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 STATE GOUNGIL OF GEFLON.

Wednesday, August 12, 1942.

The Council met at 10 ¢.m., Mz.
Speaker [Tur Hon. Bir WaITiALINGAM
Durarswamy | én the Chair. '

Tt

CREATION OF K MINISTRY OF
FOOD.

The debate on the following motion of
Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam was continued:
" That this Counecil is of opinion that
the immediate creation of a Ministry
of Food with a new orientation of policy
in the matter of purchase, control,
pricing and distribution i§ a paramount
and overriding necessity for the safety,
preservation and. defence of this
country. ™’

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake

(Minister of Agriculture & Lands): On
the last occasion, T was trying to point
out that the support that this' motion
received from different quarters, judging
from the speeches that were made, was
not beesuse of the meaning or the word-
ing of it but for quite different reasons—
reasons which are quite different from the
meaning that could be attached to fhe
mobion  itgelf. pointed out ‘that,
according to the wording of the motion,
it was definitely a vote of cemsure on the
Ministry of Labour, Industry and Com-
merce, because the motion speaks of ** o
new orientation of policy ’’ and so on.
1t is not 4 vote of censure on the Min-
ister but on the Ministry itself. But the
reasons given were that the motion was
not meant to be a vate of censure on
either the Ministry or the Minister, bus
that it was meant to bring about a new
policy for the better working of the
.Constitution.

With regard to this motion, there were
three sugoestions made by the mover.
There were two other suggestions made.
not while the mover was speaking, but
when he was intermupting other speskers.
Whatever it is, there were five sug-
gestions made.

I'believe one suggestion deals with the
redistribution, of ‘subjects. ' That, in

[Note.—An asterisk (*) sgainst the name of &
Member indicates that His remarks have not been
revised by him.] .
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‘new orienfation of

_cther

himself. But that was not done.

 out

itself, is nol in accordance with

motion, because the motion it 3
- confemplatés, as 1 “pointed out, tne .
creation of an additional Ministey., If it 88

was 4 question of redistribution, and in %
the redistribution the matter was to Bl

left to the Ministry of Labour, Indi
and Comwrmerce, there was no o
as long as it was to be the anly sul
which the Ministr, was to administer,

*Mr. B. H, Alumhare (Matale) : That

Was ong cf the proposala.

The Hon., Mr. Senanayake: When I
hear various statements made, I wish to
ask my hom. Friends to look dgain at the
resolution and not think of what was in
the minds of other people when they
were gpeaking ini support of the resolu-
thon. '

e

The resclution itself does mot show
thail it is a question of a redistribution
of functions; it deals with the creation of -
a new Ministry and that is indieated in
the regolution. T believe it 18 oxpressed
in the resolution. That is why T would
rather that Members, when they come to
‘vote on the mation, would bear in mind
what they want and try to see whether
they can support the motion nnder sueh
cireumstances. When the motion stutes
that a new Ministry should be created,
it implies that what is wanted is not a
redistribution of subjects.

*Mr. G. G. Ponnambalim (Point A
Pedro) : Why not? '-

The Hon. Mr, Senanayake: My hon,
Friend asks, ** Why not?”’ T would ask
him, I would beg of him, to read this e
resolution over again. The resolution
BAYE ! : g

" That this Counecil is of opinion that tha
immediate creation of a Ministry of Food Swith a
policy in the matter of
purchase, control , . , 7" i
‘That is what the hon, Member sug-
gests—"* the ' immediate ereation of a
Ministry of Focd . If the hon, Mem-
ber’s intention was that there should be
i redistribution of subjects, T beliove it
could be achieved by a resoluticn of this
House, and it would have been quite
easy for my hon. Friend to move that the
subjects might be distributed -
among the other Ministers and the ques:
tion of food only leff to the Minister of
Labour, Industry and Commerce. The
Constitution provides for such a thing.
The hon. Member could have done it




ustey of Food.

4 State Council of Ceylon

| [Th(_, Hon. Mr. Senanayake. |

] The hon. Member definitely states
E,,_. that there should 'be a new Ministry
"~ croated. Although the hon. Member
now says that it was intended to be g0,
in oiie of the reagens he gave he said
that there could be a Jinister appointed
. gither with g Comin.ttes or without a
Committee—an  additional = Ministry.
That wag one of his reasons. So that
‘you will find that a redistribution of sub-
L0 'Jecftg, was not one of the things that the
hon. Member had contemplated, al-
though he now considers it ‘ug a possi-
"blhh

#My, Ponnambalam: I said so in my
speech.

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: Il he had
gaid sp in hig speech, T certainly think
it would have been wvery much hefter.
The hon. Member, in the course of his
. Bpeech, suid that this mofion was 1ot a
vote cf censure but was weant to bring
- abaut the creation of 4 Food Ministry and
4 neéw orientation of policy. That this
is not, a vote of censure, or that it is pos-
sible to have a redistribution of Qub]cc’ts
to wmy mind, 13 not implied in the

resolution.

#Myr, Aluwibhare: Do you accept an
amendment. for  that purpose—fcor a
- redistribution ?

. *The Hon, Myr, S. W. R. D. Bandara-
. naike (Minister of Local Administra-
‘tion) ¢ Yes.

The Hon, Mr. Senanayake~ As far as
. we are concerned, if the House wants
i cértain things done, we endeavour 1c
give effect to the wighes of the House.
But the pmnt 15 what the House wants
.-dcne _

*My. Ponnambalam: That is all.

- The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: If
the House thinks that o redistribution

dertainly adhere to that and work the
scheme.  But T would like -to peint out
that, as far asg we are concerned, we
would like to consider that suggestion.
My definite ¢pinion is that redistribution
itzelf will not wolve the problem. Per-
. haps it might be a little better than
.+ changing the pillow to cure s headache;
it may be a little better than that But
g (,ertamlv it will

_Instances.

of subjects is the remedy, then we will
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*#Mp. Ponnambalam: It would be
better than the present arrangement.

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: It may be
better than the’ present arrangement.

There is not the glightest doubt that
the Heno Minister of Labour, Industry
and Comimerce has been saddled with

‘muny subjects and that he is the most
‘hard-worked Minister fo-day, and that

it he iz relieved of some’of hig duties

and these duties entrusted to others who ¢
have leisure; it may perhaps be an im-

provement on the present position. It

may be possible that that suggestion

may be acceptable fo the heon, Minister

and. the other Ministers as well. Bud

hefore that suggestion id accepted. we

would like the House to consider what

all that mneans.

With regard to the guestion of food,
I feel certain that this system of
Government is whplly meutqble- at the
present fime.

Mr., R. Sri Pathmanathan (Mannap-
Mullaittivu) : At any time.

The Hon. My, Senanaya.ke: At any
time. But it is more ullSuiﬁ&ble at this
time. 3

Take the guestion of food. We have
to make too many purchases from
abroad. The Commiltee hag to make too
many decisions on this guestion; it hasg
to make decisions on the method of con-
trol, Npw if any decision 'is reached,
and: the matter hecomnes known to the
people in the trade concerned you must
realize thot various steps will’ be taken
by the industry. We have. had many
We have heard it shated that
all the sugar stocks in the Island went
Lmderr&ound when those in the indusfry
heard that the Committes had considered
the question of inereasing the price on
the fnture imports of sUgaL, If-} that noti
&0 7

Mr. H. E. Newnham (Nomina,ted
Member) : I think the stutement was
made in this Houge first, not in the Com- -
mittee.

The Hon., Mr. Senanayake: 1 believe.
the question of the price of sugar was
considered in the Committes, |

*Mr. Aluwihare: Did Budget secrets
leak out from an Executive Committee?
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The Hon. Mr, Senanayake: My hon.
Friend is under the impression that I am
blaming the BExecutive Cormmuittes, I
am doing nothing of the sort. But the
point T am making is this, that where
deecisions have to be made—whether it

iz the Ministers collectively or the Com-

. mittees or the Heads of Departments—
when there are so many people discus-
sing a question, the facts are bound to
leak out, with the result that advantage
would be taken by those who are engaged
in the industry concerned.

*Mr. Aluwihare:
mstances. ]

Give us somne

The Hon, Mr. Senanayake: I am try-
ing to give you instances. :

Mr. Svi Pathmanathan: What about
the Board of Ministers? ;

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: My hon.
Friend was on the Board of Ministers,
He must know how facts leak out. I am
not trying to draw a distinetion hetween

the ‘Members of the Board of Ministers

i

and the Txecutive Commifttees. You
<can have my assurance on that point.
I do not for a moment say that the Min-
islers are superior even to the Commit-
tee Members; I do not say that,

The only point I am making is this:
when important subjects are discussed
among a large number of people, the in-
Tormation is bound to leak oul, and wvou
will find people interested benefiting by
such information leaking out. A a time
like .the present, whether you hayve to
control commodities or fix prices, woul
have to be very careful to ensure that
information 1s confined if possible to one
man., o ' P
I certainly think that if g Minister is
~ in dharge of a subject, it would be very
much better if he decided on a matter
before anything was done. Bupposing
we had a Cabinet - then the Cabinet may

alter that decision after due considera-,

tion. But the congidering of matters for
2 long time and then eoming to decisions
will only lead to trouble and will not
make it possible for any Ministry to fune.
tion effectively. =

The hon. Meuiber for Matale (Mr.
Aluwihare) wants instances. I gave as
an indtance the question of sugar. There
was also the question of cloth, for in-
stanee. There were many other guestions

Debates.
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like that, as you know. Even with peet

gard to rationing, things of thatils
have happened. I am only tellingiue

that even with a redistribution of sub-.

jects, all these defects will rornain, the

disadvantage will be there and the sanie.
discontent will p =vail in the country.
You will not sole the problem. Of

eourse, to this extent T am agreeable to

this proposal. that it will give relicf o
a Minister who deserves a_little reljef.
He is overburdened with work, and if he
can be given some relief, to that extent
I certainly think the proposed arrange-
tent would be better than the present
But the disease will

state of affains,
notl be eured. - .
The next suggestion was with regard to

a Minister without a portfolio, or rather

without a Committee.

*Mr. Ponnambalam: A Minister with-
out a portfolio would be a contradietion
i terms ! :

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: In fact,
the hon. Member’s speech was a con-
so I do not know

tradiction in terms;
swhat he meant.

*My. Ponnambalam: Not such a con-
tradiction ast ** Minister without a
porttolio 7. It is meaningless.

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: Whatever

it is, it was to be a Minister with or
without a Committes.

Now, if it is & question of having one

Minisier without a Comrmittee, T do not
think it will be satisfactory. When hon.
Members speak it seems that they are
under the impression that there is collec-
tive responsibility on the part of the
Ministers in.the case of all subjects. It
is 1ot so. There is no collective respon-
sibility, and if you have no Committes
and only a Minister it will ‘mean that
there will be a Minister hy himself with-
out even a Committee to back him up,

or it may even be that he may be acting

contrary to the wishes of the other
Ministers. There will be no way of see-
ing that things are done according to a
plan approved by anvone. )
Anofher point is that I do neot think
that there is any reason why some Minis-
ters should have Committees attached to
themn and others have no Committees
attached.  Well, if it is argned that a
Cornmittee is not necessary, then I con-
tend that in all cases Committees are not

=
.
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with Committees, 1
| eighth Ministry is going to be formed and

wslry of Food.
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[The Hon. Mr. SBenanayake. ]
necessary. There are - advantages in
having Committees, but at the same time
if you want to have central responsibility
you cannot have a Committee System.
1 am in favour of Committees being
abolished, but if ib 1s a question of
Ministers, I certainl, think that they
must all be _f the sarne status, either all

ghiould have Comimittees attached to them

or all should function without Commit-
tees. If it is a question of Ministers
wonder how the

how that Comnittee is to be selected.
TInerefore, taking all these points into

consideration, I think the Ministers are

of opinion that although redistribution is

 possible it will not be effective enough.
" We ghall be certainly willing to adopt
" that system if yow want it, but we say

1 e

that it will lead to disappointment. The
only thing is we feel, as we have always

o felt, that if you want o change, and a

change is necessary now * the only change

"\ that is possible is a change into the
‘Cabinet System  of Government.
Ministers have always wanted a Cabinet,

The

System of Government so that they can
fix responsibility, and I can assure this

| House that all the Ministers are prepared

—[A Meuvmer: All?]—to resign mow if.

the House wants it and the Governor can
elect a Leader.

*Mp. Ponnambalam: Who will elect
a Licader?

The Hon.
Governor,

*The Hon. Mr, G. E. de Silva (Minis-

Mpr., Senanayake: The

 ter of Health): The House will elect

him.
#Mp. Bluwihare: We will elect him.

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: 1 said
‘“ the Governor '’ because that was the
resolution of this House, and it is the

. Constitutional practice everywhere.

#*Mp, Aluwihare: No.

.. The Hon. Mp. Senanayake: This
House iteelf said so, and that was the
principle accepted by this House—the

' Governor, wis to send for the Leader and

ask him to form a Cabinet. That is the
practice everywhere. When the Leader

~ chooses the Cabinet, ib will be composed

of the best persons he can get together

i

State Council of Ceylon

NG il gl
e

[Aug. 12, 1942

to run the Government. T definitely
iy, Sir, that as far as we are eoncerned
we have always wanted is, and if there
is anyone who prévented thiz happening
I think it is the hon. Member for Point
Pedro (Mr. Ponnambalam); he has been
respensible for it.

*My., Ponnambalam: Why only 17
The House turned down your suggestion
of a Cabinet!

The Hon, Mr, Senanayake: Who told
you that? ; e

#Mr. Ponnambalam: That was the
decision. '

The Hon, Mr. Senanayake: No, not at
all. Perhaps my hon, Friend thinks he
is the House, because even on the lash
occasion—I was not here then—I think:
six voted against it. The House has ac-
cepted it. My hon. Friend wanted to
introduce into this Cabinet System some
cominunal elements and all “sorts o
things, without irying to get the best
persons together irrespective of the com-
munities to which they belonged. That
was the trouble {hat arose and it pre-
vented the Cabinet Bystem being accept-
ed. We are always in favour of the
Cabinet, Systemn, and I have not the
slightest doubt that the Leader would
elect a Cabinet representative of the best
braing available from among those who
are in this Council and those,who are
most capable of doing the work, irrespec-
tive of any other considerations. Tf that
in acceptable, it will undoubtedly be the
bert solution. '

With regard to the Cabinet System I
must say one thing. I feel certain that
just at this time more than seven
Ministers are necessary. 2

%My, Aluwihare: We will all find seats
in the Cabinet! =

"' The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: I do not

gay that all should find seats in the Cabi-
net, but you will realize that more than
seven are necessary ab this time. :

*Mr, Ponnambalam: How many?
Mr. Sri Pathmanathan: Fifteen!

*The Hon, Me, G. E. de Silva: Make
i 100! g e, {
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The Hon. Mr. .Senana.yaken As far as

the number is concerned, it is for the

Lieader who will be elested to know what

team he will require. " I am not going 1o
suggest the number. I am only indica-
ting the lines on which we should work.
Bub’ at the same time 1 might say that
it was considered by this House some
time ago that nine were necessary.

*Ml' mllw.lham What are we diseus-
smﬂ"? :

The Hon Mr. Senana.ya.ke The hon.
Member wants to know what we are
discussing.  We  are discussing  the
motion betore the House.

*Mr, Aluwihare: Are we diseussing
new thstry or something clse?

The Hon. M. Senanayake: If the hon,
Member ig viging tc a poiut of order, I
“would like to know what he has to say.
[Pause.] Well, the Leader can decide
what number h(_,_ wants. Perhaps nine
may be necessary.

*Mr, Aluwihare: Twelve.
The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: [ am \ Hob

going to commit myself to any number,

bib it you want to have an unwu,ld_‘y
Cabinet for the purpose of giving every-
one an opportunity of getting into it, we
may have this Council as the Cabinet.
But it has to be of a reasonable size. So
everyone will not have an opportunity of
getting into it.

(That is ‘what I have to say with regard
to that aspect of the. matter.
dre one or two other things that I should
like to say before 1 sit down, with regard
to the dissatisfaction that exists in the
country in conpexion with food purchase.

Hon. Members perhaps are not aware
of all the cirenmstances of the case when
they dometimes harshly or unreasonahly
eriticize the people responsible for the
mafter. T do not say that everything
‘has gone on well, or that evervthing has
gone on as it ahou]d have. 1T have Ty
own views with regard fo this mabtter
But ab the same time I think it is ]ust
as well for us to bedr in mind the cit-
~ cumstanees under which we had to make
these purcha.&es It is only affer know-
“ing the full facts of the case that one can

judge for oneself whether blarme or praise
should ‘be  attributed to any one,
individual. B g A

Debatea

‘realize

-ertain quots from Madras.

But there

ccorreet 'me
 Karachi

Ministry of F

Hon. Members might remember the

time when the Indian Government agreed *
to allot to us 88,000 tons of rice per

menth. At that time we were aware that

¥ {_154( i

we would receive a certain quantity of

rice from Madra,  Before that agree-
ment was reached hon,
that we Wwere

Mentbers mush |
rersiving  only
140,000 tons of rice-a year tromi Indis

Well, when the quunmtv cf rice came to
over 40U 000 tons of rice a year as againsh

140,000 tons, and that also from one Pro-

vince, vne has to realize that for that &

purpoqe 4 proper organization had to be
sot up, and that it -would take BONLE Ldme i

to do 80,
At the fime that this avrcement was

reached, the harvest was just coming in,

and If any purchases were to be made- A

they should have been made ab that time,

because if iy the usual practice m India
a3 in every other country for a large nume-
ber of mill owners to entor into forward

contracts befere they purchase the paddy
At that #ime all that we '

tor milling.

were told was that we would reesive a

we have not been
So it was only in

of the ofher places, »
given the guota yet.

the casé of Madras that thero was the 8
possibility of entering into an immediate

contract, and these contracts cannot be
entered info with anyone and everyone.

Acrvording to our agreement, the usual

trade (*harmcls had to be uhhzed for the
purchase of rice.

At the time the biggest ttaders

Ceylon happened to be Tndians and some

of them went away. It was with those
who had remained in Ceylon and others
in. Indid that negotiations had . to be
started. But unfortunately, just when
the negotiations were to be started there

came the raid, which resulted in the rest i
of the people alse leaving the country -

and making shipping difficult. So if ‘all

_the rice that was prowised by India was

not obtained at the very beginning itself,
it was hecause there were certain cir-

cumstances which made it rhfﬁr,u]t for

us to do 0.

By that time there were twq‘ cr thres |
Provinces from which we were (o hma'_,-
“they
“were—my Hon. Friend the Minister of
will

obtained - owr paddy. T  think,
Industry and Commerce,
it 1 am wrong—-—ﬂadras,

“and  Bengal. There Was &

Labour,

-

o

In the case

TR

BEa
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ey
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. certain quantity of rice available in those
Provinces, but unfortunately, owing fo
the raid and the resultant difficultics, we

. were hot able to secure that rice.  There

" were those diffienlties and they huve to

be borne I mind wlen we criticize the

~Ministry. - i

. There is one thing that T might say.

Although  there was a certain delay,

. whether it was justifiable delay or not,

" in purchasing rice, it must be =aid to the

" credit of that Ministry that it was due

¥ to ‘e foresight of that Miniptry that wo

were able to have & stock of two months’
supply in hand.. This was possible be-
cause of the achion taken by that Minis-
try.  If that stock had notb heen ayvail-

" able, T believe, we would hiave been in
g very difficult position. T am sure no
Minisler would ever object to eriticismn,

_ but ab the same time hon. Members

" themselves ghould realize that they would

be better fitted to anake that erificism

" only when in possession of all the facts,

*My, ARluwihare: Give us the facts.

The Hon, Mr, Senanayake: These are
the facts. Unfortunately there is a be-
lief, when facts are stated, that there

are ofher facts which are not diselosed.
But how can we stale facts that do not
exist? These are the facts.

The facts are that when restriction was

¢ © started, there was in this couniry, in the

* granaries, two months’ stock in addition
{o ‘o similar supply in the hands of pri-
. vate individuals—on estates and in the
hands of others. We then tried to obtain

& gome rice from Burma, bub we could not
i get it. We then tried to obtan some
.~ rice from India, and although there was

; not ahle to obtain all the rice thab was
! promised ;. we were able to ochtain only a
- certain quantity of it.

lett? Some of the Indian merchants and
. others who had licences—I do not mean
the people who were operating herc—
somoe of them who were here and had
" licences kept thase licences to themselyes
and started to dictate prices. It was
quite easy for them to do so because the
quantity that was allowed to be exported
to Ceylon was 88,000 tons. . After the

& Fo

What happened after these merchants

licences for that quantity were issued,
y we could not go to -any other merchanb

State Council of Ceylon

a promise to supply us with rice we were .
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except to those who had a licence and
those people had the right to say, ** If
you do not pay my price, then you for-
feit your opportunity of geftng rice from
here ’. Theré were, therefore,  those.
difficulties, and I would ask hon. Mem-
bers to bear those diffieulties in mind.
With regard to the motion itseli—I do
nct want to delay the House any longer
—the mover himself does not state in

the motion - v

#Mr, Ponnambalam: I cannot give it
to you. 3

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: What he
has he cannct give me; I am certain of -
that. He reed not tell me that:

But at the same time, whether there
was understanding or no understanding,
1 would expect this much of the hon.
Member, that if the moticn indicates one
thing and he does not mean that thing,
then, 1 think, he is in honour bound to
withdraw the mofion and not try to se-
cure something which he does not mean.
That is all T have to say-

Mr. S. Natesan (Kankesanturai):
Listening to the speech of the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture, cne would have
thought that one was in for an afftermath
of the Reforms debate, Taking the mo-
ticn as it is my first impression, was that
it did not call for an amendment of the
Constitution. The wording, apart from
the speech of the mover of the resolution,
indicates just this, that in the present
cirenmstances the eountry demands an
independent Ministry of Food. T think
the mover himself indieated, in the
course of his speech, that that was his
primary intention. He said that it wes
imperative ‘that there should be a
Ministry giving ity undivided attention
to this problem of food.

But of course in the course of his
remarks he developed his thesis further
and went, I should say., beyonhd the
ambit of this resolution. e suggested
that in order to implement this resolu-
tion it might be necessary to make a
slight amendment of the Constitubion.
That was what he said. Of eourse, he
did not clearly realize what those amend-
ments were procisely to be. Bubt he
gecined” to be most anxious that some-
. thing should be. done at the' present
inotnent to allay public apprehension
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with regard to the handling of the focd

problem I think there ecan be mno
cra,m:,a,ymg the fact that there is such a
demand in this country that we should
give our immediate atiention t¢ &
satisfactory solution of this problem.

My own personal view is this; and I
thought for a moment that I would be
in the happy company of the Hen.
Minister of Agriculture and Lands, with
regard to this view, because at one stage
.ot hig speech he seemed to indicate that
all that the hen. Member for Point Pedro
(Mr. Ponnambalam) wanted to effect by
means of this resolution could casily be
effected by a‘different allocation cf sub-
jeets. 1. am sorry that he developed
that line ¢l areument for a while and
then dropped it and went on to his
tavourite subject of Cabinet Govern-

. ment,

I think the object which the mover
has in view and which mecst of us would
like {o support conld be achieved if a
cértain amendment of this resolution
which I propose to move iz accepled.
Ageording to my asmendment, the mo-
ion will read :

it . . that an independent Ministry of

Faod @hmlld be ueaﬂ:ed within the ambit of the
present Constitution

I think that could be easily done. My
own personal view is that either the
Minister of Labcur, Industry and Com-

/uteree should econcern himself solely
- with this gquestion, of food and give it
hig undivided attenticn, or, if that iz not
‘possible, we should assign this function,
pr eferabiy to the Hon. Minister of
Agriculture and Iands. Ol course out
of his modesty he cannot make that gug-
geation himgelf, but T think his shoulders
are hroad enough to bear this burden,
and T go further and say that in the cir-
curnstances of the case it is only the
Minister ¢f Agriculture and Lands who
can tackle this question properly, not on
aceount of his personal abilities which
are  certainly well known, but on the
ground that the Minister of Apgriculture
‘and Lands iz the Minister “ho ought to
be primarily in charie of focd, because

he is in ‘charge of food production.

A number of difficulties have arisen in

the ceurse of the past few menths owing
. to the Minister of Labour, Tndugtry and

. Commerce ‘holding this portfol;o

implications by the framers of this ﬂon-j

iz

M i'sm'sm;y Q_{Fﬂ(

the hen. Member tor Matale (Mg
wihare) and myself have pointed
mote than one oceasion thaf €
not been the necessary co-crding :
between food prcduetion rand tood ecn-
frol. I think i his problem is to be
satisfactorily tackled at all there should
be that co-ordination.

The fact that the Hon. Minister ¢f °
Labour, Industry and Commerce was
called upon to administer this problemy
¢f food eontrol is o mere aceident which
could not have been envisaged in all its

stitution. Sir, here is-a crisis and, I
think, as the crisis develops we shall
have to depend mere and more upon our
local production of food. There mlgh‘&
socn come a time when we shall not ber &
able to get from-abroad what we used to 5
obtain. Tt would resolve itself primar-
Iy into a question coming within the
sole province of the Hon, Minister of
Agriculture and Tands, and he cannot
shirk this burden by getting away :Erom 1
the Chamber when 1 am discussing it
I think it will scon epme with i'n:-_ﬁ‘is'
provinee to see that food production is
properly co-ordinated with fcod control.

We know that in this cbuntry at the
present momient there is o stoel of food
supplies in. the different Provinees which
hag not been properly utilized. = There
has bheen no co-ordination; there has |
been no exact planning. We do net
know hcw much we produce in  this
country, and how much can be made
available from one part of the country to
other parts of the Tsland. Al that is
the funetion of the Minister of Agricul-
ture and TLands. Though on this
oceagion it might seem a gort f digres-
sion to develop this peint, I think it i3
necessary to make it elear that not only
could we have thiz proposal effected
within the ambif of the present Consti-
tution, but it becomes imperative in the
present cireumstances that the Minister
of Agriculture and Lands should. be
called upon to tackle thiz problem, co-
ordinating both food production and food'
contrel. T trust that this amendment
will have the aecceptance and backing of
a large majority <f Members of thig
House.

T do not want to go further tha,n that..
Of course, the Minister of Agriculture |
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and Lands began to analyse the ideas
- that motivated—it 1 may use a favcurite
. expression of the hon. Member for Point
Pedro (Mr. Ponnambalam)—the moving
of this resolution. But T think it is un-
necessary to deal with shat aspect of the
matter, 1f the Housc feels that some-
thing should be done in response to the
wishes of the eleetors whom we represent,
T think this is the only solution. Bo I
‘commend this amendment to the House.
The amendment iz to insert the werds
* gwithin the ambit of the present Con-
stitption | between the wordg *° distri-
" bution . and ‘iz 7 in line 3 ‘of the
resolution.

8. Vytilingam (Talawakele)

_ My, Speaker; The amendment is to
insert the words *° within the ambit of
f’ the present Comstitution ™ immediately
& after the word *° distribution . The
@: “tnotion and the amendment are hefore

% 'bhe'-'HquS@.

. *The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: 1 do
" not wish to allow a motion like the
* present one tb go to the vote withoub as
" full an expression, of the views of Mem-
Bers of this House as well as of the Mem-
_bers of the Board of Ministers being
_ placed before hon. Members—before
- they finally come to a decision upon the
motion, whatl finally the House hmagines
or wants this motion to be, and any deci-
. sion it may arrive ab upon one or more

" of the amendments which will no doubt
be plidecd before the House. One hag
. already been placed before the House by
% my hon. Triend the Member for
" Kankesanturai (M. Natesan). :
", I cannot be denied that this motion
" is an imporbant motion ot only in itsclf,
| fhat is, in the particulor change which
it proposes to bring about, but also in
certain irplications that can very easily
be vead ifo it T must say at the outset
. that although the motion has been ex-
i plained by the mover himself, as well as
by other hon. Members, the actual’word-
ing of the motion is perbaps mnob
F . altogether clear or fortunate. The
~ motions reads: :

** That this, Couneil is of opimon that  the
immediate creation of a Ministry of Food with a
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new orientagion of policy in the matter of par-
chase, control, prieing and distribution is a pura-
mouné and overriding ‘necessity for the safety,
preservation and defence of this country.”

In the first place; there were, in the
light of explanations given, of the motion,
certain difficultics crealed in the word
“ eregtion . Of course, the Hon. Min-
ister of Agriculture and Lands, straight-
forward man that he 1s, can only contem-
plate one particular form' of creation.
The word * creation’”” has to him the
connotation of somesthing new being

mind of the hon. Member for Point Pedro
(Mr. Ponnambalam) can conceive of
various different types of creation. of not
merely something entirely new being
created, but something ‘existing being
remoulded to furnish & new creation. :

Well, that in itself is 'certainly a
creation. We have had literary crea-
tions in that way, where something old
is remoulded to haye the meaning of per-
entively new  ereation. The
mover’s explanation therefore is that it
is not something entirely new alone that
he contermplates as a possible alternative
in the sense of an entirely new: Ministry,
an eighth -Ministry with af eighth
Tixecutive Cotnmittee attached or another
Minister without an Executive ‘Commit-
tee, but he does contemplate the possi-
bility of the present Minister of Labour,
Industry and Commerce who funciions
partly as the Minister of Food being con-
verted with his Executive Commitiee into.
a  Ministry' of Food by the simple
expedient of having certamm parts of his
snatomy, his ministerial anatomy, am-
putated painlessly, or otherwise: leaving
him only with the one preboscis of Food.
Well, that is & cerfain possibility which
he contemplates: or, aecortding to the
smendment {hat has been moved by
the hon. - Member for Kankesantursdi
(Mr. Natesan), about which 1 will have
to say something later, he wants. this
done within this Constitution. )

That is. one alternative. There are
ofther alternatives like the Minister of
Food with this Exeeulive Committes or
Minister without an Executive Commit-
tee. 1 will explain those alternabives
shortly, ; i

Let us therefore eliminate perhaps the
unfortunate  diffieulty which might be
created by . the word *° ereafion '’ TIn

But the more subfle
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the light of the explanations given to
this Tlouse, we can interpres it to mean
almost anything.
Then there is this further difficulty
" which T think the hon. Member for Point
Pedro (My. Ponnambalam) will admit,
that is, the diffieulty in the words ** with
a new orientation of policy in the matter
“of purchase *' and go on. In view of the
fact that 1 contemplate the possibility,
which is quite reasonable, of the Minister
of Labour himself continuing to function
- as Minister of Food, apparently there is
@ eertain contradietion invclved in the
expression ‘& mew orientation of
policy .
*Mr, Ponnambalam: Not necessarily.

*The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: Not
necessarily, 1t is true. Not only does he
want fo recreate the physical aspects of
my Hon, Friend the Minister of Labour,
remoulding him into Minisfer of Food,
but he also wants t6 recreate his mind,
to infuse infg his mind a new policy
altogether in dealing with these subjects.
The Hon. Minister of Labour will say
* that whatever dissatisfaction there may
be, legitimate dissatisfaction perhaps in
certain Jinstanees, which have to be
corrected, it is not due to any wrong
policy which he has followed.

Therefore the words * new orieniation
of policy "’ in the motion do create cer-
tain difficulties unless it is explained
clearly what the matters of policy are that
"have been wrong hitherto and which re-
quire t¢ be reorientated. Of course, T do
not sippose the hon. Member for Point
Pedro (Mr. Ponnambalam), precise as he
usually is in the language he uses, as a
lawyer should be, would again say that
he does not attach too much weight %o
these particular words in the senge of
- influencing the particular method of
change that is to be adopted. In other
- words, one might normally have inter-
preted the hon. Member introducing those
words as precluding the possibility of the
present, Minister of Labour continuing to
be in charge of this subject. Tt might
quite legitimately be interpreted to imply
thab, but of course the hon. Member says

““ No ', That is definitely nct his view.
I have pointed out so far two expres-
gions in this motion—one, the word
" ereation 7 and . this other phrase—
whieh create difficulties on which T think

Deba;tes':_. -
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we quite legitimately need nof
mueh giress in view of the expla
given. Nor do 1 propose to lag
stress upon those words in.
the motion. :
This motion fol'lows a motion \
1y hon. I'riend tl. + Member for Udugans
(Mr. Abeywickrama) which amounted
8 vote of censure upon the Minister:
Labour. That motion was @ very
limited motion, restricting itself only fi
two items of the largely ramified subj
which is again handled by the Ministry
Labour, and he proposed to eensure th
Minister on two specified points. Thi
Hon. Minister gave certain explanation
which the Touse felt were fairly reasons”
able at least, and that motion was
defeated. » -
The position amongst many Member
of the House, as far as I understood if,
about the motion of the hon. Member for |
Udugama was this: there was dissatisfac.

important subject of food, and although'
it was not proper to vote for the motior
which was a direch vote of censure om
the Hon. Minister, partieularly a vobe of
censure restricted in itg secpe, wvery
greatly restricted in its scope, they sl
felt, without laying any personal blame
upon the Minister or any other person,
that iti was desirable to effect certain
changes in order that: this important sub-
ject could be dealt with adequately and |
effectively.

I cannot consider such an attitude as |
being tnressonable. That s, if ﬂla:é
House does feol, and in so feeling refleets
the general attitude taken up or opinion %
held by the public, that this is a subjeet &
of great importance and that évery pos-
sible step available should be taken fi
ensure that it is handled adequately and
effectively, I do not think for one momeént
hon. Members are doing anything wrong
in bringing forward any motion in ‘this =
House to give effect to that opinion.
Therefore T do nof in any way blame my
hon. Friend the Member for Point Pedro
(Mr. Ponnambalam) in following up thab
rather abortive motion of censure agains
the Hon. Minister of Labour with this
specifie resolution. A

Bir, what does this motion amount ta?
If we are to take ab their face value the
speeches made by hon. Members—I see "
ho reason personally why they should not

S
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be taken at their face walue; 1 am un-
aware personally of any reason why we
shonld read into-the speeches made by
hon. Members something more than what

. they themselves have 5 id—they say that
- the Hon. Minister of I sbour is at present
. everburdened with work.. Now that is a
" simple matter of fact. Ts it so or not?
Il think the various subjects, important
Subjects, with which the Hon. Minister
~ of Labour has to deal, the all-important
(Subject cf labour—Ilabour on estates,
Jabour in the I]:a,rhour labour in all kinds
of work that in these times have become
‘essential and are included in the category
‘ol essential works—to deal with the
Amportant subject of all industries and
the developrhent ol industries; to deal
- with the very difficult subject of Govern.
menbal pmrchase of certain produchs such
a8 plumbago and coconuts, and so on, in
‘addition to the various subjects connected
with food—to use the one word °* food ™
—we might very reasonably come to the
- conelugion that it doecs constitute a
. volume of work that ib is not essy for
. an individual to handle. Certainly, it is
‘a voluine of work which nc one individual
 handles, as far as T am aware, in any
other conntry; eertainly not in ]]nglam.d
where there are a large number of Min-
isters dealing with cerfain agpects of the

. food: probleri which is all concentrated

i the hands of one Minister heve.

Hon. Members thercfore say—those of
them who have expressed their opinion
' —* You haye done well so far, in the
" sense that the eo-ordination, administra-
tively, of the more important Depart-
Canents that handle subjects connected

- with food has been placed in the hands
~ of an Officer who has proved himself to
~ be a very capable administrator and
organizer, in whom the country us well
a8 Members of this House have every
‘reason to repose confidence. That is a
stiep forward, but we are not satisfied
swith that alone ', Hon. Members say

" that from the parliamentary point of
 view, apart from the administrative, they
would like to see a cert#inchange in the
sense of a Minister, or a DMinister and
" an Bxecutive Committee, handling the
. subject to be reasonably free from. other
" important duties, so that the Minister of
- Labour, Industry and Commerce can in
future not only dat food, but think food

+ and dream food and devote his whole

x
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time to thizs question, who can think of
it when he is travelling in his car, think
of it in higs bath—where some brilliant
new idea may occur tc him in grappling
with some knottv point. :

That is a point of view with which weg
cannot butl syfipathize. 1 cannet say
that T am prepared to oppose it. I can-
not -gay that I am prepared to state that
the Minister of Labour, Industry ‘and
Commerce is sufliciently free mnow  to
devote ag much time to this sub]act as.
he might wish to do, though ne doubt
he devoles a great deal df his time to
it

Now the question arises, hc}w can ﬂ“!lb
generally desirable object be given effect
to—+bhat the Minister, who handles this
important subject of food sheuld be
ressonably fres to devote as mueh time
to the subject as it requires  That is
really the erux of the matter. How is
it i be given effect to?

Various alternafives have been men-
tioned in this IMouse. T will take the
firgt, which has been referred to by the
Minister of Agriculture and Lands, that
1g the introduction of a Cabinet'Syst'e-m;
In diseussing the Governor's proposals on
Reforms, the guestion of a change-over
from the Executive Committee Systemn
of Government to a Cabinet form of Gov-
ernment, come up in this Houge and a
majority of this Heuse accepted- the
position that we should have a Cabinet

‘System but the Cabinet System as is

ordinarily understood in ahy countiy
where Parh’amen’tar} Government and a
Cabinet System exists, namely, that the
Head of the Adn‘dni-si,ratmn, the
Governor, should eall upon some indivi-
dual who he thought weuld command
the support of the majority of the
House, or the leader of the largest party
in the House, to form a Cabinet, the
narmes of the mernbers of the proposed
Cabinet being submitted to him for
approval.

To be quite fair in dealing with this
questicn of the Cabinet System of Gov-
ernment—I  am  nob agalna’o it; I
acquiesced in 1t though the House ]:naws
that T have certain 1deaﬁ with regard to
the Exccutive Committee sy stem—T
acquiesced in the Cabinet System—one
way of dgaling with the problem at this
juncture mav'bp tc abolish the Executive
Committes %yﬁtem_ and have a Cabinet

‘Syatem, to give elasticity in the gense
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that the Prime Minister would be able
to have any number of members in the
Cabinet. Ie is mnot restricted Go any
 partieular number; he can allocate the
subjects ameng them as he wishes, and
in that way the objeet which the hon.
Member for Point Pedro (Mr. Ponnam-
* balam) has in mind ean be achieved.

That is one way. But there are
- certain further mmplications in the Cabi-
net System. There is not the least
doublt that the Members of this House
who be]onn ‘to ‘minority communities
oppose the Cabinet System on the ground
that with Iepresentatlon in the House
as 1t oxists gb present, a Cabinet System
would deprive them of even some of the
sateguards which they believe they now
POSSEsS under the Executive Committee
System of Government. I do not think
- I misrepresent their point of view when
T say that that was their point of view,
rightly or wwongly, and a change-over
now to a Cabinet System which would
receive anything like the support of the
Members of the minerity communitics
miust obviously be combined, if T mistake
not, with the demand that it be nct enly
o Cabinetl System of Gowvernmert bub
also a National Government, ithe word
“ National * being used definitely in the
sense of representatlon in the Cabinet
of minority groups in thiz House.

Let us be very clear in discussing these

matters as to what Members want or do
not want. Whether we agree with a
point of view or not, let us at least be
glear in our own minds as to what that
point of view is, discussing an important
subject such.as this.
. I would like to have a definite assur-
ance on that point, 1L am in favour of a
Cabinei System of Government; 1 am
nob against it.  But will my hen. Friends
the Members representing minorities in
this House accept as a solution to, the
difficulties envisaged in this motion a
Cabinet System “without  the further
lmphcat_lon namely a Cabinet System as
a National Government, giving definite
representation o minority groups in this
House 7 - 1 would like to have an answer
to that question from any Member repre-
senting ninorities who may speak after
me, particularly from the hon, Member
fcr Point Pedrd (Mr. Ponnambalam) in
his reply.

If they say that they envisage a
National Governmen_t then it becomes a

De-bates.
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very serious problem. The
Members are certainly euntibled
that wview, but il they da,
change envisaged is not me
net S}C:“rpm but a Cabinet &
the further defir ite 1mplica
referred to. T

So that, before I am prepared o
accept the proposal for a Cupinet Syster
of Government, I would like to know
what form of Cabinet System Members
of this House are asked To agree fo.

#Mr, Ponnambalam: That is not p
of this motion.

#The Hon, Mr, Bandaranaike: Bug it =
happens fo be one of the ways ‘of solying
the difficulties envisaged. As it hap 4
pens to he mentioned in this House, it
is my duty to clear that issue; to under- ¢
stand clearly in my own mind What:
precisely it does mean. ‘

That was one solution. -1 am ]lﬂﬁl
against a Cabinet System, but if iv conss
taing that lﬂl‘)ll@ﬂtlf)ll—uq expected by
mincrities’ Memhers—th&. questlon, £
becomes important. I do not think-
and I am now expressing the views of i
the Board of Ministers—that the Beard
of Ministers contemplate a National i
Government in that sense at all. Se
that hon. Members must also have in &
mind what the lerm ** Cabinet System "7
that has been pub forward in this House 8
means. As T said before, that is not the &
view of the Board of Ministers.
- Then the other alternatives ars theses
these alternatives arise out of the amend- =
tnenti moved by the hon. Member for =
Kankesanturai - (Mr.  Natesan). He .
wanty the change given effoct to < with-
in_ the ambit of the presentl Coush1tu~
tion s

What are the alternatives? As far as ’*
T can see there arc three alternatives: .;
One is to form an entirely new Mn‘ustrv:ﬁ
We have seven now under the Congbi-
tution. By an amendment of the Order A2
in Council, an eighth Ministry is to be
tformed—eall it ‘Hhe Miristry of Food—-
with an Executive Committee and &
Ministry to deal with this extra subjeet, =
or have u Minister without an Executive
Committee. The third altemative would ;
be the re-distribution of subjects among
the éxisting Ministers in such a way that
vou havo this one Minister fo deal with
the important subject of food. He would *
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be relieved of yarious other important
© subjects and be in @ position to devote
hig whole time to it. Those are the three
alternatives ** within the ambit of the
. present Constitution *’. Tet us exatnine
. them. -
.\ With regard to a new Ministry being
- ureated—a noyw Minister with an Execu-
“tive Comnmittee—the proposal has cer-
tan difficulties. You will have to have
“mnore or less a complete regrouping of wll
‘these Executive Committees. The Iix-
‘ecutive Committees have a certain num-
ber of Members now, and if YOU gre going
L to have eight Execufive Cormmittees ib
|\ Would inyolve an entire regrouping of the
- Executive Committees, and when you
" have this eighth Executive Cormmibtee
iyou may well get a Minister of Tood—

—— e

who has had no experience of dealing
with the subject at all. So that, intrin-
sically, you may fundamentally defeat
e object that the House has in view! by
gving Members on that Rxecutive
Committee as well as a Minister, none of
* whom has hitherto been familiar with
" these Departmental subjects that are al
* the present moment grouped under the
- Mmistry. of Labour, Indusiry and

 The second alternative must be a Min-
dsfer without an Hxecutive Committee,
. and if that is to be within the framework
- of the present system, it is a still more
~undesirable move, because you are going
to have a specinl kind of Minister on the
i Board, who will not be a Member electad
E‘—'--,"fby'any dxecutive Committee; vou will
b

!

g

thave o DMinister elected by the whole
House. I do not know how that Minis-
~ fer 18 going to be elected. He will be
responsible to the whale House; he will
be ina peeuliar posilion of his own.
 *The Hon, Mr. G. E. de Silva: He

§ 'iﬁightl be nominated !

*The Hon. Mr, Bandaranaike : He will

l

g be i a peculiar position within the pre-

¢ sent Board of Ministers. Thut is bound
- to give rise to various difficulties. ;

? Phen there is the third alternative—

. of the redistribution of subjects. There
'~ might be difficulties—there no doubt are
- —but this is the alternative which in
£ my opinion deserves the closest and most
E-sym}ja,thetic consideration. 1f T were
- personally to express any opinion—apart,
E'j “of course, from the idea of having a Cabi-
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net System, of which T am in favour,
without  the « further implications to
which ‘I referred—in my personal opin-
ion, the most satisfactory solution of the
problem to give effect to the wishes of
hon. Members without unduly disturbing
the present Constibution is to adopt the
third alternative of redistribufing the
subjects, There is no: question whal-
ever about that. Though it has! difficul-
ties—none of these alternativesis free of
difficulties—it does seem to be the one
satisfactory method of dealing with the
madtter. . ) i
Untortunately, one does not know how
far, if ot all, these vavious alternatives
arc involved in this motion, and to find
out which particular alternative Ghis
House fayours is a difficult problem.
Certainly the terms of the motion have
been narrowed down by the hon. Mem-
ber for Kankesanturai (Mr. Natesan) by
reducing the possible alternatives fo
those within the ambil of the present
Constitution, leaving it, I presume, to

the Board of Ministers to decide which.

particular slternative we can adopt.

*Mr. Ponnambalam : The only possible
alternative under the present Constitu-
tion ig the redistribution of functions.

*The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: 1 do
nob know whether the hon. Member in-
** within the ambit of
the present Constitufion *''in that narrow
gense, mot in the broader sense of
excluding ;

My, Natesan: That is exactly what T
mean{—redistribution—
“*The Hon. Mr, Bandaranaike: He is
now restricting his proposal o this one
point—of a redistribution of subjects.

My, Natesan  Yes:

*The Hon. My. Bandaranaike: How-
ever unsatisfactory that solution may be,
when T compare it with the other solu-
tions T shall not be in a position to oppose
it. I may, as a Minister, refrain from
voting, but I must say that, in view of

. the opinions T have expressed, with these

varions possibilities, I shall not feel justi-
fied myselt in“opposing that amendment.
I have not much more tosay. These, as
far as 1 ean see, ave all the implications,
and I expect hon. Members who will fol-

low will further express their views and

elueidate the position.
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Dr, A. P. da Zoyaa (Gonlamho South)
Sir, the whole House ought to be grate-
ful to the hon. Member for Point Pedro
(M.
motion up. He is actually voicing the
sentiments of the people of this country
in regard to this matter.
blame {he Hon. DWMinister of Labour,
I_ndust-l'v" and Commerce. It may be
that he is doing his best. But the mover
has pointed out the necessity for having
a special Minister.. All of us can under-

“stand the necessity for all attention or
nearly all the dttention being paid to
the question of food supply not only by

. the Ministers, but also by all interésted
in public work ‘this is not the time to al-
ter the Co-ustibut-ion. This is not the
time to bring in a motion for a Cabinet
Mlﬁistry

B, it is very unfortunate that when'a
Back- benchel: brings in a motion the Min-
ister concerned should begin to think
. thabit is a motion of no—con:hdume That
is not sg. This is a necessity which re-
quires immediate abtention.
think this motion was ever meant as a
. vote of no-confidence in the Hon. Minis-
ter. - I the Ministers feel that they are
over burdened with work, they should
not- wait #ll a back-bencher brings in &
motion such as this. If they wa,nt a
Cabinet Ministry, they should brmg up
that motion as a substantive one.

What we want is that the question of
food supply should be taken in hand im-
mediately. How can this be done? Just
see how we have done it in the past,
The Hon. Member for Trincomalee
(Mr, Tambimuttu) told me that in 1920-
21, in the fast Legislative Council, the

question came up after the last war.

How did they tackle the problem then?
They had a special Board appointed and
there were reports made by this Board.
From J une, 1920, to October @, 1927,
there were seVeml reports. Irom one l
gather that His Iixcelleney the Governor
had appointed to this Board Mr. B. R.
Tambimuttu® and Mr. (late Sir) James
Peiris. - It i8 not for the Goyernment to
take the whole responsibility in food
- supply.  Tn matters of emergency, and in
mmatters of national erisis like the one with
which we are confronted, we must take
. into a Board of Food Supphes not only

Civil Servants and-the Ministers but also

all people v_c_ho have knowledge of the rice

Débates. ) ' If

Ponnambalam) for bringing this.

‘We cannot -

I do not .
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business, such as some nnpmt%
merchants.

The only Suggestlon T would ma?
that a Board of Food Bupply—netises
Boards in outstations—a tral
for the supply of food shmﬁn :
That will solve t e problem effectively,
Although the Hoa. Minister of Local
Administration said that there were
three alternatives, I say thal there arve e*‘
four of them, the fourth being to form a %
Board of Food Supply. We had the ﬁ

Electricity Board after the last Couneil. =
|A Meumeer : 1t was serapped.] Tt was
scrapped, but it functioned. Maybe it
did not function to the satisfaction or the
Minister, but that does not matter,
There was a Board functioning, There-
fore, Sir, I propose as an amendment,
that, instead of the words © Ministry of
Food ', the words *“ Board of Food
Supplies " he substituted.
The Board of Food Bupplies may con-
sist of the Hon. Minister of Labour, In-
dustry and Commerce as the Chairman,
If he is too busy, any other Minister may =
be the Chairman, say, the Hon. Minigter
of Agriculture and Lands. Tl leave
these details to the Ministers to decide. i
Tt is quife possible to appoin two Mem-
bers of this Council to that Board. Ifis
possible to invite two business men who
will represent the interests of business
men.  Then the Government can direct
them. As to what their demands are,
it will be a practical mafter, and; T think,
1t will satisty the demands of the '\rIember
for Point Pedro (Mr. Ponnambalam) and
the Ministers, unless the hon. Member =

wants, by this motion, to alter the Con-
stitution. That is entirély a different
matter. Ifit is the food supply that we

are concerned with, here is an amend-
ment which will cmtuadh satisfy the
people, and, at least, we will give the
gengral pubh( and thc Goxernment a s
chfmce to worls together. 2
Therefore. Sir, I move that this motion
be amended by the substitution of ‘the

words, *° Board of Food ‘iuppheas . Torhs
the words, ** Ministry of Food 7.
Mr. E. R. Tambimuttu (Tﬁﬁpomi}-- '

lee-Batticaloa) seconded. G

Mr. Ponnambalam: On point of 1
order, which I am very loth to raise.’ 16
strikes me that the substltutmn of the

wmrds, ‘ Bourd oi ]ﬂood ‘%upphes s for

¥ H
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[Mr. Ponndmbaiam 1
the words *° Ministry of Food »

and would hardly be considered an

amendment to the motion itself, What
. 18 contemplated is definitely a Ministry
'I_.-,d,nd not a Board. A T\zImlstrv is defi-
* nutely within the ambit of the Constitu-
Cfion. T wou'd further like to state that
< there is nothing to prevent the present
Ministry or the Food Minisify, once it
s formed, from. appointing a Board te
advise it. But, as far as this Council is
. concerned, a Board of Food SBupplies is
,"hardly g matter that can affect this
motion, <

T would ask for your ruling as to whe-
- ther that amendiment iz in order under
“this motion.

Mr. Spaﬂ.kel' \V hqt doeg the mover of

Dy, de Zoysa: My submission is ‘rhnt
this amendment is quite in order. 1If the
. hon. Member's idea, judging from the
wother matters following, is that the policy
. to-be decided is the question of supply
-—-buylncr of food; the control of food

ﬂlstmbutlon and 8o on—all that can be
"J Cdone. There is the State Mortgage Bank

~ eontrolléd by a Board. Therefm'c while
 the Government will have the confrol,

- there will be the Board to advise. I am
- mot suggesting that this is purely & non-

Government matter. Government will

have the necessary control, und with the
wo-operafion of the public and the mer-

chants, as much as possible. black-
markets will be redoced. T think, if the
hon. Member wants by means of Fhis
motion to do everything for best control-

ling food supplies, this atnendment is in -

order. But if he wants to change the
Constitution, T have nothing to say.

" have g Board of Agriculture now, but
\ What 1s definilely conternplated is a Min-
| istry of Food within the Constitution.

M’l_'. Natesan: We have the words,
new orientation of pelicy . It will
" not be proper for a Board of Food Con-
L trol to initiate policy as contemplated by
. the hopr. Memiber. « It should be done by
the Ministry. It will not come within
» this Constitution at all.

. Mpr. Speaker: I wouid like the debate
. 1o be confined to the question that is now

P .

i

- State Council of Céyéon

| %, would -
" be a complete negation of the motion

#Mp, Ponnambalam: For example, we '
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before us and to what is relevant to the

.creation Yof & Ministry within the Con-

glitution. No doubt the hon. Member’s
amendment, taking a broad view of it
becornes relevant, but the ‘debate’ has
proceeded on the question of the ereation
of a Ministry within the Constitution,
and I therefore rule the ameéndment of
the hon. Member for Colﬂmbo South
out of order.

*The Hon. Mr. G, E. de Silya: Sir, I
think all hon, Members will be grateful
to the Hon. Member for Point Pedro
(Mr. Ponnambalam), for bringing up this
motion, however inopportune it may be
fio do so just now. I am speaking for
myself, because 1 see that the hon.
Member iz now seeing light, though he

_ was in darkness all this time with regard

to various problems affecting the ad-
vancement and, welfare of thls countiry.
1 congratulate him on his gw,mg the very
good reason which he did give when he
introduced this motion.

The hon. Member stated to the House
that there were several alternatives and
that we could gelect one of them in order
to give effect to this motion. So that,
even after introducing the motion, he
had not definitely made up higs mind with
regard to the ultimate reception swhich
this motion would obtain at the hands of
the House. But I am very thankiul to
hir, becayse this motion goes to the very
fundamentals of the Constitution —if you
are: going fo have an eighth Minister
appointed, without a Committee. That
is why T congratulate the hon. Member.
All this #ime the minorities have been
harping on the fact that the seeurity and
good government of this country arve
based entirely on this Committee System
of (:mermneni; and therefore they will
never bs safe. Now w {5 ﬁnd that the hon.
Mernber himself says: *° No use of a
Committes; appoint a '_\-’Iinister and give
him power to act as he likes. He may
be only sub]f’ct to the dlrectlon of tHis
House.”

Bir, the hon, Member himself fe]t th'it
this was such an urgent matter that this
suggestion should be implemented imme-
diately, if there was going to be any
proper administration of the question of
controlling food. T ask hon. Members
whether this motion can be m}plemen.ted
in that farm :
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Supposing the Couneil decided fo haye!
-an eighth Minister, how can we imple-
meni that deeision? The hon. Member
himsell says that a small anendment of
the Constitution is necessary. That is
his point of view—+that a small amend-
ment of the Constitution is necessary. 1T
would like to ask him how he conld make
a sniall amendment, to the Consbitution,’
and sive effect bo this motion to create an
emhth Minister. It is very difficult for
s to understand how this Council has
any power, according to the present

Constitution, to do so.

Therefore, we must appeal to some-
body else to alter the Constitution in
order o give effect fo this motion. Now,
who is the person who is able to give
effect to this recommendation? You
have to go back again to the Seeretary of
State on bended knees and say, ** We are
in great diffieulty: therefore please alter
the Constitution on a small point, 8o that
we may bave an eighth Minister.”” We
. have appealed to tho Secretary of State
‘titne affer time, vear after year, for smali
motlificaions. . But has he ever conced-
ed us zmyt-h-ing? I ask hon. Members to
bear that in mind.

Bo thai the whole urgency of the
mabter will be faken away immediately
you pass this resolution. You have to
imake representations to Ilis Excelleney
the Governor. and IHis Excellency will
gay, f Oh, from my poind of wview, I
“cannot recommend this proposal 7. Or,
he may recommend it. Then it will go
to the Secretary of State, and he will
say, © Isthis g time when [ can consider
a question such ag this? Here the K-
pire is fighting, fichting for ifs very ex-
istence, and can I smend the Constitu.
tion to give effect fo this alteralion that

the hon. Member for Poing Pedro Is
seeking 7 .
No, Sir. 1 would appeal to the hon.

Mermber; lat us evolve some schemie over

which we will have control. Tet our
salvation be i our own hands, Then
you would have done your -best. This

is not & time to go and appeal to pther
neople.  We are doing our very best.
However diflicult it may be; we are doing
our very hest—everyone—and we find it
wvery difficult at the present moment on
aggount of the enormous amount of work
that has devolved upon us, and on
account of the rigidity of the present

Debates.
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Constitution we cannot move.
why 1 am glad that even the hon
ber for Point Pedro (Mr. Ponnamb:
realizes this difficulty. i

Can  we 1mplement 4
immediately? A'l these questions are
not in our hands and if we pass thig =

resolution we will have to await the deels o,

sion of somebody else whicl may neyer
come within a reasonable time for us tol
Jmplemcnt this resolution. o, whilst =
appreciating the fact that we are nob all &
sabisficd that we have got the maximum
control over the food prob}em, whilst we
are agreed that people are dissatisfied, =
T feel that the solution is not to create a o
new Minigtry and appealing to the See-
retary of State to alter the Constitution,
but to evolve some scheme by which we
can put our heads together and see w haﬁ .
we can do.

Mr, Sri Pathmanathan: What abouﬁ
the amendment?

I“l

*The Hon. Mr. G. E. de Sll‘za.-
am -coming boo it. The hon. M_ember ﬁ%
did not aceept the amendment. i

*Mr. Ponnambalam: Who told you'
shat? Lo Seq

' #The Hon. Mr. G. E. de Silva: Well,
I will g0 on with my speech, so that hon.
Membpra may understand o little more
what I have in mind. - L

The proposal that is before the Houge
would amount o taking away the fune-
fions of a DMinister and his Committee.
But it is not the Minister, not the Board
of Ministers, but the Members of the'
Executive Commitbee themselves who
are clothed with authority ' under the
Order in Council, Can we deprive them
of that authority without radically alter-
ing the Constitution? But with regard’
to the allocation of functions, we can do
it by means of a motion, by agmcmcnt,’
with the consent of the House.

That is why, Sir, I am in agreement '
with the idea of 1ea,llm*a‘tmg some of ,.rg
the funections® which devolve upon the
Minigter of Labour, Industry and Com-"
merce and hig Committee. Tf the other
Members of the Committee say, = Legal-
ly mobody can tonch our funetions ',
how can we alter this Constitution which =
has been accepted by us and worked by
us for the last twelve years?
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| What surprises me is this; Under this
rigid Constitution, a Constitution which
~has been unheard of in any other civiliz-
ed country, we were given a scheme of
. Government to work.” In thesc cirecurmn-
i etances of stress and arain, 1 ask hon.
‘Members to realize how we have been
forging abeas', without creating any rup-
ture i this country, which speaks
- volumes for the capacity of the people
of this counlry. Tn those cireumstances,
I feel ithat hon. Members would be
Jjustitied in rejecting the motion. If hon.
~ Members so desire, they can reallocate
the runctions and carry on as we are:
~_ otherwise !
~ *Mr, Sri Pathmanathan: What about
= the amendment?

*The Hon. Mr. G. E. de Silva: Had

Ponnambalam), when that amendment
~was  moved, withdrawn his original
Cmiotion, perhaps there would not have
been any necessity for me to speak. But
he did not do that, and now I am con-
- sdrained to speak on this motion.
I would like to go further and say this.
" These are only palliatives; they will
Tever cure the ills that we are suffering
. from. You want a radical change. The
. only ‘solution known to ‘the world and
" accepted by wise statesmanship s
.~ Cabinet  responsibility. Instead  of
. Securing that, we simply accept a few
changes here and there and go along the
" beaten track.
: If the House is divided, then of course
§, there cannot be any agreement. But if
. the country iz mot divided, we are one
. and we can get everything we want. Is
there any difficully on this question now?
We are all working like brothers, looking.
" at national problems in their correct per-
Spective. 8o why should we create these
diffienlties. imaginary difficulties, in order
o retard the progress of this country?
. Then I would like to say this! The
Minister of Agriculture proposed and the
. Hon. Minister of Local Administration
. practically endorsed his point of view—
‘which'is also my own view—that we must
" make up our minds to save ourselves.
. That is why I appealed to hon. Members
~ that- we should ourselves evolve some
| #soheme. Tt may be a temporary mea-

;

E s sure; bul-if temporary measures are gound

- and based on good judgment and the

o
e
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- regults are convinecing; then we ean

adhere to them. I is only apprehension
of some evil that may befall the country
that prevents some Members from trying
to solve this problem. I say nothing will
happen. Let us march together in this
matber. Leb us, without ecreating any
trouble, redistribute these functions.

Bir, the Hon. Minister of Labour, In-
dustry and Commerce has been the tar-
get of attack, perhaps justifiably, by the
peocple outside. Bui you must consider
the enormous amount of responsibility hs
hag had to shoulder.” He was expected
to solve these problems with machinersy
that eannot be put into operation in a
arisis like this. You ave under obligation
to Heads of Departments. You give
orders to a Head of Department, and he
does not jmplement them faithfully, and
ultimately the Miniater is responsible.

I am constrained therefore to ask hon.
Members to consider whether the remedy
proposed is a sound one. What T feel
is that it does not provide a remedy.
But if you wish to have a palliative, then
T am in agrectnent with the amendment.

Mr. Sri Pathmanathan: As a member
of the Execulive Commitiee of Labour,
Industry and Commerce, 1 desire to offer
a few remarks.

The motion of the hon. Member for
Point Pedro (Mr. Ponnambalam) raises -
a hornets” nest about one’s ears.’ There
18, ms some Bembers have said in this .
House, the great Constitutional question
behind it. Other Members confined it
to a narrower issue. I degire fo take his
motion at its face value. :

The motion states, as far as T can re-
member, that the Minister of Labour,
Industry and Commerce is overburdened
with work, that he has not the time to
attend to all the malters connected with
the food policy, especially in regard to
food purchase and its distribution and its
prices, and therefore the mover demands
o, reorientation of peoliey with regard to
certain matters and the creation of a new
Ministry.

Let us take his points one by one. T
musgt, Bir, as a Member of the Fxecutive
Committes, offer a few worda of eriticism,
friendly criticism. I know the Hon,
Minister of Labour, Industry and Com-
meree has been overworked. In fact, all
Ministers have been overworked during
this time of crisis with regard to the
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different matters concerning their Minis-
tries. This is war-time, 8. You ean-
not get your normal meal. If you cannot
get your normal meal, how ean you
work? During the air raid, T remember,
I could not get anything for my dinner.
It was impossible to get anythimg. The
servants had, gone awsy, and aftor going
from restaurant to restaurant, I came by
two migerable sausages, and that was my
dinner. 8o, in these circumstances, it is
very difficult for any Minister to do his

,full quota of work. That is the position

under the present war conditions.
.~ The war has ereated new problems and

to purchase—I would like to take that
problem dirst—we had before our Execu:
tive Committee a resolution saving that
rice purchase should be taken away from
the hands of the normal inerchants deal-
ing in rice and should be brought™ under
Government eontrol. We have opposed
that proposal in our Executive Commit-
tee always. We'said that it would he
most unwise o take the purchase of rice
out of the hands of the merchants of the

Pettah and elsewhere who from genera-

tion to generation have handled only the
rice business.

The rice business, ag everybody who
deals in rice knows, is a very complicated
and tricky business. It ealls for con-
siderable experience. Bome of the mer-
chants 1n the rice business have been
established in the country for over a
hundred wears, and from futher to son
have done this rice business. 8o it is not

& business that can be handled by all.

A business that requires so much care-
ful traming and so much cxperience was
placed in' the hands of Government
officers fotally untrained to handle it.
people who were only able to write

. minutes « of meetings, handle official
‘papers and buy at anv price.
That 18 the tfundarnental mistake

made by our Ministers—to take the rice
business away from the hands of the
established merchants and put it in the
hands of Civil Bervants unlrained and
undiseitplined in business, especially in
regard to rice.
Merchants’ Association, if we had had
the two well-known HRuropean firms,

_ established in India, Burma, and Ceylon,
— Mesurs Steel Bros. and Messrs Ralli

Bros.—who have a .world reputation
undoubtedly they would not have made
| 184m—aT, N, A 17790 (10/42) |
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the mistiake weshave mide with re
to the purchase of rice.
Of course, the Minister' of A
will say, “* All the merchants
away, and that was why we He
and appoint a Civil Servant som =
to purchase rice.” ' That iz not an argis
ment that will hold water. There have
been all the, time established Ifiel‘cliants:tizj,\“ﬁ
here in Colombo who would have ™
delivered the goods at & reasonable price. 8
Our interfering and putting f‘mmfﬁrﬁeﬁ'ﬁ-%
officers in charge of the purchase of rice,
altogether altercd the market in India.
The prices went up, and up, and up.
Tmimediately they knew that the Govern-
ment of Ceylon were going to buy rice
ab any price and the people of Ceylon
were ghort of rice, the trouble arose,
That was the fundamental mistake
that was made by the Minister of TLabour.! %‘
£
7

Industry and Commerce. 1 do not say
that he made it himgelf,  He had the full
approval of the Board of Ministers.
Therefore, if we have to censure the
Minister of Labour, Industry and Com-
meree for that, we have to cemsure.the
whole Board of Ministers. He should =5
not be made the scapegoat for this un-
wise policy of purchase. The whole
Board of Ministers should be eensured,”
and if anybody should go, the whole
Board of Ministers should go. You
cannot censure one Minister and say that =
the rest were all right. They compelled
him to take the purchase of rice out of =
the hands of the Sindhi merchants and
from the hands of recognized European
firms, and put it in the hands of Civil =
Servants who knew absolutely nothing
about the rice trade and bungled the
whole thing. Ry 4
Now they are reduced to finding a
scapegoat. - Who i3 the scapecoat? If
the geapegoat is the Miniater of Labour,
Industry snd Commerce, naturally our =
Executive Committee is also dragged in
to share the blame. It is not one of
these maitters in regard to which the
Executive Committee was not consulted. |
That s our grouse. The Minister of
Labour, Industry and Commerce 18

is only the Chairman of the Execntive
Committee.

The fundamental mistake the Minis:
ters jcommit is to think that they are
some wonderful beings who exist apart -

Jrom the Executive Committees., The

i
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- Ministers are mere nothings apart from
their Committees. They are part and
parcel of their Committees.
~ Of course, the Minister of Liabour,
Industry and ‘Commerce would come and
tell us that he had to ¢ ot in an emergency

. and had therelore not the time to consult

.+ us when c¢ertain jroportant matbers were

- discussed:  If he had consulted his Comi-

*mittee over the question of the importa-

tion ‘of rice he would have received

valuable - assistance and advice. The
bon, Nominated Member (Diwan Baha-
dur T. X. Pereira) has been in business in
this eountry for over 40 years, and he
 knows the riee merchants. Another

Member of our Committes, the hon.

Member for Hatton (Mr. Natesa Iyer)

i knows the rice merchants in South India

~ and he also knows the ways of those

. merchants.

The first and foremost thing the

 Minister ought to have done was to con-

sult the BExecutive Committes and to
~ place the difficulties before the Commit-

. tee, because he is part and parcel of the

. Commibtee. He cannot act independ-

. cently of the Committee. What does the

 term " Minister ' mean? In Latin it

' means “servant 7. Therefore, the Min-
" istar is inot only the servant of the

" Execcutive Commifttee but is slso the
sergant of this House; he eannot funetion
apart. from his Committec, There maly

‘bel faults in the Donoughmore Constitu-
tion, but I say thab that iz where he went

.« wrong, if T may gay so without giving

',;:'éul-':- offence. - bl : -
" ¥ The Board: of Ministers had not suffi-

N | ¢lent knowledge of this business, and

. without af least getting advice on this
mabter, thev thought that the Indian
merchants were making plenty of money

_over the rice trade, they asked them-
selves why they should not take over the
business themselves. That was how

thoir mind worked.  If the Sindhi mer-

. chants had bought rice for Ceylon, we

. wonld have heer stung a Tittle but if

Government Servants go to purchase rice

. we would be stung a hundred times

" more. . T am glad to say that the Hon.

" Minister of Labour, Industry and

" Commerce now consults us in  most

. mnatters, G

' Are we adjourning now, Sir? I shall
. require a few minutes more,

L Mr, Speaker: The hon, Member can

~ go on till 12 o'clock. '

[ ¥ e r '\"u".—.w-r'#':—'_?- | g
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- Mr. Sri Pathmanathan: Again, with
regurd to the distribution of rice, 1 do nob
think the Minister of ‘Labour, Industry
and Commerce i3 solely to blame. The
rationing of rice had to be worked aceord-
ing to a programme. Was it pui before
our Committee? T believe he put the

rationing scheme before the Committee.

*The Hon. My, G. C. 8. Corea (Minis-
ter of Labour, Induséry & Commerce) :
Oh, yes. il

Mr. Sri Pathmanathan: And we
agreed lo it. - But the Board of Ministers
made some alterations in the more wvital
parts of that scheme. They said that
inported paddy should be paid oné price
but that local paddy might be sold at
any price. Consequently, local paddy
that was sold for about 12 cents went up
to about 30 or 35 ecents a measure. The
Board of Ministers did not possess busi-
ness scumen, and they were not able to
tackle the  problem /satisfactorily. If
you blame our Executive Commitiee for
this state of affairs, we ean blame the
Bouard of Miniaters for it; and if you
propose to change the subjeets under our
Minigtry, T say the Board of Ministers
will also have to be changed for the same
reasomn. :

The propossl to form a new Ministry
raises & very important Constitutional
issue which cannot be decided in an off-
hand way. To put that proposal info
effect will involve & battle royal with the
Becretary of State [or the Colonies. We
will have to throw thé whele of the
Donoughmore Constitution into the melt-
ing pot before we ¢an achieve that object.
The question of Reforms would naturally
enter into such a consideration and it is
too vast a subject for me to discuss to-
day. I do not know how far the Seere-
tary of State is prepared to alter this
Cionatitution, Ewen if he eonsenis to al-
ter the Constitution, would he release
somne of his powers or further tighten the
strings and take more power to himself,
saving that we have not heen found
eapable in the administration of the
powers already given us and, therefore,
we should not be given all the power
which a free country should have?

To my mind, we must clearly know
how much power the Seeretary of State
ig willing o release. Tt is useléss our
conyerting this Council into a mere de-

" bating society. I do not like to have
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future promises in Constitutional mat-
~ know what has happened in

to promises held out. If there is going
%o be a release of power to the people,
that power should be released imme-

' d1ately We should know what percen-

tage of power would be released. If this
House is asked for itg opinion in that
matter, T would most respectfully and
humbly ask for the release immediately
of 50 per cent. of power—say 50 per cent.
cash in hand—the balance 50 per cent. to
be released after the war.

For the Secretary of State and the Offi-
cers of State to tell us that they would
give us all that after the war is merely
tio cajole us as they would children. You
can tell & child to wait, ‘promising him a
bon-bon. 1In that matter we have the
past experience not only of ours but also
of that great continent across the Strait,
Tndia. We know how they have been
treated and we have 1ear¢1ed many les-

sons. Many eminent people whom 15
have met have told me that they have

suffered over these Constitutional ques-
tions and that we could not ourselves
fight and get all that we want. They
haye said that if we fight, we would only
get what has beent given to India. They
wera of opinion that if we were strong
enough to fight for ourselves, and if India
in the meantime gets a larse measure of

—or tota,l—mdependence or self-govern-
- ment, we may be able to get, 24 hours

later, as much as, say, 75 per cent. of
our demands.

‘There is no reason why we should not

* pub our best foot forward and convert the

"Officers of State into Ministers.

I can
assure the hon, Member for Poinl Pedro
(Mr. Ponnambalam) that we can get a
Finance Minister actually I‘Esponalb]e to
this House snd say good-bye to Mr. Hux-
ham. Then, there is the Legal Secre-
tary, I think this House is cs,pable of
having a lawyer of great eminence to
taks his place as Minister of Justice. T
do not think the Legal Secretary will
ohject to that. And thcre IS the Chief
%ecmtary The mere title ** Chief Bec-
retary 7’ iz a misnomer.
know what he is. Ts he the Minister of
Defenee or the Minister controlling the

‘Public Services? We do not know what

he is. We want to know plainly, un-

equivocally, what he is.

: Bebdtes.

. with Ministers whg hold

We do not

We can only work t.'ms Uﬁns'

with Ministers responsibl
and not with mere autons
power derived from somiel
7.000 miles aws 7.
I remember reading in Greek STOT
that when the Grecks were subd
their reaction to the use of the w

“ subject 7 was appalling, |
They felt humiliated when called
Roman subject. According to i

LEnglish Constitution, & subjeet i3 ‘one’
who owes loyalty to the King; and everv.fﬁ
one, whether English or Asiatie, .win
lovaltv to the Ixmg‘ is a subject. Bo,
there is no odium attached to thab word
now, as there was during the time Of‘ﬁ'
the Greeks. 3

But surely it is hwniliating o be poli-
tically subject to.anybody. You cannof 4
get away from that fact. After the war,*
we expect fair dealing, common gansa;,
and justice to prevail among nations
They are not the heritage of one nation:
There ghould be common sense, fair deal-
ing and justice as between man and man.

With regard to the hornet’s nest raised
by the hon. Member for Point Pedro™
(Mr. Ponnambalam) the Hon Minister
of Agriculture and Lands raised the
xxhole question of the Cabinet form of
Government. That cannot, however, be
solved by a motion of this nature. T am
not certain whether the Cabinet Bystem
of Government is the only form of Grov- o
ernment that can work for the good of &
counfry. It is not the Cabinet Sy‘stem"'
or any other svetem that can work fm:
harmony and with justice in a eountry.
Tt ig the men who work any system that =
count. They should be imbued with
high ideals and with a sense of fair pla;r
as bPLween man and man.

If we have men of that type in thmi]ﬁ
House, I shall go out entirely and place
all my resources as a politician in their™
control. But, unfortunately, the r‘hal‘g‘B
brorwht ammst the present homogeneous”

Board of Ministers is that they have nok
been fair to citizens of another race hvmg
in gnother part of the Island. :

The hon. Member for Point Pedm. )
(Mr. T’onnqmbalam) says that there are
no roads in his part of the country; that’
the roads, if any, that exist are neglect
ed; that the children are neglected; that
there are no schools which the childrenl’_'
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| can attend to receive education; that the
. irrigation gvstem has not been perfected i
that whilst millions of rupees are spent
~ on the south, ndthing is done in the
" north; that all appomtments and perqui-
. sites are on one side. I do not think
“that the hon. Member is wrong in saying

b, There is a great amount of ill-
;Eeelmg, a great amount of distrust, at
ie present moment, among those in the
“morth, 1f the proper men get into the
Board of Ministers and if they spend a
few million rupees in the north, then we
gan all say that what the hon. Member
. Says .S not true. If that were done, the
- hon. Member will not have two votes in
Point Padro.
0 But all that depends on the men work-
T }ng the, Coustltutlon Tt is not the Cons-

t‘mg state of aﬁalrs

~ One word more. I remember in my
Studcnt days weading a book entitled
: ‘ Britannic PELl‘tDLlShlp " by Professor
W - Bastwood of the University of Manches-
ter. T believe he was a hwyer and he
approved of the French saying des gu’on
eorit une constifution alle est morte
What it means is this ! as soon as a Cons-
tifution iz put into writing, it is dead.
The Donoughmore Constitution is dead.
,11, It is no use harping on it. On its ashes
“we have to resurrect; phoenix-like, & new
_‘ Constitution aceeptable to this Council
* and to this country.
It is wrone to say that the Minister of
I Labour, Industry and Commerece ig over-
burdened with worlt. He has under
%lmn several eapable Civil Servants
funetioning; and I disagree with the hon.
Member for Dedigama (Mr. Dudley
Senanayake) when he says that the
officers under the charge of the Hon.
Minister of Tiabour; Tndustry and Com-
merce have been incompetent.

ik #Mr. Dudley Senanayake
‘gama): T did not say that.

. Mr. Sri Pathmanathan: I am quoting
':ffom the Times of Auguat 8, 1942,

. *Mpr. Dudley Senanayake: I said that
. the Minigter of Labour, Industry and
. Commeree never stated that his officers
. were inefficient.
My. Sri Pathmanathan: I am very
i glad of that correction from the hon,
~ Member. T felt that that slatement was

[l
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certainly not correct. The officials under
the Minister are far too hard-worked
Por instance, Mr. Pouhe«r cannot Lo
home fill late in the evening. He works
in office till 10 o’clock at night.’

#*Mp, Aluwihare: He iz not the first

“man who preferred his office to his home.

Mpr. Sri Pathmanathan: Then. there is
Mr. Coomaraswamy, and also Mr. Wal-
ters, who has recently been appointed.
'I‘hey are very capable men. You ean-
not say that they are men whe are not
working hard.

I totally oppose the reallocation of sub-
jects under the Ministry of Labour,
Industry and Commeree. The game
charge that is now levelled at the Minis-
try of Labour, Indusiry and Commerce
can be lévelled at other Ministries toc.
Take, for instance, the Minister of Gom.
munications and Works. e has put
the Railway into a mess. ' .

My, Speaker: The sitting is S‘uspcnd-cd

< 1.2 o’clock in the afterncon.

Sitling accordingly suspended wntil
2 pom., and then resumed.

Mr. P. de S. Kularatne (Balapitiya) :
1 should like to speak a few wordz on
this motion. It seemed to me that this
was g very harmless motion. But ap-
parently it is eapable cf being understood
in many different ways and T should like
therefore to propose an amendment. ;

#*Mp. S, Abeywickrama (Udugama)
Third amendment,

‘Mr. Kularatne: My . dmendment would
read as follows:

““ That this Council recommends the'immediate
creation of a Minigtry of Feod within the ambit
of the Constitution,” : ?

The purpose is to omit the words
‘ with a new orientation of poliey in ,
the malter of purchase, control, price,
and distribution *'. © Those words seem
to have given offence to some people.

Apparently there is a feeling that there
is, by implieation, » vote of censure orn.
the Minister. That, is not the intention,
I believe, of the mover; nor is it my
intention to move a vote of eensure
when T support this mofion. =

When we ask for a new Minister, 113 is
' quite clear that:the House iz not sabis-
fied with the present situaticn, Tt docs

‘

/ nov necessarily mean' that, we have no



Ang. 12, '1949]

- confidence in the Minister; he himself

~ perhaps may be asked fo carry on the
work of the new Ministry.. I think the
House oughyg to be in 5 pesition to sup-
portt my amendment because what is
wanted by all of us is that something
should be done.

*Mr. Ponnambalam What should ba
done?

Mz, Kularatne It seems to e that
when we ask for a Ministry of Food the
Board of Ministers should be able to
understand our position and give us a
Minister, if they agree with us in aceord-
ance with the Conatitution cr within the
Congstitution or, if necessary,
out the Constitution. Thm should he
able to take the necessary sﬁeps tc ask
the G_m'emmwt to ask those in autho-
rity 1o’ make the neocessary amendments
to the Constitution. DBut ncw, as the
amnendment reads, no such thing is
necessaty; we ask for a new Ministry of
Food within the Constitution,

I micve that amendment.

Mr. Speaker: The amendmoent pro-
poséd by the hon. Member is this:

“ That this Conbell reestamends the immediate
creation of a Ministry of Food e
wants the word

‘The ‘hon, Member
) reaor'n-r_ne_n‘ds " substituted for the
wordg ‘is of opinicn . The hon.

WIember also wants to de ete all the
words  after the words ' crealion of
a Ministry of Food "’ and substitute
therefor the words \'nthm the ambit
'of this Constitution ’ The motion will
-~ then read : :

< Mhat this Couneil recommends the unmediate

ereation of a MLmsh'v of Food wl’rhm the ambit

of the Constitution,”

Mr, A. P

Jayasuriya (Horana)
seccnded :

Ml‘. Speaker: The two amendments

are before the House for debate.

*#Mr. E, W. Abeygunasekera (Nuwara
Eliya) : I wish fo make certain observa-
tions both on the main meétion and the
amendments, For the last 8 mmonthg
motions and amendments have been
" moved, bub nothing hag been dcne.

' TIn this connexion I wish {o mention
that the Hon. Minister of Loeal Adminis-

: tratmn and the Commmwmm of Tieal
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even with- °

We went to I, G. Adamally & Cc., & 3

and the Nuwara Eliya | Distrie
wanled the Village Commitfees :
Village (;ommltLee Depots Ip &
qulanirb i %P EE'}?
Tho position . this, T a
Chairman of a Village Committee.
have been here in Colomb. for the la
3 days, for the purpose of buying fou
stuffs for the Village Committee Depof
We were asked to go to the Contrelle
Mr. J. B. Walters. We went there an
wanted to buy certain foodstufts. We
had to make a deposit of Rs 1,000: we
did that. Lastly, we were given permits
for the purchase “of Maldive ﬁsh chillies,
sugar, and some mustard, and were
directed to the Manning Market for buy-
ing sugar. When we went there we were
told, ** We do nct have sugar; you musf
go to the Chalmers” Granaries ., We
went there. We were told that we
would have to go to Captain’s Garden-
Kapitha-watte. Why should there
all this nonsense, Sir? This is notl
but a eamouflage. T want to tell the
Board of Ministers that this is bluffin
the public,
Major-General Inskip said that duri
the last war he ate grass. He adyises
ug fo eat guinea grass. I want tc kno
from the Doard of Ministers whethepr
they are going to advise our fel.'iow-
vﬂlao‘els ’co cat thanalola, mdlkumbm,
anud mmbuh
We have the highest regard for
Commissioner of Civil Defence and ¢
Controller, Mr, J. R. Walters. There
ean be no doubt that they are very a,b
men.
Ag T said earlier, we were asked e b_uy
some of our foodstuffs from the Co
troller’s Stores. As for the rest cf our
requirements, we were: told that we
would have to go to the Pettah dealers:

buy green gram and dhal. But we drew's
a blank. T know that the Pettah d
ers have.in stock many ewl. of artie

like green gram and dhal. Unless and
until = these dealers sre visited by
Inspectors, and it iz agcertained’ that

their stocks are being sold to the publie
no gcod will come out of our scheme
What is this control? It is nothing but.
bluff; this is cheating people; this is mis-
]e&dlﬂﬂ' people. Unless and until

" gomtrol is made effective, there will be

-
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riots. Afier all, hunger cannot be con-

. Hon. Minister of Labour, Industry and
i Commerce. I do not know whether
. hunger can be controlled. '

. The Hon, Colonel J. L. Kotalawala
‘(Minister of Communications & Works) :
lunger ean be controlled by food.

*Mr, Abeygunasekera: They say that
he : Marketing Commissioner has cnly
ol-thel and thalag-thel—rofined coconut
oil and gingelly oil—and grape fruit.
Tha' is all that the Marketing Commis-
* sioner has. He has alsc got Ceylon
kala—Lankawa kaha—turmeric.

#_bout poonac 2

 *Mr. Abeywickrama: Garlic cannob
* sabisfy any man’s hunger. Therefore,
“without wasting our precious time, gome-
thing must be done. Why not ask one
of the mercantile firms to take over the
eotitro]l scheme? Carson & Co. can do
‘that; they would be in & position to do
this work. The present control scheme
g only bluff. ;

In fact, and in fruth, T have a very
great regard for the Hon. Minister of
~ Labour, Industry and Commerce. But
Ja8 long as he 15 not a merchant, he cannat
do this work; he knows nothing about
(this food business. 8o is the case with
“the Civil Bervant who is in charge of this
- work. There must be someone who has
had experionce in this kind of work.

.~ I think we must pass the motion
moved by the hon. Member for Point
Pedro (Mr. Ponnambalam) or see that
something is done. Mere talk and wast-
ing our lungs will never help. We have
gked the hon. Minister to do so many
ings. DBuf nothing has been done.
hings arc only done by halves. You
ill remember the slogan that things done
halves are never done well. T want
to tell this House that if something is
not done early, there will be serious re-
sults, which cannot be prevented easily
by the Board of Ministers.

« I do not want to spesk at length on
this motion. I would vote for any
‘motion, whether it is moved by the hon.
Member for Point Pedro (Mr. Ponnam-

-

 might vote for the amendmens moved;

State Council of Ceylon
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by the hon. Member for Balapitiya (Mr.
Kularatne). But I want something done
without further delay hefore the erack of
doom. '

Mr. G. A. H. Wille (Nominated Mem-
ber) : I do not intend to vote in favour
of either the main motion or any of fhe
amendments that have been put forward.
I do not adopt the counsel of despair
which the last speaker gave utterance to
when he zaid that something must be
done and therefore let us do it, without
knowing exactly to what it will tend.

For many hours last week, and for two
hours this morning we have been swim-
ming or floundering in a sea of words.
Bome of the swimmers did not seem:
able to keep their heads above water or
to do more than utter some gurgling
sounds with regard to such things as the
Donoughmore Constitution and Cabinet
responsibility. I really do not know
what these matters have to do with this
practical affair that is before us.

L would not have risen to speak but
for a remark made by a previous speaker
that we must show the country, by
adopting the main motion, that we re-
alize the gravity of the situation. I do
not think that the main motion offers us
anything like a haven of security in the
very difficult, if not dangerous, position in
which we are placed. For myself, T feel
that we should not lose our heads. Let
us realize the difficulty of the task the
Ministry of Labour, Industry and Com-
merce hag to perform, and leb us calmly
decide to give a chance to the step that
His Hxcelleney has taken, mamely, to
place a co-ordinating officer at the head
of the various Departments under the .
Minisiry of Labour, Industry and
Commerce. A

The main motion speaks of a re-orien-
tation” of policy. That is & nice rotund
phrase. I do not know really what it
implies. To me it seems that we have
only. one policy; at least we can have
‘only ‘one policy in this matter, and that'
is to see that there is an adequate sup-
ply of food and that efficient measures
are taken to secure that the distribution
takes, place smoothly and without any
undue advantage to certain persons and
undue disadvantage fo certain others.
There is no room for a new policy. What
has been wanting is not a new policy,
but perheps more successtul measures in
order to carry out the common poliey.
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One of the arguments used has been
that we must have a full-timer as Min-
ister of Food. I do not appreciate that
argument. After all, the man who die-
tates policy does not require to keep his
noge to the grindstone. His business is
to lay down an intelligent policy and
to see that those under him carry it out.
Noaw, in the Ministry of Labour, Indus-
try and Commerce, under whom His Fx-
cellency has placed the Civil Defence

Comissoner ¢2s Director of - Food
bupply—ﬂ—- '
¥Mr, Ponnm_nbala.m: Has he?
Mr. Wille: you find the hon.

Member for Matara (Mr. Hewavitarne),
a mar who has gpent his life in business.

There iz also the Nominated Member
(Mr. Newnham). Then there is the hon.-
Member for Mannar-Mullaittiva (Mr. Sri
. Pathianathan), who was once I think
our Trade Commissioner, There is the
Nominated Member (Diwan Bahadur
1. X, Pereira), who has been s merchant
of no less than forty years' standing,
and there is the Member for Ilatton (Mr,
Natesa Iyel) who has had a good deal
to do with food questions and who is
acquainted with India, from which place
we expedt o receive our food supply.
Now, with the new Director of TFood
Supply aeting in eonsultaiion with a
Committes such as that, T think we
should have some hope of things being
better than they have been in the past.

T do noti see that with the appointment
of a new Food Ministry, whether it is
- @ Ministry consisting of an Fxecutive
- Comrmttee or 4 Minister alone—all these
suggesblons have been made—we are
going to fare 'very much better. We
st make allowance for this fact, that
the Hon. Minister of Labour, Industry
~and Commerce has had an unprecedented
piece of work in this matter. Ile has
not only had an unprecedented picce of
work, but he has been up : gainst human
nature.  There is the sclfishness of
people o fight against. There is the
dishonesty of proﬁteera and others, and
there, are hoarders. So that o large
measure of allowance has to be made if
the poliey laid down has not'been carried
out successfully.
As to policy there is no room, as I said,
" for & now re-orientation of polley Let
us see that the work is done properly and

b
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“of the suggestious that have been mad

o ought to give ﬂh-&m
tor of Food Supply a chance to wi
things successtully. He will ha

hirn g nuinber of Heads of
The hon. Member for Mann:
(Mr. Bri Pathmanathan) h
us how hard anc thow enthwu '

some of these officers who are Head
Departments under the ILimistry

working. So thet we showld not lo
hoart 3ud at the same time lose otr heads
and go in for meagures which. involve
Constitutional changes, at least if some

are going to be adopted.

Bir, the main thing to strive for is arlr.
adequate food qupply I trust . tha‘lsg/
although T have not been in fayour o
our Ministers making journeys to India,
the result of the Leader of the Housel
going ‘to India will be to secure us our "
food supply, which issaid to be in danger, -
That is only with regard to the suppheg_.
coming from outside, but what -about thi s i
food that is expected to be produced. in
this Tsland? What about our rice sups
plv? What ahout our food producti “'%g
generally? As I said the other day, 1
is high time that we had periodical rees
ports from the Minister of Agriculture ags
to what is being produced in this country.
We do not know how we stand, and the
public mind is gefiting very ahxious. L
us not merely lose ‘heart and lose oul!::
heads and think that by appmntmg a&q
Food Ministry we are going io solve
whole problem of food supplies as well as}
other details in copnexion with foaﬂ
digtribution.

Tt is no use indulging in length .ﬁiae:é
cussions on our Constitution. Much has
been said against the present Constitu-
tion, as if bhat, iz responsible for ’hhq
failure of mweasures that have been tak%
to distribute food. Neither the Constis
tution nor the policy has had anything f

do with the causes of our present chs«'
satisfaction. Tt is almost inherent 1
tho nature of the work to be done tha
there should be difficulties and these diffi-
culties can be overcome i we havg;
a little patience. &

The Minister of Labour, Industry aﬂé"
Commieree, if he hag too mueh to do can
shear himself of some of his additional
duties like, for instance, rural reconstrues
tion, But his ‘experience in this matter

of food, his very failures and mistakes
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and the failures and mistakes of hig Com-
mitbee will be of great service fo the new
Director of Food.  Tle will have to build
on what has been done, im proving things
- as fac as possible as he goes along. But
¢ let us not waste our tir e in this Asgemb-
ly, when we have practical difficulty
before us, <in diseussing questions of
. great Congtitutional reform. That will
sayour of Nero fiddling while Rome is
burning. 1 certainly do not take a light
view of the present situation, and

O R | g Ty

Lot be a disturbance in the present
arryngements, supplemented as  they
have been by the appoinfment of the
Director of Food.

. *Mr. 8, Vytilingam (Talawakele):
Bir, if the originul motion of the hon.
Meniber for Point Pedro (Mr. Ponnam-
E balam) was a censute motion as it was
- interpreted to be by some previous
‘Bpeakers, T would have registercd my
protest and voted against it. . T do not
. consider it to be a vote of no‘confidence
n the Minister of Labour, Industry and
Commerce. T know that the Minister
“has done his best under the eircum-
stances, but I feel that a Minister who
- will be Tn charge of food production as
. well as price control only will be better
able to solve the problem of food distri-
bution in this country. Tood production
s.in the hands of one Minister and price
* control and food distribution is in the
hands of another Minister. There is very
Jiftle  co-prdination in  these matters
“between these two Ministries.
I You will remember, Sir, that the ques.
. flon of the purchasing of local food
supplies has often been brought up in this
- Council by the hon. Member for Matale
(Mr. Aluwihare) as well as other Mem-
¢ bers, and they have demanded that the
“local producer should be paid the same
I priee as was being paid for the same jm-
& ported food. T know as a matter of fact
. that to-day kurakkan imported from
* India is being bought and hoarded by
- {raders in this country at the rate of
= Rs. 36 per bag of 8% bushels. What is
' the price paid to the loeal producers?
- The Goveriment gonsider that Rs. 4.50 &
‘bushel is a very high price and that they
E’, ought not to pay that price fo-day; but
%

the imported article comes into this coun-
£ & try ab about Ri: 11 a bushel. = That is the

w
".-
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price the importer pays. I do do not
know at what price he is going to sell it
to the consumer. Profiteering is yam-
pant, and even racketeering is going on in
the matter of foodstuffs, il

I shall give you one or two itstances.
There was great publicity given with
regard to the consumption of wheat #our
and we were given to understand that we
‘had in this country sufficient wheat flour
to last us months or even years. But
where is all this wheat™our? Tt has
vanished. If you go to ‘the market to
buy wheat flour, you are asked to pay
about double or tfreble the controlled
price, ' 3

s ' . :
Mr. U. Batuwantudawe (Kalutara):

Tt is not available atall.

*Mr, Ponnambalam: It was stated
that there was flour to lust us for months.

*Mr. Vytilingam: It is not that the
wheat flour has been consumed. There
Is g certain quantity of wheat flour, it is
being hoarded and merchants are
demanding high prices. T am told that
it is the policy of the Government, as
soon as these commoditics come in, %o
distribute them to the primary distiibu-
tors. They are a handful of people,
moneyed men, and they buy ‘up the
stock. They do not distribute it all over
the country. They hoard it; and once
they know that the Government stocks
are over, they demand high prices for the
comrmodity. :

Take the case of bajri. Large quanti-
ties of it were imported by the Marketing
Department, and the = Department
adverbigsed in the newspapers that any-
hody could apply for bajiri and would be
sold the commodity at a price of Rs, 9.75
a cwb. What actually’ happened?
Very large quantities of bdjri went into
the hands of primary disiributors. They
bonght up the stocks at Rs. 975 a ewt.
They did not allow this bajri to be distri-
buted all over the country. Onee they
know that the Marketing Department or
other Government Departments do not
have any more bajri for sale, they will
demand higher prices for it. T.ast week
my hon. Friend the Nominated Memher
(Mr. Griffith) wanted some bajri, and T
made inquiries in the market. T was
quoted Rs. 30 for a bag of 200 Ib., where-

a8 it cost only Rs. 17.41 when they:
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Yesterday,
orthe day before, the price had gone up
to Rs. 88 for a bag of 200 1b. or 3%
bushels.

This mketeemnn is going on in thr,

. couniry, and I am gorry that nothing has

" been done. It 1§ very difficult for =a
Minister who is burdened :with other
duties to keep an eye on these abuses and
remedy the situation, As the Hon.
Minister of Local Administration sugges-
ted, I want a Mindster who will always
think of food, dreamn of food, eat food
and who will be able to solve the problem
of food supply in the country.

I would suggest that Courts be
established at every street-corner in the
Pettah to deal with profiteers summarily.
I am sure we have very good material in

our-university and our students can be

asked at least for some time to check up

 $he prices of foodstuffs and report the

matter to the Courts immediately, and
the Courts could deal with them at once.
It is mpossible to expect people who
eome from outstations especially traders

 to make ‘complaints, and then go before

‘the Courts and give evidence and prove
‘charges., Tt is very difficult to prove
charges of profiteering. What happens
18 that when you go to a trader and
ask for a commodity, he puts down the
' confirolled price of the commodity on the
receipt and for the balance he puts down
Bo that there 18 no
documentary ewden{m te prove prohrecr-
Tl S ot

1 would therefore urge thca,t by the re-

_ alloeation of functions “under the present

Constitution, a Ministry of Food be form-
ed whose sole duty would be to look afier
food distribution, food production, food
supply and price ‘control

Mr. G. R, de Silva (Colombo North) :
(T do not want on this occasion to give
a silent vote as I have always had strong
views on this question, I think in my
Budget speech I foresaw the need for s
Ministry of Feod; although T sought to
achieve my purpose bhrauvh a Central
Board of Control with feeder. Boards at
‘outstations instead of an actual \hmstzrv
Gf Food.

. This motion has been mterpreted in s0
many varied and divergent ways that it
is somewhat strange that no one has look-
ed at it from the point of view of its
actual implications.

Debates,

individual, T think it ia & vote of cengure

The wmotion garts

as follows: °° That this
opinion that the immediafg
Ministry of Food ''—
what are the actual i '
words T have guobed? alt
aro nobt merely that the Mlmstrv 0
Lahour, Induqhu and Commerce is i
directed, but all the Ministers, as a bo&js ;
stand mdlcted under this motion. s
The itermn entitled " Food '’ does 11' !
apply to the Ministry of Labour, Indus
try and Commerce alene: there is &
MJ.mstry of Agriculture and Lands which
18 responsible for a large portion of the;
food that we get in this counfry. As fa.r
as I am eonrerncd, if this nmtlr:m 18 eon-
sidered @ motion of censure against a.n;y

againgt the Bosrd of Ministers, because
so many of our Ministers have eome for- J:j
ward and tried {o dabble in the foods
problem. There is ancther Minister |
taking it up now, and two others have
ah‘cadv played their part in it 1 think,
the Minister of Local Administration 11;5
also dabbling in food production. So
that if ot a,ll v9u can call this motion
vote of censure it is clearly against the &
entire Board of Ministers. : i
As o mabter of fact, I think this mofion
should be really aimed against the Board
of Ministers, becanse thcv Were respon-
sible during the last six months ab loast
for all the steps taken regarding food
supply. They were fully in touch, T}
think, with the Minister of Labour, b
Indugtrv and Commerce, and many a
time that ’\Imrster has come hefore this
House and said, * When T put cerfain
matters before the Roard of Minigters,
sometimes they have agreed with me and
somebimes they have anot " Bo that it
is not, at this moment, proper for zmy'.#i
of us to visit the reqponmbrllﬁy on the

- Minister of Tabour, Industry and Gom--

merce alone. In fact, the Board of Mine
istors, I think, realized the implications,
since for once we have seen Minister after
Minister getting up and trying to defend
themselves because they Telt thab they
were equally responsible, and in fact they.
are- equally responsible for this state of
things. -
Food 'is an important questlon, and
taking the implications of this motion as'
it qfandu it meang that we want certain
matters taken out of the hands of the
Mmmter of Labour, Tndustry and Com-
merce in the 'same' way as certaln
¥
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* tunctions have been taken oul of the
hands of the Minister of Agriculture and
Lands. T think even the Leader of the
House has gent out (Bmergency) Assist-
‘ant (rovernment Agerts to atbend to
¢ measures of food prodi.ction. Bo that if
we fake that fact into consideration we
“will realize ‘chat this is & motion which

" of Ministers. And, I think, this is
3pprecla.ted by every Member of this
. House. I have a,lwa,v-; felt that in this
m“ matter of food no one Minister can be
“gin~led out for blame.
b An attempt was made, I think, & few
days ago, to co-ordinate the work of these
" different Ministries, and it secms to me
 —we are only back-benchers &nd we do
" not know what is happening in the holy
- of holies—that no atternpt had been made
*all these days to find out what supplies
. of food we have in this couniry and that
it is only now that an attempt is being
made to find out whai supplies of food
have in the country. Until now no
tr’oempt hag been made to find that out.
W So that T wonld like fo point out that
~ when the mover in his motion speaks
of & ** Ministry of Food ', he really wants
eertain work taken out of the hands of at
; least three people—the Minister of
" Labour, Industry and Commerce, the

_r.gxMinlSteT of Agriculture and Tands and

~ even the Minister of Home Affairs,
 who directs (Emergency} Assisfant
Government Agents in charge of food
| Ieasures.
" Thig is & point which everyone feels,
_Why, aven the Board of Ministers say,
“ Bomethine has to be done ’'; every
- Member of this Hou%e pays, < Bomething
‘*has to be done ', and the question now
before us is how it is to be done?
* Then again I Tor one feel that the real
flaw in our policy of food control is the
act that the work has been solely and
entirely entrusted to Government
hannels.  Ag somebody remarked, there
are eleven Civil Servants engaged in the
work to-day, and through whom do'they
earry on affairs in the Provinees?
Through the Chief Headmen and the
other Headmen,
. of food control is worked through certain

: " Government channels without even con-

~ gulting the representatives of the people
who can give sound advice; and
1f you want to kiew, one feels thsut- all
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the hoarding is done by these very
people who are supposed to be in charge
of food comtrol.

1, therefore, appreciate very much
those words ** of a new orientation in the -
method = -of purchase, control . A
change or orientation of policy should

therefore take place. I tried to make
’rhat pomnt quite clear in my Budget
speech. 1 said on that eccasion that we
should hd\e Boards of Control at
different spots, because to-day vyou will
find that the person who is in charge ab
different spots iz a Government officer
who goes through his work as a matter
of routine. There is no such thing as
finding out whether the food reaches the

people, They just do it a8 a matter of
routine, and until there is that re-orienta-
o of po]lc) with all the t[‘esponmblhi;l?b
pertaining to food being centred in one
person who will be Mlm_:.tcr of Food, or
whatever you might eall hinn—T think,
the words Minister-in-Charge of 'Food
would cover the whole ficld—no satistac-
tory result can be expected.  We have
food that is grown in this eountiy on the
one side, and we have food that is im-
ported from elsewhere, and we will not '
know exactly what stock of food we have
in the country to get along with, unless
we make our own arrangements without
reference to the food we may get from
elsewhers.

I for one feel that the fime has come
for us not to think of getting food from
autside, but o think of conserving the
food in this country and to distribute it
in such a way as lo see that evervbody
receives it. 1T things become really bad,
we will all have to face the conseqlences.

I do not. want to stray into gquestions
of Constitutional procedurs, but I do not
mind admitting that as far as I am con-
cerned I am prepared to go as far as
making ib_ clear that ‘we should even
appoint 1 man entirely outside this Coun-
&l to be in charge of food, ‘because, T
think, it is a national emergency. '
England at the start of the war took steps
to appoint as Food Minister one who was
not even a Member of Parliament. Th
may be said that their Constitution is not

' 80 rigid as ours, but T do not think such

arguments really matter. What really
matters is that the people of this eountry
should get the food. The situation is
critical and dangerous, and must be
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tackled in a manner best calculated to
serve the purpose and capable of ready
and swift application.-

" As I said earlier, 1 am prepared to go
further and say that we should appoint
a man who is nob even responsible to
this Haouse if he can do the job, because
after all what we want is that a proper
job shouid be done.
1 can say that the whole thing has been
@ bungle from start to finish, and the
respbnsibility for that must lie at the door
of the Board of Ministers. -They saw this
trouble comir ~, but each one said, ** Oh;
this is not - job; this is somebody
else’'s job.”" o co-ordinated cffort was
made, altho _h oceceasionally we find the
Board of Ministers saving, *““We vote to-
gether "’. But they made no attempt to
do ‘somethmrr that would be in the larger
interests of. this country.

I would therefore suggest that we do
not drop the words ** a new orientation
of policy ©. By ehange of policy, I do
not mean policy in the very narrow sense
of the term, but a change of policy in the
sense of how to eontrol and purchase;
and unless there is a change of that policy
of working through certain recognized
channels, we would not be able to get
any further,

I do not want to speak longer, as I
do not wish to take up more of the time
of the House. I would ask the Board
of Ministers seriously to consider the
motion in the light of what T said on the
questicn of a Ministry of Food, which

may mean the taking away of work from

s0 many Minisbers and putting it into the
hands of one Minister. 1 certainly
would not mind a redistribution of any
‘sort, provided a single Ministry is left to
tackle the food problem and that alone.

Mr. D. Wanigasekera (Weligama) : In
normal “times we used to import ahont
6,000,000 bags of rice into thiz country
and the gourees through which we were
able to secure about 5,000,000 bags of
rice  have dried up—countries like
Burma, Indc-China, &c. India never
gent us more than 1,000,000 bags of rice
& year, and even at the time that she
was sending us this quantity, she herself
was buying at least Rs. 120,000 worth of

, rice from Burma and other countries.

To-dﬂ.v the positicn hag entirely al-

tered We pannot, T think, blame the
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1f anyone asks me,

mrry out the duties that w’&e
of him. That was due to w
sons. We had fer the lash
established a system of impo
digtribution of rice in this &
where ordinarily m. rehants g O im-
pcrt the rice and distribute it, by a single
stroke of the pen, as goon as we intro-
duced control, we got rid of the system
that had exigted for the last 100 years
and entrusted that work to a Minister
already burdened with other work. It ;
is ro wonder that the whole scheme has "
tailed, bringing in its wake so my-~h &
:.uﬂ":u‘m;3 and heart- burning, and mis-
management all, rount. Thc Minister
shculd haye got a number of experienced

i

merchants and others who were experts
in the trade to handle the situation m =
order to bring order out of chass.
Ingtead, Civil Servants who sgre’ nof =
masters of trade or who do not know the =
different tricks of the trade were 'all of &
sudden  placed in charge of various
Departments, and they could never
have brought order out of chaos,

The merchants themselves, who were
also the importers, were the people who
bought up, m most cases, all the avail-
able stocks and hcarded the commodis
ties, with the result that the Government: ;,’

machinery was paralysed, and as al *‘:‘é
consequence milliong of people living in =
the country are suffering tc-day. The i
position ig very grave and acute. Ewen =
with the creation of a Food Ministry it
will take a long time to put matters ~’,
vight, but unless we ocreate = some &
ma«,hmer} of that type, even what we
have to do in the future will not be done
ity & proper and avqtemth WaY.

L=

Ancther thing we should do is to see
that as mueh fo0d as we need is ‘grown ei
in thig country. Although we are send- %
ing our Leader to Indla I do nct think !
that just now he will be in a position to ﬂ‘\_r
obtain the rice that we are expecting
frem India. The position in India itself =
is now wvery grave. If the eivil dis=
obedience (:ampa-igri is launched'in a very
gerious form, and the whole machinery
of Gevernment becomes more or less
paralysed; T do not think we ean expect
to get agrain of rice from Indis. g

Rir, ‘what are we to do? T read &
repcrt in 'bhe papers the other day that
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Arneries had had a burnper erop of wheat
which would be sufficient for two or
three years, and that they also had even
a reecrd erop of sova bean. This war

| I8 3 war in which the Allies are fighting
. together, and m the case of a small

counfry like Ceylon consideration must
be paid for cbtaining for her food sup-

~ plies cither from Australia or America
. or from some other source, if India fails.
I do not think we should depend en

. Indig alone for our focd supply. We
should demand ' that the Imperial
€ vernment should apprcach Ameriea or
Australia and see that our foodstufts are
imported at an early date. I think, if
this question is nct properly tackled, it

 would lead to rioting and serious trouble
' in this country.

. Dr. M. C. M. Kaleel (Colombo Cen-

tral) 1 To my mind the resolution before
the House is a4 very simiple cne, and the

* hon. Member for Kankesanturai (Mr.

Natosan) has made it simpler still by his
amendment,
- Almost all Memberg seem to be agreed

‘that the food question at present is in

% very serious state, and that i anusk be

. tackled immediately as 5 very urgent
- matter. Thon, Members are also agreed

that this food question must be tackled,

- nob by any outside authority, but by &

Minister ‘who will be responsible to this

House.

It the Minister of Agriculture and

~ Lands has certain hidden fears with

regard to this resolution, it is certainly

‘Dot the fault of the mover of thiz motion.
. e has, for instance, raised the question

of Constitutional reforms, such as a new
form of Government with Cabinct Te-

" sponsibility and various other things, and

he has also frightened the Momber for

. Matale (Mr. Aluwihare) by saying that

vety goon the mover and he will come to

. fight one another tooth and nail on this
‘question.

‘The hon. Burgher Nominated Member
(Mr. Wille) who, for instance is the only
Member whe stands for the prosent

. status quo, stated that the Ministry of

- Labour, Industry and Commerce con-

sists of some of the ablest business men
~in the House.
- whether these Members in that Ministry

I should like to know

have been consulted and their advice

. taken on every important measure which
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the Minister has undertaken. I under-
stand  that ™ these Members  of the
lxecutive Commiittes of Labour, Indus-
try and Commerce have been ignored in
various ways and the Minister has been
acting on his own. However ¢lever and
able those Members may be, they cannot
help the Minister if they are ignored.

Sir, just at the start of the food orisis,
I happened to be going reund the Pettah
one day, and I met seme of the rice
merchants. I do nct agree with the
Minister of Agriculture and Lands whon °
he says that a number of +* o merchants
ran away, and that afte s kodby fell
the others also bolted at. fAerefore the
Ministry had to take steps.. 4 the rice
down. o - _ Aabihie s

In fact, just before the bem .ing fook
place, some of the rice merchants whom
I saw were frantically sending telegrams
to their agents in India, and I read the
replies that they recoived, The rice was
there and they had the means «f sending
it. But it was the Government that put
all the obstacles in the way, with the re-
sult that they were not given permission.
to bring down the rice t¢ Cevlon. So
that, they felt that their remaining in
Cexlon and carrying on their trade was
useless. They were hindered in every
passible way by both the Governments of
India and of Cevlon, and so they thought
that it was time for them e depart.
Thercfore when the bombs fell, it was
like almost the last straw that broke the
camel’s back,

I nnderstand that when the Minister
of Tabour, Industry and Commerce
went to Tndia to negotiate, the Tndian
Government promised to send the neces- -
sary food to Ceylon, mot 100 per cent.
of the requivements,” but what was
urgently required, on one condition,
namely, that the normal trade channels
were .utilized by the Government of
Ceylon. Now, T would like o know whe-
ther the normal trade channels, that is,
the services of the rice traders,- were
utilized. T do not think the Minister
utilized these . normal trade channels.
Instead, our Government began to deal
directly with the _Govemmeﬁt.of India,
and they went to s newly-started firm
which had no experience of imperfing
rice, ignoring the experienced traders.: y
Lcould understand it if the Minister had
got hold of Ceylonese traders swho had -

afarted 5 new firm. I could understand
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1t if he had placed his orders with such a
firm in order {0 help Ceylonese. But
- I hear that this newly-established firm
- was gtarted by certain Indians who had
Do previous experience in the rice trade
and who formed a limited liability com-
pany for the purpose of getting down rice
from India. 1 also understand that a
very high percentage of commission was
‘promised to these people.

*Mr. Aluwihare: By whom?

Dr, Raleel: By the Minizter.

They were promised that the rice would
be bought at the prices ruling at the
time ait!. "oh t' - firm had bought it in
the eheapust ‘t possible. 1t is no
wonder th. - «hat the price of rice
went up s and so rapidly. .

As for tie modon ifself, T would like
3gain to repeat that it is not necessary to
read hidden meanings into it. Tt is a
straightforward resolution that every
Member wanis to have passed, and I de
not see that if it is adopted—at least it
the amendment of the Member for Kan-
kesanturai is adopted—there will he any
difficulties about the Constitutional issue
at all. - All that he says is that this par-

Heular subject of food imports should -

be talen away from the control of the
Minister of Tiabour, Ind ustry and Com-
merce and placed in the hands of
(the Minister of Agriculfure and Tands,
who is responsible for the production of
food. [ Interruption] I remember the
hon. Member for Kankesanturai (Mr.

Natesan) suggesting that the subject of -

food imporis should be placed in the
hands of the Minister of Agriculture and
Lands. T personally do not mind which
Minister takes it up.
I do not mind this subject being left
in the hands of the Minister of Labour,
Industry and Commerce, who has already
had some experience in the matter. He
may have blundered, but that is another
‘reason why he should be placed in control
of this subject—because we always learn
by experience. I would suggest that the
Hon. Minister of Lizhour, Industry and
Commerce be divested of all other re-
spongibilities. such as the various other
- Departments he is in charge of, and given
ouly: this subject of food to administer
and be entirely responsible for if.
- 1 do not know whether the newly-
appointed food chief—I do not know ex-
- actly what be is called—is still the Civil
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-been done.

Defence Commissioner, 1 Hear
says he ig the Civil Defence Camm
and thaf food control work is
part of the work of the Civil
Commissioner, and that it wa
those cireumstances that he wa
to take up this post. T cannot vo
the fruth of that statement, :
I suggest is that the new food chief be

placed under the Minister of Food, the .

new- Minister who is going to be created,

v and that the Minister of Food he

responsible to this Houge,

I would therefore vobe for
amendment of the hon.
Kankesanturai (Mr, Natesan).

*The Hon. Mr, G, C. S,

ter of Labour, Industry & Commercge) :

Sir, I would be less than human if T did

not express my grateful thanks to the
Members of this House for the asguranees

given by almost every speaker ,that-

this motion was not in any way to be

eonsidered as a motion of censure or con.

demnation. That was the mind of the
mover of the motion alsop. R
mention that in order to say that I appre-
ciate the fact that Members of this House
have given expression to that view be-
cause they realized what the work of food

control meant, and I believe they felt

that whatever it was

possible to do hac_l

I have not the slightest objection—in
fact T would welcome it—to this House
considering the food situation very fully
and coming {o any decision which js in
the larger interests of the eountry, irve-
spective of any question of personality,
I shall not therefore ask you to consider
that T do this or take any personal factor
into consideration, because T feel equally
with you that if there is a problem of
grave importance facing this country, it
is the problom of food production as well
as proper distribution,

There have been sorie amendments

moved to this motion, but before I refer

to those amendments or to the motion

itgelf T hope you will permit me to refer

in broad detail to some of the work that

has been done in connexion with food

control, beeause undoubtedly the words in
the motion which the Member for Bala-
pitiya (Mr, Kularatne) secks to cut out
by his amendment convey at any rate
an implied charge of inefficiency which

~

But what *

.the:
Member {ue

Corea (Minis-

Well, /T« 8
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anerchant to import rice.
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might be interpreted as some kind of
censure. However, I want to explain to
the House the steps so far faken with a
view to acquainbing the Flouse with the
actual work done apl whether on thosze
lines there is any need for any re-orien-
tation of policy in regard to the subjects
that is, with regard fo
purchase, distribution and control.

Before I deal with that, I would like
to refer to certain observations made by
the hon. Member for Colombo Central
{Dr. Kaleel). He appears to have heen

misinformed, and I would like to correct

him. In the first place, it is quite incor-

Teeh to say that the Government placed
any obstacles in the way off the rice--

importing merchants to prevent themn
dfrom carryving out their desire to hmport
rice from Burma,

Dr. Kaleel:

From India. I did not

. refer to Burma at all.

#*The Hon. Mr. Corea: I thought he
- referred to some

" troublesome  days
when frantie telegrams were sentf.”

With regard to imports from India,

there was no interference by this Gov-

ernment; with any attempt by any single
On the con-
frary, every encouragement was given to
these people to import rice. '

Dr. Kaleel: Did the Indian Govern-
ment give the necessary licence facilities
bo export rice to Ceylon?

#The Hon, Mr. Corea: T will at this
stage take up the thread of my remarks
in rega.rrl to a part of the motion before
us.

The House must remember that the
subjeet of food control in an emergency
is ineluded in the schedule of subjects
alloecated to the Executive Commitiee of
Industry and Commerce, and
that necessarily meant that action could
be faken under that only during an emer-
gency, as a result of war, famine or gome
such occurrence. My Excouuve Com-
mitte took the earliest possible step that
any reasonable person or body could have
been expected to take in preparation for
an emergency- :

As long ago as the middle of 1938 —
Mr. Newnham: Before that.

State C’(mnczl of Ceylon
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of the Munich crisis——

*Mp, Ponna.mlqalsm Detoher, 198872

*The Hon. Mr, Gom;'-—-——_«&baut thiat
time we felt that owing to the Bluropean
situation, although we were so far away,
although no one at that time could have
c{)n]ured up visions of a conflict with
Japan, or of the war coming so close to
our doors as has happened, we' felt that
there was potential danger te us in the
happenings of BEurope af that time, and
we took action in order to ereate within
Ceylon as large a reserve of rice as was
possible for the secur  of its people.

I am not trying to any blame on
anybody, but hon. M, ers will recall
that, when a Bill in this connexion was
introduced in the House, the House
woull not, could net, take it sgericusly,
The House would nob, ab thet time, give
ug the power te create the reserve, and
the result was that the Bill had fo be
withdrawn. Later, about the beginning
of 1939—about Mareh,  1939—when
events were again developing fast in

Burope. I brought this Bill back to the

House and explained the urgeney and

the necessity for the sfep proposed, and ©

the House pa._bsed the Bill and gams us
the neeessary authority.

We began taking action under thaL law
in July, 1939, in order to huild up a re-
SErVe. At that time, hon. ' Members
|r11gh{. remember, this country had never
in stock at any time more imported rice
than was sufficient for more than seven
days’ consumption. We never creafed
a reserve; we were living on the Jmportﬁ
arriving from day to day; we were lead-
ing a hand- to-mouth existenee in the
matter of imported rice. We never had
ab any time stocks of rice sufficient to
last us for more than a week.

By our action we created, without cost
to  Government, by using the 1mp0r‘r,
merchants themselves, a reserve of rice
which was sufficient for the needs of
this country for very nearly two months.
Does that disclose negligence on the part
of my Exccutive Committee or want of
consideration of the difficulties that were
likely to arise? Does that not show that
we shouldered the responsibilty cast on
us in regard fo & fu‘nctmn allgeated to
our T]xecurtwe Comml‘b’oee, not as a defi-
nite .sub]elci: coming within the scope of
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our work, but as a matter which might
- becomie its coneern in the event of an
emergency? Is it not an indication thdt
every possible step, in early anticipation
of what might happen, was taken by us
to build up a reserve? I am referring
here only to rice, because that iz the
important item. We took similar getion
to build up reserves of other articles, but
1 am confining my remarks to rice.

We ereated that reserve right down to
the time when imports from DBurma
completely ceased. Not merely that, as
800N as war became imminent in the
Hast, we took action to supply ourselves
with g large quantity of rice and paddy
from Burma. We placed orders with the
merchants there, and when we could not
geb supplies owing to eertain difficulties
the traders experienced, we placed very
lange orders with the Government of
Burma. We wanted rice and paddy, and
we asked the Government of Burma to
send the quantities ordered.

« But events moved very swiltly, and
Wwe were caught up by those events,
undoubtedly, TEvents moved so rapidly
in Malaya and Burma that even hefore
Burma fell, when we had hought rice and
it was ready for shipment both at Ran-
goon and Akyab, it was impossible to
move that rice because events progross-

- ed more swiftly than we had anficipated.
Certainly we were 0 a large extent
caught unawares. But we could not
have done anything more than we did
in the circumstances.

To-day, by forco of cireumstances,
whoever undertakes to supply the people
of this country with imported rice muss
necessarily depend on India and India
alone for whatever rice we can get.
When the Burma supplies were cut off,
what steps did our Exceutive Committee

- take? Did ib take all the possible steps
which any reasonable an or hody could
‘be expected to take? That iz the criter-
ion on. which your judgment must be
based, the fact on which your judgment
must be hased. Did the Executive
Comimittee take every possible step which
you would expect any. reasonable body
charged with responsibility to take? T

. say that there can be no other answer
hut that every possible step was taken,
I will give the facts and prove that every
step possible has been taken with regard
to gupplies of rice from India as soon as

v supplies from Burma became impossible.

L

3

.
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-sent out a speeial officer §

quantity was purchased by these two

‘chase of rice by our officers.

The first step was tak :
last yeéar, within & fow
of the entry of Japan ‘infi

supplies) of rice were s 1
make arrangemerts for the purchase of
as much rice as conld be obtained. L
may be wearying the House with these
details, but the House should hear me
on this peint and know these facts.

In addition to dispatehing this officer
to India, the Ceylon Trade Commissioner «
in Bombay was guthorized to purchase
as much rice as was possible. That
question wag considered by the Boar. afﬁ
Ministers as an emergency measure, and
the Board approved of ithis step. An-
order was sent by the Chief Secretary on
behalf of the Board of Ministers. We
got into touch with the Trade Commis-

sioner in Bombay by telephone, and both
the Financial Secretary and I discussed
the matter with the Trade Commissioner 5
and gave him authority to buy as mueh '

as he possibly could. _

What was the result? Within three
months these two officers were able to
purchase for us 45,000 fons of rice. That

&£
o ot

officers between January and March °
this year. [ can give these figures now,
although T did not want to give them
carlier, because they relate to rice whieh
has arrived and gone into consumption.
These two officers bought 45,000 tons
within that peried. ' '

The Government of Indis did nob
approve of the operations of these two
officers. I may add that during this
time we never placed any restrictions on
the merchants whio were importing’ as
much as they could themselves, in addi- &
tion to the quantity purchased by the |
Government, One difficulty did arige in
India, and that was that owing to the
entry of this Government into the mar-
ket to make these purchases, the price 9
began to rise. The Government of India
then came on the scene and said that =
they did not approve of the system, and
they took steps to prohibit further pur-
That led
to the visit of the Minister of Agrieulture
and Lands to India. Whatever people
may say with regard to Ministers going

o India, this country must be grateful =

to the Minister of Agriculture and Lands.
in this connexion. It must be appre-
ciated that the Government of India had

1
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put a ban on the sale of rice to Cevlon
through the Trade Commissioner and
others who had bought 45,000 tons
already, and that we were in danger of
loging that quantity. :

. But the Minister” of Agriculture and
. Lands, by his arrangement with the
- Government of India, was able to ensure
. a supply from India of 38,000 tons a
~amenth, That was a- delinite step for-
. ward in order to keep this country sup-
plied with rice. If*that quantity of
© 88,000 tons & month arrived in Ceylon
L wo.would have actually been geiting the
"~ same quantity of rice as we imported in
“normal times from Burma and India, less
only 10 per cent. We would have re-
ceived a quantity of rice which would
| have very largely solved our difficulties
and our problems.

£
:
i

Unfortunately, owing to the arrange-
ment arrived at, that the rice should be
obtained through normal trade channels,
and owing to certain delays in the issue
of authority to traders to export, we were

- not able to obtain the rice. The-Minis-
ter of Agriculture and Lands returned in
the middle of March this year. He had

* accomplished his task up to a point, but

. during the rest of March we did not get
~ any rise on the licences issued. We
- waited 4ill early April, snd when the

E guestion became so  acubte—we were
granted 88,000 tong a month without the

‘ necessary machinery to collect that
g quantity and bring it to Ceylon—we were
. cerfainly alarmed,

The result was that the Board of Min-

. that these licences were issued and that
0 thel necessary organization was set up
' in order to get the rice moved into Ceylon.
I took up the matter with the Govern-
ment of India, and the Government of
India then began issuing licences from
the middle of March. The Government
of Ceylon had no say in that matter. The
Government of India began the issuing
of licences, and from the middle of April

rigo.

Out of the rice that was allocated to
us from the Sind Provinee or Karuchi
District, during the months of  April,
Mav and June, we were able to buv
32 ,000 tons. This is in addition to the
45,000 tons 1 referred to earlier. Under

State C‘ounczz of ngﬁon '

igters decided that T should go and see

we were able to and began to collect the

i
T
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the same. mangement we were able to
buy 40,000 tons of rice dufing the same
period from Madras.  So that in all,
for the first six months of this year, we
bought about 185,000 tons of rice from
India alone.

*Mr. Ponnambalam: What was the
quantity purchased?

*The Hon. Mz, Corea: We bourht
185,000 tons of rice, whieh is really equal
to about half the normal supply to this
countr_y

gave Yol thnse ﬁgures in older to
&how that the only" possible place we
could have obtained rice from was India,
and that we had discussed matters with
the Indian Government. We have fol-
lowed the agreement that was reached,
mnd we are trying our best to obfain the
rige. There has been delay, cerfainly,
because we had to depend on ‘the normal
trade channels. As a result of that, the
latest development is that the Govern-
ment of Madras, with our full appraval;
has undertaken to purchase and supply
Ceylon with the quantity allotted from
Madrag, which is a fixed quantity now.
You de not want a re-orientation -of
policy . : i

#*My. Aluwibare: Then why is the
Leader of the House going to India?

#The Hon. Mr. Corsea: T am referring
to Madras. Then, with regard to the
question of Sind, there are difficulties
which I do not want to go inte in detail;
but we cannot get rice from there at pre-
sent. Therefore we are tryirg to obtain
rice from other places where we have a
fairly reasonable hope of getfing it
because of the reasonable afttitude which
the Central Government of India has
taken up. That is the position with
regard to rieé purchase in Indis.

The point T am making is that every
possible step that could have been faken
was taken in order to secure riec from
Lodia. We cannot move the Govern-
ment of India to give us more than
38,000 tons of rice at the present
moment. We do not ‘want to do that.
We know that India has a deficit herself.
We know that India has to supply rice,
not only to Ceylon but also to other
countries in other parts of the world and,
knowing the position, we do not want to
ask India for more than 38,000 tons of

ok
' i
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rice. We have tried to obtain as much
rice as possible in the past with the help
and assistance of the Government of
India. Therefore, you will see that we
have not left anything undone with regard
‘to obtaining rice from India.

Then, what about other foodstuffs?
We haye left nothing undone. Take the
case of the. most important commodity
which we need to make up for the
deficieney in the quantity of rice. Tt is
wheat and wheat flour. We took steps
‘ab a very early date to place very large
orders with Australia,. We did not ne-
glect the importation of wheat flour,
There was the: possibility that wheat flour
would be wanbed.

When we placed these orders and
imported: large quantities of flour, the

Mayor of Colonibe, who discussed cer-

" tain rmoatters in my Office, said, ** You
hayve done the most idiotie thing in
ordering such a large quantity of ﬂour
The onlv thing is for you to bury your
officers. in  the flonr that you have
imported.” He was amazed. The
quantity ordered was not such an extra-
ordinarily large quantity. We had a cer-
tain amount of flour coming in EVery
month, We had placed an order for
wheat. Tt was certainly a lavger order
than a normal one, but we felt justified
in placing that large order because we
knew and felt that it might become
niecessary, whenever there was a sudden
shortage of rice 1o fall back on wheat and
wheat flour.

We placed those orders, and not only
did we hawve that flour and wheat, but
we also took steps to divert to Ceylon
certain ships which were carrying wheat
and wheat flour to other countries, and
we were able to secure those supplies.

Therefore, T claim that my Committee
did not neglect that aspect of the ques-
tion. They did whatever was possible
80 a5 to obtain supplies. Then, we have
taken the further preeaution now of
placing very much larger orders, 1 do
not think T need say anything more, but
the House ean take it from me that we
have placed very mueh larger orders and
that we are not only getting a large quan-
tity menthly but are also taking further
‘steps to secure a large increase monthl\r
—a special supply, which will enable us
to keep a reserve in addition to the
monthly supply of wheat as well as of
wheat flour.
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Sir, the question has ]Je
what happened to the ‘ﬂtmr

factor, We did not know
tude of the public w
sccepting flour. As 1
we had a very L vge qu
stock.

We had to get the conmsvniers to &
it as otherwise it would have gone bad. z
We knew that the normal Ceylen con-
sumption of flour had been assessed at
about 1,500 tons a month, and we calc
lated that owing to the incressed float
population present in Ceylon, we shoul
pub the normal consumption at 3,000 . ns
a month,

On that bhasis we had suﬁiclent flour
to last us for about eight or nine months, 3
and we were compelled, because the four
might go bad in our hands, to M‘v&rtise'-.ﬁ
very largely to the effect that wheat flour
was good ag a substitute for rice and we
advised evervbody to take flour, We
freely issued it to the public, Wlth th;s,?.
result that it has been distributed all™s
over the country. It has gone
different people— to estabes, ]arge‘_'}'
dealers, members of the public; in fsct,ﬁ
to everybody.

#Mr. Abeywickrama: The distribution &
ig fanlty.

*The Hon. Mr. Gorea: It is very easy
to say so after the event. I could haye
deled the flour out; I could have rationed
it; I could. have issued it through the
varions depsrtments; I could have distri-
buted it through the Controller. But T
did not want to do that., Whether it was
right or wrong we had to take a deeision,
and that was when we had built up such
o large stock of flour that it might have ™
gone bad in our hands if the 'publm did ,J,,
not take it. Therefore we had to issue lf: 2
and encourage the public to use it. It is
certainly posmhlo for anyone afterwards & »
to say that it was o wrong dedision; that
wo should not have issued the four in
that way but we should have gmdua;]lv
doled it out. I am {elling you frankly
the step we took and the reason for it. =

We were afraid that we were taken
unawares, beeause 16,000 tons of flour ¢
were dlbDOSEd of in less than a month.
But we did hot distribute all the stock we
We still have our stock which we
have had to look after more earefully in
view of that large disposal. Tt is the
stock which we were keeping until the
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pexty stock arrived. We are issuing the
flour now it g more restricied manner.
| It is being made available in resiricted
quantities to the people who require it,
such as the bakers and the retail dealers.
¥ There is no doubt hat owing to the
- restriction there is a shortage at the mo-
| ment. But this shortage will not be
‘experienced for long unless something
" untoward bappens. The stock we have
~ ordered is quite sufficient to keep this
country well supplied with flour and
wheat. The Hon, Minister of Health
~ reminds me that if that flour was not
disivibuted and it went bad, Members
would have asked why public money had
" been wasted. But these are the circum-
stances in which that action was taken.
- Therefore, in regard to substitute foods,
like wheat and wheat flour, my Commit-
tee cannot be blamed for not having
taken any action beforehand and for not
4 taking all reasonable action which any
person should have taken under those
- eircumstances.

Take the case, again, of sugar. We
had cerbain difficulties. We had a
shortage, The system of distribution
broke down. When the source of
supply, that is Java, failed suddenly,
almosb precipitately, owing to the switt
~ developments in the Eastern theatre of
_war, what did my Committee do? Did
they sit down and say, ‘' Sugar has fail-
gd, what shall we do? "’ ~We did not
stop there, We took every step possible;

e R AT o AT T L AL ST W W i v tves L Tl O

© we telegraphed to all the authorities we
~ could geb in touch with—the countries
f_ that supply us with sugar—and we
. obtained a fairly large supply from those
%’ countries. We obtained sugar from
4

 swherever it was available. We werc
even able to break through or rather fo
surmount the convention governing the
gxport, of sugar from India, and we
obtained sugar from there and from other
eountrics as well.

- Then we had to plan the distribution of
sugar. At a certain period there was
very great dislocation, because we were
not willing and we were not going to
release the stock we had in hand so long
as the old sugar was available. Tt was
only after the old sugar had been
exhausted that we released the sugar we
had in hand. T am not dealing at the
moment with the distribution of sugar.

Y
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I am again making this point, that in
regard to sugar also my Executive Com-
mittee did not sit tight and failed to take
necessary action but that they did every-
thing reasonable and humanly possible
in order to secure that necessary article
of food. _ _

The samg story applies to other com-
modities, such as eurrystuffs, and so on.
Direct importation was undertaken, and
encouragement was given to importers
$ill we found thab the supplies coming in
were fairly satisfactory.

Now, while hon. Members are listening
to me on that peint, can they have for-.
gotten the circumstances at the time
when those actions had to be baken?
The whole transport pesition had been
rendered difficults and almost impossible.
After the outbresk of war shipping was
disorganized to such an extent thab
arrangements had to be made even for
shipping. We could not have said that
we had ordered these arficles from such
a place and that we are hoping that they
would come in. Action had to be taken
to enlist the sympathy of the people who
control shipping all over the world.

*Mr, Abeywickrama: All over the :
world ? '

#The Hon., Mr. Corea: Yes; we had to
enlist the gympathy of the Americans and
the British, who control the shipping.
All this had to be done. Everyone took
a hand in the matter, and with the
greatest diffienlty we were able o securo
transport facilities in order to make these
foodstuffs  available. Bo ' that  with
regard to the supplies, my Executive
Cornmittes did evervthing that could
possibly have been dome, and I am quite |
sure that anyone who reasonably con- |

. siders the steps that were taken to ensure

supplies will not attach any blame to
the Execulive Cotmmittes’ of Labour,
Industry and Commeree. | '

There is only one other aspect of the
matter that T wish to deal with, that is
the internal purchase scheme. That has
been put on this definite footing, that the .
distribution of all perishables produced in
this country will be the concern of the
Ministry of Aericulture and Lands—the
Hon. Minister of Agriculture and Lands
has accepted that by arrangement
between us—and that the guestion of all
grains produced in this country, that is
cereals which ecan be kept for some time
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for the use of the public will be the con-
cern of my Ministry; and steps will be
taken by my Ministry to collect and to
store up and make available for distribu-
tion the cereals produced in the country,
mainly cereals hike kurakkan and— —

®Mr., Abeywickrama: By whom was
that arrangement sanetioned—by the
Council or the Board of Ministers? I do
nob remember it,

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: I understood
that we were responsible for the internal
purchasing scheme. Well, we wanted to
buy up all the Low-country paddy that
1§ grown in this country—— '

*Mr. Abeywickrama: Tf the Hon. Min- .

infer will give way for a moment, I want
to be clear on this matter. Who. made
the arransements abeut the responsibi-
lity of the Ministers, and so on?

- *The Hon. Mr. Corea: Well, we have
_had to do it. We know very well that
m this country there is large production
of manioe, for instance. There is pro-
duction of all sorts of articles. And are
you going to let all those commodities go
do waste? Do ¥ou want us to come to
Council and ask, ‘“ Who is going to
collect it and distribute it?’ There is
| the Marketing Department functioning,
and the distribution of these foodstuffs is
a funetion of the Marketing Department.
Surely, you do not want us to come to
this Council and say how all the vege-
tables produced in thig country are going
to  be distributed. The vegetables
produced in Anuradhapura wmight, be
distributed in Galle.

*Mr. Abeywickrama: But onions are
rotting in Jaffna, :

*The Hon, Mr. Corea: That is why we
want to do this work, in order to prevent
any such rotting taking place. We have
asked the authorities responsible to dis-
tribute all perishables that came in.
We have undertaken the responsibility of
Tooking after the cereals. Acting on fhat
arfangement, a .scheme has been drawn
up and instruetions issued.

Now, some hon. Members attached
some blame to me for certain defects in
the internal purchasing scheme. T have
never tried to throw any blame which is
attached to me on to somebody else,

136—J, N, A 17799 (10/42) :
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but I want to say this, that

difficulty which presented itself
the original scheme which

ward was not acceptable
of view of the amount
paddy purchased or

puddy from certain areas, or
of prices. T had that difficulty, beean
the original scheme was not accepted
im tote. But that scheme was put for-
ward in April. If I had had tha#
scheme, T should have been purchasing
from April up to now. Bug I had to
put it aside. ;

Only recently this scheme was tal~u
up when the Civil Defence Commig-
sioner was appeinted, and having ex- =
amined the scheme, we consulted the
Members of Council concerned with
those areas and put it up to the Board -
‘of Ministers, and it has been accepted.
So action is now being taken under that ¢
scheme to buy up all the possible paddy
throughout the country. In addition, e
the necessary transport srrangements ¥
have been made, difficult as they are in
this country. : "i

*Mr. Yytilingam: What is the prica J'!
that Government is now paying for
paddy?

*The Hon. Mr, Corea: Buying is
going on mow on the old system, and
this question will have to come up in
& day or two by regulation, so I do not
want to say anything about the future
price. I think all hon. Members will to
a large extent be satisfied that we are
offering a price which is attractive to
the producer and will keep him in the i
work of production and which will net
at the same time be too much of 2
burden on the consumer. Both thosd’
points have had to be very carefully:
kept in mind when we considersd the :
question of fixing the price. Anyway, =
that has been comsidered and & cerbain
price fixed,

Now we have these factors: we have .
fixed a price which is not going to fluctu.
ate or change; Government will become
the sole purchaser of that paddy: and
we aye making the necessary arrange-
ments for storage and distribution. So
that on the question of the internal pur-
chasing scheme also something definite
has been done.

*Mr. Ponnambalam: Are you com-
mandeering all the sfoeks or
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*The Hon. My, Corea: For the mo-

meny, we are making Government the
sole buyer.

*Mr. Pounambalam: Government has
been the scle buyer always.

. *The Hon. Mr, Corea: Goveérnment
. has not been the sole buyer, because the
- other people have not been prohibited
. from buying. There is only voluntary
sale to Government at present. If a
. person likes to sell to Government, he
" could sell to Government, but if he does
" mot, heis not compelled to sell. Now
. W~ are saying that nobody is to buy
" except Government, and we certainly are
taking steps to commandeer any stocks
. there may be of verv large quantities,
5o that we can confrol all the paddy that
¢ i produced in this country in that way.

. *Mp. Abeywickrama: That is, in self-
' supporting areas?

#The Hon. Mr. Corea: No, BSir,
\ throughout the whole country. There
" will be no self-supporting or non-seli-
| supporting areas for that purpose;
throughout the whole country that
scheme will operate.
: With regard to supplies, I have taken
- all this time to show the House that my
" Committee have taken this action. Of
eourse, Sir, my Committee fails to a
very large extent—for which I take
most of the blame—in that by tempera-
ment neither my Committee nor T my-
gelf have been accustomed or are com-
petent to undertake this very valuable'
task of window-dressing in this country.
We have plodded and carried on and
done our work to the best of our ability.
We have never tried to make a show of
it. That is certainly a fault, certainly
a mistake, and I must freely confess it.

Sir, we have never gone after news-
paper magnates, and we are paying the
price for it to-day. But it is a price that
" we are prepared to pay, and I shall con-
" tinue to pay it as long as I am in this
) House, indeed as long as I live. I shall
" not suceumb to the blandishments, nor

be terrorized by the tactics of big news-

ipaper magnates who try to rule his’

| country. I want to make that clear,
The hon, Member for Matale (Mr. Alu-
wihare) was quite right when he urged
that it was a case of pillorying. Tt is
not a case of pillorying; it is & real
racket. N0
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*Mr. R. S. 8. Gunawardana (Gam-
polaj: That s the @ efandard of
journalism we have to-day. ;

* M.
paper?

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: Well, we have
had to contend with these things.

Abeywickrama: Which is the

*Mpr. Abeywickrama: Which paper?

*The Hon. Mr, Corea: Now I would
like to refer very briefly to those other
two points, the question of distribution
and price control. :

The question of distribufion is very
closely and intimately bound up with the
question of transport, which is certainly
one of the most difficult problems that
we have in this country to-day. In spite
of this transport difficulty, hon. Members
will realize that to-day we are keeping
supplied 16,000 authorized retail distr-
butors and about 2,000 wholesale distri-
butors in this country. That means that
we have to distribute almost every day,
throughout the whole counfry, nearly
14,000 bags of nice. 1t means that
srrangements have to be miade fo have
those bags measured, to have those bags
ready for the wagons, to gecure the
wagons and to see that every one of these
16,000 supply stations are kept supplied
with rice.

We began this rationing scheme on
2nd February last. I askhon. Members
whether it is any negleet on the part of
my Committee or the officers working
under it if from the 2nd of February last
up to date, whatever other little defecis
there may be in the scheme, we haye
kept every single retail station going
without & single day’s absence of stock?
Is that not something in which we can
take pride? We undertook the task of
the best and most squitable distribution
of a limited supply of essential food.
That meant that we had ta see that every
single person in this country who had to
get rice, received it. I say that we
arranged our affairs ab the centre in such
a way that rice was made available ab
every one of these distribution centres
scattered all over the country, without a
single place going short of rice on a single -
day. And I say, Sir, whatever the ration
a person was enfitled to get, whether it
was sufficient or insufficient, we saw 1o
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ib that he peceived that mation, from the

wilds of the North-Western Province to

ﬁ;e most populous place you can think
of. :

*Mr, Abeywickrama: There are many
places without rice.

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: No, Sir. There
* are complaints aboub the quality of the
rice, eomplaints about wholesale or retail
dealers giving one kind of rice instead of
another kind—these are difficulties which
are inherent in any scheme and which
we are trying to remove. But 1 will take
my stand on this, that there has not been
4 gingle complaint that theme has been
nio Tice avadilable. %

‘When I say that, the House will appre-
ciate our difficulty in regard to the
matbter. Tt is a matber of eonsiderable
 concern and anxiety. To send the rics

to all these stations, to send the paddy
to all these stations, to send the flour to
all these stations, to send the wheat to
all these stations, we want a minimum
number of wagons from the Railway.
‘We have put it down as 80 wagons, 90
wagons, 100 wagong, and so on. Buf
does the House know that we have never
' got more than 30 or 40 wagons? You
can imagine the anxiety of those who
~ have to supply the country with rice.

%M. Abeywickrama: Then how did
you manage ifi?

*The Hon, Mr. Corea: We managed
it because our scheme wags devised in
such a way that we were able to stock
every sbation with such a large quantity
of rice, when we were able to get the
transport, fhat they had more than a
week’s stock always. That itself shows
‘that the officers dealing with this matter
were not remiss or negligent in their
duties. We considered the possibility of
the trangport system bregking down, and
therefore. every station, in places like
Kurunegala and Ambepussa, for in-
stance, was stocked with more than two
or three weeks’ supplies.

I swill give an illustration, since some
Membery seefn to think that these things
are just happening and are not the resuls
of careful Torethought and congideration
on the part of the officers concerned.
There was the big fire in the Beira Lake
‘which destroyed the railway line to some
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extent. It was nob
teen or seventeen da
not a single bag of
down gouth. Bug
left in the lurch, were™®
Ne, 8ir. We st 1 gsupplie
we still sent the rice.
organize our trangper. !
The difficulties of these things are nob
fully appreciated. In spite of all these
difficulties, we have distributed the rice.
‘We have distributed as much as we can
the sugar, the flour and the wheat re-
quired. ; ; j
Of course, there are cerfain defects.n
regard to the distribution of these articles.
I am not unaware of them. Nor do I
claim any sort of perfection. In the
nature of things, no scheme of control
can be worked so as to give satisfaction
to everybody. Such a scheme i mnot
known in any part of the world. With ©
the experience of four years during the =
last war, with all the ability available,
in England too there are defects in the =
scheme, there are breakdowns, there are ,§
complaints, there ig grousing—all that i ‘j
going on. L
But I wish fo make it clear 10 hon: °
Members that T do not suggest that be-
cause there are difficulties experienced
in other countries, because there are diffic
culties inherent in thiz scheme, we
should tolerate any single deficiency or
defect. I myself would like to see the
scheme made perfect. If we have failed, =
and if there iz someone who will eome
forward and undertake to do this work
with complete satisfaction to everybedy,
there will be none more ready than I to
support him and say, ** Let it be done *".
That is the atfibude I take up with
regard to this matter, because it is such *
a vital question.. But I do want hon.
Members to realize that it is go full of
difficulties, "literally, bristling with diffi-
eulties, that if the scheme has been car-
ried on so far without a single break-
down, then it iz something of which we
need nof be ashamed. There are diffi-
culties which erop up in a hundred ways.
Now we have to administer it through
the agency of the normal machinery of
Government. It is not altogether true,
asg one hon. Member said—I think it was 5
the Membper for Colombo North (Mr.
G. R. de Silva)—that it is worked entire-
1y through Government machinery, those

We had to

)
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16,000 refail dealers are ordinary traders,
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and the wholesale dealers are also ordin-
ary traders. We have used the Govern-
ment machinery available to have them
. supplied with rice, and to keep account
- of such supplies.

. Apart from .the irksomeness of the
gecheme itsclf, apart from the ineon-
veniences inherent in the scheme, there
are sometimes complaints made against

wrong acts of administration, lack of
= sympathy on the part of the hundred
- and one officials dealing with this matter.

I should like to give a case in point.

You say that Kachcheries, Government

officials, are lacking in sympathy, but

here you find what happens when this
work is handed to local authorities.
allowed a certain Urban Distriet Couneil
~ to make arrangements for distribution of

' rice fo people in their area, but now 1 am

recelving petition after petition complain-

ing agamnst the arrangements made by
that loeal authoriby. I do not say this

" toshow that what they do is wrong. The

" Chairman and Members of that Urban

. Council allocated a certain boutique for

certain people to get their rice from.

Bome consmmer said that it was not con-

' wenient for him to make hig purchase of
vice from that boutique and sent in a
petition.  That  discontentment  was
there, and it was carried to other people

. as well, and thereby it grew. You have
to face the fact that there will be dis-

i contentment and . dissatisfaction with

 regard to any restriction scheme,

iThe mover of this motion made refer-
ence, in the course of his remarks, par-
ticularly to one defect, one failing, on

*our part with regard to the rationing
gcheme, namely, the attachment of an

. individual consumer to a certain depot
or refail distribution centre. As a matter
of fact, he raised that point about the
time the ratiening scheme was introdue-

~ed. I wvaried the original rationing
‘scheme to this extent in view of several
suggestions made by Members of this
House, that T allowed every person to

. sell—[Interruption.] The difficulty that

. I anticipated did arise very strongly,

which led practically to the

of the whole rationing scheme.

T

The mover pointed out That what was
not done in HEngland was done here, He

said that there was no rationing of bread -

- in England during the last war and during

State Council of Ceylon
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this war, but thaf we have undertaken

the rationing of the equivalent of bread

here. It is essential that such a scheme

is undertaken in Ceylon in order to’ensure

to every single consumer that he will gef -
his supply of rice.

I should like to give an example to
show why such & step was taken. Sup- -
pose there were ten boutiques in Galle
and there were 100 consumers in that
area. We will also take it for granted
that those 100 consumers were not
attached to any boutiques for their supply
of rice bul wers free to make their pur-
chase from any place they liked. There
was no guarantee that any one of those
100 consumers would get his supply of
rice from any place. 1fis true that they
have coupons to purchase their rice with,
but not one of those ten boutique-keepers
wag bound to smell them wice. The
boutique-keepers could have told those
consumers, when they went to purchase
their price, that their stoek of rice had
been sold to obhers and that they were
out of stock. We find that that happen-
ed in Galle. People from Matara and
Akuressa had gone to different places and
bought rice because hey were free fo buy
it from any place they chese; and when
some of the consumers went to the
boutigue-to get their rations, they were
told that the sfock of riee had been
exhausted. Tt may be that the retail
dealer might have falsely said so. All
those facts will very forcibly affect the
question of eredit.

*Mr. Ponnambalam; The whole basis
of village economy was rnined.

#The Hon. Mr, Corea: Under my
scheme, the man is tied to the boutique
which he chooses. That ig the scheme.
He chooses his boutigue; he is given the
right to exercise hig, choice. He' chooses
A, Bior € as his dealer and he iz tied
to that dealer. As he makes the gelec-
tion, the question of his credit is not so
adversely affected. That is tny epinion,
based on experience in the past. The
hon. Member for Pomt Pedro (Mr. Fon-
nambalam) disagrees with it. It may be
that, if the hon. Member had to do the

" work that I am now doing; he may do

the opposite. Some other person dealing
with this work might adopt a totally
different procedure. I am only sbating
that my study and observation of the
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problem has convinced me beyond all
doubt—at first it was all theory, but now
1t is an accomplished fact—that there
can be no, other scheme for rationing the
staple food of this country than the
attaching of a person, &ccording fo his
choice, to a particular dealer. That is
my opinion, but of course theie may be
different opinions on that matter. I have
dealt with the question of supply.

With regard to the question of distribu-
tion, I am perfectly clear in my own
mind, and I want to make it clear o hon.
Members, that the distribution system is
not at all perfect. The distribution
system has its defects and every possible

step is being faken, in consultation with -

the Railway and road fransport——
¥Mr. Abeywickrama: What about the
ineresse in price? '

#The Hon, Mr. Corea: I am coming
to that. :

*Mr. Abeywickrama: There 13 an

abnormal incresse.

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: There has been
an abnormal rise in price. The whole
scheme was worked out in detail. We
have to pay a certéin price for the rice
we purchase, and we add on to it the

handling charges. We do not take a
profit to Government,
financial matter which must receive the
sanction of the financial authorities and
the Board of Ministers. :

One of two courses is possible in regard
o the price: we must either sell a
measurd of rice ab 27 cents, so that Gov-
ernment would not bear a loss; or we
must sell it at a lower ficure than the
cost, makine Goverment bear the loss
as a subsidy to the consumer. Those
were the only alternatives. When the
actual cost of the rice to us was known,
we had to decide the figure at which a

measure should bs sold. The Board of

Ministers decided to sell it at the price
known to hon. Members, because the
Board was of opinion thai it eould not
undertake to bear a loss by selling the
Tice ab a Jower price. That is 4 question
of principle, whether Government should
bear o loss asz 4 subsidy to consumers or
whether the consumers should pay what
‘the rice costs 1o Government.

Tf anybody else imported rice, the
same considerations would have decided

Debates. 3ot

actual cost of distribution, the actual

The price is a

’ AT
the selling price; probably, i
no Government control,
consumer would have been
cause Government does nob
thing more than the “eost ™
ordinary charges paid for distribution.
The Government does not add to the
selling price even the cost of administer-
ing the scheme. Government only
charges the actual cosh of purchase, the

cost of transport and storage.

Hon. Members should bear in mind
the fact that everything has gone up in :
price. Transporf charges, in comiuwn
with other charges, have risen. If we
try to bring rice by rail from India, we
would find that even the mil' charges have
risen. Even steamer charges have been
increased. War risks ingurance alone for
eargo from Madras to Colombo is somes A
thing like 17} per cent. All those are .
additional charges that we have to meet.
Nof only that, even the price of rice has
risen in India, owing to shortage and e
owing o keen competition among the
Governments that buy rice from India.
The price of rice to the consumer must,
in those circumshances, naturally jn-
crease. And we were faced with the
question whether "Government should
bear the loss or distribute the higher cost
among the consumers.

That was the situation we were faced
with. You cannot blame my Committee
for the increase in price. Tt is a matter
whicht had to be considered fully and in
the light of the poliey which was followed

i

f.

steps had to be taken.

Again, on the question of price control,
I myself feel that there is room for im-
provement. Thers have been prosecu-
tions everywhere. But the House should
remember thaj there are people who will
neyer give information about profiteering.
There arc people who will pay anything
to get the article they want. In those
circumstances, you cannot expect full
public co-operation in bringing offenders
to book. In order to secure public co-
operation, T have issued’ instructions to
every (Government Agent, Assistant
Government Agent and - (Bmergency)
Assistant Government Agent to organize
anti-profiteering societies, so that the
public may be made to work with the |
Government officials in order to put down
profiteering, '
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[The Hon. Mr. Corea.| |
We have issued instructions to the
Local Assistance Committees o deal with
[Interrupiion]. It took a
very long time for me to get the first

| twenty-three Inspectors appointed, bui
_what can twenty-three Inspectors do

when they are scattered throughout the
Island? Wauat are ‘seven loaves, “Sir,
when we have not the divine power to

*Mp, Abeywickrama; What about

| 1,000 Police Constableg?

¥The Hon. Mp. Corea: The Inspector-

" General has been written to. Our officers

S

~ publie.

| have put up a cerbain

 the situation that has arisen.

‘where a certain man
handed and taken to the Police Station.
The  Police bailed out the man and

are doing their very best to deal with the
sitnation: That the number of officers is
inadequate to cope with the task, every-
one will agree. We want to undertake
more propaganda in order to educate the
We are seeking to appoint a
larger number of people to deal with this
matber, by having anti-profiteering
societies, and g0 on. Our Department is
taking steps to enlist the co-operation of
the publie; and we are enlisting the sup-
port of the Liocal Assistance Committees
and also the assistance of local author-
jties. 'This is a matter in which, to a
very large extent, Public Officers must bhe
more alive.

T am sorry to say that I do not find

the general authorities dealing with this
matbter slive to the actual situation. T -

"know

where definite
been ignored. I
case and pressed
Home Minister,
was caught red-

several cases
complaints made have

the matter with the

subsequently no prosecution was launch-
ed against him, although the complainant
was ssked to come to Court on a certain
day as witness. I am not condemning
that  Department  wholesale. Some
officers may be lax while others are not.

I am making every effort to deal with
I ean go
on in this strain, giving details of the
work that has been done in the matber,
but T do not want to delay the House by
doing so. There are a number of defects.
which can be remedied. T have only so
far attempted to intimate to hon.

Members what the setual position is.

State Council of Ceylon
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' Mr. Speaker: The sitting is suspended
$ill 4,30 P

Bitting accordingly suspended uniil
4.30 p.m., and then reswmed.

*The Hon. Mp. Corea: When we
adjourned for tea, I had just begun to
deal with the motion itgeli atter having
explained, as T said, what should be the
background, the issue before hon, Mem-
beri} in the congideration of the motion
itself.

Before I develop that point, I would
just like to refer to one matter to which
I omitted to refer. It is nof that it is
mainly concerned with this motion as
I want to remove any misappre-
hension that might be ereated as a result
of the reference to it. : ;

The hon, Member for Calombo Central
(Dr. Kaleel) referred to some local eom-
pany which had been given the right to
import rice and to which I had agreed to
pay a rather high commission. That re-
quires g word of explanation.. I want to
make it very clear that at the time we
wanted to obtain as much rice as possible
from Madras, we weleomed anyone who
offered to import rice from Madras, and.
one of the earliest people who put for-
“ward an application to have the right of
importing were the party referred to by
the hon, Member. That was before the
Government of Tndia began to license ex--
porters ; when we ourselves were directly
concerned in importing, That appliea-
tion was very fully considered. They
undertook to import rice and they asked
for certain terms and conditions. The
terms they asked for were very carefully
eonsidered by the Hon. Financial Seere-
tary and myself, and after they had beer
very fully considered, the terms were
asreed to with the full coneurrence of the
Hon. the Finaneial Becretary.

The impression that might have been
created by the hon, Member's remarks is
that T myself had agreed just to pay any
rate that was claimed or a high rate of
commission. 1 must say that there was
nothing of the kind. It was only after
the Hon. the Finanecial Secretary and I
agreed on.the terms and conditions that
authority .was given to the company in
question to imporb rice. This company
was a very large importer of rice before
this gcheme came into aoperation. Any-,
way, one thing T want to say is that that
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company was the means of iﬂlporting the

largest quantity of rice imported from'

Madras as soon as we began to buy from
Madras. However, the terms and con-
ditions were congidered satisfactory, and
they were agreed to.

The motion itself places one certainly
in a diffieulty, because it is certainly not
clear at all from the motion what exactly
was intended by it. The motion was fo
the effect, no doubt, that there should
be a separate Ministry of Food. But
the mover himself was able to indicate
the method by which that Ministry of

- Food was to be created as depending on
the adopbion of one or more alternative
methods,

The amendment before the House

moved by the hon. Member for Kanke-

santurai (Mr. Natesan) knocks out com-

pletely all the other methods, except the

one referred to by the hon. Member for
Point Pedrq (M. Ponnambalam), be-
cause the limitation put on that motion
by that amendment is that this Ministry
of Food is to be created within the ambit
of the present Constitution, which makes
it perfectly clear then that there can be
no new Minister with or without an Ex-
ecutive Committes nor sany outside

. person created a special Minister. 14
restriets action to the possibilities within
the framework of the Constitution only.
Within the Constitution, as we all know,
it can be done by a redistribution of the
funetions allocated to Ministries under

. the Schedule to the Order in Council or
perhaps by a reshuffling of Committees
with the intention of providing a new
Minister.

Buf even if the second method is to be
adopted it means the amendment of the
Constitution. So that will also have to

-be ruled out. That is to say, you cannot
atfiain the object of reshuffling the Com-
mittees in such a way that instead of
seven there will be eight Committees,
and an eighth Minister therefore to be
appointed, because within this Constitu-
tion there was no provision for an eighth
Committee and therefore of an eighth
Minister.. Therefore, even that sugges-
tion has to be ruled out, and we are defi-
nitely left with this one method, nanely,
the method of just redigtributing the sub-

jects’ which are mnow allocated to the -

different Ministries, .
With regard to the amendment of the
hon. Member for Balapitiya (Mr. Kula-

Debates.

. whole subject of food control in emerggn-' '5

ratne), T wish to indicate at o
certanly very strongly dpprove
I 'am prepared to accept that
so far as the amendment stan
reagon, that T fried to in e belorespgse
adjourned for ¢ 3 the action which my

Ministry had taken with regard to th

clies. I venture to submit that ‘hon. ©
Members who heard me will give some
consideration to the facts which I have
placed before the House. Tf that is :
done, and if they accept these facts and 1
if the facts c]earf;y disclose, as they do to
my mind, that the Executive Comm. ‘ee 5
of Labour, Tndustry and Commerce had 3
not' been failing in its duty with regard
to the essentials involved in food control,
then, 8ir, it is necessary that hon. |
Members of this House should delete
those words the omission of which were
suggested by the hon. Member for Bala-
pitiya (Mr. Kularatne).
That becomes necessary, and T will i
bring it very specially to fhe notice of
hon. Members that if they feel that apart
from small difficulties, apart from per-
haps some differences of opinion with re-
gard to policy that might have been :
adopted—apart from inconveniences and
difficulties inherent in a scheme of ration-
ing or control—that generally on the
broad, basic and fundamental matters
the Committee had done what in the eir-
cumstances could be reasonably expect- &
ed of them, then, T say, that the House |
should agree to delete these words from
the motion of the hon. Member  for
Point Pedro (Mr. Ponnambalgm). i
Then we come to this very important
question. I do not know whether ‘the
mover of the motion accepts the amend-
ment of the hon, Member for Kankesan-
turai (Mr. Natesan). Suppose we say
that the amendment of the hon. Member
for Balapitiya (Mr, Kularatne) ig accept:
ed and certain words are deleted, and
the amendment of the hon. Member for '.
Kankesanturai (Mr. Natesan) is also *
accepted. Then the motion will vead:
"' That this, Hones recommends the immediale
creation of a Ministry of Food within the smbib
of the Constitution.’" - b
That will be the motion on which hon.
Members of this Houge will then have
to ‘give their decision.
I want hon. Members to consider
fairly closely the implications of that

L=

1mofion, T want to say this, that as far
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as 1 am concerned if it is the view of
hon. Members that the redistribution of

" gubjects should take place with the object
~ of placing only

“Food”” under one
particular Ministry, 1 leave it entirely to
the House to decide the muatter. 1 do

" not wish in any way to say anything,
" because I am sure the House will be able

" to decide that matter in the largest and
. best interests of the country, apart {rom
. any other comsideration.

. this object.

‘But the important question that will

haye to be considered iz whether, within
' the ambit of this Constitution, 1t will be

possible, it will be practicable, to achieve
' The consensus of opinion—

" T listened to almost every speech made

in comnnexion with this motion—is that’

' whichever Ministry takes over this sub-

ject, it must be that subject and that

~ subject alone which must be entrusted
~ to that Ministry. That was the general

e
-

and almost the unanimous view of every-

*one who spoke on this motion. If that
" were so, and if that subject is retained
 within my Committee, it means that all

[

other subjects that are now being dealt
‘with by my Ministry must be hapd-
ed over to one or other of the other Com-
mittees; otherwise, if this subject of
food is te be handed over to another
Minister, it meang that all the other sub-
jects which that Minister is new dealing

. with mnust be removed from him and

handed over i tofo to another Ministry
or digtributed among other Ministers.
That variation of the Constitution,

~although it is possible within the ambib

of the Constitution, will amount to a
wariation or an attack upon the rights of
individual Members who belong to those
Committees, Members who haye been
elected by this Council, Members who
have gone into those Committees by

" the exercise of & certain preference
_ originally

g #Mp, Aluwihare: Accidentally!

#The Hon. Mr. Corea: Whether it was

. aceidentally or by preference, they were

asked to declare their preference; any-
way, you would be challenging the right
of those Members to deal with those

~ subjects.

There are those and other very serious
practical difficulties which will have to

 be solved. If those difficulties can be °

solved, if it 18 possible to redistribute

State Council of Ceylon
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these subjects, then, Sir, personally I
myself can have no objection. I would
have felt that the most methodieal,
logical and proper method of dealing with
this subject was nob to pursue this
method of distribution which must raise
very serious practical difficulties. Not
only the logical but the moest advantage-
ous method would have been for this
House unhesitatingly on this oceasion to
declare that, in view of the present emer-
gency, in view of the necessity for eo-
ordinated, concerted aection on a sort of
collective  responsibility * basis  there
ghould be a National Government formed
in this country.

*Mp. Ponnambalam: But the Minister
of Local Administration does not agree !

*The Hon, Mr. Corea: I am expressing
my view. I say, Sir, that if we look ab
things fromn the point of view of the best
interests of the country, if we look at
things not narrowly but from a very
broad point of view, not with a limited:
vision but with our future before us, then
I say thatt, at this time when we are faced
with & decision as to the best method of
dealing with so Intricate, complicated
and important a préblem as food, we
should adopt this method which is not
only going to solve the present difficulty
but is going to meet undoubtedly the
unanimous wishes of Members of this
House and generally of the country, and
that is that we should have a National
Government at this time to take charge’
of affairs. : '

Therefore, it anyone were to ask me for
my own views with regard fo this ques-
tion, I would say that the method thab
has been suggested may be accepted, but
it will not give the sabisfaction that
everyone wishes to have by some kind of
change of the present procedure, If we
do want this business and other methods
fo be properly and more efficiently done,
then it can be done only by a Constitu-
tional method which can be adapted for
the needs of the time, and that is by
ealling together a National Government,
because under a National Government
we can have any number—when T say
“ any number *’, T do not mean a ridi-
culous number, but any reasonable num-
ber—which is necessary according to the |
needs of the Government. ;

‘Now, you are talking of food, you are
talking of removing other functions from
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my Ministry or even the subject of food
from my Ministry and putting it under
somebody else. Have you ever paused
to consider that you are tackling only the
“ Iringe of the subject? What aboub the
problem of transport? The problem of
transport iy so great and so important
that it is very necessary there should be
someone to look after the whole question
of transport. It is closely connected
with the problem of food. Not only the
problems of food and tfansport, but the
problem of food control and distribution
of food, and cven the problem of food
production are closely connected. There
s the question of exports of cormmodities
from our country, the question of trans-
port  affecting copra; the question of
transport affecting rubber and tea; the
question of transport affecting the move-
mentis of peaple; all these are connected.
This is & very large question and it is
essential that all these matters should be
taken ‘into consideration. Why is that
“not done? Because of the ‘‘ narrow-
ness 7 of this motion. -

*Mr, Abeyﬁidkmma: Food is more
important !

¥The Hon, Mr. Corea: T grant that,
but you have to move food from place to
place. It ig useless having food if it is
not available at the point where it is
wanted. Whgt T say is that the motion
itself is so *‘ narrow 7 that if it is given
effect to, ib will only result in a change-.
over with regard to the food question.

*Mpr. Aluwihare: That iz most urgerntl

*The Hon, Mr. Corea: T admit that.
‘But there ig the other equally important
and equally urgent problemn, and these
who have been faced with the difficulties
of transport alone can realize to the ful-
lest how important and how urgent ‘that
problem is. T am only drawing attention
to the fact that you eannot achieve your
object by reason of this motion.

“*Mpr, Dudley Senanayake: How can a
National Government do so0?

*The Hon. Mr, Cbr_ea,: A National
Governmient can do so, because there can
be a Ministry of Transport set up.

*Mr. Abeywickrama: Does the Minis.
. ter admit that he is overworked ?

Debates.

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: T
‘that. T was referring to t

*Mr. Abeywickrama:
answer to my question,

Mpr, Speaker: « rder,

#The Hon, Mr. Corea: If hon. Mem-
bers will allow me to continue, I will deal --;'5
with that point in due course.

*Mr. Dudley Senanayake: T wish to
ask a question, because it is important. @
I want fo know how a National Govern-
ment will solve the problem of transpo+2

*The Hon, Mr. Corea: T will explain
that. A National Government can have
a Minister of Transport.

1 ; :
#Myr. 8. Samarakkody (Narammala):

Are you pressing for a National Govern- 3
mﬂntj?' Hi

The Hon. Mr. Corea: T am only indi- |
cating what would be the best possible =
methgd of achieving the object in view. F

*Mr. Aluwihare: Suggest a plan. : i‘?

¥The Hon, Mr, Corea: The mover him-
self has not suggested a plan. e has
left it to the Board of Ministers and the
Governor to discuss the matter and
suggest a plan,

The motion as amended excludes the

. method of having & special Ministry or

W
special Ministers. It excludes any
alteration of, the Constitution, beeause of 4
the inherently limited secope of the

motion now under consideration, Az a
result of that amendment, therefore, we
have to put all other possible methods |
aside and restrict ourselves only to one.
My own view is that it would be more g
advantageous to onlarge the scope-of the' #
motion and to have a Government which 57
will be able to achieve this' object by
having a Minister for the subject, to deal :
with all the important and infricate
problems by having Ministers in charge
of those functions, Anyway that is. a
view which I wish to put before this. =
House, :
I would only Tike to add that as far
as I am concerned—in this matter T am
not speaking for my Committee—T have
no objection to a reallocation of functions
* which will leave the Executive Commit-
tee entirely in charge of food alone, or
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" which will take away the subjeet of food
. from the Fxecutive Committee and hand
" it over to some other Executive Gommit-
. ‘tee. Some Members of my Executive
- Committee are entitled fo object to this;
| they may have their own views, but I
© say that 1 have no objection for this
~ reason. ,

; I do not want it to be understood by
. this House that I oppose that idea or
suggestion solely out of personal comsi-
derations. For instance, every Member
¢ his House I have heard so far, except-
. ing perhaps one Member, indicated that
E‘f " the subject of food should continue in
i the keeping of the Ministry of Labour,
I Industry and Commerce. I believe only
. one Member suggested that it should be
.~ handed. over to another Committee.
 But whether the suggestion is'given
. offect o, or whether the subject is trans-
~ ferred to another Minigtry, I do not want

‘hon. Members to entertain the idea that
on o important a matter I allowed my
personal considerations or prestige or my
own importance to stand in the way of
" the achievement of a purpose intended
for the general benefit of this country.

1 have been assured that this moticn
i not s vote of censure, that it is not
. worded so; I suppcse the matber is made
'E'.- - clear. by the amendment of the hon.
f Member for Balapitiva—it will be if it ig
; accepted—and the speeches of hon.
¥ Members. But I dc wanb on this very
! | momentous and important occasion to
" tell hon. Members that as far as it has

. been possible fcr me as a single indivi-
dual to do the work that has been en-
trusted to me, I have not shirked my
job cr my responsibility. It has been &
very serious responsibility. I admit
that I have on my shoulders the work

of a variety cf Departments of a most
complicated and important nature, and
T have devoted towards it all my time
" and all my talent. T I have failed, it is
_not due to any lack of desire on my part

"t give of my best, but perhaps owing
"to my ineapability. I have done my
. yery best, and ¢ has my Committee.

There are many matters that some-

Committee, but I have consulted the

State Council of Ceylon
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Board of Ministers; acting in aceordance

'with their - decision that in matters of

emergency the Board will act-in & eollec-
tive way, I have placed all matters be-
fore the Board and I, as an individual,
have devoted my entire time to the duties
entrusted to me. I will not say that the
work is too much for me. I will never
give up any work that is put on me,
But if hon. Members of this House are
convinced amd say that it is much better
to have one Minishry to do this one
important job, then T am quite prepared
to abide by that decision.

What T meant was that it is not in my |
nature to shirk afty work that is entrusted
to me. The work has been difficult, and
it has meant many long hours day and
night, and it has also meant continual
anxiety. I wonder if hon. Members rea-
lize what annoyance and anxiety there is
wheri one feels that the stoek of rice is
running out or that the chances of obtain.
ing rice is remote. My Committee and T
Have undergone that anxiety and
shouldered that responmsibility; we have
done what it has been possible for us to
do, and if it is felt that one Ministry alone:
should do this'work I shall not say nay.

*Mp, Ponnambalam: Mr. Speaker, 1
am happy that I sponsored this resolu-
tion, because I can say with all serigus-
ness that this House has 1ot been called
upon in recent times to decide upcn and
express ity views upon a Incre momen-
tous or a more urgent resolution than
this, and if for that reason I gave this
Heuse that opportunity of expressing its
views, T must, if you. Mr. Speaker, and
the House will permit me, thank hon.

Members for the support they have giverr :

to the main idea of the creaticn of &
Food Ministry.

If this debate hag revealed anything
at all, it has revesled that this House,
having regard to all that the Minister of
Labour, Industry and Commerce has just
now said, or not having recard to what-
ever he has said, but having regard fo
the awful and rugeed.erisis that con-
fronts this ecuntry at the present
moment,  having = regard to  the
tribulations and the very long suffering
of the people in this eountry, this House,
almost to a man, with one or two very
notable exceptions, feels that at least ix
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the first instance there should be one -
Ministry untrammelled by other con-
siderations and unshackled by other
duties which will be able to devote itg
‘entire time and energies to the solving of
the food problem. :

Whatever one may say or may not
may, that is a problem that demands
an immediate solution. No hon. Mem-
ber, I venture respectfully to submit,
elected by the suffrage of the people can
go on any longer witnessing the gpecta-
cle cf want, of deprivation, of prosecu-
tion by Headmen and other petty
offigials, by working on inadequate
rations, and being called upon ¢ pay
inordinate prices demanded by a racket-
‘eering black-markeb. Mp. Speaker, I
ventore respectfully to think that none
of 'us can venture to step cut and face
the people unless we do gomething either
by pulling together or getting the Gov-
ernment to pull in a different direction
to solve the problem.

That is all; and T will remark—and T
hope I am right in remarking—that with
the solitary exception of that pleading
Constitutional purist, the hon Burgher
Notninated Member (My. Wille), no hon.
Member of this House seems to be satis-
fied with the state of affairs as it is.

' The only person who put ferward an un-
qualified plea for the maintenance of the
status quo has heen the hon. Burgher
Neminated Member. Wall all that T
want to say is this:—I do not want to
say anything harsh at a time like this,
but I wigh to know whether the hon.:
Member is really alive tc the difficulties
and the enormities of the situation;
whether the hon. Member, who is, T be-
lieve, so fast ageing, ean meet the people
‘to-day, whether he has seen life in the
raw and exparienced people who have
stood in queues from 8 o'clock in the
morning till 2 o'clock in the afternoon
with ration books and not getting their
rice. If he has seen that spectacle, may|
I know whether he gould with any degree
of equanimity get up on the Floor of this
House and say that this status quo
should be maintained ?

" The only other person who, if T may
say 80, did not see the necessity for the
creation of s Food Ministry, of a Minis-
try exclusively devoting its attenticn to
the solution of this problem, was the hon,
Member for Udugama (Mr. Abeywick-
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‘pared to consider any motion, which

rama). He himself, just & few

sponsored a 1notion.
against the Minister. T
utmost to follow the mea
hon. Member in his subr
House, but what I was able %o ! .
was this, that he sponsored a vote ¢f
censure which most of us had voted
against; therefore, he is nc'longer pre-

might not be a vote of censure but which
I should have thought he would have
supported, and which he sought to
interpret as & vobe of censure. ' I do not
think I need take much time in dealing
with the hon. Member becsuse, T believe )
the theme ¢f his song was, ‘I cannotl
understand ; I cannot understand;'l can- =
not understand”. Might I say that I cans
only address arguments and that T can-
not supply understanding? = g

With regard to the others, T will only
say this that there is nc one Member |
then of those outside the well of the
House, that little charmed ecoterian
circle, who is prepared tc say that to-day
the question of food is being tackled and
tackled sabisfactorily.

One knows the great difficulty im
sponsoring a motion of censure, We:
saw it the lagt time. One can always
find difficulty and in the last resort one
knows the rather sloppy sentimentality
of the majority of Members cf this
House when it is a direct vote of censure
against a particular Minister. But with
what are we in thig crisis concerned? It
has been said cn all hands that the
Minister is being overworked: that that |
Ministry, we know for a faet, has grown
beyond all recognition, the very humble:
and small Ministry of 1933, when T firgt
entered that Ministry, which only dealt
with labour questions and the Registrar-
General’s Department, has to-day, T he-
lieve, grewn beyond any other Ministry.
So that there iz a perfectly reasonable
explanation for the difficulty in handling
the situation by this Ministry, namely,
the accretion of werk that has gone on
all these years, added on to what has
happened in the last 7 or 8 months. it

Now, all that we say is this: it is &
remarkable thing that out of the mouths °
of babes and sucklings cometh. truth.
The rough diamond from Nuwara Elive
voiced the sentiments very cotrectly. He
gaid; ** You go on ‘passing motions; your
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. go on making speeches; but what hap-
. pens? As far as the people are concern-
ed, they are hopelessly and absolutely
dissatisfied with what happens ’. I say
L with a deep sense of rasponsibility that
' no truer words were spoken on this ques-
~ tion. You can talk and telk; you ecan
' dole out palliatives; you can make fine
speeches, but you should go out, step
“into the country and see whether those
arguments or any kind of condonation or
" any attempt ab palliation receives sym-

pathy from the people at large.

: Might I say this also, that I have been
@ simply pained by the attitude taken up
by the Minister of Agriculture.and Lands
* with vegard to the question why this
_«motion was sponsored, as he called, in
haste on Thursday last and debated on
" Friday last. 1 am surprised that he
should always endeavour to discover a
orcupitie hiding behind every bush.
¢ Might I say that a person of his position
" eould be more generous to those of us
" who cannot command the influence that
| he does command? He might have
" given us credit for this: this idea of a
 Food Ministry was first adumbrated by
. e more than two months ago in an in-
" torview to the Times of Ceylon. That, 1
¢ think, was published, and most hon.

| Members knew of it.
. Bubsequently, T must say that T was
© slightly remiss in perhaps not bringing
* forward this motion immediately after-
wards.  But in point of fact I felt that
it was a mattter in which public opinion
" ghould be created, that hon. Members
in this House and people outside it should
have an opportunity of comsidering the
" matter. And when three or four weeks
| ago the Member for Udugama (Mr. Abey-
| wickrama) sponsored his motion of cen-
. gure, you will remember that I moved
L an amendment to the effect that a Food
Ministry be created, but it was ruled out

of order. g :
Then after the announcement onh
Thursday morning by the Minister of
t Labour, Industry and Cominerce that
h the Minister of Home Affairs wag to pro-
© ¢eed to India in connexion with this very
| question—I do not mind mentioning i,
"' Mr. Speaker—there wag very definitely
5 volumel of opinion which wanted to
5‘ take action by means of a motion against
" the Minister of Home Affairs proceeding
| to India. Well, a number of us met to-
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gether, and we thought that instead of .
going glong and sponsoring a motion
directed against an individual, the best
thing that could possibly be done was to.
go on further with this motion which had
already been discussed by Members, the
vast majority of whom were beginning to
be convinced that a Minister of Food
was an essential sine quo mon for the
golution of this problem.

That is why I came to sponsor this
motion rather in a buwrry which is only
show by the “shortness of notice .on
paper. I hope the Minister of Agricul-
ture and Lands will be satisfied 'with
that explanation, I hope, therefore, T
have laid the bogey that this motion is
inspired, as the Hon. Minister of Agricul-
ture and Lands tried to make ouf, by
the appointment of the Civil Defence
Commissioner to that rather nebulous
position of Director of Food Bupplies,
which designation he actively displays.

Well, there arises s very interesting
The whole House, as I hawve
already pointed out, almost to a man,
feels that a Minister of Food should be
brought into existence, that somehow or
other the present Minister should not be
allowed to go on with these funetiong in
respect of food in addition to his other
functions. 1 put this straight question
to the Board of Ministers: have they
been satisfied with the direetion, with
the policy of this Ministry in respect of
food all these months? My, Speaker, 1
venture the opinion without fear of con-

Jtradiction that they have not, that im

spite of the defeat of the motion of cen-
sure brought forward by the Member for
Udugama (Mr. Abeywickrama) the
Board of Ministers in point of faet have
subszcribed to the view that everything
was not all right in the State of Denmark
when they actively acguiesced, if they
did not in point of fact demand if, in the
appointment of a person to a post which
has no precedent in the Constitubional
history of this country for the last twelve
years. 1 say so because the appoint-
ment of the Civil Defence Commissioner
to this post and to be sandwiched in
between three Heads of Departments and
the Ministry has no analogy whatsoever
in the Constitutional history of this
country, and'if it bears any analogy to -
anything at all it is remotely to the posi-
tion of an Under Secretary of State.
Now, is it not extraordinary that Minis-
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ters who ‘have acquiesced in the adop-
tion of this device should comse here and
talk of Constitutional difficulties?

I put to them the next question s is it

or is it not a fact that Ministers have -
come to a realization of the difficulties to

such an extent that they contemplated
the creation of an Officer of State to deal
with food ?

¥The Hon, Mr, G. E. de Silva: Noth-
ing of the kind,

*Mr. Ponnambalam: Were not some
of the Ministers at any rate agreed on
that? T know—and I say it without fear
of contradietion—that some of the Minis-
ters were agreed upon the appointment
- of an Officer of State to be in charge of
tood exclusively. ' :

Mr. BSpeaker, having contemplated
such a possibility, the fact that these ex-
treme nationalist friends alone should
come here and speak with extreme
unctuousness about Constitutional diffi-
culties. and changes that are contem-
plated in this motion leaves me very
eynical and eold. T am reminded of that
Latin tag, and T say it with particular

' reference to my Hon. Friend the Minister
of Agriculbure and Lands : Omnia mutan-
tur nos et mutamur in iilis. Somebody
wants a {ranslation of it, and I would
only say thizg: Don Stephen, your dash-
ing crackers are turning out to be such
damp quibs because you have changed.

More literally, it is: All things are sub-
ject to change, and we change with
them, .

1 should have thought that the gargan.
tuan' Member for Galle (Mr. H. W.
Amarasuriya) should really have consi-
.dered this question instead of talking
pontifically about the Constitution. T
can only explain it in this way, that ag

 far as the hon. Member is concerned,
tood and his eonstibution are synony-

INous.

- What. then are we left with in the
mafter of opposition to this motion? We
are left with the speech of the Tlon.
Minister of Agriculture and Lands and
the speech of that diminutive pontiff, the
Minister of Local Administration. Those
are the only two speeches in opposition
to this motion that we have to consider.
Now what does the.Minister of Agricul-
ture and Lands say? We do not want
to go into the difficulties that confronted

Deba_&fes.

*him in the matter of th

_ position,"—to prt it in a nutshell—*

‘* ereation ”’. That, T think,
sufficiently analysed by my He
the Minister of Local lAdm
But to go on, he says,”

15
unsatisactory; the system of Govern- |
men} is defeciive and unsatisfactory; a =
change is absolutely requifed ”’. Buf =
what change does he confemplate? He
says that a change within the ambit of I
the Constitution will go to some extent,
but not quite satisfactorily, to solve the °
difficulties of the situation. By impli- ©
cation one who is virtually the Leadar

has admitted that the sitnation is sos .
difficult as to require a change.

Well, in those circumstances, Mr
Speaker, to many hon. Members, who 3
profess to have been baflled by the terms &
of my moetion, T say that all thq-t T s
tended to elicit—and T am glad that T =
have succeeded in eliciting it—wag the
tact that as far as the back-benchers and” =
the opposition are coneerned, they de- -
mand the ersation of a Ministry of Food,
and no more, Therefore it did pain me, =
and it did somewhat surprise me, to find
that while the situation was deteriorating
right round us in the ecountry, they
should have indulged in a dialectic dis-
play, that they should have induleed in
quibbles with regard to the Constitution:
and Congtibutional changes. 5

All that T wanted was a Ministry of
Food, no more and no less than what the:
Members of the Opposition in England
demanded of the Chamberlain Govern-
ment, shortly before the war. They
wanted a Ministry of Supply, and they
did not enter into the intricacies.of Con-
stitution-taking and Cabinet Govern-
mont. They merely said, *“ The situa-
tion is so urgent that a Ministry of
Supply should be formed.”’ ;

If this House demands in unequivocal
terms the creation of a Ministry of Food,
the question of ways and means of
establishing that Ministry is another
matter; it is a much less important
matter. The end is what we are after;
the end is the Ministry of Food, and the
means ig only a matter of implementing:
the demand of the House. e

In speaking on this motion T did say
that it could be implemented in one
of several ways, namely, by a reshuffling:
of the functions of the various Executive:
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“Committees, leaving the Ministry of
' Tiabour, Industry and Commerce—I con-
templated that possibility—in sole charge

of a Ministry of Food. Why? The
. purpose of my.motior is to show—the
. gravamen of my case is that the question
" of food supplies is now a one-man’s job.

1 put that categorically to hon. Mem-
bers: are they or are they not prepared
4o subscribe to the view that it is exclu-

~ sively a one-man’s job, that it is a job

‘which demands the undivided attention
of one Ministry? That is' all. We
% suld then be in a position to attach

- responsibility to a gingle Ministry.

1 do not mind telling the House that
" if, for instance, the Minister of Labour,
- Industry and Commerce is relieved of

- @ll his other functions and is pubt in

wharge of food and fails to deliver the
- goods, then the time would certainly bé

~ opportune, if he did not himself resign or
" ratire, for this house to move a vote .of

no-confidence against him. Then the

" Council would be compelled to acecept
- that motion,

If it is not possible to hand over the
functions to the Ministry of Labour, In-

" .dustry and Commerce, then any other

Member of the Board of Ministers might
be given the job, if it is the coneensus of
opinion in this House that the number
of Ministries should be confined to seven,
1, on the other hand, went further and

- gaid that the work of the Ministers is

inereasing and has increased to such an
extent during the last two or three
months that they cannot cope with it
Then cl_p-arly it iz time to consider the
question of electing an extra Minister.
Tt doeg not matter how you arrive at the
solution of the problem; if you are comn-

~ vinced that that is what is wanted, if you
. feel that you cannot get on with the work
- ‘otherwise, if you cannot do what the

people and the country demand without
“the appointment of an eighth Minister,
well, then, produce him.

T wish o assure the Hon. Minister of
Agriculture and Lands that in making
this suggestion I was not trying to drive

in the thin end of the wedge; that it was
no subtle, circumspect, getion on my part
‘with a long-distance view in mind. If if

were otherwise, there would not have

‘heen that reaction to my motion that we
saw when the hon. the Nominated Mem-

. ber. (Mr. Jayah), and the hon. Member
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for Kankesanturai (Mr. Natesan) spoke.
The hon. Nominated Member definitely
said that my suggestion amounted to a
pieco-meal amendment of the Constitu-

. tion, and the hon. member for Kanke-

santurai was compelled to move his
amendment because of the red herrings
that were drawn across the trail—all this
tallr about Constitutional difficulties—
while the demand, this all-important and
all-consuming demand for a Ministry of
Food, was allowed fo recede into the
background. We saw how these little
Constitutional red herringg were drawn
across the trial.

Naturally, then, we are restricted in
our methods of solving this problem. 1
do not mind telling the House that I
personally have the gravest doubts, most
serious doubts, that the problem could
be solved in such a restricted faghion:
But in view of the vety great concensus
of opinion that has emanated from this
House, I am compelled to accept the
amendment of the hon. member for
Kankesanturai (Mr. Natesan), namely,
that we should have a Ministry of Food,
exclusively concerned with the question
of food, within the ambit of the present
Constitution. I am accepting thab
amendment, but, as I said, that would
not be the final solution of the problem. .

The Hon. the Minister of Agriculture
and Liands hag told us that not only in
respect of food but also in respect of the
system of Government generally that
now obtains, and generally with regard
to the war effort, they were finding it
difficult to carry on. I think he said,
““ This system of Government is wholly
unsuited; very much so now because of
the effort necessary beeause of the war!’’
He went on to say that the Ministers
feel that a mere re-distribution of fune-
tions would not be sufficient, and that a
change into a Cabineb system was neces-
gary. Then the Minister of Agriculture
and Lands went on to say—apparently T
am his favourite bete motr, hig pet aver-
sion—that if there was one person who
was opposed to the necessary amend-
ments for the introduction of the Cabinet
Svetem of Government, it was the
Member for Point Pedro.

" T ghould have expected the Minister of
Agrioulture and Lands to have been
surer of his facts. Among those who
voted for the Committee System during
the debate on Constitutional reforms, T -
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was one of those who de:ﬁnita‘ly said,
without qualification, that I wag conyine-
ed that the Committee System of Gov-
ernment, inv'foiving as it did, in the
words of Professor Keith, anonymaous
initiabive and fugacious responsibility 7,
was wholly unsuited as a strong form of
Central Government, but that, in so far
ag the designers of our Constitution had
made the Committee System the wvery
<corner-stone of, the Constitution, the very
basis of the Constitution, and had
further contemplated that the Committes
System would alone be a safeguard for
the minority communities in this coun-
try, I was not prepared to vote for the
removal of the Committee System from
~within the Constitution, as a part of the
Constitution, till the whole Constitution.
al issme was decided. I made that
position amply and abundantly clear, T
hope, and for that reason, and in view of
the stand the minorities had taken, I
voted against the scrapping of the
Committee System.

If the Ministers felt that ab 4 time like
the present a change was necesgary, [
should have thought that they would
have had. both the courage and the
candour o come to this House, or ab an
informal meeting of Members, and 88y,
** We want sueh-and-such a change in
order to emry on the Government, in
order to fulfil the functions that we are
now called upon to discharge, and with-
out that change we are finding it diffi-
cult, well nigh impossible 7>

Why, Mr. Speaker, must we, living in
this country and pre.ordained to con.
tinue to live in this country, indulge in
this game of *‘ circumspection > and
suspieion and distrust? Why could not
the Ministers have come and told the
House of their difficulties, particularly in
view of the fact that we of the migority
communities had called a triice to politi-
cal controversy and said that for the

. duration of the war we were not raking up

our demands? TIn these circumstances,
~ was it too much o have expected the
Ministers to have come along and made
their demands? -
~ The Minister of Agriculture and Lands
has a way of putting things very frankly.
Why did he not come and tell us of their
difficulties? He has not hesitated to do
80 in the past. Has he not come and
told us his grievanees against the Officers

of Btate and the Publie Services Commis-
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sion, and has he rot invited
in this House and others
into the wilderness when
words, he found that he
the goods? When the I
tary envisaged th. possibility of financial =
bankruptey in this country, the Minister
of Agriculture and’ Lands seid, ** Well,
financial bankruptey will probably resuls, .,-
because we are shackled, we are
strangled. Come along; let us leave this
House and go away.”’ Why eould not
the Minister of Agriculture and Lands, at
thiz fime of great stress and urgency, .
come and make an appeal to us? Al
In so far as the matter has been
broached, I would like fo say this, and T
say it with a full sense of responsibility. ' =
The representatives of the minority com-
munities will certainly not be found to
have been a spoke in the wheel of pro-
gress of this country; they will not be -
found to have acted as a brake on the
war effort; they will not be found to have =
done anything that did not enable Ceylon .
to pull its weight as a unit of the British
Commonwealth of nations. I want o
say this—with the qualifieation that it is
for the duration of the war and without
prejudice to the demands that we have
made—we can yet meet them in Philippi
—without prejudice to our normal peace-
time Constitutional demands, without
reopening the Constitutional = question

- now, I say that if a National Government

is formed, representative of all the im-
portant elements in this country, with
Cabinet respongibility for the duration of
the war, the Minister of Agriculture and
Lands and those of his way of thinking
can rest assured that the minorities will
not stand in the way. ;

I will now, Mr. Speaker, adjure the
House, having regard to what T have
stated, to vote either for the amendment
of the Member for Kankesanturai
(Mr. Natesan) or for my motion, because
I have accepted his amendment. If the
amendment of the hon. Member for
Kankesanturai is accepted, if can he in.
corporated in my motion and the amend-
ed motion can be put to the House.

I would appeal to the hon. Member
for Balapitiya (Mr. Kularatne) to with-
draw his amendment to this motion—
my motion is not one of censure on the .
Hon. Minister of Labour, Industry and
Commerce—it will then be a direct vate
on the question of a Food Ministry.
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The question of re-orientation of pohcy
“Is necessary, because, in the one hour’s
" statement of the Hon. Minister of La-

bour, Industry and Commerce, we found
not one statement of policy. What was
given, to us wasga whole long-drawn-out
®  statement of administration but not an
¢ indication or policy. Therefors I appeal
i to the House that those words with
regard fo re-orientation of policy be
- accophed.

1 will, even at this late hour, beseech
~ the House to accept this motion unani-
'1‘:\ i Jusly.

i Mr. Speaker: I will put the amend-
= ment, proposed by the hon. Member for
Balapitiva, that is, that the words, '* is
of opinion that * and the words after the
- word *° Food ™’ in the second line to the
end of the motion, be deleted. 1 will
put the question in fhe usual form.

| Question put, “ That the words fro-

B ‘posed 1;0 be deleted stand part of the

" motion ° ]

4 The Council divided—Aves, 17; Naes,
. °

AYES,
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Abeygunasekera, Mpr. E. W.

De Fonseka, Mr. Susanta
Do Silya, Mr. G. R
Dharmarétnam, Mr. 8.

- Freeman, My, H, R

‘Grifith, Mr, F. H. :
Gunawardana, Mr. R. &
Tlangantileke, Mre. J, H.

Kaleel, Dr, M, O, M.
Natezan, Mr, 5.

Parfitt, Mr. H. F.
Ponnambalam, My, G, G.
Rajapaksa, My, D. M,
Samarakkedy, Mr. 8.
gSiriwardana, Mr. H. de Z.
Vytilingam, Me

. Jaysh, Mr. T. B.
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NOES,
xmnmgm, The Hon, Jayasuriya, Mr. A. P.
M. . WL Knlaratne, Mr. P. de 5.
ssna.na.vahe The Hon. Mr. Kuruppu, Mr. J
- D, 8. Mahadeva, Mr, A,
Corea, The Hon. M Newnham, AL B,
G. C. 8. f CM.G., ¥.D. £
Kotalawala, The Hon. Pmi.l'&, Diwan Bahadnr
Colonel J. L, 9
De Silva, The Hom, Mr. Rntmﬂ:a. Mr. H. L.

G. E. Razik, Mr. A. R, A,
Abeywickraipa, Mr. Simon ake, Mr, Dudley
Alowihare, Mr. B. H. | 8¢l Pathmanathan, Mr. R.
Amarasuriya, Mr, H. W. Tambimntin, Mr. E. E.
Batowantndawe, Mg, U. WanigaseKera, Mr. D.

De Zoysa, Dr. A. P, Whitby, Mr, G, R,
Hewavitarne, My, Rajah  Willa, Me. G. A. H.

Mr, Speaker: The next question is
that the words  within the ambit of this
Constitution ’ be added at the end of
fhe motion.

Question put aceordingly, and agreed
to. ;

My, Speaker: T will now put the mo-
tion as smended.

Question, ' That this Council recom-
mends the immediate croation of a Min~
istry of Food within the ambit of this
Constitution ', put, and agreed to. :

ADJOURNMENT.

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: T move
that Counecil do now adjourn until 10 a.nr.
to-morrow.

Question put, and agreed fo.

Adjourned accordingly at 540 P
until 10 a.m. on Thursdav, August 13,
1942
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