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- STATE GOUNCIL OF CEYLON, :
} Wednesday, August 5, 1942,
The Counecil m;t_af 10 am,, MR.
SPEARER [Tur HoN. Sm WAITIALINGAM
: DUR.AISWAMY] in the Chair.

—_—

tAPPROPRIATION BILL, 1932-33.

. The debate on the following motion of

Hon. 8ir D. B. Jayatilaks (Leader of
the Btate Council) was continued :

That the Bill intituled ** An Ordi-
nance to make provision for the Pub-
lic and Railway Services and the
Electrical Undertakings for the finam.
cial year 1942:.43, +t, authorize the
payment by way of advance ocut of
BRevenue of moneys required during
that financial year for gpecified pur-
. Poses, and to provide for the refund of
such moneys to Revenue ’, be now
read a second time.

Mr. B. H. Aluwihare (Matale) : Sir,
yesterday T was dealing with the esti.
mates of revenue and the sources of yo.
venue. I was trying to point out that
had there been an impartial levy of the
excess profits duty last year, we would
not be facing the next year with a deficit
of "something  in  ‘the nature
Bs. 12,000,000, but rather we would he
entering on the next year with surplus
of at least Rs. 7,500,000,

Now, this is nnportant for another
reason. You will remember that ‘earlier

Ain my speech I deplored the curtailment
" of social services—at least the stoppage
of medical faeilitios mainly. Just prior
to my' speech, Sir, the hon.
Nominated Member (Mz. Newnham) re-
joiced at the economy. Now, economy
m social services at our present stage is
8 huge mistake, and any financial policy
of preference given to any industries or
~ any form of agriculture when it iz makin g
profits, a preference which causes 2
curtailment of essential social Bervices,
i3, I think, wholly illegal—illegal is the
wrong word—is I think wholly wrong.
And I think that it is so wrong that it is
not & matter which we should acquiesce
in. Tt is something that makes one lose

" {faith in the Board as 3 whole, because

1 For the Observations of the Financial Becre-

tary and the Report of the Board-of Ministers,
“gee HawsarD of July 10, 1949,

[Note—An asferisk (%} againgt the name of a

. Member indieates that his remarks have not been

. Tevised by him.] :
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it shows that the Board is prepared to
give preference to certain industries and
agriculture at the expense of the essen.
tial services that we owe to the people
48 g whole., ~That, I think, is one of the
most undesirable features of the finaneial
policy of the Board of Ministers,

This year again we are faced with the
Excess Profits Duty Bill. The Execess
Profits Duty Bill to-day again diserimi-
nates as mainly hetween lumbago and
agriculture, and gives plumbago prefer-
ential treatment. I would like to kuow
for what reasons and following what
precedents that preference is given. 1
kpow that the Finaneial Becretary was
probably told that in England such 'a
preference is given. I would like to know
whether Knglish precedent is said to be
followed in this exemption of plumbago.
Why ig it that this industry alone should
be singled outi? Is it that there are
powerful interests influencing the Board
of Ministerg in that line?

gain, this prefercnce is given at a
time when we can ill-afiord. it, when we
are faced with a deficily of something
in the meichbourhood of Rs. 17,000,000—
Hs. 17,000,000 which we are merrily
going to put down 'to a Defence Loan,
which again  will  increass the
Rs. 10.500,000 on account of Loan
expenditure annually. -

Now, how is this putting down expen-
diture to posterity going {o affect us?
Let us look at it just for g moment.

Every year, duting these war vears and
even before that, we have been putting
down enormous amounts to Loan, First
there was the Rs. 100,000,000 loan.
Now, within the lifetime of this Clouneil,
I suppose every year of the war, we will |
be putting down about Rs. 15,000,000
to Loan. You might safely add, T
think,  another Rs. = 100,000,000—
Rs. 200,000,000 on account in the space
of ten vears|

We must remember that these wars,
by the rules of history, occur every
fiftcen to twenty years, What iz going
to be-our position if this loan is nob re- ;
paid within ‘the next fifteen to twenty
years? It means another sddition. It
means that posterity is going to be
burdened with an enormous expenditure
on account of loan. :

It is a pity the HFon. Minister of Home
Affairs did not direct us to the extent to
which the loans raised during the last
war and immediately thereafter—to
what exent those loans have been repaid

=4




. now. he gvﬂl find that we have
& very good balance, and if we add thab
. balance, we shall find we will be able to
pay very little of this loan too before the
end of the next war. Anyway, the fact
remaing that before the end of thiz war
" our Loan charges will, T suppose, bg at
- least Rs, 15,000,000 or more.
" Now, take our normal revenue for a
* normal year. I think the Hon. the
" Pinancial Secretary has said that
it would be  somewhere  about
R, 108,000,000—our normal revenue for
4 normal year, if prices remain ab a fair
ayerage. L think in one of his state-
mentg he said * Rs: 108,000,000 . Out
~ of Rs. 108,000,000, think of the position
. that you are going to be in if you pay
. Rs. 15,000,000 on account of loans that
. you haye to re-pay. Couple that with
.. the inersase in Personsl Emoluments.
1 suppose the expenditure on Personsal
. Emoluments would be within about
Rs. 40,000,000 to Rs. 44,000,000. What
. is going to be left for the expansion of
. gmervices? Why are we nob taxing the
profits that are immediately available,
‘especially, 8ir, after the lesson of last
" year, the lesson of the wepeal of ‘the
Estate Duty Ordinanee?
We have to remember that this policy
. of taxation is the particular responsibility
of the Board of Ministers. They have in-
" troduced this system of taxation in the
teeth of the opposition of the Financial
._Se_cretary. We know that last year the
| Financial Becretary wanted the death
- duty introduced. [A Memper: Excess
profits duty.] I beg your pardon. Last
i year the Financial Secretary wanted the
. Bxcess Profits Duty Bill introduced and
" he urged that agriculture and plumbago
" ghould be brought within the operation
. of that Bill. This year, if you judge by
. the way in which he read out the excuses
~ for not including plumbago in the items
subjeet fo excess profits duty, I do not
" think you would be far wrong if vou ac-
~  cept that he suggested again that plum-
. bago should be included. T cannot help
" feeling that the Board of Ministers have
" . once again given this preference to plum-
~ bago. ds it right for us to accept from
the Board of Ministers a policy of marking
time in regard to the essential services
whilst they give préference to one of the
* industries that can pay? Well, in 2 year,
" this country has lost Rs. 24,000,000 by
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giving ;;_reference to industries that could

pay. L do mot think we ought to allow
the Board of Ministers tq get away with
it, -

Prior to the outbreak of the war, the
Board of Mmisters always grumbled that
it was the Executive Committees that
prevented them from aeting, that it was
the Executive Committees that prevent-
ed their functioning with eficiency.
They forgot that they were the creatures
of the FExecutive Committees. There -
was a campaigh against the Executive -
Committees. As a matter of fact,
vedterday we had an example, where a
Minigter having had a measure passed by
Defence Regulations did not take so
much trouble as to inform this House
of that fact. I do not know how far the
vote in this House yesterday will eurtail
our capacity to learn what is happening.
We ghall probably cry afterwards. There
ig this point that hon, Members have to
beat in mind, that thie Ministers are

- using the Defence Regulations to ignore

the Executive Committees. I think all
of us, in every Committee, can point to
instances where action has been taken
and the public informed on matters long
before the Executive Committee con-
corned was awsre of anything, For
instance, T think in this morning’s
papers 1 read that land was to be re-
leased near estates for food-production
purposes, How many Members of the
Executive Committee of Agriculfure and
Lands knew that? How many Mem-
bers of the Execufive Commnittes knew
of the Tea Controller’s announcement in
the papers that ‘manufacturers were
going to be compelled to manufacture tea
at 80 cents a b, ? 'That is only in regard
to my Committee. ;

We had an instance from the Hxecu-
tive Committee of Labour. T do not
know how far the Executive Committee
of Health has acted in that manner. I do
not know whether Members of the HEx-
ecutive Committee of Health had the
regulations regarding venereal discases
placed before them before they appeared
in the Gazette. I should like to know
whether Members of the Executive Com-
mittee of Health knew about that before
the notification appeared in the Gazetie.
And what did the Minister of Health say
when 1 asked for an explanation? He
said that if T had gone up to him private-
ly and asked him about it he would have
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told me. I am not here to go to the
Minister ¢f Health privately for infor-
mation. T am here as a Member of this
« House. . Whatever explanation I may
sk from the Minister of Health, I have
@ right to obtain it on the Floor of this
House. But that is the attitude of the
Ministers towards Executive Commit-
#dees. After the commencement of thig
'war they have acted as Ministers, ignor-
ang their Execubive Committees. Why
is that attibude adopted by them?

The Minister of Labour has come here
and grumbled that he has been overruled
with regard to the prices of commodities,
timb and again, by the Board of Minis-
ters. Bo, you see that the Board of

‘Ministers have acted as a body, and they

must be saddled with a great deal of the
mefficiency that we find in the vital ser-
vices. The Minister of Health grumbles
‘that money has not been released for the
-expansion of the services of his Depart-
meng. It must be remembered that it is
~the Board, as a whole, that is acting.

One of the main reasons why the

Board is not funetioning efficiently is, T
think, well known to us: it is that Memmn-
‘bers of the Board of Ministers are so
Jealous of each other that they do not
function efficiently, that they are unable
to agree among themselves or to co-
«operate. When this Council started,
the Hon. the Leader of the House gaid,
““I have chosen g Congress Board of
Ministers. We will follow an agreed

~ policy "', What is the agreed policy

« they follow, I ask, when Ministers come
there and say that they are not responsi-
ble? ‘Who is responsible? Is it not
time then that the Hon. Teader of the
‘House really got around him & homo-
geneous Board.

I would go to the extent of suggesting

. to this House that a commission be
given to one of the Members of the
Board to choose his own Ministers,
Jprovided the Board of Ministers will act
in comsort and carry oubt an agreed
. policy. Within the Constitution, that
« ean be done. I am certain the House
can create the condition, the condition
‘being that we appoint the Leader and
give him the right to nominate his Minis- |
ters and his Bxecutive Committees under
wur own Constitution. Onee we follow
that procedure those Ministers and that
Leader will. have to be accepted by the

Debates.
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Governor. That is how we can meet
the -present gituation within the Consbi- '%

tution. That is how we can create a
Board that has an agreed policy, a
Board that obeys the Teader. et

What is the position of the Board of 3
Ministers to-day? Most of the Mem- i
bers of the Board of Ministers, I think, *
are waiting for the elimination of the
Leader of the House. His, Sit, is really
a siruggle for existence. [Interruption.]
That ig a fact,

The Hon. Sir D. B, Jayatilaka (Leader
of the State Council): Nothing of the
kind. i ;

Mr. Aluwihare: You can delude your-
self as much as you like. Everybody
in this House knows that that is the
actual, stark fact. ;

There is grosg dissatisfaction against
a good many of the Ministers and also®
sgainst the apparent powerlessness of
the Leader of the House over his eol-
leagues. The Ministers say that this |\
Budget is meant for approving the finan-
clal poliey of the Board of Ministers.
I think, both as regards the finaneial
policy and their capacity to co-operate
towards a common goal, they have failed
and therefore I think we ought even af
this time to compel them to act in such
a way as will not only ensure the proper
funetioning of the administration of the
country but also serve our best intérests.
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Mr. P. de 8. Kularatne (Balapitiya) : :5
It is with a certain amount of trepidation, =
Sir, that I rise to make my first speech i
in this House. If in the course of my o
remarks I should appear to criticize the
Board of Ministers, T should like to state =
ab the very outset that I sought admis.
sion to this House because T felt that the
Ministers have been able to achieve some-
thing for this country during the last
eleven years and that Members of this 4}

Council too have been able to do some- '
thing for the people of this country. If &
not jor that feeling, I do not think I =
would have wanted fo seek admission to
this House.

I am full of admiration for the Min-
isters. During the last few weeks I have
seen them pilot various Billy through: the
House with remarkable facility and geti -

with great ease, in spite of attempts on
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f’ the part of Members of this House to
{‘oppose them. 1 am full of admiration
g’ior the Officers of Btate, who are the
Eﬁ‘ﬂrapre'senﬁa.tives of our rulers here. 1 am
‘algo full of admiration for the Members
L@f this House who are wa‘chful of the
{interests of the people. [A MEMEER :
What about the Speaken?] I am full of
admiration for you, Sir—Ilast though riot
Jeast—Dbecause you so patiently listen to
long speeches which are sometimes wibty,
sometimes ngughty and sometimes duil.
80 I do not want to be misunderstood.
T want to point out that my only aim is
to express my desire that the Ministers
should do more than they have done for
. the people of this country.

. 1 must frankly confess thal 1 was both
delighted and disappointed with what the
Hon. Leader said when he mfroduced
iﬁhls Budget; delichted because it was a
very shorb speech, but disappointed be-
wause T did not get the information that
1 hoped to get from him in explanation
o the many intricate things that are to
be found in this yolume. To a new Mem-
ber such explanation would have been
. excesdmgly useful. Pl

I have been locking over the pages
of this volume. T had hoped that
the Hon. Leader of the House would have
told us, on behalf of the Board of Min-
isters, for example, why the intersst on
" Government cash balances amounted to
* something like Rs. 1,000,000 in 1941-42
%-' _and is going to amount to Rs. 275,000 this
wear. I should like to bave had some ex-
_planation because I do not know why we
had an income of Rs. 2,000,000 from
L eurrency Investments in 1940-41 but
nothing this year. There are many
figures of that tvpe of which T should have
" liked some explanation. But the Hon.
. Leador has contented himself with
- spending He. 184,000,000 in twenty-five
" minutes.  Unfortunately, his earning
- capacity is not so great. He has manag-
'\ ed to earn only Rs. 167.000,000, with the
" result that we are faced with a deficit of
Rs. 17,000,000.

. The Hon. Sir D, B. Jayatilaka: In 25
. minutes that 15 a good achievement!

4

E.

. My. Kularatne: I must confess that
o the Hon. Leader is extravagant, spending
. over Rs. 7,000,000 in a minute.  Yet he
" does mot mind living on loans. T should

" State Council of I-Cg'-;ﬂon
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like to poinb out to him and to the Board
of Ministers that at the end.of 4his year
there would probably have been no deficit.
at all if they had mnot presented
Rs. 18,000,000 or more—mniy hon. Friend
the Member for Matale (Mr. Aluwihare).
says it is Bs! 24,000,000—to agriculbure -
and plumbago. :

This Budget is an attempt fo save
Ceylon for the British Empire, and it is
the intention of the Hon. Leader to make
posterity, it possible; pay for our sins.
T think it better to believe in the principle
of making the sinmers themselves pay,.
and I believe there are in the counfry
just now people who are sble to pay; and
it would have pleased me more if the
Board of Ministers had proposed to us
necessary taxation to coyer this deficit.

The Budget, to my mind, is a very
uninteresting and very dull Budget.

Personal Emoluments, War Tixpenditure,
and Emergency FExpenditure swallow up-
all onr money. T, unlike a good many -
hon. Members of this House, have comie:
here  resently, having been in centact
with the volers of my comstiluency, and
T know what the people feel—parhaps &
bit better than some Members who have.
beer here for quite a long time. 1t is
quite possible that they think that they
are in eontact with their constituencies.
But it is only when we fight an election
that we really come in contact with our
constituency; it is only then that we con-
sider our constituents our equals and
listen to what they have fo say:

T should like to tell you what some of
the voters of my constituency said to me-
when I asked for their votes. They said,
“* Sir we have on three oceasions during
the last cleven years sent Members to
represent this constituency; we have lost
our earnings for at least three days during
the last eleven years. But we do nobt
soe that this sending of Members fo
Couneil has made any difference to our
lives 7. e i

The other day, atter my election, T was:
travelling by train to Colombo. I
stopped at the Induruwa Station. Near

about the Goods Shed there was a
womman—one of my voters apparently—

with two or three children. I looked ab

her and wondered whether she would
recognize the new Member for Bala-
pitiva. And strangely enough, she looked
at me, and said, ** Sir, we supported yow
and we hope you will not forget us .



Aug. 5, 1942]

When I look at this Budget 1
wonder what I am going to tell her
and people of that kind—what message T
am going to give them. What is there
in thiy Budget for the poor people of this
wcountry? Shall T be able to tell her that
this Council has reduced the price of
rice? Can 1 tell her that she can get
wloth or foodstuffs at reasonable prices?
Have we fixed a living wage for the
Tabourers? Ts the Hon. Minister of Tdu-

eation able to give free sducation, and
books, to her childven? Or has the Hon.

. Minister of Health given better health
Tacilities—-—

*¥Mpr. S. Abeywickrama (’U(Iugama)
Babies.

Mr. Kularatne:

for the peoPIB

sor have we ma.de any provision ab all for

their old age?

T could tell her thiat the Hon. NIlmster'

of Home Affairs proposes to give her a
“thousand more Constables durmg the
next year. Would that be of any com-
fort? T could tell her that we are fight-

Jing g war and the Board of Ministers feel
compelled to spend a large sum out of
‘the revenue of this mun’ury on expendi-
‘ture in helping the Empire in this war.

I do not really. think that that will be of.
much comfort to her or to the other voters
who have spoken to me in th8 manner T
reterred to a little while ago. I must
therefore condemn this Budrret as o
Budget with no message of hope for the,
“poor man at all.

Ifi is. not necessary, I think, for me to
‘say anything much about the expenditure
o be incurred by the Officers of State.
1 have looked for something of interest
in this Budget and, as far as the Hon.
the Chief Secretary is concerned, the only
thing of interest T found was that in the
‘year 1939-40 he spent Rs. 4 on Govern-
ment ho'%pntahtv He intended to spend

- Re. 750 in 1940-41, buti actually spent
Rs. 11,555. This year he is._asking for
the modest sum of Rs. 1.000. But who
knows what he will spend? It is the un-
certainty of things like this, T think, that
makes life worth living.

I would just like to draw the attention
of the Hon. the Legal Secretary to one
‘point. T know that the poor people do
nob. count for very much in our country.
But recently I have had something to do
-with the I’ohce and something to '% with
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the Magistrates” Courts. A man came
to me a few days ago and said that he
had to go three times to the Magistrate's®
Court at Balapitiya to give evidence in &
case. He is a failor working here mj
Colombo, wlich means that he loses his
earnings for two days af least during each
visit to the Court and he has, in addition,
to ineur expenditure, I should like the
Hon. the Legal Secretary kindly to give L
instructions to the Magistrates to see thab
cases are not postponed so often. As &
matter of fact, I feel that if people are=
to give evidence in cases some considera- |
tion should be shown to the poor peaple :
as regards their expendibure. p

The Hon. the Finaneial Secretary isa
gentleman I really like. He is very use- ﬁ

ful. He warned the Btate Council at the
last Budget debate apparently and teld
this House that if we went on extendjngf?:ﬁ
our social services and increasing expen- |
diture, we would end in fmancial disaster. -
But he has a habit of bringing in plenty
of supplementary vofes for Persenal °
Emoluments, and I always see the de-
lightful formula: ** The Financial Seere.
tary concurs . T hope to see those four =
words oceur more frequently, parficular-
Iy when the Board of Ministers some day
or other bring before s proposals which
will ameliorate the conditions of the poor
people of this country.
I should like to appeal to the Board of
Ministers not to devclop, when they get
into office, the bureaucratic mentality.
They are, affer all, the elected of the
people; they represent certain constitu-
encies and they are like us here to look
after the interests of the people of the
counfry: A
In this Budgef there is o proposal to
give War Allowances to Government
Servants. T believe Rs. 7,250,000 is the |
amount to be voted for this purpose. Tt
may be that this will not be sufficient:
1 have every sympathy with the badly-
paid Gowvernment Servant. But what T ©
would like to point out is this fact. that =
the Board of Ministers are nob here
merely to look after Government Serv-
ants; they are here to look gfter the
miasses of this country, and the Govern-
ment Servant is only a very small
minority. When they give Rs. 7,250,000
to Government Sewanta they admit
that there is a need to help the people
with small incomes. T think that thiz
allowance is a  very indiscriminate

S d
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o allowanee. Thers is also a proposal on
" the part of the Hon. Minister of Educa-
‘tion 'to give a War Allowance of
Rs. 8,000,000 to teachers in Assisted
Schools. This large swr of money is
going to be given indiscriminately.
I say that the riachine of Government
" geems to be inhuman; it does not seem
%o consider the needs of the people. 1
\gan quite imagine that a large number of
people who will draw these allowances
will be people who will really need the
" money, but a fair number will be people
who will not need this money. I know,
Sir, several teachers—unmarried men
\and women—who are getting salaries of
over Rs. 100 and who do not need this
» war allowance, but the Government
machine is such that when a thing is
~ done it must be done for all. There is
" ‘no attempt made to discriminate.
- 1 would say that it would be much
" faiver for Government tio consider a pro-
 posal such as the reduction of the price of
" rice instead of giving an allowance of
' this kind. That would help the poor
. people, and it is true it would help the
rich as well, butthen the rich can always
be taxed. :
1 have already referred to the Minis-
ter of Home. Affairs as being rather ex-
. fravagant. He proposes to spend on his
own Departrnients this year about
Rs. 3,000,000 more than during the last
year.

Zovsa) was always harping on the sub-
" jeeb of bribery. I read his speech deli-
- vered on the last Budget, and I found
 that quite g good deal of it was occupied

in dealing with this question of bribery.
Bo far as I know, the only action taken
as regards bribery is to appoint a Com-
~ mission to see whether the Members of
.~ this House take bribes or not. The ques-
. tion of bribery in the Public Services has
~ been' left untouched. I think, of the
 Departments under the Mmister of Home
Affairs, the only place free from bribery

I is the Zoological Gardens.

! #Mp.  Abeywickrama: And yet you
" Fadmire him! g S

. Mpr. Kularatne: But he is not the only
~ culprif.” e probably is unable to do
. anything, just like the othezs. I am only

State Council of Ceylon

Now, tny predecessor, the late
Member for Balapitiya (Mr. Franecis de -
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referring now to the Minister of Home
Affairs, but the same thing applies to.

‘other Ministers also. In his ease there is.

at least one Department which is iree:’
from bribery, but it may be that in the
eage of the others there may not be even
that.

I do mot want to say anything about.
#he Prisons Department because I know
very little about it yet. e

The - Excise Department takes away
plenty of money. Bothithe Leader of
the House and T ave temperance workers,
and if we do noti say much on the subjeet
go much the better. T notice that in his
proposals there is a reduction in the vote
for rewards to officers, from Rs. 60,000
to Rs. 40,000. That is very significant.
At the same time there is a correspond-
ing reduction in the wvote for first-aid
equipment. It comes down @ from
Rs. 1,000 to Bs. 500. These two go
together probably. Firstaid is  not
needed because there will be fewer re-
wards to the officers. Anyway, so far as.
T can learn, these gentlemen in the Excise
Department do not need the rewards
from the Department, Six. They work
probably for the sake of work and they
have their reward elsewhere. :

I should like to say something about:
the Police Department, though it may be
rather dangerous to criticize the Police.
1 have had something to do with mem--
bers of this Departicnt very recently.
1 do mnot want to generalize from my
little experience and say that the Police:
Department is ineffieient simply because
T found that in my area the Police do not:
seem  to  funetion well. . The Minis-
ter of Home Affairs intends to spend
Rs. 1,000,000 more to make the Police
more efficient. I would certainly give
him more if T could. :

As 5 matter of fach, a few days ago,
when he brought up a vote for two more
Asgsistant Superintendents of Police; 1
intended to support that motion until
the Financial Secretary told me that they
were wanted to look after Malavs and
Then T changed my mind. T
do feel that the Police Department, whick:
is spupposed to be very efficient, is per-
haps too efficient. The Minigtér told us
that if ha took a Senior Inspector from

‘his post, it would diserganize the Depart-

ment. Tt means thab the work is so
carefully planned that not a single officer
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can be ‘taken from his post. I think we
should help the Minister by giving him
more_officers—Probationers” perhaps—so
that he would be able to organize 'the
Department in such a way that men could
be promoted when promotions became
necessary. ; :

Now, Sir, I should like to tell the Min-
ister of Home Affairs that 1 feel very
disappointed indeed with the arrange-
ments made by the Police on the occasion
of the last by-election for Balapitiya.
The Police arrangements failed mizerably
ab least in certain areas. In the section

- which is under the charge of the Amba-
langoda Police thers seemed to be, as far
as 1 could see, absolutely no order at all.
The whole situation seemed to be out of
control, in spite of ths fach that T had

drawn the attention of the Police to the

great need for additional men and to the
great need for taking precautions to pre-
wventt gny unfortunate oceurrences, It
'semed to me that no attention was paid

~ fto these vepresentations.
The Minister of Home Affairs wants a
thousand miore Constables. T think it
~would be useful to him to have an addi-
tional speecial force at least in the Amba-
langoda avea to look after the Police, Sir,
ab a time when an eleetion takes place,
beeause Constables were assaulted on the
- oceasion I refer to. Not only is a special
foree meeded to look after the Constables,
but ancther force should be there to pro-
tect the public from the Police. Two
additional forces, therefore, are needed
in connexion wit‘h the Police; one force
to protect the Police from the public, and
another to protect the public from the

- Police. e

I have often wondered why murders
take place in this country and go unde-
tected. T have at last found the secret,
. Bir. The whole trouble is that the
murdered man is unable to come and tell
the Police who eommitted the act! As
a result the Police are unable to take
action! On the morning of my election,
‘we were very badly attacked. The car

‘in which I was travelling was attacked

right in front of one of the polling sta-
tions, in front of the Balapitiya Courts.
I made a complaint to the Police at Kos-
goda, but the Police Inspector was un-
able to intierfere in the matter hecause it
was out of his area. The telephone was.
out of order and he could not get in touch
with the Ambalangoda - Police! There

Debates.
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were the efficient arrangements made in
connexion with this by-election, and in
spite of a complaint made by another
Member of this House and myself, no
action has been taken, simply because
the Inspector says, ** You have not been
able to identify the people who attacked
you ”’ : 7
Now, this happened in broad daylight,
and if this is the manmner in which the
Police look after the puhlic of this couns:

even afi Police Stations themselves— 5
am told that this has happened 1_:&3eni:«lf-‘?,i
—and the Police cannot gef a conviction,
I should like to ask the Minister of
Home Affairs to give a thorough training *
to the Inspectors of Police and give them
instructions as to how they should mﬁ%
under such condifions. There wers
hundreds of people present on the oce.-.a_.-'ig
sion and with a little effort the Inspector
could have got all the evidence that wag |
necessary. Several Constables' mustl
have been present on that occasion ab -
the scene and yet not one man attempted’
to intervene. T am told that the Mili- i
tary are given a certain amount of rum
or something like that. The Minister of
Home Affairs is responsible for arrack, %
and I think a certain quanfity of thak 'j
stuff at least may be given to thé Convﬁ
stables to give them the courage neces-
sary to tackle a situation &f that kind, i
As to the Minister of Agriculture and X
Lands, I do not wish to say anything =
much except that T have always followed |
his work in this Couneil with great p]ea.-":;%
sure, because I have seen that he is mak- (f
ing a real effort to produce the food tha-h‘.-':’;g
we very badly need. He has spent a
great deal of money, T am told. I do not
mind how much ha spends 80 long ag he
succeeds in making this country s;elf—'smfﬁ;,-eiﬂi
cing in the matter of food; and tfhe'-only,ﬁ_'.-%
bright spots so far as T can find out, in
this Budget, are two items to his ‘credi

namely Rs. 750,000 to help colonists a-mi i

]

peasants and another Rs. 300,000 for vill{-%i
age expansion. s
I should, however, like to draw the af-
'tention of the Minister of Agriculture and
Lands to a sentence from the speech of ~
the late Member for Balapitiya, (Mp.*
Francis de Zoysa) which he made during
the last Budget debats. T do not think ./

.

i
cause of pressure of ofher work, but T |

hope, Sir, that the Minister will be able. G

-
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during the next few months to give my
constituency the help that he is asked to
}_Jgiv_e-.- This iz what he said :

" In my own constituency ‘the people in the
* villages say—and they ought to lmow, gomething
 _that with a little expenditurs of money, by
4 opening up: two or three canals, aboub 10,000
aeres | which »are now lying fallow can be
ﬁﬁlﬁv&ted..'_" e :

This may be an exaggeration and it
‘may be that much more will bave to be
done, but I am gure the Hon. Minister of
Agriculture will not fight shy of neces-
ary expenditure and he will bring pro-
posals before this House to save thege
fields—u vast acrenge—from the floods
that we regularly have in that area.

I am sorry that the Hon. Minister of
Local Administration is not here. The
- other day we passed a Bill to enable him
" to postpone Village Committee and Ur-

ban Council elections.
. issued a circular even before the passing
" of the Bill to inform these Committees
" and Councils that the elections would not
e held.

"1 should like to say that it is bhad
. enough not to have a General Klection
for electing Members o this House, but
. it is quite unnecessary to postpone for
. any length of time elections to Village
Committees and Urban Councils, Dur-
ing the last syear a great deal has been
‘done by Members of the Village Com-
" mittees, and the onlv opportunity the
. people will have of expressing their
appreciation or condemnation of these
 Mombers is when these olections take
. place. 1 know that in'several cases the
 yillagers are oaly waiting for the oppor-
. tunity to fteach a lesson to some of these
"' representatives, and it is but right that
_ they should be given that opportunity.
In the matter of food, the Hoen. Minis-
" ter of Loeal Administration is responsible
" for 4 verv important item of the food of
| the people of this coumtry.
i will be pardoned for referring to it be-
& cause I come from an area where there
. are plenty of fishermen. T am referring
to the Department of Fisheries. I do

" nob know what this Department of Fish-

. gearce, in spite of the fact that we have
' the sea and plenfy of fresh water in this
" country. I should like to see the Hon.
| Minister taking a special interest in fhis
" matter and rpecially encowaging frash

State Council of Ceylon

T believe he '

1 think T~

| eries has achieved so far. Fish is very .

[Ang. 5, 1942

| -
water fishing in the many lakes and rivers
that are available to ug in our counfry.
The Minister of Health is very proud
of the fact that hie has reduced the death-
rate of infants from 149 to 129 per thou-
sand. DBut this figure of 129 is far too
high, and if he is to reduce this still fur-
ther, the Board of Ministers must give
him more Maternity Homes, Midwives
and Dispensaries. : ;
When I went round: my constituency
during the elections, I found that there
was a great dearth of Doctors. 1t does
not seem to me that we are producing
gufficient Doctors in this country. 1
hope it is not a case of the profession
wanting to reduce the nuraber in order to
earn more. The Minister of Health
should take steps to produce moe Doc-
tors, but unfortunately it seems to me
that the matter is out ot his hands ag we
have handed over the Medical College
to the newly-established University, All

-the same, 1 feel that the Minister of

Health should have some control over
this matter. If he is to look after the
health of the people, he must have more
Doctors, more Apothecaries, Dentists
and other specialists.

I leasrned to-dav that owing to the
scarcity of Apothecaries the Medical De-
partment is in the habit of sending un-
trained men to the Dispensaries. This,
1 whink, is a very serious matter and 1

hope the Minister of Health will take

action to see that rthere is a sufficient
number of Apothecaries to take charge
of our Dispensaries. 7 _
Here again I should like to draw the
attention of the House to the manner in
which the poor people are treated in the
matter of health. [The Government of
the eountry run hospitals, but in these
hospitals we make a difference betweer
the poor and the zich. This difference
ghould not exist in insfitutions financed
by a House of this kind. We are elected
on universal suffrage, and it should be
our duty to see that in State institutions
all people aro treated alike. The fach
that the poor people have separate wards
makes it possible for people to treat them
differently, and the disappearance of the
paying wards in our hogpitals would in’
deed be very welcome from the point of
view of us who represent the people.
Talking of bribery, 1 must not forget
the Minister of Health. The other day
& member of my constituency came to me

\

t i
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and said that he had had to spend from
between Rs. 20 and Rs. 80 to remove 3
dead body from the (eneral Hospital,
drom one of the non-paying wards. So
bribery is not to be found only in tha
Departments under the control of the
Minister of Home Affairs, but even in g
place liks the General Hospital where,
taking everything into consideration, men
who are in charge of people who are sick,
who are dead, who' are suffering, should
never think of anything like taking bribeg

drom the people. Even in such places
bribery is in existence.

I should like to congratulate the Min-
ister of Labour, Industry and Commerce
on his many industrial activities. T had
the pleasure of visiting his Leather Fac.
tory. He receives so much criticism in
this House that T think a word of praise
ig due o him for the work he is doing in
this eonnexion. Things that should have
been done many years ago are now being
done, thanks to the fact that we have
our, own Ministers in charge of these

- Depmrtments. But in the matter of
Hdood control, the story is different.

Reference has already been made to
the grave situation in which the people
of the country are placed in this matter,
and I do not want to take up the time of
‘thel House in dealing with this subject.
But I do hope that with the new appoint.
tnent of, the handy-man of the Govern-
ment Service the situation will improve
‘and that the poor people of the coutry
will be in a position to obtain without
much difficulty the articles of food that
ihey need.

The Minister of TLabour, Industry &
Commeree, I find, is in charge of social
=ervices and legislation pertaining to this
department. T cannot find anything in
this Budget that could be classed as real
~social service. T suppose a certain sum
of money is voted for assisting the poor

- people; but neither the poor people nor
those who would like to help them are
aware of the manner in which this
‘money is being 'distributed. T should
like to see/some definite action taken hy
the Hon. Minister to put the social
services of the country on a sound
Afooting.
The Minister of Communications and
- Works says that he is going to lose nearly
Re. 4,000,000 on the Railway. As a
matter of fact, he is going to.lose nearly
Rs. 8,000,000 on the Railway. T know
that' he has had a very bad beritage in

- Debaies.

‘so, or because he wanis to do 50?2  Now,
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this matter, but I see no reason why he
should not make use of the very efficient
Director of Transport for the purpose of :
floating a private limited liability  com- =
pany to take charge of the Railway, as :
in the case of buses. T hope the Minis. g
ter will take this step with the help of &
the expert and save Hs. 8,000,000 to us
—Re. 8,000,000, whish could be well
utilized in helping the poor people of
the ¢duntry, : : ‘f

I kept the Minister of Education for |
the last because he. has already beenju-%'
criticized for taking me into his Com- Y
mittee. T should like o say that there

‘are managers and managers of schools,

and probably the Minister was aware of o
the fact that T was an exception to.the”
sort of manager he was th.iﬂkj_-ng of when
he gondemned them., =
I do not want to say much aboub the -
Department of Education, but there is
one thing that I should like to -ask the o
Minister, and it is this: does the Minister
establish schools because he hag to do
when a man does a thing becanse he has |
to do i, he does it just to sabisfy require-
ments, but when he does it because he i
wants to do it, he does it as he wante it
to be done. When T look at the schools. .
of the country I am compelled to come
to the conclusion that the educational
work in ‘this country is heing done,
particularly primary education, nob 'g
because we feel that we want to do it
but because we have to do it. It you |
go round the country and look at the 5
schools that nave been built for the vast o
majority of the children that attend *
school, you will find that the buildings
are only fit to serve as cattle sheds; the
teachers are ill-paid and are not too well ¢
educated. 5,
It is impossible to bring up a decent. 1
race with the kind of school that we are 5
cstablishing. The fact that Rs. 3,000,000 %
is needed to pay war allowances to
Assistied school-teachers will show you
how badly placed financially the vast
majority of teachers are. The trouble
is not so much with the Minister as with
the Board of Ministers who refuse o

‘give him the money that he needs for

the purpose, They seem to grudge the
expenditure on eduecation.
Now, if wou look ati educational
statistics, you will find that we are not
enforcing  the  compulsory Education
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- Ordinance. Though we have over
L 100,000 pupils in, say, the Second or
Third Standards of our schools, we have
~ only 50,000 in the Fifth. By the time
" they come to the Fifth Standard many
. children are allowed to leave school per-
. haps in order' to save expenditure. The
" gituation, there.ore, is very serious.
" This House must bo prepared to spend
" as much money as is necessary to give
‘a sound education to the children of this
_ country,
"~ The Training Schools are hardly to be
" blamed for the bad teachers that we
~ have in our scheols. We have en-
. couraged denominational training schools,.
' ° fraining schools that train 20 teachers or
" g0 a year. It is impossible for me to
" imagine that any such school eould be
properly staffed, could have the egquip-
ment that a training school should
ossess, or could have the kind of men
with whom the teachers should associate
in order that they may develop into the
. right type of teachers. 1t is very neces-
gary for the Ministey to consider this
position and bring proposals ‘before this
House to cstablish the right type of
| training  school, weéll-equipped, well-
* . mtaffed and able to tum out all the
teachens that our schools will need in the
future.,
Again, the Educdtion Department, 1
.~ feel, needs better luspectors, more eap-
. able and efficient Inspectors, and more
* capable administrative officers. Tn this
~ gonnexion T would like to /draw the
~ atténtion of the House to the faet thab
the Department of Education is burdei-
ed with the task of conducting examMIing-
tions for the Public Services. 1 feel that
it would be very much better for us if we
have quite a-separate department to con-
duet cxminations for the Public Servi-
ces. Officers of the Department of
Fducation are made to do other than
'\ oducational work, and educational work
& s bound to suffer if they devote their
" fime to such purposes.
. 1 remember saying in 1938, I believe,
when I returned to Ceylon after a visit
to Bngland, that *he Minister of Educa-
tion should travel abroad to see. how
things are done in other countries. I
am afreid just now the time is very bad
for him to travel, but there are progres-
aive States in India which he might visit
with advantage.

AL IR TR Ao
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In conclusion, 1 come to the last vote,.
the Defence vote. I eannot pass it with-
out making 8 few comments. "The late
Member for Balapitiya on the last occa-

sion that he made his Budget speech .

said, * We eannot but pass that vote;,
we dare not refuse to pass it ', But, Bir,

' it is not in that spirit that I should like:

to pass the Defencevote.  We are spend-
ing over this war a very large sum of
money. The Defence vote is only one
item. It is because of the situation
created by the war that we have to spend.
large sums of money in the shape of
War Allowances, Hmergeney Assistant:
Government Agents, and so on.

Now, the first thing that gtrikes me is.
that our rulers have failed in their, shall
T call it, trusteeship of this country.
They have failed to frain us to detend
the country either by air or land or sea.
There is undoubtedly in ourminds a feel
ing that they do nob trust us, that they
fear to give this training to us. ‘That
sort of feeling is mot the right kind of
feeling for us to entertain if we are to
have a real good partnership. z

T remember reading an advertisements
in the local papers; perhaps,it was
inserted by the Treasury. 1 donot know
who was responsible for it, but anyway
it was a very honest man who had
inserted that advertisement. ¥t was in
connexion, I believe, with the War Loan,
and in big bold letters 1 found this
sentence: < (ive to protect the right to
be free **. I feel that that is a very
honest statement., We are not asked to
give to protect freedom but to protect
the right to be free. o that, we only
have the right to be free. . If we ab pre-
sent pass this vote, we are passing a vobe .
in orden to protect the right to be free.

T would like to appeal to the Board of
Ministers on this matter and ask them
whether they feel as we do, whether they
are ignorant of what the people of, this
country feel in connexion with our pre-
sent position ; or do they think It wise tor
be silent? We have been told that ab
tho end of the war a Commission will be
sént oub to see what further Reforms
should be given to this country. Is that -
the position in which wé are placed, or
have the Ministers got a better message
to give us? Tt is quite possible that they

are not in touch with the people in this
rnatter, The hon. Member for Matale: |
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the Kandyan - Convention:

&'

i
(Mr. Aluwihare) told us that there were
at least 80 per cent. in Ceylon who felt
indifferent about the result of this war.

This war, Sir, is supposed to be a war
for democraey. But I saw the other day
an article writbén by a British writer in
an important Journal published in Eng-
land to the effect that the existence of
subject-races was not inconsistent with
democracy. 8o that democracy has not
been correctly understood in certain
quarters here. It simply means rule by
the people as the people of the country
want to be ruled or to rule. Of course,
the people of England feel that there
ought to be subject-races. So that it is
entirely foolish on our part to say that

. because England is fighting for democ-

racy they will necessarily give us

. freedom.

Ag far as this war is concerned, it
seems to me fo be a fight for freedom,
not for subject-races in the Colonisl
Bmpire, but for the races that have been
brought, under subjection recently. I
want to know whether the Board of Min-
isters are satisfied with this situation.

- As far as we are concerned, we think that

we should vote this money feeling that it
is really given for the defence of our
country, and if it is for the defence of our
country it is necessary that this House
should be given the power to control the

affairs of this cou ntry.

I would like to remind the Board of

. Ministers that British gtafosmen have

been brought up on the creed which says,
** Agk and ye shall receive. Seek and
ye shall find. Knock and it shall be
opened unto you ':  But if we are silent,
T am afraid we shall for ever be a subject-
race.

This House, 8ir, is a sorb of contingent

. of Ceylon’s Light Infantry or heavy

infantry as the case may be. But we
have 8 Furopean Officers in charge of
the platoon. I should like to appeal to

. the Members of this House for unity. I
. should like to appeal to the Member for

Matale (Mr. Aluwihare) who comes with
“ By all
mesns carry it in your hands, but join

us to ﬁg-ht__.for freedom ',

Mr, Aluwihare: T can promise you that
not only on my behalf but on behalf of
the whole Kandyan commurity.

Debates.
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Mr. Kularatne: I ghould like tc appeal.
to_the Members from Jaffna and say, 9

“Let us forget our diﬁerendek—»hh&,f{%
differences are very slight—and unite and -
agk the authorities, the powers that be,f":{
to grant us oqur richts in this matter,
rights that cannot be refused accor'ding#a"ﬁ
to their own protestations ', R
We are a very loyal people ; perhaps toon
loyal. I find that British statesmen are «.
prepared to megotiate with disioyﬁ&]g,.r_j
people. It may be that because of u_urf‘i?
loyalty and apparent silence they do nob
thinlk it worth while bothering themselvaﬂ;%
about us. Tt is true that we are a small =
peopld in 8 small country, and that what
we do makes very liftle difference to the
British Empire. But yet, Sir, in a war .
of this kind, the goodwill of the people i
any part of the Empire should count, and iﬁq
British statesmen should desire not only
our help, given—may be unwillingly, but
help, that will be given very willingly e
only our rights are recognized. I hope. -‘
the Board of Ministers will realize the =
feelings of this House and the feelings of
this country and take action without
delay to see that an announcement-is
made to us that will satisfy our feelings
in this matter. L

*Dr. A. P. de Zoysa (Colombo ¢
South): Sir, the Budget appears to diff- ?
erenf Members differently. The hon,
Nominated Member (Mr. Newnham)y i«
feels that the interests of the commercial
sectiong and of the planters are satisfied, ‘;‘i

¥
i

and he thinks that the Budget is a per--
fect one. The hon. Member for Matale
(Mr. Aluwihare) feels dissatisfied if the
Kandyan Convention is not theve, or iff
the Budget is not brought up according:
to it. In the same way, different Mem- :4
bers feel differently about the Budget.
Tt is mo doubt a difficult time to bring
up & budget fo satisfy all interests and
all parties. But it must be admitted
that, given the necessary expense for
Defence purposes, the rest of the Budget .%
should be considered as o Budget of the. ke
people of this country. Although year
affer year we cmphasize the fact that
essential services are neglected by the
Ministers, they take no notice whatever
of that faet.. :
_In progressive countries, in civilized =
countries T should say, it is an essential
thing ito 'provide for unemployment.

:
:
o
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benefits, for health insurance and old age

- pensions. Year aiter year we have
. @mphasized this fact. We brought up
_substantive motions on the subject in

1936 and 1987, and even Jast week & new. -

. Member brought in some motion to this
_ effect, but the Ministers are quite silent
.about the matter. When every progres-
sive country has adopted these measures
as essential for ithe welfare of the
" country, our Ministers, the elected repre-
gentatives of this country, ignore the
. need 'of the country. Thescost may be
heavy, but it is the duty of the Ministers
" o find ways and means of providing the
necessary, essential, relief to the poor
‘people of this country.
. In England these measures were adopt-
ed in 1909 or 1912, and these measures
~ have been introduced in all other
Huropean countries. But here, we ex-

* ploit these people; we pay very poor

_ wages; they have hardly enough to eat,
‘hardly enough to provide theniselves with
he necessary clothing or to educate their
children, Yet, in spite of that, we are
not prepared to spend |a few million:
rupees in providing health benefits, un-

. employment relief, and old age pensions.

Apart from these necessary, essential
services, to the people of the country as a
whole, look at the condition of some
sechions of our people. We have the
Foddahs. Have we made an effort in
this century to better their conditions, to
L Givilize them and to see to it that, in-

~ stead of living a wild life, they live in
housges, that they receive some form of
education? We have not done anything
of the kind. Not a cent out of the

Rs. 100,000,000 provided for expenditure
in this country has been set apart for

| the pmprovement of this section of our

- people, of whom not merely Ceylon but
the whole of the Empire should be
ashamed.

Tk is an easy matter to deal with this
~problem, if only an effort 18 made, but we
ignore these people. We. take a delight
in exhibiting them as the savages of
“Ceylon; we bring them up to exhibitions
and write abeut them, and take photo-
graphs. Tt iz not a \big problem to
cvilize these Veddahs, to teach them
‘potter ways of life, and it is the bounden
duty of all of us—all human bemgs—to
help these people living in their ignorance
\__and that not more than 150 o 200 miles

State Council of Cé'glon
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away from Colombo.\, But we make no
effort to better the conditions of a section
of our people who now live little better
than animals. AT A
The Ministers find i easy to let things
go on as in the past. That is no pro-

oress. This is the set of Ministers who "

were found inefficlent, wanting, when
there was no war, buf still, even under
war conditions, they are allowed to carry
on! Before the war, we knetv very well,
the whole country lknew, and I believe
even the higher authorities knew, that
these Ministers were not efficient. Mem-
bers may praise them and say that the
Ministers have done a mighty lot for the
jeountry, but I say they have done noth-
ing and have adopted @ policy of drift.

[We try to censure them for not tackling |

somie of the most pressing problems of
the country. Unemployment is one'of
those problems which can easily: be
solved; it is not an insoluble problem.
Have the Ministers tried to solve thab
problem in this country ?

Have they solved the food problem?
MThis is o fertile Iand, and had they the
imind they could have solved the problem.
{But they have not done it. -

Tf these Ministers were inefficient be-.
fore the war, if they could not do any-
thing with foresight, with a plan before

them, what can you expeet from: them

now? I am not exaggerating when 1 say
that to be o Minister in this country one
has merely to have the ability to sign
one’s name; perhaps even that is not
necessary; a mark can be puf in place
of a signature! All the work is being
done by the Becretaries and others.

The whole country is dissatisfied with
avhat the Ministers have done in the

past. - We are a very loyal people; we

have been very loyal, but unfortunately
matters are now taking a different turn,
[t is becoming evident that there are a
number of people who are becoming dis-
loyal or who are disgusted with the Min-
isters, with 'the Government, and are
therefore trying to show their dissatis-

faction by being disloyal: The hon.

Member for Matale (Mr. Aluwihare) said
that of the people of this country 10 per
cent. are loyal, 10 per cent. are disloyal

" and 80 per cent. are indifferent, I do. -

not know how he came to get those

AgUres-—r—
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explanation. T said that that was the
tale in Burma: and you might get that
there. -

*Dr, de Zoysa: T am sorry. I thought
He referved to Ceylon,

Here matters are taking a very seiious
turn. . Jf you go down to picture house
you find that when the National Anthem
is played, ‘or when pictures of royalty or

- pictures having anything to do with
royalty are shown, people, instead of
showing  the gustomary respect and
standing up when the anthem ig played,
to-day remain seated and hoot—

My, \Alumrlhane. No, that is not so.

*Dr. de Zoysa: It is'done. . Last weelk
at the Majestic: Talkies, when the film
about the visit of the Duke of Gloucester
Was =bei:_3g' shown, some peaple in fhe
front rows would not stand up when the
National Anthem wag played, and they
hooted at the pictures that were shown.

*The Hon. Mr, G. E. de Silya (Minis-
ter of Health) : They must have been

*Dr. de Zoysa: Yes, we can deceive
ourselves to a certain extent, but we
musE fage facts.  The volume of dis-
loyalty, or I may say, the volume of dis.
satisfaetion among the people ia growing.
(Larger numbers of people are getting dis-
satisfled.  *‘ Why * they say, °* see
what the Ministers are doing: see what
the Board of Minjstors are doing . The
People are dissatisfied with most of the
adhions of the Board of Ministers, and
the result is that there is a feeling in

‘the country that the best thing that conld

happen would be to do away with the
Btate Council. . If the sdministration of
the country is taken over by the Military,
we could save all the money now paid
to the Members of the State Couneil and
t0 the Ministers, and that money could
be given fo the People in charity.
People are saying that that would be
 more satigfactory than the present siate
iof affairs, and that if it is brought shcut
the Government really mean well by the

people. I am not looking at the Jues.

tion from the personal point of view.
The action T have suggested may affect
me or you personally, but T am thinking
‘of the country, of the saving of the

Debates.
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Rs. 800,000 now paid to the Members

of the State Council and the Ministers.

I am excluding the three officers of State.

1f we do away with the State Couneil. *

and use the money thus saved to Provide
unemployment  relief,

this couniry, we would he doing some-
thing useful, and then {he ‘people would
think better of the Government., !
The people now think that the autho-.
pities in England, knowing all about the
inefficiency of our Ministers, are gtill
content to allow them to carry an be-

cause they think that that is a better
way of allowing matters o go on a8 they
But that is g mistake, and that =

are.
misbake may be discovered too late when
it would be impossible to eorrect if,

L do not want to blame the Ministérs.
without reason, but unfortunately when
you look round and see what is bappen-
ing, you are driven to the conclugion thut
tthe Heads of Departments and the Min-
isters and Officers of State are complete-

iy oub of touch with the people. They

have no opportunities of gotting  into
touch with the peoplé. The Ministers
are out of touch with the people. We:
have no properly organized parby. svstem
in this country. The different organiz-
ations that we find in different parts of
the Tsland do not know the requirements
of the people, and the result is that only

individual Menbers of this Couneil, the:

baclk-benchers, come in contaet with the
people.  We talk with them, we mix

‘with them, and we know what they want
- and what they do not wantf, ;

I can asgure the House tha.b_lthere is
strong dissatisfaction among the people.
The ignorant man hlames the Govern-

ment: he says, ““ Well, perhaps this is
what the British Government wants the- 4

3

the British Government, does ™’
My solution to the problem is that the:
Ministers should be more careful and
more active. ‘‘ Activity ”’ on the part
iof a Minister does not mean the making-
of speeches. This is the time to make
a great effort in the matter of food pro-
duction, but what have the Ministers
done? Have they made auy attempts
in this direction? Tf they have, they
have failed hopelessly. Making speechos

Board of Ministers to do: this is what

will not do. The venerable Leader of

o rednl

or to  provide
employment, tc feed the poor children of

e
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[ Dr. de Zoysa.] . .
‘he House and the other Ministérs in a
* * campaign to encourage the war effort
‘speak about producing more food and
. preach sermons of that kind, but that
‘Thas no effect on the people. They will
erely listen and say, *‘ He lives in a
comiortable house; he comes here in his
“wear and says, ° Produce more food * !
¥ This is not the time for speech-mak-
“ing, but for action. All of us, inspired
by the team spirit, must go and work in
~ the fields and do everything possible to
~ produce more food.
. With regard to Civil Defence, it is use-
\ less appointing & Warden here and a
" Warden there, and giving them allow-
sances. When the actual trouble comes,
the people will not know what to do.
¥ You publish documents in English; you
" deliver speeches in English, and think
that the people will know what to do.
‘That is not so. The people are ignorant.
 When the ‘'Alert’ is sounded, most
‘people rush into the streets to see what is
 going on. The people can be edu-
wated, if . the necessary organi-
zation is formed by getting groups
. .of people together. The people must be
. taught to co-operabe, to_work fogether.
This is the time when Ministers and com-
moners—the man in the street; even the
‘seavenger—must work together, so that
the needs of the people may be known,
®o0 that we can find out whether they
 haye understood what is going on and
. what they are expected to do.
i But instead of that, people have seized
| this opportunity to profiteer. A poor
man who is paid 75 cents a day is now
asked to pay 27 cents for a measure of
rice, while the cost of the other neces-
. saries of life has gone up considerably.
We, in the meantime, instead of pro-
dueing more food, have let the people
go on profiteering. They think thab this
s the time for them to make money.
Take the case of Ministers who own
. plumbago mines. Plumbago fetches
yery good prices to-day. Some people
‘make as much as Bs. 5,000 a day from
‘their plumbago. But plumbago is not
~ taxed, while the paor boutique-keeper
~ has to pay an excess profits tax. Ts that
fair? Do we think that these people are
so ignorant as not to know of it? They
‘know that, in the case of plumbago, in
~which Ministers are interested, the arti-

.'- |
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ole is nob taxed, whereas the poor maﬁ
who has struggled on for years together
in trying to do some trade has to pay

an excess profits tax. Formerly they . -

held the British Government as a Govern-
ment which stood for fair play, but now
they teel that the British Government is
lacking in fair play affer the war.

Before any measures are taken 10
ration, say, rice or any other foodstufis,
a return of the stocks available should
be made. As soon @s merchants know
that there is going to be rationing of, say,
cloth, rice, sugar or some other food-
stuff they hoard those commodities.
There is panic created, and rich people
also buy up large quantities of the
rationed article and hoard it. I1f Hon.
Ministers know what they are doing, the
first thing they should do is to fake stock |
of available supplies of the different arti-
cles which they intend to ration. Bub
what they do is to allow the people to
buy the article in the market at ordinary
prices, and, when rationing is introduc-
ed, to pub up prices unconscionably.
Goods are sold in the black-markets ab
enormous profits. I must give most of
the Buropean merchants eredit for this,
that in the case of most of the essential
commodities in which they deal, such as
butter, sugsr, and so on, the prices are
not unnecessarily put up. If they had
old stocks in hand, those stocks were
sold at the old prices.

But the Ministers who have the power
to check any profiteering or fo punish
those responsible for it do mobt do so
because they do not have the necessary
means of cheeBing such rregularities. In
the absence of necessary means ol
checking profiteering, it is carried on all
aver the country, and it seems to be the
order of the day. Hverywhere it is &
question of charging more. - e

Will you blame the people if they are
dissatisfied, and especially when they .
have to be satisfied with one meal instead
of two meals a-day? Then, if they find
money for that one meal, they have to
pay a price above the controlled prices for
the necessaries of life. This is the state -
of things prevailing, and yet the Hom.
Ministers keep their seats.

The only way to save the country is
to do away with this Council immediate-
ly. If the Government wants represen-
tatives of the people, there are others.
We must not think that the sixty of us
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are the only representatives of this
country. If the Governor wants séme-
one to advise him, let him do away with
these - Ministers who have failed and
- failed hopelessly after the war broke out.
They have not made this war the com-
mon cause of the people. They have
not made a special attempt to teach the
people to produce more food in a syste-
matic way go that eveyy man may feel
it his duty fo plant something, Thers
are others who could be trusted with
these duties in the Council. Get them
at this stage.

If thet is not done, and if these Min-

isters are allowed to drift on, I can
assure you that we will come to a time
when the higher authorities—the British
Government—will regrefi that ' they
allowed these Ministers to go on, think-
ing that they could easi%r manage the
affairg of this country. They are mak-
ing a mistake. If we were to have an
' election next month, I doubt] whether
any one of us—perhaps with the excep-
tion of yourself, Sir, because you hap-
pen to be the Speaker—will be returned.
There ig not the possibility of any one
wof ug being returned, because the people
“are so disappointed with what we have
dane so far in this Council. [A Mam-
BER: Do you exclude yourself?] T do
nob exclude myself. !

All the eommunities are dissatisfied.
Minor employees ‘are paid Rs. 80.a
raonth, and 8 labourer is paid, af the
most, Re. 1 a day. With that sum of
money the minor employee and the
labourer are expected to look after their
family and to buy all their foodstuffs
which have gone up in price by 100 per
cent. and 200 per cent. What have we
done to check it? We have done
nothing.

Bir, with regard to the Civil Defence
of thig country, we must give credit to
the Commissioner for what he has done,
trying to organize it at short notice.
But he himself admits. that Civil
Defence is not 100 per kent. perfect.
He himself admits it.
g you treab it as a matter which comes
within the purview of the trousered class,
or the educated clags, Civil Defence in
this country is no Civil Defence.” You
ought to bring in the villager, the man
who speaks Sinhalese also; and you ought

_ to tell the villagers what they are to do,

and how they should contribute towards

Debates.
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the defence of this 'counb_ry. They are .

willing to eo-operate.

N

Years ago 1 suggested to the Hon, _

Minister that he should form & sort of
Village Police Force in certain urban

districts. He said ‘that i6 was impos- %
He would

sible, and he eduld not do it.
not say that to-day. At that time he
thought that my suggestion was imprac-
ticable, but now he has had to ask for
1,000 Police Constables to be trained. .

Sir, with regard 4o education, I think
we suffer a great deal owing to the type'
of education that is imparted in this
country. We have a small number of
Bnglish schools. We must either try to |
teach Finglish in gll Sinhalese and Tamil
schopls, or else we miust give a more
liberal education to those children who
attend Binhalese and Tami} schools. To
establish a University for about 600
students only, and to say that we have'
done our best, is a mistake. If you con-
sider that only 600 out of about
6,000,000 people should be selected for
higher education, you would realize ‘the
dissatisfaction that would be created.

A man is supposed to be educated only
if he had attended an English school;
whereas, & beginning should he made
with giving English education in Sinha-
lese and Tamil schools, and fo make it
free. ' The only way of obtaining employ-
ment where you can get g living wage is
to have had an English education. Un-
fortunately, you deny that education to
about 99 per cent. of the people of this
country, That is because Tinglish edueca-
tion is costly, whereas, in other coun-
tries—England—now an Englich labour-
er’s child can be educated free. He
goes to the County Council school or some
other school.

Here, we impart free education only in
Binhalese schools, and when the child
leaves school, he is not in a position to
obtain suvitable employment. This is a
problem which should be solved. It can
be easily solved by giving free education
up to the Junior or Senior Standard in

all schools to children who are willing . =

and who are able to benefit by suech
education. Instead of that, you select
only 1 per cent. of the children—and they

«come from rich homes-—and say that they

should receive education. Will it in any

way be of any advantage fo us to have

the majority of

‘our people illiterate and
il-educated ? :
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¥ of loyalty is not mett'e.]y to
do what some;body else says. We are
being loyal to the country and fo the
. BEmpire when we try to produce better
.| citizens, heaﬂ]bhy able-bodied citizens.
. That can only be done by imparting a
_ free und liberal education. But the
" policy of the Mini, ters is to curtail educa-
. tion; to make it a mgmop&ly of the rich
. and to deny if to the masses.

| My Speaker: The sitting is suspended
il 2 pom

Sibting | accordingly suspewded until
2 p.m. and then resumed.

Mr. G. R. de Silva (Colombo North) :
‘Sir, sinee I received a copy of these
Draft Tstimates, T have been making a
seripus attempt to go through these
items, but they have baffled me success-
fully. I find belore me, if. I may say
go without levity, a Budget which 1
would call a dypically Ceylonese Budget.
. To put it in other language, it is a Bud-
© get that iy usually framed by Ceylonese,
©  When Ceylonese people think of framing
their Budgets, they first of all think only
of the expenditure and leave income to
chance, or to come in in any way
possible.

Ho this Budeet seems to be typical of
the country. Here we have a Budget in
which there is no attempt at balan-
eihg the income snd cxpenditure. In
fact we are told that there iz a deficit
of Ra. 80,000,000 and that this defieit
will be covered by a mnebulous Home
‘Defence Loan about which, again, T tried
to get information and after a very
laborious gearch discovered that we have
only a sum of Rs. 5,000,000 gshown to
the eredit of the item.

. Ministers is to find Rs.

25,000,000 by
& way of loang in the course of the year.
i 1 call that prospecting. ‘We ean take it
§  for granted that we are budgeting to-day
o for a deficit, Good budgeting, Bir,
E& ' never leaves room for such & result, and
. whatever attempts are made to show this
' House ithat we have balanced our Bud-
. get, there is no getting away from the
fact that we have merely hidden the
deficit.
.~ Ag a malter of fact, we are already

faced with a defieit of Rs.' 20,000,000,
and we will have another deficit. of

. State Council of 'Géyfon

I suppose the idea in the minds of the.
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"R 17 000, 000 In f&ct I WouId like tor

say that the figures of the Leader of the
House in regard to the defieit were very
optimistic, and T for one feel that the
deficit ‘'will be, not Rs. 80,000,000, but
in the region of Rs. 40,000,000.

I would like in this eonnexion to recall
a remark by the Hon. Leader of the

Housse in the course of his Observations

on the Appropna,tmn Bill. This is what,
he gaid :

‘I would like to invite the attention of the
Home\ o a fow large items of expenditare. Under
Head 42 there iy a large inercase of Ra. 8,115,325, |
This is mainly due to the inclusion of a sum of
Bs, 7,250,000 for war allowsnces fo oﬂmcm i
receipt of Ra. 250 or less per mensem.’

Not very long ago,
Secretary brought a  Supplementary
Estirsate before this Council regarding
this very question of war bonuses, and
mentioned what would be the amount:
thig Council would have to pay on war
bonuses, on the basis of certain figures
which he placed before us. In fach, he
indigated that what we would haye to
pay depended on the cost of living index,

and I would like to mention to 13116 House

what he said on that day.

When the cost of living index stood:
at 154, he estimated that the amount
payable as war allowanece to officers other
than those in the Railway and the Elee-
trical Departments will be Rs. 5,200,000,
When the cost of living index rose to 161,
the amount  pavable = would  be
Rs. 6,730,000, and  when the ecost of
living index reached 176, the amount
would be Rs. 8,850,000, In faet, it was
in connexion with a Supplementary
Hstimate for Rs, 2,700,000 that the
above figures were given. In the lasf
part of his Observationg, the Finaneial -
Sec-retmjy stated : _ :

* The provision asled for in this Supplement.
ary Hstimale is for the payment of the proposed
allowance for four months of the current finaneial
year, from June 1 to September 30, 1941, to
employees ofther than those of the Raalwav ‘and
Hlectrical Deportment. The figure is calculatcd:
on an average cost of living index of 1657

My information is that the index of
the cost of living up to May—we have
not yet received the figures for June and
July—has risen by 15 per cent. from
what it was in April. Tt stood in May,
I think, at 164, and certain figures which
I have received go to show that the index
for June was about 160. T shall not be
surprised if there is a rise in respect of

the Finanecial &
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July, And at the rate the prices of f0od
and textiles are rising, T shall not be
surprised if very soon the index of the
cost of living riges to 175, or 180 or 190—
even 200 might be reached very soon,

So that, Sir, these war allowances
would reach figures that were never ex-

pected. I think we werg told by the
Finaneial Secretary that this scheme has
been worked out on the basis that when
the index goes up to 200, he would think
of adopting a different mode of relief in
respect of the eost of livimg index. 1 did
- not know what he meant by that at the
moment, but we have before us the
-rising cost, and the fact that the index
has gone up. ' :

As a matber of curiosity, T took steps
o see how this index of the cost of living
had been worked out. I found the de-
tails explained in the ‘' Ceylon Trade

_Journal ** for the month of September,
1940. Tt 15 worked oub on certain items
which form the average family budget.
I shall not bore the House by going into
‘details, but the average family budget is
worked out on the basis of s monthly
meome of Rs. 48 and a monthly expendi-
ture of Rs. 52, and certain figures have
been mrrived &t according to which we
have the index figure of 100 for the
month referred to. .

I woticed also that practieally 50.per
cent. of the fisures worked out are on
the cost ol food, whilet a large percentage
of the expenditure is in regard to the
cost. of clothing. As hon, Members
know, the eost of food and clothing has
risen tremendously, and we are in the
position of not knowing where we will
stand in the next few inonths. The index
may reach heights not thought of even
by the Financial Secretary:

In this connexion T wonld like to

- throw ouf a suggestion to the Board of
Ministers; that 1s, to make an attempt
to keep down the index of the cost of
living even by subsidizing certain arti-
cles, so that the benefit may not he con-

- fined only to a certain section of the
people as ab present, az o result of these
war bonuses, but the whole community
may share in the benefits. These war
bonuses serve only a - section of the
people—Government Servants, teachers
and others. But if the index of the cost
of living is brought down, it will eer-
tainly benefit the country as a whole, -

1_2_5-——3'. N. A 17081 (10/42)
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Of course, it 1s not an casy matter to
bring down the cost' of living, because
there are certain drticles, the prices of
which we cannot regulate sinee we do not

produce them. Food, for example, has to i

be imported, and we have to pay any

price, because if we do not import that
food we would starve. In the case of

certain artieles like rice, sugar and four

and things which are dircetly jmported ==

and eontrolled by the Government of
thig country, it is casy enough to subsi-
dize these with the money that is spent
on war bonuses. Instead of paying war

bonusges, the money could be utilized for

reducing the cost of living, which would

benefit, not one seetion, but the whole -

population.

I am not in a position fo go into details,
beeause I have not got the fisures. Bub

I would suggest to the Board of Minis- i

ters that they should make an attempt
in_that direction, because already from
what I pointed to the House earlier
decording to the index of the cost of |
living, if we caleulate the war bonuses
not only to ermployees other than those
of the Railway, but for Railway and
Electrical Department employees as
well—TI see a sum of Rs. 8,000,000 pub

down. as waor bonuses to teachers—the

figures now reckoned will have to be
practically doubled when the ecost of
living index rises. All these fisures are
apt to be practically doubled if the index
of the cost of living goes up appreciably.
T am afraid the amount payable by way
of war allowances would, in those
circumsfances, be in the realm of

TR, 15,000,000 to Rs. 20,000,000, ;

Is it not possible to bring down the
cost of living by subsidizing ecertain
essential articles which form the major
part of the cost of living of the poor man 2
I refer to such; articles as rice, sugar and
clothing, beesuse Government has a con-
trol over most of the esscntial articles.
Government is controlling prices, is con-
trolling the issue of sugar and various
other commodities. When 1 looked up
the reasons for the rise in the index of the
cost of living for May, I found that the
inerease of 15 points was mainly due to

-fthe increase in the price of condiments,

coconuts, coconub oil and such other
things. Perhaps we can confrol the

- price of some of those articles.

B
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Not very long ago, I think, the Hon.
M_lmster of Labour told us that he was
making an attempd either to import con-
diments or to contrel condiments when
imported into this Island So that, we
ean control the price of articles, such as
rice, sugar, condiments, and other essen-
tial things by means of subsidies. If we
tackle this problem in such a way and
bring down the cost of living, it will bene-
fit all the people of the country; instead
of our paying out only to a section of the

~ population as much as Rs. 15,000,000 or

Rs. 20,000,000 during the course of the
year by way of war bonuses. 1 commend

“that suggestion to the Board of Ministers

as I think it is worth consideration.

I believe the first thing that was done
in, England at the outbreak of war was
to prevent as much as possible a rige in
the prices of commodities. A serious
atbempt was made to keep down the cogt
of living as low as possible in order to
prevert that awinl calamity that over-
takes countries during war, namely, in-
Yesterday certain questions on
the currency system were raised, and un-
doubtedly we are finding inflation creep-
ing into our nudst. We find that the
note eireulation has increased three-fold
mnd i may continue to.increase. I there-
fore feel that though the suggestion I
have made is a little difficult of achieve-
ment, an honest attempt on those lines
should be made to solve this problem.

I should next like to make a few obset-
vations on food control, which is a very
vexed question. (/orhﬁ'()l of prices at any
time is one of the most difficult things to
do. Mosh of us have attacked the Min-
igter of Lahour on the question of price
ceonfrol, The Minister, as we all know,
has been set s very unenviable task to
perform. As a matter of fact, my own
feeling is that the Labour Ministry has
too much work to do. The Minister has

- had fo start new industries in the country

end he will always be remembered by
this country for the work he has done
in that connexion. But when anybody
tries to do too much he finds that things
become impossible. T think that is
what has befallen that Ministry:

I think in England they practically
formed 1a new Ministry to desl with the
food situation, and they put at the head

of it Lord Woolton, a man of practical

State Council of Ceylon
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experience. That m:gamza:%mn worked
practically independently of the Cabinet,

. and although it did not reach perfection,

it nevertheloss reached something very
near perfection. Price control is found
to be diffieult because there are always
some members of the publie who have
no sense of fair play, who would if pos-
sible pay any amount of money to buy
what they desire to obbain. . This is how
black markets flourish.

T should, thevefore, like to make

another suggestion in that regard. T

would like the Board of Minigters to con-
sider the formation of Boards of Control,

with a Central Board of Control in
Colombo. We read do-day or yesterdsy in
the mnewspapers of the appointment of
another officer—an officer who has shown
remarkable abilitics in the organization
of the Air Raid Precautions—ag Director
of Food Supply. I would suggest that
there should be a Board of Control at-
tached to that officer, such Board to con-

" gigt of not only Governme,nb Officials but

also of people who are in touch with these
essential problems and diffieulties, people
who know something about business
affairs. It is easy to form a Board of
that nature.

fThis is a big matter and it should be
adequately tackled. = Let there be a Cen-
tral Board of Control with Boards of
Control in the various towns. Each one
of those Boards would be able to tackle
the difficulties peculiar to the different
places as the members forming guch
Boards would have intimate knowledge of
the local requirements and conditions of
each particular place. Consequently,
the Central Board of Contrel would know
precisely what difficulties the people in

the varions places are undergoing and it

ean organize the buylnv and sellmfr of
the necessary articles in such a way as to
Tneet those difficulties. Price control is
imeffective to-day because there are no
officers to see that goods are sold ab the
controlled prices. I cannot understand
the reason why use has not been made of
certain local bodies which are in existence
in the matter of price control. Buch
bodies, if requested, would have given
the Minister the necessary eo-operafion
to make the price-control scheme effec-
tive. Tor instance, there is the Muni-
‘eipal Council of Colombo, the services of
which could have been utilized by the
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Minister. Some officers ‘employed by
that body do much work while others do
very little because of war conditions.
Most of the Municipal employees eave
field officers who have to go right round
the streets of Célonibo in the course of
‘their duty. Those officers could have
casily been utilized for the purpose of en-
Torcing  controlled prices. Similarly,
_there are other local bodies, such as
Urban Councils, which would have lent
the services of their officers, if requested,
‘to effect price control,

It is no good simply saying that certain
articles should not be sold above a cor-
tain price if there is nobody entrusted
with the task of seeing that the articles
are sold at that price. I think that
aboub 20 officers are working at the Con-
troller’s Office, but what can so negligible
4 numiber of officers do in attending to a
big scheme like this? Tt is impossible for
them to achieve any tangible result. I
think a big organization gshould tackle this

< question. I say that the Minister should
©employ a large staff and see that price
control is made effective. To-day price
‘control, I regret to say, is thoroughly in-
effective. A man who has money pays
anything and buys the goods he wants in
- ‘the black-market. It you now go to a
shop, see the article you want and offer
the ghop-keeper the controlled price for
it, he will twrn round and say that that
article was not available for sale. But
when you turn round to depart, some-
body else will tell you that if you pay so
Tnueh extra you ean get that article from
‘that shop. To-day rice is available in
the black-market af Rs. 45 a bag, and it
1s the same with sugar.

That state of affairs exists to-day be-
cause you have not the staff to enforce
Pprice eontrol, and also because you have
nob gufficient power to punish the people
“who sell goods at exorbitant prices. You
oceasionally vead in the newspapers of a
small boutique-keeper being fined Rs. 200
- or Rs. 300 for selling in excess of the con-
trolled prices. They are nof, however,
the - real culprits. Those houtique
keepers themselves have fo pay high
prices when they go to purchase their re-
quirements from the wholesalers, If you
~want te make price control effective, you
must tackle the big man who malkes huge
‘profits and gebs away with them, the big

Debates.

: L
Appropriation Bill,

1421

man who can afford to pay anything
to get away with his profits. The dis-
satisfaction raging in this country is of
such ‘a nature that I do not know where
it will land the people in the end.

If we are 1) make price control effec-
tive, it is necessary to have provision to
punish a man who hes any article: for
sale and refuses to sell it. The punish-
ment for such an offence should be im-
prisonm-ent,_ because fines in cases of this
nature have no deterrent effect. The
profits made by these people are so largs
that they can afford to pay the fines, how-

ever large they may be. It should not
only be made an offence to sell things

above a certain price, but it must alsa
be made an offence for people to have
with them more than a certain quantity

of the different essential articles at any

time. A gerious attempt must be made

to prevent hoarding. Uhnless we make
- an attempt to prevent hoarding, control

of prices will not be effective. A man
who has the money will pay the price that
is asked for the article he wants to buy.

I would therefore suggest to the Hon.
Minidter of Lisbour and. thie Board of
Ministers that they should set up some
kind of organization to cope with price
control. This has been the difficulty in
regard to control of prices all over the
world, and the difficulty has been seen
to.. But it is no good just saying, ** Oh,
let the Police do it; oh, let somebody
else do it . That will be of no use to
anyone in particular. T would sugeest g
special organization being formed and a
Central  Board of Control with other
Boards of Control which will be represent.
ative of the different interests and the

- employment by these Boards of a certain

number of officers to supervise the work
that is being done. These are abnormal
times, and abnormal measures are
generally necessary.

I would also like in this connexion, fo
suggest to the Hon. Minister of Liabour,

Industry and Commerce that sonte very

serioug actitn should be taken over the
question of textiles. A large number of

- people in this country who are profitecr-

ing have agreed that when there is an
expectation of cerfain articles being con-
trolled, the prices of such articles should
be pushed up; and their expectation is
that the controlled price would be the
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* done in other colntries is {o control the

by importers above a certain profib,
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Wigining at a certain time. For
instance, if control is to start to-morrow,
they expect that the maximum ,price
would be the maximum price obtaining

to-day, But as you know, most of the -

textiles available in this country were
long ago. What hag been

price, nob on the price obtaining, but on
the price of af least a year previously.

. That is one of the ways in which control
~of certain articies has been imposed in

other counfries. I think it was domne
during the last ~war very effectively in

- England, to provent people keeping back
. certain articles which cost them a wery
- small sumy

in order to demand prices
which were about 500 per cent. more.

I would suggest that steps be taken to
fix the controlled price at the price that
obtained twelve months previcusly,
That is one way of controlling prices of
textiles, There is another way; that is
by saying that no textiles should be sold
1t is
not go impossible to find out from the in-

voice whal the cost has been, and to say

that the maximum profit should be &
certain percentage.

- T would suggest to the Hon, Minister
and to the Board of Ministers that an
attempt should be made to pub price con-
trol on a mere, rational footing; it has
been irrational, We cannot blame any-
body; we never expected matters to reach
the position that they have reached.

I would also like to make another sug-

gestion to the Hon. Minister of Labour,

Industry and Commerce, and that is that
the public be kept informed of develop-
ments in regard o the food supply. We,

' in Ceylon, read the talks broadecast by

Lord Woolton: in England, when he
takes the public inte his confidence,
[Interruption.] Whether it is confidence
or so-called confidence is a detail. But
he broadcasts to the public and tells
them, *° Your coal will be so mueh; your
beef supply will be §0 much These are
the reasons for it ’

The publiec of tlrus country, 1 am sure,

will respond gamely if they arve told the .

facts in food matters. They are abso-
lutely in the dark, and rumour-mongers
take great _pleasu:re in spreading all kinds
of rumours. Tt would be much hetter
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for the Ministers fmd the Hon. Mlmster
of Labour, Industry and Commerce to
broadeast to the people of the country.

He need not give details, but he can tell
them frankly what the position is. I
think everybody in this country knows
that owing to the war there is a big short-
age of food—a big shortage of everything.

But, unforbunately mnobedy responsible -
takes the people into his confidence. 1
am sure the public will readily: react to
any confidence placed in them. But un-

fortunately it has been the habit—or per-
haps it has been the Governmental habit
—merely to say, *° Well, do this. - This
is our order . {That, T think, has led to
a tremendous amount of trouble.

Certain statements made on the Floor
of this House about three weeks ago by
the Hon. Minister of Labour, Industry
and Commerce mude hon. Members feel

that there were vagh quantities of flour

and wheat available in this couniry.
That was in contradiction of & statement
made by the Mayor of Colomho; and the
Hon. B-'Iiiuist-c.r practically told us that
thers was sufficient flour and wheat to
last us {or nearly s year.
thought: ** Well if we are going to have
out rice rationed, we will haye a substi-
taste, in Hour 7. In tact, the daily papers
are giving us recipes of how fo make
d]fferent dnh(.q with flour. But when '
the poor man goes to buy flour, he finds
that no flour is available in the market.

As I said, such statements do hmm tor
the ‘\lmlsin and the public say, ;° Well,
you tell us that we can obtain p]en{'y of
flour; that we can use it as & substitirbe
for rice. ; But we cannot obtain it in the
market ’.  To-day the price of flour has
gone yp bv 100 per cent. in the Colombo
market, I am making these statements
because these are matters which are
brought to our notice daily; and the feel- -
ihg among the people iz of such a nature
that they say, ** You are trying to make
fools of wus . Therefore it is véry
necessary that statements made to the
public as to what the situation is should
be properly weighed before ‘they are
uttered.

. 1 would, in conclusion, refer to a re- !
mark of the Hon. Lieader of the House.
He referred to the Department of Fish-
eries and told us of the efforts made by
the Ministry of Local Administration to
develop the fishing industry and help the

The public -~
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tisherfolk, T am sorry the Hon. Minis-
e of Local Administration is not here,
For the last ten or fifteen years this ques-
tion has been raised during every Budget
debate. Every time the Hon. Minister
—whoever was holding office ab the time
~—has said, *“ I will Jook into the nmt-
ter ”. But unfortunately this matter
has never been looked into, because there
18 an economie factor in it, and thas is
that you ecennot reconcile modern
methods of fishing with the old-fashioned
methods. No Hon. Minister of this
House has had the courage to be frank
about it, and to tell the people that such-
and-such is the case. They have always
said that they will appoint a Director of
Tisheries and that they will have a num-
ber of officers working under him. It s
2 case of paying a large sum of money
for an establishment which is really
doing no work. I would like to appeal,
1ot only to the Hon. Minister of Local
Adminigtration, but to the Board of Min-
isters as well and say that it is no good
holding up this question.

I for one feel that you cannot make the
position of the fisherman any better by
introducing modern methods, by trying
to prop up an industry, This is an in.
dustry which does not: pay even during
the besti of fimes.  The poor fishermon
~ live on the border-line of poverty, and
therefore an attempt should be made to
find them other means of employment.

In my constituency, a part of which
consists of an area where there are a
large number of people who earn s living
by fishing, the position as regards fisher-
men is absolutely bad. Unfortunately,
they are not allowed to fish at night for
military reasons; the only fishing they
can do is by day. These people are suff-
ering the greafest of hardships to-day,

16 was not very long ago that the Hon.
Minister of Labour, Tndustrv and Com-
merce started a Leather Factory in that
area. I think that was a very good be-
ginning. T hope that when this factory
starts giving employment to the people
the Minister will make a serious attempt
to see that first consideration is given to
the people of that area. I wonld further
suggest that this poliey should be follow-
ed in areas whers there are large numbers
of people who are engaged in making their
living by fishine. Some kind of suitable
industry must be started which will bring
in a fair return.  Of course, it is not pos-.
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sible to expect extraordinary returns from
industries set up in areas where poverty
18 tremendously rife, i

In the Mutwal area, whers most of
the people earn a living by fishing, the
source of income of the people has been
reduced by 50 per cent. because of cer-
tain restrictions due to war conditions.
But even during the best of times the
calling of these people has been of such
a character as to kéep then: on the border
line of poverty. I would therefore Bug-
gest that some of these different factor-

ies, some of these different weaving

mills should be introduced into these
areas. You need not pay these people
large sums of money by way of wages,
‘but the womenfolk might be able to earn
something to live on.

I do not wish to take up too much of
the time of this House in dealing with
my clectorate, although it seems to be
the custom at & Budget debate to do so.
I would like the Hon, Minister of Health
fo take a greater interest in the establish.
ment of & larger-sized hospital in the
Colombo North area. The Hon.
Minister ‘has shown that he is an

authority on many discases. I read in

the papers that he has sound views as re-
gards dealing with flies and mosquitoes,
and that he has plans for ridding the City.
of Colombo of this nuisance. I hope that
in his great enthusiasm he will see that
hospital facilities for a citv like Colombo
are properly satisfled. The establish-
ment of a hospital in the Colombe North
ares has been spoken of during the last
15 years; it seemed on the verge of
materializing some vears ago. But
apparently the idea has dropped out,
The decentralization of hosipitals is a very
necessary and urgent measure which T
hope will be taken firmly in hand by the
Hon. Minister. T think the General
Hospital, Colombo, is too overcrowded
to-day and thercfore larger institutions
of that type should be established in
other parts of the city, and T hope that
a start will be made with Colombo
North. e
As a matter of fact, it has not heen the
job of the Municipality of Colombo to do
any curative work: their activities have
always been on the preventive side. It
is for the Hon. Minister of Health to see
that the Colombo North area is provided
with a hospital. T know that he has ob-
tained o supplementary vote to start an
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A.R®P. hospital, but that is merely a
drop in the ocean. We want something

i bigger; and I hope the Hon. Minister will
.not forget us, but will do his best for
the people of Colombo North.

Dr. M. G, M. Kaleel (Uolombo Cent-
ral) ; Sir, I should like to make a few
remarks on the budget proposals before
the House. The hon. - Member for
Colombo South (Dr. de Zoysa) remarked
that different Members seemed to-lock
ati the Budget from different points of
view. The hon. HEuropean Nominated

; '. Member (Mr. Newnham), for instance,

gave a pat on the back to the Ministers

_ for the wonderful Budget which has been
. put before us by the Board of Ministers. -

I think the Ministers need a good deal
of encouragement, and I myself would
add to the tribute paid, because in spite
of the great difficulties we are experienc-
ing at the present time, difficulties due
to war conditions, they were able to
carry on essential services and also put
forward a Budget, which, I am told, is
a record in regard to the sum of money
that is to be spent in the cotning year.

Sir, the majority of Members who
spoke befoPe me were all agreed that
social serviees were nccessary especially
for the poor people who have been prac-
tically ignored by the Board of Minis-
ters. That T think ig a very important
matter, and I mysclf would like to add

. to the complaint that has been made by

the previous speakers.

We are gtill thinking in the game
terms as we did at the time of the Legis-
lative Counecil when this country wag a
Crown Colony. We seem to think that
there are three sets of people: the govern-
ing eclasses, including the Government

- Servauts: the rich classes who pay most
of the money to carry on the Govern-
ment, and the vast majority of the poorer

. ¢lasées who are ignored and made to

do all the hard work to earry on the

‘essential services In this counfry.

When you go through the Budget,
vear after year you find that the service
with which the Board of Ministers has
been concerned almost entirely is the
Government  Service. The  Govern-
ment Service seems to have been looked
after very well. Government Servants
are highly-paid; their future is ensured.

When . they fall sick they are allowed

ample -gick leave and wvarious other
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facilities. They are able to give their
children a good education. When they
pass away, even their widows and
orphans are looked after by the Govern-
ment. ; 3

Now when you come to the vast major-
ity of the people in non-Government
Service—those ‘who are employed in
mercantile firms; the working classes—

- you find that those people have absolute-

ly nothing to look forward to after their -
term of service during the . energetic
period of life. For instance, I have .in
mind a number of people who came to
see me a few days ago—masons. I shall
refer to them ag an example. Masons are.
people who are very hard-worked and
who in Soecialist countries would prob-
ably be paid the same wage as some of
their Civil Servants. These péople used
tio be pald on an average about He. 1.1
just before the present emergency, and
now they are paid about Re. 1.25 & day .
for which they have %o work from dawn
till sunset. Most of these people are
married and have laree families, and, I
am gorry to say, a large number of theny
are found in the constituency T represent.
Althouch thiese people lead a wvery
much harder and more gtrenucus life
than the average Government Servant.
yet if any of them falls ill there is noth-
ing for him to look to. He cannot main-
tain hig wife and family. He has either
to enter the pauper ward, or go shoub
borrowing from hig relations and friends.
When he is disabled and old age comes
on him, there is nothing for him to do.
He has to depend on somre of hig richer
neighbourg or o into a poor house. Hvemn
these poor houses which you find in other
civilized countries like England are not
provided for in our Island. !
Therefore, I support the views that
were put forward by some of the previous
speakers, that some provision should be
made for the poorer working-classes
during the period of their employment.
0ld age pensions and widows’ and orph-
ans’ pension funds which are provided
for Government Servants should, T think,
also be provided for thess non-Govern-
ment Servants. I do not think it is too
late o ask the Board of Ministers even
now to bring in an additional estitate o
cover these essential wservices for the
poorer classes which have been spoken
of by a large number of back-benchers.
I do not think if is necessary to throw
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out this Budget, because that will in-

volve us in a great deal of difficulties.
The only possibility is to get the Board
of Ministers to bring in a Supplementary
Estimate to cover these essential require-
ments for the working-classes.

I do not wish to touch upon the various
Ministries except the Health Ministry, of
which T know a little more than some of
the other Members. One of the. com-
plaints has been that there are not suffi-
cient Doctors to provide for the health
services of the sounfry. The Independ-
ent Medical Practitioners’ Association,
for instance, has been offering the sery-
ices of its members year after vear for
the lagt ten years, to work as Honorary
Physicians and Surgeons in the various
hospitals in the Island, snd yet this offer
has been ignored every fime by the
Ministers, perhaps beeauss the Govern-

ment Medical Officers turned it down.

Mr, Al_uwihare': They are jealous!

Dr. Kaleel: Yes, Sir, T think there
must be a certain amount of jealousy,
because the Government Medical Officers
think thab the hospitals ought to be their
own monopoly, and that the private
practifioners, however capable or experi-
enced they may be, have no right to walk
into g hospital and render any service,

I would just like to refer to an incid-
ent which oceurred early in my profes-
sional ‘career. Before 1 returned to
Ceylon after qualifying in England, T had
been in some of the hospitals in Ireland;
in France and various other Continen-
tal conntries, and T always found that the
medical staff always welcomed a newly-
qualified Doetor when he walked into =
hospital and they gave every help and
facility for him to walk through the
hospital, study the cases and improve his
knowledge.

When I came back to Ceylon, T had
510 work to do, and T wrote fo the Director
of Medical and Sanitary Serviees to say
that I was prepared to work in the hos-
pital without any pay at all, and that if
there was no work for me, that I be at
least permittied to go round the wards
with the great Surgeons and Physicians
‘we had in the General Hospital, so that
I may try and pick up something from
their vast knowledge. Sir, it would gur-
_prise hon. Members if T were to tell them
what reply T received. T was told thab
there was no post-graduate course in the
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General Hospital in Colombo, and there-

fore I could not be permitted to attend
the wards. That was the attitude the

Medical Department took up those days. N

It was so not only in my case. There

is the case of a Burgeon in Galle—a

private praet.dioner;
highly-qualified surgeon. He applied to
be sllowed to get into the labour wards

of the Galle Hospital and gain some

practical experience. I am told that a
similar reply was sent to him—that un-

less he was a Government Medical Offi-

cer, he could not be pemmitted to enter
the hospital. That is & contrast to whas

takes place in hospitals in other parts of

the world.

an F.RC.S., a

Then, one hon; Member referred to the.

corruption that is found even in the
General Hospital. 1 would like just to
mention that as far as the visibing staff,
and the medieal staff, are concerned, I
can assure that hon. Member that there
I8 no such corruption prevalent in the
General Hospital.  But when we coms fo
the lower staff, especially the Atfend-
anty (Male Nurses, as they are called in
Ceylon) there is certainly & great deal of
corruption; and not only corruption,
very often some of these so-called Male
Nurses encourage patients to go out of
the hospital and they carry on the treat-
ment outside. Not only that, Sir; it is
well known that for a poor patient in the
Greneral Hospital, if he wants to be pro-
perly looked after, if he wants his needs
attended to—for instance, if he wants a
drink of water at the proper time—
nothing can be done unless the Attend-
ants are bribed or paid santhosums.

Ag for the management of the General
Hospital, T have been a member of the
Staff of that hospital. - I have worked as
Registrar and acted for the Visiting

Physician in. that hospital, and I know =

the difficulties that the Physicians have
to undergo in that hospital. We have
often suggested that a Board from among
the general publie, including some of the
Senior Physicians and Surgeons of that
hospital, should be appointed to manage
the hospital. This was suggested by
private general practitioners for the past
50 many years, but so far nothing has
beer done in that connexion, %

I think, the chief reason for that is that
some Government men who control that
hospital do not like to part with the power

.
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- they at present. They do not
~ want any help from outside, although

that help comes from very senior men

who have had experience in that hospital,
 Tor instance, 1 know that some BSentor
. Surgeons like Dr, Spittel, Dr. A. M. de
* Silya, Dr. Lucian de Zilwa—great men
_ who have had lor 3 experience, who have
~ been paid for many years by Government
" and who have enjoyed a tremendous
. practice as a result of their appointment
. to the General Hospital—are prepared to
. serve in fhat capacity, and yet the Gov-
ernment hag not thought it fit to appoint
5 Board to manage the hospital.

Tyery large hospital in England, for
instance, is nol a Government institution
in that sense. It is usually managed by
& Board of Managers consisting of, not

‘only Doctors, but also ‘other responsible
_ men who are prepared to do social gervice

- for the sake of the sick,

That is a very important suggestion,
and 1 am sure the present Minister will
take that question up and sec whether a
Board of Management cannot be
appointed to look after the interests and
welfare of the Ceneral Hospital. By
appointing such a Board, the expenditure
on the General Hospital could be reduced
greatly, and a great deal of other services
dncreased: for instance, better food,
better Doctors, avoidanee of much waste,
and soon.  All this could be done if there
is. a proper Board to look after and
manage the hospital.

Further, as I mentioned before, the
Government always think of the Govern-
ment Servants and the non-Government

. Servants ag two distinet classes, and they
seam Mo think that their business is to
Jook after the interests of the Govern-
ment Servants. Very often the sugges-
tions of the general practitioners, who in

.~ other countries are gaid fo form the back-

" bone of the profession, are ignored; their
. :;jrop()sa,lws are turned down, and often they
. are even insulted when they try to do

. some good for the bencfit of a Govern-
ment institution.

 For instance, some time hack, the

» general | practitioners wanted, as in
every other country, the certificates
_ issued by them to be recognized
" in the same way as the Government
~ yvecognize the certificates lssued by
Government Medical Officers. As things

3
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are at present, even an Apothecary
in charge of a hospital, who is a Govery-
ment Servant, can Issue a cerfificate
which is recognized by the various
(Government Departments, but when a

highly-qualified general practitioner, who.

ig not a Government Servant, issues a
certificate, it has to be endorsed; and
somietinies in the case of the outstations
it hag even to be endorsed by an Apothe-
eary who has no knowledge of medicine;
it is only then that the certificate issued
by a general practibioner is recognized by
Government, :

This was pointed out by the general
practitioners to the late Minister, and he
took some steps in the matter, bub he
adopted a very curious method to find out
whether the Doctors were all agreed that
certificates issued by the general practi-
tioners should be recognized by Govern-
yent in the same way as those issued by -
Government Medical Officers. He first
of all told us that the Government Medi-
cal Officers were opposed fo the
proposition’ of the .general practitioners
bocause, he said, Govermment had a
certain amount of control over them
whereas the general practitioners were
undcr nobody’s « control. We then
pointed out that every medieal man who
is registered as a practitioner is under the
control of the Ceneral Medical Couneil,
and that at any mément if any one of
them does an improper act, such as issu-
ing a false certificate, he could be sealled
upon to explain, and even his registration
could be cancelled. :

When this was pointed out to the late
Minister, he told us that he quite agreed
with the suggestion made, but that he
would refer this question to the ultimate
authority—the British Medieal Associa-
tion—and so the question was referred o
that body. The British Medical Associa-
tion consists of (Government Medical
Officers and private practitioners, but the
majority were Government Medical
Officers, and when 'the quesbion was put
to the members, every one of the Govern-
ment Medical Officers voted onione side
and every one of the private practitioners
vobed on the other side, and by a major-
ity of a few votes—I thinle it was 2—the
Government Medical Officera carried the
Then when it went back to the
Minister, the Minister said, * Well your
British Medieal Association (Ceylon
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Branch) has decided that this concession
should not be given to private practi-
tionera . _ ;

1 am sure hon. Members will realize
the inequity of this position, and T hope
the present Minister will sec that justice
is done to the general practitioners as is
‘the case in other eountries.

- *The Hon. Mr. G. E. de Silva: What
year was it ?

Dr, Kaleel: We had a general meeting
of the British Medical Association and
the minutfes of that meeting, T think, will
be available to the Hon. Minister.

Then, again, in the General Hospital,
the private practitioner is not welcome;
that is well known. For instance, last
year when 1 was a patient in the hospital,
one of the Doctors—I do not mind men.-
tioning the name, because you can find
out for yourself the truth of the state-
ment—Dr. 8. M, M. Jabir, who has had
an extensive practice in Fngland, and
who had been a Government Medical
Officer and served in the A. R. P. in
London, came to see me in hospital. Tt
¥as a few minutes after time, and the
Medical Superintendent happening to
pass by gave him, to use common par-
lance, a telling off for coming to the
. hospital after fime; and after he had left
he gave a similar telling off to some of
the Nurses for permitting him® to be in
the hospital after visiting hours.

I have sanother complaint. One of
the most respected private practitioners
in Colombo, wha has even been honoured
by the King, went to the Hospital to see
one of his own patients there, and as
he was jusf referring to some of the re-
cords of the hospital, T am told that a
Nurge walked in-and behaved so rudely
_ towards him that, being a gentleman, he
did ‘not want to say anything to the
Nurse but just walked out. Such in-
sthnces are guite common, This is due
to the lack of understanding of and the
lack of sympathy for the general practi-
tioner, and also due to a certain amount
of, perhaps, jealousy that this hospital
ought to be the monopoly of the Govern-
ment Servants.

3.10 By — .
Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member will
excise my interrupting. The hon.

' Deputy Speaker will now preside.
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M. SPEARER then withdrew, and Mz,
Depury Speaxer [Mr. SusinTa DE
¥onsgra] took the Chair.

Dy. Kalegl: This is the kind of freat-
ment that is meted out to the general
practitioners v ho have xepeatedly offered
their services free to Government.

Then, again, there iy a great deal of
waste in the General Hospital owing to
lack of understanding between the

Government Medical Officers and the

general practitioners. Wae often have to

send some of our patients to the General
Hospital, especially poor patients, who

cannot afford the better and the more

costly services, such as X'ray, testing

of blood and various other examinations,

There, of course, if the patient is wise a
he would not go direct to the hospital =

L

but would go first to the Physician, pay

him g fee, angd then get himself admitted, =

Of eourse, according to the rules there
is no such provision. He can even o
direct to the hospital and get himself
admitted, and in the hospital all these
X'rays, blood-tests and various other
examinations are made at an enormous
cost to Government,
leaves hospital, he goes immediately fo

his family Doector in order that he may .

follow up the freatment at the hospital,
bufl none of the findings in the General
Hospital are made available to the
private practitioner. If the private
practitioner wants to find oubt what had
happened while the patient was in hos-
pital, he hag to go back and get those
things done once more. Those exami-
nations are not made free,
an  X'ray examination would cosh
Rs. 20; a blood-test, Rs. 10; and various
other high charges have to be paid just
because this man happens to go with a
general practitioner. s

The hospital authorities do not seem
to trouble themselves about the cost to
Government. What they are troubled
about is with the rules and regulations
of the hospital, and none of the records
are to be sent out of the hospital. They
are numbered and filed and the inferests
of the patient is absolutely a secondary
matter. {That ought noti 4o be the case
in any hospital, excepting, of course, in
institutions which are 100 per cent.
Government. Only in  Government
institutions can such things happen.

For instance,

s

When the patient - :

.
7

i

g
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iBut* in the case of large hospifals in
England, which are run by private sub-

- seriptions, charity and so on, the staif
- are always prepared fo help the general
practitioner, because the success of the
hospital there depends e: tirely on the.

general practitioners, whereas in Ceylon
the success of the hospital depends

_ entirely upon the funds made avaiable
by the Ministry to the hospital.

Lately there has been a great deal of
trouble with' regard to drugs that are
available for the practitioners in Ceylon.

" ¥ understand that as soon as war broke
out, Government bought up vast quanti-
. ties of the drugs that were available in the

market, with the result that the average

" general practitioner found himself in a

difficult position owing to the price of
drugs suddenly going up. I cannot
understand how one could think of con-
trolling the price of foodstuffs, clothing
and various other necessaries of life when
one ignores completely this absolutely
essential thing in life, especially when a
man is sick,

For instance, the other day I wanted
to purchase a certain injection. The
usual price of that injection ranged from
Rs. 4 to Rs. 8 before the war, butto-day
that chemist to whom I went, who pro-
bably was the only man who had a stock
of it, demanded no less than Rs. 56 for ib.

‘T told the people that it was not worth
while buying that injection at thet price,

but the poor people were so anxious
about their patient that they somehow or
other found the money and obtained the
injection.

This kind of profiteering is going on in

" the matket, and I think the prices of

drugs should be controlled. T do not say
that the prices of luxury drugs which are
uged by the richer classes should be con-

~ trolled. But the prices of absolutely es-

gential drugs—we know that there are a
very few drugs which are essential for
various diseases—must certainly be con-
trolled, unless the poor patients are to

_ be driven to desperation by the high

prices that are demanded.
As for the hospital policy of the Minis-
try, it has been suggested—in fact, we

-suggested it very frequently in our Asso-

ciation—that at least there must be a
at deal of decentralization carried out.
The General Hospital in Colombo 18
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growing out of all proportions, because it
has not only to gerve Colombo and the
Western Province, but it is the only
ingtitution awvailable to various other:
parts of the Island for some of the more
advanced and more technicsl treatment.
Thig kind of centralization does not lead
to efficiency. So, I certainly welcome.
the suggestion of the hon. Member for
Colombo North (Mr. G. R. de Silva) that
a substantial hospital should be provided
in either the North of Colombo or at
some distance away irom Colombo, to
provide for the other parts of Colombo
and pérhaps the outstations.

There is one other subject I would like
to touch upon, and that is the various.
mathods of treatment that are prevalent
in Ceylon. The medieal profession is in
a greater degree of confusion in this.
country than in any other country that L
can think of, Even in very backward
countries, where some primitive form of
treatment is available, there iz one de-
finite form of treatment carried on by
the people. Bub in Ceylon there iz, first
of all, the Western form of medicine,.
then there is the indigenoug form—
Ayutvedic medicine; and now there is
the system that is taught by the new
Ayurvedic Hospital and the College of
Indigenous Medicine which is a sort of
hybrid between the two.

When originally the people thought
about improving the indigenous system of
medicine, they had this idea. There were
a large number of famous prescriptions in:
the hands of our native physicians which
were practically secrets, known only to
these Vedaralas, and which were handed
down from generation to generation with-
out being published and made known to
other people. And most people believed
that in, course of time some of these well
lnown prescriptions with remarkable
qualities—I do not deny the efficacy of
come of the prescriptions known to ofd
physicians—would be lost to the people.
So the idea in starting a College of Tndi--
genous Medicine was to bring these people:
with such secret knowledge into this
institution amd give them ample oppor-
tunities to practise and make them
publish the use of drugs and experiments
with theny to find out their value and to
let these secret medicines become
common knowledge and be of service to
suffering humanity in this Island.
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But what has happened? Instead of
getting these Ayurvedic physicians, who

are supposed to have a knowledge of

secret drugs to publish them, they have
started a College importing physicians
from India and various other parts of the
world, and we are teaching a system of
medicine nob to well-educated people but
to people who, as one of the physicians
in the Hospital gaid, possess & simattering
of English. The minimumn education re-
quired to enter the College of Indigenous
Medicine, as one of the physicians put it,
was a smattering of English, p that they
could understand what was taught.

Bo that, & system of medicine is taught
to these people with a very poor element-
ary edueation, and after a few years of
teaching they are sent out to practise

among the people. When we carefully .

study what these indigenous practitioners
do, we find that there is no indigenous
practice of any kind and that they simply
carry on the practice of English medicine
in a very inferior form. I find thaf the
‘drugs they use—IT have heen going about
with them; I have studied their system
and I have gone to their dispensaries and
seen « them dispensing drugs—are the
ordinary drugs that the English Doctors
or the scientific medical men use. The
only thing is, their knowledge is very
much poorer than the knowledge of medi.
cal practitioners of the Western system,
and they kmow very much less of every
subject that is taught to the average
medieal man, and they simply discard the

system of indigenous medicine taught

them.

I think what we expected would bring
g greaf] deal of knowledge to light to help
suffering people of Ceylon has turned out
to be a real curse. For the past ten or
twelve years during ‘which this College
has been in existence, not a single new
drug has been experimented with and the
result published as a drug that had been
discovered which was superior to the
drugs that are already known to Western
Doctors and which can be used for this
or that particular disease with better
results than have been achieved with
Western medicine. There is no publica-
fion of the resulks of any scientific experi-
ments or selentific analyses of any drugs
by that hospital.
magazine which consists of descriptions
of personalities and of what wonderful

L
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things each one has done. Real scientific:
Imowledge is not found in this magazine..

Very often when some of the Ministers.
visit the College of Indigenous Medicine:
I go behind them to see what is spoken
of. One of the drugs which is shown tov

officials and ** Jig "’ people who visit this
College is an aphrodisiae which they claim

is unknown to the Weslern medical men
and which they claim to have wondexful
qualities of rejuvenation. '
have some wonderful effect on these great
men who visit the College, and they come
back and say, ‘‘ Oh, this College must
go on-ab any cost . If anybody visits
that College he will be shown those drugs
which they say would rejuvenate the
population of this Island.

Bir, such waste should not be allowed

to eontinue. I do not say that we should
not encourage Ayurvedie medicine. The

money that is spent now on this College

could be very well spent on giving
scholarships to educated men with a
knowledge of ehemistry, physics and
other sciences so that they may do
research work. Then, again, it could be
spent on giving prizes to Vedaralas who
would come forward and give up their
secret medicines. One secret medicine
that could cure a disease is worth lakhs.
If prizes are offered in that manner,
instead of running this miniature College
which produces a hybrid type of practi-
tioner, the money would be well spent.
That money could also be spent on gefting

qualified registered practitioners o go to
this College and study further the effects

of indigenous drugs. I think if such

things could be done, we in Ceylon would
be contributing preatly to the advance-

ment of medieal science in the world.

I do not infend to fouch very much om
the other Ministries.
ister of Agriculbure and Lands has been

wwell praised already for the great deal of

interesting work he Has done in repard to
the production of food in this country.
I wish he had at the early stages taken

a greater deal of interest in the real

farmers, the Muslim farmers of the
Batticalos Distriet who were actually
engaged in farming. Tnstead of taking
woung men who had no employment
from Colombo and other sea-coast dis-
tricts, men who knew nothing ahout
agriculture to these unknown areas and

This seems bo
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planting them there, trying to make
. #armers of them, if the money had been
speut on the people who were really doing
. the work of farmers; if instead of trying
4o create these so-called middle-class
farmers and peasant proprietors under
various schemes sponsored by the Min-
~ ister of Agricultuie and Lands, the actual
. farmers, men who were working as such,
. had been supported and encouraged, I
¢ think we would see to-day better results
than the Minister can show as a resulb
of the hard work he has done.

I am told that it ig only lately—alter
the entry of Japan info the fray—thab
the Batticaloa Muslims, the farmers
_there, have been given free land and

. encourged to produce rice. I am fold

" that the work there is going on with
.greater spoed and efficiency than some
of the agricultural work that has been
undertaken for years in Minneriya and
other parts of the Island. I do not know

 how far it is true, but we are told thab
the results in the srea I have mentioned
will be very much better.

Coming to the Minister of Labour, In-
dusiry and Commerce, I foresaw thal he
was going to get into a good deal of
trouble over food control, and to help
him 1 sent him a very efficient man who
has been in the rice trade for many years,
“who has been the Secretary of the Rice
[Merchants’ Association. [This man has

 dravelled all over India, DBurma and

. warious other countries. He has a good

fenowledge of the rice trade in Ceylon and

of the varions business activities in Tndia.

- [Bub the Minister kept on putting off this

man and never took him info his con.

fidence. Finally the man came back dis-

gusted and told me, ‘‘ T do not think the
‘Minister wants my services

. That disclosed what I would call the
“¢ Government Servant *’ mentality, the
attitude that only men in the Govern-
fment Service—Civil Seryants—men who
have been accustormed fo routine work,
sean be trusted to do any kind of work,
even work conneeted with a trade of
which they know nothing. '

.- e“

. In desperation, I thought T might
interest the Civil Defence Commissioner

in the matter, and I sent the man to him.
- In faet, 1 spoke to the Civil Defence
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Corpmissioner and asked him to put in a
word with the Minister so that the ser-
vices of this useful man, with his wvast
experience, might be ufilized by the
Ceylon Government. But even then 1
was not successtul. The Minister would
not hear of it. The Civil Defence Com-
missioner told me, T know the man:
he is a wonderful man. He once read
an sddress that was presented fo me. T
shall do everything possible.” But the
Minister was adamant. He would not
hear of it. The Minister wanted a Civil
Servant to_go about trading in rice, and 1
think the country has lost a great deal
by rot making use of men wha know
something of the rice trade and business
generally. “

I do not wish to go into details with
regard to the other Minigtries. With
recard to the Ministry of Education,
there are in that Execufive Committee
my hon. Triends, Mr. Jayah and
M. Razik, who both know more about
educational matters than I do.

My, Aluwihare: They are making a
terrible mess!

Dr. Kaleel: T.et them clear the mess.
Tn conclusion, I would ask the Ministers
to bring in a Supplementary Hstimate
for the various social services that have
been referred to. It is not too late even
now to bring. in the necessary Supple-
mentary Hstimate to give relief to the
unemployed and to the old and infirm
who have no means of supporting them-
selves. 1t 18 not too late to bring in some
form of relief for the working-classes who
are not in Covernment Service, fo give
them & reasonable means of lvelihood,
to provide old age pensions and
unemployment relief: _

When I say unemployment relief, I do
not refer to the form of relief now pro-
vided by the Municipal Couneil through
the Charity Commissioner—a sort of
charity. It is not charity that I am
asking for. What we ask for is a proper,
systematie, form of relief, given by a
Government institution, under a-form
of insurance scheme, in order that these
men, after years of hard work, may not
euffer for want of the ordinary neces-
garies of life. :

#*Mr. Deputy Speaker: Any further
comments? [Pause.] I shall esll apon
the Leader of the House to reply, if
there are no other speakers.
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Mr. H., W. Amarasuriya: The esti-
mafes of income and expenditure sub-
mitted by the Board of Ministers provide
for an expenditure of Rs. 184.5 million
which, in the words of the Leader of the
House, is a * colossal * figure. A por-
tion of this expenditure is provided by
special law, and the rest is reeurrent
expénditure  which is votable by this
Council. Before I deal with the votable
expenditure and the expenditure pro-
vided by special law, I wish to draw the
attention of hon. Members to a serious
error ab the foot of page 11 of the printed
Hatimates. Perhaps  the  FPinancial
Becretary needs a mwore modern type of
adding machine. He wag provided with
an adding machine a few months ago and

'proba,bly it has already becorne obsolete

and he needs a new machine.

We are told, at the foot of page 11 of
the Estimates, that the amount provided
by special law is Rs. 26,108,106 and that
the arount proude(] b Hm Appropria-
tion Ordinance is Bs. 152,882.022, and I
malte the fotal of these two amOuntS to
be Rs. 178,490,128, but the total given
on page 11 of tho Hgtimates is out by
Rg. 6,000,000. Perhaps it is due to a
prrm‘ret‘ s error, and I would like to know
whether the Rs. 6.000,000 is to be added
to the first item, *° Amount provided by
special law ', or to the sum appearing
against  the Item  ““Provided hy

- Appropriation Ordinance *’

T'should think that the latter is the

_case, and the Appropriation Ordinance

would then provide for an expenditure
of HRs. 158,382,022 instead of
Rs. 152,382,022. 1If I am wrong I would
like to be corrected and given the correct
fisure, as the matter is one of some
importance.

On the expenditure side of the Budget,
I wish to make some observations on the
Defence vote. Under our Constitution,
ithe Appropriation Bill has to be prepared
in accordance with Article 56 of the
Order in Couneil, which states :

* (%) It ehall be the duty of the Board of
Ministers o prepare, in consultation
with the Financial Bucretary, the
Annyal Hstimates of Revenue and
Expenditure for the Island and all
Supplementary Est}m&tes of HExpon-
diture,

(2) The Annual Estimates of Expenditure
shall stete under distinet heads every

Debates.
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itern which is expected fo come in
course of payinent during the year b

which the Estimates relate and, in

addition to items of expenditure which

shall requirc the approval of the

Council, shall include in a separate

column ifems of expenditure already
head of

authorised by law. Bach
expenditure shall be divided inte such
sub-heads as the Board of Ministers
ghall decide,'” b

We have gone through these Estimates

for the last twelve years, and found thab

in the Estimates for cach of those years
the items already suthorized by law wers
given separately and marked sgeparately
as sueh, but this year it will be noticed
that in respect of the Defence Contribu-

tion of Rs. 27,000,000 there is oaly a
footnote to this effect

“JIncludes  contribution  pavable  under
Chapter 204, Volume VI., Legislalive Enact-
Hitenta, ¥

T should like to know how much of this
Rs. 27,000,000 is considered as already
authorized bv law, and that fisure should
be put down, My submission i that it
should have been put down as a sepa-
rate item. And in this connexion T
would refer to an objection which you
yoursell raised, Sir, in reference to the
supplementary vote which we passed a
few days ago.

Fhes - gike il b

This lump-sum vote of Ra. 27,000,0000

is very confusing, because we do not know

how much out of this sum the Board of

Ministers consider as already authorized
by law. If we knew what that amount
was, then one would be mm a position
to. Imow what proportion of
Ris. 27,000,000 is votable by this Coun-
cil and the
reduce that portion of the vote by any

amount or even to refuse it altosether. -

But if the whole amount is put down as
already authorized by law, then it
becomes ‘“ non-votable * by thig Couneil,
and not a cent of that amount ean be
touched by this Council. The question
is one of importance. Tf the Ministers
consider  that the whole - of this
Rs. 27,000,000 iz ** non-votable »’, then 113
is 8 separate question altogether.

But T take it that by reason of the
very fact that it is included in the Budget
and there is no separate item put down
as non-votable, the whole of thig itern
can be deleted by thiz Council. T da

{hig
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-not know why they hayve made this de-
“parture from the ordinary practice, and
1 wish to submit that it was obligatory
-on the part of the Board of Ministers to
have put down an item senarately, under
‘thig Article which I have just quoted,
because, such items as ‘are authorised

by law have to be put down in the Esti- -

mates so that those items would be des-
xribed ag non-votable expenditure in the
Budget. : :

This 1s the only item of the kind I
have discovered in the Estimates; all
the other items—ior example the salary
«of the Hon. the Financial Secretary; the
salary of the Hon. the Chief Secretary,
and the salary of the Hon. the Legal
. Seeretary—have been put down sepa-
- rately and you find them described as
provided for by special law. Ip the case
of the Hon. the Legal Becretary, the

" amount provided by special law under

Article 91 of the Ceylon (State Council)
Order in Couneil,- 1931, is Rs, 86,000,
1t is put down in black and white, The
Hon. the Iiegal Seeretary is perfectly
secuirg as to his salary.

But with regard to the Defence wvote,
1ds it exposed to scrutiny by this House?
. I would like the Hon. the Financial
Becretary or a Member of the Board of
Ministers to give some explanation ag
‘to why thig particular practice or pro-
cedure iz being adopted. It is not
proper procedure, as it is not in accord-
" ance with the procedure laid down by
‘the Congtitution. They seem to be
followitig s proeedure which they them-
_®elves have evolved and which is not
:authenticated by the Constitution under
which this Government is functioning ab
“the moment,

Nc—w, T wish to recall the occasion
when we passed that BSupplementary
vote of Rs. 9,111,149 the other day.

" The whole story of the Defence vote was

not before the House. I would refer

. hon. Members to the Observations that

~ were appended to that Supplementary
~ Estimate.

" "With the conearrence of the Board of Minis-
tors the whole question of the Defence Contri-
"bution has been under eorrespondence with the
Government of the United Kingdom with a view
- o radical revision. It has been tentatively agreed
“ 40 pay sn annual lump sum of Ba. 27,000,000 as

State Council of Ceylon
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defence confribution for the period from October 1,
1941, 4o the Armistice, to cover this Govern-
ment's share of all expenditure on the defence
of Ceylon by the Navy, Army, and Air Force.
The gum includes the cost of The Ceylon Defence
Force, which becomes an Iinperial commitment,

- but not the cost of the Ceylon Naval Volunteer

Foree, which is fo remain a liability of this -
Government. Fach Govérnment is to pay the
other for goods, seryices, and rent of buildings,
but no charge will be made for the use of vacant
Crown Iand required by the Forces excopt
expenses consequential on vacation. This lum

sum contribution includeg the Military contri-
bution payable under the provigions of the Defence
Contribution = Ordingnce (Chapter 294}, The
Ceylon Government will remain' Lable for
pensions and gratuities to members of the Ceylon.
Defence Force in sccordance iwith existing regu-
lations, Funds amounting to Rs. 17,888,851
have already been provided for, Bupplementary
provision is now required for the balance sum of
Re. 9,111,148." :

Now you will have to consider this
together with the speech of the Hon.
Leader of the House in introducing the
Budget. The Hon. Leader, in intro-
ducing the Budget, prided in the fact
that they had struck & bargain with the
Imperial Government when they arrived
at this fizure of Rs. 27,000,000, because,

‘he argued, under the existing law, we

have to pay 91 per. cent of our revenue,
plus certain other commitments which
this Government will have to bear. He
thought thal this Bs. 27,000,000 was nob
too much. As a matter of fact, he
thought that it wag a bargain that they
had struck on behalf of Ceylon beecause,
I believe, he said that

* The law compels ug to provide from Ceylon
funds all lands and buildings which may be
required by the Gatrison. If a wide view is taken
of the meaning of ** Garrison ", it ean be leff
to the House to imagine what that hability iz
likely to be.”

From that gtatement we are to under-
stand that this sum of Rs. 27,000,000
would cover the entire cost of a Garrison
plus all expenditure on lands and build-
ings. I deliberately lay emphagsis on
this question of land and buildings, be- -
cause, when that Supplementary vote
was passed, T was personally not aware
of the fact that out of the emergency
vote of Ra. 20,000,000, the Ministers had
spent Rs. 1,500,000 for the acquisition
of land for Military and R. A, F. pur-
poses. If the whole - truth had been
before the Members of this Couneil, they
would have realized that they were not
only voting Rs. 27,000,000 for the
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clrrent year, but that out of the emer-
gency vote that was passed by this
Council somewhere in December or
January last, when we granted a lump
sum of Rs. 20,000,000, the Board of
. Ministers had already spent nearly
Bs. 17,000,000 and out of this
Bs. 17,000,000 g sum of Rs. 1,500,000
had been spent for the acquisition of
Jand for Military and R.A.F. purposes.
Then the expenditure on the Staff,
emergeney telephones, railway units and
-other miscellaneous items amounted to
nearly Rs. 8,500,000. That means that
for the current year 1941-42 a sum of
Ra. 27,000,000 plus another Rs. 8,500,000
hagy already been either directly or in-
directly voted by thizs Council for the
purposes of Defence.

Sir, I think i% would have been proper
if the Hon. Minister had drawn our al-
tention fto the fact that out of the emer-
gency vote a sum of Rs. 3,500,000 had
been spent on Active Defence. Tt is
deseribed ag such in the memorandum.
The = other is deseribed 8z Passive
Defence, such ag A.R.P. and other ex-
penses,  Bir, when we take Hon. Minis-
ters inte our confidence, I think they
should have a little more consideration
“for the Members of this Council and they
- should also appreciate the fact that
Members of Couneil are also responsible.
It ig therefore their duty to place all the
facts before the Council before a vote
of this nature is passed by thiy Council.

Now, T would like the Hon, the Finan-
cial Secretary or a Member of the Board
of Ministers to give an explanation to
this Couneil as to why it was not inform-
ed of the fact that, out of the emergency
vote, Rs. 8,500,000 had already been
spent, according to the agreement they
had come to with the Secretary of State
without the knowledae of this Counecil,
They were in honour bound, when
coming to thizs Couneil for 5 further sup-
plementary vote, to have informed the
House that the sum of Re. 3,500,000 had
been spent and that we should have
only wvoted Rs. 5,500,000 and not
Rs. 9,111,149:

Bir, with regard to Defence expendi-
ture, I wish to make one or two other
observations. I notice that, under the
guise of Defence, there is a considerable
waste of money in this country. We
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know that at the present moment several
aerodromes and various other Defence
measures nocessary for this country are
under construction. Those of us who go
round the country see that there is a

considerable armnount of waste in Defenca

expenditure, { hope the Hon. the Chief
Secretary, who is responsible and who is
the Minister in charge 0f Defence under
our Constitutien, will take a serious ngte
of this waste and bring it to the notice of
the authorities, becguse we are placed in
such a parlous position with regard to our
finances and are taxing the people to the
utmost. 1 think that even during the
Present war those who are in charge of
these funds should remember that they
owe @ responsibility to this country and
that they too should have regard for
economy as much as possible. T would
like the Hon. the Chiet Becretary to con-

vey these views to the authorities in

charge of these Defence votes.

Now, with regard to the expenditure
of Bis. 184,000,000, I do not think we can,
with the best will, spend such a great
deal of money within the present finan-
cial year—the biggest item being Defence
expenditure. Bir, from the years 1980-31
to 1940-41 this country has been spend-
ing a sum of Rs. 50,000,000 for the

defences of this country. That is to say

for a period of about ten or eleven years,

we have been spending Rs, 50,000,000 .

which works out to an saverage of
Ria. 5,000,000 a. year.
responsible for the defence of this country
are answerable as to how this money was
spent.

Particularly during these hard times,
you will  admit that a sum of
Rs. 50,000,000 is not a small amount.
Therefore we expect the authorities to
have utilized this money properly and to
have spent it for the purposes of the
defence of thiz country. 1f this money
had been properly utilized and diverted
to the proper channels, I think our
defences would be very muech stronger:
and more secure than they are to-day. I
know in the technique of war during the
last few years, vast changes have taken
place, but that is no reasen why, in this
country, we should not get an adequate
return of proper service for the money

~ that has been spent during the past ten

or eleven years on the defence of this
countzry.

Those who are
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