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" STATE COUNCIL OF CEYLON.

Wednesday, July. 29, 1942.

The Council met ai 2 pm.. Mz,
' Spesxer [Tas Hon. Sip WAITIALINGAM
Durarswany] in the Chair,

ANNOUNCEMENTS.
__Mr. Speaker: Under Standing Order
132 T have appointed— y
(a) Mr. B. 8. 8. Gunawardana to
take 'the place of the late
M W.. A de Silva on the
Belect Committee of the State
Council appointed to inquire
into the working of the Bud-
dhist Temporalities Ordinance,
No. 19 of 1981, and
qb) Mr. G. A. H. Wille to take the
place of the late Mr. Francis
de Zoysa on the SBelect Com-
. mittee of thie State Council to
which the Bill intituled ** An
Ordinance to provide for the
partition and sale of land held
in ‘common ”* has been re-
ferred under Standing Order
77(b).
QUESTIONS.
" (ORAL ANSWERS.).
: 32/42,
‘“Greneral Clerical Service Examination:
: Urban Council Clerks.
Mr, Simon Abeywickrama had asked
[July 28] 2 .
* Will the Hon. Minister -of Toeal
JAdministration be pleased to state—
. () Whether the following resolution,
= *“ Mhat the regulations of the
General Clerical Service Fx-
- amina¥ion  ‘should be so
; amended so as to allow the.
employees in the Clerical Ser-
vice of Urban Councils to sif
for it, irrespective of age and
gqualifications”’, passed by the
Beruwals.  Urban Coungil,
. was received by him 2
(b) Whether such resolufions have
been passed by other Urban
Councils  in -the Island and
-forwvarded to the Honourable
Minister? ;

‘[ Note.—An a;;*sf»erisk (*) against the name of
Member indicates that his remarks have not been
“wevised by him.] ; ' Hp

112——J. K. A 18148215 (3}42)

(¢) If so, what action has been taken
go far to implement the re-
quest made thersin?”’ :

The Hon. Mr. C. H. Collins (Acting

Chief Secretary): There was the ques-

tion put by#*the hon. Member for Udu-
gama,  (Mr. Abeywickrama) yesterday,
The answer to (2) and (b) of the question

ig in the affirmative. The answer to (c)
is that the matter is still under considera-
tion. _ i

*Mr. Bbeywickrama: Have represen-
tations been feceived?

+The Hon. Mr. Collins: Yes.

REORGANIZATION OF BUS
BERYICES. :

The debate on the following motion¥|
of the Hon. Mr, 8. W. B. D. Bandara-
naike (Minister of Local Administration)
was continued ;

That the following recommendations of the

Bxeeutive Commiltee of Theal Administration ©
services  bel

for fthe reorganigation of
approved: —

(a) bus services shall not be operated along
any road except under exclusive
licence, subject to such conditions as
may be attached to the licenee, nelud-
ing a condition that the grantee shall
oompensate any persong at present
operating buses nnder licence along
the ronte who are displaced;

bus

{b) it

the,persons at prosent operating buses.

Jnder licence along a route shail form -

a limited liability company, that com-
pany shall be granted the. exclusive
licenee for that route. provided that

the grantee compensafes any person .

operating a bus under licence along
that route who does nob eloet to join
the ‘company and = whose rights to
‘participate in the company have not
been acquired by any. other person.”

*The Hon. Mr. S. W, R. D. Bandara-
naike (Minister of Local Administra-
tlon) : I had just started to reply last
evening when the House adjourned. T
was drawing attention, Sir, to the actual
motion that was before the House hefore
proceeding to answer the more important
criticisms that were lovelled,

Tn the first place, T would like to say
a few words on. the Constitutional or
pseudo-Constitutional dssue “that ‘was

-

rajsed regarding this motion. Apparent- . =

Iy my Friend the Member for Galle (Mr.
H, W. Amarasuriya), thought that this
proposal should eome by way of a report,

a report from the Hxecutive Commibtes. -

+ Tor the Observations of the Minister of Tiocal
Administration and of the Financial Becrefary,
and the Report of the Board of Ministers see
HangarD of July 9, 1942
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: e Hd‘i"‘"m' Bandaranaike. ]

He objected to the fact that this motion
ppens to be a motion of which the
i I(:Jomtmmttee has  approved.
rewmmendations
of the Executive Committes * occur,
- they are an indication to the Hruse that,
- although the motion is brought by me
© and stands in my name, it is a motion
- that has the approval of my Executive
 Committee. Not only so, 'én', it is &
motion that not only received the unani-

_tee, but a motion which was ‘considered
'\ at great length by the Board of Ministers

where they had an opportunity of listen- -

ing to all the points of view urged by

: the Director of Transport himself, to.

" whom various questions were put hefore
the Board itself decided that, in all the
circumstances of the ease, t-hls step had:
. to be taken.

‘What all the eircumstances of the case
are, I shall explain in due course—I hope,

" fully and clearly to the House—once
- again—although I did so fo some extent
in my opening speech. Not only so;
from the Defence point of view the
matter was considered fully, along with

. the possible alternatives suggested by
| the hon. Member for Galle (Mr, H. W.
Amarssuriva) as well as, I think, the

'

. hon. Member for Matale (Mr. Aluwihare)

—as to meeting the _present_emergency

from the point of view of Defence by
All those alter-|

any other alternative.
‘natives were fully explored, and it was
- found, for reasons which I ghall give,
that no alternative was feasible. It was

after all those steps were taken that this .

motion has come up before this House.
Though the motion stands in my name,

it is not a motion that T am moving in.

my, capacify as. a Private DMernber:
Although it is not a report from the Ex-
ecutive Committee, it is-a motion that
has the approval of all those bodies to
whom T haye referred it and as their
‘mouthpiece,s I, as Minister of Local
" Administration and, therefore, in charge

" of rond transport to some extent—in that
capacity T have placed this. proposal be-

" fore this House.

- 8o much for the first point on which

a few words were called for—as to why

- this proposal came as a motion and what
. my precise position in placmg this ‘mo-

. tion before the House is—is it that I am

State Council of Ceylon

mous approval of my Executive Commit- .

_overlap over a small area,

[July 29, Fe4n

_ bringing forward a Private Member’s

motion as suel, or Whaﬁ iz the status of
this motion that the House is asked to-
consider? I hope the House will now
see that the motion had the approval and
the careful consideration of my Execu- -
tive Committee,” of the Boand of Minis-
ters and the War Council before it was

- placed before this House in my name.
“Bo much for the Constitutional aspect
of the motion that has been raised.

I would like to explain the motion
again in the light of that further detailed
explana,tmn, which is not contrary to the.
motion in any way, that further explan-
ation which was not given in my opening

speech and which received further con-

sideration by the Board by way of fur-
ther elucidation, but which I was unable-
to give yesterday and which ‘my hon.
Priend the Minister of Agriculture and
Lands gave to the House. [The motion
is simply this: the substance of the
whole motion i& that, generally speaking,.
there will be one licensed gntity for one
route. That is the motion. That itself,
as will be noticed from my Observations,
has a4 certain exception to if, bscause
there are points at which two routes may:
Therefore,
making provision for such slight difficul-
ties, the general principle that the House
is asked' to decide is that one route ghall
be operated by one legal entity. ;
8ir, why should that be s0? In the-
first place, T must tell the House why
this one main principle needs fo be
adopted, partzcularly at the present time:

- —that in the case of buses, one route

should be operated by one unit. 'That
ig the main point. T will also deal with.
the question gof / comnpanies.  Although
most of the arguments vgre addressed to

/ the, question of the formation of limited. ;
. Nability companies,” hon. Members did

not address themselves sufficiently to this
main object of ‘the motlon, namely, one:
unit, one roufe, -

Thosze are iwo aapects of this motion,
as was pointed out by myself and also
strossed by other' speakers, particularly
the Hon, the Aeting Chief' Secretary-
There are two ‘courses that we are re-
commending fo the House. There is the
Defence point of view, ‘and the other, the
question of general Ieorgamzatmn of the
bus services. Let us consider these two
aspects, with the precise relationship that
exigts between the two, for thro.wmcr light
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upon the question as to what decision
this House should armive at, upon the
motion before it. _ _ ;
The Defence point of view has been
explained. It has been found ‘absolutely

necessary for transport to be dealt with

at this time of war, as it is one of the
most vital matters from the point of view
of the needs of war. The House knows
the present position with regard to trans-
port in this country. The transport ser-
vice is in a very bad condition: indeed
not only’as regards the transport required
for the Pighting Services, but alsol as,
regards the fransport for all civil needs,
both the Railway and road transport have
reached a stage where an extremely cri-
tical situation has arisen—from the point
of view of cartying on essential transport.

That is one aspeat of the transport
problem created by war conditions,
namely, the problem of providing the
necegsary trangport under the most difi-
cult conditions. 1In the esse of road
wransport, the most difficult conditions
are those of obtaining the ‘hecessary
petrol, the necessary tyres, the nacessary

spare parts and of organizing road trans-

port 5o that' every vehicle could be made
use of 4o the fullest extént to deal with
the special problems of transport created
by war conditions. In the case of the
Bailway the problems are of a similar
nature—the lack of fuel, the lack of coal,
- the inability to provide the necessary ve-
newsals, the impossibility, with an enor-
mous quantity of materials to be con-
veyed from: varioug places, of finding the
necesgary wagons or anything like the
hecessary wagons to deal with them:

Take food, Sir. The;-e are tons and
tons of rice af Jaffna which, a8 my Hon,
Friend the Minister of Labour, Industry
and Commerce will tell you, the Rail.
way cannot cope with, - Nor i¢ there g
_ satisfactory means of road frangport to
cope with that rice. Then there are
thousands of tons of paddy in the Novth.
Central Prqvince which we find we can-
‘not remove. There are foodstuffs in
Colombo—in the bottle-neck of Colombo
—which have fo be removed to various
parts of the Island. Those foodstufis
cannot be removed at the time required,
Then there are all the enormeus meeds
of transport for the Services that must
~ be attended to. Those needs simply
' mugt be attended fo. :

D 6 b atgs._'l

_mment:;

Regrganization of Bus Services.
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Mr. H. W. Amarasuriya (Galle) : You i
want lorries for that. T :
*The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: If

appears that you want lorries for: ‘that.
I was dealing with the general question ﬁ

of transport into which buses also enter.

The time will not be too distant when
even. g lorry will not be able to transport
the hon, Member to Galle: Let us not..
be pessimistic: The hon. Member goes;
in, & car to-day, and he may want a lorry
fo-morrow.  We may be compelled even :
to adapt the bodies of buses and utili-ze'--_!
them for the transport of goods. But:
however that may be, it is only a little
pleasant. interlude, 5
Let me resume the trend of my argu.
There are all these .goods in '
Colﬂm'bo which _ha\?“e to be mngported‘
What about all the vegetables that have

‘to be brought to Colombo? What about

the copra that the Hon. Minister of
Labour, Industry and Commenrce is pur-
chasing and ' which has to be brought

‘to Colombo? What about all the rubber

and what about all the tea that have to
be brought down to Colombo? Then,
what about gll the human traffic that hag
to be transported to Colombo under these
difficult conditions? . i
Sir, the Houge will, I think, gather =
from what I have said that the problem |
of transport becomes completely convert-
ed at a time of war. Not only is it one®
of the most essential matters, but the

- problem itself becomes extrnemely. com-

plicated. That problem is one which we'
are trying our level hest to handle as
efficiently a8 we can in the circumstances ;
of the case. ' _
Some of my hon. Friends wanted to
know what was the precise position of
the Director of Transport. This matter
has been gone into and explained time
after -time. Again, thig question . has
been raised here. I cannot recall who
it wag who raised it Yesterday, but as
&' matter of fact one hon. Member's i
speech dealt mostly with that question.
I am not at all sure whether it is my |
egvegious Friend from Galle who raised
i, | S
But however that may be, cannof the
House realize. that having obtained the »
services of this expert who was to repork
upon the general co-ordination of trans.
port in normal times, his services could
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tilized to deal with this much more
sing problem which did not exist at

inally in regard to obtaining his
vices? I do mnob think there is
ything wrong in that. I think it was
very wise mtep to have taken, and 1
llenge any hon. Member, knowing the
eircumshances which I have tried to ex-

.unwise course to have taken, namely, the
‘appointment of that gentleman for the
purpose in this time of emergency.

~ When the Director of Transport start-
“ed work, one of the first things which he
moticed, with regard to road transport,
‘with regard to buses, was the fact that
& very large number of buses were owned
by a large number of people; that is,
- 1,000-0dd buses owned by some 100-odd
‘persons. Now, in this time of emergency
to serve the two purposes required by the
war, one of which I have explained in
detail—namely, the difficultics of trans-
port itself, apart from the question of
requisitioning or immobilization of vehi-
cleg which T will come to in a moment—
‘the first thing that occwrred to him, as
(ib musb oveur to any such person, was
that this situabion was impossible. Why
impossible? In the first place, from the
s point of view of making the best use of
these buses in the sense of gelting the
- #itmost degree of fransport from every
“single one of them fo its fullest capacity,
results could not be achieved under the
present circumstances. :

I am not blaming the bus owners.
- Within their scope and their ability, they
have done their best. 1 am not denying

that. They "did mot contemplate the

- difficulties that have arisen in this time
- of emergency. They did mot bring their
~minds to bear upon that problem; they

wers not asked to bring their minds to
bear upon it. So it was quite open to
them to turn round and say that after

the Motor Car Ordinance of 1938 was

- passed they had done their best. That

s all granted. But that is mot 'the

. position.

' Now under a scheme like the one
proposed “what will happen it we have

= one unit for one route? As we all know,

~ Bir, there are a number of buses for thes

. conveyance of persons on & route.

State Council of Ceylon

time that we passed the resolufion

plain briefly, to say that that was an

[Tuly 29, 1948

There are fixed fares; there are fixed
time-tables; there are places for them to
garage the buses, and wvarious other
conditions. You may find a surplus of
buses left on that route. There will be
the buses of people who do not want to
become shareholders available. If the
company does not want o take them
over the Government can buy them up
and pay the owners the fullest compen-
sation. The buses that may not be re-
quired by the eompanies can be taken
over by the Government to form the
auecleus of the eentral transport systen.
The bulk of the buses can be easily adapt-
ed for the fransport of goods. There will
be that surplus that would be aviailable,

Now, at the present moment we do

‘not know what surplus there is, At a

time when almost every drop of petrol
is becoming precious, at a time when
tyres are not available, there is mo way
of knowing whether a bus plying on &
particular route is doing the utmost work
required of it at this time. You can
never find that oub in the present eir-
cumstances. You ecan do it with the
Railway. The Railway is run hy the
Government, and we know the number
of wagons that are available and we can
g0 adjust and orgamize the distribution of
wagons as 1o get the fullest possible work
out of them, '

‘T the case of buses, there is no means
of doing that at all under the present
system. Therefore;, the one-route one-
unit idea becomes almost rational and
indeed the only possible course to adopt,
from that point of view.

But there is another aspect of the
matter from the Defence point of view, .
namely, in the event of an invasion,
there ds the question, not of the requisi-
tioning of buses which wag suggested, but
of the immobilization of all wvehicles.
How ig that to be attempted or achieved
under a scheme where you have 750-0dd
owners owning 1,000 busges plying over
the vast network of roads throughout the
country? How can you do 1t? Can you
order .these owners to bring all their
buses and gardee the vehicles at one

place? Is that feasible? Supposing on

the Colombo-Kandy route .or the
Colombo-Gslle route there ars thirty
owners of buses. Are you going to order
all those small men to bring their buses
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and keep them in a garage in one place
in Colombo when they now keep them in
- their back-gardens or in some conveni-
ent places and bring them out esrly in
the ‘moming to operate? Are you going
to insist on all those poor men ahoub
whose uafortunate plight the hon. Mem-
ber for Matale (Mr. Aluwihare) nearly
drowned us with a flood of tears—— -

*Mr. B. H. Aluwihare (Matale) :

That is what you are going' to do when

you form the companies.

' *The Hon. Mr, Bandaranaike: I will
comie to the question of what effect these
companies will have on these people
8 momentl, But under the regent
scheme you cannot make adequate pro-
vision for immobilization. Pressing
these people to garage their vehicles at
one place will be an intolerable position
Ator the small man; he simply will not be
able to do that.  We know how these
people run their buses, and where they
keep their buses. If we presy thert to
garage their vehicles in one place, we
~ will drive them out of the routes without
any cohipensation whatsoever.
my angwer to the proposal about garag-
ing. 5
. Then, some Members say, ** Requisi-
tion; if if 1s for Defence purposes, re-
‘quigition . But as I pointed out, the
so-called Defence needs created by the
war situation cannot be so met. It is
not like the Government going round
saying that they want fifty buses and
asking the people to hand them over. It
is not that. It ig the onganization of the
- entire bus system throughout the coun-
try, so that it can be put to the best
use. It ig not o matter of the Govern-
ment taking over twenty or thirty huses
and letting the others carry on as best
a8 they can on the vamious routes, So
that, requisitioning does nofl meet the
situation; nor can we, under the present
system, insist upon rules, such as the
garaging of buses ab one place with so
many different owners.

What is the other suggestion? ' 'We are
told, ** Why not have unions?’’ The
word “ union ' ‘has such a magie con-
notation with the hon. Membey for Pana:
dure (Mr. Susanta de Fomseka); unions
are things that he is always striving for—
- official unions, unofficiall unions, formal
« unions and informal unions. = Let us see

Debates.

That is-

. Reorgonization of Bus Services.)

: |
y : s
how these unions are going to be forms
and informal, and what their value
gomg to be for this particular purpo;
What he means by a union is some infor=
mal liaigon that has no legal connotation
or legal recognition, a union which can
be broken off by any of the parties who
perpetrate thabt union at their sweet will
and pleasure. That is the only type of
ution, informal, unofficial union that I
am aware of. There are certain bus
unions of that nature, but what on earth
ig the use of unions of that kind to us?

If you consider this one aspect of
" ome route, one entity ’’, you will realize.
that it must be some legal entity with
whom you can deal. You must be able’
to issue a licence to that entity} you can-
2ot issue a licence to a union. A union
has no legal recognition. FEven if you
have these informal, unoffieial, . unions of

_bus-owners, you would gfill have to issue’

route licences to each separate owner.
There is no control that you can hring'
to bear upon unions of that kind. For
the purpose we have in view, that kind:
ot union is valueless. It cannot serve
the purpose that hag to be served.

Another hon. Member suggested that
we should  have Group Organizers for
buses in the same way as we have Group.
Organizers for lorries. Let' us see how
that works. T can assuremy hen. Friend'
the Member for Galle (Me, . W. Amara-
suriya), who made-that characteristically
brilliant suggestion, that the. differencs
between buses and lorries swhich has
necessitated a difference in the method
of dealing withi those two types of
vehicles, is that the lorries ply over vash
distances, over large distriets. There are
no routes for them. In the case of many
of the lorries, they ply over the whola'
Igland. The whole of Ceylon iz fheir
route, and lorries are owned to a greab
‘extentl by private individuals who have
one or two lorries for the conveyance of
their produce or goods. The number of
hiring lorries is limited.. :

" How. on earth can you form lorry-
owners into a unit and restrict their use
to a particular route? The only reason
why lornies were not dealt with in the
way proposed for buses is_that it ig not-
possible to deal with them in that manner
What is this ** Group System ~'? Tt is
merely the appointment of a Group
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uf}:ganizer for a district, who has some
-;;_ldg'a of the needs of ‘the district and who
- mes to allocate the lomies to a particular
| type of work and sees that they are given
* & full day’s work with the object of free-
i dng other lorries for essential needs.

|

{  How can you possibly have any such
‘Schemeé working in the case of buses?
" You cannot have a Group Organizer
| dssuing orders, let us say, fo the buses

. owners more or less coincident with the
E eonditions that Government will now lay
" down under this scheme. How can a
Group Organizer possibly do that?

i Certain hon. Members were rather
L‘ confused in their minds as to whether I
| am a Hitler or a democrat. I thank
{iamy hon. Friend the Member for Pana-
g dure (Mr. Susants de Fonseka) for
. praising me for my democratic quali-

[
h 3 1
i ties, an outstanding example of which, *

- according to him, was the fact that I
‘had brought up thiz motion before the
. House when the matter could have been
. dealt with under Defence Regulations.
~ On the other hand, other Hon. Members
- «charged me with frying to be a Hitler.
. Poor, dear old Hitler!  He ‘has his fail-
ings, poor man. But may T wsk hon.
- Members to try and understand what
| that person really stands for before that
| exalted ' ftitle is alftached to people
- who do nob deserve it?

. Here ig the Hitlerite suggestion mada
by some hon. Members that we should
~ have Group Organizers for buses. A
' /Group Organizer is an “‘ informal "’ offi-
. cer who would issue orders to all the bus-
. owners—ithat g eertain bus is to ply on a

. particular route; that its owner is to do

that, this and the other; that' he is to
bring his bus to a centain place, and ply
. it in the way he ig dirceted to do. The
. bus-owner has to obey this order and that
- order of the Group Organizer.
~ That 4s 2ot & possible solution;, T re-
~ spectfully submit; and T think therefore
- that 1 have a right to claim that the need
for *° One route, one unit " exists, and
‘that any kind of argument in favour of
the other wuggestion that has been
directly or indirectly adwanced in this
. House can scarcely bear sny kind of

.';‘I

State Council of Ceylon

“* One unit, one route *.
e 1]

. plying between Colombo and Kandy. He
{ would have to issue orders to these bus- .

[July %,'lﬂ%-.

consideration. ' In view of the emer-
gency created by the war in the matter |

‘of transport, and of the need for dealing

with these vehicles in a particular
manter in & time of emergency, not one
of the suggestions made can be considered

. satisfactory,

That is the chief part of this motion:
', The other part
of the motion deals with the question of
how you are going to achieve the object
of ** One, route,. one unit . The sug-
gestion has been made thab the most
sabisfactory solution would be, if the
owners plying upon a parbiculas route

consent, for those owners #o form
themselves into 'a limifed liability
company.

Let us see what is suggested in this
moticn!:

*' If the persons af presenf operating bugss
under licence along a route shall form a limited
liability company, that company shsll be granted
the exclusive licence for that route. . . ..""
~ The persons at present operating
under a licence along a route are given
priority. They will be given the licence
without any further question. The
House may. well ask, “ If they do not
form themselves into & company or refuse
tto form ‘themselves into a company 7' ¥t
has been indicated in the report, but not
very eclearly, whiat would be done in
those cirecumstances. I will furbher
clarify the position, in addition to what
the Minister of Agriculture and Lands
has said on the point. ot nE

In the first place, you ask the owners
of buses plying on a particular route—
say, ' Colombo-Kandy—whether  they
are willing to, form themselves into a
eompany. ‘If they do form themselves
into & company, that is the end of the
matber, and they will get the exclusive
licence, !

There is another possibility: all of’
them may not be prepared to form them-

'selves into a company, but a majority of

them may be prepared fo do so. They
might say, * We will form ourselves into
a company, but there is a minority who
do nof wish to come in ’!.  An exclusive
licence would be granted to the company
composed of the majority of the bus-
owners on that route, provided they pay
compensation 1o those owners who do
not want to join the company.
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If a sufficient number of bus-owners
on that route are not willing to form
themselves into a company, we would

ask any one of the owners operating on -

that route to take up the business. Of
wcourse, there is nothing to prevent a'num-

-ber of bus-owners on the route forming
themselves into a partnership. That

partnership will be given the licence,
' there will be no objection fo that., Fail-
.. dng ‘even such a3 legal entity—a
partnership—(we must remember that &
partnership can involve a large number
‘ol partneis; up to'twenty people" can
Hdorm a partnership)—failing the forma-
. #ion of even a partnership, some indivi-
«dual who is prepared o run buses on that
route and to compensate the other owners
—I repeat that.in the event of even a
_partnership not being formed, even an
individual—a legal entity—ocan be given
., :the licence for that roufe. i
Af we cannot get a Dimited liability
company formed of the owners on a
- particular roufe, or even supposing we
«do not get them to form a partnership,
wor if we fail to get even an individual
«owner on that route to run the buses,
.then those who are af present engaged
in the bus industry in, say, Colombe,
«can send in applications for that licence
—those who are bus operatives in Ceylon
‘to-day. Buppose even that fails. Then,
some Ceylonese company that is willing
“to run buses will be asked to come in—
and there it will stop.

There will be no question whatsoever
of this proposal being utilized s a lever
‘to hand over the industry, now in the
hands of Ceyloness, to outsiders. May.
I give that definibte and final assurance
to the House? We want ome Iegal
entity for a route; there may be various.
forms of legal entity possible: if the
present owmers form themselves into a

- limited liability company, well and good ;
if they do not, we are not going to com-
pel them to do it. Nor are we going to
give the licence for the route to any other
company.  Any legal entity, such as a
partnership, or an individual owner
operating on that voube, would be offered.
the licence. Failing that, any other
eompany or partnership composed of

- those working not oh that route at the

moment bub engaged in the bus industry
elsewhers would be offered the licence.
. ¥ailing tha, as a lest. resor, some

*
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Ceylonese company would be given the.
‘licence. ; e
It is necessary for me to give thafl
fursher, detailed ezplanation of exactly
what is intended. Let that be taken a8
a definite assurance that is given in thig:
House op behalf of this Goyvernment. I
am giving that assurance on behalf of
the Government. Therefore the ques'h?
tion does not arise of people being com-/
pelled to form, being “ kicked * into
forming, | limited liability companies, |
being compelled by :the exercise of.
Hitlerite powers, to form limited liabili
ty companies. That situation does nof ¢
and will mot, arigse in those circum-
stances. ' : i
I would like to say a few words about
these limited liability eompanies. These -
companies were nofl suggested or propos- 8
¢d with some Machiavellian desire fo
damage the interests of bus-owners, with
some vile motive to help the Railway -
or some foreign capitalisy at the; expense #
of the bus-owners. S
Hon. Members will agree with me that

i it is possible for these bus-owners, i
they are willing, to form themselves info -
limited liability eompanies, that is the
one method by which the interests of .
these bus-owners will be best preserved.
If the bus:owners do not want to form
themselves into, companies, there are
other alternatives. If ¢hey do form
themselves into companies, that is one
method by which their inberésts are 7
likely to be preserved. ; : it
Now we come to the poor, the poor
who are always with us and whose nama ©
is s0 offen taken in vain—the poor bus-
owner with one rickety bus. What hor-
rible fate is going to overtake him! We B
will examine that for one moment. The
small bus-owner will have to wait for his
dividend, says the oracle from Matale, |
But is that correct? Let us see what hag
happened elsewhere. What has happen- _-‘i
ed in practice elswehere to these poor: %
bus-owners when limited liability com- %
panies were formed? The small man |
h
.;

who owned one bus, who is given com- |
pensation by way of shares, isto a great’
extent, wherever possible, employed in
the company itself, where he can be paid §

weekly or monthly not only his salary *

but s subsistence allowance based upon
the  dividend to come. That is being
done in practice.. s
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eing done in Malaya very suc-

10 was |
; qsssfully where the same type of situa-
- tion existed—only in a very exaggerated

| :Eorm In Malays there were a large

{ humber of small owners plying on the

toads there, belonging to all kinds of races

and communities. They formed them-
selves into these companies, and the
‘small owner who was provided for in the
~way I have indicated, did not suffer at

Call. T would like to say that definitely,
. in view of the objection that was raised

" on the score of the small owner having
| to wait for the dividend.

The hon. Member for I\Iatale (Br.
~ Aluwihare) in his exordium, gaid, * This
amounts to expropriation of the rmall
* bus-owner I would like tio draw the

. attention of the House to an interesting
- paradox : those from whom the strongest
objection to these recommendations has
. emanated are a few of the biggest bus-
owners of thiz country, not the small
bus-owners,  [Inferruplion.] That is
imotb correct, I am told, but if my hon.
Friend would only direct his eyes, if he
can only direct a bright glance at ‘the
" Galleries of this Chamber, he will find
‘contirmation of my  statement. [Al
Memger : That is no indication.] But
I know from petitions received and from
the objections that were made to me,
that the personz by whom they were
made

. *Mr. Aluwihare: T hope the Hon.
Minister does not say that I am a large
~ bus-owner.

#The Hon. Mr, Bandaranaike; 1 do
- mob know, Sir, whether the hon. Member
is a large bus-owner. Tt is worth con-
sidering. I am mnof blaming them for
‘objecting to the scheme, but, as far as
I am aware, these objections have come
chiefly from that source, and it is-.a point
worth pursuing and considering.

. Now, what is the position of the small
 bus-owner in the country to-day? The
~ general tendency all along, particularly

after the introduection of the Motor Car
" Ordinance, hag been for the small bus-
 owner to be ** squeezed *’ out by the big

bus-owner. There has been an increas-

ing tendency for these routes to be re-

Etrrcteri to the bigger man who owns a
large number of buses. What is the
wompensation that the poor man gets?

State Council of‘ Ceylon
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It is a process which has been accelerat-

ed one hundred-fold atter the outbreak
of the war. The small man simply can—
not get the necessary spare parts, tyres,.
and 80 on, to run his bus. He has to get

out of it, and-that without a red cent!

- Are  their interests going to be
worsened ? Are they going to be thrown:
to the wolves of some nebulous eapita-
lism by a system which would ensure and.
protect their interests, where they will be .
given ecompensation nofi only for the
value of their vehicles as such, but also:

. for the goodwill, for the maoney that

they would earn on that route; where
they can also be ensured g reasonable
gubsistence allowance, 'a salary which: .
will not make. it necessary for them' to
wait for six months or one year till the
company pays a dividend? These com-
panies will have to have a suitable
pergon to go into all those points.

So that, it will not be left to the free

' will and pleasure of some bus company

to say ** You had better take it or go ”,.
and put that man into difficulty. If he
wants to keep out of the ecompany, he
will ‘receive compensation under thig
scheme, which he will not be able {o
dream of otherwise. If they want to
keep on the road, and if a bus company
wants to buy the buses, they can do so,
If some other owner who is a sharcholder
in this eompany, wants to buy him out,
he ean do it.  If they do not want to do
that, the Government of Ceylon will do
it, because the Govermmentt needs the
vehicle. Even ramshackle vehicles will
be of great vahie to Government, He
need not” be afraid of that.

Then, what is this grieyance abouf ex-
proprlailon of the small man? T sin-
cefely confess, looklng at the matter
frem every point of view as far as T am
able, that I am of the opinion that the
small owner does not stand to lose in the
present circumstance; he stands to gain
in every way. I can well understand the
natural conservatism of humanity—that
some of the big bus-owners objeet to if
bona fide. T am not blaming them. It

“is their duty to put forward these views.

May I say that I am thankful to the
bus- oW‘ners, small and big, for their co-
operation in working the Motor Car
Ordinance under the difficult cireumstan-
ces that have arisen now? I admit that:
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they have been very helpful, but I would-

ask them; as well as Memberg of this

House and the publie,. to consider

whether this scheme is going to be such
a terrible bogey as it is made out to be,
If they do not want limited lLability com-
panies, they have the various other
alternatives that they ecan resort to.

At thig stage T would like to explain
the two parts of the motion, and, having
dealt with the more Important criticism
that has been levelled against either or
both, to deal with certain special points
of the criticism that some Members
raised. i i

My hon. Friend the Member for Pana-
dure (Mr, Susanta de Fonseka) who

made a very striking confession. in his -

own gpesch of hig own changed notions,

namely, that in the last State Council he -

himself was strongly of opinion and he
recommended that———

*Mpr, Susanta de'Fonseka,: Net in the

*The Hon, Mr. Bandaranaike: As
a Member of Couneil, he was strongly of

‘opinion—an opinion I think. he must

have formed after due and mature eon-
sideration—+that | Government  should

force these people to form companies.

Not, only s0, but I believe at a much

. imore recent date-—perhaps he claims the

privilege of eallow youth for that earlier
opinion expressed somewhere in 16985—
at Kalutara he expressed the opinion af
a meeting, or to the Director of Trans-
port 1more or less, that he was in favour
of the principle of the formation of hus
companies. - I am not blamirlg him, but,
of course, now he sees cortain objections
which he urges.

‘We are thankful to him for putting
forward his point of view. But I must
join issue with him when he labours like
the proverbial mountain to produce a
mouse and point out the inconsistency
of his argument regarding the appoint-
ment: of My, Nelson as . Director of
Transport, He quoted from my speech
on that March Resolution. T ‘explained
the whole position with regard to road
transport. T explained the whole posi-
tion with regard to the expert coming
out here, and this is what T said =

" Ag far ag I am concerned I have no objection
to this expert coming out to report on this sub-
Jeab. Perhaps in view of the extremely technjea)
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nature of the subject, it may be desirable to ob-
tain his services. But I only wished to impress
upon' the House that there is ne proposal to im-
pott an expert o cripple road transporj services
for the doubtful benefit that might accrue $o the
Railway therefrom,” T

That was my speech! T did not object
fo the exnert coming. I made it clear
that the expert’s duty was not merely
to come and smash road transport,. for
the benefit of the Railway. I said that
it was desirable to have him from a
technical point of view. '

It ceases even ta be o complete mouse I
It is one small fraction of 4 mouse that
the labour hag produced by some terrible:
nconsistency—some terrible fault and
error on my part in objecting strongly!.
That, was the impression my hen, Friend -
tried to create in regard to the importa--
tion of Mr. Nelson and ' then Iaster on
approving of his functioning as Director
of Tramsport. That is a small point,
but still T mention it to ghow that T was
perhaps inadvertently misinterpreted.

Bir, T thank my hon. Friend the Mem-
ber for Colombo Bouth (Dr, de Zoysa)
because, in a very full speech, he put &
forward every single point that had to
be urged and could have been urged on
behalt of bus-owners. I think in: the
course of my remarks T have dealt with
cettain paints which he himself nindo. |
I would merely like to state this:| he said
that the bus-owners were being hanged
without @ hearing; and there was a reo.
ference made also  to  ‘“ Hitlerian
taetics "', and so on, at a Conference that i
was held. ) 4

What is the truth regarding that?
When Mr. Nelson pub this scheme for
the formation of limited liability coni
panies up to me, he told me that he
proposed, fo begin with, informally togo
round the country to meet all the bus-
owners, and to explain the full details

+of the' scheme, and see whether they

would voluntarily agree to the formation
of these companies. T said, ** All right.
Go ahead . Mr. Netson did that; and :
he was charged with having made certain

statements which in effect”amounted to
o threat that this scheme would be fm-
posed on them, and so on, if they did
noti agree, 'Well, T think there was some-
misunderstanding; but whether there

was that definite statement made or

otherwise, he said that this measure- _
may become necessary. i
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. I explained all that clearly to the bus-,
owners, A large number of them cathe
. b0 see me. At a . conference it took
* mearly four hours to come to any kind of
& decision on any material point ab all,
1 I explained that that was a misunder-
| standing. When Mr. Nelson went round
the country and placed his scheme before
. the bus-owners, some of them were
_ agreeable whilstothers were not. | Finally
© the position was crystallized. '

1 informed my Friend the hon. Member
for Colombo g’outh {Dr. de Zoysa), and
deked him to put down in writing all he
had to say. I gaid that T would eall a
conference and discuss matters there.
The conference wag held. Unfortunate-
1y at that conference we could not get
.down to ‘discussing details of this
scheme. Certain other proposals were
made with regard to unions, and I asked

- my hon. Friend to send me further

\details of any objections and any further

. suggestions he had to make about the
union  scheme, and so on, to be
. considered. ° o .
In the meanwhile the maftter became
one of grave urgency. At thé same
time, as far as 1 was able to, T sent
' .answers to the various points that had
‘been raised, and I brought the matter
up in the circumstances which I ex-
' plained earlier, by way of this motion.
. Why must my hon. Friend fatter
vHitler by making compazisons like that?
Burely Hitler is & blacker sheep than
that? I repudiate the suggestion, with
~ all the strength T am capable of, that 1
~ acted in any way in an unfairly and un-
. justly autocratic. manner in trying to
dorce people to do certain things. I have

, not the slightest doubt that my hon.

~ Friends themselves will be the first to. -

-admit that they are mistaken in saying
£0. i .
. There were certain other points raised
" by some Members. I think the Hon.
Member for Jafina (Mr, Mahadeva)—he
38 not here at the moment—asked why
buses cannot be dealt with like lorries.
- I have answered that question. ' T have
- ‘also answered the question raised by the
‘hon. Member for Matale (Mr. Alu-
wihare). .1 do nof think there are any
- sother arguments that T need answer.

State Council of ,C'eylo:{z-.”_
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T may say this, finally. There was
this one point raised and repeated here
by my hon. Friend the Member for
Colombo South YDr. de Zoysa). He
wanted to know why the details of the
scheme Were nob given; what the capital
of the company should be; what would
be the precise route; where the garages
were, and so on. He wanted to know
why 1 had not supplied him with thoge
details, My answer is that we are in-
tending greatly to reduce the number of
routes at present in use. Before the
final decision is taken as to routes, I
shall be prepared to appoint a suitable
Arbitration Board to go into all these
matbters. If there is anybody who

wishes to make suggestions, he can make -

them before we finally decide on matters,
and we will eonsider all the objections;
then we can decide upon the number of
routes. ' ;

‘Would my hon. Friend prefer me to
adopt that attitude, or to come here with
a pre-arranged list of routes and say,
*“ Take it or leave it °’2 "It is surely
much better fo permit objections to be
brought forward, and be heard by an
impartial body of men. If there is an
Advisory Board, the members of it can
be the Commissioner of Transport, the
Director of Transport and certain others.
Then, with regard to the actual forma-
tion of companies and all these questions,
any objections that may be made, how
they are to be dealt with, and so on, can
be referred to the Board.

1 do think, Sir, that if such a method
is adopted most of the difficulties tha
my Friends envisaged and which they
want me to solve beforehand could be
removed. Before the House agrees to
the general principle, they want me to
come here with full, cut-and-dried de- =
tails. I do not think that ghould be the
manner of dealing with a, matter like

+ this measure.

My hon. Friend the Member for
Panadure (Mr. Susanta de Fonseka) asks
me whether I would come before this
Council again in regard to this matter.
Thers isthis question of legislation. I
thank him for having asked me that ques-
tion, because thers was soms’ misunder-
standing about this question of Dafence
Regulations. Some Members were of
the idea, ** Oh, if this is a Defence

matter, why do you not desl with it in’
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that way "2 1 da not think tha$ an im-

portant matter of this kind should be*

settled a.bcwe the heads of the Members
of this House, without Members being
allowed to’ express their opinions in any
way they lik_e'; for the simple reason that
ot only is it a purely Defence matter
in that sense, but it does concern & cer-
tain. reorganization of the bus services
which has an element of permanency in
3t

There again 1 must nob be misunder-
stood. When I said that the matter
could be reconsidered after the war, I
meant that the Defence needs would have
ceased and if the public of this conntry,

or the bus-owners, or Members of this

House felt, ‘* Now that the Deifence
needs have ceased, let us reconsider the
whole subject and have . a different
schema ", the House could do that. It
will be open to the House to do it, though
I think I can give the assurance that
sonce this scheme hag been working for o
year or two the very last peaple who will
want any alteration made would be the
bus-owners themselves.
‘that this scheme is satisfactory. Buf if
they do not, it will be always open to
the House o make any alterations or
‘ changes it wants. Tt ig in that sente
that"T used that phrase when I inter
vened in the debate.
The Hon. Member asks me, © Well,
very good; have you got to come befors

the House at all ”’? The wishes of the

House as expressed here may mneed
legislation. That legislation 'can be
introduced in two ways; legislation can
be introduced to give effect to the wishes
of this House by Defence Regulations,
or by amending the other Ordinance. T

am in favour of the amending of the -

Motor Car Ordinance. That mat-ter can
be brought before the House for its fur-

ther consideration, because once the-

_matter hag come before the House, the
House is entitled to go into the further
details of the working.  But the decision

" of the House will be given effect to. If
it i3 a matter of using the Defence Regu-

- lations—T am against that course myself

- —there will be the added advantage that
) the Defence Regulations will cease to
operate at the end of the ‘war and natu-
rally and automatically the matter will
be reconsidered.” That is a point that

requires to be reconsidered.

D'eb;r{tes

They will find -
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There iz no questlon that some legisla-
tion is required. If may be some very
small legislation, namely, legislation to
‘the effect that in future buses can be
given one unit for 'a route desernbed in
the 1manner we have explained in the,
‘Ordinance. , Itamay niot need very exten--
give mendmanﬁs to 50 or 100 pections.
That is the position. :

With regard to the working dut of any,
administrative scheme, T shall be per-
feetly ready to consider any matter that
is brought up by hon. Members with
regard to. a Board, how that Board 15
_going to hear appeals, what the matters
'are—I think I have explained them—we

* will be ready to bring before the House
 matters that 'prove controversial and

which «hon, Members feel srequire the
approval of the House. g

T think it is not necessary for me to
take the time of the House longer. In
all sineerity  without any attempt to
fool this House or to take advantage of
the House, I would commend this mo-
tion which is in the best interests of the
publie, of the bus-owners and of the
country generally.

Mr. Speaker: I will put the amend-
ment of the hon. Member for Galle (Mr.
H. W. Amarasuriya) first, Does the
hon. Member press his amendment?

My, H. W. Amarasusiya: Yes, Sir,

Question put, * That the motion be
referred back to the Board of Ministers -
for further consideration ’

The Council divided (under Standing.
Order 68): Ayes, 17; Noes, 28.

Mp. Speaker: That amendment is lost.
Does the hon: « Nominated 'Member
(Mr, Wille) press his amendment? -

Mr. Wille: T wish my amendment fo
be put to the House because it makes:

‘elear what the Hon. Minister intends.

®*The Hon. Mr. D, S, Senanayake
(Minister of Agriculture & Lands) : The-
Minister is for partnerships, and if this
amendment is put to the House and lost,
it may look as if the House i against
partnerships. ]

Mr. Wille: The mction as it stands
provides only for licences bemg issued
. to gompanies.

Mz, Speaker: Does the hon, Member---'
press his amendment ? '
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Mr. Wille: Yes; the Hon. Minister

" says that my suggestion is impliei$ in hig '

motion, but I wish to make it clear.
*The Hon. Mpr. Bandaranaike: 1 do

, ot mind that word being added, Sir.

*The Hon. Mr, Senanayaks: The cnly
objection to it is that when you have that
addition after this explanation, it means
that you bre restrieting it to a’company
or a partnership. _ 4

Mr. Wille: As it stands, it iz limited
Tt makes matters
worse from the point of view of the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture and’ Lands,

Question puf, ‘¢ That the motion be »

amended by the insertion of the words
" or partnership * after the word * com-
pany ' wherever it oceurs in Clause (b)
of the motion % ¢

The Counecil divided (under Standing
Order 68): Ayes, 4; Noes, 8. !

Main question put; the Couneil divid-
ed—Ayes, 25; Noes, 17

AYES.

B o . State Council of Ceylon

deyatilaks, The Hon. Sir
D. B.
Kannangara, The Hon. Mr.
C. W W,
Benanayalie, The Hon. Mr.
‘DL S,
Bandaranaike, . The Hon,
M: 5. W. R, D,
Hom, Mp,
& G B.
Kotalawala, The Hon.

Colonel J. L.
Da gSllva, The Hon, Mr.
&. E

! Basﬁwa'nlindn.we. Mr. U.

De Silva, M?, G. B.
\ Mr, H. E.

NOES.

Alnwihare, Mr. B. H.
Amarasuriya, Mr, H. W,
Amarasariya, Mr. Thomas -
Dé Fonseka, Mr. Susanta
Da Zoysa, Dr, A, P.
Dharmaretnam, Mr. 8.
Gunasekera, Mr. D, D.

JHewavitarne, Mr, Rajsh

Tlangantileke, My, J. 'H.

Goonesékers, Mr. H, K,
Griffith, Mr. F. H.
Jayah, Mr. T. B.
Jayasoriys, Mr. A. P,
Kaleel, Dr, M. ¢. M.
Hannangary, Mr. R. C.
Kuroppu, My, J.
Newnham, My, H, E.,
cM.G., ¥.D,
Nugawela, Mzjor E, A,
Parfitt, Mr.. H. F.
Pelruira, Diwan Baliadur
X.

Razik, Mr. K, R. A,
¥ytillngam, Mr., 8.
Whitby, Mr. G. E,
Wille, M», G. &. H.

Jayasuriya, Mr, D. P.
Knlaratne, Mr. P. de 8.
Natesan, Mr. S.
Ponnambalam, Mr.. G. G.
Rajapaksa, Mr. D. M,
Senanayake, Mr. Dudley
Siriwardhana, Mr. H. De Z,
Tambimutin, Mr. E. R.

RAILWAY: INQUIRY INTO COAL
, SHORTAGE. e

| Dr. A. P, de Zoysa (Colombo South) :

I move,—

That in the opinion of this Council & Com:
mission should be appointed to inquire into the
defalcations relating to coal and other things in
the Ceylon Government Railway,

Motion ordered to be referred fo the

Executive
eationg
Order 57.

Committee of Communi-
and  Works, under Standing

b3 - v - —
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ARRACK: ALLEGED FRAUDS AT
KANDY WAREHOUSE.

Dr. de Zoysa: T move,— :

That as the serics of frands, which were
systematically committed at the Kandy Ware-
houtie during the period F29 to 1982, have cosh
the revenue of this country nearly half a million
Tupees, this Couneil is of opinion that g com:
mission. of inguiry shall be appointed to ascer-
tain whether these frands were committed with
or withont the knowledge of the higher officials-
of the Excise Department, fot

Motion ordered to be referred to the

Execubive Committee of Home Affairs, ~
under Standing Order 57:

SBCHOOLS IN COLOMBEO.
. The following motion of Mr. G, .
Ponnambalam was, by leave, with-
drawn ;
That this Council calls upon the Minister of
Education to consult $he wishes of the parents
ih regard to the keeping open of schools in

. Colombo !Eor_'- the next three monthe,

WAR ALLOWANCE FOR GOVERN-
MENT OFFICERS DRAWING
RS. 3,600 PER ANNUM AND
UNDER,

Mr. 8. Abeywickrama (Udugama): T
I.ELO'VG,'—ﬂ .

That in the opinion of this Council the figures
disclosed in the fmdex of the cost of livi pib-
lished in the Gazette each month are no indiea-
tion of the actnal rise in fthe prices of essential
commodities on a refail basis and considers that
all subordinate officers of Government: drawing
salaries not exceeding Ra, 3,600 per annum should

~be given a war allowanee on: a percentage basis
in' relation to the salaries drawn by them.

Motion ordered to be referred to the
Financial Secretary for report, under
Standing Order 57. :

SENIOR SECONDARY AND
HIGHER GRADE SCHOOLS.

- Mr. B. H. Aluwihare (Matale): I
move,— 3

Thati this Council is of opinion hat in' the re-
distribution and esfablishment of Government
Benior Secondary or other higher grade Schools,
the 'present facilities afforded by Assisted Schools
must bs taken into consideration, and in wview
of the dearth of education facilities in the Kan-
dyan Proyinces, at least ome school shonld be
established in each Revenme District ‘of the
Kandyan territory. % -

Motion ordered to be referred to the
Executive Committee of Education,
under Stending Order 57.
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‘RICE: INCREASE OF RATION
(‘" HEAYY ” WOREKERS),

‘Mr. D. P, Jayasnriya (Gampaha): I
move;—
. Thap this Couneil is of opinion, that the maclp
ly rice ration per. person should be increased to
4 measurea as * heavy '’ workers find it impos-
gible to perform their dutios on the present raiion
‘of % measures per week, per individual,

. Motion ordered to be referred to the

Executive Committes of Labour, Tndus-
try. and Commexce, under Btanding
Order 57.

TEXTILE AND MAT-WEAVING
WORKERS.

Dr. de Zoysa: I move,—

That in the opinion of this Conneil, either the
workers in the Textile and Mat Weaving De-
monstration Centres should be paid or, if ‘they
are. congidered as pupils, the Demonstration
Centres should' be designated schools, so that
‘the relations subkisting ‘between the pupils and.
the school may be mmde clear,

Motion ordered o be 1eferred to the
Exectitive Caommittee of Labour, Indus-
try and Lommerca under bta,ndmn‘ Order
i

P'OST KND TELEGRBPH WORK-
MEN’S UNION.

Dr, de Zoysa: T move.— -

That in fhe opinion of this Council, the ban
enforced by fhe FPostmaster-General on the
aglivities of the Post and Telegraph Workmen's
TUnion—(¥) is not based on any authority de-
rived under Public Service Regulations Nos. 172
to: 184, which the Chief Swruta,rv in reply | to
Question No, 33/dFk stated governs the procedurs,
relating to Public Service Associations, and (2}
the ban ghoulld therefora be forthwith rescinded
and liberly of action restared ta the Unien fo
take im:r:neﬁiatc steps to tnake the working of
‘the provident fund acceptable to the Posimaster-
{zeneral. ©

Motion orderéd to be referred to the
Chief Becretary for report, under Stand-
ing Order 57.

PADDY AND RICE FOR BATTI-

CALOK VYILLAGES.
Mr. S.
South): I meve,—

That i view of fhe fach thaf cortain villages
i the Butticalon Districs arve not faod-prodneing
mreas and in view of the fact that considerable
diffionlties are being experienced by the people |
in these villases for securing {heir ndrmal re-
quirements, this Couneil requests fhe Ministry
of Labour, Indystry and Commerce to formulate
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“a scheme for mﬂklng available to the peopls in

these non-producing willages paddy at a price
tfiot exceeding Rs, 2.40 o bushel and rice at
Rs. 5.20 per bushel.

Motion ordered tg be rveferred to the:
Executive Committees of Agriculbure
and Lands, and of Labour, Induz.rtr:y and
Commerce, Under Standmg Oxder 57,

REFORMS: DEPUTATION TO SIR

STAFFORD CRIPPS.

The following motion f Mr. G G.
Ponnambalam was, by leatve, withdrawn ;-
That this Council i of opinion that no deputa-
twon  ghould meet Sir  Biafford Cripps on fhe
question of Constitutional Reform on behalf of
the Btate Couneil or the people of Ceylon with-
out the prior and expross sangtion of this Honse.

COMPENSATION FOR OWNERS
OF REQUISITIONED *®
PROPERTIES.

My, Abeywickrama: I meve,—

That this Connecil is of opinion that persons
whose properties are requisitioned by the Dili-
tary should be paid adequste compensafion im-
mediately they are served with a notice to guib
their premises.

Motbion ordered to be referred to the
Chief Secretary for report, under Stand-
ing Order 57. :

WICKREMASINGHE BUDDHIST
SCHOOL, LELWALA,

Mr. Abeywickrama: I move,—

That this Council ie of opinion that fhe Edu-
cafion Department should continue the manage-
ment of the Wickremasinghe Buddhist Sehool
at Lwlwala in Galle District until the presant
digpute is satiafactorily settled.

Motion érdered to be referred to the
Committee  of « FEducation,
under Standing Order 57.

EYRCUHTION ADYANCES: REPAY-
MENT.

My, B. P. Jayasuriya (Horana): T
move,— y

That in view of the rising eost of living and
hardship caused, this Couneil is of Gpinion. thaf
the evacuation mdvances made to Giovernment
Hervants shonld be made payable in easy instal-
mente with: effcet from January, 103, ac is done
by the Colombo Municipality, and thaf deduc-
#ions to be made on pay sheels of May, 1942,
onwards should be forthwith suspended,

Motion ordered to be referred bo 1h9
Finanecial Seeretary (for report, under
Standing Order 57. . . >
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T-Matigne,

s ;
R PRISONERS.
fr. D. P. Jayasuriya: I move,—

Thai thiz Conncil is of opinien that, in view

. "RICE RATION:

i of the small quantity of rice allowed per person

under the rationing scheme, and in consideration

* of the fact that prisoners have to perform  their

o very ‘' heavy "' fasks on the present inadequate

. sentences appreciably reduced.

. Talawakels,

rice ration, such prisoners shonld Lave their jail
Motion ordered to be referred to the
HEixecutive Cémmittes of Home Affairs,

and ‘to the Legal Secretary for repart,

L ‘ under Standing Order 57.

~ LAND ACQUISITION FOR EXPAN-

SION OF TALAWAKELE.
Mr. S. Vytilingam (Talawakele) : I

MOVE,~—

That in order to meet the growing needs of
1 this Council i of opinion’ that suffi-
clent private land within the town limits be
acquived and be made available to people ab
reasonable rentals, Y :

Motion ordeted to be referred fo the
Executive Committees of Local Adminis-

tration and of Agriculture and Lands, '

under SBtanding Order 57,

DEFENCE: TRAINING SCHOOL
FOR OFFICERS. :

Dr. de Zoysa: I move,— :

That in'the opimion of this Council, & Training
Bchaol for the training of officers for the Ceylon

Defence Force ghould be established.

'Motion ordered to be referred to the
Chief Seeretary for report, under Stand-
ing Order 57. :

RECOMMENDATIONS. OF TRANS-
PORT EXPERT. '
Dr. de Zoysa: I move,—

That in the opinion of this Council, no recom-
mendation made by Mr. Nelson, the Transport
Experf, be given: effect to, until ‘such recom-
mendation iz considered and approved by thia

Couneil.

Motion ordered to be referred i the
Hxecutive Committee of Liocal Adminis-

. tration, under Standing Order 57.

POST OFFICE, ATCHUVELI.
 Mr. S. Natesan (Kankesanturai): I

- move,— i

That this Coundl is of opinion that inasmnch

.as the proposal of the Postmaster-Genersl to
. ‘" downgrade " the Post Office at Atchuveli will

deprive the populoms Division of Valikamam Bast

=
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of the only Post Offics it has ab present, the
Ministry of Communieations’ and Works, should
Tiot give effect o the proposal. i i

Motion ordered to'be referred to the
.Bxecutive Committee of Communica-
tions and Works, = under Standing
Order 57. : :

DHOBIES OF JA-ELA:. LICENCE
R
Mr, D. P. Jaya.surixa:-l move,—

That this Gouncil is of opinion that the Sani-
tary Board Fees of R, 3 per licence, levied on
dhobics of Ja-ela, be waived in view of the fachk
that the greator majority of thewr patrons have
evacuuted from Colombo, thus reducing the in-
comes derivod by these dhobies very congiderably
and making it extremely difficult for them to eke

- 'gub evem a -bare existence.

Motion ordered to be referred to the
Executive Committee of Loeal Adminis-
tration, under Standing Order 57.

INQUEST ON BODY OF KUSADA-
HAMY OF MAKADUWAWA.

Mr. J. H. Ilangantileke (Puttalam):
I move,— : i

That in the opinion of this Cotneil early in-
quiries should be made as fo why an inquest waa:
nof held on the body of Ausadshamy, of Malke-
duwawa in Pabalawisideke korale in Wanni hat-
pattn who met with an accident on May b last
and died on Maw 7 last at the Nikawerstiys
Hospital. ) i

Motion ordered to be referred to the
Fxecutive Committee of Health, and to
the Legal Secretary for report, under
Standing Order 57, i .

MAGALLA TANK, NIKAWERA- -
TIYA, bl

Mr. Ilangantileke: I move —

That in the opinion of this Conncil inquiries
shonld be made why the Medical Officer of Nika-
weratiya and the staff were allowed to clear the
tank reservafion of Magalls Tanl at Nikaweratiyay
for Gingelly cultivation against the express can-
ditions in Circular A. G. 49/38v of December
10, 1941 . :

Motion ordered to be referred to the
Executivé Commiftes of Health, under
Standing Order 57, 1y

*Mr. Samarakkody: ¥ have __giifen:
notice of & motion yesterday

Mr. Speaker: It appears on the Order
Paper only to-day.
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o (BN, Samaré,kkody I gave natice that
I shall move the suspensmn of Stanchng
.Orders

Mr. Speaker: It is not a very urgent
mabter. We can take it up next week.

¥Mpr, Aluwihare: There are  some
motions on the Addend‘um too, -

Mr, Speaker: Members have not had
5 ﬂays notlce of those motlons

¥

ARAMBEKADE- DEHIDENIYR &
G-RL][GEDERA—HIRRHKKWE
. BOL.DS i

| The foﬂowmg item stood upon the
Orders of the Day 1

To continue the deb&te on the motwn’r
of Major E. A. Nug&we]a —

That in the opinion of this House
the = Arambekade<Dehideniya  and
Galagedera-Harankawa V. €. poads
should be taken over by the D. R. C.

My, B__peaker:_ We will now continue
the debate on the motion of the hon.
Member for Gwalagedem (Major Nuga-

wela).

*The Hon. Mr. C. W. W. Kannangara

(Minister of Education): The mover is
not here, and the Minister concerned too
1% no’o hea:e. :

Mr, Speaker: But there are other

. Members who can speak on the motwn

The Hon. Colonel J. L. Kota-
lawala (Minister of Communications &
Works): Either this motion should
lapse or it must stand down. There ig
_ neither the mover present to give reasons
in support: of the motion nor the Minis-
i ter to oppose the motion,

The Hon. Mr. H. J. Huxham (Finan-
oial Secretary) : I think, cn a previous
oceasion. you ruled that if a Member
moyes «&, motion formally, he should,
when the motion comes up for consxdera.-
Mion in Council, speak not only in reply
but also state the reasons why he moved
the motion. The mover of this motion

Debat&s,,
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i nof here at tha moment to abide by
that ruling.

My, muwmaré: I move that the

debate on the' motion be deferred.

Congideration of item deferred.

SENIOR SCHOOL CERTIFICATE
(ENGLISH) EXAMINATION:
PRIVATE STUDENTS.

The following item stood upon the

' Orders of the Day -

T'o continue the debate on th& motiont |
of Mr, A. Ratnavake — ;

Thatl this Council is of opinion that
private students should be allowed to
~sit for the Senior School (;enﬂzﬁcate
(English) Exa,mmaﬁlon

#*The Hon. Mr. Kannangara: This
motion might be withdrawn, Sn’, because.
the mover has agreed to wﬁa.b is smated

5

' The Hon. Colonel Kotalawala ;-
May I ask whether we should allow all
motiong to stand down 1f the movers are
not presenti?

Mpr. Speaker: Ts thati the W].Eh of the
House ?

The * Hon, Golonél Rotalawala =
Perhaps if the mover was here he, might
have opposed this report. i

Mr. ._Speakel'. Does the Hon, Minister:
waniti to postpone consic'{eration of a mo-
tipn every time the mover is not present
when the motion comes up for considera- °
tiom. 3

The Hon. ' Colonel Kotalawala:
It should 'be one of two things: either
the: motion should lapse, or it should
stand down. = Tt is not right forus to vote
on apything that has been puf before us

for the first time when we have nof heard

the reasons which prompted a Member t
to move the motion.

Mpr. Speaker: Every Member sh-ou]&"
come ready. i

1 Beport af ihe Executive Committee of Local
3_Adm.1mstratmn nob: rsproduned. .

+ Report. of the Exeentive Committes of Edu-

 calion not repmduceui

»



he. Hon. Colonel Kotalawala:
I[f the mover is not here when the mo-
_'Ttaon is taken up, ithat motion should

dapse?’

, Mr. Speaker: There is nc provision
b our Standing Orders for such a course
o be adopted. A motion that is before
. the House should either be withdrawn

or be debated and put to the House.

*The Hon. Mr, Senanayake: I move
13]19.1; this debate be adjourned.

f Consideration of item deferred.

MAGISTRATES : KNOWLEDGE OF
VERNACULAR,

. The followmg item 5130051 upon  the

‘Orders of the Day:

To continde the debate on the motion 4
. of Mr. A. Ratnayake,—

That this Council is of opinion that
all Magistrates should be able to read
and wtite the vernacular and should

' Possess a good knowledge of the habits
and eustoms of the people of the place.

*Mr, llnwﬁlare I move that this
" smotion of the hon. Member for Dumbara
.'do stand down Because he has been
"lglVE'III. leave of absence by this House.
".ﬂha hon. Member is ill.

Consﬂerafsmn of item deferred.

. REVENUE OFFICERS: SELEC-
TION BOARD. -

- The Tfollowing item stood upon the
~ Orders of the Day:

@ i3 T continue the debate on the

miotion }. of the Hon. My, G. F. de
iSilva,— i
* That in the opifiion of this Counecil the

Selection Board for the appointment of
. Revenue Officers should be discontinued
« and that the selection should -be made
*on the same lines ag it is being done in
. ithe ease of the Civil Service.

Mr. Speaker: Has the Hon. Mamster
\anything to say?
. *The Hon. Mr. G. E. de Silva (Minis-

L‘*l;el' of Health) : This debate has bheen
" deferred on the application of the Hon.

s T

I it Report of ithe Legal Secretary not. repm-
ced.

= Reporli of the Executive Committee of Home
VA Rairs and of the Chief Scerefary Dot reproduced,

i .
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Minigter of I—Inme Afﬁa.nrs because he
said that he was conmniemg this rqatt,er, ]
‘The Hon. Sir D. B, Jayatilaka (Min-
Ister of Home Affairs): This question
is being considered and we are revising
the regulations with regard to these
examinations. I 'think this® matter

might stand down.
COIlSldel‘a‘thﬂ of 1tem deferred i

COCONUT BOARD.
The following item stood upon the

| Orders of the day:

714. To continue the debate on the
maotion T of Mr, A, R A. Baz:k—-

That in the opinion of this House the
Coconut Board should be serapped forth-

with in the interest of the Coconut
Industry.
#Mr. A, R. A. Razik (Nomina.ted

Member) : The Hon. Minister promised
to give us further 111Eormat10n about this.
matfer.

*Mr. H. F. Parfitt (Nominated Mem-
ber) : Why should not the motion be
taken up by the hon, Member: it can
be dealt with.

Mr., Speaker
debated. ]
*Mr. Razik: I am waiting for further .
information from the Hon. Minister.
*The Hon. Mr. G. G, 'S. Corea (Min-
ister of Labour, Industry & Commerce) :
I did not know that this motion was
coming up to-day. I have not my
papers with me; I am sorry. 5
Mpr, Speaker: This item might st&nd ;

down.

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: Or it might be
taken up later.

*Mr, Parfitt: Thig motion hag been
on the Agenda for a long time, and I
think it oughlb to be taken up. Why

The motion iis te be

should we not discuss it? Tt is up o
. the Hon. Minister '

#*Mr. Aluwihare: The Hon Minister
wants the item to stand down. Surely
we have always extended that courtesy.

_ *Mpy. Parfitt: Thiz item has been. on:
the Agenda for a long time.

+ Report of the Execeulive Commitive of Tahour,
Industry snd'Commerce no$ reproduced.
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Mr. Speaker: The debate "might be Mr, Speaker: I do not think the Furo-

adjourned. ) ) : - pean Notminated Member. (Mr. Parfitt)
*Me, Parfitt: No, Sir. S . presses his umendment. = 4

T *Mr. Parfitt: When is the Hon, Min- |
Mr. Speaker: The! ; Tl b
of s'lfch an asguu.mm& a:El[li(:mSE sl fa.vour. 1ster going to be ready? He said that he

| i ; would be ready with the information af }

*Mr. Aluwihare:- Wo will divide on = the mext meeting. -
bhe question of deferring thi§ item. Consideration of item deferved.

2 ~ EMPLOYMENT EXCHANGE. :
The debate on the following motion of Dr. A P, de Zoysa was continued ;

. That in the-opinioﬂ of this Coungil the Employment Exchange should be elosed

Report of the Executive Committee of Labour, Industry and Commerce
under Standing Ovder 57. :

The Exgcubive Comunittee 'of Labour, Industry and Commerce considersd this
. (fmotion ab its meeting held on June 24, 1941 whon'Dr. A P, de Zoysa wis present «
on invitation. ' ; ]

2. The Government of Ceylon Employment lxchange was established as one
of the essential elements of the campaign to alleviate unemployment. In addition.
useful purposes are served by the fact that it enables &n estimate to be formed of
the unemployment existing in Colombo and so of the remedial measures necessitated.
Indications are also obtained of the spheres of activity in which there is likely to be
emnployment ' and  also opportunity is provided of introducing Ceylonese into
ocoupations which were hitherto regarded as the special preserve of non-Ceylonese, ¢
An examination of the activities of the Exchange under these various Heads will
indicate to members of the State Council the value of the work performed.

S. I the first week after the establishment of the Exchange the registration of
the "“unemployed '’ was carried out in various centres in Colombo. Since that
date registration has been undertaken regularly at the Exchange itself. The total
registrations are as follows :— s : :

¥ f Colombo.  Suburban., Outstations. Total,

‘ ; j ) uoe. G
. 193839 W eb o IB246. ., 3,950 .. 3,969 .. 26,165
1939 40 b S 4098 L7 1029 95 .. 1 6,047
1940-April, 1941 SR 2 | 196 .. ¢ SN 2,645
g ' 25,609 5,174 4,074 34,857

These figures are in process of revision and so far only those of 1938 to 1939 are
being reviewed. Of these, 50 per cent. of those régistered have not renewed their
registrations when invited to do so and one may judge from this thgt some of them
niay have found employment.

4. Tncidentally, the figures ocannot be considered as an accurate gstimate of the
number of unemployed in Colombo as some already in employment may have 3
regisfiered their names hoping to obtain posts offering better conditions of employ-
ment. &

5.  Sinee its establishment in September, 1958, the Exchange has secured for the
‘ unemployed >’ 10,689 situations, permanent and temporary. This number is
distributed as follows :— % ; ; : i

4

1938-39 .. - R 1,8067) average of 5 persons a day !
1039-40.. s 5,983 do, 16 do. xeluding 832 relief workers
October, 1940-April, 1941 © 2,900 ] do. - 14 ‘do. -

i 10,689
S 13- T N A 16148 (/42 : : %
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it y and' fitness for the work required is the main test in the selection
o sons for consideration by employers, every opportunity is taken to give prior
consideration to those cases where selection for appointment would bring relief to

the maximum number of de‘per_lda,n'ts. : :
6. The total number of orders from employers received by the Hxchange was—

L 1038-30 1,047
193940 il s : i 1,686
October, 1940-April, 1841 .. ST 812

"ot these, 2,096 were from Government and 1,449 from other employers.

. '7. Reference should be made to the edueative work the Exchange, performs in
_ introducing Ueylonese to employment hitherto regarded as reserved for non-Ceylonese.

¢ Special success has been achieved with regard to conservancy labourers.  In 1938-39,

186 permanent and 100 temporary posts of this nature were filled through the

medium of the Exchange. In 1989-40, 51 permanent and 319 femporary and sub-

strtute posts were filled. In 1940 to April, 1941, 48 permanent and 158 temporary

and substitute posts were filled. When it is remembered that at the time the

Hixchange was opened ‘not a single Ceylonese registered himself as willing to under-

take the work of a conservancy labourer, the Exchange must be congratulated on

the success it has achieved in: this direction.

8. 1In every sphere of activity equal success has been achieved which has taken
every opportunity to encourage Ceylonese labourers to take up all forms of employ-
ment.

9. Applications received at the Exchange also indicate that in ‘certain spheres
of employment there is a scarcity of work. With this data at its disposal the
Department of Labour can suggest means by which labourers ean undergo the
necessary training to fit themselves for appointment in these occupations.

10. In ja minor degree recruitment by Government Departments through the
Exchange' has enabled the selection especially of unskilled Iabourers from # wider
sphere than before. By tlie utilization of the ¥xchange, the podsibility of danger
of employment in certain Government Departments being limited to near relatives
of those hitherto emplayed is eliminated. : i

1. ‘Lastly, it must be mentioned that in the audoption of many forms of legislation
designed to improve the conditions of employment, the Tixchange plays an important
part and though as yet Ceylon has not adopted many of these forms, the Exchange
plays a useful part in the performance of the functions allotted to it and the expen-
diture voted annually by the Btate Council for.its maintenance is being amply
justified. Tts discontinuance now that it has become a recognized institution in the
placing of workers in employment would entail considerable hardship to the workers
of Colombo. B ' J REg _

12. For the above reasons the Executive Committee of Labour, Industry and
Commerce is strongly opposed to the closing down of the Employment Bxchange.

Dr, de Zoysa: I wish to empbasize
the fact that the Employment Exchange
is not necessary.’

Mr, Speaker: Tt can be done.

‘the Hon. Colonel Kotalawala : Has the,
: . hon. Member the right of veply. This
*Mr. Aluwihare: Ts the hon. Member ),¢ans that he must initiate the debate;
replying 2 : - -

: Mr. Speaker: He did not put forward
his arguments on the last oceasion, for
the information of hon. Members.

Mr. Speaker: It has been suggested
that the mover who formally moves a
‘motion might explain the reasons why
 he moved it. _ N G
. ' The Hon. Colonel Kotalawala: Fe will

*The Hon. Mr. G. E. de Silva: Tt
cannct be done.

have to start the debate; he cannot ¢conie

;inin the middle of it - )
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Dr. de Zoysa: The employment BEx-
change was necessary before the war.
At present there is a great deal of em-
ployment; people can obtain employ-
ment without going to the Employment
Kxehange. 1t has been suggested that
the Municipal Couneils and the other
local bodies could be entrusted with the
work of finding employment, for people
in their areas. 8o that a Central Em-
ployment Bxchange is not necessary, if
we decentralize the work. Therefore 1
think hon. Members will realize that we

are paying for some officers who could
very well be employed on other work.,
The work of the Hmployment Bxchange

~ could very well be done by the munici-
palities and other logal bodies.

*Mr. Abeywickrama: T would like the
Hon. Minister to tell us how much it

costs to maintain the Exchange, because:

the officer in charge has been taken over

by the Civil Defence Commissioner to/

“do A R.P. work in Dehiwala: he is the
Chief Air Raid Warden of Dehiwala. I
‘do not think the Exchange is functioning
now. Af the present time you will find
‘that there are sufficient people available
for jobs, and that work is: obtainable.
Therefore there is no justification for
spending money on maintaining this Bx-
change. T the present circumstances,
1 would like to know how much is'being
spent per month to run the Exchange.

Mr. H. W. Amarasuriya (Galle) : We
wvould like to know whether the Employ-
ment lxchange is functioning.

*The Hon, Mr. Corea: I have sent in
2 report on this motion which has been
.reproduced in the Agenda.
nately that report was sent some time
ago. This matter was considered in
June, 1941, The report sets out the
tain reagons why we should have the
Tixchange.

The House will remember that dhis
question  was -considered by the Ilast
Coungcil on cerfain reports that were pre-
sented by the Committee. The Council
went into the matier ahd it was decided
that there should he an Hxchange. The
purpose of the Exchange is very well
known, and T need not go fully into that
madter.  But the point is that the ob-
ject of the Exchange was to facilitate not
only the registration of the unemployed,

D_eba_t-es_._-

Unfortu- _

-

1303

partizularly in Colombo, and in the out-

stations thereafter, but also to enable
people to obtain employment speedily, ©
and to enable employers to find out
whether suitable workers eould be found, |
- Erom the time the Bxchange was started
it has fulfilled that intention very sabis-.

factorily because——

*Mr. Abeywickrama: Up to a certain

date.

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: [ am just
coming to thab point. Up to date the

total number of people who have been
found employment; is something like

22,000  This is since the Exchange was

established. i

There seems to be an idea, just be--

ease of the present war eonditions and
the existence of many forms of employ-
ment, that the Exchange is useless: on
the contrary it is still continuing to per-
form the same function. I think the
daily average of people finding employ-
ment is 22. At the present time people
are required for all forms of employ-
ment, ranging even from people engaged
in latrine work to those capable of per-
forming many other forms of work.
These workers have to be registered:
they have to be classified, and the list
has always to be kept up to date in order

to meet the call for workers for a partie- :
_unlar type of work.  If you had no Ex-

change, what would- happen is that
people would have to go roaming all over
the place in search of employment.
Employers will have to depend on one
or two people—either subordinates in
their Offices or someone else—to find
workers when they are wanted for a
particular type of work. :
The cost of running this establishment
is very small. The total number of
people employed in the Employment
Txehange is 10: there iz the Manager;
the Assistant Manhager; -5 Clerks: 2
Peons and 1 Labourer. We pay g small
rent for the premises ocecupied. ' Se that
the annual cost to the taxpayer on

‘account of this Exchange is very small.

As againgt that, the country gets the
general ‘advantage of having this Ex-

- change in order to enable people to regis-

ter themselves and find employment.
Dn the. fisures T have duoted, there is

clear proof’ that the Fxchange has been

useful to a very large number of people.

Lrivate Members' ."i-;fétiond-. .
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ickrama: Is the Manager

*The Hon, Mr, Corea: The Manager
“is'doing part-time work as an A. R. P.
\ Officer, Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia. The
”Cwﬂ Defence Commissioner as’:ed for his
 services, and we have approved of his
doing A, R, P. work as well. He works
. every morning in the Exchange, and in
_ the afternoon his Assistant does the
‘Wwork; in the afternoon the Manager
ftends to A. R. P, work. In thig time

refusing to allow him to do A. B. P.
“work.  Most of the work of the Exchange
comes in in- the morning and continues
right up to lunch time. The Manager
attends to that work.
. eomeg in in the afternoon is
* attended to by the Assistant.

© Personully I do not mind whether

" you abolished this Exchange or not. Bui

1 would only lke the House to consider

" bhat this ig an institution which was in-
tended fo assist the worker to find work.

" That it does attain that objeet, is clear
from the figures.

1 am only sorry that the latest fisures
are not with me at the moment; it is my
fault for not having brought the papers.
I did not think that this question was

' going to be #aken up to-day. I thought
Government business was going to be
taken up in the afternoon; it is a mistake
-of mine.

. But I am quite satisfied that the Tx-

- change, in spite of any limitations or
difficulties or defeets, has served a very
useful purpose especially where the poor,
unemployed worker iz concerned who has
been enabled tofind employment. That
i8 & very great service that it has ren-
dered. :

being

*The Hon. Mr. G. E. de Silva: 1
ghould hke the Kxchange to continue to
do its work even at the present time. It
is drue that on accountj of the war there
is no difficulty in workers finding work.
But unless there ig an organization re-
cognized by the Government,' you will
never be able to find out the number of
people available for emplovment.

It is perfectly true that at the present
moment the activities of the Exchange

~ are nof, as great as they perhaps used to
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of emergency we did not feel justified in

The work that
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be. But this Exchange was asked for
by hon. Members of this House because
the poor who wanted to find employment
as masons, carpenters, labourers, and
$0 on, were handicapped for want of in-
formation. We wanted this Exchange
established to help these people. Per-
haps to-day some of the officers may be
doing other kinds of work. But I do not
like this organization to be disturbed be-
cause of that.

I know that when labourers had no
work in village areas, we were able to

find them a certain amount of employ-

ment through this FExchange. When
work on the Hydro-Electric Bcheme was
started, T had to appeal {o the Ministry,
and we were able to secure a certain
amount of work for these labourers,

*The Hon, Mr. Senanayake: You had
registered 5, 00() yourself.

*The Hon. Mr. G. E. de Silva: A

large number had been registered.

When we were discussing the question
of the extent of unemployment in this
country, we found that we could not ob-
tain proper figures.  Now an Exchange
like this could supply us with up-to-date
figures. In all the eircumstances T
think it is best that we should allow
the Exchange to function for some time.

Mr. Rajah Hewavitarne (Matara):
We considered this matter i our Com-
mittee about a year ago. 1 think times
have changed. As an employer of
labour in this country, I find that it is
very difficult to get skilled workers for
various grades of work to-day. People
are lo-day joining the Labour Corps and
they are also enlisting in various units of
the Army. I would like this matter to
be referred back to the Executive Com-
mittee to see how the position stands’ to-
day.

-*The Hon. My. Senana.yake This will
be a very fine moment fo find out how
many people are registered in the Ex-
change, bcua,use I am certain that there
may be a large number registered al-
though there are no people 4o be found
to-day to perform certain jobs.  This
]"mplovment Exchange functions only
in Colombo, and 1 am not so certain that
all ‘the officers are doing useful service.
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There are some people who register at

the Exchange, and some people who re-
gister are those who are in employment.
1t would be rather interesting to find out
whether there are any registered people

*The Hon. Mr. Corea.: This ‘report

may be referred back—I have no objec-
H1on:

*The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: Yes.

The Hon. Mr. Corea:—So that the
latest figures may be looked into.

*The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: 1 would
second fthe motion of my hon. Friend the
Member for Matara (Mr. Hewavitarne)
that this report be referred back.

i The Hon. Mr. Corea: I have no
objection, if the mover of the motion has
1o objection to this report being referred
© back, ;

*Mp, Aluwihare: Can we have a
guarantee thatl information as to the
present position will reach this House
before 1950, because after all our grouse
now is that this is information that is
outb of date? We now want to send the
motion back to the same Committes. - Is
there any chance of that other informa-
tion being up-to date when it does come
up for discussion?

*The Hon, My, Corea: I can give. the

guarantec that I will send in that infor-

mation in two weeks.

M, Speaker: I do not know whether
it is in order to refer this item back to
the Committee.

-*Mr_. Aluwihare: No; we will adjcurn
the debate.

The Hon. Mr. Corea: Will we have a
right to speak again then?

Dr. de zdysa rose.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member will
lose: the right to speak again. :

Dr. de Zoysa: I do not mind. because
I would like to say that if the Ministry
of Labour, Industry and Commerce are
willing to reconsider the matter there are
certain points I want to put before them.

Debates_. Ty
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*The Hon, Mr, Corea: The hom.
Member ¢an come before the Committees-.':_':é
bl

Dr. de Zioysa: 1 do net like to do ﬁhat:ﬁf‘%
These  particulars ‘do  not very much X
help us. ' i

*The Hon, Mr. Senanayake: There is |
one objection to the hon. Member spea,k-,,%
ing. He has no objection to losing his

right to speak again buft—— .

et

P

Dr. de Zoysa: I am speaking at ‘bh.é'f_i,'
moment, and I am on my feet. 3

el

}:

L

e

*The Hon., Mr. Senanayake: T am
raising a point of order. — /

You mentioned, Sir, that the hon. =
Member will lose the richt to speak {f
again, if he is replying now. He will -
speak now and lose the right to speak =
again, and he being the niover and the i
Iast speaker, we will all lose our right to @
speak. ;

Mr. Speaker: I believe the hon, Mem-
ber is speaking on the motion to adjourn
the debate v 0.7

*The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: Then it
is a different matter, : . l

Mr. Speaker: Dlease confine your ¢
remarks to the motion for the adjourn-
ment of the debate. ' '

Dr. de Zoysa: T should like the Min.
istry, if they are ready to go further inbo
this matter, to take into consideration the
very important fact that there s only
one Employment Exchange in the whale
Island, and  ascertain whether it il
feasible to get the. different Munigipal-
ities and Urban Councils to have their
own Employment Bxchanges so that we
will know how many people from Kandy,
for instance, are unemployed. Most of
the people registered are supposed to be
unemployed in Colombo, bt the fact
is that some people from outstations
have given, Colombo. addresses and had
themselves registered. "

I would like the Minister to consider
that point. g

i Question, ‘‘ That the debate on the |
motion be adjourned ”’, put, and agreed

tio.
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alnmm MILL FOR
" GIRUWA PATTU,
. HAMBANTOTE.

- The debate on the following motion of
Mr. D. M. Rajapaksa Was continued :

cotton.  ginming mill should be estab-
lished in the cotton-growing ares of,
Bagt Girawa pattu = of Hambantota
District,

Report of the Ezecutive Committee of
Ldbour, Industry and Commerce
under Standing Order 57.

4 Mr. Rajapaksa was not present, though
. invited, when this motion was discugsed.
2. At present cotton is grown only
. in chenas. About 1,750 acres are under
“cultivation ‘with an annual average vield
" of 4,000 ewt.  Present production 1s now
ab its maximum even on the basis of the
most liberal isgue of chena permiits. Re-
- venue departments are reluctant to allow
unlimited ehena production of cotton.

cotton is sold to the Wellawatta Spin-
ning and Wedving Mills under an agree-
. ment in return for certain  concessions
given to the company on the import of
. textile machinery. The mill is already
- equipped with ginning machines. The
cotton purchased by it is supplied with
~ seed. Approximately 33 per cent. of
lint ean be obtained from cottou with
seeds.
4. The mill pays approximately 104
eents per pound for seed cotton. As nnly
. one-third of this quantity is pure cotfon,
" the price the mill pays for a pound of
“cotfion is approximately 811 cents. This
does not include ginning costs.  In fndia,
. the price of gmnthd cotton as qur}‘red by
the Bonmbay Chamber of Commerce is 16
! cents per pound. If Government is to
" establish a separate ginnery in Hamban-
. tota District, there is likely fo be heavy
L losses 'if the object is to sell cotton in
- the open market.
ning and Weaving Mills can afford to pay
i the present high price as it has received
eertain concessions Ainder the agreement.
. 5. Present production of cotton is only
sufficient to keep the ginnery at the
. Wellawaitta Spinning and Weaving Mills
_+ oecupied for three to four months a year.
. There is hardly any justification for the
: estab]mhmer:t of & separate Goverhment
. ginnery.

State Oounml of Ceylon

*This Couneil is of opini>n that a’

.« 8. The entire supply of locally grown .

The Wellawatta Spin-
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6. The Bxecubive Cemmit}teg of
Labour, Industry and Cammerce is of
opinion  that the estﬂblwhmant of
separate Government ginnery is unecgno-
mical and does not recommend accept-
anee of the motion. i

*Mp. Aluwihave: I want to draw 'the
attention of the Hon, Minister and the
House to the unsatisfactory way in which
spinning is being conducted by the Minis-
try of Labour, Industry and Comumerce.
[A MsmpEg : Grm:nng ] Ginning is part
of spinning and wegving. 1

I think hon. M:embers are awaré of the
enormous amount of unwoven yarn that
is [dmported into this country, and we-
thought at one time that the Minister
Wias estab‘hshﬂng spinning and weaving
centres. A few monthe ago—1 L}mnk
about eighteen months ag(}—fthe_ Minis-
ter wanted some accommodation in my
area for’ the purpose of spinning and
weaving. Well, o gentleman in my area
promigsed him the accommodation, and
his Inspector went there. - We were told
to carry out certain ¥epairs. The build-
ing is now available, but it is about a
year now and "wthmg has happened.

"The amportant point about delays like
this is that the whole business of ‘orow-
ing cotton, spinnine and weaving are in-
ter-connected. Take the Matale District.
The Minister of Agrieulture and Lands is
aware that about five years ago the

+ whole of Matale North and a good

part of Matale Bast were taking  to
cotton-growing on chenas almgst without
any 'Government encourggement, because
ati that time there W% a soheme of
cotton purchase,

*The Hon. Mr. Senanayake We h'wfe
that gcheme even now.

*Mr, Aluwihare: Now b%duae Lhaf

‘scheme of cotton purch ase has not worked

as sthoothly as it should in' Matale,
cobton- -growing is. dwindling.

' *The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: Last
year it dwindled but this year JL has
mcreased

. *My, Aluwihare: I dc not ]mow. what
the. figures for this year are. Here the
hon. Memnber for. Hambantota (Mr. Raja-
paksa)  wants ' encouragement to  his
-;nt’ron growers.  The rép'o'rt 8AyS:

' At present cotton s grown only - in chenas.
About 1,750 acres are under cultivation thn a.rx
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 annnal average yield of 4 000 swl

term

‘Pregent pro-
duction is mow at its maxmmum, éven on the
basis of the most liberal jssue of chena permits.
Revenno departments are reluctant fo sllow un-
limited ehena pmduntmu of 'cotton.””

Merely to accept that. and refuse the
faeility, 1 think, is a mistake. The
thing is to go for Revenue Departments
and get the people the land and en-
_courage . eotton-growing.
that, merely to refuse the facility which
the Member wants is to kill any possi-
bility of starting the industry.

*The -H(m. Mr. G. E. de Silva: 1
should like to say a few words with re-
gard to this question, especially because
af, the present moment there iz a great
deal of diffieulty in securing material for
the purpose’ of. carrying on ‘weaving.
There are people who are anxious to keep
themselves occupied by weaving, and
something must also be done to prevent
traders profiteering in cloth.

Sir, this question is a very important
one, and I think the Ministry has failed
and failed amiserably swith regard to this
question. 1 am surprised that after
funetioning for twelve years this Minis-
try thas not been sble to tackle the
qugahon of producing sufficient cloth for
the gountry. The Hon. Minister has
sent in 8 report to say:

At presenticotion iz grown only in chengs.”"

Why chenasionly? They take a stock
* (Chena >’ and they eannot! get out
of that {* chena 7 spirit and that idea.
Wihy have they not made any attempt
fio have large-scale cotton  cultivation?
Why bhould we depend on other eoun-
tries to get cotton here? Kveryday this
is happening. KEvery time something
has 4o be dome, you must depend on
other people. We have given a laige
sum of money for the purpese of supplv-
ing charkas to villagers, What is the
use ‘of the charkas unless they have
cotton? There are
thousands of acres nobt heing
Under this cursed Government Agent

isystem you c.anno‘t pet a piece of land.

#The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: W_hc;

says ﬁo’?

#The Hon. Mr. G. E. de Silya: I say
so0; I know it
in these matters:for the last twenby-five

Debates.

thig is nol true.

Instead of

. T'must say that they have practmally'.f

thousands and'
uged.-

T have had éxperience:
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years. I know how difficult it is to break
the Kachcheri habit and get land for |
people. If you apply for a piece of
land, you have to go to 150 people, and
vou have to bribe ewerybcdy 1 would
ask any heon. Member to say whether |
Can a man get a piece
of land by appea]lng to the Govemman B
Agent? 3
At the present moment we Have. i
a}_)pomted (Emergency) Assistant GOV«,_'-"
ernment Agents and I must say that they
have done a certain amount of good work. |

SRS

broken with the old system. Immediate- |
]%'] after the  emergency,  these
(Emergency)  Asgistant  Government |
Agents’ may cease to function. [MeM-
peERs: Ne! Nol). T hope the system |
will continue, because I.am entirely in |
!
|

tfavour of it.

But T feel that it is no use closing our,
eyes to certain facts that are in exist- |
ence now. M s man wants to plant &
coblon, he cannot get the land. Here
the hon. Member asgks in this motion
that ginning mills be established to en-
courage cotton-growing, so that people |
who orow cotton will be able to sell it
there :’i.-l’ld thatl the material will be made |
fit for spinning purposes. Neothing is |
dome. A veport is sent in saying that |
there is not sufficient cotion.! '

If there is not sufficient cotton, what |
is the remedy? You must make people
grow it, and in order to make them grow
it; you mnust give them lands., When
the Government says, © We have th'L:i
lands but will not give them to you
how can you expect these un.‘[(}rmnmw !
peaple to grow cofton. To-day you can- |
not buy a sarong for less than Rs. 5 or
Ris. 6. t

*Mr., Abeywickrama: Rs. 8.

*The Hon. Mr. G. E. de Silva: A pcor
man has to spend Rs, 8 for a sarong.
He cannot be without some kind of gar:
ment, and therefore Ke must pay a high'
figure and buy something. i

We. are not giving any encouragement |
for  cotton-growing. They ..also  say,
“* Oh, there iz the Wellawatto Bpinning
and Weaving Mill *'.  We know  that.
But that is not an answer to.the ques-
tion. Afber all, if money iz wanted, the

!



[The Hon, Mr G. K. de Bilva. ]
Board of Ministers and this Council will
" be willing, to give money. If lands jare
[' ~wanted thoy must apply for the land and
‘mako it available and say that in such a
| district they have a thousand acres, and
{ ask people who want to grow. ootton to
. take the thousand acres on eertain terms
‘and grow cotton. Something must. be
done to overcomes all the diffictilties.
To-morrow if India is not going to send
sany cloth, we will experience the same
difficulty  as we  are experiencing in
regard to rice to-day. i
1 want hon, Members to support: this
imotion and) pive eVery encouragement to
- the people to grow cotton,; and allow
~ them 6o make some living out 'of this
. industry so that they can do something
! for themselves, '

R

. M. Speaker: The sitting is suspended
till 4.30 p.m.

Sitting accordingly suspended  wntil
30 p.m., and then resyted, -

. *Mr. Abeywickrama: The  report
submitted by the Executive Committee
of Labour, Industry and Commerce
\.states '

NI, Rujapaksa was not present, though in-
vited, when the motion wae discussed.'

I have a compldint to make in this
~ eonnexion, in the matter of the notice
‘given by Executive Commiittees, of their

meebings. We do not receive these
notices in time to enable us to attend
| the meetings. Some time ago I receiv-
~ed notice of & meeting by express letter
“which * was delivered to me on the
‘morning of the day on which the meeting
‘was to take place, and I had fo send
& telegram to get'the meeting postponed.

" It has apparently become the  habit
“of Hxecutive Committees to make this
insinuation against Members, ‘© Though
the Member was invited, he was not
‘Present ™.  Surely this passage could be
Jomitted from these reports!- This is 3
‘characteristic feature of = the reporbs
submitted to this Council by the Minis-
ters—the insinuation that Members give
notice of and move-motions, bub are not
quite serious or sincere about them. In
irness to Members, thess Téports must
state the date of the notice sent #o
‘Members and the date of fhe meeting.

State Council of Ceylon

‘up tremendously. An ordinary

" has how, materially ]
- partment of Industries have established
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Take this case: how could the Mem-
ber for Hambantota (Mr. Rajapaksa)
have come to the meeting ' of the
Executive Committes if he had ireceived
as short’ notice as we arve aceustonied
to receive from these Hxeocutive Com-
mittees? T have already quoted my own
mstance, where 1 received ‘notice of a
meeting by express letber on .the morning
of the date fixed for the meeting ! Un-
less the meetings of the Fxedutive Coni-
mittee take place on days when this
Council meets, we must have at least 4
weelt’s notice of the meeting of an Iix-
ecutive Committee at which our mobions
are taker up for consideration,

It is s curious feature in this Island
that while we gre providing essential
commoaodities to obher countries, we have
not thought of producing in this country
articles which are.essential to obr needs.
We produce tea and rubber, and to help
in that production we are compelled to
pay  dearness  allowanees - and other
allowances to  our lubourers—because
these articleg are regarded as essential for
the war effort, but food and clothing are
essential to the people of thig country,

As the Hon. Minister of Health has
pomnted out, the price of cloth has gone
sarong
which used to be sold at Re, i.ﬁ(}_ is
now priced at Ry, 71 Long cloth, which
tormerly sold at 80 cents a yard now
costs He. 1.30 to Re, 1.50 & yard. This
time the Minister of Labour, Industry
and Commerce thought of controlling the
prices of textiles and of evolving some
scheme to save this country from these
cloth merchants.

It is a step in the right direction to
ostablish weaving mills, This jwork
should have been given precedance.

I observe that notice of this motion
Wwas given in 1987, Is that corvech? The
motion is numbered 405/37, and the
Ministry has apparently taken more than
four years to report on i, I do not think
the Minister can get over the indictment
that his Executive Committes hag failed
to take ahy action for nearly five years.

The report on this motion is uninfor-
mative. Tt containg fzwts..'_ and figures
gathered some years ago. The situation
changed. The De.

a textile factory at Baddegama. ' The
p ? ~
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pnce qharged for cobbon is somewhere
“mbout Re. 1.50 a lb. whereas to the

Wellawatta Mills the charge is 31 eents
a Ib.

This repoft deals with the position two
or three. years ugo, but now what is the
use ot spreading textile centres through-
out the Island without®an assurance or
guarantee that cotton will be available

Yor these centros? Daily the difficulty

~of finding cotton is increasing, and when
~requisitions are gent to the Department
they cut:down the supply to the minimum
owing to shortage of supplies. Recent-
ly, the Department had a windfall:
' some cotfon yarn meant for another
country  was landed hcere; and the
' Minigter of !Ja.bour, Industry and Com-
merce must be congratulated on his
taking prompt steps G buy for us a' fair
~ quantity of that shipment. That saved
the m&tu@tlon to a eertain extent, buf it
18 only a temporary measure; it has
: r'EllBVBd the situation for only a month
or two.

The prineipal eentre for cotton-growing
is the Hambantota District, but the pre-
sent attitude of the Ministers cannot
save us from the difficulties. created by

. the shortage of cotton. T am surprised
that tihe Minister of Labour, Industry
and Commerce and his Executive Com-
mittee -have not faken steps to control

. the supplies and the distribution of these

« textiles, which are now sold at very high
prices. It has become impossible in thig
country for the poor people to bny their
requirements of clothing:

There are wvarious other points men-
tioned in the report, which T do not wish
to deal with at this stage—[Interrup-

“tion] :  The number of the report is
726.  The hon. Member who asked for
the number of the report 1z equally guilty
with the other Members of the Executive
Commifteg for the ** sleepy " attitude
they have displayed over.this question.

¢ They have taken 41 years to report on
this motion; and the situation has gone
from bad to worse. :

"~ We know that no fresh supplies of

textiles have been imported into  this

country for about a year, but the
metchants are daily raising their prices.
If you go to a merchant in the morning,

he will quote one: price and if you go to

him in ‘the evening,
" another price.
textile market in this country to-day.

he will quote
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Even the present 1mperfect system of |
control of prices and. distribution: now: *'"-
applied to other commodities should
have been applied to textiles also,

I would appeal to the Minister to take
steps forthwith to establish a ginning
mill, regardless of what is stated in the
report now before us. "I do not think '
1b 1z strictly correct to say that ome haswgi
to bribe 150 people to get an acre of land
in this country, but brlbery ig gbing on
in “the Kachcheries  where pemntzs
have to be applied for. 'We are told in?
thls report: .

" Bevenue departments are Ieluctm;it to a!lIow
unlimited chena production of cotton.’

I wonder whether ‘the Revenue De
partinents are a parallel form of Govern- !
ment outside the control of the Central '*
Government! The Board of Ministers
are expeeted to get things done through 'E

£l ia:a-n.w.‘%:fx.&:a:.‘.a‘

the Bevenue Ofﬁcers, and if the Bevenue
Departments are reluctant to carry ouf
the wishes of the Minister of ILabour, '45
Industry and Commerce, he should ha.ve 3&
brought it to the notice of the Board of
Mmmters the Chief Secretary and the é
Governor or anybody clse concerned. It
will not do for the Minister merely to,
say that the Revenue Departments are :';'
reluctant to allow unlimited chena pro-
duetion of cotton. To whom are we to
appeal, except to the Board of Ministers,
when a reportlike this is presented? ¥
the necessary land is not given, are we
to get hold of the necks of the Govern- =
ment Agerts, or are we to get ab the
Board of Ministers? Who is going to ;
remedy this state of affairg? ; i3

In the Hambantota District there is .
land suitable for cotton cultivatioh. At
least a State-subsidized scheme of culti-
vation can be started on about 10,000
acres. All the textile cenfres open&d by
the T\rbmqtrv will be absolutely useless if |
we do not open’ the necessary land in "
eotton.

Daily the situation is growing worse.
I am in touch with the textile centre af *
Baddegama, and I know the difficulties
it hag to meet.

I hope the Hon. Minister will 'w.i‘nh_T 4

. draw this report of his Exseutive Lom-

mittee and aceept the motion of the hen.'
Member and take steps‘to establish a
ginning mill. e should obtain a report

‘from an expert and take immediate steps

to establish the mill.



‘Mr. H. W Amarasurlya I am gur-
N pmed at this report. The principle ad-

. contrary to an announcement made by

the Hon. Leader of the House some

.| years ago when we dmscuased the texiile
‘quotas.

The Houge will remember the oceasion
uotag for ' the importation of foreign

- debate on the subject. The Leader of
. the House made s vigorous speech on
that occasion and said that the only way
“in which we could fight the quota system
was by the establishment of as many
“fextile centres as possible, and brmmno
large amereagen under cotton cultivation
‘and by 'the establishment of ginning
mills. «If the scheme enunciated by the
" Hon. Leader had been put into opera-
tion, we would not be in this sad plight
. to-day.
. Therefore I am rather surprised that
" the same Board of Ministers should have
. presented a report quite contrary o the
| ‘sentiments expressed by the Hon. Lead-
. er which, on that oceasion, were sub-
scribed to or had the concurrence of the
emtlre Board of Ministers.

#The Hon. Mr. G. E, de Silva: Thix
report has nothing to do mth the Board
of Ministers.

Mr. H. W. Bmarasunya T am refer-
ring to a Minister who is a Member of

. the Board of Ministers. In certain
. matters they ¢laim; collective responsibil-
~ ity, but in other matters they single out
themselves and say that they are not
responsible.

when it is inconvenient they single one
of them out and make that poor Minis-
ter the. black sheep and diselaim any
sense of collective responsibility,

A Tn this matter, [ should have fthought
" that the Minister, in dealing with this
' report, might have referred it to the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture and Lands, ‘He

_might have been well-advised to consult

3 the Hon. Minister of Agriculture and
 Lands-who is responcﬂb}e for the growing
. of eotfon. -

; 'that there is not sufficient cﬂttnn avail-

Smte Council of Ceylon

- wvoeated by the Minister in this report is = ning mill,

- when" the Searetary of State impoged

textiles into Ceylon, and there was a long -

When it is convenient to
themn, they act like a happy family, and

"The ‘whole ‘trend of this report shows
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able 'in the Hambantota area. wl;ﬂch
would justify the establishment of a gin-
It s veslly = sad state of *
affairs, because 1 believe, the cotton in-

dustry has been earried on for so many

years and there are greas not only'in the
Bouthern Provinge but also in Matale and

other plaves where the land is quite suit-

able  for ' growing eotton, parti{éiilarly
at the present time when ‘the prices of
toxtiles have increused by probably 500
per cent. to 600 per cent.

I understand that even the quotn
system which was operating some time
ago has been removed in the case of cer-
tain textiles. ' I am given to understand
that the quota placed on Japanese tex-
tiles has been removed altogether, with
the 'result that those iaextlles ‘have gone
up in price by & very large percentage.
Those , who - had & a.panese hextiles,
hnﬁrded them.: Now . once. the  ban is
remnoved, they aret making profits ’hv t}m -

cgale of those textilos.

The p_o'hjey embodied in this report is a -
very short-sighted one. The Hon. Min-
ister will prabably tell us that this report
is so many years old, and that we were
not at war'then, and that this repord re-
quires to he conditioned by the slbuatlon

obtaining to-day.

I am in entire sympabhy wm:h the
motion of the hon. Member, that every
encouragement should be given to those
in the Southern Provinee to which he has
made - particular referenge. But wher-
ever cotton can be grown, the Depart-
ment concerned’ should take an iaterest
in the matter and promote it so that, at
least in the next fesv years we ghall have
sufficient ecotbon to get our textile in-
dustry ' properly established. ' T would
st.rongly support. this motion,

Mr. R. Sri Pathmanathan (Mannar-
Mullaittivu) : Sir, the criticism levelled -
against the Hon. Minister, -by the hon.
Member for Udugama (Mr. Abeywick-
rama), is in one sense eorrect, because it
had been the practice of the Committees
eontinbally to postpone the solution of
different problems. This may have
been correct ut the time it was made, but
what was true a week ago 18 not true
now. The position-is eontinually ‘chang-
ing owinle to the condltlons brbught
aabaut by the war. | LT
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1 also agree with the hon. Member

when he says that cotton-growing should

~be one of the principal wmabters that
should engage the aftention of the Board
of Ministers. I am sorry that this

matter ‘was not referred to my Hon.

Friend the Minister of Agriculture and
Lands. T am certain that he would pay

great attention to this most important

Subject, especially in view of the fact that
‘cloth has gone up so much in price.
Few Members perhaps know that
Ceylon in ancient tinies had a very
important cotton pork. The name of
that _port is point Pedro which even
to-day iz ealled in Tamil ** Parithiturai =
which means ** Cotton Port 7. Former-
Iy cotton was grown in large quantities
in the Wanni, and in the Mannar Dis-
triet, not only fort weaving eloth but also
for exporting surpluses to India. Un-
fortunately, from that time until now
the history is that our weaving industry
has dwindled and dwindled aad the
whole industry will, in a very short time,
practieally disappear from OCeylon. TIn
Jaffna, the weaving industry was a very
important buginess, and there is g section
of the people who live by it. Unfortu-
nately I understand that there tog the
industry is fast dying out. :
8o, T would wish that, not only in the
" Hambantota Distriet, but also in the
Wanni and the Mannar District this in-
dustry should be encouraged. When this
particular scheme wag before our Com-
mittee, it was argued that the business
was non-paying. It has all gone off my
head; (it iz three or four yeurs now
since we dealt with this matter. Mat-
ters such as these must be attended to
immediately within the same year. The
report iz perfectly useless now, under
war conditions. |
‘Some of my motions have still not been
reported upon. I pgave notice in this
House of several motions as soon as I
cama i as an Hlected Member. 1t is
time that this Council closed down, We
are in a very unfortunate position. 86,
I trust that the Hon. Minister, when the
time comes—he i an excellent Minigter;
we do nob deny that—will come up to
serateh and review 'this matter once
again, with all thesc cireumstances before
Himi ; i :
#Mr., Dudley Senanayake (Dedi-
gama) : Sir, T must confess thal 1 am
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rather surprised at this particular report.
It starts with a staterent of wvarious
tacts which go to show that cotton culti-
vation to. a large extent hag not been
engouraged at  all,
Revenue Departments are reluctant to

e (ER e T i
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allow chenn production of cotton. After
reciting various facts, which go to show

Government’s reluctance to encourage

the cultivation of eotton, this report ends |

up with: the' statement that since thero
is & lack of supply, it is not advisable to
have a mill.

uses that as a reason why & mill should

not be established or the various facilities

enumerated in the report be afforded.

We are told that'

The Government, having .
diseouraged  the production ef cotton,

R s o2 S T S e oS

I am not surprised that the hon. Mem-
ber for Mannar (Mr, Sri Pathmanathan) *

asked for the encouragement of cotton-
growing .in his districh.

this report, one particular spinning and

weaving mill, namely, the Wellawatta,

Spinning and Weaving Mills does take
this cotton. at a certain rate, utilizes it
and finds it profitable to run the mills. T

do not see why a Government mill

cannot do likewise. i
There is a general reluctance, partie-

: But: there is no -
doubt that, according to the terms of

ularly ‘on the part-of the Ministry of

Liabour, Tndustry and Commerce and
generally, T say, of the Government, to

interfere with certain vested capitalift

interests. As long as certain interests
exist, particularly as in this case, they
are trotted out as a reason for not en-
couraging similar Government industries.
T do feel that if the concessions that are

granted to the Weaving Mills are grant- |

ed, such as importation of the machinery
reguired for this purpose. Government
will. be in a position to tun 'a mill
economically and profitably.

Furthermore, at & time when catton-

growinlg has been discouraged. as indi-

cated by this report, or when it certainly -

has not received  any endouragernent o -

from Government—considering the situa-
tion—if Government were definitely to

encourage thiz industry even now & num-

ber of milly can be started, as visualized
by the hon. Member for Mannar (Mr.,

8ri Pathmanathan), = After all, food and
clothing are the primary needs of any

country, ‘and Government must cater for

them. The primary needs of a eountry

- for self-sufficiency ought to be obtained,
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. and  thereforey I have no hesitation in
Jending my whole-hearted support to
i : %his motion.

Mr. D. Wa.mgasekara, (Wellgama)
Sir, we Import several milion rupees’
worth of cotton goods into this country.
According to this report, the Government
is not_gomg to encourage any cotton-
‘growing, ~ Two things are ‘mecessary for
thig eountry, and they are food and
clothing.

In the mlatt.er of clothing, the estab-
~ lishment of a ginning mill in the Ham-
'\ bantota ares would have been an en-
couragement to thousands of people who
- are plantmg cobton in that area. If this
" industry had been encouraged five years
ago, to-day we would be producing
several million rupees’ worth of cotton in
that area. DBut owing to the attitude of
Government, we have been discouraged
Jdrom engaging in this noble occupation.

Now, the Hon. DMinister 'is against
the establishment of any cotton mill in
. the Hambantota area. His attitude is

one which this Council and the whole
country would condemn. Instead of
- establishing one ginning mill, the Board
" of Mimisters should® have started a five-
ot ten-year scheme and opened up thous-
~  ands and thousands of acres in cotton
| and made this country independent of
. foreign clothing. Tnstead of doing that,
the little help they could have given to
this. industry in the Hambantota Dis-
triet has hbeen denied to them.

‘T support this motion.

~ *The Hon. Mr. Corea: There are a
few points T would like to refer to on this
yery imporﬁan’s motion, especially as
there is a very strong misconeeption with

+ regard to this report. T think T owe it

to the House to clear it up, and I am

sure the House will give me a few
minutes to Enable me to do so.

TIn the first place, T want to dispose
of a preliminary point raised by the hon’
Member for Udugama (Mr. Abeywick-
rama) that reference is made in the report
‘%o the fact that the Member who
mdved this motion was absent, although
he was invited to be present, when this
matter was considered by the Executive
Committee. T can assure the hon. Mem-

ber that there was no desire on the part

]
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of my Committee to put that in unneces-
sarily. ' Under the Constitution the
presenice of the Member is required.
He has to be invited, to be present and
if a report is to be made, reference has th
be made in the report to his presence
or absence. It is not a peculiar pleasure
of ours to mention the fact that the
Member was not present. It does n
give any pleasure to record that fact,
can assure the hon. Member; and we
only had to perform a duty which is laid
on us by the Constitution.

The other point the hon. Member
raised—that my Committee in particular,

“if I understood him aright, gave very

little notice to Members—I say is alto-
gether incorrect. 1t may be that in 2
particular instance, owing to the sudden
necessity to diseuss the question, very
short notice is given, but I can agsure
the hon, Member that not a singledmotion
iy taken up in my Committee, in con-
nexion with which a Member ha.s heen
invited to be present, unless the motion
has appeared on the agenda at least four
times; every time it is postponed: to suit
the convenience of the Member. There
were two motions this morning, where for
the third time the Member concerned did
not attend the meeting, but we did not
dispose of them; we put them off again
and informed the Member coneerned
accordingly. .

With regard to this particular motion,
I have a file here and I notice that it
was postponed oh three oceasions.

*Mr. Abeywickrama:

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: The . hon.
Member, I am sorry to say, sometimes
makes statements without ascertaining
the facts. The hon. Member charges me
with having put this/matter off for four
vears. That is not a fact. This motion
wag referred originally to the Minister of
Agriculture, and the Hon. the Speaker
referred it to me in 1941. So how can
there be four vears between the middle
of 1941 and 19427

¥Mpr. Kbeywickrama; Will the Hen.
Minister give way to enable me to make
g, persontal explanation? It is not so
stated in the report

For five years!

'

*The Hon. Mnr. Corea. Of course, it
is not stated.
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one imagine these things? Then I charge
the Board of Ministers with having de-
layed this matber.

*The Hon. My. Corea: The hon. Mem-
ber cannot charge the Board of Ministers
with delaying this matter.
ing the charge that I have taken four
years to repert on this motion.

*Mr. R.’S. S. Gunawardana (Gam-
pola) : How long did the Hon. Minister
of Agriculture take?

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: I say that the
motion was referred to my Committes
somewhere in 1941, The motion is an
important motion, seeing that it deals
with an important-subjeet. We are not
dealing with all those points, with regard
to details, However, I am meeting the
charge that was originally made by the
hon. Member. T cannot remember
“when I sent the report, but 1 am sure
this report has been on the State Council
Agenda for quite a long time.

Mr. Speaker: It was reported upon
on July 14, 1941,

"*The Hon, Mr. Corea: And it was
referred to us in June? '

Me, Spéaker: Tt \{'as referred to the
Ministry of Labour, Industry and Com-
merce on 13th May, 1941.

*The Hon. Mr. Corea; Thank you,
Sir. On 13th May, 1941, the motion
was referred to my Committee, and my
Committee reported in July. It could
not have been done quicker.

*Mr. Abeywickrama: Notice of the
motion had been given in 1987.

*The Hon. My, Corea: I cannot carry
the sing of the world on my shoulders.

Bo much to dispose of that point. T
wish {o draw the attention of the House
to the terms of the motion, but there is
ane other point I want to touch upon
before I deal with that point. 1 thinlk
the hon. Member for Dedigama (Mr.
Dudley Senanayake) was a Member of
my Committee in July, 1941.

*Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam (Point
Pedro): Let him forget his mistakes,
please.
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The Hon, Mr. Corea: Towards the
end of 1941, the hon. Member trans-
ferred himself t¢ the Commitice of

Communications—in  November 1941
This report was formulated by the hon.

Member himself, and now he’is eriticiz- |

ing it as a very bad report. However, 1
am just pointing this out as an interlude.

The “hon. Member may have forgotten

the circumstanees which led us to make
this report.

T want straightaway to tell the House,
that I am entirely in favour of the estab-
lishment of cotton-ginning mills, cotton-

spinning mills and cotton-weaving mills,
That has been my policy; that is my own

attitude towards this matter. We had to
consider this specific motion in the light

of the information which wag available |

to us. : ¢

Now, we had to consider the sugges-
tion that there should be a ginnery in
Hambantota, g ginning mill for cotton.
We had to get all the facts before we

" reported on the matter.” T have often

in this House stated that at any rate

our industrial policy is this, that we go

fin for the establishment of industries

only in regard to those raw materials
- which

are  available, wunless there
some very speeial resson against our
doing so. -We try to industrialize’ Cey-
lon from that stand-point first; that is,
we try to utilize existing raw materials
for converting them into manufactured
artieles. - ;
When this motion came to us, we tried
to find out whether there was any possi-
bility of getting any raw material to
justity the establishment of a cotton-
ginning mill. The facts with regard to

the matter are stated in my report. Tt

15 on those facts that we have reported
to thiz Couneil that it is not possible
to econsider fthe establishment of a
ginning mill. You spend all that mone};
and get ont the machinery and establis

the mill. Unless you have the raw
material to feed that mill it will be im-
possible to carry on that mill. My

is
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Committee was dealing with the in- -
dustrial possibilities of the establishment,

of a ginning mill.

Now we have shown in that report .

that the cotton available in this country,
available at that time and available
to-day 1s sufficient only for g period of



it three to four months for the Spmmng
L and Weaving Mills which gins all that
coliton. ‘Further, there iz the fact that
there is a eontract between the Govern-
- ment and ‘that Mill to supply all that
| eotton at a specified price to. that Mill.
* [Interruption.] There is 'a contract
that the Mill will buy that cotton at a

. certain fixed price.

: *Mr. Abeywickrama: For how many
. vears? What are the terms?

~~ *The Hon. Mr. Corea: I am charged,

~again by the hon, Member for Udugama
. (M. Abeywlckrama) with hawing a
© partiality for that company and with
| giving 4 contract

#Mp. Abeywickrama: T never charged
the Hon. \’[mlster with anything 11Le
that.

- *The Hon. Mr. Corea: I am sorry. [
| meant the hon. Member for Dedigama
. (Mr. Dudley Benanayake). He said
. that we have a partiality. for this capita-
- list concern and enter into agreements

with them to supply the cotton.

~ *Mpr. Dudley Senanayake: That is
definitely a misrepresentation. I said

~ that the Ministry in particular and the
Government in general did not touch
vested interests.

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: Well, the Min-
isber in particular.

¥Mr. Dudley
Ministry.

'The Hon. Mpy. Corea: That is nct a

Senanayake: The

faet, because my Ministry had nothing -

to do with any contract or with supplymg
any cotton.

*Mpr. Dudle;v Senanayake: If you

" establish a Government erganization, it

‘will compete with the private organiza-

tion that is already vstablished. I never
apoke about any contract. .

j *Mp. Rbeywickrama: We
. know that there was a contract.

did not

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: T say that the
. quantity of cotton produced.now is suffi-
" cient only for about three or four months’
" requirements of that mill. Where is the
.eobton for a ginning mill that my Com-
mittee might start? Where is the cot-
ton? What is the good of importing

State Council of Ceylon

cents for a pound of cotbon.

machinery' to establish a mill when there

18 no cotton?

*Mr. Dudley Sena.nayake. Catt.on ig

grown

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: The cottcn that
,is being grown is bought by the Spinning
"and Weaving Mills.

" #Mp. Dudley -Senanayake-:
yourself.

*The Hon. Mr Corea: We cannct t‘.ake
that cotton. i

*My, Abeywickrama : Collective
responsibility of the Board of Ministers!

Take it

“*The Hon. Mr, Corea: I am nct claim-
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ing any collective responsibility; I am-

merely pointing out the faets. The
total quantity of cotton available: is
utilized by them; there is no cotton left
for any ginning mill.

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: Even if there
was' ne cobtton gwen to the bpmnmg

- Mills, the fact remains that there is only

three to four months” supply a.vallahle in
thig country for a ginning null.

*Mr. Abeywickrama: That is, for a

big mill like the Spinning and Weavmg
Mills.

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: Then there is
the question of price. My information
is that these people are now paying 374
We are
paying 87 cents to the cultivator. Bir,
the cost of ginning, for instance in India,
is very much less: so if we gin the cotbon
here, we will have. to compete with the
price of ginning in India, which is very
much less.

Therefore we reported that in view of
the fact that there was no cotton avail-

able to justify the establishment of a

mill, we were unable to recommend the
starting of a ginning mill. If there is

‘cotfon ava;lanIe, it certamly agree that

there-should be a ginning mill established
in this eountry.

Tt was the same situation that was dis-
closed when we had under consideration

' the question of installing further plant

for the oxtraction of castor oil.  There
was no case which we could make oub for

*Mr. R. 8. S. Gunawa.rdana. An
uneconomic proposition.
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the é-sﬁajblish;ment of another mlll, be-
cayse there was a lack of an adequate

supply of the raw materisl.

*Mr. Kbeywickeama: Who has to
‘provide that? ' ' A

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: I sy, if and
when the cultivation of ¢otton increases
and a largd quantity is available, then
the industrial branch of the Government
should provide the machinery to take on
the cotton that 18 produced.  Of colrse,
it may be asked, like the old story of the
phicken and the egg, *° Which comes
first, the chicken or the ege?”’ Should
Wwe start s ginning mill because when
there is & ginning mill cotton cultivation
would expand and the mill would be fod ?
Or, should we wait for the expansion of
cobton-growing and then asz it expands,
cstablish amill to deal with that eotton ?

We say that unless there i8 8 guaran-
tee that the raw material will be awvail-
able, we think it is unwise to establish
% ginning miill.  That is the view that the
Committee has expressed. . I shall not
e at all somy if anyone says that a mill
should be established. We are quite pre-
pared to do it, except that in the face of
the facts available to us we feel that eco-
nomically it is an unsound proposition 1o
establish a mill in the present cireum-

stances. I have some figures of the
acreages-L— -
*The Hon, Mr. D.'S. Senanayake

(Minister of Agriculture & Lands) : Who

gave you the figures?
‘*The Hon. Mr. Corea: The agricul-

tural Départment.
*The Hon. Mr. Semanayake: Is it

stated there that it is from the Agricul-
tural Department 2 :

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: Yes, signed
** Director of Agriculture .
T have figures of the total acreage. 1In
193940, 'in the whole of the Northern,
Southern, Central, Eastern and South.
Western Divisions the Maha acreage was
1,274; fhe yield was 2,9921 cwt. of cot-
Jabon.  In 1940-41, the acreage wag 1,743,
and the vield 5,198 cwt.  The House will

therefore see that there has been an in .

crease of nearly 500 acres under cultiva-
tion between 1939-40 and 1940-41. and
the yield has very nearly doubled itself,
For the present cotton is & chena erop.

i
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This is the first decision that my Com-

A

mittes arrived ab after this matier came :

before it i

' The Committes was of opinion that sa thers

was not an adequate supply of locally grown
cotion, it wonld not be economieal to establish a

ginning mill un{il a reasonable supply 1was us- |
enred, and desired ‘that inguiry be made from the |

Ministry of Agricnlturs and Tiands as to whether
it wag prepared to take steps to further fhe cul:
tivation of cotton to'enable the ostablishment of
4. ginning  industry, !’ :

So, we asked for that information from -
the Ministry of Agriculture and Lands

whether. an adequate supply of cotton

ing a.ginning mill.

*Mpr. Abeywigkrama : And what was

the reply ?

*The Hon, Mr, Corea: I will come to

thab presently. Then we were told that
cobton was. only a chena erop. I am
stating the bare facts, - :

*The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: T should

like the Flon. Minister to read the reply

he received fromi the Minister of Agricul:

ture and Lands.

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: This was from
the Director of Agriculture.

Mr. R. C. Kannangara (Morawaka) :
What was the reply from the Minister of
Agriculture and Tandg? :

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: I shull deal
with that later.
the report of the Director of Agriculture.

What T referred to was:

could be supplied for us to justify sbart-

This is what we wrote to the Ministry of X

Agriculture and Lands:

I am divected to forward herewith a. copy of
& Memorandum by the Director of Commerce snd
Industries and of the decision of ‘thiy Hzeontive
CUommittee in connéetion with ther above, and to
Teqpuesh the fawvour of the vicws of the Hon.
the. Minister of Agricnlture and Iands on the

(inquiry desired by this Committee.”

And this js what we received in reply:

7 T am directed by the Hon. the Minister for
Agriculture and Lands to farward herewith two
copies of reports received from the Director of
Agricultnre ‘on the sbove menfionsd subject.”

We went on those veports.  What is
pointed oub in those reports is that at
present cotton is grown only en chenas.
That is a fact, T think. This is what the

report of the Director of Agricultue says :

AR ércaent. cotten” is. grown only in chenas.

I think that the present position is very near the
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i maximum possible expansion even on the l;a,éis
. of the most liberal issue of chena permits. - B

to allow unlimited chenas. In the circumstarices,
t is unlikely that there will be any ineregse in
‘chena cotton. i
3 Therglore large expansion in cotton growing
- In this ares can come only with fue advent of
'+« tho capitalist, That is to eay, there must be
' people of means who are prepaved to invest their
% money and their personal effort in eafton grow-
" ing in the expectation of s gross income of about
Rs, 50 to Rs. 60 per acre. Men of that class do
not exist. i
: As the Director of Commerce and Industries
. says in his report, fo-day the price paid-by the
- Weaving Mills for cotton is nearly double ths
- world price. Tt is probably possible to attract
| the capifalist fo cotton growing by fariff-manipu-
- Jatien which willl raise the price of cotton and
to ?bmﬁi'fcmr or five times the svorld price. But
ithat will put the Weaving Mills out of setion.
. Tor the preseni at least cotton munst centinue
' 10 be & chena crop and considerable expansion is
impossible. "’ ; :

The Hon. Sir D. B. Jayatilaka:
Whose report is that.?

~  *The Hon. Mr. Corea: That is the
- report 'of the Director .of Agriculture.
~ We were told by the Director of Agricul-
| tire thal further expansion of cotton-
. growing was impossible.

~ Mpr. R. C. Kannangara: Did, the Min-
isterof Agriculture and Lands tell you so?

' *The Hon. Mr. Corea: No; it is the
_ Director of Agriculture who said so.

.

¥

Mr. R. C. Kanpangara: Our agricul-
tural expert ! ’

*The Hon, Mr. Corea: Then, there is
.anather report as to how our requirements
could be met by rotational erops, and so
on. T do not want to go into that
matter, : \

+ *The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: That is
I+ rather important.

*The Hon, Mr. Corea: I do nct know
 whether it is so. There is another report
 dated August last year, in which the

Director of Agriculture states :

. The price paid by the Spinning and Weav-
. ang Mills for Grade I. colton was Rs. 12 per
ewt, in 1940 and” Rs. 12.50 per cwt. in 1941,
~ The guestion of the renewal of the existing agroe:
. menf botwepn Government and the Spfinning,
ﬁand, Weaving Mills will be raised shortly and
~ the Mills have agreed thal Rs. 14 per ewt. may
% be fixed as the price in the next agreement, if
it ds decided fo renew. )
. cipated that cotton culfivation under the presunt

¥

. State Council of '-Ceylén;._

“the revenue departicenis appear to be reluctant -

At this price it is anti-

conditions will be rﬁor,e popular. 1t éap be made

. move popular by puaraotdeing u still’ higher

price, and this method of stimulation ‘may be
wpplied indefinitely. . bt :
Assumning: thab prices can be _rﬁiséd in a pro-
tected market, which may bé an unsoind assump-
tion,
cheng cultivation for growing colton is desirable.
I am very sirongly of the ppinion that if 1s not
and T do nofi recornmend. the adoption of such a

scheme. For the prosent therefore. the cottomn

crop should occupy the minor place it does to-
day as a small money supplement fo the mcome
of these who are engaged in raising fpod crops
in. chenas. : )

1i cotton is to be a major crop en the dry zone,
it must he incorporated in a settled rotation with
or without irrigation. As & rofation crop unnder
irrigation it has now been under trial for a year
but T am not yet in g position to express an
suthoritative opinien. It can be made a yaly

crop in irrigated lands omly if lavge contisious
- tracts are available exclusively for high land

crops. Unless there is a complete change of
outlock amongst land owners, it iz not likely
that large traets will be withdrawn from paddy
in the yala season. Therefors we must look fo
unirrigated rotation for some time fo come.
 Trials carcied out during the last fifteen yoars
have proved that cotton can be grown in high Jang
rotation: but whether it is economically practi-
cable for peapants to adopt smeh g rotation has
not yet. been proved. The first {rial to determine
this point was lannehed at Kurundankulam two
years ago, and I shall shortly put forward pro-
posala ‘for a more extended and more reliable
trial as soon as T have two or three' tractor units
under my control. ARk

In the meantime. I recommend that the Hon-
ourable the Minister for Labeurs Industry and
Commerco he informed that it s not practicabls

to effect & substantial mereade of cotion growing.
(in the country in the immediate fotnre, buf that

trials will be undertaken to introduee the crop
in a schewie of rotational farming i the dry
zotte, Fwen if these trialg prove successiul, if
will be some vears before exiended cultivaiio
results from  thess f;l"ili:lﬁ\.” : :

The Hon. Sir D, B. Jayatilaka: What
is the date of that report?

*The Hon. My, Covea: It is dated
August 20, 1941,

You will see, Sir, that we definitely

the question arises whether extensive

[Tuly 29, Y942

went into the question whether there was -

sufficient cotton available then or would.

be available in the immediate future to
justify the starting of a ginning indus-

try.  Does the House think thab on that
report we, ‘4s 4 responsible Committed, -

#

could’ have recommended the establish-
ment of a ginning mill? 1 wonld have
been the first fo support the establish-

- ment of a/ginning mill i T were able to

find ‘the raw material necessary for this
Purpose. :
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Then there is the other connested point;
attention was drawn to the importance
of weaving. [Interrupton.] I am really
glad to say that there has been a Very
teal expansion in the cottage industries
we have undertaken. To take the case
- of a small industry—mat-weaving. If
the hon. Member for Panadure (Mr.
Busanta de Fonseka) were here, he would
- have borne festimony to the fact that in

the case of mat-weaving we have com-

pleted our work. ‘We are now more or
less  self-supporting in regard to that
industry. i

"~ When we infroduced weaving, there
was hardly any weaving activities carricd
on in the country, except in the schools
run by the Education Department and
the work done by the Hewayitarne

family, We fook up that industry as

from 1938, when the Department was
formed, and in the last three or four
years the industry has expanded very
rapidly. : :

*Mr. . Abeywickeama: What is the
price of a Ib. of yarn?

*The Hon. Mr. Corea:
dSeptember,  last ' year, after nearly
two years work, we had estahlished six
centres hnd several factories. We had
forty-six factories then, and to-day ‘we
have sixty-eight. A ' further twenty
factories will be opened before the end
of this financial year; so. that, there will
be eighty-eight centres and factories by
the end of this financial year.

*Mr. Abeywickrama: But where s
the cotton ? :

*The Hon, Mr, Corea: We have made
darrangements for that purpose now.
do not want to leave those people t6 find
the cotton for themselves. Thers is
every effort made to find the necessary
cotton. We have fed every centre from
ourfeotton store. We have a yam store
in which there is a very large quantity
of yarn, and to-day we are feeding all
the eentres from that store. We fead
nob only the centres run by us but also
the looms of the ‘people privately. en-
gaged in this industry! As the hon.
Member for Udugamia (Mr. Abey-
wickrama) said, it wag eertainly a wind-
fall that came our way. ‘We eould not
geb any yarn from India, and therefore
we acquired & sfipply of yarn that would

o 14— N A 16148 (dlag)
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We

machines

*Mr. Aluwihare: Well, T have the
machines. : Bl

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: Thero is ery . o
-serious  diffienlty about this  matter.

_in addition, e are developing the larger.

" . 5
ate 3

4  Prvate Members’ Motions. 4
1317

last us for a year. . We supplied . that,
yarn o our  centres and factories. g
There is however some difficulty about. -

obtaining dyes, as a result of the war. K&
*Mr. Abeywickrama: Did the Finan-
cial = Secretary  recommend  againsb i

buying ‘the full quantity of yarn avail-
able at that time?  Were you persuaded,
ouly to buy a percentage of the yarn
available ?

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: I think there
was a  suggestionn ade from  seme =
quarter that a small “quantity of yarm o
should be bought. . N

*Mr. Abeywickrama: I heard that
that suggestion emanated from  the
Treagury. '

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: Whether thére
was any objection on the part of the
Treasury, I do not know. Anyway, we .
purchased the whole quantity that was
available, it

There = are other: difficulties; for
instance, there are difficulties with re-
gard to the establishment of hand-
looms, with regard to the establishment .
of new looms, for instance, at the Matale |
centre. We are making all the looms .
here, but we have great difficulty with
regand to reeds. All the reeds have to
be imported ; they are made of copper.

*Mr. Aluwihare: We gave you every-
thing, : : B S 3
*The Hon. Mr. Corea:
us only the building,
*Mr. Aluwihare: No, Sir. We offered
the full, complete machines, =

*The Hon, Mr. Corea: That is not _
correct, : s

No; they gave

*Mr. Aluwihare: Tt is no use saying

that there are no machines: come and

tRee.

*The Hon. My. Corea: Tf the hen.
Member says that he will supply the &

We have established textils centres; and
centre idea.  We want to have what it
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 ealled textile workshops. There are four
7 ~of those workshops already in existence,
| and we are hoping to have fwo more yery
soon. In all those workshops' there are
" a large number of looms assenibled, and
we are trying to train workerr by ta.klng
thiem on o those centres. The centres
. become more or less small-sized
" factories and we have several of them

have built up an organization; we have
trained the peopie we haye set up six

centres, and in the case of textiles alone,

we have sixty-eight factories and by the
end of September that number will be
increased to elgﬁtv-ewht .

. ister moye the ad}ournrnent How 'ﬁemuse
it is 5,302

*The Hon. Ml' Corea: T have glven
_ the reasons for making the report on this
" motion that is before the House. Tt
" should not be construed in any way 48 a
¢« definite objection to the proposal.  All
" that T say is that in the ecircumstances
we had no alternative but to repmt- as
o we h&Ve done. |

*Mr Dudley Senanayake: On a pom’n
of personal explanation: The Hon, Min-
' ister said that T was in his Committee

when the report on this motion was

' made, I had no hand whatsoewer in

. making that report. 1 was transferred

" to the Executive Committee of Com-
munieations and W, orks on November 28,
1940.

*Mr Kluwihare: 1 understand that
more fime is required for discussing this
miation.
that the adjournment will be moved in
about ‘another ten minutes, because—
I have given notice of it to the Minister—
there is a very important matter reuard
ing food regulations that I want to raise?

T would hke to have that matter taken

.. up this evening,

.. ' Mpr, Speaker: We wﬂl give time to the
~ hon. Member to comment omn that
natter on the adjournment motion. We
+ will tdke ths,t up at about 5. 45 p.m.

*Mr. Aluwihare : YEb, 1! qha]l be very
grateful i that is done.’

It being

7

S’iate Cou?wml of Ceylo'n i

already. Tn the space of three years, we

#Mr. Aluwlhare: Will the Hen. Min-

Might we have the undertaking .

5.80 pom., procepdings on

i A o Y
[3uiy 2, Wi .

business — under onssdsmtwn were

interrupted, under Emcrgency Staﬁdmg

Order 2 (4).

KOLAMUNU-OYA: ANICUT AT
MAHANTEGAMA. '

The following. item stood upon the
Orders of the Day: :

To continue the dehate on the motwn
of Mr. IB. 8. Tt.nnekoenﬁ :

That in the opinion of this Council-, :
Government should take immediate
‘steps to consfruct:an anicut across
Kolamunu-oya ab Mahantegamq, it
Giratalane korale of Dewamedi Hat-
pattu in the Distriet of Kuruneﬂa]a

Report of the Emmutaw Gommsitee of -
~ Agriculture and Lands under
Standing Order 57.

The Executive Coramittes of Agrlcul-
tire and Lands, at & meeting held on
June 25, 1941, considered the above

‘motion moved bw Mr R S Tennekoon,

M.B.0.
2. The work is on t‘ne Illvebilgflt’l()n

"Priority list for the eurrent year.

#The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: This

work will get into the Priority List.

Question put, and dgreed to

CONSTRUCTION OF GAL-OYA
RESERYOIR.

The following  item stood upt;n the
Orders of the Day: j

To contihue the debate on the motion
of Mpr, 8. Dharmaretnam —

That in the opinion if t}:us Lmlncll
the Scheme for the construction of the
Galoya Reservoir should be taken up’
without delay as there is great demand -
for land in this area and the scheme
would bring under irrigation 66,000
deres and largely increase food prodic-
tion in the Island.

Report of the Executive Committee of
Agriculture and Lands under
.\ Btanding Order 57. i
The Executive  Committee of Agri-
culture and Lsmds, at a meeting held
on July 31, 1941, considered the above
motion moved by Mr S Dharmaretmm,

BB e K
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2. Necessary action has already been
taken. ~Investigations,
 and an engineer has been.appointed to
work out the details of tho scheme,

Question put, and agreed to.

JIRRIGATION: MINIPE-ELA
SCHEME (ALLOCATION
. OF CROWN LAND).
The following item stood upon the
Ordm_js of the Day: ' _
To continue the debate on the motion
of Mr. A, Ratnayake,— :
That this Council is of opinion that,
in the alloeation of Crown land under
the Minipe Scheme, the claims of the

villagers, of Dumbara, should receive

first consideration,

\Report of the Executive Committee of
Agrculture and Lands under
Standing Order 57.

The Executive Commities of Agricul.

ture and Lands, 4t g meeting held on- :

June 25, 1491, considered the above
motion moved by Mr. A. Ratnayalke,
M.8.0, : .

2. The suggestion made in this
motion is embodied in paragraph 12 of
the Report on ' the Minipe-Yoda-ela
Scheme (Sesgional Paper VI of 19409.
which has already heen approved by this
Committee. . Paragraph 19 reads  as
follows :— i

" As there is a considerable demand
for land from peasants in the loeality,
most of whom are at present landless,
and ag the irricable land is not suffi-
cient even to meet their demand, twe
recommend that the recruitment of
colonists be restricted to the peasants
of the loeality, viz., Uda snd Pata

Dumbara divisions. Over 2,000 appli-

cations have already been received

from them. ™

.QuEStion'pilt_, and agreed to.

CAUSEWAY ACROSS MI-OYA AT
; PALUGOLLA.
The following item stood upon the
Orders of the Day: : :
To continue the debate on the motion
of Mr. T. H, I]aI}ga.nti]'e-ke,— BT
That this Couneil iz of opinion that
& causeway should be built aeross the
Ne——J. N. & 16148 (8]42)
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Mi-oya at Palugolla on Ambale-Maka.

n'a@nneriya D.R. C. road.

i

Leport of the Ewecutive Commitice of ‘

Local Admivistration under
Standing Order 57.

5 3 5 il
The above motion was considered by

the:  Executive Committes

Administration st its meeting on Ogto-

ber 16, 1941,

Present. ‘ : 3
A grant of Rs, 7,800 was made for this

of Local.

Mr. TIlangantileke being

causeway under Head 77, Sub-head 43 of

Estimates, 1938.89, Grant-in-aid

Road Committees for Minor Roads.
The work was completed at a cost of

Rs. 7,797.51. :

Question put, and agreed to.

HOUSE OF GOMMONS : CONTRL
BUTION TOWARDS COST OF
RECONSTRUCTION.

The following item stood upon the
Ovrders of the Day :

To continue the debate on
of Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam,—

That this Coungil is of opinion that _

it should make a contribution towards
the cost of reconstruction of the House

o o

-

the motion .

of Commons which has suffered damage

recently from Nazi hombing.

Feport of the Financial Secretary under

Standing Order 57.

. T see no objection to 4 moderate contri-

bution towardy the cost of reconstruct-
ing the House of Commons after the
War, if funds then permit: Tf the

motion is accepted, the local representa-

tive of the Empire Parliamentary Asso-

ciation might inquire whether a contri- =

bution would be weleomed.

*The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: Merely
lbecause g Commifttee or & Minister

agrees to a certain proposal, does it mean =

that the House accepts the proposition ?
Ag far as this motion is coneerned, it in-
volves financial implications.

I might

say that I gm opposed to this motion; T

‘am not in favour of making a contribution
“towards the reconstriction of the House

of Commons.

Consideration of item deferred.
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- TELEGRAMS: EXTENSION OF
. .FREE DELIVERY RADIUS.

. The following item stood upon the
- Qrders of the Day :

To continue the debate on the motlon
of Mr. D. P. Jayasuriya,—

That this Couneil is of opinion ‘that
the radius within which telegrams are
delivered free of jporterage charges
should be increased from three to five
miles.

. Report ‘of the Ezecutive Committee of
Communications' and Works under
Standing Order 57.

Y (The motion was considered by the
- EBxecutive ~Committee of Communi-
cations and Works at its meeting held on
" February 10, 1942,

2. My, D, P. Jayasuriya was present
" @gs a apember of the Executive Com-
mittee.
3. The Executive Committee regolved
. to report that it is in favour of the
. adoption of the proposal.
*The! Hon. Mr. Eannangara: This is
also a financial measure,
" ¥*The Hon. My, Senanayake: T rige to
a point of order with regard to this mo-
. tion. An mcrease from three to five
mileg, in connexion with porterage
charges on felegrams eertainly involves
financial 1mp11catmns, and it i8 not in
order for the Council to accept this mo-
tion without a report from the Board of
Ministers.
- Mr. Speaker:
recornmendation.
*The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: That is
. true. But the motion says: °° This
" Council is of opinion that  this work
. should be done. Ia there anything that
is done ‘without the sanction of the
Couneil? I would merely like to say that
" an  expression of opinion by this
House
The Hon Sir D B. Jayahlaka* It i
not binding.
: *The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: That
. amounts to saying that the opinions of
this House could be ignored. Tf they
are not binding on anyone, does it mean
that the opinions of this House——

T PP, e

. Mpr. Speaker: We have allowed such

‘motions Pre?iously.

L L ..'L i N

State Coumcil of Ceyion

‘Tt is cnly o general
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#*The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: [ have
always raised points of order in this eon-
nexion. Hven mow I.do so for the
gimple reason that this sort of thing is
bringing this House into contempt. To
say that an opinion of this House, once.
expressed, could be ignored by the Board

- of Ministers or anyone else is not to

take the House seriously. Merely be-
cause the wording of the motion is,
** That in the opinion of this House

Mpy. Speaker: I will recomsider this
matter.

Mr. G. A, H. Wille (Nominated Mem-
ber): The executive should have the
courage to exercise its diseretion and
take ’bhe risk of a vote of no- confidence.

#The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: [ am sur-
prised at the arguments of my hon.
Friend. Taking a risk does not miean
the defying of a decision. Tf we are going
to defy a decision, no Minister should
funection. A decision must be honoyred
by the Board of Ministers; otherwise
they should resign. It is mot fair to say
that we must defy a decision after 1t has
been reached.

© #My, Aluwihare: | support the Hon‘
Minister because when the wicked man
turneth away from wiekedness his goul
should be saved glive!

Mr. Wille: According to Constitubion-
al practice, the executive is not bhound
by every decigion of the House.

*Mp, Kluwihare: They are.

Mr. Speaker: T will consider that
matter. We have in practice accepted
these motions and debated them.

*The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: That is
so. We must very seriously consider
thig matter. Very often vou find, during
the Budget debates, Members gétting up
in this Houge and time after time saying
““ Here you are. The Council passed
this item.  Why have vou not ineluded
it in the Budget?” There are certain
lumpsums provided in the Budget and
people are made to believe that alltheir
proposals are to' be given effect to out
of that sum of money.. To some extent
it is possible to do that, and the people
are happy. This is a sevious matter and

' T would like you to censider it,
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TIMBER FOR HOUSE-BUILDING.

The following iﬁém stood - upen the
Orders of the Day: i

To continue the debate on the motion
of Mr. H. R, Freeman — /

~ That this Counecil is of opinion that
dg " colonists ** and Dand Develop-
ment Ordinanee permit-holders are
subsidized with scheduled timber for
house building, 'ordinary villagers also
should be allowed necessary scheduled
timber for house building and repairs
to houses. ;

Beport of the Bzecutive Committee of
Agviculture and Lands under
Standing Order 57,

The Executive Committes of Agricul-
ture and Lahds, at g meeting held on
December 4, 1941, considered the above
motion moved by Mr H. R, Frecinan,
M.5.C.

2. The rules under section 20 of the
Forest Ordinance (Chapter 311) permit
the issue of grants of scheduled species
provided the Government Agent or
Assistant. Government, Agent is sutisfied
(a) that a free grant is necessary and (b)

+ that scheduled species are NeCcessary.

8. In the case of Proposed Reserves
under control of the Forest Department
the Consorvator of Parests is authorized
by the same rules to issue free grants of
schoduled specits. In such areas the
advice of the Governtuent Agent is
sought in regard fo the provision referred
fo in paragraph 1.

4. Free grants of scheduled ‘species
from Reserved Forests can only be
authorised in the easge of forests managed
under Regulation 9 (2) of the Regulations
under sections, 6, 7. and 8 of the
Ordinance.

5. Colonists and othery referred to in
the Land Development Ordinance are
allowed the use of trees of unseheduled
species only in cases where such trees
stand on the land allotted to them.
When such land has been cleared for
cultivation they come under the same
rules * and regulations ag ordinary
villagers, i

Mr. H. R. Freeman (Anuradhapura) :
What about item No. 8307 To reply
will take one minute.

.Debates.-

~ed to you is this:
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 Myr. Speaker: Is it an uncpposed’
motion?: Only unoppesefl motions are

being taken up now. ; &

My, Freeman: | have just got to
and the motion will bo passed.

*The Hon. Me. G. E. de Silva: Wha
does the Hon. Minister say about it? Ts
he opposed bor it.

#The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: T ami not
opposing the motion: But I am only
bointing ouf the injustice.

The Hon, Mr. J. H. B. Nihill (Legal
Secretary): We are cn ancther motion.

Mr. Speaker: I have deferred ocon-
sideration of the motion. :
*The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: I am in
favour of the motion.
I am subsidizing
~colonists and doing all

But you will realize the extent to which

What T mention--
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that sort of thing,

Wwe are committing ourselves when I tell

you that this House passed » motion just e
now without knowing the full financial 4

implications of the proposal, - That work

is going to cost ‘Ra. 31,000,000. T will
be very happy to get, that sum of money -

and start the work. I am not going to
spend out of my own pocket———

~ *Mr. Aluwihare: ‘We are on another
motion.

*The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: Bﬁt I

am in favour of this motion too.

Mr. Speaker: Do ycu oppose it? If -

nobody is opposing the motion it may
be passed.

Mr. Freeman: May I reply.
Mr. Speaker: 1t is not negessary.

#*Mr. Abeywickrama: T am amused at
the arguments adduced by the Hon. |
Minister of Agriculfure and Lands. Now
there are financial implications in the
motion of the hon. Member for Any.
tadhapura (Mr. Freeman). The Hon,
Minister of Agriculture and Tands says
that he agcepts the motion, and the
Board of Ministers and this House are
ignered. But when it comes to a ques-
tion. of a recommendation from our

R



' Motions.

~ [Mz: Abeywickrama. | A
Committee the, Hon. Minister has
- soinething else to say. We discussed a
- malter in our Committee and we adopted
- thel proposal.  But the Hon. Minister
*  Paiged a point of order in that connexion.
* It was only in’ that case that ‘the
- financial lica
glaring. -

, *The Hon, Mr. Senanayake: I am sur-
.| prised ab the hon. Member.
Member did not listen to what I said.
1 said that although I was in favour of
the imotion, 1 did not comsider the
procedure regular. - .

*Mr. Abeywickrama: Why not extend
the sanie’ concession to other motions ?

Me. Speaker: Order, please! Will the
hon. Member please resume his seat.

Qﬁest-ion 'I:_J\ut, and agreed to.

A. R. P. MEASURES IN COASTAL
= AREAS,

The following motion of Mr. S..Abey-
wickrama. was, by leave, withdrawn :

That this Council is of opinion that

the Revenue Officers and Emergency

© Assistant Government Agenta should

forthwith establish A. R. P. mieasures
in all coastal areas of this Tsland.

. Report of the Chief Secretary under
G Standing Order 57.
. A circular was issued on February 11,
. 1942, by the Civil Defence Commissioner
‘to all Government Agents, Assistant
Government Agents, Assistant Govern-
ment Agents (Emergency), the Chairmen
. of Urban €ouneils, Members of the State
. Council ~and Heads
 Departiments. This = civeular indicates
that action is being faken for the
i enforcement of A. B. P. schemes all over
the Island. i

LEGISLATIVE ENACTMENTS:
REVISED EDITION.

i The'; following item stood upon the
. Orderg of the Day: ARG e

To continue the debate on the motion '

of Mr. B. H. Aluwihare,— «

That a revised edition of the Legis- '

., Jative’ Enactments should be issued,

State Council of Ceylon

implications  involved = were.

The hon.

of Government
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‘removing 'the difficulties and inconve-
niences created by the recent publi-
cations. :

Report of the Legal Secretary under
. Standing Order 57. ‘
The Hon. the mover explained that the
“* difficulties and inconveniences 72 were
these :—

(I.) the absence of a separate index
* to each volume of the Enact.
ments: @  general  index
relating to all the Enactments
published in one wolume is
insufficient; : &

(i) where amendinents effected by
an amending Ordinance ave
embodied in the prineipal Oz-
dinance, the = omission of
reference to. the amending
Ordinance ; _

(iii.} where the numbering of sections
"has been altered, the absence
of a note to draw attention fo
suchl alteration; it
(iv.) the system of ** chaptering = has

now no | significance,  as
new Ordinances are still
numberad. ; ;

2. The Legal Becretary agrees that
the 'mabters referred to in (i.), (5.1), and
(iii.) of the preceding paragraph eause in-
convenience and diffienlty; with regard
to (iv.) the legal BSecretary prefers
arrangement alphabetically, whieh can
also be made into a mubject matber
arrangement if titles are suitably chang-

ed; in this ease all Liand Ordinances will

begin with the word ' Laand ’ and the
titles will, for instance, be Liand (Set-
tlement of Title) Ordinance, Liand (Com-
pulsory Acguisition of) Ordinance; &e.
3. The lLegal Secretary accepts the
view that these difficulties and inconven-
iences should be met when the Legisla-
tive Enactments are next revised. . Hav-
ing regard to the existing paper shortage,
the heavy burden thrown on the Legal
Draftsman and the Government Printer,

by reason of the present emergency, he .|

does not consider it possible to undertake’
a special revision  of the Legislative
Enactments now. bl
*Mr. Aluwihare: T accept the report.
I hope the new Liegal Secretary will nof
forget this matter. ) . y

=
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the accnsed, his parents,

July 99, 1942]
Mr. S’peakarﬁ Is ‘the hon. Mamber
withdrawing hi__s motipn?
*Mr. _Elﬁw_ihane_.: [ accept the repers.
[Mr. Speaker: Therefore the hon.

Member withdraws the motion.
WA

nobion is. not agreed to.

*Mr. Aluwihare: The Hon. the Legal

Secretary agrees to the motion.
Myr. Speaker: In substance.

*The Hom, Mr. Kannangara: 7The

Motion, by Ieavé, withdrawn.

ADJOURNMENT, -

The Hon, Sir D. B. Jayatilaka (Leader
of the State Council) ;
Council do now adjourn,

*Mr. B. H. Aluwihars (Matale): T
would ask your permission t6 read to you
: of a ease that ocourred in the
Matale Courts : :

A villager nained Mudiyanse of Lageala was
charged with haying transported I8 meaglires of
kurakkan from Lapoala to Raithalawala,

1 Continuing, Mr, Edvward de Silva, said that
and g sister came on
2. visit to another sister of his who was ill at
Raithalawala, They expected to. stay over -for
three or four days and broughit the 13 measures
of kurakkan for “their ‘ise during thdir stay
there, Their siek sister lived within a ration-
ed area, and if they failed to bring their own
stpply of food, they had no alternative hui to
They had no ration booke, said Mr. de
Bilva, as they were from a self-supporting ares.
The only thing they could have done was to bring
4 quantily of their supply. sufficient for them
: They did so, and
the acensed, who carried the supply of" food
for- his parents and migter, was charged.

The Magistrate said that he sppreeisted tho
diffieulty, bub he had to ‘administer the law as
At was. :

The police stated that the aceused could have
caten bread . ;. . |
. Magistrate:  Why should they buy bread,
when they have “thiir own . supply of fogd?

After further djscusginn the accused was fined
Re, 6 and the kurakkan confiseated.”

; S-ir, what T want {o put before the Min-
ister of Labour; Industry and Commerce
is this.» Our Bxecutive Committee fore.

saw this difficulty, and in our regulations

allowed  the transport, by villagers, of
kurakkan under 2 bushels in quantity.
The Hon, Minister—he ig entitled to fol-
flow hig policy—repealed those regula-

I move that the

De?)ate.s*_. '-

1 presume, therefore, thafi there is a

IR | et R R R | L
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bions.  Why ig it that the Hon, Minigter |
s not alive to these difficulties ?

This was w particular case,  As g it y
ter of fact, before this case occurred T put
this s a hypothetical case to the Minister
himself, '
be one of the difficulties, and yet, Sir,
these cases are allowed to oecur, Why
have not instructions at least been issued
to the Revenue Officers not to prosecute
In these cases? : :

4

L said that this was going to. &

Laggala is one of the poorest areas in

Ceylon, and thege people who breught
kurakkan have not only had' their kurak.
kan confiscated, but have also been put
to the expenses of u trial, of retaining a,
lawyer, and have been fined Rs. 5. TIs
that noti eriminal administration ? That
is one matter that 1 wish to place before
the House,

x

e

5

Then, the .aee-und‘_'poti-nt- is this: Mem. a

bers will remember that a few weeks ago *

the Hon. Minister told us that he was

revising the ration so that the workers
may get more. How is it that progres.

sively the workers have been issued loss?

shortage. How is it that in spite of that,

private people—capitalists—are allowed .

to purchase paddy?

_Yesterday I was informed that after
the Government monopoly of purchasing

Paddy had been rémoved, a boutique-

keeper in’ the North-Central Provinge -
bought 80,000 Lushels of paddy. 80,000
bushels of paddy! As s matter of fact,
1 was told that but for the repeal ‘of the

¥
g

ol

:

=

1

regulations, the North-Central Province .

would have supplied the Government
with 1,000,000 bushels of paddy for dis.
tribution. But what happens now?
When the Government offers R 3, the
trader offers Rs. 8.10; when the Govern-
ment offers Rs. 3.10, the trader offers

Rs. 8.20, and the supply is bonght up and

" collared .. Nothing is done, and vet
the Governtnent, when if is faced with =
this question of distribution, is not ¢on-
trolling all the sales of paddy. o
' I shall give you another instance. I
am sorry the hon, Member for Batticaloa
South (Mr. Dharmaretnamy is not here.
Bir, we have all boen grumblivig about
the/ price of paddy. The hon. Member
showed me s notice issued by the Gov-
ernment Agent which said that all own-.
ers of paddy in the Bafticaloa District

3
1
i
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[Mr. Aluwihare. |
- had to deliver their paddy at the Battica-
loa. Rice Mill and that the Government

" would In no ecircumnstances pay more
than Rs. 3 per bushel of paddy; and that
* if they did not do so the Government

would have to take steps to requisition

. paddy.

“nob more than Bs, 3.

The hon. Membei for Batticaloa told

- me that some of these paddy growers

lived 40 miles away from the Mill and
they had to carry their paddy for 40 miles
and deliver it at the Batticaloa Mill for
1 ask youi, again,

. is that not criminal when the policy of

S TIHATL

this Government is to grow tood ggainst 4
siege? T do say that just at this time
the Government! cannot afford to play
the fool in this way. You do ot restrict
your prices of tea; you do not resiriet
your prices of plumbago. Coconut is, at

. least on paper, fetching u first-rate price.

‘Why do you want to grind down the one
that grows your essential food?
We are going to starve, Sir, unless these
people produce their maximumm; and yet

. everything is, done to pre\ent these

. people d@lng 80,

Ao 3

‘talist:

I want to raise four points because
they are all inter-connected, and the

Hon. Minigter can deal with them at
once.  Now, the other point is that the
Hon. Minister, in the administration of

his' rationing scheme, does. not deal
equitably even with regard to consump-
tioh as between the srower and the capi-
On 26th June last he passed re-
gulations which require every person who
grows paddy to deliver up his ration card.
Well, in iteelf one had no objection to
that, provided the purchasing scheme
was under the control of the Government
and 1o one was profiteering,  But there

‘are those capitalists who hoarded paddy,

thousands of bushels, in their barns.
serupulously  avoids touching them. |
say ° serupulously avoids *’, Sir, becauge
of the wording of Regulation No. 6. 1

He

\ myself have raised the point over and

over again, The Hon. Minister onece
said, *“ T am dealing with that position’’
but he avoids dealing-with the man who
hoards. This is as far as he goes:

* Where any paddy field is comprised wilhin
or forms part of any cst&tc, the. Depnty: Foad
Controller (Ksfates) shall, in determining the
quantity of rico which the superintendent of
that esfate Eha:ll ‘he  authorized o purchasﬂ
during any woelk under the authority of a ration
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card, have regard fo fhe quanmy of paddy pro:
duced on the estate, .

It is notl paddy avallabl_e for distribu-
tion on that estate. How many estates
grow paddy? The fact is that the big-
ber estates have hoarded paddy and
grain. Surely where you are cubting
dowh the ration to the bone, the distr-

butiona must ' be equitable; and why

should you give preference only to the
people v.ho have sufficient money to
“* eollar '’ thie graih on the market? _
Thiere is the fifth point and it is this.
It oceurs in my own ares. I do not know
whether the complaint is universal. . It
has been said, * Give people rice and
flour ‘% -but last week the Government
did not make it their business to see that
there was flour in the retail market, In
Matale the Govermmnendi Agent and the
retail dealers complained to me that they
were unable to obtain flour from the
wholesalers. In dealing with dn article
of food you cannot afford to allow days
to pass before redress i8 given; redress
must be given at once. Afi least machi-
nery must be organized, so that these
main sbuses cannot occur. There must
always be a supply in the markets. Why
is that not done?
- I do not want to deal with the whole
rationing scheme, but I do hope the Hon.
Minister will satisfy us on those points.
*The Hon. Mr. G. C. 8. Corea (Min-
ister of Labour, Industry & Commerce) :
Sir, in the course of the five minutes
available, I shall try to deal with all the
five points raised. Before doing so, how-
ever, there is one point I would. like to
make As the hon. Member knows and
we all realize, these questions raise very
important pon‘fbs and it would be help-

tul, T think, in the interests of everybody

——I am only throwing out a suggestion—
it Members, when they have thege imn-
portant points to raise, would, if pos-
sible, intimate those points to us if only
for the purpose of looking up the papers

and having the information ready.

carry most mattcn in my head, mo
doubt

*My, ABluwibare: Why, I tcld you
about it.

#The Hon. Mr. Corea: The hon Mem-
ber said that he was raising the quegtion
of the Liaggala people, but not the other
matters.

*Mpr. Aluwihare: I am sorry. -
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*The Hon. Mr. Corea: It would help
the hor. Member and the House if that
ig done. 1 will do my best to deal with
the five points raised, with the knowledge
‘that I possess and without any reference
to papers. " .

With regard to the last point raised,
the hon. Member is aware that there are
& very large number of supply stations
‘and retail dealers throughout the country
who are distributing rice; and a part of
our flour scheme ig that this flour will be
distributed through these same people
so that it may be available to evervbody
throughout the counfry. There arc
hundreds of these dealers and supply
centres throughout the country and we
supply every eentre from Colombo.

There are sometimes delays through
transport, difficulties. We find that at
one station stocks are low and we try
b0 rush replenighmients thore, and trans-
port difficulties sometimes stand in our
way. T look into this as often as I can,
and I find that there ig a supply at all
these stations. I have not the slightest
doubt that because of delays in trans-
port stocks in some places may be sold
put. :

Flour, unlike rice, is not rationed, and
the quantities that may be sold to people
are not fixed; so that you can buy large
quantities. TIn addition to rice distribw
tors, there are other retail denlers who
sell flour. T do not say that the system
s quite perfect, but flour has been
distributed all round and in most places
it is available now. .

For instance, I was in the Ratnapura
and the Badulla Districts last week, and
I myself went to several boutiques as 1
passed along, and ‘I also questioned
Members of the Assistance Committee

I found in all these places that
there was distribution going on. The
hon. Member for Ratnapura (Mr.

" Ruruppu) will bear testimony to it if he
were here, because he spoke about it at
the meeting; several others too said so,
and I myself saw it. But there must be
one or two other places where there were
no Btocks. BTl

There are serious difficulties in regard
to transport. We have to face this fact,
that we arc living at & time when trans-
port difficulties are great. DBut I say
that. stocks are being sent out in the best
possible way.

Debates.
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With regard to Batticaloa, the position
1s this—+the hon. Member for Batticaloa
(Mr. Dbarmaretnam) informed me of it
by telegram : the Government Agent had -
no business to commandecr any stocks. %
He has tio instructions o commmandeer
stocks, ur.] if he did so he was ‘going

2
i
|

completely bevond his instruetions. As
soon. as I received the telegram I wired ©
to the Government Agent to the effect |
that he had no business to commandeer
stocks and, srequesting him to stop it
forthwith. Bub we have told him that -
he must buy as mueh paddy as possible, 3
paying up to Rs. 8 a.bushel, it he can. T °
have seen that notice which says that
if anybody wishes to offer paddy for sale,
he should deliver it at the Mills or the
various depots set up. The threat of
commandeering is not correet. and the
matter has been put to richt -
With regard to the question of inabili- |
ty to buy—the hon. Member referred to
the ease of the North-Central Province—
the Government Agent, North-Central
Proyinee, told me that he would, before
the end of this year, be able to supply
about 1,000,000 bushels of paddy.
There is the question of transport and
storage. Well, I have arranged with the
Railway, to the best of my ability again,
for a wagon a day to be made available
at four definite stations, throughout the
period, for removing the paddy. That is
the utmost the Railway could have given
us; and that is not bad. il
Apart from that, the Military authori-
ties are prepared to place at our disposal

- about fifteen to twenty of their lorries

when they are returning empty from
Anuradhapura. They have already done

fhat once or twiee. Tt is not a very
regular means of transport, bub when-
ever their lorries are returning empty,
they are prepared to allow us their use.
The = Government Agent has been
instructed  to utilize them. We are
dealing with that question of transport
in that way. W

Mr. R. C. Kannangara (Morawaka):
What about the Anuradhapura Mills ?

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: The Mills are
supplied fully and they are working
twenty-four hours a day, .

*Mr, Aluwihare: Why do ycu not

‘make use of the villagers?
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.~ *The Hon, My, Corea: We are utiliz-

" ing them. They are milling paddy.
_ We are frying to use the private mills.
too, but what happens is that everybody
tries to seize, the opportumity; and the
only way to get over it is to requisition
‘those nills, We are consigering that
" matter. When the Government Ml
. ean do it at 87 cents u bushel of paddy,
these people will nob do it under Re. 1
© or RBe. 1.20. You cahnot possibly do

" that and sell the rice to the-public at &
 low price.' Then the question of re-
quisition comes in. :

#Mr. S. Kbéywickrgma (Udugama):
Government buildings? .

#The Hon. Mr., Corea: There is nc
building available for storage purposes
. except the schools, which we bave taken
| over. L
i

I want to deal with one other point,
and that is with regard to the question
of purchasing paddy..  There is one very
serious difficulty, and that is that you
 cannot buy paddy at Rs. 3,per bushel.
T have stated that to the Board of Min-
isters: 1 have pub it up to the financial
authorities. T have no voiee in firancial
matiers. { s

#Mp, Aluwihare: Then resign!

*The Hon!, Mr. Corea: No single Min-
_ister has any voice in financial matbers.

Debates.
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There is another very serious matter.
You have to follow the mearket and——

*Mr. Aluwihare: -Why de you not
become the sole buyer? | :

#The Hon. Mr. Corea: That is another

* question. The paddy mugt be compul-

sorily purchased. These are the twa
points of very great importance, whether
paddy should be compulserily purehased
and whether it should be purchased at,
the fixed price of Re. 2.50 of Rs. 8 or |
whatever price is considered reasonable.
If you are told that you can buy paddy

_at Rs. 3.50, everyone will be compelled

to sell hig surplus.

With recard to the case of Laggala, 1
have not been able to obtain any report.
As soon as this mafter was mentioned
to me, T called for a reporb. Tt the facts
as related are true, I certuinly think that ©
prosecution should not have been
launched because people are given the
richt to take away rice on a permit from
self-supporting areas. That point should
kave been considered in the case of
people like those to whom the hon. Mem-
ber referred.’ The prohibition is there
to prevent large-scale remoyals. The
people in this case should not have been

: prose‘cuted'. I will look ‘into the matter,

® 1t being 6 p.ov,, ME. SPEAKER adjourn-
ed the Council without Queslion ptl,
pursuant to' Emergeney Standing Order
24(3), undil 2 p.m.. on Thursday, July 30.

1949,
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