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Six-20 ‘BROWNIE’ Camera Medel E

an eflicient box camera incorporating useful
accessoriestohelp you take successtulsnapshots.
A built-in close-up lens enables you to take
head-and-shoulder portraits : a built-
in colour filter helps to bring
out the clouds in your pictures.
Flash contacts are fitted, so with
the accessory ‘ Kodak ° Flasholder,
Type B attached, you’'re all set for
taking pictures indoors and at night.
Takes 8 pictures 2} x 3} inches
on ‘Kodak® film size 620.

Six-20 ‘KODAK’ A Camera

—the ideal companion for every picture-taking occasion.
Weil-equipped and extremely versatile, it is capable of taking
a wide variety of subjects. Use it indoors and at night too—
just attach the * Kodak® Flasholder, Type KA. available as an
accessory. Takes 8 pictures, 2} x 3} inches, on ‘Kodak’
film size 620.
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Wild Life Protection Society of Ceylon

FOUNDED 1804

The objects for which the Society was formed were—

““ To prevent the elimination of game in Ceylon by destruction of animals for
trading purposes, to further the interests of legitimare sport, and to conserve

one of the food supp]ies of the inhabitants.”

At the Annual General Meeting held on 3oth November, 1945, the Rules were

revised, and the objects of the Society now are—

(1) To prevent the progressive destruction of species of wild animals and wherever

possiblt‘ to preserve wild life intact in natural conditions in Ceylon.

(2] To continue the tradition of the Society in furthering the interests of legitimate

L
o

51;'101'1:.

-

(3) To promote an interest 1n the life histories of all forms of animal life and to
co-operate with other Societies and Institutions which have similar aims

and objects.

The .'§1-:E’5f1'1_pﬁon to the Society is Rs. 10 annually, pa_\.-'aH:‘ on the st October.

All  members, whose subscriptions are not in arrears, receive a copy of each number of
the Societ.v’s_ Magazine, “ LORIS,”> which is issued f?f-mrmm/[__v in June and December.

Further copies may be had at Rs. 3-50 each, at which price copies are also available to the

,\geneml public.

Persons wishing to join the Society, or desirous of obtaining further particulars, should apply
to the Hony. Secretary, Mr. C. E. Norris, Pingarawa Estate, Namunukula.
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Treasurer,

Warden

The National Reserves

HE Fauna and Flora Protection f‘\dvisor}-‘

Committee decided unanimously to oppose
proposals made for the restoration of 5 breached
tanks, one near the boundary of the Ruhuna
National Park, one in the Wasgomuwa Strict
Natural Reserve, one in the Wasgomuwa Inter-
mediate Zone and two in the Vetrikachchi
Intermediate Zone.

The Yala Strict Natural Reserve

With effect from October 1, the maritime
portion of the Yala Strict Natural Reserve
from the Menik Ganga to within a mile of the
Kumbukkan Oya was excised from the Strice
Natural Reserve and added to the adjacent
Ruhuna National Park. This territory of 38.4
square miles contains the great plains of Yala-
wela, Pillinawa, Potana and Gajabawa and
holds a very large animal population. A forest
barrier about a nnle wide along the right bank
of the Kumbukkan Oya was ]cft part of the
Strict Natural Reserve so as to prevent access
and entry into the extended National Park from
the Okanda-Kumuna side. The reduced area
retained as the Yala Strict Nacural Reserve is
now 111.6 square miles in extent. It does not
possess the vast stretches of plain and parkland,

and not 1954. The error is regretted.

¥ The Gleanings pubIrahuI in the !ur numlm of

By C. W. NICHOLAS
inhabited by great herds of buftaloes and deer
and ]AIE.Dt mlmbel of pedfowl‘ which .charac-
terise the excised maritime belt : 1t consists
mam]} of ]115]1 torest mtellupted by IOLk)r hills,
great and small, rising to 1,000 feet, and a few
l.u‘s&c parks which are the beds of old, aban-
doned tanks, and it 1s a suitable habitar for
elephants, sambur and bears. But the water-
supplies during the annual drought are mainly
rock water-holes, and under these conditions
the elephamx quit the area for the proximity of
the rivers to east and west.

The annual expedition mto unknown ground
was carried out over 11 days in June by the
Game Ranger. Yala, and a party of 2 Guards
and 4 Watchers. They were 1equzted to e,\plorc
fully Dematagala, the highest hill in the Strict
Natural Rewuvt. and :{ll the country to south
and south-east of it as far as Porana, and their
assignment included careful observation of the
distribution and populations of the animals,
systematic searching of all hills and rock out-
crops for ancient ruins and inscriptions, the
location of water-supplies and the main animal
tracks, the recording of all new topographical
and the collection of botanical
specimens of new or unfamiliar plants. This
task they carried out eﬂicientl}-’. To find their

information,

Loris (Vol.

vit, No. 1) should have been dated 1953
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way and to locate their position they had to
rely largely on compass bearings. Demamgala
was SLICCESQ‘EU“} climbed to tts summit point of
1,001 feet which was crowned by a ruined
dagaba. The trees Firmiana colorata and Fagraea
?eylamm and the orchid Rhynchostylis retusa were

in flower on its slopes. Throuohour the area
traversed, scattered Palu nef.:..,__Mzmz[Lam bexandra)
were in fruit, and elephants, bears, pigs and
spotted deer were seen feeding on the berries.
Fifteen elephants, 14 bears, 1 leopard, 10 sam-
bur and about 150 buffaloes were actually
seen, but there were signs of many more ele-
phants and bears. Pigs were present in farr
numbers but spotted deer were not numerous,
although every park held a herd or two. Pea-
fowl were verv scarce. An interesting discovery
was a spring or ooze in a plot of sandy ground
between Athurumiturugala and the Ara. This
was a Clapham Junction to which all animal
tracks and trails converged, and here every kind
of animal had watered. The water gushes out
when the sand is removed and the animals
are able to quench their thirst easily by surface
digging. The total number of water-holes dis-
covered was 33.

The National Parks

More and more people who visit the National
Parks are beginning to realise that the pro-
hibition on visitors alighting from their vehicles
and walking in the Parks, a prohibition rigidly
enforced in the National Parks of Africa, 1s a
sensible one. Firstly, it is a wise precaution
because potentially dangerous animals, such as
elephants, buffaloes and bears, may be en-
countered anywhere. Under the law, no gun
may be fired in a National Park and no act
may be done which disturbs any wild antmal.
But mere enforcement of the law is not enough :
this Department has also a responsibility to se
that every precaution is taken to ensure EI‘IC‘
safety of visitors. The avoidance of disturbance
to the animals and of danger of visitors cannot
be secured if visitors are allowed to move about
freely on foot. Many visitors come in station-

64

wagons, vans and buses, in parties of 10 to 40
persons : encounters with animals and acci-
dents are certain to follow if these parties were
to be allowed to wander about as they liked.
So far no visitor or vehicle has been injured or
damaged by a wild animal. But one fatal or
serfous accident will do injury to the
reputation and popularity of the Parks, and the
staff of the Parks have that constantly in mind.
'\,eanﬂ) the ban on walking 1s necessary it
all visitors are to enjoy equal opportunities for
observing Wild Life. The animals pay lictle

attention to motor vehicles passing and re-
passing them, but they are instantly alerted
or alarmed by the sight of men on foot. Hun-
dreds of motor vehicles of all descriptions have

traversed the Parks in the last few years and the
animals have got used to them. But, if the
occupants of a car were to alight from it and
show themselves, most of

gr eat

the animals within
sight in the open will exhibit uneasiness and
beg‘m to move towards cover and concealment.
If the oc ccupants were then to walk about, the
animals will take to flight and dtsappuu rapidly
from b]ght They will not come out into the
open again until some time after the danger
has quﬂed and all other visitors who follow
in the wake of the party which caused the dis-
turbance will see nothing. The visitor who
desires to walk about, l\non ing that the con-
sequences of his action will affect the pleasure
of others following him, cannot but be put
down as an unsocial person. In the case of the
Ruhuna Park, now visited by some
people a year, the resulc of a constderable
proportion of visitors being allowed to walk
about will mtnmbh be that the majority of
the animals in the Park, constantly disturbed
and alarmed and put to flighr at frequent
intervals, will either become nocturnal or quit
the Park for areas of greater tranquullity.
Experiments carried out both in Yala and
Wilpattu with passengers in open trucks and
jeeps, all dressed in white or bright colours and
all fully visible, demonstrated that the animals
took no greater

10,000

notice of these Pd{[IkLIIJl
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vehicles and 1ts conspicuous occupan[s than of
others. As regards colour, has never been
observed that, for instance, tlu animals recog-
nise a red car or jeep quicker than they do a
green or black one. It does not matter what
colours visitors wear so long as they stay inside
their vehicles and 1t 1s certainly unnecessary
that they should go to the expense of equipping
themselves with green or khaki clothing when
they visit the Nacional Parks.

In the Ruhuna Park there are safe vantage
pOlD[b‘ mostly bare, elevated rocks, to which
VISILOrS are penmm,d to walk tn order either
to get a better view of the animals in the pl:um
or to admire the scenery. On the summit of
one of these rocks, named ]an‘lbm?agala. there
is an observation hut for the use of visitors.
In Wilpattu there are several more huts than
in Yala, but the land being Hat rhe}-' are not on
elevated ground, and they are used by visirors
chiefly for rest and refreshment.

The Ruhuna National Park

Replacement of the burnt out fittings of the
four prefabricated Aluminium Altents, damaged
by fire on board ship, was affected by the manu-
facturers. in September and the buildings were
erected at Palatupana and were ready for occupa-
tion by October 15. They are provided with
detached lavatories and kitchens. Each Altent
could accommodate 10 persons sleeping on the
floor. These structures are mtended principally
for the accommodation of parties of students
Jl'ld Ol_htlb WhO come b} lel‘t or van. The hc“ &L—'
is 25 cents per day per person, but if less than
10 PCI SOns “’15]_] To OLCLIP\ an :"\[L’t‘nt d ﬂ'lln]n_]l]rﬂ

charge of Rs. 2.50 is recovered. Crockery,
cutlery, cooking utensils, lamps and other

equipments are supplied. From the day they
were erected these buildings have been m
great demand, and, like the Bungalows, they
are now being booked weeks ahead.

The addition to the Rubhuna National Park
of the adjacent coastal belt in the Yala Strict
Natural Reserve has increased the area of the
Park to 91.2 square miles. The Park is now

GLEANINGS FROM WARDEN'S

a boy of Kirinda on his way to the ﬁshing

REPORT

divided into 2 Blocks ; No. 1 Block and No. 2
Block, the former being lllt original Nartional
Park and the latter the recenrh added potrmn
Till a causeway is constructed across the river
and the roads in No. 2 Block are made motor-
able, permits to enter the Park will normally
be issued for Block No. 1 only. Special per-
mits to enter Block No. 2 will be issued only
to those who have the necessary transport and
the equipment to cross the river and camp 1n
Block No. 2 for a period of not less than
3 days. With the great increase in the number
of visitors to the Ruhuna Park two things be-
came necessary ; an extension of its area and
the construction of more motorable roads. All
traflic now goes up and down the single main
road from Palatupam to Yala. The natural
surface track through Siyambalagaswala and
Urantya to Buttawa is used by many cars in
dry weather and cthis helps to mitigate the
volume of trathc on a secrion of the main road.
But from Palatupnna to \—Vil;l}.‘\alawe\-x-’;l and from
Buttawa to Yala there are no alternative routes
and the stream of craftic 1s sometimes so con-
siderable as to be distul‘bing to the animals.
The discover)', in and just outside the National
Park, of the carcases of 4 elephants which had
died apparently of natural causes, caused con-
siderable anxiety as to whether some fatal
infectious disease had arracked the elephant
In the first case, on March 29,
camp
at Amaduwa saw an elephant prostrate by the
roadside and 2 other elephants standing about
100 yards away. He returned at and
reported his discovery to the Ranger who imme-

popularion.

once

Cli‘ate].}' went to the spot and found she-
elephant lying on the ground, unable rise

and in a dying condition. He telephoned
Colombo from Tissa and obrained authority
to destroy the animal. The elephant was not
an old anmmal, it had not recently calved, it
was not emaciated and 1t bore no i_njuu' orhm'
than the single bullet wound by which 1
destroyed. The second dxam\u\ was ‘I"HJCIL on
April 28 near Situlpauwa. The

was
was

carcase
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LORIS, December, 1955
again of a slm-e].ephant and death was not caused
by an injury. On May 20, the 2-day old

carcase of a third she-elephant was found in the

Strict Natural Reserve: no
injuries were visible. In August a solitary bull
elephant, which had often been seen coming to
water in the Pa]atupana tank, came there some-
what earlier than usual and lay down in the
water. Suspicion was not aroused till an hour
or so later and then a closer look revealed
rortoises peuhed on the animal’s bod\ There
was no doubt now that it was dead and imme-
diate examination of the carcase showed no
mjury of any kind. Next morning the carcase
had to be dragged out of the water and over
the bund, the jeep and several men assisting,
lest it foul the only water-supply of the Palatu-
pana staff. A further careful examination of the
carcase was made and i1t was certain that the
ammal had not died of an injury. Soon after-
wards, another death of an elephant from
natural causes was reported from the Wil-
pattu National Park ; in this too, the
absence of injuries was a certainty. Professor
AL Mc(jauahev of the Univerﬂity of Ceylon
was at this time investigating anthrax infection
among elephants and had asked this Depart-
ment for certain specimens. The Yala deaths
were reported to him and at his request soil
samples from the sites at which the elephants
had died were collected and forwarded to him.
Several samples in preservative, of fresh dung,
were also collected from different parts of the
Yala, Wilpattu and Okanda Reserves and sent
to Peradeniya.

A sad accident occurred near Katagamuwa,
close to the National Park boundary. An in-
firm old man, said to be 8o years old, used to
visit Katagamuwa off and on and during his
stay there went daily to the ruined dagaba
locally known as Nandimitra Caitya and cleared
the p1eunus of the jungle vegetation which
was growing on it. One day he did not return
for his meal, and the l\ataganmwa staft, know-
ing his usual movements, went to look for him.
T]w}- found his dead body in the undergrowth

signs of any

case
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which he was clearing. He had not heard or
seen the approach of the elephant, and the
animal too had come suddenly upon the man,
struck him wich its crink and killed him.  The
clephant was not a *‘ rogue "’ because it had
often been seen in that locality and did no harm
to anybody else.

The approach P. W. D. road to the National
Park (the road from Kirinda to Palatupana)
has deteriorated. In wet weather the deviation
over the last } mile becomes exceedingly
muddy and cars negotiate it at great risk and
with great d!ﬂuuln Many cars get stuLk
and have to be hauled out by the staff :
many turn back on seeing the condition of the
road. On December 24, a day on which a large
number of people, the Corerunncts ot the
Christmas-New Year rush of visitors, was
expected, the road was submerged and altogether
impassab]e. Several and buses turned
back : others waited hopefully for some hours
for the water to subside and then went away.
Nobody could enter the Park on this da\.
Next day the water had subsided but many
cars which tried to come thlough durmg the
next few days sank in the ruts and the soft
surface. Unnecessary expense and incon-
venience are caused to a considerable number of
people by the very bad condition in wet weather
of this appr oach road.

The majority of visitors to the Ruhuna Park
do not fail to see elephants. But large herds
dare \"e]‘}-’ Seldonl seen. On(_’ ]181‘d Of over ..’.3
animals 1s known to frequent the Akasa Cetiya
forest and another of nearly same size
sometimes crosses into the Park from the Strict
Natural Reserve but does not remain long.
In their search for food, elephants travel much
greater distances than has
been repeatedly observed that a herd with babies
can cover 6 to 8 miles in the course of a night’s
travel : adult elephants can travel much further.
Herds are constantly moving from locality to

cars

the

0[’]"1(“1' Lll"li[ﬂll]“l It

locality, but single, bull ehplmnh do not
usuall}; range so far and wide. In the dry
season these wanderings are curtailed b}f the
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necessity to remain within reach of water-
supplies and then the elephant population in
the Park s at its highest.

There are periods and occasions when few
antmals are seen out in the open. For instance,
when fruits, such as Palu, Wira and Dan, are
in season the deer and pigs will spend much
time under the trees feeding on the fallen fruit.
In very wet weather when the ground 1s soft
everywhere pigs need not come out into open
land to dig. Some local alarm, such as an
attack by a leopard or the presence of an
enemy, can stampede the deer oft the open
country or keep them from coming out into the
open at their usual times. The paucity of
animals in a palmulal locality at a parmu]at
time or period is éovcrned by a variety of factors.
The visitor who sees few animals dmm his
visit would be qurte wrong in LOﬂLllldll‘lg that
the Park is much over-rated and that its animal
populanons are small. In point of fact it is
quite unnecessary to see the animals or to look
for their tracks and other signs of them in
order to form a judgment as to whether a
stretch of park country holds many or few
A gIHl‘l&,t at the grass is
sufficient, Where there are deer or buffaloes
in plenty the grass is well cropped : it does
not flower and seed but reproduces itself by
vegetative means. Where there are few animals
to feed on the grass, it will present the appear-
ance of a stretch of close, nodding, flower-
and-seed-bearing stalks, rising one foot and often
more above the ground level, Sometimes, only
a portion of the park country may present this
appearance : the conclusion then is that the
grass in that portion is not a good fodder grass
and 1s not eaten.

grazing animals.

The Wilpattu National Park

A notable but sad event was the death of the
White Doe of Wilpattu in June. There is no
doubt that she was taken by a crocodile because
no trace whatsoever of her remains, bones or
hide or hoofs or fur,
careful search. 5 years old.

long and She was

GLEANINGS FROM

was found in spite of

WARDEN’S REPORT
which was also
From 1951
was b}' far

She dropped her first fawn,
taken by a crocodile, in 1954.
up to the time of her death she
the greatest attraction in the Wilpattu National
Park and few visitors had failed to see her.
Among albino deer she uniquc in her
pure, unsullied whiteness.

[)Llring the dr'ought the number of elephants
resident in the Park was 40 to 50, a greater
number than was ever seen there before. One
herd of 17 animals watered regularly at Borupan
Wila and another of 12 animals at Maradan-
maduwa. In addition, there was a third herd
of 7 and at least 5 or 6 lone bulls, including

tusker. Two factors have contributed to the
increase of the elephanr popu[ation in the Park ;
the improvement of the water-supplies and the
security which the Park now affords. Never-
theless the behaviour of elephanrs n \Vi]pattu
is in marked contrast to that of the elephants
in Yala: rhe}' are timid, zllwn}-'s watchful,
and prone to take to cover on the slightest hint
of danger. This is the measure of the extent
to which they have been harassed and harried
in areas outside the Park. As already stated,
one bull elephant was found dead of natural

was

causes.

Visitors to Wilpattu often see bears. They
may be encountered anywhere, from the clear-
ing round the Bungalow to the remotest parts
of the Park. She-bears with small cubs have
been seen in the months of January, March,
April, August and September. Uimilv there
are two cubs, back
and the other trudging along behind. Three
cubs in one litter have not been observed.
Family parties of 3 or 4 bears, consisting of the
parents and 1 or 2 cubs, are not uncommon.
When they are together like this, the male
bear 1s nommhh bigger than the female.
Bears are mmdmarcl) fond of the berries of the
Kina tree (Calophyllum calaba) :  this species was
in fruit in Wilpattu in 1952 but not in 1953
or 1954. The population of bears in Wilpattu
(s estimated at 250 to 300, roughly one per
square mile.

one ]ldl[lu" on l'ht IﬂOthG]
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Intermediate Zones
The Yala East Intermediate Zone

This has always been the most popular of
the Intermediate Zones, not only for its abund-
ance of game but for its picturesque terrain.
But very fev\ of the many sportsmen who have
camped in it have gone into its rugged and hilly
hinterland, full of rocks of fantastic
shapes, pr eupuea and chasms. From the higher
slopes spacious views of the surrounding country
are presented. A belief exists that the remote
park country around Lenama is the best game
area 1n the Zone, particularly for leopards.
This belief 1s c\puric:uus The deer population
in the Lenama parks 1s very much smaller than
that in the coastal plains and in the parks
round Kiripokuna : consequently the number of
leopards must also be less.

From January 1, the maximum number of
persons constituting a shooting party in an
Intermediate Zone was lmllred to four. This
was necessary to prevent the shooting of many
unprotected animals as food for large parties
and to avoid disturbance to the animals by ex-
In many cases the parties con-

CaVves,

cessive firmg.
sisted of 10 to 15 persons.

In January a party of 5 from the
Tangalla area came by sea, encamped on the
beach in the Intermediate Zone and engaged
They refused to quit when rhey
were requested to do so. A prosecution was
entered for unlawful entry into the Inter-
mediate Zone and, after much delay in serving
summons on them in their villages, they were
eventually produced in Court, pleaded guilty
and were tined Rs. 50. Two more offences h)
residents of Kumuna were detected. One man
shot a leopard in the Kumuna Sanctuary. In
the second case, 3 men entered the Strict
Natural Reserve and caprured two wild buffalo
calves. In both cases the men were fined.

The buftalo population, wild and semi-wild,
in the eastern section of this Zone was esti-
mated at well over 1,000, a number far in excess
of that which the ground could carry. It was
decided, therefore, to licences for the

HSI]EI’ITI €11

In sea ﬁshing.

1ssue
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capturing of 100 to 500 animals in each of the
years 1954 and 1955. The Gal Oya Board
was prepar ed to take up to 200 buffaloes and
to organise its own capturing operations. Local
\1llagm:~ were also eligible to app]) for licences
and the selection of those to whom licences
were fmnally issued was made consultation
with the Headmen. Capturing operations
started in July and went on till October. The

Gal Oya erd Wild Life Ofhcer assisted the
local staft in supervising the operations. Dis-
turbance to the wild animals generally was un-
avoidable, but all activities were restricted by
the SUPErvIsory stafl to the mintimum necessary
for the purpose. One very unfortunate acci-
dent occurred : a small elephant was -:aught by
the neck in one of the nooses and was strangled
to death. The rtotal number of buffaloes
captured and removed was 89.

The Yala North Intermediate Zone

This 1s the largest of the Intermediate Zones
and consists of 3 Blocks. The remotest Block,
Talaguruhela, has no jeep roads or cart tracks
and all travelling through it must be under-
taken on foot. Park country 1s absent, except
for some small, the Kum-
bukkan Oya, and the deer population is small.
Bears and some sambur inhabic the rocky
hills, and elephants pass through the area. This
Block furnishes a striking exception to the
popular rule that the remoter the jungle the
more the Wild Life to be found in it. Remote-
ness 1s, in reality, no criterion. It is the vege-
tatton that matters above all. Wild Life is
most abundant where two opposing vegetative
types meet. There must be forest and parkland,
low and high jungle, hills and grassy plams
land and wattr—th]s 1s the environment in
which Wild Life flourishes. The Ruhuna Park.,
the maritime belt of the Yala Strict Natural
Reserve (now Block No. 2 of the Ruhuna Park),
the Villu area in Wilpattu and the Veddi-

()pf?l‘l bPJCt‘S near

kachchi Intermediate Zone fulfil these condi-
ttons admirably.
Block No. 2, Warahana, once an excellent
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shooring ground, has not yet got over the over-
shooting to which 1t was subjected for several
years. Block No. 1, (;al;t Pl]mmgala 1S very
vulnerable from the point of view of poaching,
especially from the Kataragama side. Evidence
of poaching on a considerable scale on the
Menik Ganga, upstream of Kataragama, was
brought to light during 1954. Kataragama will
be the headquarters of a Ranger when the full
staft 1s recruited and trained.

The Wilpattu East Intermediate Zone

The northern triangle of this Intermediate
Zone consists of extensive park country, several
rock groups and outcrops, and scrub jungle and
high forest, and 1t conrains a large and varied
animal popu]arion But 1t was practically un-
known as a shooting ground until 1952, when

sportsmen who found themselves shut out of
other Intermediate Zones or were desirous of

breaking new ground were advised by this
Department to try this area. Since then it has
been regularly visited. During the drought

water-supplies are very deficient and most of

the animals drink in the pools in the bed of

the Moderagam Aru. One ](Usoe water-hole,
known as Sinadiya Wila, was restored : this
held water throughout the 1954 drought.

The Wilpattu South Intermediate Zone

In the past poachers entered this Zone from
the Pomparippu side and this danger will always
exist. The animal populations here are not so
great as in Yala East, Blocks Nos.
Yala North and Wilpattu Easc ; nevertheless, 1t
is a moderately good shooting ground, parti-
cularly the park country round Galge Vihara
which is now accessible b) Jeep.

The Vettikachchi Intermediate Zone

This Zone, now half 1ts original size but still
retaining its great stretches of park country,
is hemmed in on all sides by de\t]OP]‘HtI‘lr
schemes. A study was made of the grasses of
the park lands. The predominant species were
Heteropagon contortus and Aristida setacea, coarse,
poor-fodder grasses with inflorescence axes up

i and 2 of
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to 3 feet in height. The deer may eat the
tender shoots (this was not seen and remains

to be verified), but not the grown plant. The
species for which the deer were observed to
show a marked preference was the short Panicum
trypheron : this grass grows not only in some
of the parks but on the ]um“]e tdg s and on ant-
hills and mounds. The parks m the southern
part of the Reserve had greater extents of the
short, good-fodder grasses than the parks n
the northern part, and they held more deer.
Conmdelmu how heawh this Zone was pmchcd
during the “War years and again when irrigation
works were 1n progress on 1ts western side,
a large animal population is not to be expected,
and does not, in fact, Poaching. on a
reduced scale, still goes on : on every Visit of
inspection, new poadmw sites are found.
One party of poachers, which included four
members of the Royal Naval establishment at
Trincomalee, auoht after thtv
entered the zone and hefore they could do any
shooting. All except one of them paid the
fines imposed departmentally : this man refused
to pay and was prosecuted : he applied for and
obrained 2 postponements of the trial, and when
the case was called on the third occasion he had
left for England. The matter was reported to
the Naval authorities.

Most of the parks are named after the pre-
dominant species of tree grow-in them.
teresting e\’ceprions are :— Kumara Vette,
Prince’s park,” named after the Crown Prince
of (JL’IITI.:]]'I}- : Po;{v;rl Edatu Vette, ** the park
from which treasure was taken " ; and Storey
Puli Kadichchi Vette, ** the park where Storey
was mauled b}’ a 160]331 d.”’  Sinhalese and Tamil
place names are found side by side. A Park is
called Pittaniya or Pitiya or Damana in Sinha-
lese and Vette in Tamll In Yala, there are two
words 1n use, H:wr and Pelessa. In \Vllpattu
the terms Dmumm Pittaniya,
employed. g

exist.

was S00N

In-
‘ the

and Vembuva are

Katagamuwa Sanctuary

Sanctuaries are areas in which every human
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activity 1s permitrt‘d except the hunting, shoot-
(ng an 1d capturing of wild animals. The Kata-
gamuwa Sanctuary, adjacent to the Ruhuna
National Park, contains the large Katagamuwa
tank, a reservoir which rarely runs dry. During
the drought, the animals in the north-western
section of the National Pn‘k migrate in great
numbers to the vicinity of this tank, the only
source of watet then available to them, and the
tank becomes an admirable place for the obser-
vation of Wild Life. In August and September,
when the drought is at its height and the
National Park s closed to visitors, the Kata-
gamuwa Sanctuary, which may be entered
without restriction, serves as a substitute for
the National Park. At this time of the year
the road from Kataragama to Katagamuwa s
motorable without muich dIH]Ll[l[\

Encounters with Dangerous Animals

In the performance of their duties, particularly
in the Nartional Reserves, encounters with
dangerous animals are the common lot of the
staff. Close calls are by no means rare, and
the exercise of vigilance and jungle-crafr, and
not the use of firearms, has prevented serious
accident and injury in cases. Never-
theless, accidents are sometimes unavoidable
even skilled and self-reliant and
four cases of serious injury to ofhcers occurred
during the year. In the first of these, in
\V:lparru Game Watcher Sugatapala  was
bitten by a snake which was identified as a
Russell’s Viper : he became seriously ill but
recovered and was able to resume duties after
In the second, the circumsrances
were unusual. Two Watchers were patrolling
the beach in the Ruhuna Park and while
traversing the group of rocks near Silawa they
suddenl} came upon a lone, bull buffalo w hich
was lying concealed among the boulders, allow-
ing the spent waves to lap around its body.
Taken by surprise, the buffalo attacked at once
and charaed Game Watcher Sudanchi Appu
who ran into the sea, the only escape route
open to him. The animal pursued the man

SC\’CI‘HI

with men,

six weeks,
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lists.

into the water and there gored him badly 1

the thigh when he was more than knee- deep
and hesitant about plunging 1n among the
shore breakers. The Watcher collapsed in the
water and was actually washed ashore by a large
on to the

wave, and then succeeded in crawling
the other

beach. As he was unable to walk,
Watcher had to go 2} miles to fetch assistance
to remove the 111]111‘&:1 man to hospital. He was
over 4 months in hospital before he recov ered.
The third case, also in Yala was much less
serious, but only so by a hairs-breadth. A party
of officers arrived on foot at the Menik Ganga
in order to cross the river into the Strict Natural
Reserve, when an elephant in the river bed
charged out on them. They scattered but
Guard Andris was unable to avoid the ele-
phant brushing past him : the contact was
slight but it was sufficient to send him to
hospital and he was in pain and sore for several
days. In the fourth case, in Wilpattu, which
occurred on August 31, the injured ofhcer was
still under hospital treatment at the end of the
year. Guard Menikrala was leading a working
party of 7 labourers along a ]male path to a
new work site when he was suddenly atracked
round a bend by a she-bear with cubs. Before
any of the men could wield an axe or come to
the Guard was on the ground with
the she-bear atop, bitten and clawed in the
shoulder, arms and hands. This accident was
the result of a misplaced confidence in numbers.
There were 8 men all told, and normal caution
was relaxed because i1t was supposed that no
animal was likely to attack so large a number
of men. But the w ays of a she-bear with cubs
or of a family of bears are unpredictable and,
though risks are often taken in spite of that
knowlcdgt‘. f‘dtalit)f sometimes lurks round
No case of shooting an antmal in self-

his rescue,

corner.
defence occurred during the year.

Protected Animals and Plants

No plants were added to
the absolutely protected or partially protected
Large quantities of the wet zone herb

new animals
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Ekaweriya (Rauvolfia serpentina) are being ex-
ported, principally to the United States : from
this herb, certain drugs are manufacrured which
are valuable in the treatment of high blood
pressure, and these drugs now have a large sale.
The export of the plant from India has already
been banned. It was found that the Fauna
and Flora Protection Act did not include
provision under which (1) the export of the
plant could be prohibited and (ii) 1ts local use
could be permitted. The plant grows in the
low-country wet zone and the lower montane
zone and 1s a valuable herb in ayurvedic medi-
cine. The depredations already made on it for
the purposes of export have been considerable,
and 1t has already become rare in some areas
where it was common.

Five cases were reported of the shooting of
protected birds, chiefly egrets. This type of
tlicit shooting is not common. But where
storks, herons and egrets nest in colonies, as
in Giant’s Tank and Lahugala Tank, the help-
less fledglings are sometimes captured and
taken away 1n numbers to be eaten.

The grey partridge is most abundant in the
Mannar District and it certainly was in need
of a greater degree of protection in 1952. In
that year the number of birds which could be
shot on a licence was reduced to 10, and this
figure was further reduced to 6 in 1953 and
1954.

The present status of the gray partridge will
be closely investigated during 1955, and further
restrictions will be imposed 1f necessary.

The reason why the shooting of the two
migrants, snipe and golden plover, is pro-
hibited in September and October, while other
migrant sporting birds, such as the wild ducks,
curlew, whimbrel, greenshank and godwit are
not so protected, 1s that the former begin to
trickle in as in as early as late August and are
partly in by October, while the latcer are rarely
seen before November. Claims to have shot
the first snipe of the season (with the wing
as accompanying evidence) are no longer made
in the Press or in public. It might be as well
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to add here that the contention that protected
birds lose their protection and may be shot
when they are on private land 1s bad law.

The protected plants consists of (1) a few trees
with historical associations, (i1) certain Orchids
which are not rare but are exposed to com-
mercial exploitation, and (i11) an Up-country
moss which 1s very local in its habitat and also
has a commercial value. There are many other
rare and beautiful plants which are not pro-
tected.

It was necessary that a comprehensive study
should be undertaken of the flora of the National
Reserves. A start was made in the National
Parks with the taking of colour photographs of
the wild flowers and the collection of botanical
specimens of plants. This Department did not
possess the 5 volumes of Trimen’s “ Flora of
Ceylon " and the absence of this standard work
was a serious disability : efforts to purchase the
books, both locally and abroad, failed and it
was doubtful whether a second-hand set in
good condition would be obtainable in England
for less than £40. Dr. Andreas Nell, learn-
ing of the Department’s difficulty i proceed-
ing with the work which it had begun, most
generously offered to sell his set of Trimen's
“Flora” for Rs. 20 a volume, the original
published price over 6o years ago. The offer
was gratefully accepted.

The Unprotected Areas

Nocturnalism 1s the rule among the larger
wild animals in the unprotected areas. No
longer are they a familiar and pleasing spectacle
on our jungle roads. For one thing, their
numbers are much less than they used to be.
It 1s not the colonists who cause the greatest
destruction to wild life in a newly dlf\-'t‘l()Ped
area but the men who go before them to build
the tank and the channels and to clear the
jungle. But for these great losses to their
populations there should be increasingly larger
numbers of wild animals in the dwindling tracts
of forest in which they are being confined by
the advancing tide of development. As the
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habitats decrease in size, the animals decrease 1n
number, not by natural adjustments of the
balance, but by slaughter.

The Customs in the Jaffna Penmnsula made
3 detections at sea of the smuggling of crocodile
skins from CL‘}-’]O]'I to India. The trade n
crocodile skins continues. The shooting and the
inland transport are not illt‘ga]: the absence
of control at these stages of the trade, facilitates
the smuggling. It is to be hoped that with
the recent transfer of the ports of Karikal and
Pondicherry to India, the activities of smugglers
will be greatly curtatled.

Once again, very few migrant ducks vistted
Ceylon during the 1954-55 North-East Mon-
soon. Up to December 31, no ducks had been
seen in the Ruhuna Park and in the lagoons
outside it. In the Wilpattu Park, the total
count 1n all the Villus was 7 garganey.
observed that the numbers of all kinds of migrant
\Vaders were I]Oticealﬁl)’ leSS []"Ial'l i.].] ﬂ()]'l"l']i‘ll
years. The explanation must lie in the exist-
ence of exceptionally favourable conditions for
the birds in South India.

It was

Game Licences

The increase in 1953-54 in respect of deer
licences (inclusive of combined deer and fowl
licences) was 1,052 licences (67 per cent.)
more than in 1952-53 and 1,012 licences (62
per cent.) more than in 1951-52. By far che
biggest contribution to this heavy increase
made by the Hambantota Kachchert which

was

issued ggo licences for deer i 1953-54, as
against 547 licences in 1952-53 and 414
licences in 1951-52, increases of 31 per cent.
and 140 per cent. respectively.

Only a minority of licence-holders comply
with the requirement that tht‘)‘ must return
their licences on expiry to the issuing othcer
with a statement of the animals shot thereon.
The legal penalty for non-compliance 1s that
the defaulter may be refused a fresh licence,
but this penalty is seldom, if ever, enforced.

[n certain quarters there is a misconception
that the rifle must be exclusively used to shoot

72

deer on a licence and that the use of shot guns
for this purpose s banned. The form of
Licence (Form E) is the same whether 1t be
to shoot elephant, buffalo, deer or fowl. A
clause on the face of the licence reads, ‘' this
licence does not authorise the use of a smooth-
bore gun for the purpose of shooting at or
killing animal of the following
spectes : Unless the licensing authority
specifies the spectes in the blank space provided,
there 1s no prohibition of the use of a shot
gun. The matter is discretion.
He will, doubtless, specify elephants and buffa-
loes where the licence is to shoot those animals,
but he will not normally specify deer. The
owners of rifles are a very small section of the
community, the rifle being now a luxury
weapon, and to allow only this class to shoot

any

one in his

deer would be discriminatory.

It s always open to a Revenue Ofhcer to
refuse licences in a particular locality if, in his
opinion, that area has been overshot.

Special Protection for the Elephant

As In previous years, the killings in defence
of crops far exceeded all other causes of death :
they have amounted, in respect of the definitely
known cases, to 54 in 1951, 39 in 1952, 50
in 1953 and 51 in 1954, an average of 50 a year
or nearly one a week. In successive Administra-
tion Reports from 1951 it has been emphasised
that this rate of mortality is excessive and
detrimental to the survival of the species and
that methods other than shooting must be
employed to drive elephants away from crops :
several of these methods were specified. Com-
parisons were recently drawn in the Press
between practices obtaining n Africa and India
on the one hand and Ceylon on the other.
In Africa and India the villagers have no guns
or very few guns, and they would, naturally,
gladly accept any device which 1s likely to scare
away an elephant.  But in Ceylon guns are
plentiful and the villager has the right to use
his gun against trespassing animals. The ap-

proach to the cultivator here has, therefore,
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to be very different : one cannot merely give
him a cracker and tell him to use it in place
of his gun; one has to appeal to his religron,
to his humanity, to his better nature. To
achieve the substitution of a harmless explosive
for a lethal weapon by such methods of per-
suasion s no easy task, especially when 1t in-
volves much greater vigilance and activity on
the part of the night watcher. Nevertheless,
this Department 1s domo what it can by pro-
paganda through Rural Dev elopment Societies,

by pmsonal appeal to the cultvator and by
participation in night warching in selected areas
to reduce the extent of shooting. There will be
general agreement among people with experience
that herd elephants are eas{]} driven away and
that where a herd has entered and devastated
a field, the watchmen have been at faule. The
lone ‘elephant 1s a different proposition : if he
is allowed to enter and to start feeding, 1t 1s
difficult to dislodge him. He 1s also persistent :
unlike the herd, he is liable to come night after
night although he is driven away each time.
Most essential 1s timely action, preferably
before the herd or the lone animal has entered
and certainly before they have settled down 1n
the field or chena : this necessitates wakeful-
ness on the part of the watchers.

The rotal casualties during 1954 represent
about g per cent. of the estimated, total wild
population. This 1s 2 per cent. to 3 per cent.
higher than the natural, nett rate of reproduc-
tion. Depletion among wild elephants in excess
of the birth rate has now being going on for the
past 15 years. The present, total population
probably does not exceed goo. How near or
how distant this figure 1s from the biological
minimum below which breeding ceases and
extinction follows, nobod} knows. To ensure
survival of the species for posterity, not only
must the casualty rate be brought down to a
figure below the birth rate, but the virility of
the species must also be maintained. Degenera-
tion, by in-breeding through isolation and other
causes, will hasten extinction.

During the annual drought there is an en-
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forced limitation on the movements of ele-
phants by the necessity to I\wp within reach of
water. At this time there is no chena cultiva-
tion at all, and paddy cultivation s feasible
only under major irrigation works. The ele-
phams then have a respite from being shot at

by a curious turn of the wheel the dmui,hr now
comes to the elephant’s aid and saves many
animals from death or injury from x*lllagm,
guns. The present scarcity of elephants 1 the
]ngle areas must be obvious to every observant
and knowledgable person who travels in them.

It is unusual now to see elephant droppings and
broken branches on roads : the animals
themselves rarely show up. One may travel
from Anumdhapl.u to Heplmnr Pass or Wella-
waya to Hambantota a dozen times and see no
signs of elephants.

The issue of licences in the ordinary course
for the caplmmg of elephants has been banned
for a period of 3 years commencing in 1954 :
in other words, a {icence to capture w ill be issued
only in special circumstances. To enable the
Dehiwala Zoo to fulfil its foreign exchange
were to the

the

commitments, 6 licences 1ssued
Z.00’s nominees.

Exaggerated accounts are often spread about
the number of cleplmnrf. mn a lucnlir}-’. In the
North-Central Province and the Wanni Hat-
patcu, villages and village tanks are close
together, 1 anl) more than a mile or two aparr.
A herd of elephants waill often visit or pass
by the the fields or the outskires
of 5 or 6 villages in the course of a night’s
and next morning all these v Illdg_‘ew

tanks or

\’t-'anderings :

will report having seen or heard lephanrs
during the mohr An inference will then be
drawn and a story circulated that there are

5 or 6 herds of elephants in the area.  This has
happened I'l_’}\t‘;li't‘t‘”)\‘ in the experience of this

Dcparnnenr and has also been, sometimes, the

foundation for ofhcial action to declare the
area as one in which danger to crops from
elephants 1s apprehended.

Tuskers ‘are now very rarely seen: it is

pmlmlwh‘ that there are not more than about

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



LORIS, December, 1955

8 in both the Yala and Wilpattu groups of
Reserves. On the basis of Mr. Der aniyagah’%
figure of 7 per cent. tuskers among male ele-
phants‘ there cannot be more rh.m 25 adult,
wild tuskers today in the whole of Ceylon.
This small national asset is therefore a very
precious one. In the past tuskers were reputed
to be more common in Mannar District than
elsewhere. In those days the method of capture
in vogue tn Mannar was that of the Pannikkar,
that is by chasing and isolating a selected
quarry and noosing it, while elsewhere this
method was rare and the common practice was
to set traps, selection being impossible except in
respect of size: therefore, tuskers could be caught
at will in Mannar District but not elsewhere.

Offences Under the Act

The activity of the Hambantota and Tissa
Police contributed much towards the greater
protection and security of the Yala Reserves.
The areas in which poaching and trading 1n
meat are practised on a substantial scale are :—
Madhu Road, Mankulam, Tunukkai (Northern
Province) ; Wanni  Helembewa, Habarana,
Manampitiya (North-Central Province) ; Kan-
talai, Pad[)atalawa (Eastern Pro-
vince) ; Maho, Galgomuwa, Eluvankulam, Ana-
maduwa (North-Western Province) ; Hamban-
tota, Tissamaharama (Southern Province) ; and
Embilipitiya, Tanamalwila, Buttala  (Uva).
Actual whole-time professionals are not numer-
ous, I.)Ll[ t]](_‘rt dare [1"]3]']}’ owners 0{: gu.ﬂs ‘Vho
have arrangements with a buyer who will take
everything they are able to supply. Anuradha-
pura has buyers who provide bicycles and
cartridges to their suppliers. The Taxider-
mist’s not a licence to practice
taxidermy alone : it includes also trading in
the meat of non-game and unprotected animals
and most of the licence-holders are engaged 1n
this latter activity. Many eating-houses (most
call themselves Hotels) in the jungle areas serve
what they call, and what their customers from
outside readily believe to be, venison, but it 1s
generally not venison.

Kathiraveli,

licence is
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The commonest offence is shooting by night
with artificial light and the offenders include
eV CI}/ S()L[IOI‘I 111 th( LO”'IITI[[“II—\’ fl”OlTl rh{" \’V(’.][—
to-do who have spotlights ficted on their
cars to the villager who walks or sits up with
an electric torch. During the drought, poaching
at water-holes, in the beds of village tanks
and on the banks of rivers is freely indulged
The main 1ctivit} of Rangers, Guards and
Watchers at this time i1s parm][mg these sources
of water, destroying all hides and stages dis-
covered, and felling or girdling trees on which
stages have been or could be erected. These
preventive measures are not altogether suc cessful
but they do have a deterrent effect. The
detection of an offender in the act of night
shooting must always be fortuitous. A very
unusual detection was made near Tanamalwila.
A parrol party on a road under construction
saw po;uhets appwa;hmg flashing a torch,
and lay in wait for them : while waiting,
they saw a leopard shot before their eyes, and
were able to arrest the offenders together with
their bag.

There are several loopholes in the law and the
proof of some kinds of offences is difhicult.
The evidence often creates strong suspicion,
but strong suspicion s not prool'-. and the
Courts will not convict unless legal guilt 1s
established.

Miscellaneous
New Wild Life Reserves in the Gal Oya Area

By order in the Gagzette of May 1, 1953, the
operation and administration of the Fauna and
Flora Protection Ordinance (Cap. 325) in the
Gal Oya Valley were vested in the Gal Oya
Board, and from that date the Dcparrmmr of
Wild Life ceased to have ]unxdlumn in the

area of authority of the Board. In the Gagzette
of February 12, 1954, the Gal Oya Board

declared (1) a Nartional Park, l~:|1o»"."11 as the
Gal 0)1 V alIC) National Park, and (11) 3 Sanc-
tuartes, known -as the Hcmnaukc Samudra
Sanctuary, the Gal 0\, 2 \aﬂw North-eastern

Sanctuary and the (Jal O\a Valley South-
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western Sanctuary. Already the Senanayake
Samudra Sanctuary has become the breeding
ground of large numbers of pelicans, storks,
egrets, and similar birds. The Board has
appomted its own Wild Life Ofhcer and
assistants for the performame of all duties

connected with Wild Life Protection.

Field Observations
The following are translations of narratives

of how a Ieopmd kills its prey :

by Game Guard W. L.
Range—

A. Andris of Yala

I was on my way to Yala one evening and,
near Wilapalawewa, I noticed a leopard lying
beneath a tree. 1 took cover and watched.
The leopard was lying on its belly with 1ts
forelegs stretched forward and 1ts gaze was
fixed on a herd of spotted deer which was
grazing about 100 yards away. It kept tossing
its tail about but its head and body were
motionless. The unumpecting deer were nib-
bling the grass and moving slowly forward
towards the leopard. As they approached closer
and closer the leopard gradually brought its
forelegs back close to its body and kept its
head low down, but the occasional twitching
of the tail continued. When the deer were
within 20 yards the leopard became very tense
and T knew that the charge was imminent.
Suddenly, it shot forward lxke a streak and in a
flash had seized a spotted doe. It attacked the
doe from in front, threw its paws round the
doe’s neck, seized the doe by the throat with
its jaws, and clung on. The rest of the herd
ran some yards and then stopped and stood
looking on, barking and stamping. The doomed
doe stood its ground for some minutes while
the leopard ]nnm on and got its fangs deeper
into its victim’s throat. Then the doe mllapsed
and fell sideways. The leopard did not relax
its hold but pressed the doe, which was kicking
and making frantic efforts to rise, to the
round. Soon the doe lay still. The leopard
then released its hold, moved off a few yards,
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sat on its haunches and looked at its fallen
victim, Two or three times it sprang back
on the doe and bit its neck, and again moved
away and watched. Then the leopard seized
the carcase of the doe by its neck, and dragged
it, the carcase being parallel to the leopard’s
body, towards the tank. The herd of deer,
whnh all the time remained 30 or 4o yards
away, followed the leopard at a distance, still
giving the shrill, alarm call.

by Game Watcher A. Malbhamy of Wilpattu
Range—

About 7 o’clock one morning, at the height
of the drought, I saw a leopard about 150 yards
away walking across the dry bed of the Mara-
danmaduwa r'm]\ I followed cautiously, got
under a tree and sat down to watch. The
leopard had by then climbed up a Dan tree
and lay down on a branch about 10 feet above
ground. The Dan tree was in full fruic and
every day deer and pigs used to come under 1t
to eat the fallen berries. The leopard lay
pelieul} still on the branch of the tree, only
turning its head to look all around. After
about half an hour a small herd of 9 spotted
deer came across the dry bed of the tank, stop-
ping to nibble every now and again, towards
the Dan tree. The leopard becan o absolutely
still. The deer reached the tree and began to
feed on fallen fruic. One of the does
came right under the branch on the
leopard was lying. I saw no movement of the
leopard w hich was absolutely sull and tense.
Suddenl} it sprang on the back of the doe
beneath it. The doe called out loudly burt the
leopard kept its hold and bit at the doe's
throat, with each bite getting a firmer grip
on its throat. At the doe's cries the rest of
the herd stampeded for a short distance and
then stood and barked violently and stamped
the ground with forefeet. The seized
doe then fell to the ground. The leopard con-
tinued to bite the fallen doe’s throat and to
claw its body, the leopard’s tail twitching and
[055111 > from slde to side all the time. The doe

the
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soon lay still and the leopard got oft its kill,
moved away 2 or 3 yards and sat on its haunches,
panring and w.’.!tching its kill. It sat thus for
about 2 minures and then got up and walked
twice round the dead doe. Then it urinated
and scattered the earth with its hind feet and
came back to the carcase. It seized the car-
case by the neck, and walking backwards,
dragged the carcase about 20 yards into scrub
jungle and dis;lppearcd from view.

(111) by Game Guard W. L. A.

)
Range—

Andris Qj' Yala

One evening I was coming round Suduweli-
mulla when I saw a sounder of 8 adult pigs
and 7 small sucklings feeding in a muddy
pool. Almost at the same time I noticed a
leopard emerge from the jungle edge. I con-
cealed myself and watched. The leopard sat
on its haunches and watched the pigs from a
distance of about 150 yards for about 20 minutes.
Then it rose and walked slowly and cautiously
towards the pigs. which were 1n the hollow
of the pool, tll it was about 75 yards away
when it lay down flat on its stomach with 1ts
head low. The pigs were now leaving the pool

and moving towards the crouching leopard,
unconscious of its presence. The lcopard lay
absolutely still, with only an occastonal slow
movement of its tail. The pigs moved closer to
within about 25 feet when the leopard suddenly
sprang out amongst them. In a moment it
was out again, running full speed on three legs.
with one suckling held in 1ts mouth and another
hooked in the claws of its right, front paw.
It ran for about 75 yards and quickly went up
1 Malittan tree. The rest of the sounder of
pigs pursued the leopard, grunting and scream-
ing, but could not catch up with 1t. The suck-
ling in the leopard's mouth appeared to be
dead, but the other one in its paw was squealing
loudly. The sounder reached the tree which
the leopard had climbed and ran about, grunting,
around the tree-foot. Some pigs stood on their
hind-quarters and bic the bark of the tree,
making various notses. After a time there
was silence and I left my hiding pl;l-:t‘ and
approached the tree. The pigs were still there
and ran away on seeing me. The leopard was
on the tree. It had killed both sucklings,
placed one on a fork of the tree and was eating
the other.

A Visit to Yala National Park—Block 2

HE Maritime Section of the Yala Strict
Natural Reserve ceased to be a Sanctuary
from 1954, and is now a part of the Yala
National Park. Entry by visitors is governed
by certain conditions, and a special entry permit
is obtainable from the Warden, once he 1s
satisfied that the visitor can comp].)-' with the
conditions, which require the visitor to have
suitable camping equipment and a willingness to
stay at least 3 days in the Block.
The transfer of these Maritine Plains that now
comprise Block 2 is a wise move, as, whilst the
Strict Natural Reserve has, in theory, been a

76

By GORTON COOMBE

wild life sanctuary for some 50 years, in
practice, Block 2 has never been inviolate from
the presence of human beings. The East coast
old Dutch Military Road, which transverses the
whole area, s a right of way, and had to be
excised from the Sanctuary. We have, therefore.
had the anomalous position of a Sanctuary with
a 1‘ig|11 of way transversing the opt‘ﬁ Park
country, where most of the wild life 1s concen-
crated during the wet season. To add these
plains to the National Park has been an obvious
and wise move for some time. The balance of

the S.N.R. 1s lictle explored scrub and heavy
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jungle and 1s very suitable to continue as
Sanctuary. An e\plommm of this little known
hinterland is now being carried out by Wild
Life DLPHLUDLHE Rangers and guards, lhouah
all the main features have plt\.l()u:»l}, been
The Ruhuna National Park is now
becoming so popular that it 1s fast becoming
too small to. cope with the la arge number of
visitors. The opening of Block 2 is, therefore,
very welcome to the keen field narmalnr and
wild life photographer.

The obtaining of an entry permit is the least
of the obstacles that have to be surmounted
before a trip can be undertaken. Entrance 1s
only permissible from Yala, and the first
obstacle 1s the crossing of the Mentk Ganga at
the Yala ford. The river at this point is about

surveyed.

100 yards wide and for about 8 months of the
year has at least 2 or 3 feet of water runnin ng
over a soft and sand}- bottom. For these 8

months, crossing by Jeep or Land Rover is,
therefore, not possiblt‘. so the only way 1s on
foot with carts to carry one’s gear. The best
camping site 1s at Pahala Potana in the middle
of the miles from Yala.
The only well is also at Pahala Potana.

It 1s not m)-" intention, article, to
give a geography lesson, but a short description
of the country in Block 2 is required before we
proceed any further. To the North East, we
have the Kumbukkan Oya but the North East
boundary of Block 2 is 11 miles short of the
river leaving a buffer zone of Sanctuary, to
prevent entrance from this side. To the East
and South East 1s the Sea coast guarded by most
formidable sand dunes. To the South, we have
the Menik Ganga as already mentioned,
West and North is jungle, with a boundary
which as yet is only defined on the map | but

can be detected in the field by certain geogra-
phua] features. Once the Summer dlought 15
in full swing, the Mentk Ganga runs low, and
from late June, 1s ** Jeep-able,”” and continues
so until the rains break in late September or
cful} QOctober. It must, however, be remembered
that all National Parks are closed during

Block and some 12

in this short

i"{]"ld

the

PARK—BLOCK 2

YALA NATIONAL 2
peak of the drought m August and September,
when the water problmn gets SO Serious and the
minimum of human disturbance to the Wild

Life 1s very essential. So the Menik (Jan ya can

only be crossed by Jeep or Land Rover from
mid-June to end of July, and again in early
October, if North East rains are late. The

river could never be crossed by an ordinary car,
and tf 1t were man handled across, the Block 2
roads are too 1‘0ug]‘|. except for a Jeep type
vehicle. Having lefe the narrow Strip of jung]t‘
that bounds the river, Yala Wela
Plain, the first of the vast plains we were to
VisILt.

we t’l][’ﬁl‘f:d [l'l(_‘

Yala Wela 1s some 3 miles across before
reaching the next Plam of Pillinawa. The ﬁht
mile of Yala Wela is very rough and full of

holes, and consists of black cotton soil, w]m.h, n
ancient times, must have been a fine tract of
paddy fields. This ground is bog and marsh
during the Monsoon, and the pot holes are
:noxrlv elephant made and therefore a sizeable
obstacle even to a Land Rover ot Jeep.— Hete,
on Yala Wela, we saw our first Wild Life (not
taking into account the Ruhuna National Park,
which we have had to cross from Palatupana to
Yala). f‘\crua][y thouah we passed rhrouh}
Ruhuna at hloh noon on a very hot July day, we
were held up berween Buttuwa and Parnaoalh
by one of the well known Buttuwa lone bull
elephants. An incautious or noisy approach to
one of these * of unpredictable
temper may lead to a violent demonstration of
elephant 1ll humour. When first seen, the
elephant was going in the same direction as we
were, but on hearing our car engine, he sidled
nto the jungle fringe of the road and there
awaited our approach. There is nothing
actually indicative in their behaviour, and it
savours more of a game of scaring the lights out of
visttors to a varying degree as rhe humour of the
moment denmndw If met on a plain, the
elephant’s JPPI()(}L[} can be h]ah speed and very
alarming, if met on a ]LIHL\IL fringed parh or
toad the demonstration usually

old gen[]emen i

JI\L'\ rht OI m
of a shrill and all too close trumpetting, with a

short rush with ears forward and trunk curled.
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Actually, we saw one elephant, who had given
us a fright, a moment later calmly continuing
his dlbrmbed sand bqrh, with obviously his

* tongue in his cheek.

On the Yala Wela Plain,
on every plain, large herds of wild bufhalo.
For such water loving animals, one wonders
how they can exist on the close cropped grass,
which, scorched brown by the sun, can have no
fodder value. There has been no rain for
> months, and the drought cannot break for at
least another 2 months.

We saw a few spotted deer and wild pig, and
one elephant very black from a recent bath in
The deer were concentrating in the
water and the large herds to
orass of the plains

we saw, as we do

the river.
deep jungles near
be seen feeding on the bush g
during the wer weather are now seldom seen
till the rains come again.

After 11 miles, we reached Karapilu Aru, a
narrow stream of short length. It 1s fed by
jungle springs, the old and abandoned Katapilu
Wewa, and, durmt,.__‘ the Monsoon, the excess
flood waters of the Mentk Ganga. The crossing
of this stream can be a ptoblem if the banks are
under cut, but we are fortunate as heavy silting
of the stream bed has occurred and the ford is
tOO easy to Cross.

We now entered the vast Pillinawa Plain. To
the seaward side are high sand dunes, beneath
which 1s a brackish water lagoon and swamp fed
with fresh water by the Katapilu Aru and salt
water, when the sand bar breaches at the
Modara. The swamp is of considerable size, and
forms an oasis.
the lagoon, it is much liked by buftalo, spotted
deer and wild pig ; a few sambur are also to be
seen wallowing on 1ts brink.

We also saw the few remnants of the cattle,
now very wild, abandoned when Ranger Engel-
brecht died some 30 years ago. Engelbrecht
kept a considerable herd from which he
recruited the span of oxen he used for the
cape cart, in which he did all his tra\-’elling
through the Reserves. These cattle multiplied
prolifically to 200 or 300 head, and after a few
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In spite of the mild saltiness of

became

They

years, over-ran the Sanctuary.
Ln1;1ppm;1clmble

?ﬂt]t"n—]tl\, V\r’]IL-[ :l.ﬂd (_Iuil—t\
HL[L{dL]1|} during recent years, a rapid decrease
has occurred in their numbers. The dozen
black animals we saw are reported to be all that
remains after the depredations of drought,
predators like leopard and jackal, and n-
breeding, have taken their toll. These parti-
cular animals never seem to have strayed over
the rivers. Furthermore, the trespassing Tissa
and Kirinda cattle, which infest the Ruhuna
National Park, do not seem to mingle with these
Engelbrecht animals. The trespassing cattle in
the National Park are Serious
problem, as, apart from being disease carriers
they make serious inroads into the grazing and
water reserves, especially during the dr v weather.
Fines and refusing the owners permission to
enter the Park and catch their cattle are no real
solutions. Mass shooting and drumg Into
stockades and auctioning the catch is likely ro
have more success, thouk__h. naturally, one must
not overlook the probability of ** political
repnsals.

The stray and trespassing cattle problem is
Islandwide, wherever there is any cultivation, be
it tea, rubber, coconuts or village crops, and in
dealing with 1t, we deplore the lethargy of the
Central Government, Provincial Government
Agents and their othcials.

In the centre of the Pillinawa Plain 1s a large
fresh water pond, containing ample pala[abh
and potable water. Near the pond are suthcient
small trees to provide an excellent camp site in
all weathers. At our visit, the South West

Kachchan was blowing full blast, so that gusts
of wind were liable to broadcast our camp gear
and food over the plain. We spent one of our
nighrs camped here, and very pleusanr and cool
it was under a clear sky and a moon one day
past its full. '

In the late evening and next morning at dawn,
we went to Agara Wewa, a small mudd\ tank,
with bleadud bund, lying beneath the sand
dunes guarding the Northern end of Pillinawa.
This Lank contained a fair quantity of reasonable

becoming a
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looking water, and from the tracks around its
edge, was much frequented by all types of wild
life. Unfortunately, as our visit coincided with
the full moon period, many of them were
calling at night to slake their chirst. We
nevertheless saw an elephant, who caused us to
rapidly evacuate our very primitive *° Kottawata ’
‘hide of branches). Having drunk his full, he
proceeded to browse altogether too near for our
peace of mind, and the mantpulation of our
cameras. Deer, buffalo and pi.g‘ agd - an
occastonal solitary sambur, were also visitors.
But we were disappointed, and expected much
more, considering that this was the only good
water for many miles around.

After Pillinawa, the track to Uda and Pahala
Potana enters very arid scrub jungle. The road
ts reasonable, except for a 100 yards stretch,
where one crosses the small Agara Aru, a stream
that feeds the Wewa, mentioned earlier, and
which eventually enters the sea with the
Katapilu stream at the Modara of the Pillinawa
Plain. The stream was quite dt‘}f. but the road
was heavily eroded, and at this point, requires
a deviation, which could be cheaply cleared in a
very short time.

We proceeded for some 3 miles through this
scrub until we reached the outskirts of Uda
Potana, another vast plain, even bigger than
Pillinawa. At entrance, we found the
corpse of a small bull elephant, which had
apparently just died of natural causes, or
possibly drought. Carrion feeders, like wild
pig, jackals, and crows, were already busy.

Wild Life Department Ranger and Guards
had already seen the corpse, and as the aroma
was bccoming distincrl}r strong, we hurried on
across the plain. There was not a blade of
green grass to be seen, and only a few miserable
buffalo eking out an existence. We crossed a
small brackish stream, which was fast becoming
liquid mud; around it stood a flock of painted
storks, guzzling on the frogs and small fish, that
were slowly 119C0111i11g stranded by the dis-
appearing water. Amongst the painted stork,
we saw a ftew pelican, black-headed

L ]"lt’

ibis,

YALA NATIONAL PARK—BLOCK 2

open-bill storks, two black-necked storks and
one spoonbill.  All these waders h;we_ probably
come from the Villu Bird Sanctuary of Kumane.

Within a mile of leaving Uda Potana, we
reached the large pond of Katagawala—a ]1;-111‘11t
in days gone by of the well known wild life
photographers, G. M. Crabbe and F. L
Mackwood. The pond was full of
moderately clear water. We paid several visits
during our 2-day stay, but were very dis-
appointed by the few animals we saw and
nothing of special interest.

[n the past, I have watched at chis pool and
been kept very much on the alert by a steady
stream of peafowl, deer, sambur, ptg and
buftalo, and once by a pair of leopard. Then
the water was lower and the surrounding junglf’
even more drought stricken. The full moon was
one reason, but tracks are few : so many of the
wild life have left temporarily or permanently
for the riverine jungles. Admittedly, I have
not seen these famous Potana Plains for over
15 years, but I hear the solid herds of game of
African dimensions, which one expected to see,
now do not appear to exist, for reasons [ am not
competent to explain.

very

Within another mile, we passed another pool,
that of Theroruwawala and immediately after-
wards reached the well erected in 1927 for
Kataragama pilgrims during their July journey
from far away Jaffna, Trincomalie and Batticaloa.
Many of these pilgrims spend most of the year
travelling either to or from the shrines of
Kataragama. We purposc[y al‘l.';mged our trip
just before the first pilgrims were due to appear.
These are generally the boutiquc—kecpers and
others, who ruthlessly fleece the devotees at the
end of their long journey.

At Potana, travellers, up to 2 years ago, were
constderably alarmed by a large male leopard,
who was said to have lost his fear of man and
stood his ground, snarling, when approached by a
party. The leopard was said to be partial to the
remains of the pilgrims who died en route, as
many are said to each year. But no half eaten
human remains have ever been found., so the

/9
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authenticity of the tale 1s of some doubt. But,
undoubtedly, the antmal itself did exist and has
been seen by many, though not for the last
2 years. :

The well was full of water, but unfortunately,
was heavily contaminated by otl and dead [mu.«.
which rendered 1t quite unusable, though the
watchers, who .1ccomp.mud us, told wus that
pilgrims will find it quite palatable ! There is
truly a Providenc ~¢ that watches over these families
of men, women and children on their trail to far
oft Kataragama.

We had brought ample drinking water in
2 X 4-gallon carboys, but for washing, were
fortunate in having a brackish mud hole near
the camp site.

The camp site was a pleasant one under the
shade of large trees, with a view of a corner of
the Pahala Potana Plain. Unfortunately, the
ticks were bad amongst the dead leaves and
grass, and once the breeze died down at nighr,
the MOosquItoes were very tr oublesome, so t} e,
in the middle of the l'llghf we were wmpel]ed
to put up our mosquito nets. Next time we
shall be wiser to camp further from the water
and more on the open plain.

We had left Poonagalla at 5 a.m., and reached
Pahala Potana in roughly 64 hours, including
1 an hour at 3.30 a.m. for a talk with the
Palatupana Ranger. From the Menik Ganga 1t

takes 2 hours slow Jeep running o do the
12 miles to the Potana well.

By 3 p.m., when the noon heat was waning,
we took a run to Nabagas Wewa in the Northern
corner of the Pahala Potana Plain. There was a
fair amount of water, the

tank is too large for photography, being some
300 yards long. from the tracks
amund the sandy edge of the water, there was
nothing of interest drm]\mg at lhu tank It
only the bund could be restored and the tank
bed d(‘epenfd what a valuable source of water 1t
would provide through the summer drought
months of June to October ! This tank usually
dries up in August.

After a %]"lntt stay,

bth tl]f‘ extent O-

[n any case,

we Pl'UCCL‘.dt"Cl I'OLI]'IC{ l'l]t.‘
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edge of the plain and near the lagoon, w ‘hich

starts with Etheliwela and finishes  with
Mahirawa. We saw many buffaloes, pigs and
sambur. The springs at Mahirawa were not

worth vistting, as the salt water
full.

Some

lagoon was too

15 years ago, when N(‘}Irhenius and 1
were on a special trip through the S.N.R., we
paid foot to Mahirawa, or
Mahiraduwa as it 1s some times known. We
sat over the springs that bubble up from the
base of the sand dunes. We spent a whole
afternoon, photog aphing a herd of 8 elephants,
first bathing in the salt water Iagoon and then
digging for djmklm_ water from this ** place
The diggings left by
the e]eplmnt were afterwards used by deer, w hu
are unable to dig in the sands.

All animals seen were nervous of the
appr oach of our vehicle, and unlike those in the
National Park. who are now well accustomed to
the sight of cars,
As we

several wvisits on

with the ]dl‘}_‘t. nplmqa. }
the

fled when we got too near.
crossed Etheliwela, we disturbed a
leopard stalking a small sounder of pigs, amongst
them very succulent ** squeakers.” He
had been lying ** doggo ™" in a depression and
would undouhrf‘di} have killed one, 1f we had
not appmrcd We had an excellent, if distant,
view of the leopard galloping over the plain
back into the jungle.

some

The next day, after unsuccessful *;11‘1)' and
late morning visits to Katugaw ala, we decided
to motor to Gajabawa P]am. a distance of some
6 miles and perhaps 3 miles short of Kumane
and the Kumbukkan Oya.

We crossed Etheliwela and entered a 5-muile
stretch of close jund e, where the track 1s narrow
and overgrown, as it is seldom used except by
the occastonal cart. We were unh a mile or so
from the rocky outcrop, which  contains
Walaskema with its 4 rock holes holding water.
TE%as ht,qmm(d b\ many bear and Pm[ﬂi‘-l
leopard, though I have never seen the. latter,
We were near the track up to W alaskema and
had stopped to cut an over h: ainging branch, when

a fine large male bear .1Ppcalcd with a well
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defined crescent on his chest, the mark of a
* Rahu Wallaha,” according to the Sinhalese
tracker of Kumane, who was with us. With
this male was a small female. We got an
excellent view, but in the excitement of the
moment, | forgot to use my camera.

Shortly afterwards, we walked the few yards
from the track to Walaskema, and though we
stayed a while then and on the return journey,
we only saw a couple of sambur, and they did
not leave the ]LlI‘le|E‘

At the main Kema, there is a worn
ledge of rock which 1s smooth from the ancient
Veddahs sharpening their arrow heads and
knives. From the top of the rock, we got an
excellent view of the Mandagala ridge which
contains the ** Cave of the Blind Queen,’’ and
the prominent hill of Dematagala and, in the
far distance, the Kataragama hills and the
mountains of Uva. Behind us we heard the
roar of the surf breaking on the forbidding open
coast line. There were few jungle animal
noises, but a number of birds were calling.

We continued our tr ip to Gajabawa, and very
shortly metr another male bear on the track.
He was making for Walaskema, but was so
startled at our approach that, with remarkable
agility, he climbed up a Palu tree, which overhung
the track. We stopped and both wondered who
should make the move. We made a
tentative approach, and the bear climbed higher
and peered apprehensively at us from the
opposite side of the tree trunk. He could not
go much higher as he was a heavy animal and
the branches he was cow ering on were definitely
not up to weight and might well have made his
descent more rapid than his ascent. After
watching him for a short while and ra}\'i.ng some
photos, which are unlikely to register any thing,
we shot under the tree at speed. This brought
the bear down the tree and qmd\h off in Fu”
We continued to (Ja}al awa, but this
It was a dust

we I I

next

flight.
plam was singularly uninteresting.
bowl, w 1th{)ur any feature to ulu:\"rhc monotony
OF near l}" one lhllt.‘ [_l.n]f_‘bh one [OOk |'IO|._|C(‘_\ 0{.'
about 100 buffaloes, who formed phalanx
gazing at our approach.

Havmg nearly gor bogged in the middle of

YALA NATIONAL PARK—BLOCK 2

the p|nin in soft black mud with a thin d]'}'
crust, we decided to start the return trip.  This
uneventful recurn we ;1ccomp|i~;hec] just before
dusk. The sun was setting behind the Uva
Mountains. We could see distant lightning of a
thunder storm which, we hoped, was producing
Lll.‘gt‘ntly 1‘cqtli1'ed rain 1n the tea district.

The next morning we broke camp, as we had
seen all we wanted, and the quantity of wild
life was disa}‘-poinring, We moved camp to
Pillinawa, to which I have already referred.
The night here was cold, as we were camped out
on the open plain unsheltered from a heavy
South West gale, the kachchan which blows
perpetually in this coastal belt. In the early
hours, we were glad to get under a blanket.

Next morning, at dawn, we p;u'cl one final
visit to Agara Wewa, but once again we were
dnappomred The animals have become noc-
turnal due to the full moon. At our return to
camp, we were amused to find our servant and
driver cowering behind the tent watching an
old elephant cautiously approaching the fresh
water pond, alongside which we had camped.
The elephant had spotted the camp, but was
determined to have a drink. He was within
50 yards of the camp and water, when we
appt‘art‘d trom the ijgle in the Land Rover.
The elephant lost his nerve and, with much
crumpeting, bolted back to the jungle edge,
where he remained while trumpetting and
generally registering  frustrated indignation.
He soon departed for other water, probably the
ff\g,ara Wewa, from which we have just come.

Ve had breakfast, broke camp and started
our return journey. A refreshing bathe in the
Menik Ganga en route and a ptenic lunch,
followed by 5 hours motoring, got us home at
dusk.

We enjoyed our 3-day visit to block 2,
though the amount of wild life seen was dis-
appointing, when judged by the standard
former dry weather trips. The (p
fornmatcl\ coinctded with the full moon, but
was unavoidable. Later in July would
have been better, but the country would have
been disturbed by Kataragama pflmum who
were due to appear the next week.

tn-

this
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Beche-De-Mer—the Sea’s Strangest Animal

SEA—SLU(}S ‘Holothurians) are found 1n
abundance not only off the north coast of
Ceylon—tfor example, 1n the seas of the Ten-
mararadchi and Island Divisions from where they
used to be exported to [ndia—Dbut also on the
East Coast around places like Kalkudah and

Passekudah.

By S, NV @B

black leather. I even
wondered if they were crude roll-cutlets, or the
long, black, dried-up pods of some plant.
Some boys might have mistaken them for blacI\’:
aluwa '’ or form of
confectionery.

Careful

holsters covered with

" muscat some other

examination, however, showed that

Sea-slugs, some of them coated with sand, are lying

When [ first came across them years ago,
before I had made a study of them, they looked
SO fu[my——and [ did not realise that ['iilt’}' were
live creatures of the sea. They seemed to me
like rolls of cow-dung, or badly-scufted litcle
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scattered on the Passekudab beach Jurmﬁg cbb-tide.

they were sea-slugs, which the Tamils called
““ kadal-addai.”” The people round about did
not eat them though they caught for food
crabs, fishes and lobsters which abounded in
the neighbourhood.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



But whatever the case may be, the co-operative
societies of the Batticaloa District help
Ceylon by helping traders to buy them up to be
exported to China and Japan and thus increase
our revenue.

Some notes on the Beche-de-mer
exported as "' trepang ' for the making of soup
and other food preparations, especially m some
of the far-Eastern countries) will be of interest.
These sea-slugs found in our coral strands and
reefs, and called also ** sea cucumbers " by some
people are a species of echinoderms living 1n
the sand mud and seaweed among the rocks.

In size about 2 to 12 inches length, and
usually picked up at ebb-tide, they once used to
be dried and exporred in large quantities as
“* beche-de-mer " or “‘trepang’’ to far-off China,
like the Edible Birds’ nests (which are
used to make soup) they are regarded as a great
delicacy. The Chinese, after boiling the slugs
with sea-weed, shark’s fins, edible-birds’
and other strange things,
which they regard as a luxury.

Queer creatures these " sea-puddings
sometimes lying quite still and looking lifeless,
and at other times, not 0111}’ SUTTing themselves
and rolling over, but bending and twisting
about. And when the}: want to move, It

can

which 1s

where,

nests
make them into soup

are
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THE

HREE mmikm's sat on a coconut tree
Dmmmm Ibmm f/m.’ are said to bf

Said one to the orﬁe " Now lufen, you :‘u-o !
There's a certain rumour that can't be true :
That man descends from our noble race.

The very idea ! It's a dire disprace !

No monkey ever deserted his wife,
Starved bis baby, and ruined bis i
And another rﬁuw :
A monk build a fence round a coconut tree
And let the coconuts go to waste,

ife.

You'll never see

MONKEY'S

THE MONKEY'S VIEWPOINT
great fun to watch them bunching and H'[I'{i['l':hl.l]ﬂ
themselves, and even changing their shape in a
most peculiar manner. F (’Ld[n:._' chiefly on coral
insects they live by suction, and possess the
simplest possible anatomy.

One will notice that when disturbed,
sea-slug imbibes and ejects through its three-
LOII'IL‘]LCI mouth a great quantity of water. It
even discharges the contents of its stomach—
sand, small stones and coral and
shells—until 1t 1s reduced ro a flaccid mass.

And then, by reimbibing water, it inflates
itself to its original size. Rows of tube feet help
the sea- a]ua to wal alona thoug{h very, Very
slowly. Another l‘emml\ablt 1hmh that,
round the mouth, the lazy creature gradually
unfolds a circlet of delicate tentacles which are
used to secure food.

More interesting than all that is the fact that
th‘: sea- \[UU OLLJ\]U]'IFIH\' tI—I]'_O‘\N ;l\’\-[l} All 11—"\
01;.111\—1110L1r|1 tentacles and all-reserving only
the empty skin-covering and giving one the
RPPEE{'HHC{" UF d \-’\."hi\:h haS
committed suicide.

f\l"lL-I f]'lt’l], St]'al'lg(_‘.l}' el]()[lgh. if ]'(‘.-—gl'O“’S ir:’-
lost parts.  Not infrequently (naturalists tell us
it breaks itself into two, and then each half,
moving oft becomes a separate sea-slug.

the

comminuted

IH

strange creature

VIEWPOINT.

b:bf‘Hmn all other monks to taste.

| f\,f if 1 put a fence round this tree
Starvation woul d force you to \turl rom me.
Here's another H*mo a monk won't do :

Go out at mg/ﬂ mm’ get in a stew :

Or use a gun or rhrb or knife

To take some other monkey's life.

Yes, man descended, but here’s my ;‘uu

He didn't, Brorfm descend from us.

AUTHOR UNKNOWN.
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The Ruhuna National Park

E were able to visit this Park for a few

days in January, 1954, and m April this
year. lt was quite wet in .January and there
myriads of migrant waders round the
hgoom. In April this year there had been no
rain for some weeks '1ncl the migrants had left
or were leaving. We saw Only a few waders
which we could not identify, a few Greenshanks
and Marsh-sandpipers and one flock of Golden
Plover, with black patches on the underparts,
and apparently ready to leave for their nesting

were

I]kl[[llls.

The Park 1s now 911}
a strict National Reserve,
severely restricted, on the other side of the
Mentk Ganga. The area s well roaded and,
in addition, there are a number of jeepable
tracks. Visitors are not allowed to leave their
vehicles except at specified points and a tracker
has to accompany each party. The enforcement
of this rule has resulted in the animals becoming
improvement which
January

square miles and adjoins
to which access (s

much less shy, an was
noticeable to us as compared even with
last year. One tends to think of Yala as a large
uniform area wich low rainfall (the average 1s a
little under 30 inches a year) but, on cleser
acquaintance, one finds it to consist of areas of
very different character, each with 1ts appro-
plnte bird life. There are three bungalows for
visitors to the Park ; one by the sea at Buttuwa,
with a large rock m front of it ; one at Yala
ieself, by the Mentik Ganga with large trees
around 1t and high forest in the Strict Natural
Reserve on the opposite side of the river and
the other at Palatupana, at the entrance to the
Park, in sandy scrub-jungle. At Buttuwa, we
saw tl_le Ct’ ]011 ‘\\'\"3]10\’\#"‘1. h;‘l\’\"klnc f()l ||1"\Ctt"‘
over the Imk, and babblers of various kinds but
otherwise only the white-eyes, sunbirds, bulbuls,
ﬁox-ver.‘—peckers and other common species which
can be seen even in Colombo. We saw no
pigeons and no peaiovx] roosted near, though
some visited the vicinity during the day. A
single black-necked stork hequenred the open
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By H. E. PERIES

stretch of water near Buttuwa and we also saw
an Indian Darter, drying its wings 1in 1ts
characteristic attitude.

In addition to the small depressions and
marshes filled during the rains, there are tanks
at Wilpalawewa and Uraniyawewa and a large
water-hole at Deberagaswela w 'hich contain
water throughout the year.

Each of these carries a population of snake-
birds, jacanas, little cormorants and grey heron
we did not see the purple heron here), and
the open stretches  black-winged
stilts, ¢ and pond herons. The
migrant ducks and whistling teal also wvisit
these places.

Palatupana stands in a sandier area with scrub-
jungle and open, The sloping
pebbl} areas around small tanks which fill with
water in the rainy season burt are dry for the rest

shallower,
oreenshanks

sandy areas.

of the year, have numerous ]ame and lesser
sand- p[mers RII'[O‘tCl and Kentish- leeh are
also common and finch-larks abound. We also
saw a colony of Baya weav er-birds building their

nests.
and

A great stone- plover was here in April
].‘nual} we saw both stone-plover and
the stone—curfﬂv.

The road between Buttuwa and Yala passes
through the plains. These consist of open
stretches of grass land with 1solated pockets of
where buffaloes wallow, and clumps of
In these, the pied fan-tailed flycatchers
are common. The yellow-fronted woodpecker
also frequents these areas and we saw numerous
peafowl and, by the roadside, particularly afrer
rain, the Ceylon jungl?—i"o\-\-’l. We also saw
what we thmmllt
Baza. It was too light coloured for an adult and
Wait says that that species l\{cpa to the up-
[t obliged us by sitting for its
portrait. A crested (ulon Thawk- eaolc also
obliged us but, in my excitement, I must have
shaken the camera.

Peafowl roosted in the high trees
Mentk Ganga and we heard their

water,
LIEES,

was an imimature ILUUt S

country areas.

besides the
characteristic
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EHE

calls from about 4.30 a.m. in
One of our party found a p(‘ahen'ﬁ nest, with
four eggs, in the undergrowth by the side of the
bungalO\-\-. We \V&l’t]'ltd a pcamd\ dancing to a
single hen but an attempt to photogr aph 1t, 1n
colour, was a failure

Peafowl seemed to Pl‘t‘rCl' gl‘ound with more
undergrowth than the Ceylon jungle-fowl, many
of which were to be seen. On the Menik (J‘msﬁd

L ht‘ maorii Hg.

a pair of pied kingfishers fished together.
They must have had a nest in the bank. We
also saw a smUlc stork-billed kingfisher and 1

had a glimpse of the three-toed H\,Iﬂg low over
the river. We were told he paid a call at the
bungalow bur all of us were uur A pair of
Lhe«.mur headed bee-eaters were
on the trees beside the Yala bunmlow and there
were also many Ceylon green bee-eaters. The
blue-tailed bee-caters have generally left Ceylon
by Apnl The pigmy \\OOdPE‘LI\tI visited the
Lnsje rain-trees beside the river in the bungalow
compound. The green barbet and t

L L’dll"lg \ OLIHCr

the y rellow-

fronted barbet were also common in this part of

the Park which has tall trees. The three common
sun-birds and the small Ceylon \J\-’hire-cyc were
found here too and we heard several shamas but
could not see them. We heard the
nightjars but did not know enough of their call
ro Jdcnrli)
eyes, shining on the road, one evening when we
returned late. The black crow was all too
common but, surprisingly, the house Sparrow

also

the species, and we saw their red

RUHUNA NATIONAL PARK IN 1926

had not yet established itself. There were
(ftt}’](m mynas also but we saw no Bl‘ahmin}'
mynas on this visit. During our January visit,
we saw both Brahminy mynas and rosy pastors

The green 1mperial-pigeon was a ﬁ"equenr
visitor and roosted in the trees by the Menik
Ganga and the common green-pigeons were also
hequmrlx, seen. The road to Situlpaluwa passes
through high forests. Here we saw the orange
t and the e green-billed malkoha and shamas
We met with

They had

minive
flew across the track, frequently.
%IIIPHHIHUI\ few pl.mm\ cuckoos.
been quite common in January.

We attempted a number of photographs both
in black and white and also in colour. The
colour shots of animals disappointing
because, almost 11'1\';11'1':1[)1)." the animals were in
partial shadow which was much too contrasting
for colour film. With birds, rhmlgh I used a
20 C.m. rclcphoro on a Leica, the attempt to
locate the bird in the photographs was often a
fatlure. We were luckier with colour shots of
birds and the enlargements one gets, by
projecting a transparency, are of course out of
the question with black and white.

Finally on our way back, near Hambantora,
we saw for the first time the unforgettable sight
of a large flight of flamingoes, cir Llll‘}}_‘ round and
round abm one of the ]amom Our coloured
photographs did come out but do not do justice

were

to the amazing reds, pinks, blacks and whites
of these magnificent birds.

The Ruhuna National Park in 1926

NoTE BY EDITOR.—The following account of «
shooting trip describes conditions in the tract oj
country that is now the Rubuna National Park.
When visited by Mr. and Mrs. Tutein-Nolthenius

in 1926 it was still a Resident Sportsman’s

Reserve and open to sboor:'HQ":.

Mrs. TUTEIN-NOLTHENIUS

CT. 3ist.—Leaving West Haputale at

/ 0.30 a.m. we slopped at Tellula for sand-
wiches and a drink and then motored on to

Tissa for breakfast ; quite an excellent one. On
the way down to Tissa we saw a dead elephant
on side of the road. Arriving at Palutapana at

3
05
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LORIS, December, 1955

2 p.m. we went for a walk with Hugh and saw
some deer; Hugh left at 4.30 p.m. We
enjoyed dinner after a long yarn with Engelbrecht
and turned in at 7.15 to the sound of heavy
rain. Our alarm went off at 4.30 a.m. but we
did not start out until 7 o'clock ; walked four
miles but saw nothing, the country being too
dry. We therefore decided not to camp at
Butawewa but we put up t the tents at 11, had
some food and slept or rested till 3 p-m. and
then started for Yala ; country was qmte green.
On the way we saw a small elephant quite close
and several herds of deer ; a violent thunder-
storm, soaked everyone to the skin. Con
stalked a herd and shot a stag stone dead

6o yds. ; first blood with a new rifle ; most
thrilling ; head 29 ins. and just out of velvet.

Carts passed shortly after. Walking in front of
I : g

the carts we saw a huge elephant, so we waited
for carts to come up in case it attacked.
Wading through mud and rain we reached camp,
put up the tents as quickly as possible and got
the fires going ; after stiff drinks, quinine, hot
bovril, eggs and deer liver we retired to bed and
slept too soundly to hear any noises. Camp 1s
beside the Yala river, on the borders of the
sanctuary. Everything is wet and beastly—
shall we get our clothes dry ? Heard curious
sounds fmm a herd of deer but discovered it was

[‘l()\’\

caused by the hornbills going to roost ; saw a
Hoopoe.
Nov. 2nd.—Had a ln/v morning and a bath

in sections outside the tent. kldncya for early
tea then tidied up camp and hung all the wet
things on ropes and bushes to dry. While
domg so, heard a shot early and several others in
successton later ;: went out for a stroll and met
Con with a huge bear skin ; he rold a thrilling
account of its death and their narrow escape :
his first shot was at a stag. Excellent curry and
rice for breakfast followed by fruit ; curned 1

and snoozed ull 2.30 p.m. then went out at
3.15 after cocoa and toast. Lay behind bushes,
mostly on thorns, watching a large herd of
deer ; one stag had mis-formed antlers. They
all came quite close to me until I bowed to them !

36

saw several more herds and Con marked
down a good stag for to-morrow. Saw a
buffalo in a water-hole. Was greatly amused
watching big beetles rolling balls of dung twice
their own size. In the sat out
having drinks till 7 p.m. and then retired to
bed after deer soup and stew ; it rained heavily
during the night and was cool enough to have
a rug on ; two fires kept off the elephants.

Nov. 3rd.—Got up late to find a great commo-
tion going on outside— the river had suddenly
risen and was a raging torrent, full of dead trees,
etc., the meat drying place was submerged, the
owner of the meat having resc ued 1t by plumﬁmh
For some time, |

Later

evening

in up to his neck in water.
thought the camp  was in danger of being
flooded as the river rose at least four feet in an
hour. A carter swam to the rescue of the deer
and bear skins which were hanging on a tree.
Con returned early, having heard the river ;
he had seen all sorts of game and missed a shot
at a stag. Just before 11 a.m. the water began
to subside and at 3 o'clock, when the trackers
tcurned up, they ad\tstd moving camp before
night fall as the place we were 1n was sometimes
flooded. In the evening we had a de lighttul
walk, saw several herds of Clt(‘l‘ but no head
worthy of Con's rifle. For a long time we sat
at one p ace w .Ufll‘lg‘ for them to come out of the
jungle ; yesterday’s stag, with his mis-shapen
antlers also appeared. We back at 6 p.m.
to find the utmp repitched in a most deli ghrtul
open plain, far nicer than the stuffy smelly PIJLL
by the river. Things were not quite ILJL{}\, SO
we had a comic supper, 1n bed, soup,
scrambled eggs and corn ; I never saw so many
msects in my life but it was a very cool evening.
Nov. 4th. __Con went off early but T got up
late as I had : sore throat.
Tidied up kJ!ﬂP and put everything out to air,
making use of an old carved stone to which to
tie the rope. Our Malay carters turned up with
a deer ; quite a nice head which I photographed.
I was furious to find that the carters had taken
every bit of meat ; just then Con arrived, having
He gave the

came

of celery

raging cold and

shot a jungle cock and a stag.
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THE RUHUNA NATIONAL PARK IN 1926

carters hell and divided the meat. When Con
had cooled down, we scrambled through the
jungle to the sea, about 1 mile away, to find the
shore covered with debris from the river and the
sea ﬁlth}-'. We made frantic signals to a small
passing ship, pretending we are stranded, bur,
alas, she steamed away ; we picked up shells and
some lovely flat, polished seeds, and also saw che
“ Garnet Sand.”” Back to a lunch of liver and
fruic, we rested and snoozed till 2 p.m. then
after our cocoa and toast, sallied forth to Gona-
lebbe where we had seen some deer cross the
water on our way in ; saw hundreds of deer and
several good stags, but the wind was wrong so
we couldn’t get near them. Then down came
the rain in sheets, quickly soaking us through, so
back we came to camp and changed and sat in
the dark as long as possible to avoid the
" poochies ' ; after a dinner of deer soup and
stew and a hot water and lime we went to bed.
For Safery during the night. we had fires lit and
lanterns hung on trees to keep oft an elephant
which 1s satd to have killed a man. At dusk
many peafowl were yelling like cats.

Nov. sth.—Another glorious morning ! I saw
a herd of deer from my bed, then got up and
had a gorgeous hot bath in the tent as I find
outside rather too public. Had everything aired
and dried and then went through stores, etc.;
Con arrived back with a nice stag and I took a
photo of the rtrackers carrying the meat. At
2 p.m. we set out for Gonalebbe ; as the wind
was right, we crept rhrough the jungle coming
out at the exact spot the tracker had pointed
out to us. A large herd was feeding in front of
us, with a big stag in 1. 'We sat for over an
hour and saw three buffaloes with two calves,
two jackals, and two pigs, thin miserable litcle
beasts ; they came right up to Con who was
lying in a thorn bush and, when they saw him,
struck their front legs straight out and snorted.
When they winded us they were off.  Another
herd approached from the opposite side, led by
a hind far in advance : two [0\'61)’ stags were
prancing along as if the whole place belonged to
them. At last, the first herd moved slowly

forward and there was our stag, a very difhicult
shot as hinds kept on passing him as he was
grazing. Bang—the stag fell and the herd
galloped off ; we were all trembling with excite-
ment ; Slldd{_’n]}' hC gc‘t UP, hﬁd[}-’ \‘-’(]Ul]d(.‘li ;111(.’1
staggered off. Con had two more shots at him
but he carried on into the jungle with Con and
two trackers in pursuit. | waited behind and
was much interested watching the beetles burying
balls of dung in the soft sand. A shot rang out

that has got him 1 thoughr. but no, out came
Con having tracked the stag for a long way.
He had shot a 10 ftr. python, of which the
trackers were terrified ; we brought 1t home and
had it skinned. Con will go after the stag
again In the morning. Took two ﬂa:‘sh—ligl'lr
photos of the tent and dependents ; so ended a
perfect day.

Nov. 6th.—Lovely morning, with only one
slight shower. Had beds and everything out of
tents to air ; very hot so sat under my umbrella.
Con came back with last night’s stag ; he had
found him lying stone dead and was awfully
pleased. Slept all the afternoon and went out
later (after cocoa) close to camp and sat for one
hour under a big tree waiting for deer to come
out ; we saw a mongoose and a turtle but no
good heads, so went for a stalk through lovely
jungle and suddenly saw a good stag. Con and
tracker started running to head him off ; I tried
to follow burt the stag saw me, so I dropped and
stopped behind  with other - rtrackers.
Hearing a shot, we advanced till we met the
trackers and found Con, trembling with excite-
ment, heat and much running—he had crept 1nto
the jungle after the stag, found blood-tracks and
discovered him lying dead. Returned to camp
as it was getting dark ; glorious lightning;
dinner in bed atr 8 p.-m. ; rained steadily all
night.

Nov. 7th.—Con started off early for Talgas,
taking lunch and not meaning to return till
5 pm. ; a very dull morning, inclined to rain ;
everything in camp damp ; went to the sea and
bathed but could only sit on the sand and let
the waves come round me as it was too rough.

l_']']t’.
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LORIS, December, 1955

Played about tll 9, and was on my way home
when I met Con who was returning having shot
a stag with an excellent spread, 32 ins. in length
and thick horns ; much to my delight he had
decided to return—I was not looking forward
to a whole day alone. He bathed and we
returned for lunch and later went out along the
dunes for Sambur. Tramping over the sand
we came to an old pottery, with heaps of pieces
of pots lying on the sand ; we picked up bits of
old bracelets, made of a black substance and
then saw four sambur. We watched them for a
long time ; saw two star tortoises and a quail
with three tiny babies. When we got back to
camp we found great excitement as a carter and
a watcher had crossed the river to the Sanctuary
to fish ; when they attempted to get back the
river was in flood. The carter was brought
across on a rope, but the watcher was afraid as
it was getting dark, so he spent the night i a
tree close to the remains of a stag which had
recently been killed by a leopard. What a
chance for us, had it only been on our side of
che river | Have seen very few birds other than
bulbuls, barbets, storks and sparrows.

Nov. 8th.—Alarm rang at 4.30 a.m. ; we got
up as soon as it was light, packed all our
remaining clothes, etc., had tea, saw the tent
taken down and what a desolate scene remained !
Carts were ready to start by 7 o'clock so oft we
set, via Gonalebbe and then stepped into an
enchanted forest ! All along the path, the
bushes covered with yellow star-like
flowers, smelling like lilac and other bushes of
white stars smelling of stephanotis.  We came
to some very fine rocks of which T took a photo ;
a peacock flew onto the top, such a lovely sight.
We hoped we might see a leopard sunning him-
self on these rocks but the wind was wrong so
we had no luck. One good sambur stag crossed
the parh in front of us. Con caught a talagoya
(Monitor-lizard) by the tail so I took a snapshot
of him and we then let it go. Pedris gathered
me a handful of the black and red seeds. We
came by a road made by the Dutch, some 300

years ago, out onto the plains where we made
S =

were
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our first halt on the outward journey, then an
arid waste, now green and lovely after the rains,
with several herds of deer and buffalo.
Walking beside the lagoon, we found a dead
tic-polonga (Russell’s Viper). Our new camp-
site is wonderful ; it is in a grassy hollow,
surrounded on one side by scrub jungle, on the
other by huge rocks and the ocean : far in the
distance a glorious view of the lagoon and
ralawa below. As soon as the tents were up we
bathed and tried to fish, but the sea was too
rough and sport was poor. On the rocks,
however, we found some very big oysters and
had them for breakfast—delicious ! As usual,
Con went out in the evening bur I stayed
behind and had a delightful bathe at the other
side of the lagoon, where I could swim and
float with no horrid backwash or sand. In the
evening, sat watching for sambur till Con
returned ; lovely cloud effects, sunset,
moon, stars and a big thunder-cloud with
lightning all at the same time. Con came back
having seen a herd of over 350 deer advancing
in cavalry formation along a half-mile front ; he
watched them for a long time but could not
bring himself to shoot. At this camp there is a
lovely breeze off the sea.

Nov. gth.—Con started out early while I had
tea at 0.30 and, escorted by Kitnen, went oft
to bathe in the bay ; hearing a shout I turned
and there was Con carrying a fine stag’s head,
the trackers following with the spoils. Ourt at
3 o'clock to Urane to watch for sambur. We
sat under an old hollow tree and saw many
tortoises, a few buffalo and some deer. One
old bull buffalo came out alone ; at first sight
we were sure it was an elephant ! He lay down
quite close to us and at once a mynah and some
crows sat on him to catch ticks. Suddenly, I
saw a large snake on the grass advancing
towards me ; we sprang to our feet and threw
sticks at it but, instead of frightening it away,
it dashed into the hollow tree beside us and
coiled up there; Con drove 1t out with my
\-\’a]king stick. Lucki]y it was only a Rat-snake
and not a tic-polonga or a cobra. When the

new-
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sun got lower, we walked along the sand dunes
still looking for sambur. What a walk—like
going rhioubh the Sahara! We saw only one
hind, which Con stalked for fun, and they stood
looking at each other for several minutes !
Rcturnmg to camp, we packed all we could into
the carts before dark. Suddenly 20 coolies
appeared ; they had walked from Palutapana on
their way to Panama, carrying bundles of
winnows and pots over their shoulders. They
camped on the rocks and we gave them some
meat.

Nov. 10th.—The alarm-bell rang at 4.30 a.m. ;
we got up in the dark, packed evuvthlns_‘ at
lightning speed and started at 6.15 a.m. ; as we
went through the jungle we saw fresh leopard
tracks and hoped to run into him round every
corner, but we had no luck, so indulged in a
short rest half-w ay during which the carts over-
took us. We hurried on and reached Palutapana
3.45 a.m. a record walk, bur we felt sad that
our glorious trip was over. We were met by
Engelbrecht, who talked for some time,
to bed and a Iono rest as we were both very
weary. Afrer tea, Con went out with trackers
while T went for a walk with E. We tried to
see the elephant which comes round the bungalow
every night but just missed him as the wmd was
wrong and he pushed oft. Con returned empty
handed We sat out till 8.15, listening to
yarns from E, all of which most
(nteresting.

Nov. 11th.—In spite of not sleeping well, we
neither of us heard the elephant which had

l'h(’]'l

were

REMINISCENCES OF LEONARD WOOLy

to chase away in the middle of the night!
Vaguely in my sleep, I seem to have heard the
word * arni.” We got up very early and sat
about till after 10, waiting for the car to come
for us. We amused ourselves playing with
tame sambur and watching the sparrows building
their nest in the roof. At last the car arrived
with Hugh and we all talked hard all at once !
Tissa for breakfast and on to Tellula for tea.
After tea we went out shooting. I had to be
carried across the river by the trackers, and felt
sure they would drop me in the middle. We
walked for about 8 miles, through  thick
jungle mostly, and Hugh had a shot at two pigs ;
he missed the first, but hit the second. We had
a rest on the top of a small hill, looking right
over the jungle, the Hapurtale range being
clearly visible in the distance. From where we
sat, we watched some wild buffalo ; then back
to the resthouse which is greatly improved
since our last visit in 1925. For dinner we had
soup, roasted porcupine and jungle-fowl, a real
meal out of the jungle. A ¢ glorious evening but
we went early to bed ; it was nice to be in a real
bed again but we were very sad that our glorious
[']_' 13 was over.

Nov. 12th.—Con and Hugh out at 5 a.m.
At 8 o'clock T picked them up in the car. The)
had had no luck, as there are very few deer in
this part of the country. After early tea, at
9 a.m. we left for home, reaching the l‘\LlngﬂlO“
at noon. So ended my first blg game shooting
expedlmm in Ceylon ; I loved every moment of
ll'.'.

Reminiscences of I.eonard Woolf

(June 29th, 1950.

OOLF and I shareda bungalow on Beach

Road, Jaffna, in 1903, on and off. It was

the Forest Department Provincial headquarters:

when T had to be at H.Q. and “off,”
which was far the greater slice of time, when I

Northern Wanni, under

i (N
on

was 1n the canvas,

Eo TURNER in Daily News.
on special duty. Sdll, we saw quite a lot
of each other at work and play. Earlier, John

share with him in Anuradha-
to his fondness of I.[I‘IP]tJH.IHI

Stll had let me
pura, but owing

pets.e Mary,”" .the Cobra, included, I left
John with many regrets. He was much more
congental than Leonard Sidney. They we re
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very different personalities but both had very
disarming smiles.

But I must abandon expatiation and come to
my point and that is the lost Yala Game
Sanctuary Watcher, ** Punchirala,” I'knew him
very well, as did Boyd-Moss, Horsburgh,
Murty, W. Thornhill, Crabbe and George
Forrest, but I never heard him spoken to or of
as anything but ** Baro”' and his hamler was
Katagamuwa—nor Kamragama.

Katagamuwa 1s actually “ The Village in the
jungle.”” I haven't seen the book for over 35
years but I think, for the purposes of the novel,
it is called °° Beddewewa,”’ Baro was not a
Sinhalese but a mixture of aborigine, Tamil and
jungle Sinhalese. He was a very ugly and stlent
little man, skinny with a pot-belly, and one of
J.O'k. Murty’s old coats was much
than an overcoat for the diminutive and in-
scrutable Baro. Baro was very nature
and had amazing instincts, which made him
an umommonl) good tracker. In fact, picking
over my memory of trackers from the Hima-
layan Snows to Comorin and Puneryn to Yala
I think Baro was near the top with one or two
Central Indian Bhils, one Northern Province
Wanni Tamil and one Hambantota Malay.
Poor little Baro was very smelly, with a fly-
trap mouth into which enormous quantities of
Kumbuk and other jungle bark used to dis-
appear, but he was deadly sombre and seldom
qpoku though he was very vivaciom and com-
municative, with signs, when ** things "' were
heppening. Those watchers always patrolled
singly but we lost one or two and I ordered
double patrols after Baro was missing.

I might digress to say we used to lose single
Forest Guard patrols in the plumbago areas of
Hinidum Pattu and Morawak Korale : we
knew their bones were below in some disused
pit but we only once found rhe right pit. Baro
— I think he was ** Baronts "’ on the pay sheet—
nearly always went alone and would occa-
sionally be away for days. He used to go along
the boundary of the Sanctuary, conterminous
with Uva, from Talgasmankada to the Kumbu-

more

near to

90

kan Aru and then down to Kumana, where his
friend, Rampandia, was one of the two watchers:
Rampandia was another hotchpotch but about
75 per cent. Tamil and full of guile. Baro
would sometimes goon to Lenama and Panama
about buffaloes, in which he and Rampandia
were much interested jointly. Well, Baro was
missing and nobody worried much, but when
a fortmgln or so had passed word was sent
round and a search began. In that searc h one
Yala Sinhalese wmhe was killed by a leo-
pardess with cubs about half-way between
Yala and Kumana. This parricular man was
reputed to have the most wonderful mantrams
but this time the infuriated leopardess dashed
them aside with their unfortunate possessor.

Well, nearly a year passed and a watcher going
casual]y along t the Uva boundary, which had
become much overgrown, rhouEht he would

collect some ranawara bark and look for shed
horns. In the process, where the bushes ended
and the tree-forest began, he saw a human skull
and, not far away, Baro’s betel-cutter was
lying among the bushes.

Woolf is not right about the axe being a
particularly heavy one as Baro was not strong
and his axe was the ordinary axe which ]unglc
villagers carry, largely for protection against
bears, as the villager and the bear meet at the
game of robbing bees’ hives. However, the
axe with the broken handle was there. Then
there were bits of a pocket-book including the
cardboard covers and this was at first a puzzle
as Baro could not read nor write but 1t turned
out that it was a book that Rampandia had
given him contai ning buftalo accounts for scrutiny
by some pundit at Tissamaharama. Ram-
pandia was literate and used to sign in Tamail
on the pay- -book.

My friend Woolf was no jungle man and
didn’t like his Civil Service job but one couldn’t
have found a more human, conscientious and
devoted Government Servant. His leaning was
to journalism, as was poor George Forrest’s and to
journalism Woolf went, undoubtedly—with suc-
cess. I believe he is still going strong I hope so.
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The way I picked up my information was that
[ was the Forest Officer in charge of the w holc
area and very shortly after the discovery o
Baro’s remains I undertook the 1.'e—dc‘marcari0n
and survey of that boundary and all the wit-
nesses were in my party and I was particularly

THE CHARMS OF BIRD WATCHING
interested in poor, lrr[lc Baro. The unanimous
verdict of my party was “Hora Aliya’" and some
of them described him and, aparc from being

Kabara” he was a ‘" Hawaria’ (full
tail with nice feathers!) They always say
" hawaria""or “‘ kota ”’ in describing a rogue.

The Charms of Bird Watching

IKE most one-track sportsmen, [ thought of

* birds '

interest In

only as game birds,
this small category was

and my
limited

largely to a study of the ways and means of

ehoormg them. I could recognize virtually
every edible species in Cey lon but knew m)thmu
of the great world of non-sporting birds that
inhabit this or mrlm[ogﬁnt s paradise. Three
hundred and eighty-six different birds either
live permanently on the Island or migrate from
the mainland of Asia and of this total, the quail,
partridge, snipe, woodcock and jungle fow] make
up but a minute fraction.

My introduction to the sport of bird—w;}tching
and I found it requires far more skill ro locate
the nest of a Kentish Plover than it does to flush
and shoot its cousin the Golden Plover—took
place in early June at the hamlet of Arugam Bay
dowr on the south-east coast of the Island.
My rteachers, Eric Wickramanayake, Minister of
Justice of the Dominion Government, and
Major W. W. A. Phi]lips. a p]nntcl.‘ of many

}fears' residence 1n Ce)'l.on and 5

author of
numerous books both on birds and mammals,
were patient men and during the three days we
ent in the area not only showed me more
than a hundred interesting birds but taught me
something of their bird- wanhmg tuhmque
The first lesson revealed how 19:{11}* 1gnorant Ii
was. Near the Arugam Bay resthouse, which is
situated on a sandy bluft only [1tt\' rards from
the sea, there are some coconut pc'lll‘n:- and on
the frond of one of these was perched what I

PHILIP K. CROWE

the
\VI‘OI‘[U

took to be a Crow, commonest bird in
Ceylon. Bur I This black and
hoht[\, Iong‘u version was a Koel, a member of
the cuckoo f‘lmrl}-. The lives of these birds
however, do depend on the Crows. The male
Koel annoys the female Crow until the latter
her nest in exasperation. The female
Koel then slips into the Crow’s vacant home and
proceeds to lay her eggs. Immediately after this,
she departs and Madame Crow, never realizing
that her clutch has been increased by a .smglc
Koel egg, rears the little stranger with the same
love and affection that she gives her own brood.

Another bird easily spotted from the rest-
which 1

was

leaves

house was a Ct\lcm Sparrow, was
impressed to hear was named by my friend
Dillon Rlplq while he was xtatmned on the
Island with OSS during the late war.  Apparently

a dup]icate of the Indian Sparrow, the Ce}'lon
Sparrow has certain differences that were
previously overlooked. Bill Phillips told me
that Dillon also named lhe Ceylon Long-tailed

mhr]al the C ey lon Yellow- b] owed Bulbul and
the (C‘VIOI‘I Bm\\n L'%Pptd Babler. So keen an
or mrlm]nolsr was Dillon—he is now professor
of that science at Yale—that he was reported,
undoubtedly erroneously, to have mixed his
papers and sent in a lona dispatch on the afore-
satd Bulbul to mre”wenw |uadquatten n
Washington who, of course, regarded 1t as a fine
piece of code work.

We had arrived in the heat of the day and,
after a long swim in the creamy combers of the
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Bay of Bengal, had a curry lunch and a nap
before sallying forth on our quest.  We did take
a gun but it was a .410 collector’s gun. Most
important 1tem of a bird-watcher’s equipment
are binoculars and all of us were armed with our

favourite glasses. We also had the advantage of

Bill’s Land Rover which was capable of rolling
across the treacherous semi-swamps of the
lagoon country and negotiating the even more
hazardous sands of the dune country.

The best areas to study birds were the }\alapuh,
great lagoon-like stretches of flat semi- -swamp
land or iginally formed by indentations of the
sea but at that time of year blocked from salt
water by sand dunes. Fed by the rains, the
water in them was still brackish but not too
much so for the birds and the water buftaloes
who shared them. The first such lagoon we
visited was Paladi Kalapu, a distance of some
ten miles from the resthouse. Driving down on
to the swamp, Bill stopped the Land Rover and
we began to scan the ground through our glasses.
Focussing on a strip of open sand, I noticed a
little grey bird with a white throat apparently
sitting on the ground. Bill told me, however,
that 1t was sitting on its nest and sure enough we
found three stone-coloured eggs with black
blotches in a shallow depression of the sand.
In the meantime the mother Pratincole, for such
the bird kept circling around us and
uttering high-pitched calls of distress. The
Pratincoles are a resident Ceylon bird and are
not reported to leave the island.

A little way beyond the Pratincole's nest |
saw a tiny brownish ¢ grey bird with a black belly
hopping along the ground in a pathetic attempt
to make us believe that he had a broken wing.
The brave little actor was a Blaak bellied Finch
Lark and his nest was a beautifully lined lictle
hollow beneath a clump of grass. There were
two mottled rock-coloured eggs.

Note.—Only the male Black-bellied Finch Lark
has the black belly.

Near the water were some tall reeds and
hanging to some of them were shoe-shaped nests
cleverly constructed of lmllcarelv woven slivers

was,

92.

of reed. These were the homes of the Striated
Weaver Birds. The entrance is at the foot of
the nest and it was wonderful to see the litcle
brown birds come zooming up, and without
checking their speed, dive up into their nests.
I found an old nest and discovered that there is
a cup shaped sac inside 1n which the birds live.

Tales that weaver birds imprison fireflies 1n
their nests so that they have a light to enter by
may be fanciful, but a bird smart enough to
make as fine a hanging palace as a weaver might
easily be tempted to light 1t up.

Near the nests of the Striated Weavers were
similar nests hanging to trees. These were also
beautifully woven of reeds but were shaped like
a bowling pin, and were the work of the Baya
Weaver Bird. A lighter coloured bird with
more pronounced )eliow head, the Baya 1s easy
to differentiate from his cousin. Both male
weavers attract their mates by singing lustily
while they are building their wonderful nests
and the females, like others of their sex, are
mightily charmed by such substantial dwellings.

There was a dead tree near the bank of the
Kalupa and high on its gaunt branches we
spotted a Crested Serpent Eagle, the great bird
whose main diet is snakes. Several times while
hunting snipe, I have seen these eagles swoop
and come up with a \-\-’l'iggling snake in their
talons.

Soon after this Bill spotted a White-shafted
L]ttle TLII] El.nd l\]'le\-’\r" {_I‘OITI th{_. W a)r [f hOPPLL‘]
along the ground that we were near its nest and
that it hoped to draw us away. After hard
l()oking‘ we found a shallow dcpz'ession in the
land with three dull stone-coloured eggs.
Further out on the line where the rippling water
O]r fhe S“'EITIF' laPPCd tht’ l“’flnk. WE Saw a L-OIOI']}-’
of Whiskered Terns, migrants from India, who
reinrn 1o thL‘ RleCOI‘ltillL‘n[ o l_"rl"_’{fk‘[ T[}L’ge
however, were young birds not mature enough
to breed and accordingly with no strong desire
to fly north.

[t was a crystal clear afternoon with high white
fleecy clouds which set off the various colours of
the birds to perfection. Particularly stunning
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against this background were the emerald green
Common and Chestnut-headed Bee-eaters. Far
out on the water floated a pinkish-white Pelican
and near him stalked a family of graceful Egrets.
Protected in Ceylon as they are in America, the
four different types of Egrets on the Island are
plentiful.  Over a bit of open water a sapphire
blue White-breasted Kingfisher folded 1ts wings
and dove like a dive bomber toward its fish prey.

A moment later it rose with an inch long silver

minnow in its bill.

The bravery of these little birds was hearten-
ing to see. Most of them, as I have reported,
lay their eggs on open ground over which droves
of water buffalo are constantly grazing. To
prevent these vast quadrupeds from crushing
their eggs, the mother birds have been known
to fly up straight in their faces. We saw several
buffaloes lying within a few feet of a nest with
the mother still sitting defiantly on her eggs.
We scared the buffaloes away and the lictle
Kentish Plover only left her nest when we were
almost on top of her. Then, instead of ﬂying,
she dt’agg’t,d her wing along the ground in the
best imitation of a wounded bird that we had
the pleasure of witnessing.

Toward evening we drove to Rota Wewa, one
of the ancient tanks which had been restored
and was being used to irrigate a vast stretch of
paddy land. The middle of the thousand acre
tank was covered with white Lotus flowers and
the stretches of open water reflected the copper
and gold of the sunset. A Painted Stork rose
majesrically from the lotus beds and Happed
gravely away, while a Grey-headed Fishing

Eagle eyed us from a nearby tree and followed
suit. Flocks of V\hlsrlmg and Cotton Teal
floated by as did an Indian Darter, looking like
a snake with his long slender neck and partly
submerged body.

Another tank which we visited was Lahugalla,

IO\’[‘I]}- sheet of water in the heart of the
jungle. The Circuit bungalow keeper reported
that a herd of elephant came there 11ight]}-’ and
a few weeks before our arrival a leopard
Walking Jlozm the

onl}r
had snatched his Onl}' dog.

THE CHARMS OF BIRD WATCHING
bund, which was studded with sharp stones to
discourage the elephants from promenading, we,
or rather Bill, spotted a Black Bittern, a relatively
rare bird. In the same tree [ saw a flash of butter
yellow and told it was a Black-headed
Oriole, garbed in his flaming red mating bill.
Out over the water a Ceylon Kingfisher darted
by with a flash of blue-green and chestnur,
while further down the tank, where a field of
pink Lotus lay, we saw a flock of Jacanas, the
graceful water-pheasants, who, by virtue of thetr
long-toed feet, over the water lily
leaves like the airiest of dancers. Further out in
the open water a single Little Grebe, smallest of
the Ceylon water birds, sought its dinner by
frequent dives. Known alse as the Dabchick,
the Little Grebe resembles a tiny duck but
seldom quite succeeds 1n rising clear of the water

was

can run

when it flies.

Near the Circuit Bungalow. we saw a Racquet-
tailed Drongo, a brace of Ash Doves, a Bronze-
wing Pigeon (bound, as all pigeons always seem
to be, on important and immediate business)
and a Black-headed Munia. About this time
Bill heard a Tickells Flower-pecker, the smallest
bird in Ceylon. For a long time we could not
locate it but knew it was in a tree just over us
by 1ts curious cry. Then 1t sudden ly flew off and
I saw a bee-like streak as it went. The tny
Sun-bird, which we spotted soon afterwards,
was more accommodating and I had a chance to
focus my glasses on its purple and gold plumage.
We saw two of the Heron family, the Pond
Heron and the Purple Heron. ‘

In the early hours of the morning we drove to
Komari Kalupa, a huge lagoon some fifteen miles
the Ithl’]“l(}llb(?. Dotted with great out-
croppings of Gneiss, which looked like stranded
whales, the swamp was the home of numerous
Cotton Teal. These were engaged in their
prenuptial flights and the drakes were chasing
the ducks. We saw six males hot on the tail
feathers of a fleeing female. Eric discovered a
Painted Snipe hiding ina gully. A female in full
breeding plumage, she was obviously resting
from her flirtations. Her morals are questioni

from
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able. She lays a clutch of eggs, puts her poor

husband on them to hatch and bring up the
family and runs off to find herself a new mate.
This goes on till she gets tired of laying and
running. Needless to say the husbands are dull
and unattractive little birds.

Drama 1s never absent from the world of birds.
A great White-bellied Sea Eagle attempted to
swoop on some young Stilts and immediately a
flock of adult Stilts rose to defend their young.
Since the Stilt 1s only a fraction the size of the
eagle and has no possible means of hurting it,
their attack was the epitome of toumw
Diving around the eagle from all sides they s
annoyed 1t that 1t ﬁnall) flew oft in disgust.

Soon after this Bill saw what he thought
might be a red breasted Caspian Plover, one of
the rarest wanderers to the Island. Only once
before—in 1950—was one collected in Ceylon.
Stalking it quietly, Bill fired and missed, but
luckily the bird did not fly far and on the
second try he bagged 1t l'llLCI) On
mspectlon he said there was doubr as to whether
it wasa Sand Plover in breeding plumage or the
elusive Caspian traveller.

On one of the outcroppings we spotted an
Adjutant Srork, a relatively rare member of the
stork family. And then, as the sun fell behind
the outline of a mountain called Westminster
Abbey, we heard the raucous scream of the Pied
Hornbill, a bird that might easily have emerged
from a Walt Disney film. A great grotesque
caricature of a bird with a massive bill a foot
long and possibly six inches deep, the Hornbill
is pmtuted but 1s still shot and eaten by the
locals. Unlike the male Painted Snipe, who has
nothing to say about his mate’s behaviour, the
male Hornbill incarcerates his wife in a hole in
a tree. After she enters, the opening is pro-
gressively closed until it is merely a slic thr ough
which he faithfully feeds her, Inside
incubates her eggs, moults her tail and flight
feathers, and grows a new set.

On a big tree near the water we saw a Rufus
Woodpecker the daring bird that builds its nest
in a hive of black tree-ants. It s said, moreover,

L[U"\tl

she
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that even though these w oodpecl\us are fond of
black ants, they never feed from the ants in whose
papiermache home they have laid their eggs.

While birds may or may not recognize eggs,
they certainly know their own nests so we were
m}.xtlhed when we found a Red-wattled Lap-
wing sitting contentedly on a clutch of Kentish
Plover eggs. An hour later we returne >d to this
nest and found the little Kentish Plover mother
back on the job. Undoubtedly the Lapwing
was a paid egg sitter. Another bird we
who was not where it should have been,
Blue-tailed Bee-eater : a migrant from India who
should have left Le}- on for the North by the
end of April at the latest and here it was on the
4th of June.

Ne had a hard time Hnding the Green Bee-
eater's nest but Bill finally located one on the
side of the tank embankment. Instead of the
conventional nest which I expected to find, T was
shown a hole in the ground and told that the
lictle couple burrow it out wich their claws and
beaks ; a mining operation of skill, since they
must dig deep enouéh so that pressure from the
outside will not crush their shaft. While one
works the other stands guard.

Saw,
was a

Bill Phillips ps had received a letter from
Professor Novick of Harvard asking him abour
Ceylon bats. The Professor \ald he was

mterested in the echo location apparatus of bats
and intended to travel widely in the Far East
to study this. Accordingly Bill shot a Pouch-
lmumg) Sheath-tailed Bat so that he could show
the Professor one of the various types of Ceylon
bats.

After a g_o()d dinner, while we sat on the
porch in the moonhght and watched the
combers thunder in on the beach, T asked my
learned friends about the Devil Bn‘d. Both said
they had never heard ic but Bill identified a

Eagle Owls several &peumem which were sent
to him as Devil Birds, and which had been heard
to have made a terrible cry a few seconds before
they were shot. The cry of this bird is said to
be so blood- uud[mg that the Ceylon villagers
believe that it is the spirit of a woman who
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committed a terrible crime. She s said to have
killed her son, cooked him, and then
him to her husband. There are two schools of
opinion on the Devil Bird. Dr. R. Spittel,
the well known naturalist, thinks that 1t 1s
either a Hawk Eagle or a Honey Buzzard. The
only solution to the mystery is, of course, for
both parties to listen collectively to all these
birds and then decide to which one the awful
title of Devil Bird should be bestowed.*

From the Devil Bird to Vampire bats was a
natural digression. There are only two species
of Vampire bats in Ceylon—the Ceylon Vampire
and the Indian Vampire. Both of these species
belong to the Oriental Vampire family which
are not true vampires in that the} do not normally
suck the blood of their victim like the famous
vampires of South and Central America.
However, two friends of Bill's spent the night in
Demilaya Galge cave some years ago and one of
them woke morning to find himself
covered with blood 0ozing from a number of
little wounds. The trackers then told him that
he had been bitten by bats. Furthermore, i
Kalutara district, the local villagers state that
sometimes the Vampires or ** Kotican = occa-
sionally nip them while asleep These tales are
particularly interesting in that normal food of
these bats are wall- llzards small birds and
other little vertebrates.

I learned that in addition to the 240 resident
species and sub-species of Ceylon birds there are
some 146 more birds that visit the Island
regulal ly or ocuuonall) Most of these visitors
are winter migrants which remain from October
to April. Unfortunately no bird banding is
done by either the Indian or Ceylonese wild life

served

in the

* Note b\JR L. 5'—"“For both parties to listen collec t]\LI)-

Let me make my position quite clear once and for all.
Forest Eagle-owl is definitely a Devil Bird.

the Honey Buzzard, I\mdr(d to them—are also Devil Birds, as known to the low-country |ungh
" cry of legend which refers to a central crest and not to bilateral ear tufts of

characteristic note being the ** hoo
m\]w such as the Eagle-owl.

"hoo’ cry of the Devil Bird
jungle Sinhalese and Veddas.

Vol. VI, No. 3.

(not fish cagles,
To support this claim,

Finally, T am no naturalist,
please !) and had it indicated to me during day by knowledgeable
[ would again refer the

THE CHARMS OF BIRD WATCHING
authorities so that it is hard to tell the home
base of many of these travellers. The Russians,
however, do a lot of bird banding, paltuularlv
of game bnda such as ducks and geese, and since
no red banded birds have been found in Ceylon
it 1s logical to assume that few find their way
down here from the Caspian area.

While there are undoubtedly quite a lot of
amateur bird watchers in Ceylon, the roll of
experts 1s limited—so much so in fact that the
(_jeylon Bird Club includes {mly a dozen
members. According to Bill, however, the
main reason for the small membership 15 lel‘er
manual ; only six carbons can be run off one
original and since the Club has no secretary no
one wants the job of typing more than two
mitial sets of the members’ bird notes !

I was lucky in my tutors. Eric Wikrama-
nayake and Bill Phillips are certainly the most
knowledgeable bird-watchers in Ceylon. Ever
since he was a boy Hambantota, Eric has
been keen about birds and carried on his hobby
through his years of study at London University
and the London School of Economics. Back in
Ceylon, he became a lawyer and two years ago
was invited to become Minister of Justice in
the present government. He is a member of
the Bombay Natural History Soctety and is
President of the Ceylon Wild Life Protection
Society. A qulct man of hfr\’ five Eric is a
good companion and never scares the birds by
Idle chatter.

Many outdoor men believe that Bill Phillips
has done more for wild life in Cey[on than anyone
else. He pioneered protection and had a great
deal to do with setting up the national reserves.
Now over has spent most of

sixty, he his

all the birdsand then decide "'—is easier said than done !
J fully agree with my good friend Bill Plulltps that the

But I do say that the Hawk- I_‘u\lcwtt)lun and Legge’s)—and probably

folk ;

l'hLlI’

as Mr. W. W. A_ Phillips is; but I have often heard the

reader to pages 90-95 of [Loris,
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life in the island and I would bet that all of his
leisure has been devoted to his studies of birds
and mammals, the result of which have been
widely published 1n En‘}sland and  Ceylon.

Educated at St. Peter’s School in York, Bill came
to Ceylon soon afterwards and except for service
in both world wars has remained here ever since.

During the first World War Caprain Phllhps was
captured by the Turks and held prisoner for

two and a half years. In the second Major
Phillips served in British mrell:qeme in India
and Cey[on A tea plantel he lives in a charm-
ing house in the mountains of Uva from which
he has one of the most spectacular views in
Ceylon. Next year, he is due to retire and 1f
he does decide to leave Ceylon it will be a sad
day for his many friends and admirers as well a
the 1sland’s wild life.

THE CHANGING FACE OF KALAMATIYA

ALAMATIYA needs no introduction to

the sportsman. I am sure that at one time

or another every nature lover in Ceylon has

visited this plau and if there are any who are

ignorant of its existence, they have really
missed one of the loveliest things in nature.

Even as late as the end of the nineteen
forties, Kalamatiya retained its virgin beauty to
a great extent. [t was a place where the weary
eyes of the city dweller found blissful rest on 1ts
waters that teemed with innumerable varieties
of both migratory and indigenous avifauna.
The whole was a vista of a sweet and melodious
performance on a natural stadium, with its
profusion of life. 1 know of an amateur artist
who cherishes with pride among his collection a
painting of a flotilla of ducks playing their
jolly jaunts among the bulrushes in some remote
corner of the lagoon. Needless to speak of the
many  other treasured memories, those who
visited the place would have in mind.

[ remember in 1947 or so, during a visit,
some of us used to sit upon a rock on the
water’s edge, and spend a good part of the day
gazing for long hours into the clear rose-hued
water, where almost every kind of aquatic bird
took refuge, singing their sweet songs of peace
and harmony. They thought 1t still a sanctuary
undisturbed by man. We did not require
binoculars, for the bmutlf:ul things lived their

full lives not a stone’s throw from our rocky
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By L. KRISNARATNE

ambush. Above all the glamour of the bird’s
entertainment to the visitors, was the fine
musical interlude : the different tunes played by
each bird, like a highly organized orchestra,
breaking the silence of the wilderness both by
night and day. The richness of its beauty
simply stole one’s heart away. Itis only through
fear of being called a fanciful writer that 1
refrain from attempting to make a guess at the
number of wild ducks that would have clothed
Kalamatiya Kalapuwa in those grand days.
Sufhice it to say that during the season even
ducks were regarded a tiresome dish. Those
were sights to behold, memories hard to forget.
But alas! Kalamatiya is fast becoming
thing of the past. It can no more withstand
the onslaught of civilisation. Gone are those
days when the birds went about their business,
paying no heed to the rare human intruders who
watched their antics from an armchair position.
Then 1t was a sanctuary, but since the day when
it became undeclared, ruthless sportsmen con-
verted it into a slaughter house, bringing death
and destruction to even the most harmless and
inedible creatures. Kalamariya changed into a
miniature battle field. Bang! B;ing! the
;u‘ti]ler}-’ sounds both 1n and out of'.seas()n.
Dawn or dusk matters not in this place, for game
ts sought every hour. It has become a training
school for poachers, and the devils are abroad
every hour of the night.

The lagoon’s vicinity
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THE CHANGING FACE OF KALAMATIYA

used to be fine game country, but today even
if one were to track through the scrub land for
full twenty-four hours, the trace of a deer or
the wild and spirited call of a jungle fowl is
hard to find. If there be any, they are easily the
last remnants of their vanishing race. A
common sight in the market is the carcasses of
hare labelled Rs. 2 and off they go like hot
cakes.

I do not think that ducks chiefly, and even
some other water-birds, will be pleased to visit
Ceylon as migrants in another decade or so, as
they will not find suflicient repose away from
the bustle of human life. Of course there are
the sanctuaries, but who knows whether they
will last for all time ? A stroke of a ministerial
pen 1s enough to convert them into pasture land
for voter’s cattle!  Even so, a sanctuary serves no
purpose in the heart of a town. Jungle clearings
for cultivation, colonisation projects,etc., reach
up to the brink of the water. When all the
trees are felled, and buildings and plantations
come up, it becomes thoroughly unsuitable for
wild life which requires absolute peace and

quiet. The one thing that should be done
both to preserve the beauty of such places and
also to make them still habitable for birds, 1s to

allow a ‘“ Green Belt "’ all round at least in a
few select places. (Earlier suggestion by Mr.
H. M. D. Soysa). This does not happen

at Kalamatiya, or at other tanks and lagoons 1n
the Dry Zone and elsewhere. A mere stretch
of water without its background of natural
vegetation is no attraction at all. Tt is therefore
the duty of us in this present generation when
the conquest of nature by man here n our land
seems to have no end, to try and preserve at
least a few places for posterity where life is so
blissfully isolated from the tensions of the
world.

Every foreign visitor to our Island has never
grudged to acknowledge that our’s is one of the
loveliest lands of the world. But I am afraid
that, in the near future judging from the present
trend of things, Sri Lanka will have her reputa-
tion not so much as a place where nature has so
lavished her wonderful charms, but as a nation
of vandals, destroying its natural beauty.

BIRD MIGRANTS

IT would be interesting to know if the fol-
lowing migrants have arrived in  Colombo
so early before? (Perhaps the Common Sand-
piper can be excepted).

Common Sandpiper Beira Lake, Aug.
18 (probabl) had been there some days before
my visit); (2) Golden Plover, Sept. 10—Race-
course; (3) Blue-tailed Bee Eater, Oct. 8—Race-
course.
SIR SIDNEY P. SHELLEY.

I saw a trio of Sandpipers and a lone Yellow
Wagrail on the banks of rthe Maskeliya
Oya on September 4th.

Could anyone, please, let me know if they
first "’-for-the-season "' or not ?

E. A. G. THOMAS.

&
were the

Times

IN reply to E. A. G. Thomas’s letter re
“Early Birds” a number of Wood Sand-
pipers were observed l‘ly my friends and [ at
Maho in the N.W.P. on August 20th.

In addition to this a number of Golden Plovers
were seen recently on the S.S.C. cricket pitch
at Independence Square, the cock birds being
still in their breeding plumage.

Times R. H. WiLLs.
OnN November 21st I had a close up view of
a Brahminy mynah in the Colombo Club com-
pound. Only once previously have I seen this
bird in Colombo and that was on November
2nd, 1950, at a bungalow in Clifford Road.

SIR SIDNEY P. SHELLEY.
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In Search of the Jungle

T about 8 p.m. on Friday, oth September,
1955, I found myself at the bungalow

(6 ALY § OSSR S ) Somamdc at Batticaloa.
[ had read many an article written by this keen
forester on tht wild life of the Island and had
often wished to be able to explore the forests
in his company. And so, I posed the question
whether he would kindly conduct me on a tour
of exploration into the jungle.
was not at fault.

My judgment
Although he was not in fine

By T. A. MUDIAPPA
fectle, the call of the wild, especially at vacation
time, was too strong to be resisted.  Accord-
ingly, he decided to oblige me on the morrow.
On  Saturday along with
him and another took the road for
Maha Oya.

We left civilization behind us at Chenkaladi.
As our car sped along the ribbon-like road that
meandered through the jungle, we were greeted
by a vanguard of rhe feathered tribe perched on

“therefor e,
fr Icnd we

mor I'lI I‘l\‘i

The Karadiyan Aar

03

Tank,
5tann'ing in the water,

aguatic birds secure fish for food.

Ploto by S. V. O. S.

sbmw'ng the {eq ess  trees

where cormorants and other
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the telegraph wires at various places. Of these
birds there were some that we were unable to
recognise owing to the speed at which the car
travelled. We, however, discerned the Green
Bee-eater ﬁequcntl) Other birds tharc
managed to recognise in the condition in which
we were situated, were the Red-vented Bulbul,
the Magpie Robin, the Drongo, the White-
breasted and Stork-billed Kingfishers.

Our first visit was to the Karadiyan Aar
Tank. On the way to this tank, we '11| shred
from the car and srepped into the jungle. " The
l]ull'l 0{— the L&[' 611&,‘11]6 was now \LlCCﬁLdCCl b)
a variety of bird- calls that emanated from the
veiled shadows of the forest. A practical lesson
in Nature Study commenced. Mr. Somanader
pointed out to me a certain thorn tree, the fruits
of which are used by coast Veddahs to poison
fish. Suspended between the branches of this

we

tree was the web of the Erisidae, a species of

tree-spider. The gossamer woven by this spider
has a Special fasctnation for Loten’s Sunbird.
This bird, after making an opening mto the
flocculent masses of cobweb, introduces vege-
table down into these meshes and adding a
“ porch ™’ to and rain,
converts the web into a habitation for itself.
There is a suspicion that it feeds its young on
the Erisidae in addition to the nectar and pollen
obtained from flowers.

Hluk grass grew rank on the ground. On
another tree we saw a globular nest with an
opening on the side. Lowering the branches
of this tree, we peered into the nest but found
it empty. It looked like a Munia’s domicil
and the processes of nidification were appar-
ently not completed yet. As we approached the
tank, we stopped to examine a Sterculia tree.
This was a tall tree with a thick crunk.  High
up on the trunk were two neatly rounded holes
about a foot apart from each other. These, my
mentor informed me, were the nest holes pecked
out by the Woodpecker.

In a few minutes Karadiyan Aar Tank burst
into view. This was not a large rank. It has
been built simply by throwing a bund across

shelter 1t from sun

IN SEARCH OF THE JUNGLE
the lower end of the tank to impound the
for il‘l'igariun. Owing to the dr()ughr
there was not much water in the tank, and the
huge trees standing in the tank were bleached
and denuded of loll.lgf’. These obviously were
the preliminary ‘v}l“l"l[_‘ltOI'l“l*“\ of decadence. On
going up to the water's edge, we disturbed
flock of Red-wattled Lapwings which
excitedly into the air with their cries of ** Did-
you-do-it 2" and dispersed in different direc-
tions. These birds lay their eggs on the ground
without troubling to make a nest, bur though
we searched the ground closely, we failed to
find any eggs. Other eggs that were plentiful
in this tank were the cormorants and egrets.

After lingering awhile here, we resumed our
journey. Our hale was at *° Rajah's
Ranch.” This is the demesne of a hardy, up-
country resident of Batticaloa, who with the
faich and courage of a Sir Samuel Baker, 1s con-
ducting an agricultural experiment in the
jungle. A few acres of land have been brought
under culcivation and livestock 1s also bem;ﬁ
raised, a relative and a few servants assisting in
the enterprise. few Guinea-fowl
the cabin of these backwoodsmen, I was curious
to know whether they obtained any eggs from
these birds. I was informed that locating the
place where these birds laid their eggs was a
problem until a few days ago when a cache of
about 25 eggs was discovered accidentally under
a bush in a forest glade.

We reached rhc resthouse at Maha O)’a
shortly after Having given orders to
the resthouse-keeper regarding our luncheon,
we strolled down to the bund of the tank
nearby. The effects of the dl‘ougllt were visible
too. The water was at a very low level.
A tree which grew on the shore extended its
branches over the water. We were able to
count eight Cormorants perched on these
branches and basking in the sunshine. There
were also a Pond Heron and a beaurtiful Grey-
headed Fishing Eagle. Surmounting respec-
tively the tips of two stakes that xpmuted up
from the tank were two Snake-darters with

water

rose

next

St‘.emg a

noon.

}“ICI'E,
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their wings half extended in a characteristic
pose. On using a pair of field-glasses, we
descried a few buffaloes straggling on the further
side of the tank. On the heads of some of these
animals, Pond Herons were perched picking
the pestilent ticks from the animals’ ears. This
service, as was exp]ained to me, was not done
gratis. In return the buffaloes, when feeding
on land, flushed up the grass and in so doing,
drove out the grasshoppers and other lurking
insects, which are pounced upon and eaten by
the Pond Herons. This system of mutual
assistance is known as ‘° Commensalism.”
Beyond the buffaloes on the opposite shore of
the tank, a gigantic creeper entwining around a
tall tree attracted our attention. In its struggle
to reach the sunlight, it had smothered its host
and it stood there silhouetted against the land-
scape like some formidable ghost.

After about an hour on the bund, we retraced
our footsteps to the resthouse. A deep silence
punctuated only by the ncessant shrieks of
countless cicadas and the strident calls of a
Green Barbet, reigned in the neighbourhood.
When we were near the resthouse, we were
startled of a sudden by a snake which glided
across our path. The reptile was long and thin
like a piece of knotting rope. After passing
us it paused and, lifting its head, looked at us
inquiringly. Mr. Somanader went closer, and
after subjecting it to a close scrutiny, announced
that it was a Chequered Keel-back, which was
NON-poisonous.

Noticing a flash of gold darting in and out
of the foliage in the hedge around the grounds
of the resthouse, 1 stopped to ascertain what
occasioned this phenomenon. 1 soon found out
that the gold was the rich-yellow lower plumage
of a bird, but the bird itself continued to
elude me. At length it showed itself clinging
to a twig head downwards. Its upper plumage
was of dark greenish-black and we had no
difficulty in recognising 1t as the Ceylon Iora.

Back at the resthouse we had a sumptuous
repast and then fell into conversation with two
German engineers who had just arrived. They

100

were motor-cycling to Haputale. One of them
was frank and communicative. The other was
taciturn and reserved. The sociable individual
warmed up when we broached the subject of
Ceylon'’s wild life. He told us that one of his
hobbies was making colour photographs and that
he hoped to make some pictures of forest
scenery on his present trip.

Shortly afterwards we commenced our return
journey. Our programme for the afternoon was
a visit to the Periyapullumalai Tank and there-
after another visit either to Unichchai or Rugam
Tank. Off Periyapullumalai Tank we got out
of the car and began our investigations. On the
way to the bund we observed the much-reviled
Lantana growing luxuriantly. The spectacle
that awaited us when we had climbed on to
the bund was magnificent. Spread out before
us was a sheet of water about a quarter mile 1n
length and about 300 yards broad surrounded
by rtall trees. Among these trees were the
Kumbuk revealing the large respiratory roots
which they had specially developed to breathe
during flood time. A part of the tank surface
was carpeted with the leaves of the water-lily
and here and there some of its flowers were
in bloom. Gaudy coloured dragon-flies skimmed
across the water. We seated ourselves on the
turf to take in our fill of the grandeur of this
spectacle. During our stay there we saw Bee-
eaters hawking insects on the wing, Snake-
darters nestling on the topmost branches of the
tall trees that dotted the margin of the tank,
large Egrets with their snowy plumage, Pied
Kingfishers, White-breasted Kingfishers, My-
nahs, Pond Herons and many Spotted doves
which flew across up and down. Later, while
sauntering along the bund, we picked up the
cast-oft slough of a cobra. A plaintive cry,
which rent the air from time to time in the
distance across the water, made us scan the
opposite end of the tank with the field-glasses.
We perceived a herd of buffaloes being forded
across, a small portion of the heads and bodies
only of these creatures being noticeable above
the water. The wailing notes were the cries
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uttered by the herdsmen to direct the beasts.
As we did not have much time to spare, we
elected to proceed to Rugam tank. While
proceeding I could not help admiring the splen-
did Rain trees ("' Ingasaman ”’) that grew along
the roadside. These trees threw out their
long gnarled branches over the roadway and
made an admirable canopy to protect the way-

farer from rain and from the scorching rays of

the sun. It must have been a person with vision
who had caused such trees to be planted here.
Their usefulness would dcﬁnitely have been
greater long, long ago when motor cars were

IN SEARCH OF THE JUNGLE

unknown and when the only means of transport
was a cart or one's feet. On these trees were
seen more than one v;.lriety of orchids, Pol)-'—
podium, I)rymog]nssum and other epiphytic
plants. On the way Mr. Somanader showed
me a Nux-Vomica tree on which he had seen
Hornbills ago when it
in fruic; on these fruits the birds fed.
When we came to Rugam tank the sky was
overcast. Snake-darters and other birds, fear-
ing a downpour, were hurrying to seek shelter
in time. The effects of the droughr were most
noticeable here. The bed of the tank was

SEven sometime was

Liny fishes

rocks .Lﬁ the tank-spill.

(Tamil—:* Pal-Paravai "),
women with ¢ nrb;m\goo %

Photo by S.V.0.S.
caught by Muslim

in the shallow waters of' the fast-
drying Rugam Tank ;j__dt-tring drm-igﬁrj,

are l!fr.'_-'zg dried on the
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visible in many places. Some statistics carved
on one of the rocks at the entrance to the tank
indicated that there had been a major flood here
in January, 1913. The water had risen to a
height of 22 feec. The fact that inundations
occurred here from time to time was evident
from the decayed debris which had got caught
on the branches of tht, trees outside th bund.
As we walked on the bund, we heard the cries
of Hornbills, which rang out clearly from the
recesses of the forest. Two Pompadour Green
Pigeons were observed in flight, and on a rock
in the gully outside the bund we saw a small
Ceylon Kingfisher. In the distance a flock of
White Egrets was seen at the water’s edge.
From the concreted bund near the tank-s PI”
we found a large number of small fishes (called
** Pal-Paravai ") spread out on the rocks below
to dry. A ﬁbherman near by told us that they
were caught with ** Athangoos " by the women-

folk who, after ** treating *’ them took them to
the village market for sale. He also told us that
wild elephants haunted the neighbourhood late
at night.

On our way back from Rugam tank we saw

pretty sylvan scene. In a clearing of the
forest, numerous cattle were being penned up
for the night in a circular, hypaethral wooden
structure. Earlier, we had seen these same cattle
grazing on the clearing. As good pasture and
water were available, the animals looked sleek
and well-conditioned.

While returning to Batticaloa, Mr. Somanader
lamented that the day had been LOIT]P&IJ[]VC]\'
uneventful. I did not share his opinion for

once, and whether I was right or wrong, I shall
leave 1t to my readers to judge. To me at any
rate, though I did not see all that he

saw in his previous trips, 1t was full of thrills,
well worth going a1 long way with him to see.

A TANK AT SUNSET

There is no silence.

Thought alone can share

The sunset glow,

The vibrant air.

Comparison rfﬂrga‘ down to human sifie.
That crocodile, if seen with mundane eyes
Is but a n?phh or an outlined ?nonorﬁromf’
Whose gliding fails to break

The pffffrr mirror of the lake.

Vet like rf,fﬂ_wng_fex,

Hanging a withered fruit upon a [mgﬂzss tree
Or stirred by advent of the mg/

To slow, dc[:bmrte pterodactyl’s flight,

102

Its mmgf’ in this modern time
Recalls primaeval, fearful slime.
The ceaseless movements of a nwrimf birds,
That wheel and circle, settle, rise again,
Make pigquant all eternity ;
And all their restless clamour only serves
To underline the calm

The fixed perfection of a lotus bloom,
When seen beneath the ch mromg tints,
The flaring streaks, the fading washes of the sky,
Accentuates the insignificance of man,
“And magnifies the immense serenity.

' PADDY.
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W ater-holes

OUR of us went on a rrip at the end of
another
We Lcli"ﬂ}.\td .ﬂ‘nour twenty miles off

July, my husband, myself and
couple.
the main road near a tiny village, where there
was a very fine spring, odd mI]k\ looking water,
butvery good. The \l]ltth’lH told us that the last
European to visit them had been Harry Storey !
We had very little idea where we were, as the
1-inch map Jppuntd quite haywire. Villages
were either not marked or were in LO]'I"IP](‘['(I\
the oppmlte direction, the
side of the track and springs and water-holes

were ['ﬂl[th h()l'l"l \’\-ht]_L [I']L‘x

rivers ran wrong

were :nLlPPOhL‘d ro

By K. E. W.
around us and on the rocks by the spring
drinking, strutting and prcmilw. Flycatchers

of i\tl‘; kind ]‘»I(Iahtd into the water 1n a
ln\\rldumu L}iudnmo}u of
verditer and paradise were the most numerous.

chestnut

colour. Azure,

At one time, we had about a dozen
paradise flycacchers sitting 1 a bush by our
hide. Too much Iwht and shadow for ph(}m~
graphy unfo]lumul\ Bulbuls, yellow-browed
red-vented, and black-capped.
R ufous \«'oodpeckc‘rs, ]\’mghshm's, dmngos and a
There was so much noise

white-browed

dozen other varieties
and movement that our eyes and necks were

Po reupine

We'd

Were

be ! weren 't \\'()l‘]‘\'ilN

GU[ to w hLlL we-.meant to go Jmi II'IL’IL

However, we

three water-holes within three miles.

One was a milky spring, beaurtitully set in the
jungle, which seemed to be attended mostly by
dul and birds, though we did see buffalo and
leopard tracks.

We sat there dusk

evening, just to watch the birds. They
quite fantastic, every concetvable variety and in

such numbers, all b"ll'h[ng. drinking and talking.

from one

4 p-m. ull

were

About fifty l‘-:onzmnn\ga and paddy doves sat

aching trying to watch them all. As we got up
at sunset, a red deer barked rten yards
like 2 good
noise it is for

to leave
away and saw us off as it
watchdoo. What a very

such a small animal.

were,
large

We finished the eve ening l\\ tlIlHl‘ll]U a ruined
dagoba and watching the sunset over the jungle

fmm the top.

The old steps and guardstones
were there and a large shallow trough-like round
stone, with a tiny drip hole in it. " Could it be
clock? A thousand years or so had
made very little Impression on them.

a water
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Our next water-hole was not such a pleasant
spot, but equally fascinating. A vast outcrop
of rock with a murky green pool under an
overhang and, twenty yards above it, a natural
bastion about five feet high, backed by an
enormous rock. The cracks in the bastion
were filled in with loose boulders, which left us
quite a large space like a half moon in which to
sit.  This was an all night session, so we had a
couple of bed rolls, food water, guns, etc.
The trackers were terrified of the numerous
bear in that area and left us at the double at
4 pm. and who could blame them. They
were returning about six-thirty a.m. the next
nlornlllg.

There was a terrific thunderstorm going on
twenty miles away and unfortunately we caught
the outer edges of it. We looked at each other
in dismay, we didn’'t fancy sitting in wet
clothes for fourteen hours and were afraid the
animals would not come. However, it was
too late to go back, so we prepared to endure
and luckily the shower was short. We pushed
the bedrolls into a little crevice in the rock
behind us to keep them dry and the noise of
pushing them in and getting them out sounded
excruciatingly Joud !

The storm cleared, but left behind a variable
wind and a very misty moon, made
seeinb difhcult. We heard our first visitors
coming a long way in the jungle and suddenly
three pig loomed up on the rock ten yards away,
a boar and two sows. The next arrivals were a
couple of bears, they came right in front of us,
caught our scent and were off like a flash. We
could hear them crashing through the jungle
for ages.

After that and for the rest of the night, we
were literally pestered by porcupine. There
must have been ten or a dozen of them. The)
weren't the least bit scared, but very mqumtw
They circled all round us, one minute just
under us, the next on the rock above us having a
look and even snifling and grunting at the
cracks in the rocks. All very disconcerting to a
novice like me ! Unless they actually gave their

which
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alarm cry and shuddered their quills, they
sounded to me just like bear grunting and made
my hair stand on end. One chattered a few
feet from my head when I was lying down and
[ was neally airborne ! However, I must say
that when the moon came out and we could see
them, they were a magnificent sight, sailing past
us like lictle galleons with all their quills erect.

After 8 p.m. we took watches. Three-
quarters of an hour standing at the breastwork
and three-quarters of an hour lying down.
Two on and two off. I don't think we qlept
much, but l)lm_‘ back was a great relaxation
after the strain of trying to see and hear.

We had another bear scare about 2 a.m. but
it was so hard to see that it may well have been
the ever present porcupines.

The moon sank about 3 a.m. and we were left

with only starlight to see by. Very decepti\'e
every rock seemed to move if you looked at it
long enough. My husband and I were on
watch. Al] very quiet. I was sitting
down and he was leaning on the breastwork
looking over to the left. T heard a faint grunt
which T thought came from one of the other
two x]eepmg My husband turned towards
me to come and change places, when he heard a
scratching noise and to his horror found himself
looking into a leopard’s face at a range of
eighteen inches ! The brute was standing on
hzs hind legs with his forepaws on the protecting
wall, he must have seen or heard something
which aroused his curiosity. I heard my
husband give the sort of strangled shout he makes
in his sleep when he is having a nightman and
for a second T saw ears silhouetted against the
sky. No room or time to get the rifle up and
my husband picked up a Lnge boulder off the
breastwork and threw it at the leopard. Boulder
and leopard crashed down the rocks and I just
got my torch on in time to catch a glimpse of
wildly working back legs and tail vanishing
round a rock. Going literally like a scalded cat,
followed by a flow of lurid remarks from my
husband.

We were all shaking like aspens after this

was
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little efforc! It shook us to think that the
leopard had got right up under our feet without
us hearing or seeing anything. When you are
looking out into darkness, you automatically
look out, not down. For the last two watches
before dawn, we were all doubly alert. Eyes,
ears, heads turning in every direction! Of
course the chances of anvrhmg coming back
after that uproar was very slight, but when one 1s
tired and one’s nerves have beenat full stretch for
hours on end, it 1s diflicult to think rationally.
In spite of the fact that we saw nothing more
bar one or two imperturbable porcupine, I know
that during my last watch in the dark, I quite
firmly stood the whole time with a torch 1

DOWN THE MAHAWELI GANGA

each hand and my head turning like a teetotum
in all directions. After that I fell asleep and
when I awoke it was daylight and we all tucked
in ravenously to sandwiches and coffee and
speculated on the story Mr. Leopard would tell
his family when he ¢ got home !

A wonderful experience and one I would not
have missed for the world. Speaking for
myself, T was qulte f'rankly scared stiff all night,
but at the same time it has an unholy fascina-
tton, and I know I'd do it again in spite of the
fright.

We did not shoot anything and we got no
photographs, but 1 rhmk we all reckoned that
we had had our money’s worth.

Down the Mahaweli Ganga

I HAVE just been reading an interesting article
in the Loris, June, 1955, by Philip E. Crowe
and being, I think, the only member alive
who attended the first and oug{ml meeting of
the Society at the Bristol Hotel in 1804, it
inspires me to write about just the same trip
I and a cousin of mine, Capt. H. Kirkpatrick
of the then 16¢th Lancers, made in 1891 or 1392.
I have forgotten which of these years. My
cousin was stationed in Lucknow, India, then
and came to have a lictle big-game shooting
when I owned Mousagalla Estate in Matale
East. I made all the arrangements and sent
two bullock carts with our “‘ sarman’ a few
days before we started from Matale to Habarana
in Her Majesty’s Mail cart, consisting of a
longish carc with seats along the sides and
drawn by two bulls which were changed every
five miles. We had a late lunch at the Dambulla

Resthouse and arrived at Habarana in the
evening and found that our carts had
arrived.

The next morning we started off to Minneriya,
the road was only made for about two miles

By T. Y. WRIGHT

from Habarana and from there on to Polonnaruwa
was only a cart track and consequently at every
small stream or bad part of the track we had to
unload the carts and load them again at the
other side and it was evening by e time e
arrived at Minneriya. I was so y done I fell asleep
near the tank bund. We eventually put up
for the night in a hut and next morning
continued our way past Giritella to Polonnaruwa.
We did some shooting from here. As my cousin
could not speak Sinhalese or Tamil, the Revenue
Officer, I think, Mr. Jayawardene, who was
very kind in helping us, obtained a tracker
who could speak English and one evening they
went to a water-hole about three miles alon;
the road to Minneriya. They were sitting behind
a small rock wall overlooking the water-hole
when the tracker told my cousin to run; he
looked behind him and there was a big she
elephant with a calf; he grabbed his rifle and
ran to the nearest bit of jungle and the tracker
went off in another direction with the ammuni-
tion, but of course the rifle was loaded and my
cousin fired a shot and the, elephant after
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throwing about the rug on which he was
sitting and some other things, went off.

Mr. Ievers, the Government Agent  at
Anuradhapura, refused to give us elephant
licences for the N.C. Province as he said too
many had been given out ; so we were advised
to write to the A.G.A. Trinco for the Eastern
Province. Two villagers were sent oft and came
back very quickly with two licences. We
advised that down the river was a very good
place for elephants but how to get there was a
bit of a conundrum. The Revenue Ofhcer
came to our aid and got two boats for us;
they were tied together and some planks tied
across them. T believe one of the boats was a
Fen) boart, ﬂed for crossing the river to
Manampitiya. The first mghr we camped on
the right bank not far from a village called
Mutur, but not the Mutur mentioned by
Mr. Crowe near the mouth of the river. During
the night a large herd of elephants crossed the
river quite close to our camp. We passed the
rock shaped like an elephant’s head and
eventually we arrived at the junction where the
river divides into two branches ;

were

we went some

way down the right arm and camped. The
next day or two we came across one or two
ehphanrs bur had no luck, so as time was

getting short we decided to return to Polon-
naruwa. On the way up stream, the trackers
told us that on the northern bank of the river
there was a very good place for elephants—so
we landed and went through a stretch of jungle
and after a mile or two came out into a large
plain and sure enough there was an elephant a
lietle distance away. It seemed to be
our way and. as the wind was favourable, my
coustn and [ and one tracker squatted down and

coming

waited for him. My cousin was to have first
shot and T was to fire immediately after. The
elephant advanced to about 15 or 20 yards

from us and I thought my cousin would never
fire but he did and the eleplmnt was killed.
fired immediately after but the elephant must
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have been falling as my shot was just a bit on
the left of the |1ump in his forehead—this was
the first elephant 1 at the death
of.

On the way back thlough the jungle we
came across a ]qrg)e herd of elephanrw which were
running about all over the plue with their ears
and tails up, but we stayed * doggo '’ behind
trees and they eventually went off.

When I got back to Mousagalla I received a
letter from the Government Agent, Anuradha-
pura, saying he was fining me for shooting an
elep]mnr in the North Central Province after

refusing to give us a licence. I wrote to him
and told him that I'refused to pay a licence fee, as
we had licences for the Eastern Province and had
purposely gone there, and there were no notices
anywhere to say where the N.C.P. and E.P.
joined. Anyway he fined two trackers
Rs. 10 each. When later on shooting with
Harry Storey I found one of the trackers I
remunerated him but never found the other
one.

The Manampitiya jungles were famed for
large elephants. E. G. Wood of Gallantenne
Estate and I shot a very large one not far from
Manampitiya. We tried to measure it when 1t
was on the ground by placing a stick at its
shoulder and pulling out 1ts {'UILIC}_‘ straight ;
it came out at 12 feet, but there must have
been something wrong as there are no elephants
in Ceylon of this size. The circumference of
the forefoot, when it was dry, measured 62}
or 63 inches in Kandy making it about 10 ft.
5 tnches. This elepham was just a liccle less
than the large one shot by E. L. Walker. I
went several shoots with Harry Storey, who
incidentally was a distant Coniiction of mine,
and was going with him when he was badly
mauled by a lmpald but the Boer War came
on just at this time and I went there.

Wishing all good luck to the Society in their
endeavours, and congratulations to the Editor on
very interesting Loris.

was 1n

the
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Guns

’I‘-O paraphrase Mr. Jorrocks " a red coat
doesn’t make a fox hunter,”” and likewise,
the possession of fine firearms doesn’t produce
the trophies, but both refinements contribute
greatly to the pleasures of hun[‘ing and shooting.
The analogy stops there, however, for a pink
coat can't save a life and a gun certainly can.
A strong case can be made (to oneself, if not to
one’s wife) that the best rifle or shotgun on the
market 1s not a luxury .1t 1s life insurance.
Back i 1935, when I was shooting in French

Indo-China, I was asked b) the authorities at’

Dalat to attend the funeral of two fellow
Americans. They were young army ofhicers
from Manila who had taken their
Annam and, despite the warnings of almost
everyone, insisted on hunting Gaur with .30
army rifles. The Gaur or Sladang 1s the largest
bovine on earth. Standing six feet at the
shoulder and weighing ne:ul)- a ton, the old
bulls are capable of pressing home a charge that
send full grown tigers scurrying out of therr way.
Reconstructed, the tragedy happened this way.
The Gaur—a big bull from his slot marks had
backtracked, hidden in the jungle unul the two
lteutenants and their tracker passed, and then
charged them from behind. Both rifles were
found to have been fired and the bull may even
have been hit but there is no stopping power in
small calibre bullets. He caught both men on
his horns, tossed them and then stamped them
into the ground.

The incident made a profound impression on
me for I had just killed a Gaur with my .405
Winchester and was amazed to see how much
lead he took before he dropped. I put four
shots 1nto his shoulder at flft) yards, but he did
not fall dead for another hundred yards. He was
not coming at me but if he had been the four
300 grain bullets with a total shock
more than five tons would not have stopped him.
Then and there I decided that even though I
could not aftord a new best quality rifle, 1

was

leave 1n’

force of

and Game

PHILIP K. CROWE

going to invest immediately in a second-hand one.
I was not able to buy a oood second-hand English
rifle in Sargon, but I la.mu:la Jeftrey 450 double
and even thoucrh it has seen many years’ service
and the lands were worn, it served me well
during many months in the jungles of Indo-
China.

All the best rifles are not made in England
but there is no doubt that the great majority of
them are made there. The PIOiGhb[OITl] hunters
of Africa and Asia invariably buy best quality
British rifles and would certainly not pay the

tarift if they did not consider such firearms a

vital parc of their equipment. A few good
]T}EC] I L 3]'ld ht‘ﬂ\-'}" ri ﬂ{.’s are }“I'Od UCEC{ I 11
America but there is little market for them as

there are \'irtua]ly no antmals 1n North America

which cannot be safely handled with small
calibres. Jim Bond, the well-known Alaskan
hunter, uses a .300 Weatherby Magnum, and

Charles Seldon, one of the famous bear hunters
of the Territory, killed over 8o Alaskan brown
bears with a .256 Mannlicker.

While there are
rifles T believe
delineated by Sir Gerald Burrard in his *
Rifles.”” He large bore
with a calibre of not less than
.450. Heavy medium bores ; less than .450
but not less than .400. Medium bores : less
than . 400 but not less than .318. Small bores :
calibres less than .318. He classifies magnum
medium bore rifles as those which develop a
muzzle velocity of 2,500 feet per second or
more and magnum small bore rifles as those which
also develop 2,500 feet per second or more
He defines a light game rifle as one which
develops a muzzle energy of less than 1,500-foot
pounds or fires a bullet of less than 50 grains in
\a\-'t:ight

In Ceylon, where I have done most of my big
game bhOO[IIl}_‘ for the past two years, a hcw
rifle 1s not a Httﬁ‘\n[t} unless one is after rogm

vartous ways of c]assif}'ing
that the most logical 1s that
Notes
defines

on Hpol tmu

rifles as thObt
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elephant. My favourite gun for shooting on the
[sland has been a .318 Westley Richards.
Weighing only 71 pounds and developing a
muzzle energy of nearly 3,000-foot pounds with
the 180 grain bullet, the .318 is plenty heavy
enough for bear and wild boar and not too
heavy for sambur or axis deer. I have a four-
power lightweight German scope mounted on
this rifle which can be rapidly detached if
necessary.

I also possess an 8 mm. (.315) Mannlicher-
Schonauer which I bought years ago at an auction
of the eftects of Florenz Zeigtield, the producer
of the Follies. The carbine model of 1908,
this litele rifle has served me well under all kinds
of conditions. There is, of course, a great deal
of difference in the cost of a Mannlicher and a
Westley Richards—the former selling for about
a quarter of the price of the latter—and there
is no question as to the .318 being the better
rifle.

It is only when one is hunting dangerous
game that the possession of a best quality heavy
rifle becomes really important. John Taylor,
the author and white hunter, had a shattering
experience when armed with a cheap 10-75 mm.
rifle of German origin. He had closed with a
large herd of elephant in the long grass of the
Angont Plateau in Portuguese East Africa, and
suddenly  spotted a magnificent  tusker
standing broadside 20 feet away. He threw up
his rifle and pulled the trigger. The only
result was a click. Furiously working his bolt,
he pulled the trigger again and got—another
click. Subsequent examination showed that the
firse click had been a miss fire (due to cheap
continental ammo) and the second was caused
by a break of the magazine spring. Not a nice
experience in the midst of a big herd of elephant
in long grass.

The incident is not exceptional. Colonel St.
Alden, a planting friend of mine in Burma, had
the fright of his life when his old 10.75 mm.
(-423) Mauser jammed. He had just shot a
tiger from a machan, and, having waited for
some fifteen minutes and believing the beast
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quite dead, had climbed down and walked up
to the tiger. He was an experienced hunter but
forgot to throw a new cartridge into the breech
before approaching the big cat. When he was
within ten feet of it the tiger bounded up,
roared and charged. Wrenching open the bolt
he tried to slam a new shell into the chamber,
only to have the mechanism jam. The tiger
luckily had been hit hard the first time and died
in the act of attacking him. Even then the
weight of its charge knocked St. Alden over and
gave him a severe bruising.

I have shot tiger in both India and Indo-China
and am a firm believer in a heavy double
barrelled rifle firing a cartridge with an 1m-
pressive amount of what Taylor, in his good
book ** Big Game and Big Game Rifles,” calls
" knock out value.” Although Taylor com-
puted these values primarily to apply to solid
bullets used against massive-boned animals such
as buffalo and elephant, they are just as valid
against the big cats. A big male tiger can weigh
five hundred pounds and is capable of springing
twenty feet through the air. Shock is what is
wanted and suthcient shock to stop the tiger—
even though momentarily—no matter where you
hit him.

Taylor thinks that 50 knock-out values are
the very least that a beginner or even the
average occastonal sportsman should use on
dangerous game. No rifle with a bore of less
than .425 fits this category. The knock-out
value of the Mauser 10.75 mm. (.423),
mentioned above, is 46.1 ; that of my old
.405 Winchester only 38.2 ; and even that of
a Jeffrey .400 is under the safety limit with
49.1. With this premise in mind I purchased
a Westley Richards - 4235 double rifle and have
never had cause to regret my decision to buy it.

There are many advantages in the double
rifle.  All big game hunters know that it is the
second shot that counts and with a double you
can get off the second blast with a minimum of
time and a complete absence of noise. The
metallic a:lamouremanating from the manipulated
bolt of even the best oiled magazine rifle is
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bound to be heard by the hunted antmal and
when that animal s a dangerous one noise 1s a
thing to avoid. Another great advantage of the
double, especially when hunting dangerous
game, 1s the ease with which one can bring it to
bear. Almost all magazine rifles are operated
by means of bolt and, as it 1s difficult to perform
this operation while the rifle is being hotsted to
the shoulder, time is lost before it can be put
nto action.

But perhaps the most important advantage of
a double over a magazine rifle is its balance.
The single barrelled rifle simply does not have
the concentration of weight between the hands
that a double enjoys. To paraphrase old
Jorrocks again “‘any quad will get you there, but
the ’igh metaled 'unter is more fun.”” You
pay for the pleasure ; the double by a good
maker sells for two to three times the price of
a good magazine rifle.

The novice 1s apt to think that all the maker
has todo to turn out adoublerifle 1s to mount two
rifle barrels parallel to each other. This 1s far
from the case. The barrels must be adjusted
so that when the right barrel 1s fired the recoil
will not throw the muzzle to the right. The
firing of the left barrel tends to throw the
muzzle to the leftc. Accordingly the barrels
must be so that their axes slighrly converge.
The degree of convergence vartes with different
loads and individual rifles. The net of 1t 1s
that the only method of producing a perfect
shooting double is by trial and error and yet
the famous British makers turn out doubles
with which a grouping of three inches can be
attained at one hundred yards. The infinite
patience and skill required to regulate the posi-
tion of the barrels accounts for an important
segment of the h igh cost of these rifles.

Many of the professional hunters in Africa
prefer to have their heavy doubles built without
automatic ejectors. They object to the noise
inherent in the ejection of the spent shells.
Personally I like automartic ejectors and feel that
in most situations the more than
compensated by the faster loading of the rifle.
Professionals also prefer their doubles without
automatic safeties, and cite numerous cases where
hunters have lost their lives through forgetting

noise 1s
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to push forward the safety after reloading their
rifles. Again I don’t agree with them. If one
is used to a shotgun, one unconsciously pushes
the safety forward before firing and since a
double rifle is the spitting 1mage of a shotgun,
even to the dual triggers and location of the
safety, I see no reason to forget to use it when
using the rifle. i

A very useful weapon for following up
wounded tiger or lion is not a rifle at all but a
smooth bore double barrelled gun with just a
few inches of rifling toward the end of the

tubes. Known as a ** Paradox,”’ these guns can
fire both shot or ball and are lethal at short
ranges. The 12-bore paradox magnum 1s

especially effective against soft skinned dangerous
game and weighing only about 8 pounds can
also be used as a shotgun for bird shooting.

For shooting in Ceylon, however, the ordinary
shotgun 1s quite sufficient. I have a Parker that
my father gave me thirty years ago and which I
have used on everything from leopard to snipe.
A 12-bore, twenty-eight inch barrel gun without
automatic ejectors, it has given me a [ifetime of
service and shows no signs of weakening. The
Parker is one of the few really good shotguns
made in America and meortunately 1S no longer
being produced.

There 1s one trouble with using a twelve-bore
shotgun in the jungle. It makes a devil of a lot
of notse. Even my little Fox 20-bore is apt to
frighten everything for quite a distance and, if
one’s purpose in using a scatter gun is only to
bag some birds for the pot, the risk of driving
away important game s much too great. The
solution is a .22 Hornet with a rtelescopic
sight. So accurate are these little rifles chat it
is quite possible to shoot a peafowl in the head
at a hundred yards and yet the report is so
inaudible that the bird may not even know you
are shooting at it.

[ also own a Remington automatic shotgun
and a Winchester pump gun which I find useful
for duck, especially in the Far East where the
bags are apt to be large, but frankly I don’c like
either gun. Artillery rather than shotguns
these heavy multi-shot weapons have nothing
but their low costs to recommend them. In
America the game laws force the owners of such
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shotguns to insert balks so that only three shots
can be fired before reloading.  Incidentally
[ was using my Winchester on the night the
leopard came to my kill at Bagara. 1| had loaded
the magazine but had forgotten to insert a shell
in the chamber. The result was a click and
lost leopard.  Such a situation could never have
arisen with a double barrelled gun.

Shotguns and even pamdmeb are only useful
for close shooting and their main function, where
big game is concerned, is a subsidiary one. The
zlﬂe 1s the primary arm and the sportsman, like
the wife hunter, is always yearning for
perfect * all around rifle.”” Reams have been
written on behalf of a dozen fine rifles which men
wise in the ways of the jungles and the plains
feel meet this definition. The late Malqmb
Guidon La Valle, my I‘IL]l‘ltll‘lg companion in
Indo-China, who had hunted in Africa, India
and Indo-China swore by his double 450-400
Purdey. He said it is up to the largest and
tougheat big game in the world and handles like
a bhot;lll‘l. Other popular candidates are the

1955

l]’lt‘

Rigby .41(\ magazine rifle, the .404 Jeffery,
and my 5 double Westley Richards.

\Velght howevm e«.ptua][) in the steaming
]unglLb of Asia, is an important factor in the
choice of an all around rifle. Remember you
will have to carry your heavy rifle at least part of
the time }ourbelt My . 425 weighs 11 pounds
and I consider this far too much wemht to lug
around in the tropics except on the back of an
elephant. Purdey’s double weighs 101 pounds
and even the two magazine rifles weighs ¢ pounds
or more each.

The question 1s therefore how can one acquire
a high degree of killing power in a relatiy ely
light rifle. The answer, I believe, is the .375
magnum built by Holland and Holland. The
magazine version weighs only 81 pounds and
yet the rifle 1s des]gncd to take three different
weights of bullet, suitable for vircually all types
of game. These bullets, moreover, have an
xtlamdman]} high striking velocity, with a
consequently devastating effect on the animal
hit. Taylor said of this rifle, *‘ the killing
power of the .375 magnum is something t]ldt
can only be properly appreciated by one who
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has used 1t on a large variety of game over a long
period of time. Excluding hcad shots, which
the brain and therefore only stun the
I 'have never known an animal brought
agamn. It

M1ss
animal,
down by this rifle to get to its feet
seems to have a paralyzing effect.’

I only recently purchased a .375 but have
shot with them on many occasions and they are
without hesitation my choice for the ‘*all
around rifle.”” T might add that Hollands new
.375 magnum can be fitcted with a vari-power
scope, which can be regulated to give the viewer
all degrees of maynhgatmn between 21 and
6 power. Loaded with the 2
bullet 1t 1s an excellent rth for all types of
Indian and Ceylon deer, while for Himalayan
bear and the common sloth bear of low-country,
India and Ceylon the 270 grain bullet is
certainly effective load. The 300 grain
bullet 1s quite big enough for tiger, sladang or
even elephant even though its ** knock-out "
value 1s only 40.1. The reason for this excep-
tion to the rule lies in the rifle's fanrasrécal]y
high striking velocity.

I have quoted the opinions of some well-
known hunters in the above but the fact remains
that the two most famous hunters of modern
times—Colonel Jim Corbett of India and Colonel
Paccerson of Africa—used very light rifles against
the most dangerous antmals known to man,
namely man-eaters. Jim Corbett, whom I had

35 gramn soft nosed

an

the honour of meeting twenty years ago in
Naint Tal, used a 275 to destroy many of the

grim killers listed in his classic tales of the
He repeatedly faced tigers which
had killed and eaten dozens of people, with a
rifle whose ** knock-out " value is so small that
Taylor does not even list it.
less than 20.

Colonel Patterson waged war against the man-

Kumaon hills.

[n any case it is

eating lions of Tsavo with a scarcely heavier
. 303, whose ¢ knock-out’ value is given as
19.2, the lowest in Taylor's list.

But unless you are aspiring to the honours
and horrors of a Corbett or a Patterson. I
Sl'rongl}' advise a ]10:&\'}-‘ rifle for the big cats and
the you pay for it the better 1t

be.

more will
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SPORTING AMMUNITION

ON

ynoch Centre-fire  Merallic
*Xmmumrlon umultl) manufactured b\ Messrs.
Imperlal Chemical Industries, anmoham,am‘l
give below a list of Large, Large “Medium,
Magnum Medium and Medium Bore cartridges
that are now being manufactured by the
company. It will be noted that a great many
calibres are no longer on the prodm.tl.on line.

Sporting

LARGE BORE

<577 Flanged. 750 gn. Solid.

. 500 Rimless. 570 gn. Solid and Soft.
.470 Flanged. 500 gn. Solid and Soft.
. 450 Flanged. 480 gn. Solid and Soft.

LARGE MEDIUM BORE

423 .. Rimless. 347¢n. Solidand Soft. (10.75mm.).

. 4053 Winchester. Rimless. 300 gn. Soft.

. 404 Rimless. 400 gn. Solid, Soft and Split.

.401 Rimless. 200 gn. Solid and Soft.

.450-400 Flanged. 400 gn. Solid and Soft in 3 ins. and
3% ins.

MAGNUM MEDIUM BORE

375 .. Magnum Flanged.

300 gn. Solid and Soft.

270 gn. Soft Nosed Pointed.
Magnum Rimless.

300 gn. Solid, Soft and Westley

Copper-Capped.
270 gn. Soft Nosed Pointed.
2 1. Copper Pointed.

o
~]
wn

Richards

he 4th August, 1955, I received a list of

By A. H. M. DAVIES

.218 .. Magnum Rimless.
250 gn. Solid and Soft. Also W.R's Pointed
Ni_ckel»(llppcd and Copper-Capped.
180 gn. Solid and W.R.C.C.
Rimless.
220 gn. Soft.
130 gn. Copper Poinred.
150 gn. Soft and Copper Pointed.

« 20-06

MEDIUM BORE

270 gn. Solid and Soft in 2} ins.
. 375 (9.5mm. M-S.) Rimless. 270 gn. Solid and Soft.
366 (9.3mm.) Rimless. 285 gn. Solid and Soft.
M-S.) Rimless. 245 gn. Solid and Soft.
.355 (9.omm.) Rimless. 245 gn. Solid and Soft.
.350 (Winchester) Rimless. 2350 gn. Soft.
.333 Rimless. 300 gn. Solid and Soft.
.315 (8.omm. M-S.) Rimless. 200 gn. Solid and Soft.
.315 (Mannlicher) Rimless. 244 gn. Solid and Soft.
.311 (7.9mm.) Rimless. 227 gn. Solid and Soft.
154 gn. Solid Pointed and Soft Pointed.
.303 (Savage) Flanged. 180 gn. Solid and Soft.
.303 ( Briti;h__] Flanéed. 215 gn. Solid and Soft.
174 gn. Solid and Soft Nosed Pointed.
Copper Pointed.

.375 Flanged.

-355 (9.omm,

150 gn.

If your calibre is not mentioned above it
would be advisable to get in touch with
Messrs. I. C. 1. as they are the sole manufacturers
of sporting ammunition in Great Britain.
Once the existing stocks of any type or calibre,
not mentioned above, has been exhausted, that
particular cartridge will then become obsolete.

A MOUTHFUL PERCHED ON TOAST

y

["ve walked for miles through paddy fields
Where every step to pressure -w'rlds

Where mud in fact can seem to r/mg

Like some more animated thing

To legs orown weary but for hope

That one small snipe will prove a dope,

And so allow a burried shot—

Of which, if I the bird have got
;g}ruwdhfa can boast,

Yet though the sun builds up its beat,

While e pritty mud abrades my feet,

And dech=chairs, baths, cool drinks may seem
The truth—and further progress dream-
['ve srﬂfgnh’d on with snamfd dull eyes
LTill I've obtained my well mmm’ prize
Until in fact a bird I've shot,

Which even when 1t's cooked is not

A moutbﬁtl perched on toast.

)

PADDY.

L
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Trout Fishing

T 1s almost mmpossible to mmprove on the

fabulous Himalayan pleasure land of Kashmir
but two men succeeded in doing it.  The Mogul
Emperor Jehangir built the lovely Shalimar and
an Englishman named Mitchell imported brown
trout. The result is that today one can wander
among the flowers and fountains of the famous
garden by the Dal Lake or, as I prefer, angle
along some of the world’s most sporting and
spectacular streams and rivers

Simply getting to Kashmir from the Island
of Ceylon, where we now live, took a bit of
doing. The distance from Colombo, at 6° north
latitude to Srinagar, capital of Kashmir at 34°
north 1s 1,848 miles but, as we were tied to
commercial air travel, the trip was nearly a
quarter longer. Flying first to Bombay and
then to Delhi, where we spent the night as
guests of Ambassador Cooper and his attractive
wife, we finally took off on Indian airlines for
the flight to the Vale of Kashmir. From Jammu,
the last airfield in the plains of India, we climbed
rapidly (without ptessurlzed cabin or oxygen)
and sailed over the nine thousand foot Banthal
Pass. On either flank snow-capped peaks
towered over us while below, like the teeth of a
vast brown shark, lay other jagged summits.
Our enjoyment of this superb vista was some-
what lessened by the knowledge that if the pilot
found fog at the end of the pass he would have
to turn around and return to Jammu. We were
lucky and, even though we coasted through a
white blanket of cloud for a few minutes, it
soon tore apart and we looked down on the
sparkling valley that is the Vale of Kashmir.
Emerald green paddy and fields of crimson
poppies and yellow mustard lay spread below
like some gorgeous tapestry. Well did the
Mogul Emperor cry ““ If there be paradise on
earth. This is it, this is it, this is it.”’

We—my wife, Irene and my daughter Rene
and I-—were met at the atrport by G. M. Butt,
a cordial white-bearded Kashmiri whose house
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in  Kashmir

By PHILIP' K. CROWE

boat, the ““Clermont,”” we were to make our base
during our 17 days stay in Kashmir. I might
add that Mr. Burtr specializes in Americans,
having had Adlai Stevenson and George Allen,
former Ambassador to India, as his guests.
What 1s more his boats, moored on the edge of
the Dal Lake, are extremely comfortable and his
food excellent. Said Mr. Stevenson in the guest
book ‘" an enchanted interlude that mended
body and mind.” As Mr. Stevenson made his trip
to Kashmir s]mrr]y after his defeat in the
presidential race, Mr. Butt's hospitality must
have been really extraordinary.

Kashmir has some three hundred miles of
trout water ranging from altitudes of above
eight thousand feet to about five thousand.
Most of these streams are wirhm sixty miles of
Srinagar and are laid out in ** beats "’ or two-mile
.Nl'lt‘ltht‘b‘ can be rented from the
Government. There are other streams, how-
ever, that were former]y the private preserves of
the Maharaja Hari Sing and are now reserved,
for State guests.

The best of these—the Tricher, the Nambal,
and part of the Liddar—are located in the lovely
[Liddar \-”n]lev and provide some nineteen miles
of superb h\hnw There are also certain very
good streams hLlCI‘I as the Kukernag and the
Kotsu, in the Liddar V;ll]ey. and the Verinag in
an adjoining valley where the [ishing 1s open to
the public on a limited basis and is very good.
The last category of streams are those open to
the public at all times and include most of the
Liddar and the Bringhi in the same general
area—about fifty miles south-east of Srin:
the streams mentioned above. North-west of
the capiral 1s the famous Sindh river where there
are a number of good public beats and near the
mountain resort of Gulmarg, twenty miles from
Srinagar, 1s the Tanmarg which holds some
good fish even though the altitude is over eight
thousand feet. The l\urdghal district in the
far north of the State is closed as it runs along

\V]"I [L]'l
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the Pak-Indian cease fire line and the Madmatt:
and Erin streams, which lie south of it and
empty into Wular Lake, the largest fresh water
lake in India, have not yet recovered from the
disruption following the vasion of the tribes-
men during the partition troubles of 1947.
There is also said to be some good public fishing
near Vishensar but the trek to it takes several
days on pontes.

Through the kindness of His Excellency
Sri Chakravarty, High Commissioner of India
in Ceylon, a wire was sent on my behalf
and when I called on Mr. G. M. Malik, chief of
the Fish Preservation Department of Kashmir,
I was told that T would be allowed to fish some
of the reserved waters as well as the public ones.
Col. Harry Nedoy also wrote for me to the
Vizier Amin Chand, Controller of the House-
hold of His Highness, the Yuvaraj. Another
friend who went out of his way to help me
arrange my Kashmir fishing was F. C. Badhwar,
former director of the Indian State Railways and
one of the keenest fisherman [ know. Also most
useful from a fishing standpoint was a book
called ‘° Kashmir Cameos’ written by my
friend T. W. Hockley of Ceylon.

On the crystal clear morning of Friday,
May 13, we took off in an old Chevrolet station
wagon for the Verinag, a stream some forty-seven
miles south of Srinagar. We had been unable
to book the government resthouse there so
decided to camp out and our tents and camp
furniture were piled on the roof of the car.
Momdu, Mr. Butt's number one servant and an
shikari with a great deal of camping experience,
was in charge. There was also Sultana, the
cook and Mohamed, the chauffeur. The road
to Verinag is the road to Jammu and runs
straight down the Vale of Kashmir to the
Banihal Pass where we swing left instead of
continuing over the pass into Jammu. For a
great deal of the way poplars line the road and
the fields on either side were ablaze with poppies
and blue and white Iris marking Moslem grave-
yards. We passed herds of sheep and goats,
tended by wild-looking men from the mountains
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and once a gypsy encampment with the curtous
little igloo-shaped felt tents that are the homes
of gypsies in this part of Asia.

There were many soldiers on the road and all
bridges were heavily guarcled. The previous
day fighting had broken out between the Indian
and Pakistan outposts along the cease fire line 1n
Jammu and fourteen men had been killed, eleven

of them Indians, of which one was a

major.

As we passed through the mountain terrain
just below the Banihal Pass we saw some
dangerous washouts. Twenty years ago when 1
made the trip over this Pass mn a model T Ford
the road was so bad that we took three days to do
the trip and barely crawled around the corners.
It is because it is so difficult to maintain the
road in avalanche country that the Indian
government ts now engaged 1n building a tunnel
under the mountain that will allow year—round
surface access to the valley. A German firm has
the three-year contract.

The Verinag, the source of the Jhelum, 1s a
spring-fed stream born in a great ﬁfty~f01.11'—foor
deep chasm around which is constructed a circle
of Mogul arches. The stream is then led by
canals through a lovely garden built by the
Emperor Jehangir and finally spills out into its
own bed where 1t prox-ides a series of fast runs
and deep pools.

There are some huge trout in the spring itself,
which, over the centuries, have come to have
religious significance to the Hindus. I watched
an old man {eeding them with rice and, lookillg
down into the green depths, saw submarine-
sized fish turn lazily to accept the offering.

Abdul, the old watcher, met us at the edge of
the stream and after examining my pe:'hmits
carefully—he was apparently amazed that any-
one was allowed to fish there as the stream had
been closed for two years—beamed at me and
immediately supplied me with Rishu, his best
shikari. T noted in his fishing book that the last
person to fish the Verinag before it was closed
in 1953 was our friend the Maharaja of Indore
who enjoyed some fine sport, his best catch
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being a thirteen pounder that he will undoubtedly
remember for many years to come.

[ had been advised by Mr. Ogden, the British
manager of Lloyds Bank in ‘srm’a@r that big
oaud} lures lmc-kt_d the big fellows in Kashmir
and accordingly 1 had puldmsed a dozen
monsters made of peacock feathers. Rishu had
shaken his head sorrowfully when I tried to tie
on an Alexander, one of my favourite Ceylon
flies, but broke into a broad grin and nodded his
head sagely when I finally produced a peacock.
Tying this to a 2-X gut leader and adding a
lictle lead wire near the fly, T was set to attack.

Tt had rained for several days and the water,
even though 1t came from a spring, was so
coloured that it seemed impossible that a trout
could see even my whiskbroom-sized lure. My
first cast, however, showed me that the fish of

Kashmir have better eyes than they do 1n
America. A lively one- pounder broke water,
curved over the ﬂ}. and dragged 1t under with a
jerk. I played him for a while and then let
Rishu net him, an operation he performed with
skill. The second cast also hooked a trout but
he did not rise and it was not until I started to
put strain on him that I realized that I was onto
a big hish. 1 found that T could not lead him
but kept all the strain on him 1 dared while he
went where he liked. Starting at the head of
the pool, which was about fifry feet long, twenty
feer wide and perhaps ten deep the trout swam
rapidly to the foot, hesitated a moment, and
then ran down the swift water into the next pool.
[ had only thirty yards of tapered line but
luckily had my waders on so was able to plunge
after him de‘ip]tﬁ the i1cy water. In the next
poo[ he played the same game and after swim-
ming around ]leI} for a few turns, took off
again down the river. It was during his second
run that I first saw him—a flash of )ellow belly
and a great beak of a mouth. He was \lblbh
tiring and at the head of the third pool Rishu
got his net under him and with a two handed
scoop brought my prize to shore. He tipped
the scales at 31 pounds, a nice trout if 1 say so

myself.
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[t was only after the trout was landed that I
happened to look around and realize that I had
an audience. There were a good fifty Kashmiris
observing the proceedings from either bank and
a mutter of approval broke from them as we
triumphed over the big fellow.

I caught eight more fish averaging two pounds
but let them ¢ go. There was no point in keeping
more than we could eat and four and a half
pounds of fish is a good breakfast for six in any
country. At noon rain clouds gathered and T
quit for the morning.  While I had been fishing,
camp had been pitched and a better location
would be hard to find. Behind the tents a
forest of fir trees climbed toward the snow peaks
and before them lay the sweep of the river,
winching away between the poplars to the
village of V erinag.

Tn the late afternoon, when the shadows were
beamnmg to creep down from the peaks, I fished
again ; this time taking Momdu as shikari. We
were interested only m’uea]l big fish and accord-
mgl\ tried onl} one pool, the one below a [011;
race where the roots of a huge Chinar tree
formed a subterranean chasm through which tht
white water thundered. allowed the fly ¢
drift under slowly and then pulled it back to
me with short jerks. The fly was almost out
from under the roots when there was a surge and
big trout sucked it in and made off up the pool.
This pool was 101&‘ and deep and the trout had
no desire to leave 1it. For ten minutes he wore
himself our against the current and then came
in nicely to the net. Weighing in at 3 pounds
he was a prize worth having.

Back at camp' we sat before the tents, admired
the light of the setting sun on the snow fields
and sipped well earned Scotch w hiskey and spr ing
My wife and daughter w ho are not
Pal'ricu]nrly fond of ﬁshing informed me that
r|1e' had put in a hnpp' day. Irene sketched
and Rene rode one of the little K Kashmiri ponies.
Sultana’s dinner was a tr tumph of culinary art.
He gave us fish soup, fried trour, shishkababs
and rice, carrots, new potatoes, sptnach, toast
fricrers and coffee : all of which were produced

water.
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on a wood fire, converted by a sheet of metal
into a semblance of a stove. Furthermore,
Momdu encircled his waist with a blue cumer-
bund, added a turban and served us with great
pomp and ceremony. I confess I never miss the
" come-and-get-it-school "’ when something
better 1s available.

Night came and the air, which is a]wa)b brisk
at six thousand feet, tarned i icy cold.  We piled
on blankets, closed the flags of the tent and
slept.” The last thing I heard were the drums
beating in the nearby village for the end of the
day’s fasting., It Ramazan and good
Moslems could not partake of food or water
U.nt[] nléhr[‘ﬂll.

The first day’s fishing had been on the
Number One beat of the Verinag and the second
day T went several miles down the river to the
Number Two beat. The river down there
having been fed by numerous freshets from the
snows, carried a far heavier head of warer and I
had to add lead to my leader in order ro sink
the fly. The scenery also changed.
the villagers’ gardens through which the head
waters ran, the stream wound between
endless fields of paddy whose brown waters
reflected the snow peaks like so many copper
mirrors. It was a lovely sight and for a few
minutes | almost forgot to fish.

My first strike was in fast water and che fish,
which T never saw, broke me with ease. Fitting
another leader and tying on the proverbial
peacock at the tip and a brown hackle on the
dropper, [ cast again into the wild water.

Hardly had the flies sunk out of sight when two
fish hit them and, even though one shook itself
oft, I netted a fine two pounder. And so it went
during the long clear Kashmir morning. I kept
. four fish, all over a pound and my best was two
and a half pounds. T lost four fish, all, of course,
monsters, and threw back sixteen fish. The
smallest trout 1 caught was ten inches long and
I threw him back to grow up.

In the late afternoon we broke camp, drove
thirty miles to the Liddar Valley, to camp on
the Tricker River near the burned out ruins of

was
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the late Maharaja’s resthouse. Itis a beautiful
location and has the added advantage of being
several miles from the nearest village so that we
were spared the crowding of the curious. How-
ever, the head watcher, Kudusmere, appeared as
if b}-‘ magic from the middle of a field of bright
yellow mustard. In no time a working gang of
five had been recruited to get up the tents,
provide Rene with a pony, and erect my
collapsible chair and desk so thar I could write
this log. As I mentioned above, the Tricker
used to be one of the Maharaja’s personal
streams and 1s still reserved for guests of the
government. The record brown trout caught on
beats number 5 and 6, which were allotted me,
was ten pounds.

As the sun set I took Rene our for a lictle
practice and she hooked and landed two good
trout at once on her first cast. The stretch of
stream 1n front of camp fairly teemed with fish
but they were not above a pound and small for
the Tricker. The next day was Rene’s thirteenth
birthday and Momdu celebrated the event by
having the cook bake a magnificent fish cake,
replete with candles—which he borrowed from a
nearby shrine.

The snow water is so cold that hahmo 1S not
good until the sun has warmed the stream a bit
and it was nine- thirty before Kudusmere and his
two retainers—one for carrying my kit and one
for carrying the fish—led me down to the
confluence of the Tricker and the Liddar, where
the warters of the two streams meert in the great
pool.

At this point T must say a word about tackle.
Some years ago I bought an Orvis ** Battenkill ’
fly rod. Made 0Fm1p1 egnated bamboo, weighing
3 and ¢ ounces and 7 and 1 feet long, the rod
has Ntl\td me well under mndlrlom ranging
from the tropical heats of the low- country rivers
of Ceylon to the Himalayas. 1 have used it for
seer ﬁshmg in the Indian Ocean and for bass in

Maryland.  For trout I fit it with a British made
Young Beaudex reel and tapered c casting line.

The Peacock lure, which proved such a killer
on the V erinag, did nort please Kudusmere and

LS

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



LORIS, December, 1955

he insisted on a Golden Lion lure with a
Watsons Fancy on the dropper. The Golden
Lion, I might add, 1s just as fantastic looking an
affair as the Peacock, only more so. A medley
of tawny coloured feathers tied to two golden
bound hooks, is a device to tempt a shark.
Kudusmere also objected to my 2-X leader.
“All right little fish of Verinag " he said but
here ** him bust quick.”

However, I decided to try with the 2-X and
accordingly cast out over the pool and drew the
line 1n slowly, allowing the flies to sink about
six inches below the surface. There was a
surge, a sharp pull and the new Hardy gut
leader parred with a ping. Changing to 1-X
I was soon in to another fish and after a good
battle Kudusmere netted a fine three and half
pounder. By noon the coolie carrying my kreel
was staggering under 13} pounds of tish
(presents for friends in Srinagar) resulting froma
grand morning's sport ; the toral included a
4-pounder which was netted just as the leader
parted, a 33- pounder that led me into a pool
above my waders ; a 31 pound rainbow, the only
rainbow [ mugﬂht on this beat, and four 500(.‘1
fish ranging from 2 to 23 pounds.

After a succulent lunch of fish and duck curry,
we slept for several hours and it was not tll four
that T invaded the stream again. This time we
went directly to the Liddar with the intention of
bettermg my erstwhile record of four pounds.
Starting to fish at the foot of a long run of heavy
water, I caught several two-pounders which 1
released, and was just about to move on down
stream, Wh&l‘l IT]Y dI‘OpptI‘ H\ i \'\’l—l[Cl'] was d::]nC[ng‘
along the water, was suddmlx sucked under with

hplahh. That the fish was a big one was
obvious when I tried to check him. Paying no
more attention to me than a runaway horse, he
took off up stream and churned his way against
the current like an ice braker. Before he
breasted the white water into the next pool 1
saw his dorsal fin and the square of his tail. It
was a shattering experience.

This was a great fish and the thought of losing
him was nerve-wrecking. Even Kudusmere, who
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has been a Shikari for forty years and head
watcher of the Tricher for ten, was moved to
excitement and imph]red me to be careful. [
was as careful as one could be with a limited
footage of line and a plunging whale at the end
of it. My main worry was the leader ; would it
take the strain ? Once the line went dead and
[ feared the fish may have thrown the fly but
the line had caught on a rock and was soon
freed. Then, all of a sudden, the fish tired and
I was able to move him slowly toward the bank
where Kudusmere waited, net n hand.
Creeping up behind the weary @ giant, he slid the
net under it and then, using borh hands, lifred
it from the water. Superlatives should be saved
for someone else’s fish so T will simply say that it
was a fine trout and weighed 51 pounds.

Back in Srinagar, I lunched with His Highness,
The Yuvaraj, the constitutional head of the
government, and thanked him for his permission
to fish the state streams.  Formerly a keen angler
himself he was interested to hear of my luck.
In recent years, however, he has given up both
hunting and fishing as they are inconsistent with
the Hindu religion.

The closest trout stream to Srinagar 1s the
Sindh river, some thirteen miles out, and even
though it is open to the public and is therefore
over-fished, T decided to have a day there. It
was a glorious clear morning when we drove up
the Sindh Valley. This is the road to Leh and
[ was amazed to see how much it has been
improved since I last travelled over it by pony
in 1935. In those days it took several days to
reach the border of Ladahk at Sonamarg and
today one can drive the 52 miles over a good
metalled road in an hourand a half. Near the
village of Ganderbal we were met by the
watcher, a fine old shikari named Ramon, and a
pony for Rene.

The Sindh is a big river and, since spinning is
allowed there, T had litcle hopes of a decent bag.
Ramon told me, however, that, as most people
did spin, they only fished the long deep pools
and he advised me to try my flies—che old
favourite pf‘;lcock and Watsons Fancy—on the
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fast water. I did just this and caught six fish
in the course of the morning. The largest was
only a pound and half and the smallest just over
half a pound but n aggregate they made a good
mess for lunch. There are some big fish in the
Sindh. The son of Sheik Abdullah, the former
Prime Minister of Kashmir, caught a 12-pounder
there a month previously. Mr. Bute, who had
come along with us for the day, supervised the
cooking of the trout and we ate them in the
shade of an old mulberry tree. There is a small
silk industry in Kashmir and the leaves of these
trees are used to feed the silk worms. Then, as
I was feeling a bit tired, Mr, Butt advised a
massage and I was surprised to learn that most
fishing shikaris have been trained to give their
sahibs a reviving pummeling. Ramon gave me
a fine one and I soon fell asleep.

In the afternoon, we fished for an hour or more
and then called on Madelaine Slade, the British
Admiral’s daughter who, under the name of
Mira Bhen, was one of Gandhi’s most cherished
disciples. She now runs a cattle-breeding farm
for the Kashmir government. Being a vegetarian,
she refused my offer of trout but gave us tea and
several hours of fascinating reminiscence. She
was not greatly changed from the time I first
saw her twenty years ago with Gandhi in the
Untouchable settlement outside of Delhi.

Our next outing was to last five days and rtake
us back to the Liddar Valley where we had
permission to fish the Nambal, the favourite
stream of the old Maharaja and the number one
trout stream of Kashmir. We also intended to
fish the Kotsu and Kokernag. The station
wagon we had used on our last trek was not up
to this trip and Mr. Butt produced a sturdier,
even though older, vintage of Chevrolet. There
was also a new driver, who glorified in the
unusual name of Mohamed, was 20 years old and
wore a green shirt that was dirty even for a
Kashmiri driver. He could drive, however, and
manipulated his top heavy jalopy through the
sheep, donkey caravans and army convoys as if
it were a Cadillac town car. Momdu was again
in charge and Sultana cooked.

TROUT FISHING IN KASHMIR

Since the 1047 troubles, the trail to the
Nambal had been allowed to deteriorate and
soon after we turned off the main road to
Pahlgam we found ourselves facing a washed out
bridge. There was only one alternative and that
was to build up the bed of the stream. Thank
God 1t was dry and, a tribe of Kashmiris having
appeared from the fields, enough stones were
added to allow us to negotiate the hazard.
Four rickety bridge and some six miles of
terribly road later, we arrived by the banks of
the Nambal. Behind a wooden fence we saw
the Maharaja’s resthouse but had decided to
camp and pitched the tents on the edge of the
Stream.

We were situated only some ten miles from
our former camp on the Tricher and had the
same horse-shoe of snow peaks on three sides.
The nearby mounrains, however, were densely
wooded with pine and as the sun set I heard the
cry of chakor partridge. The old resthouse-
keeper, who told me with pride that he had
been with the Maharaja for thirty years, said
there were bear on the mountains and when the
corn was ready for harvesting they came down
to the fields and sometimes attacked the villagers.
I told him that if by chance one of the bears
mistook the season and appeared early, 1 was
ready for him. It always pays to be ready for
emergencies and I had brought along my 8 mm.
Mannlicher.

The Nambal 1s not really artver with a source
of its own ; it 1s merely a branch of the Liddar,
which runs for some five miles on a loop from
the main stream. For those five miles, it carries
the best head of trout in Kashmir. In addition
to this Nambal, however, there is a little or
" chota™ Nambal, whose origin was duly
explained to us. ; :

" The Chota Nambal,” said Kudusmere, who
was head watcher for that stream as well as the
Tricher and had galloped over on his pony when
he heard we had come back again to his balli-
wick, ‘“ was made by the Maharaja, not like
the Tricker, which was made by Allah,” and
even a casual survey of this perfect trout stream
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would reveal that a power other than nature had
laid it out. Every hundred yards there were
man-made dams of stone which stretched p;-ll‘t of
the way across the stream only leaving a race
way in the middle. The result was some five
miles of pools which could be fished with the
greatest of ease. There wasno underbrush nor
trees to catch one’s fly on the back cast and a
grass trail, as smooth as a tennis court, followed
’1]011&) the sides of the pools. An invalid in a
wheel chair could catch trout on the little

Nambal. The lictle Nambal was laid out as
to dams’ channels, pools and runs before the
water from the Liddar diverted to it.
When 1t was finished some fifteen years ago and
His Highness caught his first trout in it he,
like the Moguls contemplating their gardens,
must have sat back and murmured words about
a fish paradise.

Tempting as the Nambals were, T decided on
our first morning’s fishing to eschew them and
return to my old -love ht, Liddar. My ﬁ5]1111g
diary of May 20th records :

Weather.—Clear, warm in the sun but Cl'isp n
the shade, white clouds over the snow peaks.

Streams.—Gin clear in places but green-gr ey
from snow water where feeding streams come 1n.

9.30 a.m.—3~parmdfr.—Tlmc from strike to
netting seven minutes. Fly-silver doctor lure.
At the same time my daughter Rene caught a
two-pounder.

10.30 a.m.—Two one and half pounders on
Watsons Fancy.

11.30 a.m.—On the run just below the Tricker
confluence, a very heavy fish. Netted after
fifteen minutes and tipped scale at 6 pounds.
Length 23 inches and my best fish to date.

12 noon.—As artificial minnows are allowed in
the Liddar, I tried a Golden Devon and
immediately caught a two-pounder. There is
no charm to casting this object, however, and I
quickly returned to flies.

In the afternoon, I had my first whack at the
big Nambal and everything I had heard about
it was an understatement. [ really believe that
It Mmarntains more trout per square foot than any

was
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that 1 have ever fished.
there was ‘a

outside of Alaska,
hit the water

river,
The second my ﬂ)'

surge, and, if that fish missed, there was a
series of other surges before I retrieved. | only
fished two hours that afternoon. The total

number I caught was fifteen and I weighed them
to find a total weight of 40 pounds. There were
no fish over three pounds. I threw them all
back.

LLate in the afternoon the weather turned
menacing and a wind suddenly sprang out of the
mountains and blew so strongly that T had no
control over my fly. At the same time a grey
mass of rain clouds piled up in the East but for
some reason hung above the snow peaks so that
for a little while the shining mountains, bathed
in sunlight, were visible as lftlnough a window.
Later 1 Ic.amed that Irene and Rene had had a
bad time at camp. The tents were only saved
from blowing down by Mondu who piled stones
all around the edges. The cook tent did blow
down twice and Sultana had to retrieve it before
he could start our dinner.

All food seems to taste good on a camping
trip but the cooking often derives its praise from
hunger rather than skill, ]mxdentall} menus 1n
Kashmir are limited ; the Hindus won’t kill cows
or allow beef to be nnported and the Moslems
feel the same way about pigs. Sultanawasareally
good cook and, unlike some of his ilk, was only
too pleased to tell me how he did 1t. His ba_m
equipment would drive most chefs wild ; it
consisted of a flat piece of iron with four holes
in it for pots. It was up to Sultana to find
stones and firewood to complete his stove.

Sultana’s fried fish, which we usually had for
breakfast, was particularly delicious. He fileted
the trout, fried them in deep gee (butter) and
added powdered chili, pepper and salt. My
wife pointed out, however, that fried fish was
not an art but that Sultana’s baking of a great
trout (the six-pounder), without an oven, was.
He put the trout in the largest pot he had and
covered 1t over with an iron plate on which he
kept pi]ing live coals. The whole process took
upwards of three hours. Onion, garlic, lemon,
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salt and pepper were added at the right times
His receipt for Rene's birthday fish cake was
first to boil three two-pound trout, take out all
bones chop up the meat, mix six eggs with it,
and the usual spices. No one could appreciate
the conventional birthday cake of flour after one
of Sultana’s fish cakes. But of all his fish
dishes, my favourite was fish pilau, a speciality
of Kashmir cooking. The fish boiled,
boned, and cut into small pieces, then fried in
deep burter in a curry mixture that included
cinnamon, cardamom  and various unpronounce-
able spices. Served with the white hard rice of
the country, it made a meal that induceda solid
two hours of sleep.

St. Anthony was tempted, as we all know, but
no one but a fisherman knows that a fisherman
has frequently to face temptations of magnitude.
I refer, as all fishermen will Imlm,dmrelv realize,
to the tempration of bait for the big ones. The
fly fisherman, like the good Christian, has a
certain code of morals and it does not include
the taking of trout or salmon on any other lure
than a fly, pteftmb]c a dry fly. Tmagine, there-
fore, the crisis T had to face when under the
bridge at the place on the Little Nambal where
the first beat ends and the second heqins, I saw
a submerged battleship of a trout, cruising in
five feet of clear water.
swampy ground were myriads of little frogs, the
steak and potatoes of big fish. Furthermore, in
my kit T had a wide variety of metal, cloch and
wool contraptions which would be hard for any
monster to ignore. I looked at the trout and he
looked at me and we both shook our heads :
just couldn’t sink to the unspeakable (I mwht
add here that nothing but flies are allowed on
the lictle or the big Nambals) and he couldn’t
bring himself to bite on my flies. This was the
impasse, when the watcher and
tactfully suggested that T try a pool a little
further on. He was a fisherman and knew my
dilemma.

While on the subject of t‘en“y l)ig trout, [
would like to express the opinion that in
Kashmir, America, Alaska, Ceylon and even

were

All around me on the

came le()[lg

TROUT FISHING IN KASHMIR
perhaps in England few if any whoppers are
caught on flies, In some rhntv years of ﬁhhmb
—I caught my first worthwhile trout, a three-
pounder on a worm, when I was fifteen—I have
never been able to tempt a really big trout with
2 ﬂ)’. I have often nmnagcd to get their interest,
but have never been able to induce a trout of
over ten pounds to take a fly. Furthermore, the
Shikaris of Kashmir become srmngel}-’ stlent
when pressed as to the exact lure on which the
Maharaja of this or Lord that actually caught
their record fish.

But I could not complain. My last evening
on Nambal resulted in seven really good fish
ranging from 31 to 51 pounds, all of which I
returned.

The 1‘0“0»\-'1'11-‘.01 morning [ was called at six
and set off with Kudesmere for the fifteen-mile
drive to the Kurtsu. How Mohamed managed
to guide the old Chevy along those goat-trails

T do nor now, . Kaderaere and [ dismounted
at all bridges, commended the car to Allah, and
watched fascinated while it bucked over them.
The Kurtsu is also in the Liddar Valley burt at
the far end of it, so I was able to get a broad
impression of the country. Most of the land
1s dedicated to rice and, with an adequate water
auppl\' this 1s logical. There is also considerable
ormznm land and T noted herds of tough pontes,
wiry goats and sheep and some of tht thinnest
cattle I have ever seen.

The Kurtsu is one of the prettisst and certainly
the least rewarding trout stream in Kashmir.
Flowing between groves of Walnut, Chinar and
Poplat‘ which filtered the amber Sunlight, the
stream 1s an artist's dream but a fisherman's
despair. The trees eﬂ:‘ectuall)- prevent casting
and the village, which marches just behind the
line of greenery, contributes some unappetizing
odours to the scene.  Despite these handicaps I
managed to catch six trout of about a pound
but rlu‘. big
prL‘-'scmed to a small gfrl.

Chushu,

looking

each, releasing all ggest which I

[ also caught several
a fish esteemed l}}-‘ the villagers but
The

exactly like our suckers. largest
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Chushu w eighed in at four pounds and gave me
quite a tussle before he was netted.

The watcher, one Shirkari, told of a great
trout. * This long, Sahib,"" said he &ruruhmg
his arms apart to their greatest extent. The
giant was reputed to inhabit a pool under an old
Chinar tree and, while I dangled a fly mn it, I
learned something of po‘.Lhmo Ac
Kudesmere and Shirkari a lot of it goes on, not
on their beats, of course, but on virtua ly all
others. And there is adequate economic mcen-
tive for it. A five- pound trout ]_‘Illlﬂ‘x three
rupees, about sixty cents, in the market, with
smaller and better eating trout app]unhl} more
Furthermore the fines, which in the days ol'
Har[ -&Hllgh. leL"d o bt‘ llg()IOle.
greatly reduced. But quite aside from illegal
netting, the crimina]]y inclined fisherman can
make a profic quite legitimately. He pays three
rupees for a da\ s license, allowing him ro
catch six trouts. Ele then sells the trout for an
average of a rupee each making a net profit of
three rupees on the day’s. ** sport.”
cCOomimon labourﬁf getﬁ 5(31]]8“-'1]3f IE'SS [hﬂﬂ rhis.
there could be considerable appeal in the
profession.

01d|nu to

I]E\\ l"lf_‘t’.'!]

Since a

There were many birds in the trees 310115 the
flycatch stream and I noted the flycatcher, a little
red-breasted bird, that winters m Ceylon and
summers in Kashmir. There were also Hoopees,
the crested striped species, with the sweet song,
and far up in the 5]\'}-' hawks sailed. Falconing
still goes on 1n Gilgit and the Frontier borders
but no longer in Kashmir.

Last stream on our fishing itiner rary was the
Kokernag and we drove to the Koker nag Valley,
some twenty- -five muiles from the L ldddl i the
golden light of late afternoon. The road, which
I remembered from my former trip as a trail of
the most primitive sort, had been made into a
first-class gravel highway with stone and solid
timber bridges. Quite aside from other con-
siderations there is no question but that the
occupation of the Vale of Kashmir by the Indian
army has resulted in a vast improvement in
transportation. I understand this 1s true also

[-Z0

particularly 1mpressed

of P;}]\'isran—uccupied and  Baluchis-
ran

[n contrast to the open, almost treeless, plain
of the Liddar Valley where we camped for the

previous three nmhh our tents on the Kokernag

(ii]gi{

were pitched in a grove - of willows and sheltered
from the winds I‘n\ protecting hills on all sides.
Allemere, the \mrdul. and, Kadra, the shikari,
arrived soon afterwards and assured me that their
stream while not ** special,” like the Nambal
and Tricker, did have good fish and l']“lt‘}' would
show them to me. Like Verinag, the
Kokernag 1s a spring-born stream and is famous
for the purity and mineral content of 1ts waters.
Tasting 1t, I found this boast to be quite true ;
the water There are very few
places East of Suez where one would dream of
drinking out of a stream.

The Kokemag was the best ** public " stream
[ ished. Itis not Dﬂ]\ beautitul, SLE’I][LJII\‘ but
hcld plenty of fish. They are not 1.11;&‘; my
best being only two puundx and the average
about a pound, bur I caught five in an houl
during the first evening, eight the following
morning, and six my last evening. T used
green Hu‘rhlandel ure and a March Brown on
he dmppcr The beat I had rented, the lower
Kokernag, two miles long and included
many good pools and only a hundred yards or so
oL \'illavt‘ ﬁ-ihincr " Most Kashmir trout
streams flow at times through villages and trout
were especially

the

was delicious.

was

P]Lmliul in these stretches .
perhaps because the watchers could keep a better
eye on them there and perhaps, because of the
constant washing of clothes, there was more for
the trout to eat. I invariably returned these
village trout.

All of the trout recorded in this account were
browns except one, a rainbow which I caught on
the Verinag. All three of the hatcheries—the
two outside of Srinagar and that at Auchibal —
breed rainbows as well as browns. I was
with the Auchibal
Sttuated a kind of annex to a
Mogul garden, the trout enjoyed the same fresh

spring water as the flowers and the same keeper,

harchery.
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who showed us the pansies, showed us the
trout pens. He fed the fish on dried silkworms;
and did they seemed to thrive! The browns
I caught were all in the pink of condition and
without exception put up fine battles. The
stomachs of several browns, which I personally

examined, showed they had fed on frogs, fresh
water cray-fish, little trout and other small
fish.

At various times | tried American and British
standard wet flies with very liccle success. One
or two of my Scotch salmon flies were etfective
but nothing duplmared the killing power of the
peacock, golden lion and green hmhlandet lures.
Dropper flies T found %LIPCIHUOLI:J and caught
only about ten per cent. of my total on them.
On most streams the fish are blg and the water is
fast so that strong leaders are necessary. | broke
four 2-X and three 1-X leaders and certainly
would not attack any Kashmir trout on leaders
of less strength. On several occasions in the
t’VCl'l]I'lg_“ V\’]"L’]] rhtrt was no \Vll'ld I tllﬁ‘d dl‘
flies and did induce a few small trout to rise to
them. I understand that it 1s only in September
that tll&} are Itallv etfecrive.

Some of the resthouses are quite good bur
none have the charm of tenting. W ith canvas
you are free to choose the location of your home
and 1 Kashmir you can find some suprt‘me[)f
beautiful camp sites. As I have often mentioned
i this account, good and industrious servants
are a blessing on a fishing trek. All of our three
boys douhled in brass. The chauffeur helped
pitch the tents, carried water for the cook and
acted as an auxiliary butler, bringing the food
from the cook tent to a serving table when it
was rcad} to be served bv ]\’Iondu Mondu,
himself, not only butlered but often went along
with Rene as fishing Shikari and every evening

TROUT FISHING IN KASHMIR

gave my weary frame a strong massage. The
moL pave us really frst-class meals with three-
course four-course dinners. He
made savory curries, delicious desserts, and was
able to serve trout in five different ways.

We went to Kashmir in May and even though
the days were bright and warm the nights were
We NILP[ under three blankets and
wore flannel paj amas. Baths— wonderful affairs
in a tin tub—were taken at high noon. The
girls wore blue jeans and sweaters and [ wore
necessary

llll]L }M S nnd

very cold.

Good heavy coats were
The streams are freezing and

wool shirts.
in the evening.
unless one likes to wade in i1ce water I strongly
advise fishing in waders. Sun glasses are also
useful as there is a lot of glare
an elevation of mile
obtainable in Kashmir only at an
so bring it with you from India.

The fishing on the public waters
did not seem to me to be exceptional. Streams
like the Lower Sindh, the Kurtsu, and the
Kokernag provided good fishing but 1t was
really no better than the fishing on good public
tredths in. Asverica and! Canadae T did mot
however, fish the two best public streams—the
Bringht and Upper Sindh—which are said by
old timers in Kashmir to provide some l'eally
spectacular sport, especially 1n the Fall months.
The reserved streams, of course, rank with the
best in the world.

The taking of trout tonnages, however,
my mind (ml\' a part of the fun of fishing in the
IhmaLu as: - Tihere s the camping, the beauty of
the scenery and the sense of space. The
mountains of Kashmir are the ' roof of the
world " and as Kipling so aptly said
has smelt the snows will return

diel’”

on the stream at
Whiskey 1is
exorbitant rate

over a

i Kashmir

1S O

7 hf‘ \\’]]0
to them to

TROUT CAUGHT IN KASHMIR

Date Stream No. Caught  Total Weight Best Fish
May 13 Verinag (No. .1 beat o 11 243 Ibs. 35 Ibs.
May 14 Verinag (No. 2 beat) 5 20 o S i 21, 1bs.
May 15 Trichar (Nos. 5 and 6 beat). . 7 W 1‘*” {pr=0a 4 1bs.
May 15 2, i .+ Liddar (No, 5 beat) ... 3 ok lbs. .. 53lbs
May 18 o e .. Sindh Lower 7 5 }1 Ibs. D= by,
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TROUT CAUGHT IN KASHMIR—(Contd.)

Date
May 20 (morning’ Liddar
May 20 (Afternoon) Big Nambal
May 21 (Morning) Little Nambal
May 21 ( Afternoon’ Liddar
May 22 (Morning) Kirtsu
May 22 (Evening) Kokernag
May 23 (Morning Kokernag

May 23 (Evening Kokernag

Onl)-' the fish we wanted for cating were kepr.
Al others were returned. Limits on streams range
from four to six fish per day, far more than a

Stream

No. (',ngf:r Total W }‘1}3:’)( Best Fish
3 v e e e 6 |bs.

t@a e - 17 bbs; 23 lbs.

12 s b 3 Lbs.

6 SRRl = lbs.

6 .. 5% lbs, 22 ibs.

5 co 63 lbs. ., 1% 1bs.

S e izklibs oa ol

5 6% Ibs. 13 Ibs

Total 103 2561 ]b\.

party of three can consume, cspccia][}' as the
average is better than two pounds.

Elephant Control i East Africa

Criticism
ultimate
elephanr

FOR some years now there has been
aimed at the existing 5}5[6111 and
results of present day methods of
control by the Game Departments of Britsh
East Africa.

Amongst some of the accusations of the
ignorant are that the various departments are
ng[lt} of shootngall the large tuskers thereby
leaving only the sma[l ones for licence holders ;
that since the inauguration of government paid
hunters, far more elephants are being killed
annually than ever before, even to the extent
that the African elephant is in danger of
extermination. Without any doubt it can
be 5;1{'—61}-‘ said that neither of these accusations
are based on fact and the present system of
control is the only secure means of trying to
preserve the ele[mm in association with man.
To those who may doubt the truth of this
statement and to those in Ceylon are
interested in trying to preserve our few remaining
elephanrs, some facts concerning elephant control
in the three territories of Bl.Iflbh East Africa,
may be of interest.

Ever since the opening up of East Africa some
hundred years ago, the country has become the
world’s greatest source of ivory and, with the

\r\'l'l()

122

By M. M. DAVIES
handsome price this commodity has always
secured .apploumalel} fifteen ’i]l!lhng_‘a per lb.
at the tvory auctions held at Mombasa in 1951)
it is not surprising to learn that anything up to
seventy-five to a hundred thousand elephants
were killed annually during these t_d‘II} years.
Unlike present-day conditions the elephant of
the nineteenth century was a far easter adversary
than he 1s roday, and when one considers the

slaughter that used to take place. both by
natives and 1vory hunters, with the aid of
pxtfal Is, poisoned arrows, traps, organised

massacres and the final introduction of rhe high
powered rifle, it 1s not hard to believe that so
many amimals were killed annually.  John
Tal\*h)[u a pr(}’fessional hunter of over thirty years
experience, maintains that the quantity of Ivory
passing through Khartoum yearly fitty years ago
must have required some 20,000 elephants from
Uganda and the Sudan to supply it.

This was the position before the advent of
the various game departments, but
pr .EIL['ILJ.”} all elephant control work in East

now

Africa 1s carrted out by the staff of the game

dl}w‘ﬂ] tments Jn\:l |"\ noc, as Il] (LVlO]] tI“L[lLIHtL‘d
to people outside the depat.tmmt. This method
ensures that the right animal is destroyed at the
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ELEPHANT

right time and as humane a manner as possible.
The very and almost sadistic,
death of the elephant shot by the Kantalai
pohu during September this year tllustrates
in what manner elephants are sometimes de-
stroyed. This animal finally died after receiving
nineteen shots. The elephant control staft
are neither interested in killing a large
number of animals nor 1n choosing those
the heaviest ivor)’ as they have no
pecuniary or any other interest either in the
amount of ivory or in the amount of animals
destroyed in the course of work. It
would be most gratufying, and I am
more successful in the long run, to see such an

“ elephant control section % mnaugurated in the
Wild Life l—)eparrmenl of qunn where the
destruction of would be in the
hands of a body of HPtLlRH} }ml\ud men from
the deparlmtnr who should be i a far better
position of fulfilling the job than entrusting the
work to, sometimes, supposedly 'Lompctem
sportsmen.””  The present system of control 1
force in Ceylon 1s too open to abuse and fhf‘.
resulting anguish that 1s often inflicted on the
proclaimed, and sometimes even an unpro-
claimed, animal 1s undeniable.

It 1s the policy of the three dc]:)artmt"nts,
Kenya, Ué‘anda and T:mg'lm ika, to select in any

recent sav Elgt‘ :

with

their
sure

" rogues

troublesome herd, only tuskless atinals,
*boody,” as they are sometimes called. If,
however, there are none or if it should be
necessary to destroy more than one animal,

single tuskers or those with small tusks are
chosen. The average weight of ivory obtained
on control in Tanganyika in 1953 was 11 Ibs.

per tusk as against 53 Ibs. per rtusk
obtained on licence. In Uganda 779, of the
tusks obtained on control were under 20 lIbs.
each, or an average of 13% Ibs. per tusk. From

these figures the reader will realise how incorrect
[—}]C 'll]to'&tlon Ib fhﬂ[ t]]t’ \n'!]ll)l_l‘w L1t'}‘31'[]11t‘11t5
only shoot the ldlbt tuskers.

To
the two allegations ; that the game departments
are responsible for the annual destruction of

prove the incorrectness of the second of

CONTROL IN EAST AFRICA
nearly as many elephants as were L'iLS[lO}td

the early days before the introduction of c]tphan
control, I quote the returns of the number of
elephants killed on control work for the three

departments during 1951 and 1952. These
figures speak for themselves.
; : : Langa- | .
Year Kenya Usanda C Total
: : nyika
1951 102 639 8372570
LGSR I S 7 2,420 | 2,979

The comparatively large figure shown against
T:-mganyika is due to the hca\'y elephzmr
population and  the African
population with its consequent need for more
and more cultivation.

Apart from the erroneous statement that the
African elephant is in danger of extermination, it
is often asked if the eleplmnt popu atton 1S
actually icreasing or decreasing. It would be
quite lI‘l’lPO"\HlbIL to give an accurate estimate as
to anything like the exact total elephant popula-
tion of British East Africa ; any ﬁgure‘e must
be regarded as  guesstimates.”  One
thing, however, 1s quite cerrain that Loxodonta
africana 1s In  no danger of extermination.
Authorities on African wild life have put the
population figure between fifty and seventy-five
thousand which, may seem a
high figure, but 1t must not be forgotten that
since the introduction of the various Game
Departments and National Parks the elephant
has been allowed a far greater chance of reproduc-
ing itself: It 15

ever-increasi 1N

mere

at first gglamc,

now not uncommon to see
nearly every cow with at least one calf at heel,
a fact that was practically unheard of during
the nineteenth century.

The credit for the
v]t‘phant ts due to the
by the National P

the African
vast sanctuaries proyided
Parks and Reserves, and the
hard and unceasing work’ of the Game Depart-
ments. The 5pccmlued work of elephant control

survival of
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has been designed pmfe]y in the interests of the
cultivator, the sportsman and the principnls of
game preservation. Any dispute as to the reasons or

consequences of elephant control mighr well be
left to the prudent judgment of those who have
studied this subject over a pt‘.riod of many years.

THE ECLIPSE

Path of the Eclipse

observers

OVERCAST skies defeated most
stationed in the path of torality of the
1955, June 20 eclipse of the Sun. Only a

few expeditions were able to carry out their
plans.

To observers this eclipse was a tantalizing
gamble. Astronomers were actracted by the
unusually long duration of totality, which even
reached 7 minutes 7.8 seconds at one point in
the China Sea. Nowhere, however, were the
weather prospects favourable. The path of
totality was largely over oceans. The narrow
zone of totality did cross Ceylon, Thailand,
Indo-China, and the Philippines, but June mn
these countries occurs in the rainy season when
skies are generally overcast.

Most observers chose eastern Ceylon for their
expedition sites, as the mountains in the centre
of the Island offered shelter from the south-
west monsoon. This strategy enabled the Har-
vard Observatory party at Sigiriya to achieve
SOIMme Success. '

Other eclipse observers in Ceylon were less
fortunate. At Hingurakgoda, Dr. H.
Klueber, of Cambridge Observatory, England,
had erected 15 tons of equipment to measure
the Einstein effect —the deflection of starlight
near the Sun's edge. During totality, however,
a black cloud covered the region of the Sun.
At this same station there were also Dutch,
French, and Indian astronomers.

The weather was also cloudy for the Japanese
and Swiss at Polonnaruwa. After the eclipse
the disappointcd Swiss astronomers flew their
national ﬂa‘g at half-mast.

The most favoured of observers in the Philip-
pines was Dr. Frank Back, of New York,

Von

whose preparations for air observations enabled
him to watch rotality for 11 minutes. Thanks
to the co-operation of the U.S. Air Force, he
observed from a T-33 jet trainer which flew
at 600 miles per hour along the track of rtotality,
in the same direction that the Moon's shadow
was moving. In this way he could keep the
corona in view four minutes longer than ob-
Back obtained
seven spectrograms of the corona. This means
of stretching out the valuable minutes of totality
should prove useful at coming eclipses.

servers on the ground. Dr.

A. T. J. Bri1o in Morning Times.

At Colombo—Mimosa Slfpr and Fowls Retired

DurING the total phase of the solar eclipse
the plant  “ nidhikumba ™" (Mi-
mosa pudica) and the ** kathurumurunga " (Ses-
bania grandiflora) folded up their pinnate foliage
and went to sleep, as they do every night.

This was observed by the light of electric
torches. The former remained " asleep ' for
about five minutes, after totality had ceased
(8.15 a.m. ) and the latter took seventeen minutes

sensitive

to re-open its foliage.

Qur P()ulrry were kept waiting for their
morning meal until ten minutes before the onset
of totality. As the plates of mash were laid
out on the grass crows assembled on the sur-
rounding trees to wait for the remnants. When
the sky darkened the crows flew oft westwards
and the fowls left their food and scuttled oft
into their pens and three
birds entered their cages. The ducks waited
outside their As daylight returned all
the poulery recurned to their food and pre-
StTI‘ll']}' the crows were back watting for their

rematned silent ;

PL’HS.

share.
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Garden birds, which freely patronise a bird
shelter supplied with fruit, disappeared from the
garden before the phase of totality. The chip-
munk squirrels ceased their chatter and a
nocturnal hush descended over the gnl'den with
the darkness.

The first bird to grtc‘[‘ the returning d;l._\_,-'l.igh[:
was the *° Koha '’ or koel-cuckoo,
cendo call was C{LIIL]\I\ followed by the
of crows. It took about ten to hftevn minutes
before our usual bird visitors ‘
babblers, barbets, magpie-robins, sunbirds, etc.
—announced ther

whose cres-
cawing
mynas, kondeas,
presence in the garden.
Squirrels were seen creeping out of niches n
eaves soon after the darkness had passed.

The dogs took no apparent interest in the
eclipse. A Pekinese porrt‘l‘t‘d about the gardcn,
inquisit'i\'el}' wondering what we were up to
torches. A Dalmatian continued to
snooze on a verandah unconcerned about every-
thing.

with our

Dr. ERNEST SOYSA in Times.

At Kalkudah

AT the
ec]ipse

crack of dawn on June 20th—
day-—on the and old jetty
to Kalkudah, four cameras pomud like guns at
the sky, searching for the path of the sun.

The sun was soon ther

disused

e, but as the time for
the eclipse drew near a shroud of clouds enve-
lopcd it dri\'ing despnir into the hearts of the
cameramen.

THE ECLIPSE

Mosquitoes, flies and insects did everything

in their power to *“ sabotage '’ the work of
the local p[mruomphic team.
But just as they were pupalmu :

the sun br Dl\t

pAd\ up

their guns " and leave, from the
cloudsand ‘posed”’ for the cameramen in all the
phases of Ptllmp‘« the greatest p henomenon of
Here 1Lp]0duu.d are two of the

& 5t|]|5.

our generation.
results developed from the *

Behind the cameras were George Powell.
* Giji " Koch, St. John de la Motte and Ernie
Moses—cameramen all.

Above, pro-
minently against the crescent of the sun—to
give Winston Flanderika a graphic eclipse pic-
ture.

A crow at its roost stands out

L imes.

At Mihintale

WE were among the many thousands of dis-
appointed people who went to considerable
trouble to get a good view of the eclipse and
in the end s who
stayed home or went about their ordinary tasks,
but happened to see the whole or the greater
part of the celestial drama through a timely
break in the clouds.

Nevertheless, we don't altogether regret that
we took up our station for the great occasion
at the foot of the great dagoba near the summit
of Mihintale. The immense panorama which
this point of vantage commands to the North

and East provided an awe-inspiring setting for

Saw IHLILI] lLH"s U[ 1[ f}'l']ﬂ I]'IJ]]\

the sudden descent of darkness and of a silence
unbroken by birdsong or the noise of animals
and reflection even upon the plan[:« which we
saw fold up as l‘imugh for the night.

Thmmh no one in our party could be said
to be L'[IH['IIIULII‘*al]LL'[ for a highly CIt\L oped
religious '»tn%thlilr\. the thoughts of some turned
to that darkness over the w }mlL land from the
sixth to the ninth hour which, according to the
GOSPL’lH. marked the occasion of the Crucifixion.
Dull would he be of fail to
respond with reverence to such a 5pn‘la(16 or

soul who could

E2%
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could entertain frivolous thoughts on such an
occasion,

Just how dull was vividly exemplified by
another party which had come to the same spot,
bringing with them compasses, cameras and
tripods which suggested an earnestness of pur-
pose unluckily belied by their
They had a[xu hmugjht an extensive

demeanour.

retinue of
children and babes in arms and an inexh austible
bllPPl}’ of small talk.

The infants, one could only conclude, were
part of the material for scientific iyestigation
for during the period of totality a sentor member
of the team was seen to concentrate his atten-
tion exclusively on the behaviour of one of them
and heard o exclaim in delight to his com-
p‘m:om: "1 say, look men, th licele fellow's
putting a suck—thinks it’s time to sleep.”’

Putting a suck, lest you should think other-
wise, meant sucking his thumb.

WALRUS n Dai’_\f News.

At Polonnaruwa

A MyNaH standing in a rock flew back to

a nearby rree, circled around it and went

Darkness

Lo the watchers in the shining street under

The drizzle it was a dmm_ﬁ“ ed with bird-song,

Like any orﬁrr Crane and beron the rice- fedcfs

smlksd as i;‘ r/Jf'v would the Ifgf'r p;*olong

Cnpr:fwus rain-clouds raced towards the sum,

And the watching world waited . Then darkness
came

Like smooth grey velvet on us unawares,

to nest. The chirping of msects was heard and
butfaloes on the border of the lake took shelter
near the trees.

At 8.15, after the cloud obscured eclipse and
the darkness of night, light swept across the earth
like a sudden dawn. Then a cock crowed.

])mf

News.

Egg and Eclipse

A HEN in Aluthmawatha 1s said to
lard a black egg during the totality of the
cclipse. She had laid a normal egg the previous
dﬂ}'.

have

1

HERE 1s another story of an egg that was

laid during the eclipse. As the picture
shows, the egg carries a clear impression of the
sun, as in an embossing. The ** rays *' emanat-

ing from th ring are deep. Proud layer of egg,
[ am told, 1s an R.I.R. hen which L“!L’IOHJ*; to a
resident of Nawalapitiya, Mr. M. L. hnmldetn.

Dawn

Wrapping us from the sudden cold.  The same
Fields 5/1zmmf1f’d }ut' y in the timeless dark.

The wind had dropped the startled birds had pgone
The blue moon cast a shadow on the :mr[w

And a mw[e star was over the moon's horn.
Then mu:u\pfmd bna’—song and lrgf’f‘ set free,
And a child’s voice raised in mmcdnlu‘_}:.

ALFREDA DE SILVA,

ELEPHANTS

Elephants for Ploughing

[ wAS very interested in your communicated
article from India on the elephant
captured, tamed and used in ploughing, with
such noted success. So much so that I went
round to our Zoo and saw Major Weinman

being
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with a view to discovering whether he thought
the same thing can be done in Ceylon.

Major Weinman told me he would welcome
such a scheme here as, with the colonization
of our dry zone going on apace, were
cases w ‘here her ds of L]cphan[s were now 1solated

and doomed to certain

there

were L.\l'II‘It[EOﬂ Yery
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soon unless they were captured, tamed and
put to work, and so saved.

I learnt that there is a dearth of good tamed
elephants capable of work and that if the powers
that be would take the necessary action, he
could capture numbers of these doomed herds,
train the bulls for work and keep the cows for
exchange with other countries.

A most sane suggestion, as you will agree.
It does appear criminal for us to ignore the
position which is causing the destruction of
our finest asset  our Elephas maximas.

Steps taken quickly now will ensure the sur-
vival, for instance, of that herd of about 40
elephants cornered in the Bingiriya area. Two
were caught for the Zoo and these two have
marks of the shooting rhe)-' have been sub-
jected to.

It would be a very wonderful gesture in the
right direction for Buddha Jayanti Year if
concerted action by all authorities concerned
saved for posterity a hundred elephants from
the certain and definite death that awaits them
around the corner.

It would be an unforgettable blot on our
escutcheon as Ce}'lont‘se if we sat around and
smirked, while noble animals were going to
their doom daily in twos and threes.

Is 1t 1mpossible to arouse official and public
sympathy sufficient to save them ? If the
answer 1s in the afhirmative, then we as Cey-
lonese are a smug, self-satisfied lot and to hell
with all the boundless gffts Nature has bestowed
on us. Which we do not deserve.

DouGrLAs RAFFEL.
Observer.

Tragedy at Ruan Eliya

IN the Sunday “* Observer ' (4.9.55) was the
picture of a four-year-old tusker
capture we were told * was chicken feed to the
tough panntkyan, Pakeer Mohamadu.” All
honour to him for his expertness ; and also to
Major A. N. Weinman whose understanding

W I"t ase

ELEPHANTS

and care of captured elephants have saved many
voung animals that would otherwise have died.
" But what must distress all those who have a
concern for the future of our wild elephants
is that in a thousand acre pocket belonging to
an estate-owner at Ruan Eliya, there is said to
be an isolated herd with no means of egress
whatever for lack of a forest corridor to vaster
jungles. :

Some of these animals have been killed, five
have been captured and most of the others
have gunshot injuries inflicted by villagers
whose crops they have raided.

We may take it that what 1s left of this herd
(some 30 animals I believe) are doomed to death
or capture ; of the two alternatives the latter
would, of course, be preferab]e. Licences to
capture elephants should not be issued to pri-
vate individuals bur to a single authority—
the Zoo or Wild Life Department.

In a letter to the ‘“ Observer,”” Mr. Douglas
Raffel suggests that ‘ the powers that be ”’
should take the necessary action to have numbers
of these doomed herds captured (quite rightly
provided they are really doomed) ; the bulls
being trained for work and the cows being
used for exchange with other countries.,

This, however, is no solution to our problem
of perpetuating elephants 1n Ceylon ; for it 1s
only in their wild or semi-wild state that ele-

hants breed. Only very exceptionally do cap-
tured elephants give birth to young.

So that, mking the long-term view, capturing
elephants 1s tantamount to killing them ; for
with their death they leave none to succeed
[h("l'ﬂ.

In the Sunday “ Observer '’ above referred
to, we are also told of another wild herd of 45
elephants ™ still at large in the Adippola area ”’
and that this herd too will be captured when
the Katubedda scheme sponsored by govern-
ment is completed.”

Heaven forbid ! otherwise so it will go on till
not an E‘lt‘P]TJ.I][. will be left in che Island.

Surely, it is not too much to expect that,
before this and similar projects are launched,

e
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Government will take steps
tragedy of the Ruan Eliya herd—to ensure that
|unglt belts are left to enable the animals
vacate the area they find themselves
threatened with ;1gl‘in‘11|r11i';1| encirclement.

\\"I]L‘]l

profiting by the

This would im} y that a licence will (111]}--' be
issued 1n .\pn'cnl circumstances —such as to

Dehiwela Zoo to make
I should think, for
vlvp]mn[a trapped 1n areas where

enable the c.u‘]mngvh
with Zoos abroad and also,

capture of

VMornino [imes

A baby (‘frpf)fml r':f]*f‘r :‘;r‘;;:fm'r‘,

I would once more suggest the appointment
of a Board (composed of the warden, agri-
cultural and forest officers) to advise government
how best to meet the ad hoc requirements, regard-
ing passage ways

life,

Pl;mned In various parts of the Island.

for L]lph&l]l\ and other wild

W h(_‘]'l LOIOHI&»JHOH bLhLI”I"Ilb arc l"‘t‘lﬂg

RIS, SPEEEEL:

Observer.

More Elephants Die than are Born

THANKS to the agitation of the Game and
Fauna Protection Soctety (now Wild Life
Protection Society) the issue of licences, in

the ordinary course, for the capture of wild

elephants 1s banned for three years from 1954.

128

land development, \'fHagC expansion and chena
cultivation have proceeded in such a way as to
cause pn-:k{’rt'ing.

For the | rate of
depletion of the wild elephant population of
Ceylon has exceeded the normal rate of increase.
That 1s to

ast hfteen years or more the

say, more elephants have been
killed or mptuud or have died of natural causes
than have been born. In the circumstances one
ban had not been introduced
earlier and for a ]mwu period, particularly when

]Hfl.)lﬂ‘].'l[t(!ﬂ ."IPPLJIH Lo H'Iu.'II\.J[L ll‘.tl[ I]’tL rate

wonders why the 1

t decrease, in the last few years at least, has
bccn twice that of the increase.
In his administration report for 1952, the

Warden of the Department of W !ld [ife summed

up the present status of the el ephant, appro-
pl‘mre]}‘. thus The Cevlon elephant 15
now a greater asset than it ever was and the
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present pmb]em 1s not how to make the most
money out of 1t but |mu to preserve it i 1ts
own Innd for poster Il\

A, €. D
)").-n'l___\; News.

Fusillade at Kantalai

WHILE pscmﬂ;—nationalisls are Dbusy
their plans to alter the
and pomh]\ re-write history itselt to satisty
their bloated ego, a tragedy 1s taking place for

QVEr

names of piaccq

o

This wild c’fﬁp/_wu which ¢ terrorised” the

of the Trincomalze Police.
suflicient enthustasm 1n  the l‘igh[
[ refer to the continuing destruction
though dumb,

want of
direction.
of that antmal which,
claims to being national than most gesticulating
fanatics— the eleplunr

Last week, a nine-foot eIeP]'mnr fell to a

I’IHR more

ELEPHANTS
fusillade of rifle fire at Kantalai. The animal
is said to have been terrorising pmp]t‘ of that
area and its destruction was, pcrhnp& an un-
avoidable climax ; what 1s deplorable s that a
situation should have been allowed to dt‘\'t‘]o}\
making the animal’s destruction necessary.

A fact which stares us in the face is that the
elephant population 1s a dwindling asset and 1t
Unless

something 1s done, “and done quuklx, to stop
this waste, the melancholy day will come in the
few of u only

e

has been d\\mdhng for many years.

lifetime of not a us when the

e

Times

Mor ning

Kantalai area nm:!!\' was Jw z'uhf [’1‘ f/c \nfﬂ .fu\pufu

have will be the ones in the Zoo.
One way of constr uurm;‘ the required fence
1s by LtCPII]g our National Reserves inviolate.

t‘lt‘}"‘h;l]‘lt‘i we

Over a year ago, the Minister of Justice, Senator
AR '\\Iknnmna\ rake, appointed four persons,
mmnlmc of the late Mr. A. C. Tutein-Nolthe-

[20)
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nius, Major Aubrey Weinman, Mr. G. C. Beau-
mont and Mr. Sam Elapam to draft a phm for
the setting up of an organtsation in Ceylon
analogous to the National Trustees in the
United Kingdom to preserve our game reserves
and parks.

This 1s a martter where time is the essence.
We must save our wild life while there is any-
thing yet worth saving. But we are satisfied
with only having appointed a team and letting
the matter rest there without pursuing 1t fur-
ther, the future for wild life in the Island is
very bleak indeed.

From the dim dawn of history, elephants
have occupied a proud place in the life of the
country. What would our magnificent pera-
heras, which are acknowledged to put even the
London Lord Mayor’s procession in the shade,
be withour the elephant to lend them their
stateliness and majesty 2 Indeed, with the exit
of the elephant Ceylon will lose much of the
glamour and colour that surround her.

Unless the net loss of elephants 1s prevented,
Ceylon will become a byword among the nations
of the world for wasteful improvidence and
crass lack of genuine culcure in spite of all the
lip service to our national heritage paid on public
platforms.

SPECTATOR tn Morning Times.

Shooting of Cow Elephant

IT was with feelings of indignation and dis-
gust that I read in the * Sunday Times '
of July 17th, the account of the shooting and
sorely wounding of a cow elephant  attended
by her little one.

This 1s an absolute and cruel outrage. Who
was Suwaris’ companton who fired at the
poor unfortunate mother and had he a licence
to shoot elephants but surely, not to shoot
she-elephants 2 But anything and everything
1s possible and allowed in free Sri Lanka now-
adays.

This incident is a shameful disgrace and the
man responsible for shooting at this unfortunate

130

shtut‘lvphanl‘ no matter who he happens to be,
should be heavily fined and his gun licence
taken away from him. ;

What is the good of our babbling hypocritically
about ahimsa and maitriya when such cruel
outrages are allowed to be committed and no
notice taken of them ?

i (PR VRS =
“ Must ”’
MR. RATWATTE states that * elephants do
not get into " must ' till they are about

18 years of age however healthy they may be.

The Ratnapura district s rich in men with
experience of elephants.  Sam Elapate Dissawe
is considered the best au[llority on elephants
in the Island today. I had the opportunity of
discussing this matter with him as well as
with * elephant keepers "' counting over 30
years' experience. They definite that
“must  could not be ruled out even though
the Zoo tusker is 12 or 13 years’ old.

The reason being that the Zoo elephants
are well fed on a mixed diet. The}' are well
cared for and sheltered from the sun and rain.
Naturally they attain perfect fitness and con-
dition.

The privately-owned elephant s fed on jak
leaves and kitul. He is not sheltered from sun
and rain and 1s worked hard.

were

E. BANDARA.
Times.

[ HAVE read with mterest your correspondent,
Mr. E. Bandara's letter about the Zoo
tusker in the * Times of Ceylon " of July 11th.

[ too am an owner of two huge tuskers and
a few other elephants and I would point out
from my experience that elephants do not get
mto the condition of ““ must’ till they are
about 13 years however healthy they may be.

I believe the tusker at the Zoo i only 12
years and I think “‘ must”’

(s de{inite]y not
possihle.
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Anyhow, we are grateful to Mr. Bandara
for his valuable advice regarding the “ must ”

of E‘]tphdl‘lf\ and wish to offer him my services
to reform a bullied tusker.

S, L. ‘RATWATIE:
Limes.

The Buffalo Turned QOut to be an
Elephant
YOUNG Pinhamy (12)
father’s
matze
night.

taken  his

dinner to the hut . in. .2
(iringu), at about 8 o’clock one rainy
His father was not there, nor was the
lantern which normally hung outside the watch-
hut. A large buffalo appeared to be feasting
on the maize, ten vyards away. tham\
took a stick, crept up to the animal in
the dark and struck two or three blows on the
back of the animal, shouting, ** hoot, hoot.’

It was only when he saw the animal break-
g through the jungle fence that he
that 1t was a young elephant.

When he called out to his father he heard
a groan, from a patch of tree stumps, and on
going there found him ]ying injured. He
helped him to the watch-hur and went to the
\'illage for hefp.

The father too had gone up to the elephant
with the lantern, misraking it for a
buffalo among the tall maize plants and the
elephant bad struck at him.. He had ot
received the full force of the trunk and lived
to tell the tale.

|13d
\’V;H'Ch

realised

large

SNIPS

\"oung heroes such as anham}’ more often
than not live > and unheard in the N.C.P.
villages.

UI"]‘-‘UI“I

Grabbed Elephant’s Trunk and Lived !
Hawapiva (35), a cultivator of  Siyam-
balagahagama in Wilachchiya narrowly escap-

ed death when a she-elephant  with calf
charged him i thick jungle.
s - . .Lv -
Panic-stricken, he recited charm, but his
memory faitled him and the charm was in-

effective.

Much as a drcm-'ning man clutches at a straw.
he clutched the elephant’s trunk | And clung
on for dear life.

Trumpeting loudly, the animal bolred into
the jungle with him. Sometime during that
never-to-be-forgotten journey he fell, but he
cannot remember when or where.

Hawadiya 1s now recovering from his i injuries
at the rural hospital here.

Times.

Elephant Watching from Platform

ABoUT 150 wild elephants have come to a
village midway between Tangalle and Ambalan-
tota, including two baby tuskers. Another 50
elephants have come in from another village,
and so the area has become suddenly a popular
visiting place. A watchin?D platform has been
erected by an enterprising man, whence tw enty
people can see the herds at warter-holes.

Snips

A Swiss National Park
The plants and animals in the national
park in the Lower Engadine are left
entirely to natural development, so that both
creative and destructive forces have free rein.
The national park is not intended to be a care-
fully nursed game preserve and there is there-

fore no feeding of the animals. Hunting

quarters have raised the question whether feed-
ing stuffs should not be provided at least for
the red deer. However, not only do the basic
regulations of the national park forbid such a
step, but there are also other reasons against it.
During winter the park is SL[L‘}t’Lf to avalanches.
Ought the deer which, every winter, fol llowing
their sure instincts leave the pat]\ and 1ts dmwu
areas, to be tied there by the provision of hedmo

13
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places > Would not any such places, with the
great of animals assembling there,
PIO\Idt bl‘ttdl]‘lg gor ounds for And
where are the places to which food could be
taken ? In winter large areas of the park are
inaccessible.

Just as many foresters find the
of untended woodlands and the unused fallm
timber in the park difhcult to understand, s
huntsmen may not like to think of the numbcrs
of game w hich perish without being used. But
there should not be an ex asﬂgemred idea of the
number of dead game in the PJII\ Of course,
in winters of heavy snowfall many animals fall
victims to avalanches, just as they do in other
areas rich in game. On the other hand, there
has so far been no confirmation of the fear
that here, where veterinary game control and
other measures taken by man are entirely absent,
there would be devastating outbreaks of game
diseases. Since its establishment the national
»ark has been spared major animal epidemics.
Only in isolated cases have dead game been
found to have game diseases, such as strongy-
losis and nasal fly infestation.

Scientific research in the park covers its
entire animal and plant life. Whilst zoologists
have already advanced a long way in the study
of small fauna, especially butterflies and other
insects, they have still much to do in relation
to birds and mammals. Large mammals and
birds can only be observed in the open ; they
cannot be handled like beetles and ants. In
addition, continued observation of the park all
the year round is extremely desirable in order
to study the natural life of the antmals. The
National Park Scientific Commission also wishes
to devote itself to a thorough study of the
interesting problems which relate ro the habitart,
the distribution, the de\'elopmem and the way
of life of the animals in the national parks.

Dr. G. N

numbers
disease ?

(N . 1
confusion

ZIMMERLI in ()ﬂx

Indian Naturalists Appeal : Save Our

Fauna

Indian  naturalists  have ;1ppt‘a|cd to the

Government to save 12 Indian wild antmals
and birds from extinction.
National Wild Life Board

that national

A mt’ctm:" of the
in Calcutta has
p'arkq and game sanctuaries should be set up in
various States under [}‘1( next five-year plan to
country’s rapidly dwmd]mh wild

I t‘Ct_'l]TII'I'ICllL{C‘L'{

l.l
Il%t .

[t asked the Government to declare nine
animals as " pmrccred.” They are the Indian
lion, the one-horned rhinoceros, the snow-

.Ieopal‘d. the cheetah, the wild ass, the Kashmir
stag, the musk deer. the brow-antlered deer
and the pigmy Img.

[t also recommended protection for three
birds, the Indian bustard, }‘-inI\—
headed duck and the white -winged wood duck.

The :,hrmkmg of ]unbk areas and the depte—
dations of sportsmen have led to an alarming
decrease 1n wild birds and animals i1n India over
the last 50 years.

Naturalists blame the clearing of land,
opening up of roads and railways foliowm&‘ the
growth in population and the indiscriminate
kdhng of birds and animals by tribal people
with bows, arrows and Latapuits. as well as by
sportsmen armed with guns.

Unless rapid action is taken, Indian natura-
lists fear that some of India's most famous
and rare animal species may soon be as extinct
as the dodo.

The Indian lion, described h) the Wild Life
Board as " an animal of national importance
requiring rigorous protection,’’ survives only in
the Gir forest of Saurastra. There are believed
to be onl\ about 250 left and thc\ are alu,ad\,
carefully looked after in the Gir
where no hunting 1s allowed.

As the Indian National Emblem, the lion
naturally gets priority protection from extinc-
tion.

Elephants and tigers are still plentiful bur,
in Northern Benga], the number of and
wild pig has become so reduced that, according
to the Bengal Deputy Conservator of Forests,

great the

Sanctuary

t.'.[ﬂt_’l'

the tiger has come to depend for his food on
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domestic cattle and his depredations are in-
creasing from year to year,

The Indian Wild Life Board,
of zoologists, botanists and naturalists presided
over by the Inspecror—General of Forests, Mr.
R Ranganarhan, recommended at 1ts Cal-
cutta mt.ering that ]euia‘l’trion should be passed
by state governments to save [ndia’s rich and
varied Wlld life.

which consists

Dai !_\,' News.

Eagle-hunting from Aeroplanes

Mr. Casey and his
qualified air pilots,  set off in their own
small aircraft to shoot eagles and proudly
announced that they had managed to shoot two
in the air.

Then the fuss started. Letters in the London
Times and articles in Australian newspapers
declared that the wedge-tailed eagles should be
preserved and not shot. The
eagles from JE‘IOP]&I]{,‘; was described as the
sporting equualent of killing sitting birds.
The question of civil aviation regulations was
ratsed.

Mr. Casey professes himself—unmoved by all
the bother. He says that the area concer ned 1s
a sheep-raising district. and that eagles are
believed to debrm} something like one lamb
a day each during the three months in which
the lambs are small and vulnerable. This
means, he claims, that each eagle causes a loss
of about £200 worth of lambs annually.

He says also that in the last two years 265
tqs_‘le:, have been shot in the area, involving a
saving of about £20,000 worth of lambs a year.
The eaé‘le is an acknowledged economic pest
in the area and the Queensland Government
pays a bounty for its destruction.

Naturalist critics have not accvpre_d this
argument. They say that even if the
each take a famb 2 day-—which 1s doubted—
they also take more than 5,000
year.

This destruction of

wife, who are both

AL\] es do
rabbits each

rabbits 1s estimated in

shooting of

SNIPS

Its turn to represent the saving of pasture for
between 500 to 1,000 sheep a year Jl\lng a
credit balance, despite the killing of lambs,
between £goo and £1,500 a year per .1g1(‘.
They point also that in Tasmania the
wedge-tailed eagle is protected and people who
kill L’adu are fined.

Mr. Casey was Iepmrcd to have described
some exciting flights in pursuit of the eagles,
including some ItI“nElIl\Jb]‘, low flying. Civil
however, are forbidden by regulation ro
except when taking

out

planes,
fly at less than 500 feet,
off on landing. They are not allowed to have
a door open or removed. The carrying of fire-
arms in an aircraft 1s forbidden.

The publu generally seems rto feel that Mr.
Casey 1s a bit too elder ly for such juventle
CbLElPACIt.b.

Daily News.

Wild Animals in Captivity

Man is exterminating the animal
world by the mere speed of his own
multiplicacion ; there 1s simply not room for
rare animals as well as human beings.

now

large or g
There is probably nor a jungle elephant 1n
Africa, according to Dr. Hediger, which has
not been shot at. Zoos and National Parks
therefore become increasingly tmportant 1n so
far as animals can breed in them.

We must not think of zoos as bad places
except, of bad zoos,
where the animals are not given enough to do
or where we do not understand enough about
them to provide rubbing posts, concrete ter-
mitaries, urine baths, wooden play blocks and

course, \-\'ht”il [I’".It‘)' are

various other devices agreeable to their tempera-
ment. Animals in captivity are liberated from
disease and from the cycle of preying or being
preyed upon.
siderable which
prevented from decaying into boredom.
The home 1s ummmt]\ important ; most wild
antmals have homes

This security sets free a con-

amount Ol must btf

energy

and hate leaving them ;
the}f like to use the same tracks and to be art
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the same place at the same time, for they are
creatures of habit. And besides their obsession
with routine and their eternal \'1L,111nu, against
man, their other :cgulax preoccupation 1s with
their position in society.

The first animals to be kept i captivity
were the giant sloths of prehistoric Patagonia,
the last is the golden of which the
whole population derives from a female and
twelve young caucrht at Aleppo in 1930 ; two
pairs only began the breed in England.

The newest discovery in acclimatisation comes
from the enormous aquarium at Marineland,
Florida—a tame porpoise. This proves the truth
of the old Greek legend of Arton and the dol-
phin. For a young adult porpoise named

‘ Flippy ,”" handed over to a lion-tamer, has

sroved one of the most intelligent pets in the
world. ** The confidence of this legendary sea-
creature, 1ts exaggerated human eyes, its strange
breathing hole, the torpedo-shape and colour of
its body, the completely smooth and waxy
texture of its body and not least its four impres-
sive rows of equally sharp teeth in its beak-like
mouth, made the deepest impression on me. So
new, strange and extremely weird was this
creature, that one was tempted to consider it
as some kind of bewitched being.” Under-
water fishing may lead to the domestication of
further unexpected pets, but few have the
porpoise's activity and  well-
developed brain.

hamster,

Lmremitting

Asian Lions to have New Home

The Indian lions of the Gir forest, the only
preserve for lions in Asia, are to have a
second home in the Tikamgarh forest, in the
State of V mdhya Pradesh, to save the species
from extinction.

The Government of Saurashtra have
the shooting of lions and the order

banned
is being
vigorously enforced.

There are about 300 lions in the Gir forest,
according to the latest ™ lion-census ™ taken
early this year, Wild life experts maintain

134

that the ban on shooting of lions 1s not enough:
this seems to be necessary but a
Hence, their plea for finding
India where they

To them,
negative step.
out an alternate region in
can thrive and muInp])

Wild life experts feel that the mere protection
of “ Gir" lions from the guns of hunters
would not prevent the lions from becoming
The board of wild life earl}’ this year
warned that unless the number of ‘" Gur”’
lions was lTlLl]fIPllt_C] by establishing for them
new homes in congenial areas, they would slowly
die out.

They maintain that the lion was oz'iginall}'
an Asian animal and that, with the march of
time, 1t had migrated through the Arabian
hinterland into the vast continent of Africa,
where it now thrives in the humid jungles of
Ethiopia, the Be]gi;m Congo, 1n East Africa
and in the Union of South Africa, in conditions
from great humid heat to

extince.

varying extreme,

dry cold.
Tree-top Hotel

“Tree-Top Horel”” the lodge
40 feet above ground where Queen Eliza-
beth and the Duke of Edinburgh were staying
when King George VI died, was burnt down—
apparenrl} by Mau Mau rterrorists.

The four-roomed hotel buile in
branches of a giant fig tree and from its plat-
form the Queen (then Princess Elizabeth)
watched wild beasts of the jungle come rto
drink at the water-hole below, while artificial
moonlight played about the scene.

Africa

romantic

was the

Africa has alwa}'s walked 1m my mind
p]'oud]}f upriqht, an African giant among the
other continents, toes well dug into the final

ocean of one hemisphere, rising to its full height
in the greying skies of the “other ; head and
shoulders, broad, square and enduring, making
llght of the bagtulof blue Mediterranean s]unu
on its back as it marches patiently rhrouLh
time.
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The metal w'unhghr;md glittering sun-beetle
sound was rising up everywhere in the bush
around us like flame of virgin fire, a flickering,
ecstatic messianic H():sannah, drunk
with pratse for this their far blue heaven.

II‘IbCC[’b

LAURENS VAN DER PoOsT.

‘“ African Humour’

The following five short stories appeared
the 1952 Annual Report of the Kenya Game
Department; they may '1]11le£’ readers. The first
two were submicted by Mr. G. A. G. Adamson,
Game Ranger, Northern Pmume The first
will be of &ptual interest to those who afhrm,
either rightly or wrongly, that elephants always
cover over any dead or evil smelling object.

" An aged Turkana woman and ]1er son were
making their way towards my scouts’ lines from
a Somali village some three miles off. The
son stopped, telling his mother to carry on
along the path and he would catch her up in a
few minutes. The old woman was half blind
and in the gathering darkness took the wrong
path. After going some way, she realized that
she was lost. In the careless manner of her kind
she made herself comfortable at the foot of a
tree and decided to spend the night as best she
might. Her son hurried on to the scouts’ lines
expecting to find his mother. A search was
made but, owing to the darkness, it was un-
availing. The old woman under the tree fell
asleep. Late at night she was aroused to find
herself surrounded b) elephants. A young bull
stood over her and felt het with hra crunk : she
told 1t in Turkana to It backed
away, and agam '1ppmaLhed and felt her over :
again she told it to be ** be gone.”” It then tore
off thorny branches and L:lI'Chl”} covered the old
woman under a great pile until she was com-
p]ere[} imprisoned. Then, to add insult to
injury, urinated over her. An elderly cow,
of the spectators, shocked at such ngmr[em:ml)
behaviour, chased the bull and the others away.
While the bull was engaged in covering up the
woman, the rest of the elephants gathered

;’tt our.

one

SNIPS

around 1n a ring and created a tremendous
uproar. Next niomino a Turkana herding
goats saw the pile of thorns and, hearing cries
for help, released the old woman who was litcle
the worst for her frightening experience. It 1s
well known among natives that elephants will
cover over the bod} of a human they have

killed. Perhaps in this case the woman was so
old that she smelled dead to the elephants I’

Mr. Adamsons’ second story relates how  a
certain othcer of a somewhat nervous di%pmition
whose duties compelled him, much against his
inclinations, to camp near an elephant hlg‘lm ay,
one night was startled out of his fitful slumbers
by rhe rumblings of elephants close by. He
]LQ}"l out of bed, clutched his rifle in one hand
and torch in the other, and rushed out of his
tent. The exertion proved too much for his
pyjama strings and he Sudden[}-’ found himself
hobbled. In overcoming this difficulty he
dropped the rifle. Pukmo up the IIHt. the
pyjamas once more settled around his ankles.
From this disadvantageous pO‘\IFIDI‘l he fired
shots over the t,lt‘ph'lﬂf‘\ heads. It 1s possible
that his aim was not of the best |  Two elephants
were found dead not far off, but by the time 1
mspected the carcasses they were too decayed to
be able to tell the cause of death.”

There 1s p()ssibl}' no other anitmal in Africa
that has been delineated with such a variety of
adjectives as the Rhino, and the i‘OIIO\\-'il]g three
stories from Capt. D..R. P. Zaphiro,
Game Ranger, Kajiado ; all of which relate to
this interesting animal.

“ A Masat rhino, on a visit to Tangan}'ika
wandered, in the middle of the morning, 1Nto a
crowded village near the border.
head at the screams of frightened women he
bolted along a path and ended up inside a
vacant house. The door was promptly shut on
him by a quick-witted Wachagga and later he
was apm:ed to death as the only solution to a
wmp[ete [11"]}."‘:1‘13(: The 1ea0uuclul owner of
the house then opened the dom and plied a brisk
trade for the next few days.

The second story relates

come

Losing his

how ““a cow rhino
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with a two-day-old calf gored a Masai at
Salengai. The victim, who stated
that ‘all women ' were notably of uncertain
temper after the pangs of childbirch.”
Capr Zaphiros’ last story runs aa‘ follows—
" A young Moran (a Masai warrior) decided to
see a rhino off which was daily in rhe habit of
approaching his goats in a very menacing

recovered,

manner. He 1 turn was chased by the
infuriated antmal and tossed into the air. He

descended on the back of the rhino and was
carried several hundred yards before falling off.
Bad])' shaken, though unhurt, he recurned to his
boma as a hero. His ride rapidly achieved
notoriety and the unmarried girls saw to 1t that
he received the deserts reserved for bravery.
Yet alas, rhey NOwW Speak of him wist‘f‘u]l}-‘ but
without regret. Possibly he was more damaged
by his ride than he cared to admit.”

A. M. M. DAVIES.

Crows Go Into Mourning

When a flock of crows lose their leader,
there is consternation among the rest of the
flock.

If any other members of the flock 1s shot,
the rest fly out of range. But if the one who
appears to be their patriarch 1s killed, the rest
exhibit what seems to be acute grief. Uttering
a loud and 111elam]m]} cawing, they gather to
look at the body of the dead bird.

Up to a dozen other birds can be shot with-
out the rest seeking safety in flight.
They pay no attention to birds-shot. subse-
quently ; their grief is always for their dead
leader. When the) do fly oft they keep up their
melancholy cawing for hours. Thereafter, they
avoid the spot.

I saw it happen at Padrhawa) in the south-
east of S.A. and again in western Queensland.
AIthou&h I dislike crows, I found it a very
moving spectacle. The conduct of the rest of
the flock bore every sign of acute grief.

In both cases the bird which they mourned

130

was an old one with crooked claws and a beak
corrugated like an oyster shell.

Australia. H. Al LiNDsAY;

Ducks and Drakes

The wildfowl collection in St. James's Park,

a daily place of pilgrimage for those
Londoners whose hearts are elsewhere, is to

have a new curator, Mr. H. A. Fooks.

Mr. Fooks will be responsible for the ducks
in all Central London parks. He will live on
the Island in St. James's, where the keeper’s
cottage is being rebuilt. There he will be
well placed to deal with a problem which has
exercised my mind.

A white drake, pmwrb]s an ;\vlesbur} and
cerrainly an enterprising bird, 1s leaving his
I]Llll\ on [ht Il'\'.[ﬂ}_’ JCI'ILI”!I_'{OH ITlUr]—lerLL—l b\' thL
wild duck. Mr. Pool\b may be relied upon to
guard the good name of his charges and put a
stop to this dtplomblt, situation.  The proper
place for this drake 1s the oven.

The Field.

Tea Taking Parrot

" cheers but does not
has attracted an unusual admirer. A
parrot, belonging to a retired police official in

The cup of tea which
inebriace”’

India, avidly takes this beverage daily. She
blows on the tea every time she drinks In a
mouthful. The parrot is a great believer in

punctuality. She insists on having her tea
promptly at 5.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m.

Times.

An Awful Temptation

In a tobacco tin, at the top of Miller Peak in
Washington Srare’s Cascade Mountains, is a
logbook and pencil. ~ As this 1s one of America’s
more remote peaks, there are long rime lapses
between most of the entries—but on one page,
two entries bear the same date.
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The first reads : “ Hunted all the way up
from Blewett Pass. The only buck I saw was
standing about 100 yards inside the Game
Preserve. I had him in my ‘%i&Tlit‘% [t was an
awful tempration but I did not ~.hoor. " (Signed).

The entry below reads: *° Awtfully ;Iad

Mr. Hunter, that did not shoot. I was
righr behind you.”
It 1s signed by the game warden.
Extraction of Bee Stings
Dr. H. M. Morir (Midlothian) writse: The
sting should be gently removed. 1 sug-
gest that the mode of removal 1s of the

first imporran* Most people grasp the pro-
jecting sting with the forefinger and thumb.
This squeezes more venom down the shaft of
the sting. The correct method is to scrape the
q[ln Oﬂ' with a knife.

DR. C. ALLAN BircH (Enfield) writes : The
advice that the sting be gently removed s not
e.xpllut enous,._\h. Pmmpmesa {s more lmponant
The ** sting "' consists of the barb and pon()n
sac and also muscles which go on contracting
reﬂeﬂ) for a lonb time. Hemt the dose of
poison increases with time. There is no doubt
that a sting quickly removed causes much less
trouble than one left for some seconds. Gentle-
ness suggests of the finger and thumb,
but this would squeeze out more poison. It is
best to scrape out the Stlllg with the finger-nail
or wipe it out with a handkerchief.

British Medical Journal.

use

A NATIONAL TRUST FOR CEYLON

Brave Bulls

(Points to remember when you are ouf:onfcd by a

wild buffalo—if voujcf[ likexix 4 )

No one can say, on seeing a fighting bull in
the corrals, whether that bull will be brave
in the ring although, usually, the quieter the
bull 1s, the less nervous he seems, the calmer
he is, the more chance that he will turn out
brave. The reason for this is that the braver
he is, usually, the more confident he 1s and the
less he bluffs. All %LIPPOSCCI exterior sibns of
danger that a bull gives, such as pawing the
ground, threatening with his horns, or bellowmg
are forms of bluﬂmg. They are warnings given
i order that combat may be avoided if possible.
The truly brave bull gives no warning before he
C]mrges except the ﬁxing of his eye on his enemy,
the raising of the crest of muscle in his neck, the
[Wltt.l‘llllg‘ of an ear, and, charges. the
lifting of his rail. A completely brave bull,
he 1s 1n perfect condition, will never open his
mouth, will not even let his tongue out, during
the course of the entire fight and, at the finish,
with the sword in him, will come toward the
man while his legs support him, his mouth
tight shut to keep the blood in.

"A bull when he is about to charge, or when he
is angry, twitches one, or occasionally, both ears.
The ear that he twitches is usual[y on the side
of the horn that he uses for preference.

as h(‘.

ERNEST HEMINGWAY

A National Trust for Ceylon

ANY had found it necessary to

create a National Trust. This is a wide
term which 1n some countries embraces wild
life areas in the form of strict Narural Reserves,
National Parks, Intermediate Zones and Sanc-
tuaries ; in other countries, National Trusts
have concentrated their attention on beauty

countr It?

the

By R. S. V. POULIER

spots, landscapes, seascapes, old buildings, green
belts—both along roads and round towns. Thc
call for contributions and ac cept hv.quuta ’

In Ceylon a combination of all these is most
suttable, omitting only those items which are
already covered by the Archaeological Depart-
ment.
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A Sub-Committee of the General Committee
of the Wild Life Protection Society of Ceylon
began the spade work of the investigations
necessary for the formation of a National Trust
and examined the question of fundsand personnel.

The concensus of opmlon was that in the
meantime we should join other societies with
similar objects which will interest themselves
in the i1dea of a Nacional Trust for Ceylon.
Representatives of the Wlid Life Protection
Soctety, the Ceylon Geographical Society and
the Ceylon Natural History  Society
tog.ﬂether and decided to plan the details of :
symposium to be held in the first half of ]unt.
1956, on the subject of a National Trust for
Ceylon under the joint auspices of the three
socteties. The ttle of the symposium is to
be —

met

" A NATIONAL TRUST FOR CEYLON
AN URGENT NECEssITY.”
Three speakers will probably introduce the
subject and it is hoped that thereafter the
ofhicial views (or at least the personal views) of
the heads of some Government Clt“[."dltlnel“lt\
will be available ; persons who have beforehand

intimated their desire to contribute to the dis-
cussion can then make observations; and 1f
time permits any members of the audience who
wish to speak can their views. The
main intention in ﬁnding Speaktl.‘s beforehand
and n restricting the time of speeches ro avoid

{’.XPI'L‘.SS

desultory talk, 1s that the Chairman should
have time to "' sum up "’ and prepare a forceful
recommendation to be placed before Govern-

ment.

chhumﬁ from the expentnu gained of the
sy mpnwum on the protection of the elephant
it is hoped that the principal speakers can make
their contributions available before the date of
the symposium and prepare synopses of their
comments for publicatfon. as propaganda and
publicity are essential if active public opinion
is to be awakened.

It 1s intended to plan a definite follow-up
procedure and to exhibit films on the National
Trust Concept in the United kmgdom, United
States and other countries.

Will those who desire to contribute to the
discussion kindly forward
Hony. Secretary of the Society as
possible.

their names to the
early as

BOOK REVIEW
A GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF CEYLON

By G. M. Henry, Published by the Oxford University-Press.

HIS 1s the best book for the beginner so far

published on the Birds of Ceylon; it is
admirably illustrated by Author with
30 Half-Tone plates of which 27 are coloured
and 124 Dblack-and-white drawings. The
coloured plates havebeen beautifully 1epmdmtd
and cannot but he]p any bird watcher to identify
any of the species so ably depicted. It will
give hope to any bird watcher who has been
struggling to know the Birds of Ceylon but
has been sufferi Ing from the lack of OOCI tllus-
trations. The Author in his mrmdmtlon gives
some very sound advice to would-be bird
watchers, an explanation of the scientific names

the

138

Price Rs-25:

adopred, and, he also points out this book is not
a work on classification and nomenclature but
a help towards " enjoying the birds.” It contains
a wealth of information based on painstaken
field study which is the foundation of all
scientific studies. Bird Watchers in Ceylon
handicapped by the lack of
a reasonably puced Bird Book which contains
easily umonmd tllustrations ; at times they
may ‘have been frustrated to the point of ¢ giving

have been sorely

up their new sought hobby but now, their
troubles should lu over with the inclusion
of this admirable book in their library.

G B
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To the busy man or woman

The IMPERIAL PORTABLE

brings all the time-saving features and
refinements of a bigger machine.

These new models represent the finest value ever offered in Port-
able Typewriters. The many outstanding features are designed to
give complete satisfaction and trouble-free service over many
years.

We shall be pleased to give you a demonstration.

Good Companion No. I.

A fine Portable machine possess-
ing a four bank keyboard with
88 characters, colour change and
stencil switch and automatic rib-
bon reverse and many other
attractive features giving you
a typewriter with all the essen-
tial requirements for many years

Rs. 345/-

Good Companion No. 3.

De Luxe

This machine is fitted with a full
length two colour ribbon with
automatic reverse. Colour
change and stencil lever and rib-
bon reverse lever, a 92 character
keyboard, margin release, ad-
justable touch and inbuilt tabu-
lator giving you all the features
possessed only by a standard
machine. New low price.

Rs. 395/-

You can purchase your new Portables by easy payment terms.

Details on application.

Sole Agents :— CARGILLS E%izﬁ%)o]g:dﬁmnches.

Our Sub-Agents who are equipped to give you after sales service,
Ceylon Jewellers, Trincomalee ; Autos Ltd., Jaffna; Galle Musical
Stores, Galle.
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4. GUIDE T0  THE
BIRDS OF CEYLON

ILLUSTRATED BY THE AUTHOR
G. M. HENRY

With 30 Half-tone Plates
of which 27 are coloured
and 124 Black and White

drawings.

Rs. 25-00

Postage Cts. 75.

H. W.
CAVE & CO.. LTD.
COLOMEBO.
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FOR THE
WILD LIFE ENTHUSIAST !!

LEITZ . ZEISS
WETZLAR JENA

from Rs. 325/- to Rs. 750/-

Complete with Case and Strap
Magnifications 6 <30 to 1560

BINOCULARS BY :

& e B
CINE CAMERAS 8 MM & I6 MM
PAILLARD BOLEX from Rs. 445/- to Rs. 2675/-

Either one lens, two lens or three lens Turret Models.

@ ® ®
STILL CAMERAS :— The World’s Best

from Rs. 32/- upwards to suit all
35 MMECrpesid s o R

MAKE YOUR CHOICE FROM THE WORLD'’S FINEST RANGE !

Agfa, Rolleiflex & Rolleicord, Leica,
Exacta — Robot — Linhof, Hasselblad
Foca — Flash Equipment — Telephoto &
Wide Angle lenses—Tripods—Filters, etc.

Ceylon’s Premier Photo Store

Photo—Cinex Limited.

’Phone : 2577
GALLE FACE COURT 2, COL.OMBO 3.
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Powered Flight :

the Story
of the Century

A record of the development
of aviation and its influence

in the world since

the first flight of

the Wright brothers in 1903.

=37

Mille Miglia
1953

An account of
the famous international road

race held annually in Italy

Project 074

The use of radio-active
piston rings in measuring

engine wear
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SWALL MNILIS

The Shell Film Unit was founded in 1933. Its
documentary films are known throughout the
world; more than 2,000 copies of current produc-
tions are annually distributed to foreign countries;
the majority are revoiced in up to a dozen
languages.

The Shell Film Library now contains 120
films covering not only every aspect of the oil
industry but also many subjects directly or
indirectly related to it. Above and left: Three

recent productions.

- Shell Silms are loaned Jree of charge to Schools,
Travning Colleges, Business Centres, Scienti fu_'
Societies and other Institutions on application to

THE SHELL COMPANY OF CEYLON LIMITED
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A JOURNAI. OF CEYLON
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December, 1951 to December, 1954.

Vear and Month of Issue
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