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Wild Life Protection Society of Ceylon

FOUNDED 1394

The objects for which the Society was formed were—

“ To prevent the elimination of game in Ceylon by destruction of animals for
trading purposes, to further the interests of legitimare sport, and to conserve
one of the food supplies of the mhabirants.”

At the Annual General I\’Ieering held on 30th November, 1045, the Rules were

revised, and the objects of the Society now are—

(1) To prevent the progressive destruction of species of wild animals and wherever
possible to preserve wild life intact in natural conditions 1n Ceylon.

(2) To continue the tradition of the bOCI.et}’ mn ﬂu’thermg the tnterests of Iegltlmate
sport. ®

(3) To promote an interest in the life histories of all forms of animal life and to
co-operate with other Societies and Institutions which have similar aims

and objt‘cts.

The Sttbsrriprion to the Society is Rs. 10 :mnwﬂv, priynh/f on the 1st October.

ALl members, whose subscriptions are not in arrears, receive a copy of each number of
the Society’s Magazine, ‘* LORIS,” which is issued bi-annually in  June and December.
= [ S A g

Further copies may be had at Rs. 3-50 each, at which price copies are also available to the
eneral public.
Persons wis/:fng to join the Society, or desirous of obmmmg _fifr!‘})c’l’ pm‘rh‘rr/m’s, should apply

to the Hony. Secretary, Mr. C. E. Norris, Pingarawa Estate, Namunukula.
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Gleanings from the Warden’s Report—1955

Staff
NLY one case occurred where shooting had
to be resorted to in self-defence. This

unavoidable occurrence took place near Mara-

danmaduwa in the Wilpattu National Park.
A small patrol party led by Game Guard
encountered a she-bear and her nearly full-

grown cub in thick Nelu vegetation and the she-
bear's charge was stopped at aq distance of a
few feet by a shot. She fell to the shot but
got up and disappeared in the thick under-
growth. The blood tratl followed 1n
order to ascertain how severely she was wounded,
and when she was next encountered, about a
quarter of a mile away, she was found to be
seriously injured but she again
was destroyed. The element of danger 1s
always present in the course of patrolling in the
National Reserves and is part and parcel of
the everyday life of the stafft. When a fire-
arm is carried there is a natural tendency for
vigilance to be relaxed and for the cohesion
of the party to be lost. When the patrol has
a stren 7[{-1 0{_ h\’f‘ or "‘x(\ men a UUH I‘ﬁ not neces-
sary and is not usuallv carried, but the normal
patrol consists of guard and one or two

was

charged and

watchers. In V\ﬁlparru the oreatest dangm (s
ﬂ‘()l“n beal‘b, il‘l 3.1& f[O]T‘I tltPhJﬂ["\ :ln'i ]()nt‘
buffaloes. Cases of snake bite are very rare:

]“I"lppi]) there has been no [arahrv yet.
In the Wild Life Dtpmtmem unlike any
other Government Department, othicers of all

grades, from the head down to the most

junior watcher, are thrown together in the
most intimate personal contact and rt‘l&[‘IOI]\hlp
in the their field activities. On
exploration or on panols of some days duration,
the food, the camping out conditions. (etther
unfurnished circuic hut or, more
usually, in the open), and the nature of work
are the same for all 1rrcspeat1ve of rank. And
when travelling on foot in the jungle it 1s not
the most sentor ofhcer but the most experi-
enced and most skilled man in jungle-craft
who leads the way, and it is he, for all practical
purposes, who conmands the party because
upon him is the responsibility for immediate
decision and action if danger is encountered.

course of

m a small,

When a file of men, one close behind the other,
is working its way through jungle, the third
man and those behind hlm see little or nothing
of those glimpses of fleeing animals or those
incipient stages of the demonstrations or attacks
of aggressive animals which the leader sees
clear l) One way of going through jungle
without much risk of d'mgcr. a method practised
by collectors of bee’s honey, is for some mem-
bers of the party to tap the trunks of trees
with a stick or axe and for all to keep up a loud
conversation, or even indulgt’ In song, as rhe)'
move along, but this is exactly the opposite
of the method in which officers of the Depart-
ment of Wild Life are trained: they are
enjoined to walk silently and vigilantly, to see
without being seen, to avoid disturbing wild
animals, and, not to take liberties with poten-
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tially dangerous animals. The inherent dangers
and risks in this method of ;zpp:'oach are obvious,
but these are the skills that must be acquired and
the risks that must be run by a ranger, guard
or watcher who strives to be highly efhicient.

In the exercise of this skill and the taking of

these risks, some remarkable photographs have
been taken by ofhcers of this Department with
ordinary cameras at very close ranges. For
example, the photographer has remained hidden
in the jungle surrounding a rock water-hole
until a bear or elephant has approached the
water, and then left his place of concealment
and crept upwind, camera in hand, unseen
and unheard, to within fifteen feet, photo-
graphed the animal while 1t was drinking, and
withdrawn again to his hiding place without
the animal being aware of his presence. An
unique photograph of a sleeping leopard was
taken by Ranger C. S. Wickremasinghe by
stalking the animal. Ranger H. P. de Alwis
took a close-up sertes of bears in copulation.
Game Guards F. E. Fernando and H. D.
George have photographed elephants, herds and
single animals, at close quarters. These and
other ofhcers of the Department who own
cameras and have gone in for wild life photo-
graphy at their own expense have hitherto
followed the prevailing fashion of  photo-
graphing the larger animals only. The field
of photography of the smaller animals—hare,
porcupine, squirrels, monkeys, jackals, mouse-
deer, mongoose, wild cars and others—remains
practically untouched and 1s likely to produce
equally interesting pictures taken without risk
but with much greater effort.

The National Reserves

Excisions are due to be made from the
Hakgala Strict Natural Reserve. Veddikachchi
Intermediate Zone and \Vilpatru East Inter-
mediate Zone for agricultural and ¢
purposes, and although the actual boundaries of
the areas to be lost have not yer been finally
defined and gazetted, work 1s proceeding in
those areas with a view to their conversion to

grazing

2138

other uses. The Fauna and Flora Protection
Advisory Committee had referred to 1t pro-
posals to restore a tank in the Wilpatru South
Intermediate Zone for a colonisation scheme
and to construct a public highway through
the Veddikachchi Intermediate Zone and, after
consideration, decided unanimously to oppose
both proposals. If the Kaudulla rank restora-
tion scheme 1s proceeded with, the entire
Veddikachchi Intermediate Zone will neces-
sartly have to be unreserved as the greater part
of it, particularly 1ts extensive park-lands, will
become paddy fields under the restored tank.
The Irrigation Department carried out surveys
for the construction of a large, new reservoir
by damming the Kala Oya ar Makalanmaduwa,
in the southern extremity of the Wailpatrtu

National Park.

The Wasgomuwa Strict Natural Reserve
One case of poaching in this Reserve was detected,
but this solitary detection does not reflect the
extent of the poaching which 1s believed to
be going on within 1t. The Karaugahawela
tank, near the southern boundary, was restored
and the fields below it brought under cultiva-
tion. This new settlement imperils the security
of the southern part of the Reserve. Survey
parties entered the Reserve to commence work
on the Mintpe channel extension scheme, and
as this work proceeds during 1956 the Survey
Department's statt will 1ncrease to 100
men encampt‘d ‘at  various p]aces within the
Reserve : rhe)-' have asked and been allowed
to carry firearms for their prorection. If it
1s decided to bring this region under cultivation,
the future aspect of the Wasgomuwa Strict
Natural Reserve will preserve 0111}’ the Sudu-
kanda range of hills, now l'lﬁ‘éll.']}' devoid of
wild life because of its high elevation, pre-
cipitous slopes and rocky surfaces, as the final
content of the Reserve. Barren lands, whether
on mountain or plain, ate 4s memducti\'e of
wild life as they are of crops.

QVEL

The National Parks

There 1s now a general realisation among
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National Parks that the rule
which prohibits walking (except to certam
approved spots) in the Parks s a sensible one.
Apart from avoidilw disturbance to the anmmals,
because a man on foot is mstantly recognised
and causes alarm, 1t avoided
from sudden with dan-
gerous animals. The more visitors there are
1s increasing every year—the more
i'igidl}-’ must the rule be enfmud. And in this
connection it might be as well to repeat once
again that it does not martter what coloured
clothing visitors wear so long as they stay in-
side their vehicles.

National Parks are not established with the
sole object of protecting wild life, although
that 1s a vital element in their functional pur-

visttors to the

has u—.lramh

accidents encounters

the number

pose. Their educational and recreational as-
pects are also highly important, and these
benefits must be made available to and be taken

advantage of b}-‘ all classes of the people and
not by certain privileged or more fortunate
sections only.  Wild life enthusiasts must not
lose sight of the overall picture. e The security
of tenure of a National Park deptnds ultlmclt{:]v
on the character and degree of its national
populaut) the more peup]e of all walks of
life who visit it, the greater will be the number
and the strength of the voices that will be raised
in its defence if it is threatened. Therefore,
as important as the care of the animals are the
facilities and amenities which should be pro-
vided for visitors. In this scheme of things an
essential need is cheap but adequate accom-
modation for school children, students, teachers
and that very large section of the people who
travel by publu transport. Such accommoda-
tion has been provided in both Parks in the
shape of aluminium huts for the use of which
a nominal charge of 25 cents a day for each
person s recovered. The huts at Palatupana,
just outside the Ruhuna Park, can accom-
modate 40 persons and those in the Wilpattu
Park, half that number; but it s already
evident that the accommodation at Palatupana
is inadequate because, like the Park lwun‘ga]ows.

THE WARDEN'S REPORT

the huts are also being booked weeks, and
sometimes months, ahead.

also

Facilities for visttors

include, essentially, roads a[ong which

passenger vans and buses could
travel. The Ruhuna
and the \-\-?i[p;u'tu

and these traverse

motor sa ft.‘]}"

Park now has 10 miles
Park 15 miles of such roads,
those which wild

animals are most fﬁl‘t‘quent])’ to be seen.

areas 1n

The primary need in serving the welfare of
the animals 1s the provision of adequate sup-
P]it"\' of water during the annual drnllu‘rhr from
May to Htprcmbu and over the last five years
this work has It‘CL‘I\(CI the highest pnmlrv n
this  De partment s
ments.

programme of  improve-
The pangs of thirst are greater than
those of hunger. The gratfying position tod;n
is that unless there 1s a failure of the
north-east monsoon, the water supplies n both
Parks will outlast the drought, and the .".nimals
will not be in distress. A mu]rlpllur\ of tanks
and water-holes 1s of no avail tf rain does not

fall to All chem.

severe

The Ruhuna National Park

of about three weeks in
July every year when the visitor to Block No. 2
swill notice plauua]]\ nothing in the way of
wild life, buc if he is interested in the doings
~ his fellowmen, he will see and learn and,
possibly, profit much. This
the Kataragama pilgrimage. Pilgl‘f]hh‘
Northern and Eastern Provinces have travelled
by the eastern and south-eastern coastal route
for many years past and this route 1s still made
use of by numerous devotees who make their
pilgrimage on foor. Not many, however, walk
all the way from Jaffna or Mullaitivu or Trm-
comalee. Today, pilgl‘ims can travel as far
as Panama by bus but from there to Katara-
gama they must walk a distance of 65 miles,
the greater part of it through the Yala group
of \Nl]d Life Reserves. The first ]ml[mo p]au;
after leaving Panama is Okanda, the Range
headqua]rus of the Yala East Reserve : here the
ptlgrims ofter worship at the Hindu shrine on
the rocky headland by the sea,

There is a period

ts the season of

from the

a site of much

219
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sanctity. The second stage of the journey,
which carries them through the first Reserve,
terminates on the banks of the Kumbukkan Oya.
The third night 1s spent at Pahala Potana n
Block No. 2 of the Ruhuna National Park,
where there is a well with racher indifferent
water, and on the fourth day they reach the
clear stream of the Mentk Ganga at Yala.
The ffth stage ends ar Katagamuwa tank m
Katagamuwa Samruau At a point along this
stage the pilgrims loud) hail their first view
of the Kataragama hills : they not dis-
covered that a day earlier, at Veheragodella in
Block No. 2, could obrtain an earlier and
better view of these sacred hills if they were
to climb the mound 200 yards oft the track.
The pilgrimage ends at Kataragama on the sixth
day.

In July, 1955, the number of pilgrims who
travelled through the Reserves greatly exceeded
that of the four preceding years and must have
been well in excess of 5,000 ; perhaps 1t was
the least prosperous of these last five years.
Stories are related, and are believed by the gul-
lible, of the boldness and pugnacity of the
leopards m the Stricc Natural Reserve (now
Block No. 2) who are reputed to have m.quned
a taste for human flesh by taking toll of dying
or exhausted pilgrims, but nobody has seen
the dead bod) or the skeleton of a human being
in this region. On the other hand, it is also
said that the dangerous animals, elephants,
buffaloes and bears, recognise the sacred mission
of the Sami (by which name every pilgrim 1s
addressed) and keep well clear on either side
of the pllarlm track so that the lemnm may
pass unmolested and unafraid : this
understood because it 1s the narural
of wild anitmals to a continuous procession of
thousands of human beings travelling on one

have

t ]wy

is eastly
reaction

route and shouting their religious cries almost
without cessation. It suc CLbblLI”\ puts to ﬂwhr
the boldest bull elephant and the most savage
lone buffalo in Yala.

The pilgrims travel in groups, the unit being

the family or the village. Occasionally there

220

are lone individuals. Men and women of all
ages, some very old and decrepic or lame or
blind and walking with the aid of sticks, and
children of all sizes, including babies in arms,
comprise the groups. They carry their food
on their heads and in every one's hand s 2 tin
pail containing water. Their tent ts the sky.
Their earnestness, devotion and faith are patent,
breaks in to ease the
rigours of the journey. Their food 1s strictly
vegetarian and here nature comes to their
aid for this is the season when the \V()Od’l].‘rplt?
trees, which abound along the entire route,
are in full fruit. The childten, in particular,
are constantly dashing off the track to pick up
the fallen fruits. The}- also the
leaves of several wild plants, principal]}f Rana-
wara (Cassia auriculata), Kara i:CanrfJ:'wrn coro-
mandelicum). Angunukola (Dregea volubilis), Mu-
seta (Rivea ornata), Mulla (Premna latifolia),
Kankun (Ipomaea aquatica), and Mukunuvenna
(Alternanthera sessilis).

Deer, pmfowl and other animals which stray
out of the Pask into Maranan Eliya, Pattiaw ala
and  Godekalapuwa, close outside the park
boundary, behave 1n the same trustful way as
they do inside the park and can be easily ap-
proached and shot. Over a dozen parties,
armed with game licences, came shooting to
Godekalapuwa n November, the first month
of the open season. To prevent this slaughter,
all game licences issued by the G.A., Hamban-
tota, now bear au endorsement  probibiting shooting

but cheerfulness often

consume

within  two miles of the National Park bound-
ary. Objections may be expected from
those who have a pretended interest 1n

wild life protection and who have no com-
punction about shooting game animals which
stand and gaze at them. This development at
(Jodel\a]apuwa illustrates the scientific and
practical necessity for an Intermediate Zone
round every Reserve in which there is absolute
pl‘otecrmn.

A subjc—:cr of much discussion 1s the com-
p.uatt\‘ rarity of bears in the Rubuna Park in
contrast to the llr[;mrm Park

where they are
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fairly frequently seen by visitors. That Wil-
pattu has a larger population of bears than
Ruhuna 1s undeniable : this is also true of
North Ceylon as compared with South Ceylon.
During the palu (Manilkara hexandra) season in
the Ruhuna Park the tracks of bears are very
evident everywhere, even outside the Park
boundaries, so that these animals cannot be
said to be scarce : but their comings and goings
have been at night and an explanation must
be sought for this singular nocturnalism. In
Wilpattu they are seen at all hours of the day
in the cool, wet while during the
drought they come to water and can be photo-
graphed during daylight : not so in Ruhuna.
But even in Wilpattu bears have an aversion
to and fear of motor vehicles greater than that
of any other animal. The bear is also the first
among the wild animals to recede before the
jungle felling and clearing operations which
precede the settlement of man on new lands :
it 1s characteristic of him that he avoids the
proximity of settled human habitation and of
human activity. In Block No. 2 of the Ruhuna
Park, into which visitors and vehicles rarely
enter, bears are often seen by the staff on patrol
or on exploration. The Wilpattu  Park  has
many more visitors than Block No. 2 of the
Ruhuna Park but less than one-fifteenth of the
number of visitors to Block No. 1 : besides,
it 1s considerably larger in extent and the
traffic is dispersed and not concentrated as in
the Ruhuna Park. The factors which mainly
contribute to the rare appearances by day of
bears in Block No. 1 of the Ruhuna Park
appear to be the considerable motor traffic
and the continual presence and proximity of
man within it, both of which are obnoxious to
the bear’s retiring nature. If this assumption
1s correct 1t will be interesting to watch
developments in Wilpattu as the tourist traffic
in that park increases from year to year.

The broad, mile-long corridor to join  the
Uraniya and Buttawa plains, which had been
half done, was completed and the natural
surface track through it was made motorable.

season,

THE WARDEN'S REPORT

Most visitors now travel on this route. Ele-
phants are frequently met with in this corridor.
When new grass sprouted in the new clearing
with the November rains, hundreds of spotted
deer were to be seen in it, a very F:lscinating,
close-up spectacle, the vehicles passing slowly
through massed herds of these attractive animals
without stampeding them. In the process of
natural regeneration of the flora after the fell-
ing and clearing, low bushes of Ranawara,
(Cassia at-n‘ir:-flnhr__fi, a very Showy and Iong—
flowering species, have sprung up everywhere
in the corridor. The water-hole, Siyambala-
aswala, was deepened.

The elephant population in the Park reached
its peak in the second and third weeks of
December, 1955. Owing to the abnormal,
dry weather the grass was beginning to wither
and was in just that condition in which ele-
phants most relish it. It was observed that
in the early morning hours, up to about 8 a.m.,
clephants were stll in forest cover : thereafter,
up to sunset, they were out in considerable
numbers in the open, grassy plains and on the
roadsides, feeding on the grass. Those on the
roadsides were a serious obstruction to traffic.
Many cars were held up for long periods :
some could not proceed beyond Wilapalawewa
or Buttawa. The largest number of elephants
seen by one party in one day in the 10-mile
stretch between Palatupana and Yala was 56.
Many visitors saw 30 and more elephants of
an evening. Two herds of 17 and 13 were
frequently seen. Later, a herd of 27 came into
the park from across the river. The staff on
patrol found elephants everywhere off the roads
and duties to be done on foot had to be carried
out with great caution. At the peak, the
elephant  population came very close to two
animals per square mile, a positively dangerous
concentration. That no accident occurred was
due as much to good luck as to the skill of the
staft in directing visitors. Outside the Park
too, in the stretch between Kirinda and Palatu-
vana, there were several elephants, small herds
and solitary animals, attracted by rthe large

(9]
o]

&)
I
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extent of new chenas 1t.cent[} opened up and
brought under cultivation in this area. By
December 31, this cultvation, except for
chillies, had largely failed for lack of rain.

Wilpattu National Park

It is now possible for motor cars to travel
to 8 Villus, namely, Borupan Wila, Timbiri
Wila, Kumbuk Wila, Mahapatessa Wila, De-
mata Wila, Lunu Wila, Kokkare Villu and
Nelun Wila. The cutting of additional side-
drains and the gravelling of new sections were
carried out and culverts were built :
work has commenced on a small bridge. The
extension of the main, motorable road to Kali
Villu, a total distance of 26 miles, 1s the aim,
bur beyond the 12th mile there is no gm\‘el
or stone, and transport charges become very

new

heavy. In dry weather, many of the Jeep
roads are motorable.
Normally elephants  come to water nearly

every day at the Maradanmaduwa tank in the
Wilpattu Park from late June till September,
and the animals can be viewed from the bunga-
low or, at closer range, from a tree-hut erected
on the tank bund. This is well known to visitors
to Wilpattu and bookings of the bungalow for
July are generally made several months ahead.
But in the 1955 dry season there was ample
water, in all parts of the Park and elephants
came to the tank only occasionally. Due to
the ploteatlon which the Park now affords and
the improvement of the water supplies the
elephant population in Wilpattu has risen to
about 40 to 50 antmals. But their timidity 1s
still evident and they are far more nocturnal
than in Yala. The carcases of four dead ele-
phants were found in the Park during a year.
One was shot in alleged self-defence by a
survey labourer working on the new Wilach-
chiya tank restoration scheme. One had died
of natural causes. In the two remaining cases
the cause of death cannot be stated with certainty.
The suiface topography of Wilpattu exhibits
two features peculiar to this region, (1) sandy
patches of bare, white sand, and (2) eroded

222

areas, or near-desert formations. E. ]. Way-
land has reported these in his papers in *“ Spolia
Zeylanica,”" but his route touched only a small
fraction of the whole area of Wilpattu. The
sandy parches occur only in the Villu area and
they vary in extent from ] an acre to 4 or

The soil is a loose, fine, white (or dis-
coloured white) sand. The ground 1s never
flat but always sloping, with undulations, in
one direction and the difference in elevation
between the lowest hollow and the highest

acres.

level may vary from 10 to 50 feet. It is not
altogether bare of vegetation : clumps of bushes
or small trees grow here and there. The

occurrence of these sandy patches 1s always
circumscribed and abrupt. Are the}-' Villus 1n
the making? The eroded sections or
desert formations never occur in
area but on firm ground.

near-
Villu
They are of con-
siderably larger extent and take the shape of a
flactened bowl, lowest towards the north, north-
west or west which is the exit through which
the flood waters pass. The high ground round
is often 25 feqt higher than the dLept st hollow
and rises clear and vertically from the rim of
the bowl. Within the bowl the surface is un-
even and interspersed with lictle hillocks, not
fully eroded, which stand out like islets and
often carry a single tree or some sparse vege-
tation on their dlmmlahmg summits. There is
little or no sand except that brought down by
the streams. Little ridges become watersheds
for little streams.

the

Protected Animals and Plants

No addition was made to the lists of abso-
lutely protected and partially protected animals
and planrs. The unrestricted export of the herb
Ekaw ertya (Rauvolfia serpentina) was curtailed to
quantities fixed by the Controller of Exports.

Crocodiles are now seldom seen outside the
Reserves and there is no doubt that over the
past 10 years considerable numbers of them
have been killed for their skins. In several
village tanks crocodiles are now totally absent.
If the protection now given to these reptiles
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in (1) the large reservoirs within the Gal Oya,
Minneriya-Giritale, Anuradhapura, Wirawila-
Tissa and Giant's Tank Sanctuaries, (i) the
many Villus in the W l[pd[lu Reserves, and
(iii) the lagoons and rivers in the Yala Reserves,
could be assured in the future, there need be no
apprehension that they will become extinct.
A useful and interesting branch of research
would be a study of the ecological unbalance or
changes which have taken place in those tanks
and other waters in which crocodiles formerly
lived 1n npprccfable numbers but are now
absent or very scarce. In the course of such
a study special attention should be given to
those tanks which are teeming with the recently
introduced exotic fish, T:f[apm.

The over-shooting of partridges in the Mannar
District ;1pp>ar~; theoretically to have been
checked by (1) reducing the number of birds
which may be shot on a licence to 6, and (2) res-
triction 1n the issue of licences.

The Unprotected Areas

The overall IJ[LIUI(? of wild life in the un-
protected areas 1s a dismal one, and with little
hope for the future, especially to those whose
recollections of the highways and byways of
the Dry Zone jungles extend back for 20 vears.
The :,pamcle of wild life on the jungle ‘road-
sides is now a thing of the past and for this the
blame must be laid unhesitatingly on the men
who shoot from motor vehicles. The Jeep and
the Land Rover in recent years have carried
this type of shooting off the roads into cart-
tracks and jungle- parhs and beyond into open
parklands and plains. The jungle villager's
contention that shooting is no longei practicable
except at night and with a torch is true, because
the animals have become almost completely
nocturnal. By da}’ they lie up in remote and
secluded spots where they are not easily ap-
proachable, and they move out to feed only
after night has fallen.

Night-shooting by sitting up over water-
holes, in tank-beds and by river-banks is widely
practised during the dry season. The more
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severe the drought the more shooting there 1s.
The 1955 drought was very mzld and the
slaughter by mght—shootmé was comparatively
This type of poaching s the main
source for the illicit trade in meat which
flourishes in colonisation schemes and l'()\Vl'l‘a]'l[Ph.
bazaars and fairs in the dry zone. There is a
ready sale, but there would not be if butcher’s
shops for the sale of beef or mutton existed.
The absence of a licensed beef-stall in a popu-
lated area is a powerful inducement to  poachers

small.

and their associates to commercialise the shoot-
Ing of wild animals and the sale of their flesh.
With bicycles, transport over distances of 10
to 15 miles is not a matter of much account.
Once this trade is organised and established,
1t 1S not easi[y broken. But there is no me‘afling
supply of wild animals and the depletion and
final extermination of the animal population by
continual shooting must eventually put an end
locally both to wild life and the tr ade o meat.

Apart from the considerable trade in meat,
there are no other internal commercialised
activities in the products of wild life except
in crocodile skins. There used to be a sub-
stantial export of horns, skins, porcuplm, quulls,
feathers, and panbolm scales, but since May,
1050, export in commercial quantities or for
commercial purposes has been banned and these
products have ceased to be collected. Croco-
dile skins can be ]tg&“) L.Ol[tt.l'td. as the lt]:ntlh
S not proruted but the method of export is
illegal and is by smuggling from the ports in
the Jaffna peninsula.

For the third year in succession, the 1955-
56 north-east monsoon brought very few
migrant ducks into Ceylon. 1955-56 was the

worst of the three years, but this cannot be
attributed to the partial failure of the north-
east monsoon because the preceding year ducks
were nearly as scarce although the rains were
abnonnally heavy. In ftdllt}, duck- shooting
in Ceylon is a comparatively recent form of
sport. It is well known, for mstance, among
those acquainted with the Yala Reserves over
the past years that prior to 1938, when the

\J
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present Ruhuna Park was a Resident Sports-
men’s Reserve and much shooting was done
within and outside it, very few ducks were ever
seen in the tanks and lagoons berween Kirinda
and Yala. Nobody went duck-shooting 1n
those days in the Hambantota District, although
in the last 10 years that has been the sole mission
of several shooting parties. The incursion of
migrant ducks in large numbers nto the Ham-
bantota District and the Yala Reserves began
to be annual event, eagerly looked forward
to by sportsmen, some time after 1938. Re-
cords of careful observations made are available
from 1041-42 in which year the ducks were
here in colossal numbers with a very high pro-
portion of Pintails : they were so crowded 1n
the Hambantora District that they spread out
over the inland waters to beyond Tangalle as
far as Mawella, at the 116th mile. In the
Batticaloa, Jaffna and Mannar Districts they
were equally abundant. Nothing on this scale
has been experienced since but a migration
reminiscent of it occurred again in 1948-40.
The seasons 1044-45, 10406-47, 1950-51 and
the last three years (including the present sea-
son) have been very bad ones. In the Jaffna
and Mannar Districts too the abundance of
the birds has become prominent after 1938.
In Mannar District large numbers of duck rest
by day in the shallow, calm sea between. Man-
nar Island and the mainland as well as in
Giant's Tank. There appears to be no strong
evidence of any co-relation between good and
bad seasons for duck and good and bad seasons
for snipe.

Special Protection for the Elephant

With the very large number of firearms now
in the possession of villagers, the gun and the
torch are the chief means relied on for pro-
tection of crops and they are used not for driving
animals away but for killing them. Stout
fencing, perimeter fires, wakeful watching with
occasional inspection of the field, noises at
intervals and co-ordination with watchers 1n
neighbouring fields are now seldom practised.
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The numerous statements which have been
recorded of men who have shot elephants in
their fields usually begin, " I was sleeping in
my watch-hut when I was awakened by
Herd elephants, 1t 1s well known, are easily
driven away without shooting at them. Lone
elephants are more dithcult to dislodge, especially
if their entry has not been detected and they
have been allowed to feed undisturbed for some
time.

A limitation qf the cultivator’s -r{gfrt to shoot,
as and when he likes and without 'prr'or resort
to other p-rotfm'w measures at  every
elephant, are undoubtedly necessary if the sur-
vival of the Ceylon elephant is to be ensured.
[t is mathematically cerrain that 1f the casualty
rate is allowed to exceed the birth rate, which
is happening now and has been happening for
the past 15 years, extinction must be the in-

! f‘fsp:rfﬂ'n 0

evitable consequence.

An experimental change in the basis of pay-
ment of compensation with the object of pre-
venting or mitigating the shooting of elephants
in defence of trops was proposed by Mr. R. L.
Arnolda, c.c.s., Government Agent, Hamban-
tota. His proposal was that provided the culti-
vation proper[y jma’n' and wah:bfd, and
elephants  were  not  shot, compensation  to the
full extent of the damage should be paid in
every case.  Mr. Arnolda emphasised that in-
tensive propaganda  through the Rural Deve-
lopment Societies, the Headmen and other
sources against the shooting of crop-raiding
elephants would also be an essential feature of
the experiment and he further suggested that
rockets, which cost little, could be supplied
by Government to the Headmen to be sold at
cost price to the. cultivarors. The Fauna and
Flora Protection Committee gave
unanimous Support to this proposal and recom-
mended that funds be provided for trying out
the experiment in Hambantota District dbm‘ing'
1950-57.

Fanrtastic stories have been current about a
herd of 30 or more elephants being pocketed
in an estate of 1,000 acres in the Rurunegala

Wis

Adv 1sory
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District. A concentration of one elephant per
square mile is as much as a forest could stand :
30 or more elephants confined within 1,000
acres would leave not a tree standing 1 a week.
This Department has very fully investigated
this particular case and is in possession of the
full facts. It is correct that the elepbants — are
pocketed in an area along a 1 5-mile stretch of
the Deduru Qw mrtgkh' Bm\gf:’{w
and Nikaweratiya :  but the number of ele-
phants does not exceed 25 and the limits
within which they are confined enclose about
45 square miles (28,800 acres). This area was
always a habitat of elephants  because the
jungle contains a plentiful supply of the kind of
food they like and there is perennial water in
the river : and in spite of the gradual closing
of the escape routes to northward by the ex-
tension of cultivation and the progressive con-
fining of their movements, the elephants made
no attempt to leave the area. The completion
of the Nikaweratiya colonisation scheme during
the war and one or two smaller schemes soon
afterwards finally closed the net around them.
The villagers in the area have suffered no
depredations from the elephants and have made
no complaint : all agree that the herd is eastly
driven away when it approaches their fields.
But within the pocket more and more land is
being opened up every year both by capitalists
and by peasants, and a stage will come in the
near future, unless something is done now,
when the dwindling area of jungle will be
unable to support the elephants and they will be
forced to raid crops in increasing degree for their
sustenance : their extermination by shooting will
then follow. To avoid their destruction in this
way, it has been decided chat, in step with the
progress of developments of new lands from years
to year, a certain but variable number of elephants
should be captured annually from this pocket.  In
pursuance of this policy the Zoo has already
received six elephants during 1954 and 1955.

bfr Ween

Offences under the Act

The commonest offence but the one least
often detected is shooting by night with the
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aid of artificial light. Ofhcers of this Depart-
ment out at night meet, frequently enough,
men n the jung:[e carrying guns and torches,
and motor vehicles on the jungle roads with
guns protruding : but the act penalised s
the actual shooting and to establish the com-
mission of an offence this act must be witnessed.
There are several loopholes in the law, as well
as concessions and exceptions which are no
longer justifiable and omissions in respect of
the powers of search and arrest: all these
matters were gone into at a conference presided
over by the Hon. the Minister of Justice and
an amending Bill is under preparation.

Public co-operation in the detection and pre-
vention of offences is generally lacking. In-
formation is always welcome and will always
be treared conﬁdenrl‘a]]}-', but vague statements
and generalisations are of little aid.

The identity of poachers in the different
areas 1s known to the officers of this Depart-
ment, but to keep track of their day to day
activities 1s no easy task without the assistance
of local informants. Meat must be disposed
of within 12 to 18 hours of killing, while it is
still fresh, and poachers have no lack of cus-
tomers, so that the time handicap is against
the detective officer who has to receive informa-
tton and get to the scene before the meat is
sold out. Localities in which professional  poach-
(ng and rmdfng th mealt are prfwrlmf are —
Madhu Road, Mankulam and Tunukkai (Jaffna
District) ; Wanni Helembewa, Habarana and
Kebittigollewa (Anuradhapura District) ; Man-
ampitiya and Wilikanda (Polonnaruwa Dis-
trict) ; Kantalai (Trincomalee District) ; Kathira-
veli, Valaichenai and Padiyatalawa (Batticaloa
District) ; Eluvankulam and Anamaduwa (Put-
talam District) ; Maho and Galgamuwa {Kuru-
negala District), Eml‘.-i[ipitiya [fRafl'mpum Dis-
trict) ; Tanamalwila and Buttala (Badulla Dis-
trict) ; and Hambantota, Ambalantota and
Tissamaharama (Hambantota District).

The Total Eclipse of the Sun
There was a

total eclipse of the sun in
Ceylon on June

20.  The eclipse began at
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7.07 a.m. and ended at 9.29 a.m., with total-
9% for 4 minutes from 8.11 am. to
8.15 am. The Wilpattu National Park
was in the path of totality but the Ruhuna
Park was just outside it. The entire staft of
this Department  was employed in observing
the behaviour and reactions of animals, birds and
tnsects before, during and after totality,
and detailed instructions were issued for
the guidance of  the  ofhicers. The
Wild Life Protection Society invited
to send some of its experienced members to
]0111 and assist the staff of the National Parks
in the work of observation :md there was a
ready response : the President, the Hon. E. B.
Wikremanayake, and Mr. Aloy H. Perera
went to Wilpattu, and Messts. W. W. A.
Phi]lips and Gorton Coombe to the Ruhuna
Park. The results did not come up to expecta-
tions. For one thing it was a dull and drizzly
morning. In the Ruhuna Park, although the
sun was almost totally obscured leaving only
a very thin, hairline, half-crescent visi ble during
totality, the darkness was no greater than that
of early dusk and it was possible, in the open,
to read a newspaper throughout the four minutes
of totality. Mr. Phillips reported, ™ As far
as the Wild Life was concerned, the eclipse
appeared to have passed unnoticed,” and this
was confirmed by all the Departmental observers
in Ruhuna. In the Wilpattu Park, which was
in the path of totality, the darkness was more
intense though not complete, and observers

was

in the Villu area found the further shores of

the smaller lakes, 200 yards away, invisible

durmgj total 1r} Some more positive obser-
vations were made here. Bird «calls were
generally stilled in the darkest period' jungle

fowl out in the open took to wing and flew
into the forest. But no birds of the night,
such as owls, nightjars and night herons, or bats,
were seen or heard. Deer moved about and
continued feeding in the open during the period
of totality : herds wunder observation were
noticed to have shifted their position and to
have been joined by fresh members who were
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Pigs and wild buffaloes
showed no did not,
as is their practice at nightfall, leave the water
for the jungle. Monkeys made no noise and
remained they were. Silence the
predominant feature during rtortality, a thouhh
normally, at 8.15 a.m. in the morning, cries
and calls of animals and birds, LHPL‘CIA“V birds,
had not yet abated. More plonmmud and tangible
than the darkness was the fall n temperature.

Previously in cover.

reaction : the buffaloes

where was

Tragedy at Konwelena
November 10 at Konwelena, a
hamlet near Magama, abour four
south of Tissamaharama, an adult
leopard attacked and killed a woman and in-
jurcd five men. About seven in the morning
W. K. Baba Singho was wa[umg his plot of
chillies when he heard a noise and saw a ]enpard
about 15 feet away, on the other side of the
barbed-wire fence snarling at him. The animal
growled again and then came forward, growling
LOI'ITI]"IL[OLIBI}. Baba %nwho hurled his bucket
at the leopard’&nd bl'lLl(_l\ it on the head. The
animal leapt to a side and went into scrub
jungle across the road. Baba Singho called out
out

On
miles
male

to his neiuhbours and two of them came
of their huts and stood at their gates, trying
to locate antmal. The [LOP&].C] suddenly
re-appeared, leapt on the two men and wounded
them, and went back into cover. At this stage
an old woman, 1)mszt1)e LLamaya, came alm 1g
the path insearch of her son, and the leopard sprang
out on her, seized her by the throat and killed
her almost instantly : it again took refuge in
the jungle. An armed hunt was now organised
by three or four men with guns, assisted lw
others, and about an hour later the Iuopald
was discovered crouching the
allotments. It was fired at and wounded, and
it thereupon attacked the party and mauled
three rather seriously. Five more
shots were fired at the wounded animal before
it was killed. The carcase bore no old wounds
or injuries and the animal, which s said to
have measured feet 1 inch, was apparenrly

the

inside one of

men, one
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in good healch. There was no ““ kill "’ in the
vn.mtr} and all the evidence is that the leopard
acted without provocation. During the week
following this tugtd) two more leopards were
seen 1n rhe vicinity of the village and one of
them attacked a dog.

Recapitulation

In 1955 the Department of Wild Life
completed the = first five e B T
existence. During this pulod Its energies were
directed mainly towards the improvement of the
National Parks. The first and foremost re-
quirement was the augmentation of the water-
blePIICS so that the animals would have a sufhi-
ciency of water during the drought. This has

CRIES AND CALLS OF NIGHT-BIRDS

The amenities for visitors
attention.

been nearly achieved.
have also recetved considerable
Motorable roads now run for several miles in
both Parks, the accommodation for visitors
has been increased and the bungalows fully
furnished and equipped. The security of the
Parks against poachers and intruders h{.{b been
greatly strengthened by the opening of many
miles of new Jeep roads so that patrolling and
carried out (_]uickl}-‘ and

supervision can be

efliciently. All these works of improvement
have resulted in the Parks being visited by an
annl_la]]}z' l]]L] ﬂ")l]]h ]]I.[n‘lbe' (]1_ ]_“.UI."]L L-{lq“ n
from all walks of life :15,474 visitors entered
the Parks in 1955 as against 3,335 in
1050.

The Cries and Calls of Night-Birds in
the Ceylon Jungles

L ]
" Ere Mor the Peacock flutters, ere the Monkey People

cry

Ere Chil the Kite swoops down ﬂﬂt-rlong sheer,

Through the jungle very softly flits a shadow and
a sz'g]—

He is Fear, O Little Hunter, be is Fear !

Very softly down the glade runs a waiting, watch-
ing shade

And the whisper spreads and widens far and near

And the sweat is on thy brow for he passes even
HOW—

He is Fear, O Little Hunter, be is Fear |

‘ SONG OF THE LITTLE
HuUNTER."") =

(K1pLING'S

HERE is always something distinctly in-

triguing and mysterious about Birds-of-
the-night. A fleeting glimpse in the dusk,
a sudden, often rather embarrassing, disclosure
in the glare of the head-lights on a jungle-road,
is all the acquaintance that many people have
of them—and how is one to identify a nocturnal

By W. W. A. PHILLIPS
bird from a fleeti ng
or the spot-light ?

So, to most people, our night-birds remain
more a strange a‘thInb]JUt of tales and pictures
in books, than living realities of the jungles.
And yet, did one but know their cries and
calls, we would learn that, during the hours of
half-light and actual darkness, they are all
around us in the country areas, ll\lﬂg' out
their appointed lives 1in “their ]Lmo]e llOI“Ilt_S,
heedless of our presence and nought
for our ignorance.

Here then, is an attempt to describe some of
the commoner cries and calls of our nocturnal
friends, in order that, when we hear them in the
stillness of the night-watches, we may know
what night-birds are active around us and to
what authors should be attributed the cries
that we hear.

But first we must decide what birds we shall
consider ; we must define our ‘ Birds-of-the-
night 7" or ** Night-birds.”” Do we include all

glimpse in the half-dark

caring
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birds that wake up and call or cry while the
hours of darkness are upon us? Definitely
not ! We must restrict ourselves to certain
families or species that, from choice or habit,
are generally active during the night and usually
sleepy during the day, resting and preening.
When the moon is full and bright, many

is asleep and all small-life 1s active in the
swamps. But these, though they may call and
cry, are not true night-birds, for on dark nights,
when the moon 1s in eclipse, they can see but
lictle better than you or I and so they feed
quite normally by day and sleep by night. But
the real night-birds, although they may find

Night-Herons at their nests
““Quark, quark’, the squat Night-Heron croaks "

birds are on the move or restless, crying out
from love, joy or ﬂ'fghr. The Red-wattled
Lapwings often cty ** Did-he-do-it,"” " pity-
to-do-it,” while they fly overhead to other
feeding grounds ; many herons, ducks, plovers,
waders and waterbirds, from snipe to pelicans,
delight to feed during the cool, subdued moon-
lit hours when conditions are congenial, man
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ll:'ﬂ‘ easter when the moon is shining, are always
active in the dim half-light and hours of dark-
ness and sleep and rest throughout the day.
Which, then, are the true night-birds of
Ceylon ?

For purposes of this paper, we may define
them as the night-heron, the owls, the night-

jars and the froemouth and perhaps we mighr
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also mclude, as an act of grace but by no means
as a right, some of the cuckoos—restless, immoral
birds that so often compete with the true
night-birds for a hearing during the hours of
ddlknes«. or moonlight when rhe} should by
rights be sleeping soundly ; but perhaps un-
easy consciences make them wakeful !

Not all our night-bird calls been
recorded—some calls have still to be linked
with their authors and of some of our owls
their cries are. still unknown ; but we will
now try to describe, to the best of our know-
ledge and with the help of others, the calls
and cries that are known.

The Night Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax nyc-
ticorax).—A nocturnal heron, abundant around
many of our tanks and lagoons, especially in
the Dry Zone. The cry of this bird, uttered
frequently as it flies overhead in the dusk on
its way to its feeding grounds, is a rather low-
pitched, hoarse croak—Quark or Kwak. At its
breeding colonies, in the branches of trees
standing in or oy (’.‘lhanglﬂg water, the cries have
been C[CbLfled as ““an assortment of raucous

1121 Ve

noises ‘‘ Kaahk, Kaahk,” ‘< Kwak® *° Kwuk-uk,’
* Koouk,” etc.
The Eastern Barn Owl (Iyto alba  ster-

tens).—A scarce resident, this owl is confined
to the Jaffna-Mannar seaboard, where it favours
old buildings, forts and the like. I have no
personal Lnowledge of 1ts cries 1 Ceylon.
Henry (p. 192), however, writes, " The breed-
ing season is in February and March and,

it approaches, the Barn-owl becomes n(n:sy;
it utters a harsh, high-pitched scream * ecee’
or “wheech’ which has a hoarse quality as
if the bird were straining its throat. A more
wheezy version of the same sound is the hunger-
cry of the young " and Legge (p. 1606), states
“The note of the Screech-owl, as its name
implies, is a loud cry or scream, which it some-
times utters on the wing,” and Salim Ali
(p. 275) describes it as “a harsh screech,
uttered from time to time during its silent,
ghost-like flight. It also produces a variety
of discordant screams and weird snores and
hissing.”

AND CALLS OF NIGHT-BIRDS

Ceylon Bay-Owl (Phodilus badius assi-
resident owl, occasionally
Wet and Hill

been

The
milis).—A very rare,
met with in the forests of the
Zones to 4,000 ft. This rare owl has
accused of being the * Devil Bird "—but with
lictle iound’ttlon it would seem. No one, 1n
fact, appears to have recognised or recorded its
cries.  Writing of the northern race, however,
Stuart Baker (p. 381) states: * They have
a single soft hoot but dunn the breedmg season
excel all other owls in the appalling nature of
One bird . made nights hide-
hosr. of half-a-dozen cats

their cries.
ous with cries like
[1hhtmg

It 1s likely that the Ceylon
cries somewhat similar to the northern bird.

The  Collared Scops-Owl (Otus  bakka-
moena bakkamoena).—An attractive lictle ** eared

Bay-owl makes

The Collared Scops-Owl

““ <Whok, whok, " the Collared Scops doth mock *’
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owl ; locally distributed but often plentiful
in well-wooded areas in both the low-lands and
the lower hills to about 4,000 feet.

Many of these charming little owls live in
Colombo, in the Cinnamon Gardens : some-
times they may be seen under the eaves of rall
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Ceylon Forest Eagle-Owl (in juvenile plumage)
< Screams, gurgles, grodns and hell galore ™

more often, in the large trees
lining the avenues. After dusk, their calls
are very frequently heard—a rather mono-
tonous *° Whok "'—repeated, off and on, at
intervals of 2 to 3 seconds, sometimes for quite
long sessions ; it also has a more rarely heard

houses but,
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THE CRIES AND CALLS OF NIGHT-BIRDS

cry which has been described as *“a bubbling,
chattering call of a single note in ascending
scale, occasionally interposed between normal
calls ”’ (Salim Ali, p. 283): To Henry's ear,
however, the usual call sounds like ™ a quaint,

nmnosyllabic note 1'L=:;emb|ing the word ‘ what’

T

scending in scale and often followed by a shrill,
chittering squeal. A pair will call to each other
several times during the night, especially during
the courting season.”

The Ceylon Little Scops-Owl (Otus scops
leogei).—The smallest and most attractive of

Ceylon Brown Fish-Qwl ( flash-light at nest)
& ‘Oom[-"ow-oo'. calls the [H"g Brown Fish "’

with the t omitted ; “‘ this,” he states, * is
repcated at intervals of two to three seconds
for several minutes and s answered by its mate
in similar tones. On their meeting, the call
wda wa \’L’ﬂ.' (llli'-'

gives place to a loud * wa wa

small num-
tracts both
in the low-lands and in the hills to over 6,000 ft.

The cry of this delightful pigmy

all our owls. Widely scattered, in
bers, throughout the larger forest

_ “ eared '
owl can very frequently be heard in the jungles

=]
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-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



LORIS, December, 1956

adjoining the Horawaporana, Tanamalwila,
Maha Oya and other “jungle "' resthouses.
Sometimes it continues intermittently almost
throughout the night and, as one lies awake
listening to it, one wonders that the owl never
seems to tire of its continued calling. In a
paper published in 19%3 in Spolia Zeylanica
(Vol. XVII, pt. 3, p. 99). I described the call
as a "' steady, Incessant and most Monotonous
with an unvarying cadence and beat of
just three seconds between calls, Wook,
toorroo, Wook, took-toorroo, Wook, took-toorroo.”

To G. M. Henry's ear, however, it sounded
more like “°tuk, tok-torok tuk, tok-torok.”
The first syllable being much famter than the
other two and not audible at any distance.
By Legge, it has been rendered as, * Whok-
chok-korok.”” Tt is a very distinctive cry which,
once heard, cannot be mistaken for the cry of
any other Night-bird.

The Ceylon Forest Eagle-Owl (Bubo
nepalensis  blighi).—Widely scattered, very
small numbers, throughout the lmget forest
tracts, both in the lowlands and in the hills
to over 6,000 fr. Many people believe that
this giant owl is the true * Devil-bird " ;
others, however, declare that it 1s but one of
several that have earned that title. Certainly,
it has a very strong claim to be honoured with
the designation ** Devil-bird " for occasionally,
but by no means very often, it undoubrtedly
makes a most d{sturbmg. Iepulsx\e and frighten-
ing cacophony which is sometimes the C{llf_‘Lt
cause of its own sudden death—for any one
hearing it immediately leaps for his gun to
liquidate the author of such terrible and ill-

cry,

n

omened cries. Most probably, the gurgling
shrieks, screams and blood-curdling, guttural

chortles which have been likened by various
observers to ' a woman being tortured,” *‘ the
neighing of a horse " and the * screaming cry
of a woman—mibay-wara-o-ob "’ or *‘ ub-ub, ub-
no-o-ho-0-oi '’ are nothing more than the mating
calls of this owl. 3

Fortunately they are uttered very infrequently,
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even in forests where the Eagle-Owls are resi-
dent, so they are rarely heard.

Normally, the call of this owl is a deep,
deep mumble or human-sounding snore while
the young have a weak, chittering cry which
they utter in protest when they are “disturbed.

The Ceylon Brown Fish-Owl (Ketupa zey-
lonensis  zeylonensis).—Plentiful thloui,huut the
lowlands and occurs, occastonally, 1n the hills
to over 6,000 ft.: one of the commonest owls
in Ce}lon. The call of this large ™ eared ”
owl 1s c_ommonl) heard, at or soon after dusk,
especially m the vicinity of water. It is a deep,
triple note " Hoo-whoo-hoo,””
the second syllable lower than the first and third.
By it has been likened to the words *
Gloom-ob-gloom™" or**boom-o-boom™" or
It is certainly an eerie, rather sepulchral cry
which, on first acquaintance, seems as though
two owls were carrying on a duet, the second
answering immediately the first has called.
Actually, however, the call is made by one bird
although it frequently happens that a pamr may
call to one afother in what Henry aptly de-
scribes as ** doleful and utmost human-sounding
moans ; ' comp-o00-00 ' says one, to be answered
b}-‘ its mate with an assenting ' 00.””  This dismal
concert goes on,’ “ for some time
before the birds decide that hunger, as well as
music, has clatms.”’

In addition, they are said to give vent to groans
of displeasure and low chucklings when feed-
ing their young.

The Jungle Owlet (Glaucidium radiatum
md:’m‘u-mfn.—Fairly plentiful in the forests of
the Dry Zone, in the Eastern, Uva and Southern
Provinces and occnsionai])f visits the drv Uya
Hills to 3,500 ft. In the jungles around Nil-

hollow-sounds ng,

some,
1y
“t-whoo-hu.

he writes,

gala, Maha Opya, Tanamalwilla and other
favoured areas, this small ‘‘ earless”” owl 1s

fairly plentiful. During the night and often
in the day-light hours, too, in dull w eather, it
may be heard calling loudly and frequently.
Legge's description of the call excellent :
" The note commences with the syllable Kaow,

1S
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THE CRIES AND CALLS OF NIGHT-BIRDS

nylon Brown Wood-Owl ( juvenile, at entrance to nest-hole)
¢ Hubu-koo’, the Brown Wood-Owl shouts."’

slowly repeated and gradually accelerated until , part of the year, about March and April, this

changed to * Kaow-whap, Kaow, whap’ which
increases in loudness wuntil it is suddenly
stopped.”  Towards the final note, the «call
becomes louder and more rapid, so that the
sudden stop 1s quite unexpected.

Many a time, I have lain in bed in the
Maha Oya or Tanamalwilla Resthouse, listen-
ing to this wild and peculiar cry. In the early

owl s particularly noisy and calls  very
Iirequcnr]}-' from near or far.
The Chestnut-backed Owlet (Glaucid-

tum  cuculoides mshumrmmm'}.—\-\-’idel}" distri-
buted, in small numbers, throughout the dense
forests of the Wet Zone and western aspects
of the hills to 6,300 ft. This little owlet
1s even more diurnal, in its habits, than the

I
S
"o
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]ungle owlet. On misty and overcast days,
it is often active in the forests until late in the
morning and it appears again early the
afternoon, under like conditions. A simple
but curious, far-carr}-’mg note,
this owlet, sounding like * Kraw, Kraw, Kraw,
Kraw, Kraw,” but during the breeding season,
a louder and more complicated version of the
“ Kraw '’ call is sometimes heard in the dusk.
One evening, in the forests near Kitulgala,
I was astounded at the volume of sound issuing
from several of these little owlets.

The Brown Hawk-Owl (Ninox scutulata
hirsuta)—Widely but locally distributed, 1n
small numbers, throughout the lowlands and
lower hills to about 4,000 feet. Like the
Collard Scops-Owl, this owl is resident in the
Cinnamon Gardens area of Colombo and
call may often be heard, during the more silent
hours when the noise of the traffic has died
away. Wait, quite rightly, describes the cry
as much more mu:,u_al than those of other owls—
a clear, low ‘' Coo-ook,”” frequently repeated.
Soon after sunset and again towards midnight,
especially on moon- ]12ht mé:hts, and often 1n
the mornings until sometime after sunrise,
the call may be heard. Leggg writes, It hoots
in the evening just after sundown and 1s much
more loquacious on moonlight nights than
when it 1s dark. About 10 o'clock, after feed-
ing, 1t recommences ifs not unmelodious hoot,
resembling * Whoo-wak, Whoo-wak,” Henry gives
his version as ““a mellow * Koo-ook’ ¢ Koo-
ook,” the ‘ook’ being lower in the scale than
the first syllable.” On still nights the call
is repeated time and again and carries a con-
siderable distance.

The Ceylon Brown Wood-Owl (Strix lepto-
oramemica orbro‘gews'—\’\’ell distributed and
moder ately plentiful throughout the forest tracts
of the lowlands and hills to over 6,000 ft.
The normal call of this wood-owl, which 1s so
often heard in the highland jungles, 1s a fre-
quend) repeated ]100t " to-whooo'” or, as Henry
puts it a sonorous " bubu-hooo.””  Wait how-
ever, thinks that the hoot has four syllables
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is the call of

“ oot-oot-tu-whoo,” the first two syllables being
heard only when close at hand. To my un-
musical ear, the call sounds more like Henry's
“ hubu-hooo.””  Often a pair will call

rendering
in the dusk, before starting

to one another,
hunting.

During the breeding season,
also a long sibilant hoot which sounds rather
fearsome, in the silence of the night; so
much so. that I have known Tamil Tabourers
refuse to do night-work in a tea-factory through
fear of this *‘ Devil-bird.” Also, Henry men-
tions one that drove away a troop of macaque
monkq from 1ts ﬂt"‘;tllng‘, by ﬂappmg s
wings violently against the foliage and giving

these owls use

vent, at the same time, to a curious whistle
or scream. Later, the same bird, when
approached, menaced him with beak-snapping

(a common habit amongst OW']b', growls, hoarse
hoots of ““ hub, bub, hub’ and a short bark
“ wow, wow, wow."’

The Short-eared Owl
—An occastonal winter visitor ; a migrant from
north cheefly to the western shores of
Ceylon, but has also been recorded from the
Horton Plains (7,000 ft.) in the hills of the
Central Province. This large owl is a bird of
the open, of the marshes, patanas and swamps ;
it often hunts by day, usually perches on the
ground and behaves more like a Harrier than
a normal owl. Although it makes use of several
different calls when on its northern breeding-
grounds, while 1t is in Ceylon it appears to be
quite silent ; T have never heard one utter a
sound.

The Ceylon
monfh'gfr.:;-\«Videl)-'

(Asio flammeus ﬂm.*mu’us_'_‘..

the

Frogmouth (Batrachostormus
distributed, in very small

Jonumbers, throughout the forest tracts to 6,000 ft.

but 1s so secretive and nocturnal

The cry

in the hills,
in its habits that it 1s seldom seen.
of this curious and elusive night-bird scill
temains somewhat uncertain. Wait writes that
A. L. Butler, who found the frogmouth fairly
plentiful around Medagama m Uva, describes
the cay as a mp:d
I think that this is most probably correct but,

¢ vs
co0rroe, c00rroQ, C00TTro0.
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the call sounds more like a
10 to 15 low, but rather rapid, ** Whoo, Whoo,
Whoo, Whoo "’ Reccnrln I have heard
this cry [requenr]y at mohr—somcumea in the
dusk, often in the still midnight hours and
occastonally as dawn has begun to creep up the
sky—near Tonacombe Bungalow (4,000 ft.)

to me,

notes.

series of

CRIES AND CALLS OF NIGHT-BIRDS
distributed, 1n suitable scrub-country, through-
out the D]} Zone but not so p]tntlh:l n ll’]t
Wet Zone ; in the hills, it ascends to approxi-
11‘;;—11‘(’]}-’ 3,000 ft. The call of this nighl'jar,
like the calls of other nightjars, is well known
and can commonly be heard, in the dusk, in
any suitable open country. Henry describes

Ceylon Frogmouth (male incubating on nest)

“ Who,

who, who,

in the Uva hills, but unfortunate}y I have nevet
been able to locate the author. However, I am
convinced that I am right in attributing the
cries to the frogmouth as, by a process of
elimination, that seems to be the only bird
whose cries 1t could be !

The Southern Common Indian Nightjar

(Caprimulgus asiaticus eidos).—Common and widely

H’}JOJ H-"?C’,,

are wz"' ?

admirably-—he writes :  ““ about dusk, it flies
to some bare patch of ground, such as the middle
of a road, or a bare branch, and commences to
utter its exrraordinary song * tuk, tuk, tuk, tuk,
tuk, tukrrk,” which sounds like the xulddm of
a stone ﬂung along

+ like the tapping

f‘rom a height of a

the ice of a frozen pond,
of a glass marble dropped
yard or so onto a cement
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~1fr/1un Cemmon Indian \w/r‘;u mmfn:rm: £09s

< Tuk-tuk-tuk--rrrk,

floor ; hence its popular names of ‘Ice Bird’
and ‘ Marble-dropper.” In the breeding season
it will keep up this song, monotonously re-
peated, for long penodb, especially at dusk
and again before dawn. It has also another
note r bﬂl’-b”[ é‘”i’ I’IEZ b” l’lfb i CECY,
of the sounds pmduced b\ blowing bubbles
through a tube into water.”” A very excellent
description of the calls made by this nightjar.

suggestive

The Ceylon Jungle or Long-tailed
Nightjar  (Caprimulous macrourus  aequabilis).—
Moderatel) plentllul throughout the  well-

wooded areas of the Dry and Wet Zones and
ascends the hills, in small numbers, to nearly
3,600 ft. Here again the cry of this ]uncr{c
nightjar 1s well known in the forest areas and
1 wnll again quote Hemy s description of 1

e Utnelzll]\, sits on a
bough w}n]e uttering 1ts
orogerop " which sounds as if the bird emitted
it with an effort. The lSOI‘Ig’
loud, coughing bark quoffrr . . . . quoffrr which it
will repeat at intervals [l][OLIghOll[ the night,
especially in moonlight.” Around the Maha-
oya and Tanamalwilla resthouses, these calls and
those of the common Indian nightjar can be
heard repeatedly as one sits on the verandah in
the evening.

low stum p b:-ll'c.

2 i
curious call * grop,

consists of
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L ]
hnother note

(T
Hr?" 5 r/ l}:u{ [’HJ' -
The Ceylon Highland Nightjar (Capri-
mulous —indicus  kelaarti).—Locally  distributed
throughout the hills to over 6,000 feet but

more common in the eastern or Uva aspects
where the drier climate and open patanas appear
to be more togits liking. Though not so well
known as the cries of the other two species of
nightjar, the call of the highland nightjar s
often a feature of quiet evenings in the Uva
hills. To quote Henry again ** about dusk,

flies up to a bmnch commanding boulder or

stcump and commences its weird song, which
reminds one of the exhaust note of a small
gas-engine “ehuk'm, chuk’m, chuk'm, chuk'm’

l‘t‘PE:arc“d for many minutes at a time dux'ing the
courting season. At close quarters,
has a curious resonant quality, the chuk being
superimposed, as 1t were, upon a throbbing
drone represented by the M; it carries for a
distance. The courting male has also
which sounds like * hoo hoo hoo
hooter This is uttered 1n
the wings held high and steady and the tail
widely expanded and centred to one side or
the other, exposing the white tips of the four
outer feathers.”

this song

oreat

hooter.’ fl lcrhr with

This concludes the cries of the true °
birds,”” but, as

' Nighr-

some of the cuckoos call so

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



THE CRIES AND! CALLS OF

pusmuntl} during the night, especially when
the moon is bright, it will not be out of place
to record the more commonly heard calls.

The Indian Cuckoo "Cum[ns :mrroprfrm
?TI?L'?'OP&?”) ] —Rt‘:\ldeﬂt ]n I‘HUC{t"lal'C ]1Ll]]1[‘{,15‘ 11
the well forested areas of the Dry Zone, to the
north-east, east and south of the central hill
cluster. Fairly plentiful in the Maha Oya
and other districts of the Eastern Province.
This is the famous ** Caprain Philpots " bird
but to Henry the cry sounds more like ™ Whee-

NIGHT BIRDS

elusive cuckoo calling from the top of a tall
tree by the resthouse, throughout much of the
night. .

The Ceylon Hawk Cuckoo (Cuculus varius
ciceliae).—Moderately plentiful, locally, in the
hills above 2,000 ft., especially in the well-
wooded areas of I)lmbula Dickoya, Dolosbage,
Hewaheta and parts of Uva. This cuckoo’s
irritating and persistent calls have earned for
him the popular name of * Brain-fever bird.”
To many people they cause great annoyance, so

Ceylon Long-tailed Nightjar (resting on ground)
““ Grog-grop-grogorog, quaffr, quaffr.”

whee-h "yar-ho ”’ while I would interpret it, on
some occasions, as - Doctor Chissell,”” *° Doctor
Chissell.””  Especially during March and April
the cry is so loud and persistent as often %o
become annoying. At Padaweya tank, to the
north of Trincomalee, one haunted our camp
during the last week in March, calling loudly
and most persistently, not only for hours every
morning and evening but intermittently through-
out the whole of the moonlight nights. At

Maha Oya, also, I have been kept awakL by this

the bird is shot whenever opportunity occurs.
The offending cry is an oft repeated
trroo-yer,”” having a distinct roll in the second
-,}I]']h]e and a rising inflection as each cry is
repeated, until one feels that the cuckoo must
surely burst itself ; it also has a longer call,
consisting of 511101{‘ notes mounting lerbumlv up
the scale, sometimes gommg down it again for
a short way :md telmmarm-‘.ﬁ with several repeti-

£
foo-

tions of the ** too-trroo- w note. Sometimes
the female answers with a strident,  trilling
237
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scream ‘* trreer-treeer-trerer.”” Although  these
calls are much more frequently heard in the
late evening and early morning, they may be
repeated at any odd hour throughout the night,
especially by moonlight, and as they are very
loud and penetrating, in the stillness of the night
watches, the sleeper wakes and heaps tmpreca-
tions on the cuckoos.

The Koel (Eudynamis scolopacea scolopacea).—
Abundant in and around Colombo and in many
areas of the lowlands ; it is increasing its range
into the lower hills, following the black crow,
in whose nests it delights to lay its eggs. This
unpleasant bird, as so many Colombo residents
know only too well, has a loud, high-pitched,
aggravating cry °* Ku-il, Ku-il " which to many
a sick or ailing person sounds like * You're
ill, You're ill,”" increasing in tempo and noise,
as it is delivered. During the hot weather, the
mating season for the koels, the cry 1s parti-
cularly irritating especially when, owing to the
heat, sleep 1is light and fleeting.

Some of the other cuckoos may also call,
occastonally, during the hours of darkness, but
the Indian cuckoo, Ceylon hawk cuckoo and
the koel are the worst and most frequent
offenders.

These then are the night-birds of Ceylon ;
I have endeavoured to describe their calls and
cries, in the hope that their presence may be
recognised 1n the areas where they exist—but
there are many other cries that disturb or thrill
the wakeful camper in the wilder places of the
Island ; these vary from the strident stridulation
of the crickets and the croaking of the frogs
to the ““sawing " of the leopard, the belling
of the sambhur and the trumpeting of the
elephant.  Only experience will permit one to
classify and determine these sounds. Go to the
jungle and learn—there is no more rewarding

]'101‘1'—day to be had.

Ar)'mowledgmcms

While writing this article, T have made fre-
quent reference to the following books on
Ceylon and Indian birds ; Legge’s “ Birds of
Ceylon,” Wait's ““ Birds of Ceylon ™ ; Stuart-
Baker’'s ‘‘ Fauna of British Indian—Birds ™ ;
Salim Ali’s ‘‘ Birds of Travancore and Co-
chin” and Henry's “ Birds of Ceylon.” The
last, written byean author who has an excellent
ear for bird calls and songs, has proved a parti-
cularly valuable source of confirmation of my
own observations.

Ribbled Rhymes of the Rollicking Ruk*

No1soME NOISES OF THE NAUGHTY
NIGHT-BIRDS

HE shades of night were falling fast
As through a jungle village passed

A man—a youtb who noted all
The hoots and toots that birds do call.
Quark, quark, the squat Night-Heron croaks
I’ve got my eye on you two blokes.
Wheech, wheech, screeched the White Barn-owl
As falling dusk drew down its cowl.
Huhu Koo, the Brown Wood-owl shouts
And hoots again, to quell our doubts.
Qomp-000-00, calls the big Brown Fish
And leaves, ghostly, without a swish.
Tuk-tok-toorroo, tuk-tuk-toorroo.

2338

The lonely Little Scops doth croo !
Whok, whok, the Collared Scops doth mock

Just when you've torn your dinner frock.

Koaw Koaw Koaw Koaw Kw-whap Kw-whap
Wakes the Jungle Owlet from ber nap.

Kraw, Kraw, cries the Chestnut-backed
Hooting softly, with so much tact.

Anrlfafnf{y, a d::f’p Koo-ook, Koo-ook

Buts the Brown Hawk-owl in the book.

Who, who, who, who, who, who, are we ?
We are the Fropmouths, can’t you see ?
Tuk-tuk-tuk-rrk, that's the *“ Ice bird "’

Or ““ Marble-dropper,”’ a nice-bird.
Grog-grog-grogerog—Quaftr-quattr

Says the good old jungle Gaffer.

Ob, chuk-m-chuk’m-chuk’m, do

* «Ruk’ Hindustani—Jungle.
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The Highland Nightjar calls to you.

Screams, gurgles, groans and hell galore

Devil Birds curdled my blue gore !

“You're ill,” ““ you're ill,” the Koel blares
“ I know I'm ill,”" the young man swears.
Doctor Chissell, Doctor Chissell

The Indian Cuckoo starts to whistle

** Brain-fever,” without a doubt

The Hawk Cuckoo’s got another bout.

And so, with that one final clout

We say ** good bye "—we’re played right out !

The Snipe’s Love Flight

Now, flying over fells in evening light,

The curlew's pipe

Sounds thrilling, call on call : also, the snipe
Above bis nested mate, exultantly,

Wheels in love’s sunset-flight—

BIRD TALLIES

Wheels in wide looping circles through the blue
Clear sky a-wing,

Soaring and dipping and recovering,

With tail-plumes drumming, as be earthward dives,
Only to soar anew,

As if the rapture of his beart, unspent,
Fired him to fare

Circling for ever through the olittering air
For her delight, who watches from the nest
Safe-hidden in deep bent :

And, only when the last reluctant light
Fades from the sky,

Does he close his swift wings, and, silently,
Run through the grass to where his eager mate
Awaits him in the night.

WILERID GIBSON

Bird Tallies—A Big Day

SOMETIME ago I read an article by an
eminent British ornithologist, Mr. James
Fisher, on the subject of bird tallies—the habit
many bird-watchers have of keeping records
of the different species they see, for example,
during a walk or drive, or in a day or month
or year. He said that some high-brows are
rather contemptuous of the practice and queru-
lously ask ** What pood does it do? " but that
nevertheless he himself enjoyed keeping such
lists and that in America, where they are less
inhibited, the practice was becoming increasingly
popular.

Well, T do it myself. Whenever my wifg
and 1 are driving anywhere we take a note-
book and jot down all the different species
we see on theroad. Talso keep daily and monthly
lists of all the species I see, lists for each
place T go to and for each country, and now
I am starting a world list. I like to know how
many different species of birds I have seen in
their natural state. I think Mr. James Fisher

By Lieut.-Colonel D. B. C. ROBERTSON

said in his article that he had seen more than
800 of the 8,000 odd species known in the
world. I can’t aspire to thar, yet, but T am
getting on.

Recently, when my wife and I were staying
with some friends in Uva, we decided to try
and see how many different species we could
see in one day. If you ask me what good it
did I simply don’t know. The object of the
exercise was not to do good, at least not to
anyone but ourselves. But we had a lot of fun,
and a great deal of pleasure from a day in the
country and from all the wonderful variety of
birds we saw and watched—for in many cases
we didn’t just score them but observed them,
often for a considerable time, with great satis-
faction. And if it did no good it can be said
with certainty that it did no harm to anyone or
anything—unless it be to our hostess’s toe !
And very likely such an expedition may do
good in the ornithological sense that it may
possibly add something to the general store of
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our knowledge of birds. For example, on a
similar expedition a week or two earlier we

saw a Blue-eared Kingfisher, described in
W. W. A. Phillips’s Ched\l]a[ as " a vety
scarce resident,” and which had, I believe,

only been recorded once in the last fifty years.
And Mr. Phillips himself, whose knowledge
of birds is, T suppose, as great or greater than
anyone else’s in Ceylon, told me that when he
goes, for example, to the Hambantota area he
almost always sees something new or of more
than passing interest. But whether it does
any good or not such a day is tremendous fun,
and this is the story of our Big Day.

These are the broad facts. The date was
the gth March, before, I suppose, any of the
winter visitors had left. The party consisted
of four, Colonel and Mrs. Rick Wall, my wife
and myself, travelling in one car. We started
at 6 a.m. and got back just after 7 p.m. We
covered 135 miles. The route was from Veryan
bungalow on Poonagalla Estate, at 4,600 feet
on the eastern escarpment of the Uva hills,
down r.hrough Poonagalla Estate to Koslanda ;
thence via the Diyaluma Falls to Wellawaya,
the Hambantota road to Wirawila and on to
Tissamaharama, recurning by the same route to
the starting point.

We made a rules  for
species, or sub-species, to be
to be actually

ourselves. A
recorded had
not merely heard,
however certain identification  was from
the sound. Except in the case of familiar
birds it had to be seen by at least two of the
party, although for our own enjoyment we
tried as far as possible to let everyone see every
bird. Tt could be recorded without speuﬁc
identification if the family was certain, for
example, a parakeet, and the species obviously
differed from any other recorded.

We saw in the day 93 different species, which
was just under a quarter of all those on the Ceylon
list (which includes, of course, all rare vagrants
and occasional visitors), and 43 of the T
families in the list were represented. This is
pretty good for one day, and is an indication of

few

seen,
the
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the abaundance of Ceylon's bird life. Even
so we did not see quite a few that we might
well have done, and had, in fact, seen on the
same route before. But this will always be
the case, and is balanced by those one is lucky
0O see on 'l]'l} one L-I[l‘} ’ll'lL-l Ihlght W E'I[ not see
in the same area another day. We were a lictle
disappointed that we didn't make a century,
not that, aesthetically, ninety three 1s very
different to a hundred but, as at cricket, a
hundred 1s something more of an achievement.
This, of course, will
groan again !

1s where the highbrow
I think we mighr have made
the century eastly if any of us had been more
know chocablt about waders and had been able
to :denll[\ them readily, but unfortunately
none of us had much expuunce of them and
['m pretty sure we missed quite a few species
at Wirawila, paltuul.u ly the smaller ones like
andp:peﬁ and plovers. There was a great
variety there, but we only recorded those we
were quite certain about.

Some families were well represented. We
saw all four Baerbets, all three Bee-eaters and
four of the seven Kingfishers—but did not see
the rare Blue-eared Kingfisher mentioned earlier
which we had seen at Wirawila Tank a fort-
night before. On the other hand, it was a dis-
appointingly bad day for Woodpeckers, which
always de[ighr the eye. We On}y saw  one
species and that one of the less common ones,
the Rufous Woodpecker. didn’t even see
the Scaly-bellied Green (someone 1‘3311}' ought
to change that name), although a pair live in
and around the gcudm at Veryan and are seen
or heard almost daily. We only got three
Warblers, though we Lmdoubtcdh heard others
and might LEIEE‘[II]]V have got the Ashy Wren-
warbler and ]uncr Wren-warbler, both of
which are plenmcul in the tea on Poonagalla
Estate. And we failed to score either a Loten’s
Sun-bird or Ceylon (Hill) White-eye, both of
which live in the garden. This shows how
honest we were ! Neither did we see a Common
lora. Against this, however, we were lucky
to see two Spoonbills, a Thick-billed Flower-
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pecker and a lot of Southern Grackles, all of
which were new to all four of us, and a galaxy
of Coppersmiths.
So much for
detail follows :-
We were called
a full one—at ;5

the statistics. The story in
5 a.m., had breakfast—
.30 and aimed to let in the
clutch at 6.15. On a previous occasion, when
the total bag was 82, we had started too early,
at twenty to six, in the dark, and had dropped
1,500 feet before it was light enough to identify
anything except a tiny baby hare which scam-
pered down the road in the headlights and
became so bewildered that we had to stop
and shepherd it off into the tea. This was a
mistake—the early start I mean. Nothiné was
moving when we left the bungalow, and in the
next rm]e or so all we could see were a few
dim forms flying across the road like bullets.
We scored these as “ oily boids,” but felt
hardly justified in including them in our tally
for the day as we were unable to find them in
the Check list. Nevertheless, from what one
hears of the size of some of ghe worms caught
from time to time the species 1s not unknown
in Ceylon !

By postponing the start till 6.15 we hoped
to have a quarter of an hour or so of daylight
to see what was about in the garden. The idea
of bacon and eggs at 5.30 a.m., by artificial
light, normally revolts me but on this occasion
I personally ate a hearty breakfast and enjoyed
it. I think this must have been due to the
appetising way in which it was prepared and
served. Incidentally I imagine that those ser-
vants must have been jolly glad to see the last
of us as visttors, for this was by no means the
only occasion while we were there when they
were required to produce breakfast at, or bef8re,
the crack of dawn. Once even they brought
early tea at 4.30 and breakfast at 5.00, even
before the lights came on. But on each occa-
sion it was served complete, with the normal
ceremony, just as if it were at the usual hour
of 8.30.

After breakfast we had a quick look round

BIRD TALLIES

the garden and totted up fifteen species in as
many minutes. [ went specially to the bottom
corner of the vegetable garden where a Pitta
had been residing for the whole winter, as
I hardly expected to see one during the day.
There he was, almost dead on 6 o 'clock, in {-ur
I almost stepped on him and he went hopping
off in front of me down the path between the
peas, carrying himself as erect as a guardsman.
The next score was a particularly good one.
A cock Pale Harrier appeared and htcrallv sat
down on the top of a thick cypress htdét.,
very close to where there was a Blackbird’s
1nest Wl[}‘l rtwo 11(,5{111'1&“1. HC was ql[].t._]\i)«
shooed off that but then slowly skimmed the
top of another similar hedge on which
a Spotted Dove's nest with
almost ready to be fledged (
been two eggs). It was a fine sight to watch
him at such close range. But he was not
popular with the rest of our party. I really
don’t know why. After all, Harriers have to
live and young birds are their natural prey—
probably equivalent to our bacon and eggs
and one might as well be sorry for the chickens
and the pigs. And I have no doubt that there
is some purpose in it, and who are we to inter-
fere with nature’s arrangement ?  But I'm
bound to admit that somehow one doesn’t like
to see it happening. I'm pretty sure however
he got those young Blackbirds in the end, for
when I checked up the next day the nest was
empty, and they had only been hatched a week
before, on the 3rd March, and could hardly
therefore have been fledged. [ncidentally the
nest was built not in a fork, as is usual, but
laid on a flat sprig on the top of the I]Ldgt‘
about twelve feet from the ground, and onlv
qlldwr]) concealed from above b} an ov uhancmb
sprig. I think the Harrier knew about it as
he had been there on several occasions before
and nearly always skimmed the top of the two
hedges. Once he came when the dove was
sitting and she sat tight until almost the last
minute and then slipped off down into the
hedge as he skimmed over.

was
one )’0 ungs rer

there had originally
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The wheels began to roll on the tick of 6.15.
Driving down the hill through the tea we put
up grey wagtails, Indian pipits, a brown shrike
or two and some spotted doves. Passing some
labourers’ lines we saw the inevitable house
sparrows and some Nilgiri house swallows.
We looked out for, but failed to see, white-
backed and spotted munias in the paddy fields
at the bottom of the estate. As we cleared
the tea and came into thin rubber with a fair
amount of undergrowth, at about 3,000 feet,
a flash of red went away down the road and
swerved oft down the hillside. We thought it
was a red-backed woodpecker and stopped
to see. As we peered down into the trees
below us we suddenly spied two rufous wood-
peckers busily preening themselves in a tree
and watched them for several minutes. Their
chestnut plumage was shown up clearly in the
early morning sunlight.

We had no fixed plan, apart from the general
idea of going to the tanks in the Hambantota
area. We proposed to stop here and there
on the way as the spirit moved or when we saw
or heard anything promising. Between Kos-
landa and the Diyaluma Falls is a stretch of
disused rubber, which is thin enough to let
in a lot sunlight and has plenty of undergrowth.
It seems to be a very popular place for birds
when the sun is on it. It ranges from about
2,500 to 1,500 feet. We stopped at one or
two places. Eastern swallows were busy, rest-
ing every now and then on the telegraph wires
at the roadside, and Edible-nest Swifts were
hawking above them. We saw several White-
bellied Drongoes, presumably the Pale race
(insularis), a Yellow-fronted Barbet, one or
two Blue-tailed Bee-eaters, some Little Mini-
vets, a Black-capped Bulbul, a Grey-headed
Flycatcher and a Franklin’s Wren-warbler.
The latter was shouting his head off from a
twig just below the road and giving an excel-
lent view of his distinctive grey breast band.
We stopped again just above the Falls, which
is often a very good place if one waits a bit,
but 1t produced very little that morning. T have
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seen there, amongst others, Velvet-fronted Blue

Nuthatches, Pied Cuckoo-Shrikes, a Yellow-
naped Woodpecker and a Golden-fronted
Chloropsis.

We were then going to push straight on to
the stretch of jungle a licele way above Wella-

waya, but as we came round a corner, at about
the 124-13 culvert, we came upon a huge
pipal tree overhanging the road opposite a caddy
and heard a tremendous squawking noise of
many birds up in the tree. We pulled up
quickly and got out and were rewarded with
an amazing sight. In the pipal tree, which
was in fruit, and on the nearby trees on the
hillside above it, were dozens of Grackles,
their golden yellow wattles and orange beaks
contrasting with their coal black plumage.
At a rough estimate there were at least a hundred,
but the thick foliage of the pipal tree prevented
anything like an accurate count. They were
making a terrific noise, something like Common
Mynahs, to which they are glosely related.
As far as we could see they were all the Southern
(Common) Grackle, with wattles on the sides
of the ]wad as well as at the back. We couldn’t
spot one Ceylon Grackle amongst them,
although it 1s said that flocks are sometimes
mixed. One particular bird was different to
all the rest. His lower breast and belly were
pure white, as in a Magpie Robin, instead of
being all black like the rest. We all saw him
quite clearly for some minutes. In all other
respects he was like the others, with the same
wattles. It has since been suggested that it
was a semi-albino or freak, and that
variations may occur in any species, although
uncommon. In the same pipal tree, or close
by, we saw a fine Black-headed Oriole, one or
tWo Small Ceylon Barbets, distinguishable from
the Coppersmith by the absence of the crimson
bib and by the blue face, and a lot of Small
White-eyes ; also a few parakeets, which were
not visible wll they flew screaming out of
the top of the ITE‘L and then mu]d not be
specifically identified. In a tree higher up
the hillside, above the Grackles,

blth

were several
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green pigeon which we thought were the
Orange-breasted Green, but were not quite
certain as they were rather far away and some-
what hidden by the leaves.

The stretch of jungle above Wellawaya was
very unproductive that morning. A solitary
Forest Wagtail was seen on the roadside and
a brief stop produced only a Purple-rumped
Sun-bird. We were then down in the Low-
country and heading for the tanks. About
09.00 we stopped for our second breakfast,
on the roadside, of hard-boiled eggs, which by
that time went down very well. The Wella-
waya- -Hambanrota road i the early morning
Is quite a good place for birds. It runs p'ualiel
to and not far from the Kirindi Oya for much
of its way, 1s little frequented and has plenty
of scrub jungle on both sides, with patches of
thicker stuff. We were a bit late, however,
in getting down there and there was not so much
about as we had hoped. Before reaching the
tanks the only additions to our list were Spotted
Munias, a cock Plaintive Cuckoo, some Green
Barbets (rather evil-looking _birds T always
think), a pair of Purple Sunbirds, a fine Bronze-
winged Emerald Dove, which streaked away
as we put it up oft the roadside, and a White-
breasted Water-hen. Whenever we stopped
we heard flowerpeckers clicking in the trees
just above our heads but almp[y could not see
them. They were almost certainly the common
Tickell's species but, sticking to our rule,
we were not able to record them. We also
undoubtedly heard hornbills in the distance,
but didn’t see them. Previously I had seen
several of the huge Malabar Pied Hornbills
about there

About sixteen miles from Hambantota we
came to the first tank—1I don’t know its name®-
on the left (east) of the road. Here the water
laps the big spreading trees beside the road
and, near the shore, is thickly covered with
lotus leaves on which a considerable number of
the beautiful Pheasant-tailed Jacanas were fan-
tastically walking about. These, with their
black, gold and white plumage, enormous feet

BIRDD TALLIES

and peculiar shape, look as if they have come out
of a Chinese tapestry and are just not true.
Fishing from a log under the trees within a
yard or two of the roadside was a beautiful
little Common Kingfisher, and flitting in the
trees above him were a pair of Paradise Fly-
catchers, the ribbon-like tail of the cock floating
gracefully behind him. These flycatchers must,
I think, have been the Ceylon race (ceylonensis)
as the cock was chestnut, not white as 1s the
adult male of the migrant Indian race (paradisi),
and being with a hen was unlikely to have been
a juvenile of the Indian race, ‘of which the
immature males are also chestnut. These three
beautiful birds being seen all together—the
Jacanas on the 10tu5 leaves, the Paradise Fly-
catchers flitting in the trees and the little }\mg-
fisher perched on his log as in a Kashmir paint-
ing—were feast enough for any eyes, and would
in themselves have made the day worthwhile.
And as if this were not sufficient, to add colour
and variety were several Green Bee-eaters,
hawking from convenient vantage points, and
wading beneath them on their long pale yellow
legs two or three Red-wattled Lapwings (Did-
he-do-its), their red wattles standing out vividly
against the black and white head markings.
Also wading in the shallow water close by were
several Sandpipers (Snippets), flashing white as
they were flushed, and a much bigger and longer-
legged sandpiper with greenish legs—either
a Greenshank or Marsh Sandpiper, probably
the former—and half-a-dozen Pond Herons
Paddy birds) standing motionless and incon-
spicuous until rhey suddt‘.n[y took wing and
were miraculously changed from dirty brown
to pure white as if by magic. Some distance
away a number of Lesser Egrets were wading
about in the shallow water, dlstmaumhablc from
the Little Egret of mm[ar size by the black
feet and out of the breeding season by the
yellow bill, and a solitary Purple Heron.
Further out, perched on stakes and swimming
about, were several Indian Darters, a peculiar
bird most aptly named the Snake-bird, for
when swimming entirely submerged except for
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his long neck he looks exactly like a water
snake. lt}tldenrally the ﬂemblllt) of this neck
Is quite phenomem it appears to
almost tie itself in I\nors Much further away,
on the other side of the tank, were a lot of
larger stork-like birds, too distant to identify.

This otherwise perfect scene was unfor rumtel}
somewhat marred by a slight accident to our
hostess. In her haste to get a look at the king-
fisher she stumbled over a half-submerged log
and drove a sharp projection into her big
toe. Though fortunately not sertous it was
extremely painful, and although she made light
of 1t handlcappecl her consider ably for the rest
of the day.

Eventually we reluctantly dragged ourselves
away and pressed on a mile or so to the main
Wirawila Tank. The road runs through the
middle of it on a low embankment, w ith wide
expanses of water on both sides. There are
no lotus plants on this tank and so no Jacanas.
As a result of the long drought the water was
very low and there were large stretches of close-
cropped grass on which lwuﬂ'ﬂoes were grazing.
In the shallow water on one side of the road were
many Egrets, all four species being represented.
A Brahminy Kite was circling overhead and
two Pied Kingfishers were fishing, not from
vantage points as most other kingfishers do,
but rising to a considerable height, hovering
and then diving vertically into the water at
high speed, speumculml} disappearing momen-
[8211} and then reappearing, by no means always
with a catch. These birds are speckled black
and white and entirely lack the blue one asso-
ciates normally with kinghishers. They are
fascinating to watch.

On the other side of the road,
the grass which would normally be covered with
water, was a great concourse of birds of all
sizes. 1 walked out slowly and was able to
get quite close to the great mass of birds feed-
ing near the water’s dere [ identified Grey
Herons, Painted Storks, Open-bills, White
Ibis, Black-winged Stilts and two Spoonbiulls,
but T was bewildered by the myriad small

far out across
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waders, of which I was only able to pick out
the tiny brmr—p]ol ably the Little Stint—
and one or two Common Sandpipers. There
were also a number of Cormorants, though
nothing like as many as we had seen on this
tank a fortnight earlier, and more Darters.
A nondeaulpr cagle, which we took to be a
Grey-headed [Ibh]l}g Eagle, was sailing over-
head and ]JLIIOC]IL:]H coming to rest on the
grass amongst the buffaloes. And all the time
beating to and fro over the water were numerous
small terns, I think the Whiskered Tern.
There were no Pelicans. - At our previous Visit
there we had seen a fairly large flock of Grey,
or Spotted, Pelicans (the 011]} one on the Cey lon
list) fishing, in an obvious shoal, amongst
large numbers of Cormorants.

It was at this tank that we had seen the
rare Blue-eared Kingfisher and we looked for
it again but there was no sign. All four of us
had beer able to study 1t with: ot feld glasses
for quite an appreciable time at a range of
fifteen to twenty yards, with Henry's t.olomed
plate in front of us, and we had been able to
note definitely the complete absence of chest-
nut on the ear coverts which distinguishes
lf {:IOI_I] thL COI]]I]]OI} 1\111;8‘;11(‘1‘ Jnd 3150 [he
richer blue. For the record the date was the
20th February, 1956.

We could quite happily have spent several
hours on this tank but wanted also to wvisit
Tissa. Before leaving we were entertained by
the local Game Guard to a lurid account of
a recent murder case in the vicinity. He
Llcllfﬂ.(f'd o h'{\ dl“)LO\eIL}d l—ht LO]F‘HL in tht‘
tank. It had, of course, created tremendous
excitement in this Ollt—O['-—fht‘-W’a}'” place, which
had now hit the headlines, and the Game Guard
could ralk of norhm& else. Tmidcntall\, talk-
ing of Game Guards, we heard several shots
while we were there, and it was quite obvious
from the immediate reaction of the birds that
l‘]‘lﬁ‘.y 1(11L’W \’\'hﬂ.r [[ meant.

We turned off to the left shortly after leaving
Wirawila and a lictle further on saw two
lovely Chestnut-headed Bee-eaters perched on
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the telegraph wires. The richness of 1ts colours
to my mind makes this Bee-eater quite the
most beautiful of the three species of the family
on the Ccylon list. We found the tank at
Tissamaharama surprisingly empty as we drove
along the bund towards the Resthouse and we
saw only a small flock of Whistling Teal on
the water. Passing the Resthouse we took a
narrow road to the lefr called, T tchink,
Spill Road, which brings one n a short distance
to the dam at the corner of the tank. A word
of warning to anyone going there. Just short
of the dam, where you must turn round, is
a huge pothole on the left of the road, invisible
to the driver. You can easily break a spring
there. We nearly did. But to compensate us,
at this spot we saw one of the most faaumrmg
515}1&, of the whole da}. In a low tree ]Llht
beside the pothole were a considerable number—

we counted twenty plm—of Crimson-bre aaud
Barbets (Coppersmiths). The rtree was thick
with mistletoe-like berries and had a racher
similar leaf. It was not loranthus but a com-
p]ete tree in itself, don't know 1ts
We watched delightful  Coppersmiths
just above our heads, many even at eye-level,
at a range of a yard or two. One could practi-
cally rouch them. They went on stuthng
themselves, quite unperturbed. None of us
had ever seen one at such close quarters before

Thev

the

name.
these

and here were a couple of dozen. y were
quite lovely, with their green backs, scarlet,
yellow and black heads, clear yellow chin,

scarlet bib, striped waistcoat and scarler legs.
There were obviously young amongst them as
although there was no apparent difterence in
size or plumage, some were having berries
stuffed into them. They had quite a technique
in competing with the fairly large berrie®.
First they softened them up by squeezing
them with their beaks several times. Then
they hammered them on a twig and finally
crunched them sufhciently to be swallowed.
Also in the same tree was a Thick-billed
Flowerpecker, nowhere very numerous, which
gave us an excellent and pm{onged view at close

BIRD TALLIES
and a Brown Flycatcher, and swim-
ming on the tank nearby was a flock of tiny
Dabchicks. When we could at last drag our-
selves away from the Coppersmiths we returned
to the Resthouse and went down in front to
have a look at the nearby island, which was
literally packed with birds. There were numer-
ous Cormorants and Darters, hanging them-
selves out to dry, and a lot of Herons wading
besides ﬁmny others we could not see
watching

L] uarters,

abour,
properly. As we stood on the shore
a huge Stork-billed Kingfisher was getting his
lunch from a large branch overhanging the
water and to the other side of us a Common
Kingfisher, minute by was doing
dmo They could not have had to exert them-

selves very

comparison,
hundreds of
water,

| arge

much as there were
fish to be clear shallow
although most of looked rather
for the little chap, but doubtless his sharp eye
could pick out the little "uns that we couldn’t
And this at last reminded us of our own
lunch. We had been so absorbed that we had
forgotten all about 1t and found that it was
now 3 o'clock. We set off to look for a suit-
able, and profitable. spot for our picnic. As
we drove back along the edge of the rank there
were cattle grazing in the fields on our left,
and Ntandmo bemde each one of them, as if
on duty, was an egret, most of them the Lesser

r Litele. It 1taI]} looked qmtc absurd. We
tumed off down a side road along the opposite
side of the tank to the Resthouse, hoping to
find a place near the lillies where we might see
some Purple Coots, which we were told were
there, but had not gone far when we came to
a very dead buff, lying in the shallows close
to the road, which was fit to burst and which
put all thoughts of lunch, temporarily at least,
out of our minds! As we held our noses
Rick Wall stepped on the gas looking for a
place to turn and escape. We didn’t see any
Purp]c Coots but 1t was not tntnth' abortive
as we came upon a White-necked Stork to add
to the list. It was four o'clock before we found
a suitable place, just oft the Hambanrota road.

seen 1n the
them

SEE.
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As we turned off the main road Rick and I
both saw two very grey looking shrikes on a
bush beside the road. They seemed to both
of us to be definitely grey and decidedly bigger
than the Brown Shrike. They were un-
doubtedly shrikes. The only thing in the book
which rea”y seemed to fit 1s the Indian Great
Grey Shrike. It 1s extr emely 1mpmbal‘-h how-
ever, that it was that as there is one sight
record only of this bird in Ceylon. They
must therefore have been either Philippine
Shrikes or, judging by their size, the Large
Cuckoo Shrike.

By the time we'd finished lunch 1t had begun
to cloud over and we were undecided whether
to push on hard mnto the foothills or to see the
daylight out in the Low-country. In the end
we compromised, but there seemed to be very
few birds about then. Stopping to look at

bounded across the road in front of the car.
We stopped and I gor out to try and see 1t
again. 1 did not, but what I I did see, much
to my surprise, hopping along n the roadside
thicket Pitta. So 1 nud not, after all,
have bothered in the vegetable garden the
early morning !

By the time we reached the foothills dusk
was beginning to fall, rather earlier, owing to
the clouds, than 1t should have done, and every-
thing seemed to have gone to roost. We acuel}
hc;ppcl we might see an owl on the way home
or at least put up a mohr]al off the road, as
we occamonaﬂ) did going home at nig he, but
neither obliged. We got home shortly after
seven, and so, with a much appreciated whiskey-
and-soda—or two—and hot baths, ended a
memorable day for all of us, with a record

number of

= was a

species  seen by any of us in

an old dagoba close to the road we saw a fine one day. It was, of course, a stunt but what a
Green Imperial Pigeon and several Pompadour wonderful one ! And not, I think, un-
Green Pigeons. A litele later a barking deer proﬁtable.
Here 1s the full list. In arrangement and nomenclature I have followed W. W. A.
Phillips’s 1952 Revised Check list : @
Family Species or Sub-Species Family Species or Sub-Species
Grebes Lictle Grebe Rails e .. White-breasted Waterhen
Pelicamns Grey Pelican Jacanas Pheasant-tailed Jacana
ottt Indian Shag Plovers = .. Ceylon Red-wattled Lapwing
Pigmy Cormorant Curlews, Sandpipers,  Greenshank, or Marsh Sand-
; Snipe, etc. per
Darters Indian Darter P ; P pe

Herons, Egrets and
Bitterns

Eastern Common Heron

Eastern Purple Heron

Pond Heron

Cattle Egret

Large Egret

Lesser Egret

Little Egret

Painted Stork

White-necked Stork

Open ~hill

Whitt‘ I_bis

Spoonbill

\Vhis[ling Teal

Brahminy Kite

An eagle, ? Ceylon Grey-headed
Pale Harrier—Fishing

Storks

Ibises and Spoonbulls. .

Ducks
Hawks and Eagles
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Wood Sandpiper

Common Sandpiper

Little Stint

Ceylon Black-winged Stilt

Whiskered Tern

Pompadour Green Pigeon

A pigeon,?
Green

Avocets and Stilts
Gulls and Terns
Pigeons and Daoves

Orange-breasted

Green Impuml Pigeon
Bronze-winge d Emerald Dove
Ceylon Hpotrtd Dove

Parakeets and Lori- .

A Parakeet i_’f\Pt‘CiL‘f\ T.lnk'[n‘l'll'iﬁt‘d
keets

Ceylon Lortkeet
Cuckoos and Mal-
kohas

. Plaintive Cuckoo
Koel

Common Coucal
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Fami :’_\_ﬁ
Swifts
Tree-Swifts . .

Kingfishers

Bee-eaters

Barbers

Wood peckers

Pirtas

Swallows

Wagtails and Pipits

Cuckoo-shrikes and
Mintvets ..
Shrikes

Bulbuls

Species or .S‘n.’!—b“r:rr:}'.\'

. Indian Edible-nest Swift

. Indian Crested Tree-swift

Pied Kingfisher
Common Ceylon Kingfisher
Stork-billed I\lrl;jllﬁl‘lll
White-breasted Kingfisher

. Chestnut-headed Bee-eater

B]LIL‘— l'ai ] L'.C! Bee-eater
Green Bee-eater

. Green Barbet

Yellow-fronted Barbet

Crimson-breasted Barbet (Copper-
smith)

Small Ceylon Barbet

Rufous Woodpecker

. Indian Pitta

. Bastern Swallow

Nilgiri House Swallow
Ceylon Swallow

. Indian Pipit

Forest Wagtail
Grey-headed W;lgtaif
Eastern Grey Wagtail

. Common Cey®on Wood-shrike
Ceylon Little Minivet
. Brown Shrike

A grey shrike,
Shrike or Indian Grey Shrike

. Black-capped Bulbul

Red-vented Bulbul

> Large Cuckoo-

Fami f_\?

Robins, Chats and
Thrushes

Babblers

Warblers

Flycatchers . .

Tits

Flowcr—Pt.‘ckcrs
Sun-birds

White—t‘.}'cs

Weaver-birds, Munias

and Sparrows
Starlings and Mynahs

Drongoes
Orioles

Magpies and Crows

THE DEAD BIRD

This is something new in my Ir'fz.
1 have seen birds in trees—or up in skies

In flight—pigeons, quail

Friendly with byacinth in

grass .

But you : soft, milk-winged,

Snapped body, blood on beak

ponds, friendly with

BIRD TALLIES

.‘-".r_m';'f‘_\' or _S'rrf:—f{}:f'rh'.s'

; Cm?}'fun Black-backed Robin

Southern Magpie Robin
CL’}'IOH Blackbird

. Common Ccylon Sciumitar Babbler

Ct‘}'fon White-throated Babbler
Common (Tcyion Babbler

. Ceylon Tailor-bird

Franklin's Wren-warbler
Bi}‘rh'b Reed Warbler

. Brown F|ycatchc r

Ceylon Grey-headed Flycatcher
Ceylon Paradise Flycatcher
White-browed Fantail Fl}rcatchmﬁ

A CC}’IOD Grey Tir
. Ceylon Thick-billed Flower-

PthkCl'

. Purple Sun-bird

Purple-rumped Sun-bird

. Ceylon Small White-eyes

Spotted Munia

. Ceylon House Sparrow

Common Ceylon Mynah
Common | SOLItht rn) Grackle

. Pale White-bellied Drongo
. Ceylon Black-headed Oriole

. Jungle (Black) Crow

(Drops of blood like flowers, half an ounce of blood,
A baby in a blood-red shawl

Asleep)—my heart goes out to you.

My heart is your mother on the ground next to you.

JIBANANANDA Das.

(Translated from the Bengali by Shyamasree Devi

and P. I_ﬂl).
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Ducks Unlimited

EW non-hunters seem to realize that the

survival of game in many parts of the world
depends primari]y on sportsmen ; yet It 1s
certainly logical to surmise that
derive their greatest pleasure and relaxation
from shooting should be those who make the
greatest effort to ascertain that their s
tinues.

Y]]USL‘ \-\"110

sport con-
Certainly many who do not shoot have
contributed greatly to the preservation of wild
life but, in most countries where protection
exists today, the generosity and interest of the
hunters have exerted the major pressure to save
the game.

Take Ducks in America. Fifty years ago
countless millions of wild fowl filled the skies
as they winged across the United States to and
from their bteedmg grounds in Canada. ** There
will always be ducks,” said the hunters and the
ornithologists. Then mddcnly in the twenties,
the migrations fell off alarmingly. The Wild
Life Service estimated that not more than
30 million ducks were left, out of an estimated
normal of 200 million.
waterfowl that used to wave across the skies
had shrunk to rattered ribbons. Something
had to be done and done quickly.

The sportsmen met the challenge. A small
group, headed by ]oqeph P. Knapp, formed the

“ More Game Birds in America Foundation ™
and hired 2,000 biologists and observers to
conduct an international duck The
result of this survey revealed that the trouble
lay not in over shooting but in the breeding
grounds. Draining of the Canadian marshes,
to plant wheat to meet the needs of a hungry
world during two world wars, was having 1ts
baleful affect on the wild fowl population.

census.

The survey estimated that 70 per cent. of

the prospective North American duck popula-
tion died on these far northern breeding grounds,
and that nearly go per cent. of all the ducks
that flew over the United States bred
in these same marshes. Only 23 million acres
of land in America was considered good breed-

were
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The great banners of

By PHILIP K. CROWE

or ducks while
In the vast wet

ing territory 1 Canada had 640
million acres. lands of Alberta,
Manitoba and Saskatchewan lay the Continent's
“ duck factory.” The answer obviously was 1n
Canada but, in 1937, there
which U.S. government funds could be spent
in another country to improve waterfowl breed-
ing grounds ; the ]nb had to be done pn\anl\
At the foundation meeting set up n W ash-

was no W'H\’ 11

ington, the matter of a [Irh for the mmm/a—
tion was l\muaht up and " Ducks Ltd was
suggested. “ Limited, hell.”” said one out-
spoken member “ what we want 1s ducks un-
limited.” And ten days after 1ncorporation,
“ Ducks Unlimited,”” financed Dby American
and Canadian sportsmen, started 1ts first big

project—the restoration of 50,000 acres in Big
Grass Marsh in Manitoba. There was no time
in those days for permanent dams ;
the earth was puahed with bulldozers, holes
were blasted in ghe prairie to hold water. With-
out water the ducks died. Everyone helped.
The Canadian provincial governments turned
over 6o million acres of poor wheat land ;
thousands of farmers promised co-operation.
One dour old Scotch wheat farmer said ** Dead

and his face

}JIOITLLI

ducklings ruin my hay’ then

softened and he added 1 sort of like the
]1\1110 things on my land.”
While the:,e first dams were being butle,

reports from the field showed that other causes
besides drought were down the flocks.
Crows and magpies dev oured 15 per cent. of the
cggs: fires destroyed another 12 per cent. : so
did Indians, skunks, coyotes, wolves, ‘aqulllt‘l\
and jackfish. In fact, chese great northern pike
were estimated to consume ewht million duck-
}m%s a year ! ‘ Ducks Unlimited " attacked
the enemies on all fronts. Wire nets kept out
the fish; a bounty was p laced on crows
nmgpie' :

LLI[’I’I]'I

£1‘.[1C[
and the Indians were persuaded to
give up eating duck eggs by giving them funds
to bu) orhcl food [lu\ liked better. Even
beaver were imported to build their water-
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dams Indians a Dbetter
from

impressi ve.

hulding

and gi\'c the
li\'ing

trapping. Today the record 1s
"Ducks Unlimited ' has estab-
lished 3,000 miles of shoreline nesting areas ;
buile 614 dams; banded 70,000 ducks and
geese ; planted thousands of aquatic plants ;
and maintains 600,000 acres of water on the
prairie provinces of Canada.

All this has cost money-—more than £5,000,000
to date it has all come from duck hunt-
ers. Have the results justified this expenditure 2
By 1047, ten years after ** Ducks Unlimited ™
started functioning, the duck population had
risen to 160 million and in

every year, but
an 1increase has been no[td This
year 's census will probably show that the tortal
is again '1pp10aghmg the norm of 200 million
ducks which the scientists think is about the
righr number for the continent to carry.

The interesting fact about this recovery
America’s duck population is that it has taken
place in spite of a greatly increased number of
hunters.  Moreover, more than two million duck
licenses are 1ssued )Lall\’ n the United States,
a four-fold increase since ]L)g_]. and if these
license-holders and the generations after them
are to find sport in the skies more money must
be raised to open up new bteedmg LLOLIHCIH n
the north country. It is a challenge that Ducks
Unlimited, financed by the sportsmen of
America, 1s wi_lling to face.

one since,

In Ceylon we also face a crisis in the
Island’s  wild life. According to  Major
W. W, A. Phil[ip:‘-, one of the Island’s leading
authorities, the last half has seen
great changes in the status and distribution of
the Island’s unique wild life ; notable
forms are already extinct, or verging on &-
tinction, been sadly depleted
in numbers and restricted in range. He pre-
dicts that the next half century will’undoubrt‘d]}'
see the extinction of many valuable species.

Not all of these species can be saved but a
concerted effort by the sportsmen of Ceylon
could go a long the govern-

centu I‘}'
s0me

E'lﬂd others I"Iﬂ\-"t?

way towards aiding

DUCKS UNLIMITED

birds

with

and
his

ment to preserve many of those
antmals which provide the hunter
lmppicsr hours. An organization dedicated to
protecting the Island’s wild life a Iready exists—
The Ceylon Wild Life Protection bOk]tt\’"—-
but it lacks funds and the whole-hearted sup-
port of the sportsmen. Some people seem to
think, in fact, that the Socier}' (s Opposed to
legitimate sport. This 1s not the No
knows better than the members of the
Society that the animals shot under license,
in the government reserves, constitute but a
minute fraction of the numbers killed i]]ega“}f.
So far, however, the Society has made no real
effort to attract and organize the Island’s
sportsmen.

Even for many of Ce}.’lon's rigidl}f pl‘ot‘.t‘.cted
fauna the end seems near. The most dramatic
and tragic ex :melt of ZLPPIOJLIHH extincrion
s p:ondcd by the Ceylon Elcphanr At the
beginning of this century, estimated
that at least 2,000 of these great beasts roamed
the Island’s jungles. Then, the herds migrated
into the hills during the dry season and ele-
phant p‘aths could be seen along the ridges of
the mountains. There was even a small resident
herd in the Horton Plains area. Today,
perts say there are less than half this number
lefc and they declare that, since the rate of
depletion by killing and capturing is about
twice the normal rate of increase, the WIIting
is on the wall for Ceylon’s noblest
unless draconian steps are
to save it.

Two forms of
virtually  extinct.

case.
one

IE was

EX-

antmal
taken immediatel}'

our wild life are already
The Ceylon Hog-Deer,
which used to be plentiful in the Galle area,
has vanished. of population to open
new lands to cultivation has driven this interest-
ing litcle deer from the coastal area and, since

Pressure

it was apparently unable to survive in the
mland hill country, it has been killed out.
Another inoffensive mammal, the Dugong, has

become so rare in the shallow seas of [Iu Man-
nar area that for all pxmmal purposes it 15

also extinct, Major Plnlllpa thinks that, even
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LORIS, December, 1956

with strict protection, 1t 1s now
this unique species, from which the ancients
drew their tales of recover.
Several years ago I saw one swimming in a tank
of turtles and offered to purchase it in order
to set it free. The fishermen who had netted
it told me, however, that there would be no
use in this gesture as it would immediately be
Ca]uggish and trustful,

l“l‘lf_‘l'l“l]é'lldq can

"aus_,ht by someone else.
the dugong, seems doomed.

The Wild Buftalo, protected from shooting
by his resemblance to his tame brothers and
a perpetual closed season, 1s still found in good
numbers in the national pa:‘kﬁ but illcgal
capture, for domestic use, has all butr exter-
minated it in other areas. On a ﬁ\-'t—dny trip
down the Mahawelt Ganga, which  flows
through one of the Island’s few remaining
isolated jungle areas, I saw only a few tracks of
wild buftalo.

Spotted Deer and Sambhur reproduce rapidly;
they are still plentiful, therefore, in the national
parks and shooting reserves but outside of these
protected areas they are becoming increasingly
rare. | have made many motor trips around the
Island and have kept caretul notes of all wild
lite seen. Even on the long stretches where
the roads run through heavy jungle as on the
link between Putralam and Amu‘adhapura. and
Anuradhapura and Trincomalee. I saw piti-
fully few deer and all of these during the day.
nght shooting from cars has driven the sur-
viving game deep into the forests. Lights on
the road at night may mean death to them.

The deer are protected by law, however, and
ostensibly derive some benefit from the closed
season. No laws cover the Sloth Bear, Leopard,
Crocodile or Wild Pig.  Outside the
they can be shot the year round and this indis-
criminate slaughter goes on twelve months a
year. In the Wanni I saw a she-bear with two
cubs which a local ** sportsman’ had shot
from a blind over a water-hole. He said he
had no use for the skins, could not afford to
mount the heads, and had only shot the trio
for fun. On another occasion I saw the skin

reserves,

250

doubrcful if

of a leopard cub that would not cover a baby.
The hunter who had shot it tried to sell 1t to
me for a ‘ wophy.” Pig's flesh cannot be
touched by Moslems but Moorish poachers
trequently “shoot pig to sell the flesh.

The sale of the flesh and skins of all wild
life is prohibited by law but they can be bought
i almost any \1IhUL near a ]ungle area. The
crocodile, which pmiomu a useful purpose n
cleaning up dead animals 1n the tanks, 1s now
extinct outside the protected areas. Its belly
skin sells for a price thar makes the fine for
sef]ing it a minor hazard.

The primates have also suffered.
Langur, or wanderoo, and the red
have been greatly reduced in numbers.
some point 1n shooting the red monkey as
it 1s very destructive to <crops, but the big
langurs gain most of their sustenance from the
]ung]e and are shot for their flesh.

The birds have also suffered. The Peafowl,
Asia’s largest and most beautiful game bird,
15 umrmunusl} poadwed for 1ts ft"ithelb. flesh
and oil. The belief that the oil, emanating
from a peaf‘owl's lcgs, 1s a speciﬁc for a number
of diseases results in a constant illegal marker
for the unfortunate bird. [Legitimate hunters
kall onl}-' a few peaﬂ)wl for it 1s an e\'l‘l‘emt‘l}'
wary and keen eyed fowl ; it rakes a long, lucky
shot to bag one during the day. At nwhr
however, L'ht big birds roost in trees and it is
then that the poa;hus slaughter them as they
huddle, silhouetted against the sk)'. in the moon-
light.

The Painted Partridge, formerly p]cnnhll
the Uva hills, 1s now virtually extinct L\LE‘PI_
in the country around Nil-

The Grey
monke}-’
There 1s

for small numbers
gala.  Major Phullips believes that the extinc-
tion of this beautiful liccle pam'idoe IS Not so
much due to over-shooting, trapping and egg-
stealing as to the burning of the grass and patna

lands. The Grey P'lll'lldk“t has also decreased
alarmingly, and is now confined to the Mannar
area and a few 1slands off the coast there.

[ had some good partridge shooting on Iranitivu
but since then have heard that a party of market-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



hunters invaded the Island and shot virtually
every bird they could find. As the partridge
cannot leave the Island, the distance to the
mainland being too great for them to fly, it
would not be difficult to
them.

The Comb-duck and the Glossy Ibis have gone
completely from Ceylon. Occastonally, a strag-
gler trom India 1s identified but both of these
rare and mteresting birds have ceased to breed
in the Island’s tanks. In 1880 the famous
ornithologist, Legge, reported that comb-ducks
were fairly common in the north and east and
about the same period Layard noted that the
glossy ibis was seen in abundance in the north
of the Island. Despite laws protecting them,
Egrets, Herons and Storks are being persecuted
to a point where they too, may face extinction.
Unfonumtcl}. all these beautiful birds are
edible, as well as providing fine feathers for
the children.

Even Eagles and other large raptores, whose
flesh has no food value whatsoever, are shot
by 1rresponsible hunters. The Rufous-bellied
Hawk-Eagle i1s virtually extinct and the numbers
of Legge's Hawk-Eagle and the proud White-
bellied Sea-Eagle are decreasing yearly. The
Malabar Pied Hornbill, which looks like a bird
from the pre-ice age and takes off slower than
a heavy bomber, is now rare outside the reserves,
and the Ceylon broad-billed Roller can only
be found in a few remote localities.

exterminate

Blame for Ceylon’s vanishing wild life s,
of course, due to a number of factors, of which
the most important is probably the steady
increase in the Island’s popuhtion In 1900
only 31 million people lived in Ceylon. Todgy
there are nearly 9 million and b} 1930 1t s
predicted there will be 18 million. Ceylon’s
rate of 2.8 per cent., is the third
highest in the world and 1s exceeded only by

mncrease,

DUCKS UNLIMITED

Pressure for food, from
naturally

Venezuela and Panama.
this number of
results in opening up of more land to cultiva-
habitats

Increasing mouths,
tion with an inevitable effect on the
and ft‘cding—gn_mnds of the wild life.

The Wild Life Department 1s doing a heroic
job with an inadequate and underpaid staff.
The Ranger large reserve that 1 know
1s not even provided with a jeep; he 1s ex-
pected to patrol an area of several hundred
square miles on foot or hicyclc. The p()achcrs,
of course, bave cars. It is that
great numbers of the guns now in use on the
l:»l.md are illegally possessed and must be
assumed to Dbelong to these same poachers.
It has even been suggested that the Government
return those 1llwal “firearms which were con-
fiscated during the previous regime. The reason
oiven was that the people need these guns
" for protection in remote areas.”’
No one would quarrel with the right of the
villager to protect himself and his chena from
attack by wild animals, and with this in view
111,357 guns were issued n 1955,
certainly an adequate arsenal to cope with a
few hundred t‘]ephants and bears. During the
same period only 2,081 game licenses
purchased and the official kill of axis deer
was 80, sambhur 5, and peaﬂm’! 10
fraction of the number of protected animals
and birds destroyed either il]egally or ostensibly
in defense of crops. _ ‘

The net of all this is that unless there is
strong pulwlu support for stricter pmrutlon
mmh of the Island’s wild life will continue to
Now
is the time for all sportsmen to help stem this
tragic tide by banding together under the aegis
of the Wild Life Protection Society and embark-
mg on a p an of poarme action.

The ducks were saved in
wild life can be saved in Ce

of one

estimated

0%

licenses for

were

a minute

diminish and some will become extinct.

America and the
vlon.
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Swallows and Switts

HAVE been asked to draw an identtfication

chart to help identify the different species
of Swallows and Swifts that are to be found
n Cey[on

On the ac compan\,mor illustration, the arrows
hﬁ\-"e bﬁ‘t‘l‘l Pth In to .‘:ah(“-'\r’ thl, 1111111 Ll—l.ﬂ]alL['L.I—
istic markings which should assist the watcher
in determining the spectes.
1.—The Ceylon Alpine Swift or

Ceylon White-bellied Swift, Apus
bakeri.

This large swift s locally  distributed but
covers a very wide range in its daily flights.
[t breeds and roosts on precipices situated 1n
the central hills. When I lived at Pelmadulla
a flight of these swifts passed over the bungalow
every evening heading towards Adam’s Peak.
[ have also them pass over Balangoda
heading in the same direction. A colony was
resident on the precipitous face of the Raga]l
rock but I do not know if they are sull there.
In fine weather they fly high but can be dis-
tinguished by their long scimitar-shaped wings
and the white patch on their bellies. During
misty, rainy weather they descend to tree-top
level. They may occammall} be seen drppmcr
over lowland tanks taking their drinks. Tt i1s
very probable they spend the w hole day on the
wing from the time [ht} leave their roosts to
their recurn in the evenings as, owing to their
very weak legs they are unable to rise from the

the
melba

seen

ground and have to launch themselves into
the air from a height.
2. The Indian Spinetail Swift or the

Brown-throated Spinetail Swift, Cheatura
giganteus indicus.

It again 1s locally distributed. They can be
confused with former species  but their
wings are slightly broader and not so scimitar-
like in shape. The white on the rump and sides
1S not always easily discernible when the birds

the

are flying but the lack of the white belly of
the Alpine Swifts helps. These swifts may be
252

By C. E. NORRIS, F.Z.s

seen anywhere in the Island as their powers of
flight are vety great. I watched them
clnn]\mU from the dam at Kuttapitiya, Pelma-
dulla ; rhu xwoopcd down to the water at great
speed, took their sip and soared up again with
an audible swish. So far the nest has not been
recorded in Ceylon; but in South India it has
been located in large hollow trees, the eggs
being laid at the bottom of the cavity without
any nest being made. Theories have been put
forward as to the reason for the strange spiny
shafts on the tail fearheu». one being that the
tail assists the bird in ascending the cavity in
whlch its eggs have bet‘.n laid.

have

3.—The Common Ceylon Swift or the
Ceylon White-rumped Swift, Apus affinis
singhalensis.

The white rump distinguishes this swift

from all others found in Cey lon.
will be found in colonies which wheel round
bunsh when on the wing. They
nest in caves and under overhanging I_OLI(% n
colontes ; they will also enter dwelling houses
to breed. The Ratnapura Resthouse is famous
for its colony of swifts which nest on the
verandah. I had a pair which stole a Ceyion
Swallow’s nest on the verandah of the Kutta-
pitiya bungalow. I have frequently found them
nesting the rocky outcrops in
]lmcr]u of the low-country. The nest is rather
an untidy affair of feathers and grass glued
together with saliva.

4. The Ceylon Swallow,

b_}‘ pf’ﬁlf bra.

It is peculiar to Ceylon, and 1s hml} plentifully
distributed [hmucrhour the Island up to around
4,500 fe. It 1s a much heavier and slower
flying swallow than the migrant Eastern Swallow.
The reddish LII'ICltIPJl[‘\ and band on the rump
readily distinguish 1r. It under bridges
and culverts, under overhanging rocks and also
The nest neat
mn ‘~|mpc made entirely from mud

It gemmll\

1t a 1‘101%‘

8!1'!0!1%‘1{ tI'IL’

daurica

Hirundo

nests

will enter bunda]mw.
‘ bottle ’

1S a very
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SWALLOWS AND SWIEFTS

pellets and lined with feathers. The entrance 5.—The Nilgiri House Swallow, Hirundo

is through the neck of the * bottle.” Very tahitica domicola.
often the Common Ct‘}'lOH Swift will take over [s common in the hills above 2,000 feer but
these nests. may be met with at lower elevations. [ knew

2
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LORIS, December, 1956

one pair that was resident ac Opanatke (700 [t.)
and nested in an estate bungalow but such cases
are not frequent. This swallow is considerably
smaller than the Ceylon Swallow and lacks the
chestnut markings except on the forehead and
throat. It is a most confiding bird readily
using bungalows which to build its nest
which is a neat cup of mud lined with feathers.
The same nest is used for a considerable lenoth
of time. i

6.—The FEastern Swallow, Hirundo rustica
outturalis.
This swallow 1s a North-East Monsoon

migrant. It may be distinguished by its long-
forked rail and white underparts.  When this
swallow 1s in full plumage the back assumes
a lovely metallic gloss. They are very active
apendmo a great deal of their time on the wing
catching flies. At night they roost in colonies;
at times these colonies contain many thousand
birds. There is one such colony which uses
the telephone wires on the Badulla road and has
been uSing this stretch as a roost for a number
of years.

It is possible theIndian Cliff Swallow, Hirundo
ﬂuvifolm may be seen in Ceylon. It resembles
the Eastern Swallow somewhat but has buff-
white underparts heavily streaked on the chin :
the top of the head 1s dull chestnut. Syke’s
Striated  Swallow, Hirundo daurica erythropyoia,
has been recorded from Ceylon but must be
considered as a rare vagrant. It resembles the
Ceylon Swallow in size, shape and flight but
can be recognised by a chestnut collar on the
hind neck, nearly white underparts streaked
with brown. The rump is chestnut as in the
Ceylon Swallow.
7.—The Indian Edible-nest

brevirostris unicolor.

Is a common Swiftlet to be found through-
out Ceylon at all elevations. It is a uniform

Swift, Collocalia

254

mouse brown colour and is a little smaller than
the Common Ceylon Swift. It may be con-
fused with the Palm Swift which is a much
more slender bird, having narrower wings and
a longer, forked tail. The Palm “mlf will
only be found be]ow nppro‘(imarely 3,000 ft.

[ the Edible-nest Swift were once
famous bird’s nest

The nests of
exported ro China for the f

soup which was considered such a delicacy.
These nests are situated in dark caves, deep
culverts, and L‘ail\-va}--' tunnels. Thcy are shallow

cups, sometimes on their own but quite often
made in clusters, constructed from the bird’s
saliva and moss and cemented to the wall of
the cave or chosen site. The saliva dries into
a hard white 5]1i11y substance which becomes
discoloured with time. The birds use the nests
for 1005tmo in the off-bre In che
evenings caloiie ot thbL swiftlets can be seen
making their way back to their

followmo the same route every day.
The Indian Crested Tree-Swift, Hemiprocne longi-

pennis coronata (not illustrated).

Is a common_swift that i1s quite distincrive
and should not be confused with any of the
others. It will be found in open wooded coun-
try up to about 3,000 fr. The long tail, which
is generally carried in a long narrow point is
deeply forked but is only norru.abl{, when the
bird opens it m flight; this 1s one of the main
distinguishing features together with the Iong
narrow wings. The crest is only noticeable
when the bird is seen perching generally on a
bare branch. The call is distinctive, being a
loud whistle. The general colouring is a PJ]I%]"I
grey blue being lrghre_r on the underparts. The
nest 1s a tiny cup glued on to the top side of a
slender branch and composed of lichen and
tny pieces of bark. When the bird is sitting
on the nest 1t appears to be perch ing and a close
look 1s necessary to see the nest.

dll“ls_‘ S€asorn.

caves generally
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The Ceylon Large Cuckoo-Shrike

M. HENRY, in his excellent guide to

o the birds of Ceylon, mentions that the

Ceylon Large Cuckoo-Shrike is m[hcr scarce

and that its nest is seldom found, poeub]y
the followma tplxodt, may be of interest :

This mmll bungalow 1s situated at an eleva-
tion of about 1,000 feet in Madipola, Matale
North, on the borders of the dry zone. A pair
of these birds came here towards the end of
February this year and at the beginning of
March began building a nest on thc fork of
a horizontal branch of an old rubber tree 49
feet trom the ground in full view of and about
120 feet from the bungalow verandah. When
they first came their curious cry of “ Kureech,”
generqll) accompanied as it is by the alternate
raising of their unopened wings, seemed to
annoy other birds in the vicinity, but this
graduall) wore off. Both birds shared building
operations, but the female did most of the
work. The nest was completed about the 24th
March and four days later the female com-
menced sitting. Except when the male relieved
her from time to time, usually in the early
morning and late evening, she hardly ever left
the nest. On the 31st March, T sent my servant,
Piyadasa, up the tree in order to obtain parti-
culars of the nest and eggs. His description
of the former exactly agreed with that given
by Henry. There were two eggs in the nest,
one of which he carefully lowered to me. It
measured 30 X 21.5 mm. and was of a pale
bluish green with a dense ring of light brown
blotches at the large end and wich others
scattered fairly evenly over the rest of []“It
surface. It was carefully replaced in the nest,
and the bird, which had flown to a neighbouring
tree while this was taking place, 1mmcdmtd}
resumed sitting as Plyadam reached the ground.

About 300 yards from the tree in which the
nest was built is a paddy threshing floor, and,
as is their wont round here at hmvcg time,
the owners had been shouting at night to keep

By W. RAYMOND JACKS

“devils ' away. On the night of the 1st
April, a villager with an unusually loud and
penetrating voice went on duty and 1nci-
dcma]l) Lept me awake the greater part of
the night, so, I turned my binoculars
on lh(, nest at 6.00 the next n'u)mmg, [Shwas
not surprised to find the nest deserted and the
birds to be seen. I kept the nest
under observation for the next two hours as
I was interested to see if thr:y would return.
At a litcle after 8.00 I heard the familiar cry
distance away and shortly afterwards
birds and a dove landed almost simul-
taneously near the nest. The birds were very
excited and the male immediately drove the
dove away. While he was so engaged, I noticed
the female pecking at or round the nest and on
his return he pecked once or twice and then
a moment later I saw him fly away with the
nest, held by the rim in his powerful beak
and slightly tlted towards him. Unfortunately,
owing to intervening rocks I unable to
follow his flight, but I noted the direction in
which he was heading. The female looked
down at the spot on w hich the nest had rested
for about a minute and then flew over my head
to a tree on the opposite side of the garden to
be joi.ned almost immedfarely by the male,
but without the nest; they then flew out of
sight.

Pnadam climbed the rubber tree and reported
]1"-11‘:11) a vestige of the nest remained and there
was nothing to indicate the fate of the eggs.
A close mspection of the surrounding area below
the revealed nothing. An extensive
search over a wide area by myself, my servants
and a band of small children to whom a reward
for the nest or an egg fragment had been
offered produced no results.

when

now ] 1ere

some
both

was

ree

I scanned many

surrounding trees with my binoculars with
stmilar results. The birds were seen flying

around every da}r but t 1(:} gave no clue as to

the whereabouts of the nest. They were never
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observed going back to the tree where the nest
had been.

On the gth April the same birds commenced
building another nest on the horizontal branch
of a rubber tree where it forked. This tree i1s
38 yards from the tree they built
theu first nest. The new nest about
forty feet from the ground andartthe extremity
of the branch. On the same da’_\_-’ a half shell
of one of the two eggs in the first nest was
found at the base of the tree in which the new
nest was being built, bur there was no sign of
the nest it ]nd come from. On LO]"nP]tI'IOI'I of
the new nest two egos were laid and the female

in which
was

began sitting from the 18th. On the 12th
May two young birds were hatched. On

several occasions after the oth April a third

bird had been seen flying about with the male

cuckoo-shrike, on occasion bur 1t
was not possible to ascertain if tlw}' were young

birds.

The parent birds were

one WO,

observed feeding the
young birds in the nest, and up to the 20th
May all was pmuvdma nonm.il On the
-’,th May I returned after a few da;« absence
to find the parent birds H\mcr about as usual,
but the young birds and the nest gone. There is
no reason to think the young birds were not
well looked
after, and “the nest was not easy of access, .1]~.n
the parents did not appear to be troubled ¢
excited.

wuumsful[ reared as rhm' were

The question arises, do these birds remove
their nests after the young have been reared ?
The second like the first is not to be
found.

nest

Major Rogers—Architect of Uva

By CLIVE JAYATIIAKA & ROY

N a sequestered section of Badulla—removed

from the congestion and the dusty streets of

this town—rthere 1s a little church, Mark's,
Badulla, which will be celebrating the centenary
of 1ts consecration in 1957.

Within the church, almost facing each other,
are two memorial plaques.
and the other,
tollows :-

Orle & in Sinhalese
which is in Enolnh reads as

A.D. 1845
THis CHURCH WAS ERECTED
To THE HonoRr OF Gobp
IN MEMORY OF
THoMAS WiILLIAM ROGERS
MAJOR CEYLON RIFLE REGIMENT
ASSISTANT GOVERNMENT AGENT
AND DISTRICT JUDGE OF BADULLA
By ALL CLASSES OF HIS
FRIENDS AND ADMIRERS
HE waAS KILLED BY LIGHTNING
AT HAPOOTALLE—JUNE 7TH, 1845
AGED 41

IN THE MIDST OF LIFE WE ARE IN DEATH
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Yet another memorial
Church of St. Paul,
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him well, reads:—"'In

testimony of their
respect and regard for his integrity as a man,
his ability as a public servant, his gallantry
as a soldier and his amiable, social qualities as
a friend.” :

This tablet 1s annotated with a biblical
verse— Lo, these are the parts of His way,
but the thunder of His ways who can under-
stand ?’
wooden sculpture, depicting a tree being struck
down by forked lightning,

These are some of the ]nsting tributes to a
man who had unstintingly devoted the best
years of his life in the service of his Govern-
ment in Ceylon, before an untimely death
claimed him.

In the year 1824 a young lieutenant, barely
twenty, made his first acquaintance with the
[sland as he stepped ashore at Trincomalee.
He was Thomas William Rogers. Tall, quiet
and unassuming in demeanour, he had a per-
sonality, well-bred as he was, that could not
be ignored. He was soon transferred to Col-
ombo as Adjutant.

In 1825, however, he went Back England
and returned three years later as Capmm.
In that same year he became the Commandant
of the Military post
east of Passara—in the Uva district.

miles

Administrator and Road Builder

Six years later, in 1834, Rogers now turning
thirty, after a successful period of service at
Alupotha, transferred to Badulla, the
capital of the Province, and called upon to
shoulder the threefold responsibility of Assistant
Government Agent, District ]lege and Com-
mandant of the Mrlltal ¥y forces.

[n ten years, Rogers, now a Major, had ear ned
for himself the trust and esteem of the Govern-
ment he worked for, and in the next eleven
years he was destined by his untiring efforts
to win the confidence and the respect of the
people whom he so unselfishly served to the end.

Though still predominantly quiet and un-
assuming in nature, he was not prone to hesitate

was

Adorning this memorial 1s a piece of

MAJOR ROGERS—ARCHITECT OF

in making tmportant decisions or adopting
stern measures, when occasion demanded.

Hardly had he duties at Badulla
than he was called upon to quell a small rebellion
in his districe, led b}f a man named Chandra-
jothi, who had set himself up as king. Rogers
promptly proceeded to the scene of the uprising,
arrested Chandrajothi, who was subsequently
tried and executed.

Nevertheless he was a man had the
interests of the common people at heart.
Beginning at Alupotha where he was onl}'
Commandant of the Military post, he lost no
time in bringing to bear the added resources
of his threefold office in the amelioration of the
conditions of the people in his charge.

The villagers who became his chief
concern being constantly harassed by
herds of \VI[Cl t]tpham’b whth at this time
roamed the hill The elephant was
both a menace to travell lers, whose life was
often endangered, and to the farmers whose
tireless efforts against nature were proved futile
in the course of a single night.

Rogers, therefore, was convinced that the
elephant was an obstacle to progress, and took
upon himself the hazardous task of climinaringit.

At the start he was an indifferent shot and
is said to have completely missed the firsc five
tuskers he had shot at. But motivated by the
sincerity of his purpose, he spared no pains
to develop his marksmanship to that degree
that he could confidently bring down an ele-
pham with a single shot, ever so often as he
ran into them, while en gaged 1 his major task
of opening up the area.

Himself an engineer, Rogers was obsessed
with the 1dea of building roads to serve his
people. Some of these 1oads which were
traced and constructed by him, even today
exist as a part of the network of roads leading
out of the hill country. These are the roads :—

From Badulla—to Hambantota via W ellawaya ;

— 6 Ratnapm‘a 3
—to Nuwara Eliya ; and the road
to Batticaloa.

assumed

W ]"I O

now
Were

countr \
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Another road which he constructed was the
lower Badulla road, which provided a shorter
route to Kandy. This road has
into disuse and it is of interest to note that the
last Government's second six-year plan envi-
sages the re-opening of this route.

Robm s ability to build roads Lﬂurenrly was,
no doubt, due to his association with that great
road-builder, Major Skinner, whom he had the
good fortune to meet during his early days in
Colombo. Skinner, an older took a
great liking to Rogers through their afhinity of
interests and ou]d not ha\' paid him a greater
compliment than saying, ** We were very fond
and justly proud of him, a nobler fellow, a
finer soldier, or a truer friend could hardly be
imagined.”’

Apart from his road-building,
responsible for the construction oi man) bridges,
resthouses and public buildings, and the main-
tenance of several civil and ml]lml} l‘!Lllidlﬂg‘&

As an administrator, one of his greatest
achievements was to accompllﬂ successtully the
second and third commutation of the grain tax,
after the miserable failure of the first com-
mutation bv one of his prechcsmts Difhicule
though this task was, Rogers by his sympathetic
undenmndmb of the people was able to recon-
cile them to the British Government once more.

Amidst all his arduous duties, Rogers found
the time to devote himself to yet another pur-
suit. He was the first to open cotlee p]antatfons
at Badulla and Hapurale.

With all this he was not one to
social calls which had to be made great
distances either on horse-back or on foot.
Now and again of an evening he would go to
Kandy to wvisit his brother ofhcers. On such
occasions he took the lower road constructed
by him which crossed the Uma Oya

Twice, when this river was in spate Rogers
escaped drowning, but on each occasion he lost
his horse in mid-stream, and was compelled to
swim for it : he reached the further bank with
great dificulty, whereupon he continued the
rest of his journey on foot.

since fallen

man,

he was also

neglect his
over
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Yet another incident relates how Rogers was
once delayed by nmnkqs while he was on his
way to n‘onnd to an invitation to a dinner at
Wilson’s bungalow. That evening as his work
had taken him to the vicinity of the bungalow,
he decided to PIOu;LCI direct to the dinner.
Having plenty of time he stopped at a stream
nealbx for a bath. Leaving his clothes on the
bank he immersed himself in the refreshing
waters and was soon relieved of the heat of the
day But his enjoyment was short-lived, for, on
glanunu towards the bank. he noticed to his utter
dismay two monkeys running off with his clothes.

Rmithg the [1()}\{*Ic~,xmbs of his p]la 1t, for
the monkeys seemed to have d[mppmm‘l for
L‘ood he bcoan to call out, hoping that someone
in the Iwungnlon might hear him. After some
time his host turned up and provided him with

fresh clothes.

Elephant Hunter

Today, one hundred and eleven years after
his death, this great pioneer of Uva 1s hardly
known.  Paradexically the who still
remember him, know him not so much as one
of the foremost administrators that this country
has had, but as a fearless elephant hunter,
whose record bag perhaps has no parallel the
world For this man individually
responsible for the destruction of 1,400 to
1,600 elephants, during his seventeen years in Uva.

Although this feat seems fantastic, its credi-
bility is in no way diminished, for Rogers him-
self 1s said to have kept a record of the shooting
of 1,300 elephants, and thereafter given up
the count. Further, his innumerable encounters
with elephants bear ample to the
au[lunuut\ of this staggering achievement.

Rugcu reputation as a hunter was not con-
fined to Ceylon only. When His Royal High-
ness Prince Waldemar of Prussia visited Ceylon
in 1844, to Rogers fell the task of accompanying
the Prince on an elephant hunt.

An incident on this hunting trip speaks highly
of Rogers’ calmness and accuracy in times of
imminent dange .

tew
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Prince Waldemar was standing on an elevated
spot when a herd of thplmnu came crashing
through the thicket. Rogers at the time was
tracking an elephant near by. His :ttrmrion
being attracted by the noise of the herd,
rushed to the side of the Prince and was Jmt
in time to halt the leader, which was appmmh-
ing the Prince, with a bullet through its ear.

atdl} had this elephant crashed to the ground,
when Rogers noticed the elephant he had been
tracking earlier making its way towards the
lelmg‘ stealthily from behind. Rogers calmly
turned and felled the beast wich a shot thlough
its temple. The the herd
treated.

When Governor Stewart Mackenzie was on
an official tour of Badulla District, he had ex-
pressed a desire to Rogers that he wished to
shoot an elephant. Tm) went out to a place
called Nilgalatalawa and halted at a spot which
is now named Rogers” Park.

When an elephant was sighted, the Governor
is said to have lost his nerve, and rather than
shoot at the animal he took ecfuge behind
Bo-tree.
hide-and-seek as the elephant came nearer.

rest of then re-

Rogers watched the Governor's antics with
amusement for sometime, and then shot the
antmal himself much to the relief of the

Governor.

The shooting of elephants was mere routine
to Rogers. Quite often, on circuit, he is said
to have shot more than one Llep]mnr a day,
so much so, that even a sudden intrusion by an
elephant did not pf‘l‘l’tll'b him at all.

On one occasion when Rogers was surprised
by an elephant he did not think it nmm,dntd)
necessary to desist from enjoying the ¢ 1erour
he was puthng at. Instead he waited rill hve
beast drew nigh, unhurriedly placed the cheroot
on the umund shot the elephant dead, and
resumed his smoke as though nothing unusual
had happened.

On another occasion an elephant is said to
have got the better of Rogers because he did
not have a gun. The incident is not without

Here he began to play a game of

MAJOR. ROGERS—ARCHITECT OF UVA
an element of humour. Rogers taken by sur-
prisc had just enough time to climb a tree,
but not before the elephant with its outstretched
trunk had plucked off his Wellington boots,
even as he was still gaining the safety of the
higher branches.

The elephant not to be outdone remained at
the foot of the tree and held Rogers a prisoner

\""‘—-...\\ S

F\M.m
Peaveserepp

for almost twenty-four hours before it wandered
away into the junJI > again,

To Rogers must also be given the credit of
having dextlo) ed two e[cplmntw with a single
shot. This rare achievement was made possible
when he shot at a mother elephant which col-
lapsed on its baby killing it instantaneously.

Yet another incident clearly illustrates Rogers
complete lack of fear m dealing with elephants.

On information received that a rogue was
terrorising the villagers of Marale, Rogen lost
no time 1in p[‘oceedin to the area. He had not
to wait long before the terror-stricken beast
dashed thmu;h the streets, pursued by a shout-
msﬁ mob. Rogers realising the dancrer of shoot-
ing at the oncoming e allowed it to pass
him istead, and w1th the deftness of an acrobat
swung on to its tail to which he Ht'mly cluno
much to the amazement of the pursuing
villagers. The ehphmr careered through the
nealbv jungle till it reached a clearing, i
upon it decided to stop and take a ]ool\ around.

Rogers quickly disengaged himself, unslung
A= Fi [ e (= l_
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the gun from his shoulder, and as the animal
turned he shot at it at point-blank range.

In his long campaign against the wild ele-
Ph;mt‘ 1 LIS signiﬁcam’ that Rogers ;ﬂways
brought down the beast with one shot. But
one day towards the end of the year 1841 his
luck seemed to have failed him.

On this day, December 20th, Rogers was
tracing a new track through the ijgIes oft
Hambantota. During the course of this work
in the forenoon he had accounted for several
elephants, and was on the look-out for more
as he was aware of a herd in the vicinity.

When he came upon this herd he fired at the
foremost animal, which appeared to turn away
after it had been hit. Rogers, somewhat
surprised, closed in for the kill. He fired a
second shot confident of bringing the beast
down. The elephant, however, stung by the
shot turned around almost immediately and
before Rogers realised his plighr the infuriated
beast had him in its trunk and whirled him
about over its head, but somehow refrained from
dashing 1ts victim on the ground. Instead,
dazed and bleeding it carried Rogers to the
crest of a little mound at the bottom of which
ran a stream.

Here it put Rogers down and attempted to
crush him with its head all the time giving

AN
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vent to its anger with hideous grm-\-'[r;. Maimed,
severely bruised, Rogers, however, was not
bereft of his wits. Each time the elephant’s
head drew nigh, he made use of the sloping
ground to prope[ himself away from certain
death, until the bank of the stream was reached.

Embedded in the soft sands, Rogers now
proved a difhicule quarry for the maddened
creature to pick up. Time and again its
efforts to lift him up by his clothes failed, as
his frayed garments tore at each atrempt till
he was almost stripped.

Impassioned by the apparent elusiveness of
its victim, the impatient animal with a sweep
of its trunk shoved Rogers in between its legs,
and began to play a diabolical game with him
by kicking his body from its fore-legs
to 1€s hincl—legs and back.

In such an eventuality Rogers had a
preconceived idea as to how he  should
act. He had decided to feign death, and this
he now did with admirable courage, rendering
his body Iimp and lifeless and not uttering a
sound. .

Taken in by this ruse, the elephant seemed
suddenly to lose interest in its victim. Pick-
g up his torn garments, It Stepp(’d over his
body with caution, and flourishing the frag-
ments in its trunk, it moved away trumpeting
wi]dly.

A silent spectator of the whole incident was
a \‘illager. who had wisel}‘ refrained from using
his gun as long as Rogers was at the mercy of
E]_'le E]CPhant. I—{(}\VC’\’E’]', 5€Cillg the 3]11.1'1):11 move
away, he had no difhculty in bringing it down
with his old singic-barl'el gun.

This villager with the help of the others
l‘t‘:}dered immediate first aid in therr p:‘imiti\'c
way, and bore him in"a crudely constructed
stretcher to Badulla hospital, which they reached
the following morning. Here it was found that
Rogers’ left shoulder was dislocated and his left
arm broken in two places in addition to several
other minor injuries, which necessitated his
confinement to bed for three months.

The simple villagers hardly thought that

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Rogers would survive this ordeal. But when
he was back at work, none the worse for his
adventures, the talk naturally spread that he
bore a charmed life, and that nothing on earth
could kill him : they went even furcher, saying
that only lightning would destroy him.

Despite his injuries Rogers fulfilled his day-
to-day tasks ; nor did his ['righrening experience
deter him in the least from continuing his
ceaseless campaign against elephants.  More and
more of them fell to his gun. He did not
heed the advice given him from time to time
to desist from the dangerous sport.

“TIt’s all Over Now . . . >
N the 7th of June, 1845, the Government
Agent of Kandy, Mr. C. R. Buller, accom-
panied by his wife, arrived at Haputale on a
tour of inspection of the area. Rogers who was
expecting his superior officer went up from
Badulla to meet him.

Having breakfasted ac che Haputale Rest-
house, which is the present post ofhce, Rogers
lost no time in taking his chief out on inspec-
ttion. They had not been out long  before
an 1mpending thunder storm drove the party
back to the resthouse, which they had barely
reached when the storm struck with all its
{:U.].'}'.

Typical of the local the
shower, though intense while it lasted, soon
abated. Meanwhile Rogers was enjoying a
drink 1nside with Mr. and Mrs. Buller.
Observing that the shower had now almost
ceased, Rogers polite[y inrerrupring his conversa-
tion with Mrs. Buller, came out to the verandah
with the drink in his hand. A casual glance
skywards satisfied him that the inspection could

thunderstorms,

, : Z ®
contimue. Turmng around he called out to

Mrs. Buller, who was ﬂ)]]owing him out,
“It’s all over now.”’

In the next instant there was a blinding
flash, followed immedinte]}-’ b}_' a resounding
thunder clap which rent the air. Mrs, Buller
stood rooted in the verandah. The main mast

of the pandal outside was ripped in two. The

MAJOR ROGERS—ARCHITECT OF UVA

stable hands and horses in the out-houses were
struck senseless.

Rogers fell face downwards at Mrs, Buller’s
feet, struck dead by lightning.

A distorted piece of metal on his boot showed
that the lightning had been attracted by his
military spur.

Many were the praises and commendations
that Rogers had received when he was alive,
not only from his colleagues but also from his
SUperiors.

Governor Sir Robert Wilmot-Horton under
whom Rogers had served, once speculating on
the possibility of being given another lease of
life on this earth, had said that he would have
certainly preferred to choose the life of Rogers
to any other person he had known.

Lieutenant J. W. Grylls who served under
Rogers and knew him intimately described
him as possessing ** a peculiar gentleness which
one does not usual[y associate with a person
bred to the profession of arms.”’

Even after his death, Major Skinner to whom
Rogers was much indebted, had this to say,
" This splendid fellow at the time of his death
was performing most ethciently, and to the
entire satisfaction of the Government and the
lebliC. the offices of Government Agent of the
District of Uva, District Judge, Commandant
of the District, and was also my assistant in
charge of the roads of that Province—duties
which, after his death, required four men to
perform with far less efliciency, promprtitude
and punctuality than when rhey were adminis-
tered by him alone.”

Another intimate friend of Rogers, Major
Kelson, who was residing  at N'Eliya took
charge of his body, which, except for a dis-
coloured heel, was not disﬁgmrec]‘ and had his
remains interred at the cemetery there. The
present location of this cemetery which 1s to-
day referred to as the old cemetery is behind
the pavilion of the N’Eliya Golf Club.

In this unkempt graveyard, amidst the dis-
inregmring tombs of personalities of the old
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lies the dust of this endeared
ruler of Uva, who had given the best years of
his life in the service of its people.

His tomb itself,

colonial days,

a rectangular slab of stone
about three feet lligh has been unmoored from
its foundation, and leans heavily on a slender
The tombstone adorns 1t bears
a deep lateral crack which has been cemented
over. Above this 1s engraved his epitaph which
reads :(—

In Mcmory of Thomas William Rogers of
Her I\Ja]t‘%n s Cey lon Rifle RLglmcm Many
years Lommandanr and Assistant Govern-
ment Agent at Badulla. Stricken to death by
lightning at Haputale pass on the 7th of
June, 1845. Aoed 41 years
The presentiment that lI'IL simple villagers

had as to how Rogers would meet with “his
death having been fulfilled, it was not long
before lt;uﬂdx grew up among thcm—leémds
which sy 111pc1thet1:_a11y attempted to explain the
tragic circumstances of his death.

Mahima, an old resident of Haputale, who
works as a peon at the Post Ofhice, related a
story told him by his gmnd[ather Rogers it
appears had some time prior to his death shot
at and killed an elephant sacred to the Kovil
of the Kataragama god. This angered the god
so much that he had Rogers struck to death by
lightning. All that remains rtoday of this
Kovil which lies on the crest of the hill over-
looking the present Post Office, 1s the dilapi-
dated foundation, at which there was evidence
to show that ritual was still being performed.

Another legend, corroborated by Lt.-Colonel
A. Watson 1n a letter to the ** Times of Ce)’lmn =
(1895) attributes his death to the displeasure
of the gods incurred by a %uppoaedl\ rash act.
When Major Rogers was tracing a bridal pach
from Badulla to H'apum]e he Iﬂd come across
a Bo-tree, which he had ordered to be cut down.
His subordinates had begged of him to desist
from such a sacrilegious act. But Rogers had
his way, and his faithful people are said to have
buile an * ambalama ™’ at the spot by way of
atonement.

tree. which
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referred to

It is also said that Rogers had been once
Buddhist monk
the course of shooting
This monk had predicted his 1m-
pending death by lightning if he continued to

.s]nughrer these beasts.

denounced by a whom he

had

t‘lt‘P]"lElHtS.

t‘.l'lL‘.()ll]"l[L’l't‘t.‘] 11

The simple superstition of the villager went
further. The the
earlier, thw exp lained was caused
by lightning sent down h} the irate gods against
a man who had dared to defy
was alive.

even Cl'{lk‘]\’ on tom b‘%[l)l"lt‘.

them when he
The belief is current that the grave
is still struck by lightning once in seven years.
About the crack on the tombstone, however,
thue reports. A newspaper
source afhirmed that there was evidence to show
that the tombstone was broken at the wharf in
Colombo, when it was being unloaded. Burt a
correspondent to the same newspaper, Lrt.-
Colonel H. C. Byrde of the Ceylon Rifle Regi-
ment, a personal friend of Rogers, whose resi-
dence was not far from the cemetery, denied
this allegatiOlL and added further that the tomb-
stone was not wruck b}-’ Iighming.
But those for whom Rogers had worked and
laboured,

are kOI“lH!Ll'II]g|

Ell'll:l []]05{“ \-’\']_'IU l\']"lt__’\'\-‘ I"IIIIT] “"f.']], Saw
to 1t that ]t*gend alone should not perpetuate

his memory. At a public meeting held shortly

Jﬂ,x L?!.I\r O.Ir
\ J’I?‘u

crack across it.

Major Rogers at the old
Wi Frj ”,. {11;1 &flrt?'ﬂ;
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after his death it was suggested that a column
like the Dawson tower be erected at the Haputale
gap to commemorate this great man and road
builder. But Rambukpotha Dissawa, the chief-
tan of the District, in a stirring speech reminded
the people that they had always commemorated
one of their own by building a place of worship.
He, therefore, appealed to them that the
best memorial to Rogers would be a E

p]ace of
Christian worsl'lip. This appeal was wa:'m]}f

EXPERIENCE OF A ROGUE ELEPHANT
c'll'lL.l ll]1;lI]]Il1()l|"sl} ICCCI\'I{.C} b‘r (hU*‘L Plt“lt nt, ﬂnd
public contributions towards this endeavour
were made liberally by the people of Uva,
among whom the majority were Buddhists.
Thus, ten years after his death (1355)
memory of this devoted servant of Uva, Thomas
William Rogers, was wrested from the limbo
of legend and perpetually enshrined in a
edifice —the Church of St. Mark,

the

]aalmcr

Badu]]a

My First Experience of a Rogue Elephant

T was in 1937. left Haputale at 8.30

with H. V. Doudeney for Tanamalvilla.
He had been requested to try and shoot a rogue
elephant which was damaging the small \1llage
of Huratgamma. He asked Con to come
with him, so I insisted on accompanying them.
Out at 6 a.m. to the village, bet the elephant
had not been there that night. After lunch
we went to BQUH‘)V& eWd— \er) Prttr\,' L.OUD[I‘}
and a lot of game tracks. Doudeney stalked
a small herd but had no luck. Con shot a
cobra. Sitting outside the resthouse 1 saw
my first racket-tailed drongo. Later there was
a partial eclipse of moon. Next day
we were called at 4.30 at day light, and were
off to Hudo Oya to try and locate a buftalo
said to come every night and damage a chena

the

and generally make a nuisance of himself.
He had not been there for the last two nlghts
So we returned to the R.H. for breakfast,

shooting a jackal and a jungle cock on the
way. We deudecl to pack up and try foL
snipe at Wellawaya as Doudeney had to return
to Ohl)a Estate that evening. On Ie:uhmg
the Huratgamma P.W.D. lines we were stopped
by Sudu Banda and two coolies with news
that the elephant had visited the village last
night. We left the car at the lines and 1 was
carried across the river.  lust behind the village

By MARJORIE TUTEIN-NOLTHENIUS

we picked up fresh tracks— great excitement ;
there appeared to be two or three elephanrs

about. The tracking led by H.V. was the
most interesting thing I had ever done. He
kindly pointed out all the signs which, of

course, I would never have known to look for :
mud on a branch high above ground off
the elephant’s back, the bark scraped  off
a branch lying across the track by the toe nail.
Most of the going was through small glades
and walked for Then the tracks
led mto thicker jungle after about 14 miles.
A branch cracks—the sign. Seconds later
see the elephant crossing on our right like
a shadow. We then see two more on our left,
by crouching on the ground and peering through
the trunks. They wind and start
moving oft. We run cut them off and
just as we get on to a small game track, see
an elcplmnt standing just on the edge of the
jungle in a small glade about 15 xmdx away.
We all kneel down. Con, who drew first shot,
H.V., self, tracker and two coolies,
the spare rifle.

the

we I'ﬂl[th.

we

tree us

o

one with
We could see the elephant’s
trunk trying to locate our position, as the
wind was tricky. budden]} he wheels round
and in the fraction of a second, charges on top
of us, ears spread out, trunk up and screaming

with rage, crashing through the mulnnunc
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branches like a tank. Hearing a noise behind
me | see the coolies running, I
hurl myself into a bush. I hear a shot but the
crashing noise continues ; so I have visions
of C. and H.V. having been flung on one side
and the next moment of myself being picked
out of bush and torn to pieces
shot and silence and 1 hear Con shout “‘Look
out.” 1 disentangle myself and creep down
the path with shaking legs and, I am sure,
a face green with terror and see the elephant
on the glound but struggling to get up. Con
walke up behind his head and finishes him off,
C. and H.V. had stood shoulder to shoulder
and fired simultaneousl}' into 1ts face and
had just time to jump out of the way as it fell
where they had been standing—luckily not
on top of Con's tirar.  All took a few

closest possible shave : most exciting

do so too and

another

seconds—
moment

have ever known or want to know, as 1t was
and a queﬁrion of either him

charge but

touch and go,”
OF 115 a4 INeSCt il.l]](_)l_l"‘ dnd al“lgl\
a grand sight. How an antmal like an e ephant
can wheel round and get up speed as this one
did is remarkable. What would have hap-
pened had we not stood our ground, [ dread
to think, and our nerves were badlx shal\a,n

He was an old bull but in poor condition—
he died gamely. The cooly with the spare
rifle turned up about half an hour later ! We
took some snaps—cut oft the rtail and both
front feet and suddenly started to laugh and
laugh unul tears fan. down our cheeks,
reaction [ expect. Back at West Haputale at
5 after the most exciting and successful trip
we have ever done or are ]lktl} to have. We
are very lucky we can tell the rale, and to see
such a charge must be extremely rare

the

Wilpattu—LEaster, 1956

MY better half picked me up at the Ofhce
at 10 a.m. on Maundy Thursday, March
29th, and, as usual, I had nothing whatsoever
to do with Organising our holiday in the jungl(—‘-——
a most admirable arrangement which I com-
mend to all married men. With traffic racher
heavy we did not get across Victoria Bridge
(which 1s a &,ood starting point from which to
time a journey) until 10.15 but from here we
pushed on non-stop (except to fill up with
petrol, bananas and buns at Puttalam and buy
a couple of boxes of matches at a road side
]\addayl to Marandanmaduwa bung‘alow which
we reached in the excellent time of four hours
and twenty minutes. The run was quite un-
eventful and the only animals seen were a mon-
goose on the main road and two herds of spotted
deer, one of them grazing round the bungalow,
in the National Park, Two jungle fowls and
a hare have also to be recorded—rather unusual
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By R. P. GADDUM
as they are not normally out and about in the
heat of the afternoon.

After lunch and a short rest we set out with

Malbamy on a preliminary tour of I]'I‘a]?'(’tl.'l('lll
of those Vilus whichare a ccessible
ing Thimbirt Vilu, I\’Iahapatlssa. Dt.mam Vilu,
}\umbuk Vilu, Kokkare Vilu, round which we
drove, and finally Nelum Vilu where we found
another party already in occupation. As the
Park becomes more and more popular, as it has
done to an unbelievable extent dumm the
Jast five years, overcrowding is going to be-
come an increasing problem for there s only
one road which leads to those portions of rht,
Reserve which can be reached by car and :
most of us are naturally selfish, and resent btmo

b\ car, visit-

disturbed by others, w hen watching for animals,
difficulties are bound to arise unless the road system
can be greatly extended and /or blocksallocated to
parties for \-\-'ntching as thcy are for shtmring.
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Game, as usual, was plentiful, particularly
spotted deer but we also saw a sambhur hind
and her newly born fawn, buffalo, a muntjac
or Ceylon barking deer, jackal, hare, some
crocodiles, plenty of both whistling and gar-

geny teal, several jungle fowl, a pmc.m]\ a

considerable number of aquatic birds and waders,
pntu.uh:l\, ibis and storks and, to end a per-
l\fI) wife
saw  what 5he rhouuhr was a jackal and as
gmde,

fect L\emnu a nngmhwnt leop‘ud

Tﬂnlham)‘ our was not satishied with

WILPATTU—EASTER, 1956

with the greatest reluctance, we eventually left
him there after he had entertained us for
best part of twenty minutes and, for all I know,
he may be sitting there sull. He was, I think,
ever

the

the most ‘:\E‘H—P()bb(’bht’d leopard T have
seen and it was a pity 1t was too dull and dark
to take a cine shot, for he was a particularly
fine male with a mqgmhwnt coat.

It was wonderfully cool during the night with
the thermometer below 70 Lml\ this morning
and, for the last hour or so, I have been indulging

“ The most self-possessed leopard I have ever seen’

this diagnosis, he made reverse the

me Gar
\\-|1€l‘l LlU‘\El II’Ibpt‘.kIIOD I‘C\'EHIEL-[ rhfl[ L h =
‘i - @

Jackal ° was the head and shoulders of a

leopard who was lying down. After a time he
wandered into some bushes but on driving the
car along the track in his direction he stopped
and sat down again, then went back to where
he was first seen and lay down more.
We watched him changing his position from
time to time until 1t started to get dark, and

once

R. P. Gaddum
in the delightful pastime of doing nothing
except sit in a long chair and, when Ic:clnw

of binmu]arb
tank in front of the bungalow, on
which bird life abounds as there are plenty of
teal, divers,
jacanas collecting,

energetic, lazily Ililmcr up a pair
to scan the
terns, 0 waders and several
as and where they can, the
wherewithal to maintain life. The water lilies,
both pink and white, are all in bloom and it
makes

egrets,

a wonderful picture against the green

2065
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LORIS, December, 1956
jungle and blue sky flecked wich small white
clouds which look like cotron wool.

After sleeping most of the morning and again
after lunch we set out at a lictle after 2 p.m.
and had a relatively uneventful pmw] round the
Park during the afternoon and evening though

e did see a bear on the road near l\umbuk
Vilu, a most unco-operative animal who scut-
tled into the jungle almost as soon as the car
appeared—time, rough]v 3 p.m.

Much of our evening was spent watching
birds on the edge of Nelum Villu where
whistling teal, corton teal, divers, jacanas and
other water birds were active the whole time.

The Kumbuk tree under which we sat was
literally alive with birds, particularly paradise
fly-catchers of which there must have been
between twenty and thirty in every stage of
plumage from the red ones with short tails,
to long-tailed reds and whites. One of them,
in fact, had one red and one white tail feather
which is most unusual. I have only seen one
before. There were also quite a number of
Ceylon azure fly-catchers and plenty of bee-
eaters. Animals, however, were few and far
between though we saw a few deer, pig, buffalo,
sambhur and a jackal, whilst peafowl, as usual,
were very scarce.

How great an element of luck obrams in
seeing ammala is illustrated by the fact that
we saw the bear as a result of having to return
from Borapan Vilu where we found another car
In  occupation. Another party 1 the Park,
which consisted largely of children, saw a herd
of eight elephants drinking at a pool called
Mayllq Wila at a little after three in the after-
noon, while the occupants of a car which was
about twenty minutes behind us when we were
returning saw a leopard and an elephant, also
d ]u]'l&lt" hen SCr al‘thn\Y -1'0]- lﬂ'ﬁeLt‘ﬁ on l—hL’ n‘l[k‘lL‘“L
of the road for her two tiny chicks.

After a quiet and cool night—the only jungle
heard

notses | were some monkeys and an
elephant trumpeting 1 the distance—we got
up at 5 a.m. -:"Sarurd;:ly, March 31st) and, as
soon as it was light enough to see, we did the
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-wnh ]"ngh hopes only to

same drive as we had done the previous evening
but drew a more or less completc blank. Both
at Wilpattu and Yala the mornings are invariably
dx::appomrmé as compared rto the afternoons
and evenings but even so one always goes out
recurn muttuma

‘I knew we wouldn’t see anything.’ Seill,
there it 1s, and whether one sees game or not
it is always a thrill to drive through the jungle
just when the dawn is breaking and, after all,
you haven't even a chance if you go on sleeping
in the bungalow !

As I have already said, luck (assisted possibly
by a little know ledoe and the drive which makes
one go out and stay out most of the day) is
what matters most, and when one thinks that
the Park or Villu, which
through which the car 1s passing, represents
only a microscopic part of a stage with an area
250 square miles it supports this view.
Sunday morning and though 1 have
a lot to write about, I propose to start today’s
instalment with an "I told you so! "' story
on the subject gf luck being the most important
factor for, at a little after g a.m. yesterday
morning, some visitors to the Park, on ﬁnding
there was no accommodation available, decided
they would go round the Villu area before
returning thoug]‘n it was, admittedl}', the worst
time of the day for seeing any animals other
than possibly a deer or two. When they
returned shortly after 1 p.m. learned they
had been rewarded by seeing  two leopards !
In some ways it 1s just like buying a sweep
ticket !

After lunch we decided we would like to have
a look at the Northern boundary and obrained
the departmental jeep VISITOTS
hire for a tour of exploration. The route we
followed was North to Malimadua and thence

one IS \’\-’thl‘llﬂg‘ or

of some
Easter

which can

West parallel to the Moderagama Aru, via
Sudupadu Kallu and Kattan Kandal Kulam
where, incidentally, there is a most attractive

unfurnished hutr similar to that which has been
built at Kumbuk Villu, and
via Uduppu Villu to Kali Villu where we spent

then south west
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the night and returned to Marandanmaduwa
Bungalow gerting back here at about 7.30 a.m.

Though we saw no elephant, bear or [eopa:d
there were signs of the former everywhere in
the shape of broken trees, droppings and tracks,
and it 1s, I think, quite evident, that except in
the really dry weather they are almost entirely
nocturnal i the Wilpattu area.  This 1s doubt-
less a legacy from the bad old days when they
were captured in season and out of season by
the Pannikkans of Marichchikaddai whose skill
in this direction is legendary.

Tracks of bear and leopard were frequent
and between Kokkare Villu and Kumbuk
Villu a leopard and her cub had walked down
the road we were f-ollowing jusr. prior to our
arrival.  Did I say luck was important ?

Of game seen, sambhur, particularly along
the track near the I\/Iodemgamaru‘ were numer-
ous as we saw no less than twenty-two, of which
nineteen were stags, in about five miles. They
were all lying in the shade of some bush or
tree and even startled by the jeep
they seemed incredibly tame.

Spotted deer too were everywhere and we saw
something like twenty groups of individuals
or small herds during our journey to Kali
Villu. They are said to be, and I can well
believe 1t, the most beautiful of the deer family.

Buffaloes were also in evidence but not many
of them, whilst only one pig was seen—early
this morning on Kali Villu.

Jun“rle fm\l were exrrel‘nel}-‘ common and
I counted 24 between Kali Villu and Maran-
danmaduwa this morning—twenty-two of them
being cocks and cockerels. There also were a
lot of pigeons about including bronzewings
(though I believe they really belong to the dove
family}, green pigeons and imperial pigeohs
but the strangest sight was two great stone
plovez chicks at Kurutti Pandi Villu for as soon
as they knew they had been seen they lay flat
on the sand with their necks stretched out in
front of them pretending to be part of the
scenery. Their anxious parents watched them
from about 200 yards away

w ]'l{‘.l'l

and l.‘t‘tul‘ned to

WILPATTU EASTER, 1956

their children hurriedly as soon as the &
had moved on.

A wonderful run and I must pay a tribute
to the driver whose handling of his vehicle on
tracks which were, to put it mildly, extremely

: Jeep

rough and rugged, was masterly. It was touch-
ing to see him give the * Jeep " a once-over
whenever we stopped for he was obviously
proud of his charge which he keeps
room condition and spotlessly clean.

Shortly after we returned Mr. de Alwis had
to set out in his jeep to investigate a report
that a dead bear had been seen close to Maran-
danmaduwa bungalow and back he came in
about an hour with the corpse of a cub, said
to be about a year old. It had certainly not
been dead more than an hour or two, for it
was still covered with ticks and a post-mortem
examination revealed the poor little beast had
died of general debility. It appeared probable
that 1t was the cub of a bear which was shot
in December attacking the watchers
[t ran into the jungle and since then it had
obviously not been able to fend for icself
PIOPtl‘l)« for it was very emaciated and had

i]] 5|'I()V\"-

one

s1gns of acure tummy trouble which in turn
muat h.ue led to its hnal kOllJPhC. A sad story.
about 3.30 we set out in the jeep

once again For Borapan Villu via the ruins of
Galbendi Nlmn}a and what an evening it was.
Our first experience was passing thmuEh a large
herd of spotted deer quite near the bungalow.
They were so tame they hardly deigned to move
—in fact, a large stag who was lying down just
stayed put though ‘he could not have been
more than 15 yards away from our notsy vehicle.
After iollm\nw the same track we had gone
along on the PI‘t\lOllH day for about four miles
we turned west into some lighter park
and 1n the first large ¢

country
glade saw three pcamd\\
all in full p]umag\e wlth magnificent rails.
Further on, were five ]nglc fowl, three cocks
and a couple of hens out in the open and I was
watching them intently when a bear
suddenly intruded himself into this sylvan
picture. He took just one look at the ‘jecp.

large
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didn’c like it, and started te canter down the
track from where he had come. This suited
us admirably as we were able to follow him
until he vanished thick scrub. It
must all have been a terrifying procession from
the point of view of the jungle fowl who
promptly vanished.

The next incident
we were crossing an eroded piece of land which,
apart from a small scrubby thicket about ten
yards, m diameter was completely bare of
pasture or water, for when the jeep was
about twenty yards away the thicket lirerally
vomited eight sambhur, all of whom were
lying up 1in the shade from the heat of the da}-'.
There were five stags and three hinds and 1t
must have been a palruulmh cosy after lun-
cheon party !

A litcle further on, and this time in heavy jungle
with high trees, we saw a Ceylon Hawk- Eagle
or Serpent-Eagle devouring something mn the
middle of the jeep track and though he made
a determined attempt to fly away with his prey,
its weight proved too much and he had rto
abandon his meal, a full grown ]Lllmle cock,
equal in weight, I should imagine, to its killer.
The eagle had El]H_'ld\ eaten the jungle cock'’s
head and part of its left side for the stomach
could be seen through bared ribs and, as we left
the body where we found i, I have little doubt
it was finished off at leisure. I tried to re-
construct the ‘crime’ and came to the
clusion that the eagle must have seen the jungle
cock from a high tree on which it was perching
and thereafter converted itself into a guided
missile with disastrous results to the fowi.

Next came the greatest thrill of the evening
for after we had gone two miles or thereabouts
we were lucky enou-bh to see a pair of leopards,
one standing, and the other sitting, at the edge
of a patch of scrubby jungle. The smaller one
was ]ight in colour and was, | imagine, a female
but even if this guess 1s incorrect the other
was far too massive to be anything but a very
large male with a p'ntmllalh dark coat. He
unl} let us watch him for a minute or so before

Into some

unusual occurred when

coOn-
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he C]I"-\AP]JLJIILd (the female had already effaced

herself) but even so he formed an unforget-

rable pluruu.

In addition to the high spots (this 1s not
intended as a pun) of rlnx journey through the
jungle we saw plenty of commoner game,
particularly deer as on Bompan Villu alone there
were four sizeable herds and at Nelum Villu
we again saw a large number of paradise fly-

catchers having their evening bath.
A word about the Galbendi Niraviya ruins
which T have already mentioned, They are

well and truly oft the beaten tr ack and Lhoug
Ao infortmation was forthcoming as to the era
to which they belong, one wonders what stories
they could tell to our own particular gener ration.
Bits and pieces of chise [led rock are scattered
over quite a large area but the principal ** Ruin ™
consists of a ]albe stonc plmll about, I should
16'-0" X 24'-0" in area and srandmg
some 30" above the level of the ground. The
sides to this Lccranule are. built of what I can
best describe as hrred stone, an eccentric
form of ashlar @1 which each stone 1s cut so
that it will bond in perfect register with 1ts
adjacent fellows, the general effect being that
of a jig-saw puzzle with the vertical join['%
all ninety degrees to the base but the horizontal
courses amthm but paml]tl to cuh other and
hewed so that rhe}, will “fit” their lower
course. The top course was levelled off.
Round the four sides of the plinth and pro-
jecting about nine inches from the base are a
number of rectangular dressed coping stones
about six inches in thickness and about 6 x3".
How they were ever got there and were put in
place without a block and tackle, for they must
cach have weighed well over a ton, is a ploblcm
which T leave to others, so I will confine my
comments to recording the impressiveness of
these ruins in their absolute simplicity and
massiveness, bearing in mind their remoteness
from civilisation as we know it [‘0&.‘13}', [ have
since learnt these are similar to
found 1n the at Anuradha-
pura. They are said to be characteristic of the

C‘\tll'l“late

ruins those

western monasteries
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Tapovana or forest dwelling Sect of Ascetic
Monks and belong to the 7th/8th Century.
The architecture is quite plain with no dagoba,
images or carvings).

This morning, Easter Monday, April 2nd,
we did a farewell round of the Villu areas in
our car—a Ford 10—and, although we did not
see anything of particular interest if one dis-
regards deer, pig and the other commoner forms
of fauna (we counted, incidentally, 20 jungle
fowl during a run which only lasted an hour
and half at completely the wrong time of the
morning) it was very lovely seeing the Villus,
green, with lush pasture and full of water which
we all hope will last until this year's North-
east rains once again replenish these reservoirs
of life in this dry and arid area.

During holiday periods I am afraid the Wil-
pattu National Park will provide, in an increasing
measure, an administrative headache until the
difficulty of only a relatively small area being
accessible - by car s solved. Congestion is
bound to occur when the approach to the nearby
Villus has to be made through the bottleneck
of a single road and, of course, until the animals
become more ‘‘ educated "’ (and I feel it is too
much to hope that the * Swabhasa,”" or *‘ Sinha-
lese only ™ policy of Government will provide
a solution) to0 many cars, containing too many
people travelling over the same roads will
produce a “ Devil take the hindmost” out-
look which, in the long run, will prove pre-
judicial to the efforts of our Wild Life Depart-
ment whose results, during the six years I have
known Wilpattu, are beyond praise and most
certainly beyond what it was expected they
would be able to achieve in so short a time.
In fact, that the problem mentioned has begn
created 1s due to their success in making this
area so popular,

A wonderful run back which only took four
hours and twenty minutes brought our perfect
trip to an end and having had a lovely bath,
the first real soak I have had since we left,
I shall try and finish this short account of our
Odyssey.

WILPATTU—EASTER, 1956

After doing nothing except relax and enjoy
myself I want to first say ** Thank you™ to
my wife who organised everything on a uni-
lateral basis.

Next, I would like to place on record my
thanks and appreciation to Mr. C. W. Nicholas,
the Warden, for his kindness in telling us
where to go, and Mr. de Alwis, the Ranger,
for his co-operation and assistance. His enthu-
stasm 1s terrific and it is quite obvious he loves
his job and is never happier than when showing
visitors the beauties of Wilpattu.

Malhamy. as in the past, continues to amaze
me for his sight 1s incredible—I have yet to
meet any game watcher who can spot game
better than he can, whilst his knowledge of the
Park and the habits of the local fauna is encyclo-
paedic. He i1s also tremendously keen and,
if he had his way, I am sure, he would like any
party in his charge to be out and about from
sunrise to sunset.

Wilpattu continues to improve, thanks to
the keenness and unremitting attention it
recetves from all concerned with its administra-
tion, and this Island owes a great debt to the
Wild Life Department and the Ofhcer who
guides its destinies, Mr. C. W. Nicholas and
his staff.

FOOTNOTE

These notes are only intended to give an outline of a
fleeting trip which my wife and I paid to Wilpatty,
accompanied by the Creightons, on the 7th, 8th and oth
of June, 1956.

We were all in the Park by 2.45 p.m. Then, after a
cup of tea and a short rest, we set off by Jeep to Kali
Villu appro,\'imatt‘l}r 16 miles away.

We saw a large number of deer, pig and buffalo en route
but the only outstanding experience was seeing a large
leopard stalking some deer in a small Villu, about two
miles from Kali Villu, through which we passed when
returning.

The leopard was sneaking along the edge of the jungle
and though quite visible to us the deer, who were feeding
in the open, were quite oblivious of their danger until,
hearing the jeep, they looked up and saw not only us but
their enemy as well—I felt rather sorry for the leopard
though I have little doubt that he had a more successful
stalk later in the evening.
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Next morning, Friday, the 8th, saw us out of the
bungalow before 5.30 a.m. on a tour round the Villus
but once again we did not see anythingoutof the ordinary,
so returned to Marandanmaduwa in time for breakfast
at about 7.30 and spent the rest of our morning lazing
in the bungalow and watching birds and animals drinking
at the Marandanmaduwa tank. " Among pre-
sent " were deer, sambhur, buffalo and pig.

In the afternoon, we decided to go to Nelun Villu at
1.30 timmediately after lunch, for three elephants had been
seen there the previous afternoon at 3 p.m. We had,
however, a disappointing vigil, for while we were there
the Only antmals which came down to drink consisted
of five or six herds of deer, several sounders of pig, one
of them being 22 strong, about half a dozen sambhur
and, of course, the inevitable buffalo.
peai’owl too made their appearance and they appear to
be increasing quite appreciably in this area, for, five
years ago, both peafowl as well as jungle fowl were com-
par:ttivt‘.ly rare.

At about 5 o'clock, as we were all tired of waiting, we
decided to visit the adjacent Villus and return to Nelun
Villu 1n half an hour | (by which time) it was hoped, some
clephants would put In an ;lppear:mcf‘_‘: and it was |uu‘k}'
we did so, for near Walas Wala we were able to watch
a bear drinking at a jungle pool for the best part of five
minutes before he became aware of our presence and,
after giving us a thorough inspection and deciding we
were undesirable intruders he scuttled into the ]tmgh

those

A number of

He was quite close, not more than 20 yards away, and we
had a num,_‘niﬁc-:nt vicw.

On returning to Nelun Villu, we found three watchers
who were very excited, for a large leopard had thlgui
from the ]unglg on the opposite side of the water just
prior to our arrival and, after slaking his thirst it had
walked along the edge of the tank and then lain down
in some long grass which completely hid 1t from view.
Nevertheless, as we were assured the leopard was still
there we did our best to make him get up as we drove
our car near its suspected position in the hope that we
would see it.

However, as nothing appeared we came to the con-
clusion that it must have sneaked into the nearby jungle
unobserved by the three watchers.

Jim Corbett, in one of his books, refers to the fact thar
a leopard has the capacity of being able to conceal itselt
effectively behind a tuft of grass, and my experience with
these animals makes me confirm this statement. It is
quite uncanny the manner in which one can mark them.
down, when, for instance, they d:s.app-.ar in a depression
in the ground, behind a log, or in a small thicket, and.
when you get to the actual spot w ‘here you last saw them,
they seem to have vanished into thin air.

On getting back to Marandanmaduwa bungalow we
again heard, as we had done at intervals during the previous
mLhr some eclephants trumpeting on the opposite side
of the tank and thgir screams and rumbling notses con-
tinued until we went to bed.

[Luck was with us

N a recent jungle trip we had the biggest
slice of luck any amateur cine-photo-
grapher could wish for, and were able to film
a scene that thrilled us all beyond measure
We had come back to camp after a fairly
long and quite successful walk up’ the river
bed. The river icself, being completely dry
except for the odd, stagnant pool. We decided
we would drive out around the plain just to
see what was happening, and debated about
taking our cameras. However, as the light was
failing we decided to leave them behind,
especially as my film was in colour. How wrong
we were | And how quickly we had to scuttle
back to camp to fetch our cameras ! Nort five
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By PATSY NORRIS

minutes after leaving camp as we came round
a corner, there, sitting under a small malitun
tree, on the edge of the plain was a bear playing
with her tiny cub.

Qur Intense as we quickl}'
reversed the Land Rover to collect our cameras,
Al the time keeping our fingers so tightly
crossed that luck would be with us and that
the bears would still be there on our return.

[t hardly took us five minutes in all, but Oh !
what a five minutes! Cursing our stupldlr\
for leaving

excitement was

the cameras behind and, for myself,

praying that our beloved jungle would not let
LIS dO\\"n over L)PPOFFLII‘JI‘[}'.
breath tightly.

such a wonderful

[ think we were all holding our
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I know I was, cm‘ning round that last corner
before the plain and Oh! the glorious sight
that met us, she was still there gninboling with
the little chap for all she was worth. She rolled
him about, and when he stood up on his tiy,
hind-legs and caught hold of her snout, she
threw her head over to the opposite side with
him hanging on, rather as t'hough he were on
a trapeeze. She then decided it was time he
ceased his rather violent exercise, so sat back
\Ut 7 |
)

i

i

LUCK WAS WITH US

I spite of the I'ai]mg fig]u';
formed before the '
fashion. After
out on to the plain

she had per-
true film-star
gone, we

camera In
had continued
and on our return m'p we

hh{"

were astounded and delighted to see her still
almost in exactly the same place. She was
grubbing for berries under another small malitun
tree while baby gnmhu]ed around. It was now
far too dark for photography, so we just sat

and watched. After a short time she gave a

“Luck was with us’

on her haunches and picked him up on to her
Iap ho]ding him, and nursing him L‘X&]C[I}" like
a human, with those great cruel claws beinge
oh, so gentle. Playtime was then over, and
she let him scramble off her lap, got up her-
self and stood, while baby clutched her baggy
trousers and hauled himself up on to her back,
then she ambled off with baby riding like
a minute jockey.

We were away from all
this and my camera never stopped whirring

about 25 vyards

grunt, which evidently called baby to heel.
he again caught hold of her bagey breeches and
hauled himself on to her lmck\:L\‘x']wreupm*u she
proceeded to stand on her hind-legs and climb
up into the small tree, baby and Al The tree
seemed rto sway about in rather a drunken
manner, and presently out popped her head
through the top branches as she surveyed the
landscape, all the time guzzling berries hard.
Then her head would di;np}‘-cm"-whi|c she was
obviously |um[ing for more berries, and in
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a short while pop out through the top branches
again. We sat and watched, entranced, until
she had her fill, then down she slithered with
babr on her back and ambled off into the
garhermg darkness.

The whole eplqode was so utterly fascinating,
and our luck in being able to witness, and
film most of it, so tremendous that we all
felc even if we saw nothing else for the rest
of our stay, our tllP had been made for us.
However, on this trip, luck altogether favoured
us, and one amusing incident happened
on our first morning just after we had
pitched camp. We went for a short stroll up
the river-bed before lunch and on our return,
opposite camp, an elephant was standing in the
shade, digging in the sand for water. I set
my camera up and took some shots of him
digging, then sat and watched him. He started
to amble across to our side, and the next thing
we knew, he had come up the short steep bank
straight into camp ! We had to ** shoo ™ him
off rather smartly, and he shuffled off, tail and
crunk on high, with a very grieved expression
on his face, poor old gentleman, having had
his peace and quiet disturbed.

I wanted some more feet of film of crocodile
and this time we were amply rewarded. There
was a long narrow stagnant pool a litcle way
down below camp, so one morning early we
decided we would try it in the hopes of some
“ shots " of croc. Our luck was holding as,

Yala—May 24th to 27th, 1956

OUR party consisted of seven; first
and most important, Raman, our cook,
a veteran of many jungle trips, next, my wife
(Doreen) 1n the role of organiser, then Philip
Keun (Philip) and Dora Walsh (Dora) both of
Colombo. Penulrimatc[}f come Tiny and Winn
Creighton and last and least the writer of these
notes.
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lying out on a spit of sand, we countu:l four-
teen large ones, basking in the sun. We did
a very stealthy %f'l“\ along the bank and mmaged
to position ourselves very close, and slightly
above them. We then sat and waited for them
to come out of their comatose condition and
gi\c us some movement, which from time to
time they did, either coming out of the water
or re-entering it to cool off. So once again the
camera whirred away happily and some good
shots were secured. Quite a few other animals
visited that stagnant pool while we were there,
one large boar ‘who seemed to find a breakfast
of dead, very smelly, fish floating on the water,

most succulent. Having eaten one he kept
returning to the water, coIIecting a fish, and
returning to eat it in the shade. His peace

was disturbed by, of all thmgﬁ a large albino
pig which came down grunting, to the water
for a drink, an incongruous sight, very reminis-
cent of the farmyard. A large herd of spotted
deer came next, followed swiftly by a beautiful
sambhur stag wtth a fine head. Our last visitor
of whom we managed to get a fleeting shot,
was a black-necked stork. He planed in over
our heads and settled on the sandspit, but his
sharp eye almost immediately detected us and
he was up and away with the sun glinting and
gleaming on his glossy blue- black neck. The
time now had come for us, unfortunately, t
leave, and we had to retrace our steps to camp
and take our homeward journey.

R. P. GADDUM

As the Cu,:ghtom live near Kalutara it was

decided to make a large Ficus tree which
forms a natural arch over the Colombo-Galle
main road our rendezvous at 6 a.m. on the

24th and, for once, we all arrived at the ap-
pomted spot within a minute of each other—
a remarkable and quite unique achievement.

It poured the whole way as far as Tangalle
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where we turned east and, though I had several
exciting skids it had the advantage of keeping
the roads free from pedestrian traffic which
otherwise would have been exceptionally heavy
for it was the Sinhalese Wesak (May Full
Moon) holiday and, as 1956 was the 2,500th
anniversary of Buddha's birth, the occasion was
being celebrated in the biggest possible way.

With only three short stops at Matara,
and Hambantota and Tissa, we made such
good time that we reached Palatupana
before noon and were in the Yala bungalow,
an hour afterwards—a good  performance as
this point is very nearly 200 miles from
Colombeo.

After a little unpacking we had a lovely
sleep, having improvised suitable accommoda-
tion for six, excluding Raman, by making
Dora’s bed on top of a large chest and rele-
gating a mattress on the floor to the writer.
We more or less passed out for a couple of hours,
so did not start our evening round of inspection
until about 4 p.m. when a sl:orr sharp shower
of rain was just showing signs of stopping.

On our way out via Gonalabbe, Buttuwa,
Uraniya, Welmalkema and thence to Vilu-
paluwewa, where we turned our cars, we saw
but little except for a few deer, pig, peafowl
and buffalo but returning later in the evening
was a very different story.

Our first real excitement was trying to see
something which had obviously attracted the
attention of the inmates of the leading car
and it was not until we reached the position
from which they were pointing that we saw
what it was—a large elephant’s head and
shoulders peering through a frame of trees and
branches not more than ten or fifteen yatds
from the track! In the circumstances, both
cars moved on smartly until they were placed
so that they could make a quick get away
should it be needed but this subsequently
proved to be quite an unnecessary precaution
for * Jumbo " was most placid and obliging
and went on feeding as though nothing had
happened. We must have watched him for

YALA—MAY, 1956

about twenty minutes before we decided to
move on and we left him sull grazing and at
peace with the world. A most accommodating
animal who gave us a wonderful view of a typical
if somewhat elderly wild elephant in his natural
surroundings.

Continuing along the Uraniya-Buttuwa Road
another elephant was seen, this time, virtually
on the path, feeding and squirting water over
his back from a muddy pool of rain water
until Doreen who was driving the leading
car, which contained our watcher, Packeer
Deen, Dora and Philip got a little too
close. This intrusion on his privacy was imme-
diately resented by the elephant, who made
a sudden rush towards the car, ears cocked and
head up. It looked most terrifying and hostile.

To be quite frank, I think we all thought
the leading car had ‘““Had It’ when the
watcher suddenly screamed a blast of invective
at the-advancing elephant using language which,
perhaps, it is as well we did not know. Any-
how, it stopped and given this breathing space
Doreen turned her car and retreated to a
safe distance from where we continued to
watch our friend, who resumed feeding as
though nothing had happened, until he reached
a point which was far enough away from the
track to make passing him a safe proposition.

On our way back we saw several large herds
of deer and plenty of commoner game, parti-
cularly pigs who were grubbing about every-
where after the rain.

All in all it was an exciting evening and we
had several whiskys for I think we were all a bit
shaken.

Friday, May 25th.—Up betimes, as I think
Pepys used to say, though we rather overslept
and we set oft after a cup of coffee on a morn-
ing tour along the road to Katugamuwa seeing
a flock of twelve or fourteen peafowl just by
the bungalow and a lot more along our route
as well as plenty of deer, pig and buffalo.
We only went as far as Varahana, from where
we returned and then did a run to Buttuwa: via
Gonalabbe and Patnamgala where we visited
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the deserted fishing village. On the whole
our morning run was disappointing from the
point of view of seeing game but then, the
mornings are never so good as the evenings.
One of the great attractions, however, of spend-
ing more or less the whole day on the road is
that one always lives in hope, for one never
knows what is round the next corner or what
fate has in store when dealing with the un-
predictable.

We spent much of our day under a tree out-
side the bungalow watching a stretch of river
where we saw a sounder of 14 pig come down
and drink as well as deer, buffaloes and
other animals. The odd crocodile too was
always to be seen, for of this venue 1t can
be said with cruth that ™ Every prospect
pleases.”

In the afternoon, as the threatening rain did
not materialise, we decided- to go the whole
way to Katugama and found the road remark-
ably good but we were very Cl[b’lppOll"lttd when
we got. there to find a party with a ™ Jeep ™
and a “ Land Rover " already in possession.
Still, we spent a very pleasant hour there and
were rewarded by seeing well over 200 Painted
Storks as well as a number of other tank birds
including several Lesser Adjutant Storks, some
of the Open-billed and Parson species, a pelican
and any number of egrets, crocodiles too were
conspicuous b} their presence and the rtank
was literally infested with them ; I counted
71 heads in quite a small corner and there must
have been well over 100 visible at the same
time with their noses and eyes protruding above
the water and, occasionally the tops of their
serrated tails as well.

Returning later in the afternoon we saw
two large herds of deer, a couple of sambhur
on the river at the Rugamtota ford and quite
a number of buftalo, pig and peafowl.

A rapid run to Buttuwa and back m the
dusk produced a visual bag of more deer and
pig and to round oft a delightful evening we
found an elephant on the edge of the road only
300 yards from the Yala bungalow. He let us
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watch him undisturbed until it was too dark
to see him properly.

Saturday, May 26.—We got up very earl) and
left the buny]ow by 5.30 on a morning run
via Gonalabbe, Buttuwa and Uraniya and saw
a great deal of game, particularly deer and
pe.lioul and got back at 7.30.

Later 1n rhe morning Tiny, my better
half, and the writer set out for Tissa to get
some petrol; the only thing of any moment
we saw was a small bushy tree on the
edge of one of the Lewas near Kirinda which
llrcmll\ cascaded about twenty or thirty grey
langur monkeys as the car apploadled They
ran along an intervening strip of grass antil
they found the sanctuary of the qdlommg
scrub where they proceeded to sit down in the
shade and watch us as we passed.

The other half section of our party spent
their morning on the edge of the Palatupana
Tank where tht) saw a iarg{e vartety of birds
and, once again, a great many crocodiles, many
of them being oug of the water where their dark
olive green and dirty }dlon marking showed to
advantage in the sunlight.

In the afternoon we set out to Jamburagala
which we found just as beautiful as ever but
there was very little game about except on
Urantya where we saw fifteen sambhur and some
buffalo. On our way back we came across an
elephant on the edge of the road near the
Sy ambalamswah turn and, wlrh the passengers
of the same *‘ Jeep’ and ** Land Rover "' we
had seen at Katugama, we watched him for
twenty minutes or longer, taking a number
of photographs. He was a most docile animal
'!!'lCl was, I thl..l"lk fhf_‘ same bt"l‘ir \Vhl.Ch we hr'.li.‘l
seh first on the evening of the qth I noticed
he had recently been 1n muwrh or the evidence
of the r\pual discharge which characterises
this condition could be seen below his
Nevertheless, he could not have been
placid or better tempered for he showed no
annoyance though he obviously wanted to cross
the road and was prevented from doing so by
the cars. '

L’}"CS.
more
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We saw many more deer, buffalo,
and pig on our way back

Srmda}r_, May 27th.—We 0\-‘61.'sl|:pt in the morn-
ing and paid the penalty by seeing very little
game for 1t all vanishes into the junglc as soon
as the dawn breaks and unless one is out by
5.30 one expect to see very much.
Sull, “e were lLlLI\} in seem four ‘" Did-he-
do-1t V' (red-wattled ].'lp“’ll]gr chicks on the
Buttuwa plain. The} could not have been
hatched for more than a couple of days and
vet their instinct made them drop to the
ground and feign death to an extent which
would have made them quite impossible to
see, had the watcher not spied them running
as the car approached. Their agitated parents,
too, tended to give the show away as they kept
on trying to attract our attention from the chicks
to an extent which made it quire obvious that
they had some precious the
vicinity.

While I was waiting for a cup of coffee
prior to our departure this morning no less than
fifteen or sixteen peafowl flex down from the
trees on which they were roosting to the edge
of the river opposite the Yala bungalow where
there 1s a large area of exposed sand.  They were
incredibly tame and most of them were still
there when we set off. The behaviour of these
extremely shy birds 1s one of the most eloquent
tributes I can pay to the excellent work of the

Warden, the Ranger and their staff, for I can
remember the days when this was shooting

pea fowl

cannot

possession  1n

country and when peafowl were not onl}
incredibly hard to stalk but were extremely
scarce.

After breakfast Philip and Dora left for
Colombo. I went with them as far as Palatupana
to call on Mr. G. N. Q. de Silva, the Ranger-
in-charge, and Mrs. de Silva and feturned to

Yala at about 11.30. While I was away the
others organised a wip to Talagasmankada.
On their way back they visited Padikema and
were rewarded for their trouble by seeing an
elephant browsing in the jungle immediately
below the steep “rock from which there is a

YALA—MAY, 1956
beautiful view of the two Patnagala outcrops
and the coast line.

Lunch was followed by the usual siesta until
half-past three and then what a wonderful time
we had! Talk about ““ A crowded hour of
glorious life " or perhaps I should say half
hour ?

It all started oft quite tamely, as so many
exciting things do and we only noticed a few
deer and pig on Gonalabbe and the Buttuwa
plain but reaching Uraniya we saw two groups
of sambhur rtotalling sixteen (including
stags) lying out in the open.

They seemed very somnolent and lazy for
we were able to get to within about fifty yards,
or less, in the car before they showed the slightest
sign of being disturbed ancl they continued to
laze and graze while " Tiny " photographed
them to his heart’s content and I finished oft
the remaining few feet of a ciné film which
was still in the camera.

From Uraniya we moved on to Welmalkema
seeing an elephant about ten yards oft the path
on the way but he did not wait long and melted
into the jungle before we were able to take
any pictures. After visiting the rock pool we
decided to return by the same route. That is
via Syambalagaswala and Uraniya in the hope
that we might see another elephant—in due
course we did !

There were some deer out on the Urantya
plain, the sambhur having disappeared, but
as they were too far away to " shoot’” we
dLC[dt‘d to go on to Buttuwa and it was in the

“ corridor ' which connects these
that things really started to happen.

We had gone mughl\ half way when Doreen
x‘udden]) hissed Lt‘opald and, somewhat
naturally, I looked at the edge of the jungle
hoping to see it when my attention was dis-
tracted by a noise which sounded like a rush of
steam forcing its way through a safety valve
just beside the car and there was the leopard,
his face contorted in a snarl a few feet away.
Doreen maintains she could have touched him
had she opened the door, which,

three

twoO areas

somewhat
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naturally she did not do but whether she could
or not Tiny, who is 6'-4", could most cer-
tainly have done so. It was very nearly a case
of an unrehearsed version of Michela Denys’
recent book ““ Leopard in my Lap

After a few moments the leopard, who was
probably much more frightened than we were,
relaxed from his crouching position and walked
away for about twenty yards from where he sat
behind a bush and peered at us over its top.
This performance was repeated at intervals
of about a minute until he eventually decided
it was time for him to leave and as he vanished
another leopard, this time a female, in most
beautiful condition, walked out into the open
from behind a small ant hill and carefully
studied the car and its occupants.

After satisfying herself that they were harm-
less she proceeded to go through the normal
repertoire of a contented domestic cat, first
she sat down, then she stretched, washed her
face with her paws most carefully, yawned and
finally lay prone on her side but, in order to
show she was still there she kepr on waving
her tail high in the air like an animated ques-
tion mark. In between each act she appeared
to look at her audience seeking their approval !

Apparently ten minutes exhausted her routine
and though she did not actually bow, she walked
gracefully into the jungle where she doubtless
rejoined her mate and told him about the silly
clots of humans she had seen.

Resuming our journey, chattering like a lot
of magpies, we were brought to earth again by
our tracker saying ‘‘ Elephant’ in rather
apprehensive tones and there, sure enough, about
100 yards away was the same elephant which
had charged Doreen’s car three days pre-
viously.

He was standing in a strategic position round
which the road along which we had to pass
formed an arc with a radius of from 100 to
120 yards from where he was situated and we
therefore decided to have a go and see whether
we could get to the Buttuwa plain before he
had time to demonstrate.
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He let us get roughly half way round the
arc before he decided to clnrbe and chase which
he did with great resolution, trunk curled up,
ears pricked and tail erect, looking the embodi-
ment of malevolence but we were too quick
for him and reached the safety of the open
before he was able to get nearer than 20 yards
from the car. We left him a very frustrated
and disappointed animal who had obviously
decided to go into training in the hope that his
next encounter with humans would have a
happier ending from his point of view.

Our next thrill (after watching yet another
family of lapwing chicks being exhorted by
their parents to ** Lie down ' when strangers
were about) was to round a corner and almost
run over three sambhur who were lying down
ruminating by the edge of the path. The}
were as close as the first leopard and far too
close to photograph with a telephoto lens.
They were, however, most obliging for they
stayed put a minute or so before they decided
it was time to move.

Finally, and I feel I must almost head this
paragraph ' Believe 1t or Not ™ about two
hundred yards further on we saw yet another
leopard, a large male, sitting out in the open
by the edge of the jungle. He unfortunately
behaved normqll) and as soon he realised there
was a car in the ofling five strides took him into
the scrub, so we only had him in sight for,
possibly, half a minute.

By the time we got back our tongues were
wagging to an extent which must almost have
given them cramp and perhaps this was under-
standable for I have never experienced an even-
ing like this or such a wonderful half hour.
It ®as all quite incredible and I just would not
have the face to record our experiences if I had
not got four witnesses ; the three other members
of our party and the watcher, Packeer Deen,
who admitted that he, though he lives and works
in the jungle, had never seen leopards behave
like the first two we encountered. He said
we must be * Lucky ” and we all fully agree
with this verdict.
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Monday, 28th.—It was much hotter during
the night and jungle sounds in the shape of
sambhur calling and visitation by a buffalo
who made a lot of noise kept some of us awake
more than usual, so when Raman, the cook,
called us at 4 a.m. half an hour early, some
of the party claimed to be awake.

Anyhow, we were away well before 5.30
and had another lovely tour during which we
saw heaps of deer, heaps of pig, heaps of pea-
fowl and odds and ends, such as, jackals, hare,
buffalo, a number of jungle fowl and a quail
with two tiny chicks but T regret to say that,
for once, no elephants or leopmdb can be re-
corded.

Breakfast at 7 a.m. was followed by the sad
and loathsome job of packing. We were away
by 8 a.m. and made such good time that we
reached Colombo at 3.30 p.m.

THE HUNTING WASPS

It was, I think, the most wonderful trip
have ever had from the point of view of seeing
game as so much of it was really close, some-
times far too close.

Packeer Deen, the watcher, who accompanied
our party, was an extremely nice Malay, who
thawed appreciably after the first forty-eight
hours. He has very fair sight so far as spotting
game 1s concerned but is, PE‘[I)HPb rather prone
o IIT].}}_'IHL rhat Ot}](’r") hﬂvt SIIT‘lllaI }JO\VLrb 0{
jungle vision. He can Lasdy correct his fault
of not pomrmg out what is obvious to him
if he makes up his mind to draw attention to
everything which catches his eye.

For many years Yala has been my first love
so far as National Park bungalows are concerned
by virtue of its surroundings and situation.
My latest visit serves to confirm my judgment
and my choice.

The Hunting Wasps

M‘J attention was attracted to some move-
ment in the grass at the side of the path
on which I was standing. Upon taking a closer
look I was interested to see a hunting wasp
dragging the inert form of a trap-door spider.
This wasp belonged, I think, to the genus
Salius and was probably S. ceylonicus.

By C. E. NORRIS, r.Zzs.

These wasps, upon finding a trap-door spider,
sting 1t in the nerve ganglion at the back of the
head, which action does not kill the spider
but completely paralyses it so that it continues
to live long enough for the wasp’s needs. The
spider is then taken to the wasp’s already pre-
pared nest, which is situated in a small hole

Hur:tfng W:rsp
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dug in the ground. The wasp lays its eggs

(I am not sure whether more than one egg is
laid at a time) on the body of the spider so that
the larva, upon hatching, commences to feed
on the preser\cd spider. Another genus of
wasp—Pompilus—also provides ledtr‘i for its
broods whilst others, who nest in trees provide
cockroaches and, the genus Larridae take crickets.
The Mason or Solitary wasp, of the genus
Eumenes, prondea succulent caterpillars which 1t
cements up in the very skilfully made mud
nest.

The Salius, whilst dragging the spider, pro-
gressed backwards through the grass and over
some quite formidable OL'}bTaClE‘b. Although the
wasp was engrossed 1n 1ts task, I was struck by
the somewhat aimless and unnecessary labour
it seemed to perform. Every now and again
it left the splder and rushed around obviously
looking for its nesting hole which it did not
seem to be able to locate. Twice when left,
the spider was very quickly set upon by some
black ants ; the wasp, upon its return, dealt
with the ants in a peremptory manner giving
them a severe nip and throwing them aside.
Whenever the wasp took hold of the spider
it invariably coiled its antenae as though to
keep these delicate organs out of harm’s way.
Once the Salius dragged 1its prey up the vertical
face of the roadside bank, which must have
needed considerable strength as, I am sure, the
spider was much heavier than the wasp. This
action was apparenti.y quite atmless, as 1t 1mme-
diately took it down into the drain again.
The spider was then dragged under some dead
branches where, possibly, the wasp’s nest might
have been situated.

The presence of a trap-door spider intrigued
me as I have not come across them at Namunu-
kula. Their presence may be disclosed by
their abandoned homes with the trap-door
hanging loosely on its hinges. Although I have
kept a close watch on moss covered banks, so
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far I have been unlucky in finding any of these
spiders.

Recently 1 saw a species of Pomprlus chasing
a cockroach but it was not lucky in securing it,
as the cockroach managed to make good its
escape before the wasp was able to drive home
its deadly sting.

The much-feared Hornet, of the genus Vespa,
is a great hunter and, I am sure, helps the
uruultmlst more than is realised by taking
caterpillars. T have often seen them unefulh
searching albizzia foliage for the caterpillar of
the Eurema butterfly, which can cause so much
damage to young albizzias. The hornet 1s also
a scavenger as it will be found feeding on the
dead bodies of animals. Their huge paprer-
mache nests are to be avoided as the owners will
ferociously defend them. The hornet is not
popular with bee-keepers owing to its habit of
preying upon these useful, hardwml\mg insects.
I have seen bees bemg taken from the landing
board of a hive. In January this year I came
ACross some Six huge nests, situated 1n trees
growing beside e Menik Ganga in the Ruhuna
National Park, all these nests were occupied
by what appeared to be thriving colonies of
hornets. In June I again visited this area and
was surprised to see all these nests abandoned
and falling into disrepair.

Does this mean the hornet, like the bambara
(Apis dorsata), carries out a local, seasonal
nugumon’ The National Park was very dry
and it would have appeared unsuitable for cater-
pillars owing to the lack of young foliage ; so
I am inclined to think the ]10rnet5 had left for
areas in which they could obtain a living. I am
hoping to wisit this same place during the
ceming North-East Monsoon to find out if
these nests will be re-occupied and repaired.

The observation of wasps can be most inter-
esting, and I have heard of an entomologist
who used them to supply him with a rare
species of cricket, which he procured by robbing
thetr nests !
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North to India:

EGEND has it that Adam and Eve came
to Ceylon for their honeymoon and crossed
from India by way of the chain of coral islets
which link the Island to the continent of Asia.
Whether or not our first ancestors discovered
Eden in the tick-infested jum‘]eq of Lanka 1s
open to speculation but there is ample testi-
mony as to the great age and populant) of this
approach. Rama, Prince of India, is said to
have ordered Hanuman, the monkey God, to
build these stepping stones so that he could
pursue and recapture his beautiful wife, Siva,
who had been abducted and carried to Ceylon
by the qiant Ravenna. I reversed the route as
the starting point for a sporting holiday 1in
South India, but, lacking both Eve and a 'God
to pave the way, I settled for the company of
Commander Selwyn Graham, my Naval At-
tache, and the locomotion of my Mercedes Benz
piloted by my chauffeur Ernest Kotelawala.

My objectives were to shoot a Bison, the
Indian cousin of the Sladang that I bagged
twenty-one years ago in the Empire of Annam
in what was then French Indo-China ; to have
a day with the Oot) one of the last packs of
foxhounds hunting in India; to fish for trout
in the Nilgiri Hills ; to observe the rich bird
life of the Deccan; to secure a pair of Raiza
Asils, and generally to enjoy the people, climate
and scenery of the great states of Madras and
Mysore.

His Highness the Maharaja of Mysore, the
Master of the Ooty Hunt and others. I am
also grateful to my ‘friend, B. N. Chakravarty,
High Commissioner for India in Ceylon, for
arranging my various permits ; Madras state is
dry, and, in addition to spirited liquors, we
carried enough rifles and ammunition to starc
a small revolution. .

The Nilgiris

At Avanshi, a dusty litctle town, we first
saw the hills. Looming purple rhlouhh the
heat haze, they dominated the horizon in the
overpowering way that mountains dominate

I could not have achieved some of
these aims if it were not for the generosity of

A Sporting Odyssey

By PHILIP K. (RO\\’

the flat lands. And these hills are no ordinary
hills ; they are part of the Western Ghats,
the famous range known as the Nilgiri Hills,
which culminate in the two great peaks of
Sispara (8,096 feet) and Nilgiri (8,118 feet)

and encompass 937 square miles of lughlands
Bounded on the north by the state of Mysore
and on the south and west by the plain of
Malabar from which we came, they are the
setting of four hill stations to w ‘hich fortunate
pt,ople flee from the heat of the plains. In
addition to Qotacamund, which lies at an eleva-
tion of 7,500 feet above sea-level, there are
the stations of Coonoor, Wellington and Korta-
girt. Named after “mund ', a word of the
aboriginal hill tribe of Todaa meaning land,
Qotacamund was settled by Mr. ‘uul[:van, a
collector of Coimbatore, who purchased land
from the Todas in 1820 and built Stonehouse,
the first European house in the Nilgiris.

The Qoty Club, which was founded in 1304,
ts a fitting monument to the sporting life of the
Nilgiris. On its walls hang the trophies and
phorogaphx of many a tiumph with hound
and rifle. The framed photographs of masters
of the Oots Hunt, the masks of jackals, and the
heads and skins of the greater fauna make
fa:,umum, looking for any sportsman. There
is a tiger killed far above the jungles where
tiger should normally roam, hill leopard, Nil-
girt wild goar and some immense sambhur
heads. In the bar, hung boards on which are
engraved the names of the winners of the races
and the masters of the O.H.

My mamn purpose in going to Qoty was to
have a day’s hunting with the Ooty hounds
and the first person we had the plt,asme of
meeting the evening we arrived was Gerald
Simpson, the master, and his wife. Simpson
ts a brother of General Sir Francis Simpson of
World War II. We had corresponded and he
had generously offered to arrange to have me
mounted as well as show me his hounds and the
country. A lithe, kindly gentleman in his early
fifries, \lmpbml rides at 125 pounda and has
been hunting for most of his life in India.
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He 1s one of the managers of the Bombay
Burma Corporation, the famous company that
was responsible for bringing Burma into the
Empire. King Thebaw and the company’s
ofhicers did not see eye to eye over the teak
forests. He also told me that Colonel Wil-
liams, author of Elephant Bill, used to work
for Bombay Burma, whose foreign holdings
now consist of tea and coffee plantations in the
Nilgiris and teak forests in Borneo.

Ooty is a favourite retiring place for elderly
British sportsmen and among those I had the
pleasure of meeting and talking with was Dr.
Willoughby-Grant, a seventy-four year old
physu.lan who has bagged e\erythmé there 1s
to bag in the Nilgiris and is stll at ic. He
has shot many of the rare Nilgirt ibex, or wild
goat, and told me that due to their cunning
there 1s little possibility of them being exter-
minated. He had recently seen a herd of more
than sixty. The law allows a sportsman to
shoot only one male per year and it must be
a ram with a white saddle on its back. This
coloration appears only in the old rams and
can be seen from great distances. The record
head 1s about 16 inches. The good Doctor
said a tiger had killed a buftalo the previous
day 1n a nearby valley and that I was welcome
to shoot it. However, with both hunting and
trout fishing on the Ooty schedule I passed up
the pussy cat.

We also talked with Lt.-Col. E. C. Pythian-
Adams, another noted sportsman in his middle
seventies. We found the Colonel at his cot-
tage from whose garden he can see more than
a hundred miles over the country he knows
so well. And what a museum his cottage is.
No less than five tiger skins adorn the walls
of the living room while all the furniture is
covered with leopard skins. Ruddy-faced and
jovial the Colonel said he goes out seldom now-
adays and spends a lot of his time writing.
He is the author of a history of the Madras
Regiment with which he served many years
and of numerous hunting tales for the Journal

280

of the Bombay Natural History Soctety. He 1s
also honorary superintendent of the Nilgiri
Game Association.

Speaking of the present shooting prospects
in the Nilgiris, the Colonel said that he made
a census of the ibex last year and estimated
that there are at least 450 still in the hills ;
his watchers actually counted more than 300.
The sambhur have suffered greatly from poach-
ing by estate coolies who run them with pie
dogs and then do them in with spears. In the
high ranges above Sispara Pass, however, good
heads can still be found but it takes a deal of
stalking and walking to get at them. Jungle
sheep or barking deer are still holding their
own and wild pig, even though ITIBILIILbe}
hunted still survive in fair quantities. A few
tiger climb to the high country and a nine-
footer was killed near Ooty while we were
there. Hill leopard are indigenous and often
snatch the local dogs.

The best shooting is down at the 3,000 foot
level where goodebison heads can still be found.
The Colonel’s shikari recently saw a bull
with a 36-inch horn Spread at the foot of Sigur
Ghat, the hill on which the Colonel lives.
Spotted deer are plentiful and heads of 38
inches can be had. There are also tiger, leopard
and increasingly large herds of elephant. Only
rogues can be shot and the Colonel killed a
big tusker with half a dozen lives to his credit
several years ago.

Small game shooting on the plateau, that is
at the 7,000-foot and above level, is not specta-
cular but still provides respectable rewards for
the ardent sportsman who is willing to work
for his bags. Beats produce grey jungle fowl,
bPLlI fowl, and black neck hare, while there
are still numbers of the delicious-eating Nil-
girt wood pigeon. Snipe and woodcock can
be shot in season as can the painted bush
quail. Down below at the 3,000-foot level
there are red leg partridges, sandgrouse and
green pigeon. Peafowl are plentiful but pro-
tected as they are sacred to the Hindus. The
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Colonel knew my friend Dillon Ripley,
Yale ornithologist, who, he said, had
a study of Nilgiri birds.

The Colonel told us that the Nilgiris have
a good sanctuary, the Mudumala Wild Life
Sanctuary, which encloses 123 square miles
and adjoins the Anaikkatti area where good
open shooting is available. The Nilgiri Game
Association is the licensing authollty and main-
tains six watchers. Luckily there is now only
one road into the Anaikkatti area; and, by
pontms_, game wardens at a gate on it, poaching
is materially reduced. Men are not the only
enemies of the game. Packs of red dog still
roam the low jungles and even though there
is a bounty of 20 rupees on each head, they
sull wreak havoc among the spotted deer and
sambhur. The Colonel has two mounted heads
of red dogs which look bigger than our American
timber wolves.

Todas.—I wanted to visit a Toda village and
Simpson took us to one of their strange hamlets
of rounded thatch-covered huts with two-foot
high doors. A white-haired chief, looking like
a prophet from the Old Testament, was seated
in the sun communing with his buffalo. The
Todas revere their buftaloes, believing that the
great grey beasts belong to their god, On, and
that they, the Todas, are simply put on earth
to tend the god’s cattle. The old man
not averse to having his picrure taken but did
not smile; he simply gathered around him
his long white robe, worked with curious
designs, and looked sadly away. The Todas
are a dying race. In 1900 there were said to
be 2,000 of them and now there are said to
be less than s500. Inbreeding, disease and the
weariness that affects all ancient peoples are
given by the anthropolo ists as the causes for
their ¢ gradual extinction.

In the low entrance to one of the huts sat
a young woman whose shoulders and arms were
tatooed with blue designs and whose long black
hair was curled at the ends like that of Greek
tragic actress. This girl was also sad and shy

was
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and soon withdrew to the dark shadows of her
hut. The Todas practice pol)mdr} and one
woman can marry any number of brothers.
There were a few children in the village—all
with the resigned far away look of the parents.

The temples are called Pohs and the Todas
believe that in the beginning On created
buffaloes and, holding to the tail of the last
one he made, was a man. When a Toda dies,
wild buffaloes are captured in the jungles and
sacrificed by having their throats cut, bur when
a chief dies a buffalo is driven between two lines
of Todas and forced to leap off the precipice
of Mukatu Peak. On this buffalo with the
chief ride to heaven. Only the priests are
allowed to make butter, and, as the Todas
are strict vegetarians, it gives the holy ones
quite a temporal hold on their flocks.

No one knows where the Todas came from.
Neither their language nor their religion nor
their appearance bears any resemblance to the
local tribes of Malabar. Some anthropologists
think they might be the lost tribes of Israel
and certainly there is a biblical cast to the
long sad faces. Others think they are an
ancient aboriginal race of India. Their own
legends say that they have always lived in the
hlEh dO“’]'l LOU.ntr\ Of the 7\\1[11%11'113 :l.nd l"he‘
legends of the vassal tribe, which lives in the
foothills of the Nilgiris, and furnishes musicians
for the cremation ceremontes of the Todas,
say the same thing.

Ooty Hunt.—Seven miles from Ooty lies
Wellington, the pleasant little hill station
(5,500 feet) where the Indian Government has
builc 1its staft college. The Commandant,
Major-General P. S. Gyani, kindly invited us
for tea. A rtall good-looking Sikh, the general
and his handsome wife are both keen members
of the Ooty Hunt. If it were not for the
twenty-odd horses that the General maintains

for his ofhcers, the Hunt would probabl)-'
have to fold up. I gmtefull}' accepted the
General’s offer of a mount for the following

day’s hunt.
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Briar,
from

Hounds met at seven-thirty at West
seven out on the Mysore Road
Qoty. A grey mist swirled over the downs and
[ was sttongl} reminded, of other misty hunt-
Ing mornings ; of meets on the moors of Nan-
cucket Island off Massachusetts, when Becky
Trimpi, the master, cast into the
bracken and they went away like smoke across
the moors ; of meets on the downs in Devon
when the stag hounds ran like ghosts through
the fog and 1t needed the best hunter in England
o bta} \'\'lth [11131]].

We were first to the meet and greeted Bahu

Lal, the huntsman, when he arrived with nine
couple and a very level workmanlike pack they
were. | was particularly struck with Drummer,
a big powerful dog hound, imported from
The Hampshne in England, and also liked
Countess, a nice little lemon and white bicch.
Then came Rasundram, the terrier man, armed
with a spade and clad appropriately in a faded
pink coat. At his heels trotted the hunt
terriers, Whiskey and Brindle. The
all except a few of which were from the Staff
College, were ridden by red-turbaned syces,
or grooms. Australian whalers and country-
breds predominated but Miss Scort, the lone
lady member out, had a thoroughbred
mare. | was PlC&th when I saw my horse,
a big weight-carrying grey named Jutland who
later ]uszlhed his name. Then came the master
in pink and General Gyani m ratcatcher and
topee. The field included a dozen ofhcers
from the Staft College and the syces with second
horses.

Ve left the road and jogged over the springy
turf of the moors, with hounds clustered around
Bahu Lal and the field spread out
The going on the hills is perfect but in between
these rounded giants run boggy streams and
there 1s no surer way to come a cropper with
the Qoty than to take one’s own line between
the hills. One must proceed by the crossings,
carefully constructed stone-mlaid trails, and if
one can’t find these legitimate passages the wise
thing to do is to search further.

miles

hounds

horses,

nice

behind.

2382

[t takes a well-bred and careful horse to
negotiate the Nilgiri Hills and before
crossed many hog backs and their intervening
bogs, T knew I was lucky to be astride Jut land.
He galloped hard on the turf but slowed to
a prudent trot on the stony ridges and pro-
ceeded dead slow across the muddy waters of
the streams. I think he knew he was carrying
185 unfit pounds at an altitiude of nearly
8,000 feet.

Hounds found in a nullah on the far side
of One Tree Hill and Bahu Lal doubled his
horn as they went away with a grand burst of
music toward Victory Hill. T gathered Jut-
land and let him run for a mile or two before
I realized that I was not as young as I should
be and pulled him protesting to a walk. From
then on I saw the hunt from the hilltops and
enjoyed it almost as much as I used to in the
old days when hunting meant gallop and more
gallop. On the side of a blue lake, which
might have been sent to India direct from the
English Fells, hounds killed and broke up
their jackal in #ine style. As hounds ran the
distance covered—Mount  Marjy, Kabbliod
Stream, Armistice Ridge—was about five miles
and the elapsed rtime fifty minutes. The
master kindly gave me the ‘mask which was
du]} forwarded to Van Ingen and Van Ingen
in Mysore for mounting.

Riding home behind the tired pack we passed
a herd of long-horned buffalo and I was told
that they were the wild stock beloved of the
Todas. Single bulls are dangerous and have
been known to charge anyone, including the
hunt members who invade their chill uplands.

At a delicious lunch given us by the master
agd Mrs. Simpson I learned something of the
history of The Ooty. Faded records of 1835
reveal that ofhcers of the British regiments
stationed 1n Madras and Malabar used to hunt
sambhur with a pack of " capital hounds round
about Oot}-'."' but it was not till 1845 that the
pack was organized as a pukka hunt. The first
recorded master was Lieutenant T. Peyton who
reigned from 1845 to 1850. The

we
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hunted runs to about 6o square miles with
an average elevation of 7,600 feet above sea-
level. The covers, consisting of natural jungle
or plantations of eucalyptus, are called " sho-
las 7’ and harbour a great number of jackals.
Blank days, in fact, are unheard of but hounds
have, like all hounds; occasionally run riot on
other game. In 1944 the pack killed a leopard,
a feat which was duly reported in The Field, and
there are recorded instances where junt&le sheep,
hyena, tiger cats, civet cats, and pie dogs have
furnished sport. A young sambhur stag 1s
Lepr in kennels, however, and the present paLL
is very steady to deer.

Trout Fishing.— Hunting was not the only
reason that we went to Ooty ; trout fishing was
also a strong incentive, and as he does not fish,
the master gave us an introduction to Sir Vere
Mockertt, retired judge of the Supreme Court
of Madras, and a keen fisherman. Sir Vere
most Lmdl} invited us for a da} hshmg with
him on the Avalanche, one of the most beautiful
rivers 1n India, which derivé® its name from
the great landslide which scared the hillside
about the time the first shanties were being
built in Ooty.  Skene Dhu, writing thirty years
ago, remarked on the beauty of the Avalanche
\’al]t.) saying : “* let us hope that it will ever
remain impossible to get a motor into that
peaceful valley‘ but perhaps when 1its streams
are full of two pound trout even the present
hurrying generation will consider 1t worth
while to make the expedition even though they
cannot do it at twenty miles an hour.’

The road to the Valley has not noticeably
improved, and even though we did drive there,
we made slow gomng of it before we bucked
down into the Emerald Valley and thence over
another low range into that of the Avalanche.
The River, running gin-clear between low grass
covered banks, is a trout fisherman’s dream.
There are no over-hanging branches to lose
flies on and no muddy banks to dirty the stream.

Tying on a Cocky-bondu onto a 3 > leader,
I followed Kani-muttu, my old Tamil gillie
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down from the ford to where the stream bend
and a lovely pool reflected the rocky peak of
Telcundu and the white clouds above it. Then
casting just below the far bank where Kani-
muttu indicated T drew in my fly slowly and
hooked a nice ten-inch rainbow which put on
a series of aerial acrobatics that eventually
ained it its freedom. Later in a long clear
run I hooked another gOOL‘[ fish and by dint of
careful playing brouohr it to the bank where
Kani-Muttu skilfully 11ett¢,d it.

As we progressed down stream we en-
countered a great herd of buffalo whose
intrigued me. There were old scarred bulls
\Vlrh great sweeping horns whose points could
impale a leopard ; meek looking cows whose
horns drooped till they formed a sort of snood
around their heads, and buffaloes of
minate sex with one horn pointing skywards
and one PO]Iltlng to the grave. Then, mundnu
a curve in the river, I saw two shrouded th[It"\
lying side by side on the hillsside. Their long
white cloaks were drawn over their heads and
they looked like ready for burying.
A small brown dog stood silent and immobile
guard above them. Kani-muttu sard the}' were
Toda herders ** guarding their buffaloes.”

I caught another half dozen trout and rested
by the side of the stream while Kani-muttu
told me of his life as a shikari. He was forty-
four but looked much older and said he had
been guiding sahibs for the past r\\'enr}'—c‘ight
years. He pointed up to Telacundu and said
that nine years ago he guided a sahib to within
fifteen feet of a ten-foor tiger which lived on
the peak. The tiger was asleep, having gorged
on a fat buffalo, and the sahib was jubilant.
Then the nightmare of
happened :

1
norns

indeter-

CO]'PSCS

all big Cf;lmé hunters
the gun jammed. Rtngarmo slowly
out of ear shot both the sahib and Kani-muttu
tried to extract the jammed cartridge  with
knives but to no avail ; the gun was useless and
the tiger, protected b\ the god of the peak,
slepton undisturbed. A Thonth Tater the sahib shot
the tiger from nearly four hundred yards distance.

At noon we. retraced our steps up river and

I
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joined Sir Vere and Selwyn for the excellent
lunch which the former had provided. Beef-
steaks, salad, potatoes, sandwiches, sweets and
beer soon vanished leaving scarcely a bite for
poor Thuniper, Sir Vere's Springer Spantel.
The total bag was eighteen trout and Selwyn
who had never had a trout rod in his hands
before, accounted for six. In addition Sir
Vere had the shikaris collect a pail of big brown
beetles which he said the mahseer of the Pykara
River were unable to resist. Mahseer of the
Nilgirt rivers are not big—the average run less
than five pounds—but very sporting and Sir
Vere said they invariably broke the light traces
that he was forced to use due to the clarity of
the water. Like their giant cousins of the
Mysore rivers, the hill mahseer are shy and
can’t be tempted on coarse tackle.

Introduction of trout into the streams of the
Nilgiris was a hazardous business. Back in the
1860s a Scotsman named Mclver 1mported
about a dozen trout from Scotland which by
some miracle survived the journey and later
spawned. According to Skene Dhu's good
book, The Angler in Indm these came-over-with-
the-Mayflower trout could not go the course,
and, even though their fry were put in some of
the local rivers, they did not survive. Subse-
quent attempts to get trout started were just
as ill-fated. One lot of ova was frozen to
death in the refrigerator of the steamer they
came on ; another arrived in the middle of the
hot weather and roasted to death ; while a third
was sent up from the low-country in a motor
car, got curvature of the spine from the vibra-
tion, and died in infancy.

Finally in 1906 the disheartened fishermen
of the Nilgiris decided that the government
might help and an approach to Sir Arthur
Lawley, Governor of Madras, resulted in the
Crown taking over and the retention of H. C.
Wilson of Ceylon as the pisciculturise. Mr.
Wilson soon had trout culture in the Nilgiris
on a firm footing. He built a hatchery on
the Avalanche River and then proceeded to
import trout from both Ceylon and New Zea-
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land. By 1911 fishing was well established and
299 fish over twelve inches were caught.

Trout fishing in the Nilgiris today comes
under the auspices of the Nilgiri Game Asso-
ciation and licenses can be purchased at the
Ooty Club. Poaching and poisoning of trout,
which is causing so much trouble for the
Ceylon Fishing Club, is not so blatant in the
Nilgiris. The Todas eat nothing but vege-
ableq and the estate labourers do not use potson

r dynamite. Favourite fishing waters include
the Avalanche, Krurmund, Billithadahalla,
Bhavani Pusha, Emerald Valley, Mehaod, Par-
sons Valley and two lakes in one of which, the
Mukurti, trout up to five pounds have been
taken by spinning. Killing flies including the
Zulu, COLL) -bandu, Pettr Ross, Invictor,
March Group, Greenwells Glory and Wickhams
Fancy. Unlike the Ceylon streams where only
wet-fly fishing produces anything, both dry
and wet flies are effective in the Nilgiris. Nor
are the Nilgirt trout fussy as to the components
of their flies. Sir Vere has a big brown fly
tied from Thumtper's hair, which he made to
resemble the beetles that prove so enticing to
the big local trout as well as the mahseer.

Trout fishing is available in other places
along the Western Ghats. 1 believe some of
the rainbows which were introduced into these
ghat rivers came from Ceylon and were originally
imported from the Shasta River of California.
Early accounts of fishing in the Ceylon rivers
claim that ova from the Nuwara Eliya hatchery
were sent to these streams as well as to those
of Kashmir and the Kulu valley of North
India.

Despxte its sporting possibilities Ooty has
ag air of departed glory. Only about a dozen
Englishmen still live permanently in the resort
and the number of planters in the surrounding
district 1s decreasing. The grass is uncut in
the courtyards of some of the palaces of the
maharajas and even His Excellency, the Gov-
ernor of Madras, only comes up‘to the Raj
Bhavan for a short time during the summer.
The days when Ooty was the gayest hill station
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in South India seem a thing of the past.

Even understanding of the lares and penates
of the old days seems to be lacking. A fresh
young thing from England dined recently in
the Ooty Club dining room, where the pictures
of the Masters adorn the walls, and remarked
that she had never seen so many " jockeys."’
Compounding the sin she asked who the * one-
legged jockey was.”” She was referring to a
lad}-’ ]umting side saddle.

But there is still spunk in the old guard of
Ooty. When Khrushchev and Bulganin went
there last year the servant of one of the members
of the hunt asked her mistress if she could have
time oft to go and see the " Russian Ra]ras.”
Her mistress, who was our friend Miss Scort,
explained that the men in whose honour all
the tamasha was to be held were not rajas but

killers of rajas and told how the Maharaja of

all the Russians, the Maharani, and even the
Yuveraj had been murdered by these same men.
The servant spat and went to see her relacives
which was just as well as the Russian emissaries
did not turn up at the publicg celebration pre-
pared in thetr honour.

Mysore.

Later we drove to Mysore and proceeded to
Government House where we were to stay as
guests of His Highness, the Maharaja. Both
His Highness and Mr. Darashah, the Private
Secretary, were in Bangalore on state business
but we were received most cordially by Mr.
Watsa, the manager of the Government Guest
Houses, and escorted to the Staff Quarters,

a comfortable bungalow next to the palace of

the Maharaja's mother. After my usual after-
noon nap, . Wartsa took us for a tour of the
City, wlngh has been well named the garden
city of India : broad clean streets, starely public
bmldméb numerous parks and flower beds.

It was the time of a local festival and all
the children and many adults were flying
gorgeously festooned kites. There were few
automobiles but many tongas, pony-drawn two-
wheeled carts. T saw no slums comparable to

A SPORTING ODYSSEY

those of most Indian cities and there was a
conspicuous absence of beggars.

As twilight fell we drove up Chamundi Hill,
takes its name from the Goddess Kali,
and watched the

Also

which
the special diety of Mysore,
lights of the city twinkle far below us.
on the hill is a wvast stone statue of Nandi,
the sacred bull, for all 1ts
great size 1s docile and contented.

But there 1s in Mysore City a place that
attracted us more than palaces or temples.
I refer to the workshop of the Van Ingen
Brothers, artists in taxidermy. In my humble
opinion there are three ()th*-[&ndlng‘ exponents
of the art of ‘wt[fIHU up the skins and heads of
big game ; Jonas erlum of New York, Row-
land Ward of London and Van Ingen of
Mysore. All three firms have done work for
me at one time or another but it had never
before been my privilege to visit a workshop.
There are rh]te Van Ingens in the firm which
was begun by therr father, Eugene Van Ingen,
and two of them, Jourbert and Botha Van
Ingen, were on hand when we called, and took
us on a tour of mspection.  We tigers
mounted in toto, ten-foot ones looked
alive enough to spring ; a bison,
recently shot 1 by the Shah of Persia, also being
mounted \\-]101(‘, and hundreds of antlered
heads of sambhur, spotted . deer, Himalayan
bear and leopard.

There is a unique collection of the skulls of
tigers which illustrate the amazing abilicy of
the great cats to survive gun wounds. In some
cases the entire lower jaws had been shot away,
but the wound healed and the tiger, unable to
chew his natural turned man-eater.
There are skulls with three and four bullet
holes in them proving that the tiger survived
even though some of the bullets were lodged
in the casing of the brain itself. In another
was imbedded the tine of a sambhut’ S

whose cxpression

saw
that
Iﬂdﬂnlfkdh

game,

antler.
All the Van Ingens are keen fishermen and
De Witt i 1948 caught the record Mahseer,
a 120-pound monster, of which he made a
plaster mould. Mounted on a board are the

3
};\;
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jaws of hundreds of these fine sporting fish
which the brothers have caught.

Botha Van and his attractive wife,
Barbara, who is the daughter of the late Robert
Flaherty, producer of I:lcph.mr Boy, invited
us for dinner. Also present was M. A. Muthan-
na, Chiet Conservator of the Mysore Forests,
and in that capacity also Ieaponslblc for game
ptomu:on He told me that 18 per cent. of
Mysore’s 32,000 square miles are forest areas.
Interested 1n all forms of conservation, Mu-
thanna has been to America and many Euro-
pean countries sur\‘eying various methods of
protecting natural resources

Dalabhah called on us and
appointment with the Maharaja.
ten the following morning we

Inm n

arranged an

Prompr[}f at
presented our-
selves at the palace and were conducted by the
Secretary, now impressively arrayed in his court
costume, to the audience room where Major-
General, His Highness, Sir Sri Jaya Chama-
rajendra Wadiyar Bahadur, received us most
C()l‘dla]l) I thanked him for generosity
1m l[_l\’ltll"l"s us to Vl"tlt M} sore Rnd shOUt 111 h]b
forests. His Highness then mquned about my
guns and said his own favourite for dangerous
game 1s a Purdey .500 which he uses for rogue
elephant, for stalking tiger on foot and for bison.

A big man but unusually quick on his feet,
His Highness was dressed simply in a white
sherwant whose only adornment was a small
jewelled strap attached to the second button.
He was proclaimed Malmraja on the death
of his father 1940, and is of the
Wadiyar dynasty, which, according to tradition,
began in 1399 but in later years power rested
w1rl1 military adventurers such as Haider Ali
and his son, T:ppc-o Sultan, and 1t was not until
the final overthrow and death of the latter at
the battle of Seringapatam in 1799 that the
royal house was restored to authority by the
British.

Later I attended the celebration of his 37th
birthday. Not the time of parading elephants
and fireworks that it used to be, but still
sincere tribute to a man who rests securely n

lll":

in August,
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the affections of his people.

Nowadays, His Highness has little time for
sport and said he 1‘L’gl‘tl’l’€d his tnability to go
with us to the jungles. As titular head of a
state of more than million
seldom finds opportunities to
hobbies which include animal p]u)touap]]) and
well as shooting.

At the end of the which lasted
nearly an hour, the Secretary took us on a tour
of the palace, and, even though I am not usually
attracted by this type of tourism, I found the
vast Indo-Saracenic pile extremely interesting.
In the private entrance hall are selections from
His Highness' trophies including no less than
Six hugL bison mounted in toto, among which
!h the recor L-I h{—[—} IITLhEI. Thert are hﬂ ﬂ L—IO/t‘n
out-sized tigers, also fully mounted, and a pair
OF Ql'f_”lt “il(}t] be'ﬂ]'.

nine persons he

mduloe his

l"l]l_lhlL as
mtm vV ]L’\r\v

All of these trophies were
PI‘{Pal‘t‘d b) Van Ingen and certainly con-
stitute an impressive tesrimcmy to the firm’s
fine work. We viewed the Durbur Hall where
1,500 guests assemble during Dasara,
ten- da\ religious ceremony.
battle  between good and evil the
of festival for all My-

more than
the yearly
lating the
celebrations are a time
sore.

We inspected the royal stables in one of whose

Stmu-

special stalls lives the State Horse. A pure
white stallion named Jayaghava, the State
Horse has never been ridden. His function.

like that of the Srate Elephant and State Cow,
is simply to parade at Dasara time. His flow-
ing tail was tinted with the colours of the rain-
bow.

We saw the 72 royal coaches and were
especially intrigued with those conv eyances
which are meant to be pul]td by aniimals othet
tlBan horses. There is a zebra
1s stabled in the
camel carriage, the elephant
bullock carriage.

atrmoe whose
local 700, the

carriage, and the

motive power

But by far the most impressive of the State
celebrities 1s the State elephant. Ten feer tall
with a faded white forehead and shining brass-
bound ivories, this engaging pachyderm who 1s
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called Ranga 1s 56 years old and evidently thrives
on his job.

Bird Sanctuary.—Joubert Van Ingen took us
to the Palhalli Bird Sanctuary on the Cauvery
River and provided a coracle for the trip to
the islands where the birds roost. A coracle
consists of a round bamboo frame of about
five feet in diameter and perhaps eighteen
inches deep over which is stretched the skin
of two cow hides. The total weight s only
about sixty pounds and a more fragile looking
craft it would be hard to imagine, but under
the skippership of Joubert's expert boatman
it held three of us with comfort. We pad—
dled along the bank until we were opposite
the bird islands and then swung out into the
brown flood of the river and half drifred with
the current and half paddled until we reached
them. sleek head bobbed up near us and
immediately vanished. It was a big dog otter,
evidemly feedinb on the which
in turn feast on the droppings of the birds.
The low-lying islands were alivg with herons, ibis,
open—billed storks, darters, egrets, and some
I did not recognize. As we approached they
rose 1n a white cloud and I got some grand
opportunities to photograph them in colour.
Unfortunately crows had followed our approach,
and as the nesting birds left their eggs, two

these black marauders darted in and did
then’ evil work.

Crows are not the only thing the birds «
the Cau\'et) Islands have to fear. (_,I()Lodllts-
rise from the flood waters and snap the young
in the nests, and once Joubert surprised a ten-
foot python gorging on eggs.
watched b}-’ a government warden but Poaching
exists. Particularly suspect are members of the
Pardies tribe who apcuall/e in netting all types
of wild life. They usually hunt birds of the
p]ain, however, and have trained cows behind
whom they approach the partridges, quail,
jlmglt‘. fowl and ]."t‘.ﬂl‘D\&"[. Then with a dex-
terity that s born in them the}-' noose the game
bird and sell it for money. Their

Carnatic carp,

The 1slands are

own food
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consists_of rats, jackal, and other vermin that
has no value on the market. Expert in the calls
of all wild animals, the Pardie tribesmen can
call up a cock parrridge as quickly as we can
a friend.

Joubert coracle for both fishing
and duck shooting, and has a special seat made
so that he can cast and fire above the head of
his padc[lu The Cauvery used to be a great
river for mahseer and is still a fine one for carp,

cousin. D}mm[rmé
have wrought havoc

uses his

the mahseer's
and netting,
among the sporting fish, and big mahseer are
Crocodiles, hunted for their belly

also rare.

sporting
h()WEVL’]‘
now rare.
skins, are

Bison Hunt

In India roda}* there are two grand rrt)phies——
the Tiger and the Bison—and of these the
Bison is the rarest. Not only is he the finest
5pecimen of genus  Bos in the world and far
and away member of 1t, but,
blummno the haunts of man, his range
to the dense ]unolu\ of the forest clad hills.
Tiger can be found in most parts of India but
Indian Bison must have the solitude
the virgin jungles and nowadays 1s seldom seen
outside the forest belt of the Western Ghats
and the foothills of the Himalayas. Not that
the rangs of the bison 1s restricted to India
they are also found in Burma, Malaya, and Indo-
China.

The name bison is, of course, a completely
mnaccurate description, for the great bovine 1s
no relation and does
not even belong to the bisonite group, the only
eastern representative of which 1s the yak of
Tibet. His scientific name is Bos Gaurus and
it is by the name of Gaur or Sladang that he
Indo-China and Malaya. In
Mysore the Tamil name for bison is Kat yeramay
while the Kanarese call it Karti, as do the
Kurumba and Nayaka hill PLOPIL‘ The same
animal, inhabits all these Asian coun-
tries and the bull that T shot in 1935 in the
Annamite Hills was almost an exact duplicatc.

the most massive
confines

the

to the American bison

s known in

however,
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except for the colour of his coat, of the bull
I shot 1n Mysore, some thousands of miles fur-
ther west.

Standing the height of a man at the shoulders,
the bison has an extl‘aordilmril}f powm’fui neck
and shoulders—perhaps more developed than
those of any other animal except the elephant,
while along the back runs a high ridge which
serves to enhance the animal’s bulk Tht horns
are black around the base and shade into grey
at the tips; those of old bulls being chipped
and frayed by many battles. Yet the bison
carries all this weight and armour on slender-
looking legs w hich are mar vellously adopted rto
the mug‘h and forbidding terrain he inhabits.
The young bulls are dark bi own 1n colour while
the old bu]h are blackish and tend to lose their
hair. All four legs are dirty white from the
hooves to just above the knees.
the face 1s white and the insides of the ears
The
pale white, and strangest of all are
which are a cold china blue.

A good deal has been written about the fero-
city of the bison and there 1s no question but
that when wounded, the old bulls—and for
that matrer cows with calves—are about as
dangerous animals as one can meet in the jungle.
Even though weighing nearly a ton they can
deliver a formidable charge at surprising spud
I have never had a bison deliberately charge me
and the rushes of these great animals  that
I have encountered may well “have been intended
as a means of escape. Bison, however, are
quite capable of wreaking a terrible \Lﬂg(’dnkt‘
on their tormentors Indo-China 1
attended the funeral of two young American
army ofhcers, who, against the e\phut advice
of the French forest officers, went hunrmo them
with army rifles. An old sladang bull LI'I.‘ll‘gL’d
tossed both men, and then pounded them to a
bloody pulp. He even smashed the stocks of
the '-;I'll}' lictle army rifles.

It takes a powerful rifle delivering a heavy
bullet to stop the big bovines and 1 had br ought
with me my Westley Richards .42 5double which,

muzzle 1s
EVEeS
4

of young animals are \t“Ow
the

and in
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The front of

loaded with 410 grain copper-capped slow
shells, hits with a shock force of
5,010 pound feet. As a second arm I included
my Holland and Holland .375 Magnum maga-
zine rifle, which loaded with 300 grain soft
nosed bullets, delivers a shock force of 4,160
pound feet.

The bison are
and one of
survive 1n far
Ramgan Hills, SIXTy
of Mysore, where, through the kindness of His
Highness, a shoot was arranged for us. Laying
on such an expedition is not done with a wave
of the hand. P. N. Monnappa, Wild Life
Ofhicer of Mysore, was put in charge and a whole
given. In addition to the
Mercedes, transport in the form of a new jeep
station wagon was provided, and crammed
with a cook, helper, butler, cutlery,
bedding, and all the hundreds of items that
make li\'ing comfortable in the jung]t‘..

Leaving Government House after lunch we
soon turned oft ghe main Bangalore pike on to
the mud roads of the back country. It srarted
to rain and by the tume we raised the dim line
of the B@Il]gll[ Hills it was nearly twilight.
The Malmraa hunting camp 1s located 3,650
feet above bt.d—IL‘\‘ﬁI and from the porch has a

t‘,\Pdl"IbIOl'l

confined to the hill cou ntry
the areas where they su 11
numbers 1s the Belligirt

some miles southeast

series of orders

2 001\ S

glorious view of the plan of Mysore.
We turned in early with the know-
ledge that long before we woke in the
morning trackers would be out scouting

a good head. These trackers are of the Hholacra
tribe and live in the ]umﬂea where rhe}- are

employed as game wartchers and for other
forest work. Independent, lazy, and crood
natured, they often resist the government’s

efforts to educate them, pteiunnu the solitude
of their ancestral wilderness.

Soon after breakfast a Sholaga came in with
the news that an old bull had been s[ghred n
a section of the forest known as the Kethed-
verea Gudi, or small shrine to the goddess
Kethedverea, and, the jeep, we
rode to where two pad c‘]t‘l_\h;mrs were awaiting

climbing m
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us. Huge dtpendablt females, named Setha
and Radhapyara, they were said to be
\IXT) years of age and had been used for shikar
since the days of the present Maharaja’s facher.
Both elephants were under the charge of the
Jamadar of Elephants, Hyder Sherif who is the
uncle of Sabu, the hero of [:Iephanr Boy. Like
an upper berth in a sleeping coach an clcphanr
needs a ladder to be mounted and a brace
of youngsters were on hand with just such an
aid. Monnappa, my chauffeur, Ernest, and
shared Setha’s hunting howdah, a comfort-
able padded platform with a large seat forward

over

A SPORTING ODYSSEY
for the hunter and two smaller seats behind.
Sclw}_-'n. Mr. T]lippt’ﬁ\\'t‘.;]]'ﬂ}'. the forest sub-
division officer, and the Jamadar then mounted
Radhapyara and we took off into the jungle
after the two Sholaga trackers whose heads of
long black hair bobbed like corks in the green
sea 1n front of us. :

The wonderful, silent ease with which hunt-
ing elephants negotiate jungle has always been
a wonder to me. The track led snamhr up a
rocky ravine where the angle of advance was
never less than fu:r\ five dtgrms and where

the loose boulders of the hillsides were ob-

The Author and bis Bison
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scured b}-’ a dense gl‘()\-vth of bamboo. We had
proceeded for about an hour when one of the
trackers came running back and signalled to
Monnappa that the bull was just ahead. T had
already loaded my rifle and now swung the
barrel around 1mcl\, for action. The bull had
winded us, however, and even though I saw his
head, and a great head 1t was, the an-‘.ﬁle was
not right, and, before the elephant could be
manoeuvred mto a better position,
oft down the mountain.

We now settled down to tracking and relaxed
to the extent of taking pictures and enjoying
the eve 1'—C11;)11gi11g
Once we heard a peculiar sharp whining sound
that was new to me and Monnappa said 1t was
made by wild dogs, probably tracking a sambhur.
Hunting in packs these lean 1ec] hounds of
the forest are the same that }\1p]1n§.D mentions
in the Jungle Books and are just as relentless
as he depicted them. Tiger have been killed
by them.

Climbing down the other side of the big
hog-backed hill where we found the bull, we
came upon a lovely glade, shadowed by teak
and rosewood trees, in which we surprised a
herd of some thirty bison. There were cows,
calves and several young bulls but none with
worth while horns. The wind was blowing
from the herd to us and the mahouts were able
to bring the elephants close enough for some
fine pictures. The horns of the cows, while
not appreciably smaller than those of the young
bulls, were curved so that the tips tended to com-
plete a circle.

We had now been tracking the lone bull for
four hours, and, evidently tiring of climbing,
he turned toward a broad meadow whose edcrc
we were just about to emerge on, when we heard
the scream of elephant and found ourselves
facing a herd of fourteen. There were several
young tuskers, one with only one ivory, and
many females and calves. They must have
assumed that our elephants were simply carry-
ing some odd ohjects on their backs to protect
them from the sun for they paid not the slightest

he made

scenery of the high jungles.

200

attention to us. Monnappa },“l.llpO‘»t y coughed,
and swinging their trunks in the air, the bulls
took another reading of the air and decided
to move off. The herd split with half of it
decamping the very meadow where our
old bull was probably resting. Wisely pre-
ferring not to take chances, Monnappa waited
until herd had cleared the meadow and
then told the mahouts to enter it. The grass
was five feet high and effectually hid any animal
lying down in it, but scarcely had we started

nto

the

to wade across the green expanse, when three
bison bulls jumped up and started uneasily
Urging the elephants nearer we saw
that none of them carried really good trophies
and were about to leave the meadow when our
old friend the lone bull was sighted standing
in the long grass with his head and s shoulders
partly hidden by bushes. There was no mis-
taking the rake of the great horns, and, judging
where his heart should be, I fired through the
grass just below his shoulder. He went down
as it hit by an express train and even though
I followed up thg shot by several more he was
down to stay.

away.

Only then I noticed a strange thing about
him ; the colour of his coat was not black like
my sladang in Indo-China nor like the bulls
I had seen previoualy that day ; it was reddish.
M011mpp1 was also excited by this discovery
and said he had only seen four bulls of this
colour out of the hundreds in the Belligirt
preserves. He added that bulls of this tinge
were only found on the high ridges of the hills
and were referred to by the hill tribes as Yethu
Karti, or wild cattle, as distinguished from the
black bison which they call Karti,
or buftalo bison.

*When the vast chest had ceased to heave and
the blue eyes had closed we descended from the
elephants and made a close examination. Mon-
nappa said the bull was about tw enty-six years
old and in the prime of condition. His horns,
though scarred, were beautifully moulded and
massive. The width or spread was 36 inches ;

the span between the tips, 22 inches ; the girth

Yemmu
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at the base, 21 inches ; and the tip to tip across

the forehead measurement, 72 inches. His
height was five feet and nine inches. The
record head for the area is a 4351-incher shot

by His Highness in 1949 but the average head
1s only about 30 inches and the best trophies
shot by both the Shah of Iran and the King of
Nepal when they visited Mysore had the same
spread as mine. I was both pleased and proud
of my bison.

That night I woke with a start, and, going

to the window looked down ‘over the misty
]ungle. Then [ heard agaim clear and close,

the noise that had woken me ; it was the moan
of a tiger. Later elephants screamed and I
finally dr opped oft to sleep to dream of hunting
a pack of tigers from the back of a giant bison.
For some reason the tigers gave rongue like
hounds and there seemed nothmg strange in
tl—lC Fﬂct the L]U.']IIV was a \I'nall Ma]ylaﬂd T'E'd
fox. In the morning Monnappa told me that
he had also heard the tiger and that it may
have been a tigress that lives
last year killed two bholat‘as who surprised
her in her den with her cubs. The tigress did
not eat the men, al]d l"‘ nor a man-
eater.

During the hunt I marvelled at the ability of
our mounts to force a way through what
appeared to be almost impossibly dense vege-
tation. The elephants would reach up with
their trunks, seize the impeding tree, bend it
downwards, and break 1t clean off. Smaller
branches would be dealt with by the mahout
who would chop them off with his curved
knife, the reverse side of which he used freely
to thump his charge on the head when he did
not feel she was Ie‘wPOI‘IdIIl adequately
directions. Our mahouts appeared to guide
their beasts by voice, kicks their bare
toes, which hung in rope stirrups just behind
the elephant’s ears, and the aforesaid aid of
their knives and the iron ankus, or elephant
goad.

On several occasions we passed beside deep

in the area and

1'10“"6 VTS

to 411‘3

with
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pits which Monnappa satd were ele}‘-lnnr traps,
built during the old days before 1873 when
G. P. Sanderson introduced the khedda system
of capture. Monnappa, who has been in the
Forest Service for the past twenty-three years,
had been on many of the famous kheddas and
vividly described for me the last one held
this district in 1947. More 1'hm 3,000 men
were employed during the last eight days of the
drive when the wild herds were lmpoundu:l n
an area of less than six square miles and held
there temporarily by a wall of fires and humans
before being hnallv driven 1nto the kheddu
or stockade. He told of another time when
he was forced to shoot a charging bull with
buck shot at very close quarters. Nowadays
elephants captured in the khedda operations
are trained for use by the Forest Department or
sold to lumber companies. The last big My-
sore khedda was held in 1953 when 77 elephants
were captured.

A great deal has been said about the size of
elephants but T have personally never seen
an Indian or Ceylonese elephant that measured
ten feet in hei*rht and Monnappa told me the
males of the Mvaore jungles average ¢ feet
6 inches and the [tlhdlt\ a foot smaller. Both
of our hunting females, though huge ladies,
were well under feet. Male elephants
can be used for shikar but one always takes
a chance that they will be charged by a wild
bull under the mistaken illusion that a city
slicker has come to court his country harem.
As a matter of fact even the tame cows are left
out to be bred by wild-bulls. The scientific
name of the Indian elephanr 1S Elfpbas maximus
even though the Indian variety 1s considerably
smaller than his African cousin, The Tamil,
Kanarese, and Kurumba name is Ane, the same
name used by the Tamils of Ceylon. In India
almost all the males have tusks while in Lt)lon
only about ten per cent. of them grow ivory.
The females of both
Sanderson says that a
male

nine

are - tiiskless,
COw elcphant carries a
months and a

countri €5

calf twenty-two female
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eighteen months but other writers believe the
gestation period simply falls between these two
extremes.

The jungle people fear the elephant more
than any other animal. S}endmg much of
their time wandering in the forest, hunting and
looking for roots and edible bulbs, they are
frequently surprised and sometimes killed by
wild el .lenr:«. In Indo-China I was told of
an old cow, whose calf had died, who terrorized
a Moi village for six months, killing no less
than fourteen persons. Most dangerous rogues
of all are the tame elephants who escape to the
wilds in a fic of madness and, having no fear
of man, become the craftiest of killers. Vividly
describing the leu‘e of a rogue, Fletcher says :
s e uand head 1s held hlgh the trunk i
curled between the Oltall'l]ng‘ tusks ; the migln:y
bulk comes on with surprising swiftness ; the
whole performance tmpresses one with a sense
of relentless, irresistible power. Can the puny
mortal standing in the way of the on-coming
elephanr by any I."OH::I]JIIIE\ stay the tremendous
arruk

We also Pﬂb\t’d a smaller, deeper and more
recently made pit which Monnappa satd was
dtblcrned for tiger. A goat is tied so that the
tiger has to leap a low fence in order to reach it
and by so doing lands with all his wmghr on
the mmouﬂagtd lid to the pit. The pits used
to be 22 feet deep, but since a tiger succeeded
in springing out of one, the depr has been
increased to 24 feet. Once trapped, the tiger
is made to leap into a wooden cage by a process
of bmldmg up the ground under him by throw-
ing hay in the pit and then ]\eepmo out all
light except that which filters through the cage.
The tiger then springs to the light and ends up
in the Mysore zoo. ;

While the local name for tiger 1s Hull,
Karumbas and Sholagas often refer to it as
nari, meaning jackal. I understand that this
is not meant as a term of contempt burt is said
on account of superstitious fear. The liccle
Mot tribesmen with whom I hunted in Indo-
China were terrified of the tiger and called

the
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Con Cop, or Lord of the Night. They venerated
it even in death and once refused to carry a
tiger whuh I had shot even though that parti-
cular beast was a cattle killer which had been
dectmating their herds.

His Highness had generously given instruc-
tions that Selwyn was also to have a crack at
a bison and the second day in camp we mounted
our respective elephants with this purpose in
view. It had rained hard during the night and
the bison were not moving about n the ]unvbles.
Even the Sholagas had not been able to pick
up tracks, and rhe best we could do was to cruise
through the forests in the hope of locating a
herd or a lone bull.

Monnappa made every effort to see that the
hunt was a success. Relays of trackers combed
the forests and we made an early start. By nine
we were on the track of a small herd which
the Sholagas said contained two good bulls.
We trailed them, but they climbed high up
on the mountain where we could not follow.

Monnappa then decided that our best chance
was to go back go the valley where I had shot
my bull, but long before we reached this valley
it was It had started raining again and
the qmcr which always comes to “the jungles

noon.

with ram, lay heavy and sombre over the hills.
We crossed a brook, running muddy and
swollen, and were half way up the opposite
hill when a lone bull suddenly broke from a
clump of bamboo and started lumbering away.
whose elephant was ahead of mine,
double rifle and fired. The bull
staggered, fell forward, regained his feet and
lurched up the hillside. Selwyn fired
and we thought he went down for keeps, yet
such is the stamina of these great bovines that
hé rose again and turned to us perhaps with the
thought of charging his persecutors. But his
right shoulder was broken and he had been
hit by the second shot well forward in the
chest. The shock of the heavy bullets
was too much and the bison slowly crumbled

Sclw’}-'n.
raised the

again

two

ro r]—IC OI OLmd
“\tl\v\ m, who had never shot anything bigger
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than a rabbit before coming to the East, handled
my heavy rifle like a veteran and shot his bull
from a moving elephant at a distance of about
75 yards. The spread measured 32 inches and
the horns were massive and badly chipped at
the tips from fighting.

was 20 inches and the tip to tip line 171,
while the overall count across the forehead was
69 inches. The bull stood five feet seven inches
at the shoulder and his age was estimated
22 years. Nelson at Trafalgar
I 3"\6(] than Sel\\\n

hL‘ l‘"]"aL measurement

was no less

Needless to say both heads and sets of hooves
were dlspa&htd to our friends, the Van Ingens,
for mounting, while the hides were ordered
forwarded to the government tannery for pro-
Nor was the meat wasted. Two vil-
lages of harijans of the caste which is allowed
to eat cattle were summoned from the allex
and carted away every last pound of the flesh
of both bulls, a feast of at least two tons.

cessing.

Bandipur Wild Life Sanctuary Happily re
turning to camp, we paid the shykar staff, ate a
huge curry lunch, had our afternoon nap, and
took off for Bandipur, the famous game refuge
where we exchanged our rifles for cameras and
shot the game on film. The Bandipur Wild
Life Sanctuary lies some fifty miles south-
west from the Belligiri camp and consists of a

Christmas 1n

OING through a collection of old snaps
recently, I came across the one reproduced

showing three of us \lt[lng round our
camp fire one Christmas night in camp in the
Central Provinces of India.

In those days I was with the Small Arms
School at Saugor, which was right out in the
" blue ™ surrounded by hundreds of miles of
jungle. 'We had recently moved there and my

I'It'.‘l't’

CHRISTMAS IN THE JUNGLE
twenty-two mile area where absolute
S pr;)\-'idcd and a pcriphemi area of some
310 square miles where the game is protected
but the trees are harvested and the cattle are
grazed. The Forest Service bungalow where
we stayed faces the blue line of the Nilgiris,
even though the view is nothing ]zka as

sanceuary

Hnd.
dramatic as that of our previous camp, it has
charm. The altitude, about 3,500 feet 1s the
same at both camps. There 1s a wide lawn
leading up to the edge of the jungle on which
the axis deer come to graze and lick the salt
that is thoughtfully provided by Achappa, the
game ranger.

Unlike the Belligiris, where the only possible
way cover the mountamous terrain is by
elephant, the Bandipur reserve consists of an
almost flat plateau country through which wind
some ninety miles of jeepable roads. The open
park lands, dotted with dingula trees, allows
excellent vision for relatively long distances.
The animals, moreover, are as ‘?Ophl%l’lﬁ_&l’ﬁ‘d as
those of the zoo and allowed our jeep to come
close enough for good pictures. We saw four
big herds of axis deet with some really magni-
ficent stags, and a herd of some thnt\' blson

o

grazing as peacefully as cattle. The sanctuary
1s said to contain some 3,000 deer, 15,000
bison, 150 sambhur, a dozen tigers, half a

dozen panthers and 500 elephants.

the Jungle

By Ry (€ WALL
wife and I and our friend Arthur, assisted,
keen spectator, by my mother-in-law,
decided to take every advmmgt of the wonderful
opportunity to try our hands at some b]o-gamc
‘1}1001’”—10

Thue was a very good ** block " about twenty-
seven miles from Saugor. Tw enty miles along
the main road and the rest more or less %F].\IO’hl’
across country. We took this block buuem

S el
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LORIS, December, 1956

us for November and December and managed
to get out there for most week-ends as well as
for our Christmas leave which was about two
weeks.

Living in Saugor was a really grand
shikart and we took him on to help us.
knew all there was to be known about big-
game shooting, having been at nmc for
about forty years, according to his ** chits.”
It was on his recommendation that we took
that particular block. He knew it well and all
the inhabitants of the one village in it, which
we found most useful later when we wanted
men as beaters or for odd jobs. They all knew
and liked the old man and, as a l't.bl[lf. we all
got on famously.

We had three small huts erected
to form our permanent camp, so that
we should not have to bother with tents each
time we went out. These huts were perfectly
adequdte for what we wanted and did us well
all the time, but when Ma-in-law came out we
took a tent for her.

We had great fun and quite a successful time
in that block, and Christmas Day turned out
just as we had hoped it would. We had
thoroughly  reconnoitred the block by then
and knew where to find the various sorts of
antmals and how to run the beats. We kept
four of the best beats for Christmas Day and
left that part of the jungle undisturbed for some
time before. The beaters had learned what
we wanted them to do and on the day each beat
went quietly through the jungle and drove the
antmals slowly ahead and past our " machans.”’

We had decided that we would shoot only
tiger, bear or panther that day, although there
was not much likelihood of any of these appear-
ing in those particular beats. None of them
did, so we shot nothing, but had a wonderful
view of all the other animals that we
hope to see.

There were many sambhur, the hinds in a
group well ahead w1t]1 youngsters
stags with small “hends, wlll A Bie wortied
by the beat but not in the least bit frightened.

L)ld
He

the

OT48S
C?l das55

could

and young
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All were going quietly along, snifhng the air
and turning their great trumpet-li like ears back-

wards and forwards. They were always fol-
lowed, some way back, by the big stags moving
alone, also rather worried but not frig sheened.

Th(_’.' L‘hl.tal l_n(‘]\"(’t_‘] 111 T_I}ULI] [I]C same lllnll]l—lll..
[t was a wonderful sight to see all those big
deer like that in their natural
all moving quietly along unfrightened.

[t was a quar effort on the part of the beaters
that they had picked up so quickly what we
wanted them to do. To start with their idea
was to [_n'll\’.t:_' as 1]1[1{:]_] T‘l()]"-lt—’ as PO"‘;"}]'I_}]C }.1” [']1(;‘
time, with the result that if anything did come
:]10”»

surroundings,

W I_![L_]_l was Sse ldUﬂ‘! ][ was
scared to death and moving at a gallop. We
qfil(:luall‘}' Q;Ot l._hL’I_n [0 move Lll(]l']g iﬂ lil'lt\. 51()\".-"1:\'.

n I_I'I(‘ bt‘[ll"

chatting quietly among themselves and occa-
stonally tapping a tree with their axes.

Apart from several herds of sambhur and
chital, we saw a few four-horned .mtc}upe and
barking deer. Usually the first arrivals—a long
way ahead of the the peafowl.
They a[ways ma@e more noise coming through
the jungle on the dried Sal leaves, than any-
thing else. Here again, the hens and the
youngsters used to come along together in a
group ahead and the full-grown cocks—the
Clldp‘w with the hudL tails, folded down, of course,
when moving '1Iong—\-\eu always
well behind.

Jungle fowl kept to the ground as long as
they were not frightened and made an extra-
ordinary sight, h)okmg for all the world as if
the bungalow poulrrv had got loose in the
jungle. Spur fowl usually flew.
sion one

reSt—were

by themselves

On one occa-
came and PL’ILht‘Ci on one of the
SUppOrts of our machan, within two feet of
my wife’s head. He stayed there for quite
a time and qorclv tried our ability to sit still
and not have a crlab for his feet !

Small cats, mongooses, brown monkeys and
the big grey ]angoou all came along under
our machans. I will never look
that one old langoor gave me. Tlmr parruulm
machan had a xmall p‘mh of open ground i

forget the
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front of it and the langoor was crossing the
open patch at a fairly fast lope and going
below us with absolutely no idea that we were
there. Just as he got below us I could not
restst a loud hiss. The poor old chap nearly
turned himself inside out with surprise and then
gave me a really dirty look before rushing on.
We had two beats and then a wonderful
picnic lunch in a beauttful grassy glade and
then two more beats, ending up at about 5 p.m.

CHRISTMAS IN THE JUNGLE

A liccle further on we passed a sale-lick to
which most of the animals in the block came
at one time or another, as one could see by the
variety of footprints around. This was on the
edge of the thick jungle and from there to our
camp the country was much more open and the
track led along a fairly shallow, muddy, slow-

running stream with tall trees on either
bank.
There was a large collection of the small

Christmas N:’gk:‘

in nice time to pay the beaters and get back
to our camp before it got dark. A

On the way back we passed a dried-up water
channel and i the middle was a perfect tiger’s
pug-mark. He must have stepped in the mud
while it was wet, probably at the end of the
rains some months before, and when the mud
dried, the mark had remained. It was, of
course, huge, having been made 1n soft mud,
but was quite perfect.

in the Jungle

brown monke)’s in the trees on our side. When
they saw us coming along they took fright and
started jumping across the stream to the trees
on the far side. It was all right for the full-
grown ones, they managed to get across, but
the jump was too much for the smaller ones.
Several came the most imperial ** belly-flops ™
in the water and then swam like mad, but others
would not face the jump and contented them-
selves with climbing up to the tip-top branches
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of the trees they were on and
from there.

And so back to camp to tea, cleaning rifles
al'l(i gllnh. l_lﬂ.\]n@' d bﬂlh "l]-ld LI]JI“NC .1]]&.1 thIT
the first

We had asked all the beaters along for a
p’llt\. Tl]e} were sat ln Trows Jnd ]\E’n tea
and some rather rouEh looking \_’l]\u. which
seemed to be popular in spite of their appear-
ance, and cigarettes. There were abour sixty
beaters and tlm}' seemed to think i1t was fun.
We had taken a battery wireless into camp
with us and able to listen to King
George VI's Christmas broadcast while sitting
round our camp fire. The beaters could not,
of course, understand the King's speech but
we translated the gist of it into Hindustan:
for their benefit and then turned on suitable
music for them from All-India Radio, which also
appeared to be popular. When 1t got quite dark
they all pushed oft to their \1llaae with much
salaaming and plofme thanks for the party.

Ir had UIOWI‘I qultf‘ thllv ‘lnd weE \t‘r} fﬂLlL]l
appleua.red the fire of I’]le‘ft logs round which

chattering at us

peg.

were

The Knuckles

OMETIME this year, an expedition, manned
by Cey lones\, will set out to conquer
a range of hills which covers territory virtually
unknown and um\p]cn ed. Lying off Kandy,
this virgin region 1s dominated b} a curiously
familiar-shaped range of hills and hence the
name. The expedition will be organised by the
Ceylon Geographical Society and the Ce} lon
Natural History Society—and sponsored by the
Ceylon Observer. .

Some of the earliest plantations in Ceylon lie
north-east of Kandy and south-east of Matale,
north of the Teldeniya road and east of the road
to Madulkelle. Those roads run along the
trace of bridle paths the pioneer coffee-planters

296

we sat waiting for our Christmas dinner. The
dining table was in the open, close to the same
huge fire and, in due course,
In apm of our being in camp in the middle of
the jungle, it was “the any ordinary
pre-war Christmas dinner, except that we had
a pea-chick, shot by OLllbL’l\t‘w some da)s before,
instead of turkey. All the ** trimmings "~ were
there, Christmas crackers, dessert, good drink
(lots of it!) and all. Dinner ended with the
usual Christmas toasts and we then returned

dinner was served.

same as

to our chairs round the fire.

It was then that this photograph was taken.
I hd\rL’l] o .‘::J.\ that our C'OIT]]'IOILI_].[ "lrlt.-] Hllghtl\
bloated appearance is due, not entirely to too
much good food and drink, but nmmh to the
fact tlmt we had to sit absolutely still for about
three while my wife took the time
exposure—the only light for which was the camp

m lﬂl.ll’{;.b

fire and one lantern.

So ended Christmas Day. We still had several
days left of our leave and made the most of
them but that Christmas Day was, for us, the
perfect Happy Clristmas.

Wilderness

By HERBERT KEUNEMAN
In the Sunday Observer

made as they struck deeper and deeper into the
mountain country, faring Stead{"astl}' forth into
the wilderness to wrest new land from the forest.
They nothing, these nor the
wives that followed them, but the call of land

cared for men

to be opened and money to be won : neither
dxstancc nor maccewbllm daunted them,
neither loneliness nor the lack of even the most
fundamental urban facilities, neither rivers in
spate nor wild animals : all they asked was
vIrgin hillside and the climate the coffee
needed.

When coffee duappmud and tea took irts
place the process of expansion was pushed

forward. Further and further the forest was
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rolled back, and mountains and valleys that
had been untrodden by men were stripped bare
to receive mantles of a new vegetation.

But in one eminently fit area the tide of the
planters’ progress was halted. Men pushed up
to borders and turned away Yet
there was nothing in the land that made 1t un-
suitable for their purpose ; it was well watered,
well drained and virgin. But it was formidable :
it was as though the land itself turned
upon them so stern a face that hardy as they
were they had quailed and sought a kindlier
prospect. That land is the Knuckles Wilder-
ness, than which there
Ceylon.

Perhaps the Knuckles Wilderness
always so. At one period one of the great high-
of the country, that from Dambulla
o Mahi)fangana ran through Butr the road
1S quite disused now, no trace of it (I think)
remains.

No one dwells there but a few
cultivators encamped on their land, strangers
and sojourners ; the villages eof the area can
be told on the fingers, and names that appear con-
sequentially upon the map are found to refer
to a mere site rather than to a centre of human
habitation.

One such name is one called Kalupahana.
The place for sheer wildness, is one [ well
remember though it must be twenty-five years
since [ saw it. Once we had left the gansa-
bawa road at Malkirigoda Gap not far from
Iukkumbura (to w here, incidentally you
now take a bus) we saw no blg‘h[ and heard no
sound of human being for six miles. Instead,
we saw two wild things I had never seen before-
the pangolin or scaly ant-eater, and the H}'ipg

1ts ;1g;1in.

hﬂd

is no fiercer country Iin
was not
way:&

now Chf_‘l'l&

can

squirrel.
At the end of six miles we came upon a
newly-burnt chena. Some of the charred

stumps were still smoking. In the chena was
The wattle walls were still uncovered
with mud. A woman lay there on a messa of
jungle sticks, feeding her baby. The men-folk,

she said, had gone hunting. If they came back

a ]1Ll|f.
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THE KNUCKLES WILDERNESS

empty handcd L]u} must make do for another
meal with rice amu hodhi and sambol. They had
no Provisions mrh them but rice, chillies and
a handful of coconuts they picked
from a clump of nine trees that grew untended
close by. anything else they
sixteen miles to Ratrota.

It is impossible to describe the desolation of
that chena. It lay in an amphitheatre ringed
with rock. Plcﬂpuu 500 to 1,000 feet high
upheld tablelands above the steamy
jung].e below. Behind the tablelands the moun-
tains swept peaks a mile high into the cool
damp regions of the upper air; the chena was
The silence was shrill with the
oppres-

O]"IIOI'IL‘\.

For must 9o

grassy

pure inferno.
stridulation of cicadas but 1t was a vast,
sive silence nevertheless.

Yet had been The
near the chena were planted when Kalupahana

man ]'101'[3. coconutes

was the name of a frontier coffee estate. The
foundations of the bungalow sull exist; two
PUrCUPinGS hi]d d hU‘I'T'U\\' Uﬂd.t’l‘ thl—_’]'n. FUU]'
orange trees stood near by. There was even

one small patch of overgrown coffee trees that
had escaped the blight that wiped out the
p]anmrions n Ceylon.
hoped Ranmenika’s
to her safely and soon.
men like them had set out on a similar errand.
They were hunting monkeys. (Yes, indeed !
the chena dwellers eat monkeys—as you would
eat them if your body craved flesh and this was
the easiest to come by). One of them was a
seasoned and experienced chena man, the other
a young neophyte from a \llldg(‘ near Matale.
The elder man shot and killed a monI\L} It
fell on the lip of a crag of rock sixty feet high
that dropped sheer from the ledcre on “huh
they had been standing to another shelf of
]l.ll“lﬂlt, below. In attempting to retrieve fit,
the elder man slipped and fell. When his
companion reached him it was clear his back
was broken. The younger man must go for
help. Could he find the w ay ?
He was sure could. \.ou followed the
ledge on which you had been standing when

folk would return
Some years before two

men-

he
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the monkey was shot, crossed the ridge followed
the game- track that led away on the other side
e big chetu tree, scrambled down into
the gully and followed the stream that ran in it
all the way back to the chena. He was con-
fident he would not fail. He reloaded the
gun and put it in the crippled man’s hand re-
But he

assured him and hurried away. never
found the ehetu tree.
Six days later, tea-pluckers on my step-

father’s estate ran shrieking to the near-by lines
that a wild beast had attacked them. They
had seen it, they said creeping on all fours over
the ridge below which they had been \-vorking,
and when 1t saw them 1t had hurled itself to-
wards them rolling down the hillside and
uttering screams rlnt sounded like half-human
laughter. They had flung stones at it as they
ran away, and now it lay hldm in the tea.

The kangani took up his gun. The men
coolies pul\ed up pruning knives, alavangoes,
mammoties. It was a well-armed rabble that
made 1ts way to No. 4o field.

Even so, it was some time before the bravest
of them could find it in him to act upon the
suspicion that the ibberincr creature that drew
itself upright at thcn‘ appr oad1 clinging to the
trunk of a grevillea tree, and ng,hed and cried
and almost spoke words was a man. Bur it
was a man who, six days before, had set out
without arms or compass or jungle knowledge
to walk an uncharted mile through the Z\nud\les
Wilderness.

My step-father’s estate was on the milder,
softer side of this region. Even so, it was wild
country. The estate was nowhere more than
a mile wide—but for its 1,600 acres it must
needs extend over four miles down the narrow
valley. The valley began at 35,200 feet—the
hills on either side of the gap at the head climbed
a thousand feet higher ; at the lower end of
the estate the elevation had fallen to under
2,000 feet but the high hills closed it all round.
That was why the estate was called Brae.

The valley dipped right down to the Bin-
tenne forests that extended to Trincomalee.

293

Over 60 miles away, whence the Foul Point
lighthouse used to wink a friendly eye on clear
nights at the bungalow lamp. On the day of
the Japanese raid on Trincomalee, my step-
father and mother were awakened by shudder-
ing vibrations of the ground and believed at
first that they had L\pulcmcd an earthquake.

Certainly one did experience in that wild
region some of the elemental forces of nature.
In one Febr uary there were 28 inches of rain
in a single c]a} and over a hundred for the
month : the )t’ll‘ rainfall regularly approached
—and sometimes topped—250. The monsoons
funnelling up and down the valley, used to
compress themselves into howling tornadoes.
They stripped the hillsides, except in \’I—l“t)\
too steep and deep for tea, of all vegetation
they struck; so that of the 1,600
acres less than half could be maintained as a
plantation. As the wind baffled back and forth
across the valley 1t burnt the Clothing of vege-
tation on the shoulders of the hills into patches
of coarse rtussocky grass. On one memorable
night the entire  zinc roof of the bungalow ser-
vants’ quarters lifred up and flew down into
the Telgam Oya, a hundred feet below ; on an-
other scores of glass panes in the factory win-
dows burst under pressure of the wind alone.

That is the sort of violent region this is.
And this mind you, on the western side, where
the hills behind rob the south-west monsoon of
some of its fury. The eastern side is open
to the full blast of the north- easterly cyclones.
Fewer and fewer are the folk who find the
tenacity to pursue a life there. I confess that
I hardly know the eastern side at all.

The one ]oume) I have made away from the
roads that skirt it was tothe nitre caves many
yars ago. I wasa schoolboy then and the nitre
caves were a deep disappointment to me.
Without—as I have found—the least
scientific justification nitre had connected itself
in my mind with stalactites and stalagmites.

For the fairy caverns I had loné expected,
reality ,\.t.hmkcd a great infested
by incredible colonies of bats. nitre is

wherever

since

wide cave

The
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the bat dung ! The floor of the cave is spongy
with (t—but that is because the top layers are
still new. Beneath there must be upon
layer compressed as solid as stone from the
lli}lldd generations of bats that have used the

1 Ll}-' er

cave for Ifetuoe

The most outrageous challenge T ever offered
to the Knuckles region was twenty-two years
ago when with three friends I conceived the
idea of riding bicycles across the easier portions
of the country.

Our route as planned lay from Madulkelle
through the Brae and Malkirigoda Gaps 5,200
feer and 2,700 feet respectively, through Ram-
bukoluwa to Pallegama, thence to Hembarawa
and along the bank of the Mahaveli Ganga to

Yakkure and Polonnaruwa. We LO]T.IPIC.[’EC{
three laps. From Madulkelle via Cabaragalla
to Brae Bungalow was { involved
eight miles of pushing. But from Brae to
Rambukoluwa six miles, took us seven unremit-
ting hours. From Rambukoluwa to Pallegama
seven miles took us eleven hours and-a-half.

THE KNUCKLES WILDERNESS

Not even seeing, at Pallegama, for the first
time a family of otters at play seemed worth
the effort. None of us remember ever at any
other time having been so dead beat. When
they told us rhc road to Hembarawa was as
bad as that we had followed and with not a
human habitation on the way, we turned away
to Nalanda and Dambulla instead. We were
disappointed but not ashamed ; after all we
were not the first that country had licked.

What we should have had for our transport,
we afterwards, was pack-bulls—
tavalam harak. All the traders who visit the
region still use them (where the ubiquitous
buses don’t now run).

No doubt Rambukoluwa 1s ** civilised ' now ;
the buses run to within six miles of it. Doubt-
less the girls even wear jackets when they
pound paddy. I am glad to have seen such
places when they were still " unspoile.”  Bur
there must be many deep pockets still in the
Knuckles Wilderness any measure of
civilization has still far to come.

discovered

where

Dorothy Lewes

Corbett's Gap—looking over to Minneriya far beyond
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The Knuckles Expedition—August,

HE Knuckles is a lono range of hills on
the north-east of rha Kandy plateau
%trers;‘hino for nm[l\ 20 miles, mx:I\ visible

from l\and\’ Its hmhcar points are Gomb baniya
(6,248 ft.) and Knuckles | (Oy 12 fr._:
several other peaks of over 5,000 ft., Yakunge-
gala, Relagala, Aliyawetunaela, Dunbanagala . . .
This range is so effective a barrier that it

: there are

1956

By POULIER

RSOV

and refer to the area on the ‘* other’’ side as a
Another pt‘r.‘son;ﬂ factor
was that those hills prominently occupy the
distant HI\\II]‘!{ opposite my house in

boranist’s  paradise.

Kandy,
and most wanderers will Llndu\mnd the puulam

urge to climb hills which are looked at for some
time.

has Another factor was Mr. Gerald Cooray's
been crossed by motorable roads only at two remarks in his Presidential address to the
pomrs — I.A\Ts_’d]d on the north-west .md Corbet’s Ceylon Natural History Society on * the
Gap to the south-east. In between 1s vir- Geological foundations of Ceylon’s scenery.”
[Ll’{l]) unknown, une\plomd and hmnl forested He was also Honorary Secretary of the Geo-
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By coutrtesy of the Editor, Ceylon Qbserver,
The Knuckles Terrain, S/Jox\.'r'ng route taken

country with high peaks, very steep escarp-
ments and (what appear to he broad sloping
flats. The present reconnaissance expedition
will examine the southern portion of the range.

The question is often raised as to how the
idea of this expediti-on to the Knuckles first
grew. For myself it began in the 1920's;
walking on the hills. around Kandy with that
remarkable and observant tramper (if T may
call him this) Mr. Frederick Lewis, he would
more than once point to the Knuckles’ peaks

3 (@]9

by the I }aJ{H’l’.’HL‘H
graphical Society and envisaged the possibility

of such an L"\PtC‘Il’I{)I‘l Both Societies accepted

the 1dea with enthusiasm and nominated

three
nfembers each to form a Joint Planning Com-
mittee. lts first meeting was held on 5th
April, 1956, and .1ppmp[|.1rtl\ enough, Mr.

Gerald Cooray was invited to lead the ex pLd:—
tion ; eight further meetings became necessary
to attend to finance and equipment, to select
pcrsonnel and to plan in detatl the whole
operation.

&%
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Up to now visits to less known places have
been mostly the result of an individual urge ;
for the first time a pioneer spirit of high adven-
ture has been encouraged, co- ordinated and
directed into useful field work. Tt will bring
together the scientific and research talent in the
Univers‘it}' in  Government departments and
among scientifically minded lq}mm; we hope
that this will be the beginning of the formation
of many such serious-minded field groups of
scientific workers in various fields.

A team of 12 were selected, inc udmcr Botan-
ists, Zoologists, Forresters, Geologists, a Geo-
grapher and a member of the W le Life De-
partment ; they were to ‘sptl'ld about 10 days
in the area, spl[rrmo up mto small groups
with common interests and working daily
along chosen traverses, making a plellrnlnaly
study of nearly 40 square miles of one of the
most fascinating but lictle known regions of
Ceylon.

The Planning Committee and some members
of the team first examined the ‘* one mile to an
inch ” map of the area endeavouring to get
what information they could from all powb]c
sources ; then followed a close study of aerial
photographs of the area. The ultimate plan
was that ¥

(a) An advance party consisting of two separate
sections should start work on 1st August, two
weeks ahead of the main party ; they- were to
clear the main paths wide enough for carriers
to pass easily and to erect the advance camp at
}\qlupflhana. They were also to bring back a
clear 1dea of the terrain and details of likely
problems which could not be foreseen ;

(b) An aerial reconnaissance should follow
which could take with them information L()l-
lected by the advance party;

(¢) The stores and equipment should
Colombo on 14th August and the main
leave on the 15th Auoust spending the
a6 Dthtbolla Estate Bungn[ow a mile
Corbet’s Gap.

Thereafter the programme of the main
would be as follows :

leave
party
n |ghr
From

party

THE KNUCKLES EXPEDITION
Early on the 16th they leave for Base Camp
at the \’I”a}_'t of Mimure, a walk of nearly eight

miles from Corbet’'s Gap and a descent of
about 3,000 ft. They spend three days at
Mimure, making traverses to the north, south

and west.  On the 2oth they climb to advance
camp at the foot of the magnificent, isolated
peak of F\(lhl}mlmm m\ol\mor a climb of over
3,000 ft. in 4 miles. The next three days will
again be spent in making traverses, one of which,
we hope, will be to the crest of the Knuckles
range. They return on the 24th across a com-
Pal‘ari\’e]y low porint in the main range, called
Selvakande, down to Bambarella Estate, a divi-
sion of the Knuckles Group and return to
Colombo on the 25th August.

Each group will make a preliminary exami-
nation of its spcumem on the spot with such
light scientithic equipment as can be trans-
ported. A fuller and closer examination of
specimens will be carried out on return to
Colombo. Results will then be reported to
a joint meeting of the Natural History and
Geographical Societies which are sponsoring the
expedition.

You nught ask what we hope to achieve.
I have alrcadv referred to the wider (if some-
what idealistic) pmpoatq of the L\Pt‘dlf[()ﬂ n
bringing rtogether scientific and field
workers .md bmnulatmg a spirit of high
adventure. The Knuckles area i1s blank on
the geological map of the Rangala region and
blank in regard to other scientific maps  too.

]mpe to fill in some of these blanks. The
sociological study of an isolated village like
Mimure (the site of the base camp) 1s bound
to throw up in[ert“i[ing material.

The Nitre Cave area will further
study ; this 15 a region which geographers
would like to have as a Study Park and which
could possibly be included in the Proposed
National Trust.

Parc of the Knuckles area was once planted
in coffee and was not replaced with tea; the
subsequent forest growths in this once coffee

rese [ll'l..}'l

receive
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land will be of great interest.

Botanists will not only collect and identify
the types of vegetation but will also attempt
to relate them to the environment, soils and
microclimate of a particular locality.

We believe that there will be unique Oppor-
runities for the study of wild life (and bird
life in particular) undisturbed by the encroach-
ment Of marn, the gl‘&‘a[ dt‘SU‘O)-’E.‘].‘.

Knowledge might emerge on the regenera-
tion (or otherwise) of wild life which had
probably been almost shot out by coffee planters
over 75 years ago.

We may be able to reconcile the ]L)\’\'-COLII][I'}-"
devil bird with its (apparently) so different up-
country relative ; a later and more leisured
expedition may one day record on magnetic
tape the strange concatenation of sounds of this
unique bird which are so dithcult to reproduce
ialthfulh from memory.

We may add to our knowledge of that rare
and interesting bird, the broad-billed roller
and help to decide whether it 1s an occasionally
breeding visitor or a nearly extinct resident.

[ should now refer to the pcr.‘sonnel of the
expedition :—

Main Party

PG Dept. of Mineralogy.

R. A. de Rosayro, Senior Asst. Conservator of Forests,
Deputy Leader.

Dr. B. A. Abeywickrema, Senior Lecturer in Botany at
the University ; 1n charge of stores and equipment.

Cooray, G cologtst,

J. M. Henderson; Mr.

S. Sivalingam, Research Asst., Fishertes Dept., Zoo-
logist. .

Chrisr‘ophcr Wickremasinghe,
Wild Life Department.

R. Malalasekera of Aquinas, Zoologist.

Divisional Game Ranger,

Sydney  Perera, Staff of Kingswood (ﬁ.oih‘gt“ Geo-

' gr‘lnphcr.

Victor Merrit, Forester ; David Erb, Gmlogist:
of the Canadian Aerial Survey, to help interpret

aerial photogr .1ph~.
W |1\11nmn.11, ake of the
and phorog: .1}\|u'|',

Ceylon Observer, correspon dent

Advance Parf__\-'.

Allan Caldera: who led one

section of the advance party and joined the main
party.

Licut. Schokman, who led the other section of the advance
party.

Ten Ofticers and men of the Ceylon Army who assisted
both sections of the advance party in cutting a path
K‘I'ld LUI‘]\IILILI’”‘I}_\ thL 1\1\(1]1&{‘ L(Ill'IP

The P]anmm_. Committee has been greatly
encouraged by the very willing and mo:,thr
spontaneous assistance given by individuals,
organisations, ﬁrgws, the Ceylon Army, the
Royal Ceylon Air Force, the Red Cross, the
Prime Minister, the Government Agent, Kandy,
and by no means least, the Ceylon Observer
which generously solved our biggest problem—
finance.

In conclusion I would like to add that we
hope later to be able to afford the finance to
publish a full report of the work and activities
of this pioneer expedition, for which our hopes
are very high.

‘HILLS EMBOSOMING A FAIRYLAND’

KENNETH SOMANADER

ILLIAM SKEEN based his poem on

* impressions and recollections impres-

stoned L‘-y short visits made to the Knuckles
District in May, 1867, and February, 1868.’
Skeen made dml} ]orrlm_,a on the spot, intended
only for communication to a

f-(_“v\«’ I nt I marte
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writes

13 the Ceylon Observer:
friends but the notes were later made public
in the columns of the Ceylon Observer.

The first coffee estate in the Knuckles Dis-
trict was opened 1842, and the number of
coffee estates had risen to 19 by the middle of
the last century. 350 acres were then

About 4,
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were situated
oreat Knuckles

under cultivation. The estates
on the western face of the
range (highest point 6,112 feet). Their general
elevatton was about 3,500 the lowest
point being 2,700 feet and the highest 4,300 feet.
Today, the eastern and central side of the
Knuckles 1s all wild country, while the western
side has been considerably developed for tea.
Something that the proposed expedition might
look out for is the Ringing Stone, a singular
phmomtnon, a specimen of which the Knuckles
District 1s said to possess. It is a large boulder
7 teet by 6 feet by 6 feet, and stood near the
summit of the Hdg_e beside the boundary of
old Goomera Estate and old Tunisgalla Estate.
The boulder which stood on a narrow Dbase
had the peculiar property of emitting, when
struck by a hammer, a clear I‘inging note which
the faintest touch was suthcient to produce.
The boulder was surrounded by numerous
fragments of apparently similar material, but
none of them had the same property. The
local inhabitants of the area had all sorts of
traditions and stories in respece of this boulder,
which was the subject of much correspondence
in the Observer in August, 1868.
Here are a few extracts from Skeen's
on the Knuckles :

feet,

P 0€Im

Due East, majestical uprise
And spread their summits to the skies
In group that mark’d resemblance points

LOVE

To a clench’d hand’s p:o{mn’mg ;om!\
The ** Knuckles '—hills with contour omnd
E-m(ﬁomm'ng a __fd”_’ﬂ[c??lﬂ’.

Not many an island scene can vie,

Or more entrance the raptured eye,

Than that, outspread as on a map,

Bebeld from Batagalla gap,

A u]mrom expatise to view

W /m: pass d th’ ]Jigb rock that rent runs rbrox-fgb.

From this high standpoint, all around

Rise mountains buge,—drop depths profound —
Spring water-courses, streamlets brawl —

Rush oyas here,—there cascades fall.

While far away, like ribands mi

Roads o’er the hills and valley xp;m:{
And built on many d ;bmnmm spot,
The Planters’ homes the lcmdsmpr dot.

* Sermons in stones and rr-mm'ng brooks.”’
Here each may find who listening, looks.

Range of the quaint but graphic name.
District not least nor last in fmm
Mongsr those in Lanka's isle best known
For fertile soil and produce grown,—

A gem amongst the many set

In G’\fhﬁ; smemg carcanet,

I.ove

HAVE just read among the general news

in one of the papers a drama of passion,
He killed her and then he killed himself,
so he must have loved her. What matters
He or She? Their love alone matters to me,
and 1t does not interest me because it moves
or because it softens me

me or astonishes me,

By GUY DE MAUPASSANT

or makes me think, but because it recalls to
I'H\, ITUI]L-] d ]f‘n'](’”]h]_ﬂnt_e 0[ ITIV \Ollth. d bl’lanﬂe
recollection of a hunting adventure where Love
appeared to me, as thL Cross appeared to

the carly Christians, in the midst of the
heavens.
I was born with all the instincts and the

'
O
U
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senses of primitive man, rcmpcred by the
arguments and the restraints of a civilized
being. I am passionately fond of shooting,
yet the sight of the wounded animal, of the
blood on its feathers and on my hands, atfects
my heart so as almost to make it stop.

That year the cold weather set in suddenly
toward the end of autumn, and I was invited
by one of my cousins, Karl de Rauville, to go
with him and shoot ducks on the marshes, at
daybreak.

My cousin was a jolly fellow of forty, with
red hair, very stout and bearded, a country
gentleman, an amiablg semi-brute, of a happy
disposition and endowed with that Gallic wit
which makes even mediocrity agreeable. He
lived in a house, half farm-house, half chateau,
situated n a broad valley through which a river
ran. The hills right and left were covered with
woods, old manorial woods where nmgniﬁcenr
trees  still remained, and where the rarest
feathered game in that part of France was to
be found. Eagles were shot there occasionally,
and birds of passage, such as rarely venture
into our over-populated part of the country,
invariably Iighted amid these giant oaks, as
if they knew or recognised some little corner
of a primeval forest which had remained there
to serve them as a shelter during their short
nocturnal halt.

In the valley there were large meadows
watered by trenches and separated by hedges ;
then, further on, the river, which up to that
point had been kept between banks, expanded
into a vast marsh. That marsh was the best
shooting ground I ever saw. It was my cousin's
chief care, and he kepr it as a preserve. Through
the rushes that covered it, and made 1t rustling
and rough, narrow passages had been cut,
through which the flat-bottomed boats, 1m-
pelled and steered Dby poles, passed along
silently over dead water, brushing up against
the reeds and making the swifr fish take refuge
in the weeds, and the wild fowl, with their
pointed, black heads, dive suddenly.

I am passionarc[y fond of the water : of the
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sea, though 1t 1s too vast, too full of movement,
impnssibrt‘ to hold ; of the rivers wh_ich are SO
beautiful, but which pass on, and flee away ;
and above all of the marshes, where the whole
unknown existence of aquatic animals palpitates.
The marsh is an entire world in itself on the
world of earth—a different world, which has
its own life, its settled inhabitants and 1ts pass-

ing travellers, its voices, its noises, and above
all 1ts mystery. Nothing 1s more impressive,
nothing more disquieting, more terrifying occa-
sionally, than a fen. Why should a vague
terror hang over these low plains covered with
water > Is it the low rustling of the rushes,
the strange will-o’-the-wisp lights, the silence
which prevails on calm nights, the still mists
which hang over the surface like a shroud ; or
is it the almost inaudible splashing, so slight
and so gentle, yet sometimes more terrifying
than the cannons of men or the thunders of
the skies, which make these marshes resemble
countries one has dreamed of, terrible countries
holding an unknown and dangerous secret ?

No, something else belongs to it another
mystery, perhaps the mystery of the creation
itself | For was it not in stagnant and muddy
water, amid the heavy humidity of moist land
under the heat of the sun, that the first germ
of life pulsated and expanded to the day ?

I arrived at my cousin’s in the evenimng. It
was freezing hard enough to split the stones.

During dinner, in the ]arge room whose side-
boards, walls, and ceiling were covered with
stuffed birds, with wings extended or perched
which they were natled—
hawks, herons, owls, nightjars, buzzards, tier-
cels, vultures, falcons—my cousin, who, dressed
in a sealskin jackert, himself resembled some
51%‘;1ng_c animal from a cold country, told me
what preparations he had made for that same night.

We were to start at half-past three in the
morning, so as to arrive at the place which he
had chosen for our watching-place at about half-
past four. On that spot a hut had been built
of lumps of ice, so as to shelter us somewhat
from the trying wind which precedes daybreak,

on branches to
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a wind so cold as to tear the flesh like a saw,
cut it like the blade of a knife, prick it like
a pmsoncd sting, twist it like a pair of pincers,
and burn it like fire.

My cousin rubbed his hands : have never
known such a frost,”” he said, * it is ;1[1‘€3d}-'
twelve degrees below zero at six o'clock in the
evening.”’

I threw myself on to my bed immediately
after we had finished our meal, and went rto
sleep by the light of a bright fire burning in the
grate.

At three o'clock he woke me. In my turn,
[ put on a sheepskin, and found my cousin
Karl covered with a bear-skin. After having
each swallowed two cups of scalding coftee,
followed by glasses of liqueur brandy, we started
aaompamed by a gamekeeper
Plongeon and Pierrort.

From the first moment that I got outside,
I felt chilled to the very marrow. It was one
of those nights on which the earth seems dead
with cold. The becomes resisting
and palpable, such pain does ® cause ; no breath
of wind moves it, it 1s fixed and motionless,
it birtes you, pierces thmugh you, dries you,
kills the trees, the plants, the insects, the small
birds themselves, who fall from the branches
on to the hard ground, and become stift them-
selves under the grip of the cold.

The moon, which was in her last quarter and
was inclining all to one side, seemed fainting
in the midst of space, so weak that she was
unable” to wane, forced to stay up yonder,
seized and paralyzed by the severity of the
weather. She shed a cold, mournful light over
the world, that dying and wan light which she
gives us every monrln at the end of her period.

Karl and I walked side by side, our backs
bent, our hands in our pockets and our guns
under arms. Our which were
wrapped in wool so that we might be able to

walk without sllppm on the frozen
made no sound, and I looked at the
vapour which our dogs” breath made.

We were soon on the edge of the marsh, and

and our dogs,

frozen air

our boots,

river,
white

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

LOVE

entered one of the lanes of dry rushes which
ran through the low forest.
Our elbows, which touched the long, ribbon-

like leaves

[ was \L’I/LL‘I‘ as | had never been before, b) the

left a slrght noise behind us, and

powerful and singular emotion which marshes
cause 1n This one was dead, dead from
cold, since we were walking on it, in the middle
of its population of dried rushes.
SLIC{CIPHI)". at th’ turn Uf.ﬂ l’ht‘
perceived the ice-hut which had been
structed to shelter us.
had nearly an hour to wait before the wander-
ing birds would awake, I rolled myself up in
my rug in order to try and get warm. Then,
lying on my back, I lwg“m to look at the mis-
which had four horns through
the \-'ague[y transparent walls of this polar
house. But the frost of the frozen
the cold of walls, the cold from the
firmament penetrated me so terribly that I began
to cough.

me.

one of lanes,
cOn-

[ went in, and as we

b]'lZlPL‘! 1 OO0,

marshes,
l—hﬂ‘de

M}' coustn Karl became uneasy.

* No matter if we do not kill much today,”
he said : do not want you to catch cold ;
we will light a fire.”” And he told the game-
keeper to cut some rushes.

We made a pile in the middle of our hut
which had a hole in the middle of the roof
to let out the smoke, and when the red flames
rose up to the cleor, crystal blocks they began
to melt, gently, imperceptibly, as if they were
sweating. Kari, w ]10 had remained outside,
called outr to me: “ Come and look here! "

T went out of the hut and remained struck wich

astonishment.  Our hut, in the shape of a cone,
looked like an enormous diamond with a heart
of fire, which had been suddenly planted there
in the midst of the frozen water of the marsh.
And inside, we saw two fantastic forms, those of
our dogs, who were warming themselves at the fire.

But a peculiar cry, a Iosr. a wandering cry,

passed over our hmds and the lLight from our

hearth showed us the wild L‘\I‘I‘L'!H Nothing
moves one so much as the first clamour of a
life which one does not see. which passes

through the sombre air so quickly and so far

5
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first streak of a winter’s

[t seems to me, at

off, just before the
day appears on the horizon.
this glacial hour of dawn, as if that passing
cry which is carried away by the wings of a bird
is the sigh of a soul from the world !

“ Put out the fire,”” said Karl, ™ it is getting
daylight.”

The sky was, in fact, beginning to grow pale,
and the flights of ducks made long, rapid
streaks which were soon obliterated on the sky.

A stream of light burst out into the moht
Karl had fired, and the two clog» ran forward.

And then, nearly every
now I, aimed rap[dl\' as soon as the shadow of
a flying flock appeared above the rushes. And
Pierrot and Plongeon, out of breath but happy,
retrieved the bleedmg birds, whose eyes still,
occasionally, looked at us.

The sun had risen, and it was a bright day
with a blue sky, and we were thinking of taking
our departure, when two birds with extended
necks and outstretched wings glided rapidly
over our heads. 1 fired, and one of them
fell almost at my feet. It was a teal, with a
silver breast, and then, in the blue space above
me, | heard a voice, the voice of a bird. It was
a short, repeated, heart-rending lament ; and
the bird, the little animal that had been spated
began to turn round in the blue sky, over our
looking at its dead companion which

I‘l]l]]thL’ now ht"

heads,

I was holding in my hand.
Karl was on his knees, his gun to his shoulder
until 1t should l‘-c within

W.HL]“IIH it .mml}

shot. ““ You have killed the dud\ he said,
“and the drake will not fly ;1\-\-’;1)".
He certainly did not ﬂ}-’ away ; he circled

over our heads comimmH) and continued his
Never have any groans of suffering pained
as that

cries.
me so much as that desolate appeal,
lamentable reproach of this poor bird w hth
was lost in space.

Occasionally he took flight under the menace
of the gun followed his movements,
and seemed ready to continue his flight alone,
but as he could not make up his mind to this,
he returned to find his mate.

‘Lew her on the ground,”” Karl said to
me, ‘“he will come within shot by and by.’
And he did indeed come near us, Ldlﬁ‘li?Sb of
danger, infatuated by his animal love, by his

W’I'HLI]

affection for his mate, which T had just
killed.
Karl fired, and 1t was as if somebody had

cut the string which held the bird uuspended
and 1 heard
And

I saw Somethmq black descend,
the noise of a fall among the
Pierrot brought it to me.

I put them—they were already cold—into the
and I returned to Paris the

rushes.

same gamf‘-hag.
same evening.

LES CANARDS

THF first tank we visited was so gomplercl}
flooded that the water came right up into
the surrounding jungle. We left it, and made
another silent tramp of half an hour before
we came out again upon the edge of another
lictle lake with a long bund holdlng back the
water above some deserted paddy fields.

Almost at once my  wiry gutde made a set
like a pointer nosing a covey of partridges.

3 ob

I always feel blind and humble in the presence
of.me teleeLOPIL ]Lmult eyes of the \llldk‘ft’
% MWas itia deer ! I asked him.

He \\ith his hand
ground to show the size of the game, and set
off immediately along the side of the tank.
He real huntsman. The quarry was
before him, and he was goIng to stalk 1t without

made a sign near the

was a

ﬂl'l}_' sympnrh_\' FU{' my \-\'C}\kﬂt‘i\'ﬁ C‘-‘{: eye il]'lCI
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tongue. I doubled up and followed him.

He must have had the most astonishing power
of vision, for we seemed to creep on for a
quarter of a mile through the tangled bushes
that lined the side of the tank. At last I could
hear a strange rusthing sound like a thousand
paper flags stirring in the wind. It was a weird
and meaningless sound such as I had never
heard before.

The rustling grew louder every moment.

At last my guide stopped behind a small bush,
fifty yards from the edge of the water, and
his hand went up beckoning me to come to
his side.

I wriggled up, leaving a track like a large
tortoise in the wer sand.

When I came up to him and cautiously
peeped over the bushes I saw a fine sight.

Before me was a wide mud flat running out
like a spit into the tank, and on it was a great
flock of wild duck, preening, pecking, gobbling
in the mud, quacking and quarrelling, or stand-
Ing on one leg in round contentment, wich bill
on breast or neatly tucked under one wing.
The picture was like oneq of Thornburn’s
magical close-ups, in perfect setting, and come
to life before my eyes. [ could count a hundred
and fifty birds from where I lay and there must
have been at least twice as many.

It was at this point that I felt the muzzle
of a rifle placed suggestively against my ribs.
I looked up hastily expecting to see a deer
somewhere beyond the mud flar, for the idea

LES CANARDS

of shooting at the ducks had not even entered
head. But when I looked down at the
guide it was quire clear that his mind was
1'L|'1111|'ng upon curried duck, and that he had
ideas of skewering half a dozen with a rifle

my

bullet. 1 took the gun from him and, pressing
his head firmly down i the sand with the
other hand, turned to look at the ducks again.

After watching them for some time [ decided
to see how ]011g they would take to see me,
and I rose very slowly on to my knees and showed
my head and shoulders above the bushes.

There was an instant silence over the whole
mud flat. Heads shot out from under wings,
and alert litele black eyes looked around suspi-
ciously. They knew the murderous habits of
man too well. One or two birds close to me
jumped into the air, and at once the whole
cloud was on the wing, and the sky was filled
with ducks separating into their various flocks,
circling and making away. Inabout two minutes
there was nor a single duck to be seen on the
tank, or on the whole wide horizon.

I got up from the ground, and so did my guide.
He was rather cold and distant. It was not
the sand on his nose that was troubling him,
but he said: “1I showing ducks. T
shooting.  What to do ? "’

What to do indeed. T had forgotren all about
the camera, and we trudged back to the sea-
shore in the growing heat of the sun, with
nothing whatever to show for a
tramp.

Master not

ten-mile

W. T. KEBLE in Ceylon Beaten Track

International Abstracts of Biological Sciences
Honorary Editor : C. C. N. VASS, M.Sc., Ph.D., M.B.. Ch.B.
L ]
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Endocrinology, Epidemiology, Experimental
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Histology, Immunology, Microbiology, Nutri-

tion, Odonto]ogy, Para:;itolog}x Patho]og}-', Phar-
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London and New York, on a non prgﬁ?—nm&;ng basis.
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A PERFECT HEAD

By E. C. FERNANDO

Sambbur Head——Shot {1_‘.-‘ Z. Dean Ismail

ERE is a photo of a Sambhur head, Rusa

unicolor unicolor, shot at Pilmagala in the

Yala North Intermediate Zone, on about April

oth, 1950, b}' My, 7. Dean Ismail of 271,
Queen Street, Fort, Colombo.

The specimen s, I think, unique, and if not
the record for Ceylon, its equal.

Although Indian specimens carrying heads up
to 50L1 in. have been recorded, a
carrying a head of 33 in. in Ceylon 1s unique.
The measurements of Mr. Dean’s specimen

specimen

are as follows :—

Right  Left Brow tine:  Right Left
S " e =)
334 314 715
CI;]]'I‘I;IQCCI
308

Lip to tip: 34"
Girth above brow tine: Right 9" Left 9"

[ also enclose a list of Indian records from
Rowland Ward’s Record of Big ¢
may also look up l"hi“ips' “ Mammals of
Ceylon "’

Big game. You
s where he records Ce:‘.'lnn's biggest
sambhur horns as picked up in the sanctuary.

Comparing these records, I think Mr. Dean
hes been very lucky indeed. I am sure you
would like to record this in Loris.

Mr. W. W. A. Phillips comments as follows
on seeing the phnl‘o: XN hat 3 pt’rﬂ‘cr head !
[t 1s the best sambhur's head that I have
seen and equal to, if not better than, the exist-

ever

ing Ceylon record.”
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A- PERFECT HEAD

Records of Indian Sambhur (R. unicolor)

Length on Circitm- ‘
Outside | ference Lip to. | Widest Points Locality Owner
Gl above Tip Inside | ;
Brow Tine
504 74 SIS NI 313 ! Bhopal General Nawabzada Obaidula Khan
48 7 bmglc.shed g ! Khandesh R. H. Madan
Spccllllcn |
47 6 368 A ‘ 33 Central Provinces | The late J. Hall
461 63 308 | 417 343 | Khandesh Sir Duncan J. A. Campbell
463 6} 18 ‘ 29 | 3+3 | United Provinces | A. V. Willcox
461 63 | 243 30% ‘ 3+3 | Central Provinces | British Museum (Home Collection)
46 9 'i o i . ‘ Bombay and C.Ps.
i . | | Border The late C. J. Lucas
46 63 204 31 |  3+3 | Betul District
C.Ps. @, B Gox
454 7 172 | 283 343 ? Major E. R. Loder
45 78 S5zl Tl 3 343 | Mayoghur C.Ps. The late Sir John Morris
45 72 | 3 ‘ e 313 ? D_. R. Wright
444 6 26 324 343 | ? Licut.-Col. F. Jollie
4431 51 333 35% g ? | Capt. L. W. Reynolds
44% 74 .| 443 45% 3-+3 | Rangeer | Col. W. J. Morris
44 6} 204 | 353 313 | Central Provinces | Major R. A. E. Thorp
44 6% | 19 | 313 3+3 | Rewa P | H B I}’f Davies
433 3 ) s 54-4 | Betul Dis. C.Ps. C. E. Cox
43% 5L 17 22 3-+3 | Rewa Sir Percy E. Bates, Bart
433 6 22 431 313 Central Provinces | ]J. R. Becketr
43% 6 261 343 2 Central Provinces | The late Licut.-Col. C. A. Martimore
433 6% 208 294 33 ‘ Central Provinces | The late Sir Robert Hervey, Bart
3 ! 6 | 2z4i 30 343 Khandesh A. Cumine
3 ISR IS I S A 2l 2 | Capt. C. P. Graham
43 [ 78 | 143 | -25} - Kotah Rajputana | Earl of Dudley
423 sl 5226 |32} 343 ‘ Central Provinces | A. H. Pollen
423 53 22 293 34+3 | Central Provinces | Major M. O. Jephson
42} 5% 154 284 343 | Central Provinces | Lieur.-Col. R. Campbell, Heathcote
42 61 238 354 343 | ? Capt. A. H. Bm’h:_y
413 | 5% /| 1ol 23 33 ‘ Central Provinees | Col. W. F. Blaker
413 f = 2383 1 348 33 | Central Provinces | Lord Rothschild
41% 6} 252 ' 204 33 ‘ Bauda, United
: | Provinces Miss Blane
41} 73 324 | ¢ 30 43 ? Col. A. B. Souter
41 63 | 17% | 26 313 Bhopal | H.H. the Heir Apparent of Bikaner
40 5% 26} 25% EEtaes mmpnl The late Prince Sri Bijey Singhji of Bikaner
40 53 38 |  30% 343 ‘ United Ps. Major ]. G. Selby
40 53 271 303 3+3 | ? H.H. the Maharawal of Dungarpur
393 = 41} J0 513 Central Provinces | Major Hon. G. Willoughby 2
394 5% o SRR SRl I 0 | Central Provinces | H. H. the Maharajah of Bifknnrr
30t 51 42 | 43% I ais ! Bhopal H.H. the Maharajah of Bikaner
Spread 56% | .
363 6% R b 846 | Central Procinces | Hon. J. Best (see illustration, p- 20)
|| Spread 49% | ' '
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LORIS, December, 1956
Owner’s Measurements
Circum-
Lenoth on : 9
(_)‘lgl'fﬂdf j'{‘!’fﬂf{,‘ Jr!!? to 4} Ilffff Points I.G(&Ihfy Owner
above Tip Inside
Curve I
Brow Tine|
|
SR i P X Ly ==
475 = . 233 e Central Provinces | A. P. Percival
46§ | 49 - | 3+3 | Central Provinces | R. Wordsworth
46 44 Sp read | Dhar | H.H. the Mharajah of Dhar
45% o . I ; Central Provinces | Bombay National History Society
43% = 35 374 | 3+3 | Satpura Hills Major F. J. Winter |
43 6 | 31 | 203 4+3 | Surguja H.H. the Maharajah of Surguja
| I

* This is the measurement of only a portion of a Sambhur antler, and was recorded in the Journal of the Bombay

National Historical Society, iii., p- 228.
this piece of his antler.

The animal was shot by Mr. R. Gilbert in the C.Ps.,

but got away minus

Ceylon Specimens

323 | 6} | 24 26} 33
i S e e o ) R g |
N e R e I oz2¢ | 343 |
e e o T R 3k3 |
27§ | 43 173 103 ‘ 343

A. R. Hay
Lieut. -Col. G.
Earl Cairns

D. G. Brebner
H. Cq Bibby

E. Hale

Snips

Our Elephants
Elephants should be fully Protected

WO schemes have been put forward. The
first 1s for the protection of a herd in an
adequate stretch of their natural habitat. This
can only be done if the area is ideal in every
respect for the requirements of elephants. By
this, I mean that an adequate water qupplv
must be available throughout the year and suffi-
cient food of a varied nature should be eastly
available for the animals. T am given to under-
stand the Deduru Oya herd are in such an
environment, but any further opening up
this area must be stopped. Is Government
prepared to set aside this forest for the ele-
phants ?
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The other scheme of allowing elephants the
freedom of the jungle, and paying full com-
pensation for any damage caused by them to
cultivation, as long as the animals have not been
shot at, has a lot to commend it. 1 foresee
elephants being preserved only in areas which
are ;1dj1cent to the existing reserves, as their
preservation in areas undergoing cultivation will
hemm(‘ increasingly difficult unless they are
g‘[\ en some sort 0{: HanLtlldl\ 1nr0 w h[th thf_’\
can retreat.

Elephants, by nature, are wanderers, which
complicates the matter of their preservation,
but I do not think they move further than a
radius of some 50 miles from their main habitat
whilst foraging for thier food. These herds,
| am certain, have a set area in which rhey move

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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and they use roughly the same route each year.
Not enough 1s known of their movements,
which is a pity, as such information would be
of great advantage in helping to formulate
plans for providing corridors along which the
animals could move.

When assessing the damage attributed to
elephants, great care must be taken, otherwise,
the scheme may be abused. Village cattle and
buffaloes are responsible for a considerable
amount of damage for which wild animals are
blamed.

At present many elephants are shot at,
wounded and even killed before they have done
any damage. The cultivator appears to work
on the assumption that all elephanrs‘ wherever
they are, should be shot at, paying little heed
to the fact that the animal which he has pro-
bably wounded may account for the lives of his
relatives.

The elephant holds a special place in the
culture of the country. It is also given the
honour of carrying the most venerated relics
of Lord Buddha, which shguld be reason
enough for the people to accord it due respect.

C. E. NORRIS.

Namunukula.

Origin and Extinction of the Elephant

HE elephant has always aroused in man
respect and affection that no other animal

has done. Few of the larger mammals with the
exception, perhaps, of the horse, the camel
and the dog, have won higher regard from him
for native 111rel]1geme sagacity, dextellr) and
faithfulness. The living elephant today is re;
presented by only two species living in South-
East Asia and Africa, but these two are sur-
vivors of a once numerous and widely distri-
buted family, spread over most of the world,
tracing its ancestry as far back as Eocene or
late Cretaceous, measured i terms of years to
over fifty million. In India of the recent past

SNIPS
(Pliocene-Pleistocene  geological  age) there
flourished over thirty species of t.lephama com-
prising a large number of genera roaming over
the northern jungles. In the next succeeding
age these were wiped off leaving behind only
one living species” and a profusion of fossil
remains entombed the Middle and Upper
Siwalik beds in the Himalayan foothills, well-
preserved specimens of which have enriched
many of the museums of the world. Perhaps,
this sudden and drastic extinction of the
elephant population 1s to be ascribed to the
rigours of the Middle and late-Pleistocene Ice
Age of sub-Recent age, to which these large

highly organised creatures could not adapt
themselves.
Neither Ceylon, India nor South-East Asia

was the original home of the elephants. The
centre of origin of this race has been located
in Central Africa, from where in the early
Tertaries they radiated out in all d1reut|om
and spread over and peopled every country

the world, except Australia, with a wcmdertu}
proliferation of genera and species. Accord-
ing to Pilgrim, our hippopotamuses, pigs and
proboscideans entered India during the Miocene
age from Central Africa through Arabia and
Iran and thence migrated to China, Burma
and Ceylon. Thus the elephant, like the horse,
has been a world traveller. It is, however.
sad to reflect that the end of this travel is in
s‘ight within a foreseeable future : for the
surviving eltphanr species 1s slowly and ITevo-
cably passing towards extinction, as so many
of their compeers and predecessors have done.
In the present world, the ponderous  six-ton
beast, needing hundreds of pounds of food
per day, has no secure pIace in the economy of
nature against more active and more stream-
lined competitors, in this age of i increasing animal
}30})[11‘3[]0:[1 and L‘Ill—n II‘.I"\hll'lo Y ti\t I.dt[\

food su Pp l)

forest

D. N. Wabia
in Journal R.A.S. (Ceylon).
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LORIS, December, 1956
Saving the Elephant

N Parliament, last week, the Member for

Kalutara, 1r. Cholmondeley Goonewardene,
made a plea for more effective measures to be
adopted to reduce the slaughter of elephants.
He suggested that payment of full compensation
to peasants for damage done to their crops by
elephants would help to discourage them from
rushing to the use of firearms to keep away
these animals. The Warden of Wild Life, in
his administration Leport for 1955, estimated
that the total population of wild t,ll_‘pl"l’ll"l[*s had
been reduced by one-sixth in five years ! Most
of the animals are killed by peasants in defence
of their crops, which occur at the rate of one
every week and which account for 70 per cent.
of the mortality among wild elephants.

The tempmrion to the peasant to use the gun
1s great. It 1s not a pleasant thing for b
see the fruits of months of labour lost in as
many minutes when hungry elephants invade
his plantation. Mr. R. L. Arnolda, when he
was Government Agent of Barticaloa, suggested
a more generous system of compensation for
damaged crops as a means of reducing the
use of firearms against elephants. At present,
compensation 1s paid only to the extent of short-
fall in food supply. Mr. Arnolda’s suggestion
was that, provided a cultivation was properly
fenced and watched and elephant% were not
shot, compensation should be paid to the fu extent of
the damage. He also urged that rockets be pro-
vided at cost price to peasants and that propa-
ganda be conducted through the agency of
headmen and Rural Development Societies to
dissuade peasants from shooting elephants un-
less it was absolutely necessary. Another pro-
posal that was made some time ago by Dr.
Spittel and now seems to be looked on with
favour by the Government, is the establishment
of jungle corridors to enable elephants to go
from one reserve to another without trespassing
on human habitations. There seems to be some
perplexity about where these corridors should
be established, as the elephant tracks are not
tully known, but with investigation it should
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be po%‘%ible to discover them. Meanwhile, the
need is still great for a National Trust to ensure
that our National Reserves are }‘*I(‘HE‘L\CL‘I n-
violate.

Elephant Nestled Baby as She Died

N the remote wilderness of the Wanni

jungles, at Nikewewa, a cow elephant was
seen breathing her last, for nearly five hours,
during which time she was fondling the young
OH"-PI]HQ that was sucking her breasts.

As the elephant stroked its o Taplmé with her
trunk, tear drops rolled down her eyes, the
villagers said. None of them were able to
say who had shot her. All they knew was that
they had heard the report of a gun, and gone to
see what it was when they saw the dying
elephant.

They wanted to catch the young one but
the sight that met their eyes moved them too
much.

According to the inquiring officer the ele-
phant was about 35 years old. And had been
shot at the close range of about 25 yards, for
all the pellets of an S.G. cartridge were em-
bedded in the chest of the elephant. There was
a previous gun shot wound on the right leg
where the pellets were still wedged in.

The scene of the tragedy shows that the
elephant had come m a herd, and could have
been passing through in search of water. The
broken up earth and crushed shrubbery shows
evidence of the elephant struggling to  get
away after getting the shot.

The person who shot this animal has done so
for some strange reason ; for it would have been
a harmless one going along with her herd.
Besides there 1s no chena close by that it could
have destroyed.

Observer.

Dead ]umbo
HILE I was surv eying '110112‘ the Walawe
Ganga through thick ]ngl close to
I came across the carcase of a dead
elephant right in the middle of the stream.

Kaltota,
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This was yet another victim of buckshot of
the merciless chena-cultivator.
little later 1 came across a herd of seven

elephants in the middle of the river. This
herd was at a spot just below the carcase of
the dead elephant. Obviously, herd had
been hanging around their dead mate when we
came upon them.

Well, this gives a good explanation why the
elephant population 1s dwindling so rapidly.

Daily News.

the

P. KAPUGEEKIYANA.

Faithful Elephant
LARGE crowd of interested spectators
LN watched a faicthful ele phanr l\LL‘P guard
over his keeper at Kochchikade last evening.

The mahout who was returning home was
i.ully drunk and fell off the back of the e]ephanr
onto the road where he lay senseless.

The antmal, seeing 1ts master’s plight kept

watch, allowing nobody to come near the
mahout. Motorists had to give way to the
elephant. °
Observer.
Elephant Saved from Drowning

N elephant, which was being bathed in

the Kaluganga near the Naragala ferry

and which was carried away by the force of the

water, was saved from drowning by Mr. K. T.
Wickramasinghe, the ferry renter.

[t 1s stated that Mr. Wickramasinghe went
in a canoe to rescue the animal but the panic-
striken animal swam further into the deep
water.

At this stage Mr. Wickramasinghe plunged
into the water and guided the animal safel} to
a shallow spot and after it had rested for some
time brought it to the land.

Dm[ News.
Elephant Charges Bus
EVENTEEN people were hurt when a wild
elephant charged a bus on 1ts way to
Mannar from Medawachchiya.  Eleven :

of
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them were entered to the Cheddikulam and
Vavuniya hospitals.

The *fcph;mt came out of the junole when the
bus was passing fl]l(\tlg\h Rambaikulam, seven
ml]es from -Medaw .u!klm a and attacked the bus.

The bus has been bndl)-’ damaged.

Observer.

Ed.—This elephant was afterwards shot.

Elephant in Well

HEN 1 visited Munneswaram—a p]ace of

pilgrimage about two miles offt Chilaw
on the Kurunegala Road—the peasants there
had this faxcnmtm; story to relate.

One of the elephants, of a herd of about
fifteen to twenty, had fallen into a deep well,
walled of brick, the diameter of which was
about six feet or more at the mouth. It being
a well which gradually tapered towards rl1c
bottom the poor animal was stuck and unable
to stir. Pandemonium had reigned there for
two successive days when the rest of the herd
had tried rescue methods er‘nploying stumps of
trees or whatever else they could ger at. Yer
all their attempts were unavailing. Finally
the amazement of villagers (who were
watching the scene from tree-tops in the dis-
tance) one of the elephants securely entwined
its trunk round a strong tree, quite close to the
well, for a support and sent down one of its
hind-legs into the well. The jammed animal
gripped the leg with 1ts tr unk, and trumpetting
with pain was PLlHLd out at last.

the

Matugama. T. M. FERNANDO.

Monkey Scared the Elephant

R A M, Lamalamyll\e Co-operative In-

spector of Madawachchiya, was on his way

to Kebitigollewa when he was stopped by a wild

elephant between the 11th and 12th mile-
PORD}

The elephant was about 54 yards ahead and

was preparing to charge, w hen suddenly a

)
-t
s



LORIS, December, 1956
monkey dropped on the elephant’s back from
the branch of an overhanging tree.

The elephant was surprised, and ran into the

jungle. The Inspector happily went his way.
Observer.
Where Animals Die
(1)
IR  Emerson Tennent writes: ‘At the

corral . at Kornegalle, in 1847, Dehi-
game, one of the Kandyan chiefs, assured me
it was the universal belief of his countrymen
that the elephants, when about to die, resorted
to a valley in Saffragam, among the mountains
to the east of Adam’s Peak, which was reached
by a narrow pass with walls of rock on either
side, and that there, by the side of a lake of
clear water, they took their last repose.”” Ten-
nent adds in a footnote: ¢ The selection by
animals of a place to die 1s not confined to the
elephant. Darwin says that in South America
* the guanacos (llamas) appear to have favourite
spots for lying down to die; on the banks
of the Santa Cruz river, in certain circum-
scribed spaces which were generally bushy and
all near the water, the ground was actually
white with their bones: on one such spot
I counted between ten and twenty heads.’
And at St. Jago, in the Cape de Verde Islands,
Darwin saw a retired corner similarly covered
with the bones of the goat, as if it were tht:
burial ground of all the goats in the island’.’
{fi}
IR William Gowens, a former Governor of
Uganda, writing in the London Times
of the July 29, 1929, had this interesting com-
ment to make :(—

" In general the old elephant, or the wounded
tlephmt goes to the water every day and
he is less inclined to go further arcld and search
for his food he remains near the water. One
day, as his age and enfeeblement have increased,
he is unable to pull himself out of the deep
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muddy bottom, which most of these equatorial
swamps and rivers possess and he dies quietly
in the water.

“In the water his skull and his tusks are
subjected to less weathering than they would
be if they lay on the surface of the ground,
although even in these circumstances ivory can
remain in a fairly good state of preservation
for a very long time.

It is quite powble that the stories of
elephant cemeteries that one has read of are
due to the drying up of some swamp to which
elephants have resorted, and in which they
have died for many years.”

While the naturalists g‘enerall} agree elephant
s_,raxeyarcls do not exist, it is interesting to note
the experiences of Dr. Robert Murph} of the
American Museum of Natural History, and
Surgeon Commander G. Murray Levick, who
was one of the members of Captain Scott’s
last expedition to the Antarctic.

The dead bodies of penguins are almost never
found, but in South Georgia Dr. Murray came
across a small sgow water lake, on the shore of
which several feeble penguins were to be seen.
Looking through the clear water of the lake he
saw ** with their flippers outstretched hundreds,
perhap% thousands, of dead penguins’ lying
1 penguin graveyard, probably soon to
i '1ugmented with the bodies of those pen-
guins on the shore who had so obv tously come
there to die.

Commander Levick discovered, near the Dry-
galski ice barriers, a seal cemetery.  Situated
w1thm a few hundted yards of the sea on a
patch of ground were the frozen and mum-
mified bodies of a great number of seals, who
must have crawled from the ocean to end their
Ifves in that isolated spot. Judging from the
ages of the dead bodies it seemed as if the
group had been added to for many hundreds of
vears. I wonder how many other animals have
a common graveyard ? ‘

E. R. BUULTJENS in the Daily News.
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Bears in Drought—September
He Kicked the Bear in the Tummy

From his quarters the porter saw a black
object lumbering along the platform of the
Thambalagam railway station at 2 o'clock in
the morning.

He raised an alarm.
two passengers in the waiting room) got up
sleepily to investigate.

Four men (including

SNIPS

The object didn't need much investigating—
it was a bear, quite a big one, too. Thre_e not-
so-sleepy men took to their heels, while the
fourth, a railway pointsman, tried to scare 1t
EIVVR}'. , .

The bear lunged at him so he kicked it 1n [hg
abdomen. It gave a cry of pain and ran oft
into the surrounding jungle.

Three other bears were noticed running away,

KOO Liyanage
This bear was drinking water in a channel near the Naval Establishment at Monkey Bridge,
when it was killed by three naval pof:’rg*rm‘n.

315
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LORIS, December, 1956

too. It 1s likely that they had come in search
of water.

Times.
(1)

Due to the dz'oughr in Trincomalee district,

in May, bears roamed in the area in search of

water. One fell mto a well at Irakkakaudy
and was shot by villagers. Another was killed
at Tambalagam ; while a third was clubbed to
death by Royal Naval Police personnel at
Monkey Bridge.

Massacre

All the wild animals in the Kaltota area
come to the Walawe Ganga and Weli Oya to
quench their thirst. In so doing, most of them
come by their death too. Right along the river,
at various spots the merciless inhuman pro-
fessional hunters wait in ambush, hawk-eyed
for the arrival of animals for water. As the
animals finish their drinking, then only the
guns are discharged.

The thirst of these animals is so great that
they over-indulge in abundance of water. The
result is that they can hardly move and they
become easy targets. Besides, they become so
immobile that they can’t run away when only
injured. These wicked hunters are no Sports-
men and what they want is their kill at any
cost.

If there is any genuine desire to check this
type of massacre, Kaltota is the type of place
that should be frequented by the ofhicers
concerned.

Kaltota. P. KAPUGEEKIYANA.

From a Bear . . .
May I make an appeal to the Buddhist public
of Ceylon, through your journal 2
We, bears, are living through a severe drought.
The jungle water-holes have been reduced to
mud-flats.
A few days ago a friend of mine strayed into
a human habitation in quest of water. Did he
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quench his thirst > No, Sir, instead he was
given the unique honour of having his photo-
graph in the Press.

A Sinhalese newspaper showed him strung up
like a pig-in-a-poke, and the front page head-
lines proclaimed in bold jubilation : “ The
Death of a Bear”’ while three smiling hunters
were posing beside their spoils.

He came for water, and alone.
With what compassion did his human brethren
receive him? Are you preparing for Buddha
Jayanthi 2 And this mangled corpse on your
doorstep 1s crymg out to heaven !

harmless

Kurunegala. “ WALAHA."’

Fish Dynamiters—Lax Law
Public Afraid to Report : Police do not belp :

P Big men make [ﬂfg Profits
(1)

Six to ten thousand pounds of fish are dyna-
mited daily and the authorities despite all their
efforts cannot stop it—because legislation is
hopeless]y inadt*.ql.mre and public co-operation
is lacking.

Rewards up to Rs. 50 are offered to anyone
who would give information leading to the
detection of this type of 1llicit activity which
destroys the spawn and the millions of fish-
to-be that go with it.

But members of the public are not coming
forward in sufficient numbers. They are reluc-
tant to co-operate for fear of reprisals.

A spokesman of the department said that they
were also looking forward to closer Police
co-operation. He said that ever since the
Fisheries Department put 1ts own preventive
force into operation, the Police seemed to have
washed their hands of the job.

But, he pointed out that the Preventive
Force was on]y ten strong, and had just two
jeeps and a launch. Besides, it operates only
in unpoliced areas.

Without active Police co-operation, the
authorities say, no effective steps can be taken
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to check the widespread dynamiting of  fish.
They point out that Police officers are also
entitled to, and have received in the past,
rewards whenever they help to bring the
culprits to book.

And then there 1s the law. A man who is
caught dynamiting hsh can be fined Rs. 500
or sent to prison for a year if it is a first offence.
The sentence can be doubled if the offence is
committed a second time.

The authorities say Rs. 500 is a mere baga-
telle for any one of the big men who are behind
the fish dynamiting business. One stick of
dynamite in a good shoal and up comes enough
fish to fill about 40 boxes. On each box, which
contains an average of 8o Ibs. of fish, the men
make a profit of at least Rs. 100.

Make it Rs. 5,000 or five years imprisonment
for the first offence, they say, and double it
the second time, and at least a proper start
can be made to stop dynamiting.

Another point stressed repeatedly
authorities is the need to control the purchase
of dynamite. They said: ‘“‘eYou can buy
all the dynamite you want in the Pettah to-
day.” Qfhcials cited several instances of dyna-
mite being used for purposes other than the
killing of hsh—for example, the blowing up of
fishermen’s boats.

The Minister of Industries and Fisheries,
Mr. P. H. William de Silva, told me yester-
day that he was only toco well aware of the
extent to which dynamiting has been going on
particularly alonq the Eastern coast. He said
he was looking into the question of making the

law much more strict.
Observer.

(11)

Considering that unsettled state of affairs
at the moment (June riots at Gal-Oya) as well
as the fact that looting and injury to persons is
greatly aided by use of xp]o:me especially
on the East coast, would it not be a sound
idea to declare the dynamiting situation as
an. N emergency = and deal with it swiftly and

by, the :

SNIPS

summarily without all the tedium and ramifi-
cations of the Law which take years to material-
ise—years which mean thousands of pounds of
fishes destroyed each day !

By the time the Law 1s Paq«;ed if 1t 1s passed
the damage (which is and has been frightful
will have been done and there will hatd]\ be
any use having laws to protect fish which just
aren't there !

Now is the time to act and act fast. The
Army, Navy and Police, not to mention Arr
Force, should combine to do a vast * Qpemrion
dynamite "’ and wipe out from the face of our
land the terrible national disgrace that 1s the
fish-dynamiter.

With them
who are conversant with the f
enumerate several ardent anglers
fishermen who are onl}-' too “-'ﬂ]ing to join
forces with the law to wipe out the dynamiting
of fish.

Let us take advantage now of the public
mdlgnarlon towards them and Aet not p]an to
revise rules and regulations. The law is quite
adequate to assist “all people m catching the
bandits red-handed.

Even rhmlgh the fines and chere
are loopholes in the law not even the most
ardent dynamiter will keep on doing it when
he is constantly harassed by the law and the
public. :

should be volunteer civilians
and I can

spear-

(u LS,
and

are small

RODNEY JONKLAAS.
(111)

Preventive Sergeant Heridge and two guards
attached to Kuchchavali Fisheries Office went
out on their usual patrol towards W alapadu-
kuda, three miles oft Kuchchavali. There they
detected two men on a rock in the sea dynamit-
ing fish. While the ofhcers lay in ambush the
two dynamiters were busy diving in and collect-
ing their haul. Suddenly the ofhcers rushed
towards the men attempting to arrest them,
but the men eluded them and disappeared into
the thick jungle nearby.

On searching the spot where the two men

5
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were, the fisheries guards found 19 bundles of

dynamite. Each bundle contained about five

prepared sticks of dynamite tied together.

(1v )
The Angler’s Club Memorandum to the
Minister

A great deal has been said about the dangers
to the Island’s fishing  resources 1n
sequence of the widespread activities of gangs
of fish dynamiters. It is time some concerted
action is taken to arrest the unlawful exploits
of a few ruthless ** Mudalalis.”

Two main links of this vicious chain on which
the attack should be concentrated are :-

(a) Availability of the dynamite.

(b) The profitable use of the dynamited fish.

Explosives Act No. 21 of 1956 provide
Iegu]arlons to cover stocking and sale of dyna-
mite. This same n.qu]anon could be amended
to embrace laws to make dynamite an article
that could be purchased only on a Government
}jerrﬂlf.

If purchase and possession 1s on a “‘on permit
only " basis it would be a little more difficule
to purchase this article for illegal uses.

A recent five-day visit to a dynamiter’s
paradise on the east coast gave us a chance
to study the depressing facts at first-hand.
The information we gathered has made us
revise our earlier contention that enhanced jail
sentences or heavier fines would be the answer.

Always it 1s a mere menial working for an
influential Mudalali chat gets convicted and
sent up to serve a jail sentence. During the
victims comparatively  comfortable enforced
sojourn at the hands of the State, he rests content
that his dependants are amply provided for by
the said Mudalali.

If the fine is heavy. the victim would elect
to go to jail instead with the same results.

The set-up of this ** Syndicate " 1s such that
it allows for contingencies like fines and jail
sentences, hence the authorities should aim a
few telling blows at the Top Brass of this racket,
who provide the dynamite and control the

con-
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finances sitting back comfortably in palatial
homes built with their ill- -gotten gains.

The C.A.C. suggests that Lht authorities,
with the least possible delay commence picking
the pockets of these top individuals by enact-
mg laws that would allow the authorities to
conﬁvscatc '

(1) The d) namited fish.

'__*__} Any lorry, boat or other vehicle trans-
pommﬁ such fish to larger towns for dxspoaal

) Any boat or other vehicle carrying dyna-
mite or like explosives w ithout a permut.

An amendment of section 14 of Fisheries
Ordinance No. 24 of 1940 reads: No person
shall possess, sell, expose for sale or transport
any fish, knowing or having reasonable cause
to believe that such fish taken 1n
contravention of the provisions of section 14.

At first sight this does sound a formidable
enactment ; but a closer perusal makes it evi-
dent that this enactment defeats its own pur-
poses by leaving the onus of proving the state
of mind of the accused with the prosecution.

A convictione in a case filed under this enact-
ment, could be only obrained if the prosecution
is allowed the services of a mind reader or
hypnotist and more important if the court is
prepared to accept this evidence.

This law could be (m}y made effective by
deletion of * Knowing or having reasonable
cause to believe that such fish has been”
1ts context.

has been

from
This amendment could be qualified
to allow for administrative action to be taken
to ensure that those persons who purchase such
fish for their own personal consumption do
not come under the purview of this act.

The law should also provide for the imme-

iate sale of fish seized on suspicion by the

authorities and the proceeds to be depositt‘d
in court. The dispnsa[ of such monies to
depend on the results of the action.

(v)
You cannot puu]mw one smg]c
tridee unless you are
Bur you can buy

A0, Cicars
a licensed firearm holder.
as much dynamite as you
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want. And this dynamice sold over the counter
ts much more dangerous than a single gun
cartridge.

In Ceylon dynamite 1s used much more for
illegal purposes than for legal purposes. Every-
body knows that the dynamiting in our rivers,
tanks, coastal lagoons and even the open sea
is a curse. I have seen millions of small fish
roteing at the edges of east coast lagoons.
I have heard as many as 48 explosions between
the hours of 6 a.m. and 4 p.m. on the east
coast.

A formight ago I counted 14 explosions
between noon and 1 pm. at Inallakandy
Lagoon north of Trincomalee. And my fish-
ing then with rod and line was a farce.

So 1t 1s a relief to read in your paper that
the Minister of Fisheries is soon to have a law
passed whereby you cannot purchase dynamite
over a counter like lozenges. Let us hope this
law will soon be a fait accompli and thac this
dynamiring as an easy means of ﬁshing will
cease for all time.

Daily News.

L
DOUGLAS RAFFEL,

The Mantis— He Preyeth Best

(L)

The first language in which the Infant
Walrus (my daughter aged four) learnt to express
herself was Sinhalese.  She also esprid herself,
a liccle prematurely, on her command of
English, and knows only a few words of
Tamil. These facts afford the background
to an odd piece of dialogue which we over-
heard while completing our toilet in the
bathroom at the Walrus residence a few dapws
ago.

There was a sound of terrific commotion
and running about, and after some excited
jabbering in Sinhalese with the ayah, the IW
was heard to say in English to her mother :

Amma! Amma! come kickly ! In
room ! See !

Amma (imperturbably) What is it ?

my

SNIPS

IW : Come to see ! Soon, Amma ! What-is-
rhat—in-English—l-don'—know.

Amma : Well, what is it in Sinhalese ?

IW : I dunno !

Roused at last to investigate this mystery,
Mrs. W later reported that the cause of the
excitement was a praying mantis.

WALRUS in Daily News.

(i1)

“ Permit me to correct you,”’
anonymous correspondent on a postcard which
reached us today. *° What the Infant Walrus
did not know was a preying mantis ; not pray-
ing mantis. Can you blame her ?

No. Nor do we blame ourselves or Mrs.
Walrus. We had always supposed that the
praying mantis was so-called not because of
its (supposedly) predatory habits but because it
appears to adopt an attitude of prayer.

Our dictionary (the shorter OED) bears
this out, defining this amiable little beastie as
an “* orthopterous insect "' of the kind that
““ holds 1ts forelegs in position suggesting hands
folded in prayer.”’

writes an

WALRUS 1n Dm'l_y News.,
(111)

Spurred on to further research by a letter
on the subject from the erudite Mr. S. V. O.
Somanader of Kalkudah, we are now in a posi-
tion to present for your consideration a few
more facts about the praying mantis. We incor-
porate below some of those brought to our notice
by Mr. Somanadar, together with some which
we have gleaned from various sources ourselves.

There 1s no doubt that those who first dubbed
this creature the praying mantis really meant
" praying "’ and not ‘¢ preying.””  Entomo-
logists clinch the matter by calling him (or
rather her, since they always use the feminine
form) Mantis religiosa, one variety known, we
gather, in English as the soothsayer, being
named by the less respectful appellation of
Mantis su perstitiosa.
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In France she is called mante religiense or by
the Provencal name of prega-Diou (which s
equivalent to  “prie-Dieu’’, in Germany Cot-
tensanbeterin, which has the same meaning.

In the Batticaloa district the common term is
kumbudu-thaddaa (** because, as the first part
of the name implies, it prays and, as the second
suggests, 1t taps the air or gmund after
its forelegs in prayerful attitude ') ; elsewhere
among Tamul-speaking people it 1s kovil poochie,
the temple-bug.

There are, find innumerable and long-
standing legends attaching to this insect. Lost
travellers were wont to suppose that it would
obligingly gesticulate with its forelegs in the
direction fht} should take to find their way
home ; and the Arabs like to imagine that it
points the way to Mecca. St. Francis Xavier,
on noticing the insect’s apparently devotional
demeanour,

raising

we

God—and a very beautiful canticle is said to
have resulted, though Mr. Somanader advises
us that ‘unfomumttl\, there seems to be no
foundation " for this ghalmmc lecem‘l

We are Obllk‘rtd to admit tlmr there 1s not
much more foundation for the supposed piety
of the mantis than for its musical accomplish—
As Sir James Emerson Tennent re-
marks, 1t ** lictle justifies by 1its propensities
the appearance of gentleness and the atticude
of sanctity “have obtained for it
title of praying mantis. Its habits are
vorous and dﬁgenemre into cannibalism.”

There seems to be some reason for supposing
that, as in the case of other living species which
it should not be necessary for us to enumerate,
the female of the species 1s more deadly, though
no less ostensibly holy, than the male. Fabre
records how one of these murderous ladies
which he kept under observation got through
seven husbands in a fortnight—a record of which
the most rapacious Ho]]}wood star might well
be pzoud—nor merely sucking them dry of
all their juice but devouring the remains into
the bargain.

After

ments.

W’]'ll C I'l [ l'lt‘

kal'l]i—

which, no doubt, she resumed her

L0 5
I~
@)

exhorted it to sing the praise of

. ,
attitude
in readiness for the next victim.

: . )9
,\_“t‘l‘.ll'lt’. t‘XP]‘t‘SSIOI] ﬂl]L‘] O'F Séllle]L'},-"

WALRUS 1n Dm'[__\-' News.

The Buddha on Flesh
(1)

Bhikkhu Kassapa, in a communication,
shown that far from forbidding his
to eat meat and fish, the Buddha himself did
eat fish, venison, pork and snipe. All this
great Teacher advocated was moderation and
the avoidance of cruelty. And, as
Bhikkhu Kassapa said, not even \LUt’tdblL“s are
ahimsa food—the growing of \Cgtl’&]ﬂ]tb' even

has
followers

wanton

rice, involves the kll]llm of pests. There is
too much cant about mday. and we hope
genuine religious leaders like Bhikkhu Kas-

sapa who practise what they preach and make
genuine sacrifices for what they believe, will
1a]h public opinion in defence of religion
against stunts which, besides being ridiculous,
also cause great lnrdah[p and infringe the basic
liberties of rhe cleizen.

(11)

We quote this extract from Major R. Raven-
Hart’s book *“ Where the Buddha Trod.”

““At Pava the \‘illage goldsmith prepared
which included °dried boar’s flesh’
only the Buddha ate of it, warning his host
not to serve it to his companions, and to bury
what remained over.

" Boar’s flesh may read oddly : are
Buddhist monks vegetarians ? They are, nearl}_'
all of them ; but the actual rule laid down is
that they must nor eat the flesh of any being
that has lived they have seen or heard or
suspected ’ thar it was killed for their especial
use, since 1t 1s not the eating of flesh or fish that
matters but the taking of life. Rather than
take advantage of the concession most Buddhist
monks (but by no means all) avoid eating any-
thing that has lived : otherwise with the modern
u;nrm[ butcheries and tinned meats,
would almost disappear.

a meal

not

the rule
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" But to go to the Texts again, from another
passage it 1s quite clear that there is no general
prohibition of meat- eating since 1n it monks
are spectfically forbidden to eat the flesh ‘of
elephants, horses, dogs, snakes, lions, leopards,
bears and hyenas.’

“ And, far more nnpm .mtl) tm the Texts
not once but half a dozen times it is stressed
that evil habltb‘ wicked deeds, 1mpun thoughts

defile a man, ‘ and not the eating of flesh.’

ALICE 1n The Morning Times.

Banned

When Britons wore but skins for dress
And still be-daubed their limbs with woad,
And Europe was a Wilderness

Unmarked by any track or road,

Our Culture then was at its beight.
In War and Arts Agrarian
Our Isle excelled, when Europe’s might
Was naught, her sons barbarian.
.
Ab, vaunted Culture in thy name
What crimes committed are today.
Our Ancient Kings would blush with shame
Could they but pass again this way.

Ban Sport | Ban Radio ! Ban Song !
Ban all our good companions,

Ban this, Ban that, until ere long.

All will be banned but Banians !

Ban ALL things western 'cause they're ** West.”
Aloof and isolated grow.

On Duttu Gemunu's Laurels rest

And on our own small Dunghill crow.

Alas, full circle turns the wheel,
And at the pace we're going on
Soon Tourists will be here, I feel,
To see the Wild Men of Ceylon.

* GALLINAGO.”’
Observer.

SNIPS

Knox’s or the White Man’s Tree
(1)

interested to learn, says * Walrus' in
that a body called the Eastern
Province Progressive  Youth Front has raised
doubts about the ‘°“ White Man's Tree”
under Robert  Knox s traditionally
suppu»ed to have been captured in 1660. An
mscription on stone placed under the tree some
233 years after the event records that—

We are
the Daily News,

says

which

Tais 1S THE WHITE MAN'S TREE
UNDER WHICH ROBERT KNOX
CAPTAIN OF THE SHIP ANN WAS CAPTURED

A.D. 16060.
(11)
Is Knox’s Tree, which the Government pro-
tects, really Knox’s Tree? The authorities

who are responsible for preserving 1t, don’t
think so.

The tree is looked after by the Department
of Wild Life and this is what Mr. C. W.
Nicholas, the head of the Department,
in his administration report, 1ssued the other
day —

Knox's
Caprain

writes

tree at Mutur, the tree under which
Robert Knox, the father of Robert
Knox, the author of the well-known book on
Ceylon, 1s reputed to have been captured,
1s a protected tree. (For some reason which is
not obvious this tree " John Knox's
Tree ”’ in the Trincomalee sheet of the one inch
to the mile maps).

It 1s a very old tamarind tree, and in January,
1055, a main branch broke off and the tree
ieself  was  threatened  with collapse  unless
measures were taken to build up a supporting
structure around it. Rs. 800 was released
from the votes of the Department of Wild
Life and the Executive Engineer was requested
to proceed with the work.

Considerable doubt has, since been
cast on the authenticity of the tree. Mr.
J. H. O. Paulusz, the Government Archivist,
has very kindly furnished me with extracts

1s called

I'lO\\’t’\'L’.l'.
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relating to the scene of Captain Knox's capture
from unpublished documents, these documents
being (1) Robert Knox’s own interleaved copy
of his book in which he made copious manu-
script additions, and (2) Robert Knox's
ment to the Dutch in Colombo soon after his
escape from Kandy.

Knox's published work says that his father,
the Captain, came from the ship in a boat
into a small river and sat down under a tamarind
tree. The unpublished documents confirm the
journey by boat up the small river but add
that the scene of the capture was two miles
up the river from the seashore.

Since Knox is usually very accurate in his
details, the further particulars now made
available must be considered as ruling out the
Protected Tree as the tree under which Capram
Knox was taken prisoner, because the site of
the protected tree does not fit the narrative.

state-

(111)

Dr. W. Balendra, commenting on
Tree, writes : ' T wish to inform you that those
responsible for perpetuating the memory of
one of the greatest Englishmen who lived
Ceylon, were not definite that the particular
tree under discussion was the tree under which
Capt. Knox was captured. They only surmised
that the tree was probably one of historic
importance.

“This information was given to me by the
late Mr. J. P. Lewis, author “of the book “* Sixty-
four Years in Ceylon.”” Mr. Lewis was one of
those responsible for inaugurating the move-
ment to perpetuate the memory of Robert
Knox.

“ A partcular tree is not important. It 1s
the site which matters most in the history of
Knox's landing in Ceylon.”

The Robert Knox referred to here, however,
was not the author of the Historical Relation of
Ceylon but his father (whose name was also
Robert and not John as the EPPYF seem to
think). Knox’s narrative in his book is a bit

Knox's

3.12

confused on this point, but a note in his manu-
SCript autobiography in the Bodletan Library
makes 1t clear that facher and son were not
captured at the same time. Under °° Certan
Passages 1 would Keep in Memory ™" he noted :

Anno 1660 April 4th T came one Shore
at Carttior one Zelone and whare I was Detained
Captive—Ditto the 1oth My father came one
Shore thare and was detained.

The tamarind tree is mentioned in Knox's
book in connexion with the capture of the elder
Knox, and it seems unlikely that the son was
taken in exactly the same place.

But that is not the end of the matter. Other
earnest seekers of truth are doubtful whether
the White Man’s Tree fits in with the geo-
graphical clues provided in the Historical Rela-
tion at all, and whether either of the Knoxes
could have been captured at this precise spot.

Crocodiles

It 1s not only elephants that are in danger
of extinction. ®It appears that crocodiles are
also being slaughtered at such a rate that they
too may disappear. In fact, they are so close
to extinction that an appeal has been launched
by Dr. Heinz Wermuth, of the Berlin Museum,
and Dr. Paul Demnwag'lla Director of the
National Museums of Ceylon, on the urgency
of the protection of crocodiles  all over the
world.

The appeal was originally made to the
Secretariat of the International Union for the
Protection of Narture, in Brussels, and it has
now been circulated to about 160 Herpeto-
logists (those who deal in the zoology of reptiles)
all over the world.

W’hy‘ it may be asked, 1s

saving crocodiles from

it worth while
destruction ?  Croco-
diles are not handsome creatures, but the appeal
points out that they provide a unique link wich
the age of the Dinosaurs and Pterodactyls, and
their anatomical structures are of extreme
importance in tracing the evolution of corres-
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ponding ones in the higher vertebrates. More-
over, the distribution of crocodiles throws
much light upon former land connexions.

The destruction of crocodiles has been hast-
ened by desire to possess their valuable skins
as well as by the vanity of “ sportsmen ”’ who
desire to boast that they have bagged crocodiles
" although shooting a crocodile with a high-
powered rifle 1s no more dangerous than shoot-
ing a domestic fowl.”

In Ceylon, the crocodile has practically no
place to live in other than the tanks and when
they go dry " the crocodiles fall an easy prey
to the hide hunters whose harpoon and axe
secure nearly every specimen in a tank.”

ALICE 1n Morning Times.

Crocodile vs. Dog

A young crocodile, which invaded the resi-
dential area of Nalluruwa, Panadura, at
night, was nearly atracking the inmate of
a house, when dogs kept it at bag.

The croc., about 5 feet long, had slipped out
of the crocodile-infested Talpitiya Lake the
day before, and had atracked several dogs.

The residents, assisted by Panadura
Police, noosed the reptile and despatched it
to the Dehiwela Zoo.

the

Observer.

Cobra Swallows Cobra

Many people witnessed the unusual sight of
a cobra swallowing another at Nagolla.

Two cobras rushed out of a hole in an ant-
hill, faced each other and with darting tongues
struck at each other. This went on for abouf
five minutes when the bigger of the two darted,
cotled itself round the other, held it in a grip,
grabbed 1ts taill with its mouth and started
swallowmg {t.

The victim made futile attempts  to strike
and free itself but inch by inch it was dis-
appearing down the throat of the bigger snake.

SNIPS

The bloated victor crept back into the hole
from where it had come.

Nemesis Came in Shape of Mongoose

A  one-and-a-half da},'
cobras in a jungle clearing,
climax.

The fight, which was witnessed by a number
of curious villagers, raged day and night over
the body of a dead frog.

\Vllth[ﬂg, hissing and wriggling,
tought, aiming blow after blow “and dodging
like two professional boxers contending for
coveted title.

As the fight continued into the next day,
al‘ld one Itpt[le l“l:ld 31”10‘3[ sSW 311()“-”6':{ tl_le Otl_lel
nemesis overtook them.

The arch enemy of all cobras arrived on the
scene and tore the victor and the vanquished to

pieces.

ficht between two
had a dramatic

the cobras

Limes.

Pere David’s Deer go Home to China

Four specimens of the remarkable Peére
David’s deer have been sent by the Zoological
Society of London to the Zoological Society
of China at Peking, in exchange for a variety
of Chinese animals.

There evidence to show that this deer
inhabited certain parts of China, probably 1n
considerable numbers, about 3,500 years ago,
but the first time it was ever seen b}' western
eyes was when Pere David, the French Lazarist
missionary, who discovered the Giant Panda,
allowed his curiosity to get the better of his
discretion and, climbing on to a heap of sand,
looked over the wall of the Imperial Hunting
Park near Peking.

He was puzzled by what he saw—and no
wonder—for this animal, which is known to
the Chinese as Ssu-pu-hsiang or the Four
Unllkeb, has many features which distinguish
it sharply from any other kind of deer. “The
hoofs, presumbly to help it over swampy

1s
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ground, are wide and big, somewhat resembling
those of the reindeer ; the rtail 1s much longer
than that of the other deer and ‘‘ rasselled "
at the end like a donkey's ; the ears are small,

and the antlers differ from those of other deer

in having no forward-pointing tines but carry-
ing a short distance above the burr a long back-
ward-pointing tine which the animal uses for
digging and for throwing mud on its back
when it wants a mud bath. In spite of these
great physical differences, the Peére David has
been successtully crossed with a Red deer,
producing a fertile female calf which associated
with the Pére David but mated with the Red
deer.

Pére David managed to bribe some of the
imperial gamekeepers to smuggle him the
skin and bones of a pair of these animals over
the wall, and these he was able to send to the
Natural History Museum in Paris. Shortly
afterwards the French Charge d’Affaires at
Peking obtained two living  specimens, the
male of which unfortunately died. In the
meantime the Zoological Society of London
had applied for permission to obtain living
specimens, and after one or two abortive
attempts to bring them to this country the
first pair arrived in Regent's Park in 13069.

Attempts to get them to breed there failed,
and it was not until 1947 that the first calf,
the young of a pair presented by the Duke of
Bedford, was born at Whipsnade Park. In the
meantime the Duke had set about forming the
nucleus of a herd, which now numbers over 250.
With the help of the Zoological Society of
London, the Bedfords have made it possible for
zoological societies 1 many parts of the world
to be supplied with one or more pairs and thus
ensure, should tragedy overtake the Woburn
herd, that the Pére David's shall not
perish.

deer

While all this was going on things were
going badly for the animal in 1ts native land.
Most of the Imperial herd escaped when part
of the Imperial Park wall was destroyed by

324

flood in 1894, and large numbers of them were
slaughtered and eaten by peasants. Then most
of the survivors were scattered and pmbalwl}'
killed when troops marching to relieve foreign
legations 1n Peking during the Boxer rebellion
broke into the Imperial Park—though some were
probably shipped to Europe. A pair 1s known
to have existed in a zoo at Peking in 1917,
but by 1921 these had disappeared and so the
Péere David’s deer became extinct in China.
Now, through the efforts  of
Dukes of Bedford, the wheel has turned full
circle, and it is possible that this fine animal
may once more become a part of China's natural

succeeding

fauna.
London Times.

Boom in Tigers

In a score of pokey little one-room othices
in Delhi and other large Indian cities the shikar
hunting companies who arrange for foreign
visitors to shoot tiger, are counting up profits
after one of whe most successful se
have ever had. Tiger-shooting has reached
such a scale that the Government has now ra-
tioned tigers to three for each hunting party.

Big game shooting brings hunters to India
in their thousands for a fortnight's or three
weeks’ sport in the foothills of the Himalayas
during the season—October to the end of
May. Most are from America ;
others come from Europe, from South Africa,
Australia, Hong Kong and South America.

easons they

businessmen

Tiger is the main quarry, but elephant or
black bear will do at a pinch with a leopard,
black buck and gazelle thrown in.

Many of those running shikar agencies, are
former landlords have into the
business with the compensation received when
their land was taken over by the Indian Govern-
ment under agrarian reform measures. Not
many years ago the same landlords, with typical
Indian hospitality, would have arranged a tiger
shoot for a foreign guest for nothing.

W 1'1 (&} gone
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Those days have gone for good. There are
even a few of the former Indian rulers in the
business to augment the tax-free pensions—
sometimes amounting to £50,000—which the
Government allows them. But the Maharajahs
operate in the upper reaches, and an introduction

1s necessary before an “ invitation "’ to shoot
1S fmthtommb.
The shikar agency’s fee 1s £750. For this

sum 1t takes the hunter to the Himalayan foot-
hills on a 15-day trip, feeds him and looks after
him, provides him with servants, electric light
from a portable generator in camp, a hand
laundry service which washes and irons his
clothes in a few hours and an elephant from
whose broad back he shoots the tiger.

The shikar agency guarantees to put the
hunter in, ““a position to shoot at least one
tiger "' and agrees to refund a quarter of the
fee paid if a tiger fails to materialise.

Much of the shooting is done at a range
of less than 50 yards and few huntsmen return
home without the tiger skin they covet. And
the average cost of this trophy es at the finish,
about £1,000.

JONATHAN SWAYNE.
By courtesy of the Momfr'tg Times and the
London Observer.

Preserving the Tiger

With reference to the fate of the tiger In
India, T would like to pomt out that 1t stll
continues to hold its own in our forests in spite
of the grim forebodings about its fmpending
doom. The late Jim Cmbctt’s apprehension
exprcssed to Lord Wavell in 1946 about the
tiger being ** wiped out in 10 years " appears
to have been occasioned more by his concern
for the noble beast than by any facts in his
possession. That fears were ill-founded
will be borne out by the number of tigers that
our forests continue to produce annually in
the major riger—bearing states.

his

SNIPS

The average number of tigers shot each year
in the region comprising Assam, Bengal, Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, Madras, Mysore, and Uttar
Pradesh is as follows :—During the five years
before 1939, 333 ; during the six years of the
Second World War, 245 ; during the nine years
after the Second World War, 274.

It may be pointed out that fewer tigers have
been shot during the post-war pcnod owing
]aru.]} to factors that have no bearing on cheir
intensity of distribution. These are : “the parti-
tion of Bengal ; the prohibitive costs of per-
mits, = kills,” drives, arms and ammunitions ;
discontinuation of the large Christmas shooting
camps of the British dayq and above all, the
progressive disappearance of the idle rich who
indulged in organized qhucrhte'

Lucl\il), the tiger bI‘tE‘d‘s freely in the wild
state ; 1fs rate of multiplication can be safely
placed at 10 to 15 per cent. a year. In rhe
sanctuaries constituted under the aegis of the
Indian Board of Wild Life, conditions are
conducive not 0111) for the nuxltip[icwrion of the
tiger and other game in situ but also for bteppmh
up their populanon outside the precincts of
such sanctuaries, not considered sacrosanct by
their denizens. As a matter of fact, a sanctuary
acts as a veritable nursery in the middle of the
forest.

The Indian lion which once oc “cupied about
250,000 square miles came to grief and became
practic;}ll}f extinct about 100 years ago. The
tiger need fear no such fate. Unlike the lion,
whose bravado and bluster led to its extinction,
the tiger is wary enough to fend for itself. In
its uncanny caution and cunning lies its chief
security, in Its capacity to dodg_e the sportsman
its real safety, and in the recognition accorded
to it as a precious national heritagc 1ts best
Insurance against extinction.

M. D. CHATURVEDI.

, Roberts Lane, New Delbi.
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Abominable Snowman

The * abominable snowman,” legendary
creature of the Himalayan peaks, 1s probably
veally the Himalayan red bear, Dr. William
L. Straus, Jr., anthropologist of the Johns
Hopkins University, Baltimore, reports in
*“ Science News Letter.”’

The s known onl)-'
rhrough travellers rales and gigantic man-like
footprints left in the snow at heights of from
10,000 to 21,000 feet above sea-level.

"It must be emphasised,” Straus states,
“ that there is no record of any ‘snowman ’
ever having been m.aptmcd—urhc alive or dead—
or even photool aphed.”

The animal footprint most commonly mis-
taken for that of man, he su
the bear.

There are three varteties of bear in the Hima-
layan region : black, brown and red.

The red bear is known to walk on its hind-
legs like a man and, when erect, is said to be
as tall or taller than a tall man.

A factor in the start of the ‘‘ abominable
snowman '~ legends is due to a mistranslation
of Tibetan words by fonlgneu.

The Himalayan red bear is known locqll}
as mi-te. Himalayan expeditionists have mis-
translated the word mi-te as abominable, filthy,
dirty. The word actually means *° man-bear.”

Another name for the animal is kangmi,
which has been derived from the ‘° snowman.”

Abominable snowman ’ has been derived
from the combination of the two mistranslated
words, " miteh-kangmi.”

The size of the great footprints has been
exaggerated and distorted by the melting of
the snow around the edges and by the action of
wind.

According to the Reverend Swami Pranavan-
anda, who has made a study of the giant foot-
prints, the red bear is not the only mammal
that frequently makes excursions far onto the
snow fields and glaciers, apparently in search

of food.

abominable snowman ™’

1¢
fan]
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Jgests, 1S that of

The wild lynx,
snow leopard, wolf, ibex,
tan antelope, musk-deer,
likewise, for vegetation
altitude of 20,000 feet or more,—

yak, Tibetan wild horse,
bharal, ghural, Tibe-
and other animals do
occur up to an

NAFEN),

can

A Queer Bird - The Kiwi

The kiwi, reproduced on the stamps and
coins of New Zealand, certainly has an extra-
ordinary appearance, this national
emblem really be threatened with extinction ?
It is not easy to say exactly how many kiwis
now survive because the bird’s noarurnal ways
make it a difficult subject of study in its natural
habitat. But there is no doubt that stoats,
ferrets, rats, feral cats, bush fires and the
advance of cultivation all contribute to threaten
its existence. British scientists only discovered
the kiwi in 1813, and their description of its
fantastic appearance made sceptics doubt its
existence. Could there be a bird without a
tail—a distant relative of the ostrich, the emu,
and the cassowary—with wings hidden beneath
silky feathers that look like hair, flightless and
bul.mwmg like a ground-hog, w1t]1 nostrils at
the tip of its long curved beak and laying an
egg equal to a quarter of its own weight?

but can

International Bulletin.

Protection of Migrant Birds

This winter’s severe cold caused a high death-
rate among migratory birds who, ha\mu made
their long journey towards the more temporate
regions of Europe, found themselves un-
e\pecud]) surrounded by ice. A great number
©f the resident flamingos of the Camarague
succumbed to the severe weather. In some areas,
wild-fowl, half dead with cold and hunger
were attacked by hunters and poachers. They
were massacred wholesale, sometimes being hit
with sticks and stones. In other parts, where
inhabitants and hunters had more compassion,
veritable rescue parties were organized to feed

the birds and to save them from certain de-
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struction. In Holland, in particular, nearly
110,000 florins were collected from all sections
of the public to help the birds and in some cases
even helicopters distributed food and watched
over them. Thanks to the La Commission
de la Chasse des Oiseaux-Migrateurs hunting
was quickly prohibited in many European
countries, but sometimes this praiseworthy step
was taken too late to be really effective.

The House that Jack Built

I will only quote one example : the Mac-
quarte Islands where rabbits, introduced with
the intention of improving food resources,
soon began to destroy the crops. Then man
turned his mind as how best to repair this
blunder. To combat the rabbir, he released
the cat, the rabbit’s natural enemy. The cat
did indeed eat the rabbit, and for the time

being, this merhod had some success. Bur,
once all the rabbits had been disposed of, the
cats attacked the seabirds whose eggs the

natives greatly prized. Once again man inter-
vened—to counteract the cat,*he released the
dog. But it had never struck him that the
dog would rather attack the seal, which supple-
mented the local man's food resources. And so
a very difhcult situation arose. On the Mac-
quarte Islands attempts are being made to
destroy the dog that man introduced to destroy
the cat, that man introduced to destroy the
rabbit thar man introduced for his own benefic.
Many other examples could be quoted.

ROGER HEIM.

Introduced Pests

The Kermadec Islands, outliers of New Zea-
land territory, are situated in the Pacific well
to the north of the mainland. Various un-
successful attempts at colonization have taken
place there, especially on the island of Raoul,
and although they are now uninhabited, the
islands have been left their legacy of domestic
animals including feral cats, goats, pigs and rats.
“ Forest and Bird,” the quarterly magazine

SNIPS

published by the Forest and Bird Protection
Society of New Zealand, draws attention to the
lamentable state of the endemic wild life there,
like all 1sland flora and fauna known through
experience for their imstability. Of course, the
wild cats, which always grow to giantly pro-
portions when they revert to their ancestors’
way of life, destroy the birds ; the Kermadec
petrel, a surface-breeding species, is now in
danger of extinction. Goats threaten the vege-
tation and so the trouble spreads. The Royal
Society of New Zealand has now intervened
and is going to launch a camapign to exter-
minate these pests ; meanwhile the Civil Avia-
tion staft is destroying the goats.

My Friends

My fruit trees (12 apple, 5 pear and 4
Victorta plum, in addition to red, white,
and black currant and gooseberry bushes) have
not been sprayed or otherwise treated for years,
and I gather abundant crops of clean fruit yeat
after year.

My friends the birds keep pests in check,
in return for which service they are very
welcome to the small quantity of fruit they
themselves eat.

C. W. SMmITH.
Upminster, Essex.

Snake Expert Killed by Own Cobra

Snake expert, Ernest Bender, 61, died recently
in West Germany after being bitten by one of
his own cobras—but it was fate that killed him.

Bender, who ran a reptile zoo here, had sur-
vived many snake bites, and he was unperturbed
when the cobra bit his finger on Saturday.

He bound his arm, cut out the wound with
a scalpel and injected himself with a serum.
But the serum did not work because it had
probably been stored too long and the snake
poison began to take effect.

His wife frantically telephoned doctors and
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clinics in the area for help. None had the right
serum.

Then she
whose speciality
about 6o
minutes later
racing towards KOCI]IEE‘W]HIU_‘.

It arrived in time and could have saved
Bender but fate decreed otherwise. The ampule
Cont'lining the serum had broken during the

research scientist
snakes at Duesseldorf,
She telephoned, and
the serum was

remembered a
was
miles away.

a car LOI'IFJII"II 11

journey.
Herr Bender, the snake lover, died four hours
afrer the bite.

South African Mongoose Stories

(Being extracts prepared by Mr. S. V. O. Somanader
of Ka lkudab, E.P. , from the Apn] 1956, ()nmm
News-Letter of rh. Natal Society for the Preservation
of Wi Id Life).

How a Mongoose was Killed by an Iguana

ON returning one evening from one of the
adjacent farms at Mala Mala in Eastern
Transy aal Mr. Davidson saw an extraordinary
sight.

An Umbulu (tree-iguana) had an Uchakide
(Zulu name for the water-mongoose) by the
back of the Do what it a.ould the
Mongoose was held in a vice by the iguana.
Mr. Davidson told one of his boys to release
the captive, which he did. He then heard his
he‘ad -boy qua talk to the other boys and wa\

“You would not believe me when I told you
that a mongoose was killed by an 1gmm'
Here 1s the uldeme which you have seen with
your own eyes.’

I asked Zaba how the iguana had managed it,
'md 1e said that the mongoose followed up the
scent, and, 1n domq 50, poI\ed its head into the

neck.

hole where the iguana was lying, and was
caught by the latter.

The tree-iguana, 1t 1s stated, has a call
like that of a bird. There are any number

of them at Mala Mala, and, like the tree-frog,
if it called, the country was sure to get rain.

328

How a Mongoose Killed a Snake
Mr. Davidson states that Mr. Fynney had
told him that, when he was once waiting for

d ICO})LI]'CI‘ I]t_‘. saw  a \\*’H[Cl‘—IHUI]QUOSE ‘L\'l[h s

hair standing on end, and not far off was a
g ;

hum,. black mamba. The mongoose, 111;1k111g

pL’CLLllJI noise, prmd close to him. It did

not move ; but he suddenly saw the lictle chap
run and lie on an ovellmnunm branch. The
mongoose had '111t|upattd that the snake would
go ander it—which it did. The
then jumped on to the snake, and caught 1t
behind the head. The snake threw its coils
round its aggressor, but the latter kept on
throwing them off with 1ts legs and claws.

W ]1(11 the mongoose was H.itlsfled that 1t had
killed the snake, it started peeling its victim
from its head, had a meal of it, preened himself,
and then went off.

On another Mr. Davidson,
walking along a native footpath, stopped under
a shady tree to His attention
attracted by a water-mongoose scraping and
flactening itselfe out on an ant- heap. Having
d(me this to 1ts Sdtl\fﬂtl’!t)l] 1t got up. and
suddenly saw a black snake (mamba) going
straight for the ant-heap. The mongoose got
there before the mamba, and, as the latter put
its head into the ant-hole, the mongoose caught
it and made a meal of it.

I"I'lOI']Q()L}bt’

occasion, while

snufl. was

Why a Mongoose is Immune to Snake-bite

Mr. Davidson says that the late Mr. Alex
Slogan——-a great friend of his, and a keen
observer—had told him that he felt, though

with no real evidence to back up the assumption,
that, when a mamba (snake) struck at a mon-
goose, the latter bristled up, and this caused
the snake to strike short, and thus be blinded
by the bristles.

He gives an instance. It seems that his head-
boy Z Zaba had once related to him a flcrht be-
tween a number of the small variety of mon-
gooses (called ** Sibitsoya " in Zulu)
mamba. The latter :«'t‘l'uck one of the
gooses, which rolled over, but the others went

and a
mor-
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into the atrack, and succeeded
snake. The stricken
joined in the affray. It was here that Logan,
listening to Zaba, had made to Mr. Davidson
the suggestion that the snake had not got home
with its bite, as the hairs of the antmal were
standing upright.

killing the

one soon got up and

How like the Veddas

Honey-taking in Tibet is a wery risky
adventure as the bees hide honeycomb
under the projecting rocks of deep ravines.
Long bamboo ladders are dropped down, which
men two or three hundred
feet, swinging free in the air. Below them
flows the Kosi and if the rope which holds
the ladder breaks it means certain death. They
use smoke-balls to keep the angry bees away
as the men collect the honeycomb, which is
hoisted up in containers by a second rope.
For success of this oeratlon perfect and well-
rehearsed combination 1s essential, as the sound
of shouts or whistles is lost 1 the roar of the
river below. On this occasion eleven men
worked for a week in the ravine, and the
price at which they sold the honey bore no

the

climb sometimes

CORRESPONDENCE
relation to the risks they ran. 1 much reourttd
that I had no cine-camera with which ro take
a picmre of this dramatic scene.

HEINRICH HALLER.
Salt for Leeches
of Tibet are

Some of the valleys infested to

such a degree by leeches that one simply can-
not protect oneself against them. The best

way of keeping them out s by wearing socks
and trousers steeped in salt.

H. HALLER.

Boy Fires at Bird, Kills his Mother
and Himself

A 14-year-old boy, in a residential area in
Durban, fired a rifle at a bird on an electric
power cable—and both he and his mother died.

He the bird, severing two cables
which fell to the ground setting fire to the
grass. His mother threw water over the blazing
grass and was electrocuted and, n attempting
to rescue his mother, the boy fell over one of the
cables and was also electrocuted.

missed

Correspondence

General Meeting of the Wild Life
Protection Society
Sir,

A question which has been occurring to
my mind rather frequently of late, and
which I think other members of the Society
too may have been asking themselves latter
in view of the alarming possibility of the
extinction of certain specieq of our wild life—
particularly the elephant—is whether this Society
should not hold more frequent general meet-
11155?

It is really the Committee members who
would know best about the practical aspects

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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but one
cannot help feeling that the status of our wild
life seems so uncertain a days, despite
all the good work that has been done, that our
geneml meetings held annually are rending to
become more and more which

foregather to contemplate situations where
the time for action or remedy is past or very
nearly past.

We are aware that our Committee Members
devote an amazing amount of their spare time
to the Society’s affairs, but they are nevertheless
not full-time game
that

of holding more genmal meetings,

now

0ccasions on

wardens, and I am sure,

the advice and activity of members can

529
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be further mobilized to assist the committee,
if we meet more often.

For instance, each year when we meet we

hear that the elephant population has decreased
further, or that Government has decided to
deprive us of some valuable section of a sanc-
tuary or intermediate zone, or that there
heavy poaching at water-holes during the past
drought.

We know that our Committee of
erellemed wild life lovers are doing all that
ts humanly possible to voice our f{‘.LImgs on
such matters.  But would not the holding of a
general meeting and the publication of its

was

hlk‘hl\

opinions on the pal'ticular wild life problem of

the moment, go a step further towards achieving
the desired resule ?

I would like you, Sir, to put this letrer up
for the consideration of all members through the
Loris.

A. F. TAMPOE.

Colombo.

Slaughter
Sir,

During the prevailing unprecedented drought
which gripped the entire N.C.P. and Eastern
Provinces, the well-known abodes of our fast
diminishing wild life population, much pro-
paganda was initated by the Department
of Wild Life, the I1.G.P. and the Govern-
ment to tell the jungle dwellers that wild
life 1s a national heritage and an invaluable
national asset which should be preserved. And
the} were further advised not to mdu]ge in the
wanton destruction of wild animals which con-
gregated at perennial rivers and water-holes to
quench their thirst. This work is very laud-
able.

However, a strange thing was taking place
during this period of propaganda. The edu-

cated class of sportsmen ~’  were granted
permits by the Department of Wild Life
authorising these Benr]emen to Sit thm%hmﬂ
330

* camouflaged

nights g
shoot

the moon-lit under a
blind 7’ near perennial water-holes to
leopard and bear which braved danger to quench
their parched throats.

[ hope the Department of Wild Life waill
on principle discourage these so-called " sports-
men’’ or moreover refuse requests of this
nature to these ‘‘sportsmen’’.

May I suggest that all perennial water-holes,
better known as *“ kemas "’ be protected during
the drought season. Declare the months of
July, August and September as quarter time
for all ammals, and thus save them from the
guns of cowards.

C. R. W. ABHAYARATNE,
Daily News.
Hatton.

Migrants at Mandaitivu
Sir,

I observed the following newcomers of this
season on the tidal mud flats here, through
field glasses, on the date placed against each s—

L]

S:mdp {pers—

Little Stthe o o2 1.8.56

Spotted 3.8.56

Common 3.8.56

Terek 4.8.56
Waders—

Red Shanks 13.8.56

Green Shanks 15.8.56

A host of others swarm the tidal mud flats
of these shores, and there is no better place
than a good mud flat at low tide to observe
sea birds through field glasses.

Sand-pipers are the hardest shore birds of all
td identify, and to make this harder, a host of
obscure waders freely join mndpipers while
on their way to and from their arctic breeding
grounds. Also the Golden Plover Hhas the
h&blt of mingling with sandpipers on open
coastal mud-flats— but they may easily be
sampled off by the trained eye—as all plovers
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are more stocky, with stouter bills, rounder
heads and thicker necks. Various
cranes and herons can be seen.

To the novice all long-necked and long-
legged waders are cranes ! The heron is a long-
necked and long-legged wader but does not
belong to the crane family—and cranes must
never be mistaken for herons.

In flight, herons can easily be distinguished
for cranes fly with their necks stretched full
length forward. Herons only have the habit
of doubling their necks in flight, and are
distinctive species of waders alrogthe

The Pond Bittern and Egrets all belong to the
Heron farm]} The crane belongs to the
Stork family

Herons wade in the shallows and often stand
mottionless while waiting to spear a frog or
fish with a sudden thrust of their sharp bills-
and the heron’s neck is as long as its legs.

Cranes stand motionless more often in knee-
deep water and submerge their heads when in
search of food.

Young Night Herons are bgown in colour
and resemble bitterns, but adult birds are black
above and whitish below.

There are many species of herons, and the
most commonly seen and known is the Indian
Pond Heron or “Paddy Bird.” Not un-
common 1s the Green Heron or Bittern and
there are four species of Bitterns in Ceylon :
The Crested, the Green, the Yellow and the
Black.

When not in breeding season, Egrets found in
Ceylon are snowy wh]te and for this
they are called * White- Wings."

When the sun s rising over the Jaffna lagoon,
with the little waves dancing to welcome r[u
new day, egrets may be seen flying low o over
the water on their way to feeding grounds
north of the isle of Mandaitivu off the coast
of Jaftna. In a snowy white line they fly. one
behind the other, a flash of beauty, with the
sun shining on this white array. The return
ﬂight IS at sunset to trees growing along a
desolate part of the seashore, on which they roost.

reason

species of

-]om prmmpa

CORRESPONDENCE

“The
often :—
rfd&‘.
r the egrets to enclose a

[t may be to only a few to witness
I have seen
in with the

dance of the egrets.”
When the 1.11)\ fish
a Ilan 1s hmmd

come

shoal, by forming a circle and with g._‘I.lL(fll]
stepping, ﬂappmcr and leaping motions (w Imh
once seen will never be forgotten) the shoal i
caught and gobbled.

T. K. TOUSSAINT.
Mandaitivi,
278,56,
Angler Hooks Cobra

Sir,

I feel that the fol]('m-'ing incident 1s worth
recording :—

On . the hrh May, Mr. M. G. Strange, a
visitor in the Inginiyagala Resthouse went

fishing in the Gal Oya river close to the Power
House. He was out for " Valaya” (“ the
fresh water shark ") and as in the past he used
a spinner shaped like a fish as a bait. To his
surprise, in reeling in after his third cast, he
found on the end of his rod a five-foor cobra,
hooked a few below 1ts head. The
cobra was obviously swimming under the water
as it was not seen on the surface, and after

inches

attacking the spinner got hooked in the neck.
It was brous_,hr to the resthouse alive still
attached to the hook and before the s spinner

could be removed the mbl a had to be L:lled
This 1s not a so-called
this

* fisherman’s story,”’

as many have seen hooded cobra and
identified it.
It will be

stmilar *“ catch

whether a
" has been made elsewhere.
R. W. SZECHOWYEZ.

interesting to know

Gal Oya.

Loris and Schools
Our ;omnn} is now being sent regularly to twenty-
schools qf the Island, as a p}o‘r:raomufa
Each copy is morr:pmmd by the fo”mvmo
slip : “ For the school librar y with the wrr:p[:mmh
of the Wild Life Protection Society of Ceylon.’

teasure.
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Here is a letter of appreciation from one of the

schools :—
Sit
Please accept our sincere thanks for
June, 1956, issue of the Loris so kindly sent.
This pmod{mi has proved en]omble reading.
Its interesting and informative articles ].T]J.I\t.b
it a journal that commands much attention.
Our best wishes go out for its continued

the

SUCCESS.

Librarian, Royal College, Colombo.

Tamil Shooting Vocabulary
Sir,

I was interested to see Mr. Philip Crowe’s
‘ Shooting Vocabulary "' in the last (June,
1050) edition of the Loris.

Though much credit 1s due to him for this
good bit of work, the Tamil equivalents to
the English names listed by him, however,
are not all quite correct, including the way
in which the Tamil names have been spelt.
We cannot blame Mr. Crowe as he 1s a non-
Ceylonese, but he will pardon me for attempt-

TAMIL SHOOTING

ing to improve on his effores by sending you
this amended list.

Maybe, Mr. Crowe got some of the names
“ltll their spelling) from boo]\s on Ceylon
Big Game, like Han) Storey’s ** Hunting and
Shooting in Ceylon Apptndw 1V, pp. 362-
365), but even Storey’s more comprehensive
list of vernacular terms for birds, camp
equipment, etc., very helpful as it is, needs

beasts,

amending In many places.

Perhaps another reader of the Loris, who 1s
conversant with the Sinhalese names of ** shoot-
ing " words in Mr. Crowe’s list, will be able
to pmvlde us with an amended list of terms in
that Iméuage

It 1s a pity that Mr. Crowe could not add
to his useful list many other words like rogue
clephant, loris, flying-fox, fishing-cat, giant-
squirrel, krait, rat-snake, pelican, cormorant,
hornbill, mite, red ant, centipede, caterpillar,
tank, channel, shooting platform, etc., but
perhaps he had to consider limitations of space
in your ma;ume.

S. V. O. SOMANADER.
Kalkudah, E.P.

VOCABULARY

!
| Name as given by

Engfrsb Narme Mr. I’fzifip Crowe

Elephant Ahne}r

Bear " e . .| Karradee

Pig e A - . .| Pandee

Leopard .. T 3 ..| Pilee

Sambhur (not spelt :aElI'lllll.ll" | Marrey

Axis (or Spc)tted Deer) .. | Pullee-Mahn
Mouse Deer (perhaps Barking-Dcer . .| Sarroogoo-Mahn

is meant, and not Chevrotain)

|

See Evrfaw!
Wild Buffalo .| Kohtoo-Mahdoo
Crocodile f: S =5 i Mothalley
Hare { Moosal
Jackal ! Narree
Pangolin i Ooloonkoo
Mongoose | Kelree-pulley
332

Name Amended (where necessary)

I
|
i
|
| Yaanai or Aanai
Karadee
Punry (grammatical) or Pundy (colloquial)
(u pronounced as in ** tub ”’
Pulee (u as in *“ bull )
Marrai
Pullie-Mahn (u as in bull)
Sarugoo-Mahn
(u as in bull)

Kaddoo-Erumai (¢ as in met and # as in bull)

Muthalat (u as in bull)

‘ Muyal (grammatical jor Musal (colloquial) (u as in bull)
Naree

‘ Anungkoo (u as in bull)

| Keery- —Pullai ( (1 as 1n bull)
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CORRESPONDENCE

I'.'u_gr' ish Name

Porcupim‘

Red Monkcy u"'l‘nquc Munku‘}'

Grey Monkey :
(Black Wanderoo or Lmum
Monitor-Lizard
Civet-Cat. .
Peafowl

Jungle-Fowl

Name as given by
Mr. .-'hhp Crowe

Moollahn-Pandee

Korangoo
Mandee

Udumbu

Pullugoo-Pooney
Myil

Kahtoo-Sahavl

Name Amended (where necessary)

Mul-Punry (grammatical) or
(first u as in bull

Mul-Pund}.'

[ and i as in tub

colloguial ),

Siru-Kurangoo (# as inbull)
Karung-Kurangoo (1 as tn bull)
(first u as in tub ;

cr ]'VTmeft"a'—Kur;mgm‘-

second u as in bull

Udumboo (it as 1n bull

Punukoo-Poonai (# as in bull) of Puluga-Naavy

Myil : '
Kahroo-Cheval (¢ as in her) or

used for peacock)

Kahtoo-Kolee (both sexes)

Kahtoo-Chaaval (both

Snipe Kottan-Kooroovee Pundee-Pathukai (first # as in tub, second u as in bull)
Green Pigeon Pachey-Peerah Pachchai-Purah (i as in bull)
Teal Tahrah . Chully-Tahrah
Duck Tahrah I Tahrah | gem‘ra] name |
Python . Male-pamhi . Malai-Pahmboo or, Venkanaanthy (Pahmboo)
Cobra Nallah-Pahmboo Naaga-Pahmboo or, Nallah-pahmboo
Russell’s Viper Vineyan-pahmboo Kannaady-Pudayen (i as in bull) or, Kannaddy-Vyrien
Scorpion Komban-thel | Nadduva-Kaaly
Tarantula Pulimuka-silanchi | Pulimuka-chilanthy
Black Ant | Kadeeyan : Kadyen ‘
Tick | Sellu | Unny (1 as in bull)
Leech (not Leach) .. | &dde Addai
| |

OTHER USEFUL WORDS
Yes Ahmah Aam or Ome (as 1n Home)
No [ley | Tllai '
Water Idrmkmol Tannee ! Tanneer

Water- hole ( :mmul

Large River
Small River
Camp

Gun

Rice (botled)

Tannee-Kevolee

Heng-Gey
Ahroo
Pahle yam

Tohkoo
Sohroo

Tanneer-Kuly (1t as in bull| or, Tanneer-Mudoo
rub’

Ahroo

Sit-Ahroo

Koodaarem

Thuvakoo

Choroo

(i as in

The Chevrotain or

Kalkudah, E.P.

in Tamil.

Mouse-deer is called Ukkulaan-Punr¥
Ukkulaan-Pundy (Colloquaial ),

first and second u as in bull,

and the third « as in tub) ot

SVEOLS:

e
3
(Y
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THE MALDIVES BECKON TO A NATURALIST

NATURALIST'S consuming passion, 1t 1s
said, is unexplored territory. And to the
veteran naturalist, Mr. W. W. A. Phillips, the
Maldive atolls are unexplored territory. Practi-
-:;1“}-' nolhing 1S scientiﬁcnll)' known of the
fauna of the atolls. So Mr. Phillips 1s going
there to study fauna.
For 45 years Mr.
life 1n (,e}lon s jungles.
in 1911, he started planting with his uncle,
the late Mr. R. W. Kerr. His love for the
wilds and its creatures took him into the jungles,
and he is an authority on Ceylon’s wild life.
He has written two books—** Mammals of
Ceylon " and " Birds of Ceylon,”
sides a member of the British Ornithological
Union, the 70010gicnl Society, and Fellow
of the Linnean Society and of the Ornitho-
logical Union of America.

Phi]lips has studied wild
When he came here

and s be-

His wife shares with him his passion for
animals. ** She 1s a wonderful organiser, and
alwa}'s accompanies me on my Cal"nping ex-

In the bunga-
aimals

pediritmh.” Mr.
]ML‘I at
always welcome visitors.

Phi“ips said.
Bandarawela,
There was a pair of
owls that Lmd to visit them datly, and Mrs.
Phillips had a tame pangolin (scaly ant-eater)
that used to L_Ll.]] itself around her ankle w hrh
about her housework. They

low the y were

she went even
med taming a month-old crocodile, but found
it a Cross litcle creature.

Mr. Pl1il]ip~; told me he was concerned
about rhc decline of Ceylon’s natural vegeta-
* The capital v value of the land is buncr
destroyed for the sake of one or two years’
crops,” he said.

Mr. and Mrs. Phillips will leave for
Maldives this month, and return next February.
In March, they for Europe. * We
will return to (:e}'lon when we can,” he said.

The British Museum will receive all the speci-
Mr. Phillips hopes to collect 1n the
Maldive Islands.

l'l()I"I.

the

will leave

IMens

Morning Iimes.

REVIEW
Birds of Ceylon—Book 3—by W. W. A. representative the district, illustrated with
Phillips, F.L.S., M.B.O.U., FEZzS.—Associated coloured plates by Cicely Lushington. These are

\*fw_»p;ip:rs of Ceylon, Ltd. Rs. 8 and Rs. 4.2
HIS is the third book of this handy lll’l’lt.
series, the two preceding ones being, Birds
of the Garden and Birds of our Swamps and Tanks.
Two more are promised to complete the series
of five; and we do hope that the author’s
departure from the Island will be no impedi-
ment to their complerion.

The present volume deals with the Birds of
Our Highlands, the smallest of climatic
zones—nevertheless of special interest in that
it is the home of our relic fauna, allied to but
distinct from the t}.'pical fauna of the Island
and of India. This relic fauna includes such
beautiful birds as the Ceylon Magpie, Kelaart's
Yellow-eared Bulbul and the Lady T Lorrington Wood-
pigeon—all found only in the hlg‘ht‘l' altitudes.

The descriptive matter has “the authoritative
clarity so characteristic of the author. A short
mnoduum} preface 1s followed by a revised
check list of the highland birds ; and that by
brief descriptions of twenty birds

our

selected

334

.lms been available to

of a better quality and a richer tone than those
in the previous volumes.

What marks this book for special distinction
is the final chapter on Bird Migration in rela-
tion to Ceylon. The author says, ** Our know-
ledge of it is on a par with what existed 1

Britain ﬁftv years ago.” We have so far had
to rely on the casual observations of bird-
watchers. On these meagre data, Mr. Phillips.

with the msight of the true ornithologist, has
drawn a map, supported by such {\'ldtlkL as
of the ‘* assumed
main migratory routes to Ceylon.” It should
form a 11€|pful hypothesis for future workers
in this field.

hI]]‘I

Let us hope that the time 1s not far distant
when, as Mr. Phillip~; suggests, observatories
will be set up on our small islands and head-
lands on the mlglant routes, where the b;mding
and ringing of birds will be undertaken.
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Best seller 1956

on an Imperial

‘Good Companion’

Imperial Good Companion Portable No. | Rs. 365-00
Imperial Good Companion Portable No. 3 Rs. 425-00

Available on easy payment terms.

SOLE AGENTS C A R G I L L S

(CEYLON) LTD.,, COLOMBO & BRANCHES
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WILLYS

MODEL CJ-5

> UNIVERSAL

J )

g 5
A 4-wheel drive Universal ‘Jeep’ takes you to the job, wherever it is—on the
road or off! This rugged performer carries men and equipment over the highway
in conventional 2 wheel drive. Then when work calls for travel off the road
through mud and sand, up-hill or down you shift a single lever for 4-wheel

drive. With power take off or hydraulic lift, the Universal ‘Jeep’ does an endless

variety of jobs. To find what it can do for you, call today for a demonstration.

UNITED MOTORS LTD..

100, HYDE PARK CORNER,
COLOMBO—2.

Phone: 78166 'Grams : “UNIMOTO.”
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T,

FLY
TO
ROME

for travel
in Europe

, SUPER G CONSTELLATION

_ FIRST CLASS OR TOURIST

Weekly departures
every THURSDAY

This summer’s extensive stop-over plan
includes many more continental cities worthy

of a visit en route to your destination.

NN

R

Consult your B.O.A.C.|QANTAS Appointed

/ Agent or James Finlay & Co. Lid..
'ngxMMﬁW/WW% ° 6? Queen Street, Colombo. Phose: 782814
#//WW//JW////W,W,///%

FLY-BOAL-ANTAS

BRITISH OVERSEAS AIRWAYS CORPORATION WITH QANTAS EMPIKE AIRWAYS LIMITED

b

&

N

N
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Horizens '

oi ‘.’I
s 1 |

HE Scientist must look to the future. In the laboratory nature’s
riches are matched to the growing needs of magkind.

Fundamental to the development of the earth’s resources is the

supply of energy, and today’s prime source of energy is oil.

Thus Shell is spending Rs. 200 million annually on research establish-
ments, equipment and personnel to promote investigation into the
nature of oil; into ways of finding and extracting it; into the
techniques of refining from it the infinite variety of oil products,
chemicals and other derivatives; and into methods of applying
them.

The expert in the Shell Laboratory may classify fossils, condense
gases or breed flies. Whatever his speciality he will be contribut-

ing to the future of Man.

SHELL) research points the way
4
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TO BE RELEASED SHORTLY

FAR-OFF THINGS

3Y

R. L. SPILTEL

Second Edition Revised and Enlarged
WELL. ILLUSTRATED, WITH DRAWINGS BY VARIOUS ARTISTS.
There can be no finer introduction to Ceylon than
this book, the diversified character of which em-

bodies the history, legends, peoples including the
Vedda aborigines, jungle lore and adventure.

Please address yomr inguiries to -

COLOMBO BOOK CENTRE,

P. O. BOX 305, COLOMBO.
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The Law of the Jungle

KILL or BE KILLED
—the stern, relentless
law the untamed wild.
Only strength and cour-
age decide the right to
survive. Life is brutal;
yet, the savage grandeur
of it stirs the hearts of
all true sportsmen, and
makes to them the call
of the wild irresistible.
To answer this call we o WY
equip you with every- \
thing you need.

NIMRODS

LIMITED 7 Peaans
= .?}?“f
the sporting people Yod 1
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in world's higgest
small car buy!

gMWMWMWWMMWMﬂWWW/ U e ”’/lxx

==

i

Performance? The Minor’s spark-
ling O.H.V. engine gives you all the
speed. power and acceleration you’ll
want. Roominess? More than ample
for 4 adults. Riding ease and road-
holding? Torsion bar independent
front wheel suspension provides
velvet-smooth stability. Runniné
costs? Exceptionally low. .. Try the
*Minor” for yourself!

TAKE IT FROM HERE ON A TEST DRIVE

Distributors :

BRITISH CAR CO., LTD,,

Alston Place Colombo.

Printed at The Times of Ceylon, Ltd., for the Wild Life Protection Society of Ceylon.
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