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STATE GOUNCIL OF CEYLON,

Wednesday, August 26, 1942,

The Council et af 10 .., Mgz,
Sppaker [Toe How. S Warriariveam
Durars wany | in the Chair.

NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

*Mr. G. R. de Silva (Colombo N orth) :

I give notice of the following molion :
That with a view to ensuring the
proper enforcement of the distribution
of foodstufts and the control of prices,
this Couneil is of opinion that Boards
of Control should be associated with
the Ministry to which is allocated Food

Control and Control of Prices of Com.-

modities in emergencies and that such

Boards of Control should be set up in

every Provineial Town and shonld in.

clude representatives of the people.

I also give notice, Rir, that I shall in-
troduce a motion under Standing Order
153 to suspend all relevant Btanding
Ordens to enable me to move this motion
at an carly date, ' '

QUESTIONS.
(ORAL .HNSWE-RS.)_
: 41/42, _
BHAJRI: IMPORTS &
DISTRIBUTION.

Mr, 8. Vytilingam (Talawakele) ; Will
the Hon. Minister of Asviculture and
Lands be pleased to state—(a) How
many tons of Bajrl were imported by the
Marketing Department from January 1,
19427 (b) How many tons were sold to

' Primary Distributors or Wholesale Mer-

chanls in the city of Colombo? (¢) How
many tons were sold fo Bstates and
Wholesale or Retail Merchants in out-
stations? (d) What was the selling
prices per cwh. 2 Will the Hon. Ministor
please table a statement giving the
names and addresses of the buyers of
Bajri from the Marketing Department
and the quantities sold to each and the
dabes ? :

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake (Min-
ister of Agriculture & Lands): The
questions referred to deal with the dis-
posalt of Bhajri purchased in India and
stored by the Marketing Commissioner
on behalf of the Food Controller.

[Note.—An agferisk (*) against the nome of o
Member indichtes that his remarks have not been
reviged by him.] !
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Di
(My, D. F. vayasuriya) ; Will the Hon.

Minister of Communications and Works
please state—(1) What the duties and
powers of the Director of Transport ave?
(2) Whether he has been vested with any
powers under the Defence Reoulations ta -
co-crdinate the rail and road transporb

serviegs? (8) Whether his report on the

co-ordination of rail and road transport
services will be tabled for the information

of ‘this. House? (4) Whether the State -
Couneil will be given an. opportunity to
debate on the proposals?

(Minister of <Communications &
Works): (1) Mr. 8. W. Nelson was
originally appointed as Transport Expert
to invesbigate and report upon the Rail-
'way position and to make recommend-
ations for the further co-ordination of

road and rail fransport, with a view to

securing the most convenient and econo-
mic method ¥ travel and transport, hav-
ing due regard to the interests of the
public utilizing the transport services and
the financial interests of the country.

Ih view of the mew and urgent frans-
port problems arising from the change
in the pesition in the Far Hast it was
decided thet pending a full investization
of the problem of the long 'term re-
organization of transport, Mr. Nelson
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‘Ueylon, with effect-fron farch 20, 1942

The Director has pro sed schemes for
the reorganization of v ad services. The
mation of the Miniates for Local Admin-
istration in regard to the reorganization
of bus seryices was approved by the State
Couneil on July 29, 1942, His dutbies
generally cover th improvernent and co-
ordination rail and inland water
transnort. 1 member of the Petrol
Board, the w. o Disposal Committes
and the Raili ay Priovity Committee
svhich makes sily allocations of avail-

able e wagons. e is the sole
requis authority for motor vehi-
cles, and spare parts! He advises

the srnment on problems affecting
inly .« transport. .
(2) Nao. B
*(8) and (4) As explained in the answer
_to (1) no report on the long term co-
ordination of road and rail transport ser-
viccs can he expected for some fime,
When the report is made the ITonge will
h,:fwe every opportunity of expressing its
views thereon.

SEED PADDY: CASH ADYANCES
PAID TO NEEDY CULTIVATORS.

#Mp, 8. Abeywickrama (Udugama):
Before we wgel on  to |Governmment
buginess, may I have your permission,
Sir, to move a motion of which 1 gave
nolice a few days age? The Hon
Minister of Agriculture and bLands has
agreed to my moving the motion.

Mr, Speaker: Ts it to be moved
formally ? .

*Mr, Abeywickrama: Yes.
Totion s

Bl

That in the opinion of this Cowneil cash
advanees paid fo ncedy eultivatore to buy seed
paddy for the Yala eeascns should neb be
recovered hut treated ag assigtance given fo thein,

as auch advances were paid as Government had

1o seed paddy svailable for free dislribution.
I formally move the motion.

Motion ordered to be referred to the

Executive Committee of Agriculture and:

Lands, under Standing Order 57.

. State Council of Ceylon

The
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POLICE STATION FOR NIKA-
WERATIYA.
Mr. J. H. Ilangantileke (Putfalam):
May T have permission to move a motion
stonding in oy noame ?

Mr. Speaker: Is it to be moved
formally ? !

Mr, Ilangantileke:
motion reads:

That in lhe cpinion of this Commell a Police
Atation shonld be established at Nikaweratiya in
view of the increage of erime, speeislly eadlle
thefhs, in  Nikawerativa. snd Tambarombuwa
village wreas of YWanni Halbpattn, v

Yea, Sir.  The

1 move the motion formally.

Mobion ordered to be referred fo the
Executive Committee of Home Affairs,
under Standing Order 57. '

i

“ FOOD CONTROL IN EMER-
GENCIES, &e.” ¥
The debate on the following motion
of the Hon. Mr. D. 8. Senanayake
(Acting Leader of the State Council and
Alinister of Agriculture gnd Lands) was
continued : :

“* That pursnang to Article 32 (2) of
the Cevlon (State Council): Order
in Conneil, 1931, the Tirst Qehedule to
that Order as amended shall be further
amended—

(1) by the deletion from Group Vof

the funetion described as
* Food Control in Embrgen-
¢ies ? and the nsertion of the
words  © other than food-

stuffs * after the word © Com-

modities > in  the funetion

deseribed - as  ‘Contrel of

Prices  of Commodities - in

emergencies. or to prevent

profileering ’;

(2) by the addifion to Group II of
the following funections :— '

‘ Food Control in  Emer-
goncies ’ :

“ Control of Prices of Food-
gtuffs in emergencies
or (o prevent profiteer-

EE )

Ang e

#*The Hon. Mr. G. E. de Silva (Minis-
ter of Health) : When we adjourned last
nicht, 8ir, T wag on the point of address-
ing the House with regard to certain
observations made by the hon. Member
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Members ave still in the dark. Tt is
really difficult to understand whether,
even at a timne like the present we (ouli
create a separate Food Ministry within

the ambif of this Congtitution. The
hon. Member went on to say: O
T think thaf conld ‘be easily done, M‘» oW

persenal view is this, that eithér the Minigter of
Labour, Indnsiry and Commerce ghould take
upon. himself thig question of food and give it hua
undivided altention or, if' that iz not posaible,
assign this funelion, preferably (o the Hon.
Minister of Agricultore and Lands himzelf.”

*Mr. S. Abeywickrama (Udugama.)
That has been done.
*Tha Hon. Mr. G. E. de Silva:—

P Of conrge cut of hig madesty he eould not
malke that giiozesbion himeslf, but 1 think his'

shonlders are hroad enough Lo bear thig burden,

gud T go further and say that in tho cirenm-
atances of the cage iv 18 only the Minister of
Agrienltore and Tmnds who can tackle this ques:
twn properly, nob 6o acccuni of any personal

L wirfnea which he has or of his personal abilities

which are ccrtrxm]v well known. but T take my
stand on this proposition, that the inister of
Agricullure and Tands is the Minister who is
primarily in charce of food. He is in charge of
iood preduction.”
“That was' &
Board. That

direetion
was  Lhe

given to the
contribution

made by the hon. Member.

Mr. S. Natesan (Kankesanturai):
Tige to a point of personal explanation,
I have not resiled from thab pos'itlon,

- What I did say on that occasion and

what T said Vostcrd'i,v was thig, that the
Hon. Mml;rter of Agriculture and Lands

should be in charge of the Ministry of
. Food  only,

that he should not be

“Aug. 26, 1949] Debates.
for Kankesantural (Mr. Natesan). The burdened
hon. Member made a very ccareful  should g
contribution o the debato. He was his new
followed by the hon. Member for Galle *The E
(Mr. H. W. Amarasuriva) who practical- again ap
Iy endorsed the sentiments expressed by e
the hon. Mernber for Kankesanturai. The hon.
When I listened to the hon. Member el
for Galle yesterday opposing the recom- Ordoy in
mendation of the Board of Ministe T S|
could not understand his position in  that vou
view of the directiong thd,n he gave the of the s
Board of Ministers | o horw Dl e
question should be fxolved by the, eGhtinne |
For the information of the House I voun take
will read a passage from the spcech of of the ore
the hon. Member for KamLe;santurm S
** The amendment which T have in view id this,  {he f‘ond
" That an independent Ministry of Tood should e can 4
be created within the ambit of the present @l
Consfitntion’,” . travel
[Lauqhter‘[ Perfe("rly right. Hon. CO{]S?_‘*‘E{]}{

can we as
Couneil an
tion of &
implernent,
personally thought at the very com-
mencement. of the previeus debate—and
I zaid so—that this weuld be impossible

and that it would not be legal ta create,

g Ministry in the manner supeested.

The hon. Member for Kankesanturai
gaid just now, *“Thai
gested-—that' the Hon.
only deal with the question of food *'.
Tiet us consider his position. What is
the food *problem? Wha is responsible
for ihe food supply of this ecountry?
Wheo supplies geed paddy, manure?
Who is respongible for the distribution
of for)dsmﬁw‘? It is the Hon. Minister
of Agriculture and Tands.

Thes difficulty about our Constitution
is this, that they have
functions of Ministers; they have ot
co-ordinated the funff;ioas Therefore
we thought that we should try to co-
ordinate t} ‘FuﬂCthﬂ% ah [east now ao
that one Miw_ter would he able to tackle
the question of food whilst engaged in
the production of food. Ts that un-
reasonable? I ask hon. Members to
bear this in mind,
that in order to expedite matters in order
to co-ordinate the funetions of Minis-
terg, in order to help the Hon. Minister
who is responsible for the distribution
of faod to get along with the production
of food.

is what I sug-
Minister should

divided the’

that we have done
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[The Hon. Mr. de §

What are the funct ' the Hon.
Minister of Agricultu Ad Lands?
One of his subjecis iz siculture. Is

that subject not closely connected with

. the subject of Food? ' ae other subjee

" _he deals with is Co-op/ ative Marketing;

“mugh distribute this food equitably.

he deals with Forestuy; he deals with
Land. sl these subjects are intereon-
neeted with the produetion of food; you
cannot possibly say that be is not inter-
egted i food vrad- ction. If he is inter-
ested in f duection, I ask hon.
Members there is anything
wrong in allow. , him to distribute that
food. ) ;
We have do.e the best we can.,
not gay

Ido
his is the ideal that it is

perfec’ . House wveferred & motion
i e i owith this matter to the
.Boar Ministers, and we had to inter-

pref ehe proper meaning of the motion.
¥ we came here and said that we could
‘st do anvthing, hon. Members would
wve thought that we were defying the
decision of the House.

Let us take the present position. Is

the man who produces food nol To be

enabled to hold the seales evenly and
say, *° Now T must produce all this food.
I am now in a responsible position. I
TIf
anything gocs wrong, they will hang
me . This man will not be able to say,
 Oh, the food is imported from other
parts of the world; T must therotore keep
quiet 7. He will havy to find ways and
means of inereasing food production. I
would beg of honm. Members to realize
the position we are in. It is not a gues-
tion of eriticizing each other-at the
present time; if is not a. question of find.
ing fault with any particular Member of
the Board of Ministers, "becatise how-

ever much you may fry to tackle the

subject of Food, your attempts will be in
vain unless you  co-ord nate . the
functions. 2
Sir, there is one Minister who is at pre-
'gent responsible for this work; and whon
the Board of Ministers came to this deci-
‘sion we put it directly to him, * Are you
willing to continue to he the Food Minis-
ter?’’, and his answer was, *° No."

*The Hon, Mr. G. C. 8. Corea, (Minis.
ter of Labour, Industry & Commerge) :
Bubject to gualification.

State Council of éeylon

different oeeasions.
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#The Hon. Mr. G. E, de Silva: He
gaid, ©* I donot want it:  Let it be given'
to any other Minister . In the elreum-
stances, I would ask hon. Membesrs, is if
possible for us to come to any other con-
clusion than allowing the Minister of
Agriculture and Lands to deal with this
question ¥ -

Another point that I want hon. Mém-
bers to bear in mind iz this. Rightly or
wrongly there is eriticism day in and day
out against the distribution of food and
the Tood Ministry. That criticism is
perhaps not justified. But we havye to
do our best to help a Minister who iz
already over-worked. We know that he
is over-worked. It is mob his normal
functions that he has to perform to-day.
He has a large number of additional
duties, and his tasks are inpreasing.
Therefore, is it nof the duty of everyhody
who wants to solve this problem m &
satisfactory manner to solve it 50 that we
¢an tell the country that we haye done
our best, that we are doing our best and
if we fail it is not due to want of desire:
on our part to tackle this question ?

We have spent three days over this
question; it has been discussed on three
Ton, Members know
that we have appointed Mr. O. E. Goone-
tillele as Director of Food Supply. ' He
is & man who has done his very best.
He is the best man we can get to solve
problems of this kind, and he hag not yet
been given any chance ta show what he
van do in connexion with this question.
This is o matter in which yougmust allow
a man fo carey on for gome time and do
what he can to solve the difficult
problemm. : :

_#Mr. U. Batuwantudawe (Kalutara) :
He has too many irons in the fire. °

*The Hon. Mr. G. E. de Silva: The
hon. Member ssvs that he has foo many
irons in the fire. If is the man who can
control the smelting of all those irons
satisfactorily who can solve these pro-
blems. It is not the man who sits in his
chaiy and says, *° I have solved this pro-
blere,”” and gives directions to ather
people. T know that Mr. Goonetilleke
is a man who goes to the very spot
to the very place where his servees are
needed. ITe is not a man who sits in bis
chair and gets other people to do his -
work: he goes where his presence is
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necessury, -discusses matters with the
people concerned, and formulates policies
‘which are acceptable to the country.

__*Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam (Point
Pedro) : He will keep the home fires
burning |

*The Hon. Mr. G. E. de Silya: How
can you alter the present position by
haying & Ministry only for this purpose—
for solving this problem—within the
ambit of the Constitution? At g timo
like the present, in a crisis like thig, let
s pub our heads together; let us eo-
operate with each olber. "I know that

~ there is a great deal of dissatisfaction in
the country with regard to distribution
ol food. Tt is no use forgetting that fact.

At the pregent time we have to keep our

heads and try to solve this problem as
best as we can. We feel that there in
- mo better person fo whom we can turn
except the Minister of Agvieulture and
Lands,

*Mr, E. W, Abeygunasckera (Nuwara
Eliya) : 1 had no intention of participat-
ing in this debate, but after the brilliant
speech of the Minister of Health I amn
encouraged to speak a few words.

Befory triaking any observations on the
motion itself, T must say that 1 have
great regard for the Hon. Minister of
Agriculture and Lands. Of all the Minis-

lers on the Board, T admire the Minister
. of Agrieulture mest. But, Sir, he is ask.
ing us for a blank cheque, He hag not
placed belore this House a scheme from
‘which we ean find out what he is going to
‘do and when he 18 going o do it.  What
is the scheme by which the peaple of this
countey, will be supplied with food ?

1 ask the Hon. Minister of Agriculture

and Lands whother he is in a position to
tell us how many bushels of paddy he
gete trorn his Minneriva Scheme, and for
how many monthe that would be suffi-
cient to feed the people of at least the
North-Central Province? Ile has not
told us even thai, alth ough we have vat-
ed millions of rupees for that scheme
since 1951,

1 have had the honour and privilege of
being o Mernber of his Fxeeutive Comn-
mitbee. T know he worked hard on that
scheme.  He ig in charze of the Forest
Departraent; and food can be produce]
through that Department ton. e i8 in
charge of dhe Imrigation Departmient,

Debates.
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the Hon. Minister of Tocal Adminigtra-

tion that Village Committees should

open depots to cater for the needs of the
suffering - masses  in the rural arcas.
Under their instruclions I opened a

Village Committes Depot, and T was told
that T could obtain sundries from the

Controller. T went and had a talk with
the Controller. He said, “ Yos, T ean
give you sugar, chillies, garlic, Maldive

fish 7 [A Muwvpur: Salh]. Tiater on T

obtaimed salt from the Commissioner of
T obtained a few ewt. of Maldive

Salt,
fish but T found that it was all rubbish—
there was a large quantity of sand—#that

the “the Maldive fish had decayed. .
Government sell articles that arve not fit

for human consumplion, what should we
do? Bhould Government not he charged
in a Court of law?  Ont of 112 1h. T
returned 60 1b. to the Controller, but he

wrote to 1 o to say that he dould nob

refund the woney. T think the stuff that
T returved Lo him had to be buried.

T say that the buver should be allowed
At least to examine the contonts of the
bag. They suy, “ No; if yvou wigh take
the bag, or else clear out ', Ty that
officer fil to control'that Deparfment? T

fish. You have put in as the Tlead of

that Department a man who has had np

experience of such work. e hag been n

do not think he has ever tasted Maldive *|
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géneics."” -'

[Mr. Abeygunaseker

Judge, he has been Pe ser-Greneral.
. He is a brilliant Civit ) . at, Heis a
. very capable mon for w n L have great

respeet.  But that is. .aother maller.

For this work we wan' a °* Mudalali ™,

a irader, & man W} . can manage o

business—a business-.ainded mian.
- Even | we give this subject over to the
. Minister 'of Agriculture and Lands, he
 he will contmue to work with the
¢ same people. Wb tever results the Hon,
. Minister of o Industry and Corn-
. merce obld Il be obtained by the
Hon. Minister . Agriculbure and Tands;
nothing more 040 that—I can assure
you of it, 1 ¢ n prediet all these things..

Tt is » * e fault of the Hon. Mini-
ster of r, Industyy and Commence
that s in regard to the distribu-
tion od. He does not know how to

gele . the right man. Apart from that,
vev .n it he says,
& - un ', the Public Services Commission
r the Chiel Secretary will say, ** No,

" _you must have this man . Bo he says,
“ Bhei hamuduruwanay ©' to everything
the Public Services Commission say. |
 trust, however that when thiz snatter
* & placed in the bands of the Hon. Minis-

. ter of Agriculture and Lands be will not -

" say " Ehei hemudunacenay ? ygn o bho
same way. | remember, he was asked
" to say w0 in regard to Trrigation Engi-
neers, bub he did not. I admire his
conduch and his boldness.
; The Mon. Minister has not, however,
s piven us g definite scheme, although the
~ resolution stated that there should be an
. independent Ministry ereated. What is
proposed is not an ndependent Ministry;
it ie the same old thing. I feel that until
and unless the Departments under the
‘Ministry of Agriculture and Lands are
taken away, this scheme will be a failure.
‘ When that happens, hon. Members will
~ have to look up and say “ Avven 7, jush
" gs Christions say  Amen " the end of
prayer. If the Ilan. Minister 15 to
handle the food problem, he must be en-
. abled o handle it alone, instead of other
. Departments being combined with this
. work. :
Then, there are certain people who are
. misleading the public.” They say that
- the Ministers are responsible for the exist-

' ing state of affairs. 1 know that it is

not so0; but I want to tell the House that

State Council -of .C.éylon

“ [ do mot want this,
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whichever Minister may be in charge of
this subject, he should select the right
people, no malter whether they be elerks.
or poople who are outside the Harvice.
The people outside the Bervice are the
people who swill best be able to fackle thi=
question. not Civil Servants,” The Civil
Qervant is trained o do a certain thing in
g certain way. Ile is nob a person whes
can handle the distribution of rice,
chillies, and other mrticles. :
T the absence, therefore, of a definite
scheme I have not been able to make up
my mind whether to support or oppose
this motion. The hon, Member for
Anuradhapura (Mr. Freeman) wanta me
to support this proposal. He, 1 feel, has
a greal love for his own Minister: Butb

- T will nob love my Minister if ho happens,

to go astray. Even though Bir D. B.
Jaytilaks s my Minister, it he were to
bring up some ** rotten '’ schemie, do your
think T would support it? I would be the
last person to do a thing ol that 206,
Therefore, what I would suggest to the
Hon. Minister is that he should eonsull
some of the Members before he
formulites a scheme.

The whole trouble with the Hon. Min-
ister of Labour, Industry and Commerce
is that he never consulted the Memnbers.
He conzulted only o few so-called clear-
headed Members. Well, if they had ab
Jerst an ounce of brains, they would have
advised the Hon, Minister what to do,
how to do it and when fto do it
The Hon. Minister should af least con-
sult the Member of the area concerncd
in order to find out what required to
be done for the area. 1 will be able to
formulate & scheme for my area, for |
instanes; 1 ean do ik

MThe other day T had an intelview with '
the Civil Defence Commissioner, and I
told him how to check profiteering. Tam
not going to tell hon. Members what 1
told him: that would not be fair. Bub
if the Commissioner will only adopb the
method that T suggested, T am swre $hat
profitecring could very easily be ehecked. .
Although I am nol a man who ean boast,
of acadernical gualiﬁcations:, still T elaim
to be a man with commen sense. T can
at least boast of having graduated in the
university of experience. :

S0, whether this resolution is passed
to-day or not—it is all the same whether *
it is passed or not—I would suggest to-
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the Tlon. Minister of Agriculture and
Lands that he should at least consulb us.
We would be able to advige him as to
how to proveed in the matter. :

I do not wand to take upon myself the
burden of &dwsmg the Hon, Minister as
to what to do in respect of other consti-
tuensies, but in resard to my own arca,
T have alreadv placed a résolution betore
this House to the effcet that'a depot for
sundries should be opened ut Kandy.
 Onee that is done, the heart- burning ‘of

all these people in the Central Province
will . disappear. People from Nuwars
Llive, and Matale will be able to come to
Kandy and buy their sundrics. Likowise,
Government depots for sundries should be
established in every Province; half the
trouble will be solved once that is done.
Without doing something of that sort,
the Minister sits in his LIqur the Con-
troller sits in his office upstairs, with a
ninnber of deaf, people to attend to his
work., 1 ean prove it.  The other day 1
went to fhe Controller’s office and aslked
d Clerle, ** I sy, has the paper come?”’
He could not hear me; and T had to
ghout, *° HFas the paper come ?’. Ti wus
only then that he said, ** Yes
can you attend to this work with deaf,
dumb and blind people? Yet the Minis-
teriof Health says, *° Oh, we are patriots;
we will do this.and we will do that to
‘gecure the salvation of the suffering
masses . That is all bunkum, = This is
all mere bluff, and I do not know how far
they will be suecessful in thein bluffing.
Now, if the commodities in the hands
of the wholesale dealers are chegled
daily, T am quite positive that things
“could be brought to a normal state. But
nothing whatever of that kind has been
‘done. We simply waste our lungs here,
and the Ministers do not take heed of
what we say. This is a matter to be
resretted. If the Hon. Minister of Agri-
culture and TLands will only tell us,
““This ig how T am ‘going 16 do this *'—
he is known as and termed the avalere of
Prakrama Bahu; 1 verily beliove it—if
would enable us to make up our minds
to vote for the motion.

Dr. A. P. de Zoysa (Colomho South) :

Food production and the food supply m‘e'

two matters of very great importance.
They are of paramount importance, 1

should 58V, cons;dermd the condition of .

the country to-day. The wery fact that
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subject of the food qupplv which is B
mabler pertaining foycormmerce—is to be
transferred to any other Minister, it
would be an indireet vote of censure on
the Minister of Labour. I he says, “ I
cammot do this because of other work >’
then he should be relioved of those other
duties, and those duties given over cither
fo the Ministor of Loc al Admmla‘rmtwn
or the Minister of Iealth or the Minisker
would thereby be
relieved of Lhosc, duties. o

Tood production snd a faod supply

_‘1.1‘9 the two things which we want very

badly in this country. Therefore, cach
Minister miust be given the full opportu-
nity- of doing his best; otherwise wa
would ot be able to Hume that Ministry
in case of failure. We must take it for
granted that the besl results can be.
achieved - division of work, That is
why we wu * the Miniater of Agriculture
to do his best to produce food. snd the;
Minister of Labour, Tndustry and Com- |
meres to do his best, even neder‘tmg the
other subjecis allotted to him, to supply
and distribute food. Tb say that ong
Ministry ecould do both well iz to deny
that ﬂradt principle of division of labour.

The Minister of Health pointed out “ﬂnﬁ
co-operation or co-ordination cam be
brought about by amalgamation. Com-

-
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[Dr. de Zoysa.]
bination is not co-ordine .
ordinabion *’ is meant t parate bodies
functioning together ir. cder to produce
good resulbs. [Therefc e . eco-ordingtion

ean be brought ab at by working
separately. I do not, .ke the Hon. Min.
ister saying,”’ I can play the lion too ™,
and the "efore_ everything being given
over to him. This is not the time for
experimenting.

I should like tc see the Ton. Minister
of Agricul’ i Lands being| even re-
Heved of .rn-atters pertaining to
him except s, production, or another
Minister taking over food production. In
the same way one Minister should take

ane J‘JEN{!IG.\!

By “ co-

up the ©°  "on of the food supply. Ii
dbhe T » of Labour, Industry and
Com and his Minigtry think that
thes incapahle of deing the worlk,

the -1t should be handed over lo the
I nister of Loeal Administration alone,

. ad his other subjects such as ' Village

Joramittees Y, and so on, should be
attended to by rome other Minister; he

- should not have to pay attention to those

subjects.
When T consider the need for food n

| this country, I think we can. afford to

meglect edueation, health, and the work
done hy the Minister of Loeal Adminis-
tration, so that all these Ministries may
encourage food production. A great

part of the time of the schoolmasters-

and the children could also be devoted
to food production. BSo in the case of
» Doctors. The Chict Becretary should
grant half a day’s leave fo a thousand or

Lmiore Clerks working in the Secretariab

Building for the purpose of food produe-
tion. That will improve their health,
" and they will be doing o service to this
country.

Therefore, food produefion should be
attended to by the Minister of Agricul-
ture along, with the co- r}]}erahcn and

" pegistariee of all of Uug-and ev n \Imnb{n

of this House should where possible join
m food production. :

:Tn the same way “ Food Supply
“should be allotted to one Minister be-
cause it iz ag imporfant as, if nobt more
inportant than, food prohwiﬂon Bir,
when we voted for the motion of theon.
Member for Paoint Pedro (Mr. Potmam-
fbahlm we expoeted the Ministers o get
* ene Minister to do this work. Of course,
they are doing so by giving it t« an Min-

22
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‘is most important.

-all his attention to food supply.
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ister whose servicés are as important as
is the question’of the food supply. How-
ever much the Minister of Agriculture
and Lands may be willing to do this work,
seeing the necessity for 1t seeing the cri-
tical position that we are in, is it fair
that ‘we should burden him with a fune-
tion which will divert his full energy and
hig full attention?
" T think fthe Minister of Local Adminis-
tration should come to the rescue. He
should undertake to do this work if the
Minister of Labowr, Industry and Com-
merce refnses to do it, beeause, I feel,
that hiz work is not so onerous just now
and as the problem of the food supply
I thivk, the Minist-
ers thenisclves should come to a decision
on the matter. Because the Minister of
Labour, Industry and Commerce is over-
burdened with work, to put that burden
on another Minister who has an equally
heavy burden is not fairby that Minigter,
by the Couneil and | by the country.
Therefore I propose that the Ministers
should reconsider the matbter. If the
Minister of Flealth savs that he has the
necessary energy and can attend to this
work, surely he should be given this.
work. Or the Minister of Local Admin-
istration could be given the sork. The
Minister of Agriculture and Dands, ont
of hig-energy and his enthusiasm, will do
1his work if he is asked to do it. DBub are
we being fair in ssking him to do 1t'when
he has o very urcent work on his hands.
namely, the produetion of food? Mo say -
that the person who produces food is the
best suited to distribute the food is nob
rood economy. There should be this
division of labour to enable him to devote
There-
fore T oppose this metion, not because 1
do not want this Ministry fovmed. but
fbacause T want one Minizter o fake up
the guestion of the food supply.

*Mr. R, 5. 8. Gunawardana (Gam- -
pola) : T should like to make a few. obser-
vations on this moetion. Whilst T have
wndoubtedly the Tillest confidence in the
nbility of the Minister of Aevienlture and
Lands to. discharge the dufies of Food
Vinistor, T do not think that the Board
of Ministers has faken all the . eirenm-
ktancos into acgount in arriving atb this
deccision.  Undoubtedly thiz House has
the fullest eonfidence in the Minister of
Avrieulfure and Tands, and the country |

s
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certainly will back him always in any
‘measure that he undertakes for the wel-
fare of this country. Those are facts
which ave acknowledged.

. But I should like the Houge to consider
this proposal of the Board of Ministers in
4 dfferent way altogether. The Board of
of Ministers has signally failed to imple-
ment the decision of this House. » Any

proposal coming from the Board of Min. *
_isters need not be aceepted by this Mouse, *

nor need the Board of Minisfers run aw ay
with the idea that any proposal, any
camouflage, any s,ttempb is good enough
when a dnect indication has been given
by this House. The indication given by
this House wag that a geparate I\Ilnlster
should undertake this important work.
The Hotige was dissatisficd that the Min-
ister of Labour, saddled as he iz with
other responsibilities, should undertake
food distribution and control too, and
therefore desired that a separate Ministry
shonld be assigned these Tunctions.

In point of fact I did state even on
that oceasion that it was humanly
impossihle—it was not meant to be a re-
flection on the Minister of Labour; by
no means that—for any gingle person to
undertake such a tremendous responsi-
bility a8 dealng with food .control and
food distribution m the present. crisis.
Bo that, what hag the Doard of Ministers
‘dong? The Board of I\-Iinis-tfm-s has mere-
1y transterred ° Tood 77 from the Minis-
ter of Labour, Industey and Commerce
o the T\Ihﬁlbft’l’ of Aﬁrleuliure and Lands.
. The pomt.mn g0 far as this Houze is
concerned is very much the same, is
ahsolutely the same. The Minister of
Agriculbure and I‘a:LdA will eontinue to
perform his hormal dutics while he will
talke an this added responsibility,

The proposal of the Board of Ministers:

ig tantamount to a vobe of no-cenfidencs
in, the Minister of Labour, Industry and
Commeree. I iz the unkindest eut,
wn?mfv as it does from the Doard of
Alimisters itself,. I swonder whether the
Board of Mmisters had paused for a
motent to consider that agpect of the
matier. TF the Board thinks that the
Minizster of Tabonr, Tndnstry and Com-
merce s inpompetent, s unable to dis-
chirge the duties assiened to hiz Ministry
and that it has no confidence m his capa-

' eity to undertake those responsibilities,

then T think it would be a sui-_talble. orea-
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shall gonsider wuow wweumens and pass
judgment us we think fit. DBut that a
vote of censure should be attempted in
this veiled form, in this ]IJL‘llI‘@CL fashion
is certainly very unkind,

Az fdr ag T wmn concerned, the Mindster

of Labour, Industry and Commerco hag 1
done his best; 1 have no hesitation {31

gaying that. He has always listened o
Tembers with regard to-the requirements
T am grateful to the Min-
ister of Labour, Industry and Commerce
for certain measures of mimf that he uns
dortook at my instance, and I think he
i accessible to all Members. He has

done his best, and he is prepared to do

“his best: and one cannot gay that the
Minister of Labour iz unable to cope with

this work except that one feels that it ia

impossible for one single person to un-
dertake this 1e~,punq1hd 1y beeause of the
present sty Homn.

every minute tha
situstion changes, and action has to be
taken promptly. When the Minister hag
other duties fo perform, thers is no deubf
that there is bound ta be a cortain ameunt
of neglect, That iz the reason why we
wanbted o seporate Minigtry created
abtend fo Fhis work, '

Bvery mw, aont,

The Board of Ministers; T mush say,
has not made any attempt to meet the
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wishes of this House.
Agriculture and Land
has vast experience i
ations of this nature. . haye nothing to
ray with regurd to the . He is responsi-
ble, no doubt, for £ 4 produchion, and

‘gengies. !

lama. ]

e Mimister of

ave no dqoubt,
saling with situ-

therefore in o way _ompetent fo under- .

take tl 8 important tagk. This is not o
question of whether the Minister of
Labour should be preferred to the Min-
ister ol Agricultrre and Lands; the pro-
position i hat. As the Board of
Minisbers it 1, the proposition is
mierely thi, A1ld the Minister of Agri-
culture and | ands be preferred to the
Minister of Tabour, Indugtry and Com-
meree?  Th: proposition of the Board is
Prlsim’ That is not what the House
" . the Board of Ministers.

¥ . is net.even an attempt on the
pa . of the- Board of Ministers to take
- way some of the funetions of- fhe Min-
ster of"Agriculture and Lands to give
him @ free hand in dealing with the
gituation. [A MemER: W hat are those
subjects?] 1t is not for me to suy what
subjects should be taken away. It-is
an arrangement for the Board of Min-
isters. Hor them to say that the Min-
ister of Agriculture and Lands can un-
derbake this work in addition to his other
duties iz certainly not fair in view of the

" direct indication eiven by this House.

I say that not even the semblance of
an, effort has been made to implement
the wishes of this House. If the pro-
posal had bheen to allocate some of the
duties of the Minister of Agriculture and

- Lands to other Ministers in order that he
may be fres to undertake this responsi-

bility, T could have understood i6. Tiven

that effort has net been made.

We are not in possession of the Board
of Ministers! seerets.  SBome say that the
Minister of Labour, Tnd tlbt'[‘\"" and Com-_
merce bp?tl"iﬂv desived that  Tood ” be
taken away from him. W' are not con-
cerned with the wishes of the Minister
of Labour, Indusiry and Commerce or

‘the wishas of the Minister of Agriculture
‘and Lands.

We are concerned with the
manner in which this problem is to be
tackled, and we say definitely that this
is not the way in which the problem
should be tackled. In those cireum-
gtances T am sorry I have to vote agamst
this motlon

State' Council of Ceylon
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*The Hon. Mr. G. C. S. Corea (Minis-
ter of Labour, Industry & Commerce) :
Bir, I thought that the remarks of the
Hon. the Legal Secretary in speaking on
this motion made it quite clear what this
motion really amounts to.. He said hiat
when the matter was considered it was
found that it was almost tmpracticable to
give effect o the decision of thiz Couneil
and that this suggestion was therefore
put forward for the consideration of this
House. : i

Now, as far as L am conoerned I would
like to refer to the frst time tlmt this,
question of a Food Ministry was brought
up on. a direct vote ol no-confidence
moved by the hen. Member for ¢
Udugama (Mr. Abeywickrama). When
that tootion was moved, I mel it
to the best of my ability and cave the
position ag T.gaw it to the House. The
House decided the question by rejecting |
the motion of no-confidence. I thercfore
construed that so far g8 confidence ot no-
confidence was concerned, the matter
was settled on that oceasion when the
House rejected that motion,

Taater when the motion of the “\Imnher

« for Point Pedro (br. Ponnambalam) was

brought up, there was a guggestion thab
that itself contined a suggestion of no-
confidence in that there was present in
that motion & nurober of words which
could be construed as a vote of no-con-
fidenice. I refer to the words in thak
motion stating that a separate Ministry
of ood be appointed with a view fo'a
reorientation of poliey in regard to pur-
chase, distribution, control, and so on.

S0, thal raised the queslum of poliey;
and whab was sought was a reorientation
of policy. 1t was thercfore felt in several
quarbers in this House—and T took it in
that light—that il asmounted also to a
fairly direct vote of no-confidence. The
House 18 aware of what happened fo that
motion. A direct amendment to remove
those wordy was moved, and as stated
by the mover of that amendment, it“was
done to delete that part of the motion
which, if it were not a direct condetnna-
tion, = certainly left several in doubt
whether it was condemnation or not.
That amendment was carried. and those
words were deleted.

» Seo, I think that on those two cceasions
the qubstlon of want of confidence or not
was definitely settled.
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A far as T am concerned, T would alse
like to say, in commexion with the ques-
tion of vonfidence which has been raised,
that in regard to this important motion

1 myselt do not look up on it as a vote of
confidende op no-confidence. I look upon
it purely as a vote which can be stretched

to this extent, that if the motion is
acaepled 1t 15 considered that the Minis-
ber of Aevieulture and' Lands and hig
Hxecutive Committee would be able por-
hape fo do this work somewhat better
that the Minister and the Executive
Conumittee of Labour, Industry and
Commerce. It certainly is nob a vote of
cobfidence or no-confidence. It iz for
the Members to decide the makter.
Thorefore T say that that does not
amount to a vote of conlidence or no-
cotifidence. At least, 1 should like to
clear that isguc definitely.

Now, the motion that was ultimately
passed has been explained by scvéral
Members, and it is perfectly élear that
what the TTouse intended, in the letter

- and in the spirit, as T understood it, was
‘that there should be created a separate
Minisiry, " a solo Ministry, and as the
Member for Point Padro, (Mr. Ponnam-
balum), 1 think, said someonc appointed
who would #leep food, dream food, cat
food and do everything only in regard to
food, 1 remember those words. which
were utlersd by an hon, Member., Tt iz

perfectly clesr what the intention of the
+ House was.

I would like to remind hon. Members
that when 1 spoke on that motion [
Hollowed two lines. One war o moeet
that part of tha motion in regard o,

© poliey. I took some pains to explain the
policy that had been followed: by the
Ministry of Labour, Indusiry and Com-

mercel, and I did justify the work that’

“had been dove by my Ministry in con-
nexion with the policy adopted with
regard to food-conirol, supplies, and so
on.' ‘And T told the House of what had
been dotie in the matter, whal reserves
had bheen created, and how the distribu-
tion had been planned. T explained all
that td meet the point that had been
raized. althoush it was misconstrued and
it was said that I was opposing that
motion. - T gave that explanation in order
to clear away ahy misgivings that might
have existed.

The other line I took was that the

admission of the words ** within the

bebates.
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able, oxecept for the opinion of one
Minister whg said, ** No, it is practic-
able.  Let us go into the matter and see
whether ib cannot be given effect to in the
spiril in which it was pub before ug by
the Couneil ', | A

While saying that it was impracticable, .

whon it ‘was pointed out that a method

might he found of giving effect to the B

proposal by some form of redistribution
of funclions, a Sub-commiltee was
appointed by the Board to consider the
matter,
sidered the position. The 'Sub-commit-
tee reported to the Board that it could
be done, that the proposal could be given
effect’ to, and the Sub-cornmitiee put for-
ward a suggestion which indicated one
method of doing if.
proposal for consideration that ** Food 1™
should be Teft with the Ministry of
Liabour, In. wtry and Commerece ag ifs
sole subject, with just one connected sub-
jeet—the control of imports. Anvway,
the idea was that ** Faod ** should be the

sole subject left with the Ministry of | -

Labour. Tndustry and Commerce and
that all the otMer subjects should
be distributed—the Yabour Depart-
ment; the Industries | Department,
and the other Departments—anong
cther Ministries— 3

and that Sub-committes con-

It put forward the .
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#Np. Ponmambalam ; “Ta.sl that the re-
commendation of the Suw-committee?

Lergetieies.

#The Hon, Mr, Cor : Yes,

That suggestion w , considered very
fully, and I pointed ub that it was not
possible to do that b cause it was against
ihe Constitution—article 32—as you
would e completely destroying the minin
eroup or the main  division——the main,

group of “ Lubour, Industry and
Commoree ' —if TOU transferred
“* Liabow try and Comrneree ™ t6
ather & 5 and retained only

“Food ™.
Then we co isidered another alternative
suggestion, and that wus to remove

“ o " om the Ministry of ]';gi;bou-r,
Tnd d Commerce and 1o allow thab
NG to function with allats normal
su o5 and to hand over °f Food 7 to

w0 e ofther Ministry, There was onc
ossibility of doing that.
that the subjdet of Food could have been
given to one Ministor, again by removing
a great mauny ol his subjects,—retaining
one perhaps—and handing over = Food &
to thab Minister. When that suggestion
was  considercd,  there were cerbain
objections  and difficulties dincovered
with vegard toit. When those difficulties
became apparcnt, that proposal had to
be given up.

Tt was after all these considerations
. were gone into that we found definitely
that it was impracticable, impossible to
sive elfach to the resolution of this House.
Then the only question was, could it be
veported that the proposal was impractic-
able. or could spme solution be sent up o
the Counell? As the Leoall SBecretary
said. and as the Hon. Acting Tieader of
the Flouse pointed out when he moved
this molion. the suggestion to hand over
{the subjeet to the Ministry of Agriculture
and Lands was put forsvard for consider-
ation a3, the least objectio able, as the

best out of a number of unsatistactory

solutions that eould be found.

That is the position with regard to this
motion as T see it, and 1 rose really to
express thab view.

Now T want to mhlke one other point
elear—I1 did not intend to refer to it ab
all. or intend to refer to any other
matters besides those which T have just
mendicned—but, T do want to make oune

£

Tt was found-
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point' clear in justice to myse']_f. and in
order to explain the whole position with
regard to the motion brought forward by

. the Hon. Acting Leader of the House,

T want to say that my aslibude always
was that if the decision of the House had
to be given effect to, and a Ministry in
sole charge of Food was to be created,
and if that meant that ** Food ' alone
would have to remain in my Ministry
and all the other subjects would have to
be removed, 1 certainly saw objection 4o
it. It could be done under the Consii-
tution ; other subjects could be removed,
and whatever the House may thivk, il
my personal preferenve wwas sought T
would rather have the subjects which are
normally the subjects of my Ministry
fhan the administration of * Food
Cantrel ¥ alone, i m order to give effect
to the wishes of the House all the other
subjects had to be remoyed Irom my
Ministry. 1[I the subject of *° Food ™
alone had to be taken away from my
Ministry in order to give cffect to the
decigion of the House, then too T had no
objection to that being done, That is as -
far as T was coneerned.

One other point only: there have been
many personal references to me, T take
no notice of them, and T only pray amd
hope that those who made those refer-
arnees would be endowed with the mitt-to
see thernzelves as others seo them.

I will only say this: the argmnent
which the Minister of Local Adminiatra-
tion 20 vehemently brought forward, and
which was followed up by the Minister
of Health, wag never present ag any
ruotnent in my mind and, as far as T can
gather, jn the mmds of those two Minis-
ters when this question of croafing a
soparate Food Minisfry was congidered.
When L was asked to shed the other sub-
joobs and take vp  Food ™, there was
Mo question, of the importance of adding
o ib the subjects of * Tood Production *.
1 wwas asked to fake up *° Topd 7 eunly,
and il was not o consideralion which was
pub forward at thab time—T[ Interrp-
tion] : that is why 1 referred o it.

T would like the ITouse to consider this
proposal in the light of their wishes. As
for ar T am coneemad, T will not take
this motion g & refleckion on me. I il
iz a reflaction on me, I g prepared to
take it ng such. T am prepared to say
that if the House thinks that this subject
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should be linked up with * Food Produe-
' tion . T have noobjection personally,
because it is a matter which the House
has to decide; but T would only say this,
that my pos.l.tlon should not be misinter-
protéd. It should nob be said that I
elthm s.oughﬁ to cling to the subject of
“ Tood , or that I tried to got vid of the
subject of Food *'—as the Minister of
Health put it, I want to make it per-
feetly cloar that [ gaid that as far a3 1
Was (‘Ollf}é'l“led
lefti with me; then the removal of other
subjecls from my Ministry was both con-
brary to the Constitution and would not
cerbainly meet with my wishes, but that
if the subject of * Food ** wuas taken

away and given over to a separate Minis-

tiy, as desived by the House, T would

have no objection whatsoever,

*Mr, S. Abeywickrama (Udugama):

i T was rather interested in the defonce put
up by the Minister of Labour, Tridustry
and Commerce. He oave us details of
the various stages in the consideration of
thig subject and of certain events, and
it appeared to me thal his tongus was
not working af certain stages. 'l'here
appears to have been o great deal of mis-
understanding in the Board of Ministers
with rezard to this question, and we have
< Tow resched the ffth stage in the
diseussion of this problem.

The first stage was the no-confidence
motion swhich T introduced. I then gave
the Hotise certain facts and T cited {shrm?
concrele  instances where the TFood
Control Department had failed.

I must say that the hon. Member for
Point Pedro (Mr. Pormambalam) has
been guite consistent on this subject from
the very early stages. Ie has always
asked for a separate Ministry of Food.
He consulted me when I
motion, but I refused to accept his

out of order.. The hon. Member has held
that view from the start.

With  regard 1o the vote of
no gonfidence tabled by me, I regret to
- say, unpalatable as it must be o some
Members, that outside this House the
opinion was that the Food Control De-
partinent had failed and that a drastic
change was necessgary, but when ik eame

to voting on my motion, Members turned
A

if ** Food ** wag to be’

- they

food-purchaging prourdmme

ntroduced my
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That has
ended in a fiasco, and we, know what
atorics are current,

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: T was nok
enfrugted with any purch%inﬂ' "-}(‘hLmE‘ It
1nd1a

*Mpr. Rbeywickrama: e was sent to
bring food to this country, and we passed
s supplementary vote for that purpose.
As a result of that, our Audifor-General
s in Indin inguiring into certain matters,

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: T must protest
against the way in which these state-
ments are made. The hon. Member
usually pubs things in a straightlorward
manner, and if he did that on this ocea-
gion T would not have minded it. He

15  gays that T weng to India to purchase
amendment, and the Chair also ruled it

food and th b as a result the Auditor-
General is making certain nquiries. T
did nothing of the Kind. 1 went to Tndia
at the request of the Board of Ministers
tto remove certain diffieultles which had
‘apiscn in eonnexion with the arrange-
ments made by the Minister of
Agriculiure and Lands. 1=

The ITon. Minister of Aprieulture and
Tiands arvanged for supplies: of rice being
obtained drom India thvough the normal
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trade channels. We 'found that no

licences were being i-sued in:India. T
was asked to take th | matber ap—and
I did sg—with the Ce ral Government;
as soon as I took it up, arrangements
were made to g a _hcenr,eb Thev
were issued soon aft ¢ I took the matter
up with the CGiovermment of India at
Delhi.  The hon. Member should be fair
in representing matbers. and T am sure he
will be fair when he knows the facts.

*Mr., § mickrama: Sir, T koow
“the facts. Ton. Minister.did not go
to Indin tor wealth reasons; he went
there to deal with the food situation.
Various matters are made known to us

and o matters are suppressed. 1
am T d to aceepl the statemenst of
the Minister, buf it is also a facs

tls & Auditor-General is now in India
ime_airing into cerbain mathers.

* *The Hon. Mr. Corea: No, Sir.

Myr. Speaker: The ITon. Minister has
explained his position; and the point
mentioned by the hon. Member has no
bearing on this subject.

*Mr. Abeywickrama: Sir, am 1 not
Centitled to refer to the {act that the
Aunditor-General has sone o India to in-
quire into  thiz  matten?
nothing direet against the Hon, Minigter.
A I not enhﬂmi to vefer to that matter

on the Floor of this House ?

#*The Hon. Mr. Corea: But the hon.
Memher must not ereate a wrong im-
pression.

#Mr. Abeywickrama: T am not givinﬂ
WY,
| Bir, that is the other stage T am 1efer-
ring to. Ther, there is cl]I‘ﬂt].'ILI' stige—
when the Hon, Minister of Agriculture
and Lands went to India in connexion
- with the question of the *ood suvply.
After Mr. 0. B, Goor dlleke was
appointed Director of Food Supply, how-
ever, another gituation has been created.
Twa 1‘9'2}')01“1*—;1.})] Ministers went to
India but failed in their mission, and the
Hon. Leader of the House has had to
oo there; he is now in India negotiating
for the purchase of food. These are
facts, and it is very unpalatable to
soime people when they are referred to.
That is the position noda,y _

State FG%?’LC@Z of Ceylon
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Now, il the TTon. Minister of Tabour,
Industry and Commeree is capable of
managing the Food Control Department,
and 11’ hc can obtain stocks, why did the
ITom, leader of the TIouse have to go
to India? Now, what has the Hon.
Leuder of the House to do with regarnd
to‘* Tood 7’7 With regard to *° Food ',
if Ilon. Ministers eling to prestige and
say that certain departmcnts that are
attached to them must always be avtach-
ed fo them, why was ’r.he anormalons posi-
tion created of sending the Ion. Leader
of the House to India to negotiate for the
purchage of rice? Why does not the
Tlon. Minister of Labour go repeatedly
to India for that purpose? W hy does he.
not go & sccond, a third and a fourth
time? Who is to be blamed when he i is

ssurrendering his work to othpr&,‘)

On the Floor of this House the Min-

- isters are careful to defing their depart-

ments and to say that this department
ar that department falls within the pur-
view of their administration wunder
Article- 82 of the Order in Couneil.
What is the position then, and why do
vou; send the Hon. Lieader of the House
to Tndia to negotiate for the purchase of
rice 2

The ITon. Leader of the House did nob
a6 o Indin on a . Private Member's
motion. The Minigters decided the
matter within the four walls of the Board
ronm and acreed to send the Hon.

lieader of the House to India for the
purnose. Te thab 1ob {antamount o
passing a vole of mo- -confidence in: the
Hon. Minfater of Labour, Induf-*.tr';' amnd
Comimerce? You cannot have some-
thing when it is to your convenishce to
have it; east it aside when it does not
snit you to have it. The Ton.  Leader
of the ITouse is now in India, and he hag
gone there " to find food. Then, the
Director of Food Supply has been
appointed, but not abt the wish of this,
ITouse; he has becn appointed perhaps
ord a request made by /b‘he: Boarr& ot
Ministers.

The setting up of a sepaxate Food '\Im_
gty Qs thrs [ifth staze. The motion
rioved by the hon. Member for Point
Pedro (Mr. Ponnambalam) contained -
cerbain words which some Members did:
not like . very much, particularly the
Ministers. Those Words were 5
new orientation of policy ~'—w ith reﬂard
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to food. Those words puzzled me and
several others foo. When the hon.
Member for Poing Pedro bring-, up
miotion, ;you have usually to look at it

from various angles before vou can come

1o a eonclusion about 1_t,, otherwise—

o withouts proper and due consideration—

we may find ourselves entangled in some,
political mess.

Bo, quite rightly, as pointed out by
‘the Hom, Acting Leader, objection was
raised, to the words ** new orientation ™
and the hon. Member for Kankesantural
(Mr. Nalesan) moved dn amendment
which was followed by another smend-
ment moved by the hon, Member for
Balapitiva  (Mz. Kularatne). At that
time the hon. Members limited the
terms of fhose amendments in order
that the Food Minisiry may be ereated
within the ambit of the Constitubion.
1t is now said that that cannet be done
within the ambit of the Constitution,
and that practically the same sfate of
alfairs must continte.  Hon. Ministers
perbiaps thought that they can escape
from the situation, and went home
satisfied that their position would be the
same and that no further action need be
taken.

- However, the country is mi satisfied
tddﬂ;} and Memnbers are still harping on
the question. Again, perhaps the Hon.
Ministers were satisfled that nothing
could be done *° within the ambit of the
Constitution 7, and therefore not}ﬂ;ing
need be done! Bub, something had to
be done hecaunse the situation was going
from bad to worse: and as they felt
gmltx of not 1mplcmbntlnu the fieusmn
af the House, they on their own are re-
viving the wbge(t Otherwise the
report that would have com{_—: to this
Couneil would have been o the effect
that nothing conld be done within the
ambit of ‘&he Conatitution. They them-
melves know that fhe situation is bad.
. Therefore, | because their
pricked them, fhey have brought up
‘sorne  other z.r'hpm(, and that ¢ to
transfer ©° Food ™’ from the Ministry of
Tabaur,
Ministry of Agreulture and Tmands.

In the meanfime, T brought in that
motion of no-confidence——

Mp. Speaker: The hon. Member has

dealt with that asptef of the quéstion,
and has now eome on to the fifth stage—

Jsbcv 5

Industry and Commerce to the

it neglected to-day.

Debates.

to the ad
T must a
ta the m

*My. A
be wery ¢
&1L TeSPOL
in this
Then, a
vote of
g animos
of Liabour,
and T pert
At the sa
remenmber
the tuxes 1
contributio
This Counc
Rs. 27,000,
Lo war pul
want from
miven to th
tor pay thei
ing with |
ment; they
Ted bv the
they ask foi
offer
people a sht..o. —yvuen wney ask for
rice, what do the Ministers offer. them?
They offer them sand. [ Interruption.]
It may be some brinjals or something
else that they grow in Jafina; but they
ask for rice, and the Mlnhfers aive them -
sand !
Bir, I am surprised at the patience of |
the taxpayer. Go to any part of the
country, and you will find the boutiques
empty—with no riee—and the Hood
Controller is to-day going on mathe-
matical ealeulations! Riece is issucd at
the rate of 1{ measures per  adult.
There is no legalized 1i-measure.
Ag a result, the boutique-keepers are not
given  that 1% mensure. The Tood
Controlley ‘hhll’ll(a that it can he done by

- arithmetic!
consclence O .

The sibuaw. m fo-day is_ very bad and
it is 2 shame that when we have
Rs. 184 000,000 we are unable to give
the workmen and the poor people. a,
square meal a day. After all, these
institutions ave malntained by the tax-
paver; he is the man who keeps the
Fovernment Departments going, but he ”
When any import-
ant guestion ariges, it iz only debated
and nothing conelusive iz done. That
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[Mr Abevwickrama. |
is - my grouse. If the appoinfment
of Mr, O, I. Goonetilleke as Direstor of
Food l&u_ppl_y had not Seen made, then
we could Have again e to ghe’ Min,
ister., Changes are m de,. and they are
not accepted; then ' 1anges are made
agairl and arg accept sd.

In ¢k s year 1931, when the allocation
ol the ueparfments to the various Min-
istries were made, though there was no
food crisis at that time the perzon who
produced * . "= 1 had a right to distri-
bute it, . ler the prezent eircum.-
stances, h. . tha Hon. Minister of
Tabour, ITndug ry and Commerce cannot
do'it. he comes and says, ™ T eannot get
rice from India; the Department or the

Miniat Apgrieulture and Lands is not
pure! 1t and what ¢an 1 do?” X
thez one man dealing with the sub-

jer’  we can deal with him and say,
** Why do you not produce the food?”’
Sir, in this hour of travail there
should not b this divided responsibil-
one man deal-
ing with the whole situation; and the
Hon. Minister of Agviculture and Lands
18 a person—he came into the limelight
not after this State Counecil came into
being buf long befors that—who pos.
sesses the confidence of the DBoard of
Ministers. I should like to speak of it
becauze T have toured the country and
know the faets. The Flon. Minister of
Agrigulture and Lands is the only man
to take up this worlk and solve this prob-
lem today, beecause all his Depart:
menta—] c}mllefme any  Member 1o
name any Depdltmpnt under hig ad-
ministration thab ig not connected with

. food—as was very rightly pointed out by

the Hon. Minister nﬂ Local Administra-
tion deal with the problem of food.

I have always advoeated that we must
produce sufficient food in this country
but the Ministry of Labour, Industry
and Commerce, has not dr e ‘-‘ﬂlﬂ:l(‘jlﬁl’lf
worle in that direction. This iz the
time to produce food, and T am sure
the Hon. Minister knows that he will
be ** ruined 7 if ho does not produce

proof of big ability to do the needful— .

that he will be “° finisHed ' &g &
politiclan  and a public man. The
eriticism will be all the more severe be-
eause—I presume he knows the,poal-
tion—where two petitiong might have

State pounczl of U?g/lon !
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had to be submitted, one would do now
gines there will be no geparate Ministry
of Food. Tf there was a separate
\Imw’(rv of Food, he might bn:, able to.
BEY, “1 have not got the rice ’

Now is ihe time fto pub our bcst foot
forward. As the Hon. Minister -of
Health says, ' Give land to the people
to eultivate.  Supply all the fields with
water. Puab your best foot forward, and
in six months’ time this country will not
have to depend, to the extent it is
déspend]ng now, on India and other coun-
tries for its rice ™

I heavtily support the mmetion, zmd T
trust that the Board of Ministers will,
least on this occasion, bury their peti;y
differences as the e.oun.try' needs relief by

- way of food very urgently;., :

]

¥Mr. G. R ‘de Silva - (Colombo North)
Tpse.

Mr. Speaker; We must finish this
debate before 12 olclock,

¥*Mr. G. R. de Silva: T do not think I
shall take more than five minutes, Bl

I think this debate has degenerated
into wordy warfare and playing with
words, and T think it is quite time that
we d,etua.llv faced a lew Facts.

The whole purpose of the motion
brought forward by the hon. Member for
Point P9d10 (D, T’onna.mba,l&m] was
absolutely ““ killed ** when he accepted
the amendment of the hon, Mémber for
Kankesanturai (Mr, Natesan). T for
one wag fully prepared to support him in

-the motion that he brought forward. F

am not mincing any words; these are not
matters of personality. I for one was
thoronghly dissatisfied with the admin-
igtration of the food supply in this
country. ' i
Not only was the motion © killed " but
T think the hon, Member for Poinb Pedro
aceepted the situation created today
when he aceepted the amendment of the
hon. Member for Kankesanturai. Not
only did the hon. Member for Kankesan- -
tural move that smendment; he practi-
cally gave o direction to the Board of
Ministers as to what he would like done.
As a matter of fact, none of us thouaht,

- at least most Memberq did not think thatl
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there should bo co-ordination between.

the production of food and the import-
ation of food. It was on that direction
that most of vg felt that there was a
possibility of accepling the amendnient
cand making an attempt to reshufe
these subjeets. e

I quite agree with the hon. Member for
Point Pedre, but once the Council has
accepted a restricted motion and he has
accepted it, I do not think we can blamo
the Board of Ministers today. We
always blame them, but I think they
have made an honest altempt to imple-
ment the decition of this Council. They
have taken over the whole question of
{ood—the purchasc of food; the distri-

- bution of food, and tha control of prices .

—from the Ministry of Labour, Industry
and Comgmerce, and pushed it on to the
Ministey of Agriculture and lands. Of
eourse, Sir, most of us suffered from the
delusion that the Minister of Agriculture
was a very hardworked man. Apparent-
1y he has not had ag much work as we
thought he had.

1 do npt think there can be very much
of a grouse [rom the Members of the
Tixecutive Committee of Labour, Indus-
try and Comanerce, because these two
subjects thab have been taken over from
that Commiftee are subjects that were to
be taken up by that Committee only in
an emergency—ithe emersency control of
food ani the emergency purchase of fopd.
As aomatber of fact, if [ was a Member of
that Committee T should never have con-
sidersd  those two afters when 1
became a Member of that Committes;
they were only emergency work, and the
Ministry is called the ‘‘ Ministry of

. Labour, Industry and Commerce ',

- As u matter of fact, very great work
and very important work has been done
by that Ministry, and we must compli-
ment the Minister on the work done
which . was his legitimate work.
unfortunalely this work was thrust on
the Minister and his Bxeeutive Commmit-
tee. In fact, I remember, the Hhon.
Meamber for Mannar (Mr, Sri Pathma-
. nathan), in supporting the motion of the
hon= Member for Point Pedro (Mr. Pon-
nambalam) said, *° I am a Member of
Lhat Committes, but I have not been
consilted by the Minister 7. 1le seemed
to be dissatisfied with the way in which
the Alnigbey ‘was  lunelioning
160——7, N.'A 21043 (1/43) '
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Not only should thiz question of food
supply be placed in the hands of the
Minister of Agriculture, but I would
slrongly emphasize the point made by the |
hon. European Neminated Meomber thab
these [(Emiergency) Government  Agants
should -themselves be brought under the
direct control of that Minister, because
it is very necessary that thig work should
be co-ordinated.

As 1 zald carlior, it iz very mecessary
for ug to think of the conservation and
the distribution of the food supply in this
country, and for that task T think the
most guitable person iz the Minisber of
Agriculture who 1s interested in food pro-
duction. 1 ¢ mnot think there can be
very much of a grouse against thiz pro-
posal, because very little would be done
regarding the purchase of food trom

Andia and there is wvery little chance of .

our receiving much food from abroad.
¥Mr, R. Sei Pathmanathan (Mannar-
Mullaittivu) : On a point of personal
explanation. The hon! Member for
Colormbo North (Mr: G. R. de Silva)
stated that “we were not interested in
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[Mr. Sri Pathmanathan. |
food. I may say that we were as in-
terested as he was. 16 is because we
were interested that = o guestioned the

Minister why he dl} not bring these.

matters before the ¢ ;mmittee, and he
. told us that it was .n emergency mea-
sure an- there was no time to consult the
Commitec, But we are uws much
interested in the ma,tter as. the hon,
Member is.

Mp, 7 irasuriya "-(-Mm‘a‘tuwa.).:
This foon on has been debated so

thoroughly in nis House that I fcel that
it is time we came to some satisfactory
conelugion.

I ar ° ‘entire agrestnent with my hon.
Frient the Member for Udugama
(M -Abeywickrama) when he says that
there is & great deal of feeling all over the
country: The general fcehng is that in
shis Council we are.talking far too much
on this question.  Ag a matter of faet,
thig, question, I believe, has come up for
the third time in this (»UUt’lt,li but still
we have not been able to arvive at a
satisfactory eonclusion,

I can tell you, Bir. that in my own
constitueney there is a great deal of dis-
patisfaction. Tt was only the other day
that T made representations to the Hon,

Minister of Labour, Industry and Com--

merce, and I must say that T am very
grateful to him for the patient hearing he
gave me. But so far I am not aware
whether he has done anything satisfactory
in that connexion. On the last oecasion
the only assurance he gave me was that
he had a certain scheme in mind and that
he had submitted it to the Board of Min-
igters. That clearly shows that in these
matters it is not only the Minister of
Labour, Industry and Commerce who
should be blamed; but I think T can say
without any hesitation that the whele
Board of Ministers are %o blame., Tt
looks as if they are fooling rith this ques-
tion, and fooling with this House.

- I am ineclined to sympathize with the
Minister of Labour, Industry and Com-
merce. Ile hag made the best of y bad
job. As a matter of fact, he has gone

through the worst stages of the control

scheme, and at a time when he might
have heen given a further trial, owing to

certain eiroumstances he is forced to

hand the subject over to the Minister of
Agriculture and Lands.

State Cmmczl of Ceylon
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Ag pointed ocut by the hon. Member

for Udugdma, I too am one who has

areat faith in the Minister of Asrienlture
and Lands. From the day notice of this
motion was given, cven the country feels
that the Mmlbbel ol Agriculture will e
able to solve this quesion.

T know that a Director of Food Supply
has been appsomtod and it was only
vesberday, at tea fime, thaf 1 listened to
a very interesting rernarl® by a senior
Membcr of thiz House. He said that
the Minister of Agrieulbure and Lands
and Mr, Goonetilleke are always to-
gether, and that they even have their
lunch together every day. Tt they do not
have lunch together, they at least meet
at the Minister’s house. That clearly
shows that the Minister of A;:umﬂrurv
and Lands is in a better position to come
into eloser contact with the Civil Defence
Clommisgioner,  Alse, it may be that
these two understand each other so well
that there iz bound to be better team:
work., So that, ®ir, on those grounds !
feel that with his able lisutenant, Mr.
Goonetilleke, the Minister of Awiculture
and Lands would be able to solve this.
question.

T trust

in a position to let me know what steps
he has thken with regard to the comp-
laint I made, buﬂuqe I know, in my
aw1L constltuom,\ the whole scheme has
heen bungled. There are some people
actually starving. As a matter of fact,
1 have no pesace “when 1 go to any consti-
tueney., There are people who have not -
received their proper rations. 'The
Urban Council ‘of my arca has made
representations to the Hon, Minister,
and T have also made representations.
I trust that the Ton. Minister will look
into this matter and come to some
gatisfactory mrrangement.

T do not provose to speak at length, as
I fecl that the ITon, Acting Leader is
very anxious to reply £ only wish to
gay that 1 am in entire sympathy with
this motion, because I feel that there is
no alternative but to accept the motion
ag it stands. You will remember, Sir,
that when the hon. Member for Udugams
{Mr, Abeywickrama) moved a vote of nos
confidence in the Minister, T was oné of
the few Members who vobed with him.
It iz not thaly T have any ill-fecling to-
wards othe Hon, Mlnlstuer he has beew

that the Idon. Minister of '
“Tabour, Industry and Commeree will be
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very mice fo me; in most matters where
I have made ropresentations to him, he
hag given me a patient hearing. But I
feol that in faimess to the country we
must face the issue boldly. It is no use
allowing the Mimisters to play the fool
of us. We must geb wisely- and act
quickly.

Therefore, Sir, I feel that the Hon.
Minister of Xgrlf,ultl.ue will find a pana-
eea dor all ills, and will be in & posilion
to settle this question to the satisfaction
of this House as well as the satisfaction
of the country.

*The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake
(Beting Leader of the State Council &
Minister of Agriculture & Lands): Sir, 1
must say 1 was greatly surprised tio 1141 2N
to some of the speeches {hut I had to
listen to yesterday and today. I am
pained fo see that some Memberg who
apoke did o in such a way az would show
that they do not realize the difficulty of
the situation we are in and that they do

-

not consider it and try to solve it in &

practical manner. In fact, some hon.
Members went even to the extent of
introducing matters quite unconnected
with the subwc,’t under discussion.

One of the issues raised wos—[Infer-
ruption]. We were asked to decide whe-
ther a successful President of the
Cambridge Union or an unsuccessful as-
pirant to- office in the Oxford Union
would be the champion of lost causes.
That. is the sort of absurd ideca that was
imtrodueed into the discussion.  Again,
we. were asked swhether the Minister of
Labour or the Minister of Agriculture
and Lands was the more competent.
That is also an absurd suvgpgtmn ‘to con-
sidey just mow.

I submit that those are not considera-
tions that should enter into the discussion
of the subject before the House. We
hove to consider whether a situation has
arisen which needs some change to im.
prove matters, or whether we could
simply ignore the situation ﬂmt ha,s
arisen and try to make excuses—or “ fly
Lites "'—mnot in the hope: of settling this
question, bubt with a view to achieving
somne other object which is at the back of
the minds of some people.

Today T propose to speak pretty
plainly. T wish, first of all. to explain
why I brought forward this motion on
behalf of the Board of Ministers, but
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there is a possibilily of my failing. T

shall certainly take note of that w amlng,
hecause I feel that failure is coming in
many respects. : i
There is another point on which T wish
to make a few observationg in passing.

There are some Members who are under

the impression that by this transfer of
subjects they are going 1o confer on me
a greatb benefit, or that they are bestow-
ing on me some big reward. T certainly
do not consider this matter in {hat light
at all. When my hon. Friend the Mem-
ber for Mannag (Mr. Sri Pathmanathan)

&poke of the lovely baby the Tlouse was
going to ha~d over to me, and asked me

to hand ove, to hig Bxesutive Committes
something in return for that favour, T
could not help askinge myself the question
whether T congidered that baby of such
importance or value that I would at once
embrace it. I am glad that the hon.
Member iz so proud of that baby; but T
may tell him that when T agreed to take
on thig additional subject, T did not do so
with any desire to reap any benefii, there-

_ by. I know the difficulfies that T would

"
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[The Hon. My. Benanayalko. ]
have to face if I undertake this work., T

kknow that the situation is deteriorating

in India and in Ceylk 1. I know whal
the prospeets ave, and . know the discon-
tent thab exists in this country over the
question. of food. K owing all that, T
ngrecd fo take this s1 sject over, rot as a
reward, not for the sake of acquiring in-

fluenee or power, but merely because T -

felt that I could be of service. T felt that
if T eould improve the gituation, [ should
ry and do " " ork although T would be
risking m; al roputation. 1t is be-
causa of that T conrented o
indertake this, additional work.

As far as I am concerned, I have not
the slichtest ohjeckion to the House not
transfopring this subject to me. In the
best interests of the country, 1 am wil-
ling to underbuke this work, althonsh I
know that it is one of the most difficult,
one of the most unenviable jobsz that
ould be given to any man; I realize that

- quite well. But, at the same time, either
old age or Incompatence makes me feel
quite competent to tackle this problem,
I fecl that I ean tackle it better than it is
being tackled now. I can devote to it the
time that is necessary. Tf I have nob the
time o attend to the work, T would not
have consented to undertuke to do it.

T should like to submit that it is not
my influence,* it is not -y confidence
that the House has to consider; it is the
country and the country’s interests that
should weigh in the minds of hon, Mem-
bers. If hon. Members feel that in the
country’s interests this propesal should
nobh be accepted. that in the country’s
interests something else should be
done, t}mn.l by all means furn this Pro-
posal down, As far as the Ministers are
coneerned, they feel that this is a Jess un-
satisfactory course to take, that it is the
best that can be dons in the cireum-
stiances.

T was rather surprised at the attitude.
" adopted by the hon. Membear for Kankes-

Canturai (Mr. Natesan). T always con-
sidercd him, to be a very sincere, a very
good, kind-hearted, level-headed, cul-
tured, straichtforward sentleman,

.. The Hon. Colone! J. L. Kotalawala

(Minister of Communications & Works) 3

And he is 2 Brahmin !
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*The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: And a
vegetarian to boot. On the previous oc-
gasion, my hon. Friend made a speech
here and asked medo take over this siih-
ject. . He did not end there; he came to
me after that debate and asked me why
1 did not want to take up this subject. 1
told him that 1 could not give up my
other dutics. He said ** Never miind;

you take it up . & i

Mr, Natesan: | did ﬁot: say that,

*The Hon, Mr. Senanayake: If he says
that he did not say that, I would leave it
to the public to judge as between him and
me. T sy thatihe did say that,

There secrns to be the tmpreassion made
in the minds of hon. Members that I
want bo grab thisg subject from the Minis-
ter of Labour. 1 really came forward o
take over this subject because I felt that
there were some Members who wanted
me to take over thig job. Bpesking per-
sonally, T do nof wont to take over any-
thing. T certainly dislike people asking
me bo tuke over wesponsibility and then
going behind my back and lrvine fo do
something else, which does not appeal to
mie. 1 dg not the job that is the one con-
corh. A person likes to alténd {o a job
of this nature hecause he likes to serve
the eountry. If thers is any person Who
likes to avold work, if he can help it, it is
mysell. T am not fond of too much work
but if any work is given to me, T foel that
I must do it to the best of my ability. !
Actually, at no tire in my life did T ean-
vass a job. T ean honestly tell the House
that T have not the slightest abjection o
hon. Membhers rejecting this proposal. T
would feel relieved if that were done. At
the same time, T feel that any delay in
inproving the situation willmob be 16 the
advantage of this country:

Thera is another thing T wish to refer
to. My "Hon. Friend the Minister of
Labour made o personal explanution to-
day. T am doubtful as fo what he want-
ed to convey. . I shall be glad to be put
wise in that regard even now. 1 am not
certain whethor 1 am right in the opinion
T formed on the matter. In fact, when
the Board considersd the matter, we felt
that the Houge, in accepting the amend.-
ment of the hon. Member for Kankesan- |
turai (Mr, Natesan) did sort of indicate
that the ITon. Ministor of Labour should
be siven the sole right to administer the
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subject of ** Food *’. The first question I
and, I believe, the Minister of Education
and the Minister of Communications snd
Works put directly to him was whether
‘he would take up “ Food "’ and relieve
himself of his other duties. Heo said,
“No. T have built up all these indus.
tries. I have done all these things. I
amn nob going to eive up all these things.
I would rather that *“ Food '’ was taken
away irom me . Perhaps we did not
ab that fime quits réalize what ho meant.
1 feel that what he meant to-day was this
that if anything is to be taken away,
ke away * Food 75 but leave things
a8 they are . The meaning that I
_ceould attach to what he said to-day is
this, to leave him with all those subjects
plug “* Food 2,
*The Hon. Mr. Corea: No, Sir. I
made myself as clear as possible.
My, Natesan: On a point of personal
explanstion—— _
. M, Speaker: Thot stage is pash. The
Hon. Minister has not finished his reply.
At the end of the Minister’s reply, the
hon. Member can miake his personal ex-
planation.
*The Hon, Mr, Senanayake: T have
no objection to his making it now. ;
Mr. Speaker: Who wants to make a
personal explanation? Ts i¢ the Hon.
Minister of Labour or the hon, Merber
for Kankesanturai ?
*Mp. Ponnambalam: Who is in posses-
sion of the Floor of the House?
My, Speaker: The Hon. Acting Leader
and Minister of Apriculture and Lande.

The Hon, Mr. Senanayake: I do not
mind continuing, : ' ;

My. Speaker: T think we had better
adjourn now. The sitfing is susponded
till 2 p.n. o '

Sttting accordingly suspended wuntil
2 v and then resumed.

*The Hon. Mr., Senanayake: Just
before we adjourned, T mentioned that I
for one was under the impression that if
the Hon. Minister of Labour, Industry
and Commerce, had o give up anvthing,
he would prefer giving up “ Food Con-
trol "’ rather than any of his other sub-
jects. - But, of course, T formed a differ-
ent impression to-day. Fven to-day, T
- ‘believe, he made it clear that if he had

to give up anything—— -

“tive Commitiee.
ture and Tands *" would include ‘‘Food’’
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I come to the remarks made by
the hon. Membor for Kankesanturai
(Mr. Natesan). He said that he wanted
the Ministry of Agriculture and Lands o
undertake this work and to give up some

of its other subjeets. T would like to refer
‘to those remarks a little further.

What-
ever difference of opinion there may be

between both of us with regard to the
conversation that we

had, thers is
this fact, that he wanted one Minis.
tey of Food. He wanted either the sub-
jects that were entrusted 4o me with re-
gard to fond production to he transferred
to that Ministey, or that T should get the
subject of * Food  into my Ministry
and give up, aceording to the hon. Mem-
ber himself, soine of my other subjects.

. With regard to that question, it has
been definitely stated that many of those
subjects are concerned with food. In
fach, by the change proposed by this ve-
solution, it has been mado INNEEEsRATY
even to change the name of the Hxeen-
The term *° Aowcnl-

pa i R L

S IO T -
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[Thv IIon Mr. Senawayake, |
ds well. But if the subject happened to

" be handed over to the Exccutive Comit~
~tee of Health or to t ¢ Executive Com-
mittes of Hducation ¢ to the Hxecutive

Committee of Loe | Administration,
perhaps it would be .ecessary to change
the name of the Mmistry. If we take
the st jectz as they are, no one would
suy that. the subject of ** Edueation ™
should be tuken away from the Ministry
of Hducation it food has to be pmziucerl
on a mo:- sive scale.

I am s . Members of thia House
fealizt thu. . < efforts in Cevlon have to
be increased f wo are to prevent a grea-
ter shortage of food. We know that the
sifustion in India is nob very ¢ atlstaetory,
we know the difficultios that exist in
India and we realize that it should be
our endeavour to produce more food.
Would you feel that the subject of ** Trri-
gotion " —ireigation is neesssary for the
produetion of food—should bé - taken
away or nob included in the Ministry of
Food, or the Ministry of Agriculture and
Lawnds under which Minisfry food has to
be produced?  Would you feel that the
gubjects of “Forestry!’ or “Lands”
should be taken away? ;

The suggestion was made by some hon.

 Membors that the Buryvey Department

mighl be removed from the control of
_hr= Fxecubive Commithee of Agriculture
and Dandz. As a matter of faeh, if
there is any delay now in giving out
lands, it iz hecause a little delay occurs
in the demareation of boundaries. Al-
though this Department is under the Ex-
centive Comimittee of Agriculture and
Lands, it takes a little longer time than
desirable to give oul lands owing to the
delay in the ‘demarcation of houndarlo
If the Department is handed over to an-
other- Ministry, the delay will be even
S0 the subjech
of * Survey ’" iz also conmected with
food pmdn{.ﬁlcm

Anqgther snggestion wad made, that the
Registrar ol  Co-oporative  Sociehies
ghould work wunder another Ministry.
The Member for Kankesanturai (Mr. Na-

tegan) will know to what extent the Re-

gistrar of Co-operative Bocieties has

helped in regard fo the food nreduction
scheme, Ie knows that the Jaffna Dis
triet itsell produces a
of omions and chillies. Tt is’the Co-opera-
tive Department that makes ib possible

State Caunczl of Ceylon

there w il be less work for mo.
-gon who fakes it owver will have very

larze quantifiy

[Rug. 26, 1942

- to distribute all that produce and arrange

for sales. If any Ministry has to be in
charge of the subject of ** Food ', I feel
that the Cog-operative Department has -
also to find a place under that Ministry;
otherwise you will find that the contact

between the cultivator and the consumer

would dizsappear; and that 15 not in the
interests of food production. When you

" congider this matter carefully and take

Department by Department, you will
find that the only Department that
might be removed from my Ministry Is
Lhe Department that deals with thru
purchase of rubber and fea.

1 would ack hon. Menihers to consider
this pointl. When it 1s recognized by
averyone that the work that has been
entrusted to the Ministers just now is
very much hesvier than it should be, do
hon. Members think that 1t would lighten

.the burden of any Minister if one of his

subjects is trankferred to another Minis- |
ferdal =

I have been dealing With this subject
for a lﬁpg tfime. We have fo desal not
only with the local Government but with
foreign Governments as well. We are
to-day purchasing goods for practically
all the requirements of the Allies. Do

_you feel that it would be easier if this .

subject of purchase is taken away {rom
a person who has been in touch with it
snd who knows how the scheme hag

_worked and handed over to another? It

will invelve that person in o great deal

cof worle; he will have to gather all the

information and Ley to tackle the subjeat.
Wonld it lighten the burden of the
Ministers if that were done?,

Although T have said that T am not
anxicus to do foo mueh worl, T feel that
if this gubject is vetained by iy Ministry
The per-

much more work. As fay as thig sub]eci
is concerned, T know that we have a very
fine officer. Ile is doing his work w-rv‘
well. Ti is not my policy to m‘rerferg,
with people who are doing their work well”
T onle infervene when' it becomes neces-

“gary to come to docisions with regard o

certain matters. So that it iz nof ligh-
fening the burden of the Ministers by any
means when vou try to transfer subjects.

There was another aspech that seemed ¢
to weigh w ith han. '»‘T{’mhﬁm of this
Hounse.

T am comg to c*et t-00 mun'h wm]\, or bhat
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I am not capable of doing that work—
that porhaps I would gain oo much in-
fHuence or have foo much control of sub-
jects by these means. As far as I am
concemned, T can tell the House that [
‘do not depend on influence for my exist-
enco. As far-as T was couvcerned, T was
ready to do this work omly because the
subject of “ Food production ** has beeh
entrusted fo me.

As T mentioned earlier, 1 know full well -

that the pesition with regard to food, in
Ceylon, is deteriorating, and that the
‘position ipn India is becoming worse; that
there may be a time when this coundiry
will have to suffer very much more than
it is doing mow, I realize that when that
situation arises—I hope we will be able
_to- prevent it to & large extent-—there
will be a great deal of blume attuched to
‘the person who took up the responsibility.
The hon. Member for Udugama- (M.
Abeywickrgma) was quite right when he
wgid that T am more or less puiting a
moose round my neck when T agree to
andertake this work. 1§ do so, not be-
eause 1 want to do more work or seck
to get more power or influence, but be-
eguse I fool that the situation might per-
haps be a little easod.. That was the
only remson that made me say that I was
willing to underbake this work.

If oy opinion is asked as to what this
Couneil ghould do in a time of trouble,
knowing full well the great suffering thab
is Iikely to have to be endured by the

meople of this country T certainly frel that '

the best thing that could be done is to
have thiz Council digsolved. Les the
eclectors choose their representatives to
o this work. [Ii is not for us to remain
here and savw, “ Let us adjust matfors 2
That iz my own fecling in the mabtor.

Tt has been said that we have fo work
the Constitution and that this proposal
<hould have been framed o that it would
be within the ambit of the Constitubion;
it was also said thafpthe present proposyl
was contrary to the wishes of the House.
T ean only say this: T wonder whether
there ia any hon. Member who can say
that we eould have made apy other pro-
posal within the ambit of this Constitu-
tion excopt onc—ithe only one possible—

. and that is to ask His Excelleney to take
aver the subject of *“ Food ', under the
‘provisions of the Order in Couneil. We

Debates. .’
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her of people who want different Mm- =
igtries created. That is not permitted |
by the Constitution, Bome people hays :
asked me, *° Why do you not bring for-*
ward a resolution to alter the Constibu:
$iom o $hat some of us can gob in ther
and work? **. T shall tell you why T.d
not bring such a proposal forward.
I know that some of those who make
these suggesbions and expect me o brin
forward @ modion want to negotiate wi
regard Lo praportionste representation.

am nob in favour of proportionate repre-
sentation, for this simple reazon: T know:
Full well that the assistance of the mino-:
pities would be of great use in & Board |
of Ministers, but ab the same time T feal
convinees that if there iz any Thindrance
to our obtaining self-detormination in the:
“tufure, it would be the dividing of eumr
ranks into two eamps of minorities and
majority.. Tf that happens, we shall lose
for all time the opportunity of securing
our freedom, That iz why I am againgt
it: and I shall never he driven to thab
position however much and however skils
fully people may try fo manceuyre me|
into that position. i |
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_ 1t more thun 7 Ministers are to be
g credbed, it the present situation is to be

R —

altered and more than 7 Ministers are
necessary, 1 have not he slightest doubt
that the best of the lot would be chosen;
{1 have not the slightes’ doubt about that.
But at the same tir s, if 1 consent fo

these internal arrangements of propor-.

flonate epresentation, I feel that T would
be betraying this country. 1 do not want
to be a betrayer pf this country, at any
cost; and anv attempts made to gain that
end, I she © to my utmost.
There-w s or bwo guestions asked
which I wanvy, answer betore 1 git down.
One was in regard fo (Emergency)
Assistant  Government Agents. The

position with regard to them is that the

(Limergency) Government Agents and
' Agsistant Government Agents are all
under the Ministry of Home Affairs, but
.~ the functions they perform with regard
to production of food are under my con-
ol and under my Ministry.

Mr. Susanta-de Fonseka (Panadure) :
Do they communicate with you direct
even now? :

*The Hon, WMr, Senanayake: They
communicate with the Head of my
Department.  According to our Consti-
tution, a Head of Department ‘eannot

- communicate with another Minister ex-
eept through his own Minigter. A Tead
. of Department can communicate with
another Head of Department. That is
the cumbersome Constitution we have.
Where the practical working is concern-
ed, there is no difficulty, beeause I can
tell you that 1 have not found the slight-
est difficulty or inconvenience in trying
to work as thines ave. T may suy this,
¢ that if it becomes neeessary for me to
I consider the whole food problem, T may
\ have tfo- got into closer touch with
| these people and T shall have to work in
" eloser co-operation with all concerned.
‘But thaf is o matter that T will have to

consider.
. My hon. Friend the Member for
¢ Nuwara Dliyn (Mr, Abéygunasekera)

I asked me, < What iz your scheme? "
. Well, if the Council passcs this resolu-
' ition, T am going to be entrusted with the
responsibility for this subject.
no scheme to put forward. T hope fo
- discharge my responsibility to the best

T have -

- State Council of Ceylon
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of my ability. T know what the need is.
That is all 1 can suy with recard to bhat.
Another point 1" wizh to mention is’
‘bhat not only will T have to work in elose
co-operation. with other Departnients,

- but it will perhaps be necessary ior me to

work in more than one Office for the
simple reason that my Office is far AV
and it may became necessary to haye
another Office here. Those  are all
official arrangements that have to he
made. : '

Lastly T would say that as far as I
am concerned T have always wisheq for
the co-operation of evervone. [I: have
never considered any subject that ig dn
my charge to be my exclusive menopoly.
With regard to Agriculture, as far as I
go it 13 those who are concerned with it
who do the work, and T only assist them.
Liven row the Ministry of Lahour, Indus-
try and Commerce are engaged in Agri-
culture.  They have a farm. I do nob
say that that farm should not run. I
do not see any resson why, if a plantor
can open up land, another Minigtry or
anyone else should not open up land ?

What I say is, let us all work together.
Tiven with regard to food production,
it is not a question of my having a mono-
poly. I beligve T have suceeeded be-
cause of the co-operation and assistance
I have received from almost every Mem-
ber of this House. They have taken an
interest in food production in their areas,
and ‘we have succeeded. 1% is no use
my saying that increased production is
due to my efforts. It is due to the
efforts of all concerned, and I am very
grateful to them for wliat they have
done, '

If this subject is to be given over to
me, I hope I will be able to discharge
that duty with the co-operation of . all
the people concerned, and T hope they
will all realize that the times ahead mre
goitig' to be difficut times and that with
our combined efforts we mav he able to.
avert something more disastrous than
what might overtake us. ‘

7 Mr. Natesan: By way|. of “personal
explanation, +I wish to correet the im-'
pression croated by the reference of the
Hon. Acting Teader and Minister of
Apgriculture and luands to a eonversation
which T happened to have with him after
I moved my amendment to the motion

‘relating to the crcation of a separate

Fl

L
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Food Ministry. I asked him to accept

* the suggestion that T made and take up
the Minstry of Food. He said that he
had difficulties in respect-of some Depart:
ments of which he was already in charge.
1 said, *° Why not give up the Siur\f'ey,
the Land Settlement and such other De-
partments?’' He scemed reluctant fo
do that, and he said that 1t would have
to be cousidered. There the matter was
left,

" T spoke precisely on Hivse limes yes-
terday and gaid that it would have been
. proper on the part of the Board of
Ministers to have implemented oy mo-
tion within the ambit of the motion, that
is within the sirict terms of the motion.

#The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: T do not
- think it necesszary for us to enter into a
controversy over the matter.

Question fut;
Ayes, 27; Noes, 17; Declined to Vote, 1:

4
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EYES,

aanana.mke, The Hom. Mr. Freeman, Mr. H. R.

D. Griffith, Mr, F, H.
xanns,ngmn, The Hon. Jayasariya, Mr. A. P,
Mr C. W W. . Hotalawala, Mr, 0. H.
Ba.ndamnmke, The Hon. Kularatne, Mr. P. de 8.
Mr, 5. W. R. D. Nugawela, Major E, A.
Eotalawala, ’l‘he Hon. ‘Parfitt, Mr, H,

Coloniel, ¥, L. Rajapaksy, Mr. D, M
De Bilva, The Hon. Mr. Batnayake, Mr. A,

G. E. Ratwatte, Mr. H. L.
-llaha.uen. The Hon, Samarakkody, Mr. S,
J‘ E. Senanayake, Mr. Dudley
Abaywickrama, ilr Simon  Biriwardans, Mr. H. de Z,
Aluwihere, Mr, B, H. Tennekoon, Mr. H. 8.

Amarasuriya, Mr. : 'rhnms
De Bilva, Mr. G.
Dharmaretnam, llr. 8.

L

Amprasuriya, My, H, W,
D& Fenseka, Br. Sosanta
Da Zoysa, De A P,
Gunasgkera, Mr. D. I.
Gunawardana, Mr. R. 8. 8.
Hewayitarne, Mr. Rajah
Tlangsntileke, Mz J. H.
Jayah, Mr, T. B.
_Kuoroppn, M», T,
Natesam, Mr. S.

Wanigasekera, Mr. D.
Whitby, Mr. G. R

- NOES.

MNewnham, Mr. H, E.,
oG.M.G., ¥.D.
Pe{ei;a, Diwan® Bahadnr

Po:;naﬁ:hmam, M. 6. G
Razik, Mr. A. R. A.
Sri Pathmanathan, Mr. R.

. ¥rtilingam, Mr. 8

Wille, M. G. &. H,

DECLINED TO YOTE.

Corea, The
G. & 8.

Hon, Mr.

T

Mr. Speaker: The motion is passed.

The Houze will excuse
sitting.

remainder of the

me from the
The Hon.

Deputy Spealker will now preside.

Mg.

Sepaxer  therewpon  withdrew,

and Mz. Duprry Sreaxnr [Me BUSANTA
Dg Foxsukal] took the Chair,
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Amnendment:

of Howme Affa

(¢} The number oi O'EU(‘EIS for 1Q42—
48 againgt the item °° Wages of Port-'
crs and Watchers in Distilleries and
Warchouses ™ to be ineressed from
106 to 107. No alteration in the
money provision for 1942-43 ghould be
made but an asterigk “ @ ' and foob-
. note added as follows: _

g Money provizsion made for 106

porters and watchers owing
to the temporary closure of
Trincomalee warehouse.

(b) The existing asterisk “ @’ and.
footnote on page 118 to be renumbered
i b T :

i) The yote of Rs. 67 ,849 for 1942
43 for Rent Allowance to be increased
to Rs. 70,206.

"~ (d) The vote of Rs. 360 for 1942-45
for Office Allowance to outstation
Inspectorg in charge of Rangers ab
Rs. 5 per mensem fo be mereased o’
Rs. 2,000.

¥ For the Observations of the Finaneial Scere-
tary, and the Report of the Board of Ministers,
see Hansarp of July 10, 1942,
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The Hon, Mr. A. Mahadeva (Acting
Minister of Home Affairs): There have
been some remarks made reflecting on
the senior officers of ‘the Department.
They were based maii Iy on the ground
that illicit offences con inue and that the
FExcise officers have iob been puccess-
ful in putting ther:. down. T do not
think that the hom. Members concerned in
making those remarks, took note of the
fact thaf, the staff of the Txcise Depart-
ment hag been greatly depleted duoring
the preseér” “mancial year. The oﬁlce_rs

have bee ad in large numberg on
coasb-guat. 2, and therefore even the
normal  wore  of o detection  and

prosecution eannot be expecfed of them.

In ‘addition, T fesl, the House itself is
partly responsible for the great increase
in illicit fraffic that has occurred. T
am roferring to the resolution that was
adopted by this House some time hack
under which it permitted the tapping of

- goconut trees for sweet toddy without

liconee. The House hag recognized
that it made g mistake, and it has now
reversed fhat decision.

T think every endeavour will be made
—and I will also make every endeavour
to bring to the notice of the higher
officers i the Ilxeise Dopartmernt
the necessity for it—to put down illicit
‘offances as mueh as posgible.

*The Hon. Mr. G. E. de Silva (Minis-
ter of Health) : T am not satisfied with
explanation given by the Hon.
Scting Minigter of Home Affairs with
regard to the control exercised by the
Ecise Department over illicit offences.

I say advisedly that unless the Gowv-
erniment takes serious notice of the
matber, I think it ig high time that the
‘Excize Department wag disbanded. T
csay deliberately that the Excige Depart.
ment ‘has been responsible for these
illicit sales; and when one of the Min-
isters wrote in to say that -he offenders
should be prosecuted, the Fxcise Com-
misgioner himeelf replied to the effect
that he was helpless and that hé was
T would
ask hon. Members to realize the import-
ance of that sbatement, made by the
Head of a Department who is paid by
thiz country—and paid a very handsome
salary—to detect offences of thisz ldnd.
" If he cannot do i, his obvious duty is
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to resign, nob to say that this Couneil
made a mistake in passing & certain
resolution  and, ~ therefors, he was
halpless. »

I would ask hon. Members to realize
that the good government of this coun-
try is in their hands. Tf Heads of
Departments are allowed to defy this
Couneil by not implementing our deci-
siong faithfully how can we expect the
good gover fent of this country to be
carried on? T therefore feel that it is
high time that we asked the Head of
uho Department to give up his job, if he
is not able to control Wlicit offences, and
hand over the tagl to someone who hag
the interests of the country at heart, not
‘-lnlpl\' mark time, draw a high sala.ﬁ'
ond say that he cannot do anything
finther,

*Mp, B, H, Aluwihare (Matale) : May
T knew what the (inister is doing about
the amendment of the Exsize . Ordi-
nanee? The matter came «up in
Commifiee, and the Bill was made a
little different to what it was.

The Hon, Mr. Mahadeva: I will have
to consult my Fxeeutive Cornmitles on
that point—whether it is worth proceed-
ing with in the form in which it was
amended in the Committee sll‘.an-p

¥Mr, 8. Abeywickrama (Udugama)

Last year, during the Budget debate T
brourrht the ia{{ to the notico of the
\Il]]la—.f{‘f‘ of Home Affairs
present  Exeige Commla&:lor;er im-
mediately atter we passed the resolution
moved by the hon. Member for Kandy,
went to a public meeting held af the
and stated that he
wonld eat his Tmt it the decision of the
atate Council could be implemented
properly. That cledrly shows that the
Execige Commlc;smner was nob’ prepared
to accept: a resolution in the spirit in
which it was moved. The same Fxcise
Commissioner is still econtinuing in
office, and he hag, as a vesult of that
sttitude taken up by him, let down the
whole scheme which was passed by th.l-,
Couneil and entrusted Lo him for CATTY
ing ouf. We bronght that matter fo the
iiokice: o8 the M]m'v.‘rer of Hoine A_E'r'alrs
last veor, but still no action has been
taken. Furthermore, T was told un-
officially that  fhe Oomr‘ﬁaqim‘or has

:that  the —
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_asked the Inspectors not to prosecute, meebings.
$0 that his picture of the situation may Minister o
be proved to be correct. The Hol
I also wang fo know where the Head  somewhat
Office of the Hxeizse Departmer® 18 Head of
located. I believe it is at Katugastots. ho has r
Is bhis particular individual of such  meetings.
‘great importance as to be allowed to'  meetingg
take up his station ab Katugastota—I coneerr?ing
. might; as well gay in the wilds of Katu- R

sagtola? There is & general eomplamt
‘that as a result of people running away
from Colombo, the morale of the people
has been lowered. . Then why on earth
did the Ministet‘ allow thizs Office
to be shifted? I do not know  what
dopuments there are that have to be pre-
gerved. Perhaps this offieer ig of sueh
great Importance bthat it is necessary to
preserve his own person. '
Bverything connected with the Txeisa
Department is  wrong. They have
passed eighteen months without func.
tioning, bcc ause officers have been
taken away for coast-guard service.
What justification is there for these
people to continue in the service at all?
There i alse the diseriminatory
ispuing of licences for liquor. T was
totd that e particular individvual—an

Tndian gentleman; a Mr. J. A D.
Vigtoria—belds as many as thirteen

retail and wholesale licences. In the
nofices appearing m the Gazelie you
will find the name *° Vietoria '* appear-
ing very frequently. Why on carth
should not the people of this country be
given - the opportunity of earning a
livirg from these licences? If we are
going to abolish the system, let us
abolish it allogether, but if it brings in
more money and trade, then lef the
licences be distributed more equitably.

T would ask two things of the Hom.
Minigter: whether the Fxcise Com-
“migsioner did make a statement to the
effect: that T have mentioned, af tha
Nalanda College: and whether it was
" perrect on the part of a Civil Servant
in charge of a Departient openly to
fout ﬂle wiches of the State Comieil
What action has the Commissioner

' token to implement the decision of this '

House, or did he obstruct the camving
ont  of that decigion by telling his
Tnspectors  not  to  implement 9 -1
 understand” that this genfleman has
even refused to come o the Gommﬂateso

bring to tl
difficulties
out a dect
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*Mr. Abeywickrama: I am told by the 1
hon. Meribher for Dumbara (Mr: Ratna-
yake) that there arg 10 illicit booths
behind the Hxtise COI]‘llVllﬂblO]lLI‘ 8 Oﬁse‘
ab Ratugastoda,

Amendment agreed fo.

Bub-head 1, as
passed.

Sub-head 2, Travelling, s, 238,530,080

Amendment moved [ Acting Ministe
of Home Affairs]: 7
Rednee the vote of Rs, 238,530 fo Ra. 143,753,,2‘

Amendment agreed to. / :]|
Sub-hrad 2, as amended, was passed..;

Sub- head 3, Uniform and L‘gmpment '
Rs. 7,200

Amendment mowved FAcfmg “v[:msfsr
of Home Affairs]: |

The vote of Re. T.200 for 194243 to be mcreasﬁﬂ.'
t Rs, 19417 by the addition of Re. 12,217, swhich
gmennt was provided in the Tstimafes under
Head 10, Sub-head 6, fo# the Hxcise Ofﬁcers em
Coast W ad ching Duty.

Amendment agreed fo.
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Sub-head 8, as amendéd, wﬁslpﬂsscd.

Sub-head 4, Rent of Cirele Offices, Bxcise

Stations and Warehouses, Is. 55,561

Amendment moved Acting Minister
of Home Affairs] :

The vote of Rs. 55,561 f »1942-43 be increased
Lo Rs. 72,000, :

'Amen ent agreed to.

Sub-head 4, as amended, was passed.

. Sub-head 7
- and 0

““*onery, Office Burniture
quisites, fis. 3.000.
~ Amendmenyv noved [Acting Minister
of Home Affairs]:
 The vote of Rz, 3,000 for 194243 be increased
to Bs. 5.000. g e
Amendment agreed to.

Sub-head 5, as amended, was passed.
.| Bub-head 6 was passed without amend-
ment.”
Sub-head 7, Rewards 'to Officers under

the Eweise Manual, Rs. 40,000,

Amendment moved [Acting Minister
of Home Affairs]: :

The vote of Ra. 40,000 for 1942-43 be increased

" -to Re. £0.000.

Amendment agreed fo.
Sub-head 7, as amended, was pagsed.

Sub-heads 8 to 10 were passed with-
ol amendment. .

Sub-head 11, Transport of Arrack,

Lis. 60,000.

Amendment moved [dcting Minister
of Home Affairs]:

The vate of Rs. 60,000 for 194243 be increassd
to Rs. 69.000.

o Amendment agreed Yo.

- Bub-head 11, as amended, was passed.

\ Sub-Head 12, Instructions to Excise Offi-

‘cers in First Aid and Provision of
Equipment, Rs. 500.
Amendment madved [Acting Minister
of IHome Affairs]:
The vote of Re. 500 for 194243 fo be i.ucr_‘ca,-éed

| to Rs. 1,000,

Amendment ag?reed to.

Bub-head 12, as amended, was passed.

State Council of Ceylon
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Sub-hoads 13 and 14 were passed with-
out- amendment,

Head 50, as amended, was passed.

Head 51, Police,

Sub-head I, Personal Emolvﬁménts,
Bs. 3,859,639,

Amendment moved
of Home Affairs] :
Additional Staft for Bmergency Services.

(1) ‘I'he number of clerks (G, €, 8) for 1942-
43 under the caption ‘% Additional Staff for
Bmergency Scrvices " on page 117 of the Second
Print be increased from 90 to 21 and in the
details under this item the 20 Clerks, Class I11..
Grades 1. and II., to be incressed to 21. The
money provision Tor 1942.43 should also be
inercased from Rs. 12466 {o Rs, 12,676, ;

(2) The dotails under the item 4 Superin-
tendents and Assistant Buperintendents 7 bhe
amended as follows:—

[Aeting Minister

; R,
I ab £460—25, 30 & 40—£960
2 at £380—-50, 40, 30 & 20—£1,110
I retired officer at £273 -6 -8 - baing 26,472
the difference bebween

last
salary and pension 2
(3) The number of Chief Ingpectors, Inzpeetors.
and Sub-Inspectors for' 194248 under the eaption
“Additional Staff for Emerency Services ' be
reduced from 211 to 16 and the money provision'
for 194243 from Ts. 88,500 {o Rs. 82,000,
(4) The following new ifems be inscrted noder
" Additiona] Btafl for Hmerency Services *, Police
Department, below the item ** Chief Inspeéctors.
Inspectors and Bub-Inspestors, Port Polive ™ i -
1941-42. 1942-43. 194243
' : e
1 Chief Inspectdr Rs. 3,000—120—3,600 :
2 Inspectors’ Rs.1,740—120—2 340 33,041
26 Sub-Tnspectors Ra. 600—00—1,410 :

(5) The vote of Rs. 396 for.1943-43 for Boot
Allowanes, &c., on page 117 of the RBecond Print
be reduced to Re. 306 and in the details mnder
this item 22 officers who are fo.reccive this
allowance be reduced to 17.

Amendment agreed fo. %
Sub-headl'l, as amended, was passed.
Sub—hfad 2, Travelling, Rs. 287,160,

Amendment moved
of Home Affairs] : ;
The vote of Ra. 287,100 for 19249 be inereascd

fo Re. 528,500 and the retaild of the makemup of
thia sub-head be amended as follows ¢

[Acting Minister

i : Rs.
Travelling expenses of permanent staff 252 150
Travelling expenses of emergency stalf - 41,350

—_—
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Ameﬁd_me-nt agreed to.
Sub-head 2, as amended, was passed.

Sub-kead 3, S.'taiio'n_ery, Office furnilure
_ and Office requisites, Rs, 18,500,

Asmendrnent moved .[A.c:ti'_ng Minister
of Home Affairs] :

The vote of Rel 18500 for 19249 be o

. arcased . to Rs. 20,585 and the details of (ho

make-up  of | this subchoad be  amended  ds
follaws :— ; - s
' Rs.
 Beowrrent expenaes’ 12,000
Turniture for replacements = 1000
- Railway warrants Aty 936
Hxpenses im connection with HMmer- :
wney work : 7,350
20,585

Amendment agreed to.

- Bub-head 8 as amended, was passed.

Sub-head 4 was passed without amend-

ment.

Sub-head 5, Rent of quarters, stations,
barracks, offices, &o.. Rs. 182,980,
Amvndmen{; moved [Acting Minister

of Home Affairs]: Sl

The vote of Rs, 182,980 for 194243 be increased
fo Rs, 185,680 and in the details of the make-up
of this sub-head the sum of Rs. 53,310 provided

“for rent of buildings, &e., used in connection with

Emergency work be increased to Rs. 58,040,

Amendment ag'reed to.

Sub-hoad 5, as amended was passed.

" Bub-head 6, Uniforms & equipment,
Rs. 230,000.

Amendment moved [}10_&'?19 Minister
of Home Affairs]:

' The vote of Te. 230,000 for 194243 bo in-
creased to Re. 232,065, and the details of the

makeup of this  subhead be' amended sa
follows;—

Iz

Uniforme, arme, equipment, &c, 190,100

_ Uniforme, &e., for Emergency staff ... 42,865

232,965

 Amendment agreed to.
Sub-head 6, as amended, was passed.

Bub-head:7 was passed without amend-
ment. < :

Debates. ' _

3 A‘pﬁro}.)_ria-i-ibn Bill.
1853
Sub-head 8, Water and Conservancy,

Amendiment
of Home Affai

The vote of 1a,
to B, 87645 am¢
this sub-hesd bo

The Colombo
supply of w
ment. building
‘contract to P
ings 1o antst
vaney of al

. oflices

Conzervancy st
water to te
Bmergency &

Amendment

Bub-head 8,
Sub-heads 9
amendiment.
Sub-head 17,
Amendment

of Home Affar

. The vote of I

to Rs. 1,100 anc
make-up of this s

Beeret Service
Secrat Bervice

Amendment agreed to.

Bub-head 17, as amended, was passed.

Bub-heads 18 to 21 were passed with-
out amendment.. -

Sub-head 22, Transport, Bs, 2,420,

Amendment moved [Aeting Minister
of Home Affairs]: i

The vate of Rs. 2,420 for 194243 be inereased
to Rg. 2620, . ;

Amendment agreed to.
Sub-head 22, as aménded, was passed. -

Sub-head 2%, Furnitire for Temporary
Huis, R=, 6,750.
Amendment moved [Acting Minister

of Home Affairs] :

The vote of Rs. 6,750 for 1342-43 be increascd
to Re. 7,250 and amend the deseription of this
aub-head to read ** Furnibure for temporary huts,
& o., for Emergency services ™', >

Amendment agreed to.

Sub-head 23, as amended was passed.

‘Sub-heids 24 to 26 were passed with-
oul amendment.
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Sub-head 27, Incidental Ezpenses,
Rs. 27,500.

Amendment moved [Acting Mingster
of Home Affairs]: ;

The vobe of Bs. 27,500 for [942-18 be inereascd
to Re. 98,800 and in the ¢ rails of the make-up
of thiz sub-head the sum £ Rs. 10,500 provided
for incidental expenses in' conmection with emerg-
ency worl be increased to Ra, 11,800,

State Council of Ceylon
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The alterations in the_'bobal which these amend--
menls involve (pagee 114, 117, and 118) should |
alzo be madc. \

Amendment agreed to.
Sub-hegd 27, as amended, was passed.

Sub-heads 28 and 29 were passed with-
oub amendment. s et

Head 51, as amended, was passed. -

Head 52, Department of Prisons & Probation.
© Sub-head 1, Personal Emoluments Rs. 501,422,

Amendr
(1) The nu,

%1 at £400—25—E£650.
* 5 at Rs. 4,200—240 & 300—7,500.
2 at Bs. 2,400—3,600.

wed [Acting Minister of Home Affairs]: .

of Superintendents of Prizon and Proba,tionary'Superintelﬁdents in training for
294943 to be inercased from 7 to 8 and the details under this item to be amended as follows,
money provision for 1942438 to be increased from Rs. 35,049 to Ras. 30,249 :— 8

The-

)
iy

(2) The number of Temporary Superintendents for 184243 to bo reduced from 2 to 1 and the
money provision for 184243 reduced fror Ra. 7,200 to Rs. 3,600.
(3) The votes of Re: 6,863 for House Officers to be increased 1o Ra. 7,275 and details under this

item to be amended as follows:—
%11 at Ra. 480-—30—960.
4 at Re. 450—30—060.

(4) The following new items to be inzerted under a caption Additional Staff for Emergency Services

Re-opening of Tangalla Prison :—

Annual
194142, 194243, Minimmum, Incre- Maximum. 1941-42. 194243,
ments. ™
— 1 Superintendent — Lo L. 2,910 — 2,010
- jE Jailer, Clags IT, 1.260 <84 2,100 — 2,100
— e Sub-Overseers, Clags T, — — 540 - 1,080
- 8 CGhuards, Class [, e — — 390 — 3,120
Daily paid temporary sha »
at 90 cents salary and
200 cents diet allowance ;
per diem - — — 1,026
Allowances. -
Diet allowanes to gtaff —_— — — — TH2
Boot allowanee to jailer .. — — — — 18

made,

*Mp., Alnwibare: [ rcad a lefter
written by My, C. 1. Vietor Corea, in the
papers. He was a very well known
Member of the old Logislative Couneil;
and he says that mstructions wore issued
to the Prisons Doepartment long ago that
prisoncrs were nob to be handeuffed. | T
wonder whether the Hon. ! sting Minis-
ter can give us any information on.that
point—whether he saw the lotter in the
papers, and whether he made it his busi-
ness to inguire into it. b

The Hon, My, Mahadeva: T saw the
lettor in the papers. The fact is, this
matter was raised in the dld Legislative
Couneil by Mr. C. BE. Victor Coréa who
was then a Member of the Council. A
Corittee was appointed under ‘the

The alterations in the totals which these amendments invelve [-pugcs 118 and 120} should also be

Chairmanship of Mr. M, T. Akbar, who
was later Mr. Justice Albar. The Com-
mittes submitted a rather corprehensive
report on how to deal with prisoners, but
unfortunately that reporti seems to have
becn pigeon-holed and no action has been
taken on it. %

T hecame awsre of these circumstances
when the question of handeuffing detenus
was raised in this Council. We are
taking action; 1 pointed out the reason
why it was not possible fo relax the hand-
cuffing rule as the law now gtood, bub we
arc taking steps to have that law altered
g0 as to leave the diserction in the hands

- of thé Inspeclor-General of Prisons as to

who should be handcuffed and who should
not.

1



Aug. 26, 1912

*Mr. Bluwihare: Mr. Corea coes rather
further than what the Hon. Aeting Min-
ister has stated. He says that av that
time, My. Akbar, who was then Acting
Attorney-General, said that the pmetice
was that Police officers were asked to
exercise their diseretion in this matter.

Why I press this matter is becanse T

ragher suspeet than the Prizsons author-

iticg in these cases do want to rub it into
these political prisoners on their own,
Az the Hon. Minjster himself must be

awi: , even in the case of these detenus

there were many little unplessantnesses

that they need not have been sgoaded

with, and T feel thag this iz another of
those acts which we should not tolerate.

The Hon. Mp. Mahadeva: Sir, the
quegstion of omission o issue instruc-
tions following the recommendations of
the Committee appointed under the
Chairmanship of Mr. Akbar cannols ex-
cuse & wiolation of the law. T believe
in the case of the fivst 4 or 5 detenus
there was a relaxation of the law and

they were not always handeuffed when

they were moved about. But after their

escape from the place of detention, the

Inspector-General of Prizsons, I take it,
felt that he would not be-justified in
ignoring the steict instructiong of the law.
In faet, no one has given him instruc-
tions on this' matter; and, ag I said,
unless the law is altered, nothing can be
done. I-am taking steps to get the law
altered,

*My. Aluwihare: We are always told
that the law ig this, and that it cannot be
transgressed. It would interest the
Home Minister to read a discussion in
the House of Commons where, 1 believe,
" the law against certain publications in the
Press was passed, and it was pasged with
the Home Minister’s guarantee that those
powers would only be used under certain

eéireumstanees, and he fook upon himself .

& discretion as to how he would apply
the law, I think it would be wery
salutary for the ome Minister to read up
those proceedmm; " He will then know
the extunt of his power.

The Hon. Mr. Mahadeva: I would
cerbainly welcome diseretion being left in
the hands of the Home Ministry. Bub
the hon. Member forgeta that thére was
a long discugsion in thiz Council as to the
rights of Ministrieg to inteplere with the

‘who would geriously
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we ourselves considered the question

whether the prisoners that could be re-
leased for food production should work .

under Prizons officers or whether, in view
of the really great difficulties in guard-

ing themn and preventing their escape.

it would not be better to release them
on ticket of leave on condition that they
work on particular food-produetion
schemes. The Executive Commiftee
wias of the opindon that if we wanted to
utilize a number of prisoners on this
work, it would be desirabls to release’
them on ticke$ of leave. 1 think thaf
proposal was turned down by the Board
of Ministers, if I am not mistaken.

*The Pon, Mr, G. E. de Silva: If is
very amusing that the Prisons Depart-
ment should send reports of this kind, |
beeause it is only people in the asylume
consider recom-
mendations made by ‘the Prisons Dapar»—
ment,

The Board of Ministers referred thm
question to two Ministers, that is myself
and the Minister of Communications and
Works,

seligmme. That report was sent tous. I

and asked us to formulate a
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[The Hon, Mr. de Silva.]

% \ dAppropriation Bill.,

. fach, the Prizons Deparbment does not .

- want to do anything except discharge all
the prisohers who come into the prison.
The recommendation 1as to discharge
#osh of the prisoners. = jo we found that
ii we go to discharge 1 isoners who have
been couvieted, we muight as well, con-
sistently not have Courts of law to con-
viet these people, because onee you con-
vict these people and they are brought to
prigon they would be disecharged.

S0 that,| v that that reuommend-
-ation was & olute farce. But when
we decided that a large numbeér of pri-
soners could be made to produce food,

= the Prisons Department said that the
. -ounly number which would be available
for this work would be 150 or 200.
Neturally they reduced the number.
Mind you, Sir, the prison population is
over 5,000. Can you donceive that there
are only 150 or 200 prisoners who are
“apable of producing food and that the
est of the prison population is only fit
o0 be incarcerated for ever? Ii.is only

people who can be gulled by these pro-

posifions who will aceept these state-
_ ments.  As far as we ave concerned, we

~sent the report to fhe Home Minigter,
and evidently the Home WMinister con-
~ sulbed the Head of the Department and

the matter ended there as most things
end in this Ministry,

Now, T would ask hon. Members to
eonsider this matter steriouul\» Do you
think that out of 4,000 or 5 5,000 prisoners
only 150 or 200 can produce food ?
Should we go to India with a begging
bowl every vear asking them to give us
food, when we can solve fhe problem in
*this country? 1 would apnual to hon.
| | Members to realize the gravity of the
situalion, People who have not com-
mitted any offemce are starving outside
while people who have commiltad offences
 and have been sent to jail a a fed and
- well looked after. By doing that you are

encouraging erime in this country. That

iz the ultimate result of the presen*f:

policy.

. 1 think some vears ago you, S-ir, the
. Hon. Minister of Labour, Industry and
Commerce and some other Members
“served on o Committee which made cer-
fain recommendations on this matter.
We never heard anything sabout the

'State Council of Ceylon
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matter except thdt a report was sent.
Burely, are we going to-allow the present
state of affairs to continue when we have
men capable of producing food? And
aro we going to allow lands to lie fallow
witHout gebling the best out of them?
Instead of answering these questions in
& mafner which would be beneficial to
this country, we simply deceive OUI‘bblVEB
and say that nothing furtiter can he dofie.

The Hon. Minister of Agriculiure and
Lands has taken upon himself & very, big
reapousibility. The House has enfrush-.
ed to him the task of producing food as
well as distributing food. I ask, if 8,000 .
people are utilized daily for 300 days on
the production of food, what a gquantity
of food can be produced in this country?
Have we not got the lands? Have we
not gob fthe brains? Have we not got
the initiative? We always want to con-
gult the Heads of Departments. We
kinow that this country has been govern-
ed by Heads of Departments for 150 years

©or more without any progress being
made. We  have . al\say’a been going
backwards.

I would tell hon. Members that this
is a proposition that can be putb into effect.
Tt can be put into practice within a very
The Assigtant Governmenis
Agent of Hambantota says, ° T have
IO 000 acres of land which can be cul-
tivated. I can take charse of these pri-
soners; I ean look atter them; I can make
them grow foed '’. All the conditions
are ideal there. Water service and othex
amenities can be found for these prisoners
there. But wmothing furbher iz done.
They are only afraid about a man eseap-
ing and running away.

The other recommendation of the Pri-’
sons Departinent is that men who have
been econvieted should be discharged.
Can you conceive of anything more idiotic
than that? Af one fime they say that
they are afraid to get the prisoners to
eultivate land because some may escape.
If you put them on the land and tell
them that if they make Wood the land

“will be theirs, they will not run away.

But the exlmordinary proposal that is-
made ig that in order to ease the con-
gestion in the prisons, these prisoners
should be dizcharged !
the Acting Minister will rcah/e that if
we have the interests of the country at

My Hon. Friend °



Avig. 26, 1042]
heart, we cannot allow this kind of non-
sense, pure nonsense, to be perpetrated

- year after year by having these reports

placed before the Council and its Com-
mittees. [Interruption.] Do not blame
' the Board of Ministers in this matter.
You ¢an blame the Board of Ministers
if we are nogligent. But here a practical
solution was found, so much go that the
Times of «Ceylon in an editorial stated
that even now  this propesal should bs
given a frial. But nothing has been
done. ity
~ Bir, can T sit here as a Minister when
I know that you are going to find food
for nearly 5,000 to 6,000 prisoners who
have ecommitted offences and who can be
put to do food-production worlk, while
you allow a large number of people in the
country to go with one meal a day?
These are matters that I want hon, Mem-
bers to consider. Do not blame the
Board of Ministers in regard to this
matter. Sometimes they may do some-
thing wrong for which you can legitimate-
Iy eriticize them. But when these big
propositions are overlooked, how can you
wolve the food question and make the
countfry self-sufficient?

Mr. H. W. Amarasuriya (Galle): At
the meeting of the Executive Committee
of Home Affains when the memorandum
prepared by the Hon. Minister of Health
and the ITosn. Minister of Communica-
tions and Works was considered, T believe
~the permanent Minister told us that the
Hon. Minister of Communications and
Works confessed to the fact that be had
only appended his signature to the roport.
The implication was that he had not had
very much to do with the draffing of the
Toport,

The father of the -report was the Min-
ister of Health. The report is a very
interesting one, but it did not give us
any practical solution o the problem.
Their suggestions were far from practical,
T wish the Minister of “Health, who had
volunteered to submit & roporb, had given
us some helpful suggestions. The report
had to be considered along with the re-
port of the Head of the Department,

.. The work has not been neglected by

the Executive Committee of Ilome
Affairs. The Committes is most anxious
w0 give effect to the principle underlying
the well-infentioned proposals of the
161——I. K. A 21043 (143)
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tive Committes of Home Affairs have not
in any way neglected their duty, but
they will address thomselves to a practi-
cal scheme. Onge the scheme takes
practical shape, it will be introduced nto
this Council, and the Couneil will neo_

- doubt in duc course approve the sugges-

tens made.

*Mr, H. F. Parfitt (Nominated Mem-
ber) : We in the Exccutive Committee of
Home Affairs looked forward to reading
the report of the Minister of Health on

.the problem.of putting prisoners on the

land, but having read it we found that
most of the .roposals made by the Homn.

Minister had already been implemented

by tho Committee, It was not possible
to put 7,000 of these prisoners on the
land immediately, bub as far as possible
we had started getting the prisoners on
to the various parts of the Island where
they could go. :

The Minister of _Health says that
these prisoners are going to do a great
deal for food production, and now that
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the Acting Leader of the House has taken
“ Food production *" under his eare, 1
suggest that if he can intimate te our
Minister the numbe of prisoners he

could take and look af 2r and provide for,

T feel quite certain ! « our own Minister
would be very delignted to let the Min-
ister ¢" Agriculture and Lands have as
many prisoners as he wants—always pro-
vided, of course, that he will look after
the - protection and supervision ofs the
- prisoners ¥ meet the cost of such
supervisi

The Hon. Colonel J. L, HKotalawala
-. (Minister of Communication & Works):
The Acting Minister of Home Affairs is
ad® guilty of all the charges that have
been made againgt him. He has come
to the rescue of the Minister of Health in

trying to get these prisoners on to the

land, The hon. Member for Galle (Mr.
H. W. Amarasuriya) made gy statement
which cast an aspersion either on me or
son the Minister of Health or on both—on

me if he implied that | had appended my

signature. to %@ thoroughly * mad "
report; or on the Minister of Health if
the implication was that the Minister of
. Health had put some thoroughly ** mad **
report before his Fxecutive Committce,
I must admit that most of the work
over the report was done by the Minister
of Health, and it was a thoroughly prac-
tical report. © We indicated in the report
how these prisoners could be put on the
land ; where they eould be taken to; how
they should be looked after. If zome-
thing more ** practical > than that was
required, then both of us would have had
to go to the prison itself and collect the
particular prisoners and say, °° These
~men must be sent; these are the imple-
ments they should take with them; and
this -is the kind of food they should he
provided with " an so on.  Tf by ** prac-
tical suggestions *7, they mean that we
should do all that, then they should
hand over charge of the Prisops to us.

In our report we stated, ** Here is a
place suitable for the prisoners; the
A. G. A. here is prepared to take on the

. work and in these circumstances, you
can give him the required number of
prigoners ', DBul no! The main

trouble with the Prisons authoritics is

that they think they are called upon to
perform a specific job, and that is to pre-

State Council of Ceylon :
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vent the prisoners running away, to keep
the men in cells after six in the evening,
and seeing to it that everything was done
according to the PriconsOrdinance.

I will give an instance of the *° practi-
cal 7 gide of the work of the Inspector-
General of Prisons. Bome time ago we.
were hard pressed for labour. We
wanted 200 labourers at the Racecourse
to come and help us to do certain work.
The Inspector-General of Prisons said,
“ Oh,. yes; I can certainly give you 200 .
prisoners for this work, provided you do
all this: send your lorries to fetch the
men after they have had their morning
meal at 9 o’clock; then bring them back |
to the Prisons at 11 a.m. for their mid-
day meal and take them back again to
the place of work at 2 p.m.; then return
them to the Prisons at 4 p.m. for their
evening meal, and also, please have 19
firat-class able-hodied men o look alter
them while they are working . If 1
had 75 able-bodied men, I would not have
gsked him for these 200 prisoners. I
would got those 75 dfellows to work
8 hours a day. '

Theset are the *° practical ’’ ~men

whom the hon. Member for Galle (Mr.

H. W. Amarasuriya) so much admires.
To such people & regort like the one sub-
mitted by us is ** impracticable !

Mr. H. W. Amarasuriya: I did not say
that the Inspector-General of Prisons is
a practical 1tan. : '

The Hon, Colonel Kofalawala: The
report indicated what should be dome.
When this report went up, I could visua-
lize what happened. The Inspector-
Heneral of Prisons would have " said,
** Yes, we will send 200 prisoners where
the Minister of Health wants them to go,
but who is going to see that they will nol
run away? We will have to employ &
Guard for each man. And when they re-
tire to their quarters, are we to handeuft
them? Again, how ean we house them
in eadjan sheds? They might set fire
to the gheds ™. _

All those considerations would he put
before the Bxecutive Committee, and the
would straightaway say,
“* This is impracticable 7’} What would
be the ** practical ” solulion of the Pri-
son guthorities? They would say, “We
have 5,000 prisoners now. .Out of thue

“number we require 2,000 for washing
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2,000 for cooking and another 2,000 for
something else—in fact we are short of
prisoners for our own requirements |
Actually, we are running short, of priso-
ners. But now that you have asked us
for a number of prisoners, we 'will do this -
we have in our prisons a number of men
who are too weak to rob again. We will
discharge them, and they can go and cul-
tivate their lands. We do not have to
worry. The problem is solved "’ |

Yet the hon. Member for Galle
(Mr. H. \V.'-Amarasuriya) says that wo
did not give them a working scheme! I
Taust say that the Acting Minister of
Home Affairs does mot know all the
details of our scheme. It was  sub-
mitted during the time of the permanent
Minister. We did nob want to WOITY
wabt old gentleman, ;
- mmatter drop. T sincerely hopé that the

Members of the Executive Committee of
Home Affairs, now that they know our
views, now that they know how ** prac-
tical *’ the Head of the Prisony is, will,
after inquiring into the number and type
of prisoners available, let ug: have g
scheme at least for next year.

My, G. A. H. Wille (Nominated Mem-
ber) : The feasibility of making thousands
of prisoners work as cultivators under
prison conditions has been the subjeet, of
debate for very many years, and so far
it has been regarded as rather impracti-
cable.  But I want to speak.of something

- bractical, and that is the proposal to got
discharged prisoners to do some cultiva.
tion. An application was made to the
Hore Ministry to vote a sum by way of
aid to the Discharged Prisoners’ Aid
Association, but there has been a great
deal of dilly-dallying over it. T do not
know avhy the proposal has not been
taken up. i

I wish to ask another guestion :
whether the Ministe? of Health i correct
in what he said—that the Prisons De-
partment has made the guggestion that
all | convieted prisoners should he re-

-leased. These atatements should not go
unchallenged.

*The Hon, Mr. G. E. de Silva: Tt is
true. That suggestion was made.
Bverybody laughed af the ides and said
that 1t was impossikje.

Débates. :

and we let the.
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The Chairman: Does that quesbion
come under thig vote? '

*Mr. Aluwihare: This is the Prisons

vole,  Some of the detenus ame out

The Chairman: We can deal with the
question of the detenus under the vote
tor Defence and not under the Prisons
vote. A vote was passed including
allowaneces——— :

*Mr. Bluwihare: T was referring to the

‘allowances : i the wiveg of the detenus.

It you rule me out

The Chairman: Does the hon. Member
want o obtain some information?

*The Hon. Mr. G. E. de Silva: About

. the payment to the detenus.

The Hon, Mr. Mahadeva: “That whs
a matter that T dealt with about two or
three days ago under the vote fop the
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Home Minister. As a matter of fact, of
tho 14 detenus 5 have refused any
assistanec; one says that he will thinlk
over the matter; ong ¢ tates that he has
no family. . 1 believe 5§ have said thut
they require assistan . - The main point
now i to get the mpney feleased.

*[Mp, Aluwihare;  What s
difficulty?

The Hor Wr. Mahadeva: I will have
to make ¢ lication for-the release of
the money. M ;

One other point has to be decided:
which Ministry should investizate thesc
claims, [t has been suggested that the
Home Ministry should do it. If it is
meraly paying out g lump sum hirespec-.
five of the needs of the elaimants, the
Home Ministry could make the pay-
ment, but we have not the required
muchinery to make - investigations.
The Ministry of Labour, Industry and
Commerce have a relief seefion, which
een investigate these claims, bub if they

. wish to pass on this work to the Home
Ministry T am prepared to look into' the
msitter.

But ‘the immediate need is to get the
money releaged. I am making an
application to the Board of Ministers.

~ *The Hon. Mr. G. C. 8, Corea (Minis-

ter of Labour, Industry & Commerce) :
It was decided that it should be the
Home Ministry that should carry out
this task. ! :

The Hon. Mp. Mahadeva: There are
gsome difficulties, and T am putting up a
memorandum to the Board of Ministers.
1 have no objection to dealing with the
matter, but there are ecrtain difficulties.

*Mp, Aluwihare : May I know the bagis
on which these allowances will be paid?
Are they to be based on the standard of
life to 'which the detenus we normally
aceustomed, or iz there to be some other
standard ?

The Hon, Mr, Mabadava: T think the
decision of the Board of Ministers in re-
gard to that matter is that relief should
be given which would amount fo

the

between Rs. 80 and Rs. 45 a month

for, o defenu. At present there is relief
oiven to destitute persons, but that does
not exceed Rsi 5 a month. That was
considered entirely insufficient and, T

K}
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believe, the Board of Ministers decided

© that ecach detenu’s family—[Tnferrup-

tion.] I thought each detenu’s family
would be entifled to Bs. 30 to Bs. 45
3 month, but if any Member of the
Board of Ministers know inore about if,
T would like him to state the facts.

#Wp. Aluwihare: [ asked that question
because it is necessary in these cases to
malke provision for the edueation of the
children of the detenus also. Now, if 1t
iy a sum of Rs. 80 to Rs. 45 that is to
be given, and any» of these people de-
pended on the earnings of the detenus
for the education of their children and for
their maintensnce, it would obviously
mean that the children would lose their
education and they would be put to
much hardship. Surely, the proper way
of providing allowances is to consider the
defenns’ stalion in life and to make pro-
vision for the necessary expenses of the
people. R . :

T would ask the Hon. Aeting Minister
of Home Affairs whether he could nol
accept such a criterion. I think the
Hon. Acting Home Minister will rernem-
ber, for instance, & very recent case
which wug reported in the papers, which
aroge, I belicve, when Sarat Chandra
Boge the brother of Subhas Chandra
The question
of hig allowance was then discussed,
and T belicve the basis on whieh his
sllowance was calenlated was the ordi-
mary expenses that he would necessarily
be put to. : _

Tt would be very unfair, Sir, merely to
say that Ra, 80 to Rs. 45 would be suffi-
cient, because, some of these detenus
could not possibly maintain their' wives
or their children on Rs. 80 to &ia. 45 a
month., The ‘allowance should be a
reasonable one.

Mr. Wille: May T have a statement
from the Hon. Acting Minister of Home
Affaive, aboub a vote for the Discharged
Prisoners’ Association, one way or the
other, becguse T would like to know how
matters stand? There was a special re-
port from the Departinental Commnitbee
embodying a scheme under which the
whole of the dishurgements of this vote
would be governed, but dothing has becn
done. : :

*The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake
(Acting Leader of the State Council):
May I know what my hon. Friend wants -
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to know? Doeg he want to keep these
discharged prisoners as a group, apart
from the rest?
be under his protection and that of his

Committee so that they can get assist-

ance all the time, or are they to join
the community and have the opportu-
nity of finding employment? !

Mr. Wille: T am surprised that the
Hon.. Acting Leader of the House has
not kept himself abreast of this question.
There has been a special Report issued.
The Hon. (permanent) Leader promised
this House that the matter would be
taken up and something would be done
in order to give effect to the recommen.
dations of the Committee.
proposed is this: when prisoners are to
., be discharged, the Commiftee of the
* Association should get m touch with
* them, find out what sort of worlk they
wish fo, do, where they wish to start

work and help ther', ang put them on
their feet again; and we thought it would

be a very good thing if these individual

«discharged prisoners could be placed on
the land and take to cultivation. That
i3 a praefical proposition and one which
is° better than trying to get masses of
prisoners under prison conditions to. go
in for culbivation. It is top late in the
day to raise any question about the ud-
- visability of this proposal. The thing
thag been simply shelved, and T do nof
know why :

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: Sir, I
raised this question some time ago. I
read this report, if T remember rightly,
-some time ago, one of the functions of
the Special Committee is not only to
draw money from Government and to
dole it out, but also to go and find out
in what swroundings these people live;
and if there are any disputes among the
- people in the villages find out whether
lite was made poessible for a man thers,
or whether he should be taken to soms
ather place and put on the land. My
hon. Friend is a Member of this Com-
mittee.
that do not function well have Members
who are nominated to them,-and I do
not know in what a state this Committee
ig.

I remember, this Committes made an

~ application to me, some time ago, for
lind. In that application this Com-
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The hon. Burgher Nominated Mem-
ber, (Mr. Wille) knows very well that
there are a number of schemes for assist.
ing people to get on the land, and Very
substantial sums of money are paid to
those ‘willing o work on the land.
Instead of asking for all this money yto
be given to the Dischurged Prisoners’ Aid
Association, they should send these men
to some of the land Kachcheries and tell
them how to get assistance in money,
and thus help the men. As far ag T
Imow, if their object is to put men an the
land, there are already a sufficient num-
ber of schemes sponsored by %he Hon.
Minister of Agriculture and Lands which
give every { sistance necessary to people
lacking funds whe desire fo get on the
land. - : '

Mr. Wille: Sir, the sarcasm of the
Hon, Acting Leader of the House is
utterly misplaced. This i not u matter
to. be treated so lichtly; and as regards
what the Hon. Acting Minister of Home
Affairs said, T eannob understand why he
has not dealt with it. The reply that
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. -was sent to me was that the Committee
viewed the proposal of the Association
favourably and the mater had to be con-
sidered. The, permanent Minister of
Home Affairs hag taker a great interest
in it, snd he has seen .he desivability of
placing funds in the hands of the Associ-
aftion so that they may be used to help
discharged prisoners.

. {ivation because cultivation was discussed
m connexic = th actual pnsonr-\rs Butb
N '{he Discha. = Crisoners’ Association are
. in a position to help digcharged prisoners
who have d.ptltud_es for various vocations.
They want some implements to do their
work and they have to be helped with a
little money to fide over the period hefore
they. can earn anything. So, there is no
use in saying that we should dirset these
I people to the land Kachcheries.

The Hon. Acting Leader of the House
cspoke as if he did not know of the Pposi-
tion of Discharged Prisoners’ Associations

" in countried 11Le Ensland. T do not know
“why' all this opposutbo[n, was not shown

[
A
5

when it wag brought up here and recom-
» mended by the permanent Minister of
. Home Affairs. This is showing great
‘belatedness of mind with renqmd to an
important matter.

The Hon. Mr. Tahadeva: The hon.
‘Nominated Member it was who referred
‘to the lack of funds for placing men on
thd land, and that wag the only point 1
addressed myself to. . Tf he wanie some
funds for getting up people in other indus-
trics, he should say-so. " T did not direct
I my mind to that matter. Probably there

are no schemes in operation for sefting
. up people in industries. But T think the
I Board of Ministers will be always pre-
. pared fo consider proposals on  this
Y gnatfer.

Mr. Wille: The Hon, Acting Minister

 has forgotten what has come before this

I Committee. Tt was even decided that

t one of the officers of the “Association

ghould be sent hefore it in order to explain
 the proposal. d

b €}, Aluwihare: Sir, may T have an
answer to my question? Will the Hon.
Minister conm_dpr the necessary expenses

State Council of Ceylon
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of these detenus and not merely say that -
Rs. 30 to Rs. 45 per family will be allow-
ed for each detenu, because with Bs, 80
to Bs. 45 it would be utterly meosmble
to do anything,

The Hon. Mr, Mahadeva: Sir, 1 men-
tioned the decision arrived at by the
Board of Ministers. I do nobt suggest
that the figures T mentioned are sufficient
for detenus who have an income, nor-

* mally, of over Rs. 1,000 a month. I
think the matter may well be reconsi-
dered by the Board of Ministers, to see
whether nmvision cannot be made accord-
ing to the statug in life of the prigoners—
“the allowance to be dependent on their
status,

Amendment agreed to.

, as amended, was then

Sub-head 1
pagsed. ' :
' Subhead 2, was passed without

amendment.

Sub-head 3, Stationery, Office . |
Beoguisites, do., Rs. 2,000,

Amendment moved [Af't‘mg meter
of Home Affairs] :

The vots of Res. 2,000 for 194243 bt
to Re, 2,100 and th_e fallnwmg detalls of thls
aub head o be inserted : —

A § : Rs.

Cuxrent expenses 2,060
Fmorgency Serviees 100
2,100

P—

Amendment agreed to.
\

Bub-head 3, as amended, was passed,

SubTicad 4, Lighting (0il, dec.),
Rs. 2,750.

Amﬂndmr'nt movod [Acting metﬂr
of Home Affairs] :
Ra.
For llghtm,f_r outstation Prisons and
: Training. Beheol buildings and for
night patrols
Hxpenaes o connf—,ctmn w:th Emergency
Bervices =) Tt

2,750

2,990

Amendment agreed fto.

Sub-head 4, as 'a_,mznded, was passed.
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Sub-head 5, Uniforms, Clothmg, Bquip-
: ment_ &c., Rs. 64,000. -

Arendment moved [dcting Minister
_of Home Affairs]:

The vote of R, 64,{}00; for 194248 be inereaged
o Re. 66,250, and the detsils of the make-up of

' +his sub-head be smended aa follows:—

Rs.
Copt of uniform and equipment for
Prison and TProbation Staft: includ-
ing sports materisly for recruits
snder training, elothing and cquip-
meni  for  Prisons and, Training
Sehool, fumibure, tools, lvestoeck,
muintenance of. wmachinery, plang,
molor wvans, &, including r&pasirs
and rﬁplmmerrm s 64,000
Uniform and eqmpment for Emurgencv ;
Btaft amd Hervices ... 2,250

Amendment agreed to.
Sub-head 5, as amended, was passed.

Sub-head 6, Water and- Conservaency,
s, 2.200.

 Amendment moved [Acting  Minister
of Home Affairs]:
The vote of Bs. 2,200 for 1942-43 be imcreastd
i Rs. 2,800 and tho following defails of this
=ub-Head ba ingerted s —

' Hs.
- Supplies of drinking water to Prmons 792
Conservancy  charges  at Ollt-BtM.].O!!.
Prisons e BA0B
Expenses in cmnectmn with  Emoer-
geney Bervices -
g i3
B.800

A mendment agreed to.
'Sub-'flead 6, as amended, was pasaed.

Sub-heads 7 to 10 were passed with-
out amendment: =~

Sub-head 11, Inczdental pre?«ses,
: Es.

Amendment moved [4qu thstf’“
of Home Affairs] :
' The vote of Re. 800 for 1942.43 be inereased

o Ko, 850 and the details of the make-yp of this

sub-head be amended as follows: —
P Rs.

(et of advertisement, premia on escurity
" honda and other miscellansons expenges B0
Txpenses in connection with Fimergency
Serviccs 3 i 80

B30

i
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*Mr. Hlumhare That is an 1rreleva,nt
opinion.

‘Mp, Willa: This Ascociation has been
recognized. The
mittee worked under the aegizs of the
Executive Commiltee: When
matbter was gone into, if was shown qulte
clearly that unless the Government gave
a vobe, the “Association could not go on
doing its work thoroughly.
before the late Chief Justice loft this
Tsland that he urged the claims of this
Association both on the public and the
Goyernment.

#Mp, Alr rihare: In which yéar was

thati?

My, Wille: Tt wag about two or 1:-hreé:
years ago.
towards

minds discharged prisoners.

They do not seem to think that these

prisoners ought to be helped and not
allowed to go further down hill ag many
have gone.

1863

this -

We certainly find that the
public hawe not sufficient - liberality of

Depqrtrﬂeutal Com- :

Tt was only i

£ h

The Association has been sef I“f
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up in ofder to help the discharged pri-
sonetr to emrn his livelihood with some

chance of making good. °

~ Head 52, as amended, was then passed.

T .-;.

Head 53, Goverr sent Analyst.

. Sub-heads 1 to 5 were passed without
_ amendr ent. Ao

A

. Head 5% was passed without amend-
| ment. ’

Heaa sw, Zoological Gardens.
Sub-head 1, Personal Emoluments,
Rs., 14,496. :

*Mr. Aluwihare: Sir, is it true that
people are being collected to shoot all
. these animals in the Zoo in the event of
| any emergency ?

' The Hon. Mr. Mahadeva: I think, Sir,

one has to protect the public in the event.
of dangerous animals escaping as a result

of bombing. Poisonous snakes, for ins-
. {ance, it would be most desirable tio kill;

State Council of Ceylon
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the lions, and T should mot be a bit sur-
prised if there are plans formulated for
that purpose. :

*The Hon. Mr. G. E. de Silya: I think
we will have to consider this question,
beeause it iy not sale to keep these
animals here, :

*Mp, Aluawihave : Cannot we sell them
te somebody? We haye already lost a
good deal of money. There are plenty
of people in Tndia, 1 suppose, who swould
love to buy some of thege tigers and lions.
Why not sell them and disband the Zoo!
T gay that because this Zoo was bought by
the Government from a bankrupt coin-
pany, and there was & great deal of pro-.
test from o section'of this House. ' Now
vou are running the Zoo at a loss and you
are going to capitalize your loss at some
time by shooting all your agsets.

Sub-head 1, was then passed without

- amendmeny. -

Qub-heads 2 to 7 ‘were passed without
amendmenit.

Tead 54 was passed without amend-
ment.

it would be desirable to kill the tigers and

Head 58, Provineial Administration (Emergency Scheme.)

_ Sub-head 1, Personal Emoluments, Rs. 819,899,
Amendment moved [Acting Minister of Home Affairs]:

Gampaha, Alutkuru Korale South.
‘ Amount
provided in
Ind Print.
Insert new item— 5 '
, 1 Office Assistant at Rs, 1,917-84 p.a. {Govern-
ment pensioner) ;
Delete provision for—

Amended
figure.

Bs. o Rs.

=

1 Clerk, Survey Clerical Service and (for clerical
1 Surveyor, Grade III, and insert therefor © gtaff) © \\
9 (flerks, Rubber Control Department 4,128 0 6,043 64
(for Surveyor)
3,600 0O
Delete 1 Stenographer temporary) at Rs. 2-50 '
per diem and insert therefor, 1 typist at Re. 170 e ;
per diem AR o ; b S 620 50
* Add to item ** Cyele Orderly (temporary) at 75 cents '
per diem ” plus eycle allowance of Rs. 4 per
mensem i & 2714 O 322 0
Rent allowance to be amended .. 2,048 0 1,919 84
Total 32,475 0 31,047 88
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Gampahs, Siy
ded j
oL :
(2 ;
Delete item 2 clerks {temporary) at spec
Re. 150 p.d. and insert therefor 2 ¢l
porary), 1 at Re. 1'70 per diem anc
Re. 160 per diem 10
W0 :
Homagg
In item, 3 clerks G, €. 8., substitute for
1Clags IL. ..
1 Class 1., on & salary of Rs. 3,000—1{ 0
Tnsert new item 2 clerks (temporary) af
. per diem each 0
Rent A}lovmnce to be amended . 0
0
Horai
Insert new item: 1 Clerk, Tea Contrc 5
ment, on a salary of Rs. 110 p.m. 1
Delete item 7¢ peon and insert, I peonon .. ..., <. ?
. 300—6—444 . 408 0 437 0
Amend Rent Allowance 1,764 0 2,405 0
Total ' 28,711 O 30,701 O
_ Kalutara Kachcheri.
Insert new item : 1 peon (temporary) at 75 cents
per diem rrs — 294 0
1,514 0
Matugama.
Amend total provision for A. G. A’s (E) salary 6,855 0 - 6,856 0O
Amend item 3 clerks (. C. S. to read—
3 clerks, G. C. 8., Class IT, ;
1 at Bs. ‘300——120»—2 320 .. ' | :
Clags 111, 1 at Rs. 600—42, 45—1,800 49860 0 L LB 3gR(
Education 1 at Rs. 600-—60--1 ,800
Delete item 3, Agricultural Instructors 3,600 0 —
Insert new item : 1 Watcher at 75 cts. p.d. = 274 0
Amend item Rent Allowange 456 0 1644 O
Total 24,529 0 22,234
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Amount provided  Amended
in 2nd Print. Aoure,

i ; Ha dhio = Rs. e
] _ Minuwangoda. : ;
Amend item 3 clerks by deleting  Clags T.—1 at
Rs, 3,000—180— ,260 7 and substituting there- e e
for Class IT.—1 ¢ Rs, 900—120—2,820 B, 588 S B )
Amend item 2, Agricultural Instructors, to read :
1 \gricultural Instructor at Rs. 864—60, 96 de.

3,900 de 3.342 0O 949 0
Delote item 2 Surveyors i .. 8040 0O — .
- Amend Rent Allowanecé i - . 39s0 1) 3,460 0O
? 40537 0> . 28234 0
Gampola.
“Insert new item : 2 Clerks (t.empomry} at Re. 1-70 s
per diem = — .o 1,240 0
Total .. 17,985 0 19,225 0
% Kandy Kachcheri. 4
Amend provision for 1 Stenorrrapher (temporary) TRB N 913 0
Amend provision for 1 c]erk (temporary) i 620 0 .. 621 0
: Total .. 22343 0 92474 -0
j Kandy (E). :
Delcte provision for 1 Surveyor .. ' .. 3,600 0. —
. Delete provision for 1 Clerk (temporary) for C’mef ¥ §
Headman 5 360 0 . —
- Amend provmlon for Rent Aﬂowance s 832 0. 202 0
Total .. 30,461 0O 95,961 0
Matale Kachehieri,
" Delete provision for 1 1and officer e 12,3500 000 —
Amend item 2 Clerks G. C. 8. to read 4 clerks, . : - .
| @. 0. 8., Class 11, 1 at Rs. 900—120—2,820;
Class III Jat Grade 1., 1 at Re. 440—45—1,800 ; ; ;
Grade IT., Rs. 600-—42—1,398 .. 1,309 0 .. bH413 O

Amend Rent Allowanece : TS VI i v
e Total .. 28425 0 .. 19,770 0

Insert Provision for (New Station), Nalanda.
1 Assistant Government Agent (H) (Assistant ]

Settlement Officer) Rs. 3,600—360, & 420—12,480 — S

1 Clerk, G. C. Class IL. at Ba. %0—12{}-“2 820 .. i e 28200 0

1 Clerk, G. C. Class, Grade IL, Rs. 600—42—1, 800 i e 626 0O

1 Temporary clerk at Re. 1* 70 pd, — o 620 0
1 bicycle messenger at 75 «cents p.d. plus cvcle J
allowance of Rs. 4 p.m. ot : - i 322 0

i 1 peon at Rs. 300—6—420 e — LG een2 0

*  Rent Allowance .. AT S e 4 282 0O
0.

Fotal .. —_ 0,878
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Amonnt nreavided A i

Urungala.

Include new item 1 clerk, G. C, 8. Class Grade

Include new item 1 peon

Delete item 1 elerk, temporary to Ratema,ha,tmo

Amend item 2 clerks Lempomry to read 1 ¢k
temporary ..

Amend item Rent Allowance

Total

Akuregsz.
Include new item 1 part timeo latrine labourer
PRI S e pom.
Amend provision for Cycle ’\1es-sengcr by additi .
of “ plus cycle allowance of Rs. 4 p.m”, &5 274 0O
Amend ifem, 2 clerks, G. C. 8. to read 3 clerks ' _
Amend Rent Allowance .. 2406 O .. 28604 0

Tota,l .. 33,810 0 34,146 0

¢ R Ambalangoda.
Amend incremental scale of clerk, G. C. 8., Class IT.,

to read as * Rs. 720—108—2,448 PN — e ==
Amend Rent Allowance e R A S (A R e ey

Total .. 31,483 0 31,472 0

Beliatta.
Include provision for 1 clerk, Tea Control Dpwga,rt
- ment : —_ i 680
Include prmeon for 2 tempm‘&ry clerks ; o —_ L o )

ol oa

Total .. 14,200 0 16,221

] Hambantota Kachcheri. :
Include new item I Assistant Shroff ot — . 744

=

Total .. 40,265 0 = 41,009 0

Matara Kachcheri.
Delete provision for 1 Food Production Officer .. 3,600 06 .. —
Include provision for another Surveyor, Grade I : :
at Ras. 4,600—200—8,000 i 3,329 0 - 8448 0
Amend item 6 clerks temporary to read 2 clerks ;
temporary (Other 4 clerks. omployed on Food ,
- and Price Control work) Lo B3T72000 1,240 -0 ~
Delete provision for 6 clerks 40 (‘hlcf Headmen .. 21600 .. — ;
Amend Rent Allowance i AL 905 0 .. 141770
Total .. 19,434 0 16,823 0 °
-
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Amount Provided  Amended
in 2nd Print. figure.
Be, Va0 e sl Barthic:
; Jaffna (E).
Amend incremental scale of A, G. A. (E) to read

£25.30 & 40 .. — —
Amend item | A 1'wultuml Instlu(tm to Iead 1 ;
Agricultural 1mtructor Class 1.—RBs. 3,600—240,

5 4 0——6 000 .. — W —
Amend incremental scale of Surveyor to read 120
instead of 12 .. S o —
Amend ibem 6 clerks to read 5 derks G. C. S— :
Clags IT.—1 at (stet) i 2
Clags II1.—4 at (stet) : ] BT Qe pedl ¥
Delete provision for 1 Sanitary Assistant o BRSSO =
Amend Rent Allowance s = gus OUBRBE S (e TR B AR S
' Total .. 43,032 0 39,544 0
Mannar Kachcheri,
Include promsmn for 1. clerk, Tea Control Dep%r’t- :
ment . ' —_— s e BRI S )
6213 0 7.095 0
Vavuniya Kachcheri.
Delete provision for 1 Surveyor, Grade L. B Y e =
Amend Rent Allowance i i 668 0O 224 0O
- Total .. 9,688 0 4804 O
_ ~ Kalmunai.
Amen’d' item 3 clerks G. S., Class IL.—1 at
£$00—120—2,820 ; Grddc §i00 €. Class
2, at RBs. 600—42, 45—1 800 1., b 76440 4408 O
Amend provision for 2 Agricultural Instructors .. 2,280 0 2,164 0
Delete provision for 1 Food Production Overseer 600 0O =
Amend item 1 clerk temporary to read 2 clerks ] : .
temporary at Re. 1*70 p.d. .. 620 0O 1,240 0
Inciude new item 1 eycle messenger at 75 u&‘nts :
per diem . — = 274 O
Amend provlswn for rent allowance L TEs. 0 o 1029 "0

Total .. 28,531 O 25720 0O

Trincomalee.
Insert new item 2 c]orks temporary at Re. 170 p ik ;
each . — sl 2 b
: Wotal ' ilGmat: ok 16,776 O
Chilaw,
Amend item 3 clerks to read G. C. 8., Class L.—
1 at (stet) ; G. 0. "Class, Grade 11, _z ab (stet).. 5,603 0 .. 4991 0O
Delete item 2 fnurvey'oxs and insert hersfor 1 : i
BSurveyor, Grade 1., Rs. 4,600—200—6,000 .. 10,285 0 .. 5,845 0
Amend Rent A]lowance . ESHL O . 979 0
Total .. 26,612 0 20,988 0
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Amm
ir

3 : Kurinegala Kachcheri.
Delete item 2 Surveyors ;

- Amend item 1 clerk to read G. €. Chsg Grade II.
Insert new item 1 clerk, Rubber Conh ol Depdr‘r

ment
Amend Rent A]lowance

Total
Narammala.,
Deleto items 2 Surveyors and insert therefor 1 .
Burveyor, Grade 111, 7 Soie o B ot s RIS 1 Sy S

Amend Rent Allowance s \ Sl o R e R

Total .. 30,068 0 26,6563 0

- n Puttalam Kécheheri.
Amend item 2 clerks tempﬂmrv to read 3 clerks

temporary R G LSRR i 1,852 0
Total .. 15213 6 15,825 0
Anuradhapura Kachcheri.
Amend 11sem 2 Surveyors to read- 1 Surveyor,
Grade ITI. . 7,200 0 .. 3,600 0O

Amend item 4 derﬁs to read, G. C Clags, Grade II s = —
Include new item 1 clerk, Rubber Control Depart :
ment s ’ — i 780 0

Total .. 13,783 0 10,963 0

Polounaruw&

Amend item 3 - olerkq to read G. C. 8., Class T,
Cat Rs.  3,000—180—4,260 ; Snrvey Clerical °
Service, Class IT.—1 at (stct-) ; G Q. 8., Grade

IL., 1 at (stet) : R ; i 3439 Om.. 6439 0
Amend Rent Allowance i o 309 0 609 O
¥ Total .. 20,021 0 23,321 0

_ Badulla Kachcheri, 7 :
Delete provigion for 2 Farm Assistants R L R Sl
Include new item 1 clerk, G. €. 8., Clags I1. afo
- 900—120—2,520 . i —_ e L2 0
Amend Rent Allowance s S22 s T AT A S
Y

Total .. 13,992 ¢ = 14574 0
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I Amount Pr0v1ded Amended
in 2nd Print. figure.
= R Ve B S
Haputale. ;

Include new item .". clerks fe-mpomry»ﬂt Re. 1°70 ‘
per'day each fe ‘& period of 6 months = . 7 — .“n 620 0

Total .. 25947 0 26,567 0

Kpg&l]a Kachcheri,

Amend item 1 Land Officer to read 2 Land Officers
(1. Assistant. Superintendent of Surveys at
£450—25 & 30—£810). I’ Divisiona,l Ingpeetor

- of Schools (stet) . 10,830 0 .. 22980 O
Delete item 1 Agricultural Tnstr uctor and substitute : il :
2 Agriculbural Instructors (salary scale—stet) 4,500 0 .. 5,724 0 °

Delete item I Surveyor, Grade 11. and substitute
2 Surveyors Grade T1. at (stet) Grade TIT.—1 at
Rs. 1,200—120—3,600 ; 4440 O .. 7888 0O

Insert new item 2 clerks G. €. E:-., Grade 1[ at- e

Rs. 600—42, 45—Rs. 1,800 .. i 2,586 0
Delete provision for 1 Overseer and * s 457 0 .. e
1 Supervisor for Food Production work : 504 0 .. =Ea
Include new item 1 peon temporary at 75 cents . 0
per day o 12 — Jer 2540
Amend Rent Allowarice 4 oo B HES NEei0gs O

Total .. 26,274 0 46,850 0O

. Pelmadulla.
Delete provision for 83 Surveyors and substitute
therefor 1 Surveyor Grade IL at (stet) . 6,480 0 .. 4320 0O
Amend 3 Agricultural Instructors to road 2 Agrp
cultural Instructors .o 28920 .. 2896 0
Insert new'item, 1 clerk temporan} at- Re. 1- 70
per day = i % o s 620 0
Total :. 23,796 0 22,260 O
Ratnapura.
Delete pI‘OV]San for 6 clerks to Chief Headmen .. 2,160 0 .. —
Amiend. item gvertime to pérmanent clerks - G 12000 0 i B i
Total .. 25955 0 - 14,095 0
7 - . Ruanwella.
Delete entire provision 5 .. 16,63050° . v
Include New Item ;
Special allowances to Officers at certain Stations ;
concessions to officers in respect of house rent, . ;
&e., Special Duty Allowance for peons o = e 22,986 8

Amendment agreed to.

Sub-head 1, as amended, Wasl'passed.
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 Sub-head 2, Travelling, Rs. 155,699,
Amendment moved [Acting Minister of Home Affairs] :

Amount provided Amended

in Znd Print. figure.
Rs, e Rs. o
The following amendments are necessci,ry to—
Apportmnment 9 . b .. 6,000 0 5407 0
16 5 .. 4800 0 6,000 0
18 iy .. 6,000 0 .. 12,000 O
19 1 ¢ % e 000 a0l
22 i o 4740 0 .. 4,260 0
o : - 25 .. 3,600 0 4,500 0
sy i o .. 5,700 © 6,180 0
33 < .. 3,600 (0 5,500 0
34 s .. 3,000 O 6,000 0O
35 i .. 6000 0 7,200 0
Delete Apportionment 36 and substitute therbfor i
Nalanda (Emergency) Kachcheri i ;2500 0 .. 3000 O

Total ..155690 O 173,990 ©

Make all conéequential amendments.
Amendment agreed to.

Sub-head 2, as amended, was passed.

" Sub-head 3, Stationery, office furniture end office requisites, Rs. 21,356.
Amendment moved [Acting Minister of Home Affairs]: -

Amount provided Amended.

in 2nd Print. figure!
! e 1 S yEiBsE Sle
Amend Apportichment 18 .. 0 1,000 0
s 21 2 ... 30 50 0 |
4 29« .. .00 800 0L - 208 @
2 23 = e 250 0O © 500 ©
i | SRt v 3000 500 0
. s 34 ' s 500 0O 650 0
Delete apportionment 36 and insert therefor: '
Nalanda (Emergency) Kachcheri - 600 0O 500 0

 Total .. 21.356 0 22196 & 0k

Amendment agreed to.
Sub-head 3, as amended, was pasged.
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Sub-head 4, Incidental expenses, Rs. 19,270,

Amendment moved [Acting Minister of Home Affairs] :

Amend Apportionment 9

3y 18 o)

e 19

» - 33
34

Delete Appurtlonment 36 and substltute therefor

Nalanda {Emergency) Kachcheri

Amendment agreed to.
Bub-head 4, as amended, was passed.
Head 55, as amended, was passed.

Head 60, Minister of Agriculure and

Lands.
Sub-head 1, Personal Emoluments,
Rs. 43,526. o

Mr. H. R. Freeman (Anuradhapura}
Sir, T wish to bring to the notice of the
1\111118.‘(@1" the way {;he tood drive ™ is
going on in theg Wanni Hatpattu in the
North-Western Province.

As the Minister is aware, there is a
Jong history of proseeuting for the culti-
vation of chengs, and the whole of the

Katuwanne Korale is now either being

prosecuted for clearing chenas or the vil-
lagers are being called upon to pay com-
pcnsatlo"n under the Ovdinance for clear-
ing chenas. Well, this is a peculyr land
of ““food drive ’. On the last two* ve-
easions when I found
brought to jail at Anuradhapura from the
North-Western Province, I intervened
and specially asked the Land Commis-
gioner and other officers to make a pro-
per settlement and to stop 1 ssecutions.
-Tt'may be that there are serious faults in
the land settlement in that area, but
things cannot be left like this for ever.

‘This kind of *‘ food drive 7 brings
diseredit on officials concerned. Bul
if there iz a case why these people should
not eclear chenas just now, let us hear
what it is. We know there are many
people in this country who have no

xnowledge of what the chena businessis; -

chena clearers

Amount provided  Amended
. in 2nd Print. figure.
Rs. o . Bs o
100 0 280 0
400 © 500 @
1,000 O 100 0
700 O 500 0O
300 0 500 0
2,000 _0 300 O
19,270 0 17,350 0

Total

so they are bound to make mistakes
“ about it; and if they have no knowledge, *-

the best thing 1s to come and live in the
dry zone ior a while and see what
happens. g

Now, the general reply is, ** Oh, well,
we cannot have the mulalanas and ath-
danduwas all cut down °. Well, any-
one who knows the Wanni Hatpatiu of
the North-Western Province knows that
mosti of the land there has been cleared
over and over again, and there ig no
question of muka!amls

I understand fines have been pa.ld to
the Revenue Officers to avoid going to
Court.  But is this seriously meant as a
food drive, food production? It iz all
sheer nonzense. 1 think the Minister
must come and have a look at the Wanni
Hatpattn and see what is being done.
He will see that this is entirely opposed
o thit is nﬂiuaﬂv preseribed as © food
drive ** and ““ food production . Even
if these people have cleared mukalonds
and athdanduwas, is not the Government
doing « that E‘V&I‘:YW]:LCTL? Is not the
Government - doing it all over he
Tamankaduwa  and = Anuradbapurs
Disf.ric-tS'? And why should these people
under a *‘ food drive " have their bare
living taken away from them, T want to
krow: beeause in the case of the village
which heads thiz list, that is,.
Daladagama near Maho, iti is a very poor
village.  'When I visited this village in
connexion with this ehena lhusiness,
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there was hardly anything to eat in the
village, it is a great shame that this
should go on.

I do not know Whether there is,any
explanation of what is being dune now,
but it must be seriously locked nlto
because it is constuntly recurring.
heard just now that food production is
the burning question of the ecountry.
These willagers, Bir, in  the dry
sone—agricultural villagers—are exuctly
like any other people interested
agriculture. They look about and want
to find lund that will give them s decent
ecrop, and that is the one way in which
the chena clesrer gets a good crop.
They are told, ** Well, you must clear
landukele but that is only 4 few foet
high . But whet they go to anything
higher than tlut officialg. start prosecut-
ing and say, ** No, you cannot have it ’
At this rate riot only ean they not proﬂ[]@c,
food for this emergency; they gannot
even feed themselves, and the thing
becomes a perfect scandal,

I do not know whether there iz anyone
who gould give any explanation. Well,
I leave it to the Minister to see whether
ke can give any explanation, But it has
happened so many times, and each timo
I put it up to the Land Cornigsioner to
look for a general remedy 5o that these
things may not oecur. If he cannot do
that, I must fake it up in some other
form. :

~ ¥Mp. B, H. Aluwihare (Matale):
Betore the Minister speaks, may I say
that the same problem that the Member
raised exists in our parts? Actually the
fundamental error iz that officials are
_convineed that kurakkan eultivation is a
vice.

Mr. Freeman: Exactly.

#Mp, Aluwihare; T do not L‘.ngw‘v how
this error has a,i'iscn

Mr. Freeman: It arose about fifty, or
sixty, or seventy years ago.

#Mr. Kluwihare: Tt is nbout hundred
vears old. I believe it arose from the
- desire to have what are called economic
crops on the land. But. anyway al
present the official mind has it, and a
good many of us too have it, that
leI:-ll\La_n srowing is o viee, that it Teads
4o goil ernsion, the destruction of forests,
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and all that kind of thing. Actually
every clean-weeded tea estate ought to
be suppiessed unless precautions are
taken, beeause it iz the source of the
worst soil efosion.in the country. I think
in u' few vears 'en estates would be
pointed out #s o = of the things. that
robbed Ceylon of a good deal of wealth.
But apart from that, T think it is time

we drove it into ourselves that kuralkkan

is a grain whose food value is greater than

that of rice, is betten than that of wheat, b

and it is o grain that will save us from
starvation it the £oo<1 supply of our
country failed. i

Mr, Freeman: And the Wanni is flab

- country, not hilly country.

*My. Aluwihare: So we have got {o
eneourage our people to grow kuralkan
not only on the mukalanas but on every
bit of land available. ;

I think that is the fundamental error
we make—that kurakkan is something
that  should be discouraged. Sir,
*“ kurakkan 7 has gol almost the same
connotafion amongst‘food as *° natives
amongst human beings—that it i3 a low,
kind of food. T think we simply have to
get over that idea.  All this ]}lO\CGUtJGD
JIF ‘this taboo against kuraklkan arises
from ignorance of its fundumental value:

- Mr. T. Amarasuriya (Moratuwa) : Slr
T wish to invite the attention of the Hon.

Minigter to a large area of pdddy-field in |

my constit-uency. It is,in the Balpiti
Rorale; I am referring to that portion
known as the Attidiyva-Beralesgomuwa
I think in days gone by it was a

“vast tract of smiling pciddv ne]dt. and this

korale was known as the ‘° Halpiti ™

Korale: Most of the rice that came to
the Colombo ® Distriet was from this
Korale. At present all these paddy-fields

are neglected, as during a part of the
year they get under water.

I would 1 gquest the Minister to look
into this questien and see whether he
could evolve some scheme; some flood-
protection scheme to get owver this
difficulty. Hepecially, Sir, at a time
when we are badly in want of food, T
would seriously request the Hon,
Minister th congider this matter and see
whether he could take some steps to
assist the cultivators of this area to-
cultivate their fields. "
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[Mr. T. Anmmaurwa 1

Thege ficlds, T am told, have 'been

- neglected for some time. I wish the

Hon, Minister would visit this ares and

. see things for himself. It he consents to
- inspect these fields, I 9 1 prepared to taks

him round.

Mr, J. H, Ila.ngantlleke (Puttalam) :
The land referred to by the hon. Member
for Anuradhapura (Mr. Freeman) is in
Ratuwanne Korale in  the Wanni
TLatpattu.
have been allotted to the willagers of
Daladagama. These poor people have
not sufficient land to cultivate kurakkan,
and therefore off and on they encroach on
Crown jungle. They are not allowed to
clear jungle without permits. Only ope-

tenth of the -land available is allowed for

chens cultivation and that is not
sufficient for the number of vi]la.gers-
there.’
Daladagama in Katuwanne mentioned by
the hrm Member. :

. I think the = Hon. Minister of
Agricultuft and Lands should take some
steps to prevent the poor people living in
these parts of the country from being
prosecuted. In every willage in the
Wanni people’ cultivating chenas ‘ara
prosecuted. It may be that here and
there there may be bits of Crown land
two, three or five acres in extent in the
cmidst of chena land, If the villagers
clear that land, 1 think their action
should be overlooked. The people should
‘he L‘IlCOlIlaO‘G‘d to tale purt in the food
“drive . 1In our parts of the country
there is no better food than kurakkan.
The people should be allowed to grow
their own food without being prosecuted.

The villagens of Wanni are, more or
less, dependent on kuralkan during the
first part of the vear. I trust that the
ITon. Minister of Agriculture and Lands
will do sornething to relieve the sufferings
of these poor pcople Durings the greater
part: pf the year these willagers have
nothing to cat but kurakkan: Paddy
cultivation is very unsatisfactory in that
part of the country. We are dcpondent
upon the tanks for cultivation. There
are one or two big tanks from_which we
ean geb water, We do not culbivate for
hoth the Yala and the Maha seasons;
gometimes we cultivate for Yala and af
ofther times for Maha. I bring these

- State Counczl of CeyZon

Only a few acres of land -

There are no mukalawas at all in

{ ]
.about two years
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Iacbs 1,0 ‘the notice of the Hon. Minister

with the object of enlisting his sympathy
for the poor villagers in our parts of the
country who lead a very difficult life.

#*Mr, D. M. Rajapaksa (Hambantota) :

I wish to make a few remarks inyself on
this guestion.

The anti-ehena mentahty that existed
aniong officials in the olden days is shown

< by I't‘buh',n whiech T wish to quote NOW.

In 1935, no fewer than 655 persons in the
Hambuntota District wero prosecuted
for illicit chena-clearing, and of them 388
were fined and 48 sent to jail. In 1956,
the number of persons prosecuted was
704, of whotn 459 were fined and 79 sent

to jail. Tn 1987, up to the month of
July, 256 persons were prosecuted, of

whom 94 were fined and 21 imprisoned.
I have with me figures from 1924 which

show that it*was a tradition with officials®
in those dayvs to prosecute chena clearers,

But this year, of course, things have
altogether changed, WVillagers have been
eiven a free hand in the matter of chenas
and chona clearing is going without let
or hindrance. The people in those parts

of the country have responded splendidly

to the call for food- production.

I however want to emphasize and draw
pomted attention to the state of affairs
in regard o the development of peasant
allotments in the Hambantota District.
The present emergency food °f drive '’
has. almost entively retarded the develop-

ment of peasant allotinents. I think -

that state of affairs should not be allowed
to continue. It is all-important for the«
Minister to see that peasant allotments
are not neglected. The Hon. Minister
himiself has visited some of the eoloniz-
ablon schemes. T wired fo the Minister
ago fo the effect thab
a certain colonization scheme was an eye-
gore. -No improvement has been made
in regard to that eolomization scheme
gince my telegrarn to the Minigter. T
know that the Minister has visited that
scheme twice but I do not see any impro-
vement made in it

T have grave doubts as 1'eﬂarr]_~, the
chena (,]earlnw that is going on at pre-
sent, beca.use__ it is done ab EnoImmous
expense by Civil Servants. I do nof
mind if that money goes into the hands
of the villagers but it goes into the hands
—or, ghall T say, into the pockets—of

-
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the middlemen. The money goes into
the hands of the eontractors, managers
of farms, assigbant. managers; boutique-
keepers and other species of middlemen.
- Representations were made to me by
some villagers to the effect that land
which they had, eleared had been given
Over to a capitalist who lived away from
the village. I sent that petition to the
Hon. Miniater, and I trust that he will
give careful consideration to that peti-
fion. That shows that the intereshs of
the willagers are being sacrificed to fur-
ther the interests of the capitalists.

That is all.I have to say in regard to

the gubject. =
Mr. H. W. Amarasuriya (Galle): I
want to raise two questions under this
Sub-head. My hon, Friend the Mem-
ber for Hambantots has raised one of the
fuestions, namely, that work under the
Land Development Ordinance has not
made sufficient progress during the last
year or so. I believe T have broucht that
‘matter fo the notice of the Minister my-
self.
« have takepn land under the Lund Develop-
ment Ordinance have even temporarily
neglocted their holdings., Tt would be
very ditficult for them to bring back those
holdings into proper condition later.
One of the reasons I atfribute to that
state of affairs prevailing is that there is
diserimination shown as between allot-
fees under the emergoney food ** drive
and those who have taken land under the
Land Development Ovdinance. Those
who have taken land under the Land
Development Ordinance have to pay
annual rents, but those who are given
Jand under the cmergency food *“ drive
are not charged rent. :

*Mr. D. Wanigasekera (Weligama):
And they are paid. ;

My, H. W, Amarasuriya: 1 think the
S Minister should not malke any diserimin-
ation as between those two clusses of
people. 1 think duwing the war those
people who have taken land under the

Liand Development Ordinance should be
exempted from the payment of rent due
from them.

" It is true that uander the voile for the
Land Commissioner a large sum of money
is provided for rendering assistance to
peasanty who have taken land under the
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Land Development Ordinance, but they
have to comply with certain rules and
regulations, within a stipulated period,
‘o receive such agsistance. [or instance,
those people are assisted by & grant of
about Re, 100 to huild & house, but the
money is paid fte the man at various
stages. With regard fo cultivation, they
ure given assistance according to the
number of feet of drain cut, the number

- of feet or the number of chains of terrac-

ing done; and they are also given a cer-
bain amount of assistance if they carry
out some permanent cultivation, :

1 think there is this question to be
borne in mind. Particularly in the weti
zone, affer the first two or thres Crops,
there i3 a natural deterioration of the
soil; so that, without the application of
manure, either arfificial fertilizers or leaf
monld, it is very difficult to maintain the
fertility of the soil.

Those are the two reasons thab have
contributed very largely to the.slowing-
‘down or setting-back of the progress of
the holdings taken under the ILand
Development Ordinance.

In certain parts of the country very
hilly land has been released for the emer-
geney food “‘ drive”’. The House will
appreciate that in the wet zone the best
land is brought under ecultivation of
rubbeér, tea and, to some extent, of coco-
nut. The next best land has heen re-
served by the Forest Depariment.
Whatever Jand there is left over is either
very stcep or is in jungle and is very
poor. BSuch land has been released for
the eultivation of food crops. Rither
kuraklean, meneri or hill paddy is eul-
tivated on this third type of land. Very
soon, within the next month or so, those
crops will be harvested.

No steps have been taken to effeet soil
comservation in such aress. This being
am, emergency nieagsure, it was not possi-
ble to spend large sums of money on such
acbivities: because the future of these
lands was not a certainty: I think the

. officials who alienated these lands made

‘the people understand that these lands
were given to them only for the purpose
of food eultivation. The Minister must
decide—and the sooner he does the better
it would be—what his fuiure policy should
be in respect of these lands. ' T think
ihese lands should be brought under the
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Land Development Ordinance and given

- pertanently to the people who cultivate

. thom, If that is done, they will 'look
* affer the land mueh better, because they

will then know that the land will ulti-

mately be theirs.

As repards land given under the Land °

~ Development Ordinance, the Agricultural
- Departrent should take s more lively
“infierest in it and impress on the peasants
. the imporiance of using fertilizers—notb
* mecessarily imported fertilizers, but
~ manure like leaf mould and cattle dung
- which is good enough for the purpose.
- This is a matfer of some imporbance. as
| otherwise in a few years' time you will
find that land alienated to the peasants

hag been washed away and that the best

nge of the land is not made.
Tt is now 4 o'eloek, Bir, and T aan com-
ing o a new poinf.

The Chairman:
suspended till 4.30 p.u.

The ditting is

Sitting  accordingly until

susprnded
4,30 p.om.,

ard then resumed.

Mr. H. W, Amarasuriya: I was deal-
1hg with the queésijon of colonization,
. This was started about twelve vears ago,

“and I think it is time that the Hon. Min-
ister Institnted an inguiry to find out
what progress has been made by colonists.

I am making this suggestion for this
reagon. ILlound, while going through the
country, particularly in the wet zone, that
sufficient, progress hag not been made
during the last ten or twelve years.
Tixeept for the two reasons that T have
aleady given, I am unable fo attribute
obhers as to why the colonization gchemes
have not been u great success.

I know, in cerlain areas——particularly
in the constituency of my hon. Friend
_ the Mewber for Balapitiva (Mr, Kula-
\rfa,fns'}—suﬂulmb progress hag nob been
made. A colonization schen.s was start-
ed in this area as early as 1931. I have
been a menther of that Colonization
Board since that tinne. ' Thiz Board has
been adviging the Liand Commissioner
and the Assistant Government Agent in

segard to colomization in the Urugaha

area, One of the main veasons why that
gcheme has failed is that land which is
of a very poor type has been given to
people. So that they ave unahble tomalke
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the land produee anything like an econo-
mic return. There arc other Jands that
are .too steep lor culfivation; there are
vet other lands on which it is difficult to
grow rotational crops™owing to the heavy
rainfall and because the rains affect the
crops very badly.

Thercfore I think it i3 time, egpecially
in view of the greab difficulties that we:
are likely to experience in the near future
with regard to our food problem, the
Hon. Minister.of Agriculture and Luandg
either zet up a Departmental Committes |
to inguire into this matter or requisition.
ed the services of some agriculbursl
expert ta inguire into the working of the
colonization schemes. I would like to
make that suggestion to the Hon. Min-
ister, and T hope he will consider if
favourably and take the necessury steps
to have a full inquiry held and a report
published thercafter whieh, to my mind
will be of the srealest help to him.

T would also like the Hon. Minister to
waive the leasc rents of people who have
taken land under the Land Development
Ordinance, at least durimg this ‘time
of emergency.

¥Mr. E. W. Abeygunasekera (Nuwara
Eliya): | want to know from the Hon.
Minister whether there has been a pro-
posal made by the Planters’ Association
to aequire, 7,000 acres of land in W ala-
pane in the digtrict of Nuwa,m Hliya for
the purpose of & food '* drive.’ It g0,
T would like to know the terms, and
whether our fellow-villagers will stand tor
suffer if the application is-allowed. Ts if
also proposed, if the application is
allowed to give back the land eleared by
the Planters’ AdRociation to the villagers,

I would like to make a suggestion te
the Hon: Minigter. T do not wanl to
speak for the whole country; I prefer to
speak for Nuwara Eliya. * The Hon. Min-
ister of -Agriculture and Landz has
become the Food Minister now. | Lel us.
ask for foodifrom him. We must place
certain conercte proposals before him
NOW. '

T think everybody knows that every
field has & wanna—an. uncultivated plob
of high land. This plot of high land is
part and parcel of every field: that is
where the threshimg floor iz situated.
The threshing floor is called kamatha,
and the hut is called pala.
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What T want to tell the Hon. Minister

is this—T think I made this suggestion

to hini in 1984 af that time, I presume,
he was short of hearing ang that is why
perhaps he did not take the hint from
me. If he had aceepted the sugoestion
that T made to him then, he would have
ab least been able to boas of 100,000
acres of land being wnder cultivation in
the wel zone. 1f the Hon, Minigter is
prepared to give a loan of Ra. 5, Rs. 10,
Rs. 15 or Bs. 20—anyway, nothing more
‘than Ws. 30—which cah be recovered
within a period of five to six years, for
the purpose of asweddumizing or irei-
gating the portion of high land which is
called wanna, I think he will bo helping
the villager 4 great deal. It ~you make g
caleulation, I think you will find that
there are at least 100,000 acres of such
high Tnd that can be brousht under
cultivation. Tf this sugdestion of mine
18 given effect to immediately, through
the Ratemahatmayas and the mnew
Divisional Revenue Officers, I think it
would be a great acquisition to this coun-
try to have so many acres under
cultivation. ;

1 do not know whether hon. Members
understand this subject, becanse 90 per
cend of them have never been to o field,
They do not know what ploughing is;
they may have seen fields being plough-
ed while passing through the country in
their cars, but they have never handled
a plongh. T have” done so. i

*Mr. 8. Samarakkody (Narammala) :
The hon. Member for Panadura (M.
Susanta.de Fonscka) once tried # and
fainted. | -

*Mr. Abeygunasekera: He did it per-
haps because he felt that there was BOME-
thing in it; he perhaps did it because
people would come to ged him do if; per-
haps he did it as an object lesson. Tt is
8 go0d thing no doubt; the hon. Mernber
for- Panudura has perhaps done « goud
thing no doubt. T want hon. Members to
follow suit.

*The Hon. Mr. D 8. ,Sen'an.ayaké
(Minister of Agriculture & Lands) ; And

Taint |

*Mr. Abeygunasekera: T do not know
whether hon. Members understand what
is meant by * kematha ** and ploughing,
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An amuna of paddy is equal tp 4
bushels of riee; a peta is equal to | bushel
of rice. Bome hon. Members may 1nob
know that, I am not trying to insult
hon. Members by stating these figures,
but I wish to ac, ugint them with thess
facts. A pela is « wual to 10 lakas. An
amuna of paddy is obtained from an
extent of more thun half an acrs. The
wanwa 18 the place where the hut is built;

It is reserved by people for various . o

purposes—tor
50 ON.

T own certain fields; and if T had irri-
galion facilities I would be able te
culfivate about 3,080 to 4,000 acres. I
was foolish to neglect this acreage. Now
if the Btate can accomnmodate people with
small loans, swy from Rs. 5 to Rs. 15,
and make the loans repayable within a
period of five fo six years, I think our
new Minigter of Food would be nble to
come to this House and say, ** Loolk hore

growing vegetables, and

I have taken the hint from the Member *

for Nuwara Liliya. We have 50,000
acres under cultivation in the wet zone’”
I think he will do it.

With regard to the proposal of the
Planter’s Association, I might say that 1

have no objection at all to the land being
leased. I do not mind it, because the

planters are not going to take away the =

land; it will be left for the use of the vil.
lagers.  Now, if the Hon. Minister of
Agriculture and Lands s prepared to
make it a condition that one-fourth of the
produce from ‘the land should corne o the
Btate, it would be a good thine, We

give out land for the sowing of kurakkan,

buf we do not accept money payment;
we take one-fourth of the crop. Bimi

< larly. when the 7.000 acres are given to

the planters for the fond ¢ drive,’"if they
place one-dourth’ of the vield at the dis.
posal of the State, for distribubion AMOmg
the people, it would be a very good thing,
I do not kv w whether that proposal 18
already balore the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Lands. T want the IIon. Min.
isber to consult the Member for the area
coneerned, in regard to the matter, who-
ther it be the Member for Nuwsarn Eliys
or the Member for Kand ¥,

There ig another point.  Bir, T must
speal out what T feel: if not. T shall not
be happy at all. BEven people like the
Air Raid Precaution Wardeng decorate

£
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their cars and put plates on them to
indicate that they are Air Rald FPre.
cautions , Controller. ~This  merning,
when 1 was going along McCallum Road,
a car passed moe which had a plate fixed
on ib with the worde “° A. R. P. Con-
troller. ., A few lowrs ago 'alzg 1
gaw another car with a swailar plate. 1
thoughi thers was only one A. B.-P.
 Confroller, but I find there is miore than
= one. 1 do nof wish to kegp matters o
© myself; T must come oup with them.

‘When the Hon. Minister visits auy
part of the country, it would always be
well and wise on his part to notity the
' Member representing that particular avea

of the impending visit either by telegram

L or by letter' Of course, the Member

ghould be given time. The Hon, Minis-
ter visifed two or three plaecs n my
constitueney reeently, but I had no inti-
mation of it. I heard that he was
arriving there, but 1 said, ° Nao, T shall
nob meet him . Why? I have no
busginess to go there. Bupposing T go
there and he savs, ** T do not require your
_ prescnee here. T.eame 3 u detective to
~ find out whap the (Emergency) Assistant
I Government Agents are doing. The
Marmber for Nuwara Fliva is not want-
ed 7, it will be a rebulke. :

When a Minister goes to a place by
himself, it is a very bad thing. The

) people of the arca will think that the
Hon: Minister has no confidence in the
‘ Member for the area, or that the Membgr
‘nieed not be eonsulted in these matters.
My opinion is that it would be far better
it the Member concerned goes and bows
ts the Minister upon his arrival in fthe
conslituency; it 18 far better, far more
hononrable, far more respectable than a
Divisional Revenue Officer or a Rate-
mahatinaya bowing to the Minister. T
say /that in espnest. ;
‘elected by the people; o Member is
clectod by 100,000 people and if that
Member venerates a great perfonage if

means that 100,000 people venerate him.

Even if you get 100 District Revenue
Officers to venerate You, you cAnnot
gpeure thabt same veneration. T apolo-
gize to the Hon. Minigler for. saying
these things, hut T must come out with
what T have in my mind. Therefore,
when the Hon. Minister goes on inspec-

tion or on cireuit in the future, T trust
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that he will inform the Member of the
ares coneerned so that he can be met
and shown round.

Coming to the paddy question, I do
not know whefher the Minister al Food
—T shall not eall himn Minister of Aoyi-
enlture and Lands an Tuture—is aware
of it, but I aan sure hon. Members know
that in villase areas people are Now -
civing paddy on loan. The reason 1is
that they fear that the State will buy
all the paddy from the ficld-owners.
They think that they will be hit hard
if that happens. Therefore they ate

giving out paddy on interest now.
What is the interest? The interesl 1=
half a' bushel for ene bushel, for &

~months; that is for o ¢rop, bo, if you

caleulate the interest—compound in-
terost—you will find that if a man gives
out 2 bushels of paddy {for four years, at
that rate the man who borrows the
paddy will have - to give back, as
interest, 523 bushels of paddy. :

This i being done in Kandy, Matale,
Bibile and Badulla; it s, done every-
where in the Central Provinee.

Tt 10 bushelg of paddy are given on
loar, at the end of six months, that is

_after one crop, be it Yala or Maha, the

man who lends the paddy will get back

15 bughels, - Then he gives out the 15
bushels to the same person and gets
back 221 bushels. T you esleulate it
in that manner, you will find That the
person who takes 2 bushels for 4 years
haz to give back 521 bushels. [This iz
rathor a high “ rate of interest . T
have brought this maffer to the notice
of the Houge even before this, but no
action was taken by the then Minister
of Agriculture and Tands, the present
Minister of Food. T want him to take
action immediately. ;

In some places, Sir, paddy 1s being
sold at Rs. 7 a bushel, in some places
at Rs. 8 per bushel; and in sowe places
g bushel of riee iz heing sobd  ab
Rs. 12.50 especially to Indian labourers
on estates. I[f we do not get snfficient
ries from Tndia, we will have to colloct
the paddy from each Chief Headman’s
divizion and store it up ab a central
slore. Today we can wget paddy from
the field-owners. Tf we overldok these
things and allow matters to drifh, by the
time the State steps in to buy paddy all
the paddy will have been sold to the
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is contemplated at all, action must be

“taken af once without any loss of time.

i

By the time the ITon. Minister of Food

thinks of buying paddy [rom the local
paddy-field owners, the stocks will have
digappeared—disappeared into the air,
as it were—and that will be a greaf loss
ta the country. Therefore, if action is
to 'be taken it is very necessary to take
immediate action. T hope +the Hen,

Minister will take action on the lines

suggested, without logs of time.

*Mp. S. Abeywickrama (Udugama):
With regard to colonization schemes, as
pointed out by the hon! Member for
Galle (Mr. H. W. Amarasuriya), in the
Galle Distriet the scheme of giving land
mnder the Land Development schema is
a miserable failure, . |

The Chairman: If the hon. Member
wants to ask for details under coloniza-
tion schemes, he might take 1t up under
the particular Sub-head.

*Mr, Abeywickrama: I would like to
refer to one or two things under
“ Personal  Emoluments . I - asled
some quegtiong of the Hon., Minister in
this House, and T want to refer to them
too. T asked for figures in order to draw
the attention of the House to this
maftter. I = asked the  following
quesbion : ¢ ;

“ Will_the Hon, Minister of Agriculturs and

- Lunds be pleased to efate (1) the folal number of

aeres allofted in the Galle Distriet under Twnd
Development Schemes in the years 1935, 1939,
1940 and 1941 (A) to Middle Class people and
(B} to the landless?™ :

The answer given by the Hon. Min-
ister was ag follows—I am not touching
on the middle-class Cevlonese; 1 am

. dealing with the cxtent of land alienated

to landless peasants:

In 1935 527 acres
1930 Lkl
1940 2450
1941 T

Bir, the amount that was given by the
Hon. Minister, in 1938, to the Govern-
ment Agent, Galle, was Rs. 10,6186,
This amount was given by way of assist.
ande to the peasant allottecs, but of thig

amount onlv a sum of Rs. 5,242 was

spent, the balance being paid back into
the  Kachcheri. Then, in 1989,
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Ts. 7,250 was allotted, but only

Pe. 6,040 wag spent; in 1940, Rs, 12,185 *

was allotted, and Iis. 8,700 was spent;

in' 1941, Rs. 23,225 was allotted, and

only Rs. 15,202 wag spent.

Normally, wit! the expaiision, of the :
Land\ Developmei. 5 Department and the =
cry for more food during the last two =

vears, I chould have expceted the Gov-
erifmentl Agent, if the funds that were
given to him were not gufficient for the

purpose for which the money was intend-

ed, to have applied for mare funds by

way ‘of a Supplemenfary Listimate in

order to assist these people. But when

the meagre sums that are given by the

Minister to the Government Agent are

not properly spent, it is, T am sorry to.

say, a very unsabistactory state of affairs.
I take it that the money spent by the

Government Agent is spent well, but ab

the same fime I 'do not want money to
be simply distributed to no purpose.
Of the total extent of lond given to

- peasant allottees, something like 6,000

acres have been .given under the Land
Development Ordinance to people in my
own constituency; and daily I receive
complaints from the people to say thab

they do not get sufficient assistance from

the Kachcheri. The Government Agent,
himselt has not got the time. to deal
with these matfers.
Government Agent, a Mr. Misso, who
is in charge of this work. He has heen
burdened with all kinds of éxfra dutbies
for the last two years, with the resuls

- that he bas no time to logk into the

progress of these lands.

The villagers  are  told

Tt is the Assistant

at Land

Kachceheries that they would be given

money to eut drains in ovder to prevent
soil erosion: that they would he piven
from Bg, 75 to Rs. 125 to pub up houses,
and that all kinds of implements woauld
be given. On paper, the scheme is a
very perfech scheme. Tt starts in a very
liberal way on the Tloor of this House.
but when it actually reaches the. man,
the assistance given ends in a” needle
point, go to gpeak. The scheme sponsor-
ed by this Council js on a very large
seale. Tt fs like the base of a pyramid;
and whén 1t actually comes to the man
who has to deal with it it ends in an
apex. For instance thers is & greaf
ghortage of agricultural implements. T

dare say, owing to the war, the prices .
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"\ of theso implements have gone up, and
it might be difficult to purchase them,
 bus in the years before the war these
. agricultural implements could have been
liberally given to these people.
 Then, with regird > assisting people
to put up houses, it was only the other
day that 1 received a complaint from &
person to say thut he huag cut a drthin
according ' to the instructiong ° given
by the Headman, and that he.would
like to live on that land, and for that
purpose be would like to have some
aggistance to put up a house. He
applied “to: the DMudaliyar, and the
Mudaliyar directed him  to the Head-
man ; the Headman told him that he had
no tizne to inspect the place, and this
 poor man has not been given ! any
assistance yet.

What T say iz that the: whole scheme
is not supervised well. T do not blame
the Minister. I will blame The Minister
Y if his policy is bad. I blame the officers

- who are. appointed to carry out this
gecheme. They are mnof working the
scheme properly. B
Lot me be elear on that point. I am
not attacking the Minister. If his policy
is wrong, I will certainly eriticize him,
but still some respongibility, lies on him
to see that the work that he has under-
tuken to do iz carried out in the corrvect
manner in the districts that are allotted
this = work. The Government. Ageht
. there says that he has no time to look
into it. :

6,000 acres of jungle land have been

_eleared under the Land Development
Ordinatice Scheme, and vet there iz no-
body to, go and inspect it
villager has another house to live in,
and so. these landg are negléeted. T
should like the Hon. Minister of Agri-
culture and Londs, now that he has been
gaddled with added responsibilities—
with the guestion of prod wing food,
which 15 a very vexed and grave ques-
tion—ito see that the maximum benefit
' is oot out of these 6,000 acres. These
6,000 acres could be ecultivated with
manioe, sweel potatoes, hill paddy and
various other produce and if these lands
are neglected, it would be a shécr waste.
T would susgest to the Minister, in
view of tho very large numhber of acres
" that have been given to people in the
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Galle Distriet, to appoint immediately,
from '1st October next, from, say, tho
beginning of the next: finanecial year, a
Colonization Officer to the Galle District;

otherwise, T feel, the work will nol be

satisfactorily carried oub, because the
Assistant Government Agent will have
all kinds, of excuses to give; for instance,
that he iz unable to devole any time to
this work. The latest excuse that these
officers give is that they eannot go aboub
the couniry owing to lack of petrol; so
they delegate the Mudaliyar to do this
work. o I would therefore suggest to
the Minister to appoint a Land Officer
for the Galle Districh in order to buing
these lands into proper cultivation.

There are vavious other matters that
T should like to raise, but T shall take.
vour advice and bring them up under
the different Tleads. T hope the Hon.
Minister will :appreciate these criticisms.
Ag he himself is unable fo go into these
villages, it is our bounden duty to bring
these matters to his notice. 1 am not
blaming the Minister; but certainly the
scheme is not working properly in that
area.

*The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: With
regard to the question raised by the hon.
Member for Anuradhgpura (Mr. Free-
man), [ might say that I'was not aware
of the cases he referred to. 1 know the
policy that is adopted in that area; it
is this: every village has its chena reser-
vation, and they are expected to clear
a certain extent of chena land without
any permit or any licence. Thig year,
in addition fo that, we are trying to in-
duce people to clear as much chena land
as possible for growing food crops. In
fact it was not o case of prosecufing; we
were looking for people to come and
cultivale land.

T do ot know what the cases referred
to by the hon. Member are, but if he
cares to send me details of those eases,
T will be able to give him all the
information that is necessary with regard
Although it s our intention
and our desire to make people cultivate
more land it is quite possible that there
may be prosecutions against people who
utilize land reserved for other people; or
there may be other reasons for prosecu-
ting. My hon. Friend the Member for
Hambsntota (Mr. Rajapaksa) practically
guve one teason. There are a large
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number of prosecutions in Hambantota.
You heard him read out the figures. If
You analyse the cases that have been
instituted, wvou will find that in & large
number of them it ix-either an influential

. Person or a Headman who has sutilized
his own men iflicitly to ‘clear Jand
rogerved for the wvillager; the Headmun
prosecutes the villager in order to try to
geb his own men to clear the land.

In certain eases, prosecution becomes
Neeessary.  But at the sume time T can
assure the hon, Member, with regard to
the chens policy, that I am in entire
agresment with him as well as with the

Deb'ates.

hon, Momber “for Matale (Mr, Aluwi-

hare). T feel that it is our duty to try
and prevent people from starving, to save
humanity rather than conserve forests.
That is the poliey we adopt.

With regard to what the hon. Member
for Matale =aid, I can assure him that
1 have a greater approciation of kurakkan
than many other people in thig Island.
I feel that there are very few people in
this Tsland who consume more kurakkan
than myself. T should therefore be able

at least to appreciite the food value of

it. T can tell hon, Members that there
“are absolutely no prosecutions entered
against people who grow kuralkkan. ¥
realize that our endéavour should be to
%o in for more high-land grain cultivation
than paddy cullivation. Paddy lend is
limifed in extent, and we will not ha
able to obtain all the food we want i we
depend entirely on paddy. As far as
that matter is concerned, I am entirely
with my hon. TFriend, Therefore, 1
think, with his assistance we will he able
to secure befter and more sabistactory
results.

So far as what my lion. Triend the : the, :
nominal rent—it is only 2 per cent. of

Member for Hambantota (Mr. Raja-
paksa) said goes, in Hambantota an
“effort has been made to cultivate chenas,
and perhaps it has resulted in eertain
advantages being secured by the wealth-
ter clags of people.  Actually, when vou
~start a scheme and fry to push i
through, it so happens that the very
people whom you do not want to assist
get the benefit of it. T know my hon.
Friend takes g great deal of interest in
these matters; he keeps me and the
Land Commissioner informed about
them, and he himegel happens to be a
Member of my Cominitlee.

" them.

So with the co-operation of ' these

/ three Memibery I huve not the slightest!

doubt that we will' be able to evolve

something more satisfactory to all cone

cerned.,

I can assure my hon. Friend the
Member for Gall. (My, H, W. Amara-
suriya) thut the suggestions he hag made |
are most helpful, and they will he given
But there were one
which T would =

due consideration,
or two suggestions made
like to deal with now.

One, suggestion was that we should
give up collecting rent from eolonists.

1t is true that we give land to cultivators
under the food-production

sible quantity of food from those lands.
But the lands that have been given to
colonists are given under a different
systemn.  These lands were given in

some cases about 6, 8 or 10 years ago, !

In the first 8 years no rent is collected.
During that time the Goyernment in
most instances give money to these

people to bring the land inte cultivation,

The Government even build houses for

planted with citrus and ‘other Crops
which are now giving the colonists VEry
handsome  profits. ¥When handsome
profits arc obtained by these poople
from ceonomic crops, for us to say, be-

cduse of the present food-production fEei

“ drive *, that they should be exerapted

from the pavment of the rent due after

about 8 years is not justified.  In gome

cases these lands have been planted with

rubber, dinnamon, jak and other frecs.
The colonists have had an opportunity’

of establishing themselves, and a certain

the original value of the land—is charged,’

and in no case T think does the rent eome
to more than Re. 1. But at the same
time, if th ecrops do not yield & good
return, we grant the colonists an ex
emption from the payment of rent. T
teel that that poliev iy & fair one, and
if we try to deviate from that poliey our
eolonizaiom schemes are bound to suffer.

T remember some time go my hon.
Triend the Member for Batticalog (Mr,
Tambimuttu), with his usual shrewdness
and his interest in the villager, managed

to get the collection of the paddy tax

a Appropriation B, ;
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Some of the lands given under
the colonization schemes have been .

' drive Uailiee
We also give them seed and other assists o
ance, and we try to gel the ulmost pos- .
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[The Hon. Mr. Senanayake. |
S’u\pendbd in the Bafticaloa Distrief.
But now, even if he tries to collect the

- paddy tax from the villagers, he will not
- find any dli‘hLut’t) If after gpending
50 much money in establishing colonigts
i these qchemes some aturn is nob o be
, expeeted from them, £ do not think we
~ could go on with these colonization
schemes. But [ can assure my hon
. Friend that we do consider special cases
 and grant exemptions. Our Committee
‘1z yery generous n their recommedations
for exemptions, and I do not think thers
are many cases in which we have re-
‘fuged applications for exemption from
the tax.

Sir, with regard to the suggestion he
- has lnd.-db d‘iJOllT, the condition of the land
that hag been given to these colonisty, 1
rtigt admit that it is not the best land.
That is not my fault nor his. Un-
fortunately my predecessors, the officials,
Awere not so interested in the peasants and
therefore they were not given land when
land was swailable. In the same way,
 fortunately for my hon, Friend, his pre-
decesors were there to take the land that
was availble at that time. Bo my mis-
Afortune is that my predecessors were not
. of the same opinion as myself.
~ fortune is that his predecessors were able
to get the land. The result was that we

]
1
i
|

had to make the besl use of the land that

was available. The wealthier people had
their choice, and only what was left was
available for the peasant.  SBuch land was
not given for colonizafion at all; it was
glveu for village expansion, cvlthough it
~ig called LD]ODIZ&t]OTl -

T do not think any colonization scheme
will be successful i an econamic unit is
nob given to o person, and I do net con-
sider one acre to be an economic unit at
all. T would be very happy if I had the
support of my hon. Kriends to give these
unfortunate pponlr\ an economic unit by
acquiring the lands .that “iave been
obtained by some of our wealtheir pcople
 for cultivation, so that each individual

may have a block of land from which he

conld derive an income, Although that
.\ would be the policy that I would like
" 1o adopt, I feel that such o step iz nob
necessary for this reason. Our country
'has an area of 16,000,000 acres of which
only 3,600,000 or 4,000,000 . acres are
planted up. The rest of the cauntry is

State C-_ounc"jjz of C-eyloﬁ-'

o wtill araibible,
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and we could without,
depriving pﬁopie of their possessions give
the landless people land to the exteni‘
of four times the area that is planted
now. Then let there be compelition
bebwoeen the two parties,

With regard to the polley that Is
adopted, I can tell-the House that I feel
that the assislance which we are now
giving these -colonists is not sufficient.
1 do not blame anyone for it. I certainly
think that it is perhaps a lack of foresizhi
that hag brought aboul the present gtate
of affairs. In the propesal that I brought
before this House, provision was made
for giving money to these people for
different works which they carry out.
We expected the eulfivator who i given
dand to do many things, sometimes with-

8 months, and earn about Rs. 200 or
Rs. 300- It is not physieally possible for
him to do that, and the resulf is that he
cannob earn that money. Now if is my
determination—and I think it is a policy
that would be acceptable to this House

profiminary work but to do the work our-
selves and fo put him on the farm thab
is built,
T think gh-a,t statement of mine alsc -
questiong raised by my hon.
Friend the Member for Udugams (Mr.
Abeywickrama). The reason for nob
gpending the money is nob because of

" difficulties of supervision, bub because il

ig impogsible for the man himself to carn

all the money that we have provided for

him. T think matters have improved =
great deal now, because this year we have
not only spent the movey that was pro-
vided in the Budget but even obtained
supplementary voles for the purpose, and
now with the co-operation given by
Members I have no doubt we would

ohtain better results.

*Mp, 8. Vytilindam (Talawakele): I
wish 1o know from the Hon. Minisfer
what his policy would be in respect of
pricos fixed for locally-grown foodatuffs,
whether those prices would have any
bearing ori ‘the prices of imported food-
stuffs, and whether he wonld fix verv
low prices which would not encourage
cultivators to produce these foodstuffs.
If the Government had only encouraged
the eultivator by fixing a minimum gua-
ranteed price all these years, we would
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‘have had more foodstuffs gvailable. I
know, as a matter of fact, that imported
kuraklan is being sold at Rs. 15 a bushel.
1 wish to know hew prices are going to

be fixed by the Minister and his Depart-

ment.

*The Hon. Mp. ' Senanayake: T

would be rash it I gave an answer to
that question now. T hawve just been
chosen by the House to deal with food
problems, and I do not know yet whether
that choice would be accepted by His
Excellency the Governor. For a person
who hast not wel been established in his
new office to indicate the poliey would
be an act of rashness, which I do not
want to bo guilty of.

I ean, however; say this fo my hon.
Friend : iy one great desire is to sce
this eountry independent of other coun-

trice in the matter of foodstuffs. To
~that end I shall apply my energies.
Whether T shall sueceed, T do not know.
In the matter of fixing prices, that end
would, bv kept in view.

With regard {o the question asked by
the ‘hon. Member for Nuwara Eliya (Mr.
Abeygunasckere), about a planter's
application for land, T may explain that
I have not yet received that particular
application for 7,000 acres. There have
been & certain number of applications
made by plnters. The conditions on
which the lands will be given are that
the applicants should take all necessury
measures to protect the <oil and make
the land more fertile for the villagers
when the time comeg for the return of
the land to Government, to be allotted
to the willagers, No planter will be
given any land in areas where the
villagers themselves require land.

*Mr, Vytilingam: T do not wani the
Acting Teader of the House to give us
details of his policy as Food Minister,
I merely want to know whether the

Comrnissioner for Agricultural Markeding .

is prepared to buy locally-grown food-
stuffs, and if o ab what price.

*¥The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: The pur.
chase of foodstufls was in the hands of
another Minister. With regard to the
organization that is necessary for carry-
ing on this work, T have a meeting fixo
for 630 epM today. Perhaps thst

Diebates.

spersons s

Am‘)mpﬁaiiun Bill.
5. 1883

meeting might go on till 1 p.m. to-night,
T will see what can be done. I am just
trying fo think ol these matters. I can-
not give an answer now.

HBub-head 1 wie then passed withont
amendment.

Sub-head 2, Travelling, Rs. 2,500,
Amendment  moved [ Minister of

Agriculture and Lands] :

Increase provision from Ra. 2,700 to Rs. 4,800,
Under delails of sub-hiead, Make the following.
amendments ; :

Minigter and stall (Rs. 4,500) and Sub
Commitices of the Tixeculive = Committee :
(Re. 300) Ra. 4,800, :

Make the consequential amendments in (he
totals,

Amendment agreed to.
Sub-head 2, as amended, was passed.

Sub-heads 8 and 4 were passed with-

© oub amendment.

Head 60, as amended, was passed.
Head 61, Commissioner for Develop-
ment of Agricultural Marketing.

Sub-liead 1. Personal Hmoluments,
fise 109 3185,

My, H. W. Amarasuriya: The Ilouse
will remember that some time ago there

. was severe crificism of the accounts of

this -~ Department, by the Auditor-
General.  Unfortunately, this year we
haye not had an opportunity of examin-
ing the Auditor-Gencral’s lafest report,
and thercfore T would like to inquire
from the Minister whether he is satizfied
that this Depurtment is now hetter
organized and more business-like in its
transactions. '

*The H~n. Mr. Senanayake: With
regard to the accounting side of these
Departments, T depend entirely on the
Auditor-General to keep them up to
the mark, .

There ig hardly any officer who has
put in as much work and come to the
reseue of so many Departments and
the Commissioner {or
Deyelopment of Agriculttiral Marketing.
Whonever  there was any trouble,
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. whether in the matter of supplies of
Faodstulfs to local bodles, or finding food
, for labourers—for a.nythmﬁ and every-
ﬂu_n«—fhe services of the Marketbing
{,ommlssloner have b en utilized. In
- bhis respect, he "as given
satislaction. I do not know how on
earth he was able to do all this work.
In that vespeet, I feel quite satisfied with
the work hoe ha.r-; dong.

I, owing to the lurge volume of work
eonditions, he has lost o few rupees, or if

- 2 owould not blame him.
“that
should have failed to do the work for the
. sake of accuracy in aceounting.

T would rather

£

Mr. H. W. Amarasuriya: The Auditor-
Greneral has pa,%ed HOng YOIy severe
© strictures- :

*The Hon, Mr, Senanayake: May I
appeal to the hon, Member lo realize
- that at present we live in fimes which
¢ are difficult enovgh without our drageing
in the past? Tet us deal with the
problems of today and not hark back to

.\ two years ago. Let us concentrate on
" bhe diffienlt situation faecing us today.

Mpr. H., W. Amarasuriya: I am think-
. ing of the immediate past, not of two of
three vears ago. T want to know
avhether in the Hon. BMinister ig gatisfied
that tho « Dopartment iz being better-
managed and that they have introduced
"better business methods and svstems of
aceounts,

Another point: the Minister. of Agri-
culture and Lands sghould fix cconomie
prices for manioc and yams, ete. This

~ problem will arise very shortly. Most
\ of the arvcas that have cultivated these
. products will very shortly harvest the
produce, and the ])Hpartmpnf ghould
establish buying centres. It iz neces-
sary, thal prices <hould be fixed, and that
guaranteed prices should be given to the
cultivators. This is a very important
.\ matter, and unless the Minister addres-
 =es himself to this problem, there is
- hound to be {-mmdemb e dissatisfaction

in the country.
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he-has to undertake under emergency
the accounts could not be properly kept,

he did the work than that he

the erilicism of ‘the Auditor-General of .
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Then there is the question of the pre-
servation of food, an oqually important
matter. Who is going to be in charge
of this work—the Marketing bt:mmu-.a
sioner or the Department of Agriculture?
Whoever is in charee, should act quickly
and have hig orgdmzatlon ready to meet
the situation that is likcly to arise.

Mr. P. de S. Kularatne (Balapitiya) :

‘Thero is a shop in Chatham Htreet T

by this Department, known as . Ceylon
Produets 7. I would like to _dra,w the
attention of the Minister to the desira-
bility of keeping this shop open between
the hours of 1 p.M. and 2 p.m. Govern-
ment and mercantile employess  have
their lunch interval between these hours
and they would like to do their shoppmg

then.

*¥The Hon, Mr. Se.na.naya.ke The bhop
Act 1y against that. :

*Mr, Kularatne Tt it not possible to

make gome arrangeinent about 1£? The
shop is now closed between 1'and 2 p.u

*The Hon. M. aSena.nayake: I the.

Shop Aet did not apply to me, T shall be
very happy to adopt the hon. Member’s
suggestion. That is the trouble.

Mr. H. W. Amarasuniya: May I have

an answer to oy question from the
Minister?

#The Hon, Mr. Senanayake: I _though‘o
the answer was taken for eranted—that
all the advice siven by the hon Mem.‘oer

will receive due connideration. |

Mr. H. W. Amarasuriya: That sort of
flattery is not going to win me over! I
want the Hon. Minister to tell us
whether | guaranteed prices would be
paid, and if so, whether they would be
economic prices. The problein is an im-
portant one and is’likely to arise in an
acube form. We have more or less un-
dertaken to pay these people suarantesd
prices for their products, but so far no
aunounceinent: has been made by the
Hon. Minister shout hlg policy i in regard
to 1}10 matter

Tt being 5.30 pom.. progécdings on
business under considération were inter-
ruptcd under Imergency
Order 2 (4).

Standing .
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*The Hon, Mr. Senanayake : Before T
answar the question, may I have your
bermission, Sir, to move, that we Carty
on with'the Budget until 6 e.u, withouk
interruption ? ]

The Chairman: The Council will now

FEEUme,

The Council having resumed

MR, DEPUTI‘,;' SPEAKRR t00k the Chair.

*The Hon. Mr. D. 'S. Senanayake
(Acting Leader of the State Council) : T
move that Fmergency Standing Order
2 (4) be suspended ‘to cnable the
consideration of the Appropriation Bill,
1942-43 i Commiltes to be continned
beyond 5.80 ..

Question put accordingly, and agrecd
to. I : :

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: T move

that Council do go into Committee

further to econsider the
Bill, 1942-43 in detail,

In Commitiee

Appropriation

Mr. "Dupury Spmaker 'presided as
Chairman, :

*The Hon, Mr. D, §. Senanayake

(Minister of Agriculture & Lands) : With

Tegard o the point raised by the hon.
Member for Galle (Mr. H. W. Amara-

suriya); the reason why I gaid that I could.

not give an answer but that | ol

consider the matter was hocause it was »

not a question that could be easily settled
in this House in the way in which the
hon. Member thinls it could be settled.

Tho first and foremost point that we
have to bear in mind is that the food
that is grown in this scountry should he
made available to- the people here for
their econsumption. The ides of an
economic price can be gver-cmphasized.

When we speak of an economic price for

manioe  and other produce, let us
remember that that price has to be paid
by the poorer classes in bhis country.
The ‘price of rice today is 28 cents
a moasure, and if on top of that the
. Government go and say, * We will buy
manioe at' 5 cents or 8 cents a lb., ", we
shall be making it impossible for the
- unfortunate people to buy these articles
Aor their own consumption,
_ What wo have done was to say that
there was an economic price for tapioca.

~

At thai time the price was 1 cent per 1b.
We asked the people to grow tapides ;
and anyone who could not sell it could
get 1 cent a lb. for that tapioca. At the
same ftime, it is not my intention to keep
the price high artificiall ¥,
the scareity of fo 1, or perhaps hecause

of the economic vonditions, the price o

goes up, ag it has gone up today; in some
places the price is 3, 4, 5, and even 8
conts a 1b.  Leb the price go up, but T
do not wanb to put the price up, because

Appropriation Biil._ i
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But, owing to

the price of locally-grown food should be

maintamed af as low a
fo the people.

Price as possible

#Mr. Wanigasekera: With regard tol

the food campaign,  thousands and
thousands of acres are now planted with
sweet potato and manioe, 'Th__ere wiall
bel & yield in less than'a month’s time.
and thére will be a very large quantity
available—meore than can be consumed

by the people in those areas—and one of *

the complaints that the people have

made is that they might not be able to

sell their manioc and other produce at
even a cent a lb.

*The Hon, Mr; Senanayake: (iavein-

ment will buy it at 1 cent a 1b.

*Mr. Wanigasekera: Tf Government
will pay them a price of 4 or 5 cents a Ib.
it would be ressonable,

*The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: Why?
As it is, Government have guaranteed fo

- pay ab the rate of 1 cent a'lbs, even if it
- came to throwing the articls away.

*Mr. Wanigasekera: T do not say that
you should buy the produce at such
prices, but what I do say is that if the
Government buy manioe vou will have
to devise means by which vou can Ldep
it for a reasonable length of time, In
that case, you will have to have small

- mills to mill the manioe and then keep.

it in the .orm of floor. To do that
there must either be small hand-nmachines

distributed throughout the areas where

these articles of food are grown, or elge
you' will have to bear very heavy

exponditure in transporting the commo- "

dity to . centres whers #hers are
established mills. B .
Your Ingineers should be able to
produce some machino which would
enable the poople to convert the yam
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. ioto our. There are many tea and other
,factories in various localities; and if ¥ou
- set up a small machine for the purpose of
willifte yam, it would be most ugeful, I
- know a/ person vho resides in
Kandabodapattu and who is trying to
bring out some ma,chmery 5o that he may
bo sble to mill the manioc that is grown
in. & certain ares. You will have to have
some centres where this article can be
Jbrought and converted into flour.,
I wish to speak on another point. The
Ion. Minister is aware that, we import
sugar  to the extent of about
Rs. 14,000,000 into this ommtcrv There
are vast arcas, especially reas that get
~  under floods, v&hwh are not u:lmvate\d at
- present; and I think sugar cane can be
‘planted in these places. Government
ishould supply cuttings and see that sugar
cane is cultivated on an extensive secale.
- Down in Baddegama where my hon,

" Friend the Member for Udugama (Mr.

Abeywickrama) lives, sugar canc can be
cultivated on either side of the Nilwala-
ganga and in other areas. Next to rice,
sugar is the one commodity on which the
people of this country spend the largest
amount of money. We import sugar to
the extent of Rs, 14000000 a“muallv,
and if the cultivation of the sugar cane is

encoumged I think you will be encourag-

ing the people of ’rh;s country to produce
thoir own sugar.

Sir; if vou go to Mysore you will see
sugar plantations on an exfensive scale.
Tiailwavs have heen laid there, and
thousands and thousands of acres of land
have been under sugar-cane cnllivation.
The Govermment owns part of the culti-
vation. The Mysore (Government has
invested a great deal of monev in the
cultivation of the sugar cane. Planta-
tigns of that kind must be encotraged in
Ceylon, and T would bes of thoe Hon.
Minister to prepare a scheme fox the
purpose and pub it into effee”

*Mr. .ﬁbﬁyﬂickra.ma. With regard to
the question of the price of manice, T do
not think the urgency arises now. T was
afraid that at a certain stage we might
OVeT- pmdnoe manioe, and diffieulty Imghu
arise in disposing of the article.

. Now, in my area sz large number of
~acres have been planted up, and I find

that fraders go there and buy manioe -

and swaet potatoes at a price which the

State Council of Ceylon
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villagers never received before. They
receive 4 cents a lb, for manioe and o
cents. a b, for sweet potatoes. As far
as we are coneerned, the problem hag
been ' autornatically solved. T am nof
speaking of distribution to other places.
But my fear was that we might not be
able to sell the yam.

I do not think any fixing of prices is
necessary at this stage, because our
object was to give as much ag possible to
the cultivator. | M a price is fixed upon,
it might deprive the cultivator of a price
that might be remunerative to him,

Mr. G. R. Whitby (Nominated Mem-
ber): I should like to endorse the
remarks made by the hon. Member for
Weligama  (Mr. Wanigasekera) with
regard to the preservation of manice. I
think it is obyious fo anybody that
manijog can be produced anywhere. It is
equally obvious to anybody that if
arrangements are made for the proper
preservation of the erop,. enormous
quantities can be used instead eof being
thrown away.

The establishment of ecentral mills on
the lines of desicealing mills can be
carvied out at small expense, and I sug-
gesti to the Hon. Minister that that
should be undertaken. Tn cerain areas,
such as the North-Western Province,
thera are a large nuinher of desiceating
mills most of which are standing idle.
Everyone knows that manioe ecan be
preserved - almost  indefinitely in  a
desirable form. for food purposes if it is
properly dealt with by machinery. If
that is not done, T am convinced that
thousands of tons will have to be thrown
away,

#The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: Sir, with

. regard to that matter, we have issued

instructions, and even certain machines
are being bought. Two machines have
been  obtained by the Minister of
BEdaeation: and there is a person in the
Kaliitara District—he i8 a conductor on
an estate—who has produced a machine,
There is also a Pather at Gampaha who

has produced a machine, and we are
trying to get them.
*Mr. Abeywickrama: The machine

turned out in the Matugama: area cost
Rs. 35.
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#*The Hon. Mr. C. W. W, Kannangaya
(Minister of Education) : There are two
machines that have been produced in
. Iny area; one costs Rs. 50 or Rs. 60, and
the other, Rs. 6. :

*Mr. Abeywickrama: From whom can
we get these machines?

_ *The Hon, Mr. Kannangara: ’i‘héy can
be obtained “from the (Emergency)
Assistant Government Agents.

s
*The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: With
regard to the cultivation of sugar cane,
I should like to tell my hon. Friend that
when I went to the place with the Hon.
Member for Udugama (Mr, Abey-
wickrama), T yisited the loeality men-

tioned and we have decided to open up a -

nursery for the purpose’ of distributing
sugar-cane. The necessary instructions

ave been issued. But I must say that
1t is not possible just now to manufacture
refined sugar with the sugar cane
available. We can grow sugar cane only
for the purpose of manufacturing jaggery.

*Mr. Wanigasekera: Buying sugar is
expensive, and bringing in machinery
for manufacturing sugar will cost
millions of rupees.
the people to grow sugar cane and have
jaggery mads. :

_ *My. Rbeywickrama: TIs it true that
the Hon. Minister of Agriculture and
Lands went to an area in my constituency
where land was available and gave orders
to one of his Divisional Inspectors to
make-a start at once with one “or two
acres to serve as a sugar-cane nursery ?
The villagers know it; hut up to date
I have not even scen tHe Divisional
Inspector; there is no action taken yet.

Sub-head 1 was then passed, without
amendment. Rt

vSub-heads 2 te 15 were passed without
amendment, i

- Sub=head 16, Purchase of kuraklan, any,
maize, and other groins at the guaran-
teed price in order to slimaulate food
production and create reserves (token

wote) Re. 100. :

Debates.

But you can induce
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Amendment moved [Minister of Agri-
“culture and Lands] :

Alter the title of this sub-head to. read s
follows: —

* Purchase of kurskkan, amn, maize and
other graing and manioc, sweet polaloes and
other yamy at the
stimulate food prodyction and creste reserves
(token vote) ',

Amendment agreed to,
Sub-head 16, as amended, was passed,

Sub-head
arrendment,

17 was

New Sub-head 18, Establishment of a
Cold Storage Plant, Bs. 200,000.

Amendment moved [Minister of Agri-
culture and Lands]:

Insert the following new Sub-he'a,a:
: Re.

18, Establishment of & Cold Slorage
Plant

New Sub-head 18 was passed.

Head 61, as amended, was p:;:,sséd.

s
Head 62, Appeal Board.
(Land Settlement Ordinance.)

Sub-heads 1 and 2 were passed without
amendment. A

. Head 62 was p;L%SCd wilthout amend-
ment. it ;

Head 63, Land Commissioner,

SuwamJg‘l, Personal Hwmoluments, :
Rs, 96,693,

Amendment moved [ Minisler of Agri-
culture and Lands] : %

Under Detials of Sub-head : i
B Teem Parskroma Samudra Scheme
(Sluice No. 3).
Ra.
Delete * Assizstant Colonization Officer 7207
and subslitute ** Colonization Officer. # 1,800
Amend tho totals under Personal

Emoluments as follows ;:— - L
1940-41 194142 194243
Ra. Rz, Rs,
84,096 .:88,055 ..97,773

Amendment agreed to.

uaranieed price in order to «

passed  without

: e 200,000°
Malke consequentsl amendments in the tolals,
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Sub-head 1, as a:me-ndled, was passed.

Sub-head 2, Travelling, Rs. 3,738.

Amendment moved [Minisler of Agri-
culiure and Lands] :

Amend the totals as foll ®2:—

Amendment agreed to.
Sub-head 2, as a-mendcd was passed.

Sub- hed.db
arnendment.

to 11 were passed without

Head 63, as amended, was passed.

Head 63, Land Settlement Department.

Sub-heads I to 8 were passed without
amendment.

Head 64 was passed without amend-
ment, | ;

Head 65, Survey Department.

Sub-head I, Personal FEmoluments,
Rs. 1,895 804,

Amendment moved | Midister of Agri-

cnlture and Lands] :

LB

IInder Detaile of Sub-head,

Under item ** Superintendents of Surveys ™

inerease money provision for 1942.43 from

Re. 62,300 to Rs. 77,900, ;i d
Amend line 2 of footncte “ a ™

officer on Military duty .

fio read °° one

Amendment agreed to,
Sub Ileq,d 1, as amended, was passed.

%nh heads Dot 55
Eumendment.

were passed mthout

Sub-head 6, Field Labour, Bs. 300,000.

oulture and Lands] :

Increase from Rs.

Rs. 375,000,

provision 200,000 to

State Council of Ceylon

1940-41 194i-42  1942-43
B, Rs. Ra.
78 B 2623 3,808
{iii) Amend the total of Recurrent Expenditure.
ag follows :— :
1940-41 194142 194243
Ra. Ra. R
: 565,929, . 721,749 976,920
i {iv.) Amend the total of the Head ag followsi—
104041 194142 194243
Ha. Ra. Es.
565,929 .. 1.021,749 .. 1,286,920

s (3) Delete ** 2

Amendment moved [ Minister of Agri-

[Ang. 26, 1942

Amendment agreed fo.
Sub-head 6, as amended, was passed.

Sub-head ;,'. Transport of Government
Stores and Labour, Bs. 21,000.

Amendment moved [M;mstcr of Agri-
eulture and Lamls]

Increase from  Rg, 2L000 to
Ra. 214,000,
Make the congequential amendments in the

totals.

'pt’OV.\E-lO-I’!

Arn:].crld‘ment agreed to. -
Suh-head 7, as amended, was passed.

Bub-heads 8 to 15 were pfiased withouf
amendment,

Tlcad 65, as amended, was passed,

Head 66, Dapartment of Agriculture.

SQub-head' 1, Personal Emoluments,
Rs. 766,344,

Amendment moved [ Minister of Agri-
culture and Lands):

Under Details of Bub-head :— :

(i) In Columin ** Nunmbers 194243 " reduee
the number of Itesearch Assistants from b to 4,
and in tho last Column reduce maney provision
from Re, 16,102, to Iis. 15,402,

Amend foolnofe: ** & ¥ Lo read * One poeb

* deleted and a new post of Assigtant
Chemist ereated ™

Add " d 7 after the number ' 4 ' in Column
 Numbers 194243 againsl Research

Assisbants.

(ii.) Under
Herviees "'—
(&) Delets ** T elarks, G, €. C., Grade Gl
" Ra, 600—12 & 45—1,800 4 4.368 "7 and
substitute 7 clerks, daily paid at

Ra. 1.70 per diem Re. 4,344 7,

peans, Re, 9646 108—528
and substitute '—3 peons al s, 264702 ",

* Additional Siaff fors Hmergency

*Mr. Ebewlekrama I wish to draw
the attention of the Hon. Minister of

. Aoriculture to the meagre agsistance thatb

is given to people who are engaged in
food produchion. T have personally mens
tioned to hirm. the difficulty of o'bts.mmg

_ manurc for the coming geason. - 7

Acrording to the distribufion of the
various responsibilities under the Emer- -
gency  Scheme, though Government
AULILf'm are placed under the Minister of
Howe Affpirs, the supplying of marnure
“and agricaliural implements as well as
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materials is & duty assigned to the
Department of Agrieulture. And what
does the Department of Apriculture do?
We have vated large sumis of motey time
and again for that Deparfment. Normal-
Iy we should have thought that the
Department was very keen and would do
Its worle very earnestty in this matter.
- But unfortunately the officers of the

Agricnltural Departiment do not show:

even the enthusissm of a villager at this
time. 1 dam gorry to mention these

matters ere, hut all the sanne we have

to de our dutby,

In the matter of supplying manure for
the Yala cultivation, the Director indent-
ed for manure from wvarious firms, but
the manure was. not sufficient last year.
He had booked a cortsn number of tons:
cat Bs. 90, and later on_the price went up
to Rs. 120 and. still Iafer to Rs. 160.
Transport was so difficult that manure
was given to people only after the sowing
of seed paddy, and in those circumstances
the people had to do a very difficult job.

But I do not want the same thing to
ocewr in the Maha cultivation. It has
starfed now. You have about two
months’ time for isguing manutre.
bringing this matter to the notice of the
Minister of Agriculture go that s sufficient
quantity of manure might he deliverad
i time. There should not he the excuse
that although the manure is available in
India there is no transport available. 1f
260,000,000 1. of  rubber and nearly
260,000,000 Ib. of tea can be transported
across 7,000 miles of ocean. surely for a
sailing ship to go across Palk's Strait to

bring manure from Tndia to Cevlon, a

matier of 21 miles, is not so very diffi-
cult.  If it is & question of the incapacity
of the present staff, then the Communder
in Chief or the Military authorities should
wrange for trapsport. If we are to pro-
duce sufficient paddy and other food

crops, we must have manure; there was

& great shortage last year and as a result
the people were put to tremendous
diffieulty.

To-day the position is this: normally
4 cwt, of bone meal sells at Tis. 4 in the
“mnarkel. Today the price iz Hs. 19. and
it is not available even at that price: and
unless Government provides this manure,
it will be impossible for the culfivators
to eultivate their paddv-fields safisfac-
163——J. N. A 21043 (142)
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torily. They ‘can simply sow the sScd_ o
paddy ond obtain the same quantity of |
paddy for -their trouble. When they
have paid the reaping charges, they would
have nothing left for their benefit, But,

a8 the Ministe: is aware, if you apply |
manure you will sbtain a erop of af least |

one-third more than the crop that you
would get nomnally . w
But the trouble with the Minister of = |
Agriculture is that once he gays o thing
he will never change: he is adamant; we
cannot make him change his view. It

i8 not so with the other Ministers: we

van keep on repenting these matters,
But the answerd of the Minister of Agri-
culture are given insuch a way that we
cannot follow them up with other ques-
tions.

I hope this question will not end in the
sime  way. Manure is wanted, and
orders must be given to the Direstor of
Agriculture; and if he cannot do it the
Minister himself must have some organiz-
ation in Colombo to see that this manure
is speedily dispatehed. [ want the Min.
ister to tell us whether he could arrange
for the manure to be delivered in that
manner. '

*The *Hon. Mr. Senanayake: As o
matter of faet, the question of manure
has been receiving my attention for
some time. I realize the need forit and
the shortage there is, and it is my
endéavour to’ obtain as much mamire as
possible and try to distribute it. I wil)
do iy very best, -

*The Hon. Mr. G. E. de Silva (Minis-
ter of Health) : You might manufacture
compost manure.

*Mr. Wanigasekera: Another question
I would like to ask is with regard to bee:
keeping. Has the Minister taken any
steps to sce that bee-keeping is made
popular with the people of Ceylon? |
read in a book the other day that in .
Amerien during  the flowering  seazon
millions of hives are placed round about
the corn fislds and the hees fitting
from flower to flower earry the pollen
Irom one to the other. and the result. is
g  humper  corn. In  thig eountry,
although  we have an  Agricultural
Department, ‘nothing has been done to
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- [Mr. Wanigasekera.]

“seo that people fake sepiously to 'bee-
keeping. We may apply. manure to
‘have our crops incressed, but if every
agriculturist takes to bee-kecping, if we
have millions of beehiv: s in Ceylon, you
‘will see that our erop will be doubled.
That is also a form of manuring. That
hee flies from flower to flower fertilizing

‘bumper erop.

. *The Hon, Mr. Senanayake: Yes, Sir,
bee-keeping is encouraged.

~ ter may say that bee-keeping is
_encouraged, but what has he done all

these years in that direction? T would
like ‘to see the distribution of at least
- 10,000 beehives being made in the next

few months. The Minister iz taking up
~ food-production; and one of the things
I would request him to do is to encour-
age the people in bee-keeping. Other
countries are doing it. In America, as
T gaid, millions of heehives are given out.

ig that once a hive is get up and a queen
hee gata into it, every other hee goes to a
particular hive, though there may be
several milliong of them,

We have had a Department of
Agriculture for half s century, but
nothing has been done by way of
improving the present state of affairs.
Phat is why we are suffering today.

~ #Mpr, Aluwihare: The irouble has been

to isolate the queen bee!

My, Abeygunasekera: Bir, T wish to
bring one fact to the notice of the Minis-
‘ter  of Agriculture. We  have an
= Agricultural Instruetor. [ see him once
~ ip three months going along the Kandy-
Hanguranketa Road in a Baby Austin
car, but it is very seldom that he 1s seen
in' the villages. Once he .ttended a
megting that we held in regard to food
production. -
~ He seems to be deaf, and I think it is
high time that he was seut before a
AMedical Board. I am making this
complaint to the Minister so that the
officer may be tested. 1 the Hon.
Minister speaks to him and finds him
deaf, then he should take action. He iz
a worthless, useless Instructor,

State Council of Ceylon

the corn, and as a result vou get a

*My. Wanigasekera: The Hon. Minis-

My, Wadia.

The strange thing about these beehives:

[Aag, 26, 1M2

The Department itsell is a while
elephant, and the sooner it is serapped
the better for this country. I want to
know what the Director is, doing, He
has never come to Nuwara Bliya. Of
course, he may have come to Nuwara
Bliya for a change, with his wife and
children. Perhaps he is afraid to come
to Nuwarg Bliya, because ‘Nuwara Eliva
iz very, very cold, and he is an asthmatie
subject like myself. Anyway, as Direc-
tor of Agriculture he i seldom seen any-
where; he iz indoors. I do not know
whether he goes along with the Minister
of Health, but T want to know whether
he has attended any meetings anywhere,
in any district, and told the people what
to do. : '

I thinl® he must be ment away, like
1 now understand that Mr.
Wadia has been taken away by the Chief
Secretary from the Ministry of Home
Affairs. That is good news. That
action must have been taken after the
specch I made here on Friday last. Let
him ~ be promoted and sent as the
Governor of the Gold Coast! T do not
mind it- It is very good to learn that
Myr. Wadia has been removed from the
office of Fixeise Commiseioner.

The Chairman: We are now dealing
with the Agricultural vote.

*Mr. Abeygunasekera: Likewisc, I
want the How. Minister of Agricultore
and Lands, who iz & Friend of the
Director of Agriculture. cither to make
him workk or get him out of the
Department. :

*The Hon: My, Senanayake: I do not
know whether T need reply to those re-
marks. [ quite appreciate the value of
the hee and the advantage of a bee
sticking to one queen bee. As T realize
its importance, 1 will bear that sugges-
tion in mind.. -

#Mpr, Wanigasekera: With regard to
the suggestion wmade by, the #Hon.
Minister, of a bee sticking to one queen,

T &hould like to remind ‘him that in
aneient davs our kings ‘had several
queens.

*The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: I cannot.
alter Nature, Sir. -
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*The Hon. My, S, W. R, D. Baidara-
naike (Minister of Local Administra-
‘tion) : Yes ; that is the bee’s nature.

*Mr. Abeywickeama: T should like the
Minister of Agriculture and Fands to
explain why a retired Government Ser-
vant, in the person of Mr. .. I.. Hunter,
has heen given the very responsible posh
of Additional Director of Agriculture at
thig particular time when you want in
bhat office a very young, energetic and
educated officer who is able to miove
about the country. I understand that
- he iy a Burgher gentleman—I do nob
know whether ho is a Burgher or a
Tiuropean—and that he is not conversant
with the type of food taken by the masses
in this country. One day a letter was
gent. to' me atating that Mr. I. T,

Hunter had been appointed Additional

Direcor of Agriculure. A retired Gov-
. emment Servant who has no qualifica-
tion whatsoever for the job is appointed
Additional Director of Agriculture, and

above him there iz the Direetor, Mr. :

Fdmund Redrigo, who may be regarded
as o misfit in the Agricultural Depart-
ment. It is no wonder that the work
of this Department has been a failure
everywhere. ' S

I' find that the Director of Agriculture
has @one on leave and that a Mr.
Crawtord ig acting for him. Such action
reduces: the potential énergies of the
Department. . That is why the Agri-
cultural Department is not up to the
required standard. ‘1 should like: to
know what 'qualifications Mr. L. L.
Hunter has to be appointed Additional
Director of Agriculture. I should also
like to know whether he is doing that
work properly. I am not satisfied with
that .appoéintment.

*The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: T am
aware that. Mr. Hunter and the hon.
Member had a little disagreement
between themselves. But I think the
hon. Member is satisfied now.

Mr. Hunter has been appointed to
deal with Assistant Government Agents
(Bimergency) who are handling the
question of food. As far as I ‘am
concerned, I feel wery grateful to that
gentleman for coming to our assistance
from his retirement. At times people
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disagree, but whatever the disagreement
between the hon, Member and Mr. |
Hunter may be, they have one common
object, that is, both of them want to |
increase food producion in this country.
I have not the slichtest doubt that M.
Hunter is deing ery good work. -

' Amendment agreed fo.

Bub-head 1, as amended, wag then
passed. - !
Sub-head 2, Travelling, Rs. 109,000.
Amendment moved  [Minister of

Agriculiure and Lands] :.
Increase provigion by & sum of Rs. 4,400,

‘Amendment agreed to. :
Sub-head 2, as amended, was passed.

Sub-head 3, Slationery, Office firniture,
and Office requisites, Rs. 7.410.

Amendment  moved [ Minister

Agriculture and Lands] :

of

Increase provision by o sum of Bs. 70.
Amendment agreed to.
Sub-head 8, as amended, was passed.

Sub-head 4, Botanic Gardens,
Bs. 33,650. "

Amendment moved | Minister of
“Agriculture and Lands] :

: Incraase pravision by = sum of Rs. 60,
Amendment agreed to.
Sub-head 4, as -a.mended_, waa passed.
Sub-head 5, Maintenance of Agricultural
Schools, Rs. 153,922.

. Amendment, moved [Minister of
Agriculture and Lands] :
Increase provision by a sum of Rs. 800.
Amendmert agreed to.

Sub-head 5, as amended, was passed.
: s ]

" Sub-head 6, Agricultural Siations and

Experiments, Rs, 658,953.

Amendment moved [ Minister

.or‘
Agrieulture and Lands] : -

Increaso provision by a sum of Rs. 2,500.

Amendment agreegd to.
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- Bub-head 6, as amended, was passed.

Sub-head 7, Upkeep of Laboratories,
Libraries, Herbdrium, and Museum,
: Rs. 19,880.

; Amendment moved [ Minister of
- Agriculture and Lands’ :-
Increase provision by & sum of Rs, 115
Amendment agreed to.
Sub-head 7, as amended, was passed.
Sub-héads 8 and 9 were passed with-
out.amendment.

Sub-head 10, Propaganda Work and
= Grants-in-oid for Agriculivral
Shows, Rs. 17,000.

: Amendmerft moved [ Minister of.
Agriculture and Lands]

Tneresse provision by a sum of Rs. 150.

Amendment agreed to.

Bub-head 10, as fa,mended wa.s: passed.

Sub-head 11, Awards in Aqmwftuml
(*ompetﬁtaow Rs. 10,000,

[ Minister

Amendment moved of”
Agriculture and Lands]:

Tnerease provision by a sam of Rg. 100.

Amendment agreed to.

Sub- head
paissed.

11, as am ended

Sub-head 12, Dewlopmént of Awnimal
Husbandry, Rs. 567,485,

Amendment moved [Minister of

Agriculture and Lands] :
Increage provision by a sum of Rs. 3.400.
Amendment agreed tfo.

Sub-head
passed.

12, as

ami aded, was

Suh-h:ad 13, Issue of'PIanting-
Material, &c., Rs. 135,250,

Amendment moved [Minisler of
Agriculture and Lands] :

Tnerease provigion by o sum of Rs. 1,200.

Amendment agreed fo.

State Council of Ceylon

; triets.

Was
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Sub-head 13, as amended, was passed.

Sub-heads 14 to 16 were passed,
without amendment.
Sub-head 17, Cattle Branding,
Rs. 160,000,

My, Ilanga.ntllake. 1 should like to .
know from the Hon. Minizber a5 to when
cattle branding is likely to be introduced
in the Putbalam  and Kurunegala Dis-
This is a very urgent matter,

#The Hon. Mpe. Senanayake: May 1
have sn opportunity of looking into the
papers? T have taken steps in regard to
the districts that have been proclmmcd
It raay be that regulations have to he
Tramed. T do not know whether that
part of tha work is in the hands of the
Legal Becretary. I %]Jall lock into that
matler.

#*Mp, E. R. Tambininttu (Trincomalee-
Batticaloa) : Am T to’ bake it that the
idea of the Department is that any kind
of branding is good enough?: Mere
hranding w ;Lhou’s deseription is of no use.
The number of cattle thicves about the
country has visen so high that if catile
come into, say. Tamankaduwa they
are seized by people, and it is diffieult for
the owners to prove that the cattle belong
to them.

#The Hon, Mpr. Senanayake: With
regard to branding itself, T think the
Ordinance is being drawn.up. There i

optional branding which it is proposed.to
undertake in PEL(‘h district.

Bub-head 17 was then passed wl‘rh(}u‘r ;
amendment,

-

Sub-head 18, Imcidental Expenses,
Rs. 8,755.

Amendment  moved

[Minister of
Agrieulture of Lands] :

Increase provi..qion by & sum of Rs. 520,
Awmendment agreed tfo.
Sub-head 18, as a.m,ended, was passed.

Sub-heads 19 to 20 were pasﬂed with-
out amendment
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Sub-heud 21, Hsteblishment of Rubber
Budwood Multiplicalion Nurseries,
Es. 26,800.
Amendment  moved
Agriculture gnd Lands] : .
- Increage provision by a sum of Re. 150.

[ Minister of

Amendment agreed to.
Sub-head 21, as amended, was passed.
. Sub-head 22 was passed without
gmendment. :
Sub-head 23, Food production,

Rs. 2000,000.

Mr, H. W, Amarasuriya: This is a
very large vote, amounting as it does o
Rs. 2,000,000, 1 do not suggest that
food is mot necessary, but 1 should like
the Hon. Minister to give us an idea as
to how he proposes to spend thizs money.

A

*The Hon, Mr. Senanayake: With

regard to the expendilure ifself, I can
tell this to hon. Members, that although
the vote is large, I expect to spend more
this year. I want to supply manure, seed
naterial, and so on, to the cultivators and
also to assigt them in cultivation. All
that expenditure has to be met from this
vote,

Mr. H. W. Amarasuriya: Will the
Department  itgelf undertake  the
eultivation of food ?

*The Hon, Mr. Senanayake: Yes, fo

- thig extent. Where it becomes neces-

gary to maintain good seed, and so on,

the Department proposes to underbake
eultivation in the areas concerned.

Sub-head 28 was then passed withonut
amendment.

Sub-heads 24 to 26 were passed with-
out amendment.

Head 66, as amended, was passed.

Head 67; Fovest Department.'

Sub-head 1, Persongl emoluments,
Rs. 559,697.
Amendment  moved
Agrieulture and Londs] :
Uz_:u-iur Details of Sub-head :
Ttem : Forest Rangers.

{a) Increase monev provision for ' 1942-43
from Rs. 81,983 to THa. 83,788

[ Minister  of

i

Débategs.
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Amend footnole ™ ¢ to read ' Cadre
approved on recomimendations of the
Retrenchment Commission jg 35, pro:
vision has been made for 8 surplog
offiters who ave engaged on field work
connected with timber supply for war
purpeses .

(B Ineresse Ront Allowance
Rs. 32,06t to Re, 52.382.

from

*Mp. Abeywickrama: 1 want to raise
an lmporfani question on th.a voter
The Forest Department is illegally with-
holding—that s the only description I
congider  appropriate—certain land
urgently required for food production in
the CGalle Digtriet. In the village of
Batapola, you find un isclated block of .
67 acres which is not made available to
It is
aalled a forest reserve.

It is difficult to understand what is
meant by a forest reserve. You. do nof
find contiguous lands ag forest rescrves.
The Publiec Works Department road has
been in existence in that part of the
country for s number of years but yet
isolated blocks, which are not required as
catchment areas or for any ether purpose
are kept apart ag forest reserves.

What happened was that the Govern-
ment Agent and the Mudaliyar got
together in the olden days and decided
that these isolated blocks of land should

, bo set apart ag forest reserves, and the

Forest Department has taken over such
blocks. For instance, in Batapola you
find an isolated block of 67 acres set apart
ag a forest reserve. There is not even
much timber on that land, and it is of no
importance even from the poeint of view
of water-supply as there is no stream
running through it. When we apply for
that land for the purpose of inereasing the
food supply, we receive the stereotyped
reply from the Minister and the Depart-
ment that it iz a forest reserve and cannot

. be roleased.

The peopde in that area have not been
given -a single block of land to cultivate
food erops. I drew the attention of the
hon. Membbr for Balapitiva (Mpr. Kula-
ratne) to the matier. I am quite ae-
guainted with the-place beeause T have
to pass it frequently on the way to El-
pitiya. You find the Hollebedde reserve
in one place and these B7 acres, de-
nuded of large trees—it iz patana land—
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| Mr. Abeywickrama. |
But it is extremely duht 11lr

for the people to get a satisfactory reply
when they apply for these lands.

The Chairman: Has the hon. Member
many more points to v iske on the sub-
ject?

*Mr. Abeywickrama: Yes, Bir, but I
~ ghall finish in two minutes.

I want the Hon. Minisler to give an

assurance that when applicalion iz made
for certain lands, if on examination it is
found that those lands are classed as
. orest reserves for no obvious reason—
there ave ab least about 500 acres of such
isolated patches of land—he will reloase
such land at least to the people in my
area. We will not make such requests
if we know that those lands are reserved
for some valid reason.

*The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: I cannot
give any such assurance, for the simple
reason that T do not know what the lands
i the hon. Member refers to are. - The hon.

Debates.

- August 2.‘

[Aug. 26, 1949

Member knows that I have released to
people in his area some 3,000 or 4,000
geres of reserved Iand. 1f there is any

possibility of releasing further land to-

23

encourage the food-production ** drive ’,
T ghall certamly see that as much land
as poseible iz released. Buil if such an
assurance is demanded from tie merely
to pass this vote, T shall net give it.

Committee to report progress, and ask

leave to sif again.

resume. . .
° The Council having resumed—
Mgr. Drrury SPEARER took the Chair.

Committee
again.

reli)ori:-

ADJOURNMENT.
It betng 6 p.m., Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER

adjourned the Council without Question

pul, pursuant to Emergency Standing
Order 2 (3), wndil 10 a.m. on Thursday,
1942.

progress; to stk

¥

=t

The Chaiﬁnan: The Council will now * %
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