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STATE COUNCIL OF GEYLOW.

Thursday, November 5, 1942,

The Council met at 2 pan. Mr.
SrEAKER [THe Hon. S Warrrarixaay
Duoratswany| in the Chair,

NOTICES OF MOTIONS.
Mr. 8, Dharmaretnam (Batticaloa
*  South): T rise to give notice of the fol-
' lowing motions: ‘

(1) That in view of the urgent need
o speed up paddy eultivation in Cey-
lon and in view of the fact that the
Chiel Headmen are in most cases ex-
perienced men capable of rousing in-
tevest in the people, this Couneil re-
solves that no Chief Headmen should
be retived during the pendenecy of the
war  without “prior reference to the
Assigtant Government Agents (Emer-
gency) who have been charged with

' duty of inereasing cultivation of food
crops in Cevlon.

(2) That as Jaffna and Buattiealoa
are the two chief towns of the Tamil
' Provinees in Ceylon, thiz Couneil is of
“opinion that the second and the sub-
sequent interviews for the bHelection of
Divigional Rewvenue Officers be held
alternately in Jaffna and Batticaloa
and ag the last inferview was held in
daffna, the next interview should bo
held in Batticaloa.

(3) That as the ‘Baftticaloa Lagoon
runs from North to South and divides
the ares into {wo unequal portions
with the bulk of the paddy lands on
the western shore, and as com-
munication over the lagsoon involves
delay and hardehip, and as want of
suitable communication has greatly

. impeded the developrment of the areas
- on the western shore, this Couneil re-
solves that an additional Divisional
‘ Revenue Officer should be placed in
charge of the western shore of the
Fruvil  Porativa  and Manmunnai
South pattus during the pendency of
the war primarily to slimulate paddy
cultivation pending a redemarcation
of the areas of the Divisional Revenug
Officers of the Batticaloa District.

Mp, E. R. Tambimuttu (Trincomalee-
Batticaloa): T pive notice of the follow-
ing motion;

That this Council is of opinion that

fNeole.—An asterisk () against the name of a
Member indicates that his remarks have not been
revised by him]. _
4 J. N. A 22107 (2/43)

in view of the present inecrease in the
cost of labour and materials—
(@) The maintenance grant given to
Assisted Vernacular Schools
should be increased from 50
cents to Re. I per child for
the present financial vear:
(b) The dearness allowance based
o th, living index should
also be granted to orphan-
ages in addition to the pre-
gent nornal capitaton grant.

QUESTIONS.
(ORAL ANSWERS)
58/42.

Food Purchases in India: Report

on Investigations.

Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam (Point
Pedro) : Will the Hon. Minister of Agri-
culture and Lands plesse state whether
the report of the "Auditor-Gencral re-
garding his investigations into the Food
Purchases in Tndia for and on behalf of
the Ceylon Government has been re-
ceived ? :

(2} 1 so, when twill the report be
made available for consideration by the
Council in terms of the undertaking
given by the Minister of Labour, Tndus-
try and Commerce ?

The Hon, Mr. D. 8. Senanayake
(Minister of Agriculture & Lands):
I am informed that the report of the
Acting Auditor-General has been sub-
mitted to H. K. the Governor who has
directed the interdietion of the Trade
Commissioner, Bombay, and one other
officer,

(2) So long as proceedings are pend-
ing it would be premature to make a re-
port available to the State Couneil,

Mr. Dudley Senanayake (Dedigama) :
Are the proceedings not over yet?

The Hon. Mp. Senanayake; No. The
reporti has been submitted: and the
Commisgioner and another officer has
been interdicted.  Further proceedings
may have to be taken after the Attor-
ney-General hus been consulted.

Mr. H, W. Amarasuriya (Galle):
Were the officers interdicted prior to the
submission of the report or after it was
subimitted ?

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: The
officers were interdicted on receipt of the
report, ' : .

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE,

1942-43.

Pursuant to order, the Council re-

solved itself into a Committes of the
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whole House further to consider the fol-
lowing Bupplementary Kstimate pre-
sented ‘for approval. [November 3]:

(Communications® & Works.)
$(17) Department of Engineering
Production: Training of Machine

"~ Tool Operators.

- Head 181, Department of Enginecr-
g Production.

New Bub-head: Training of Machine
Tool Operators.

Amount : Rs. 875,000,

Nature | of Service:  Training of
Machine Tool Oporators and the estab-
lishment of a Workshop.

In Commitice :
Mr. Srraker presided as Chairman.

The Hon. Colonel J. L. Kotalawala
(Minister of Comunications & Works) :
I moved this Bupplementary Fstimate
last Tuesday, but for want of time con.
sideration of the Istimate was post-
ponied for today. 1 said then thag the
Observalions appended to the Bupple-
mentary Hstimate gave all the details of
the schome, bub hon. Members were not
satisfied ; thoy wanted [urther informa-
tion. As this scheme is an entirely new
venture, I would ask the indulgence of
the House to bear with me if I take
few minutes longer with this item than
T usually do take with Supplementary
Estimaties, in order fiv explain this mat-
ter.

This scheme has been subjected to
gome criticisui, and cerbain queries have
heen raised akout it in the Presg as well,
One is, whether this is & war-fiine mea-
sure; and the other, why, if it iz not go,
the Ministry of Communications and
Works should undertake ‘this taglk. The
question has been asked whether it is
not a matter for s Minister like the
Minister of Tabour, Industry and Com-
merce ag well ag the Minister of Hdu-
cationr. The question has alse been
asked whether this is a new department.
I shall start by saying that this depart-
ment ig new no doubt. It was included
in the Hslimates ag “‘Head 181, Depart-
ment of Enginering Production.”

| For the Observations of the Financial Secre-
tary, and the Report of the Board of Minisfers
see HANSARD of November 3, 1942,
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The object ol this Engineering Pro-
dizetion I)cpanment i to help the pre-
sent engineering industry by pooling re-
sonrces and finding ways and means of
tackling engineering problems that erop
up from time Lo time, ag we are daily
finding it difficult to uport new machi-
nery and even material. One of the
most difficult problems that crop up is
this, Tf the machines that we have al-
ready in Ceylon are to be put to the
fullest use, JrhE\ have to bhe worked for
24 hours in the day; but even if we have

the tmachines o: the material we may
not have lhe men to work 24-hour
shifts. Therefore this scheme is intend-

ed to provide workshops with the neces-
sary mien so that the machines can he
worked for 24 hours in the dav. .

As vou know, the schewe of training
that we have in Ceylon for what they
eall technicians is just like the mason’s
boy system where a boy helps the mason
in his work: in 2 or 3 years’ time the
boy becomes a mason himself, There
i3 no technical training given as such;
the hoy starts working,  ut the age of
14 or 15 vears, with a man on a lathe or
in a blacksmith’s shop, or as a mason
and later from pure
experience or at least having seen for
himsell how the work was done, the boy
himself takes up the particular trade to
which he had been apprenticed. That
has been the svstem adopted in the
pash, and it has resulted in only those
who are keen on such work becoming
techmicians; or i unfortunately a boy
becomes attached to a bad workman, he
hirmself turns ouf to be like hiz teacher.

Then, we also had a scheme under
whwh onh the sons of the worlmen were
talén into Government works hops, We
felt that if the son of a workman hap-
pened to dislike the particulur trade or °
disliked becoming a skilled operator, he
would always shirk his job and would

1wt turn out a success in the long run.

Under this scheme we propose to
select 200 boys and frain them, but ¢
the demand for technicians is so or@aut
the DBoard of Ministers felk uhut W
should inerease the number to 500 since
the waste in this particular trade is guch
that in a year about 600 even could be
absorbed.

T have devoted a special paragraph fo
recruifnent. Becruitment is to be made
from all over the Island and is fo be
corfifed o boys between the uges of 16




Nov. b, 1942]

and 18 with a certain standard of edu-
cation. | say that the standard should
be Btandard VI in English or SBinhalese,
or Tamil. The object.is to got a clasg of
boy who will be able to undergtand tie
work quickly and who will turn out te
be an efficient workman at the end of the
period. In the course of training it.is
also proposed to sive the boy a super-
ficial knowledge uf English go that he
will be able to understand a plant or a
Houre or the termns that are usually used
in this frade. .

It is also provided that all the hoys,
should be housed under one roof; that
is, that they should be made to live in
a camp, ted, clothed and disciplined, and
form & glerified Boys’ Brigade of the Ea-
sential - Berviees Labour Corps. The
purpose iz to see that these beys put in
the necessary number of lectures and
are in the workshop in time.
tia} that the wnrkshop gshould be in a
locality which is ountside the target areas.
There is a suitable place on the existing
site of Camp No. 3 of the Fssential
Bervices Liabour Corps, and it is felt that

we could sccommodate these boys there.

The question hag been raised why this
body should be called a corps and why
digeipline 1s required. Pewgonally, I
might say that that iz one of the mosi
important features of the whele scheme,
I have seen, within the last six months,
how diseipline hag improved, not only
the physique, but also the ocutlook of
those men who joined the Essential
Services Labour Corps.

The iraining is to be divided into two
sections, One is to be theoretical train.
ing to be given at the Technical College;
ar, it the number is too large, a techni-

eal officer will be detailed fo lecture to
the bova at the ecamp. The Director of
“Tingineering Produetion told me that if

~ these boys were to receive their training.

at -the Technical College, the College
‘will have to have large class-rooms and
different hours of sessions to give the
_very large number of boys coneerned
.'the, necessary training. Therefore it wis
thought that it would be much more

" convenient for the schoolmaster to gzo to

the ecamp rather than the whole camp
going to the school.

After the course of theoretical train-
ing ih mensuration and such other sub-
jects as have been mentioned in the Ob-

Debates.

It is esgen- -
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sorvations, the boy will be given a work-
shop training where he would actually be
allowed to handle the lathe and tools,
lLike a real workman; and when that
training is over, he will not only work
to earn hut will alse produce goods which
it iz impossible to obtain in the country,
stich as hammers, foot-rulers machine
iustlume'ntw, and so forth. It is very
difficult to obtain these articles at the
present time, and we find ghat there are
nearly 500 articles which can be easily
turned out by thiz workshop. Now, if
those articles are produced here, we can
easily stop importing them into Ceylon,

When the scheme is completed, or at
least when the experimental stage is
over, 1 visnalize that il iz going to be
with us for good, because, if we have a
couple of thouaanr}s of mechanics or
skilled workers, industries are likely to
gpring up automatically in Ceylon and
they will give the young lads an oppor-
tunity of earning their living, with an
earning capacity of Re. 1 to Rs. 3 per
day.

T think I have now (-‘Y}_ﬂ(.l]llé‘d fully
whatever has not been stated in the Ob-
servations, and [ trust the Housge will
pass this Supplementary Estimate.

Mr. P. de 8. Kularatne (Balapitiya) :
T should like to make one or two remarks
about this proposal of the Minister of
Communications aid Worls., Personally,
I should like to congratulate the Minis-
ter on this idea. This is an excellent
seheme, and I think it is a feature that
should have bheen introduced into our
sdizcationd] system long ago.

For one thing, I should like to connnent
on the Selection Board that is proposed.
1t seems to me that the Selection Board
should contain somebody who under-
stands Binhalese and Tamil. 1 do not
know whether the Director of Engineer-
ing Production understands Sinhalese or
Tamil; nor do | know the cther officer’s
knowledge of the two languages,

I am not quite sure whether 1 followed
the Minister’s remarks eorrectlyv. The
Ubservations appended to the Estimate
state that the training is to be given at
the Technical College. T thoucht T heard
him speak about making other arrange-
ments for the training. Whether that is
the intention or not, I do no tknow. But
the Technical College is prepared to give
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[Mr Kularatne. |
the necessary training, ag far as 1 know;
and if the Technical (,0119% s going to
agive the training, 1 feel Lhat the l’T‘HIClDd]
of the Tu,hmml College should also be
associated with this ‘301L.(,13|0n Board.

I also hope that, although Standard
VI is mentioned here ag the minimumn

standard reguired, prefercnce would he
oiven to boys who have passed the Junior
%chaol Oertificate or the Senior Hehool
Certificate Examination, because there
are a large number of hoys who have pass-
ed these examinationg in Sinhalese and
Tamil who are without crployment. = Tt
seems to me that they ought to be given
a chanee of joining this course of traii-
ing.  Of eourse, it is understood that the
mernn  selected  will have the other
qualificablons necessary.

T should like to have an assurance
from the Hon, Minister on the poing T
raised, whether the {raining is going to he
viven at the Technieal College or some-
where else.

The Hon. Colonel Kotalawala: Por-
haps it would help the House if T deal
with the different points as they are

raised, instead of waiting till the end to
reply to all the points.
As I mentioned in my opening remarks,
the object is to give all the technical edu-
cation that is required. at the Technical
College. DBut there may be a edse like
this : supposing we have to send 100 boys
ro the Technical College for a class, in-
stead of sending the 100 hoys to the Col-
lege, by frain or bus, for one year, we
“might get a teacher from the Technicul
College te go to the ecamp and give ins-
truction. That would be wvery much
simpler. Tt is for that purpose that [
said that as the College is now being en-
larged the question “whether the hoye
attend the Technical College, or the ten-
cher from the College should go to the
CAIP i under (11-.01:%1011 T am also told

that certain clazs-rooms will have to be
added to the Technical College 4o aceom-
modate these hoys. Provision has zot
been made in this Hstimate for such ex-
tensions. If extensions are required, T
am sure the Hon. Minister of Education
will come to this House for a vote for the
puUrpose.

The other question that was raizsed by
the hon. Member was that boys who have
passed the Junior School Certificate

State Council of Ceylon
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or Senior School Certificate should be
aiven the opportunity of joining ihs
corps. Acconling to four scheme, the
minimuin standard laid down is Standar]
VI. So if a boy is 5 B. A., we would
be only too pbaqed to have him, There-
fare 11 is not a question of taking mn
boys who have just passed Standard VI.
Standard V1, ig the minimum qualifica-
e (o1A

The third question that the hon. Mem-
ber raised was that the Prineipal of the
Technical College should be associated
with the Selection Beard. Actually for
selecting schoolboys we do not want
Bosrd composed of three important men,
such as the Principal of the Technical
College, the Director of Englneering Pro-
duction and the Corps ¢ onmmandant.
The application forms would be sent to
the Seleetion Board. 1t iz the represen-
tatives of these two officers on the Selec-

* tion Board whae would select the bovs.

Just as m the ecase of the F.B.L.C.
where there were about 10,000 appli-
gants, there will be about 5,000 appli-
ennts to join this Corps. In the eage of
this corps there would be reeruiting-
¢entres all over the Island. The applu-
ants will first have to fill in forms giving
their qualifications. The forms will
then have to be looked into and those
who have not passed Standard VI. will
Then, the hoys who
are not elvern permission by their parents
to join the corpz will have to go out.

Eventually, it would be the Helection
Board that would select the boys for the
corps. | did mot want to put the Prin-
cipal of the Technical College inlo the
Selection Board because it would be a
pirre waste of his time.

Dr. A/ P. de Zoysa (Colombo South) :
T would like to know from the Hon. Min-
ister whether this & training school for
mechanies, and whether this would be ¢

temporary or permanent training se hool

for boys of this age.

The Hon. Cclonel Kotalawala: As I
sald earlier, this ig purely an expetiment.
oo g temporary measure, but I hope that
it would be so QU((JL“-!‘%flll that somebody ™
would take it up and run it as a perma-
nent measure in the future if everything
worked well. When the TEssential
Services Lahour Corps was - started,
there was a great deal of discussion,
eriticism and fear. Now it has proved its
usefulness. In the same way, if the
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Boys’ Training Corps would produce
better technicians and give these boys a
better chance in life, 1 personally think
that it should be carried on permanently
under somnebody’s—it does not matter
whose—direetion.

Dr, de Zoysa: It appears to me that
this is & temporary measure or expariment
as wag admilted by the ITon. Minister.
The Minister wanls these young men to
work in the P. W. D. or in other depart-
ments after their having received this
initial training. DBut then he often com-
plaing that he has not the necessary
material, such as cement, iron and other
articles. He actually wants us fo believe
that these youths are to be employed in
the departments.

On the contrary, I feel that he is trying
to obtain & vote to help the Military, that
18, to provide them with some mechanics.
If that is so, he must plainly say so. [t
he says that the Military authoritios re-
quire 560 or 1,000 vouths to be traned
and handed over to them for serviee,
these vouths should be plainly lold that
they woulidl be wanted for that purpose,
and the money should be asked on thal
aceount. Here the Minister appears as if
he ig going to confer a blessing on the
country by fraiming 500 youths fo be
meehanics. Tf this is a measure to
seeure voung men for the Military, all
that he says is bluff.

If this is a proposal to establish an in.
dustrial school, the Minister of Lahour,
Tndustry and Clommerce ought to have
have taken it up. Tf this iz a Military
medsure, or if these youths are wanted
[ar the Military, we are ready to comsider
the question if it iz brought up and we
are told that it i1« for the Military. Why
should the taxpayers pay for a venture

or an experiment, as the Hon. Minister

sa¥s, to train people for whom vou are
rnot - sure of being able to find
ermiplovment?

' There is the question of the training

schools.  We drain many young men and
women. There are so many brained

people for whom there is no emplovment
that the question hag arisen of closing
down those schools. I these wvoung
men, after being trained, are used for
war purposcs, they must be told what
we are going to do with them after the
war. The Minister of Labour, Industry
and Commerce can say thafhe will heve

Debates.
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his factorics to absorb them. Bub the
Mintster of Communications and Works
merely wanls these people trained to
miake hammers and other Lools.

I would ask the Minister to be honest
to hirnself and say whether the iinmediate
deinand of* the country, at the moment,
is not the produection of food rather than
hammers and other tools.  If the imime-
diate need of the eountry is food, we
should {rain these young men to produce
food.  We should not only eall lor appli-
cations, but commandeer their services
and put them 4o work on the land whe-
ther they are willing or not. We ghould
have armies of these people. We should
have not only armies of men, but also
armies of women to produee food.

Tnstead of doing that, we are asked to
vole money¥ to train 500 young men as a
temporary measure and as an experiment. .
And where does this experiment Iead us?
You say that these boys will be at the
Technical College for three months and
at the workshop for another three months
and so on. Let those voung men know
that they are being trained for a purpose
and that we are not going to offer them
employment. Otherwise these young
men hetween the ages of 16 and 18,
thinking that they will be givea perma-
nent employment under Governmoent,
will readily join thig corps. [n the end,
atter a vear or two—when the war is
vyer—they will be thrown out of work.
I would ask the Hon. Minister to ascor.
fain from the authorities at the Labour
Fxehange how many mechanics People
who know this type of work, there are
without  employment. The « Labour
Bxchange has registered these people.

We ouight to exarmine this scheme more
carefully. 1If it ig an experiment, it is
an experiment which is going to cost the
country over Rs. 300.000. Thig mnoney
can be given t. the Minister of Aoricul-
(ure and Lands for food-produetion work.
It the Minister of Communications and
Works wantg to train these ¥oung men,
he can train them to produce food. Then
he will ba doing something which is i
mediately needed by the country. Per-
haps such a measure, if it is taken on a
large seale, will st least give the Hon.
Leader of the House hix verv-mueh-
needed rest and make him remain in this
country and not go to India and other
places begging for rice—the last thing, T
thinkjahw would like 4o do. .
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[Dr. de Zoysa. |

I would therefore ask hon, Members
not to rush through this scheme bul, to
consider it carefully. If the question is
one of r:zst,ibl]shmg a tgainine school for
young mechanics, then it could be left in
tha hands of the Minister of Liabour, 1n-
dustry and Commerce because he is in
charge of these schools. There is already
a Technical College, and there are several
industrial schools all over the Island.
Those indusirial scheols can divide this
work, and at the least expense train these
500 young men if necessary. Tb would
be more economical to have these young
men trained in the industrial scheols.

The industrial schools are already
doing this work and they can more effi-
ciently train these young men,

It would be a great hardship to the
young men if, after a vear’s training, and
perhaps after two yeurs’ work in a tem-
porary capacity, turning out haminers
and ather tools, they find that they are
out of work. The so-called tools that
thow are expected to make will be crude
and made with difficulty, and will not
be in demand after the war, because then
well-finished tools will be available from
other countries which can produce better
and cheaper articles.

If thai is to be the result, why should
we spend over Rs. 300,000 on a tempo-
rary measure like this when people arc
starving. when the docial services arc
neglected, when there are so many other
needs to be met—merely to satisfy the
wishes of a Minister who likes to see a
laree number of uniformed young men,
500 of them. All that may be very
pleagant, but think of the expense.

I hope hon. Members will opposc this
vote,

The Hon. Colonel Kotalawala: The
hon. Member wants to know whether,
when these 500 young mwen have been
trained, we are going to provide them
with ]oba 1f the hon. Member had
read the the Observations, it wonld have
aaved his time and ours. He would have
seen what the objeel of the scheme is.
To-day many workshops in the ecountry—

Government and private—are taking in

mechanics, and the
isa a dearth of

all the available
result is that - there
mechanies in Ceylon.

The hon. Member stated that a num-
ber of mechanics were without employ-
ment. 1If that is so, why does he not
run a workshop himself? DB swonld obe

State Council of Ceylon
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profitable to do o, and he could provide
these unernployed mechanics with work.
Today the workshops of the Island are

clamouring for trained workers, The
Ceylon Engineers are recruiting raw

hands and training them. Any man who
hag 1 knowledge of operating a lathe can
earn Bs. 3 a day. Great difficulty is ex-
perienced in supplying men for the
workshops run by Messrs. Walker, Sons
and Co., Messrs, Brown and Co.. the
Railway workshops, efe.

Newly-manufuctured articles are not
heing imporfed into Ceylon in gufficient
quantibies. Old machinery, ete., already
in Ceylon has to be repaired and kept in
use. If a wmotor car goes out of order,
it is not thrown away but sent to a work-
shop and repaired and kept in use,
because we cannobt import new ears.
Birnilarly, tools and other implements
have to be repaired and wmade use of.
The Engineering Production Board has
been set up to deeide what work is
important and should be given prefer-
ence. The machinery, ete., already in
Ceylon have to be worked overlime, if
we are to cope with the work that has te
be done.

These boys, when they have heen
trained, will be available, not merely for
work in Governmment chtorleﬁ, we shall
give them certificates on completion. of
their training, and they can obtain eni-
ploviment in non-Covernment factories.
In the course of training, some of them
mighi be sent fo a factory or workshop
to do shitts, as soon as they are capable
of doing so. If a lad of 18, after, say,
thres months’ iraining is found capable
of handling a lathe, he wonld be drafted
either to a Government factory or to
another factory where he might prefer
to work as a skilled workman. = If he does.
not secure a job immediately, he will
receive a cerfificate which would cuable
him later on to obtain cmployment
elewhere. '

At the end of the war,
be without jobs, il was stated. That is
w fullgey, because the same thing can be
said of any scheme of education or train-"
ing. The more we educate the people,
the more diffienlt it would be to obtain
jobs for them !

Here iz an opportunity to train men
whe wish to take up a technical career.
to work as technicians. They will get
a good srounding in the work, and be
diven :ertlﬁcqtga with the help ‘of which

those men will



Nov. 5, 19427

they can obtain jobs in an ¥ factory, on
wages of between Rs, 1.50 and Bs. 3 a
diy.

We do not want to prevent these yourng
men from joining the Army or any firm
or workshop, if they want to. We are
now brying to find men who can do the
work.

The hon. Member perhaps does not
vealize that the Tssential Services
Labour Corps, which was started with 500
men, has now gone up to more than
3,000—1.500 in Trincomalee and 1,800 in
Colombo. The Corps has already
trained some 10,000 men. The recruits
to this Corps are made physically fit;
they are taught to look atter thermselyves.
and when they become efficient they
obtain  employment clsewhere.  The
recruits to the Army Labour Battalion
were, to the extent of about 60 per cent.

frorn the B. 8 L. €. These men
obtain. & good grounding in the
F. L. 8. €., and are able {o obtain a

higher rate of pay and better conditions

when  they join  the Army. The
H. 8. .. €. hag therclore acted as a

training school, not merely for recruits
to the Avmy but also for men who seek
_work in other spheres.

I wish hon. Members will attend the

function fixed for 21st November when .

the Mhmister of Labour, Industry and
Commerce will open the industrial

~ workshop of the BE. 8. L. €., where 21
new industries have been started.

The men are taught certain industries
When the¢ are in the ecamp and are not
required for any essential work, they
reccive training in  industries, They
will leave off and come out to do some
essential work in the eveat of there being
an air-raid. vy

By the time these men complete their
training in a particular industry, they
will be in a position to earn their living
in that particular industry. They arc
taught  cloth-weaving, mat-weaving

- potiery, bread-making, which are among

‘the 20 industries. being taught. The
. men can learn any one of these industries
and they are awarded efficiency badges
when they attain a certain standard, they
also receive certificates of ecfficlancy.
They should be able to find jobs easily.

I hope hon. Members will make it 1
point to attend the function I referred
to and see for themselves this particular
branch of the activities of the E 8.1.C.
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Mr. G. A. H., Wille (Nominated
Membey) ;: Sir, the Istimate included in
this motion is, as the House will under-
stand, nol complete, because, on hehalt
of the Minister of Education, a vote will
be brought forward for nearly Ra. 50,000
for supplying the Technical College side
of the scheme. ¥ven so, 1 +hink the
House should support the seheme, be-
cause, although it may seem to be bused
on sanguite hopes, if the promise of the
scheme is not belied, it will be of areat
benefit to the lsland. :

The hon. Member for Colombo South
(Pr. de Zoysa) thought that there would
be ne openings after the war for these
boys who would be trained. 1 do not see
why he should be so pessimistic. A
workshop iz to be established, and the
indnstries that we intend to promote
are going to be furthered by the exist-
ence of the workshep. I think there
will be plenty of room for the workshop
to be a groal source of suppliex to the
Island on the engineering side

I wish to make one suggestion. The
boys are to receive their foundation
training, so far as technical knowledge
of their work goes, in the Technical Cos.
lege. 8o that it is essential that fhe
Principal of the Technical College should
play an equal part with the Director of
Engineering Production and the Camp
Commandant in the matter of selecting
the eandidates and of maintaining dis.
cipline. For the first three months of
the one year’s complete training, the
candidates will all be working in the
Technical College for the greater part of
the day, and it is veory essential. con-
sidering the age and the educational
standard of these boys, that there
should be very strict discipline, and T do
not think the hands of the Principal of
the Technical College shonld be weak-
ened in any wey by his not being given
an equal place with the other two
authorities, that is, the officer in charge
of the camp and the officer in charge of
the worlshop.

The age limits have been fixed het-
ween 16 and 18. T do not think that
the age limits should be rigidiy observed.
Tt is quite possible that there may be
promiging young men who are out of em-
ployment, who may be just over 18 or
even 19. T do not see why they should
not come in.  In fact, some of these boys,
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although they may he 18 years old may
not have passed Standard V1., so that
sottie relaxation should be mnade in that
respect. [

. Mr. H. W. Amarasuriya (Galle): 1
have no Goubt that this scheme will be
popular.  There are a very large num-
ber of young men about this age who
have been let loose in this country, and
they will probably find their way into
Maharagama, where they will be accom-
modated in camps and given frec meals,
and he subjected to diseipline. For these
reasons, thiz will be a welecome meagure
‘ —from a statesman’s point of view. It
would be comforting to one’s peaecc of
mind to know that these young men
will not turn unruly and give trouble,
especially ay the present time, when we
are goine through a terrible war.

There is another aspect of this ques-
tion. This proposal is brought up on
the azsumption that there is a great
dearth of mechanics and skilled work-
men. | do not know whether that is
really borne out by facts. There are a
very large number of skilled workmen
throughout the country who can easily
be ahsorbed into useful work, and if the
Department of Fngineering Produection
hag been in any way handicapped for
want of workmen, T think the services
of the rmen T have referred to can easily
he requisitioned. We have not yet been
told that any special effort has been
made to obtain the gervices of these
men for the Department of Engineer-
ing Production.

We have been provided with very
meagre information about this new.
emergency Department of Engineering
Production. I expected the Minister of
Communications and Works to give usz
an account of the activitics of this De-
partment and justify this new venture.

The proposal is to select 500 young
men between the ageg of 16 and 18 and
give them a training for one year. Any-
body who has any knowledge of the
training of a mechani¢ or worker in the
engineering industry will know that in
a year ib would be very difficult to turn
out anything like a lathe or skilled
worker for a Department like the De-
partment of Engineering Production.

State Council of Ceylon
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Thiz will be an appreaticesiip- course,
and these boys will certainly be useful
in helping other skilled workmen. But
[ do not think the Minister can cxpech
them to turn out to be efficient workers
after just a year's training, MTo turn
out an efficient lathe-man whose work
would be of any vulue, it would take
about four to five 'years. That iz my
fear with regard to the scheme of train-
ing proposed.

It would appear from the Observi-
tions that the syllabus of the training at
the Teehnieal College is to be drawn up
by the Director of Engincering Produc-
tion, in eonsultation with the Prineipal
of the Technical College. T see no rea-
son why ib should not be the other way
about. Any scheme of training fo be
given at the Technical College should
be drawn up by the Prineipal of the
Technical College in consultation with
the Hend of the Department eoncerned
1 do not know why the Head of the De-
partment of Engineering Production
should come inty the Teehnical Colleoe.
and train these people in accordance
with hizs own syllabus. I thinlk the {rain-
ing should fit in with the scheme of work
at the Technical College. There should
be no conflict whatever between the
guthoritics of the Technical College and
the Head of the Department of Fnogi-
neering Production. s

T believe that even at the Technical
College there arc a very large number of
young, men who are alveady recelving
training, more or less, exactly on (he
satne dines, beeause, evening elasses are
being conducted for this purpose and
those classes are very popular. There-
fore T hope there will be no conflict of
interest between the traming by the De-
partment of Engineering Production and
the Technieal College in regard to this
matter. If there is such a clash, it would ™
be very unfortunate and the training of
the ‘young men would undoubtedly
suffer.

Then, there is also the military aspect
of this problem, I do not think the Hon.
Minister will deny the faet that he is
anxioug to roilitarize the people by drill-
ing them and giving them uniforms to
wear. The Commander in Chief will be
invited to inspect these voung men whe
have been produced by the Hon
Minister.
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I visualize the time when we shall have
- g similar veport and enlist a band of youny
girls too. Special guarters will have 10
be provided at Maharagama: and the
. whole of that area might have to bo re-
 quisitioned lor the extension of this
Depdrtment. '
Ultimately we shall have an army of
100,000 men, and worien, becanse as
time goes on the numbers will be inereas-
ed; the original number of 500 men has
now inereassd io over 8,000, The
scheme will become very popular and it
will absorb ‘most of the people who may
‘come forward. If nore men are forth-
eoming, they swill all+be taken on. and
ultimately we shall probably have an
army under the command of the Hon.
Minister of Comamunications und Works.
He will be at the head of the men, bovs
sad girls, and. when it comeg to our turn
to fight, they will march forward, | hope,
with the Colenel at the head. T wish the
Colonel the best of luck. T only hope that
the training which these youna people
will be given will be & good one and that
every step will'be talen by the ITon. Min.
‘ister to make the best use of the Tech-
nical College; then there would be no
© conflict between the Technical College
authorities and the Department of
Fngineering Production,

Dr. de Zoysa: May T know from the
Flon., Minister whether it is an essential
parh of this training to have uniforms,
including headgear, sandalz. and so on,
on  which he proposes to spend
Rs. 20,0002 There are many training
schools in the Tsland, and there have been
training schools in the past. We have
trained very able people, without giving
themn uniforms, sandals, headoear, and
g0 on. I understand that a soldier is not
5 soldier beeanse of his uniforn but is
actually one beeause of his lmowledge of
military affairs.

The ITon, Minislter should not spend
this sum of Rs. 20,000 on uniforms. 1le
can provide these young men with sa-
rongs, banians, and so on. If he wants
to supply them with shorty while thew
are at work, it would be a different thing,

but why does he want all these headgear.

and gandals? We want the Hon, Minis-
ter to be frank with us. Does be wani
to have a unit of military men: if so. then
wo know what we are spending for:
otherwise, T should like to know why ull
thig equipment—headgear, sandals, and
so on—is needed.
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The Hon, Mpr. €. W, Kannangara
(Minister of Education): Sir, 1 want to
speal o few words on this matter. When
this schere was brought up, T anticipated
that it would to rome extent conflict with
the work entrusted to the Priacipal of
the Technical College. The Engineer in
charge of this Department—Mr. Freer—
was asked fo discuss the scheme with il e
Prineipal of the Technical College and to
put it vp to us. I have the scheme in
my hands; and appended to it there is u
proposal to come to this Council for a
vote of Hs, 49,900 for what is required
to implement that portion of the work
that will be entrusted to the Technical
College.  That vote hag been passed by
the Hxceutive Committes, and T think it
has alrendy been sent up to the Treasury.
Bo that if thig scheme is accepted, the
vole I referred to will come up for con-
sideration by this.IIouse.

Now, ['gave my assent to this seheme
on the definite understanding that the
recommendation eontained in the report
that was made byt Mr. Freer, who is the
Enginer in charge, after consultalion with
the Principal of the Technical College,
would be one of the cssential features of
the scheme. What I find is that where
it had been suggested that that the Prin-
cipal should be entrusted with certain
definite. duties the suggestion has been
dropped. 1 should like to know why the
suggestion cannot be adopted. I can
read out the few such ommisionbs.

For matance, the Prineipal of the Tech-
nical College was to be equally respon-
sible for the preliminary technical train-
ing under an approved programme. That
sugeestion has not been embodied in the
scheme. Again, i regard to recruif-
meni and selection, a Selection Board
composed of the Director of Enginecring
Production, the Principal Technical Col-
lege, and Corps Commandant, was to in-
terview and seleet the boys. Tn the case
of that-suggestion the Principal has been
left out. Yot again, with regard to train-
ing and discipline, the Prineipal wus to be
fully' responsible for maintaining disei-
pline and control during the period the
boys were under his control; he wasg also
to be responsible for the technical train-
ing. That suggestion too has been dropp-
ed. Onee again with regard to technical
training the hovg were to be zent to the
Technieal College at the times specified
in the fime-table. That suggestion has
beenomitted. Some of the main features
bhave been deleted with a view (o really
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taking off some of the main responsibili-
tieg that have been placed on the Prineci-
pal of the Technical College.

Mr. R. C. Kannangara (Morawaka) :
That is very good.

The Hon. Me, Kannangara: Sir, an
Hon. Member says that it is very good
—[Interruptlion]—and that the Principal
iz not popular. That ig what the homn.
Member for Morawaka states. It looks
to mie us if thig is another attempt—IT did
not wani fo say it, but I do so because
of the words that have escaped from the
hon. Member—to take away what is due
‘to the Principal of the Technieal College
from his hands.

If that is so—1 am sorry to say it—
although I gave my assent to this scheme
earlier, I cannol do so now. If the R~
gestions I referred to ure going to be

embodied in the Observationg of the Hon.

Minister of Communicationg. and Works
and the scheme is going to be carried out
in the spirit and in the letter of the report
submitted by the Director of Enginer-
ing Production, Mr. H. W. Freer, and
the Principal of the Technical College,
then 1 will give my assent to ib. The
suggestions that I read out are in that
report. Tt all that is. going to he em-
bodied in the scheme and ne variations
. are going to be made, T am prepared to
give my assent to and wvobe for the
scheme.

But, from the remarks of the Hon.
Minister himself it would appesr that he
contemplates a bime when perhaps it
might be necessary o set up another in-
stitute in Maharagama instead of sending
the boys to the Technical College. That
being so, I must definitely state that [
gave my assent on the understanding
that, where the theoretical part of the
training was concerned, the Principal of
the Technical College wounld be respon-
sible for it. T hope the Hon. Minisler
will agree to that and to the original
report; then there would be ne trouble.

Mpr. Wille: There may be some excuse
for the Hon. Minister's misgiving, but 1
do not see how the Hon. Minister of Com-
munications and Works can get over
what is here. In the Observations, it is
stated that the course of training will ex-
tend to a mixirnum period of one year,
three months of which will be spent in
the Technical College-
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Mr. R. C. Kannangara: Sir, | cannot
understand the Hon. Minister of Educa-
tion taking a stray remark of mipe and
drawing the inference that there seemed
to be an altempt made to undermine the
Technicul College. We all know what
the Technical College has done for this
country in the past, and we all know
what. the Technical College is doing fo-
the Island just now. However much the
Hon. Minister and the Ministry of Educa-’
tion may think that the Principal of the
Technical College is doing his best for
the College, I for one—and there are
tnany others in this country who are of
that opinion—disagree with them.

With regard to the scheme, T do not
think anybody on earth can please the
hon. Member for Colombo South (Dr. de
Zoysa). He has no ** practical bunp
in his head. He is too philosophic.
He said, *“ What is the use of tools?
Put all these voung men into agricul-
ture ’.  Well, if he has done or seen any-
thing of agriculture himself, he will un-
derstand that the first requirenients for
agriculture ave tools. It is a mamoty
or an alavangoe that is required for do-
ing agricultural work. What this coun-
try requires is a good deal of discipline,
and I realize that through the scheme a
large nurnber of youths could be trained
and disciplined to fake up certain jobs
in this country.

The hon.  Member for Galle (Mr.®
H. W Amarasuriva) said, ** What is the
use of physical dyill; why should these
boys be drilled and trained ?

Mr. H. W. Amarasuriya: | never
gaid that.

Mr. R. C. Kannangara ; Then the hon.
Member agrees with me. 1 am glad to
hear that.

But the hon. Member for Colombo
South (Dr. de Zoysa) cannot see any-
thing good emanating from the Board
of Minigters. T hope hon. Members
will not listerv to him, because the prac-
tical side of a question is heyond! him.

What T want to tell the Hon. Minis-
ter of Communications and Works
is that in gelecting these voung men, he
should be fair by all the Provinces of
the Tsland. T hope the scheme would
not be made applicable to those in
Colombo enly. Something must be done
fatnceash Province, because there are
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young men in the other Provinces who
have the nceessary educational qualifica-
tions and who are eager to seek some
kind of employment in any part of the

country. Therefore Lhe selection should
b made on a percentuge basis from each
electorate or from each Province or dis-
trict.  That is what I wish to emphasize.

Whatever the Hon. Minister of Fdu-
cablon may think, whethet we are going
1o have his vote and his support or not,
this scheme should have nothing to do
with the Principal of the Teehnical
College. T have hiad no previous discus.
sion with the Hon. Minister of Commu-
nications and Works or any ether Hon.
Minister about i, but I feel, that we
have a grievance against the Technical
College and the Minister of Xiducation,
that they are not trying to put things
into qeder with IPff‘lr‘l to the College; as
long as the Hon, Minister of Bducation
persists in that attitude, we are not going
to support the Technical College, I do
not care whatl other hon. Members think,
but I am not going to support the Tech-
* nieal College because it has not done any-
thing for the people of this country. AQ
long as the present Principal is there 1
do not think that anything useful can be
done. Tf the hon. Minister does not
want to give his gsupport to this scheme,
annd does not want to allow any of the
maslers whom the Ton . Minister of
Communications and Works has in view
to Tecture to these students. he will have
o go outside the Technical College and
find suitable men for the purpose.

*Mr, G. G. Ponnambalam (Point
Pedro) : T would move, Mr. Chairman,
a reduction of Rs. 20,000 in the vote
proposed. T arrive at the figure of
Rs. 20,000 not by any ecalculation of
. mine but ex favie of the Observations
" appended to the Supplementary REsti-
mate. Tt would appear that a sum of
Rs. 20,000 15 to be allocated for uni-
forms; headgear and sandals.

Now, I do not think that most of us
can  subseribe to the view that these
young men, when tihey are to be indus-
trially or technically trained, must be
clothed in a particular uniform and that
its aesthetic appeal will fipally decide
the efficiency of the production turned
out. I think this country and several
other parts of the world—[ Interruntion].
Is there a quarrel going on? Shall 1T
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wait? As T wag saying, I think several
parts of the world have felt the baneful
effect of the regimentation of the youth.

The hon. Minister of Communications
and Works seems to have a particular
kind of penchant for placing people in
uniform and mounting them on guard.
Whatever use the Hssential Services
Labour Corps may be put to in this coun-
try at a time of emergency, I do not
think their value is going to be the least
bit enhanced by the fact of thelr uni-
form. In point of fact, we are going to
turn out @ good many middle-class
and lower middle-class young men who
will have peculiar notiong about them-
selves, and unlesg this country is pre-
pared to face a schene of unemployment
or a definite rise in the standard of
living which will enable them to go on
im a fairly conlended manner after the
war, we will be guilty of an act of gross °
deception in putling false notions into
their heads.

There are two aspects of this matter,
and I would ask the Board of Minisiers
to consider whether it is really wise at
this stage to adopt this proposal when
there is a school of thought which is
against repimentation, or against press-
ing people in uniform and putting them
into camps and training them. - We
have alveady scen the ill-effects of such

training in the land of the Nagzis. Are
we going, while ostensibly fighting

" againsh some of the ideals of the Nauis

and the TFascists, to adopt today the
very things that have given rise to
wirest in Hurope and Japan ?

I do most seriously suggest that we
are going the wrong way. It might ap-
peal to our sense of humour, or it might
even appeal to our aesthetic sense.
But I do seriously say that this idea of
putting people in uniform and giving
them a crest on their turban or head-
gear, is not .oipg to get us forward.
And the position will become all the
worse when after the war these people
may not know what to do with their
uniform, unless it iz obwiously proposed
that behind this corps iz a Faselst move-
ment in this country to be utilized by
certain people for their own purposes.

I think hon. Members will recall that
when the formation of the Essential
Services Labour Corps was proposed. T
opposed it, not without appreciating its
utility. But T did seriously say this,
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that this idea of drilling these young
men and keeping them under question-
able leadership is going to create a prob-
lem the dimensions of gwhich we cannot
gauge at the prosent time.

For that reason, Mr, Chairman, T am
constrained to move the reduction of this
rote by at least Rs. 20,000, because T
do teel that the reduction of the vote by
Rs, 20,000 will still leave the training
of thesc people intact, if, as the Minister
says, such trained men are necessary for
the turning out of machine tools.

There is another point. I think this
sort of indiscriminate training of the

- people for a particular vocation without
any idea, without any data with regurd
to the ecxtent or the number of these
young men who can be absorbed into,
.shall T sav, machine-tos]l industries
after the war., what the demand for
machine tocls will be after the war, will
be, again, making a lop-sided develop-
ment in whatever svolution is going to
be effected in this country; because in
point of fact, if u situation arises, ag I
fecl sure it will arise after the war,
where & number of men have been
drawn into a certain form of industrial,
mechunical or technical training and we
find that the country has not the wealth
to absorb the labour of all these men,
well, then, there is gbing to be a great
amount of discontent.

One other matter, My, Chalrman. A
matter which might be amusing, if it
is nob gratifying, and which is revealed
in the debate iz that the °° homo-
geneous " plank of the Board of Minis-
ters which hag been kept together by
the glue or the varnish of the three

{flicers of Btate 1s now showing signs of
eracking.

The Hon. Mr. D. S, Senanayake
(Minister of Agriculture and Lands):
1 presume it was the appearenee of this
cracking that made my hon, Friend open
his mouth. He was so jubilant that he
could hardly restrain himself,

Listening to him, one would imagine

that il was only Faseists who wore uni-
forms. Therc does not seem to be any
other kind of uniform. T presume that
Jhe wears hiz robe when he goes to the
Courts. I am surprised that a man who
wears a kind of uniform when he prac-
tiges his profession should think that it
was only Fascists who wore uniforms.

State Council of Ceyion
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*Mr. Ponnambalam: [ do not wear 4
uniform, Mr. Chairman.

The Hon. Mr, D, 8. Senanayake: [I'o
say that we ave trying to introduce Fas-
cism into this counbry merely besause
some people are- o 'wear a kind of
uniform is to go to absurd lengths. I do
ot think even the hon. Member is
justified in going to such lengths.

Now with regard to this training, 1
think if there is anything that should
appeal to hon. Members it is this scheme.
Anyone would realize that if increased
employment was to be found i Ceylon,
it could be done only by improving the
standard of living in this country. We
are living in a mechanical age whon more
than man-power- is needed to improve
the condition of the people. 1t is a
mechanical age, and in such an age, any
cournfry that desires fo improve its stand.-
ard of living must train mechanics for
VArIOUs PUrposes.

The hon. Member for Colombo South
(Dr. de Zoysa), for instance, has stated
that all this money should be utilized for
agricultural development. T feal that
this proposal would in some measure con-
tribute to the development of agricullure
itsell.  As far as T am concerned, T
realize very much the shortage of trained
mechanics. T know, it has heen the wish
of this House to try and obtain mecha-
nieal plant from abroad to extend our eul.
fivation. Perhaps my hon. Friend who
is concerned about agriculture would feel
that this proposal is a step in the right
direction when he realizes that in Indja
and Ceylon, especially in Ceylon, an
agriculturist, with the instruments that
he has, ear cultivate only about three or
four acres, when in a country like Aus-
tralia, where mechanical plant is used,
he can cultivate as many as 80 to 100
CTES. !

After all, we cannot reach that stage
all at onee. We cannot adopt the use
of mechanieal plant merely by import-
ing the plant here; we must have mecha-
nically-trained men. This proposal, I
think, is a proposal in the right direction.

There is another suggesiion that has
been made, and that iz {hat thiz tramn-
ing should be given al the Technical Col-
Ieé;e T do not knew whether the House
iz aware that we in Ceylon are in want
of mechanical plant. A Produetion
Board was established so that we could
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agsernble parts of plant that are avaﬂ—
able in different places into one unit amil
to make the hest use of it. When such
a Board has been established and thesc
plant ars to be dssembled and converted
into a sort of factory, 1 believe we will
gefi the best resulls if these students are
trained at that very place.

There has been a feur cxpressed that
the Technical Collese would tuke a
seeondary place here. [ believe, when
‘the 'Prineipal of the Technical College
and the Chairman of the Produetion
Bourd agreed that the Technical College
should bc entrusted with the training of
the boys lor three months, it was real
ized that the Technical College would
he able to do some part of that training
which would last three months and dur-
ing that time nobody clse but the Prin-
cipal would be in charge. Tt is not pro-
posed that Mr, Freer or anvone else
should be in charge of these students
when they are in the Technical Colloge,
T do not think anvone could assume that,
and I have not the slightest doubt that
between the Prineipal und the Chairman
of the Board there would nol be any
disagreement, and the work would be
carried on guite smoothly,

With regard to the amendment pro-

posed, askivg for a reduction of the vole
by EBs. 20,000 merely because that

amount ig to be spent on umiforms, |
would agk the hen. Member to digmizs
from his mind the word *° uniform ™ and
msert in its place the word ** clothing,’
for I am sure he would not want these
young men to go naked. We aive pay,
food ‘11111 L‘l(‘l“]l'ﬂ“’: those are the threc
things we give l.hcm in this scheme.
After all, if he doeg not want fo oive thegs
cmen clothing T am sure the objeet my
hon. Friend the Member for Galle (Mr.
. W. Amarasuriya). hag in view. of in-
troducing a course of training for givs
there, o mld never be achiey ed

The cheapest way of giving clothing
s to provide some sort of uniform.
Merely becanse there will be sandals and
*headgear too provided, the hon. Member
thinks that it is a soldier’s uniform. Tp
to now | have not heard of soldiers
wearing sandals.

*The Hon. Mr. 8. W. D. B. Bandara- -

naike (Minister of Loecal Administra-
tion) : What about Roman soldiers?

The Hon. Mr., Senanayake: Oh, he
must have been thinking of Roman
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soldiers!  But as far as headgear is con-
cerned, [ balieve cven now Easterners do
wear headgear. These people have to
work under different conditions, and 1L
think some protection of the head as
well as the feef is necesaary.

Mr. H. R. Freeman (Anuradhapura) :
Owing to the dispute that Las arisen
between two Ministers about the Teek -
nical College 1T de not intend to take
part in the voting,

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: Put there
15 no dispute now.

The Hon. Colonel Kotalawala: |

really connot understand why the Min-
ister of Education who has been senied
next to me here all these years should
hdve taken up the attitude that he did
take up without even mentioning to me
that he was opposed to this plODOH&I
because of something that does not
appear in the scheme. I am really sur-
prised, but I think I have not veb lived
long enough to be able to judge human
natire.
Minister to disciuss
thig matter orieinally. 1 had My, Freer;
I had all the technical men; and I had
the Civil Defence Clommissioner; and wa
discussed this proposal. We discuss-
ed the question aud it was on my instrue-
tions that those dwo gentlemen were
appointed 1o go into this subject. They
werg o submit their report to me. T
aubmitted my report to the Lxeccutive
Comittes and the Board of Ministers;
and it was vpassed by the Boavd of Min-
igters; and when it comes before this
House today, without that ordinazy
deceney which one should show towards
one's neighbour, the ITon. Minister of
Hdueation gets up and says that by bring-
ing forward this proposal I am out to
sive the Technical College a knock out
—| Interruption].

I invited the Hon.

Mr, 8. Abeywickrama (Udugama):
Tt is very unkind.

The Hon. Colonel Kotalawala: T ox-
plained a while ago why the boysz did
not go to the Technical College.

Qur original intention was to have 200
boyvs in training, m which caze twenty-
five hoys would have gone to the Techni-
cal College and the other 175 would have
been given other jobs. The number of
bovs was increased to 500 on the orders
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of the Board of Ministers. The Board
of Ministers was of opinion that 600
trained boys 4 vear were required. As
mu,hdnmalh' trained youth were wanted
very badly, as we were launching 4
scheme for training youth in this line of
work and.ss the initial cost of training «
larger number of youth was pmutu,mll}‘
the same as that of the restrieted scheme
we had in view at lhe start, the Board
of Ministers decided that the number of
boys in training should be increased to
500).

Now, to give that eourse of training

it was necessary cither to take the boys
o their master or to bring the master
to the bovs. What is the easier course
to adopt? T am sure the House will
agree that it is essier to bring the master
to the boys ag that means so much sav-

ing on the transport that would other-

wise have to be arranged to convey the
bovs to the Technical College.  All the
500 boys are accommodated in one place
and that is the reason why that course of
action waz adopted.

Thess boys will be taught by the Tech-
nical College staff. If that is so, can
I or anybody else go and tell the Techni-
cal College Instructor to teach the boys,
say, arithmetic when he is teaching
something else? Can anybody ask the
Technical College master to teach these
boys a subject that he does nol know.
The syllabus would be drawn up by Mr.
Freer and the Iead of the Technical
College. Those two gentlemen  will
draw up the feaching programmme and
the masters of the Technical College
will teach these boys. 1 also mentioned
in the course of my speech that the Hon.
Ministler of Hdueation would probably
come to this House with a request that
the staff of the Techwnical College should

be increased.

An hon. Member suggested that these
voubhs should be recruited from the
different—constituencies. Can you nor-
mally expect 8 Heads of Departments to
zo round to Batticaloa, Jaffna and te
other far-off places recruiting boys
between the ages of sixteen and eighiu,n i
You do not have recourse to such a selec-
tion even for a job carrving a salary of
Rs, 1,000 5 month. The Head of the
Departinent of Engineering Production
i associated with two others: thev are,

State Council of Geylon

for a very sood resson.

| Nov, 5, 1942

the Principal of the Technical College, to
deal with the techmical aspect of the
project, and the Asgistant Civil Defence
(Commissioner, to look after the board-
ing side of the gcheme. Is it physically
po:,qule to put all these three officers
together and make them work az one
Head of Department? That will not
work. Therefore there is only one Head
i that Department, namely the Diree--
tor of Engineering Production; and, as
1 said, he iz assoclated with Two others
—the Priveipal of the Technical Geollege,
to deal with the technical side of the
seheme, and the Assistant Civil Defence
Commissioner, to deal with the boarding-
houge where these youths would be
housed; that iz, at Maharagama.

The Officer at the boarding house, a
gchonl master tvpe of individual, wpuld
be the person who would measure the
height of the recruits and see to their
pbv&u‘ll fitness; and the edueational
qualifications of the recruits could be
ascertained from the certificates that
these youths would produce. 1 should
like to know whether the Principal of the
Technical College could just look at a
vouth and tell you that that youth w ould
furn out to be a 2o0d mechanic. Does
he enjoy powers of diviantion to be able
to do that?

On the question of uniform. These
vouths are bo be given gandalg to wear,
I should like
to inforin &he Ilouse that it has been
found that 60 per cent. of inefficiency
among mechanics In this country is due
to their not using footwenr. In a mecha-
nieal workshop, the first injury a man
receives is o hig foot, by his foot slrik-
ing against something sharp that lies on
thc floor of the workshop. In the Rail-
way Workshops it has been found that
4 very gresl majority of the absentees
keep away because of cuts and bruises
received on their feet. You will there-

fore realize that a great deal of the in- ~

etficiency in mechanical worlshops is
due to the workmen not using footwear,
it a workman puts down his [oot where
there are nails, very frequently a nail
goes through his foot. That is why it is

propmpd to give these youths in train-

ing wandals to wear. Of course, these
will be wooden sandals; ang with wood-
en sandals they would not be able to
run about the workshop without being
noticed.
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For whe headgear, we propose to give
a towel as it is a very useful arficle.
They can use that towel to wipe their
laces and hands after a wash., Of
course, a towel ig too big an aritele to
carry about in the pocket ag a handker-
chief. T mysell have seen the hon.
Member sporting a towel in Jaffna.

1 can assure the House, asz the Ilon.
Minister of Agriculutre and Lands has
already done, thab if hon. Members so
desire, they may alter the details of the
Supplementary Hstimate o that the
word ** uniform *’ may read ** elotheg
1 do not mind that being done. Shorts
and baniang are the cheapest articles of
clothing we can give these youths today.
A sarong costs at least about Rs. 4 fo-
day and a coal something more. Some
hon. Members did not like the idea of
these youths being given a uniform of
the same colour: if the' House approves,
1 am prepared to give them uniforms of
rainbow colowrs !

I would request the Hon. Minister of
Fducation not fo feel that in bringing for.
ward this motion T am out to do some-
thing to the detriment of the Technical
College. 1If by any chance either the
Hon. Minister of Education or the Prin-
cipal of the Technical College is against
this scheme, T will come to this Housge
myvaell amd say that I cannot carry on,
I can assure the House that as far as
I am conecerncd, I shall try to CUPEY o1
thig scheme, and to do so [ shall alwavs
expect the co-operation of the Hon.
Minister of Hdueation and that of the
Principal of the Technieal College. I
would requesf, hon. Members to come
along on Saturday—that is, three duys
hence—ung sce for themselves what
advantage this training confers on our
youth.

*Mr. R. Sri Pathmanathan (Mannar-
Mullaittivu) : 1 have to congratulate the
Hon, Minister on his bringing forward
this proposal in time. I was at first
very scephical about the succesy of his
Bssential Services Labour Corps.  As a
matter of fact, 1 voted against that pro-
posal in the Board of Ministers. After
huyving seen that Corps at work at the
reception which the Minister gave us—I
went through all the Departments—I
wag amazed at the training given to those
men and was very much struek with the
work they were doing. Hspecially after
the airraid, when we did not krow how
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to unload the poods in the ships, for
want of labour in the Harbour, the Hon.
Minister was able to utilize his Eszen-
tial Serviees Lubour Corps for the pur-
pose. I'roin that day I have the greatest
adrmaration for the Essential Services
Labour Corps.

As a subsidiary to the Essontial Ser-
vices Liabour Corps, the Minister ho .y
proposes to have a Ceylon Boys™ Techni-
cal Training Corps. Knowing what has
already been achicved by the Hon. Min-
ister, I have no doubt that these boys
will be mven a thorough training. When
I was in Vienna in 1933, I personally
saw Hitler's Youth Movement. It waa
a wonderful sight to see those vouths
being trained practically in the middle
of winter. Those youths looked like gods
made of steel. They gave one the m-
pression that they were statues. After
all, the chief defect of our youth is that
they are not properly trained or dis.
eiplined. The Corps swhich the Minister
now proposes to form will be of great uas
to the army and will also improve the
physique of our youth. I think one of
the finest things for any nation.to have
is its youth well trained and physieally
i1 eood trim.

I think the Boys’' Technical Training
Corps will in future be one of the means
of keepiug street boys out of mischiel.
I trust that the Hon. Minister will taka
all of them into his battalion and give
them a practical training that will be-
nefit them. T have no doubt that this
Corps will be of greal use not only dur-
ing the war but even after the war as
technical labour is very difficult to ob-
tain. Only a very lew workmen know
to wtilize machines, tools and other
things of a very technical nature. Tt
is therefore very essential that our vouth
ghould be properly trained, because at
the end of the war they will always find
employment.

With regard to uniforms, T am not in
agreement with the remarks made by
the hon. Member for Point Pedro (M.
Ponnambalam). A unilorm is a symbol
of the esprit de corps of these forming
the battalion; it iz a svmbol of associa-
tion in an ideal. Dressed in that uni-
form, shege vouths will try to adhere to
the ideal of asgsociation pervading in
that brigade. Take the case of the Sikh.
e wears o turban and a uniform.
There seems to be something aesthetic
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in the whole thing. He fights not for
individual glory but for the henour of
hig (“orps, The Etenian has a silk hat,
and it is only a symbol of the fact that
he belongs fo a certain fraternity,

I am in entite agreement with the
Hon. Mivister of Communications and
Works that there should be some sort of
uniform for this Boys’ Brigsade. When
the non-co-operation novernent was
sbarted in India and when they made
a bonfire of all foreign cloth in that
gountry, I remember seeing Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehrn throwing his Harrow
blazer into the fire with tears in his eyes,
He did that because he wanled independ.-
ence for his country. T think a uniform
s o great incentive to hard work as we
asgociate a certain ideal with a uniform.
Tt ir therefore altogether wrong for the
hon. Member to move the deletion of
the provigion for uniforms.

The 1Ton. Minister of Fducation has
bheen awarded a Doctorate by the great
University of Ceylon. We now eall him
Dr. Kannangara. Both he and the

Hon. Minister of Communications and
Works' have a sort of neighbourly love

towards each other, but over thiz ques-
tion they seem to be at variance with
cach other. O course, no man is a hero
to his valet!

A greal deal has been said in this
House to the effect that the Technieal
College is not functioning properly, The
utility of the Technical College is being
quest The Hon. Minister of
Hducation told us some time ago that he
would set qualified Profesgorz to imparl
technical eduecalion to the pcople of this
eountry. Unfortunately, zo far as | ean
see, the position with regard to the
Technical College today is the same as
it was a year ago when there was that

tug-of-war between the Minister of Edu- |

cation and the Minister of Agriculture
and Lands over the training of technical
officers in the lrrigation Departinent.
Either the Technical College must be
reformed or the TTon. Minister of Edu-

cation will have to be reformed. You
cannot run the two departiments to-
gether. The technical education of this

Teland is very, very bad. DBut T trust
that, mow that the Hon. Minister has
been empurpled to the higher spheres of
" aducation by the Ceylon University, he
will realize the hmportance of having a
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first-clasg Technical College, of not hav-
ing in the Technical College people who
knew as much engineering as he himself
knows.

My. T. B. Jayah (Nominated Mem-
ber) : T am not sure whether the Fssen-
tial Bervices Labour Corps ‘was estab-
lished before the air-rsid; T have an
impression that it was established after
il. At any rate, the Corps wuas not
really functioning at, the time; and,
justice to the Corps, T do not think it is
proper to say that it had an opportunity
of dlsi:ln“t]lthl‘.t“ itself on that oceasion.

It is no doubt true that the Corps hag
made itz influence felt and. as far as T
amn conecerned, | am not opposed to the
formation of similar bodies. After all, -
digeipline s 1o be welcomed and,
although such a Corps might remind us
of similar orcanizations in Nazi Germany,
vet, 1 think, we should not despige any |
movements which is intended to bring
ahout a genuine change among the voung
ren of this t.anLr‘\. Therefore. T wel
come the formation of the Ceylon Bov’s
Technical Corps, and I am also very
glad that it has been decided fo give
them the necessary uniform, After all
it is very necessary, il they are going to
perfori duties properly and efficienily,
that there should be a spirit of camara-
derie and they should work ’rf)rre‘rlwr for
the common good.

But, in this connexion, | would m}-‘se.lf :
like to stress the points urged by the
Hon. Minister of  Iducation, becauze
when thev came to ug for a supplement-
ary vote for establishing a workshop for
tralnine. these boys, we were fold that
the Principal of the Technieal College
woiuld have mueh to do in the seleetion
of the boys and with their early train-
ing. The remarks of the Hon. Minister
were horne out by the fact that i the -
original avld,ngun(,nts made  a dchmfe :
place had heen assigned to-the Principal
of the Ceylon Technical lollege. But,
somehow or other, as appears from the:
later Obzervations of the Hon. Mimster
of Communications and Weorks, that
arrangement has been set aside.

The Hdon. Minister of Agrviculture and |
Lands explained to ug that, although na .
pointed mention ig made of the Principal
of the Technical College heing on the
Selection Board, or of his having control
of the Technical College, vet things will
be so arranged thal the Principal would
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be in a position to render some effective
service, I do not know why the Prin-
cipal should not be associated with the
Engineer in charge of this Corps in the
selection of candidates,

After all, you are not going to select
candidates mercly because they have
passed Standard V or VI in Sinhalese or
Tamil. There are so many other things
that we should consider in the selection
of «these students. After all, you are
going to eive them a practical training.
However good certain students may be
academically, they may not be fit to go
through a practical training. T think

. the Principal of the Training College will
. be ih & position to help the Head of this
Corps to select the right type of student.

I do not know whether the Hon, Min-
ister of Commumnications and Works in-
sists on keeping the Prineipal of the
Technical Collage out. I do not know
whether it was done intentionally, I do
not think that even the Hon. Minister
of Hdueation will say so. After all, in
a matter like this, we should not think of
the Principal of the Technical Collece
personally. TIf he is going to be entrust-
ed with she training of these students,
I think he has every right to control
them during the peried of training. Un-
less this in specially mentioned it is just
possible that . these students who join
elagses may think that thev are not
directly under the eonfrol of the Princi-
pal of the Technical College; they may
make up their minds to attend eclasses at
any time they like; they may not work
in the way they should. It is just pos-
mible that they may get wrong ideas in-
to their heads. It 1z best that i the
Principal is to take charge of them for
3 months, he ghould have full “control
over them during that period.

. I do not agree with the hon. Member
 for Point Pedro (Mr. Ponnambalam)
that these students should be deprived
of what is legitimately due to them if
they are to be trained together as a
Corps. T think we should not grudge
thern. the uniform and other things
which are necessary to make this Corps
& BUCEess.

The Hen. Mr. Kannangara: 1 am glad
that this debate hag given an opportu-
nity for certain hon. Members of this
Couneil to give went fo their personal
feelings against the Principal of the
Techuical College. It is a very favourite
subject in this House at various times.
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But so far as my position in this matter
iz concerned, I have explained how I
had detected that certain statements
contained in the original report had been
omitted. This report was submitted to
me the day befire yesterday, for the
purposes of the Bupplementary Hsti-
mate. 1t was not possible for me to de-
teat 1 early. I read through vhe repors
and I placed it before the Executive
Committee; the MMembers noticed that
there were these omissions.

Human nature has been stated to be
very strange in certain cases, Well, that
is s0; whether you are seated close to a
man_or farther off, human nature plays
very strange tricks; sometimes human
nature is such that the demands of com-
mon deceney are not complied with. TIf
there was going to be an alteration made
in thig report, and if T was seated just
next to the Hon. Minister of Communi-
cationg and Works, I might have been
informed that these changes were going
to be made. T did not find these omis-
sions at the time the report was handed
to me; I only diseovered them later, and
I had no time to inform the Hon. Minis-
ter of Communications and Works that
I had discovere] these omissions. Tt
was not possible for me to state it until
the Hon. Minister made his speech in
this House and stated what he was
coing to do and that the part that was
allotted to the Principal of the Technical
College was definitely altered.

So far as I am concerned—as I have
informed the Board of Ministers—I am
entirely in favour of this scheme, and I
trugt that as far as the theorstical part
of the training is ‘concerned, the arrange-
ments made by Mr. Freer, who was the
Engineer in charge of the subject, and
the Principal of the Technical College
will be fully complied with and that un-
der the scheme & very useful body of
voung men will be turned out.

The Chairman; T will put the amend-
ment first. The smendment is that the
amount of Rs. 375,000 be reduced by
Rs. 20,000. |

Question put, ‘‘That the amount of
the Hstirnate be reduced by Rs. 20,000 ",

The Clommittee divided (under Stand-
ing Order 68): Ayes, 2; Noes, T.

Question “° That Suppementary Hs-
timate {17} be passed.’’ put, and agreed
& .
8=
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Supplementary Hstimate (17) was
passed,
The Hon. Colonel Kotalawala: 1

move that Council do resume.
The Council having wesumed—
Mg, HepaxEr took the Chair.

The KHon. Colonel Kotalawals:
tuove that Supplementary Estimate (1:)
passed in Committee, be approved.

Question put aceordingly, and agl;ced

Supplementary Estimate
approved.

(17)

IMPCRT DUTIES: PACKING
CASES, &o.

The following item stood upon’ the
Orders of the Day:

The Financial Secretary to move —
This Couneil resolves under gection B

of the Customs Ordinance (Chapter

185) that, with effect from the date on

which {he sanction of the Secretary of

.Btate to this resolulion iz notifieqd in

(1) import duty on the goods seve-
rally gpecified in Column I. of
the Tirst Schedule to this
resolution shall be levied and
paid at the general rate pre-
seribed in the corresponding
entry in Column II. of that
Bchedule, in lieu of the im-
port duty payable upon such
goods at the date of this
resolution; and

(2) import duty upon the goods
specified in Column I. of the
BSecond Behedule to this reso-
lution shall be levied and paid
at the general rate preseribed
in Column TIT. of that Bche-

dule, in lieu of the import
duty payable upen such
ooods at the date of this
resolution

Provided that import duty
upon such of the wforesaid
goods as may be proved to the
satisfaction of the Prineipal
Collector of Customs to have
bean produced or manutac-
tured in, and to have been
eonsigned from, the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and
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Northern Ireland, the Domi-
nions, India, Burma, the
territories administered by
His Majesty's Governments
in the Dominiong under Man-
date or otherwise, the British
Colonies, the British Protec-
torates and Protected States
and the Mandated Territories
of Tanganyika, the Came-
roons under British Mandate
and Togoland under British
Mandate, shall be levied and
paid at the preferential rate
preseribed in Column IT. of
that Schedule in lieu of the
preferential import duty pay-
able upon such goods at the
date of this resolution.
|

First Schedule.
I. 1i.
Goods. General Rate

ad valoreni.
Boxes imported for the purpose of
packing Ceylon produce, inclu-
ding shocls and fittings . b per cent.
Chest imported for the purpose of
packing Ceylon produce other
than tea, mo]ud_mg shooks and
fittings . b per cent.
Tinned-plates which are shown to
the satisfaction of the Principal
Collector of Customs to have
been imported for the manufac-
ture of fittings for cheats or boxes :
for packing Ceylon produce . 2§ per cent
Tenterhooks, rivets and wire nails
which are shown to the satisfac-
tion of the Principal Collector of
Customg to have been imported
for the construction of chest or
or boxes for pacl\mg Ceylon

produce . B per cent.
Second Schedule.
1. I1. TEL.
Goods. Proferential  Gencral Rate
ad valorem. ad valoreim.
Timber which is ’

shown to the
satizfaction of
the Principal Col-
feetor of Customs
to have heen im-
ported for tho
manufacture of
boxes or chests
for packing Cey-
lon produce

5 per cent. .. 15 percent.

Observationg of the Finencial Secrvetary.
The present rate of duty on timber is
15 per cent. preferential and 23 per cent.
general and and on tes chests, ghooks and
fittings thereof not elsewhere specified it
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ig 5 per cent. general. Ag g result of an
application for a direction in the import
duty of timber to be used for the
manufacture of tea chests, the Tariffs
Advisory Committee recommended that
the duty on Fmpire timber imnported for
the manufacture of chests for packing
Ceylon produce should be 5 per cent. and
the Board of Ministers recommends the
reduction of the general duty on such
timber to 15 per cent. at the same time,
to preserve the present margin  of
preference. ;

2. This resolution has been framed to
give effect to these recommendsbions ;
and the opportunity hag been tuken ab
the same time 1o legalise the recovery of
mnport duty at 5 per cent. on boxes for
any Ceylon export produce and on chests,

'shooks and fittings imported for packing
Ceylon produce other than tea as the

present -Schedule specifies only *“ Teg
chests, shookg and fittings .
3. In addition to the loeal

manufacture of chests the manulfacture
of metal fittings for plywood chests has
been transferred frém the United King-
dom to Ceylon, where it is hoped that in
normal times sets may be turncd out
not for Ceylon alone but for neighbouring
territories oo,
purposcs are at present dutiable at 10
per eent.  Preferential and 20 per cent,
General. Buf plates and sheets for
manufacturing drums for cxport sre
dutiable at only 2% per cent. and the
same duby seems appropriate for the
raw material for chest fifting. More-
over the finished arficle is dutiable at 5
per cent. under the item *° Tea Chests,
Shooks and fittings ”, and a lower rate
is indicated for the raw material.

4. A complete set of fittings for ply-
wood chests comprises not only edgings
" but also rivets, tenterhooks and nails.
- At present the last three of these will not
not be made locally but will be imported
in bulk for distribution with the edgings
after their manufacture. To avold any
question the resolution specifics that all
these other parts shall be duitable at 5
per cent., the rate hitherto applied to
rivets and tenterhooks when imported
together with tea shooks by individual
importers.

5. The effect on revenue will be &
small loss which is not expected to exceed
Rs. 20,000 per annum. 1 coneur in the
proposals.
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Report of the Board of Ministers.
The financial implications are as
explained in the Observations of the
Finaneial Secretary. The Board of
Ministers approves.

The Hon., Mr. H. J. Huxham (Fin-
ancial Secretary): I rise to move the
motion standing in my name, appearing

ag item 11 on the Agenda Paper,

The motion secky to reduce Custorns
dulics on eomponents of packing cases
for the export of Ceylon produce in order
to encourage the manufacture of these
packing cases within Ceylon.

Qucstion put, and agreed to.

CUSTOMS HOLIDAYS AND DAY
OF SHIPMENT.

The {following item stood upon the
Orders of 'the Day

The Iinancial Secretary to move,—

This Couneil resolves under section 25
of the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 185)
that, with effect from. the date on which
this resolutipn is notified in the Govern-
ment (Gazeite after submission to and
sanction by the Secretary of State, the
provisions of paragraph 4 (2) of Schedule
C 1o that Ordinance shall be varied by
tho substitution, for the words, ““Cus-
toms Holidays and day of shipment ",
of the following :—

 Custorns Holidays and day of ship-
ment: Provided that where any goods
have heen sent with the prior approval
of the Principal Collector of Customs
for shipment, the Prineipal Collector of
Customs may allow such goods to remain
at the wharf for such period as he may
in his diseretion determine, and no ex-
port dues shall be charged on  those
goods in respect of that period.”’

Observations of the Financial Secretary.

After the raid of April 5, a quantity of
cargo sent down ecarlier for shipment
rerained unshipped. As  there  wns
little trafic and the warehouses were
not required for other purposes, shippers
wers on the advice of the Port Controller
allowed to leave this cargo in the Ex.
port Warchouses instead of wasting
labour and petrol removing it and send-
ing it down again later when shipping
became. available.
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2. About the beginning of May,
owinig to the absence of shipping during
April, the Tea Commissioner and later
the Rubber Commissioner reported that
industry was sericusly eclogged owing to
shippers being unable to take any fur-
ther tea and rubber as their stores were
congested. In order to relieve +this
situation, a cerfain quantity of tea and
later rubber was allowed to be deposited
in the Customs warchouses befare actual
arrangements for shipment were com-
pleted by the Commissioner.

3. At about the same time it was
represenfed that, in order to ensure that
there should be no delay in the lopding
of ships, it might be desirable to begin
sending down full cargoes to the Cus-
tolus carlier than would normally be
done. A working arrangement was
therefore reached between the Principal
Collector and the Chairman of the
Shipping Priority Committee, whereby,
provided space is available, the Customs
will receive cargo on dates notified to
them and the agents by the Priority
Committee, even though this may in-
volve, in some cases, the cargo lying for
longer than the three days prescribed.

4. 1In effect, a stricter official control
is mow exercised over the receipt of cargo
at the Hxport Warehouses than in nor-
mal dirnes, though based on, shipping
priority requirements or the needs of the
Tea or Rubber Commissioner instesd of
on the rigid limitation of three days
free of rent imposed by fhe present
Behedule. It is necessary to legalise
this arrangement. Tf the resolution is
approved, if is proposed to apply for the
Govermor’s authority to give effect to
if as from April 2, 1942, when the prob-
lern first arose. The financial implica-
tions are not large as, were the coneces-
gion not granted, shippers would avoid
sending down their eargo in advance and
extra rent and dues would therefore not
normally be incurred.

Report of the Board .of Ministers.

The financial implications are as
explained in the Observations of the
TFinaneial Secretary, The Bosrd of
Ministers approves.

The Hon. Mr. Huxham: T rise, S.ir,-

to move the motion standing in my
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name, appearing as item 12 in the
Agenda Paper.

This resolution seeks o grant some
latitude to the Customs authorities in
the charging of warehouse rent in view
of the conditions which are now
obtaining in the Port,

Under the existing rules, extra rent
must be charged after 8 days; and that
works well enough in peace-time. DBut
now it is desirable in certain instances|
to encourage, rather than discourage, ex-
porters to bring their cargoes to the
Customs warehouses more than 3 davs - -
before the departure of the ship.

Question put, and agreed to.
WAR PRISONERS. FOOD AND

CLOTHING (EXEMPTION
FROM CUSTOMS DUTY)
BILL.

The following item stood upon the
Ordars of the Day:—

The Financial Secretary to move.—

That the Bill intituled ** An Ordin-
ance to provide for the exemption from
customs duty of articles of food and
clothing imported for the use of pri-
sioners of war and civilian internees,
for a rebate of customs duty paid on
the importation of such articles where
such articles are purchased in Ceylon
for the purposes atoresaid, and for the
validation of rebates heretofore allow--
ed on such articles ', be now read the
first time.

Observations of the Financial Secrefary.

The reduetion in revenue which will
oceur if the Bill becomes law is likely to
be very small but it is not pessible to
oive an accurate estimate as it is notb
Iknown how many prisoners of war or
civilian internees may be in Ceylon from
time to time.

%

Report of the Board of Ministers.

The financial implications are as
explained in the Observations of the
Financial Secretary. The Board of
Ministers approves.

The Hon, Mr. Huxham: T rize to

move the motion standing in my name.
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Thig Bill seeks to exempt from Cus-
toms duties articles used for prisoners of
wur and civilian internces. The Cus-
toms duties in question would fall either
upon the Tmperial Government or the
Ceylon Government,

I move that the Bill be now read the
first time.

Question put accordingly, and agreed
to.

Bill read the firsh lime,

Mr. Speaker: Is the Hon. the Finan-
cial Seeretary giving notice regarding the
second reading?

The Hon, Mr. Huxham: No, Sir.
The Bill ean {ake its ordinary course.

STORES FOR VOLUNTEER
FORCES (EXEMPTION
FROM CUSTOMS
DUTY) BILL.

The following item stood upon the

Orders of the Day:—
The Financial Becretary to move,—

That the Bill intituled *° An Ordinance
to provide for the exemption from Cus-
toms duly of articles imported or pur-
chagsed for the use of His Majesty’s
Regular Naval, Military or Air Forces in
Ceylon and seld in certain circumstances
to members af bhe Cevlon Defence Foree
or af the Ceylon Nawval Volunteer
Force ™, be now read ithe first tirme.,
Observations of the Finaneial Secretary.

This Bill seeks to grant a limited Cus-
toms exemption to members of the
Ceylon Defence Torce and Ceylon Naval
Nolunteer Force on aclive service. )

So long as the present scarcity of sup-
plies exists, the less to revenue would be
small, as practically all goods available
to the public are likely to be purchased
by them with payment of full duty. If
supplies became plentiful duty would be
lost to an appreciable extent, but it is
hardly pessible to furnish a considered
estimafe. As the concession operates
only during active service, and the pros-
« pect of a plentiful supply of goods during
the present emergency is remote, the loss
of duty likely to be caused by the passage
of the Bill may be regarded as
unimportant.

Report of the Board of Ministers. .

The financial implications are as ex-
plained in the Observations of the
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Iinancial  Becretary. Board of

Ministers approves.

The

The Hon. Mr. Huxham: [ move the
motion standing in my name.

This Bill, Sir, seeks to make available
to members of the Defence Force and the
Naval Volunteer Force articles imported
frec of duty so long us they are consume 1
in messes or canteens of these Forces,
This concession has been refused until
now hecause it is usual for soldicrs or
sailors serving in their own country to
he liable to the Custorns duty or Exeise
duty applying to others citizens of that
country. It has been found in practice,
however, that when the great majority
of the soldiers and sailors who are serving
side by side with these men are entitled
to and enjoy Customs-fres privileges,
great difficulty ariseg if similar privileges
are denied to members of our loeal forces.

I move that the Bill be now read the
the first time.

Question put accordingly, and agreed
to.

Bill read the first time.
The Hon. Mr. Huxham: May T ask

for the permission of the Mouse to take
up the second reading of thiz Bill now?

Question put, and agreed to.
Leave beine granted,—

The Hon. Mr. Huxham: T move that
the Bill be now read a second time.

Question proposed from the Chair.

Dr. de Zoysa: Before the  second
reading is passed, T should like to ask
the Fon. the Financial Secretary what
the real implications of this Bill are,
For instance, is it intended that the arti-
cles bought should be consumed within
the precinets of the Barracks? Tt may
be that a soldier might buy a few ciga-
reites at the reduced rates: and if he is
found outside the RBarracks smoking one
of these cigarettes, will it be considered
an offence and will he be punished? It
he buys a pair of boot laces, does it mean
that he should use it only within Bar.
racks. This may bhe trivial, buf the
reason why T point this out is that thero |
is a tendency in his country to treat some
of these Ordinances in a very literal
manner and sometimes even the spirit in
which the Ordinance was passed i3
forgoften.
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As an instance, I would recall that
under the Defence Regulations it was
ordered that no jak or breadfruit trees
should be cut down. Hhat was & general
order. A man, in order to improve his
field, eut down a few young breadiruit
trecs which were nofl bearing and which
gere dying. He was bmught up before
& Magistrate and was fined s, 50,  The
ratter carme up before the Apneal Court

and the Judee said that he could not in-
tervene. The man said in evidence that
even the timber could not be used. The
Headman  said 8o, And  there was
evidence to show that the trees were not
hearing.

In the same way, will this proposal be
interpreted to mean that a man is allow-
ed o buy an article at a reduced rate as
& concession, gnd il he is found sinoking
a cigarette, or using some small article
outside certain promises which he never
thought would be covered by thiz Ordi-
nanee, will he be punished? Tf the Fin-
ancial Beerctary docs not want valuable
things or lquor to be taken out of Bar-

raeks, let him sav so. A general order
like this may be thntmprvled 1 want
the Financial Secretary, 1f possible, to
modify this measure so that such articles
may not come within it.

The Hon, My, Huxham: The point
which the hon. Member raises was in fact
considered when the Bill was drafted;

and the answer 18 that one must assume’

that the persons administering the law
will be sensible. T do ot know whether
the hon. Member is prepared to concede
that point in view of his srievance aboub
hreadfruit trees which T do not (nlly ut-
derstand. I think, il one applies one’s
mind to the question, one can hardly
imagine a member of the Ceylon Police
Force stopping 'a smember of the Ceylon
Defence Foree and demandineg to know
whether his hoot laces had been purchas-
ed at the canteen, or stopping him in
order to find out whether the cigarveties
in his pocket had been bought duty free.

T can assure the hon. Member that
there is no intention whatever of admin-
istering the Ordinance in that manner.
As he has correctly surmised, it is not
thonsht desirable that members of the
local Forces should be able to buy zoods
duty free and take them fo their homes.
The Lonecsawn is intendedotoibs Lrnibed
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to goods consumed in the canteens and
in the messes.

Question, “‘That the Bill be now read
a sevond time,”” put and agreed tfo.
Bill rcad a seeond time.

The Hon. Mr. Huxham: With the
approval of the Board of Ministers, I
move that the Bill be referred to a Com-
mittee of the whole Tlouse.

Question put, and agreed to.

In Commitiee—

Mz, BrEaRErR presided as Chairman.

Clauzes 1 o 4, ordered to stand patt
of the Bill.

Pinst and Second Schedules ordered
to stand part of the Bill.

Enacting Clause and Tifle ordered 1.0
stand part of the Bill.

The Hon. My, Huxham:
ihat Counecil do resume,

The Council having resumed—

Mr. Breager took the Chair.

The Hon. Mp. Huxham:

that the Bill be now read the third time
and passed.

Question put accordingly, a.nd agreed

Bill read the third time, and passed.

LANDS RESUMPTION
MENT) BILL.

The Hon. Mr. Sananayake' I move
that the Bill intituled “*An Ordinance to
amend the Liands Resumption
Ordinance’” be now read the firgh tHme.

It ig necessary to make some minor
amendments in the Principal Ordinance.
According to the Ordinance, certain
powers and dutics are entrusted to Gov-
ernment Agenty
Government Agents. By this Bill it is
proposed  that Assistant - Goverhment
Agents too should have the same powers
as Government Agents.

The other point ig that certain fune- »
tions entrusted fo His Excellency the
Governor are to hbe transferred to the
Ministry of Asrieulture and Lands.

T move ‘ohat the Bill be now read the
first time.

Question put accordingly, and agreed
to.

Bill.read the first time.

(AMEND-

I move

I move -

but not to Assisbant .

i
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URBAN COUNCILS (AMENDMENT)

BILL.

*The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: I
move that the Bill intituled ““An Ordi-
nance to amend the Urban Councils Or-
dinance, No. 61 of 1939" be now read
the firgt time.

This is a formal Bill implementing a
decision of this House, for the purpose
of removing the provisions for nomina-
ting members to Urban Councils.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill read the first time.

*The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: T
would ask for leave to suspend the rele
vant Standing Orders to enable me to
move the second reading of the Bill now.

M. Speaker: No notice of it has been

~given. Tiven in the case of the previous
Bill of the Financial Secretary’s, I ob-
served that no notice had been given
that he would move to take up all stages
of the Bill.

*The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: |
think the House will give me permission.

Mr. Spsaker: Doos the House agree?

Members: Aye!

*The Hon. Mp. Bandaranaike: 1
move that the Bill be now read a second
time. .

*Mr. Jayah: No, Sir; I think we
should have notice of the second read-
ing.

Myr. Speaker: The Hon. Minister
failed to give notice that he would move
to suspend Standing Orders.

¥Mr. Jayah: There is an important
principle involved in this Bill.

Mr. Speaker: Does the hon, Member
want time?
*Mpr, Jayah: Yes, Sir.

#*The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: T
. can take up the second reading and the
other stagés of the Bill after the tea in-
terval. There was a motion brought be-
fore the House and passed, in'regard to
nominating members, you will recollect.
- This Bill has been brought up to imple-
ment that decision reached by the
Heuse. Of course, if the hon. Nomi-
 nated Member (Mr. Jayah) wants to
speak on the motion, T do not mind
taking up the second reading and the
other stages of the Bill after the fea
interval.

Debatesl.
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*Mr. Jayah: After all, I think the
House has a right fo expect the Hon.
Minister to give notice of his intention to
move to take up all stages of the Bill

- today.

*The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike:
That was suppesed to have Leen done.
A mistake has oceurred: and it was ncb
observed in connexion with ancther
Bill.

Mr. Speaker: Does the hon, Member
press for notice ? -

*Mr. Jayah: Yes, Sir.

*The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike:
This iz an urgent matter.

My, Speaker: If the hon. Member in-
sists upon notice, I cannot “allow the
second reading to be taken up.

*The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike:
[ give notice that I shall move for leave
to take up the second reading at 4.30
p-m. today.

Mr. Speaker: The Hon. Minister
knows perfectly well that there should
be notice of at least one day. Does the
Hon. Minister give notice that he will
move to take up the second reading to-
mMorrow ?

The Hon. Sir D. B. Jayatilaka (Leader
of the State Council) : There is no work
for tomorrow. :

Mr. Speaker: Shall we take it up
after the tea interval?

¥Mr. Jayah: All right, Sir.

Mr. Speaker: Does the House agree
to take this ifem up after the tea in-
terval 2

Members: Aye!

Further consideration of Bill accord-
ingly noted for 4.30 p.m,

PUBLIC BODIES (PREYENTION
OF CORRUPTION) BILL.

The iollowing item stood upon the
Orders of the Day:

The Legal Seerstary to move,—

Thut the Bill intituled ‘“‘An Ordi-
nance to provide for the prevention
and punishment of bribery and corrup-
tion of and by Members of the State
Couneil or of local authorities,”” be
now read a second time.
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The Hon, Mr. J. H. B. Nihill (Legal
Secretary): I should like to see this
item.off the Agenda. 1 am not proceed-
ing with it today.

*The Hon.

Mr.© Bandaranaike:

The trouble sbout this Bill ig that iH

containg provisions with regard to local
bodies too. The Hon. the Legal Secre-
tary wants it taken off the Agenda
Paper. 7

Tha Hen. Mr. Nihill: I understood /

that it wwas the decizion of this House
that this Bill should be postponed sine
die. That was a decision taken before 1
was 8 Member of this House and one
that 1 am bound by.

*The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike;
I do not understand postponing it sine
die or postponing it till the crack of
doom. Tt was originally postponed until
the Privileges Bill was passed as far ag
the Stale Couneil was concerned. Bub
there are provisions in this Bill dealing
with local bedies which are important.
Therefore T think that at least part of the
Bill must be dealt with.

The Hon, Mr. Senanayake: Perhaps
the easiest thing to do would be to with-
draw this Bill and bring in a new BIill.
1f that is acreed to, the Hon. the Liegal
Secretary may move that the Bill be
withdrawn.

The Hon, My, Nihill: Then the mat-
ter can be dealt with in a new Bill fol-
lowing that deecision.

My, Speaker: Does the Hon. the T.e-

gal Secrctary move to withdraw the Bill?

The Hon, Mp. Nihill: That would

certainly suit me.

Question pub, and agreed fo.

Bill, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. Speaker: The sitting is suspended
until 4.80 p.m.

Sitting accordingly suspended until
4£.30 p.w. and then resumed.

URBAN COUNCILS (AMENDMENT)
BILL.

#The Hon, Mr. Bandaranaike: T
move,—
That the Bill intituled *' An Ordinance 1o

amend the Orban Conneils Ondinance, No. 61 of
1959 ', be now read & second time.
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Question proposed from the Chair, and
debated.

#Mp, Jayah: The Minister uttered a
warning that the principle of this Bill
had already been accepted by this House
by our passing a motion on the subject.
I quite agree that the principle has been
accepted, but the difficulty some of us
would have to face would be the question
what iz to be the substitute when the
system of nomination has been abolished.
1 do not know what the Hon. Minister
actually proposes to do. Is if his inten-
tion to demarcate areas in such a way
that it will be possible for members of
minoriby communitics o have adequate
reprezentation on these Councils? 1 do
not think that there is anything like that
in this Bill.

I helicve, the other day, svhen we dis-
cussed this matter he said that svery-
thing pessible would be done. T do not
know whether he means to do it, bub
gome definite assurance will have to be
given thal when the time comes for the
demareation of areas in different centres,
due attention will be paid to the demands
put forward by the members of minority
cornmuntities.  You know the number of
areas and the number that must belong
to these communitics; and if the FExecu-
tive Commitiee of Local Administration
made it a point, although they are not
bound to do it, to sec that these commu-
nities which were nobt represented by
elected members were represented by
nominated members, there would not
have heen any sort of anxiety among the
different  eommunities. If the Hon.
Minister can give us an assurance, I
think it would satisfy us, because we
know that this House is definitely
opposed to the continuance ol the
principle of nominafion. - ¢

T understood from ene Member that
the Committee were nof actually opposed
to the principle of nomination; at least
that they did not like to take upon
themgelves the responsibility of proposing
names for nomination because they found
themselves now and again in an awk-
ward position. T appreciate the difficul-
ty, and T am sure the Hon. Minister will
also appreciate our point of view, Our
fearg may be groundless. but if what we
have in mind can somehow or other be .
achieved, I do not think we ourselves
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need fear the results that will follow by
the passage of thiz Bill.

#Dy, M, C. M. HKaleel (Colomhkeo
Central) : T am glad that this opportunity
hag been afforded to this Ifouse to
reopen bhis question sa that Members
mizht be able to think it over once more
even though they had decided on the
‘prineiple earlier. Nomination to local
bodies is 4 very important and essential
Tactor in  the cowposition of these
Very often we find that for
various reasons—perhaps the way in

which the clections have been carried

out, or the way in which the demarca-
tlon of the arcas has been made—some
of the best persons in an area, who take
4 keen interest in loeal matters, are left
out. It may be because they are either
defeated gt election, or perhaps,
because elections are conducted in an
undesirable way, they do mot want to
go through the erdeal of an election.
In those cases, if the BExecutive Com-
mittee think that there is a person who
can represent unrepresented interests—
nob necessarily communal interests, but
various ofher intereste—they should
take the opportunity of nominating such
a person to a local body.

I knows for instance, that some
Chairmen of Urban Counecils are
nominated members, and not only the
members but the people themselves in
those areas are hichly satisfied with the
way in which these members conduct
procecdings at a meeting and look after
the interests of the areas in question.
The Executive Committes should, there-
fore, not lose the opportunity to make
arnple use of able men In the various
For instance, in an agricultural
aren you may find an agricullural ex-

“pert who can be of very great service to

the - local body. Then, in industrial
areas thére may bhe an mdLstrml mago-
nate who may be very useful to that
Body. It may he that he may have
been unsuccessful at the eleehon but
vet the people think that it would be

“very useful to have him on that body.

In those eircumstances if the Committes
considers that such a person would be
of use to a loeal body, he should be

‘nominated.

As the hon, Nominated Member (Me.

Jayah) pointed out, there are certain
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very important comunumities which
have been overlooked and which have a
considerable stake in the area. They
have been left out because they have not
been able to secure a majority to vote
for themn and returned them to the local
body.  In sucly cases there is the oppor-
tunity for the lizecutive Con.mitiee to
nominate such & member to the loc.l
bedy. .

T #hink the Executive Committee
seems to dislike nomination beeause the
method of nomination is bad. If, in-
stead of allowing themselves to be influ-
enced by various people and by various
bodies, th{,\ themselves, with the help
of the Members representing the areas
concerned, earefully consider Who ate the
best people who could be nominated in
order to make these loeal bodies a sue-
cess, 1 think, their task would then nof
be so uncnviable as it is now. They
will find it a very pleasant and easy
matter to nominate desirable people te
these bodies.

T hope the House will reconsider the
question and give the power to the Com-
mittes once more to nominate to the
various local bodies desirable people to
represent unrepresented communities,
so that the local bodies may be com-
plefe in their representation of the areas
under their control. T hope the House
will reconsider this matter and, if pos-
sible, decide in favour :of nominatine
members to local bodies.

Mr, Wille: T can hardly remain silent
when  this ill-advised tiibute is heing
paid to the shibholeth of tervitorial repre-
sentation in wvrban disiriets. After all,

he proof of the pudding is in the eating,
and I wish to ask the ITon. Minister how
the systern of nominations has worked
in the Urban Councils. We know, Sir,
that in the varsus Urban Councils in the
Izland, as goon as a member of a minor-
ity community was nominated he was
hoisted to the office of Chairman.
Why? Because of his merits. We
Enow how the Urban Council of Matara
started with Mr. Keuneman as Chairman
unanimously elected by the elected
members. Then, in Gampola, Mr. Jon-
klaas was clected Chairman though he
was n nominated member. For years
and years he wag re-elected ag Chairman.
Then, in Matale Mr. Van Rooyen played
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a great part as Chairman of that Urban
Council. To come to recent times, Dr.
Leembruggen, who had retired f_rom the
office of Director of Medical and Sanitary
Dervices, wag called upon to fill the
office of Chairman of the Nuwara Lliya
Urbun Cdaneil, And we alzo know that
Le signalized his tenure of office by the
moeagures he took in the interests of the
Town.

1 ask, what is the reason for this
change Whlch the circumstances of the
country do not call for? In fact, there
will be a great defect in our Counc-ils for
a very long time by the omission of nomi-
nated members. There is a wrong idea
prevalent that there is some inherent
virtue in the principle of territorial re-
presentation.  In faet, all constitution-
al writers say that there iz no principle
at all involved in territorial representa-
tion. 1t has been adopted purely as a
matter of convenience because there is
no other more convenient way of electing
members to the different areas.

Take your own case, Bir. You came
forward ag representative of & certain
constituency, but you chose to accept
the office of Speakel And now what is
your position as representative of your
constituency? Is your constituency go-
ing unrepresented ? Is it necessary that

a man who iz elected should alone look

after his electors? Once we are nomi-
nated or clected to this Counecil, we must
look after general interests.

We must get over this narrow idea
that there is virtue only in territorial re-
presentation. That is a mistaken idea
altogether, and I am very sorry to see
that the gystern of nomination which has
worked very well & now going to be
sacrificed simply, as I said, on the altar
of a shibboleth.

Mr., R. 8. 8. Gunawardana (Gam-
pola) : T think a few words of explana-
tion are necessary Immediately after
what the hon. Neminated Member (Mr.
Wille) has stated. The hon. Nominated
Member is undoubtedly wedded to the
system of nominations. He would pro-
bably like the whole of the administra-
tion of this counfry carried on by a nomi-
nated bloe on the footmg that nominated
members, for some peculiar reason or
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orther, are more intellectual, better
trained and superior to elected members.
But I think that bogey must be laid.

The principle of election is well-known,
and the hon, Member himgelf has on
other oceasionz welcomed elections.
Particularly in regard fo local bodies, if
you examine their history wou will find
that at the very outset the administra-
tion thouzht that local bodies sghould
be  spoon-fed. Assistant Government
Agents were added as nominated mem-
bers to every Urban Couneil. Ii was
distinetly understood that they should
sorve as Nominated Members only for the
first period.

But for some reason or other, the local
bodies themselves developed an inferior-
1ty complex as people always develop it,
in a4 place like Trincomales. There
they wish to retain the Assistant Govern-
ment Agent when they found that there
were two factions quarrelling between
themselves. It was found that the
fight began wery often with the Assist-
ant Government Agent becoming a parg-
ner, and they wante& for the next period
alss the Assistant Government Agent to
be continued,

But after some time the XHxecutive
Committee decided that as: the nomina-
tion of Assistant Government Agents to
these Urban Councils was distinctly un-
derstood fo be for a short period, the
time was ripe to dizcontinue such nomi-
nations. Then the Assistant Govern-
ment Agents died away, and they were no
more nominated members. Of course,
a good many people thought that with-
out the Assistant Government Agents
being in these Urban Couneils, thev
could not function. But they continued
to function very satisfactorily, and very
often more satisfactorily than when the

Agsistant Government Agents were
there. ; g
In the early days there were a

large number of nominated membets
in Urban Councils—sometimes 4 or
5 or 6—according to the
members in the Councils.

been progressively reduced. An Urban
Couneil with ahouf 4 or 5 elected mem-
bers now has only 2 nominated members.
When there were 4 or § nominated
members, it wag possible to distribute
the number of seats by giving one to the

number of
But the
numbers of nominated members have ©
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Tamils, one to the Burghers, onc to the
Muslims, and so on, sceording to the
communities. But the difficulty really
arose when the number of nominated
members was reduced to 2. Then the
Muglims wanted nomination; the Tamils
wanted nomination; the Kuropeans also
in some eases wanted nomination, the
Low-country and the Kandyan Sinhalese
algo wanted nomination,

So that n nominating members to re-
present what are called unrepresented
interests you ecan go on ad infinitum,
You ean always create unrepresented
interests; tailors, magons, carpenters—

all would want representation, because .

they are *“ unrepresented '’ interests.

1 think we have played too long with
this bogey of *“ representation of unrepre-
sentied inferests.” Tt has beeome nau-
seating. The Members of the Executive
Committee of Local Administration have
found thig problem moss nauseating to
deal with.

We found that with a reduced nuniher
of nominated members, the Urhan Coun-
cils could carry on. They can carry on
even without the assistance of the Dis-
triet Engineer, the Medical Officer of
Health. These officials have been re-
moved from Urban Councils. Tn gpite of
the removal of these technizal experts,
the Urban Couneils haye progressed and
are gelfing on quite swell, in faeh much
better than in the past.

Lvery Urban Counecil in the Island is
certainly working much better than the
old Local Boards worked, which, in the
good old days, were presided over by the
Government Agent or Assistant Govera-
ment Agent., The worst Urban Counecil
we have now is an improvement on the
old Local Board presided over by the
Revenue Officer. Our elected members
are able to look after the interests of the
town well and effectively; they have
proved their fitness for this work. The
nominated member is usually the source
of trouble i1 the Urhan Council. When
the Chairman is to be glected, the mem-
bers divide themselves into two camps,
and then the chairmanship is offered,
‘merely out of pique or jeslousy, to one of
the nominated members. A ** commu-
nal * nominated member is chosen as
Chairman,

Tn a good many cases, I can say from
personal experience and from first-hand
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knowledge, it is the nominated member
of the Urban Council who is the cause
of all the trouble in that Council. Of
course, the hon., Burgher Nominated
Member (Mr. Ville) will not agree. If
members of an Urban Couneil divide
themselves into camps and try to neglect
the nterests of the town, very soon the
rafepayers exert their influence, and thie
dispute i3 goon settled. Bul when there
is & nominated member, the trouble be-
comes worse, because he is not respon-
sible to any section of the ratepayers.
The wrangle then assumes rather dan ger-
ous proportions. There is a deadloek,
and mernbers begin to absonl themselves
fromm meebings in a gpirit of Non-go-opera-
tion. The nominated members contri-
bute to this deadlock.

Instead, therefore, of having nomina-
ted members in an Urban Couneil, mem-
bers who are not responsible to anybody,
not to the ratepayers at any rate, if we
have all elected menibers, these moembers
will think many times hefore they
cmbark on a campaion of non-eo-opera-
tion. They would soon realize that if
they did so, they would be thrown out
by the ratepayers, that at the next
elections, within three years, they would
have to give an account of their steward-
ship to their electors. To a nominated
member, such things as non-eo-operation,
obslruction, etfe., . represent a  much
simpler proposition. It was always con-
that nomination was to he
eontinued only for g short time. It has
gone on for 20 years, and surely we dg not
want this spoon-feeding to go on for ever?
Are we to admit that our ratepayers are
not sensible enough to elect suitahle
represenfatives to these Couneils?

The progressive Member for Colombo
Central (Dr. Kalcel) appears to hug the
delusion that nomination to these hodies
is very desireble in order to secure the
repregentation of unrepresented interests.
“An expert on agriculiure who may be
living in the town may not get a chance
of being elected to an Urban Couneil,”’
said the hon, Member. But if that agri-
cultural expert, or a medical expet, or
technical expert, has never taken an i=-
terest in the town, has had no regard for
the interests of the ratepayers, he does
not deserve to be elected. If a person
of some standing, with specialized know-
ledge, had placed his abilities at the dis-
posal of the town, the ratepayers would
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be the first to recognize merit and return,

him 4o the Urban Council to represent
their interests.

Nomination to Urban Louncils hag also
another deleterious effect. It 18 our ex-
perience that the best men, those with
valuable ekperience and knowledge, are
a’raid to face the polls, beeause they pre-
fer the casier way of entering the Couneil
by way of nomination. The result is
that these men want to be nominated
time after fime. They never face the
polls, when they find it possible to enfer
Counecil more easily and, having entered
it, proeeed to hring about division among
the members. If there are many deser-
ving, good men living in these towns, it
ig their duty, in the interests of the people
of the town, to come forwarrl and face the
polls.

But that is not done. Tt is remarkable
how people in this country fear to face
the polls. T feel that an Urban Gouneil

can be better yun if all the members are
elected, without the addition of even two
nominated members.

Of course, there i3 the fear of the minor-
ities that they might not be represented
in these Couneils in certain areas. But,
alter all, in an urban area, all the rate-
payers have problems common to all of
them, They all pay the same rates; they
use the same roads, the same lighting
system, the same amenities. 1 do not
know why these petty distinelions should
eome in where the welfare of a town i
concernad. We are trying to perpetuate
these unamccessary distinctions. Bub as
a concession io sentiment, the Executive
Committee and the Minister of Local Ad-
minigtration have given instruetions to
the local bodies thal the demarecation of
the different wards should be carried out
in sueh a way as to make effective repre-
sentation of the wminoritics possible.
What more can we do?

Hven that is 2 concession to sentiment,
T think it is time that we did away even
with that, but so long as there are minor-
ity communities who seem to feel that
even in the administration of urban areas,
the majority eommunity woultl dominate
over them, well, let them have that con-
cession given to them. That is the only
way in which their fears can be rllayed.
But as a principle, T think this Counecil
ought to welcome the propesals to do
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away with this vicious system of nomi-
nation. The Counecil has already aceopt-
ed the prineiple that nominations should
cease, and 1 trust hon. Members will
support this Bill.

5.15 poyv.—

Mr. Speaker: The House will kindly-
excuse my absence; the hon. Deputy
Speaker will now preside.

Mg, SPEARBR threupon withdrew, end
Mr. Depcry Seraxir [ Mz, SUSANTA DE.
Fonsera] took the Chair.

Mr. T, llmarasuniya' (Moratuwa)
Ag a Member of the Executive Cominit-
tee of Liocal Administration, I wish {o
make a few observations on this Bill. I
amm in entire sympathy with the views of
my hon. Friend the Member for Gampola
(Mr. R. S, 8. Gunawardana). We ought
to congratulate the Minister on his deci-
sion to bring up this Bill. It is high
time that we got rid of the nmomingtion
bogey, or as the hon. Nominated Member
(Mr. Wille) put it, communal represen-
talion or ** representation of unrepresent.
¢d interents !

Mr. Wille: T did mob say anything
abouy minority inferests. I asked that
nominations be allowed in the interests
of the distriet.

Mr. T. Amarasuriya: I drew my in-
ference from the way in which the hon.
Member started his oration., He referred
to Urban Couneils where members of his
community had been elected Chairmen,
and he geemed to suggest that only mem-
bers of that particular commnmfv could
successfully administer these local bodies.
The hon. Member appeared to infer that
this was an attempt on the part of the
Executive Committee to do away with
nominations -purely on communal
grounds.

That idea should be remoyved altosether,
Tn most local bodies it ig the ndminated
members who give trouble, and in some
local bodies, the mominated members
really safeguard the interests of the par-
ticular body they represent. When we
are fighting for demoeracy—we live in a
democratic age—this demoeratic Couneil
should not, on principle, tolerate this
hogey of nomination.



Nov. §, 1942]

If any member of fhe minority commu-
nities—be he Burgher, Muslim, or Tamil
—ig really with the people, if he takes
an interest in the ratepayers of a parti-
cular area, and if the people exercise the
franchise correctly, such a person should
find a place in an Urban Council or any
other local body, quite irrespective of the
fact that he belongs to a particular com-
munity. TIn this very Counecil wo have a
very good example of it in the hon.
Member for Anuradhapura (Mr. Free-
man) who is an Hlected Mewmber. This
proves that the electors do not exercise
their vote on purely communal grounds:.

' I feel that there should be no opposi-
tion to this Bill, and that it should bs
passed without a dissentient vote,

*My., Abeywickrama; I had not in-
tended o make any contribution to this
debate, but the fact that my hon.
Friend on my right (Mr. B. 8. 8. Guna-
wardana) and my hon. Friend on my
left are beth nominated members of
Municipal Councils impels me to say a
word or two. I do not know when these
two Members arrived at the conclusion
that nominations to local bodies is very
undesirable, Diq they arrive at thiz con-
clusion overnight, or have they held this
view consistently for the last two vears?

It appears to me that no further argu-
ments were necessary for the aholition
of nominations than the fact that these
two hon. Friends of mine are nomina-
ted members of two Munieipal Councils.
They themselves seem to he perpetrat-
ing what they are pleased to describe as
a vicions system. They should have
had the eourage to resign their member-
ship of the local bodies coneerned; they
should not have remained a day longer
in:the Municipal Couneils as nominated
members, because, according fo them,
this is & vicious system that is being con-
tinued. Both these members are good
friends of mine, but I must say that I
really eannot understand their attitude.

I syinpathize with the minority com-
munities, At finst the system of nomi-
nation worked satisfactorily, because it
was utilized in the proper way, but when
that ceased to be the ease, the country
began 1o disapprove of the principle of
nomination. Nominations were intend-
ed to cover the need for representation
of the minority communities in an ares
ag 3 concession to those communities,
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and I therefore cannot understand why
in the Galle and Kandy Municipal Coun-
cils, where there are a majority of Bin-
halese members, it should have heen
neeessary to nominate Sinhalese to these
Counells.  The truth may be unpala-
table, but that is the whole frouble.

However, I agree, on princivle, to the
abolition of nominations, In this cor-
nexion, I must refer to a curious fact
about these “‘minority’” members.
They want to enter these loeal bodies
as ““minority”’ members, but when you
refer to them as ropresentatives of
minority interests, they say, “No, we
represent the general interests of the
whole community.” Tf that were so,
if they too represent the general inter-
ests, no nominations are necessary.

Thiz morning I had a talk with my
hon. Friend (Mr. Wille)—T do not know
what to eall him; I thought he repre-
sents the Burghers. He says, "I re-
present the general public.”” There are
50 Elected Members representing the
general public. In all Jocal bodies
there are nominations from among the
minority communities and they say that
they represent all communities. One
does not know where the demarcation
comes 11l

Therefore, I congratulate the Hon,
Minister on his having broucht up this
Bill. Tt should have been done years ago
so that my hon. Friends the Member for
Gampola (Mr. R, 8. 8. Gunawardana)
and the Merber for Moratuwa (Mr. T.
Amarasuriva), would not have been nomi-
nated to the Municipal Councils. T sup-
port the abolition of nomination of
members to Urban Councils.

#The Hon. Mr, Bandaranaike:
There are a few words that 1 have to
speak in view of the debate that has
taken place.

In the first place, there are certain
points that T want to clear beyond any
question of doubt, as the matter docs
involve a principle of some importance,
From what wvarious hen. Nominated
MMembers and Eleeted Members of
various  communities have said, they
themsgelvea seem to have some doubt in
their minds as to what should be the
correct prineiple that should be applied
in nominations to local bodies.

From what the hon, Nominated Mem-
ber (Mr. Jayah) and the hon. Member
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for Colombe Central (Dr. Kaleel) said,
it would appear that they have in mind
nominations for the purpose, generally,
of providing representation for unrepre-
sented inierests, intefpreted particu-
larly in terms of communal minorities—
not solely, but particularly in terms of
communal minorities; that is, the ques-
tion of unrepresented intercsts may be
cmmraurml in character, such as Bur-
gher, Tamil, Muslim or any other such
cornminal mmority It may be a reli-
gioug minority—Christian, Hmdu Bud-
dhist or Muslim. It may be a mlnorliy
of such an mterest gg that referred to
by the hon, Member for Gampola (Mr.
B. 5. &8, Gunawatderxa) such as traders
—4 gection of people engaged in some
particular trade or trades generally, or,
landowners as such, tenants, or labour-
ers or any such inferest of thai kind.

The House will see on that one
principle of nornination what a diffieul-
ty iz going to be created. How on
earth is one going to deeide as to the
various types of unrepresented interests
and as among them which particular un-
represented interest deserved nomina-
tion?  You cannob obviously nominate
one mermber to cover all unrepresented
interests. If you restrict it to the com-
munal mterests of race, it iz clear cut;
you nominate two members of the un-
represented communal groups that hap-
pen to deserve representation in that
particular town. But they themselves
do not restrict it to that.

Then, the hon. Burgher Nominated
Member (Mr. Wille) had a different
principle. He wants some suitable per-
gon to be nominated who will serve the
interests of the whole district. T do not
know, with that nebulous way of his ut-
terance in this ITouse what he really
indicated, but suitable members, limited
to communal minorities, iz what I un-
derstood hitn to mean by the remarks
he made and by the examples which he
quoted.

I might, in passing, mention the faet
that some of the members he referred to
were cleeted miembers.  Mr. Jonklaas,
who was Chairman of the Gampola Ur-
ban Counecil, was never elected, he was
always a nominated member. I might
mention that as one ecase. The hon.
Member had that ease in mind.
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If you once introduce the prineiple in
nomination that the man must be quali-
fied by his talenls or knowledge to be of
great use to the loeal body, then, nomi-
nation must take place entirely irrespec-
tive of ecommunal minority or any cther
consideration. I would then contem-
plate a Council of overwhelming Sinha-
lese members on the ground that they
happen to be the most qualified to serve.
Then the difficulty arises.

Hon. Members will therefore realize
that it iz extremely difficult to decide
between these various prineciples in
making nomination. If hon. Members
did nmot mean ecommunal minorities as
guech, but that the best man should he
nominated, then I ean understand the
position though it is one that iz ex--
tremely  debatable.  The Execubive
Committee has decided to abolish nomi-
nations for the very reasons that I have
mentioned—the extreme vagueness of

the term ° unrepresented interests 7 and -
the many econflicting principles that

operate in regard to nominations, so
muech so that in the mnajority of easecs it
hecomes o very unsalisfactory ftask al-

together. The matler hag been decided
by the House.

The hon. Nominated Member (Mr.
Jayah) haz asked for an assurance. Lel

me state explicitly, be\/ond any ghadow
of doubt, what the position is so that no
further blaine ean be attached to me in
future. T cannot give him an assurance
in these terms—that I shall see to it that
in reallocating the scats of any Urban
Couneil, or in increasing the number of
geats, provision will be made to ensure
the return of minority community mem-
hers, judged in terms of community,
religion, or any trade or occupation. I
simply eannot and will not give any such
assurance. Lot that position be very
clear,

What T shall do, as the hon, Mem-
ber for Gampola (\Ir . B. 8. Guna-
wardana) hag stated in this: with the
disappearance of nominated members,
an extra number of members will be-
come hecessary for Urban Councils; that
is, when the number iz reduced by two,
they will not be left with a sufficient
number of members to earry on az aft
present. I am asking the Urban Coun-
cilg to suggest an increasze in the num-
ber of wards, and in doing so to bear in
mind the desirability, if pogsible—if pos.
sible in terms of what? in terms of the
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number of voters and the ability to de-
marcate the new area—the desivability,
subject to these provisions, of enabling
an important minority community to ob-
tain representation. It is with those
Lirnitations that I ean possibly give an
assurance; otherwise I would be mis-

" leading my hon. Friend.

Mr. Wiile: That is communal demar-
eation,

|

- *The Hen. Mr, Bandaranaike:
It is demarcation that would permit the
_possibility of such a member being
elected, but not with that sole idea in
| view,

The  necessary steps are being taken
now. Beyond that I simply cannot give
any assurance, The House hag decided
the principle, but as this question has
again been raised, I had to make the
position very clear, TIf it doos not wark
and, sny, the ITouse decides later on that
some form of minority representation or
whatever elge it may be is desirable, it
would be for the House to consider at
that point how best to give effect to
that object. I certainly hope, even if
such a decision is to come as a result
of the unsatisfactory working of thig
proposal, that it will never be done by
nomination; I would prefer any other
way.

Guestion, ©° That the Bill be now read
a second time’’, put, and agreed to.

Bill read a second time.

*The Hon. Mr  Bandaranaike:
With the approval of the Board of
Ministers, T move that the Bill be re-
ferred to a Committee of the whole
Couneil, A

Question put accordingly, and agreed
1.

In' Committee—
Mr. Depury Seeaker presided as

Chairman,

Clanges 1 to 12 ordered to atand part
of the Bill.

Fnacting Clause and Title ordered to
ghand part of the Bill.
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*The Hon. Mr, Bandaranaike:
1 move that Council do now resume.

The Council having resumed—
Mr. DEPuTYy SPEAKER took the Chair.

#The Hon., Mr. Bandaranajke:
Bir, T move that the Bill intituled * An
Ordinanze to amend the Urban Cauneils
Ordinance, No, 61 of 1939.” be now
read the third time.

Question put accordingly, and agreed
to.

Bill read the third time, and passed.

BUBINESS OF COUNCIL.
The Hon. Sir D. B. Jayatilaka: Be-

fore you take up the next item, Sir, may
I move that we continue to deal with
Governinent business till the end of the
day’s sitting? If that is agreed on, we
may finish all the business and need not
mect tomorrow.

- Question put, and agreed to.

LOTTERIES (AMENDMENT) BILL.

The following item stoed upon the
Orders of the Day:

20, To continue the debate on the
motion of the Minister of Home
Affairs,—

That the Bill intituled " An Ordinsnce to
amend the Lotleries Ordinanes "', be now read.
2 gecond time.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill read a second time, and allo-
cated, under Standing Owder 77 (), to
Standing Commities A7,

{NOTARIES (AMENDMENT) BILL.

The debate on the [ollowing motion
of tho Minister of Tabour, Indusiry
and Commerce was continued.

* That the Bill intitnled * An  Ordinenes
further fo amend the Notariee Ordinanes’, be
pow 1ead o sceond time.”

e, Wille: T only wish to make a sug-
gestion to the Hon, the Financial See-
retary that in the different Post Offices

| For the Observilions of the Financial Seere-
tary and the report of the Board of Ministers,
see HaNsarD of July 31, 1042,
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a sufficiency of stamps should be avail-
able to Notaries and ofthers who wish to
purchase them. Unless you come to the
Fort, it is very difficult to obtain stamps
to the value of Rs. 50 or Rs. '100. That
causes oreat inconvenience. What would
be required under this new Ordinance
to a large extent would be the use of em-
bossed stamps, but in this whole Tsland
we have only one embossing machine, I
understand, from the Winaneial Secre-
Lary.

*The Hon. Mr. G. C. S. Corea
(Minister of Labour, Industry and
Commerce) : That comes under a differ-
ent Ordinance.

Mr. Wille: The Notaries' Ordinance
deals with the question of stamps.

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: It has been
taken up under the Stamps Ordinance,

Mr, Wille; The Notaries Ordinance
requires that the Notary should get the
executant of a deed to cancel the stamps
and that is why embossing of stamps
will be resorted to by Notaries; so it is
connected with thig matter. The Finan-
clal SBecretary was telling me that there
were only one or two embossing
machings in use in the whole of Ene
land. However that may be, T do not
know how local Notaries can work with
only one embossing machine in the Port
which is available only for a few hours.
If it is too much of an expense to instal
embossing machines, gay, in Kandy and
other places like Hulftsderp, I wish
that a larger supply of stamps would be
left with the Post Offices so that we may
not be told that if we want stamps to
the walue of Rs. 50 or Rs. 100, we must
go to the Fort,

The Hon. My, Huxham: Sir, T do not
want to go on record as having said that
there are only one or two embossing
_ machineg in England. There are to the
best of my belief a limited number of
offices at which embossing is undertaken,
and I think T shonld be correct in saying
that there are towns in England bigger
than Colombo af which there are no em-
borsing facilities at all.

Dr, de Zoysa: With regard to this
Ordinance, there is g distinetion drawn
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between Notaries and Proctor-Notfaries.
In the case of a Notary who has obtain-
ed hig licence having qualified in Sinha-
legse or Tamil, T do not think there is
provision in the Ordinance to enable him
to practise in English after qualifying in
Hnglish, whereas in the case of a Proe-
tor who talkes hiz licence to practise in
English az a Nofary, if he takes up #u
examnination in Sinhalese or Tamil, he is
allowed to practise in that language as
well. ]
That is not the only distinetion. A
Proctor-Notary can have three offices.

The question of his residence is not de-.
cided by the Registrar-General whereas
in the case of a Notary his office is taken®
A man may have his .
office in one place, and he may reside in-

as his residence,

another place. Tt does not affect his
clients so long as he ig in his office at
regular hours, T do not think it is right
for the Repistrar-General to insist that
a Notary-Public should reside where his
office i3. If it is necessary to apply that
rule, then it should be applied to Proe-
tor-Notaries as well.

There are several other distinetions
Jjike that between ithese two lkinds of
Notaries which cause hardship to one
section. TIf the Notarics are expected to
do their work properly, let the treatment
be alike. - Also, instead of allowing every
Proctor to have an office as a Notary,
the Registrar-General can limit the
number of Notaries practising in a cer-
tain area, just as in the case of Regis-
trars of Births, Marriages and Deaths.
The Minister should evolve a principle
wherchy he could distribute the number
of Notaries in different towns and differ-
ent Provinces. The present practice is
that anybody who obfains a licence to
practise as a Procfor automatically be-
comes a Notary, so that the poor Sinha-
lese or Tamil Notary, owing fo severg
competition with so many Notaries’
Offices coming into existence, has either
to go out.of that town or Province, or

to give up his work altogether as a

Notary.

I would like the Minister to go into
#his matter and as lar as possible to
ace that there are no such distinctions
ohserved.

Mr. Freeman: Proctor-Notaries wanb
to get the Section dealing with the num-
ber of offices left intact.
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*The Hon. Mr. Corea; Sir, the main
obieet of this Bill is to reriove the in-
oqualities which now exigt. Ag peint-
ed out by the hon. Member for Colombo
Bouth (Dr. de Zoysa), there are certain
megualities  which are not being re-
moved by this Bill, but eerfain others
are.

Now there iz no requirerment that a
non-Proetor Notary should reside in his
office; he can reside anyvwhere, hat he
rmust be in his office at the hours that
are prescribed. Tt is the same ag in the
ease of a Proetor; there is no restrietion,
Of course, there is this inequality, that
.a Proetor-Notary need not be in his
‘office, but the non Proctor Nobtary has
‘to be in office at stated hours.

With regard to the number of offices,
we have now equalized the position.
Non-Proctor Nofaries are restricted now
to two offices. We are bringing Proc-
tor-Notaries also fo the same position,
whereas before this they could have had
half o dozen affices within the judicial
district. 8o vou will sce that we have
provided for equality of treatment.

There 18 only one'other point on which,
since this Bill was published, represen-
tations have been made to me by prac-
tically all the Proctors’ Assocfations of
this Island. They sent a deputation to
which T have listened, and T myself was
in entire agreement with one point they
put up; that is, that the incluzion of the
residence in the two offices ghould be re-
moved. Every Proctor of some stand-
ing has pointed that out, and he strong-
ly objects to his residence being recog-
nized as his office. e does not want
it; he never does business there, and he
does not want people to come there for
buginess. So I propose, in Standing
Committse, to remove that objectionable
feature,

Bubject to that ecriticism, the object
of this Bill is to bring the two branches
of the profession as close togreth(,r as
possible.

*Mpr. Abeywickrama: If a Proctor
writes to his elients from his house, Wl];
that be an offence?

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: We have pro-
vided for the inspection of Proctors’
‘Offices, so that if a Proctor does practise
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in his residence, it will he found that
he hag three offices, He will be prevent.
ed from using his honse as an office.

#Mr., Abeywickrama: 1 want to know
whether it will be an offence lo do so.

*The Hon. Mr. Corea: Yeu.

Question, © That the Bl be now rea!
a second time, " pul, and agrecd o,

Bill read a gecond time,

- *The Hon. Mr. Corea: 1 would sug
gest that the Minister of Hdueation and
the hon. Member for Colombo South be
co-opted to Btanding Committes “B'" tn
congider thiz Bill.

Question put, and agrecd to.

Bll] allocated, under Standing Order

T (b, to ta].ldlng Cormmittes ** 13 7
(’l'he Hon, Mr. €. W. W. Kannangara
and Dr. A. P. de Zoysa being fempo-

rarily added {o the Committee).

tWAR DAMAGE (IMMOVABLE
PROPERTY) BILL.

*The Hon. Mr. Corea:
That the

I move,—
Bill intituled * An Ordinance to

¢ authoriss payments in respeet of war damage to

immovable property and the collection of contri-
bufions towards the cost of such payments: and
to male provision for malters connected there-
with or incidental thereto "' be now read a second
tire.

Question proposed from the Chair, and
debated.

Mr. E. C. Villiers (Nominated Mem-
ber): 1 do not wish in sny way to op-
pose this Bill, but T would like to ask the
MMinister whether he could give the House
the assurance thaf bmldmns and lands
unassessed would also he broughf under
this scheme on a voluntary basis. The
Bill seeks to cover only assessed propert.-
ies, but I think it very desirable that
buildings and unassessed lands should
also be bronght into the scheme.

T should like to have a satistactory
statement from the Minjster as to what
the ntentions of Government are as re-
gards the grant towards the pool, and also
as to what would be done with the

+ For the Observations of the Pinaneial Scere-
tary and the report of the Board of Ministers,
gee ITansanp of Seplember 24, 1949,
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[Mr. Villiers. ]
balance of the money, if e at the end
ol the rigk period.

I understand that the Minister is agree-
able to bringing unassested buildings into
the scheme by an amendment te Clause
19 (1). That arrangement is quile salis-
{actory; bul with regard to the other twa
points, 1 might say that although this
RBiil follows very (10qelv {he ]—‘L'L"nl%h Act,
there is a great deal of dlfferenw beween
the position here and that in England.

In the firgt case, every building and
every plot of land in Emgland is alrea dy
assessed, and thab would bring every in-
terssted party intp the scheme. It is
well known that in England buildings and
population exist very much cloger than
16 the case at any rvate in the rural dis-
tricts of Ceylon. That means that, al-
bhough the risk is somewhat greater in
Hngland, the burden is borne by every-
body. Of course, by _ way o
compensation, the premium here is
somewhat lower,

There is w serious difference that exists
between the English Act and the Bill
before the Houge in that in the case of
England the State intends to make, as a
grant to the poel, of an amount equal to
that paid in by the other contributors,
whereas in the Bill we are now consider-
ing-it is left to this Council to provide a
certain unspecified armount as & grant to
the pool ag and when and if it thinks fit.
I think it would be much better and more
fair if the provision made in thig respect
in the Bill were the same as that made
in the Hnglish &et. Of course, it is
understood that cven with this monetary
contribution granted by the State, there
is no guarantee that the dainage will be
made gaod in full. Tf there is not suffi-
cient money in the pool, it is obvious
that the full amount of damage suffered
cannat be met; bug it is the 1ntcntwn of
tha Government of Eneland thal as far
ng possible pd\mpwh for compw'-;atlon
should be made in full.

In suppert of that statement, T should
like to quote, if I may, a remark made by
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. He is
reported to have stated :

* The State shonld pay compensation on fhe
hizhest seale compatible with the seneral situation

of the country aiter and hefore a conflict. Com-
pensation in full was the objoctive ™
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And again we rewd that the inlention
ig that half the money requived for
making payments will be provided by the
contributors and tha§ an equal sun will
be provided out of the general funds by
the State. I think there is very good rea-
son for that arrangement. Tt s possible
that if serious damage were done there
may not be sufficient funds to niake re- -
puration in full; and the sitvation will
be greatly asgravated if the Btate does:
not make its contribution, That would
mean considerable delay in making re-
paration and, eonsequently. that would
delay the country getting back into its
stride again.  Buch a situalion would re-
aet, very badly and hamper the country
refurning to its stute of prosperity. 1
think it is only fair, for that reagon alone,
that the general fund should be enlled
upon bo give an amount equal to that
paid in by the other contributors.

Then there is the question of premia
which T think is more a matter that
should he deall with in the Committes
slage than ot the second reading. 1 how-
evcr feel that the statement contained in
Clause 20 is very vague. [T regret that
that peint was not touched upon mere
fully by the Minister when he introduced
the Bill. The position ig made still more
unsatisfactory when we read it in con-
junction w ith Clatise 22, We would cor-
tainly like to have further details on that
point from the Minister, as to what the
intentions of Govermment are with regard
to these payments, how often they will
be called for and to what extent they are
likely to be ealled far. There is consider-
able anxiety over the proposal to form
this pool. We would like to know whe-
ther calls are going to be made at regular
intervals, or whether one eall would be
made and the proceeds put into the pool
and left there until some damage oceurs.
I do not see how the premia t_ould he col-
lected at some future date after damage
had oceurred if the calls are not regularly
made. If it ig the intention to make
these ealls at regular intervals, it is pos-
Sibl(‘ that a very large sum may acerue (o

e pool, and naturally people are anxious

3 to know whether such money will even-

tually be refunded pro rafe to the eon-
tributors, at any rate to the extent that
funds are left over after having paid the
claimg if any. for war damage.
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A commentary on the English Act by 3
gentleman of the name of Sophian says :

It is the intention of the Government thal
tihe principle to be applied shall be to ensure that
these balanees ensure to the benefit of conlribu.
tors. In other words, it is pot intended that
such contributions should be forfeited to general

. revenue,’ ;

This being a pooling scheme, the con-
tributors should come in on equal terms
and on a mutual-help basis. Therefore
any balance that may remain in the pool,
after the eclaims are met, should be
- distributed among the contribulors.

These are the points that ocenrred to
me as mneeding further elarification.
There are one or two other minor points
which can be considered in the Commit-
tee stage. 1 however trust that the Min-
ister would be in a position to give the
assurance that T asked of him when T
commenced my remarka.

#The Hon. My. Corea; T can give the
hon. Member the assurance he has asked
for on the first point. 1 have prepared
an amendment, which T shall move in
the Committee stage, to provide for
bringing in buildings in the unassessed
areas. There is provision suthorising
payment to the pool, but I cannot at
the moment commit Government by say-
ing that there iy provision for a definite
contribution which may or may not be-
eome necessary. In any caze, there is
provision in the Bill itself for Government
o make a contribution to the pool, if
such & contribution becomes NECessary.

With regard to the suggestion made
that any surplus that may remain in the
pool shonld be refunded {o the contribu-
tors. 1 am not quite sure that any surplus
would exist; but if such a surplus were
to exist, T myself ngree with the hon.
Member that it should be distributed
among the contributors rather than
acerne to Gaovernment coffers, That is
a matter that we can consider in the Com-
mittee stage. ;

Question, ** That the Bill be now read
a second time,”” put, and agreed to.

Bill read a second time. @

*The Hon. Mr, Corea: T move that
the Bill be allocated to Standing Com-
mittee ““ B ", and that the Hon, Minister
of Local Administration be co-opted.

Question put, and agreed el
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Bill allpeated, under Btanding Order
77 (b), to Btanding Committee “ B 77,
(the Hon. Mr. 5. W. . D. Bandara-
naike being temporarily added to the
Commiitiee).

THOROUGHFARES (AMEND-
MENT) BILL.

The Hon. Colonel Kotalawala: 1 beg
o move,— 2

That the Bill ntituled ‘" An Ordinance to
amend the Thoroughfares Ordinance ™, be now
read a second time.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill read a sccond time.

The Hon, Colonel Kotalawala: T
would like the Hon. Minister of Loeal
Administration and the Burgher Nomi-
nated Member to be co-opted to the
Btanding Committee.

*Mr. Kbeywickrama: I
know why.

want  to

The Hon., Mr, Huxham: No,

My, Deputy Speaker: Questions like
that are seldom asked.

*Mr, Abeywickrama: T rise to a point
of order. I want to know whether a
Member who participated in this debate
1z not entifled to know why a certain
Member is co-opted to the Standing
Committee. :

The Hon, Colonel Kotalawala: The
reason is that the hon. Nominated Mem-
ber is conversant with the subject.

*Mr. Ponnambalam: What is your
ruling on this point of order?

Mr. Deputy Speaker: T do not think
the hon. Member is in order in asking for
reagong. It i for the House either to
accept or reject the proposal. 1 do not
think any reasons need be urged at all.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill allocated, under Btanding Order
77 (B), to Btanding Committee “ B 77,
(the Hon. Mr. 8. W. B. D. Bandaranaike
and Mr. G. A, H. Wille being temporarily
added 40 the Committee).
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CONSERYANCY LABOURERS:
RATES OF PAY.

The following item stood upon the
Orders of the Day :
The Financial Becretary to move.—

Thig Council agrees that with effect
from Octdoer 1, 1942:—

Rates of Pay.

&

(i.) the rates of pay of menthly paid
full-time conservaney labonr-
ers should be:—

Colombo City—Rs. 300—6—360.
Other Places—Re, 264—6-—33().

(it.) daily-paid full-time conservancy
labourers should be paid at 90
cents to Re. 1.12 a day with
inerements of 4 cents granted
at intervals of not less than
2 years which would enable
them to draw as wages a sum
approximately equal to the
vemuneration of a monthly
paid full-time conservancy
labourer;

(ili.) part-time conservancy labour-
ers should be paid at reduced
rates commensurate with the
work they are called upon to
do.

Otservations of the Financial Secretary.

Cangervancy lobourers of Government
are at present paid at varying rates. The
rates in foree in most departments are the
samne as those obtaining for unskilled
labour, viz. :—

Colombo City—Rs. 240—6-—300
Other Places—Rs. 216—6—276

but some departments have other rates
of their awn.

2. The Controller of Labour has had
great difficulty in finding Ceylongse pre-
pared to take up these ‘.ppmntmmts at
the present rates and has snggested that
the rates of pay of Ceylonese conservancy
labourers should be higher than those
now obtaining.

3. The rates now proposed are already
in force in the Post and Telegraph
Department,

4. The additional expenditure if the
conservancy labourers now in service are
trangferred to the seales now proposed
will be in the neiehbourheod of Rs. 12,000
and this sum will be met from

State Counceil of Ceylon
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anticipated savings in the DPersonal
Emeoluments votes of the departments
concerned.

Report of the Board of Ministers,
The financial implications are as
explained in the motion and the Observa-

tions of the Financial Secretary. The
Board of Ministers approves, :
The Hon. Mp. Huxham: I move

the motion standing in my name, ap-
pearing as item 24 on the Agenda.

This motion geeks to give slightly bet-

ter pay {o conservancy Iahourers in view -

of the fact that we have had difficulty
in recruiting Ceylonese labourers on the
existing scales.

Question put, and agreed lo.

P. W. D,: CHANGE OF DESIG-
NATION OF OFFICERS.

The following item stood upon the
Orders of the Day:

The Minizter of Communications and
Works to present the following report of
the Hxeentive Committee of Communi-
cations and Works under Artiele 46 (1)
of the Cevlon (Btate Council) Order in
Council, 1981, and to move that it be
accepted :—

Report.

Change of Designation of Officers who
have passed seetions “ A 7, B’ and
0 of the AM.I. Mech., B, Examina-

tion—Public Works Department. .

On January 12, 1982 the Stafe Coun-
cil approved the change of designation
of Inspectors and Sub-Tnspectors of the
Public Works Department who have
passed seckions TA’ and ‘B7 of the

AMICTE, HExamination to “Junior
Assistant Engineers”, thus enabling
thern to sit for section “C77 of the ex-

amination and hecome eligible for Cor-
porate Membership of that Institution.
a3 training in a grade Jower than that of
Assizstant Engineer is not a;(,r,epted by
the Institution as practical experience

for purposes of section *“C’" of the
examination.
2. On April 4, 1985, the Couneil

approved a propesal whereby Inspectors
and Sub-Inspeetors of the Department
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who have passed the departinental
examination for promotion to the Assiss.
ant Engineer grade and have not been
so promoted were alzso to be desighated
“ Junior Assistant Fmgineers . This
proposal helps officers in service who
cannot zet themselves enrolled as &tu-
dents of the Institution of Civil Engi-
. heers owing to age limit, &e., to ait for
‘the AM.IC.E. examination loeally
_after a gervice of seven vears with the
altered designation,

3. Ag the above decisions do not
cover the cage of sub-technical officers of
L&. 5

B’ and “C”’ of the A.M.I. Mech, I
examination, it is now proposed that
“such officers bo permitted the designa-
tion ** Junior Assistant Factory (Mecha-
nieal) Engineers.”  Such a change of
designation is necessary as the Institu-
tion of Mechanical Engineers does not
any training or experience
gained by an officer in a rank below that
of Assistant Engineer for the purpose of
granting the diploma of that Institu-
tion.

4. 1% is to be understood that, ag in

the case ol those designated “‘Junior
sistant Engineers™, e officers so

Agsigtant Engineers™, the offi

proposed to be designated ° Junior

Asgistant Factory U\Iuhanmal) Engi-
“neers ', will not be entitled to any extra
salary on account of the change of desiy-
nabion and will receive only such calaries
ag are atfached to their substantive
appointments in the Department.

5. The Executive = Committee of
Communications and Works recom-
mends that sub-technical officers of the
Public Works Department who pass
sections “*AY, “B) and ‘U of the
A M.IT. Mech‘ H, examination be per-
mitted the designation ‘‘Junior Asgist-
_ant Faetory (Mechanical) Engineer.”

The Hon. Colonel Kotalawala: T beg
to present the repert of the lixecutive
Committee of QCommunications and
Works under Avticle 46 (1) of the
Geylon  (State  Council) Order in
Couneil, 1981, and I move that it be
accepted.

This ig a report of my Executive Com.
mittee seeking the sanction of this
ITouse to permit certain members of the
_ Department who have passed the ** A 7,
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“B” and “C" parts of the A.M.I.
Mech. B. exarmination to be designaled
as Asgivrant Factory Engineers (Mechs-
nical).

Question pub, and agreed to.

FOOD CONTROL: QRDERS.
The Hon, Mr. D, 8. Senanayake; [

MoOve, —

That the Order No. 35 dated October 2, 1942,
made under section 4 (1) {2} of the Food Control
Ordinance (Chapter 132), read with the Defence
{Food and Price Control} (Transfer of Powers)
Regulations, 1942, and published in Gozelle
No. 9,020 of October 9, 1942, be approved.

Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Mr, D. S. Senanayake: I
move,——

That the Order No. 36 dated October 2, 13,
made under section 4 (1) (d) of the Food Centrol
Ordinance (Chapter 182), rcad with the Defence
{(Food and Price Controlj {(I'ransfer of Powers)
Reguintions, 1942, and poblished In Gezeite
No. 9020 of October 9, 1942, be approved.

. Question put, and agreed io.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake: [
mMoye,—

That the Order No. 37 dated October 2, 1942,
miade utder section 4 (1)1 (e) of the Foed Cantrol
Ordinanee 1("L1}Lpt.(>r 132), read with Lhe Defence
(Fond and Price Control) (Transfer of Powers)
Rmulatmns 1942, and published 1 Gazefte
No. 0.480 of Ocl'obel.‘ 9, 1912, be approved.

Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon., Mr. D. 8. Senanayake: I
move,—

That the Order No. 38 daled Oclober 3, 1942
made under section 4 (1} (g} of the Food Control
Ordinance (Chapler 132), read with the Defence
(Food and Price Confrol) (Trausfer of Powers)
Regulations, 1942 and published in Guzette
No. 9,020 of October 9, 1942, he approved.

Question put, and agreed to.

URBAN COUNCIL BY-LAWS.
The Hon, Mr. Bandaranaike: I

move,—-

That the by-law made by the Gawpola Urban
Couneil under sectiona 166 and 170 ["Ll) of the
Urban Couneila Ordmanw No. 61 of 1939, and
published in Gazette No. 3,009 of anfember 18,
1942. be not disallowed.

Question put, and agreed to.
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moye,—

That the by-law made by the Gampola Urban
Conneil under scebions 166 and 170 (13) and (16)
of the Urban Couneils Ordingnce, No. 61 of 1939,
and published in Gazelle No. 9,022 of Ociober 18,
1042, be not disallowed.

Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: I

Questiofy pub, and agreed to.
The Hon. Mr.
move,—

That the by-law made by the Jaffna Urban
Counci| under sections 166 and 170 of the Urhan
Coungils Ordinance, No, 61 of 1889, and puhlished
in Gazette No. 9,082 of October 16, 1942, be not
dizallowed.

Bandaranaike: I

Quesbion put, and agreed to.

The Mr,

move,—

Hon. Bandaranaike: T

That the by-law made by the Kaluiara Urban
Conreil nnder section 61 of the rban Couneils
Ordinance, No. 61 of 1930, and published in
Gazette No, 3,013 of September 25, 1942, bu not
dizallowed.

Question put, and agreed fo.
The Hon. Mr,

move,—

That the by-law made by the Matale Uiban
Council under sections 166 and 170 (13) and
{16) of the Urban Couneils Ordinance, Ne. &1
of 1989, and published in Gazefte No. 9,022 of
October 168, 1942, be not disallowad.

Bandaranaike: 1

 Question put, and agreed to.

WAR RISKS (GCODS) INSUR-
ANCE REGULATIONS.

*The Hon, Mp. Corea: I move,—

That the following regulation made
by the Executive Committee of
Labour, Industry and Commerce un-
der section 8 (6) and 16 of the War
Risks (Goods) Insurance Ordinance,
No. 1 of 1942, be approved.

Regulation.

The War Risks (Goods) Tnsurance
Ordinance, No. 1 of 1942 iz herehy
armended the Bchedule thereto as
follows 1—

(1) by the omission of items 2 to 39
{inclusive);
(2) by the re-numbering of item
40 as item 2; and
(8) by the omission of items 41 to
44 (inclusive).
Question put, and agreed to.

i

State Council of Ceylon

[Nov. &, 1942

NATIONAL MUSEUMS
REGULATIONS.

The following item stood upon the
Orders of the Day:
The Minister of Hducation to move,—

That the following regulations made
by the HBxecutive Committee of Hdu-
cation under Section 9 of the National

Museums Ordinance, No. 31 of 1942,
shall be approved.
Regulations.

These regulations may be cited . as
the Nutional Mugeums Regulations,
1942,

2. The date—

(@) on and after which the Colombo
Museum and the Kandy

Museum shall, under section
3 (1) of the National Muse-
ums Ordinance, No. 31 of
1942, be deemed to be
National Museums establigh-
ed under that Ordinance, and

(b) on which the Museum Ondi-
nanee shall, under section 14
of the first-mentioned Ordi-
nance, be repealed.

shall be the date on which these regula-
tions are published in the Gazelie.

3. Ivery National Museum shall be
open to the puhblic. free of charge from
10 A, to 6 poa. daily, except on Fridav

4 Tivery visitor entlering the building
of a National Museum with any camera,
stick, umbrella, parcel or other article
shall entrust it to the officer or servant
appointed as the custodian of articles
brought by visitors." Buch officer or ser-
vant shall issue o ticket, free of charge,
to every visitor who enfrusts any article
to him, and shall, when that visitor leaves
such building, return that article to him
on his surrendering the ticket so issued.

5. No wvisitor to a National Museum :
shall— |

(1) behave in a disorderly manner
within the premises of such
Museum; or

(2} bring, or cause or permit to be
brought, any dog into such
premises; or

(3) smoke or spit, or chew tobacco
or betel, within the building
of guch Museum; or
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(4) Obstruct any officer or servant
of such Museum in the dis-
‘charge of his duties.

6. No person shall, without the writ-
ten permission of the Director, take a
photograph of any book, doulment ot
object kept or preaexvcd in a' National
Museum,

7. The reading room of a National
Museum shall be open on the same days
and during the same hours as such
Museum : Provided that such reading
room shall not be open on any day which
is 4 public holiday under the Huhda\«b
Ordinance.

8. Any person may, during the time
when the peading room of g National
Museum is open, obtain for reference any
boole or document forming part of the
library of such Museum if he produces
to the officer-in-charge of such library—

(1) o reader's ticket, which has
been issued to him by the
Director and which is in force,
or :

(2) o speeial permit granted to him
in that behalt by the Director,

9. (1) A reader’s ticket may be ob-
tained by any person by scuding to the
Director an application in that behalt on
a form provided by the Director, together
with recommendations from two pergons,
who in the opinion of the Director are of
good standing and reputation in  the
community.

(2) A reader’s ticket shall cease to be
in force after December 31 of the year
in which such ticket has been issued:
Provided that the Director may—

(a) by endorementt on such ticket
extend the period during
which such ticket is in force;
and

(b) by ietter sent to the holder of
such ticket terminate the
period during which guch
ticket iz in foree it such holder
contravenes the provisions of
paragraph (1), paragraph (2),
ir paragraph (4) of regulation
0.

10. (1) Every person who on any day
obtains for reference any book or docu-
ment forming part of the library of a
National Museum shall—

Debates.
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(a) in respect of that bool or docu-
ment sign and deliver to the
officer-in-charge of such li-
brary a receipt on a form pro-
vided by such officer;

() use the reading room of such
Mugeum for the purpose of
perusing that book or docu-
ment; and

(¢) return that book or docurnent to
such officer within the time
when such reading woom ig
open on that duy,

{2) No person shall use the reading
room of a National Museum on any ocea-
sion without signing the book kept for
that purpose.

(3) Where any person who obtains for
reference any book or document forming
part of the library of a National Museum
returns that book or document to the
officer-in-charge of suech library, such
officer ghall deliver bo that person the
receipt glven by him in respect of that
book or decument.

f4) No person who obtaing for reference
any book or: document forming part of
the library of a National Museum shall—

(@) write on or mark, that book or
document; or

{b) turn over the leaves of that book
or document with moistened
fingers; or

{c) except with the written permis-
sioh of the Director, make any
tracing of anything contained
in that book or document,

11. (1) The Director shall give to each
member of the Advisory Committee of a
National Museum at least ten days’ writ-
ten notice of tne date, fime, place, and
business of every meeting of such Com-
mittee.

(2) The quorum for a meeting of the
Advisory Committee of a National Mu-

seum shall be four members of such

Committee.

12. The Director shall—

(1) be the chief executive officer for
the purpose of managing and
administering National Mu-
BCUINS;
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(2) be responsible for the proper care
and ecustody of the books,
documents, and objects kept
or preserved in National Mu-
seums, and for the keeping of
proper records of the inancial
and  other trapsactions re-

clating to such Museums;

(8} cause inventories of the books,
documents, and objects kept
or preseryved in each National
Museum to be preparved, and
gsuch books, documents and
objects o be appropriately
numbered and labelled ;

(4) cause to be kept in a conspicuous
place in each National Mu-
seum a book in which visitors
may enter their pames, com-
plaints if any, and suggestions
for the improvement of sueh
Museum ;

(5) cause the number of visitors to
each National Muscum on
wach day fo be recorded;

(6) cause a stalement of the number
of visitors to each National
Mugeum in each month, and a
ligt of the exhibits in sueh Mu-
seum which were acquired in
that month, to be displayed
on the notice board of such
Museum in the next iollowing
month;

(7) cause to be kepl in the reading
room of each National Mu-
seum 4 book in which persong
entitled to use such reading
room may enter suggestions
for the mprovement of the
library of such Museum;

(8) publish the journal called and
nown as ' Spolia Zeyla-
nica

(9) prepare an administration report

for each wvear, and, on or be-
fore the last day of February
in the next following year,
place before the Ixecutive
Committee of Education a
copy of such report; and

aseign to the officers and servants
attached to each National Mu-
seum the duties 1o be per-
formed by them.

(10)

13. The Dirsctor may—

(1) in addition to the journal refer-
red to in paragrapho(8) ofves
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gulation 12, publish any beck
or journal dealing with mat-
ters relating to or connected
. with National Museums In
Ceylon; e

(2) in his diseretion, permit any per-
son to have access, for the
purposes of research, to any
book, document, or objech
kept or preserved in sueh
Muzeum;

.(8) publish in his diseretion, in any
book or journal which ig
authorised by these regula-
tions to be published by him,
the results of any research
based on the exhibits in a
National Museum; and

(4) send to any person, for the pur-
pose of indentification, any
book, document, or objeet
given to or acquired for a

National Museumn.

14. An Assistant Director of & Nation-
al Museum shall—

(1) supervise the work of the officers
and servants, other than the
Director, of such Museum;

(2} be responsible to the Director for

" kecping a proper record of the
finaneial transactions relating
to such Museum; and

(3) perform such other duties as

" may be assigned {o him by the
Director.

15. All regulations made under the
Muscum Ordinance are hereby rescind-
cd with effect from the date specified in
regulation 2. :

The Hon. Mp, Kannangara: | move
the motion standing in my name.

Question put, and agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Hon. Sir D, B. Jayatilaka: 1

move that the Council do now adjourn *

until 2 p.m. on November 17, 1942, at
2 P

Qudstion proposed from the Chair,

and debated.

#Mp, Ponnambalam: Mr. Deputy
Speaker, T should like the Hon. the

Chief Secretary, if he will, to state what -

provision has been made for the depend-
snts cofothose now interned in Malaya

.‘_.
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receiving some kind allowance during the
period of the war, till such time as they
are in g position to communicale with or
to receive any kind of allowance from
their relatives. That is one point.

The other matter which T think is ex-
ereising he minds of a number of people
is the absence of adequate facilities for

‘eommunication between people in Ceylon

and such of their relatives as may be
interned in  Malaya. The All-Tndia
Radio, I believe, now broadeasts cortain
messages  of Ce}-‘lonese to Malaya,
But no facilities, T understand, are
available in Ceylon. 1 should like to
know whether the Hon. the Chief Secre-
tary would be in a position to state
whether any facilities will he afforded.
or what arrangements ean be made fo
afford such facilities, beeauge hon. Mem-
bers and the Hon. the Chief Seeretary
will appreeiate that the position is realh
very desperate af far as some people arc
concerned.

Mr. H. W. Amarasuriya: T hope the
Hon. the Chisf Seeretary will not con-
fine himself only fo Mala\a but will en-
visage all enemy- ucenpmd territory,
becmlbe there arc (JL_) lonese interned in
other encmy-occupied territory as well.
Therefore, whatever {acilities or subsish-
ence allowance is granted to the depend-
ants of the internees should apply to all
parts of this Island cqually.

#My. Ponnambalam: Certainly.

Mr. H. W. Amarasuriva: I believe
the Board of Ministers have considered
this matter, but so far nothing tangible
has been done.

The Hon. Mr. R. H. Drayton (Chief
Secretary) : Mr. Deputy Speaker, there
is a scheme for the payment of allowanees
to dependants of persons who are, at pre-
sent, in territories ocenpied hy the
enemy. That scheme is being adminis-

“tered by the Ministry of Labour, Industry

that T am not in a
T am aware

and Commerce, so
position fo give any details.

of the existence of the scheme from the

fact that it has come before the Board
of Ministers.

In regard to communications with per-
sons in oecupied ferritories, the position

" relating to communications with Persons

who are prisoners of war or with civi-
liang who are inferned i8j0tTedthinle
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clearly laid down in various cireulars
that have been issued by the Postmaster-
(General, as to how one communicates
with either prisoners of war or with civi-
lisns who are interned.

I do not think myselt—1 am speaking
Irom recollection at the moment—I do
nofi think that there are any means of
conmunicating with civiliang in oceu-
pied territories who are neither prisoners
of war nor civiliun internces. T have
had no notice of this point being raised;
but that is 1y recollection of the position,
There are no means of eommunicating,
at the moment, with ‘eivilians who are
not interned but arc physically present
in territories ocoupied by the enemy.

Mr. Ponnabalam: May T interrupt
the Hon. the Chiet Secretary just for
one second? [ was not really thinking
so much of actual direct commlmimtion
for instance, as through the Red Cross
either at Genewva or elchhere I was
thinking of whether facilities would be
afforded to broadcast messages such as,
I understand, is being done hy the
All-1ndia Radlo on beha]f of TIndisns
whose relatives and kinsmen are, not in-
terned, but living in Malaya, in cceupied
territory.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Perhaps the
Hon. Minister of Communications and
Works will be able to enlighten the hon.
Member on this point.

The Hon. Colonel Kotalawala: If the
hon. Member wants the Hon. the Chief
Becretary to answer that question, he
can address it to that eentleman. The
hon. Member knows th-'ﬂr Broadeasting
iz one of my subjects, and if he wanted
any information on thiz point he eould
have asked me for it.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Perhaps the
Hon. Minister might supply the House
with the information.

My, S. Natesan (Kankssantupai):
haye something to say on that point.

I understand that certain Ceylonese
gentlemen sent messages to be broadeast,
to the All-Indis Radio Station at Delhi.
beeanse the Delhi station was broadeast-
ing such ressages, hut those messages
were intercepted by the Censor and re-
turneditg' the people who had sent them.
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[Mr. Natesan. ] iha *Mpr, Ponnambalam: Yes. We are
That is the information I have. I donot nobreally asking a question with regard to

know whether the Hon. Minister of Com-

munications and Works is aware of it or -

nob. I remember, during the Budget
discussions you raised this question your-
gelf, Bir, and the Hon. Minigter gave an
assurancc: that he would do what was
possible to see that residents in Ceylon
were able to avail themselves of the faci-
liteg given by the All-India Broadeasting
Station. Butb that is not henig done be-
calse messages are being mterwptend by
the Censor. T hope the “Chief Becretary
will offer some explanation.

The Hon. Colonel Kotalawala: As to.

the question of broadeasting from here,
it is technically impossible to do so, be-

cause the apparatus we have has not the'

strength to broadeast to such distance:
I am not sure that the Censor is prevent-
ing such messages being sent out.  If the
hon. Member will bring such instances
to my notice, T may be able to look into
the matter.

*Mr, Ponnambalam: Will you permit
me, Mr. Deputy Speaker—

Mr. Deputy Spea.ker: To
tion ?

ask a ques-

the technicalitics of broadeasting or the

equipment in the country that it should " -

be addressed to the Minister of Com-
munications and Works., T addressed
the, Chief Beecretary as the person in
charge of Foreipn Relations, because it
Was ‘& question in regard to the policy of .
Goverpmnent, It is hdrdh a matter for

‘the, Minister who might be in charge of

Broadeasting, s Lhe Chiel Beergtary,
on behalf of Government, prepaved to =
afford such facilities? Thatisall. That
iz why [ addressed the Chief Secretary.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Ts the Hon. the
Chief Secretary in 2 position to reply ?

The Hon, My, Drayton: I\o M.
Deputy Speaker. T had ne prior inti-
mation that sueh a question was to be
raised on the motion for adjournment.
[ arn niot in & position to give any answer
to that general quL‘stlon at the moment.
T shall certainly make inquiries and in-
form the hon. Member before the Couneil
meets on Wovember 17.

Que%tion put, and agreed to.

dJ(JiJi’“’le accordingly at 5.50 B
untr] 2 pM. on Tuesday, November 17,
1942,
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