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STATE COUNCIL OF CEYLOH.

Thursday, November 19, 1942,

The Council met at 2 p.m., Mr.
SrEARKER [TeE Hox. SR WArTALINGax
Duratswamy] in the Chair.

MESSAGES FROM THE
GOYERNOR.

Mr. Speaker: I have received the fol-
lowing Message from His Excellency the
Governor:

Kandy, 18th November, 1942,

Sir,—I HAVE the honour t inform you that T
have appointed Mr, C. E. Jones, Deputy Finan-
cial Becretary, to act as Finaneial Secretary to
the Government of Ceylon, with effect from the
17th November, 1942, during the shsence on leave
of the Honourable Mr. H. J. Huxham, C. M. &,

I have, ete.
(Bzd.}) A. CarorcorT,
Governor,
The Honourable
The Speaker of the State Cooneil,
Colombo.

PAPERS TABLED.

(Minister of Health): Regulations
made by the Executive Committee of
Health under Sectiong 66 and 78 of the
Poisons, Opium and Dangerous Drugs
Ordinance (Chapter 172).

(Minister of Labour, Industry & Com-
merce) : Supplementary Budget of the
Ceylon Coconut Board for the year 1942

NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Mr. D. P, Jayasuriya (Gampaha) : T
give notice of the following motions :

(1) That this Council is of opinion
that the Mahaweliwelyaya in Mahara
Peruwa should be drained of water and
made suitable for paddy cultivation,
and that immediate action be taken so
that the land may be in a cultivable
state at the next season.

. (2) That this Council is of opinion
that Deputy Village Headmen should
be paid a monthly allowance.

Supplementary Estimates: Setting off
Excesses Against Under-Expenditure
Within Sames Head,

Mr. Speaker: The consideration of the
motion moved on the 1st October last by
the Financial Secretary to effect a change
~in the procedure hitherto adopted with
regard to supplementary financial provi-
sion was postponed as T was of opinion

[Note.—An asterisk (%) against the name of a
Member indicates that his remarks have not been
August 14, 1942,
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that such a change in the procedure of
the Council was a matter for regulation
by Standing Orders.

The Financial Secretary subsequentiy
saw me on this question. Article 26 of
the Ceylon (State Council) Order in
Council provides that Standing Orders
may be made for the regulation of the
business and prczedure of the Council
and for certain other matters. The
existing procedure with regard to supple-
mentary financial provision has not been
regulated by Standing Orders, but the
practice has throughout heen to seek the
approval of the State Council by way of
Supplementary Estimate for any excess
expenditure under a Sub-head. The
proper way to vary the existing practice
is by "provision in the Standing Orders.
Therefore I rule that the motion, as it
stands, is not in order.

LEAYE OF ABSENCE: Mr. XK. R.
NATESA IYER.

*The Hon. Mr. G. C. S. Corea (Min-
ister of Labour, Industry & Commerce) :
With the permission of the House, I
move the following motion standing in
mmy name upon the Addendum to the
Orders of the Day:

That Mr. K. R. Natesa Tyer, Member for Hat-
ton, he granted leave under Article 15 (f) of the
Ceylon (State Couneil) Order in Counell. 1931.
to absent himself from the meetings of the State
Couneil from November 17, 1942, till January 31,
1943, on the ground of ill-health.

Question put, and agreed to.

NOTARIES (AMENDMENT) BILL.
The Hon. Mp, Corea: I move, Sir,—

That Mr. 8. Bamarakkody he temporarily
added under 8tanding Order 142 to Standing
Committee '* B " to consider the Bill intituled
** An Ordinance further to amend the Notarics
Ordinance.”

Question put, and agreed to.

tEXCISE (AMENDMENT) BILL.

The debate on the following motion of
the Hon. Sir D. B. Jayatilaka (Minister
of Home Affairs) was continued :

* That the amendments made by Standing
Committee ** A" in she Bill intituled * An
Ordinance further to amend the Fxeise Ordi-
nance ** be taken into consideration.

The Hon. Myr. J.- H, B, Nihill (Legal
Secretary) : Sir, the Hon. Minister of
Home Affairs has asked me to see this
Bill through, in his absence. Shall I do
502

t Report  of Blanding Committes presented,
Angust 14, 1942.
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Mr. Speaker: Yes. |

'I-‘he Hon, Mr. D. S. Senanayake
(Minister of Agriculture & Lands):
There was an amendment proposed by
the Btanding Committee, but it was
rejected by the House. So, the Hon.
the Legal Secretary was asked to see
whether {5 was necessary to make any
consequential amendments.

The Hon. Mr, Nihill: The only conse-
quential amendments are a matter of
renumbering the Clauses, and that can
be left to the Clerk of the Council.
Clause 5 was put back into the Bill.

Cravse 7.—(Amendment of Section 43
of the Principal Ordinance).
Amendment made Standing Com-
mittee accepted, and Clause 7, as
amended, ordered to stand part/ of the

Bill.

The Hon. Mr. Nihill: On behalf of the
Hon. Minister of Home Affairs, I move
that the Bill be now read the third time
and passed.

Question proposed from the Chair, and
debated.

#Mr, B. H. Aluwihare (Matale): I
oppose the third reading of this Bill

Hon. Members will notice that in
Committee various alterations were
made, particularly the omission of

Clause 3.

Mr. Speaker Clause 3 was to be omit-
ted, and the recommendation was accep-
ted by the House.

*¥Kluwihare: The decision of the Com-
mittee was overruled.

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: That was
not in regard to Clause 3; it was in regard
to Clause 5.

#Mp, Aluwihare: Yes, I know. You
will see that under Clause 5 the Fixeise
Commissioner sought to have for himsell
the most drastic powers in regard to the
enforcement of the provisions of the
Ordinance. Clause 5 says:

** Any officer of the Excise, Police, Customs ot
Revenue Departments, not below such rank and
subject to such restrictions as the Governor may
prescribe, and any other person duly authorized
in that behalf, may at any time—give such orders,
directions or signals as may be mecessary to stop
any person upon whom, or to stop or cause to be
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halted any vehicle, vessel or animal in on upon
which, such officer or other person eo authorized
may in good faith, suspect any excisable arficle

It further goes on to say that he may—

** detain and search without warrant any sach
perasn o 0 el

I think it also goes on to say that he
may,

** arrest without warrant any person believed
in good faith by such officer or other person so
authorized to have been found commithing, in
any place other than s dwelling hiouse, an oficnce
punishable under section 43 or section 44."

Then it goes on to say:

* seize and take into his custody without warrant
any such excisable or other article s

Sub-clause (2) says:

** Any person who fails or refuses to stop in
compliance with any order, direction or signal
given under the powers conferred by paragraph
{a) of sub-section (1), and the driver or other per-
son in charge of any vehicle ghall be
guilty of an offence

1

What we understood in Committee
was that this Clause legalized what had
been expressly declared to be illegal by
the Supremps Court. What happened
was that an enthusiastic Excise Inspec-
tor put spikes across a road and spiked
the tyres of a car. The Supreme Court
held that not even an Execise Inspector
can do that kind of thing; and the Excise
Commissioner promptly brought in this
Amending Ordinance, so that an Hxeige
Inspector or anybody else is to be able
to use any means to stop a vehicle. He
can cause any damage to anybody pro-
vided he merely suspects him of ithe
commission of an offence.

Sir, I did not think it possible that the
House would allow such a provision to
pass, because, the exercise of these
powers, there is bound to be an emor-
mous amount of damage caused, which,
to my mind, is quite incomparable with
the offence that it is sought to prevent.
Further, the damage to the individual
in these cases cannot be recovered. The
Crown does not take upon itself any legal
liability in respect of the individual who
suffers damage. It was, T believe, for
those reasons mainly that the Committes

‘decided to turn down that Clause.

-

Then, it is sought to enable an Fxcise
Inspector to do most of these acts with-
out a warrant. He is 4o be allowed to
search persons and to detain persons,
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without a warrant or without any orders

trom g judicial officer- That, again, was
a consideration that weighed with the
Committee. The Committes felt that
putting these wide powers in the hands of
an Inspector would be a source of great
danger to the public,

I believe, the Hon. Minister of Home
Affairs told us that in view of this amend-
ment it was not intended to proceed with
the Bill. Then suddenly we find, at
least I find, that we are faced with the
third reading of the Bill. I submit to
the Houge that if it is gought to re-insert
this Clause, the House should at least
recommit the Bill fo the S8tanding Com-
mittee where it ¢can be discussed; other-
wise, I suggest that we throw out the
Bill. T do not believe that there iz any
other alternative open to us. 1 do hope
the House will not pass the third reading
of this Bill.

The Hon, Mr, Nihill:" The position
seems to be a little strange——

The Hon. Colonel J. L. Kotalawala
(Minister of Communication & Works) :
Is the Hon. the Legal Secretary reply-
ing.

The Hon. Mp. Nihill: Yes; that is
what I propose to do. Does the ITon.
Minister wish to speak on the motion?

The Hon. Colonel Kotalawala: T wish
to know whether the Hon, the Legal

Secretary is now replying on behalf of

the Hon. Minister of Home Affairs.

The Hon. Mr. Nihill: Unless some
‘hon. Member wishes to address the
House, I want to reply.

Mr. Speaker: Yes; will the Hon. the
- Legal Secretary proceed.

The Hon. My, Nihill: The motion be-

Jore the House is that the Bill be now &

read the third time and passed. I do
not know whether the hon. Member for
Matale (Mr, Aluwihare) is therefore in
order in suggesting that the House on
this motion ean, at this very late hour,
recommit the Bill to Standing
Committee.

*Mr. Aluwihare: I am suggesting that
they throw it out.

The Hon. Mr. Nihill: If that is the
invitation which the hon. Member is

Debates.
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making to the House, of course, it is one
which the House is at perfect liberty to
accept. However, the position with re-
gard to Clause 5 is that it was rein-
serted by the House during the report
stage. 1 do not <now whether the hon.
Member was in his place when this Bill
was passing through the report stage.

Mr. H. F. Parfitt (Nominated Mem-
ber) : No.

The Hon. Mr, Nihill: Tf he was, it is
a matter of some regret that he did not
then make the observations that he
made uoday.

*Mr. Aluwihare: I was not present
during the report stage.

The Hon. Mr. Nihill: That is the posi-
tion the hon. Methber finds himself faced
with. To him it must indeed be a very
unpleasant situation. It is really too
late for him today to do anything in this
matter, except to invite the House to
throw out the Bill altogether.

*Mpr. Aluwihare: On a point of person-
al explanation. The Hon. Minister of
Home Affairs told us that the Bill was
not being proceeded with in view of the
amendment.

The Hon, Mr. R. H, Drayton (Chief
Secretary) : No.

The Hon., My, Nihill: T do not think T
can accept that, unless the hon. Member
can give me chapter and verse

*Mr, Aluwihare: We ought to have
another Bracegirdle inquiry.

The Hon. My, Nihill: I think I have
pointed out——

*Mpy. Aluwihare : The only thing is that
the Hon. the Deputy Speaker said :

*Mr. Susanta de Fonseka (Deputy
Speaker & Chairman, Standing Commit-
tee ‘“ A ’"): That took place after the
Committee had finished itz deliberations.
It was not in any way an official intima-
tion to the Committee that the Hon.
Minister was not proceeding with the
He only said that it.was useless
proceeding with the Bill after the dele-
tion of Clause 5.

Mr. Parfitt : At a meeting of the Home
Affairs Committee, we considered it
desirable to bring this to the House.
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The Hon. Mr. Nihill: At any rate, the
position was that the Committee did re-
port back to the House. One of the re-
commendations of the Committee was
that this Clause should be omitted, but
the House, in its wisom, on Tuesday,
saw 1t £it to put the Clause back into the
Bill. ;

That is the position. I do not think
I need follow the hon. Member in de-
bating the particular merits or demerits
of this Clause. The position to-day is
that although the Committee recom-
mended the deletion of the Clause, the
House saw it fit, on Tuesday, to over-
rule that recommendation and put the
Clause back into the Bill. i

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake:
about the spikes? e

The Hon. Mr. Nihill: With regard to
the question of spikes, there is nothing
in thiz Bill, as far as I can see, that will
protect an Excise Inspector who goes out
of his way to use more force than is rea-
sonable to stop a suspected person. That
I think, is a general principle of law. It
is true that there is a Clause in the
Bill which gives the Fxcise Inspector
power to use devices, whatever that word
may imply, to enable @ suspected per-
son to be stopped on the road. But
there, again, he must use that provision
with caution and with reasonable care.
It will s#ill remain a tortious act on the
part of an Fixcise Inspector it it is shown
firstly, that he had not any really good
grounds for believing a person to have
committed an offence against the Ordi-
nance; 4nd, secondly, whether he was
right or wrong in his belief, that he went
out of his way to use some device which
the situation did not call for.

#*Mr. Aluwihare: I think the Hon. the
Legal Secretary will forgive me for in-
terrupting him. Will he dnterpret the*
meaning of the words: *° to use such.
powers or devices or take such other
measures as may be necessgary’’?

The Hon, Mr. Nihill: That is my
point. An unreasonable amount of force
or an unnecessary amount of force would
not be covered by the provision in the
Bill. There are ways of stopping a
motor car without putting down spikes
and other things. This provision is
meant for the better prevention of Ex-
cise offences. Any person who has not

What
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committed an offence against the Ordi-
nance can avoid molestation by stopping
his car when asked to do so by an Ex-
cise officer.

As I said, T again feel that T am father-
ing somebody else's baby. At the
mornent I really feel that it is a waste of
time for me to discuss the merits of this
Clause again. I cannot believe that the
House will nullify the decision it tock
on Tuesday. With the report before it,
the Houge chose to put this Clause back
into the Bill on Tuesday, and I cannot
believe, that today—on Thursday—the
House ig going to refuse the third read-
ing of the Bill because of its dislike of
this particular Clause.

It is on those grounds that I ask the
House to reject the last-minute appeal
of the hon. Member for Matale (Mr.
Aluwihare) and to give this Biil a third
reading.

Mr. S. Samarakkody (Narammala):

Sir—

Mr. Speaker: I have to put the ques-
tion now. The third reading was moved
byl the Legal Secretary, and he has
replied.

Ths Hon. Mr. G. E. de Silva (Minis-
ter of Health) : T rige to a point of order,
The Hon. the Legal Secretary has noe
gtatus to move the Bill, because the
mover of the Bill was not present. He
can only reply to arguments.

The Hon. Mr. Nihill: T do not think
the Hon, Minister of Health could have
been in his place when I eame here this
afternoon and sought your direction in
the matter. As I told you, Bir, [ have
been asked by the Hon. Minister of Home
Affairs to sponsor the third reading of
this Bill in his absence. And before 1
replied—1 am very glad at the instigation
of my Hon. Friend opposite me—I re-
mained in my geat for severcl seconds in
order to allow any hon. Member to
continue the debate. >

Mr. Samarakkody: I must confess.
that I was not quite aware of the state-
ments made by the Hon. the Legal Sec-
retary on this question. This motion
wag sponsored by the Hon. Minister of
Home Affairs, and I was awaifing his
reply with regard to the legal interpre-
tation of certain Clauses in the Bill.
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This matter came up before the Staad-
ing Committee, and we unanimously
passed a certain Clause——

Mr. Speaker: I t(hought the hon.
Member rose to establish the point that
he was entitled to speak now, after the
reply of the Hon. the Legal Secretary.
Before the hon. Member goes into the
merits of the case, he will have to rise to
@ point of order and submit that he is
entitled to speak.

Mr. Samarakkody: T was not even
:aware that the Hon, the Legal Becretary
was acting for the Minister of Home
Affairs and that he was going to reply.

Mr. Speaker: That was what the Hon,
the Legal Secretary stated at the begin-
ing—that he had been requested by the
Hon. Minister of Home Affairs to sponsor
the Bill; and when the Hon. the Legal
Secretary asked whether he should do S0,
T said *“ Yes.”™

Mr., Samarakkody: In regard -to the
question asked by the hon. Member for
Matale (Mr. Aluwihare)

Mr. Speaker: T am sorry the hon,
Member is not entitled to speak at this

stage. T must put the question to the
‘House. -~

Question put, *“ That the Bill be now
read the third time.™’

The Council divided under Standing
Order 68: Ayes, 13; Noes, 19.

Mp, SDEake_r: The motion ig lost,

fLAND REDEMPTION BILL.

The debate on the following motiqn of
the Hon. Mr. D. 8. Senanayake (Mihis-
ter of Agriculture and Lands) was
continued :

" That the Bill intituled ** An Ordinance to
make provision for the acquisition by tho Crown
of certain lands eold in execution of mortgage
decrees or transferred by their owners in patis-
faction of mortgage debts, for the alienation cf
such lands by the Crown and for mabters con-
nected with or incidental to the matters afore-
gaid ', (as amended) be now rcad the third time
and passed.’

Amendment moved by Mr. G, A. H.
Wille (November 17):
‘" That the word ' now ' be deleted: and that

the words ‘ eix months hence ’, be substituted for
the words * and passed '."

+ For the Observatons of the Financial Secre-
tary and the Report of the Board of Ministers,
rsee HaXsARD of July 31, 1949,
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Mr. Speaker: The hon. Burgher No-
minated Member (Mr. Wille) is to
continue his remarks. [A MemBer: He
has finished speaking.] = Hig speech was
interrupted on Tunsday, at 5.30 2.a1.

My, G. A, H. Wille (Nominated Mem.
ber) : 1 shall not take more than 2 or 3
minutes.

When I was interrupted on Tuesday

last, Sir, I was aboul to refer to the
main provisions of the Bill uader which
redeemed lands were to be distributed
to owners or thejr representatives and to
certain other persons, namely, landless

- people or small holders. Agriculture
being such a difficult——

The Hon. Colonel Kotalawala (Minis-
ter of Communiodtion & Works): T rise
to a point of order. The hon. Member
concluded his speech on the last ocea-
sion and hig amendment was seconded
by the hon. Buropean Nominated
Member (Mr. Parfitt.)

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member was
interrupted at 5.80 p.m.

The Hon. Colonel Kotalawala:

He
has made his speech.

Mr. Speaker: He was not permitted
to conclude his speech really. The hon.
Member will please continue,

Mr. Wille: Tt is all due to a blunder,

The Hon. Mr. D. S, Senanayake
(Minister of Agrioulture & Lands:
That is why the hon. Member is speak-
ing.

My, Wille: As T was saying, I do not
know how far these poor landless
people and smallholders will suceced in
making agriculture a profitable industry.

As regards the mortgagors who are to
be given back the lands, we know that

‘they defaulted, ‘and it was mainly in
consequence of their default in respect of
interest that they lost their lands. Any-
way, under the proposed scheme they
will have to pay instalments on the capi-
tal value. They are sure fo default
again, and the result will he that the land
will have to be taken back by Govern-
ment. Either Government is going to
do agricultural business itself, or it will
have to scrap the scheme so far as
defaulters are concerned-and perhaps the
lands will be lost.
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[Mr. Wille. :

The Bill deals with certain provisions
as to how the money is to be found.
When T say *° money ”’ I mean, accord-
ing to the estimate @f the Hon. the
Pinancial Secretary, at least over
Rs. 20,000,000 will be required. T do
not want %o go into details with regard
o that. 1 only want to say that the
Bill speaks of the votes of this House
and of loans—and Heaven setg the mark !
—of bequests and donations. This last
provigion was evidently put in either as
a sop to those who were opposed fo the
Bill on grounds of its financial burden,
or the framers of the Bill had a very
poor practical sense of the real state of
affairs.

Mr. H. F. Parfitt (Nominated Mem-
ber) : T rise to second the amendment
moved by the hon. Burgher Nominated
Member (Mr. Wille).

The House will have seen the dissent
that was sent by me in conjunction with
my colleague the European Nominated
Member (Mr. Newnham) and thab
really covers the main provisions that
we object to. 1 do not wish to waste
the %ime of this House by repeating
these particular points.

But I do want to stress one point to
this House. The objection so far has
not been fully realized, and T want to
stress the onus which will be thrown on
the purchaser of these properties. They
may have purchased them at second-,
third- or fourth-hand. Tt means that
these particular purchasers of properties
may have paid ‘a price which, today, is
consonant with the prices of com-
modities. But the hon, Minister of
Agriculture and Lands has admitbed
that the Government can, at any time,
claim to buy these properties. So thab
it means that a purchiser today may
pay, in accordance with the market rates
Rs. 800 for an acre of land. The Gov-
ernment can wait for a few months—
when market rates have gone down—and
.come along and say, * We will buy
these properties at very much lower fi-
gures.”” It means thaf the man who
purchases that property may, in fact,
find the land filched from him by the
Government in a year’s time.

T want the House to realize that these
purchasers are, put in a very difficult
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position. It will mean also that they

are unable to raise money on mortgages

of their property, because the property

has no market value. A land may be
worth Rs. 800 today, but in six months’

time the price may come down to

Rs. 200; and how in the world will it be

possible to mortgage property? Who will

put money on these properties knowing

this fact, that the Government can come

along, at any time and request that the
land be zold at a particular figure.

That is the particular point I want hon.
Members to consider in conjunction with
the dissent I have already sent in. It
is for that reason that I support the
amendment = of the hon. Burgher
Nominated Member (Mr. Wille.)

‘Mr. S. Samarakkody (Narammala):
I rise to support the hon. European
Nominated Member, although I do not
usnally find myself in his company or in
that of his colleagues.

As T pointed out at the second reading,
T am opposed to this kind of legislation
which is going to benefit one type of capi-
talist only. This is legislation designed
to help impecunious planters who,
through the mismanagement of thejr
business, have come to grief. Now it is
sought, by this Bill, to override the exist-
ing law with regard to creditors and re-
habilitate those people who have been
unable to manage their own affairs on
these lands.

It may be contended that the entire

land may not be given back to these

people, that only a portion of it will be
settled on them. The hon. Member for
Dedigama (Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
rightly pointed out that if this was ex-
propriation it was all right. We can
understand that. Expropriation must be
for the benefit either of the State or of
the public at large.

Now the tendency of legislation so far,
egpecially in regard to Crown lands, is
that all land which is at the disposal of
the Crown should have the peasant as its
primary consideration. 1 can under-
stand it if developed lands are taken
over and given back to a group of persons
on a co-operative basis. If that is done,
we can presume that it is definitely
intended to benefit a clasg which, in my
opinion, should be benefited.
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For the reasons that I have given, 1
oppose the principle of the Bill and T
support the amendment,

There is a further point with regard to
the acquisition of properties that were
sold under mortgage decrees. A pro-
perty may haye changed hands several
times. What is the position? Is the
Commissioner going to take back the
land which has passed into the hands of
10 purchasers who had paid good value,
and give it to the original owners? I
can understand it if the position is clear-
ly stated—that this Bill is intended to
take back land acquired by moneylend-
ers who are non-Ceylonese and hand it
over fo the Ceylonese. There is no
such provision in the Bill. There is no
need for legislation for taking land from
‘A’ and giving it to ““B’’ because, from
the point of view of the State, the pro-
duction of wealth from tea, rubber, or
copra—whether it is produced by the
hon. Member for Matale (Mr. Aluwi-
hdare) or myself—makes very little
difference.

In my opinion thig Bill should be re-
jected, and T therefore support the
amendment of the hon. Burgher Nomi-
nated Member (Mr. Wille).

Mr. H. R. Freeman( Anuradhapura)
This is a rich man’s Bill masquerading
as a poor man’s Bill and the Govern-
ment seems to be in g hurry to get it
through. T am not supporting the Bill.

*The Hon. Mr, G. C. S. Corea (Minis-
ter of Labour, Industry & Commerce) :
There is one point to which T wish to
direct the attention of hon. Members.
There iz no proposal here to purchase
lands that were sold in execution of de-

crees, say in 1927 or 1928. It that were

sn. one ecan understand some of the
objections raised.

There is a special reason for this mea-
sure—I thought that it was well known
to hon. Members of this House—and
that is that from 1929—everyone is
aware of the fact—there was a very
serious slump in the price of commodi-
ties which resulted in a slump in the
values of land, and in view of the in-
ability of certain people to pay off their
debts or the interest due on their debts,
large extents were brought under the
hammer and sold, not because the

debtors had been imprudent—there may

have been some who were, but genersally
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1t was not because they were imprudent
—but because they were up against a
set of circumstances over which they
had no control.

When tea and »ubber were affected in
the samne manner, of eourse, very strong
organizations, which were world-wide in
their ramifications and existed to protect
the capitalists’ interest in tea and rub-
ber, brought up restriction schemes to
protest the interests of tea and rubber.
Unfortunately the same thing could not
be done in the case of the poor Ceylon-
ese who mainly depended on coconut,
with the result that large exténts, par-
ticularly of coconut land, were sold.
What is sought now is to obftain the
power to repurchase those lands.

It is a well known fact that when the
Banking Commission inquired into this
matter, a very large number of creditors
—Chettiars and Indian merchants—ad-
mitted the fact that they did not want
to secure these lands, but they had to
buy them in because they could not re-
cover their money by the sale of #he
lands, since land values had dropped
sometimes from Rs. 1,000 to about
Rs. 200 or Rs. 300 per acre in these
circumstances, the land had to be bought
in, it was said.

I do not understand hon. Members,
who should know the conditions obtain-
ing in the country, ignoring the situa-
tion which was created where not large
capitalists but very moderate middle-
class landowners, lost not only the lands
they had mortgaged but all the lands
they possessed, because under our law
of mortgage it is not only mortgaged
land that is sold in execution of decrees
but all the lands which the mortgagor
may possess. As a result there have
been thousands of people rendered home.
less, through the blight that befell com-
merce generally about the period in ques-
tion. C

I think the least we can do is to re-
pair the damage that was done, by
gecuring those lands, not for the sole
purpose of handing them back to the
original owners, but in order to try to
assist the original owners as much as
possible to recover part of their land, and
to make the remainder of the land avail-
able for distribution among landless
people. T know that there is a different
point of view with regard to that matter.
Some people would like to have this land
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secured and distributed among those
who are without land without taking
the previons owners into consideration,
but that is a different, principle. This
measure aits purely at repurchasing the
lands that were sold under those parti-
cular eircwnstances.

For those reasons I think the House
should support this Bill.

¥Mr. Dudley Senanayake (Dedi-
gama) : T was amused by the arguments
of the Hon., Minister of Labour, Indus-
try and Commerce. They might have
been very good arguments had the ob-
ject of this Bill been to repurchase the
lands that had got into the hands of
foreigners, say, on account of the de-
pression, and it was an endeavour to get
that land back into the hands of the in-
digenous population. That ig definitely
not the purpose of this Bill. The Bill
as it stands today is a measure by which
tand that has got into anybody’s hands,
be he {eylonese or foreigner, can be
taken back and given to the original
owners. In this case I do not think the
State is doing anything of any benefit
whatever. It takes the land from a
certain class—ecall it middle-class; call it
the capitalist class; call it what you like
—and hands it back to that same class.
I do not think, leaving aside the ques-
tion of profiting ordinary individualg,
this should be an object in regard to
which the State ought rightly to step in.

I did not actually oppose this Bill dur-
ing the second readingz, but I had cer-
tain objections to make. It was my de-
sire to make this land alienable only to
the landless. One of the classes that
can come in under this Bill is the land-
less elass, apart from the original own-
ers. I would rather®confine this law to
the landless class, That is not a new
policy but merely the ‘carrying out of
the present policy of Government. To-
day the Government gives out its own
land to the landless, and now the Gov-
ernment can step in and buy up this
land; and I say that it should be the
right of the landless to be given this
land.

While this Bill was being considered
by the Standing Committee, I moved an
amendment to give effect to my proposal
but unforunately only 8 Members sup-
ported it. During the discussion I was
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assured that the intention of Govern-
ment was not to hand back the entire
land to the original owmers, but to hand
over to them a small extent of the land
to enable them to exist on their present
standard of living, so to speak, and that
the majority who would benefit by this
measure would be the landless ¢lass. I
believe, Sir, we were assured that regu-
lations would be framed to put that
intention into effect. Thercfore, if the
agsurance is given that those regulations
will come up in that form in this Council
I for one will not oppose this Bill,
because I know that if that was the case
the landless would benefit although not
to the extent I would wish them to. 1
would therefore like to have an assurance
{rom the Hon. Minister to that effect.

¥Mre. G. G. Ponnambalam (Point
Pedro) : Mr. Speaker, I do not propose
to make a second-reading speech. I am
gorry 1 missed the opportunity of speak-
ing on the second reading, but I feel, ih
view of the remarks made by the mover
and the seconder of this amendment,
that T should not give a silent vote on
this motion, as I shall-be certainly sup-
porting the amendment*that this Bill be
read a third time six months hence.

I say this for a special reason. This
Bill is one of a number of Bills that have

_ been introduced by the Gowernment of

this country, and it shows the complete
lop-sidedness of our legislative poliey. I
understand the sentiments of the hon.
Member for Dedigama (Mr. Dudley
Benanayake) about reclaiming land from
the landed to be given to the landless.
But why confine & scheme of reclaiming
land to land that has been sold under
mortgage debts? T do not see the point
in that at all.

If in point of fact land should be taken -
from the capitalist class who to-day
claim title to land, then the whole ques-
tion is that of the right of private
ownership of land. T can understand a
plain, straightforward enunciation of
policy by which it is'maintained by Gov-
ernment that people must not have so
many acres or must possess no acres at
all. But where the question of private
ownership of property is ecalled into
question, it is differernt. If that were
so, if that were the policy then I am
certainly in support of it, rather than, for
instance, going to the wilds of Minneriya
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and trying to reclaim from the jungle
and the wild beast lands which have been
captured by the jungle, by Nature, when
there are thousands upon thousands of
acres to-day in the hands of capitalist
landowners which can be taken and
divided among the landless.

Mr. Speaker: May I remind the hon.
Memtber that we cannot have a second-
reading speech at this stage.

*Mp. Ponnambalam: Yes, M.
Speaker; I said I was not making a
second-reading speech.

Mr. Speaker: T hope the hon. Mem.-
will confine his remarks to the contents
of the Bill as far as possible.

*Mr. Ponnambalam: T am doing that,
Mr. Speaker.

I say this: to confine the reclamation
of land to land which has been sold in
shtisfaction of a mortgage decree would
undermine the whole question of credit
in this country. One does not know
what the position of Government would
be 5 years hence in respect of any other
commodity. Mark you, I am saying this
because one is likely to be misundersiood.
But T say, in so far as we have aecepted
the basis of private ownership of proper-
ty, and upon that basis certain congequ-
ences have flowed, if that basis of owner-
ship has given rise to a certain system of
credit, then T say it is utterly impossible
just now to step in and alter it. It will
be the worst kind of clasg legislation that
could be enacted and would be enacted
for the purpose of helping either incom-
petent or impecunious landlords who
owned these lands 10 years ago.

Thergfore, | oppose the third reading

of this Bill.

*Mr. R. Sei Pathmanathan (Mannar-
Mullaittivn) : T am not at all in agree-

- ment with the amendment moved by

the hon. Burgher
(Mr. Wille).

You have to take vour mind back to
the year 1929 in this matter. Tn 1929,
vyou hardly had any opportunities for
Ceylonese to borrow money on the secu-
rity of their lands. Tf you went to the
Exchange Banks with your title deeds
and said, *° Here is a land worth
Rs. 50,000; give me Rs. 20,000 ", they

Nominated Member
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refused your request; they said that
they were merely Exchange Banks for
the negotiation ofg bills and to make
mondy on exchange, and not to lend
money on hypotlecation of title deeds.

That was the difficulty confronting the
Ceylonese. Now, of course, conditions
are different. You have the Ceylon
State Mortgage Bank and you ecan
borrow money at reasonable rafes of in-
terest. That was why Ceylonese capita-
lists who desired to cultivate their Jands
and to grow coconut, rubber or tes did
not have the same facilities as European
planters. Europeans could borrow the
necessary money somehow or other,
With their glib tongues, they could whee.-
dle the managers of bsmks___into' lending
them money on the security of their
lands. It was totally different in the
case of the Ceylonese. The banks flatly
refused to give Ceylonese eredit on the
security of land, for the reason I have
stated,

That was why, most of the Ceylonese
had to go to the Chettiars, the money-
lending community of South India—the
Natukottai Chettiars—and borrow money
at exorbitant rates of interest; I believe,
the minimum was 12 per cent. Tt was
impossible for a landowner to borrow
money ab that rate of interest and then
cultivate his lands at a profit. When the
slump came—after the great Wall Streot
crash in 1929, you will remember, Sir,
that everything shamped—the Natukottai
Chettiars and others who had lent money
pressed these people to repay their debts.
They were in an impossible state of
affairs, and that is the reason why they
had to sell their lands at very low prices.
Some of them had to sell even their
ancestral lands; and they were in a very
parlous sfate .

The Hon. Minister of Agriculture and
Lands, I think, very rightly and very
magnanimously brought this matter
before the Secretary of State, and, I
believe, after a great deal of discussion,
he has agreed to this measure on certain
conditions. And now for us to say that
this is expropriation, and this, and that,
and to ask us to give all to the landless is
not fair. We are giving land to the land-
less. There are the Minister’s eoloniza-
tion schemes—excellent schemes—going
on. I say that this is not a Bill to pro-
tect the capifalists against the landless.
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This is a Bill to help the capitalist who
has lost all his wealth and put him again
on his feet. -
From that point of view, I support the
Bill.

The Hon. Mr. D. 8. Senanayake (Min-
iscer of Agriculture & Lands) : Sir, some
of the arguments that have been brought
forward for the rejection of this Bill are
really surprising. Some hon. Members
did bring forward these arguments, and
they were considered more than once
during the second reading and the Com-
mittee stage and yet they seem to repeat
the same arguments now and want the
Bill rejected. I shall try to deal with
- some of the remarks made. I shall take
the milder objections first.

The hon. Member for Anuradhapura
(Mr. Freeman) says that this is a Bill
masquerading as one to help the poor
while it is meant to help the rich, and
that Government is frying to rush ib
through. I wonder whom my hon.
Friend considers *‘ the Government ™.

Me. Freeman: The Minister moved
that the question be put at the last
sitting.

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: Then my
motion that the question be put makes
me the Government, I presume, because
I was wondering who *° the Govern-

ment 7' was.

This Bill is one that has not at all been
hurried through this House. This Bill
has been considered by more thn one
Council—at least the question of the
remedy required for an existing evil has
been considered not only by this Council
but even by its predecessor, the Legis-
lative Council. You mirht remember
Sir, that the then Government, through
ite Attorney-General, made a satement
to the Legislative Council to the effect
that the Judges had been instructed to
utilize the power they had of giving an
extension of time, to those people who
had mortgaged their lands, to pay up,
g0 that their lands might not be sold, in
the hope of something being done in the
meanwhile. -

At that time the then® Government—
the Legislative Council—realized that
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there was an unfortunate situation ereat-
ed which they felt should be remedied.
At that time practically the whole of the
Binhalese community, except for just a
handful had gone under because of the
depression, and the Council considered
it necessary to give relief. Unfortunate-
ly, the Legislative Couneil could not do
that at that time. The last Council even
passed a Bill providing that mortgage
decrees that had been entered should not
be executed for a certain period. That
was not accepted by the Secretary of
State: but that itself shows that the
Council considered that some relief was
necessary.

"Then, I believe, this Council declared
& moratorium for one year.

Mr. H. W. Amarasuriya (Galle):
That was the last State Couneil.

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: Yes.

Then what happened? This Bill was
considered by the Ministry of Labour,
Industry and Commerce and was then
handed to us; and 1 am sure even my
hon. Friend will admit that it could not
have been considered in a hurry by my
Committee, If there is, thercfore, any
Bill which has received consideration at
the hands of a number of parties and
Couneils, I think, it is this Bill; and all
of them considered that it was urgent.
Tt has not been rushed through. Tf any-
thing, there has been a delay and it is
an unfortunate delay.

With regard to the remarks made by
the hon. Member for Narammala (Mr.
Samarakkody), T wish I had before me
the speech he made when opposing the
excess profits tax. He was pleading at
that time for the impecunious coconut
planter, and he said that that unfortu-
nate man was subjected to all sorts of
hardship. He went even further and
said that he would rather have this Coun-
cil dissolved than see the Bill passed.’
Today that same hon. Member feels that
he must be on the other side.

Mzr. Samarakkody: On a point of per-
sonal explanation. The Hon. Minister
is deliberately misrepresenting me.

On that oceasion I was against the in-
vidious distinction they made in respect
of the plumbago industry, by exempt-
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ing it from the excess profits tax, be-
cause the Board of Ministers were either
directly or indirectly interested in if,
whereas coconut as an industry was
being treated unfairly.- I stood up for
the coconut industry as a representative
of that industry, and I am not stand-
ing up for a particular class of capita-
list. I stood up for the coconut indus-
try as a whole, and on that basig the
cerificism of the Hon. Minister; of my
‘aection, is. unwarranted,

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: Whatever
-the reasons may be, the hon. Member
pleaded for an industry because of the
unfortunate situaton it was placed in.
Although he speaks of people interested
directly or indirectly in an industry, I
wonder who the people are who are in-
terested directly or indirectly either in
plumbago or coconut. After all, it is no
good trying to pose as a great social re-
former at one time and then saying
something else at another time. I would
only say this: a person who was think-
ing of protecting the coconut industry
must even now too think of that indus-
try.

Mr. Samarakkody: I am not thinking
of a class.

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: It was not
a class at this fime. Coconut planters
were not a class. It becomes the whole
world when it comes to taxation, but
when it comes :

Mr. Speaker: Shall we confine our re-
marks fo this Bill?

The Hon. Mp. Senanayake: With re-
gard to the provisiong of the Bill itself,
I just want to touch upon what the hon.
Member for Point Pedro (Mr. Ponnam-
balam) said. He said that if it was a
question »f nationalizing the lands by
taking them from the rich and dividing
them among the rest, he would be with
us, but he could not be with us because
there is the possibility of creditors
losing. Creditors assets should not be
divided, or the advantages equalized.
Ot course, one wonders whether it is the
principle that one is thinking of, or whe-
ther it is an argument that is being uti-
lized with the object of defeating the
end 'that one has in view.
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The hon. Member said, ‘‘Take this
away. 1 do not want this money to be
spent on Minneriya or to be given to the
wild beasts. Let the properties culti-
vated be divided among all the people.”’
But my hon, Friend must realize that
the lands that are cultivated amount to
only 3} per acres per head; and if they
are, to be divided among all the people,
it would not amount to even half an acre
per head. So unless the wilds of Min-
neriya and the lands up to Jaffna are
opened up, I am sure there will not be
much room for the people to live com-
fortable lives.

*Mr,

motion,

Ponnambalam: Go on the

The Hon. Me. Senanayake: Unfortu-
nately, the hon. Member went outside
the motion and I have, therefore, to re-
ply to him. Anyway, his arguments do
not even deserve consideration. [Inter-
tuption]. He would be able to make
himself understood better if he were to
speak to the wild animals.

With regard to the remarks of the
other two Members who spoke, I might
say that their arguments have been
trotbed out more than once. T only
want to say that as far as our objects
go—to give land to the landless—we
have a Settlement Bill under which
land is given to the landless. Even now
what do we do? We acquire lands where
there is no Crown land available, and
give them to the landless.

But in this case we have two objects
in view. One is to give an opportunity to
those people who have been unfortunate,
to continue an occupation in which they
were engaged, fo the limited extent of
being enabled to maintain a standard of
life which one would consider reasonable.
It is not our intention to give them large
estates or making them ecapitalists, As
far as the other class is coneerned, that
is, the class that we are thinking of, the
main object of this Bill is to give them
some relief; at the same time the inten-
tion is not to give them the old lands,
but to utilize this opportunity of settling
them on other lands.

Question put, * That the word ‘ now
be deleted, and the words  six months
hence ° bhe substituted for the words
‘ and passed.” "’
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The Couneil
Noes, 32:

State Council of Ceylon
divided—Ayes, 10;

AYES.

‘De Zoysa, Dr. A, P,
Freeman, Mr. H. R.
garifiith, Mr. F. H.

H. E,

Ponnambalam, Mr. G. G.
Ratbhayaka, Mr, A,
Samarakkody, Mr, S,
Vilflers, Mr. E. C.
Willa, Mp. G. A&, H.

[ NOES.

- Krnangara, The Hon. Mr. Goonesekera, Mr. H. A.
Mr. ¢. W. W, Gunasckera, Mr. D, D,
Senanayake, = The Hon. Gunawardana, Mr. R, 8. 8.
Mr. D. 8. Hewavitarne, Mr. Rajah

Bandaranaike, The Hon.
Mr. 5, W. R. D.

Corea, Tha Hon. Mr.
G. C. 8.

Kotalawala, The Hon,
Colonel, J. L.

De Silva, The Hon.
G. E.

Abeywickrama, Mr, Simoen
Aluwihare, Mr. B. H.
Amarasuriya, Mr. H, W,
Amarasuriya, Mr. T.
Batnwantndawe, Mr. T.
De Fonscka, My, Susanta
De Silva, Mr, G. RE.
Dharmaretnam, Mr. 5.

DECLINED
Benanayalie,

Ilangantileke, Mr. J. H.
Jayzh, Mr. T. B.

Jayasuriya, My, D, P,
Kannangara, Mr. R. C.

Kularatne, Mr, P. de S.
Mahadeva, Mr. K,

Pwreira, Diwan Bahadur
I X

Eajapakss, Mr. D. M.
Ratwatta, Mr. H. L,
Razik, Mr. A. R. A.
Sirimardana, Mr. H, da Z.
Sri Pathmanaihan, Mre. R,
Tambimutta, Mr. E. R.
Wanigasekera, Mr. D,

TO YOTE.
Mr. Dudley

Me. Speaker: The amendment is lost,

Question, *° That the Bill be now read
the third time,”” put, and agreed to.

Bill read the third time, and passed.

fINCOME TAX (AMENDMENT)
BILL.

The Hon, Mr. J. H. B. Nihill (Legal
Secretary) : You will recollect, Sir, that
on Tuesday, in the absence of the Finan-
cial Secretary, I introduced the Income
Tax Amendment Bill, and I gave notice
that 1 will move the second reading
to-day. I should like to have your direc-
tion, Sir, because the Hon. the Acting
Financial Becretary is now a Member of
this House. DPerhaps it would be more
appropriate if 1 handed over the charge
of this Bill to him.

Mr. Speaker: Certainly.

The Hon. Mr. C. E. Jones (Acting
Financial Secretary): I move, Sir,—

That the Bill intituled ‘' An Ordinance to
amend the Income Tax Ordinance’, be now
read a second time.

Question put accordingly, and agreed
~to.

Bill read a second time.

1+ For the Observations of the Financial Secre-
tary and the Repori of the Board of Members,
sce HansArD of November 17, 1942.
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The Hon. Mr. Jones: With the appro-
val of the Board of Ministers, T beg to
move that the Bill be referred to a Com-
mittee of the whole House.

Question put azcordingly, and agreed
to.

In Committoe—

Me. SpEAKER presided as Chairman,

Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the
Bill. :

Cravse 2—(Amendment of Section 7
of Chapter 188).

The Hon. Mr. Jones: I move the fol-
lowing amendment to Clause 2 (1):

(i.) Re-letter paragraph (b) as paragraph (o).

(i..) Immediately after paragraph (a) insert the
following new paragraph (b):—

‘ (b) by ihe substitution, in paragraph (h),
for the words ** active list,”" of the
words '* active list (other than Mem-
bers of any such Horce raised in
Ceylon,” : and '

¥Mr. B. H. Aluwihare (Matale):
What is the reason for that amendment ?

The Hon. Mp, Jones: New Clause -
2 (1) (b) (hh) (i) is intended to exempt
from income tax not only the official em-
oluments but also any income not arising
in or derived from Ceylon of memebrs of
the Naval, Army or Air Force Services.
But it was not intended that the exemp-
tion. should inelnde members of the
Forces raised in Ceylon. The idea is that
active services personnel who are moving
from counfry to country should be
exempted but not the members of the
Ceylon Defence Torce.

*Mr. Aluwihare: What is the differ-
ence? Tt is merely a provision to
exempt English people and not Ceylon-
ese, because, Sir, after all Ceylonese
soldiers are fighting, and so are Hnglish
soldiers.

The Hon, Mr. Senanayake: Actually,
these people have come here for the pur-
pose of defending our country and not for
the purpose of residing here, and they
are not earning a living in this country.

The Hon., Mr. Nihill: Of course, the
House will realize that they are paying
British income tax.

Amendment agreed to.

Sub-clause (1), as amended, ordered
to stand part of the Clause.
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The Hon. Mr. Jones: I move, Sir, the
following amendment to Clause 2 (2):
line 4, for ‘' thirty-nine,” substitute ** thirty-
nine; and the amendment made in the said sec-
tion 7 (1) by paragraph (b) of the said sub-section
(1) ahall be deemed to have come into force on

the first day of October, nineteen hundtred and
forty-one.” .

*Mr. Aluwihare; Is there no way of
asking the British Govemment to give

us a share of the income tax they levy
from these people?

‘The Hon. Mr. Jones: This amend-
ment refers only to the Ceylon Defence

Force, and the British Government does

not levy income tax from the personnel
of the Ceylon Defence Force. This date
is put in because it was from this date
that the Ceylon Defence Force became
an Imperial commitment.

*¥Mr., Aluwibare: T was only dealing
with the remarks made by the Legal
Secretary, If, after all, these unfortu-
nate people have to pay income tax, why
should we not get the benefit of it?

Amendment agreed to.

Bub-elause (2), as amended, ordered to
stand part of the Clause.

The Hon. Mr. Jones: 1 move the fol-
lowing amendment to Clause 2 (3):

line 2, for ‘' parsgraph (b)"

** paragraph (¢) .
Amendment agreed to.

Sub-clause (3), as amended, ordered
to stand part of the Clause.

Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand
part of the Bill.

Clause 3, ordered to stand part of the
Bill.

aubstitute

Crause 4. —(Amendment of Section 52
of the Principal Ordinance).

Mr. H. E. Newnham (Nominated
Member) : T move, Sir, that in Clause
4 (1) (a) the words ** forty-two '’ be sub-
stituted for the words °* forty-one ™’
This Clause is designed to compel the
people who control a company to distri-
bute as much of the profits as possible
so that they will have to contribute more
income tax. It ecan reasonmably be
applied to the future. But the Bill as
drafted proposes to pursue the matter as
far back as 12 months or more. This
will deal with profits for last year, for
the year ending December 81, 1941. I

Deb'at.es.

Income Tax (Amendment) Bill.

2529

suggest that it should not be made as
retrospective as that. The annual gene-
ral meetings of these companies have
already been held and everything has
been done and finished on the basis of the
profits for thav year. I suggest that
“ 1942’ be substituted for “ 1941 .

The Hon. Mr. Jones: I .aust object
to the proposed amendment. There is a
point, no doubt, in the hon. Member’s
staterment that this is ‘retrospective. It
has to be remembered that income tax
amendments, even in the United King-
dom, are retrospective. But the
position here is thar there iz a Section
in the Tncome Tax Ordinance which gives
the power to the Income Tax Commis-
giomer to tawe esrtain steps if he has
reason to beliéve that a private company
consisting of not more than 5 members
has been taking steps to evade income
tax, That Section was not strong
enough for its purpose, and this is a
stronger Section which iz going to be
substituted for that. >

The argument against the hon. Mem-
bers’ proposal is that an honest company
has no reason to fear anything at all.
But the company that may have tried
some dodge or other and was not caught
under the old Bection is caught under
this Section which is stronger. I oppose
the suggested amendment.

Mr. Newnham: The Acting Financial
Secretary’s arcuments eancel each other.
He admits that the present Ordinance
has a provision for dealing with people
who evade the payment of income tax.
Precisely. I have no objection whatso-
ever to his dealing with people who evade
the tax, and an honest company has
nothing to fear under the present law.
But this does not deal with people who
evade income tax but with people who
for reasons other than that do not distri-
bute the profics. For instance, for the
very reason that they require the money
in the concern, or they want to save thab
money, they may not distribute it. A
case of that nature, I have come across
myself.

This provision is not intended to deal
with evasion of income tax which the
Financial Secretary admits can be dealt
with under the present law. That is
why I cuggest that we should not go
back on the savings of the people and
make this provision retrospective.
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The Hon, Mr. Jones: In reply to that,
I would point out that in the old Bection
as in the new, the Income Tax Commis-
sioner has full diseretion as to whether
he should use this Section or not, and
I think the honest comPany has no rea-
son to fear any penalty, :

“That the words
substituted for

Question® put,
“ forty-two ' be
words * forty-one,

The Committee divided (under Stand-
ing Order 68): Ayes, 8; Noes, 15.

The Chairman;
lost,

Clause 4 ordered to stand part of the
Bill.

Enacting Clause and Title ordered to
stand part of the Bill.

The Hon. Mr. Jones:
the Counecil do resume.

The amendment is

I move that

The Council having resumed—
Mz. SpEakeEr took the Chair.

Question, ““That the amendments
passed in Committee, be approved,’’
put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Mr. Jones: 1 move, Sir,
that the Bill be now read the third time,
and passed.

Question put accordingly, and agreed
to.

Bill read the third time, and passed.

{VILLAGE COMMUNITIES
(AMENDMENT) ‘BILL.

*The Hon, Mr. 8. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike (Minister of Local Administra-
tion) : This is a formal matter; this
Bill effects certain formal amendments
to the Village Communities Ordinance,
and I gave notice on Tuesday that 1
would move the second weading of the
Bill today.

I move,—

That the Bill intituled ** An Ordinance to
amend the Village Communities Ordinance ' be
now read ‘a second time.

Question ‘put accordingly, and agreed
to.

Bill read a second time.

+ For the Observations of the Financial Becre-
tary and the Report of the Board of Ministers,
see HANSARD of November 17, 1942,
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The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: With
the approval of the Board of Ministers,
I move that the Bill be referred to a
Committee of the whele Couneil.
Question put accordingly, and agreed
3 A

In Committee— /
Mg. Spraksr presided as Chairman.

(Clauses 1 to 28 ordered to stand part
of the Bill. '

Enacting Clause and Title.ordered to -
stand part of the Bill. v

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike; 1
move that Council do resume.

The Council having resumed—
Mg. SpeakEr took the Chair.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike; I
move that the Bill be now read the third
time and passed.

Question put accordingly, and agreed
to. :

Bill read the third time, and passed.

{SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES,
19%2-43.

The following item stood upon the
Addenda to the Orders of the Day:

The Leader of the Btate Coumcil to
submit for the approval of the Council
the Supplementary Estimates set out in
thig item, to present to the Counecil the
reports of the Board of Ministers on
such Estimates, and to move the Coun-
¢il into Cormnmittee to consider the same

(Chief Secretary.)
(1) Supplementary Estimate, 1942-43.

Head 5, Chief Secretary.

New Sub-head 14, Expenses of Cey-
lon Government Representative in In-
dia.

Amount: Rs. 52,295,

Observations of the Chief Secretary.

In view of the urgent neced of
creating a better understanding between
India and Ceylon and of securing
the speedy settlement of problems of
mutual concern that arise from time to
time between the two eountries including
questions of food supplies from India, the

1 Supplementary FEstimates (2) to (4) not

reproduced.
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Board of Ministers unanimously decided
to seek the approval of the Secretary of
State for the Colonies and of the Gov-
ernment of India to the appointment of
a Bpecial Representative of the Govern-
ment of Ceylon at Delhi. That approval
has been obtained.

The Board of Ministers, with the ap-
proval of His Excellency the Governor,
invited Sir Baron Jayatilaka to accept
the responsibilities of this high office.
The Government of India has warmly
welcomed the proposed selection of so
distinguished a person as Sir Baron Jaya-
tilaka to this post. Sir Baron has
agreed to go to India. An inquiry whe-
ther the Government of Ceylon would
agree to a proposal for a. Representative
of the Government of India in Ceylon
of similar status has been answered in
the affirmative,

The amount now asked ig for the 10
months commencing December 1, 1942,
Details of the expenditure are shown

below : —
1. Perconal Emoluments and Allowances :
Rs, Rs.
1 Ceylon Representative—salary
at Re, 2,500 per mensem 25 000
1 Personal Secretary to the
Ceylon Representative—salary
plus living allowanee and
rent allowance e B.800
1 Peon—salary plus living allow-
ance 995
31,295
2, Transport and Travelling :
Transport and Travelling in-
cluding local travelling 2,000
3. Other Expenditore:
Furnighed house for Ceylon Re-
presenfative at Rs. 600 per
mensem {actual expenditure to
be paid) - e 6,000
Entertainment (actual expendi-
ture to be paid) e 5,000
Adjustment for increased Income
Tax in India ... e 3000
Incidentals, including rent of an
office 3,000
19,000
Total 52,295
Note.—The Ceylon Representative

will use the Office Organisation of the
Supplies Department for his purposes.
There is therefore no additional cost on
account of secretarial staff, office rent,
incidentals, &e.

Observations of the Financial Secretary
The Financial Secretary concurs.
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Report of the Board of Ministers.

The financial implications are as ex-
plained in the observations of the Chief
Secretary. The Board of Ministers
approves.

The Hon, Mr. D. S. Senanayake (Min-
ister of Agriculture & Lands): May I
have the permission of the House *
move the motion standing in the name
of the Hon. Leader of the House,
with reference to the Bupplementary
Estimates.

*Mr. B. H. Aluwihare (Matale) : How
many days’ notice must be given of a
Supplementary Estimate?

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: That is
why I asked for the permission of the
House to move the item. Five days’
notice is required.

*The Hon. Mr, S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike (Minister of Local Administra-
tion) : T have no objection to the Minis-
ter of Agriculture and Lands moving
that item at this stage, but I must draw
his attention to the great urgency of
passing the Rent Restriction Bill,

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: It can be
taken up afterwards.

*The Hon. Mp. Bandaranaike: T do
not mind.

Mr. Speaker: The motion by the Min-
ister of Agriculture and Lands iz that
items 23 and 25, Supplementary Esti-
mates, of the Addenda to the Orders of
the Day be taken up at this stage. Suffi-
cient notice has not been given of these
items, and the Hon. Minister wants the
permission of the House to take them
up now. ,

*Mp. Aluwihare: T oppose the moving
of these items without the requisite
notice. The Ministers had plenty of
time fo give rotice. After all, every-
body knew of this; the Ministers had
it in mind even on the last date the
Council sat. The Minister of Agricul-
ture and Lands himself told us that this
project was being considered, and so one
would imagine that the Ministers had
plenty of time to give notice. Why is it
that this iz kept back for the last mo-
ment? As a matter of fact, I looked for
it in the Agenda and did not find it.
Then I thought that there would
be a Supplementary Hstimate in the
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Addendum to the Orders of the Day, as
always, to take us by surprise.

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: I can give
the reason. The reason was that we did
not get the final reply from India before
the Agenda was issued. Bo far as the
giving of notice to this House goes, as
has been Pointed out by.the hon. Mem-
ver, everyone has had notice of thiz mat-
ter for some time. It was known that
we were only waiting for,the reply from
the Indian Government. Admittedly
sufficient formal notice has not been
given, but really ample notice has been
given to the House, ag admitted by the
hon, Member, If we take up this item
for discussion today, it will save the
necessity for meeting again.

The Hon. Mr. G. E, de Silva (Minis-
ter of Health): The hen. Member with-
draws his opposzition.

*Mr. Aluwihare: If there is a reason,
it is all right.

Mr. Speaker: The House agrees then
to take up these Supplementary Isti-
mates, and to go into Committee to con-
sider them,

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: 1 move
that the Council do go into Committee
to  consider these Supplementary
Estimates.

Question put, and agreed to.
In Committee—
Mr. SrEaRER presided as Chairman.

(1) Ceylon Government Representative
in India.

The Hon, Mr. R. H. Drayton (Chief
Secretary) : 1 move, the Supplementary
Estimate under item 23, standing in my
name:

Head 5, Chief Secretary.

New gnb-head: 14, FExpenses of Ceylon Gov-
ernment Representative in India.

Amount: Rs. 52,206,

Mr. Chairman, this is the long-awaited
Supplementary Estimate in regard to
which there has been considerable public
discussion. The matter is now before
the Council at the earliest possible
moment, as the hon. Deputy Leader has
just explained.

There are two ways in which projects
like this can be put before the Couneil.
There are two ways of doing most things,
and probably, in regard to this matter,

* State Council of Ceylon
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there are some people who will think
that the way taken is the wrong way,
just as there are others who think that
the way taken is the right way. It was
possible for this Government to have put
the project before this Council very many
months ago, because it- is a project
which hag been very seriously considered
by the Board of Ministers for a long
pellod of time as h’twnv been wvitally
necessary.

As time passed and events have occurr-
ed, not merely from month to month,
but trom week to week, even from day
ta day, it has become more apparent that .
they were right in their view that it was
vitally necessary that, in present eir-
cumstances, this Government should
have in Delhi someone to represent them
in the many matters of very vital con-
cern that have occurred during this year
and which, quite obwviously, will continue
ta occur certainly so long as this
emergency lasts.

It is within the knowledge of this House
that the Hon. Leader himself went to
India recently specifically on what was
a limited duty namely, in regard to food
supplies. He was the third Minister
whom the Government found necessary
to send to Indig in regard to that partic-
ular question, ithe third Minister we
found necessary to send this year. Mr.
Chairman, it was the considered view of
the Board of*Ministeryg that it iz a very
desirable thing from the point of view
of Ceylon as s whole that not merely for
the purpose of the immediate problem
for which he went to India, but for much
wider purposes, it is highly desirable
that a person should be permanently at
Delhi to represent this Government
there. :

The functions of that representative
are deseribed in my Observations in the
widest possible terms, and deliberately
so described. They are described in
Lhese terms :

‘ the urgent need of creating a beiter undcr
standing between India and Ceylon

and of the urgent need:

** of gecuring the speedy settlement of i:rob]v.m&
of mutual concern that arise betweesn
the two countries."

That wide description, Mr. Chairman,
has been chosen because it is not desired
in any way to limit the functions of the
Represenfsabwe of the Government of
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Ceylon in Delbi in advance. We do
know from actual experience during the
last few months that there ave many
questions on which we would like to have
had someone m Delhi to be able to speal
on our behall at very short notice; not
merely on questions of food; we have
had labour questions: we had a problem
which quite recently came before this
Council. I may say that it is a small
problem, but it is one in regard to which
India feels that an explanation is re-
quired, and the explanation has been
given which has satisfied India; namely,
the provision which this Council thought
necessary to put into that controversial
measure, the Bill introduced by the
Minister of Loeal Administration for the
control of omnibuses: I refer to the
provisions in regard to the percentage
of Ceylonese capital in the companies
to whom licences could be granted.

There is another matter which is under
discussion between the two Govern-
ments; it has also been referred to in this
Council, namely, the questioa of Village
Tribunals and their jurisdiction. Those
are only two of the many matters which
oceur to me ag being matters still pend-
ing between the two Governments and
in regard to which one does feel that
Ceylon would be in a very much better
position if one had, not only a Represent-
ative at Delhi, but also the right: man.
On that point the Board of Ministers,
the Governor, the Secretary of State and
the Government off Tndia have no doubt
whatsoever in regard to the choiee made.
A1l four authorities are of the view that
the right choice has been made.

Now, Mr. Chairman, it ig a very large
thing to ask of one who has spent 4 very
long life in the politics of this country
and who has earned a reputation, not
merely for being a politieian, buti for
being a statesman, that today he should
cease fo take any further part in the
political life of this country, that he
should resign his Ministerial post, he
. should resign his seat in this Council,
and he should join that privileged and
pampered class of persons, namely. the
bureaucrats. Tt is a large thing to ask
of anyone to do it; that is fo say, if
one regards one's duties as being duties
that can be spoken of in those contemp-
tuous terms. But there ig another term
for ‘‘ bureauerat ', and that is
** public servant ’ '
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*Mpr. Aluwihare: Ambassador!

The Hon. Mr, Drayton——and that iz
* public servant.”” And my own view
is that it is because the Leader of the
House hag alway3s been a public servant,
and will continue to be one in this post,
that he is the right man for the post.

I beg to move that the Supplementary
Estimate be passed.

Mr. S. Samarakkody (Narammala):
The Hon. Chief Secretary has moved a
Supplementary Hstimate for which this

Couneil hag been waiting for a long time.

Als the outset, Bir, I should like to state

. that the action taken by the Board of

Ministers in connexion with their decision
to send a Representative to India and a
large staff—eall it the staff of the Chiet
Representative, or the Purchasing Orga-
nization, or what you will—all these
matters were not brought to the notice
of this House until the whole scheme had
been put into effect. In fact, we know
that Mr. Vaithianathan, the Purchasing
Commisgioner, or whatever the designa-
tion may be, who was stationed at Delhi
and who returned to the Island, has al-
ready been sent to India, and was seen
off by various Ministers. Yet nothing
was known to this House.

So that, that is the first point we must
remember. During the period of emer-
gency, when we decided to give a vote
of Rs. 20,000,000—we had a long discus-
sion about it the other day—we felt that
new underfakings, new res*ponsibilities,
new schemes would be brought before
this Houge at the earliest possible
moment. But, it was after further
questioning and some compulsion, as it
were, that we obtained the assurance
that at leagt the departure of the Leader
of the House from thig Council will not
be effected until a Supplementary Esti-
mate was placed before this House, and
T venture to submit that if by any chance
we did not get that assurance from the

nt benches, today the Leader would
be installed at Delhi without our
knowledge.

Now, let us examine the reasons given
by _the Board of Ministers for this step
that they are taking. You know, Sir,
the political history of this Island for the
last five or ten years. The Indian ques-
tion has loomed large, and many discus-
sions have taken place, with regard to the
question of Indian labour, with regard
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to the question of Indian settlers in this
country; and many conferences have been
held both in India and m Ceylon but ne
satisfactory arrangement has -been
arrived at yet. It wad'stated that these
questions should be postponed till after
the war, and the situation remaing just
the same.

Now, it requires more than a mere
statement to convince the people of this
country of the necessity for this post.
It is'true that three Ministers have been
to India and earlier, one had also gone
to Rangoon, in connexion with the food
%upphes of this country.

We know the history, at least we know
the achievements of some of those mis-
sions. On his first visit to India, the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture and Lands was
able to persuade the Indian Government
to agree to the release of 38,000 tons of
rice to be exported to Cevlon. There
were many difficulties subsequent to his
arrival here, because the Indian Govern-
ment, rieiayed issuing the permits for
the rice, with the result that the quota
allowed for that particular month could
not be exported during that month; so
that the quantity received fell far short
of expectations.

In order to expedite the issuing of per-
mits and to remove certain difficulties
as regards shipping, the Hon. Minister
of Labour, Industry and Commerce went
to Delhi, and after many conferences he
managed to settle the matter with re-
gard to permits, and a large quantity of
rice did arrive monthly; it may he short
of 88,000 tons—the qguota promised—
but as far az I know, T think we received
something like 25,000 tous, or perhaps
more.

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: No, less

than 25,000 tons.

Mr. Samarakkody; { am informed
that it was less than 25,000 tons. 1T do
not think that is correct, I should like
to get that information from the Hon.
Minister of Labour, Industry and
Commerce.

The Hon., Mr, Senanayake: T am in
charge of * Food ", and 1 can give the
correct nformation. Tt was less than
95,000 tons; it was 19,000-0dd tons a
month, That is _an authoritative sfate-
ment.

State Council of Ceylon
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My, Samarakkody: I will accept that
3, 000-0: we will make it a
round figure and call it 20,000, 8o that,
Sir, the net resuit of the visit of the Hon.
Minister of Labour, Industry and Com-
merce was that 20,000 tong of rice did
come to Ceylon.

*The Hon. Mr. G. C. 8, Corea (Min-
ister of Labour, Industry & Commerce) :
Per month.

Mr. Samarakkody: Yes, monthly.
That is about 50 per cent. of the original
promise.

Now,

let us qee whether a further mis-
sion is necessary at the present time in
Let us con-
sider the achievements of the last mis-
sion led by the ITon. Minister of Home
Affairs and Leader of the House. He
made a statement to this House which
was exammned by me at an early date,
and I pointed out rightly that the net
result of hiz mission was that the Indian
Government would be aiming at sending
20,000 tons. Now I leave it to hon.
Memibers to judge for themselves how
suceesstul the Leader has been in obtain-
ing a larger quota of rice and other food
supplies.

Liet us further examine what arrange-
ments he has made with the Indian
Governiment for the export of this rice.
As far as I understand, the Government
of Madras has undertaken to export, at
least to buv on behalf of the Ceylon
Government, about 15,000 tons of rice.
The reason for that arrangement is that
if the Ceylon Government, through its
various representatives, were to enter the
rice market and try to buy this rice, pri-
ces would go up, and it is to the best
advantage of Ceylon that the rice should
be bought through a Governmental
source; and for that purpose the Madras
Government has kindly agreed to pur-
chage this 15,000 tons for us.

Now, for what purpose, 1 ask vyou, is,
a mission costing nearly Rs.100,000——

The Hon. Colonel J. L. Kotalawala

(Minister of Communication & Works) :
Rz. 50.000. '

Myr. Samarakkody : Why must we send
such a mission for the purpose of obtain-
ing the balance amount of 5,000 tons of
rice? These are questions that baffle the
public at large. In faet, with regard to
the appointment—TI shall deal with the
person later—I think there iz absolutely
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no justification for such an appointment
as far as obtaining food supplies is eon-
cerned.

Apart from that, Sir, as far as the
political question is concerned, we had
Si Girja Shankar Bajpai and other
leaders who conferred with the Ministers,
and our point of view is very well known
to India. I do not know whether nego-
tiations in the political field are going
to be reopened by our representatives.
If 8o, this House ought to be informed,
because there are certain conclusions this
House has come to and certain direc-
tions it would like to give in thiz matter,

The Chairman: The hon. Member is
going on to a new point. The sitting is
suspended till 4.30 p.m.

Sitting accordingly suspended wuntil
4.30 p.sn. and then resumed.

Mr. Samarakkody: Sir, when we ad-
journed for tea, I was saying that there
was no reason on the ground of getting
food supplies, for sending a Representa-
tive to India.

At the very outset I stated that the
Board of Ministers have not been fair
by this House in not informing it of the
arrangements made with regard to the
Purchasing Commissioner who has been
sent to India. I understand that already
some scheme has been drawn up of
which we know nothing. Some repre-
sentatives in various provinces in India
have been appointed without any refer-
ence to their credentials or suitability to
hold responsible positions as agenfs or
semi-ggents, or whatever you may call
thein, of the Ceylon Government.

It has been brought to my notice that
in Bombay a gentleman by the name of
Mr. Singham has been appointed. T am
eredibly iuformed that there are certain
claimsg against him by some English firm,
and that there is a good deal of corres-
pondence in connexion with these claims,
with the Director of Commerce and In-
dustries. Apart from that, there are
various allegations made against him,
both in India and outside India, with
regard to his business status. I also
understand that he has been selected as
one of the Trade Representatives of this
Government in Bombay.
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I just casually mention this case. I
should like to know who is responsible
for making these selections. 1 should
like to know whether it is the Hon. Min-
ister of Home yAffairs who made the
selections. Have those responsible for
these appointinents gone into the cre-
dentialg of these agents? I should also
like to know whether it is proposed wo
give a chance to Ceylonese businesg men
in India, or is it proposed entirely to
depend on foreign business people?

Let us for a moment go back to the
question of the necessity for appointing
a Ceylon Representative for the purpose
of settling various political disputes that
may arise. Aj I stated earlier, the out-
gtanding questions and problems have
been gone into by both the‘Indian and
the Ceylon Governments. Certain ten-
tative proposals and agreements have
been made, but no official sanction o
these agreements has been forthcoming.
The reason for it may be the present
ermergency.

So that, we must be told for what pur.
pose this Representative is going to
India. Is he going merely as an orna-
ment? The public are left guessing as
to the real purpose for which the Hon.
Leader of the House has been selected
for this appointment. It has been long
felt by many Members of this House, as
well as by the general public, that the
Hon. Leader, for whom I personally
have the highest respect and regard as
a political leader, a social and religious
worker, is no longer a suitable person for
the leadership of this House. I have the
utmost respect and regard for him; what
I have to say is not to disgrace or demean
him, but we must see that if this
appointment is necessary, we send the
right man for the job.

Bir, at the present moment, even if the
purpose is the establishment of bette-
relations with the Indians, who we feel
are not well disposed towards Ceylon as
a result perhaps of certain misunder-
standings and misrepresentations made,
we must congider whether the Hon.
Leader ig the most suitable man to send
if we are to sueceed in that mission. T
shall give you my reasons. I do not
think the Hon. Leader is in any way
suitable for achieving that object.

Look at the position in India. The
great.national leaders of India are in-
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carcerated. Every important nationa-
list, every importnt leader of the people
in India is behind prison bars; and today
we are supposed to be sending a mission
and a Representative to win over the
Indians to our point of view and to bring
about bettir relations. That is utterly
sosurd,

Sir, as you know, when Pundit Jawa-
harlal Nehru was in Ceylon, some of us
had the opportunity—and I say-the good
fortune—to meet him at any rate casu-
ally. “We know what type of men the
Indian Leaders are. When Pandit
Nehru addressed various public meetings
in Ceylon, he made it abundantly clear
that the Tndian problem was only a small
one as far as the Indians were concern-
ed. After all, to 450,000,000 people, the
question of 200,000 nationals is a wvery
small problem.

So that is the point that we must re-
member. We must respect India
We must treat her as an equal and not
as a foreigner. That is the point.
They were rather hurt about the way in
which we spoke of things, because,
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru definitely
stated that we should have consulted
Tndia before we took certain steps.
That was the grouse the Indian people
had.

Tt is true that eertain trade interests
here may represent certain businesses
in India. But why hag it suddenly be-
come a matter of paramount impertance
that a Representative should go to India
from Ceylon? All these years we have
managed our affairs without a Represent-
ative. Today we arve only concerned
about getting goods from India, and we
are gefting the goods from every quarter
from where it is possible to obtain goods.
In the course of the Hon. Leader’s
statement) to this House, he made it
abundantly clear that even on the last
occasion, when the quota of rice fell
short, it was not due to the handling of
the matter by the Indian Government;
it wag due to local difficulties, such as
shortages, freight troubles and various
connected difficulties,

1 say, that unless we are going to meet
the Indian leaders, the national leaders
with whon we can have free discussion.
not only with regard to lompepolilicel
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future, but also with regard to trade
and other relations, ithere is no mneed to
go and negotiate with those who are
there, to lock after, not Indian interests,
buip their own interests. So, it is stupid
and utterly absurd for the Hon. Leader
of the House to go there, wine and dine
with the Vieeroy's Private Seeretary or
the Governor of a Province, waste all
this public money, and for us merely to
say that Ceylon’s Representative has
gone there to gettle problems that may
arise from time to time.

I say that apart from that, if we are
sending a Representative to India, we
must go and negotiate with the people
who can deliver the goods. It is no
good entering into agreementg with some-
body who cannot deliver the goods. So,
whether we are going to have {rade agree-
mentg or other agreements with regard
to labour, we must wait until a stable
Government comes into existence in
India. That will be the time for us to
send a Representative to discuss the out-
standing problems of the day. Besides,
we must examine the political career of
the Hon. Leader of the House to see
whether he is the most suitable man to
be sent to India and is one in whom the
Indian public will have confidence. If
vou examine his political career, you
will find that he ig not a suitable man to
send lespecially af a time when there
is so much antagonism between the
British Government and Indian National-
ists. It will be a waste of time and
money to try to negotiate with a party
who is so stubborn and so foolish ag bo
mess the problem by denying to the
Indian people the right to govern them-
gelves.

The Hon. Colonel Kotalawala: What
about Mr. Jinnah? '

Mpr. Samarakkedy: I know the views
of the Hon. Leader of the House. In
1915 we remembered him as a greater
leader of the people and an opponent of
the Government. He had then been to
jail sccidentally, and he thereby came
into. fame. Far a long time since
then he was with the. people, but you
know what hig position has been of late.
He has now become a 100 per eent. Gov-
ernment man. The British Government
hagnmotna better and stronger pillar of
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support in this part of the world than
the Hon  Leader of the House.

The Hon. Colonel Kotalawala: There
is Mahatma Gandhi.

Mr. Samarakkody: We are asked to
send this gentleman to India as our
Representative. Whatever his other
-qualitieg may be, asg far as I know, he is
one who has an utter contempt for the
Indian mationalist movement; he is one
who hag no respect for Indian leaders.
{MemeERS : Question!] He will go there
merely for the purpose of dining and
wining with the * big guns '’ across the
water. I say that it is utterly absurd
to send him there as our Representative.

Apart from that, do the people of this
-country have any confidence in the
Leader of the House? 1 say, no. You
will remember the incident connected
with the Bracegirdle Inquiry, when the
conduct of the Hon. Leader was in ques-
tion, when the evidence he gave before
that Commission of Inquiry was not
accepted.

*Mr. R. S. 8. Gunawardana (Gam-
pola) : But we passed a vote of confi-
dence in him.

Mr, Samarakkody: The (Commis-
-sion held that his version of the incident
could not be aceepted. This Couneil,
however, felt that he was in the right
and we all, including myself, joined in
that_vote of confidence in him. I will
tell ‘the reason why 1, among others,
supported that resolution of confidence
in him.

The Chairman:
‘history ?

Why go into old

Mr. Samarakkody: It is very neces-
sary to show why we supported that vote
‘of confidence in him. We supported it
‘because of a confidence trick played on
us, because we were given to believe that
the time for resignation had not then
‘arrived, becaise we were told that the
moment for the Minister to fight the
issue by resigning his seat was when
‘Mr. Banks, the Inspeector-General of
Police, returned to Ceylon. On those
‘grounds, seme of us who met the Leader
‘of the House thén and discussed the

Debates.

Supplementary Estimates.
2537

matter with him felt that we should
support the resolution of confidence in
him.

But today if we take an honest vote
as to whether ~ve want the Leader of
the House to remain ag our Leader, we
would get 99 per cent. of the people
saying “‘No”’. However, if you bring a
vote'of no-confidence in him, he wul
succeed in getting it defeated because of
the, personal position he Helds in the
country as a religioug leader. The weak-
nesg of our Members is such that we
cannot detach the personal element from
any question of public importance; we are
moved by considerations of the man
rather than by his werits. That ig the
curse of this country.

I have the greatest respect for the
Hon. Leader, but I say that his appoint-
menti ag our representative in India at
this time of the day is unwarranted,
He may be a first-class leader to send
to China or fo Europe, or even to Japan,
on a Buddhist mission; or perhaps he
may be sent to Germany for the purpose
of negotiating for peace. There are
various other capacities in which the
Hon. Leader could have heen employed.
For instance, there is the Ceylon Uni-
versity which has come into existence.
His culture is admired and respected by
every Member of this House and by
every member of the public. A seat as
the Vice-Chancellor or even as the Chan-
cellor of that University would have
been a fitting recognition of his services,
of hig culture and learning. But for this
particular job of being our Representa-
tive in India, I say the Leader of the
House is thoroughly unsuyitable.

There is a feeling in the country that
the Hon. Leader is not going to India
of his owa desire and that ecertain
pressure has been brought to bear on him
to relinquish Lis seat.

*Mr. S. BAbeywickrama (Udugamia):
By whom? :

"Mr. Samarakkody: Pressure
from within and without.

both
The Hon. Colonel Kotalawala: What
is the pressure from within?

‘Mr. Samarakkody: A Minister asks
me what I mean by ‘‘ pressure from
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within.’” After the proposal to send »
Representative to India was published,
1 asked a Minister whom 1 ran across for
what ‘earthly reason th#y were sending
the Hon. Leader of the House ¢o India.
Hig reply to my question was—I do not
know whetner it was in jest or in earnest
1 do not know, but you will congra-
tulate us on getting rid of him'.
[Interruption.]

The Hon. Mr. G. E. de Silva (Minis-
ter of Health): He must have palled
yourleg (Interruption). :

Mr. Samarakkody: If Members press
me, I will come out with the name of the
Minister.

So that, there is a certain feeling in

the country that this is an attempt to get
rid of the Hon. Leader of the House.
Such action is utterly unfair by the coun-
try. 1If that is the motive of the Board,
of Ministers in sending the Hon, Leader
of the House to India, if the Board of
‘Ministers feel that the Hon, Leader has
served his full term of usefulness,
there are Constitutional methgds of
getting rid of him. They should
bring to bear on him all manner
of pressure to resign his seat, and
if he does not relinquish his seat, the
House should have the courage of con-
viction to pass a vote of no-confidence in
him. Instead of dolng that, the most
curious method has been adopted, of (as
Members of Parliament would put it)
kicking him upstairs. The Hon. Leader
of the House has been kicked upstairs!
A ‘‘ cushy '’ job has been tound for him,
a job in which he will have nothing to do
hag been created, and he is to be sent to
India because it is felt that he is no
longer useful in the sphere of politics.

I do not know whether it iz on any
truth that these rumours are based,
but public opinion is that there is some
truth in it, because every man in this
country feels that this is an utterly ab-
surd appointment. Nothing will be
achieved at this moment even if the Min-
ister of Agriculture and Lands or any
other Minister were to go to India for the
purpose for which it is gought. to send
the Hon. Leader. I have to speak out on
this occasion, because 1 have to voice
not only my own sentiments on this pro-
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posal, but also the sentimeuts of the
people whom I represent. I haye spoken
to several people in my constituency
about this matter, and every one of them:
feels that this is an utterly unnecessary
job. (Interruption). The hon. Member
for Gampola (Mr. R. 8. 8. Gunawardana)
interrupts me. 1 know that he is a very
good advocate and I am anxiously wait-
ing to listen to his advocacy in a few
minutes. :

#Mr. R. S. S. Gunawardana:
SOITY.

1 ame

Mpr. Samarakkody: I hope he will not
disturb me when I am speaking. As I
said, this is not the time to send a repre-
sentative to India. Let us await the
time when we will be able to negotiate,.
on equal terms, with the party who will
be in a position to deliver the goods.

Whatever other prophets may say, 1
am sure that before long, either with or
without the consent of Britain, India will
be a free country, either as part of the
British Empire or outside it. That will
be the time when, I hope, Ceylon will
also gain freedom and occupy a similar
position as India, either within or without
the Empire. Then will be the fime for
us to send our representative to India to
negotiate a lasting agreement so that the
peoples of India and Ceylon may feel that
they are one and whole-heartedly work
for one purpose only,

1 do hope that my eriticism will not be-
taken as something directed personally
against the Hon. Leader of the House.
As I have said, I have the highest res-
pect for him ag a man. But as far as
the post is concerned—the interests of the
post are concerned—and even if we admit
that this is partly a commercial job
where he will have to meet merchants
and make arrangements for thes purchase
of foodstuffs, the Hon. Leader is unsuit-
able. I do hope that hon. Members who
have heard my views will not pass this
Supplementary Estimate.

Before that T would also like to put
this question to the Board of Ministers.
Are we going to be given an assurance
that, in the event of the Leader of the:
House giving up ‘this job, it would be
filled by another officer? Or is this job to:
be kept for another Minister who is to be:



Nov. 19, 1942]

kicked upstairs? Or is this a convenient
method devised by the Board of Ministers
for getting rid of unwanted persons?

Mr. H. de Z. Siriwardana (Negombo) ;
1 rise to join my hon. Friend the Member
for Narammals, (Mr. Bamarakkody) in en-
tering an emphatic protest against the
procedure adopled by the Board of
Mimisters in making this appointment.

Although the Daily News and the
Times reported that the Leader of the
House was going as an ambassador to
India, we knew nothing at all aboutl it.
Iiven when the hon, Member raised this
question the other day, the Hon, Minis-
ter of Agriculture and Lands said that
there was no such intention and that the
time would come for a vote to be taken on
this question. But it now appears that
they have made all arrangements, and
also made representations to the Secret-
ary of State and to the Government of
India in this connexion. It also appears

that they have made all arrangements and -

worked out the details' and are now com-
ing before the House for the necessary
money.

We wish to know what the Hon. Lead-
er is going to do; whether he is going to
India as our ambassador; whether
Ceylon, a* Colony, can appoint an
ambassador to another Colony. We also
wish to know whether, when the Hon,
Leader has been appointed our ambassa-

“dor or agent in India, we can make
representations to the Indian Govern-
ment direct. At present, if we want to
make any representations, we have to
do so to the Sceretary of State. I wish
to know whether we will be able to. make
any representation to the Government of
India through our Representative.

Mr. H. W. Amarasuriya (Galle): No.

Mr. Siriwardana: If we will not be
able to do that, I do not know what use
we can make of our Representative in
Tndia.

I hope the Hon, Leader of the House
will not consider my remarks as being
personal. T have the greatest respect for
him, and T think he has a record of public
service which none of the other Members
of this House can boast of. He started
his public life before either the hon.
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Member for Narammala (Mr. Samarak-
kody) or I was born. But with regard to
this appointment, as the hon, Member
said, we have to represent not only our
views but also the views of our electo-
rates, and I can tell the House that my
electorate thinks this is o ‘useless
appointment.

With regard to the appointment itself,
I think it would be better to appoint &
younger man if it is absolutely necessary
to make this appointment. But I say
that it is not necessary to do so. How-
ever useful a man may be, he cannot
work well when he comes to a cerfain
stage. There will come a time when he
is unable to give the same attention to
work as he did in his younger days. The
Hon. Leader is not going to India only
to obtain foodstuffs; he is going there as
our Representative.

Bome of the younger Members of this
House are afraid that he is too old for
that job, and that in his anxiety to get us
food he might sacrifice our interests.

“You know, Mr, Chairman, that Marshal

Petain, who was at one time a great
soldier, had the entire confidence of the
French people. We know how he is
being led by others to-day. That is due
to his old age.

If it is absolutely necessary to appeint
a representative I feel that it would be
far better to send a younger man. But
my opinion is that this appointment is
absolutely useless.

On the last oceasion, we spent over
Rs. 20,000; and what was the result?
We read the report of the Hon. the Lead-
er the other day. The resultisnil. The
only thing we learned was that he had
been so many days in Madras, so many
days in Caleutta, and so en. Although
the Government of India promised to
send us 36,000 tons of rice, they were
unable to do so. * They now say that they
will try to send 20,000 tons monthly.

My own opinion is that instead of send-
ing a Representative to India, it would
be far better to spend that money in im-
proving food production in this country.
Although we voted Rs.. 20,000,000 for
emergency works, I am not satisfied with
the amount spent on food production in
this country.

It ig true that we have appointed a
large number of (HEmergency) Assistant
Government Agents. They hold meetings
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and ask the people to produce food. But
how can they produce food when they
have no manure? I think practically 99
per cent. of the landsin my electorate
are cultiavted with coconut, einnamon,
and rice. It is only a few acres that re-
main uncultivated. The only cultiva-
tion that the people can engage in is
the cultivation of yams like eassava and
vegetables. We can do that for one or
two years, but we cannof continue it
vear after year because we have 0
manure.

We cannot cultivate our fields because
our minor irrigation works are mnob
attended to. This matter was brought
to the notice of the Hon. Minister of
Agriculture and Tands. FEven if the
Hon. Minister is willing to construct ani-
cuts and undertake minor frrigation
works, he cannot do so because there is
no cement available. Even if we were
able to obtain the cement, we will find
that there are no Irrigation Engineers
available.

In my electorate I tried to get some
elas cleared. I found that this work
could not be attended to because the En-
gineer was busy engaged on other work.
Tf you approach him he will say that he
has not the necessary plans.

My idea is that instead of sending dele-
gates to India, we must spend a great
deal of money in improving agriculture.
We have no manure abt present. We
must spend about Rs. 1,000,000 and ob-
fain manure from other countries. We
have no cement. We must enlist the
help of the Commander in Chief and
procure cement from India or some other
country.

. T oppose this vote.

Dr. A. P. de Zoysa (Colombo South) :
I take an entirely different view of this
matter, especially because we are told
that the Hon. Leader of the House should
be our Representative in India. 1 have
heard the Hon. the Chief Secretary on
many occasions; and on every oceasion
I felt that I was listening to Mr. Dray-
ton. To-day, however, I thought 1 was
listening to the Hon. the Chief Secre-
tary, and not to Mr. Drayton.

1 was trying to find out actually why
the Hon. Leader should leave these
chores at a time when the country wants
the experience, the knowledge and the
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advice of a venerable leader like Sir Baron
Jayatilake. T was wondering whether
India was going to declare war on us, or
whether India was going to invade
Ceylon. These are days when one nation
fights another nation or attacks another
nation without a declaration of war.
They can take us by surprise. Whatever
the emergency may be, can you imagine
the Prime Minister of England giving up
his job, resigning the office of Prime
Minister and going as ambassador fo the
United States? He may go and attend
to certain matters, but he will not reside
there.

T thought there must be something ex.
tremely important which not only re-
quired the immediate attention of the
Hon. Leader but was a matter to which
nobody else but he could attend. That
was at least what I expected to hear.
But, Qir, from the remarks of the Chief
Secretary, T find that this proposal is
definitely a disrespect to the leader of a
representative body like the Ceylon State
Council. To ask the Teader of the House
to resign at a time when his advice is
necessary at Board meetings, at War
Councils and other Councilg is a thing
that cannot be thought of.

Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam( Point Ped-
ro) : He wants to go!

Dr. de Zoysa: Just think of it—that
such a leader should be sent out of the
counfry! And what for? To be blunt—
to be our Trade Representative.

The Hon. Colonel Kotalawala: No.

Dr, de Zoysa: Well, you can éall him
an ambassador or give him any other
name; but what are you actually doing?
Ts it worthy of us to allow the Hon. Lea-
der to become a bureaucrat. Aecording
to the new interpretation of the Chief
Secretary, we are all bureancrats. He
says that a public man is a bureancrat,
that a public servant is a bureauerat; and
therefore the Hon, Leader is not taking
up & pettv job after resigning his seat
in Counecil. Tt is a dishonour to him
that he should go to India as an Agent
of the Governmenit.

If the Chief Becretary had convinced
us that Indian feeling against us was so
great that we must send a person whom
the country respects to be detained as a

v
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hostage in India, it would be a different
matter. Then I could have appreciated
it and understood it. If it was said that
the treatment of Indians in Ceylon was
so bad that India was incensed against us
and we must give hostages, and there-
fore we must send the Hon Leader of
the House, I eould have understood it.

Mr. Samarakkody: Send all the Min-
isters | ;

Dy. de Zoysa: But the Chief Secretary
does not say that. The reasons given by
the Chief Secretary are not at all con-
vineing. That iz why I said that T did
not hear Mr. Drayton today but the Chief
Secretary.

Then, are we to understand that the
Hon. Leader is going as a spy to India?
If that is so, let us pay him, not
Rs. 2,500, a month, but much more. I
am sure the Hon. Leader would not
accept sueh a job. But then, what is he
going for? When the Hon. Leader was
in India he met the Indian leaders, Gov-
ernment officials and others and told
them that there was no feeling against
the Indians in Ceylon; that is all.

1 do not think anyone will say
that there is any feeling in this country
against the Indians as such, or against
the British or against any nationality.
But there is distinetly feeling against the
Indians, against the British and other
foreigners where exploitation is concern-
ed, where people feel that they have
certain rights with regard to trade or eco-
nomic matters like employment. It
. they feel that foreigners are taking away
their jobs, there may be bad feeling.
But can that be removed by sending
some person to India to say, °‘ Oh,
there ig no such feeling here ' ?

Let us take it for granted that there is
actually feeling against foreigners in this
country. In every country there is a
certain element of feeling against foreig-
ners when the people of the country feel
that foreigners are exploiting the country;
or it may be due to petty trade jealousies
due to competition. Whatever it be, if
there is bad feeling in this country, it ean
be removed by getting the Hon. Leader
of the House to advise the people. Not
only by advising the people, but by start-
ing a campaign, we can have better relab-
ions with Indians established in this
country. If there is bad feeling, it must
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be removed by our conduct, by our actions
in this country rather than by sending the
Leader of the House to India.

Sir, supposing the Hon. Leader is
there as our izpresentative, can he
remove the misrepresentations made by
the Indians resident in Ceylon? Bo
long as the Indiang resident in Ceylon
feel that they are badly treated, they
will 'send messages to their friends com-
plaining about it, and that can be re-
moved by action here and not by our
having a Representative in India who, on
formal occasions, will appear before the
Indian public and say, * Oh, there is no
feeling against Indians in Ceylon *’

Then we are told that there is the ques-
tion of the Village Communities’ Ordin-
ance, the question of the franchise for
the Indians here, and so on. These are
matters which, I think, we have practi-
cally settled; and there is no feeling
about them; it has actually died.
Indian leaders came here; they had dis-
cussions, and reached agreements. I do
not think there iz muchi feeling in India
about, these matters. But even if there
is such feeling, T say that it can be re-
moved by action here and not by send-
ing the Hon. Leader to India to say that
such Ordinances have not been passed.
If the Village Communities’ Ordinance
refuseg to give the franchise to Indians,
it is for ug to amend that Ordinance and
by that gesture show that we have no
fBLll'[‘lU against the Indians. That will
bpeak for itself rather than the sending
of a Representative to deny what actually
existyg here. What will be the position
of the Hon. Leader when he actually
feels that the Indians do not beheve
him?

*Mr, Ponnambalam: Appoint a Com-
mission |

Dr. de Zoysa: Then there is the ques-
tion of labour. The Chief Secretary says
that this is a question on which we ought
to have a better understanding, and I
think T have pointed out that better
understanding can be brought about, not
by sending a Representative to India, but
by our actions in this country.

The Chief Secretary speaks of the
speedy seftlement of problems. What
are the problemg that can be speedily
settled by such a Representative there
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who has the authority of this House to
enter into such agreemets? Now, I ask
this question, and I believe it is quite per-
tinent: to whom is thés Representative
responsible, is he responsible to the Chief
Secretary, is he responsible to the Gov-
ernment, or is he responsible to this
Touse ?

*Mp, Abeywickrama: All three.
#Mpr, Ponnambalam: How can he?

Dr. de Zoysa: If he is responsible to
this House, what power have we given
him to make agreements? We have not
agked him fo enter into certain matters
with regard to labour and such problems.
Supposing our Representative says, with-
out our authority; that the Indians will
be given the franchise, and we here de-
cide otherwise, what will be the position ?
We must know distinely what his work
ig going to be.

Is it a matter of sending someone
simply to be able to say, ** We have a
Representative there. Give him an easy
time ’? If anyone were to say that this
is a reward or a pension for the Hon.
Leader’s services, 1 would say, ™ No 7,
or is it, as the hon. Member for Naram-
mala (Mr. Samarakkody), said a gentle
riddance? We are all not agreed that
the Hon. Leader is useless to us. He
may have his failings, and there may be
oceasions when we may not agree with
him, but that doeg not mean that the
Hon. Leader, at a time like the present,
should go to India; and go to India for
the purpose of securing 5,000 tons of
rice.

Tt is not 5,000 tons, but 10,000 tons of
rice or more that should be demanded
from the Indian Government 'so long as
there is a distinct Indian population’ in
this country. We must feed them, and
it India hag anything t> spare, it must
be demanded from her. But we need
not do that. This Rs. 50,000 can be
well utilized for food production. It can
be given to the villagers to produce more
{ood, and the time will come when, ins.
tead of begging for food from India, we
would be able perhaps-to send rice to
India.

Sir, there is another purpose for which
T would wish to see the Hon. Leader
go to India; that is—I do not know; I
have not had the honour of learning it
from him—there are some people in
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Ceylon, especially Buddhists, who think
it would be an act of merit to die in their
holy land, near Benares or near the place
where Buddha attained enlightment,
near Saranath. 1 do pot think that the
Hon. Leader contemplates passing the
remainder of his life in India.

But there ig anothen way of his being
of permanent use to us, not only to
India, but in Ceylon as well, that is, for
him to put on the yellow robe and become
s monk and give back to India what is
due from Ceylen. India sent Mahinda
to us, and now it is time for a Mahinda
from Ceylon to go to India and give back
the Buddhist culture to the Indians. If
for that purpose someone is to be sent to
India then, I think, we should vote not
Rs. 50,000 but lakhg and lakhs. The
Government need not spend that money.
Some of the great Buddhist leaders
should be prepared to spend all the neces-
sary money o convert India again
to Buddhist thought and culture.

So much for the necessity for this vote.
Now let us examine this vote on the ques-
tion of economy. 'This is the time when
Government, from the Governor down to
the pettiest official, use an envelope a
hundred times over. They write on one-
eighth of a sheet of paper, and that too
on both sides; all that for the sake of
economy.

If that is so, T ask, cannot thizg work
be entrusted to a trusted, tried Govern-
ment official, or a bureaucrat as the
Chief Secreary said, a bureauerat who he
knows will be better suited by reason of
hig experience and his ability? If that
were done, there would not only be a
saving of expenditure but we could also
be sure that the officer concerned would
carry out the work entrusted to him
efficiently. Sir, the Hon. Leader who is
to be sent now is going to meet the
bureaueratic Government of India; and
that is all the more reason why a

bureauerat—I mean a Civil Servant—

should be gent to India who would in all
probability be the better person to trans-
act business with the Civil Service Gov-
ernment of India.

Then, again, is it mecessary that we
should ask India who our Representative
should be? The Chief Secretary said
that we had asked India whether the
Hon, Leader would be acceptable as our
Representative. By doing that—I do
not think ithe Chief Secretary or the
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Board of Ministers meant it—we have
actually shown to the world that we
have no one outside this Council
who could be entrusted with an
important mission like this. To my
knowledge there are people in Jaffna, in
the Kandyan and the Low-country pro-
vinces, who, though not now in Council
have been politicians, and are known for
their ability, who have been knighted,
and who would be prepared, if they
are convineed of it, to serve their coun-
try by spending on. their own and going
on a mission lke this. But have you
tried that avenue? Does the Chief See-
retary suggest that the country is so poor
of people that we have no man outside
this Council who ean be entrusted with a
mission like this today? These are
questions which we should ask. To my
knowledge—TI do not know all the people,
yet of the people I know—I can think of
a dozen people who will undertake this
task, people who are able and experienced
and people who will be honoured
not only by the Indians but also by the
people of this country.

Then, has the Hon, Leader told us
what he actually did in India? He has
only told us that he wisited Delhi,
Bombay and Madras. He ought to
have told us what his difficulties were;
and if he had made out a case that unless
he and he alone goes to India no more
rice could be obtained, then we would
have agreed to passing this vote. Heono-

* mically, T say that we are spending more
money than is necessary.

I do not think the Hon. Leader though
he can be useful in this Council and in
the country, is fitted for this mission.
We are actually dishonouring the coun-
try. We are making the country look
ridiculous’ in the eyes of the world by
taking such a step. Let us be honest
to ourselves. We are all agreed that the
Hon. Leader’s services are extremely
necessary to-day. If he is to be sent
away, as was suggested, for the purpose
of getting rid of him, then, I think, it is
a very mean way of getting rid of a
person whom they do not want. T want

* the Board of Minigters to be honest,
upright and to say, * We do not want
him . ;

Sir, the country does not understand
this mission. People say that one Min-
ister went to India and brought in so
many tons of rice; another Minister went

Debates.

Supplementary Estimates.

25643

there and brought in less; and the Hon.
Lieader went to India and brought in the
least quantity of rice. Added to all that,
we want him to go back again.

The question ¢f food is supposed to be
not the only problem. Then the ques-
tion is, what are the other important pro-
blems? I ask again is India going to in-
vade us, or are we to be attacked by
India? Are there any problems of em-
ergency which cannot be solved unless
the Hon. Leader goes to India? Surely
if the Ministers do not want to announce
it publicly, they can at least hold s secret
meeting of the House and tell us what
the position is.

Judging from the remarks of the Hon.
the Chief Secretary, there is nothing to
show that an emergency exists, nor a
great need or purpose for a representative
in India who is likely to misrepresent us.
I do not say that the Hon. Leader will
deliberately do it, but he is such a vener-
able old gentleman that he might gay
something which might not be acceptable
to the Indians. We must send a tried
diplomat, if we want certain things to be
gettled. The Hon. Leader of the House
is a Buddhist who will never tell a thing
that is untrue. If he does not do that,
then his diplomacy may prove a failure.
I think the Chief Secretary will be the
first person not only to regret the
appointment of the Hon, Leader but to
immediately recall him to the Island,

Sir, we should considér this matter
very carefully, and we should not in any
way allow the venerable Leader of the
House to go on a mission which is not
worthy of him.

It being 5.30 p.m., proceedings on busi-
ness under consideration were interrupted
under Emergency Standing Order 2 (a).

Committee to report progress, and ask
leave to sit aghin.

The Council having resumed—

Mg. SpEsxER took the Chair,

Committee report progress; to sit again,

RUBBER CONTROL
REGULATIONS.

The Hon, Mr. Senanayake: I move,
Sir,—

That the regulations made by the Executive
Committee of Agriculture and Lands under sec-
tions 53 and 61 of the Rubber Control Ordinance,
No. 63 of 1938, published in Gazelte No. 9,030
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of 6th November, 1942, and tabled at a meeting
of the Btate Council on November 17, 1942, be
approved.

Question put, and agreed to.

-
MOTOR REGULATIONS.

*The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: I
™ove, Sir,—

That the regulations made by the Hxceufive
Committee of Tiocal Administration under section
174 of the Motor Car Ordinance, No. 45 of 1938,
and labled at the Meeting of the State Council
held on November 17, 1942, be approved.

Question put, and agreed to.
OMNIBUS SERVICE L{CENSING
REGULATIONS.

#The Hon. Mr.
move, Sir,}—

Bandaranaike: T

That the regulations made by the Exccutive
Committee of Liocal Administration under sec-
tion 16 of the Ommnibug Bervice Licensing Ordi-
nanece, No. 47 of 1942, and tabled al the meeting
of the Btate Council held on November 17, 1942,
be approved.

Question put, and agreed to.

MINOR HEADMEN: EXTENSION
OF SERVICE.

*Mr. Abeywickrama: I move, Sir,—

That in the opinion of this Couneil all Minor
Hesdmen who are due to relire on account of
age limit ehould be given an extension of service
till the duration of the war,

Motion ordered to be referred to the
Executive Committee of Home Affairs,
under Standing Order 57.

RUBBER: INCREASE OF PRICE.

*Mr., Abeywickrama: I move, Sir,—

That in view of the very high cost of production
of rubber and the urgent necessity for producing
the maximum output and in order to encourage
guch production, this Council'is of opinion that
the present price of rubber be raised to Re. 1
per Ib. from 1st January, 1943.

Motion ordered to be referred to the
Executive Committee of Agriculture and
Lands, under Standing Order 57.

POISONS, OPIUM AND DANGER-
OUS DRUGS REGULATIONS.

The Hon. Mr. G. E, de Silva: I move,
Si—t!—

That the regulations made by the Executive
Committee of Health under sections 66 and 78 of

State Council of Ceylon

[Nov. 19, 1944

the Poisons, Opium, and Dangerous Drugs Ordi-
nance (Chapter 172) and tabled at the meeting of
the State Council held on November 19, 1942,
be approved.

Question put, and agreed to.

END SAIL-

BRITISH SOLDIERS’
ORS' INSTITUTE OF COLOMBO
(AMENDMENT) BILL.

CEYLONESE BROTHEES OF B8T.
JOSEPH INCORPORATION BILL.

Mr. H. E. Newnham (Nominated
Member) : On behalf of the Deputy
Chairman of Committees and Chairman
of Standing Committee ““ B " 1 present,

(a) The Report of Standing Committec " B "
on the Bill intituled ‘' An Ordinance fo amend

" the PBritish Boldiers’ and BSailors’ Institute of

v

Colombo Ordinance.'

() The Report of Standing Commibtee R
on the Bill intituled * An Ordinance to incor-
porate the Sociely of the Ceylonese Brothers of
8t. Joscph."

BRITISH SOLDIERS' AND SAIlL-
ORS' INSTITUTE OF COLOMEO
(AMENDMENT) BILL.

Mr. Newnham: I move, Sir, that the
amendments made by Standing Commit-
tee ** B '’ in the Bill intituled ©* An Ordi-
nance to amend the British Soldiers’ and
Sailors’ Institute of Colombo Ordinance
be taken into consideration.

Question put, and agreed to.

CrAUSES 2 AND 3.

Amendments made by Standing Com-
mittee accepted, and Clauses 2 and 3,
as amended, ordered to stand part of the
Bill.

NEew CravsE 4.—(Savings of vights
of the Crown). :
Brought up and read the First and
4 Second time, and added to the Bill.

The Hon. Mr. Newnham: I move, Bir,
that the Bill be now read the third time,
and passed.

Question put accordingly, and #greed
to.

Bill read the third time, and passed.
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CEYLONESE BROTHERS OF ST.
JOSEPH INCORPORATION BILL.

*Mr. E. R. Tambimuttu (Trincoma-
lee-Batticaloa) : I move, Sir, that the
.. amendments made by Standing Commit-

‘tee B " in the Bill intituled ‘° An

.~ Ordinance to incorporate the Society of

the Ceylonese Brothers of St. Joseph ™
be taken into consideration.

Question put, and agreed to.

OLAUSE 6.—(Property vested in the
Society.)

Amendment made by Standing Com.
mittee accepted, and Clause 6, as
amended, ordered to stand part of the
Bill.

PREAMBLE,

Amendment made by Standing Com-
mittee accepted,. and Preamble, as
amended, ordered to stand part of the
Bill.

Mr. Tambimuttu: I move that the
13ill be now read the third time and
passed.

Question put accordingly, and agreed
to,

Bill read the third time, and passed.

AMENDMENT OF STANDING
' ORDERS.

*Mr. Susanfa de Fonseka (Deputy
Chairman): I present the following Re-
port of the Commiftee on Standing
Orders on the amendment to Emergency
Standing Order No. 1 of the State Coun-
¢il, proposed by the Hon. Leader of the
* -Btate Council and referred to it under

Btanding Order 152 on November 3,
1942 :

Rerort.

The Standing Orders Committee con-
sidered and recommend the adoption dF
the amendment proposed to emergency
Standing Order No. 1 as amended by
State Counecil resolution of June 4, 1942,
to provide for the extension of the
operation of the Tmergency Standing
Orders of the State Council till the thirty-
first day of December, 1948,

Debates.

Adjournment,
2545
ADJOURNMENT.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake
(Minister of Agriculture & Lands): I
move, Sir, that the Council do now ad-
journ.

*Mr. T. B. Jayah (Nomirated Mem-
ber) : I understand, Sir, that the Board
of Ministers has directed the Director of
Hducation to inform the authorities of
Assisted schools that the special assist-
ance given to them might be withdrawn
at any time. I do not know why such
a step should have been taken by the
Board without reference, either to the
Executive Committee of Education, or
to this Counecil.

It was only the other day that a
detailed scheme was placed before this
House to enabls the schools to carry on,
and the House passed it. T do not see
the reason why this step should have
been taken so soon after the passage of
that scheme, because it will create a cer-
tain amount of uneasiness among certain
Assisted schools and teachers. I do not
know the reasons which prompted the
Board to take this step. Perhaps the
Hon. Leader of the House or the
Minister of Education would be able to
enlighten us on the matter.

Mr. Speaker: Is there any answer to
that question? [Pause.] Are there any
other questions which hon. Members
wish to raize?

Mr. 5. Natesan *(Kankesanturai): I
am surprised that there is no answer to
that question. It iz an important
question.

Just a few days ago this Council
passed a motiun designed for the specific
purpose of giving assistance to schools.
The proposed step amounts to flouting
the wishes of this Council—so soon after
the Council had arrived at the decision.
The Board of Ministers must give an
explanation to the House if they have
actually issued the order.

*The Hon. Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandara-
nalke (Minister of Local Administra~
tion) : Nobody appears to know what it
ig all about.



Adjournment.
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*The Hon. Mr. C. W. W. Kannangara
(Minister of Education) : I can look into
the matter.

Mpr. Speaker: Did the hon. Member
give notice to the Minister that he would
raise this guestion to-day? It is always
~dvisable to inform the Minister con-

cerned of the questions which Members
intend to raise. '
I will now put the question.
Question, ‘° That the Council do now
adjourn,”” put, and agreed to.

Adjourned accordingly at 5.40 p.m.

until 10 a.m. on Friday, November 20,
1942,
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