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- CHAPTER L
THE BAILLIE'S HOUSEFIOLD:

The mbnth was June—the year of grace, 1639,
~ The little town whigh then stered upon ®ifs
four hills abeve the estuary of the Dee was strangely
unlike the ‘‘silver’ city” which today gtretches
in lines of stately edifice from river fo river.
Then, afew winding sireets, unf®ved and narrow,
climbad the steep heights and dived into miry
hollows between ecloge-sect rows of lowly houses,
timber-built for the most part, and roofed with
thateh: which, with Jtheir projecting fore-stairs
and ‘galleries, * encroached upon the already too
limited road space,  Here and thege the stone-built
dwelling of some opulent burgher rearved its head
above ita lowlier fellows; #nd of these the goud
town bouasted none more comfortable and substantial
than the house of Bailie Andrew Nicolson, on
the Denburn Haugh, a stonecast from the Bow
Brigeetos o =¢ = .
~The Bailie was a man of repufed wealth and
standing in the city, and his two pretty motherless
danghters ought, aceording to modern ideas, to have

- passed their livesin a round of pleasure and elegant

idleness. But they judged differently iwo hundred
and fifly years ago. On the summer day on which
our story opens, golden-baired Agnes Nicolson sab
knitting a stocking near the open kitchen door,
through which came the scent of the budding haw-
thorns and the pleasant ripple and plash of the
‘giream ; while her elder sister Kate bent overthe
peat-fire watching the toasting of the bannocks
which. Auntie Meg, the guiding spirit of the house-
hold,, kneaded at the snow-white dressger.
.A_,{_-ﬂ;;i'g-ht-eyéd, rosy-cheeked brunette was Katis,
with pearly teeth, and a most bowitdhivg dimple
that came and went as s spoke or smiled, As
she bent over the fire she was humming a-scrap
of an old song—-
Are yeever gaun fo wed, bonny May, bonny May,
Por your youth is fleein’ fash, and your beauty will decay ;
W‘fi_’th'_emfay hairs ower your broo, your lovers wiil be
oW

Oh !'it‘f’a-'tiine that ye were wed, bonny May.
«That minds me, Nancy lass, that ye've tint

ane o' your joas.

be mairriet en Jeanie Paterson.”

« He'll please Jeanie weel,” replied Agnes, looking
up with a twinkle of fun in her blue eyes; “ iha
was aye fond o’ g muckle.bookit pennyworth,”

*“Qh aye ! Bu?yh-ab’a to coms 0’ you gio ye
lat @’ your lads gang by you that gait ? There’s
young Ritehie Coupland, the cordwainer, too. I
hear he has an e'e after Kppie Elehender.”

% Yea?" queried Agnes with an air of deep in-
« An’ did ye happen, gister, to heaxr which e’e?”’
Rate bit ber lip and strove to asgume an aspeet

of stern rebuke at thig flippant allusion {o the

Lang Sandy Burnett’s gann to |

optics of the worthy cordwainer, which were of

d the kind popularly said to look  two ways for

Sunday, but, failing in the attempt, she broke
into a merrygpeal of laughter, which roused ceaf
Auntie Meg to inquire the causs of her mirth:

Yo maunnalicht ie the lad forhis looks, dawtics?
gaid the old woman, when an explanation had been
shouted into her ear; ¢ if he’s gley'd be's just as
his Maker made him. Buf young Jobnny Litilejohn,
an’' na ither, is the man that will wed wi’> Nancy;
an’ that's what will be seen yet. I've dreamed
a dream about them that I never gaw to fail yet.”

T wich ye would dream ‘sboub ms gome nichi,
auntie,” cried Kate, * for unless il be ihat shochlin’
weoda mannis that sells almanacs at the Crosg,
there's ns'er ane seems likely to speir my price,”

“An' go Johnny Littlejohin’s to ba your fate,™
she ccntinued, in a lower tone, addressin® her
gister. “ We:l he’s a fine laddis, an’ leces fhe
vera grund ye tread upom’

“ But he’s only a ladiie,” objccted Agnes, with
8 conscious blush, which she torned hes head to
concaal,

“An' ye're'buta lassie, my dainly doe.”

“The mair reggon then that I shouldy bide
content und:r our father’s roof,” rotorisd Agnes.

“1'm nas eae sure aboub that”. replied Katie,
gravely, ** We'te Jivin’ in a stermy fime wh na
woman needs a man's sirong arm to protect her;

an’ our fathers failin’ fast, though he hikes iil

to hear sic & thing hinted. Ivs wpae lanz that
hig. arm.w:ll keep bisain heid forbye ours”

“ That’s true enough,’ sald Agnes, thoughtfully.
Then, alter a pan-e—*“An’ yo bo sae keen to e
me wed, sister, what think ye o' our neighbour's
son, Hugh Findlster, for a maten? He is a
handsomos lad avd serious minded, end—I think
a let o’ him.” . :

Katie caught her breath wilh e liltle gagp, and
her check grew s shade paler as she gazed doubt-
fully at her sisgter, whosehead was now bent closely
over her lkaitting. ;

¢ 1 think-—-he’s a’ good lad,” she said slowly. and
after a long pause. Then Agnes raired ber eyes
brimming with laughter, and, juwmpng up, t.hre\\:
both armsg round her sister’'s waigt, ~ £

“.Oh, Tiltie, Tittie I she exclaimed, “*you might
hae kenned 1 was jeking! Yoo would fain pick oof
a’ my bits o geerets an’ hids your s But T
ken weel enough wha ye meef by the bonny welg
‘o’ 8, Jobn. Hugh Findlater is, a3 ye say, a good
lad: an’ wi’ a’ my heart I wish him speed in
his wooing.” :

Kate bestowed on her sister an affectionate hug
but at the same time she shook her head despon-?
dingly.

+« I doubt there's nar Juck will ever attend Hfgle
an’ me,” sh® said, sighivg. “ You gee, my fa der
an’ him caana 'gree about this Kijk an’ Covenant
business: Hugh is a’ for the Ouvenant an’ purily
o’ worsbip, an’ my father's set for uphaudin’ o
the Bishops-an’ the King's Majesty; an’ which.
gver fide may win I'll be ays the loser,”

..
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“ Sorra tak them that set peaceable folk &y the®

lugs wi' their controversies,” said Agnes. ‘ We
kenned the way to heaven, I trow, before this
poiher began, an’ we'll ken nae mair when it’s
ended.”

¢ Ave,”? said Ka:tf®, thoughttfully, ¢ but I think
the p ewchsrs o' the Covenant hae a power o per-
suadin’ folk tc gang the richt gait that our ain
auld min sters haena. But a’ the same our father
canna ab de them.”

“ He'll maybe come to think different tHrough
time,”

 Sma’ chance o’ thet—they’ve straiket him ower
gair against the hair already. When the Lords o’
the Covenant cam here in spring an' refused tg
brak breid wi’ the Town's Council unless they
would fi st gign the Covenant, an’ @y father banged
out o' ths Council Chaumer, an’ cried to gie the
braw banqguet to the poor men i’ the bede-houses,
his side was to'en for ever an' aye; an angel
waina persuade him now.”

¢ Losh preserve us!” cried the shrill voice of
Auntie Meg, breaking in upon their colioquy : ¢ ye've
looten that bannock burn to a vera shunner—as
muckle gweed breid connacht as micht denner a
peer man’s family ! What on earth are ye thinkin’
aboot 7

Pretty Kate was, however, spared further rebuke
for her heedleasness by the opporfune appearatics
of a visitor, a tall, pleaseni-faced youth, who en-
tered unceremoniously at the open door.
¢ Yo're thrang the day,” remark the new-comer ;
t gyens ye comun’ out to see the show ?
Aboyne and his men are ridin’ doon the Green
—ye may hesr the skirl o’ the bagpipes e’en now.”

¢ Whats that ye say, Johnny Littlejohn ?” ciied
the old woman, her hand at her ear.

«I'm teliin’ ye (ocome oot bye an’ gee the sodg-
ere, Auntie.” o :

t Soigers ! ” grumbled the old woman, ¢ the
town's never clesr o’ sodgers nowadays. What wi’
ae et reiv n' an’ spulziein, an’ the tither set
levyin’ charges an’ quarferin’ men on us, we are
ruined a’thegither. Whatna gang o’ them is comin’
upom us this fime ?”

« [f’s Lord Aboyne an’ the Gordon men; an’
they're ridin’ doon to the Howe o' the Mearns to
gie battle to Yerl Marischal for the safety o’ the
town an’ the honour o’ the King’s Majesty.”

++ Wael a-weel, bairns ; gang oot an’ eee them gin
ye like—L ranna leave my bakin’ to see a’ the
godgers in Dbraid Scotland. A curn reivin’ tykes
ane an’ & o them! Gin they were &’ doon Don
in a boddemless boat, the town wad be liftle the
waur, an’ maybe a hantle the better.” .

(To be coneluded.)

e

SN TEE CODIFIOATION AND
ROV, 08 LAW IN INDLA.

LA-

&

@ .B: P80 Rumrry, Soriciror, UALCUTTA,

Concluded from page 69.)
It is algo= sfactory to Jind that those entitled
to trust fandg efe. any portion of which happen

e to be in the pre ideney towns, cen have their pro-

wty plaged in charge of the official trustee or the
Administrator General —officers of Gavernment and
th® )n the interior of the country, called the
mofussil the “Court of wards'’ offen takes over charge
‘of and guperintends io the best advantage, theestates
of iafant landed proprietors or moneyed minors
moreover a Distries Judge has power to nominate
guardiang of the property and persons of minors

()
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and by the new Bengal Tenancy Act he is em-
powered to appoint a common manager when the
co-owners cannot amieably sgree to collect their
rent - jointly.

Useful land improvemeant acts also exist under
which the Government makes advances to cultiva-
tors and others. g

Except in regard to persong of whom a guar-
dian has been appointed By a court the age of
majority of persobs of every race, domiciled here,
is, attained throughout India at 18 instead of 21,

The civil law administered®in India, in matters
not providgd for by native law or cusfom, is the
broad and grand rule of * Mustice, equity and good
congcience.” Personal la® are applied in matters
of inheritance suecession and adoption.

Throughout the counéry the procedure®n suits
is, as many of your readers are doubtless aware,
regulated by a comprehensive Civil Procefire Code
of 662 sections in substitution for elevempenactments
ontaining owy & thousand unrepealed sections—It
18 divided into ten parts, namely (1), Suits in general ;
(2), Incidentel proceedings; (3), Sulls in particular
cases; (4), Provisions] remedies; (5), Special proceed-
ings; (6), Appegls; (7), Reference to and revision by
the High Court; (8), Reviews of juodgment; (9),
Special rules relating to chartered High Courts ; (10),
Certain miscellanecus mattels :

A defendant may bz suea in any Court within
whose jurisdiction the c#use of action arose, or
within which he resides or carries on business or
works for ga'ne Now.a-days no person—be he prince

‘or peasant—is exempted from the jurisdiction of one

or other of the ecivil Uourts. Even the Govern-
ment may be sued inthe ordinary way, instead of by
petition of right, the Becretary of ~tate for India
being made tha defendant.

The various et-ps in a suit in India are some-
what similar to those under the far-famed Judicature
Actg. For insiance, oral evidence may be supple.
mented and facts proved by affidavit by leave of
the Court. In eivil suits pending before foreign tri-
bunals witnesses may be examined by inferrogatories
or viva voce under gommission issued by or to any
of the High (late *“ Supreme '") Courts of Judicature
at Calcutta, Bombay and Madras, &e. Interroga-
tories mey be administered to elucidate facts
preparatory %o a hearing. In exceptional cases
Injunctions are awarded even by Motfussil Courts.
Oie of the High Court Judges lately geverely
criticised this power thus :(—‘“A jurisdiction ori.

ginally belonging only io a superior Court mossesed e

of legal @nowledge and experience i3 now imp®sed
on a Mofussil Court ghich shares with its victims
the cruelly of inflieting such powers.”

Verified lists of documents are ordered and
inspection granted to both sides after filing of
written statement (answer and subpoenag to witnesses
follow in due courge,)*

In any suit for momey in which the plaintiff is
a woman the Court may at any stage make an
order for security for costs if satisfisd ‘* that such
plaintifi does nof possess any sufficient émmoveable
property within British India independent of the
property in suit.”’ 1t need searcely be added that any eu-
logy of India’slaws does not extend {o such a strangely
worded section. Whatever may be its true con-
struction any such power of snMhering a just elaim
is rough on ladies, Huropeans® and natives alike.
To counierbalance thig in a measu:e no woman can
be incarcerated for a debts Even with regard to
males imprisonment under civil process is pract eally
abolished as regards honest deotors. 4

* Furthgr imformation on Indian Prdeédure will
be found in R, Belchambers’s ® Practice of the Cjyil

Courts,”
L ]
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As regards witnesses all persons (including hus-
band and wife) capable of understanding and giving
rational answers to the questions puat to them ave
competent to testify {owthemselves, or others in both
civil and oriminal proceedings.

Lawyers are Yware that a perzon may however
be competent without being compellable, but the rare
instances in which t8e law will not permit a witness
to testify, if be he willing, are in the Indian Hvidence
Aot cuccinetly defined.

Accogpding to o Evidence Aot the®Judge is em-
powereﬁ' in both eivil and eriminal E'oceedimgs, to
enquire to the utnfost into the truth, by, putting
any questions he pleas® in any form to any witness
or to the parties about any fact relevant, or®
irre!l&ant, to the mattess before him, and he may,
of hig own motion, order the production of any
dosument or thing. s
India ® a free country; it has a free press and
its legal codes ‘‘gecure to alp Her Majesiy’s
subjects without distinetion of race or creed equality
before the law.” The natives of India, of whom
Hindoos and Mohamedans &sc., &a., form the bulk
are exiremely fond of litigatige, and the legal
barometer rises as the weather gets warm. Every
native considers it ths correct thing to have a
law guit in full gwing. In faet some think i
unconstitutional that the luzwry' of litigation should
be curtailed as is intentionaliy done by the Specific
Relief Act which prevents a percon su ng in respect
of any subject he has contracted to®efer to arbitration.
Fortuna'ely however this ig a plea which may be
effectually waived as was (unintentionally of course)
done in a late railway case in the old country.

The statute of limitations has not as yet been
touched on. Under this head it may be observed
that various Aefs prescribing the time within which
actions ean be brought, applications made, and
appeals filed, are focussed by Aet XV. of 1879,
For the convenience of Ceylon readers the Indian
Limitation Act may thus be summarised,

One year ig allowed for actions of tort.

Three years for actions on contracts simple or
otherwise (unregistered) imcluding suits for rent.
A customer need therefore only preserve receipted
bills for 3 years instead of, as at home, for doubls
that time. On registered documsnts, ag also on
foreign judgments, a six years limitation is given.

All guits for the recovery of immoveable &o.
pr'c:;)erty are in time if instituted within 12 years,

nd to redeem a mortgage of immoveable property
sixty yesrs is allowed, °

It is noleworthy thajg the periods prescribed by
this. Act suffice {o ewtinguish all remedy by euit
save (a) in cases of trusts or fraud, () where an
acknowledgment has been obtained in writing, recog-
niging the eclaim as of right before expiration of
preseribed period, or (¢) where the defendant has
been for any part of the time absent from India,
Lastly, decrees of the High Courts ean be execufed
any time within 12 years, but decrses of other
Courts not after 3 years, unless kept alive by exe-
cution or notiea through the Court.

Incidentally it may be remarked that a hard and
fast rule prevails by which all Courts in India are
bound to take gognizance of limitation questions
whether raised the defendant or not. .

Appeals lie to the District Judge,and from thence
to the High Courts, and in cases involving over
£1,000 across seas to Her Majesty in Couneil,

Nor has the commercial community beren forgotten,
seeing thaf our statute book also includes A%ts ve-
gulating Joint Stock companies generally and Rail-
ways, Factories, Tramways, Telegraphs, Telephones,
Shipping and Inland Navigation in particular,

The United Kjngdom standard yard has pow
become our legal standard measure of length in

furtherance of the desire for uniformity of weigh's
and measures, and a Merchandize Marks Act
has lately been passed.

India has in addition the benefit of a law regula-
ting Literary and Secientific Societies, modelled on
the lines of the English™ Statute., Authors and
Inventors sre also recognised, for we have a Copy-
right Act practieslly extending English law into the
interior, And one of the litest additions to onr
legal portfolio is an Inweniions and Designs dct
regsrding the working of which gee my handbook
on Patents, Trade Marks &ec. in India, Ceylon,
China, eto.¥

A “Oode of Torts ” is aleo on the legislative anvil,

Time will not suffice at present to dw !l on our
¢ Hvidence Act’ and ‘¢ Transfer of Properly Act”
or on varicuseother us:ful enactments, but we may
fairly cconpratulate ourselves on possessing as five
a body of carefully codified civil lawas any country
under the sun.

————

IL

Now .to turn to the Criminal laws of British
India. These have besn consolidated, as witiess
our Pepal and Oriminal Procedure Codes, both
menuments of legal lore.

It would take far more epace than is available ta
enumerate the various amendments iniroauced by
these Codes in Indisn criminal law and proe dare,
not is it necessary that I shculd do 8. as ke sub-
stantive and adjective lawsof Ir dia will, T understynd
be feund carefully collected in two volumes
called the “ Anglo-Indian Codes” edited by Mr.
Whitley Stokes, p.c, 1, and lately published at
the Clarendon Press, price £3 5s.

Is it not stranga that in the British Isles a breach
of the 7th commandment can only be redressed by
& ewvil suit ?  Why call it erim. ecn.? Here in India
this violation of the Decalogues tre ted in & far
severer fashion. By the Peaal Code it is declar d
to be a heinous offence punishab'e with five yeu.rs’
rigorous imprisonment. In that respect also tie
West can be taught a lesson by the kag. There
are however not wuniing so-called social reformers
who utteriy fail to appreciate the imperiel propor-
tione of our magnifent legal Taj. S.aresl\fhas the
seaffolding been removed from our splindid edifi e
when they cut with their penknives anrd brgin to
extract g precious inleid stone, and fo comypare it,
unfairly, with one taken from that well-bwilt strue.
ture the Englich Law Amendment Act. Such people
need only be reminded of their unveil-d ze. aua
customs and those sacred usages which render
exact accord between English and Indian iaws im-
possible. But I am travellirg beyond our vodes.

To returs : not onlyin the Pr siency towns, but
throughout the Motussil there are G.vernment
officials (Nolicitors or Pleaders) who act as pubiie
prozecuto:s.

In all civil cases, the Judge alone has to decide
questions involving both lew and fact, whereas in
criminal trials he i aesisted cither by a jury or
assessors who decide, or express their opiniong on,
questions of fact including the meaning of techmeal
terms. This difference in the mode of triul hetween
eivil and criminalg proceccings is, it will he seen,
very marked. It avoids the travesiy of juslice
potirayed by Dickens in Bardell »s. Pickwick [ o

An sccused pergon is not to bs indueed
threat of otherwise to make disclosures, and ,sﬁ
to be subjected o ero.s-exem n tion., FPo%er is
given the Court to put questions to bim, withoul

* India, Chins. Straits Settlements and Ce ‘lon, b
H. H. Remiry, Calcutta, 1888 : £
% The Pickwick Papers, 1836,
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.previuus warning, and at any stace of an enquiry
or trial, with a virw to explvining any eircumstances
bearing on the evidence againgt him. No oath is
administered to the seensid, and he is not bound
to answer, The Court #hd the Jury (if any) may
never heless draw such inferences tyom his answers
or telesal as they think just.

In order to prevent techmnical cbjections and the
splitting of eplit hairs, the Couit may aller the
charge ab any time before the verdict of the jury
is ¢ turned or ths opinigns of the assessors are
expressed: Amendments mustof course be explained
to .the aceused, and the trial may thereapon be
procseded with if not likely to prejudice either
side, : _

As mdieating some of the difficulgies Indian
Magistrates often encounter, [ may in pa sing refer
to a erimin:l case I was engaged in a {iw years
ago near Calentta. A Hindu wag maliciously charged
with the murder cf his daughter Kamines. The
dorpue —delicti was not fortheoming. Equal how-
~ever to gny emergenty g uative policeman produced
* gome poor feilow’s skull™ as that of the murdered
girl. Another member 0f the same fraternity,
animated by 'a lavdable spirit of rivalry, brought
forward a second and smaller ckall. = 1t wagseriously
ar ued that the gil's skull roust be either the ons
skoll or the other, Toriunately for ths father the
girl hereelt arrived in the Mapistrate’s Court at
this cretieal juneture, On being que tioned she
to.d a paintive tale to the effect that she had
been woed by a parawala® He finding her father
obdurate bad one night secvatly sent her up the
country by-rail promising to follow. In answer
to further auesiicns the girl declared that ueither
of the iwo skullz on the bench was her ckull.
Tablesu! The father was of course honoursbly
acquitted and the wicked swain properly pumished,

In" the High Court *“special” or “common?”
juties of 9 persons,—chosen from the commuuity
at large, assist at every criminal sessions. Trialg
bsfore the Ceomnrt of Sessions af the head station of
sach district take place pericdically either with a
jury congisiing of an uneven number of men not
being less than 5 or more than §, or by aid of
ASBe3Isors, :

Challenges without grounds ave allowed in the
High Conrt as to § jurors on the pars ¢f the {rown
and {o a like number by the persen charged.
Besides this, in all eessions caseg, objrctions, are
allowable ‘for gatige’ on various grounds, such as
that the juror is under 21 or over 60 yearsof age:
presumed partizlity ; holding oflice in or under the
Court ; being enirusted with police duties or any
other eireumstance assigeed which in the opinion
of the Court rcnders him improper ag a juror, :

In eriminal tials the pres ding judge at the close
of the evidencs after both sides’ pleaders have been
heard sums up to the jury the prineipal points in
evidence explaining how they bear for or against
the aceued, and, and without expressing any opinion,
rendess them every assistance in coming to a right
eonclusion. 3=

Nowhere in India is unanimity of the jury required,
On the centirary in Presidency towns if 6 out of
9 jurors eoree and the judus coMurs he delivers
jusgment in accordance with such opinion. In the
Courl of “iSession tiie verdict of the majorivy of
theagiizy® p eveils when the judge sgrees, byt if he
r’;i;—:;.;;_-reies. with the jury or the masjority of them
power is given him to refer the whele ease to the
High Court, which pos-esses latge powers of
revigion. « jStich a reference renders country cliques
and combinations haimiess; The revising Court
will nof set aside the verdiet of & jury unless pa-

" # Village policeman, s

—

faultless, her legal machiner

ently wrong and perversee or induced by error in
the summing-up. On an appeal the High Court
may instead of quashing orgreducing n sentence
enhance it! Our High Courl judges although
arrayed in 1robes during the ecrin®inal sessions
never wear wigs; nor do coungel, and why? A
barrister friend suggests that Mdian judges don’t
wear wigs, simply because a seat on the bench
during the hot season would prove to be too trying
a situation, = . e _

From a return as to the working of the® Jury
system in the MYdras Presidency, % appears that the
judge on #n average differs in@pinion from the jury
% three cases oub of the hundred, and that half of
his propesed convictions or gequittals are appréved
of by the High Courf. It follows that the findings
of the jury stumd in no less than 98 or 99 per eent
of all criminal trials. One would have {d&ought
that satisinctory iggdeed. We are however to!d in
the Muglishman of the 1lth inst. that a_difference.
has arisen between the Madras Government and the
High Court at Madras on thiz point,* and the former
bas called for a fugiher examination of siatistics.
Such a lofty ideal would surprise brother Jonathan,
And why? Beeause the last 50 volumes of Reports
of Criminal trials in the Supreme Couris of
Georgia and Missouri (i.e. reports for over a dozen
years) show that 35 to 50 per cent of the findings
of American juries are set atide. How much ketter
our Indian jury reurns of 1} per cent supposed
miscarriages of justice arg, I'll leave your readers
to judge. No one expects juries to be infallible,
although the law may be cerfain the fucts often
prove uncerfain. : S
- Bat this digscourse must be trying your readers’
patience, Ieeling exhsusted some one may ex-
claim, as did an Indian District Judge cne
sullry day in June; “T feel faint:give me another
authority.” ,

The subject: of the codification improve-
ment ‘of laws in India is naturally far too exten-
give to admit of exhaustive treatment in your
columnsg, but those of your readers who have giudied
other legal systems will see thatin the domain of
well-considered law reform India is abreast with
if not ahead of Britain ani countries following
direztly in her wake. :

In conclusion, if it bs irue that it is upon
the law and government that the prosperity and
morality, the power and intelligence ofa natier
depend,” BritishgIndia may be congratu’ated on its
legiclative system. Althougly her laws are not
works smoothly, and
may in the near future furpish food for aspiring
jurists in other progressive countries.

H. H. REMFRY, ¥. M INST. P. 4, M.S. (ol 5
Solicitor, Caloutla.
April 30th, 1889.
e e
VOYAGE OF IHE -« INVESTIGATOR.”
Tas Cocos lszanps,

“And ever gently bréathing gales Zephyr
Oceanus sends up to gladden man.’

In my last letter I related the atrival of the shi
at the Cocos en Deeember 1, and for the ioxt weel[;
these Fortunate islands were the abode of the Herces
of the “#nvestigator.” Here, while ;the earth fulfilled
seven rotations, did the swift-footrd Aucupor, subdue
with his long shadowing spear the popu'ations of
the shoves of the far-resounding sea, while Autarchus,

* Oh thefprinciple, | suppose, that ¥my wound is
great Decause it is so small”!
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ra'er of men caused the forest to resouud with
pans.  In cther words, while the ship was engaged
in delimiting the coests of the group, a naturalist’s
- party furnished themseVes £ tbh, lande |, and encamped
on  the GreateCeco, resolved to devote’itself eatively
to observing snd eollecting the ziological anl botanical
products of the islagd. A camp wad pitched on the
crown of a partly cleared hill abt the norih-easb corner
of the island, baying on three sides the melan hudor,
and at its landwsrd base a picturesque pend of fresh
water fringed wifh water-genfian and covered with
ved lotus., A herd of wild cattle ‘c’lescendauts of
jmported domesiie®stock) was known'to fre quent this
hill and pond, and i@ was hoped that they might
furnish steaks and eirlein (nob to mention muarowe
bones and oxtail soup) for the parly; but tlis they
declined to de, rve‘reating instead 1o the remolest
~ récesmes of the island, so that the party had to fall
back on Messrs. Crosse and Blackwell, the pasturers
of tho ®people. The Great Cuco is a long narrow
igland, about eight miles iv extent #oin north to sgith,
and ahout g mile and a half across; it is formed by
a serics of steep ridges of hard tandstone and grit-
stone rock, none of them Lemyg of sny great height,
running nearly north and southgfairly parallel with

one another, and somewhat in echelon. The cosst of |

the s uthern half of the island i3 eroded, rocky,
and forbidding, but in the northern half i is thrown
into wide shallow ®ys, whevein are ac-umulate ! much
of thbe detritus of the couthern part of the is'and and
the wave-wo'n débris of ths coral resfs which frings
the griup. Tn the:e bays at low tide the profusion
and variety of mavine life i itc:in®eivable. Just above
high-water line all rcuid tie island is & b 1t of palms
(ehiefly coconuts), with many cycads, pipaye8, and
serew-pipes: and inside this, execepl where a winding
creek carrics & «line of mangroves inland, the island
is choked by a dense growih of hige forest trees
matted together by a tangle of creeping and elimbing
thorns: of these the caper and calamus—calamus which
affords to plagote schoolmasters the tearful implement
of corrcetion for naughty bays—are by far the most
terrvible, . S i Sy
'S0 depse is the jungle that ore lLas to steer a
eourse by the compass and then cub one’s way blindly
-~ through step by step, while mgriads of famished
~mosguitoes make the utmost of an unhop:d-for
opportunity. In Sir Bdwin Arnold’s poem 16 is velatod
how, in a pious.pievions existence, the Lord Buddla,
filled with pity ab the sight of a ticeoss starving
with her belpless young did (with somewhat wnn-
reflecting  devotien one . would nowadays ray) throw
himself {o the ravening ereature, who forthwith made
‘& eneal ¢f him. And one longs for fhe susiaining
oi flnenca of a similar generous cwolion when pion er-
ing in a f{ropical jungle, where one ® ab the absolute
mercy of millions of pr@laceous inscele, of which in
all probahility not ove has ever tasted blood, and
not ore in ten thousand eould lovk forward in the
ordinary course rf events to salisfy ng its hunger ounce
during its transitory existence. X

0

In cur first attempt to penetrats the juugle thrdivgh
fo the highest ridie in the eentrs ¢f the igland we
succeeded in rather over five howrs in marching about
flve hundred yards at the poict of the kukri; and
theugh in our progress we obtained many valuable
botanical specimens, we did not s.e much animal life
—execept mosquitces, who po itively did not lcave ove
‘square eentimetre of the surface of our bodics nnpune-
tured, The only eommon birds were the keel and
‘the great crestgd fruif-eabing pigeon. Lizards were
‘nuinerous; ang £o was a big land-crab  (cardi oma),

~ which apperrs to live indiflerently either in decp bur-
rows or amorg the roots of trees, ard a large lsnd
Lermit-cral. Asleep ou o dead branch, ifs colcur so
perfeetly  assinsilated to tho eslonr of the baik that
the 'deadly beast cow'd hardy bs de'ected, e dis-
govered—and put to the sword and the spirit jar—a
pit-viper of a species apparently not' vei degcribed.
The eraature had fangs just over balf an ineh long,
and is hidcous mortal eon‘ortions and imyotent
wrath #s in inahilily to reach the objeci of s re-
vepge it plunged its fangs into its own brokero beody,

-

Cin this way must have weighed

and

i 7 L]
made a picture of hLorroe, in thatstill, dark jungle,
not easily to be forgotten.

But if in the jungle arimals Were few, in the bays
and on the reefs they were bewilderingly abundant,
The dry sand above high-weter mark and for a con-
siderable oigance inland wae literally alive with small
h'rmit-crabs of a species modified for an exclusively
{errestrial life (terrestrial a3 opposed to aquatic,
in its resfricted sense). Fhese litile hermils swarm
ore all the islands and isle!s of the Andaman-Nieobar
chain, and fcom various observations it appears to me
thatio & considerable extent they perform the functions
of insests in the natural econvmy of these isblated

" resiors. For instanes, cn the Greab Coeothe Lermits

among © her things appear to do all the petty
scavenging work which in the ordinary course
largely falls _to beetles a°d ants, where these in-
see s are numercus. Again, there is evidenes that these
hermuts elimb low cocornt.palms, ard clawl about the
flswering spathss, probably te fecd on the pollen; in
which case we may except to discover that they
ass sk in operetions morp important even than-'seavens
ging. And; indeed, a naburalisi visiting ihe isle!s of
the Anlgman Avchipelsgo nolicivg the cimparalive
poverty of ingect life and the swarms of busy land-crabs
and land-bermits can hardly aveid giving rein to his
speculative instinets. In the posls among the rocks
and reefsgorgeous reef-hauniing fishis were so numez-
ous and so little alert that one could eatch thim
with tlie hand, or eut them over with the kukri almost
without 2an effort. ©One of the commonsst fishes
was a sea-perch—Serranus hesagonatus—which, when
disturbed ghmply retived beseath the nesrest Pock and
waited there until 15 was eaught: one speeiniea taken
belween two and three
ponuds. e

Seyersl new fishes were discoversd, among them a

niw species of predaceous shark, whose colours dis-

played a beautiful adaptation to its habilat.

Crustaceangrivalled the fishes in numbers and beauty,
excelled ‘them in veriety. Among  them: we
were fortunate enouch to find ceversl specimens of
the excessively rareCallianiden, a lonz-tailed, rathec softs

‘bodied, form allied to the loks‘ers; but vnlike them

in habit, es it burcows deeply in the sand. These
alons wouald have amply rewarded a week’s search.
The Mollusks, though not particularly valuable,
would have captivated the causal celleclor. Oowries
of large size and riech culour were to be found erawl-
ing under every reck, anl wedged in crevices  were
Tridacnas, some of which we ¢ more than  eighicon

- inelies long, snd in weight almost a load for aman,

Bub ‘alas! what boots it with incigiant. care to
tend the bomely, slighted (in Bombay) naturalist’s
trade. '

On the second night of cur stey we were surpmised
by & visit from an aged pi dog. Whether by s:d
accident or unmeréiful design, she must hava been
left Lehind by vatives who had wvisited the island.
She was overjoyel to revesw her submission to human
beings, and quite castisg cut the instinctive distrust
and antipathy of her racs for” the whilte man—an
auntipathy enly too cordially reciprocated—she took up
a corner of our teat ard rematned with us to the end.
The next day a hungry pack of her relutives gmelg
our camp out, but with trus canine snobbishoess she
tinned on them and drove them off, nor did she
suft-r them 6o come begging for our favour ag,Qz.i‘u—-
& service for which wa were duly cratefoi.

It iz difficult to imagine bow these ereatures main.
tan their existence, and inlersgling to speculate an
their fature. Dee® and pigs are sail lo inhabit the
‘idand, aud there' 18 a herd of run-wild caltle; and
uniess the race of dogs develop the cunningeand
s._-"_ueeaﬂl to cateh tha fitst: or 1he courape ai 1l
cohesion to overpower the last, i6 can hardbr escape
extingtion,

Ounr week came {o an end a'l too sdon,snd though
our collecting toxes and buncles were full, we struck
our camp with much regret; for we had doue little
more than seratelt the surface at «ne small eorner
of the island. Like the ancient Liawgiver of the exo-
du.s; w0 had secn the glories of aland of fiir pro-
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%ise wlich we had longed to possess—Dbut in vain,
Notwithslanding the 1mpenefrable jongles and the
thorns, the mwosquitoes and the sand-flies, the rough
life and the coarse fare, there are fow mors delight.
ful ways of spending ong’s time than in observing
and recording the works of nature—even sub Fove
Sfervido—on the ghores and in tha jungles of an un-
known tropical island. The sol tude, the dark un—
brokefi foresi, the boundless expauvse of fen, and the
nniversal Lnsh combine their influences to subdue an
pacify the mind, at the samie time that the antiri-
pation of impending discoveries produces an indeseri-
bable guiet exhilaration,
In such a paradise the zool.gish riges at dayhreak

full of pleasing anxiety aund su-perse; all throogh
the day overturning rocks and wading and swim-

ming abont the reefs, he werks every muscle end keeps
every sensc alert im an atmosphere of @leal purity
and in an inte'lectusl medium of the maost stimu-
laling nabure, and at sundown he goes back to camp
utierly fabigued but undistressed, aching but joyful,
as ragged as a beeggar, hut with possessions that
will yeld interest more than many rupecs. This is
health and happioess, and something to retleet upon
with a pipe under the stars.

Oa the evening of the 18th December we rejoined
the ship, and the next morning the “ Investigator ” wag
ploughing hir way across the Bay to esutinue the
survey of the Madras Coast. I concluded my lash
letter with a quotation from the bgok of Iadian-®
travels of Ludovico di Varthema, which catalogued
the “ten u iities” of the cocoub-palm. I may now
sdd thatean eleventh use has bhesn discovered since
the sixteenth century—a usge which we put io the
proof on Great Coco avd found to witkstand all eviti-
ciam. o $he insipid water froni a young eoconut
add an ounce o: sor of gin (whiskey will do, but not
so well), and you will obtain a lisipid mixture, which
ig, in the Iaugwage of lindovice, ‘* a most excellent
thing to drink.”—T¥mes of India.

-
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CEYLON IN 1815-16.

-

(From the Asiatic Journal,” vol. I, Jan.-June 1816.)
(Continued from page 72.)

CEYLON,

Columbo, Aug. 8.—An express reached Columbo yest r-
day, from Calpentyn, the 29th instant, with a letter
from Lieut. Fenton, of the 17th Regiment, dated on
that day, unotifying his having ths preceding day
landed from the Arab ship Shaw Alium, at anchor
off Carilivoe is'and, and forwarding a dispateh from
Major Fiuker, of the Bourben regimen$, commandicg
detachmenis of the 22n0d and 87th vggiments, ambarked
on toard that vessel. The Maj r reports the Shaw
Allum to be ene of eight t1a sporis which sai'el fiom
the Isle of France, on the 2lst of June last, bound to
Osalcutla, that by the ignorance and mismanagement of
the Captain (an Arah), they made the western gide
of Ceylon, in L.t 8. 2. N. when they exprcted they
were on tlie eastern side: that when they tound them.-
gelves in the Gulph of Manar, every exeriien was mada
to remedy the mist.ke, but from the vessel being very
badly #onnd, and sailing ill, they were driven towards
the shore, avd had bsen obliced to come to anchor im
ten fathoms water, surrounded by breakers and vocks
off the island of Caridivoe, with a heavy sea rolling in
upon them, whieh rendered it doub'gl wh t er, if the
wind inercased, the cable woull nobt part aud the
vessel be wrecked. DMajor Fluker's dispateh is dated
the 27th, eand says, ihat he hog permibied I eutenant
Fenﬁﬁo attempt renching the shore throughea dan-
gercus s and heavy surf, in the ounly small boag
which they had with them. In addition to this distress-
ing intelligence, Lieut. F nton reports, that while
ashore at Calpeutyn two vessels under jury-masts wers
seen preceeding up the Gulph, which he foared were
two other of the eight transports. On Lhis ne vy resch-
ing Chilaw, Mr. Walbeoff, the Collcctor of the district
mmediately eeb off to render every assictance in j o

R
e r—— —_—

power, that we frush the troops, about 250 in nutmber,
are now fafe on shore, and hsve every accommodation,
the thinly populated partof ihe island on which they
have been thrown will afford. ¢ [Tis Msjesty’s armed
hrig Kangaroo, belonging to New South Wales, now
here, with one of the veesels of this gawernment, has
been dispatched from Columbo, with provisions for
the troops, and for the purpose @f aiding the Shaw
Allum, and bringing the detachments on boerd her
to Columbo ; and another government vessel imme-
diately follows, as, from {he rep-wrted’:tate of the other
transports, 1t is supposed they wi'l have been qdliged
to come to an snghor off (.‘onf.la-tchy.. _

Aug. 9—The ves:els which were “sent to-the aid of
the Arab transport, Shaw Allu®, were, owing to the
wWeather, obliged to return without effecting the object
for which they were di-patchgd, it not being sa® to
approach thie coass sufficiently near to reach the Shaw
Allum. We are happy; however, toannounce the %afe
arrival of all the troups. Mr. Walbeoff, with several
large bouts from Calnentyn, have succeeded in reach-
ing the Shaw Allum™n the evening of the 2nd, and,
by the 5th, 1he detachmen’s of the 22nd awd B7th on
board, were sifely diszmbtarked at Calpentyn and are
now on their march to Columbo.

The eutter of thegKangaroo bLrig, in cr.ossing the
bar, upset from the violence of the surf; fortunately
all in ik but the Captaiv’s clerk were gocd swimmers,
and reachked the shore in safety. The latter buifetted
with the waves for some time, but at®last, overpowered
by their frree, twice snak, and was in imminent danger
of drowming, when gome lascarsof a hiig in the incer
harbour, and two:ggenadiers of the 73rd regiment,
swim off to Lis assistancs, and succeeded in bringing
him on shore, though #ota®y ins nsible, and appuently
lifeless. 'The skill, however of De. Carter, of the 73rd
regiment, was successfully exerted, and respiration
sbortly restored to the youog man.

(To be continued .)

THE MAHAWELIGANGA LXPLORKED
FROM TRINCOMALAEE IN 1832,

EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF AN BXCURSION TO FEXa-
PLORE THE MAHAVILLAGANGA, UNDERTAKEN UNDER
INSTRUCTIONS FROM GOVERNMENT, BY R. BROOKE,
ESQ., MASTER ATTENDANT OF TRINCOMALIE : BY DIREC-
TION OF GOVERNOR RIR R. W.HORTGON, BART.

(From the “Columbo Journal,” I'eb. 13, 1833.)

Oun tracing the Mahavillaganga on the pres:nt Msps
of the Island, it wil bhe perceived that ils stream
divides ilseif ne®r the sea into two branshes. The
smaller branch ealled the Viggel, fa'ls into the sea
922 mi'es south o Trincomalie. The larger runs inta
the ereat bay of Trincomalie; and retains the name
of tha river. It would be imaginel from this eircum-
gtapee, that®this branch was the principal oat'et, hut
ineh 18 not the ease: for by the Viegel alone dosg
the river seek a passsge to the sva, ¢xcept in the
mrn'h of Janua'y and during the freshes, when the
other branch =zlso effords an outlet to the parent
stregm, Th's is a remarkable faet, the ce:use of which
I had never been able to diseover : f r no dependence
can be placed on the confrudictory statements of the
people of Trincomalie, who evince remarkable igno-
ranca en this subjock

The river from its mouth to G‘roorooielgan'ga,, a dig-
tanee about 20 miles, is well known. therefors re-
solved to commetice from this place, and having des-
patchied two canoss thither, T set out by land and
arrived at G ior okelganga on the 20th of ¥ bruary, 1832,
I found that my poopls had irogusitly been obliged
to drag the cance a corsiderable distance over fhe
bed of the river, the water being, in ceveral parts,
but a few inches in depth. Five hurdred yards above
Goorovleelganga, the rivir is perfeclly dry, snd con-
tinues 80 as far as Kooranjemo:y, a distance of 10
miles,ewhere it unites with the Virgg. To Kooran-

. emny the breadth of the river varies from 120 to
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140 -yards, The banks are in excellent condition, and
the bed consists of deep sand which rises higher
and higher as you appromch Kooranjemony, until it
becomes in some | places level with the banks, and
evi'ently continues to {norease,

There is not a vflage, nor, except at Goorookel-
ganga, even a dhouse on the bauks, from ths month |
of the river to this place. At Goorooke'ganga two
ferry hou-es have been established, by which the com.
merce between the Interior ani Trincomalie is earried
on. ‘When this braneh of the river is navigable, the
natives avail themgelves of the apportunity of convey-
ing ther grain &c. ‘to the neighbouring poris. At
Kooran) mony, the Mahavilla turns offat a very acu‘e
angle, at the a.pexl.of which it pours i8S waters into
Virgel. It is said tho® the Malabars, who possess a
large Gen'o» temple near the mouth of the Virgel, were®
asserwbled, many years ago, by their priests, inorder
to widen snd deepen this branch for the purp:se
of olaining a greater supply of water to irrigate
the padly plains belonging to the temple. This was
eaily acromplished, the current being naturally di-
reeted ipto this chanpel, Since ®hen it has lgeen
considerablyeenl:rged. Still the breadth of the Virgel
is mueh less than that of the Mahavilla; and from
this circum tance, the ecurrent runs with great im-
petuosity. The natives raft congderable goantit'es
of timher up the larger or Mabhavilla branch, when
it will allow of a passage, which, as I observed b -
fore, is cnly in J.nuary and during the rains: and
when they arrive at ®e conjunctiim of the two branches,
so great is the impstuosity with which the stream
rushes into the Virgsl, that it becomes exceedingly
difficnlt, and even dangerous in attempting to gain
the other branch :; for, should the® rafts eome within
the influence of the current® they are hurried down
the Virgel to the sea, the people Dbeing obliged to
abandon them, and swim to shore. In this way many
‘rafts are lost annually, and, but a few years ago, five
out of six unfortunate men lost their lives in en-
deavouring to pass the juvetion of the two streams,
I myself narrowly eseaped a similar fate in exploring
the Virgel, my boat, by the violence of the current
being nearly dashed to pieces against some large trees
that were growing in the river,

I have already observed that the river at the june-
tion turns off at an angle, and that the Virgel branches
off from the apix—consequently, the current of the
river is directed to the Virgel. Now, to turn the
stream round this angle by damming up the Virgel,
would bs impossible, becanse the water af the en.
trance of the Virgel is, even when low, 10 feet deep, and
the bed of the Mahavilla immediately below the junec-
tion, is 5 feet above the water. The river, during the
rains, rises 10 or 12 feet, av which time the stream
at tme entrance of the Virgel is sostrong and deep,
& to render it impossible to throw a dam across 1t
in order to force thes water round thé angle. But,
about 700 yards above the®unction, there is a channel
20 or 30 yards in width, which uuvites with the original
bed again below. Were this channel ealarged, and
the river immediately below its entrance dammead up,
the stream would be forced through the channel
towards Trincomslie. But the dam ought to be very
firmly constructed, on acgount of the cutrent during
the freshes. =

Another method of effeeting this o ject wonld be, by
turning 1he stream into the Dambanar, which branches
off from the left side of the river, about 1,000 yards
above Kooranjemony, and unites with i again 500 yards
above Goorookelganga, from which p'ace to the mouth,
there is no fresh water. I examined this stream ab its
commencement agd observed that its breadth, for 3
miles, varied from 40 to 70 yards; it then turns off at
right angles ani flows through a narrow rocky channel
12 yards broad and 60 long. The rocks consist only
of sand-stone, and therefore may easily be removed.
. 8till further up, the stream runs without interruption,
until it branches off from the river above Kooranjemony,
and thus cuts off both the angle at the junction aud
the dry bed of the river between Kooranjemony and
(Goorookelganga. 3

Sunday, March 5; 1852, —~Proceeded up the river |

L]

wigh our canoe, containing, besides myself, eight people;
six rowers, a steersman, and a look-out-man.
no outrigger, the greatest atbemtign was required to
steer clear of the drifts, as an upset might h ve been
attended with dangerons coug qu nces, the river swarm-
ing- with :ﬂ!igaﬂors. We were six heours in pull?ng up
to Pooleadeponte, & small pPlace situated on the left
bark of the river. Here I pitehed my térnt for the
night, on a dry sand-bark in the middle of the river,
whirh I preferred o the shore, on account of the in-
credible nnmbers of musquitoes, elephants and chetahs
weke also numerous, the howlings of the latter being
hesrd the whols night. The aliigators, too, iwere
splashing in every divection.

Monday, 6.—Pulled up ia four hours to Oroone, T
mi'es from Pooleadepoote. It is a village on the left
side of the river, covsisting of six or seven well-built
honses, constructed of large tamarnd, jaclk, and mango
trees. But tlg plies was deserted, in consequrnce of
fwo men having died of fever. This is the usual
practice of the natives in small villages. The housss
were supported by piles in consequence of the inanda-

tions of the river at its rise during the December

rains., :

The vidahn of Trienamode, which is on the richt
side of the river, paid m= a vist at this place, nat-
tendad by about fifty wel-dressed Moormen, He his
under h¥s jurisdicticn several large villages on the
rizht ¢ide of the river; the inhabitants of which
cultivate paddy very extensively. Cattoo-amvella isa
villase about a mile from the opposi'e bank of
the rivar. It contains thirty families and a Moorish
temple.

Monday, p.m.—Proceeded up to Catoopelane, two
miles from Oroone, and on the same side of the river,
This village contains thirty families. Tt is under the
jurisdiction of the vidahv of Davarella, a place in
the interior, nbout eight miles from Catoopelans, Tha
honses hers also are built upon piles. Here, T was
surrounded by at least 100 Moormen, who were ag-
sembled to celebrate theier Ohristmas at their terap'e
af Cattoo-amvella. All the villages in this part are
popnlous; and the surrounding country abounds in
grains.

Tuesday, March 7.—Was six hours in pulling up fa
Perreatory, a large village on the right of the river
ten miles from Cafoopelane. Here it was: that (}apt:
Anderson erosssd the river with a party of troops on
his march from Batticaloa to attack Bintenne, - on
February 14, 1815. It contains fifty Moorish familios
who are neither under the jurisdiction of the Vedahs nc;;-
the Oingalese. Near this place two Modliars reside -
the Peereatory Modliar who presides over eight villages:
15;11111(1 the Chinnetorry Modliar who superintends but

ree.

From Kooranjemony as far as 3 miles below Peoren-
tory, a distance of 27 miles, the river varies in breadth
from 90 to 140 yards, and from 4 to 7 feet in depth
It is very winding and was then very low. At Koamnje:
mony, it rises during the freshes from 10 to 12 feet ; heve
it riges from 12 to 15 feet. In some places it ovel’cﬂnﬁs
its banks 3 or 4 fest; bub this inundation is of short
duration, and takes place but twice in the year—Janug, Y
and August. At the sudden turns of the river, sand
is collected in banks 3 ov 4 feet ahove low water
but covered at the riza. These bhanks must he r-cmovad’
in order to admit the passage of boats.  Mast probably
were the impediments afb Koara.njemony removed t]:'[{;
fovee of the stream would gradually destroy thése B;..ks
Besides this impediment, thereis another which renders
the navigaticn excesdingly difficult and dangerous —1
mea.n.deaﬂ trees, which have hung for mMAany wvears in
the river attached bg their roots to the banks. Bu
thgae may easily ba removed by the natives o the
necighbouring villages. Most likely this is one calge
which prevents the sand from drifting downe Tha
siream rueis generally 2 miles an hour: but in.ﬂf
narrow parts of the river it is of course mor®rapid
Thres miles below Peereatory, the features of the
river are considerably altered. Here it suddenly becomes
broad and sha._llow. and separates into two branches—
the right, whl.chi ascended is ecalled the Peepsar.
gange ; the left, the Chenaganga, I crossed the latter

o

Haying @
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its breadth at the one was 110 yards;
at the other 90. 1t unites with the Adsmbanalg and
its bed is dry and consists of deep rand. It would
b3 possible to tarn the river inlo this channel, - as,
atits separation,it 1S very shallow. This is worthy of
conside ation, A little below Pecrea'oy, the natives
had thrown a dam obl juely acro-s the river in order
to turn thes gtream into & large canal. : 3
Wednesday, March 8—1 proceeded through a fino
open ¢ountry toa hill abou? 8 miles to theright of this
place. 1t is mentioned by Capi. Auderson as having
its top constantly veiled by the clonds. 1t is cah‘gi
Demballagalle by the natives, and the Gunner’s Quoin
by mAariners. 3

in two places:

T should suppose it to be bétween 3
and 4,000 feet in height. The people of Feereatory
declare that for ages no one has succeede ] in gaining
the summit ; aod that the Vedahs were the ouly persoss
who had made a partial ascent in search of honey.®
The day previous, I had despatched to the hill the
Vidahn of tbe Vedahs, (many of wigom live at the -
foot of the hill,) in ordrr tosprocure guides for my
intended ascent. But when. L arrived, he llfl_for_tn:;-d
me, that they were terrified at the idea of ascending and
had fled, My followets deol:-red that without them it
was impossible to aceomplish my object. Bub when I
told them that I wou'd make the atiemp’ a'one, they
consented to accompany me. Thera is no path known to
the natives; but, ou approaching the top, we Lprreeived
an elephant path, and from the quantity of dung, I
should suppose the-e animals to Le numerous hiere:
but Low they suceed in making their way up, I cannob
imagine. ‘There corbainly must be & pa'h known only
to them and to the Vedahs. We were three hours in
gaining the sommit. The ascent was very difficnlt:
I wd frequently obliged to creep up on my hands and
knees, and had often to turn back in order to find
a more aceessible way. However, I was rewarded for
all my toils by a miosh eplendid and exiensive view
of the country. 1 eould di_:‘i-ti:.ctly gee Chapel-point ab
Trincomalie, bshind which = was Flag-stati-point,
Batticaloa lake; the hills beyond Minery, and the
Kandyan hiils were also visible, the confrass between
Pambankadews, and the Vedah “distric's, as seen
from hence, is very greab: the ope COnsising of un-
cultivabed plaivg, and abounding with marshes, the
other baving the appearsnes of an eXtaNZIVe park.
There is no hill withia 15 miles of Guuner’s Quoin,
Adter toking bearings, L resolved to sttempt the
elephant paih, but soon 108k if, and had even greater
difficalty in descending than in apcending. For we
wete frequently cobliged to cling with our hands to
tte branches of trees and suffer onrgelves 'to drop a
heighi of 6 or 8 fuct vver Lose overhanging stotes
whose balsnce very little weight wou'd destroy. Tre
Vedahs cultivate Indian corn, and other dry grain,
and possess several small gardens.
1 was ipformed that about 16 miles to the east of
the hill, there is a hob epring which vises {hres or
four feeb above ground, and 1S surrounded by a caul-
dcon 25 yards in diameter, cousising ef very soft
mud, from which, issue both a waim 2nd a cold
gream. : ; : : g5,
Thursday, 9—1 proceedel this morning to the junc-
tion of the Ambaingangs with this river, aboutl five
miles from Peereatory, and rested till afternvon, on
the point formed by the two rivers. A mile above the
juncti n and on the left side of the Ambanganga is
the village of Dastotite. ; =7
“In tho afteruoon I procgeded to Marrigotolte, a
Wlage about five miles from the ju=etion, sitnated n
the lefs side of the Mahavilla, and coniaining ten
Moorish familiea, : i
The country people began to malke many objections
to my proeceeding further-,.pa‘ct'u]m:ly the Vidahn of
Dastotte, a man of great influence 1n this part. He
®&ven threatened my guide who bad accompanied me
ag it Catoopelane, if he did not retwrn. Bub when
he found that I was fully determined t’o-pi:oceed. he
alte®ed his behaviour and became a.tte_nt}ve. 'Thn
Pcereatory Modiiar appeared to have very littlo influ-
ence here, so that his preseuce was of viry little
service, 1 could obtain no information respecting the

river beyond Calioga,

Friday, March, 10.—Proceeded to Calinga, six miles
from Marrigitotbe, and 24 from * Peereatqry. - From
ihe latter plsce fo Calinga, the river varies insbreadth
from 250 10 500 yacrds, snd in some placcs is not
more than one foot deep. The banks are in goold
order, bus are overflowwed during the fieshes, which
T attribute to the Virgel not being a sufficient outlet.

The Headmen of Coltovila, five mgles from Calinga,
wal'ed on me here, and represented that my - canoe
c.uld not go any further,in cgpsequence of fhe rocks ;
nor would they furnish me with mea to carry it. In
fact, they made a'l the opposition i theic power to
my fu ther progress; and, notwithstandng they had
receive l specific orders to render me asgistance, they
refused, on ghe ground of their beino nnder the juris-
detion of Mafella, whichl af®erwards learned was
unfrae, L ] :

Cotdovilly contains a population equ:l to that of the
Timbankadewa distriet, apd paye, 1 understgid, no
duties to Government, on accountof its being a tewple
villace. : .

The plains on each sids of the Ambsoganga are
very extensive, and are irr‘gited by meaf of large
‘weber-courses, wich are supplied by the superatun-
dant wa'er of the river which overflowsgits banks.

On my return from my exeursion, I obsery.d marks
of the cosniry Faying been formerly ealtivated; aad
from the larze gopulation of Coitoviila, there is no
doabt bub that ?his part of the esuntry must have
been fo merly in a very flourishing conditios.

At Calinga, the river, for abont a mwile, isexcesdingly
roeky ; reefs of rocks ins me pl#es running from bank
to bank, forming water-falls over which the g'ream
rupg with great impetu sity, Someof these falls are
12 feet in height. I wasinformed that the river con-
tinues thus for thaay miles, which completely dispi-
riled my erew. With ethese difficulties and the great
oppo-ition of the headmen, T began to hesitate a:ous
proce:ding ; but the anxiety 1 felt to solve the guestion
23 to the practicabilify of rendering the river navi-
¢able, indueed mets persevere. I accordimgly ordered
the canoe to bs hauled @p on chore, anl gave tha
headmen to unders and, that I woull remam till I
- recevad directions from Kandy. I thecefore sentlerters
to Sir John Wilson, Commeander of the Forces, and
to the authorities in Kandy, explaining my situation.
Sooun - &fter these letters had boen despatched, the
- ieadmen became alarmed, and offered o give me every
assistance ; at the same fime deelaring that it was
uzeless (o attempt fo proceed further, for that the
river was very rocky .and dangerous; buab sugh was
their  ei her veal or assumed ignorance respeciing the
river, that they had setnally never heard of such.a
placs as Himberewe which 1 knew could rot be far

On examining the river immadiately above Calinga,
I found i6 rocky, bub still it did not appear {p me
impo-sible for a cance to proceed, and I ther-fwre
resolved to Thake the attempt. Af er having had the
eance carried a mile aloMs the banks, I made pre-
paritions to re-embark; and, lest I should encouuter
a similar icterrapiion, I proposed that forty men
‘should accompany me slong the banks; bub so little
anthority had the headmen, that it was not until
after = long and very no'sy debate, that it was at
length agreed that the Moors should act as pioneers
to clear a road through the jungle; the Vedahscaryy
the baggage; snd the Cingalese be ready to carry
the eanos past any unnavigable part. Thus'we advanced,
in =sil about 200 peopls, and thcugh there were forty
and fitty people to carry the haggage, part of it was
frequently left b-hind : a bundle however small heing
considered a sufficient burden for one man,

(T'o be concludeg.)
- b

UIDE TO COLOMBO, With a Map. To which
y ig added a Compendium of Useful Informa.
tion for the Mwaveller and Resident,
SxoeN, Second Edition. R1'50; postage be.

Printed and published by A, M. & J, Frrausox.

By G.J,A..



