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THE JILTING O GEORGIE GERARD:
OR A2e¢ BIT OF CEYI‘ON SOCIETY LIFE,

In 12 OUmAPTERS.
BY C. LEWIS,

o Lormerly of Ceylon. e
(Continued from page 170.)
CmarrEr V. o .
“ Now it i8 your turn, Mr. Crawford,” she said at

length.

¢ Before I bagin yo® must look round at the sun-
set behind ms, Did you ever gee anything more
glorious or more gorgeous ?”’ ~

It was indeed a sight fo remember. A sun, not
the pale ball that illumines ous Englich gkies, but
a blazing globe of fire—vivid—immense, at whose
glory the eye could not gaze unwinking for half a
gecond. All the sky around was as if on fire; it
brightened and it deepened in colour, and the cloud
shapes became more brilliant -and more fantastie,
until lo! ere one could count a score, the san had
dipped beneath the horizon, leaving only the goft
splendour of the afterglow behind him, '

¢ The sun’s rim dips—the stars rush out;
At one stride comes the dark,’

is hardly exaggerated language after all,” said
Lewis Crawford. ‘“When I see a sunget ke that
I do not wonder at the fire worshippers’ veneration !

* 1 &ave felt with them that I ecould worship the sun,

source of light and life, and warmth gand beauty.
I too could fall down and adore, given a different
creed, a less amount of knowledge: have you ever
felt so? " _ :

« T don't know,” said Georgie. ‘I don't think go.
I don't think I ever took the trouble to look -at the
sunset before!”

¢ No one has taught you to admire the beauties of
nature, perhaps., Will you let me be your teacher
some day ?”

“0Oh! yes,” with a ready smile, “buf you are
forgetting that you promised to tell me all about
yourself,”

Only the personal pleased Miss Gerard; nature
and scenery and art were poor abstractions to her,
and her world was narrowed to the sayings and
doings and looks of men and women.

*« What shall I tell you?”

“Qh, everything! To begin with, how many
brothers and sisters have you?”

“None. I am an only childi—the one legacy
left to my mother, for my father died almost penni-
less. She was a Seotch lassie, my father was cosmo-
politan I think | He had roamed all over the worid,
and had lived a great part of hig life in Indias

L

Of eourse I wished to go to India too, but *beggars
eannot be choosers,” and the only rich relative we
had gave me nomination for the Ceylon Civil
Serviece. He told me, I remember, at the same fime,
¢ Ceylon is a strait cage for a young eagle. Don’t
flap your wings too much!’ Soon after my landing
in the island I was sent to K , and here I
am. I have spent soms happy days there, thanks
to your sister's goodness, You don't know how I
love and respect her!”

“ Why she is years older than you !” said Georgie
in a surprised tone. She held the juvenile opinion -
that the word Love canonly he used between lovers,
and that lovers must be under thirty.

« T know it; but cannot one love a woman in
various ways—as a divinity, as an elder sister,
adopted mother even ? 77

«Yes, I spuppose so0,” said Georgie carelessly,
though a litile piqued to hear of her sister’s claim to
g0 large s portion of Lewis Crawford’s heart. She
was also getting a little sleepy and hungry, and
Lewis Crawford’s voice sounded like a far away
pleasantly murmuring stream. ¢‘Strait cagles—
eagles—divinities,—what did he mean?' She
pendered drowsily, when she was rudely startled !
The horse gave a great plunge and swerve to one
gide of the road; she screamed aloud. “Oh! goad
graciows. Oh! Mr, Crawford, what is the maiter ?
and she olutched his arm convulsively, as if rhe
were drowning, and he were the last spar from
the wreck. : ; -

¢ Steady, Sultan! Quiet, old horse, quiet!"

Then in Tamil to the horsekeeper: “ Go to his
head, Mootoo S8amy. It isnothing, Miss Gerard, but
a fallen coconut palm branch. This horse always
shies at them when it gets dusk, though he knows
full well what they sie. I am afraid you are
frightened still ’ (for the girl seemed to tremble as
if she elung to him). ¢ There is really no cause for
alarm. We ghall have the lamps lit in a moment,
and then it will be all right. We are just in
K- now.”

Geardens and bungalows of more or less pretension
began to loom out of the uncertain light, and heavy
gcents of flowers were wafted from hedges and.
parterres, Within, glimpses of white walls and
lights ; and behind the inevitable red .verandah
sereen the burgher community seemed to be at its
evening meal. Further on came the native bazaar,
with more lights, odours of eoconut oil and curry-
stuffe, and the yspping of pariah dogs fo give local
colouring to the dim streets (so-called).

Then up a gentle ®ooded incline—* Thers ig my
house,, Miss Gerard. I live almost af the great man’s
gate.’

Everything was black, vast, mysterious, more like
the heart of the forest than the abode of cjyili-
zation. :

*“Oh ! are n't we nearly there 2’ gighed Miss Gerard.

¢ Olose to the gates.”

And soon the fairy light of gem-like fireflies gave
way to the torch-lit avenue, and a bleze of modern
lamps and candles.
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Mr. Le Marchant was dressed for dinner in hig,
pure white China silk coat and white trousers—no
one in those days dreamed of ‘*swallowtails” but
dressed for the climate, not bringing Europe with
themd in the unsuitable form of broadcloth and
tweed.

Yet did not Mr. L® Marchant suggest coolness
altogether, he was too florid. Rather did he re-
semble a large white turkey cock, & most amiable
mild bird when shorn of hig fierce earriage and
gobble-gobble.

Mrs. Le Marchant was in her best flowery muslin,
ber bright eyes brighter from excitement and
nervousness.

A score of white-robed servants, and peong, the
latter distinguished by their black and red badges :
a foreground of ferns and plants in pots and stands)
& background of white walls and@®archways; hero,
bright with many lights; there, dim vistas. A
sense of numbers, space and vastness; all this duly
impresged Miss Gerard, as, indeed it was meant
to do. ;

This array of servants, this blaze of mellow light,
wags the happy thought of Mr. Le Marchant.

His, too, was the notion of having the avenue lit
up by torchlight, each torch held by a dusky
retainer. - : !

His goul loved a speotacle, and he and his junior
were always at loggerheads on this very point.

The one liked processions, decorations, addresses,
triumphal arches, when he went on an official
tour. !

The younger man would protest against all, as
wrung by the headmen from the peasantry, a
dreadful survival of the bad old feudal system,

‘“ Welcome to the Maligawa, my dear Georgina!”
said Mr. Le Marchant, as, with an air of stately
courtesy, he advanced to help the young girl down
from the carriage.

“It is not often that we are privileged to have
youth and beauty beneath our roof-tree.”

“ What a dear man!” thought Georgie. * How
I should like to kiss him!” But she did not, ashis
presence awed her. He made way for his wife, ani
her heart was too full for pretty speeches.

- “Oh dearest, dearest sister! to think I have
you here!” :

“ Oh, dear Carrie!” :

Kigg, kies, first, and then suspicious little sniffs,
and pocket handkerchicfs ; more gniffs, embraces,
broken sentences. The gentlemen discreetly retired
into the background for & while, and the elder man
made enquiries of the younger about the journey and
Sultan’s conduct.

After a few minutes spent thus Mr. Le Marchant
raised his voica—

‘‘ Caroline, my love! I do not wish to interrupt
you, but remember it is close upon dinner time.
Algo, recollect that Juanis does not like his dishes
spoiled by delay!” :

This was a pleasing fiction of Mr. Le Marchant's
—his, not the cook’s, was the objsction to un-
punctual meals. He had perfect health, and gound
digestion, and thoroughly enjoyed good living,

It is & pleasure that grows with advancing years,
for the very young usually eat to live ; later on
dinner gives a pure happiness, gorms the one cerfain
pleasure of the day.

Mr. Lie Marchant's cook was an artist of no mean
No one_else in the service, Mr. Le Marchant
contended, could give him such goodly s8ups, curries,
and ether delicacies as ho ate at home ; and this fact
consgtituled the chief drawback to paying visits, or
dining out. :

* Yes, Georgie must want her dinner, and be tired
too,” said Mrs. Lie Marchant. ‘‘Come to your room,
dear, My ayah shall help you and you. won’t |
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be very long? Marmaduke does not like being kept
waiting,"’ :

He was not kept waiting, and looked with suave
admiration at bis sister-in-law when ghe re-appeared
in a fresh and white evenigg gown, and he-sailed
into the dining.room with wife and sister, one on
either arm, smiling on the one, making pompous
and pretty liitle ©company” speeches to the other.

The young girl looked around her in a distrait
manner,

“ Where is Mr. Crawford? I did not even say
goodbye to him, I thought he would have been
here still. o

“ I found him flown when®l returned from your
room. Marmaduke asked hig to dine, bat he refused,
on the score that we would like to be along the first
evening of your arrivalg’

‘“ Another ingtance of Mr. Crawford’s senge and

?delicﬂ,cy of feeling,” observed Mr: Le Marchant.

‘It wes indeed," said his wife, bnt Georgie said
othing. Sha felt vaguely diseppointed, and though

e ate her dinner with a good h&lthy appetite,
unaffected by her broken-hearted condition, she
said bat little, and impressed both her sister and
Mr. Lie Marchagt with the idea that her feelings
were more deeply wounded than they had thought
possgible.

e (To be cmatﬂmed.}
————— ;
OO.LOJHBO LIBRARY.

(From ¢ The Library,” the Organ of the Library
Association of the United Kingdom, for
December 1890, pp. 481-482,)

Cozomso MusEuyM.—A most interesting account
of the work accomplished during last year is to
be found in the Ceylom Administration Leports, 1890,
part 1V., Miscelianeous. Although opened a8 long
ago as 1887, the present is, in reality, the firsk
authorised annual report on the Library, and in
it full particulars are given of the earlier higtory
of the institution. As now comstituted, the Library
in the Oolombo Museum is the result of a wise amal.
gamation of several libraries. These were the
libraries of the Ceylon Branch of the Royal
Asgiatic Society, the Government Oriental Library,
and the free Public Library, In his report the
Librarian, Mr. F. H. M, Corbet, deals at considerable
length with _ the progress made in the various
branches of.library work, such as hotk-binding,
cataloguing, and exchange of publications; the
difficulties he has to contend with in the first-
named are happily to a great exient unknown in
home Libraries. Most important - information is
given on books relsting to or printed in Ceylon,
and we earnestly hope both branches of literature
may receive all the attention that they deserve
in a cclleetion which ig national in character and
purpose. The report teems with matter of so
great interest, that we can do little beyond gaying
that the MS. records of the Duteh administration
of the Island are noticed at some length, These
documents, ““fast crumbling to pieces from dust
and neglect,” it iz proposed to fransfer from
the Government - Record Office to the Museum
Library, and as soon as the necessary accommoda.
tion for the 6500 folio volumes is provided, they
will be removed and made accestible to the public.,
Perhaps the most interesting portion of the report
is that which deals with the collestion of the
Literature of Ceylon, * much of which remaing
enshrined in ola manusecripts.” By purchase
apd loan for transeription wonderful progress hag



been made in collecting these avecient writings;
and if we consider the diffreulties of long journeys
(for “except by inquiry on the gpot and personal
inspection ” it has hbgen found impossible to
procure them), and the very limited fuads at the
disposal of the institution, we ‘think that for
number and importance the list of purchases will
compare most favourably with any similar Insti-
tution in the world. Mr. Corbet’'s ‘‘able and
zealous assistant,” Mr. De Zilva Wickramaginghs,
gives- a summariged deseription of the manuscripis
added to the Library. Of courge there are a
certain number of s%atistics, but with so much
of greater importance go eelect from, we must
content ourselves by mervely observing that they
show ste®dy progress and gncreasing appreciation
in the institution, ;

(From  The Library," December 1890, pp. 475-476.)

Wa hayve on our fable a ‘‘List of the Pansiya
panag Jataka, #he five bundred and fifty birt
stories of Gautama Buddha; cempiled by N. D,
M. de Zilva Wickremasinbe,”  ssistant Librarian
of the Colombo Museum. We noteg that the list
is divided into decades, and that the compiler has
received much assistancs from Veliwitiya Dharma
ratna Unnénse of the Vidyodaya College, but
we do not feel ourselves compeisnt to cribicize it.

: g
VICGEREGAL IIILFNIFIOENO’E oF BY-
GONE DAYS.

The late? Mudaliyar Simon Casie Chitly, writing
of Moratuwa in the ‘“Ceylon Gazetteer " says:—“A
large Protesiant church erecied by Rir Robert
Brownrigg and a neat schoolhouse for girls by
his amiable lady stand nesr the roadside as a
lasting memorial of their noble munificence in the
cause of religion.” Bat the ‘ large Protesfant
church' and the ““neat schoolhouse” have both
passed away long ago and are no longer memorials
of anything. Yet there are af least two living,
. though it is to be feared not lasting, but on the
contrary time-worn, care-worn and transitory, memo-
rials at Moratuwa to sommemorate the munificence
of the Brownriggs. Mrs. Gebel Mendis, well-known
in Salvation Army circles as ¢ Anna the prophetess,”.
and another vigorous old grandame, the landlady .

and guardian-angel of a legion of fishmongers, have

both been pupils of the Brownrigg Girls’ School.
T former has a vivid recollestion of the opening
of the school, but what has made ® stronger
impression on her mind is the kindness and hos-
pitaiity of liady Brownrigg on thgeeve of her leaving
Ceylon. The good lady wished to see at Queen’s
House not only the gcholars of her school buf
also their parents and the schoolmistress. So
they were all invited, and a certain Mudaliyar was
asked to supply them with convsyances, all the ex-
penses being borne by her ladyship, The party, like
England’s only General approaching Tel-el-Kebir,
chose fto travel by night, and halted at Kollupitiya,
where provieion bad been made as regards lodgings
and other conveniences by the considerate Mudsliyar
of Moratuwa. Early in the morning next day after
attending fto thrir toiletle, and doing justice fo
soma hoppers that had been prepared for them,
according to previous arrangement in a neighbouring
boutique, they resumed their journey towards the Fort,
where they were ushered into a church, St. Peter’s
probably. Poor Gebel, wko was then very young,
observed, may be with some liftle alarm at first,
that almost all the worshippers, with the exeeption
of the company from Moratuwa, were KFuropeans.
The military especially attracted her attention, and
phe was not a little surpriged to see thess men®

® ot bl®d and iron conducting themselves at church
precisely like poor ordinary civilian folk. The next
move was to Queen’s House (or whatever it was
then called) where Gebel enjoyed herself thoroughly,
though most of the other children were quite done
up by the fatiguing journey®of the previous night.
She went upstairs and romped about the place at

will, which greatly delighted her. Now it was time
for His Excellency and the good hostess to show
that they meant something more than mere kind
attention. The men were by themselves, and were
treated as seemed best to the gubernatorial mind.
The children and their mammas sat together for
breakfast, and Lady Brownrigg was assiduous in
gerving and doing all she could to honour and

leage her guests. Little Gebel,® whose mother,
having the care®of younger children, was not one
of the party, had been taught court etiquette care.
fally by her father, and behaved acsordingly, which
it is thought was the reason why ghe was especially
noticed by their noble benefactress. For, she says,
the Bisawunnanse patted her on the head: and
this causes great exultation even now after the
lapse of more than half a century.* Thus passed
a very happyday to my informant and many othera
too at Queen’s House. In this refined age of ours
we sigh in vain for the olden days of irue
gimplicity and genuine kindly feeling, and seldom
find generous and benevolent people like the old-
faghioned men and women of the golden age when
our grandmothers were young.

P.8.—Soms authorities state that the paires et .
matres familiarum were unexpected, and that they
ha:l misunderstood unwittirgly or otherwise the
terms of the invitation. This it would appear is
not unsupported by internal evidence.—Cor.

_—

CHEYLON 1IN 1816.

(From the * Asiatic Jowrnal,” wol. II,
December 1816.)

UEYLON.

Colombo, Feb. 21,—A twelvemonth has now elapsed-
since the conquest of the Kandian territories, and we
find it diffieult to record the fact without adverting to
the encouraging state of our affairs in the interior.
We believe that fow were sabnguine enough to hope,
that the pride of feudal independence, and the long
cherished hatred of Eurcpean dominion, would so
readily have yielded to the influence of good rule,
without some of those indicatiouns of revolt which are
go frequent in newly-modelled Governments, in propor-
tion as the recollection of past tyranny diminishes,
and theoperation of milder measures is Jess sensibly felt.

It was still less generally expected, that the newly-
conquered country would be found to afford situations
equally caleulated to promote the security of our ac-
quisitions, and to ensure the health of our detachments,
whatever might be the attention paid to local advan-
tages, and however the diet and clothing of the troops
might be regulated by the nature of the climate they
were about to encounter.

The experience of the past year has more than ful-
filled the expectations of the most sanguine.. We have
seen in the increasin® intercourse of the Kandyan
chieftaios with the British authorities, both at Columho
and the intsrior, a convineing pioof of their earnest
disposition to_improve the good understanding which
happily exist®; and in the frequency of appeals to
British justice from the lower orders of our Kan@isn
subjects, we may trace, not ouly the confidence which
their newly-aequired sense of an equal and impartial
administration of justice has iuspired, but their con-
viction that the slavish submission in which they have
go long been held, has entirely parsed away.

¥ Ahoub 70 years ago,—LEDp, H, R.
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To our readers, the majority of whom are acquafnted :

with the baneful eftects of a tropical climate on
Earopean constitutions, the small number of casnalties
that have eccurred in the interior of Ceylon, during
the last year, will he a matter of equal thankfulness
and surprise. We undergtand that the returns in the

. Adjutant General’s Office shew no greater proportion

of deaths than five men in 200—a result which, we
believe, is unparalleled in any part of British India.
The 14th February, being the anniversary of the
day on which the British colours were hoisted in Kandy,
a ball was givento Sir Robert and Lady Brownrigg, in
commemoration of the event, by Major Hardy, Mr.
Satherland, Capt. De Busche, and Capt. King, four of
the geutlemen of his Excellency’s family. The room
lately occupied by the Royal Aitillery, was tastefully

fitted up for the ®ccasion ; and we do not recollect tog

have been ever present at a more chegrful or a better
conducted entertainment. The ball was opened by
Lady Brownrigg and Major Hardy, and the dancing
centinued until one o'clock, when the company sat
down to a sumpiuous supper, After the healths of
our revered Sovereign and his Royal Hithoess the
Prince Regent had been drank, Major Hardy rose,
and in a short but emphatic address, in which he
adverted to the happy occasion of the meetivg, and to
the respect and attachment which their good Com-
mander merited from all present, he proposed the
health of his Execllency Sir Robert Brownricg, This
toast was received with the greatest applause, and
drank with enthusiasm, by all the company, standing,
with three times three. :
We are sorry that we are unable to offer more than
a very faint oulline of his Execeliency’s address to the
_company, After thanking the whole of them for the
distinguished honour they had done him, in drinking
his health, he said, * It was impostible not to feel
and express himself most grateful fo those Gentlemen
of his family, whose affectionate attachment had induced
them thus public'y to evince the sense they enter-
tained of his hwmble serviees to his country; he was
happy to believe that eyery succe:ding year wou'd
prove mcre and more the value of the acquisitiin we
had gained, and that the natives of the interior would
have equal reason to rejoice at a revo ution which has
ensured to them the safegnard of British laws, and the
protection of a British governwent.” His Excellency
coneluded a most fecling and animated address. by
proposing the healths of the Geutlemen who bad given
the entertainment, which was drank with three
times three. '
Many other toasts were drank, and their number
was not diminiskel by the wines of every description
being of an exeelleut quality, At a litile after two
the Ladies led the way to the dancng-rosm, the first
dance afrer supper being led off by Lady Brownrigg
nd Mry. Sutherland. We understand that the party
id not break up -till near gun fire on Thursday
morning, and that many partook of what is usually
termed & second supper, but what may bhe more
strietly considered as asa very substantial early breal-
fast.— Ceylon Guazette. [Something like the banquet in
Brussels which preceded Waterloo. Rebellion was
brewing while the British were dancing.—En. L. R. ]

DEATH.

At Trincomalee, April 21, at the house of Mrs,
Whielling, Frederiea Wilhelmina, youngest daughter
of Mr. H. G. Speldewinde, clerk to the first assistant
to the resident in Kandy, aged one year three monthg

and five days. ®
—_————

REPORT ON THE OANAL FROM EL-

LEHARA NYAR MATELLE 10 MIN.
ERY AND THENCE 10 *GAN-
ALAWE NEAR TRINCOMALIE,

By Mgssrs, Apius, CHURCHILL AND BAILEY.

Our attention having, in 1853, been drawn to the
remaing of an enormous stone bund across the
Ambanganga, at Ellehara, in the District of Ma'elle,

we resolved on taking the first opportunity of making
a close inspection of it, sand of tracing the Canal
which, according to tradition, was directed from that
River into the Gantalawe Tank near Trincomalie.
Uircumstances prevented ouracrying out our intention
until lately, and, having now completed our explora-
tion of this, the most extensive work of irrigation
in Ceylon, we are induced to throw the information
which we have collected, into the form of a Report,
for the information of Government, as it may, at
some future period, prove useful.

It is recorded in the native histories of Ceylon,
that Canals gwere formed, which conveyed the waters
of the “Karaganga” to Min#ery; and thence to
Gantalawe ; and these are attributed to king Mahasen,
who reigned A.p. 275. Nati®e history also records
that Prakrama Bahoo I., who reigned AgD, 1133,
diverted the waters of t®e same * Karaganga ”into
“the Sea of Prakrama.” Local tradition assigns the
Canal at Ellehara to Mahagen, and the buund across
the Ambanganga to Prakrama Bahoo: and Major
Korbes, in his work on Ceylon, mentions having
procured an inscription from a stors pillar, which
at the time he wrote, existed in the ruins of the
bund, ¢ signifying that the Canal was completed by
the happy, vicgprious, and illustrious monarch of
Cey'on, lE’ra.];ra&m:ua. Bahoo.”*

Now, as the Ambanganga is the only stream in
that part of the country, which bears the name of
“ Ganga,” or which deserves go he described as a
“river,”—as the bund at Ellehara is the greatest
work upon it, snd as we have ascertained, beyond
a doubt, that the Canal leading from it conveyed its
waters to Minn&y, and thence to Gantalswe,—these
facte, supported by the unvarying tradition existing
amoog the patives of, almost every vil age along its
route, reem to us satisfactorily to establish the
identity of the * Karaganga” with the Ambanganga ;
and therefire to prove, that the canals leading from
it were the works of Mahasen, who, we are told,
‘““formed the great Tank at Minnaria, ¥ and, by
demming up the Karaganga, turned its stream into
it,”” and * that he cut the Talwaita Ella Canal, by
which means he formed 20,000 fields, which he
dedicated to the Denenaka Wihare, wherety the Rice
grounds got the name of Dantalawe] (Gantslawe—
Kandaly§). Bat the inscription mentioned by Major
Forbes, as well as local tradition, ascribes the bund
to Prakarama Bahoo, whose 1eign commenced 852
years after the death of Mahasen. History also records,
as we mentioned before, that, smong the many canals
cut by him, ¢ for the purpose of diverting the rivers
in to the great Tanks,”” he formed * the Goodnaviree
Canal, to divert the waters of the Karaganga into the
Sea of Prakrama.”||

It seems theretore beyond dispute, that the “*Sea &
Prakrama » ®as in the neighbourhood of Ellehara, and
the remains of thae bund across the river, and the vast
size of the embankment between that place.and Xon-
drowawe, leave on ofFf minds the conviction, that, it
was formed by the enlargement of the works first
executed by Mahasen,

We are led to this conclusion by a careful exami-
nation of the gigantic embankments, in parts 80and 90
feet high; and by as careful a study of the adjacent
country, as our opportunities peemitted. When the
whole body of the river was diverted from its course,
the waters, receding, must have spread themselves over
many miles of flat or imperceptibly rising ground, {o the
foot of the Kondrowawe range of hille, and nine large

* Forbes’ Eleven Years in Ceylon, vol. 1I., p.95
allusion is also made tothe ivscription at page3S.
t+ Mahasen is still regarded as the Deity of Min-
pery: his shrine is there, and is regarded as the
most sacred in Ceylon.
I ¢&¥ (an offering) DED (8 plain.) [Ratker,.
“the river plain,” from ganga, river.—ED. L. R.]

- § See Turnour’s Epitome of the History of Ceylon,
publistied in the Ceylon Almanac for 1833. Also Maha-
wanse, p. 237. ;

o || See “Turnour’s Epitome,” and Note No. 1, af
end of Report,



OEYLON LITERARY REGISTER.

131

streams being turned by the embankment, a series of‘ worles of irrigation in Ceylon are of a comparatively

immense lagoons, extending,from Ellebara to Kondro-
wawe, must have been t)e consequence.

Reference to tlie engraving No IL. will shew, that,
in the first instance, &i® Canal was excava'ed to a
deep pool in the river and that the bund built by
Prakrama Bahoo, pribably . on the site of the
former one by Mahasgen, is at a considerable distance
below the mouth of the Canval, upon = ledge «f rock
stretching nearly across the rwiver. It is probable,
therefore, that Prakrama Bahoo tcok advintzege of the
existing works to assist him in carrying out his own
project. . # Ps :

The sitnation of the * Sea.cf Prakrama ” has never,
hitherto,been satisfactorily ascertained ; Major For'es
indeed surmised, that ti® geries of Liakes formed by this
QOanal, gight be *“the waters to which the vanity of a
King gave bis own pame ;”’ ®ut he adds ¢ that until this
Canal shall have been traced throuch the Konidrowawa
hills, the cxtent and difficulty of such an un’ertaking
must excite doubts whether it were successfully accom-
lished.”* ; Py

We have fo ®raced it and have, ws think, proved
that Major Forbes’ surmises are correct. In no other
parts of C:sylon are there the remains of so meny, and
80 extensive, lagoons, so closely adjgining each other.
In no part of the Island is there, ss fay as we know, cne
continuous, embarkment, extending, without intermis-
sion, for 24 miles, aund varyiuvg from 40 to 90 feet in
height.

The * Sea’ must b e ceased at Kondrowawe, for,
from the point where the commu ication branches off
t» Minnery and Giritella. the reduced proportions of
the embankments, and the altered r at®re of the country
gshew, that canals, only, extended to Minnery, Gan-
talawe and Giritella.

We began on the six‘h ulti¥o, by examining tha
commencement of the work at Ellehars, and taking
the dimensions of the stone bund.

The Ambangaunga is formed by the confluence, at or
near the village of Ambene, of four or five cyysiler-
able streams, taking theic'sources in the south and wesk
parts of Matelle, Thence itis called the Ambanganga.
A range of hills, commencing 'from a spur of the
liaggalle mountains, extends in a portherly direction
to the left or sonthern bank of the r ver, nearly opposite
the present viilage of Ellehara. At a point where this
rauge approaches within a cistance of 200 yards from
the river, a large embankment of earth, with stone
revetments, commenc syand exfends for about 150 yards,
terminaling in a wing wall about 15 fret in height,
Here begins the large spill-watsr, the length of which
was probably about 90 yards, and from its extremity
ran, at an obfuse angle, the great stone bund: this
extended sacross the stream, until it joined an immense
e rth embankment, wth stone revetments, averaging
60 feet in height, which still exists, an® leads {o the
mouth of Mahasen’s Uanal,

The remain of the spill-water maasure 76 jards in
length. This brings us to the edge of the river, and
it is evident, that it was continued for some 12
cr 14 yards further, to the roeky founcation in
the bed of the river on which the great stone Lund
was  built. The breadth at the tcp, at its tou hern
end, iz 29 yards, end at the northern end, where
it has Mecn carried away, 33. Its height ahbove
ithe level of the water ar ordinary seasons, is abont
40 feet, Itis bailt throughout of huge blocks of hawn
stone embedded in chunam, which still remains in the
interstices. The stcnes in the interior of the work
were carved with figures, and evidently had formed
part of a building of an earlier date. This is also
observabie at Kalawawe¥ and Ba'elawewe, works of
irrigation in Nuwerakalawia, and also attributed to
Prakrama Bahoo, which seems to prove that the larger

# Forbes, p. 33 vol. II. 'We had arrived at the con-
. cluzion, that the series of Lakes thus formed, was the
Sea of Prakramsa, before seeing Major Forbes’ remarks :
and were surprised at the coincidence, when at Polli-
parua we rea’d the pssspe which we quotae above.
+ Dasenkelliya or Dhaator Sena, probably formed
this Tank A, D, 405, but Prakrama Bahoo is said to
have improved and repaircd it. =

modern date. 5

Giroat engineering skill is shewn in preparing the
rock to receive the foundations of the large stone
bund across the river. Upon the outer side these con-
it of a trench, eut into the solid rock, to receive the
fyst laver of masonry: at a d¥stance of 25 fert inwards
i4 5 continnons row of holes, 2 feet square, and about
3 fert apart, and sunkto a depth of about 3 feet; into
these were fitted large store pillarg, the remains of
gomo of which, broken short off, are etill to be seen:
one of them protrudes above the sarface of .the rock
to the beight of about 2 feet.

Parallel to this, and at a distance of 10 feet from
it is another row of smaller holes, into which, also,
pillars were fitted to form the inner edge of the
masonry. From the angle in the gentre of the bund,
another row of koles exlends, in a semicircular direc-
tion, towards the spill-water. :

The annexzd engravings will lefter explain what wa
have thus attempted fo describe.

From tha northern extremity of the stone bund,
and nearlv in the same direction, =& large earthern
embankment, faced with stone revetments. extends as
far as the mouth of Mahsgen’s Canal—a distance of
nearly ha't a mil

The waters of t,h(grivar, checked by these vast em-
bank mrnts, must hava inundated the low lands lying
on ¢ither side of the riven, for a distance of about 10
mileg, thus forming the largest of that series of lagoons
which donbtless bore the name of the Sea of Prakrama.
As a proof that these low lands wers o inundated
gigantie koobonks, trees only growing in or near the im-
mediate neiehbourhood of water are now to be found, far
above the height to which the river overflows its banks.

At first sight it wonld appear, that here the river
naturally divides into two chennels, the one being
very mnch larger than the other: but on elger inspec-
{ion wa have come fo the conclusion. that what appesrs
the sma'ler bra ch wasg, in reality, the mouth of
M hasen’s Oanal, leading into a deep pool in the bed
of the rver, which with a bund very much smaller
than that, of which we bave deseribed the remains,
wounld have afforded =a sufficient supply of water for
the purpoies for which it is said to have been formed.

Prakrsma Bahoo, hawever, having eoncrived the idea
of formine his “Sea, ? constructed the bund we have
described, at a point where he could ob%ain a good
rocky foundation, snd cruld easily connect the high
ground on either side of the river. We were led to
the eoneclugion, that what new seems a s+ aller branch
of the river, iz artificial. and was the excavate! mouth
of the canal, by the fects of its banks being rocky and
precipitous, end verv much higher thsn the land on
the south sile of the river. This channel, therefore,
eould not have been formed by the natural course of
the water. :

Ata quarter of amiie from the mouth of the eanal,
the rush of water appears to have breached the bank
{hr-ush which the stream now flows, and joins the
river at some distance lowe~ down. There are here some
hewn stones seattered #bout, which are evidence of
the remains of the embankment: from this point,
therefors, the bed of the eanal 1s gnite dry; a very
small gtream orlv, in a slightly different direction,
beine led tn the fields now existing at Eileharra.

Trom the same spur of ‘he Tiaggalle mountgins, to
which we made allusion befora a range of -hills
extend in a north-easterly direction, throngh Kordro-
wawn, to within half a mile of the Minnery Lake.
The Amtangangn, having received the water of several
other streams, inte®sects these mountaing at the
villace of Ambene, and flows down to Ellehara, a
distance of about 14 miles.

To ecanduct the water of the Ambanganga to
Minnery, an® to divert the strcams falling from this ®
range of hills, this wond rful embsnkment, &hich®
extended, withou* inte-mis-ion for 2I miles, w:s
econstrueted. Its height, as b fir> mentioned, varies
from 40 to 90 feet, but taking its everace at 50 feet,
it must have ec-ntained more than 3,800,000 eubic
vards of earthwork, which with the masonry, would
have cost, at the present rate of labour, not less than
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£200,000. This only incluies the works from Re-
hara to Kondrowawe. The rauge of hills to which
wa have alluiied, are at some places, at a distance
of several miles from the embsnkment, and the ground,
intervening between it aud their base, being flat, or
rising with an almost imperceptible slop+, was sub-
me ged.. In other piﬂces,{he sfall spurs of the hills
approached so vear the ewmbankment, as to form a
series of jeanals eounecting the lagoons, which the
receding hills enclosed. Of these lagoons, the largest
wag - that at the stone bund across the river, where
the hills forms a Jarge ampbitheatre: eight others,
cennected by as many eanals, eovered the iutervening
spacs above the embankment, between Ellehars and
Kondrowawe.* : :
From the point at which the waters of the river
,have breached ths canal,the embankment continuis,
ebout 50 feet high, to the pressnt village of Elleh ra.
" At a distance of about a quarter of & mile from the
commeneement, advantage has been taken of a fAat
rok to form a rpill-water of about 70 feet wide,
with wing walls 15 feet high. This wag evidently as a
safeguard for the overflow of water in the great lagoon,
which, over this spill-water, returned to the river.
Mrr Turnour, in the Ceylon Almanaec for 1-33,
quoting from Mr. Brooke's notes, mentions, that at
the commenerment of the canal; o™ about 300 yards
from the Ambangapnga, a basin has been cut, about

300 to 400 yards in circumfercuce, said to have becn-

excavated when the canal was made, and no doubt
wasg originally a harbour for boats passivg up and
down. He adds, it bas also had a communication
with the eanal.” We oould find no tr.ce of this
basin, and think that Mr. Brooke must have
mistaken the spill-water which we bave described,
as the communi caiion to which he a'ludvs.

The p-esni village of HEilehara is situited at about
two miles from the mouth of the canal; ‘he fields
lie below the embankment, and are still “ecultivated
by means  of the water of the Ambauganga.” Mos:
of {ue bouses, however, are now upon ground formerly
part of the site of the great lagoon. A slaiee throu h
the embankment still conveys the wa'er to the fields.
Tne name of the village proves that its existence
commenced subsequent to the formation of the canal t

Tie few houses which yet remain occupied in this
once extensive village, are wretched to a degree; and

from the number of ruined and deserted huts, ard
traces of sites of former dwellings, thereis no doubt
that the place was once very flourishing; even when
Mp. Brocke pasced throuuch it, about 23 years ago,
it contained 60 families, which numb:r is now reduced
to 10. . .

On !:]ge Tth leaving our camp at Bllehara, we set
out to commence the exploration of the cunal towards
Kondrownwe. A road traced $owards Bauticaloa is
cut for three miles;, at no great distunce from thae
embaukment. Two ccnsiderable streams, the Kangatoo
Osa, and Kerandegalle E la, which were once ehecked
by the embankment, have breached it; the flrst about
‘half a mile, and the second at about two
miles fr m the - yvillage of Blichara, At about
a mile and a half from the last breach, sgtands g
gigantic Tamarind trer, on t'e top of the emba k-
ment. This tree, which me~sur s 26 teet 2 inches in
circumfer-nece is called the Orubesda Siembalagaha.§
Tradition has it, that boats sftoppivg there on ther
transit up and down the canal, were fastened; a d
the matives point out some sears nesri s root, which
they say are the marks of chams and ropes| It

* See Note No. 2, at end of Repert.

T @i & canal, HSDeHD) to turn.

I Mr. Brooke er oneously pacss Ellehara
digtance of onlt nine'miles from Nalande.
Bowever, is abou’ 19 miles.

’y VGV zeBeBDEi®®m “The Tamarind tree to
which boats are fico,” i

|| It the wounds penetrated the bark of the tren,
whieh they doubtless did, and reached tha wood,
. Mr, Thwaites, the Superittendent of the Royal Bota-
nical Gardens at Peradenia, informs us, that their
marks wounld never be effaced; and that, were the

at &
Its distance
()

& worthy of remark, that there is no other tree
wear it at all approaching db in size, and it ja evi-
dently a tree of very great age. We have found the
trrditions regarding the canal so cousistent tkroughout,
that we cinnot help layitg %ome stress on  this
legend, for we have the most satisfactory proof, from
the size of the embankment, that the line from
Kondrowawe to Hllehara was navigable. This tree
stunds at the end of the seco d large lagoon, and near
it are the foundations of some building on the ea-
Eaukment, whieh was, &t this point, about 90 feet
igh.,

in consequenge of*the ligh lands approaching the
embankment, & canal extends for % mile into the next
lagoon, which begins at a spot where the Hirettia
Oyva renters it, and affer flowi® along the embank-
jnent  for a short distance, breaches it, a @ flows
‘Iown to the river. About Balf a mile forther on.it
im again breached by the Bakamoonoo Hila, From
this piiot, half a mile of cinal leads into another
large lagoon, along the base of which tiie embank-
megt extends for'two miles, when the natural high
lind approaches, and forms, with it, a®canal, which
extends ha'f a mile to the Kottapitiya Oya, which
has breachei the bank The lateness of tha eveving
here cblig'd ns tg return to E'l hara.

We mnow found couvsid-rable difficulty in obtaining
any ¢ne who would undertake to guide s to Kon-
drowawe: for, though mary bad erossed the embank-
ment at d fietent p'aces, no onrgnad ever gone along
it; and the distance and difficulties of the route
were greatly exaguerated by the people, from their
ufter ignorance of it, and their foar that no wafer
might be found WYy the wav. 7The country between
Ellehara and Koundrowawe is now an alimost impene-
trable jungle, noarly des itute of wa‘ce, ab this the
dry seison, with ouly the site of a deserled village
here ani there: :

Hiving at length succeeded in obtaining a hunter

. from Kondrowawe, who undertook to guide us, althcugh

he admirted that that part of the country was very
imperfec ly known to him,we dispateh d our largs tent,
horses, aund all the baggage we coald spare, by the
known road, which is a very circuitous one, to Kondro-
wawe, and on the morningz of the 9th, reking with us
only a smsll tent, supplies for’two days, and as much

“w.ter as we could procurs gourds to coulain, we started

to prosecute our trace as long as daylight lasted. We
quickly walked over the gr und whieh we had chai ed
the day before, and recommenced oar survey £ om the
Kottapitis Oya. While breakfasting, we imprudently
gsent on our guides and eatty-men, with a view to
expedite our work, and lost some time from having
missed our way, the bigh banks of the Oya misleading
us, as they closely resem led the embankment which

[ was hidden from us by the thick jungle, hut which ®

we afterwaris ®und, 1 {6 the river st a gharp aung'e.
Oo regaimng the embankm nt, we found that it gra-
daally increased in rize till it averaged, for many
miles, 80 eeb in height.- Tor nearly three miles we
t uad it without a breach, and it was evident, from
the absence of junule immediately abov: it, that in
the wet season a considerable quantity of water colliots
al ng it. Here the lag on ust have bheen very ez-
tensive, as the base of the hills is four or five miles
from the embankment. s

A little further on we f und it breached, in two
places, by a considerable stream, the K-erawanahesna
Ella,wh ch riges in the K nivowaws range. Ior aboub
thr z-quarters of a mile, a'canal connects his Ingoon
wi h the adjoining one. Evening w s by this time
clostng iu, and as we found that 1uch of our supply
of water had been drunk by the coolies to whom it
hal lbeen entrusted, it beeame necessary to seek for
camping ground at s mse reasonahle distance from g
spring  Our guide, who bhed hanted over this part of
the ecanal, undertook to lead us to a plain about g
mile trom the Eila, atabout two milés from which

bark over the Wounds removed, it is very probable,
nouwithstanding the lapse of time since they were
inflijted, that trages of the injury to the wood
wouid be visible,
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there was a spring. We then sent our coolies to pitcie
the tent and bring water, whi'e we econtinued - ur
survey as'ong as light permitted. W ceased chaining
st a large rock spill-water, and it being too dark o
take its dimensions,k shem, we were guided to our
halting place. '
.~ Harly on the 10th we :
. We found it a sheet of emonth rock, about 12 feet in
. height, 110 feet long, ard 110 in breadth, At one end
of it is | a channel cut through the solid rock, 7 faet
deep, 6 feet wide, into which. stuice gat~s evidently
fitted, for the irrigation of the fields below. Wing
walls rose at «ither end, aboub 20 f et sbave the level
of the spill-water- elow the spill, shd cutside the
large embankment, iy another embankmen', of con-
siderable size, which @ppsreutly wasg for the purpose
of prn'tict-fng the fields, immediately below, in gr-at
floods, s well s for convewng the water to oth: r parts'
of the country for the purpore of irrigation. We regreg
that we had not time to explore this branch, below
which, we were informed, 'ies a yast p'ain, called Patam-
begata Hila. Domoonoo, where, dounbtless, were forme&'ly
the fields irii.eted by this sluice.

Opposite to the spill-water, and continuing parallel
to the embankmen* for & considerable distance, we
obse v=d, at about 100 feet from i, a small earth bank
about 6 feet hizh which mav either 1®ve beon intended
to 1 gulate the flow of water over the spill, ot to confine
it. in a canal, in the dry season, for the purpose of
navigation. ' e

At about two miles $rom the spill-water, the Iagoon
terminates in a canal eut throvgh rock, for a distance
of about 200 yaads, and ahout 30 feet in width ; at the
end of which the embankment is acen breached bv a
stream, now called the Atianihade Ella Two other

* breaches ocenr abrut a mil: furth=r on canced by the
Moegolle B! a. One ofthem. rrab®bly, is at the spobwhete
the sluice for the irrization of the fi 1ds of the now de-
serted viliage of Onipoferam~ exis'ed. *

The high groutd here approaches the embankment,
and a canai, for about three quarters of a mile, exten’s
4o the gite of the des rted village of Talaco'epitia, the
fields of which were formerly 1rrizeted by the water
of Pé-olom, a large Tauk situated abont 4 miles west
of the embankment. This village was deseted 25
years ago, and a few fiells ave still cultivated by the
people of Kondrowawe, below the great embankment,
by the water which eScapes from the ruined tank in
the rainy season, in a stream called the Radawigi Oya,
which har breached the ewbankment just beyond
Talacolepitiya. s

We now approach the 'plaing adjoining Kondro-
wawe, and owing to our guide’s ienarance of the
country, and the thickness of the. jungle, agzain
wandered from the embankment, which however,
efter  some hours’ searel, we regdined, about a mile
and a half from the villige of Kondigwawe, where
we met our pecople whom we had sent by the
road, and breakfasted. Here there is shill a consider-
ably larger tank about the embankment and at a
higher level than the canal. This apparently was fed

- both by streams {falline from the hills, and from
ihe water of Pécclom tank. It is separated from the
canal by a large «mbankment. Having ascertained
that the spot at which the ecanal branched off to
Minery and Giritella was two wmiles further on, we
p_ro[::eeded thither, and there encamped for the
mght.

Between the village and this point, we passed two
sluices, long disused, but originally for the purpese
of irrigating the numerous fields once existing below
the embankment. The first of these penetrated the
embankment at & spot where advantage had be€n
taken of & wvatural rock to form a spill-water,
which is singular from the fact of its having two
levels, The entire breadfh, inelnding both spills,
from wing-wall to wing-wall, is 200 feet. The lower

* spill-water is about 8 feet frow the present bed of
the canal, and measures in breadth about 50 feet:
the level of the higher spill-water is ahont 10 fee!
higher, and was 150 in breadth, and throneh it are
two sluices, nearly at the level of the canail, each twn

feet equare. The length was nearly 200 feet, Large

retorned to the spill water.

waste plaing are described as lving below this water,
onece, doubtless, rich Padly fi Ids; and the natives
deseribed an embankment similar to tha* which we
had observed at the o ber spill-water, This, however,
we had no% time to explore.

The second sluice wis so dilapidaeted, that we eould
not, disgtingtish i's plan. There was, evidently, mno
gpill-water here, and the natives could give us mno
inf rmation concerning it. :

Th- direct line of eanals and lagoons from B lehara
terminates beyvond this sluice, in & s*one gpill-water,
at s shorh di-tynce above which branch off two
canals, the one on the right, leading to Giritella
Tank, and that to the left, said toleal to Minnery.
The spi'l-wat-r at the extrenmitv of the canal eonsists
of a solid mess of masonry, 112 feet in length, and
56 fest in breadth, and like the one which we
noticed before pis at two different elevations, the
lower one having a breadth of 20 feef, and theupper
of 36 feet. The level of the one is about four fee
above that of the other. The masonry of this
spill water is honded together in a very peculiar
manner, combining every pessible mode of presenting
resistance to the flood of water over it, The innner
fices of the embankment here were protected from
the action of the water by strong wing-walls.

The distance from the month of Mahagen’s Canal
to the spill-water is about 24 miles.

On the morning of the 11th, we gent our tents and
people direct to Minnery, by the native path, and having
obtrined a gi'de who undertook to bring us by the
Canal to that place, we proceeded with our survey
preferrine the main branch to Minnery to the smaller
ona to Ciritella, After chaining for one and a half
miles. we found that the direction of this eanal bore
considarably to the westward; and aftes some hesitation,
our euides confessed that they hadenever been th-ora
hefore, and that they now believed that this canal led
to Peeslom, insftead of the Minnery, the only eon-
nection with tha latter place being, they. averred, by
means of a sandy stream called the Talawa‘ura, which
conveyed the surplus of the great canal over the spill-
water:*

As we had sent all over baggage to Minnery, and
econld form no idea of the distance to Pecolom, we
were reluctantly obliged th abandon the exploration of
this canal, resolving, huwever, to return, in the first

. opportunity and sncisfy ourselves as to its dirvection.

We accordingly left the caval before one of its breaches,
and following tha Talawatura for a considerable
distance reached Minnery Lake through the old Tank
of Katukaliawe.

Feover brought on by exposurs, compelled us to halt
here the whole of the following day, and on the 13th
we  procee”ed, through Gir'tella, to visis the ruins at
Pollinura. Here we remained for three days, as we
were all suffering more or less from fever, and on
the 17th we returned, passing through the village of
Minvery, and encamped between the outlets of Ganta-
lawe and Kowde'la cana's. These outlets were for the
escape of the surplus water of the Minnery Lake;
the lower one, which is called the Mahawana, conveyzd
the water to the once enormous tank of Kowdela:
the upper, or Aga'awann, led the water to the Gan.
talawe or Kandelly Tanls

We chese the latter, as it was the principal work,
and on the morning of the 18th, under the gnidances
of an intelligent Weddah, we commene-d trac'ng this
canal, the course of which, except for the first three
miles, ha<inever before been explored. At the Waddah
village of Rotewewa we found the people most primi-
tive. They hove bees settled here from a very remote
period, and said, that once they owned all the adjoining
lands. This village, and that of Potane, they told us,
are presided over ba a Weddah chief, who bears the
title of the Rangdom, or the *Golden bow,” unfortu-,
nately for us, this Obief was from home on & sheoting
expedition, and we had not an opportunity of making
his acquaintance, but we saw his quiver, full of arrows,
which he bad left behind.

# Bee Note No 3, at end of Report.

.
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to insp ct the great breach n the Kowdolla Tank,
which we were inform:-d was only two miles off :
the distance, bowever, turn:d oul to bs at east sx
the pa h lying through part or the bed of the Tank,
now a vast fores'. Th - walk, fatiguing as it was,
well repaid us, for not®ngz conld have given us zo
go.d au idea of the immense size of the Kowdella
Tank, as the view of ths, the principal breach in
it. The Gal Oya has breached the em'ankment of
Kowdella, where tie river had been dammed acr.ss,
at & poin wh re two natur:l hills approched its
bauks, These are not less thin 90 feet above the
present 1 vel of the water. The brea th of the
breach cannot be less th n 200 feet at the iop;
the bottom of the breach is now a large and d ep
pool of water, in which we saw several hugs alh-
gators. We had not time to go ¢y to examine the
stone buud, which has already becl described by
Mr. Bertolacei and Dr. Davy *

Wo returned t6 Rotewewa for breakfast, and
afterwards followed the ginal for three miles further
on, where the Gal Oya has breach:d it. At abous
& quarter of a mile up the river, we fouud the
rains of a palace,said to haye been buils by Mahasen,
which is now callel Narva' Morella Maligawa, aud
encamped in a plain adjoining it.

Having now ascertsined that the course of the
canal, from Minnery to Ganta'awe, lay at a higher
level than the Kowdella Tank, and not through
i, as supposed by Mr. Turnour, + and having found
that the difficulties ef proce-ding along the Dbed of
the canal were so greab, as to rendec i probabls
that cutting our way through the dense jungle wou d
occupy more of our time than we could spare, we
struck from this point on the morning of the 19 &,
to the high road to Trincomalie, which w e reachad
at Gal O,a resi-house.

We contivurd along the high road towards Gan-
talawe, and came again upon the canal, whers it
crosses the road, mnear Iitoolou'a, at the point
noticed by Iseut, Aicheton, :

Th«t Officer observes, * About 4 miles from the
Tunk of Dasfalawa or Kaudalla, the road crosses
a canal from 20 to 30 feet broad, formed by an
immense embankment ttrown up on the lower side.

This canal is said to be supplied by the waters
of the Ambanganga, that river beizg dammed up
and turned int, this channel at Ellehara feeding the
Tanks of Miupery and Kowdella, in its courvse
to Dantalawa.” (See Ceylon Almanac for 1833, p. 251.)

The tradition of the origin of this canal was correctly
given to Lieut. Atcheson, but he seems to have fallen
into the same mistake as Mr. Turnour, in supposing
that it passed through Kowdella Tank in its way to
Gantalawe. We coutinued our journey to Kandelly,
but found that there the tradition had bec:me very
faint and vague, in consequence of a Malabar popula-
tion having superseded the Siughalese, The following
morning we went to the Tank, but as cur time was
too limited to admiu of a lengthened seareh, and in
the absznecs of native informa ion to guide us, we
could not ascertain, with any degree of ce:tainty, the
point at which the canal enters it. An old man,
almost the only ona who appeared to have ever heard
of the canal, pointzd out tous a sandy river, which,
he said, be always understuod was the puint where
the canal eame in, and near it we thought we could
trace the remains of an embankment.

We do mnob, however, regard our failure at this
pomt, as a matter of any importance, as the ex-
istence of a range of hills on the western siée of the
road, extending from the place at which the canal
erosses it, to the Tank, renders it impossible thut it
could have led any where else than to Kandelly. We
were informed by the villagers that an &nbankment
‘existse leading from Gantalawe Tank to Indiriweve, a
Tank a short distance to the north.

#* See Oeylon Alfanac for 1833. App. p. 275.
t See extract from Mr, Turnour, in My, Brooke’s
Journal, p. &7,
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Leaving our tent and people here, we proceeded L We now veturned to Gal Oya, and determined to

complete ths link b twe.n Koidorwawe and ‘Minnery,
which we had lost by thd misrepresentations of the
peopie of the f rm r place. We procesded through
Se-wirt to P coiom. ‘t'o judge by its emb nkment,
which is the lsr.est we have® seen, Pecolom musb
hav- bee | one of the mos» consite-able T nks in this
neighbourhood, inferior only 1o Minnery and Kowdella.
The r vetmen s were coutinurd nearly to the top of its
embankment, proving that its depth must have been
very great.  We ascectaine] that this Tank was filled
by the Kuri-Oya, alarge stream, a most deserving 'he
name of a river, which rises in Nuweregalla Kandy,
in the uvorth-®ast part of Mate le, and is divided from
the Ambhanganga by the Kondrowawe hills. 1t flowed
into Pecolom, and thenc: a pgrtof its surplus water
flow+d, through the Mada Horowe, or low level sluice,
where it has broken the Lgad, to Minnery : ®and the
emainder eseaped through tlie Goda Horowe, or high

faval sluice towards Kondrowawe irrigsfing Meegaha-

welle, Talacolapitfya, and other tracts of lands, and
eventually falling into the Hllehara canal.. The Goda
H®rowe still exists, and the water coblected by the
ruined embackment in wet weather, flows down in a
large stream now called the Radawige Oya, which
as woe before mentioned, breached the canal embank-
ment neir Talac@apitiya. :

From Péeolom we proceeded to Kondrowawe, a
distarge of about four miles, and having brought with
us guides, i*whnm we could place greater reliancs
than in cur former ones, we coMmenced, on the 22nd,
to follow out the cama! tiwards Minnery, which we
had formerly been cbigel to abandon., Having satis-
fisd onrselves that the ¢4nal, most probably, did lead
to Minnery, wa started on the merning of the 28rd,
having sent our horses by the path to the village of
Ihekooloowaitia, on th-ehanks of that lake, and surveyed
the can:l into the village tank, which is separated
from Mfnnery by its embankment only. The distanes
was five miles, and the canal was found {6 be mueh
smaller and less pe:fect them any we had previously
surv:yed. The numerons breaches are to be atiributed
to ths close preximiry of the hills. The greater part of
it is excavated, instead of being embanked. Not far
trom the point where the canal enters Ihikoolooweve,
we found a stone breakwater, dividing the stream. Wa
followed the larger and lower branch, having gone along
the other one for a short distance, and found it very
indistinet and at a much higher level. We consider
that this branch was simply for the escape of surplus
water lest the swollen stream of the canal should
destroy ths embankment of the Tank, which is not
far from the point at which it enters it.

(T'o be continued.)

oVUR REVIEWER.

THE ESSAYS OF ELIA,

“ The Essays of Elia, by Charlee Lamb, with In-
troduction by Ernest Rhys,'”is the title of the latest
of the ‘Camelet’ saries.

Mr. Rhys in introducing thesa Essays to the
reader remarks : * There 15 less need to attempt
any new account of Lamb’s history because of
the admirable life by Canon Ainger which is well
within every one’s reach,” but adds that « it
is in the pages of Elia that the real colouring
of the author's picture may be found.”

These famous Kssays are arranged in chrono-
logical order, as may be seen by the list of contents _
as also the name of the magazine where they first ap
peared.—Walter Soott, publisher. Price 1s.

UIDE TO COLOMBO, With a Map. To .
which is added a Compendium of Useful
Information for the Traveller and Resident. By
G. J. A. BxeEN. Second Edition. R1-50 ; postage 5e.
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