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THE JILTING OF GEORGIE GERARD .
OR @ BIT OF OHEYLON SOOIETY LIFE.
In 12 COHAPTERH. '
BY G "LHEWIS,
. Fopmerly of Ceylon,

»

(Continued from page 202.)
Cuarrer IX:

““ Who are tho Nugents? 7 asked® Georgie of Mr.
Crawlord. “I know that they are to arrive to-
morrow, and one would think the Queen was coming
really, by the fuss everywhere! Marmaduke has a
turtle but it must not be turned into soup until
the Nugents come! As for Carrie; I can havdly
get n word from her, she ig so Q,usy, everything
nige is to be kept for the Nugents!™

“Mr. Nugent ig in the service, and he i# a man
very much to be pitied.”

(11 Why ? n

s 'Well, he hag been unlucky. He got into trouble
soms years ago; s subordinate of his made away
with some Government moneyg. There was an
investigation, poor Nugent was not only much
blamed for the loss, but had to make it good, and
was sent to an inferior post as a punichment. He
is now invalided home, and fears he may nob get
his pension., He is clever and delightful when he
is well,—poor man, his health is now shockingly
bad.” : :

“ And Mrs. Nugent? ”

“QOh't she i3 a kind good sort of woman, but
weighed down with cares and always grieving for
_her hugband’s grieyances ? But Ellie, dear little
Eilie, you will like her, the only girl I ever loved !”

dded, laughing.- _ :

* Girl! why I thought she was a child ?’ pouted
Georgie. »

% She is the dearest, quaintest,” began Mr. Oraw-
ford, but unfortunately some very important busi-
ness oalled him away, and he did not finish hig
gentence, and Georgie remained, turning over what
he had said, giving it imaginary weight and twiet-
ing it round till she had quite persuaded herself
that she was very ill-used by Mr. Crawiford, and
with -every intertion of taking a dislike to the
-Nugentg and epecially to *“ dear, little Ellie.”

From Caroline she could only gather th#t she
was “a dear ehild, Mr. Orawford thinks her most
interesting,” Georgie bit her lip with vexation.

¢¢ I sghall expect & great deal from all the Nugent
tamily tomorrow,” shes remarked, quite spitefully.
* They are all parzgons from everybody's acsount.”

“Not at all, my dear Goorgie. Not paragons,
buft great friends of ours, snd friends for whom we
feel the deepest sympathy. I want you to be very

" kind to them tomorrow.” :

“How can I like strangers?” was Georgie's in-
consequent remark only, The young lady was in
what nursemaids would call ¢‘a contrary mood.”
She would not help her gister in any of the small
preparations for the coming guests, but retired to

[her room, there to turn over her gowns and select
the most becoming for Nuwara Eliya. Should she
put on quite a gnew one tomorrow ? Not that she
cared for the ﬁugents a pin, but she would look
her best, and ecut out that miserable litile Ellie
whom My, Orawlord thought so interesfing, for-
gooth ! '

Tomorrow came, 8 very bright, more than hot
day. Mr. Crawford was to breakfast at the Maligawa,
but thig did noé confer the usual pleasure on
Georgie, :

She was pettish in her answers to the young man ;
he could not understand her mood fhis morning,
end looked quite perturbed and distressed. He did
not like women to show temper, though in his
present- phese of adfiring delight in  Georgie’s
gociely he would not hint at the word temper to
hergelf. She was such a child ; she wag feeling the
heat perhaps; or perhaps brooding over the past;
he would give her the benefit.of the doubf.

Mr. and Mrd. I.e Marchant, Miss Gerard, and
My, Crawford, of course, wera all assembled in the
verandah of the Maligawa to meet the expected
guests ; the gentlemen stood a little apars, the
gisters togethsr.

‘ Here they comes | " :

“0Oh ! good heavsng, Carrie, what an antediluvian
earriage, and oh, what a frumpish gown?¥’ ° =

“Hush, Georgis, they may hear you. How can
poor people follow the fasghions?"

The carriage wad of that kind called 8 * bandy,”
a mixture of a dogeart ani a phaeton, with a pro-
jecting hood fo it back and front, which gave it
rather the appearance of an old woman’s * ugly.”
The whole {urnout seemed in much need . of
repair, the ocoupants of the carriage looked gad
and faded.

* Thank goodness, the drive is over,” gasped Mr.
Nugent. i

*“Oh! thers is dear Mra. Le Marchant!” ecried
& youthful voice that had a far away nedent of
childish joy in it, * and My, Lie Marchant and Mr.
Orawford and a gtrange young lady!"

¢ Hdward, look! That must be Misg Gerard!
what a lovely colour! what a beautiful girl, so
prettily dreaged !” i :

'* My dear’Gerlrude, yon haye rose-coloured gpec-
tacles on always for novelties,” said her husband
tartly, ‘1 see merely astoul young woman with &
high colour and a blus frock.” S : -

“Oh! Bdward ! gaid Mrs. Nugent reproachtully,
‘““Buch a eweet look{ng girl!” ,

‘“H'm, I am too weak to argue, my dear.”

When the carriage stopped & chorus of greetings
began.. FKllie was the first to jump ont and warmly
kisg Mre, and Mr. Le Marchant. He was about to
Help Mrs; Nugent down from the carrigge, but

she hastily said: ¢ Never mind me, Mr. Le
Marchant, piay help Edward, you do not know
bow ill he has been, he was so ill lasgt
night."”

“lamnot whatI was,” said Mr. Nugent feebly

as ho was helped to descend, leaning heavily on his
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friend’s arm. He stumbled forward and would have
fallen if Mr. Crawford had not advanced and half
lifted, half carried him to the nearest long armchair,
He lay back in it with eyes closed, his complex-
ion a ghastly gray.

¢ Run for some water,_Ellie, dear!” oried Mrs,
Le Marchant. *‘I will ge% some brandy. 1 fear Mr.
Nugent hag fainted.”

Mra. Nugent began to sob bitterly. “ He would
not eat anything at tea this morning, I knew how it
would be: The drive has been too much for him,
and he would drive himself, he is so very, very ill.”

“ Why, cheer up, Mrs. Nugent!” said Mrs, Le
Marchant, speaking almost quickly. * He has
fainted, and no wonder, from starvation and fatigue ;
we shall soon get him round.”

‘“Ha won't eat, it is no use myp pressing him.
He wouldn’t even listen to Ellie this morning,’’

“ Perhaps he will take an egg flip,” said Mrs. Le
Marchant, ‘‘I have ordered one to be made, and
here is some brandy.”

Mr. Crawford in the meantime had sprinkled the
corpse-like face with water, and was fanning Mr,
Nugent.

“Qh! you ars all foo good,” said Mrs. Nugent
still weeping. Georgie stood a little apart, with a
glightly supercilious air, but she had had time to
obserye that her dreaded rival was merely a sallow
little slip of a girl of seven or eight at most !

¢¢Try and drink a little of this,” said Mrs, L.s Mar-

chant scothingly, holding the glass to the pale .

lips.

er. Nugent said he felt better, sat up and seemed
to revive a little, after which he was helped to his
room and left to quietude and a watchful ¢ boy,”
while Mrs: Nugent and Ellis were persuaded to come
to breakfast with the rest. * It would be as well,
my dear Caroline, to send the invalid some more
supporting nutriment than egg flip!"”

“T have ordered some good strong soup and dry
toast for him. I do hope Mr. Nugent may be
tempted to take a little.”

«1 am sure he will, he has had such a fancy for
Juanis’ cookery; heis always saying he could eat
it we had had a Juanis,” said Mrs. Nugent
plaintively.

« Ah, his native air will work wonders we will
trust,” said Mr. Lie Marchant, with bland chesriness.

“It is so hard to trust!” said Mrs. Nugent

piteously. :
S8he did indeed look the personification of
melancholy., ‘“And I remember her a handeome

and high-gpirited girl,”? said Mr. Le Marchant
afterwards to his sister-in-law, Georgie having
flippantly called Mrs. Nugent “quite ugly,” “old
thing.”

She had fine dark eyes, but the light in them
geemed quenched by tears; a fine but melauncholy
node, such as one sees in the pictures of the old
Reformers ; & mouth rather wide, with thin, sensitive
lips, and hair much streaked with grey. She
dressed dowdily as a matter of principle and eco-
nomy, for, strange though it may seem, shereally
had a hankerihg after the bright; the new, and
beautiful. Bhe loved a spectacle as mueh as did
Mr. Le Marchant; and thougly always predicting
gorrow for everybody, she liked cheerful society,
and took the very keenest interest in a love affair,
She was & strange mixture .of Cassandra and
Much-afraid; yet so self-sacrificing and so con-
goientious was she, that she would have made gz
devoted sister of mercy or nun of some rigid order,
although her views were at the other extreme of
Catholic. As a mother she was far too anxious;
she quenched the springs of joy in her child
by not being able to simulate gladness for one
moment.

CEYLON LITERARY REGISTER.

" what she
harping upon in different gords.

The Nugents' circumstances were certainly the
reverse of prosperous; and tothe most cheerful
spirit the future at home, thean almost unknown
country, amongst strangers, with an invalid husband

“Life 's a wale” was was always

and emall means, would have been rather
appalling.

The effort of keeping Mrs. Nugent’s spirits up atb
breakfast proved an insuperabla task to Mr. Le
Marchant, so he contented himself with recommend-
ing her-thigg or that dish, Mr. and Mrs. Le
Marchant sat at oppoeite ends of the table, and on
| one gide of Mrs. Le Marchant sat Eliie; Mr. Craw-
| ford on the other gide, Mrs® Nugent next to him
- and nearest her host, and Georgie oppos#e Mrs.
| Nugent. Ellie did not oclipy her usual place, which
- was at Mr. Lie Marchant’s end of the table, as she
had to fill her father’s chair, Mrs. Le Marchant
tried to cheer the child at least, as the mother's
| was a hopeless case, and Ellie bright®ned up at the
idea of ¢ three little parrots, dear little things, all
for yourself, to take home with you and two cages
for them." .

“ Oh ! how nice. Are they here? When may I go
and see them?”

““Yes, they are here, and you shall see them by-
and-by. You must try and gteach them to talle,
Ellie : one doessay, ‘How d'ye do?’ in a funny voice,
and says some Sinhalese words besides.”

“Oh! I shall 1gke them if they can talk!” said the
child. She was not-a pretty child by any means,
and her sallow complexion showed at its worst
in the sombre browms and grays chosen for her
garments invariably, her mother’s theory being that
those colours lasted better than brighter ones. But
nothing could take away the fact that Kllie's face

was & remarkable one by reason of its depth
of expression and the deep dark eyes that
positively mesmerized you when fixed in their

gaze.

“ Byes that would make a murderer confess hisg
crime at once,” Mr. Crawford had ssid ere now,
and now he remarked, seeing the child’s gaze
fixed on him: “What isit, Ellie? I have nothing
on my consociencs, I assure you !’

But then he coloured up and actually bluchad,
Miss Gerard gave a ‘‘gide glance &nd looked
down.” Perhaps it was her eyes, not Ellie's, that
caused the unusual emotion.

It was certain that Lewis Crawford’s meag
was taken up_with Miss Gerard at that moment,
and he was 1hinking of what his mother would
say when she received his latest letter, which
not only contained a rapturous account of Mijss
Gerard, but the following proposition: ¢ What
would you sey if I were to marry? "

His mother was very much fo him. but he was
more to his mother, he knew; he was her support
and her all, and, good woman though she was,
he knew, he {feared, that she was not of the
stuff to welcome a rival in her son’s affections, a
pretender to hers. :

Given a man of euch and such a complexion
and character, and you cannot infer the sort of
wife he will have;, for indeed the reasons of a
man’s choice are very complex. Passion or pique,
a wager, & theory, opportunity, and often, most
potent and only cause, propinquity, with all the
world to choose from, an extra million of women,
a man chooses in some out-of-the-way corner and
makes-'the most unsuitable choize.

Alas! alag! and there are still people left
to maintain that all marriages are made in
heaven. :

(To be continued.)




CEYLON LITERARY REGISTER.

211

W

RUMOURS AS
PETERS AND ST, THUMAS’
CHURCHES.

The question of #h&® sale or exchange of 8¢,
Peter’'s Church, Colombo, has been again, it ig
believed, oocupying the attention of the trustees.
The subject was broached in 1878, and 1879, when
on the one hand the creation of the Grand Hotel
and the increase of the harbor trade had made
people doubt whether the position was any longer
a desirable one for a shurch, and on ghe other, the
desire to ereot a new ocathedral, which was very
strong in many minde, led them to think of obtain-
ing part of the funde for it from the sale of Sf.
Poter's. @ It was then a common complaint that the
gmell of the hotel dinners ®which came through the
vestry failed, strong as it wag, to drive out
the gmell of dried. fish which entered from the
West. And the cathedral at Mutwal was pronounced
altogether too# small for the congregation, or to

. accommodate with dignity the increasing number
of clergy who assembled at Ordinations and Vigita-
tions, A cathedral ccmmittes was &cnrmad, and we
believe some few subscriptions wele collected and
are still in the Bishop’s hands; and the military
authorities agreed to resign their claim on the ¢ Old
Rifle Parade Ground " or part of it, in favor of a
-church which should Be at once the new Oathedral
and the new garrison church. This was in 1878-79.

Boon afterwards came the announgement of *‘ Dis-
establishment”, and it was evident that all the
efforts of the clergy in regard to raising money
would ba required to meet theenew demands which
the withdrawal of state aid would cause. At the same
time the improved management of both the harbour
and the hotel diminished the smells; St. Peter”
had been a good deal improved by & new arranges
ment of seats and some gifts of handsome furniture,
and the subject of its sale was again at rest.

It was raised afresh in 1885-86. Tha three
trustees, viz., the Bishop, the General, Sir J, McLeod,
and the Oolonial Secretary, Sir Cecil Smith, went g0
far, we have understood, as to draw up a memorial
applying for an Ordinance which should give them
power to sell St. Peter’s church, and to apply the
progeeds to the erection of a new church, or two
new churches, which should more suitably fulfil the
purposes of their Trust. This step was suggested,
we believe, by the late Arohdeacon’s coming to Uo-
logbo, and proposing to associate, with the work of
the acting Military Chapisin to the Garrison, work
among the English-speaking populatio® of ths Cin-
namon Gardens, Among the various proposals
which was issued in the enlargement of the Polwatta
Sinhaless chapel into what i3 now 8t. Michael's, one
‘peheme whioh found favour in high quarters was
the erection of a church on a gite (which was to
be sold for the purpose by Government) in the
“ Circular’” near * Alexandra House.,”” And it was
suggested that of the sum of R50,000, which was
expected from the sale of 8. Peter’s, part should bs
spent on this ‘' Cinnamon Gardens Church”, whils
the rest should go to the erection of a *@Garrison
Church’ in or near to the Old Parade Ground. These

- plans also fell through, and the question slept again.
. It has been awakened for the third time, if rumour
may bs trusted—and we have something more than
rumour {o go upon—by the suggestion that the site
of 8i, Peter’s would be a good one for a new Post
Office. The trustees were not this time the appli-
cants for powers to gell, but it seemed likely that it
might be the interest of Government to make them
an offer. R50,000, wé are informed; is the sum which
the trustees would have stood out for. But it is
now understood that a different site is likely to bg

seleated for the Pogt Offige, and in all probability

79 THE SALE OF &§T. thirf often disturbed question may slumber onge more,

he idea of selling a consecrated building, iq a
very distasteful one; nor is our dislike for it dimins
ished by the reflaction that 8t. Pater’s was conse-
orated by Bishop Heber. On the other hand it was
originally, we believe, a banquatting hall ; and this,
we suppose, may diminish®he reluctance with which
the trustees, and especially the Bishop, must advo-
oate its secularigation.

It “is a ourious thing that, while rumours have
been going about that St. Peter’s ig to be sold, there
should also be rumours of an even more alarming
kind about St. Thomas’—tha venerable Tamil church
by the sea;—that it is to be seized by the military
force and turned into a battery! Whether the
military authorities have really any such degign we
oannot say; thgugh one eau understand their being
tempted by its convenient elevation and its admi-
rable position above the barbor. If the military
authorities at home are determined to have a thing,
it iz difficult we know—though our Governors have
sometimes shown that it is not impossible to keep
their hands off it. Buf, if this is done, it will be
done by foree. We may feel sure that the Bishop
will never bs a congenting party to this, There may,
of course, be a degree of military neceggity which
would justify the demolition even of a church for
purposes of defence; but we can hardly oonceive
of such necessity in this case. We should not call
it saorilegs, for, of courae, the means would be given
of replacing the church by another, but it would be
an intrasion on sacredness of what has been sst
apart for God, which only extreme necesgity could
excuse. It would be also a oruel destruction of old
associations,—associations which have made the
Tamil churchmen of Colombo, stirred up by Mr.
W. E. Sharpe, and encouraged by Mr. Arndf, rally
of late in a remarkable way to this ancient chureh
of theirs, and subsoribe liberally for its endowment.
—Diocesan Gazette.,

#
THE FOLK-LORE OF CEYLON.

[The writer of the following, who is himself g
member of the Council of the Folk-Lore Society,
will be interested to learn that already something
has been dons to resoue from oblivion the fast
fading popular Bstories, songs; tradition &e. of
Ceylon ; though in no systematic way. In the
pages of the Journal of the local branch of the
Royal Asiatic Society and ths * Orientalist,”” and
to some extentin our own pages, will be found
papers on folk-lore. Among workers in this field
we may mention the late Maha Mudaliyar Louis
De Zoysa, Mr. Wm. Goonetilleke and Miss Jane
Goonetilleke, and Mr, W. Kaight James; while trans-
lations of jatakas (the oldest collection of folk-
tales in the world) have been made by Bishop
Copleston, the Hon, Mr. Panabokke and soma
others, Instead of a Oeylon branch of the Folk-
Lore Society, we should suggest a Folk-Lore Com-
mittee of the Ceylon Branch of the Royal Asiatic
Bociety. The subject might be considered at the
next general meeting of the Society.—En, L. R.]

ON FOLKLORE:
By Proressor A, O. HapbooN, oF DusLIN,

It is not everyone who bas the particular order
of mind or special training requisite for the suc-
asssiul study of the various branctes of natural
history or other sciences—but there are many
ways in which the ordinarily educated person me¥y
effectively add to the knowledge of the world—
as the wise John Ray wrote 200 years ago con-
cerning the ttady of Nature:—¢ Lot us endeivour
to promote at;d encrease this Knowledge, and makae
new Digcoveries, not so much distrusting our owq
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Parts, or despairing of our own Abilities, gs fo
think that our Industry oan add mothing to the
Invention of our Ancestors, or correct ayny of their
Mistakes....Much might be done, would we but
endeavour, and nothing i¢ insuperable to Pains
and Patience. I know that anew Study af first,
geems very vast, inbrie®te and difficult; but after
a little resclution and progress, after & Man becomes

a little acquainted, as I may go say, with it, his_

Understanding is- wonderfully clésred up and
enlarged, the Difficulties vanish, and - the thing
grows espie and familisr.,”’ (“The Wisdom of
God manifested in the Works of the Creation.")
The most interesting animal and at the same
time the most accessible is Man, and it is
hig Natural History that now requires to be
studied. : °

The Natural®History of Man runs on sall-fours
with the Naturel History of the lower animals,~
but it also runs beyond them to the same extent
that his intellect and moral naiure far surpass
qhose of the brute. There is an immense deal
yet to be done in studying and recording the
physical features of the various races of man, and
their arts and crafts, Especially ig this the case
for those unfortunate lower races with whom our
higher civilization has come into abrupt contact.
Where the transition has been too sudden the re-
sult bas usually been either complete extermination
or such & ccmplete breaking with the pust that
individualily hes become merged into & poor imitation
of the ¢ white man.”

It is not gufficiently recognised that even savage
races have become more or less specialized in
various direclions, even while remaiving at their
geveral planes of culture and civilization. In other
words they bave unconsciously worked out ecertain
gocial problems and have arrived at definite rules
of conduct. Why sheuld not the white man seek
to learn what the brown, yellow, 1ed and black
men have to teach? We acknowledge that Greece
was largely instrumental in teaching Huorope art
and philogsophy, that Rome taughi civil law and
militery organization, other nations have taught,
but we, alas, too often failed to learn. The
lite of the world, as a whole, is made wp of
the life of nations and peoples in like manner, as
the life of an animal is made- of the life of its
organs, the highest manilestations of life are
those whereihe greategt complexity is co-ordinated
intoe & harmonious whole. We can cosrcely
afford to lose the personal equation of even &
savage nation without impoverishing the life of
the world as a whole. When other races present
us with the fruit of their experience forages why
should we ignore it because they sare of a different
ahin-coloyr from ourselves ? OQur civilization ought
to be pliant encugh to assimilate what is worth
‘having irom whatever source. To take one example,
many South Sea men pracige a community of goods
which is almost apostolic; It would be advieable
for thoge who think such a slate of things desir-
able to sludy its effeet in the Pacific.

In other cases, for example in Europe and India
the replacement of savagery by civilization has
been & _very lengthy procegs, on account of ithe
slight differences in culture of the peoples brought
together by war or ccmmerce, and as a copsc querce
ancient custems and beliefs have lingered c¢n
to the present day. But we are living in a
period of rapid tracsition; the old lar dmarks
are fast becoming effaced, and manknd is

tending towards & colourless uniformity of Felief |

and practice.” In England this is tsinly due to
the Press, the Railway and the Schocl Board, and
no time is to be lost if thece old world relics are

nered,
to be garnered Digitized by Noolaham
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There iz in England an energetio society known
ag * The Iolk-Lore Sociely,” whose avowed object
ig “ the comparigon and idenfification of the sur-

vivals of archaic beliefs, customs and traditicng
in modern sages.’” * Folke are the less advanced
claeses in cultured nations, and their ¢ lore’ embraces
the relics of an unrecorded past. Folk-lore bears
therefore the same relation to Anthropology (or the
science which deals amongst cther matters with
savage beliefsand customs) that Palmontology does
lo Zooclogy; but instead of the fossils which are
studied being the fragments of crganisms they are
so-to-speak ®petrified ideas.,  Just as the Palaon-
tologigt has to reconstruct bis snimals from im-
veriect remains, or the Palgographist to spell out
the ancient and dim palipmsest ovexwﬂ%nn g8 it
18 by more recent charmeter, so has the Xolklorist
to recover from what is now merely iraditional
belief or usage what was once the living ereed
and practice of our remote. ancestors. There
are, doubtlegs, many people whoywould like to
collect folk-lore did they but Ynow -what to
do and how to-do it. In order {o meet this diffi-
culty Mr, G. L, Gomme, Director of ihe Folk-Lora
Society, has @roduced a Handbook * under the
auspices of the Society, Mr. Gomme, who has been
assisted by several iellow-members, is thoroughly
competent for the tagk, which though the result
appears small must really h®ve been very arduous,
He is the author (inter alia) of & suggestive little
bock which has been recently published entitled
*The Village ®ommunity,” which should prove in.
teresting to Apglo-Indians from the parallels wbich
he draws between gld English village customs and
practices in India, f

The subjest of Folk-Lore is divided into four
groups, each of which consists of several sube
groups. They are:— _

1. BuPERsTITIOUS BELIEF AND PRACTICE :—a Super-
stitions connected with great naturalebjects; b Tree and
Plant Soperstitions; ¢ Animal Superstitions; d Gob-
lindem ; e Witcheraft; 7 Lecoheraft; g Magio and.
Livination; & Behefs relatisg to future life; ¢ Supex-
stitions generally.

2, 'TrapirioNan Cusrows :—a Festival Customs; b
Certmonial Uustoms; e Games; d Local Customs,

3. TrapITioNAL NARRATIVES :- @ Nursery Tales or
Mirchen, Hero Tales, Droils, Fables and Apolgues;
b Crestion, Deluge, Fire and Doom Myths; ¢ Ballads
and Songs; d Place Legends snd Traditions,

4. Founkr-8AviNGs :(—a Jingles, Nursery Rhymes,
Riddles, &c.; b Proverbs ; ¢ Nicknames, Place Rhymes.
Each gection and subsection commences Wit a
short accomnt of the subject {reated in a com-
parative marcner, then follows a list of questions
for theuse of collectors. The examples which are
given “ by illuslrating the way in which the Folk-
lorist compares and identifies the beliefs, customs,
and traditicns of mcdern ages, are intended also
to illusirate the nature and importance of the work
needed from the collector. The value of this work
can only be messured by the amount of absolute
precision and faithfulness with which each collector
records every item of Folk-lore, keeping them per-
fectly distinet from any comments or other extra-
neeus matter,”

‘“ There is much fo he done in the library as well
ag among {folk,..,There is t0o much hidden in
Literature that one almost despairs of ever getting
it out again into the light of the day. Among the
kinds of literature that want careful reading and
examination for the purpose of exiracting the
folk-lcre may be especially mentioned early
* ¢ The Handbook of Folk-Lore,” by G. L. GeMME,

Londor, publiched for the Folk-lore Sceciety by D,
Nutt; 1890, price 2s 6d.

¢ T 8ir John Phear, foxmerly Obief Justice of Ceylo

-published a book on the same subjeot.—Ep. L. k.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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topographical works, local histories, books of travels
old newspapars, ete.” Two forms are given for the
tabulation of folk-tales or of customs or superstifions.

Why should not those interested in these subj:cts
band themelves togethegand form a “Ceylon Branch
of the Folk.lore Bociefy”’ ? In the Handbook it is
stated :—In Turopean countries for the most pert
there are native workers who are busy upon the
collection of Folk-lore; but in India and other
States under English dominion, besides savage
lands not politically attached to this sountry, there
18 an enormous field where the labourers are few.”

- L
et A ]
CEYLAGN'S ISLE.
°

Three years ago I sent s8me letters to the Pioseer
about my voyage out to Ceylon, but with ons or
two exceptions I regret that since then I have been
unable to send you much about life in the ¢ first
of Crown Col#nies.”” Now, while lying off Suez,
quaraniined for 24 hours, I cannot do better than
try and give the readers of the Pioneer a brief
glance at the mordera aspects of the land which
was dignified by the Ancients witl®so many pretty
and poetioal names, such ag *'The FEden of the
Western Wave,” ¢“the Pearl Drop in the Brow
of Ind,” &e. If Caylon were as beautiful in
olden times as it 48 today, and doubtless it was,
none of the lavish ecstasy with which it was
regarded was undeserved. It is ingeed & beautiful
island, clothed with verdure almost from its shores
to the highest mountain peak in the interior.
Many are the fair scenes on which the eye delights
to linger, while some of the scenery is as grand
and ingpiring as it 1is lovely: Extensive forests
cover a large portion of tho island. Thick and
impenetrable jungle defies progress in other parts,
while large portions of the colony are given up
to paddy fislds, coconut plantations, tea, coffee,
eocoa, tobacco and other estates. The forests are
stocked with magnificent timber, paddy (rice) is
the principal cultivation by the natives, who also
have the largest share in the coconut properties,
while the other estates are mostly in the hands
of British planters.

Only in the remote jungle districts, badly sup-
plied with water, where the Dsmon Fever reigns
supreme, can the climate of the island be said
to be unhealthy. Standing only ten degrees north
%E.tha Hquator it is decidedly hot, espscially in
the low-country. Such a climate is no doubt very
trying snd, in common parlance, t&kes it out of
ons a good deal, so that the same energy and
enterprise which characterise people who live in
more temperate climates can perhaps hardly be
expected. But as the present prosperity of Ceylon
shows it has not been, and is not now, altogether
wanting in enterprise. Some of the planting dis-
triots, which are mostly in the hills at an eleva-
tion of from 3,000 feet to 6,000 feef, possess
almost perfect climates, and to

THE JADED COLOMBO PEOPLE

there is a feeling of immense relief in going to the
hills, which most of the ladies do in the hottest
weather. Newara Eliza, [sic!] the Sanatorium, canbe
reached in aboub ten hours by railway from the
metropolis. The climate and the country have, of
course, some drawbacks, but none of them are of a
very serious nature. Three years in - Ceylon have
" indeed passed rapidly and pleasantly by. The colony
is interesting in a thousand different ways, and a more
hospitable and amiable people than the European
colonists, as a class, it would be difficult to find.
Though the European and the native classes do nof,

as a rule, associate very much together, there if, I

tham® is the case in most countries so situated.
Pergonally, T have always been treated with gréat
kindness and consideration by all the native Ceylonese
gentry 1 have comse across. Let every one speak
of men as he findg them. The real people, i.e.,
the great mass of the population are practically
a subservient class, and, generally speaking, they
are willing, obedient, and respeotful. But it is
not of the psople, their history, traditions, customs,
or character T wish to write just now. ~Neither
will T dwell upon the eminent success of the British
administration in the island, the altractions to the
traveller and visitor in the shape of beautiful scenery,
and grand historic monuments which take one
back, in distinet records, to a period of 2000 years
B.0., nor to the varied religions of the various races
who people the ®land. Ifig

THE PLANTING ENTERPRISE OF @EYLON

[ wish to bring chiefly before the readers of the
Pioneer, for theproducts of the island doubtless enter
More or less into the domestio” eaonomy of most of
their households. In passing I may mention that
native agriculture consist chiefly in the cultivation
of rice, cinnamon, coconut, the palmyra, kitul, and
areca-nut palms, tobacco, cotton, sugar-cane, &o. It
is with the British enterprisa I wish chiefly to deal.
For many, many years King Coffee held sway.
Introduced centuries ago, and first systematioally
cultivated by the Dutch in 1740, a great development
took place in 1837, when the industry was largely
taken up by British colonists and British oapital.
Merry days followed, and many a good man made hig
fortune out of coffee. The highest level of prosperity
was reached in 1868. Then the fell leaf disease
appeared, the effects of which spread disaster amongst
the planters, and almost brought about the ruin of the
colony. Hosts of estates were sold for ‘a mere song,”
and many a hitherto well-to-do planter became
almost penniless. But, as a body, the planters showed
that they oould bear adversity with fortitude as
they had welcomed prosperity with generosity. At once
they set about to try and repair the ruinous effects of
the coffee failure. - Amongst other new products
introduced were tea, cinchona, cocoa, cardomons,
india-rubber, Liberian coffee, &o., the cultivation of
which have gradually but surely raised Ceylon onoce
more to a level of fair prosperity. What has the
planting enterprise done for Ceylon apart from the
planters and other Europeans? This question may
be asked, let me answer it. 1t has nearly doubled the
population, it has quadrupled the revenus, the trade
of the island has been expanded nearly twenty-fold,
it has afforded employment to thousands of natives
who would otherwise probably have starved, it has
proved

*believe. legs acrimony gnd animogity between them

A VERITABLE ELDORADO

for immigrants from Southern India, in faot it has
been and still is, the mainstay of the island. The
benefits following in the train of those I have men-
tioned are too many to enumerate, but good wages,
more wholesome food, improved dwellings, and
better education are amongst those which stand
most apparent. Whatever Indian Congress dema-
gogues who go speechifying about England may say
to the contrary a®ut the condition of the people
in India, I assert that the Indian coolies on the
Ceylon estates are about the happiest and most
contented class of labourers in the world. The

phenomenal growth of the Ceylon tea industry is® e

one of the most striking facts in all agriculiural
history, and the popularity of Oeylon tea is growing
more and more every day. Most of the readers of
the Pioncer have doubtless already made themselveg
acquainted with our staple product. If they have
not I would advise them to go to their grocers and
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lay in a stock of
PURE OEYLON TEA FOR CHBISTMAS,

But let the groosrs make sure thaf they are nof
gelling some of the rubbish which has recently been
pawned upon the British public as Ceylon tea. While
the exports of China tea already ghows a decreass
of something hke 16,008,000 lb, compared to last
year, the export of Ceylon tea is steadily increasing.
In 1873 the quantity exported was only 23 1b., ir
1885 it had rigen to 4} million 1b,, and now the total
quantity shipped from Ceylon is, I think, about
42,000,000 1b, per annum, These figures speak most
eloquently for themselves,

In conclusion: the Pioneer has always been dis-
tinguighed for its staunch advocacy of Temperance
principles. But psople must drink something, and
it is not always well to drink wafer alone. Let
them drink pure Ceylon tea, and they will be pro-
vided with a beverage as economical ag it is pleasant
and beneficial. At the same time they will* be in-
directly doing their countrymen in Ceylon a good
turn, and contributing to the prosperity of the
brightest diadem of Britain’'s crown.” A, T. B.
— Yorkshire Pioneer.

=7

REPORT ON THE CANAL FROM ELLE-
HARA NYXAR MAIELLE 10 MIN-
NERY AND THENCE TO GA4N-
TALAWE NEAR TRINCOMALILE.

By Mgssrs, Apams, CHUROHILL AND Barmnmy,
(Continued from page 200.) =

There is, indeed, waste land in abundaneca.
iz an unlimited suoply of water.

Butit is difficult to settle a smal/ Oolony, in 8o wild, and
igolated, a position; and I know not from whence the
elements of alarge colony are to be drawn, espacially
when there are other Tanks like Minnery, and Kandelly,
which combine the same natural advantages, with the
vicinity of a Town, and a Port from which, if the
Home market failed, their produce might be ex-
ported. As to small settlements, the fate of the villages,
that lingered on, affer the removal of the Royal
residence from Pollinarus, shews how difficulb it is,
without a certain amount of actual physical forcs,
represented by numbers, to resist the influence of climate,
gickness, and isolation, The cholera, or the small-
pox, sweeps acrossa Distriet, and the survivors have
neither strength nor courage to continue their nsual
labours. The clearing of the water-courses is neglected ;
—the dams, broken down ;—the jungle allowed to
encroach upon the fields, that were once cultivated ;
—the paths that separate the village from its neigh-
bours, are overgrown:—and,” in a Very few years,
the beasts of the field become the lords of the soil,
and get the remnant of its human inhabitants at
defiance. The Tank Districts are full of abandoned
villages, of which this is the history;—and the most
lovely country, that I have ever seen, rich in all
the elements of successful industry, bids fair to
become, before long, the domain of the Klephant, and
the Bear, without a single human competitor. :

We left Pollinarualon thel7th Febuary, and followed
a jungle path for 6 miles, to Giritelli Tank, a
considerable eheet of water, which appears to be
turned to little, or no account. The Tank was
covered with every variety of birds, who were, evi-
dently, seldom disturbed; and_ the bones of an
Elephant were whitening upon the grass, close to the
spot, where the track emerges from the forest.
He was killed by the Vidahn of a mneighbouring
village, the lands of which had often suffered from

® his inroads. The village itself is going rapidly to
decay, and containg now, only five or six, famrlies.

From Giritelle to Minnery, (4 miles) the path lies
for 3 miles, through thick jungle, and for the Ilast
mile, through Paddy fields, watered by a stream, which
flows constantly from the Tank, and would irrigate
the whole 1,000 amunams of land, said, once, to

There

. |

In the evening we visited the Lake,—a much more
appropriate name than Ta k, for so large an expanse of
water, It is near 21 mil8s in circumference, and of
pecnliar shape, forming bays, where it receives its
prineipal feeders. The Bund, is, as usual, of enormous
solidity. :

There is no visible outlet, at the point from which
the stream, that supplies the Rice grounds issues. Yet
it is perennial; snd there can be no doubt that the
run of the water is regulated by one of those ancient
Sluices, placed under the bed of the lake, which, seem
to have answered as admirably the purposes for which
they were constructed, though modern engineers
canuot explafh their action. The embankments are
perfect. No symptoms ef decay appear any where.
T'he supply of water is most gbundant ; and noth ng
is wanted but population. From Minnery we went
to Kowdelly Tank, whichg is said to huive eqnalled
Minnery, and Kandelly together, in size, but is now
in ruins, the waters having burst the Bund at a period
g0 distant, that what was once the bed of the Tank,
is now a Forest, abounding in trees of the largest
dimeunsions. T :

The distance from Minnery was variously stated
at from 12 miles to 18. I think it 14, having been
3% hoursin,doing it. The road through thejungle is
good ; but when @ enters the bed of the tank, and
passes along the Bund, once coated with the stones
which are now scattered in irregular masses, or
traverses the old Rice grounds, which the Lake formerly
watered, the riding is difficult,@and even dangeroue,
The ground t o, had been poached by wild animals,
when wet, and their tracks were as hard as iron, at
the time of my wisit. It i3 impossible to imagine any
thing wilder than the scenery. Herons and Bitterns
sat like statues, on their accustomed perches, as our
cavaleade passed, so umaccustomed were they to seo,
or fear, man. The Tank still retains water in many
parts; and the magnificence of the vegetation denites
a soil, 8:id to be the best in Ceylon, for tha growth
of Rice, and CUotton, which last production, though
indigenous and of excellent quality, has hardly yet
attracted the attention of Oapitalists,

The District appears to have aequired a character
for insalubrity, when the Trincomalie Road was opened,
and few hayve, since, ventured to establish themselves
in it. The village of Polliancadowille, near which we
encamped, is small and poor. The population decreases
annually by sickness and emigralion,

Kandelly, or Gantellawe, as 1t is more properly
called, is the last of this long series of Tanks, which,
connected as most of them were, by the Ellehara Canal,
formed what was termed ‘* the Seca of Prakrama,’

From its vicinity to the Trincomalie Road, Kandelly
is better known than any of the other Tanks, whjg
I have enumerated, and needs less description,

It is a noble sheet of water,—at least 16 miles in
circumference ; formed, as is, almost universally, the
cage by a large embankment, uniting two natural hills
and preventing the water, which flows into the Plain,
from finding a passage between them,

The distance from Kowdelly is 14 miles, a great
part of which eoneists most unmistakably of ground
formerly used for Rice cultivation. For 3 or 4. miles
the path follows the old Post road to Kandy. and for
the last 4 mi'es before re-entering ‘the high road to
Trincomalie, which we did at the 78th mile-stone, from
Kandy, we passed along a minor road, cut in & perfectly
straight line, until it strikes the main road, 3 miles to the
west of Kandelly Resthouse. We rode along the shores
of the Lake for the last 11 miles before reaching this.

The embankment is perfect, without breach, or flaw
of any kivd. Itis 50 feet high, and 120 feet wide at
its base, coated with stone. and overgrown with trees,
the roots of which, striking deep into the artificial
mound, impart to it additional solidity.

But for all details respectiug this interesting Tank,
I am happy to be enabled to refer to a Report by
Uaptain Bim, R. E., (prepared at my request, and
appended to this Minute.) I shall have occasion to
advert subsequently, to the experiment, for which
Oagtain Sim 18 of opinion that Kandelly presents the

have been uunder cultivation, but now reduced to 30, § most favourable site,
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From what I have stated, it appears that within
& spaca of 60 miles thers gre distribute d no fewer
than nine Tanks, constructed with great labour,—con-
siderable engineering skill,—and of such solidity, that
their embankments seema %0 defy the hand of time :—
that, North of these again, about 40 miles, is Padiwil
Colum, the most gigantic work of all, for the Buad,
which is in perfect repair, except on the one spot,
where in the course of ages the waters have foread
& passage between it, ani the natural hills, which it
united, 18 eleven miles long—30 feet broad at the
- summit,—180 feat the base,—and 70 feet high ;—and
that to the Westward of Padiwil Colum, eg:in, lie the
Tank of Anaradhapoora, and the Giauts’ Tank, the
dimensions of which I cannot give, as the work was
never completed according to the original design.*

Padiwil gUolum, great part of which, I rode, or
walked over, was formed by®the waters of the rivers
Morra Oya, and Moonganoo Oya, confined to the plain
by the enormous Bund, which I have ju t deseribed.
Its constrnction must have occupied & million of people
for 10 or 15 yeags.

It was comple?egd by Mahs Sen, A.p. 66, and the
Tank, when full, is said to have irrigated the whole
space between the Bund and the Ses, in the direction
of Lake Kokolai, Py

A vast breach is now open, the depth of which is
said to be unfathomable; and what wzs onge the basin
of the Tank,is covered with magnificant timber, except
in those parts which arg still under water during the
rainy season,

These are overgrown with a coarsa, rank, grasi. For
miles around, there is not & vestige o man; and the
temporary buildings erected for our rec-ption, had the
effect of frightening away all the game in the country
S0 unaccustomed were the Desr, and Buffaloes, who
frequeat the Tank, to any intrusion upou their solitude,

The number and size o! these artificial Lakes,
sufficiently prove the sense entertained of the valus
of water, as the first element of caltivation in a Tro-
pical climate, by the former possessors of the soil in
Ueylon, and the sacrifices to which a who'e psople
submiited in order to securs this blessing, without
which they were conscious tha’ their labour must be
of little avail. For no wisdom, and no power, in the
Ruler, can have forced sucl efforts, even upon the
most passive of Oriental nations without a general
parsuasion that the work was ons of psramount necessity,
and that all would partic pate in its benefits. Hence
the veneration, in which the names of Miha Sen, and
Prakrama Bahoo, are still held; thoujh causes un-
known to us,—war, pestilence, or political revolutions,
—msy have laid waste theic Caipitals, and driven the
populition from the neighbourhood of thsir mighty
e Worky into the mountains, where the Portuguese and

th& Dutch found them.

O.n any use ve made of these works by%s ?

The Tanks themselves are psrfect i all their es—
sential parts. But where shall we find a population
to replacs that, which h.s disappeared? For five
consecutive days, I rode through the most lovely
country in the world; but in that country, one thing
was wanting,—Man !

To talk of Tank repairs, or of laying out money
in any other way than by bringing a fr-sh popula-
tion into contact with the treasures, which Nature
has lavished uwpon the soil, would be uncalled for,
a8 well as unprofitable,

Why repair Kowdelly, or Padiwil Colum, supposing
the attempt to be warrantad by the state of the
Finances, when Kandeily, and Minnery, are pouring
out streams of water, that wo cannot use for walnt
of hands to till the soil 7

We must therefore colonize or do nothing ,—and
when I lcok to the low rats of wages in the Northern
Provines, denoting, as it does, a popula ion much too
numerous for the field of employment,—when I re-
collect the annualemigration from the Seven Korles

* 1. Sigiri. 2. Kondruwawe. 3. Ruinel Tank no r
Avgoulasse, 4. Dimitelli, 5, Pollinarua, or Topari. 6.
Giritelle. 7. Minnery. 8. Kowdelly—(Buund destroyed.),
9, Kandelly, or Gantelawe. 10, Padiwil Colum.

——

nto &uwera Kalawiya, for the purposs of obtaining
ground, on which to raise a orop of Koorakan, which
the dearth of water, and the gradual decay of the
smaller Tanks, prevent the people from doing at
bom>—I cannot but think that the experiment

_might safely and prudently be tried.

am of opinion, that the®lan proposed by Captain

Sim, should be fairly tested. It requires no large
outlay. The co-operation of the Government Agent
in the Nothern Province, would secure applications
for Land, upon some arrangement similar to that
suggested. Care must be taken to give a clear title
to theland thus brought into cultivation, and te make
the terms, upon which it is to be ocoupied, thoroug: Iy
understood. : ; ;

There is a large Tamil population at Trincomalie,
which would facilitate the attempt; and, if a nucleus
were once formedy the Colony might receive additions
from other quarters, and might, in the end, lead to
some larger immigration scheme from the Uoast of
India, when poople had beccms aware of advantages,
with which successful industry would be attended.

Should a similar disposition be found in the Seven
Korles, or in any other Singhaless Distriot, a Qolony,
with its Headmen, might be located in the neighbour-
hool of Minnery, or Topari, upon similar terms,
taking care to keep the Singhalese, and the Tamils,
apart,

pThe experiment ig one. in which the courss to be
taken must be determined by circumstances, and
time; but if ths Lisgislative Council concur with me
in thinking that it would be desirable to make tha
attempt, I invite it to authirise the expanditure
of £1,00C for this purpose, in the estimates for 1857 :
and I will pledge myself to spare no pains, so far as
the Governmeat is concerned, to bring the matter
to a satisfactory issue.

H. G. WaRD.

Report on the Kandelly Tank, by Captain Sim, Royal

Engineep, :

No 36. Royal Engineer's Office,

S, Kandy, 22nd April 1856.

I have the honor to acquaint you, that oa the
20th June 1855, I addressed a- Report to His Excellency
the Governor concerning the Kandelly Tank, and its
probable capabilities for the purposes of irrigation. That
Report was necessarily conjectural, as I was not in g
position to obtain precise information, but having, in
February last, had the honor of accompanying His
Excellency to the spot, and since rec-ived his instruc-
tions to make s detailed investigation of the subject,
I beg now to lay before you the opinion I have been
enabled to form,

As, according to our regulations, it will be requisite
for you to transmit a copy of this letter to Sir J.
Burgoyne, the Inspector General of Fortifications, I
trust I shall be excused, it I advert more fully to the
geueral question of thie Tanks, than I should have
done, hat I to address the Colonial Government alone.

Throughout the Northern and Eastern Provinces of
Ceylon, are to be found very many of these tanlks-
or artificial reservoirs of water, formed by the construg,
tion of a dam or bund across the gorge of a valley,
aud fed by the drainage of the surrounding districts,
Some, such as Minnery and Kandelly, are beautiful
shests of water, at times from 15 to 20 Bquare miles
each ia area; others contain but little water; while
the majority, broken through at the bund, and
thoroughly drained, appear as plains of grass in the
midst of the forest.

Tne valus of water so stored up, in a tropical country,
is incalculable. That the ancientivhabitants of the
Tslanll were aware of this, it is only necessary to
contemp'ate the remains of the great works they
execubed for the purpose. Without a supply of water
at the propsr season, the crop of Paddy or Rice
fails and famina enagues, followed by the utter aban-
dooment of villages and districts, With the tanks in
order, prosperity, and no slight degree of civilization
prevailed among the Singhalese, but with the means
of irrigation and agrioulture neglected, the country
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has become desolate and unhealthy, while the m!tivesn as clearly as He did to the companions of His

hava gradually fallen into their present state of help-
lessness and degeneration. :

In my letter of June, I alluded to the flourishing
state of Tanjore, and the vast sum of half a million,
paid by Ceylon annually §or grain, principally to that
country. With an expenditure on works of irrigation
of £4,000 per snnum for fifty years, that district has
g0 prospered, that the popnlation has doubled, and
the revenue risen from £300,000 to £500,000 while
the saleable valus of the land is now equal to four
millions. Had half the money spent on such works
in Tanjore, beon spent in OJeylon instead, in keeping
in repair thoss already existing here, this Island would
probably have exported, over and above its own wants,
as much grain as it now depends on the other countries
to supply. '

However fully recognized may be®he importance of
the Tanks, it i3 not within resson to expect, that the
Government could at once plunge into any costly schems
for their restoration, Yeb to overlook them altogelh :r,
—to caat aside all consideration of those that even now
might be tnrned to profitable aceount, would be equally
1njudicious; an experimaent, on a small and inexp:nsive
gcale, might surely first be tried before the subject is
entirely rejected,—if successful, it could be repcated;
if a failure, but little would be risked,

Of all the Tanks, Kandelly offers the moat advan-
tages for such an expsriment. Presenting to view an
area of about 156 squara miles in the rainy soason, and
_never less than three in the driest, it i3 inclosed by
hills of moderate elsvation, covered with ,forest—a
slope of grass extending from the border of frezs to
the edge of water.

(To be continued.)
—
OUR REVIEWLER.

Tee HapPy VArnrey : Ovr NEW “MisstoN GARDEN ¥
18 Uva, Cexron. By the Rev. Samuel Langdon, Mem-
ber of the Royal AsiaticSociety (Ceylon), Author of “ Fhe
Appeal to the Searpent,” “ My Mission Garden,”
¢ Punchi Nons,” &c. Landon: Charles H. Kely, 2,
Castle 8t., City Rd., E. O, and 66, Paternoster Row,
E. C. 1800.

The Deadication is as follows :—

To the * Nona’ thess chapters, (some of which
have appeared in the ¢ Missionary Notices,”) contain-
ing the Story of our Walks and Talks together in
establishing Happy Valley Mission, are affcciionately
inscribed.

Instead of & Preface we have an Appeal:—

Help is greatly needed for extending the work de-
geribed in the following pages., We want help to in-
crease our native agency aud to aid in the salvation
of the poor children. Workers are needed, bath young
men and young women, who will go out from Chrisbian
England to assist in raising our poor degraded and neg-
lected brothers and sisters in the numerous valleys of
Uva., Soon after we began this work, Miss, O. F,
Gordon Oumming, the distinguished writer and tri.vel-
ler, wrote in the pages of the Melhodist Mugazine a
beautiful and touchlug appeal- on behalf of our new
mission, from which we extract the following:—

¢ But we have need to remember that He who so
lovingly accepts and honours the tiniest gifs brought
with a loving beart by those v®iom He knows to he
really poor, promises no blessing on offerings cast care-
lessly into His treasury. How many who Soothe their
congoiences by an annual sybseription of a guinea for
Foreign Missions know in their hearts that they could
give a ten-pound note and never miss it! Shall I give
to the Liord that which costs me nothing ?

« But great as is the need of money, greater tar is
that of men—irue-hearted disciples who, hayving
answered the Master’s call,  Come unto Me, are
ready to obey His further commandment ; ¢ Let him
that heareth gay, Come ’; men who in the depth of

their own heart hear His voiee; aying to,them

earthly life: ©Go work teday in My vineyard,” ¢ Ye
ghall be witnesses unto Me unto tha uttermost parts
of the earth.” At the present moment, ag distinctly
as in tha early ages of the Ukturch, the Lord of the
harvest is thus irgesistibly summoning many from all
social grades to go forth and work in His mission field,
and men of bigh intellectual culture are even now
giving up lucrative professions in obedisnce to a voice
which whispers, *The Master . , . calleth for thee’
He is calling men from all ranks; bui for this special
work, whera the small funds iat the disposal of the
pociety will st suffice’ for the maintenance of the
needful native agents, He wants Europeans who are
self-supporting. It may be—God grant that it may
prove sol==that some young man full of vigour of
mind and of body will gecogniss in these®pages the
mesggago that he must dedicate himself and whatever
may be hig portion of this world’s goods to this work
in the besutiful, neglected proviuce of Uva.
£ * » * *

“ And of all the mission fislds no® offers greater
attraction than this vecy province of Uva. Were I
bo allow myself to begin speaking of its beauty, its
bold crags and picturesque rivers, its vast tracts of
mountains and Yorests, its hills covered with tea and
coffen plantations, its gorges and waterfalls, its lovely
vegetatipn its verdant plains bathed in almost unclouded
gunshine, while the pl.insand valleys beyond the moun-
taing are often well-nigh dro®ned in soaking rain, I
should far excead the limits of these pages. One
thing I may say, that, as compared with such a mis-
sion fiald as Cl#npa, this offers the charm of a simple
language, a gracious, kindly people, the protection of
the Union Juck, and the possibility of occasionally
gecuring a day with ®ome fellow countryman who will
rejoice o hear his owa mother tongue. And further,
I would remind any who have reason to believe that
thoy have been called to this work, that noae are so
young as to have any time to loze, for to each of us
God appoints certain work to do for Him, and no
man knows how ghort may be the time agsigned in
which to accomplish it. Those who waste life’s morn-
ing may realise too late that they counted on a
future which may never be theirs.

‘“ Here - are ths inducem=nfs: a healthy, manly,
open-air life in a loyely country, ploughing and sowing
fie’lds which assuredly eannot prove barren. And when
the angel-reapers have garnered the ripened grain, the
patient sower will realise such gladness as all the
flaeting honoursof earth fail to seeure.”

The following table of Contents will indicate the
nature of the little book :—

I.—Historiecal and Introductory ;Il.—Ian whiocT™eya
take a LiookeAround ; TIT, —We Seleat Our Land and
Talk about Soils and Methods: IV.—In which we
Realise the Need of a Feues and of more Labourers ;
V.—Thsa OCritic in the - Gardem; VI—Across ithe
Patanis ; VIL—In the Hamlat; VIIL.— Perfectly
Idyllic ! 73 IX.—In the Shade; X —A Talk with “Ra-
jah,” in which a Question of Missionary Poliey is
Discussed : XI.—Encouraging ; XIIL.—TIn which we T:ke
Visitors throuzh ths Gavden; XIII.—In which w2
(lelebrate our FEirst Easter in the Happy Ve.Hey, and
Begin to Reap; XIV.—In which we Dig our TFirst
Girave in the Happy Valley, and Lay a Ghost to Rest.

Beszides headpieces, there are some 18 to 20 full
of half-page illustrations in the book; while the
letterpress, though specially intended for readers in
England, has much of interest to us in Ceylon as
well. We hsartily commend the purposs, plan and
contents of this little volume by ths ¢ apostle of.
Uva.”
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