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IN WaAsfiNaToN;—PoLITICS AND THR FUTURE.

. Free Trade or Protection is of course one of
the greatest questions—next to Civil Service Reform
and Silver Coinage—in America. One of the
reagons which render & protective system baarn_hle
in Amerioa is the perfeot Free-trade which exists
within the Btates from the Canadian border to the
frontier of Mexico. In that wide region all men
are at liborty without artificial resiretions to buy
in the cheapest market and to sell ic the dearest.
It was well for the future of the Republic that its
founders prohibited the levyfg of Customs
duties by the several States. The Customs duties
on foreign imporis are enormoug in §S0mMe CASEE,
and the trouble in examinfg their luggage on
Janding is & great annoyance to passengers
especially on. arriving in what they suppose fo be
& specially free country. Of course the cost of
manufactured artieles 1s higher in tha Stafes
than in Eopgland; but there 1is another side,
a8 the following anscdote shows:—

A free-trade orator was complining of the cost of
clothing in the United States and its ch-apness abroad,
*Why, my friends,” said the orator, “you can buy as
much for a shilling in Iceland as you ean for fifty cents
(85 3d) in the United S'ates.”” ‘‘True enough, your
hotor,” gaid an Irishmsn in the crowd, ¢ but the
difficulty in Ireland ia to get the shilling.”

But in Washington, politicians at hearf eare litile
about any question but their own pockets; for Mr.
Lowell well says in his Biglow papers:—

A merciful providence has fashisned them hollow,
On purpose that they might their principles swallow.

Matthew Arpold sums up his opinion of the
dangers before Americans, as follows : —

‘“In a demoeratio community like this, with its
industrialism, with their freedom and equality,
the danger is in the absence of the discipline of
obedience, the discipline of respect, in the preva-
lence of a falss acuteness, a falsse audacity.”

Tare NEGROES.

In Wachington on Sunday, I attended with my
friend servics at one of the oldest churches in
Amerioa—one of the modest Episcopalian Churches,
where such of the Government as may be of that
denomination attend, everything very simple and
devout in the service. In the evening I went with
him to a chapel belonging to the Negross—an 1 heard
some ourious sayings and doings of this excitable
and easy-going people. It wasin this same church
that Ty friend, sattending to oblige some young
“ colored ” men whom he was interested .in, found
the mervice close with a special collection for the
Building Fund, and the Deacon, standing by him
with the plate, resolutely determined not to under.

stand his apologetio nod for having no change, until
the smallest currency note in his pocket, a 20-dollar
one (value over £4 sterling) was put rather un-
willingly in fhe plate, and then before the whole
congregation, the Deacon takes it out and
looks at it, and excitedly slapping my friend Hill
on the back, exclaims: “Brudders and sisters, this
air & 20-dollar note from this good brudder—
a'mogt good enough to be a colored brudder!”

Farther south, I saw a good deal mora of the
negroes, in Richmond especially; and it was in
that great capital of the tobacco-growing land of
Virginia, the city in which large tobacco factories for
the preparation of the fragrant leaf abound, that at
a meeting of colored people, a speaker was desori-
bing the Better Land, and said among other things
for their comfort:—

*““My brethern and my sistern, you ain’t a-gwine to
have to pay no ten cents a plug for tobacco there.
Ybu kin git jist as much pure Golden Leaf as yom
wants, and a little more; and yoa can chaw anl chaw
and chaw all day lonz, and it won't cost you a cent.”
“ Nobt a cent! ” came exultingly from all parts, of the
Jittle church.

It is said that on four things only will a Negro spend
money :—a wedding, a funeral, a lawsuit and dress,
As fo dress : yellow, blue and green are favorite colours
with the famales ; while the males for holiday costume
prefer a frock-coat with a velvet collar, white waist.
ooaf, drab trousers, silk hat, and patent-leather boots.
Mr. Freeman, the English historian, mentions How,
of tho three racrs which trouble the American, or
rather the Inglish nation in. America, the Indian
is dying out; while the Negro is very far from
dying out, but if he cannot be assimilated by the
white man, he at least imitates him; while the
Chinese man neither dies ouf, nor is assimilated,
nor imitates. Mr, Freeman is, however, a little of
an ante-rgee man, favouring the driving out of the
Jews from Eastern Europe, while he suggested ag
a remedy for whatever was amiss in the States
that each Irishman should shoot a negro and be
banged for it! Something like the Kilkenny oats
and putting Ireland under the sea. :

There is soms justification for this thought when

-one reads of the horrible outrages of whigh Negroes

are sometimes guilty, invariably followed by swift
and awful punishment. The victims of Iynch law
innoceut or guilty, are numerous. Befora I went tc;
Amerioca I had noidea how numerous. Almost every
week you may read in the American newspapers
some horrible tals, guch as the tollowing : —

“The village of Pemberton Ferry, in Florida i
been plunged into the highest statg,of excite m;:::aguﬂ:
horible drama., Three negroes made their appaaragqa
atrhe house of a lady much respected in the neighbour-
hocd and asked most obsequiously for a drink. ®indin
that she was alone with her daughter, the thyee set:mnc]gf
rels ‘burkei’ the poor women and outraged them. As
soon 8 the crime became known, several inhabi;ants
of Pemberton .armed themselves and set out im
search of the criminale, After searching several hours
in the neighbouring woods, the avenging party came



402

CEYLON LITERARY REGISTER.

WMMM

aoross two suspizious-looking negrees in hiding. They
were seized upon at- once, led to a tree and hanged®
to it. Then, with a view {o extracting from th.m
a confession of their guilt, the avengers unhanged
them. After having protested their innocency for
some time, the twn negroes at last confess: d themselves
guilty. This carried the indignat®on of the Pemberton
Ferry people to a state of paroxysm. In less time than it
takes to describe it, a pile of pinelogs and dry branches
waas made at the foot of the tree and set fire to, and
the two negroes were again hung, this time over the
flames. The sight of these wreteches, being lynched wih
such refinement of torture, wes horrible to behold.
Soon the exeoutioners themselves, in spite of their
rage and fury, could no- longer bear the eight and,
taking pity on their victims, shot them to put en
end to their sufferings. The two ocorpess were lefs
hapging to the tree to serve as a werning.”

Certainly the Negro Question is hardly less to
the fore in the old flave States than the Irish

Question is in Great Britain. It meets you every- "

where—the newspapers are always discussing it,
and if you engage in casual conversation with a
Southern gentleman, it is sure sooner or later to crop
up; for the coloured man is ever en éwidence, and
his future is almost as dark, and the feeling againsgt
him almost ss intense, as on the morrow of the
War,

If he travels by rail (aa a correspondent of the
London Spectator most truly says) he must goina
geparate car; if he wants to worship God he must wor-
ship him in a separate building; no inn frequented
by white people will admit bim—except as a servant—
and in some parts of the South he is unable ie
obtain education for hig children. I had, of course,
heard much of thisbefore; but I had not realised how
wide is the gulf which divides the two rages in ths
Southernl States of America. Nof long ago, s well-
dressed mulatto stepped into a mineral-water bar-room
and asked for a glass of lemonade. * We haven’t got
any,” replied the bar-keeper curtly, and the mulatto
went his way. ‘*Why did you refuse the poor
fellow & glass of lemonade?” asked a Northern lady
who happened to be presemnt, ‘‘That would not
have hurt you.” ‘‘It would have ruined my
business, that’s all,”’ was the answer; and in fhis
instance the barkeeper (though he had lied to the
mulatto) doubtless spoke truly. Innkeepers in like
ciroumstances make an analogous excuge. They
have no room. Railway Companies, however, being
unable to allege lack of accommodation, relegate
goloured people to the “smoker,”” and if they
attempt to enter the other cars, simply turn them
out., Now and then an indignant ‘““darkie” sues a
Railway Company for damages; but though he has
the law nominally on his side, the result is generally
go unsatisfactory, and the cost so heavy, that he
seldom repeats the experiment., Nevertheless, the
Negro is an important political factor; he has a
yote, in some distriots 8 majority of votes, and the
Constitution of the United States declares that
no oitizen shall be deprived of the {ranchise on
account of his colour. But the whites protest that
Negroes are utterly unfit for the franchise; that
if they are cuffered to get the upper hand, the
country will be ruined; and that] by fair means or
foul, they will prevent them from getting the upper
hand. And it cannot be denied that in this con-
tention there is & good deal of truth. For the most
part, coloured people are very ignorant, have had
no political training, and vote blindly for anybody
who ealls himself a Republican, The Republicans
gave them their liberty, and they are Republicans
to a man. Hence, they are apt fo be duped by
designing politicians, and in some instances have
elacted men to high offiee whose sole object has
been to enrich themselves at the public expense.
Not very long ago, a State Treasurer of South
Qarolins, elected by the Negrogyoie, @mbezsled

$600,000 of public money; and for other malver-
sationg, an ex-Goveroor of the same State had to
change his quarters at the capiial for a place in
the penitentiary. In order, as they allege, to put
a stop to these scandals, the ®hites (nearly all
of whom are Demoorats), have adopted sundry
devices to nullify the Negro vote, and where fraud
has failed to accomplish this objeot, they have not
hesitated to use force. If we may believe the
Republicans, however, the aim of the Democrats
is quite s much to defeat their political opponents
and securs the spoils of office for themselfhs, s
to purify the sdministraiion apd ensure good
government. In proof of this, the Republicans eall
attention to the notorious fact that when resp ble
and competent coloured men are elected to efiice,
they are not allowed to act; that even ex post fucto
laws are passed to prevent them from actng. A
striking instance of this sort ocetirred at Jacksonville,
the mefropolis of Florida. ThéS’tate as a whole
is Democratic; out at the lass municifal election
in Jacksonville, the Democrats, who are exclusively
white, were beaten by the Republicans, who, barring
a few whites from the North, belong to the
“inferior rage. A natural result of their victory was
the appointment of coloured men to civie cffices.
This difficulty the Demoerats are surmounting with
characterittic audacity. They have caused a Bill
to be brough® into -tbs State Assembly (now in
session at Tallahasee) for abolishing home.rule”
at Jacksonville, snd vesting the appointment of
Mayor and all oth¢d munic pal officers in a Com-
mission to be named by the Governor of the State.
I bave not heard whether the Bill hes passed;
but nobody doubts the% it will pass, or that the
Commisgion will consist of candidates who were
defeated at the agt cleciion. .

A similar incident oceurced lately at Chattanooge:
The Republicans won the city elections; Negroes
forced their way into the Couneil, white policemen
were guperseded by coloured, constables, and Demo-
orats generally had to “oclimb down.” But they
goon had their revenge. Tennessee ig also a Demo-
cratio State, and the Assembly straightway made
a law vesting the appointment of policemea in a
Democratic Commiesion, and enlarging the muniosipal
boundaries by three new wards peopled almost
exclusivelyr by Democrats. Since that time, the
Negroes and their white allies have been nowhers,
and the Democrats rule the roast.

Northern papers charactericge these proeeedings
ag arbitrary and unfair to the last degree; and they
are doubtless right. ¥ven a Russian Ozar or a
German Kaiser would hardly venture to supersede
a legally elseted “Town Council in favour of their
political opponents. Southern papers retort by
saying that Northern people do not konow what it
i to be governed by dairkies; that in similar eircum-

. stances Northern communities would adopt precisely
gimilar measures; and that Southern people abso-
lutely decline tgeexpose themselves to the possibility
of being arresféd by Negro policemen, exzmined
by Negro Magistrates, and tried by Negro Judges,—
to say nothing of being taxed by Negro legislators,

The root of the evil is the viciougs system of
manhood suffrage, which obtains both in municipal
and polifical elections, A property qualification or
an eduoational test would exelude so many Negro
votes from the franchise as to ensure white pre-
dominanee for another generation, I know of no
reason why this expedient is not adopted, except
that it would entail in every instance an alterdtion
of the State Constitution, and the outery it would
cause in the North, where the masses regard
manhood suffrage as a semi-divine insfitution.

Yet though Negroes are looked upon as social

| and political pariahs, they are not otherwise unkindly
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treated. There is no question of the restoraiion
of slavery; Southern pecple are fully oconvinced
that it was an economio mistake. There are many
ingtances of infirm {reedmen being supported by
their former owmers; and most old slaves will tell
you that though they may have been ill-used by
overseers and drivers, their masters were always
good to them. In some of the Southern States,
however, there still exists an immoral and shsurd
law making penal the marriage of & white man
with a ogloured woman,—immoral, because it en-
coura®es concubinage ; absurd, because it utterly fails
to hinder that mixiure of races which it is designed
to prevent.

ut the prejudice of recs is by no means confined
to tge South, aad Northerners who have lived in
the old Slave Htates sdmit that they neither
understand Negroes to thoroughly, nor get on with
them so well, as their former mag:ers. A short time
ago, & ocoloured child wes excluded from a public
school in®Ohio; the father sued the managers for
damages, and got a verdiof; whereupon the school
was closed. This incident has formed the text for
soores of leading articles in Scuthern papsrs, and
the theme of many a epeech the burden of which
is that, wera the* situation reversed, the Negro
would receive the samas measure in the North as
he now receives in tha South. This is quite likely,
for the fairest of Northerners will tell you that,
though they have & ocertain gpympathy with the
black man, because he belongs to #nill-used race, and
try to ireat him justly, they do not like him, and
would be glad to be well rid ci. him. Thove who
pose a8 his particular friends (President Harrison
among the number), are robably quite as much
actuated by political motives as any feeling for him
g & “man and a brother,” and if he ever ceages
to vote solid with the Republican Party, many of
his Northern friends will probably discover that
he is not fit to vote at all. As the present generation
of Negroes have had no personal experiance of
‘“involuntary eerviiude’ this contingency iz at
least con:eivable. 1f -it should happen, Democrats
would doubtless defend Negro suffrage as warmly
as they now denounce it; a reinforcement so potenst
might, moreover, enabls them to et the Irish
vote at defiance, Coloured voters sra at least as
numerous, a8 Irish voters, and quite ss gregarious;
whichever way they vote, they will almost ceriainly
vote solid, and thera iz no love batween the Irish
and themgelves., Whether it be on the score of
climate, or becatse they object o compete with
black labour, or that they prefer the lile of townsy
or for some less tangible motive, it is cerfnin that
Irish immigrauts do noi come South, and always
avoid places where coloured folks abound. This
mutual anfipathy msy play an important part in
the politics of the future; it may be the destiny
of the despised race to restors the political equili-
brium by neutralising the Irish vote, & result which
 would be as gratifying to all good Americans as tu
all patriotic Englishmen.

There are at present 120 newspapers in the United
States, of which the publiehers, editors, and ohief
cgontributors are Negrces. The oldest of them is the
Elevator of San Francisco, which has already attained
itd® eighteenth year. Almost all these papers occupy
themselves with politics, and few of them are
devoted to religicus objeots: The political journals,
with few exceptions, supportthe Republican party,
grateful for its identification with the work of negro
emancipation, -

THROUGH YIRGINIA To RICHMOND,

I started one morning from Washington for
Richmond by a railway line which passes through
the great theatre of the war of 1861. Outside look-
ing over the mouth of the Potdmac to Chesapeake

Bay, I was reminded of the Monitors and Long-
efellow’s stirring piece on the‘¢ Loss of the Cumbers
land.,” The country seemed semi-abandoned; the
wooden farmhouses falling into decay ; the slaves had
left the land here on which they were formerly foroced
to work, and the inevitable curse had fallen upon this
part of old Virginie. Farther inland, the country

" is much better cared for and more freely occupied.

On the coast, probably, the soil is poorer and more
exhausted, & state common all over the Bouth,
svhere the slave-owning planters did little to fertilize,

We pass names familiar in the war—Quantico,
near which is Bull'a Run, Fredericksburg and the
Reppahannock, and next perhaps a wilderness of
pines or forest of trees, We soon come to the York
and the Jameg fivers, and Jeff, Davig's whilom
capital is thgn approached, Richmond, likg ancient
Rome, the “ City of Seven Hillg,” is finely situ-
ated on rising ground with the railway siation as a
Biltimore slmost outside the town, The sountry
around here on both sider of the James River iz -
very charming. Climbing a hillside leading out from
one end of the town, I had a grand view of the
valley of the river, running back many miles, and
was reminded of the valley of the Mahaweliganga
with the Pussellawa hills at Gampola, only on &
more extended scale. This is in reality Powhaitan,
where the Indian chie! of that name lived with
his daughter Pokahontas,

Along the James River wae one of the earliest
settlements in America—even befors the Pilgrim
Fathers—in the days of Queen Elizabeth, after
whom indeed Virginia was namad; and from thig
same river Sir Walter Raleigh first shipped
potatoes, maize and tobacco to Europe, Rich.
mond I found full of interest, In the office of
. the Southern Planter, I was introduced to several
veterang of tha war, now quill-drivers, many of
them bearing Scotch names and Scotch features.
The econnectionbetween Richmond and Glaggow was
a close ons in the old slaveholding days. One of
the gentlemen whom Imet had been head of General
Lee’s Medical Staft, Surgeon-General to the Con-
federaie Armies, and he and the ¢ Generals,’
«QOolonelsg”’ and *“ Majors" present to meet me,
all declared the one primary reason why Lee and
Johnston were unable to keep armies in the field
sufficiently large to cope with Grant and Bherman
was the complete exhaustion of their stock
of Bagrg;—without Cinchona bark, or Quinine, no
army can fight long, no body of labourers work
in the open, in the Southern States of America,
There was the chief reason for hospitals being
crowded and regiments demolished—the marsh and
forest tever for which the invaluable bark is a sure
febrifuge. They had plenty of shot and shell, all
manufactured in the Richmond foundries till the
very end of the war, and they tock me all
round the fortifieations and to the proud Capi-
tol (the oldest building in America used for
meotings of the State Legislature) situpted very
picturesquely amidst f.-.lm trees, with numerous
grey squirrels darting hither and thither, so tame
that they were jumping across the road to our
windows to ba fed, take nuts from one’s hand,
and even sit demurely by one’s side and crack
them! They showed me interesting mementoes
of both the War of Independence and the Civil
Struggle. In the grounds are statues of Washing-
ton, Patrick Henry (the church in which he ex-
claimed * Give me liberty or give me death’” was
pointed out), Jeiferson Henry Clay; but
the most interesting is one to ‘‘Stonewall Jackson"
ingoribed :—*To the memory of Thos. S. Jackson,
brave soldier and patrict, presented by English
gentlemen, 1875,” with the line below: ¢ Bee how
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that fellow Jackson stands like a stone wall*®
There are old houses and churches in Richmond
in abundance—even historical in their interest, and
the manners of ths families I vigited, and the
preachers I heard, all geemed to me very homely
and old English. The church,was pointed out fo

me where Jeff. Davis was at service, when the-

message came that memorable Sunday morning from
Lee that hig lines had been broken in three plaoes,
and that Richmond, after being bhesgieged for months,
must be evacuated that evening. It was then 1I
a.m. Jeff Davis immediately left the Church, called
his Cabinet together, arranged their affairs as well
a8 they could, and etarted for Danville, From
thence he had the audacity to igsue a Proclama-
tion;—**We bave now entsred on a new phase of
tke struggle. Relieved from the neces®ty of guard-
ing particular points, our srmy will be frees to
move from point to point, to strike the enemy in
detail far from his base,” DBut it was not to be.
Richmond was  evacuated on the night of April
2nd, and next day President Lineoln arrived by
sea from Washington on & vigit to the rebel eapital,

*STONEWALL JAOKSON'S WAY.”

Dr. Cuyler prints in a recent Ewvangelist what he
considers ‘“‘the finest of all the Southern lyries pro-
duced during the War.” It was written in honour
of General Jackson.

Come, stack arms, men! Pile on the rails,
Stir up the camp-fire bright;
No matter if the canteen failg, -
We'll make a roaring night.
Here Shenandoah brawls along,
There burly Blue Ridge echoes strong,
To swell the brigade’'s rousing song
Of *Stonewall Jackson's way.”

We see him now—the old slouched hat
Cocked o'er his eye askew, '

The shrewd, d? smile, the speech®so pat,
8o ealm, so blunt, so true.

The * Blue-Light Elder” Lknows ’em well;

Says he, “That's Banks—he's fond of ghell;

Lord save his soull we'll give him''—well,
“That's Btonewall Jackson's way.”

Silence! ground arms! kneel all! caps off!
0Old Blue-Light's going to pray.

Strangle the fool that dares to scoff!
Attention! it’s his way. :

Appealing from his native sod,

In forma pauperis to God—

“Lay bare Thine arm, stretch forth Thy rod!
Amen!” That's ¥ Stonewall’s way.”

He's in the saddle now. Fallin!
Steady, the whole brigade!
Hill'e at the ford, cut off—we’ll win
His way out, ball and blade!
What matter if our shoes are worn ?
What matter if our feet aretorn?
“Quick-step ! we're with him before dawn!”
That's “ Stonewall Jackson's way.”

The sun's bright glances rout the mists
Of morning, and, by George!
Here’s Longstreet struggling in the lists,
Hemmed in an ugly gorge.
Pope and his Yankees, whipped before,
“Bay'nets and grape!” hear Stonewall roar;
“Uharge, Stuart! Pay off Ashby’s score!”
Inm ¢ gtonewall Jackson's way.”

Ah, maiden, wait, and watch, and yearn
For news of Stonewall’s band! ;
Ah, widow, read, with eyes that burn
That ring upon thy hand!
Ah, wife, Bew on, pray on, hope on!
Thy life shall not be all forlorn,
The foe had better ne'er been horn
That gets in ‘" Stomewall's way.”

|

where he wag greeted tumultuously by his troops
and the Negroes who shouted blessings on his
head. Meantime, Grant was directing the close
pursuit of Sheridan and other of his Generals of
Lee, and at luet the latter said that the game was
entirely up, and when Grant’s message came on April
Tth “to surrender that portion of the Confederate
States’ Army known s the Army of Northern Vir-
ginia,” Lee askad for en interview which took place
next day, snd the terms of gurrender were at once
arranged, General Lee acknowledging ‘the e great
courtesy and forbearance shown by Grant and the
President. Grant had been a junior officer when
Colonel Robert Liee was Ohief of Staff of General
Scott in Mexico, and as he said afterwards, he,%gllnt
man as he was, felt shy of meeting his old stately
superior officer. Grant was in his campaign clothes,
dusty and begrimed, having ridden 37 miles that
day, and without even a sword; while Lee in tull
dress a8 General had all the insignia o® his rank
and the splendid dress-cword at hig side presented
to him by the State of Virginia. So much, by the
way, for everything around me in Richmond
reminds me of the war, and indeed every town I
henceforward pass through, hassits own experience
and story. It has been gaid that no oity has been
purchased by a corqueror at go heavy a price as
it cost to take Richmond, unless it be Paris in
ite last caplure by the Germans. Napoleon took
Berlin, Vienna, and Moscow, each in & gingle cam-
paign, and, when {he scale of fortune turned, the
Allies entered Paris in two sucoessive years. Sebas—
topol resisted the English and French armies for
thirieen or fourteen mnjonths, and four or five
battles were fought in the hope of raising the siege.
For nearly four yeers, Richmend was the principal
object of siege and attack by the Union hrmies, and
probably heif a million of men were at different
times employed in attempting its conquest.

The 750 tobacco factories, most of many storeys
high, are a feature of Richmord; they employ al-
together 17,000 handg, the sales aggregating 30 mil-
lion dollars. I eaw crowds of colored people, men,
women aud children, sorting tobacco, rolling up the
leaves, manipulating end packing, and many were
singing and looking as happy as possible. With
a navigable river and fine railway, this town of
80,000 people is evidently going to prosper. Jeft
Davig's old mansion is now by a sirange irony of
fate, used as an elementary echool for colored
children.®
+ Bidding good-bye to my kind friends in Riehmond,
—* Segesh " though they may have been,—I started
on & pleasant morning by rail for Jacksonville,
Florida. The first day’s run was of 250 miles right
through Virginia and North Carolina to Wilming-
ton. Running alongside the splendidiy picturesque

® There is really more bitter feeling between rival
political parties in the North, than between North
and South. One of the last stories which Abraham
Lincoln was heard to tell was the following. It is
in reference to John Tyler, is a little grim in
its humour, but it must be remembered that Lincoln
and Tyler were opposed in political prineiples, and
that the former could not have had any great ad-
miration for the latter: * A year or so after Tyler's
accession to the Presidency,” said Lincoln, “profess-
ing to make a tour through some parts of the country
he sent his son to arrange about a special train of
cars. The railway superintendent chanced to be a
strong Whig in politics, and told the young man
plainly that he, could not run any special trains dor
the president. ‘Why,” replied young Tyler, ‘you
furnished a special train ior the funeral of General
Harrison." ‘Yes,” said the superintendent, stroking
hig beard, ‘and if you will only bring your father

along in that shape you shall have the best train on
the road,””
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James river with, as I regarded them, the Pus-
sel awa hills opposite, the first 25 miles to Peter:-
burg were eminently interesting, through a rich,
cultivated prosperoue country. Petersburg is a rare,
old-fashioned, leify town—reminding one of Canter-
bury in summer.time without the Cathedral—with
cottages shaded by orchard trees and embowered
with creepers ; a day-school of girls had just come
out to play as the train arrived, and they might
well be*English country bairns with their round
chubby efaces under cotton hoods, as they ran
laughing and talking along. All so peaceful and
home-like; and yet I was shewn the marks of
shot and shsll on the walls, for it was here that
Lge ﬁ#de hig final stand against General Grant,
and the attack was so fisrge, that all the inhabi-
tants had flsd. Richmond being at first deemed
impregnable, with its 30 miles of earthworks
and batteries, Grant followed Liss round to the
South, butevan there the Confederates had earth-
works in threslines, 60 miles in all; but nothing
ceald witlstnd “U. B. G.” or “ Unconditional
Surrender Grant’” and his big battalions, while
halt of Leo's reduced army were suffering from
f:ver. The interview between the two Generals
and surrender took place in the Oourthouss Oppo-
tomax, closs by—Graat behaving in the most
generous way, takings no prigoners of rank and
file, but telling them to lay down their arms and go
to their homes, and when the enquiry eams as to
what was t0 ba done with the harses of Liee's largas
body of cavalry, he said, ‘‘ Liet the men take themn
away, they will want them to plough their farms.”
Magpanimous this, towards, those who had been
guilty of the attempt to oreate an empire founded
on digloyalty and oppression.

All through Virginia, Carolinas and Georgia,—the
names of the counties, rivers and towns constantly
reminded me of the old country and the days before
the War of Iudependence. A dozen counties are
named from kings or prineces, and stili more from
old English or Scoftish names such as Bath,
Bedford, Berkelpy, Brunswick, Buckingham, Meck-
lenburgh, Carclioe, Obarlotte, Sussex, Dinwiddie,
Southamptcn, Nottingham, Halifax, Cumberland;
Hamilton, Chatham, Henderson, Gordon, Wilson,
Walker, Morgan, Clarke, Monroe, MaclIntosh,
MacDowell, Randolph, Scott, Buchanan, Ruszell,
Campbell. I was now travelling a good deal out
of the beaten track, and certainly more uninviting,
uninterest ng country than the eastern portion
of South Virginia, the Carolinas and Georgia for
wellnigh 500 miles I never saw. It was ons
succession of pine or fir forests, interspersed with
limited farm clearings where a horse and an ox
might be geen yoked to the one plough, or more
commonly a Negro driving a single mule plough,
skimming the surface of soil which looked
sandy and white like our Cinnamon Gardens sand,
but was doubtless more chalky and richer inlime.
I was told that deep ploughing would never do.
The stations and towns we passed on the way were
primitive enough ; bales of cotton were piled up in
some cases, and stores and lifts visible with re-
ference to ihe busy cotton seesson; but the rich
cotton and valucble land is farther inland. Travel-
ling in March-April, the climate was just pleasant
to an old tropical resident, sunny and bright ; but
I could see that it must be very hot with little
oirculation of wir and plenty of jungle or swamp
fevgr in sumrmer. A few streams and rivers were
erossed, groups of Negroes sitting by the wayside
having a chat, and homely couatry folk trudging
to murket, or anon a tall Yankes southerner, with
palmetto bhat would make for the train—so tall
sometimes that one was inelined to ask what the
weather wag like *‘ up there ?"' At Goldsboro, we came

“of his routs.

% an important cotton depd¢, half-way between
the capital Raleigh and the sea ; and here I was
told that the country around gave good cropg—
two in the year, of vegebables, psas, sweel potatoes,
and cobton or probably alternating with eotton ;
orchards of apples, peashes and cherries were visible.
It was at Raleigh that the second great Cobnfedsrate
Army under General Johngton surrendered to General
Sherman after his famous match on April 26, Jeff
Davis being captured in . Georgia, a month later
when the war olosed. It was late when we arrived
at Wilmington, for our travelling had been very
slow, not even 20 miles an hour. I travelled during
the night another 200 or 250 milea from Wilmington
to Florencs, and thence to Charleston—one of the

‘oldest historioggities in America—famous in the way

and blockade-running and in Ohristy Minstrel song.
Ths cold during the night was in sirong eontrast
with the afternoon. Next day began with a
repetition in Bouth Oarolina of the everlasting
sombre pine forest, mosé dull and depressing with-
out any signs of life save a few butterflies, making
me think of Brunton BStephens' reference fo
Australian gum forests:—

They who tell us that the Bush is dull, are not 8o far astray
For this eucanlyptic cloisterdom is anything but gay.

I could not make out the abgence of population, xe-
membering that the two Oarolinas numbsr 2} millions
between them, and Georgia over 24 millione, while
Florida, which is larger in area than either counts
only 803,050 though rapidly on the increase. But
again, to revert to the war. It was by the attack on
Fort Sumter in front of Chsarleston in April 1861
that the great war commenced, and exactly 4 years
after on the 14th April 1865, there was oelebrated the
‘ Re-possession of Fort Sumter, and the restoration to
ifs original place on that historic spot, by General
Anderson, of the identical lag which, after an honor-
able and gallant defence, he was compelled to lower
4 yoars befors. Major-General Anderson and Bsrgeant
Hart stepped forward on the platform and unturled
itha old banner, amid the deafening cheers of the
agsemblage. As the starry emblem floated out grace-
fully to the strong breeze, the joyful demonstrations
were repeated, which were responded to by musie
trom the b:undg, a salute of ons hundred guns af
Fort Sumter, and a nationel sslute from every fort
and battery that fired upon Sumter in April, 1861.”
Later on I came to Savannah, made memorable
by General Sherman’s grand march with his armg
of 65,000 men into space Starting on the 14¢
November 1864 from Atalanta, Sherman (of whom I
learned mu h sfterwards from intimate friends of his)
struck for the sea between 400 and 500 miles
distant, through ahosiile country and without any
base of tupport—a march as famous as any
in history. I followed afterwards a greal part
He was heard of for the firgt time at
Savannah on December 20th and he was able to
telegraph to President Lincoln:—'‘I beg to present
you 'as & CUnristmas gift the city of Savannah,
with 150 heavy gunsg, and plenty of ammunition, and
also about 25000 bales of eotion.”” It cannot be
wondered at, that a remembranae of the military raids
of Sherman through Georgin and Carolina, and of
the pclitio-] methods subsequeatly employed in the
reconetruction of the South, should siill rankle in
the minds of those who suffered. Hecre is for instanee
Ganersl Sherman’s official report of his unresisted
march thriugh Georgia at the close of 1864—:
“We have consumed the corn and fodder in the
region of country thirty miles on either side of a
line from Atalanta to Savannah ; as eleo the sweet
potatoss, eattle, hogs, sheep, and poultry : and have
carrised away more than 10,000 horses and mules,
as well as 8 countless number of their glavez. 1
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estimate the damage done to the Etate of Georgia
at one hundred millions of dollars, at least twenfly
of which have inured to our advantage, and the
rest is gimple waste and destruction,” Bimilar
gcenes ocourred early in 1865 in South Carolina,
algo under Sherman : while thg eutrages and plunder
of General Benjamin Butler in New Orleans and
Louisiana have rendered his name infamous. It
is not surprising thaf Boutherners do not think of
all this with eomplagency, or that they are angry
a$ the remsmbremce of *‘oarpet-bag rule,” and of
the hard conditions imposed befors they were re-
aimitted into a Union which they had then no
_ desire to enter. The moral is, that God * broke
the arm of the oppressor, and set the captives free, ”
irrespective of the gschemes of rival politicians,
—1I was told the best farming, populated country was
inland. By-and.bye, as we approach Savannih and
pass on inte Georgia, the outlook changes, we
have brighter colours in the vegatation though swamp
and pines continue, there are grass bamboos, plenty
of water, with later on foresis of heavy timber on
fine black soil, and the timber irade evidently
ocoupies a good deal of atiention. As our fellow-
traveller reminded me, some of theirees of Georgia
are sohigh as to need two boys and a man tosee
the top of them ! We stopped at one country station
which reminded me of Veyangoda, with an outlook
of grean swampy land and here a number of Negroes
of a genuine gort, on whom charcoal would only
make a chalk mark, gay with light blue, green and
yellow colourz entered the irain. Most of them
took the smoking car, but one old gent sat near the
door in ours, and by and bye we heard a yell as

a passenger coming in inadverfently seized his ear,.

which he releaged with ¢ I bag your pardon, I thought
I had hold of tha strap. ” The joke was taken good-
naturedlly enough, and I could not help thinking
of the great improvement in the condition of thess
poor people ; for now, after passing the junstion
station, Wayoross and two emall wayside places
euriously enough called Folkstone and Boulogne,
we pasg through a veritable * dismal swamp ” such
ag played so terrible a part in the life of escaped
slaves, often hunted as Longfellow describos :—

In dark fens of the Dismal Swamp
The hanted Negro lay;
He #aw the fire of the midnight camp,
And heard at times a horse’s tramp,
Avd a bloodhouund’s distant bay,
Where will-o '~ the-wisps aud glow-worms shine
In bulrush and in braks ;
Where waving mosses shroud the pine,
And the gadar groves and the poisonous vine
Is spotted like tho snske;
Where hardly a human foot could pass
Or a buman heart would dare,
On the quaking turf of the green morass
He crouched in the rank and tsnglel grass,
Like a wild besst in his lair,

Near this is the Suwannee river which T orossed

on my retarn—the scene of one of the sweetest of
Ohristy Minstrel melodies,  The Old Folk at Home.”

. (To be continued.)

HISI0RY OF THE WEDDAS
OF CLYLON.

EXTRACT FROM SECTION III.
(From a forthcoming ** History of the Weddas,”
by A. De Silva, Mudaliyar.)
(Concluded from page 400.)
In the same wey e-yakko is the most primitive
Pali word adopted to mean a man who hunts with
he bow-and the arrow, from which is derived

the modernized Sinhalese word Dada-yakko, where
the difference is only in the substitution of dada,
in the place of e, meaning ¢ the arrow:' and
ig identical in signification and application with
the Sanaerit Raksha and Danufhs. 1f Dada-yakko
means & hunter with the bow and the arrew, in
the common usage of it in Sinhalese, how could
e-ynkko which is concurrent in meaning with
Dada-yakko; be interpreted to mean ‘* a demon*”’ ?
For both words when simplified for the ,gake of
brevity and euphony come to be yakko, by syn-
copation which is undisputed. What de®ilish or
demonish sense -underlies the combination of the
lettere which form the two worde, to admit of
the perverted interpretation that either thg @ne or
the other of the two words means a demon?
This iz quite demonish, and i¢ beyond the sphere
of human solving or rhetorising.

The simple truth is that commentators who
interpreted yakko to mean “a demop” did not
possess sccurate knowledge of the derivation of
it radically, which had become then aliogether
an ohbsolete term, and the meaning thereof lost
in the memory of the moderns, whose memory
can he recalled end refreshed in modern days
only by tha modern word Dada-yakko or Dada-
yakkaro, which is identical with the primitive
which both when simplified gome to mean and do
mean a primitive ¢ bow.hunter” alias a Wedda.
The idea that a wild man or a mountaineer from
Hindustan immiggating into Luokas and living
thither the lils of & mountsineer as in; his native
country is finally metaphorsed inio ¢ a démon.”

18 pothing but ™ demonifying pure  human
11tslleot. s
As regards 8inhalegse, Wedi and Hindustanes

words under quotation, derivations amnd comments
are deemed unnecessary, these not being primitive
languages. Our researches into these derivative
dialects of one.commen Sanscrit roof, would shew
simply their affinity with the primitive roots,
confirming . undoubtedly the derivation of Rakshaee
and Yakko as has been slready proved in the fore-
going instances. But modernism does not bear as
greai 8 cogenoy ag primity illustrative of ramification

of dialects simulianeous with the era of
the Soriptural account of the confusion of
tongues.,

In my enthusiesm, after the labored exposition
of the primitive appellations of Rakshasza and
Yakko of olden times, I am led away to consummste
the same fineally, by drawing a paralleliam from the
Iranian or ths Persian language, which may seem
to my readers to be chimerical though I am only
studious. :

‘In the Iranian language Kous sha-num Laraja
is the phrase in eommon use to signify ¢ to shoos
off the arrow.” It is fo be observed here that the
Iranian Janguage is & mixturs of Aryan and Semitie
roots, In the phrase quoted above, the word Lous,
which may ba syncopated into kus or cus, iz the
most primitive Hebrew word. for ¢ the bow ” ; and
geems to have been an onomatopetic adopted by
the Hebrews with as much aptitude illustrative of
the percussion created by the arrow in its flight
through the air when diccharged from the bow as
Rak or ark was adopted by the primitive Aryans
to repressnt the bow; and yak by the Pali-spesking
section jas, or jace by the Latins, sha and aras
or ras by the Aryans and Grecks to signify “ithe
darting of the arrow.”

The mixture of Semitic withiAryan root.la:or:bof.h
roots forming into one:form of speech, though
separalely oconsidered to be tautological, we discover
to exiat in most oamses—for instance—are (bow-
Aryan) cus (bow, Samitic) is equal to the Latin ar-cus ;
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rak (bow, Aryan),cus (bow, Semitic) is equal to
Rakkus (Elu  word, also Aryan) a gynonym for
Rakshasa or Rakussa. Yalk isPali, sha is Aryan, equal
to yaksha ‘“to ghoot off the arrow” (literally
yalk * vo dart” an® sha ““to dart” acocording to
the primitive spplication thereof and a variety of
other similar instances:

In the Iranian phrase kous sha-num
we digcover sha as in Raksha and kar in karaya,
to be the only roots that are in direot affinity
with the primitive Aryan roots, blended with the
primitid Semitio kous or cus. The division or
origin of languages of the world i8 to be traced to
he era of confusion of tongues at Babel, according to
oriptgrgl History. All thetribes that we re dispersed
nto duierent parts of Asia and other continents,
were so many branches of the families of Shem,
Ham and Japhet, three sons of Noah. All Semitio
races are to be classed as descendants of Ham,
whose son Cush or Cus was the primeval Raksha or
Yakko of th8 Semitic branch ; after whom was his
country named Cush-desa*(Egypt, Ethiopia, &e.);
Nimrod, the son of Cush, the son of Ham and great-
grandson of Noah, was a mighty hunter of the most
primeval era ; that is to eay, a Semitic mighty
Rakshasa or Yakko, bearing a parallel to the mighty
hunter, the mighty Rakshasa or Yakko of the race
of Shem, or in other words the celebrated hern of
the Ramayana king of the Raksha forest (Lianka)
styled Rawana Raja, who was the chivalrous
Raksha or the Yakko hero of the Indian I liad,
whose tribal insignia was Ral #s the Samitic kous
or cus was the insignia of Cush and Nimrod, which
in no way differed from the Pre.Aryan native
Indian Rak or the arcus. 6f the ancient Rome,
The land of Gush (or Kous) was therefore the land
of the bowsman or the Wedda country, stereofyped
Cush-desa from Fous or cus signifying * the bow.”
In the same way a Sinhalese may stereotype Cush-
desa to be Wedi-rata (country of Weddas) nam.
ing the same after the Weddas who golely inhabi-
ted the country, kous or cus, “the bow constituting
the insignia of the inhabitants thereof, This very

. Eame reason warranted the ancient Sanserit and
Pali historians to style the Island ‘‘The frst
Island of Rakshasas or the Yakko,” because the
ancient settlers of the Island were archers or
Weddas by profession, who on that account were
primitively styled Rakshasas or the Yakko, which
both mean “archers” cr ¢ bowsman, or hunter,”
otherwise commonly styled ¢ Weddag” by the
moderns of the Island. Hence the origin of the
nams given to the Island, Tapriwsns (sorrapted
into Taprobane), ‘“The Island of Rakshasag
or ‘‘the Settlement of the Yakko,” ¢ The Maha
Yakka Samagamo” or ““ The Island or Settlement of
8 great community of Weddas,” * darters of the
bow.”

The fact of one and the same root being
gseattered with confnsion in almost all the
primitive dialects ramified at the Babel eonfu.
sion betokens the existence of one c¢ommon
original language previous to the date of confusion
of tongues, and establishes the verity of the Serip.
tural history, the division of tongues not being
traceable to any other sdurce.

As regards the admixture of the primitive root
in the Iranian dialect we find it to he left-handed,
or in quite preposterous order, as it is said to be
written and read right.to left instead of from
left to right as ofher and most Ianguages are. Ae.
cording fo this mode of writing and reading as
pointed out by the underlined figures in the Iranian
phrase, we are enabled to frace the Aryan root in
the order of the figures noted by dropping off the
terminal syllables num-jo and ya, viz.—

karaya,

don.—

.bassed in the first era of

_merged under the Palj
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Sanserit,
Rous sha-(nun) karaja—jaraksha-kns—A raksha kus—
7 6 564321 123456 7 “To dart off
the bow.”

Kous sha-(nun) karaja—jaraksha-kus=Araksha kag—
7 6 64321 123456 7 “To dart off

the bow.”
kar=Raksha-kus—Raksha kug—
321 12345 “To dart off

Kous sha-(nun)
6 4

the bow.”
Kous sha-(nun) ka(r)ya==Yakshu-kus— Yaksha (¢liding
5 4 B 320 1234 5 the cerebral r)—

“To kill by darting
the bow,”
This is the more susceptible when we take into
consideration that jarak or yarak kus, discovered
in the above(ﬁfepos;erous order, bears a paralleliem
in significatidn to the primitive Pali e-yankun, * to
make go or fly the arrow,” which is the meaning
of jarak or yarak kus—quite ac agsimilation to
Aryanism ; and though in the preposterous order
from right to left, we discover ¢ the confusion,” or
the admixture of the Aryan words Raksha or Araksha,
inasmuch preposteration as Nodnol is for Lon-
London " "/, "Nodnol = .." Tiondon
654321 123456 654321
Lastly, by viving yaksha (No. 4) (which to all ap-
pearance is Pali and Sanserit) a full Pali intona-
tion by eliding the tautological ska and substitu-
ting ko instead, we produce the Pali yakko, ¢ the
darter of the arrow.” = Thig production, though quite
incidental and chimerical, yet seems to goothe us in
bearing a parallelism to the Sanskrit and Pali roots
sought after. o

Tiagly, I have to observe to the reader that the

{ Sanscrit Rakshasa was the term wused by the San-

gorit poet Valmiks to designate the ancient moun.
taineer iribes of Central India, who having immi-
grated info Lauvka became the aboriginal inhabi-
tants thereof, and were recognized in history ag
Rakshasas_, beingjthe Sanserit classioal designation
under which the jungle men or foresters of Lianka

: the history thereof, which
terminated at the arrived of King Wijeyo B. 0.
043. After Wijeyo's arrival, himself and hig retinue
having come from the ancient Wagurata (the
modern Mirjaplr of the Provinee of Bengal) where
Pali or Meghaudes was the spoken language, Pali
language was introduced into the Islang and the
firet history of Lanka was written in that Ilan-
guage under the name of the Mahawanse, in whigh
the Rakshasas of poet Valmika—the author of the
Ramayana—woere synonymised in Pali under the
designation of Yakko, the term Rakshasa having

; : : appsllation Yakko, Thig
designation continued to be current till A. p. 459 °
which, constituted to be the second era of the hig’
tory of Lanka in which regular monarchical gov-
ernment was established in the Island.

From# about the 4th or sth century A. . the
study of the Elu language (that ig Hill-Bashs) having
progressed in the Island, the appellation Yakko
merged in the Elu designation of Pulindas signi:
fying ‘foresters or ‘‘dwellers in the jungle”: and
the first stereotyping the settlers of the Igland
under the apellation of Pulindag originated with
the rise of the ‘capital ity Polonnaruwa® (in the
modern Tamankaduwa distriet) corrupted from
Pu_lmda. I\Tuwara or Pulinda Nagara which wag
bqllt by king Agrabhodi IV A.D. 769. This con
stituted the third eraof the history of Liapka In
the course of progress of the Ely language in the
Island, several words havye been adopted by Elu

# From Pulindm’tr—Pulinnﬁr corrupted i -
= ed in
naruwa, correct name Pulinda Nuwaxl-a.. t Polons
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writers to designate the ancient gettlers of the
Island, such as—1. Pulindas (foresters or jungle men),
2, Wanecharas (nomands of the forest), 3. Sabara
or Habara (Rakshasas alias archers of the forest)

4. Maladaru (the hill-born or dwellers on hills).
5. Malidu (dwellers on hills). 6. Mal.leva (hill
groupers) all erude, uncivilizad andj uncultivated men.

In modern times, when Sanscrit, Pali and Elu
languages have made great progress throughout
the Island as well as civilization, the Islanders
have been pleased to designate the progeny of the
most ancient and identical Rakshasa and Yakko,
under the mors«polished appellation of Wedda
archer or bowsman) derived from the Sanscrit
wid—‘“to dart off the arrow ”— constituling
fourth era of the history of Lanka.

This fact alone ax well as the several Elu names
occurring in the Elu Namawaliya (Vo®abulary) are
an exposition and a lexicon competent to expound
the disputed terms Rakshasa and Yakko, primi-

tively applied to designate the settlers of the
Island, during the first and second era of the
history thereof, and thus purge off the infamy

that hangs on the ancient history of Lanka. As to
Rakshasas and Yakko being ¢ Demons,” foundsd
upon sheer ignorance of the Commentators who were
thoroughly igrorant of the origin, dsrivation and
application of the primitive appellations of Rak
shasas and Yakko, who are none other than the
modern Weddas of Lanka. In final support of
the acouracy of my exposition of the appellations
of Rakshasa and Yakko, I allude here to the tranzla—
tion of a passage on ths Mahawanse by the late

Mr. Turnour and his Kandyan Pundits, who alone
appear to have adhered to the correct historical
and classical deseription of Palindas, being synony-
mised as Yakko, in the translation of the texfin
question,

“In the text—*‘ Eso Pulindanam sambhavoti, &e.,”
Mr. Turpour and his Pundits have translafed
Pu'indas as identical Yakko, who in the first era
of Lanka’s history has been styled Rakshasa, in
the second era as Yakko (the identical Rakshasa)
in the third era as Pulindas (the identical Yakko),
and Weddas (the identical Pulindas) in the modern
times which constitute the fourth era of the history
of Lanka,

Mr. Turpnour and his Pundits in conformity
with the uniform history of ths aboriginal settlers
of the Island, and with the view of conveying
clear and undoubted understanding defined Pulindas
of the third era by the very designation unde:
which they passed in the immediately preceding
gecond era, Yakko, being the very designation un-
dsr which the Rakshasas of the first era had
merged, when Pali became the elassical language
of the Tsland, knowing fully well that the Yakko
had merged under the desigaation of Pulindas in
the third era, when Elu lapguage acquired predo-
minancy a3 the classical language of the Island, just
the same way as the more polished designation of
Weddas became the more popular adoption in the
modern days which constitute the fourth era, still
indicating the mode of life of the aboriginal set-
tlers, heretofore known under the primitive and
obsolete appellations of Rakshasa and Yakko:; for
the word Wedda is the verbal noun of the San-
gerit verb wid—to shoot with the bow and the
arrow,” quite accordant with Raksha and Yakko
of olden times, meaning ¢ archerg ”” who live by chase
in the hilly portions of the Island. It muat be borne

"in mind that the term Rakchasa was the Hindu
Aryan stereotype under which the Pre-Aryan native
Indian hill tribes or Weddas were designated in
Sanserit by the post Valmika » ¢. 500. Down
to the era of Wijeyo B. ¢. 543, there wers no
fresh immigration of settlers in the Island, exoept
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the aboriginal Rakshasa immigrants, whoge history
is the subject of the Mahawanse, and who were
synonymised ¥akko by the author of the history.

The late Maha Mudaliyar Zoysa, impulged by the
universally current fallacious integpretation of old
commentators on the Tsland (see Maha Mudaliyar’s
notes on Weddas I881) criticised Mr. Turnour’s
translation of the Pali text above quoted, object-
ing for a ground that Yakko means ¢ demons,” or
‘“ gpiritual beings "—whioch is a misconception of
the Maha Mudaliyar a8 much a3 the Commesmtatora
who originally put the gloss on Yakko,—tog mean
‘“ demong.’” Mr. Turnour and his Kandyan® Pun-
dits were quite correct and classioally acourate in
synonymising ‘Pulindas’ as‘ Yakko, ” and would
have been equally accurate had the ‘®P®lin-
das' beon synonymired as Rakshasas or Sabaras.
For the appellation * Rakshasa’ is the most primi-
tive appeliation for the modern Sinhalese designa-
tion of * Wedda’; whilst Yakko is the Pali syno-
nym for the Sanecrit ‘ Rakshasa’; and e‘Pulinda '
is the Elu synonym adopted in the third era to desig’
nate ¢Rakshasa’ and ‘Yakko.! That the utterly
incorrect non-historical and false interpretation of
Yakko a3 “ Demons ” is universally gaining ground
in the historical and literary world, is evident
from an article which appeared in the Ceylon
Observer of 11th February 1891, headed “ Vaddas,
wherein it was stated that at a recent meeting
of the Geographical Society, Paris, M. E. Des’
champs read a paper on the Veddas (hunters) o
Ceylon, who are in_all probability descended from
Yakko—¢ Demons’’—the original inhabitants of
that country”!!!

This asseriion, or the interpretation that the
Yskko means ¢ Demong,” «is as monstrous a
blunder as the desecription furnished by ministers
to King Dbarma Parakkrama Bahu 3¥X of Jaya-
wardanapura (Koftta near Colombo) of the Portu-
guese who had landed at Colombo shore a. ».
1505, namely, “a race of people of very white
complexion and recherché beauty, eaters of crys-
talline stones and drinkers of human blood.”

The decendants of this very race of people
who made the above report to the king, are at
present ‘‘greedy eaters of erystalline stones and
noted quaffers of human blood,’ to the utter
contempt of their ancestors at the egregious and
monstrous blunder committed by them, which was
simply owing to their never having seen a race
of white people nor known the nature of thei
food and drink, anterior to the era of landing
of the Portuguese in the Island. In the same
way the. writer hereof is perfectly confident that
all readers of this exposition will finally be
persuaded that the paraphase made of the Rak-
shasa and = Yakko, to mean * Demons,” is
grounded upon simple ignorance of old and non
clagsical Commentators. From the exposition given
in this seet'on, as well as reasons shewn in thae
second saction hereof, the historical and literary
world shall know for certainty for ever that the
Rakshasa and Yakko of ancient Lanka mean no
other than the modern Weddas, who are the rem-
nant of the identical progeny of the Rakehasa
of the first era—of the Yakko of ths second
era, and of the Pulindas of the third era of the
ancisnt history of Lanka.

[No man of ordinary intelligence will dispute the
conclugion of the most learned argument that the
aborigines of Ueylon were not demons, but huntsmen.
Is it quite ag certain that the small body of Veddas
really represent the aboriginal race which Vija¥a
conquéred ?—Ep. L. R.]

—
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