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AMIRAN THE FAIR.

-

By H. NEwMAN.

¢ Qhe, Galuru Sing,” I bawled out as I lay before
my camp fire, _:\‘fith my back to a free, ‘‘come
hither ard tell me a tale.” _

Galuru Sing was my Ghurka sergeang, and I was
after dacoits, Three years ago there uged to be
a little fun in Upper Burma, and Daocoit shooting
had not yet closed, but the shooting was as a rule
reserved for poicemen like myself, On this night
1 remember we were on the tracks of a Boh some-
thing or other, Neither my men nor I knew the
country, and we were belated—tut this used to be
& common thing with me in. those days, and I was
always provided yith grub and bedding in the
event of it happening.

It was a rather fine night,’ but I was tired of
watching the stars, and speculating on my future.
I had smoked one ecipar, tnhat was enough. An
Inepecior of Police cannot smoke Havannahe, he
gmokes Caleutta cigars at one eight a hundred,
And they give beautiful smok:a, that is, when they
don’t peel off into biis! Wherefore I called to
Galuru Sing for a story.

Galuru Sing had led a very adventurous youth, or
he had a very fine imsgination. ‘But wh.t on earth
does thetruth of a story matter as long as one is
amused ?
® ®aluru Sing came out of the gloom into the fire-
light and squsatted down ten or twelve yards
from me. ;

I waved one hand towards him. ¢ Speak,” I said.

Without any more ado he commenced. ¢ Sahib,”
he said, “* did I ever tell ycu why I left Nepal to eat
the salt of the Sirkar. No, I will tell you now.

“ My village is called Girandak. There was I born,
and there too I would have died, but for one. a girl,
called Amiran. Sahib, it 18 a true saying Shaitan
iz the father of a beauntiful woman. Amiran was
most fair to look upon, and without doubt Shaitan
wag he f th r

 She favoured beyon1 allotters myga'f and ona
Bunb er. We weic w to m n, Bat Awiran’s father
was headman of the village, and
none of us. He wanted bis daughter to marry one
Thappa, who was the owner of fifty cows. Thappa
too was & man.

¢ 8ahiR, a woman can forgive many things in a
man, save that he be a fool. Now Thappa was more
foolish than a housed owl, wherefore Amiran hated
and despised him. But that stubborn old wild boar,
her father, was fully determined that she should
marry none other. ‘Sray thy weeping, foolish one,

he would bave.

though lovers be different, all husbands are alike,
therefore it is better for thee to marry a man who can
give thee milk instead of water.’ .

“ One day it was%iven out in the village that the
marriage of Amiran and Thappa would take place
in a week, and the marriage festivities were to take
place on the morrow,

‘* Bir, you can imagine the rage I wasin. I made
wild schemes of slaying her father, Ram Sing and
Trappa, and of running away with her. While I
was thinking how to earry out these plans, I received
a message from Amiran by a little boy asking me
to meer her at the ap icot tree on the north side of
the village at dusk.

“ My heart leaped with joy.

‘“ As thesun set I set off for the meeting place.
She was there already, but by her side was my rival,
that v:1'#in Bunbeer. ;

“«What!’ I cried in srage, ‘hast thou brought
me here to see thee enjoy the caresses of a swine-
herd. ' :

« ¢Soft words, O Galuru fing,’
‘ goft words,’

“iSoft words,’ I answered hotly, “come from
craven tongues,” and my Lookri flashed forth from
my waist band,

“ Amiran rushed forward and caught hold of my
hahd., ‘Shame on thee, and on thy braggart ways.
Wouldst thou slay an unarmed man?' Fop
Bunbeer did not have his kookri with him,

* 1 would slay all who come between me and thee,
unarmed or armed,” I answered sullenly.

'+* Well, peade, peace,’ she said sweetly. * I have
brought ye two here to discuss a way of escape for
338 from the arms of Thappa, the wise, the pru-

ent.’ -

““* There is only one way of escape, run away with
me down to the plains of Hindustan, the land of
the Sirksr,’ came fiom Bunbeer.

“‘Nay, there is another way,’ I broke in. *‘Rather
than that, I would slay thee myself. Ifthou runnest
at all, run with me.’

*‘ She lovked ir m one to another dubiously, ¢Ye
are bo'h handsome and brave, whom shall I
choose ?’ :

* * Choose the winner in a fair fight, I said, © Go
Bunbeer and feteh thy weapons.’

* Bunbeer furned on his heel, and was walking off
when Amiran called him back. g
* “Ys twoshall fisht but not in this vulgar way
slashing at each other till one dies ; probably bot.l’l
of ye will die, and I shall have no lovers to rescue
me from Thapna, the wise, the prudent,’ and she

laughed scornfully.

““*Liook,’ she continued pointing to the silver
orescent of the moon, ‘in an hour that will have
sunk. It will then be dark, and then ye shall
fight’

““‘Any time and any where,’ I oried.

“*No, not anywhere, but there in that field of
maize,’ pointing to a large field that lay below us.
The maize was nearly ripe, and the stalke were

said Bunbeer,

be used to say in arswer to her entreaties, ‘for | seven feet "bigh,
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“ ¢ As soon as the moon cets,” she caid ‘ye twg
will leave your huts, and Bunbeer will enter from
the south side, and Galuru from the north, And
he, who first strikes the other in the midst of the
field, will be the victor. He sghall find me at the
landing-place near the stregm, and we will fly
together. Now go,” and she dismissed.us both.

“T went off to my hut and waited for the moon
to set. How long that hour seemed to me, as I
gat patiently sharpening my Fkookii. I made all
gorts of plans of how I was going to enjoy myself
in Hindustan with 4 miran. Strangely enough it
never etruck me that I might not come off victorious
in ths fight. As goon as the moon gei 1 seized my
kookri and-bounded off to the field.

«“ I entered the field as had been agreed on the
north side. It was pitch dark, and tH® maize grew
very thick, go it was with difficulty I could make
my way in at all. Bu$ I slashcd about wi'h my
Lookri cutting down the big stalks and so forcing
my way through, I balf smiled at the havoo I
was committing, thinking of the owner's dismay in
the morning, when he wake up to find hig corn
ha'f destroyed.

“1 cut and slashed about till I thought I was in
the middle of the field. Then I sat down and
listened for Bunbeer, but I could hear nothing save
the gentle soughing of the breeze on the top of
the oorn.

1 waited patiently for a few minute?, growing
more and more disgusted at Bunbeer’s cowardice,
a3 I thought it, in not coming. Finally, I determined
to cut my way through to the other end of the
fie'd. I might meet him. Perhaps something had
delayed bim.

“ As I was about to start forward a slight noige in
front of me caught my ear,

“ I listened intently, Something wag undoubtedly
foreing its way towards me. I bounded forward
with a loud shout, thrusfing and pulling the maize
out of my way. :

“ When I got within a few yards or 8o of Bunbeer,
I waited, He came sgteadily on. When he was
within' striking distance-- I judged by the noise that
there were only a few maize stalks between me and
him—I struck with all my might, and the man’s
red blood spouted up into my face.

* With a sort of grunt down he dropped. I was
astonished at the noise, and stooped down to feel
if my fallen enemy was dead.

¢ Sahib, I felt the head and horns of a cow.

“ Mad with rage I rushed out, and towards Bun-
beer’s hut. The old crone, his mother, informed me
he had been out the whole night. ¢

“ With a curse I stumbled off through the dark-
ness towards the headman’s house. There was a
great noise, and lights were moving about. I dis-
covered Amiran had disappeared. So I knew that
I was more foolish than Thappa, and & woman hates
g fool. ;

“The next day I left my village, and eame to
Hindustan. I shall find Bunbeer some day, and
then—"" the old Ghurka’s face lighted up with a
diabolical grin,

I dismissed him with a move of the hand, and
composed myself to sleep,

.-

4 DINNER A1 GOVERNMENT
HOUSE, MELBOURNE.

By Van ArcHug,

He was an unsophisticated rural member—
decidedlya young man from the country—who had
keen sent down by the iree seleciorygettled rasound

Lake Woollymerino to represent their collective
rights and privileges in the Legislative Azsembly,
and to maintain, to the best of his untutored ability,
against a most perverse Government, their undoubted
claime to a railway all for them®elves, several large
public works in their litfle one-horee township,
a grant for the hospitel, and a shsre in the snnual
prospecting vote. By mnationality my friend Dan
was a Cork man, and proud he was of his
citizenship. He would talk by the hour in his
oonvivial moments—and the same were nct€:w—
of the beauties of the famous city of butter and
salt beef, the heavenly music of the bells ¢of Shandon
‘““that sound so grand on the pleasant waters of
the River Liee,” the super-excellence of Wise’s whisky,
the comparative meritg of Beamish and CrawWord’s
brown stout set against Guinness’s Dublin porter,
and the unrivalled glories of the scenery along
the Lower Glanmire-road, with Blackrock Castle
and Spike Island in the distance. Dgn, in fact;
wag not deficient either in the lively intelligence
or the mercurial temperament that mark his
fellow-countrymen in the sunny south of the Green
Isle. But of pubdic life and its forms, or of the
art of practical law-making, orof the hatits and
manners of high life in the South Yarra ecircles,
he knew about es much as he did of the Sanserit
language. From the simple accident of our belenging
to the same politioal party—with a famous and very
able son of Tipperary for our chief—Dan and I
sat side by side on jthe green benches of the House ;
and, as one having some experience of political
life, he dutifully -placed himself under my tuition.
‘“ Bedad, Val,” he wopld say to me, when utterly .
puzzled by the complicated forms of procedure,
¢ I ean’t get the rights of it, at all at all.  What are
they going into committee now for? Why does
the Speaker leave the chair and allow another
member to take it for him ? What do they mane
by their first readings, &nd second readings, and
third readings, whin there are no readings at all at
all 2"’ T did my level best to answer all these questions,
and to ‘‘inginse him into it” (as Dan himself
expressed it), but I think the explanations puzzled
bis poor head even more than the difficult forms
themselves, At last Dan gave it up as a bad job—
& hopeless conundrum—and just resolved to follow
me in everything, and to do exactly what I told
him. * Shure, Val,” he would remark, * you're a
knowledgeable man, and know all about these things.
So I'll just do as you do.”” Which he did, textually.
For Dan I was Erskine May, Alpheus Todd, Hatsell’s
Precedents, and the standing orders of the Assembly,
all rolled intao one.

In the wususl course came round the official
invitations to Government-house, to dine with His
Excellency, The first occasion was a special one.
The cards of invitation (‘‘ quarter acre allotments
of pasteboard,” = as a witty friend of mine used to

‘designate them) were stamped with the additional

altraction, ¢ to meet His Royal Highness the Duke
of Glasgow.” The members whose names bore an
initial letter standing above M in the alphabet
were all ineluded in the first batch. Dan’s full
name I may mention here was Daniel Rouayne
Dougharty, and the initials of his two Christian
names, as he wrote them, looked very like Dr.,
the abbreviation of ** Doctor.” The receipt of the
invitation put the good fellow into a bit of a flurry.
He had never in all his life sat down to a grand
banquet, and he was utterly at sea as to % the
way they bad of doing it.” Again I undertook to
pilot him through. “But can’t a chap stay away
altogether ?”’ he asked. ** I'd rather do that than,
may be, make a fool of meself?” I explained to
him that the Governor’s invitation was in the
natureief, & command, and to refuseit would be
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equivalent to an actof disloyalty to Her Majesty

the Queen. ‘“ Then, bedad, I'll go,” was his rejoinder ;
“but what am I to do with this? (holding up
the eard of invitation). Will they want me to sind
it back ?" I wrot& out for him the usual formal
acceptance, and recommended him ‘fo send the
imposing piece of paste-board to his friends in
Cork, who would, of course, ‘have it framed and
glazed and hung up in the family parlour, as a
visible evidence of how great a man * our Dan”

had Become in Australia—¢a member of Parliament,

no less, dining (my dear !) with all the grand gentry
- and titled nobility of the country, and sitting right-
fornenst a real live Prince of the Blood into
the bargain !” Dan, at the suggestion, grew visibly
gix ifches taller.

When the evening of the grand event came
round, six of us clubbed to hire a cab to take us
out to Government house, wait for us, and bring
us back, The cabman’s fee for the job was to be
nine shillings, which was just eighteenpence apiece.
Amongst that half-dozen of diners-out were some
very remarkable men. One of them was the most
brilliant wit that Australia ehas ever known.
“Another was a pgoldfields member whose exulting
constituents, when his vietory was declared after
a sharp contest, sent him {o carry the news round
the district on a swift pony shod with solid gold!
Dan was in grand form and rattling good humour,
Acting on my suggestion, and duly impressed with
a sense of his personal dignity as the guest of a
Governor (who was also an English nobleman)
and the fellow.guest of the son of Her Most Gra-
cious Majesty the Queen_—to say nothing of his
being knight of the shire for Woollymerino—he
had arrayed bimself in a new suit of faultless
evening-drest, ordered from the tailor regarless of
expense, as the play-bills express it. ‘ Och bedad,
Val,” he remarked as we drove out; * shure I
hardly know myseif at all in this iligant suit (he
pronounced the word ¢ shoot’’), and ’tis the first
time in my life I ever was figged out in a pair of
swallow-tails hanging at my back,” 1 impressed on
him carefully that he was to keep close to me all,
the evening, to sit beside me at dinner, to keep his
eye on me, and do exaotly as I did, and, above all,
not to speak to any one but myself, nor cast his
eyes across the table. All which Dan faithfully
promised to observe,

The glories of the evening commenced with our
arrvival at the big house, As we entered the front
door one by one, a tall footman, arrayed in gorgeous
livery, took each man in charge, disposed of his
hat and great-coat, and then conducted him to the
door of the grand drawing-room, asked him for his
card, opened the door, and announced him by tame
to His Excpllency, who with the presence, stood at
hig full height on the hearth-rug. * Mr. Valentine
Archer!’” The gentleman so named entered the

room, made a respectful bow to each of the dis-.

tinguished personages, and then joined the erowd of
guests already arrived. Next came Dan’s turn,
To my great delight and Dan’s astonishment
the tall footman introduced bhim as Doctor
Dougharty, mispronouncing the good old Celtie
name (he being an uningtructed Saxon) * Doggerty!”
Dan made his bows, and then he joined me. ¢ Did
you hear that, Val?’ he asked me in a whisper;
““the villain called me out of my name, said I was
a Doggerty, and told the Governor I was a doctor!
Faix, 'tis a good beginning, and I wonder what
they’d say in Blarney-lane if they cou’d see me now!”

* Your Excellency, dinner is gerved,” announced
a tall footman when the last of the guests had
arrived, ¢ Come along, gentlemen,” said the affable
Viscount, leading the way, the guests following in
Indian file, and each taking the first vacant chair

towards the head of the table. As I took my
Poat followed by Dan, I observed that he was exaptly
visavis of the Prince, whilst my own opposite neigh-
bour was the Governor himself. For a moment I
had a tremor of anxiety, but as the thing could
not be helped now, I could only accept the situa-
tion. Gurace being sa%d by one of the aide.de-camp,
down we sat and fell to with vigour, Ogysters on
shell, turtle-scup. English salmon (brought out in
ice) were each and all very speedily polished off.
Then began the more serious eating, in the shape
of half-a.dozen . entrées, every one of them a
triumph of cookery. 'I never eat made dishes
myself, go stoed quietly by for t{he roasts,
trifling with a glaes of sauterne. Conversation wag
now general, the band was playing in the gallery,
and 1 could eventure to whisper to my neighbour,
“ Dan, take only one thing of each course. Choose
it from the carte, and take it when the footman
offers it. Then wait for the next course.”” Dan
took up the dainty bill' of fare, scanned it carefully,
but as it was all ecouched in that curious Kitchen.
French English which epicures so delight in, he
could make nothing of it: ¢ Still and for all, I'll
do what you say,” he whispered back. But ha
congtrued my hint too literally ; for mistaking each
dish of entremets for & sepnrate courge, he loyally
took a helping of each 1n succession, as it was
offered to him, so that by the time the roast
turkey, roast peacock, roast lamb, beef and mutton,
together with boiled fowls, Yorkshire ham (boiled
in champagne to give it a more exquisite flavour),
and other trifling things of that sort were brought
down, my Cork friend had already revelled in
(what he counted as) no less than eight distinct
courses, - When his attention was solicited to these
manifold selid dainties, he was quite taken aback.
¢ Oh begorra, Val,”” he murmured in my best ear,
‘“the real eating (‘‘ raal eitin ’ was what he said)
is only beginning.” My simple reply was a whis-
pered, ‘*Go shead, Dan !” And, my word, he did go
ahead, like a house a-fire. Plate after plate of flesh
and fowl, washed down with copious libations of
champsague, each disappeared in a twinkling. By
the time the #otis were removed, Dan’s eight dis-
tinet courses had risen to at least fourteen., And
yet (in sporting phrase) Dan was as fit as a fiddle,
and had never turned a hair. There was a pause
of a few minutes before the next course came on.
It was game. and Dan was speedily engaged in
trying to dissect a roast quail on toast. I noted
that his hand was unsteady, and when one of the
tall footmen brought along the customary condi-
ments for this particular dainty (sliced lemon and
cayenne pepper) Dan mistook the lemons for pota-
toes and jobbed with his fork to eatch one. ¢f Allow
me, gir, please,” whispered the footman affably,
and then applied the condiments in the proper
manner. But Dan could make nothing of that
little bird, and my fear was that in his desperate
efforts to find the small joints, he would send it
flying across the table, full into the lap of His
Royal Highness opposite. A glance and a nod
from me to one of the footmen as he passed
cleared the difficulty, by the removal of Dan’s plate
in & quiet but firm manner. Sweets and dessert
followed in due course ; a single toast (the Queen)
was proposed by His Excellency and loyally drunk
in bumpers of champagne; conversation became
loud, general, and hilarious. Dan was in a condi-
tion of what can only be described as complete
glorification, and I kept him in talk, to prevent
any glancing across the table,

Then the grend banquet ended: the Governor
rose and returned to the drawing-room, the guests
following as before. Black coffee with a petit verre
was served to all who wished for it on pilyer trays
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in the hall. The guests pr pared todepart, Each
in succession, as before, was announced at” the
drawing room door, entered, bowed, bade ** Good-
night !’ and backed out. I did all my best to-keep

Dan from committing any breach of the strict ruics |

of etiquette. But he was now in rollicking humeur,
‘his Hibernian vivacity and good epirits were both
overflowing all becunds; so when he was ushered
into the presence of the distinguished personages,
instead of bowing respecifully, he walk 4 smilingly
up, and prasping the Pricce by the hard, giv- his
hearty ‘¢ Good-pight, your -Royal Highness!” and
the same to the Governor; and so retired, fairly
beaming with honest delight and pride. Then
_came the crowning honour of the night. A tall
footman took Dan in hand, adjusted his hat and
great-coat, attended him to the ha®.door, ani exlled
out into the night in the grandest focotman style
for Doctor Doggerty’s carriage !

Of course our cab was in waitirg (I had eeen
to that), and Dan was banded in superbly by the
footman, as if he had been the Lord Lieutenant
of Ireland!

Then we drove off townwards. Dan was in such
8 revelry of exulting spirits that, when we cleared
the domain gate, he would insist on breaking out
into snatches of Irish songs in a round manly
voice—Dan could sing the sweet songs of his dear
native land very takingly. So we had bits of  The
Groves of Blarney, '’ of ‘¢ Och, the town of Passega
is nate and spacious,” of ¢ Molideroo the Fox,
of ¢ The Night Before Larry was Stre ched,” and
the like delightsome ditties, which kept us sallin
a simmer ¢f merriment till we reached town.
As we got out of the cab we, of course, wenf
into a notable hostel to have a final quencher
before breaking up. Dap, takir g off his plass like
& man, looked up at the clock. ‘ Stop boys,”
-wag his remark, ‘ ghure the night's young yet.

~ Come into the bar-parlour and we'll have a talk
about things in gineral.’” None of us were loth;
not one of us cared about goine heme too early,
the occasion being a strictly official one.

Dan was called on for a song, and ke gave

-us *“ The Groves of Blarney’ in fine s'yle,
with variations that have never yet bren
read in print. It would bs out of all reason to
expect a full programme of that jo'ly evening’s
proceedings. Let it suffice to say that Dan far
and away excelled himself on this cccasion. His
songe, parodies, and stories were simply endless.
I recollect a parody of one of Moore’s mo-t mourn-
ful melodies, one verse of which, in Dan’s version
runs thus :— =

“Och, ife is a waste of wairysome hcurs,
Which seldom the rose of enjoyment adorns;
And the foes that are swiftest to dauce antong-t flowers,
Are ever the first to be troubled with corns.”

There comes also to recollection a song sung
by the old boatman of Scattery Island on the
Shannon, the islard on which Saint Senanas (afier
whom Ireland’s greatest river is named) lived
his hermit life for so many years. Moore tells
us how the saint solemnly addressed a beautiful
young lady who stole uninvisited on hs sclitude,
with doubtless a view of captivating the youthful
hermit’s earthly affections, in this fiuely poeti-
oal style :—

% Oh, lady, leave this racred isle.”

But the old Scattery boatman’s version of the
story, ag given by Dan, differed materially from
that of the Bard of Erin. It ran ip this
fashion :—

.Allelu! The same manwas a model of vartue,
Let historians heretical write what they will :

“ (O me, beoff ma’am.’ say- he,* «ure ’d nly desart von,
Whin Letier thoaghts happened my n.ddle o fill 1’

1 left Dan at an early hour in the morning
croonirg sadly, and in g qute tearful mood
over the verses of “ Let Erin Remimber the Days
of Ould.” Then with a shake of the hands all
! yound, I bade * Good-nigh.!” snd went home.
| Dan -lept at the host:1 tha; night—the landlady
'| being an old Cork scquaintan e of his—but turned
| up to his 1 gislative duties the iexiaftegn o a3
fresb as pant. Tilkiog over wih him the in-
cidents of the previous evening he spoke of that
Government house dinner. as the crowning event
of lus hfe. ¢ Only to think, Val,!” he remarked,
“I was made a doctor, who keeps his gecarrige;
I dined off silver plates on the richest things
that mon'y can buy; I had la-hings and lavins
(lashings and leavin:sy of champagne; I eat
fornen<t a raal live Prince of the Blood, with a
Viscount Governor eitting beside *him; I shook
hands with both of them and wished them good-
night; and thin a footman in splendid livery
hand-d me into my carriage! Not to spake of my
beirg a mimber of Parliament myself ! What'll
the ould people at home in the Litle shop in
B arney-lane say about it whin I sind them a full
account of it? And all that honour and glory
gnd grandeur and feasting and drinking only cost
g fellow the small sum of eighteenpince !"—
Australasian, .

L]
gt & 3 " 119’ PO e ety Sr s

INFORMATION ANENT PRIVAIE
LANDS IN 'G.EYLO.V AND MILITARY
RESERVES-*

. Surveyrr General Office,
Colombo, 22nd June 1868.
The Hon'ble the Colonial Secretary, &e., &e,, &

Sir,—In reply to your letter Nc. 54 of 27th
ultimo, I have the honor to report for the in-
f.rmation of His Excelleney the Governor, 1st,
That with the exception ¢f the Salpii Korle, in
the Westitn Provinve, 24 vilag sin the Siyane
Korle, a few villages in the Alutkur Korle, atout
20,000 acres of Puddy Land f r commutation pur-
po-es in the Butticaloa District, and the lands
within a radiuz of about 10 miles of Kandy, no
det~iled Survey cof the Island has yet been under.
taken, the operations of the Survey D -:partment,
having with a few exceptions, been confin:d to the
Sutrvey oi Orown Lands for Sale, and of encroach-
ments and claimg adjacent to such Crown Lands
for investigation and settlement.

The early Surveys, not having been fixed Tri-
gonometrically or connected with features, the
positions of which were determined are, in so far as
a General Survey is concerned, of little or no
value. It iz however but just to one.of my pre-
decegsors (Mr. Simms) to add that the absence
of a proper system of Triangulation and the con-
cequent want of connexion in the varicus old
Surveys, was forcibly brought to the notice of
Government in 1852, but in consequence of the
depressed state of trade in the Island, and the
reduced gtate of the Rsvenue, it is euppoged that

No, 103,

| the Government were unatla to grant funds to

e-able the work to be carried out. Although Mr.
Simms, with the imperfcet data st his dieposal,
gucceeded in placing several of the lands sold for
Coffee Estates in the Central Provinge in position
on the General Map, it was not nntil affer Captain
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(now Lieuat,-* olonel) Gosset, R. I, assumed charge 1
of the Department, when the Revenue was in a more
prosperous condition, and the Survey Department
wag increasel, that the various Surveys made in
other Provinces wer® counected Trigonometrically
or by traverses with fixed points and koow:
features Since this system was commenced upwards
of 1,734,000 acres of Old and New Surveys have
been placsd in position on the General 16 chain
map, which is now regularly kept up, no Survey
beingeallowed to leave the Offise until its position
has been inserted on it. The value of this Map,
not alone to the Dapartment and to Government
but to the General Public iz incalculable. .
-dn estimating the time which it would take to
compléte within a given period the Suryey cf all
private lands in the Colony, I may mention that
the information before me with regard to the ex-
tent of private lands in eich Provinee is of the
vaguest natgre, and in proof of the inaccuracy of
the Returns in the Blue Blook, I may mentiom
.that in one Province the number of acres actually
gurveyed exceeds tha estimated extent of land under
cultivation by 275,000 acres, in arwther Province the
extent of surveyed land is in excess of the estimated
area of cultivated land by [7 000 actes, and in a recent
case, when I applied to the Government Agent
of a Province for information to enable me to

reply as accurately as possible to your letter
under report, I was furnished with a Return of
private lards in one District,of ths Provinee,
which sactually exceeded the area of the whole
‘District. as estimsted in the Returns furnished
to Government by the ssipe Officer, by 758552
acres.

It will be observed that the infermation on
which my °‘Estimate must be framed is of a
very imperfect nature, it may, however I think
be assumed that upwards of 1,000,003 acres of

private land yet remain to be surveyed. This
exient would take the present force of the
Department about 20 years to survey, but as the

survey of Crown Lanis for sale, of halt valuation
lots and surveys for special purposes must reces-
sarily keep paca with the requirements of the
Qolony. 1 estimate that not more than one-four h
of the present Hstablishment could be detached
for the Survey of private lands, and that it would
consgt quently take 80 years to complete the Su vey
of private lands with my present force.

To complete the Survey of the whole of the pri-
vate lands in the Island within 7 years, a force of 120
additional Surveyors would be required at an average
galary of 7/ per diem each ... £15330 per year
to which must be added Mis-

cellaneous Traasport and | ... 15,000 5

contingent expenses
Office Establishment for copy-

ing, reducing, and laying
down Maps, supervision in
the field and office and the

genersl Triangulation 12,000
Total,. £42,330

For the first year only, the sum of £3,600 will
also be required for the purchase of Instruments, &e.
The force should consist of Burghers and natives of
the Igland, who would be instrusted by and work
under the immediate supervision of the officers at
present in the Depariment.

d regret that I cannot give an Estimate for the
gurvey of private high lands as distinguished from
paddy lands; as in the Surveys made previous to
the last few years, the description of land is not
recorded in the Maps, conscquently the extent of
each description of land remaining unsurveyed is

13

unknown, but as the private high lands in the
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aritime Provinces are in most cases bounded by
paddy fields, it follows that the exterior boundaries

_of the latter must neceesarily be surveyed, and as

1t would cost compsratively but a emall amount to
define the subdivicions, I do not think it would be
judicious to leave the paddy land unsurveyed.

I think it right t0 mention that irrespective of
the question of levying an acreable land tax, and
remote as the prospect of a Registration of lands
based on a proper Survey may be, experience hag
proved that in places where Surveys of private
lands have been made in the Western and Essbern
Provinces, numerous applications have been made
for 'Title plans, the fees for which pay the expenses
of the Survey.

1 have, &ec.,

(Signed) A. B. Fyrrs,
Capt. R. E.

P
MRS. SCHRADER OF JAFFNA.

|Extract from the work entitled * The Land of
the Veda: India briefly described in some of its
aspects: Physical, Social, Intellectual and Moral.”
By the Rev. P. Percival, 1854.]

“Among the descendants of Europeans there
were some bright examples of religious consistency.
I know a devoted old lady of the name of Sehrader,
who for many years, in a large town in the nothern
province, was the sole instructress of a consider—
able community, Shewasin the habit of assembling
the people in her own house for divine worship,
where sha read the Seriptures and conducted divine
gervice in the Portuguese langunage, She trans-
lated several religious books from Duteh into
Tamul and Portuguese, ani ecirculated them in
manuseript, written in her own hand. Shs also
composed a metrical history of the chief parts of
the Bible, in the Portugdese language, After
the age of 55, she acquired English and translated
a volume of hymns out-of that language into Por-
tuguese. She died about ¢ years ago, at the
advanced age of 85. Highly intellectual, ¢legant
in manners and eminently distinguished for sweet-
ness of disposition, this pious and devoted woman was
one of the most influential persons in her neigh-
bourhood. For many years she conduocted a school
anl was well qualified to teach Dutecb, Portuguese
and Tamul. Doubtless this sainted matron gecured
the commendation of that Saviour, of whose love
she was wont to discourse with so much sweetness,
Tnere was a dignity in her manner, a solemnity
and cheerfulness, that combined to make her a
most remarkable person, Her form, her expression
of countenance, her faltering accents of raligious
wonder and delight have often cheered my mind ;
and she lives in my memory as a monument of
the singular providence of God in the peculiar and
bereaved circumstances cf a small community who
were in her provided with a light that shone in a
dark place, notil the day of enlarged and more
diffusive l'ght dawned, under the increased and
multiplied means of instruction eventually provided.”

-8
MARRIAGE CUSTOMS.

SAVAGH

(To the Editor of the * Laterary Register.”)

Sir,—The marriage cus‘oms of the inhabitants
of the world vary in every possible forln, aceord-
ing to the state of gociety in which they
live. But in all our experience we weer never
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prepared to hear of the very strange and barQarous
customs of the savages of New South Wales
ag they existed some fifty years ago. There,
(says Colling in his decount of New South Wales,
p 559) the prelude to love is violence, and that of
the most brutal nature. The savage ceelezts his
intended wife from the women of a different tribe,
aenerally one at enmity with his own. He steals
upon her in the absence of her protectors, and
having first stupefied her with blows of a club,
or wooden sword, on the head, back and shoulders,
every one of which is followed by a stream of
blood, he drags her through the woods by one
arm, regardless of the stones and broken pieces
of trees that may be in his route, and anxious
only to convey his prize, in safety to his own
party. The woman thus treated®becomes his wife,
- is inzorporated into the tribe to which he belongs,
and but seldom quitsit for another. The oulrage
is not resented by the relations of the femals,
who only retaliate by a similar outrage when
it is in their power.

What would ladies now-a-days say to this strange
and barbarous mode of courtship ?

[Ladies now-a-days, if well read, know that
although blows on the heal are dispensed with,
‘the going off of the young ccuple to spend the
honeymoon on retirement, is a survival of the savage
custom of hiding from pursuit when a bride had
been captured. In the case of some moidern
marriages the blows come after the hiding.—Ep. L.1¢ ]

Yeurs faithfully,
ANTIQUARIAN,

o
-

THE GREAT TANKS OF

CEYLON.

¢ No monuments of antiquity iv the Island are caleu- |

lated toimpress the traveller with such a coaception of
the former power aud civilization of Oeylon, as the
gigantic ruins of the tanks and reservoirs, in which
the water during the rains was collected and preserved
for the irrigation of their rice lands.

The number of these structures, throughout vast
districts, now comparatively solitary, is quite incredible,
and their individual exbtent far surpisses any works
of the kind with which [ am acquainted elsewhere.
Some of these enormous reservoirs, constructed across
the gorges of valleys in order to throw baek the
streams that thence issue from the hills, cover an
area equal to fifteen miles long by four or five in
breadth ; and there are hundreds of minor con-
structions.

These are almost universally in ruins: and some
idea of their magnitude and importance may be derived
from the following extract from my diary, ofa visit
mede to one of them in the year 1848.

The tank to which I rods was that of Pathavie-
colom, in the Wauny, about seventy miles to the north
of Trincomalie, and about tweny-five miles distant
from the sea.

“ After a rest.of a few days at Trincomalie, to recruit
our foot runners aand coolies, we resumed our
course towards the noith. My design was to keep
the line of the sea-coast as far as lake Kokelai, and
thenee to turn westward into the great central forest
of the Wanny, in order to reach the rninsg of the
tank at Patbavie—the larzest as well as most pe:feet
of these gicantic works in Ceylon.

¢ The Lake of Kokelai is a very remarkab'e spob.
It is about twenty milesin circumference, and believed
to have been at one time a rich and fertile plain,
on which the eultivaticn of rice was carried on by
the means of the enormous reservoir of Pathavie,
some twenty miles inland ; but by a ca'amity of frequent
occurrence in Ueylon, the sluices of the great tank,
became decayed, the embankments g ve way, and the
overcharged chanpels suddenly inundated the plaing
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below, whence the collected waters burst their way
into the sea, which, once admitied to emnter, has never
gince been excluded, but now ebbs and flows with
every variation of the tide, the bottom of the lake
being never wholly dry, bmt its deepest spofs never
much exceeding rix or seven feet. In fact, it is so
shallow at all times, that in the S. W. mcnsoon, when
the rains ave light and the waters low, the surf forms
a bar of sand across the entrance, and it ceases for a
time to communicate with the sea. Were advsntage
taken of this peculiarity, it might be permanently and
effectually excluded ; but unfortunately with®the change
of the monsoon, the bar disappears, the pent up waters
of the lake agsin force a passage, and the salt water
returng to renew and perpetuate its barrenness.
“We came out of the forest upon the southera extre-
mity of the lake, at the little village of A2maravnyal,
and rode eastward along the shore to the opening
which admits the waters of the sea. It was a sultry
day. and on the exhalation from the salt enerns‘ed
over the sand, we witnessed one of the most beautiful
instances of the Fata Morgsna which T bad szen
in Ceylon. 'The water appeared in the distance to
cover the direction by which we were to pass; and
right before ns in the midst of this wesaw a fairy
isiand, coveredewith the most graceful vegetation, and
the snadows of its trees reflected in the surrounding
waves of the imsginary lake. A ride ofa quarter of
an hour, however, dispelled the beawiiful deesption;
without entirely disappearing, lines amd features be-
came fainter as we approached, till they melted into
air, bub not without leaving a doubt whether a scene
go perfect in all its parts could really be an illusion,
- The Tamilewillage of Kokelai is close by the junc-
tion of the lake with the sea; and in the vast pastures
around it, which are enriched by the proximity of
the water, numerous herds of ecattle were grezing—
the finest and moet numerous I have seen in the pro-
vince, At Kokotodowey, we came up with the Govern-
ment Agent of the Northern Province, Mr. Dyke,
whom we found ercamped with five tents and a large

suit of followers, beside a salt lake close to the village,

and with him we resumed the following morsing our

“tour around the lake, completing the cireuit at Amara-

vayal, wherce we bad tt:rted two days tefore. In
order to do this we had to cross the river by which
the lake is formed, after lowing out of the great tank
of Pathavie. The dimensions of the latter may be
inferred from the faet, that the stream that issued from
its ruins was between 200 and 300 feet broad, and so
deep and impetuous, that it was with the utmost diffi-
culty onr borses got over it in eafcty. The country
along the bank of the river is rich, and would be feitile
but it 1s so neglected, that herds of wild buffaloes
were rolling in  the marshes, and elephants gso
abundant, that the water was still running into 'the
foot marks which they had left a moment before in
the sand, where they had cro-sed a branch of the river
on our approach.

‘“ As the immediate vicinlty of the tank ‘s so infested
with malaria, from the escape of the water, as to render
15 dangerons {5 pass the night close by it, we took up
our gquarters ata Tamil village, about ten miles to the
south-west of it, called Liendehitt-hammelawa : and
baving a long day’s jaurney betors us to get to Kool-
ancollam, another village eighteen miles beyond the
tank, aft r baving inspcetad it in the forenoon, we
were on horseback by torchlighf, seme hours before
the snn. 1t was tedious work, the path under the trees
being only used by the natives=cn foot: the branches,
thorus, and climbieg plants closed overhead, so low,
that 1t was Impossible to ride in the gloom, and we
were obliged to get down from our horses and have
them lsd for a great part of the way. The directon
of the pathway had never been chosen with a view
tp the convenience of Lorscmen, and it ran glong
the embankments of reglected tarks, and over great
rocks of gneiss, which ccca icpally diversify the mo-
notonous level of the forest, and on the eloping sides
of which it was difficult to keep a secure fooling.
So little is the country koown or frequented by
Europeavs, that the Odear, or native headman, who

cted as our guide to the great tank, told me I was
undation.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



CEYLON LITERARY REGISTER.

311

the third white man who had visited
years. '

* Owing to the riechness of the soil, and the abund-
ance of water, the trees were of extrao:dinary growth,
especially the vareties of Strichnos, which rose into
vast mounds of verdure covered profusely with their
rich orange froit. The Palu—by far the most valu-
able timber-tree of the north—attains bere gigantic
dimensivzs, and its topmost branches are the favourite
resort of the Buceras, the Indian Toucan,

‘“ Before day-break we entered on the bed of the
tank at iteouth-eastern angle, and prcceeded to cross
it diagonsally to the centre of the main embankment
a rige which occupied us nearly two hours. The
tank itself occupies the basin of & broad and shal-
low valley, formed by the approach of two low lines of
hills, whiclg gradually sink into the plain as they
stretch towards the sea, The extreme breadth of the
enclosed space may be ten miles, parrowing to six or
seven at the spot where the retaining bund has been
ocnstructed across the valley; aud when this was in

it in thirty

effectual repair, gnd the 1e:ervoir filled by the rains,

the water must have been thrown back along the
basin of the vzlley for at lrast twelve or fif cen
mil:s. 1§ is difficult now to determine the precise
distances, as the zrecent overgrowthgof wood and
jungle has ol literated all lines left by the original
level at, ils junclion with the forest. Even now the
epucs we rode cver from the extremity of ‘the tank
to 1ts centre, a distance of five miles, is deeply sub-
merged during the monsoons ; so that notwithstand-
ing the partial eseapé of the water, it must still
cover anarcaof ten mi'es indiameter. Ils depth, too
must be very considerable ; for high om the branches
of the trees which grow in the area of the tank,
the last flood bad left quantities of drift wood and
witbered grass, and the rocks and highest banks were
coated with the yeasty foam which remains after the
subsidence of an agitated flood.

*The tel of thestank was difficult to ride over being
eti 1 soft and treacherous, although covered everywhere
with tall aud waving grass: and in every dircetion

it was poached into deep holes by innumerable ele- |

ph nts who congregate to roll in the ‘soft mud, to
bathe in the collected water, and Juxuriate in the rich
herbage and under the cool shade of the trees. The
ground, too. was thrown up into hummoecks like
great mcle hills, which natives told us were formed
by a huge earthworm, which is common in Ceylon,
nearly two feet in length, and as thick as a emsll
snake. Through these inequalitics the water was still
runneg off in small natural drains towards the great
channel in the centre which conducts it to the broken
sluice ; and across these wa sometimes found it diffi-
cult to find a safe footing for our horses,

® o“In a lonely spot, towards the very centre of the
tank, we came uvexpectedlyupon a very extraordinary
scene. A sheet of still water, two or three hundred
yards broad, and about half a mile loug, was sur-
rounded by a line of tall forest trees, whose branches
stretched over it. The sun had uot yet risen, when
we perceived some white objects seated in large numbers
on the tops of the forests; and as we came nearer,
we discovered it to be a colony of pelicans, who had
formed ther settlemert and breeding place in this
golitary retreat. They covered the trees literally in
bhuudreds; and their heavy nests, like those of the
swan, constructed of large sticks, fcrmed great plat-
forms, which rested across the horizontal branches,
In each nest thrce were three eggs, vather larger
thon those of a goose, and the male birds stood Pa-
tiently beside the female as she satupon them.

“ Nor was this all ; along with the pelicans a pro-
digions numbers of other large water birds had selected
this for their dwelling-p'ace, and in thousands they
covered the trees, standing on the topmost branches,
tall flargingoes and cranes of every vaviety, ibises,
egrets, and many other descriptions of waders. We
had come upor them thus early, and before their
habitual hour for betaking themselves to their usual
fishing- fields. By degrees, as the light increased, we
saw them beginning to move upon the trees: they
looked around them on every side, strc ched out

their awkward legs, extended their broad wings, rose
slowl® in groups, and soared away in the direction
of the sgea shore. 4

“The pelicans were apparently later in their move=
ments ; they allowed us to approach as near them as
the swampy nature of the so/l, would admit, and even
when the gun was dischargegl amongst them, those only
moved off whom the particles of shot had disturbed.
They were in such numbers at this favourite place,
that the water over which they had taken up their
residence was swarming with alligators, attracted by
the frequent falling of the youog birds; and the
natives refused, from fear of them; to wade in for
one of the larger pelicans which had fallen, struck by
a rifle ball. It was altogether a very remarkable
~ight.

% About seven o'clock we reached the point of our
destination, near the great breach in the embankment,
having first with difficulty effected a passage over the
wide stream wh ch was flowing towsrds it from the
basin of the tank. The huge bank itself was con-
cealed from us by ths trees with which it is over-
grown, till we suddenly found ourselves at its foot.
It is a prodigious work, nearly seven miles in length,
at- least three hundred feet bhroad at the base,
upwards of sixty feet high, and faced throughout
its whole extent by layers of squarel stone. The whole
aspect of the place, its magn tu fe, i s loneliness, its gi-
ganticstrength even in its decay,reminded me forcibly of
ruivg of a similar class described by recent travellers
at Uxmal and Palenke, in the solitudes of Yuoatan
and Mexico.

“The fatal breach through which the waters es-
¢:pa, is an uglychasm in the bauk about two hundred
feet broad and hall as many deep, with the river
runnivg slowly away below. This breach affords a
good idea of the immense magnitude of the wok,
as it presents a perfeet section of the embankment
from summit to base. As we stood upon the verge of
it above, we looked down upon the tops of the highest
trees, and a pelican’s nest, with three young birds,

~ was regting on a branch a considerable way below us,

“We walked about two miles along the embankment
to see one of the sluices, which remaing so far entire
as to permit 1ts original construction to be clearly
undersiood, with the exception tha! the prinecipal courses
of stones have sunk lower towards the centre. From
its relutive position, I am of opiunion, that the
breach ¢hrough which the water now escapes was
originally the other sluice, which has been earried
away by the pressure at sime remots period. The
existing sluice 1s a very remarkable work, not merely
from its dimensiong, but from its ingenuity and excel-
leut workmarship. It is built of layers of hewn stones
varying from six io twelye feet in length, and still
exhibiting a sharp edge and every mark of the chisel.
These rise info a ponderous wall immediately above
the vents which regulated the escape of the water ;
and each lajer of the work is kept in its place by
the frcquent insertion endways of long plinths of stone,
whose extremities project from the surface with a
flinge to prevect the several ccurses from being
forced out of their places. The ends of these re-
taining stones are carved with elephants’ heads and
other devices, 1ke the extremities of Gothic corbels ;
and numbers of similarly sculptured blocks are lying
about in all directions, though the precise nature of
the original ornaments is no longer apparent.

“About fthe centre of the great embankment
advantaze bhas beeun taken of a rock about 200 feet
high, which has been built in, to give strength to
the work, We climbed to the top of it; the sun
was now high and the leat intense; for in addition
to the warmth of the day, the rock itself was still
glowing from the accumuiated heat of many previous
days. I was covered with vegetation, which spruung
vigorously from every handtul of earth that had
lodged in the interstices of ‘the stone ; and amongst
a variety of curtous plants. we found the screwed
Kaphorbia, (Luphorbia tortilis) the only place in which
I have seen it in the island. But the view from this
height was something very wonderful—it wasin fact
on@ of the most merorable scenes I remember in

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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Céslon. Towards the west the mountains near Ana
rajapoora were dimly visible in the extremest distance o
but between us and the sea, and for miles on all
sides, there was scarcely a single eminence, and
none half so high as the rock on which we stood.
To the tarthest verge of the horizon there extended
one Vva t unbroken ccean of verduce, varied only by
the tints f the forest, and wi®h no objict for the
eye to rest on except here and there a trée a little
loftier than the rest, which served to unaulate the
otherwise unbroken surface, :

*Turping to the side next the tank, its prodigious
area lay stretched below us, broken into frequent
reservoirs. of water and diversified with scattered
groups of trees. About kalf & mils from where we
stood, a herd of wild buffiloes were lumbering
torough the 1 ng grass and rolling in the fresh mud,
These, -and a deer wuich came to drink from the
watercourse, were the only living auim®ls to be seen
in a.y direction.

“ As t0  human habitation, the nearest was the

village where we bad passed the preceding night ;-

but we were told that a troop of unsettled Veddahs
bai latcly sown some rice on the verge of the
res rvoir, and taken their departure after securing
their littls crop. And tnis is now the only uss to
which this giganti: nnder aking is subservient—it feeds
a iew wanwring outeasts, and yet such are its
p:oiigious capabilities, that it might be ma e to
tertilize a district equal in exteut to an Euglish
couuty. ;
- % And who are the constructors:ef this
monument ? It is said, that some one of the sacred
bo ks of Ceylon records the name of the king who
built it ; bnt it has peri hed from the living memory
of man. Un the tip of the great emtankment itself,
and close by the breach, there stancs a tall sculpture |
sto ie with two engiraved cimpa tments, that no doubt
record its history 5 bus the O.ldear intormed us that
the chara te's were Nagari and the language Pali, or
gome unknown tougue which uvo one now can read.

** What; too, must have been the advancsment of
engiuveering puwer at the time when this immense
work was undertaken ? It is true that it exbibits no
traces of science or superior jngenu'ty, and in fact
the absence of tnese is ore of tha cansss to which
the destruction of the ta:ks of Ceylon has been vty
reasenably asceribed, as there bad been no arrange-
ment for regulating their own contents, and no
provisicn for allowing the superfluous water ta escape
during vi.l-nt inundations. But irrespective of this
what mu-t bave been the command of labour at the
time when such a construction was a hieved? The
Guvernment engineer caleulates that iaking the length
of the tank at 6 miles, its height at 60 feet, aud
its breadth 200 at the bass, tapering to 20 at the
top, it would contain 7,744,000 ecubic yards and at
1s. 6d. per yard, with the addition of cne half of
that sum for facing it with stoue and construc'ing
the elaices and other works, it would cost 870,0007.
sterling to co: struch the front embankment alone,

“*But enquiry does not tormirate here. What must
have been the numbers of the population employed
upon a work of such surprising magnitude and what
ths population to be fed, and for whose use oot
only ths gigantic reservoir was designed, but some
thirty others of nearly similar magnitude' which are
st 1l exi-te ce, but more orless in ruin, through-
out & district 150 miles in length from north to
south, and about 90 from sea to ceea? Another
mysterious questio n is still behind and unanswercd.
What was the calamity or seiies of calamities which
succeeded in  extermivating this multitude? which
reduced their noble mouuments to ruin, which silenced
their peacelul industry, and couverted their biauti-
ful and frrile region into an usprodumctive wilder-
ress, tenanted by the buffalo and the elepbant, and
only now and then visited by the unclad savage who
raises a little rice in its” deserted solitudes, or
diskurbs its eilent jungles to chase the deer, or rob
the wild bee of i s honey ?

*These are all unsatisfied speculations : nor do
even the few inquiries I have suggested serve to cpen
up the full exfent of imtercst which-attaches to this

mighty -

singular district. I have mentiined the existence of
uumerous other tan's as la g~ as that o Pa ha ie;
some are of even greater dimensions, and one, kn wn
as the Giants Tank, the main emkankment o w ich
is 15 miles in length, was calculated 10 enc ose an
expanse of water equal in extent to the La e of
Geneva, It was to bave been supplied by dir cting
into it the largest river which now {flows in o the
Gulfof Manaar ; and thscmseway commenced for his
stupendous purpose, composed of bl . ks of stone of
almest Cyclopean measuremcnt, has been completed
for a great portion of the way: but from some
ucknown cause the work appears fo have been
suddenly abandoned, and never re-umed. Th= vast
area of ths Giant’s Tank is now the site of some
thirty prosperous villages, each with a smalle: tank
sufficient for 1ts own rice-gronnds, and all encgosed
within the boundary of the origiuval taunk.

“Nor is this all ; for in addition to these immense
congtructions, some thirty in number, there are from
500 to 700 smaller tanks scattered over the whole
face of  the counvtry, the wmajority in eruins, but
many still sorvic-able, and all suseeptib'e of « ffartual
restoration. — From Sir Emerson Teénnent’s % Christi-
antty in  Ceylon.”
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