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"INTRODUCTION

Dr, James T. Rutnam, the founder of this Institute passed
away on 4th November, 1v88. At the Memorial meeting held in
December 1988 we announced that a memorial lecture will be
held here annually to mark the occasion on his death anniversary.
It is our expectation that an eminent schelar will be invited to
deliver each annual memorial lecture. On the decision of the
Council of Management of this Institute Dr. A Velupillai,
Professor and Head of the Department of Tamil University of
Jaffna, has been invited to deliver the first memorial lecture,

The relations between South India aid Sri Lanka during
the days of Manikkavacakar, who was one of the four principal
exponents of Medieval Tamil Saivism, forms the main theme of
this lecture which was delivered in Tamil. The controversy
between Manikkavacakar and a Sinhalese Buddhist monk at
Chidambaram s alluded to in the Tiruvatavac atikal paranam.
There is a wide gap of approximately four centuries between the
date of Manikkavacakar and that of the pu amam. As some of
the Tamil puranams contain biographical and historical information
‘intermingled with legends a satisfactory method has to be evolved
for distinguishing fact from fiction. It is hoped that the present
paper will stimulate scholarly interest in this maiter.

Evelyn Rutnam [Institute for S. Pathmanathan
Inter- Cultural Studijes Director
University Lane, Jaftna

Sri Lanka.
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Abstract
Tiruvacakar and Sri Lankan Buddhism

Prof. A. -Veluppil!ai
Department of Tamil University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka.

The first James | Rutnam Memoriaf Lecture is being held at

 the Evelyn Rutnam Institute for Inter-cultural Studies. The Late
Dr. James Rutnam founded the Evelyn Rutnam Institute to promote

Inter cultural understanding. Today's memorial lecture dealiig

with a. phase in the imteraction of Saivism with Buddhism is

. thereforc an appropriate subject to remember the late Dr. Rutnam.

Amcng the four precéptors of Tamil Saivism, Saint Manik-
kavacakar still remamns an enigma. His date is still hotly debated
though it is now reasonably certain that he lived in the ninth
century A. D. The name Manikkavacakar was conferred on him
some centuries later. Both literary texis as well as inscriptions
refer to hm as a resident or saint of either Tiruvatavur, his
birth place. or Tirupperunturai, the place of his enlightenment.
As monasteries in his name are referred to as Tiruvacakan
matam in inscriptions, Mahikkavacakar w:ll be referred io as
Tiruvacakar in this lecture. ?

_ Among the three different sources for Tiruvacakar’s biog-
raphy, Tiravatavurar Puranam “alone deals in detail with his
disputation with a Sri Lanka Buddhist monk 21 Chidambaram,
which enatled a Sri Lanka dumb princess io talk and to answer

the arguments of the Buddhist monk from the Saiva point of
view and to the conversion of the Sri Lanka king to Saivism.

The question arises why only four religious men were raised

to the postion of Saiva preceptors. A siudy of the political
conditions of Tamilnatu during the Period of Pallava Ascendancy

provides the -answer. Appar concentrated. on Saiva religious

revival in the Pallava Kingdom. Saint Campantar concentrated his
attention cn conversion in the Pandya Kingdom. Saint Cuntarar

made friends with a Kerala ruler and tried to promote the cause
of Saivism in his Kingdom.

It is in this background that the raising of Tir}wacakar-
to religious preceptorship should be understood. The Tevaram
trio were concerned with the Ancient Tamilakam. Some scholars



in the latter half of the twentieth century have postulated Andhra,
Karnataka or Kerala connections ‘to Tiruvacakar. M. Balasubra-
maniya ‘'Mutaliyar “was ‘the first "to put forward “tbe wview that
Tiruvacakar belonged to :Karnataka in that the latter mentions
Kokali in reference to his guru and that this place has been
located in an epigraph of 1158 A.D in a part of Bellary Dis-
itrict sof :Karnataka. -As a  portion .of ‘Bellary District has now
-been -annexed to Andhra it is pow suggested that  Kokali belongs
:to Andhra. 'The Madurai : Famil ‘Cankam :Dictionary assigns Tiru-
vacakar to ' Kerala on the basis of the usage of :some words.

There is evidence for close political contacts between  Sri
Lanka and the Pandya kingdom in the middle part of the ninth |
century. A ‘D. Sri Mara Sri Vallabha invaded:northern Sri Lanka
during the reign of Sena 1. Scna 1l retahiated by invading the
Pandya Kingdem. But there is no evidence for the conversion of
the Sri Lanka ruler ;

Tiruvacakar scems -to .have done something for the cause
of . Sri Lanka Saivisma. He might have done something to. cnable
" the Sri Lanka Saivites to withstand the .onsiaughts of Sinhala
Buddhism.

'Even if it were conceded that Tiruvacakar didn’t come “to
Sri Lanka, -a study of the localities where he worked and where
be composed  his patikams shows that most of them were adjacent
to the Sri Lankan coast. The ‘Tamilnadu coast from Rameswaram
to Point.Calimere is closest .to the northwest .coast-of Sri Lanka.
Tiruvacakar who hailed from the Pandya -Kingdom .spent most
of .his ascetic life -at Tirupperunturai -and .Uttarakocamankai
Uttarakocamankai is very close of Rameswaram, but is situated.
jn‘the mamiand According ‘10 Thurstan, ihis ‘was -the head -
quarters of Atiyaracar, the Paratava (chieftains. Though Tiru-
pperunturai is an inland shrine, it is only a few miles from the sea.
This shrine is almost opn the northern border of 'the Pandya Kingdom
on the banks of Southern Veéllaru. ‘It ‘lies within the traditionaj
border of Chettynad. The Chettys and the Paratavar lived on both
sides of the sea and maintained close contacts Tiruvacakar
might have worked with this.end in view.

‘Outside the Pandya Kingdom, Tiravacakar worked in
Tirovarur,” Tonipuram, ' Chidambaram, Tiruvanpamalai @and Tire-
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kkalukkunram. Of 1hese five localities, the first three are found
very ¢lose to the (‘oromandal coast. Tiruvarur  is not far away
from Nagapattinam. Tonipuram is one of the twelve names  of
Cirkali; it is sometimes claimed to be one of the twelve wards
ot Cirkali. Toniappar is one of the names for Lord Siva, the .
Chief deity of Cirkali. Tonipuram is located near the northern
" border of Coromandael coast. Tiruvarur is in the middle 2nd Tiru-
pperunturai is in ths South. Tiruvacakar himseli refeis to
Chidambaram as having the resources of the scacoast in his very
first verse of Tirukkovaiyar, The Tamil peoole of Coromandal
cogst had cloge contasts with the Tamils of Sri Lanka.

Tiruvacakar spent the last pbase of his life at Ponnampalamn.
Popnampalam becomes a magic word among the Tamil Saivites.
According to Tiruvatavurar Curanam. ‘he Sri Lanka Kmg was
proveked by a Saiva pilgrim chanting Ponpampalam  ts go to
Chidambararo along . with the leading Buddhist pricsi 10 establish
Buddhism there. .t can bo deduced that the work of Tiruvacakar -
_in Tamilnadu was having an inpact in Sri Lanka.

It is quite poss;hk: that there was a .comfrontation bet-
ween Tiruvacakar and & leading Buddhist monk. The Buddhists
excelled in rcligious debates and disputations, The saccappattu’
composed bv, Tiruvacakar shows that Tiruvacakar was averse (o
this methodolegy.

Tiruvacakar® 8 aversion to religions like Buddhism has been
well brought out in his decad on ‘tiruttol nokkam’. Sankaracarya
who lived hefore Tiruvacakar formulated his Monestic philosophy
to challenge Huddhism. Bui Tiruvacakar was critical of this
'ohilosophy. :

Twenty verses going uader the title of ‘tiruccalal’ arc said
to preserve a portion of the famous disputation. These verses
defend Pauranic  Saivism, Buddhism gives pride of place to
karuna and here Tiruvacakar argues that the same virtue belongs
to Siva.

fMore than a century later, Sri Lanka ‘becomes @ provinece
of the Cola Empire. fven though the Colas patronised Saivism
lavishly, there were Tamil Buddhists 100 and Ra;fzrajappernmmli*
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plliciwise . valied Velgan: Viharas.-in Trincomalee: Lijstriot . was .
flougishing  §amil Blddh!‘ri vn‘:tmmm‘m the. eicventh century A T).

There ;\:suric reason to ’*@!lu\l’e that 1;1:: w(rshlp f
flfU\dC¢lkir migh! have  originated in Sri Lanif A ]Lruvaca!.ar
statue .‘:f‘d wod in tl;c \,_' lombao \’Euseum in datﬂd in the. eleven’:h
century e eart ast cp graph!ca. aefucnut to  ihe worship : ol
Tiruvie ':kdl in l.nmi madn is from thc, reu,n '0 Vird ha]endra._
As this king is now identified with the Cola Lankesvira, it is
possible .s:{s thig wor_sf‘up nragmaud m Sri tanka anﬂ
;wrrari =u Souih !isdize' WS J

" is \Imiv 10,4 ;very late work that ,the name of the Pandya
kmg as Anmﬂmanqu sihe slaya; of ium m.curs : _f‘;n_s . word

segr __u; be-au SyRoayin’ !'ur Sighala,

R A

*'*'*{n miu‘* Rid Lanka . the Tamil Buddhmr commumw “has
duwmpma&d (61 1111p!6t€]\: Some of mt:m might have becflme Tamil
Saivites: - #f they ‘bechme Sinhald Buddhists, they could’ have__

- easily maintained ajarajapperumpaili and other Viharéil Could
they -have become “inslims?  Thé Buddhists in Malczyua and
indonesia became \Euql:ma‘___ Even in "-Iat!apattinam,l a lounshmg
\«1us]rm mmmumtv i3 found 'shere there was a tlounshmg Buddmst

There ‘fre only  two  clear referencés to. 8ii Lanka ih
il*uvagai\am Q;. o them clearly states that Lord Siva blessed
tantoiari, the queen of Ravana. The second rei“erenm: s also

pretee 10 rﬂfa:r to thc_xame mcldev s
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