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The vcry‘ comprehensive report
issued by the Soulbury Commission
on the constitution of Ceylon is, need-
less to say, a most important docu-
ment, Its main recommendations
are unlikely to be modified to any
great extent and if as is likely, the
Constitution it envisages is adopted it
will determine the future government
of this country for at least a decade.
In a world ruled by speed and where
everything is in a state of great fer-
ment, that would be a long period of
time. It is very necessary, therefore.
that the people of Ceylon as a whole
—not merely the journalists and the
politicians, actual and potential—
ghould acquaint themselves with the
full implications of the report and it
is very much to be hoped that politi-
cal associations will not just fight
about various aspects of the report in
their own narrow coteries but will also
take steps to educate the people at
large with what all this means to
them. Our political education is in

‘itg infaney—if even that, pefhaps it

. would be truer to say it is yet unborn

'

—and here is a very good opportunity
to remedy the present very unsatis-
factory condition,

Opinion about numerous matters i
the report is bound to vary from one
extreme to :dnother; there ave those
who will say that the recommenda-
tions for our future Constitution do not
go far enough while others will equally
maintain that they are too revolu-
tionary. . Amidst all this, it would be
worthwhile -remembering that we are
a subject-people and that nothitg can
talke the place of our lost freedom.
Short of freedom all other concessions
must be mere palliatives. Apart from
its recommendations, which we vof
being a political journal are not oM

" petent to discuss, the historieal back-

ground and the present position which
form the context in which the future
is discussed have, on the whole, been
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satisfactorily stated. The charge, for
instance, that the Sinhalese Buddhist
majority has exploited its position to
gain power to which it wus not en-
titled and prostituted race and religion
for its own ends has been fully exam-
ined and refuted.,

Not all such allegations however
have been equally accurately investi-
gated, The animadversions about
the workings of the Public Trustee’s
Department so as to secure certain
advantages to the Buddhists at the
expense of the general taxpayer have
not been completely laid low. The
Commissioners have evidently not
quite appreciated the cireumstances
that brought. the Publie Trustee's
Department into existenee, They have
perhaps forgotten that when the Bui-
tish took over the government of the
land Buddhism was the State religion,
It has been authoritatively stated that
had the British not solemnly under-
taken to aintain and protect the
intercsts of Buddhism the Kandyan
Convention would never have been
possible. 1t is equally correct to say
that quite scon after the British oceu-
pation this solemn pledge was viola-
ted,
tions were despoiled of their extensive
possessions and Buddhists completely
left at- the merey of those who sought
to destroy the national faith, 'To
give but a single instance, land from
the Dalada Maligawa and situated
with a few hundred yards of that
sucred edifice was alienated and given
for the ereetion of a Christian church.
It is an unpleasant chapler in our his-
tory and one that we would fain see
closed, but when responsible people
like the Soulbury Commissioners
make wrong eriticisms which affect our
future they needs must be ehallenged.
We hope to return to this subject on
some later oceasion.

the Buddhist religious institu-

Meanwhile, we should like to draw
attention, to a,quotation made in the
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Report  which should have been
inscribed there in  letters of. gold:
“Quid leges sine moribus Vane profi-
ciunt?”’  which  translated —means
“What do empty laws avail without
charactér?”’ Here is the crux of the
problem : that no measure of freedom
or reform can be worked irrespective
of the people who have ultimately to
implement it. The present turmoil
in many parts of the world is ample
evidence of that fact, A war has been
fought and won, numerous charters
drawn up and sacred pronouncements
made, bub the spirit of greed and ill-
will that causes war is still rampant
and the world is threatened onee more
with sorrow and agony,

Many centuvies ago Asoka realised
this as we learn from his inseriptions.
He instituted, therefore, a scheme of
spiritual regeneration in realr
which went by the name of dharma-
vijaya (the victory of virtue) to make
the people righteous and holy. His
example was followed by many others,
gome of them kings of Ceylon, as our
chronicles testity,

his

But in this country, spiritual values
have now long been neglected; there
is a catastrophic deterioration of
character both in high places and in
low which spells woe for the future.
Dastardly ertmes are on the inerease,
pebty crimes are the order of the day
everywhere so muech so that in many
villages life is becoming impossible to
the peaceful citizen, The public ser-
vices are deep-dyed with bribery and
corruption; there is a bankruptey of
leadership either because those who
should lead have become followers  or
beeause they do not feel they have the
spiribual strength to lead, Tt may per-
haps be said that this state of affairs
is a reflection of the unsatisfactory
condition of things everywhere in the
world, but it would be poor consola-
tion to feel that we are no worse than
the others. The position is too appal-
ling for complacency to be possible.
The task is primarily for spiritual
leadership. But who will provide such
leadership and how?
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The problem which in psychology ex-
veads all other problems and which ulti-
mately determines the school of thought
is the problem of the arising of thought,
the origin  of knowledge. Knowledge
(nana) is of many kinds. It may be per-
ception (sanna), i.¢. knowledge in so far
as it is “'before the eve’ (paccakkha), per-
ceptible to the senses, a mental reaction
to the physical reception of the sense
ohject (arammana) by the internal sense
organ (ajjhattika ayatana), Tt is the
assimilation of sense 1mpressions. This
kind of knowledge is confined to the
characteristics which are consistent with
the organ’s own nature (salakkhana).
‘This simple perception (sanna) does not
include any interpretation of the parti-
cular, even though particulars are per-
ceived. The interpretation of the same
belongs to a higher class of knowledge in
which oecur mental differentiations
(sankhara). Perception therefore cannot
be properly «called knowledge; ‘1t pre-
codes knowledge’. 1t is more like a
reflection on the sensitive plate of a
photographic camera. But then the
camera does not know, and its ‘‘percep-
tion’’ does not grow out into awareness
or consciousness. To constibute know-
ledge (nana) as consciousness (vinmana)
physical contact must be accompanied by
mental contact, so that a thought ve-
guires three constituents: the external
objeet, the internal organ and the proper
hringing together 1 connection of object
and organ. This bringing together is
not a simple contact, but produces know-
ledge, like fire 1is not the outcome of
simple contact of steel and flint but of
the [riction or striking.

Now the problem ol knowledge is, what
constitutes the difference hetween a
simple contact of subject and object, and
a contact of the two which constitutes
knowledge? In other words why should
some contact of a sense-organ with a
sense-object constitute knowledge of the
same, and other contact remain mere
physical. The answer will have to be
found in the conception of “‘contact’’
(phassa), for if Thought arises there arve
three constituents of contact (tinnan
sangati phasso) ¢.g. in the case of sighl,
the eye organ (cakkhu), the form of the
ohject (rupa) and  eye-conscionsness
(caklkhu-vinnana),

Ts it the eve which zoes to the object?

Ts it the ebject which comes to the
eve?

Is it consciousness or mind which
brings the two together?

Advaita-Vedanta, the Indian philo
sophy of non-duality, holds that the
sense goes out to meet the sound-produ-
cing object; for, they say, if sound itself
came to meet the sense-organ it would be
impossible to distingnish the distance
and direction or to locate the source,
But then it may be objected that this
voing forth of the sense-organ to meet
the sound at the place of itz origination
would scem to postulate the prior know-
ledge of that sound. Distance and diree-
tion moreover may be gauged from the
intensily of the contact at the moment
of perception. Without calling the move-
ment of the mind in space absurd or im
possible, there seems to be no need of the
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PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEM

By Bhikkhu . Dhammapala

extraordinary phenomenon of the mind
going in search for the unknewn which
would reduce the process of thought to
a pure accident. The facts of logic and
science, especially deductive reasoming,
prove that thinking is not accidental al-
ways. The activity of the mind does not
always consist in collecting impressions
at random, neither in passively receiving
mnpressions when they happen to come.

As far as passive reception by the
organs constitutes  perception, some
modern theories, that influences from
objects reach our senses in the form of
light-waves and sound-waves affecting the
eve and the ear, are quite acceptable as
accounts of the effects in the organs.
But one should not overlook the facg that
those effects in the senses are wholly dis-
proportionate to the original objects.
Even subjectivists cannot deny the fact
that the small picture on the retina of
the eye is quite different in size and
quality from what appears to be the
external object in space. 1f the external
object is a delusion, its image on the
retina still has to he explained. An
external stimulus may produce a change
in the physiological organs, but that does
not explain the fact of knowledge, for the
same stimulus mighi be received hy dead
wganisms, in which case of course, no
«nowledge resulls, the effects being limit-
ed to the sense-organs, !

A Sense Impression -

Barlier schools of thought liked to
speak of the mind as a “‘fabula rasa’, a
clean slate ready to receive impressions
through the different senses. But as those
ssions are physical the problem ve-
mains  how the physieal can  become
changed in the mental. Tf it is answered
that consciousness effects the union betf-
ween subject and object, it should be re-
membered that consciousness only arises
aftér the perception of the object, Con-
sciousness does not bring about the con-
junction, but 18 the rvesult of the con-
junetion, Tf perception would be brought
about hy consciousness, it wounld be mere-

Iy a kind of reflection; while perception -

is admitted to be “knowledge that is not
derived through the instrumentality of
other knowledge" (nanakaranakan
nanan). It is ahove all a sense impression
(patighasamphassaja). I perception
could be also nternal perception, it
would be equivalent to admitting that
the mind could reach its object independ-
ently of the sanses,

What iz sometimes called internal per-
ception is no perceplion (sanna) at all,
but rather intuition which is a much
higher class of knowledge (nana).

The greatest problem is the fact of self-
reflection where the mind is said to
become its own object. Thizs almost
necessitates, it would appear, the exist-
ence of some permanent entity, existing
even prior to the action of reflecting, like
a person must exist bhefore his image can
be reflected in a mirror.

All these préblems are based on the
misconception of action. If even actions
like the flash of lightning ¢an be record-
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recorded wt the same time. If the self
reflexion is one of past aclion the pro-
blem becomes one of memory or imagina-
tion. All this does not require a mind
consisting of some subile material. The
mind is rather the action of minding;
the thought is the action of thinking.
This does not agree with Russell who con-
siders  matter and mind as but
different arrangements of the same neu-
tral particulars, neither with Titchener
who holds the psychological and the
physical as two parallel aspects of the
same experience,

The activity of the mind does not con-
sist in collecting impressions from out-
side, neither in receiving them when they
happen to come, ‘‘converting them into
knowledze or experience and adjusting
them to the environment.” For changes
in  the physiological organs due to
external stimuli take place even in dead
organisms without producing however re-
sultant knowledge. The psychological
problem arises with the question of how
the physical can end in the mental, as
it the mental is the terminus of the
physical process which precedes. Only
when it 1g realised that the activity of
the mind, not as thought and awareness,
but as an embryonic “minding’’ as re-
pulsion or attraction, is present from the
very initial stages, a thought will Te
understood not as arising at the moment
of awareness but as a culmination of a
very long unconscious process. Ib is the
dialeetic process which tries to see the
thought either in matter or in mind, till
the problem is solved in the doctrine of
anatta, which must he understood not s
a sclfless entity (for that wonld be atta
again) but as a realisation that the dif-
ferentiation hefieen self and non-self is a
delusion. Similarly, the differentiation
bhetween mind and matter is based on a
delusion for they appear never as sepi-
rate, isolate entities.

Matfer is material force as experienced
in the senses and mind is the experience
of thoze material forces. Thus one
depends on  the other in conditioned
amsing. Such is  the solution of the
psychological problen, which is solved nob
by the outgoing subjective mind, not hy
the incoming external object, not b, the
mind bringing the two in contact, hut by
mental action arising from [actors which
in an undeveloped state are tound al-
ready in inorganic matter, Where mattor
is nothing but extension (pathavi) which
is impenetrability, solidity wnd isolation,
a nielens for selfishness and repulsion,—
nothing but cohesion ~(apo) which 1s
attraction, affinity, co-operation, @
nucleus for c¢raving and desire,—hence
nothing but friction which generates
heat, temperature, caloricity (tejo), a
nucleus for the heat of all passions,—and
an attempt to overcome the dialectic’
opposition of atiraction and repulsion
by striving to establish a law of propor-
tion  thus oscillating (vayo) between
appearance and disappearance, a nucleus
for all fickleness, we actually see there al-
ready the arising of perception in an
embryonic state, maybe as a purely physi-
cal reaction, hut also as a necessary con-
dition for further development in a con-
sclous state.
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DEVAMITTA DHARMAPALA THE BUDDHIST REFORMER

By Lt.-Col. Dr.

One of the most intercsting personali-
ties T was privileged to be friendly with
was Devamitta Dharmapala—a famous
religious reformer, and a bhikkhu from
Ceylon ; but who justly regarded himsell
as a Beharee also, because of hisg long and
intimate association with the provinee of
Bihar.

Born at Colombo in 1864, he died at
Benares in 1933, at the fairly advanced
age of sixty-nine. A member of a very
respectable Sinhalese family of Colomibo,
son of an immensely wealthy father, who
was the sole proprietor ol a large and
flourishing concern dealing in high-class
furniture, Dharmapala, at an early age,
left home to become a Buddhist bhiklchu,
and spent over fifty years abroad—in
India, Europe and America—in advane-
ing the cause of Buddhism, and working
for its revival in India. He came lo
India early in the nineties of the last
céntury, when as a young man of 26, he
had already distingnished himself, in
Ceylon, by his determined efforts in the
cauge of Buddhism, and also as an
advanced social reformer. He left at
that early age all prospects of material
advancement, and dedicated himseli to
the work of propagating Buddhism in the
land of its birth. His visit to India was
thus a turning point in his life. The
neglected condition of the famous Buddh-
ist temple at Buddha-Gaya—where the
Master became enlightened—made him
organise the Maha-Bodhi Society lor the
purpose, amongst others, of recovering
the temple from the Hindoo Mahants’
control, This attempt on his part led to
a troubled, and vather tempestuous,
chapter in the lite of the great worker.
These were civil and criminal cases het-
ween him and the Mahanth—Dharmapala
figuring as complainant or accused, or as
plaintiff or defendant, as the case might
be; but the decisions in almost all of
them went against him. The temple was
not, recovered ; it is still in the Mahanth’s
c¢ustody, and under his control. Dharma-
pala’s moral claim pitted itsell against
‘the Mahanth’s long possession, if not
legal title, and was defeated in the law
courts. But the struggle, which was a
long-drawn one, opened Dharmapala’s
eves to new problems and, heroic fighter
that he was, he faced them in a coura-
geous manner, highly creditable to him.

Dharmapala sprang into international
fame by his addresses, on Buddhism, at
the first Farliament of Religions—held in
Chicago, in September, 1893 —just fifty
yvears back, He then travelled in
Europe, and everywhere his personality
and persnasive cloguence evoked the high-
est admiration. By condemning old but
unmeaning rites and practices he made
many enemies. But he heeded nothing,
except the goal before him. Later, he
lost the favour of the Government, in this
country, and was interned in Calcutta for
ahont six years (1914—1920). But work
was life to Dharmapala, and as socon as
he was set free, he renewed his numerous
public activities. TTe edited  half-a-
dozen papers, all of which he himself had
established. He wrote. articles, gave
public lectures, and attended to a
voluminous correspondence with his many
friends in three continents. He was im-
bued with progressive ideas, and a know-
ledge of the modern sciences was regard-
ed by him as an essential requisite for a

Suchehidananda Sinha D. Litt.,
Ex-Finance

M.L.A., Bar-at-Law,

Minister, Behar, and Editor,
cultured man. He seni some youhg men
to Japan for a training in industrial arts,
and was thus a pioneer in this then
neglected field, both in India and Ceylon.
It is by no means surprising that his
strenuous activities and advanced ideals
should have provoked a fairly large sec-
tion of the public inte opposition. He
nad to fight incessantly, but he had -the
soldier's reward at the end. He won in
the end; and today his name has passed
into a legend, and Ceylon reads into it a
profound significance in the annals of
ner national life.,
Social Reformer !

But while working in India Dharma-
pula did not sever his connection with
nis native land, and continued to play
the role of a social reformer in Ceylon.
'o mention but a few of his activities:
the practice of assuming Enropean
names, dress, customs and manners, and
even speech, by the Sinhalese, was 1n
vogue amongst the middle classes in
Dharmapala’s time. The Sinhalese langu-
age also was studiously avoided by the
Ceylonese, by reason ol their inferiority
complex. Dharmapala himself had heen
named Don David, which he dropped
pecoming known thereafter as Dharma-
pala.

He was also largely responsible for
the use of sari, by Sinhalese ladies, in
preference to European costume, which
was fashionable at that time. Apart

from these, he worked systematically for
the revival of the ancient culture of
Ceylon, although there was much oppo-
sition to his patfictic endeavours, the
more so as he was no respecter of persons,
and denounced in scathing terms what he

disapproved. This sometimes alienated
his friends who resented his open criti-
cism of their conduct. But gradually

they not only appreciated his sincerity,
and learnt to admire it, but ultimately
cAme round, adopted his views, and acted
np to them., Tn India alse Dharmapala
carried on a systematic eampaign for the
cultural rennissance of the country,
which (in his opinion) was associated
with the revival of Buddhism, a cause to
which he had dedicated his life. To
carry out his objects, Dharmapala found-
ed numerous institutions. They included
a college and a hospital in Colombo,
hesides many schools mll over the island.
He started a weaving institute and by
awarding scholarships managed to send
Sinhalese students to Japan to study
industrial arts there. In 1891, he found-
ed in Caleutta the Maha Bodhi Society,
which is still subsisting, and doing good
work through the medinm of its highly
useful journal—The Mahe Bodhi. He
admired the ancient Indian architecture,
and desired that modern buildings in the
country should approximate to the sta nd-
ard of ancient Indian ideal. The Mula-
gandha Kuti Vihara (at Sarnath, close
to Benares) which is justly regarded as an
historic Buddhist temple, on the soil of
India, was thus the erystallisation of his
ideals in the field of ancient Tndian archi-
tecture.

In India too Dharmapala’s achieve-
ments were of no small account. Sarnath,
close to Benares, the historic site where
the Tord Buddha, for the first time,

preached ot m]@%?@hamﬁﬁg ightenment’
a P 1 ¥ B Pevoll-
i S e et

Former Vice-Chancellor,
Hindustan Review

" the last one had disappeared.

Patna University ;

Asia, lay in utter mneglect. Dharmapala
built liere, in 1931, the now famons
Mulagandha Kuti Vihara, and restored
the place to some of its pristine glories.
A generous and broad-minded English-
man, Mr. B, L. Broughton, gave the sum
of Rs. 10,000 to the Maha Bodhi Socicty
for painting the walls of this modern
Buddhist temple with scenes {rom the life
of the Buddha; but he made it i condi-
tion of the gift that a Japanese Buddhist
artist should be invited to do the work.
Accordingly, a few months after the death
of Dharmapala, Mr. Koselsu Nosu came
over from Japan to India, to do the
frescoes, His work has been very fay-
ourably commented on by connoisseurs of
art, and there is little doubt that Mr.
Kosetsu’s frescoes are significant of the
growing friendly relations between cul-
tured circles in India and Japan, in
matters relating to religious art. At
Gaya, too, Dharmapaly erected a  rest
house for the Buddhists, mand in Caleutta
he created a very important centre of
Buddhist activily in the shape of the fine
Dharma Rajika Chaitya Vihara,

One of the most important achievements
of the closing period of Dharmapala’s life
was the establishment of a place for the
ordination of Buddhist bhikkhus, at
Barnath, Although India was the home
of Buddhism, yet even this simple facility
for those who wanted to become Buddhists
did not exist anywhere in this country,
and one wishing to do so, and to enter
the Buddhist sangha, had to travel all

the way to Burma or Ceylon. The
inauguration of this institution was,
theretore, an historie occasion. It was

attended by all the chief high priests
from Ceylon, who mustered strong to
mark the opening of an institution like
this, on the soil of India, centuries after
He also
established a branch of the Maha Bodhi
Society in London. Only one year before
his death, Dharmapala became a fully
ardained Bhikkhu, and retired from
active life,

Such, in brief, was the life of this great

religious leader and social veformer,
whom many Buddhist countries now
honour and revere, for his devotion,

earnestness and zeal in the cause of the
revival of Buddhism, and enthusiasm for
cultural renaissance in India and Ceylon

Mrs, Mary Foster

The story of the life of Dharmapala
will not be complete without a reference to
Mrs. Mary Foster, of Mawaii, who in re-
turn for spiritual help received from him,
most generously seconded his efforts with
her money. By far the larger part of the
money for :‘m‘r,\-‘ing out Dharmapala s
various schemes came not from Asiatic
countries, but strangely from this gene-
rous and large-hearted American lady,
whom he had met while returning from

the Parliument of Relipgions held 1n
Chicago, in 1893. Bhe gave a large sum

to Dharmapala, who had also a [airly
iarge amount of money of his own. But
Muyrs. Foster was the benefactress of the
Maha Bodhi Society to the extent of
about eight lakhs of rupees. There is no
doubt that the widespread knowledge
of, and interest in, Buddhism, in modern
India, at present, is the direct result of
the assiduous efforts made by Dharma-
pala for its propagation and vehabilita-
tion through the Maha Bodhi Society.
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Dharmapala’s influence had heen a
formative force in the personal life of
many eminent Indians.
Manmatha Nath Mukherjee—a distin-
guished ex-Judge of the Caleutta High
Court—said in the course of an address:
“1 remember the last conversation 1 had
with Dharmapala, when we were closetted
together. That was on the eve of his
departure for Sarnath—a journey which
he undertook against my advice, his last
journey from which he never returned.
I remember on that occasion he spoke to
me about the history of his own career.
At the age of twenty-six when he was
surrounded by luxury, he felt-within him
a divine urge which made him think that
a spiritual regeneration was necessary for
mankind. With that end in view, he
came out to India. He did not lose faith
in the justness of the cause he espoused.
He believed that with courage and con-
viction on his side he was bound to suc-
ceed. Singlehanded he worked for about
half a century with courage and faith,
and succeeded in bringing back Buddh-
ism to the land of its hirth. Those who
had the privilege of coming in contact
with him know full well what constituted
the greatness of that great personality.”

My relations with Dharmapala were
cordial for over forty years—Irom 1893
(spon after he arrived in India) till his
death in 1933—and T was the honorary
legal wdviser to the work of the Maha
Bodhi Society in Bihar. I can, therefore,
testify from intimate personal knowledge
that he was a true and genuine Bhikkhu
—ahsolutely selfless, and ready to sacrifice
all that he had for the great cause nearest

As the late Bir
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to his heart. His one business in life
wias to be occupied in doing missionary

work, in reviving the glories of Buddhism
by recovering and restoring its lost and
ancient siteg, famous in history for their
heing associated with the events and
episode in the life, or the lifework of the
Buddha, or with the great and moment-
ous epochs in the history of Buddhism.
From 1893, when he organised the famous
International Buddhist Conference, at
Gaya, till the foundation of the Mula-
gandha Kuti Vihara, at Sarnath, in
1931, he worked incessantly, led a very
strenuous  life tp  restore the pristine
glory of Buddhism in the land of its birth,
and succeeded to so large an extent in
establishing cullural assoctations and
unity between the Hindus and the
Buddhists that, in 1935, two years after
his  death, a Buddhist monk, f{rom
Burma, was elected, as the President
of a session of the All-India Hindu
Mahasabha—than which there could he
no more conclusive proof of the success
of the mission and labours of Dharma-
pala in India.

That great English poel, Wordsworth,
iri depicting his ideal hero, in his justly
famous poem, *'Character of the Happy
Warrior’’, prohably had in his mind’s eye
some one like Dharmapala; for in ex-
pressing his great ideal, of

Who is the happy warrior? Who is he
That every man in arms should wish

to he
ke set forth, in vivid terms the gualities,
many of which were found in the Buddh-
ist reformer and bhikkhu whose career 1
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have hriefly sketched above. To quote
the stanzas in which the poet stresses the
qualities which avere possessed, in my
apinion, by DRarmapala, in a preeminent
degree :

[t is the genercus spirit, who, when

hrought

Among the tasks of real life, hath
wronght ¢
Upon the plan that pleased his

childish thought :

Whose high endeavours are an inward
light.,

That makes the path
always bright:

Who, with a
discern

What knowledge
diligent to learn,

Who doomed to go in company with
pain,

Turns his necessity to glorious gain;

these doth exercise a

hefore him

natural instinct to

can  perform s

In face of
power

Which is our human nature’s highest
dower ;

Controls them and subdues, trans-
mutes, bereaves

Of their bad influence, and their
good receives.
Such, indeed, was Dharmapala ;
This is the happy warrior, this is He
That every man in arms should wish
to be,

SIR BARON JAYATILAKA MEMORIAL FUND

The following is a statement of dona-
tions received up to October 16, 1945 —

Already acknowledged Rs. 13,479.50:
My, P. R. de Silva Rs. 100; Mr. D, P.
Balasuriva Rs. 110; Mr. U, E. Ramage
Bs. 2: Mr, T1. D. Seneviratne Rs. 10;
Mudaliyar R. Malalgoda Rs. 12.50; Mr.

CT. A. D. Pivadasa Rs. 100; Mr. Gratian
Amarasekera Rs, 5; Mr. N, D. 8. Rilva
Rs, 50; Mr. G. D. P. Dhammapala
Rs. 10; Mr. H. W, Amaradiwakara Rs. 5;
Mr. M D. de A. Wijesekera Rs, 10; Mr.
A. K, Somapala Perera Rs. 2.

Per list of Mr. V. 8. Nanavakkara:
Dr. R. B. Lenora Rs. 150; Mudaliyar
Thomas Rodrigo Rs. 250; Mr. & Mrs. W.
D. Fernando Rs, 1,000; My. P. A. L.
Dias Rs. 1.000; Mr., Richard Salgado
Rs. 250 ; Mr, Walter Salgado Rs, 250; Mr.
K. Milan Perera Rs. 2530; Mr. P. Robert
Dias Rs. 200; Mr. K. Cyril €. Perera
Rs. 100; Mr. W. A, Fernando Rs. 100;
Mr, Leslie M. Perera Rs. 100; Mr. A, D.
Appunhamy Rs. 100; Mr, Dawson E. Fer-
nando Rs. 100; Mr. M, P. Fernando
Rs. 100; Mr, D. L. . Pedris Rs. 500 ;
Mr. Mohideen A. Cader Rs, 50; Mr. D.
R. de 8. Abeynavake Rs, 100, (Rs.
4,600/-.). _

Per list of My, (/. Newton Perveva: Mr.

M. 8. Perera Rs. 10; My, J. 8. Muna-
singhe Rs. 10; Mr. M. V. Fernando
Rs. 5; Misse Kamala BSirimanne Rs.
5; My’ L. €. Silva Rs. 5; Mr.

W. A, de Bilva Rs. 5; Mr, W, A, D.
Tillekeratne Rs. 5: Mr. A. Don Charles
Rs. 5; Moessrs. Samaranayake & Guna-
tilake Rs. 5; Mr. Y. 8. Andy Silva Rs .2;
Messrs, Perera & Munasinghe Rs. 10;
Mrs. M. 8. Perera Rs. 5; Mr, R, A. M.
Pervera Rs. 5; Mr. C. de Fonseka Rs. 3;
Mr. G, N, Perera Rs. 20, (Rs, 100/-.).

Per list of My, L. Piyasena: Mr. D.
W. Rajapathirana Rs, 100.

Per list of Mr. W, 4, de Silva: Mr. W,
A. de Silva Rs 100; Mrs A. Munasinghe
Rs. 100; Mr. V. N. Rajaratnam Rs. 1333
Mr. 8. J. Ratnasingham Rs. 10; Mr. G.
H. A. de Silva Rs, 25, Mr. P. Dharma-
lingam Rs. 15; Mr. A, C, Z, Wijaratne
Rs. 20: Mr. E. M, B. Hunuella Rs, 10;
Mr. D. B. Mamaduwa Rs. 10; Mr. P. M.
Coomaraswamy Rs. 10; Mr. T. M. A.
Madukanda Rs. 10; Mr; K, E. [Ranawana
Rs. 10; Mr. T. B. Herath Rs. 5; Mr. V.
Rajaratnam Rs. 10; Mre. 8, Appunhamy
Rs. 5; Mr. W, Punchibanda Rs. 5; Mr.
W. Kariinaratne Rs, 5 Mr. W, J. T.
Mudivanse Rs. 2; Mr. K. Wannibamy Rs.
5; Mr. W_ Don Tdward Rs. 5; Mr, K. P.

Rupasinghe Rs. 5; Mr. 5. Weerasuriya

Rs, 5; Mr. K. W. Piyvasena Rs. 5; Mr.
K. Candiah Rs, 5 (Rs. 402/-.).
Per list of Mr., M. Y. Marambe: Mr,

M. Y. Marainbe Rs. 10; Me, K. H. T. de
Silva Rs. 2; Mr. D. K. Jomis  Appu
Rs. 5; Mr, K. C. Mitchel Appu Re. 1;
Mre. A. H. Peter Silva Re. 1; Mr. L. H.
Perera BRs. 2; Mrs. D, J  Marambe
Rs. 2.50; Mr. G. Rajapakse Rs, 2 Mrs.
Ib. C. Rajapakse Re, 1; Miss V. G. Raja-
pakse Re. 1; Mr, W. D. Ajupala Re. 1;
Mr. W. A, P. Arivadasa Re. 1; Mr. P, L.
T. Dharmasena Re. 1; Mr. K. M. Punchi-
banda Re. 1; Mr. Bennett Fernando
Mrs. J. A, Perera Rs. 2.50; Mrs, R. D.
Rs, 2; Mr. & Mrs. B, J. Cooray Rs. 2.50;
Alwis Rs. 1.50 (RRs. 40/-.).

Per list of Mr. I, Chandrasena: Mr.
C. Robert Fernando Rs, 10; Mr. D, E.
Nanayakkara Rs, 2; Mr. 8. V. P. Fer-
nando Rs, 2; Mr. M 8. Perera Re, 1;
MDIQ1izgd @a’}laﬁg@m RHPORGOT: ; Mr.
A 'O lR AN IA ppAlhaiy ReX ¥ ; Mr. W.

N

Jayaneriz Rs, 2; Mr, N. A. Saviel Rs. 2;
Mr. P. B. Herath Re. 1; Mr. K. R. Ja-
vatilake Re. 1; Mr. G. D, Perera Re. 1;
Mr, T. V. Férnando Re. 1; Mr. H. R. M.
Fernando Rs. 2; Mr. P, D. Gomes Re. 1;
Mr. L. L. de Silva Re. 1; Mr. B, R.
Perera Re, 1; Mr. W. M, Perera Re. 1;
M. D, D. 8. Perera Rs 2.50; Mr. 8. D.
Fernando Rs, 2; Mr, M. D. E. Perera
Rs. 2.50: Mre. H. Chandrasena Rs. 2; Mr.
P. R. Costa Re. 1; Mr, 8, B. de Silva
Rs, 2; Mr. T. F. Perera -/50 cts; Master
C. H. K, Fernando -/25 ets (Rs. 43.75.).

Per list of My, K. D, W. Jayawardene :
Mr. K. D. W. Jayawardene Bs. 20; Mr.
K. D, P. Premawardene Rs. 10; Mr. K.
p. Kumatheris Appuhamy Rs. 5; Mr, P.
D. Pabilis Singho Rs. 5; Mr. V. D, Emis
Rs. 5; Mr. D. R. Kotalawala Rs. 5; Mr.
D. E. Jayasinghe Rs. 8; Mr, D, (. L.
Samarasinghe Rs. 2; Mr. W. M. Nonis
Singho Rs, 2.50; Mr. W. D. Aron Rs.-5;
Mr. D. 8. Jayakody Rs. 2.50; Mr. D. N,
Jayakody Rs. 2; Mr. A, D. Singho Appu-
hamy Rs. 2.50; Mr. G. A, M. Wickrama-
singhe Rs, 10; Mr. R. D. Ariyapala
Rs. 5; Mr. H. Dassanayake Rs. 5; Mr.
K. D, E. Jarvawardene Rs. 4; Mr. D. P.
Jayalath Rs. 2; Mr. G. D. Buddhadasa
Rs. 2.50: Mr. K, D. Chandradasa
Rs. 1.25; Mr. K. D. Livas Bingho
Rs, 1.25; Mr. D. Themis Perera Re. 1;
Mr. A. D. John Bingho Rs. 2.50.
(Rs. 107 f-.).

Per list of Mr. D. S, D, Samarasekera :
Mr. G. P. Senaratne Rs, 10; Mr. H, W.
Periapperuma  Rs. 5; Mr. M, D. A.
Karunanayake Rz, 5; Mr. P. D. Fer-
nando Rs, 2; Mr, M. A. R. Alwis Rs. 3;
Mr. H. D. L. Jayaweera Rs. 5; Mr. A,
Amirthanandan Rs. 2; Mr, H. Wilired
Rs. 3; Mr. H. 8, Bastian Rs, 2; Mr. D,
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§. Witharana Rs. 2; Mr. N. P. J.
Perera Rs. 2; 'Mr. A. D, Perera Rs. 2;
Mrs. M. K. Jayvawardene Rs. 4; Mr. D.
H. Mahindapala Rs. 2; Mr. G, C. D, V.
Gunawardene Rs. 2; Mr. G. D.
Alwis Rs. 2; Mr., K. R. Samarasekera
Rs. 2; Mr. M. R. Perera Rs. 2; Mr.
F. Kandiah Rs, 2; Mr. H. Cabral Rs, 2;
Mr. H. B. Gooneratne Rs. 2; Mr. P. M.
Dabare Rs, 2.50; Mr., W. R. Dharmadasa
Rs. 2; Mr, D. A. Jinoris Appubamy
Rs. 2; Mr. C. A. Wijesekera Rs, 2; Mr.
D. F. Gurusinghe Rs. 2; .fr. C, W.
Dharmasena Re. 1; Mr, P. Newton Perera
Re. 1; Mr, A. Udugampola Re. 1; G, 5.
Jayaweera Re. 1; Mr. C. B. Fernando
Re, 1; Mr. D. M, Gunasekera Re, 1; Mr.
8. Thirunathan Re, 1; Mr. L. J.
Fernando Re. 1; Mr, 8. V. Fernando
Re. 1; Mr. A. A. Senanayake Re. 1; Mr:
L. R. Kitulgoda Re. 1; Mr. M. A, Dhar-
maseela Rs, 1.50; Mr. 8. D. H. Dharma-
sena Re. 1; Mr, H. W. Perera Re. 1;
Mr. A, Jayasooriya Re. 1; Mr. D. C.
Karunaratne Re. 1; Mr. &, B. Muna-
singhe Rs. 2; Mr. D. M. Gunasekera
Re. 1; Mr. M. W, Perera Re. 1; Mr.
Daya Gunawardene Re, 1; Mr. K. J. A.
Perera Re. 1; Mr, 8. A, Piyasena Re. 15
Mr. L. 8. Alwis Rs, 2; Mr. Clarence
Perera Rs. 2. (Rs. 101/-.).

Per list of Mr, A. B. Subesinghe : Mr.
A. B. Subesinghe Rs. 10, (Rs. 10/-.).

Per list of Mr. D. , K. Widanapathi-
rane: Mr. W. Widanapathirana Rs. 50;
Mr, Hector Samarasinghe Rs. 10; Mrs,
N. H, Samarasinghe Rs. 10; Mr. K.
Widanapathirane Rs. 10; Mr. M, W.
Sumathipala Rs, 2; Mr. H, U. Guna-
.sekera Rs, 5: Mr. W. Dodanwela

The Sinhalese—hoth educated and illi-
terate, Buddhist as well as Christian—
are great helievers in omens, so much go
that it may be said without exaggeration
that omens colour or influence to a great
degree the daily lives of the bulk of the
pe~ple of this country.

Some of these omens have a gpeat anti-
quity behind them, and can easily he
traced back to the period of the life-time
of the Buddha, that is, about 2,500 years
ago.

Bad Omens

First in regard to bad or evil omens,

Take, for irstance, the belief that
things gnawed by mice or rats were un-

lucky. Tradidon says that at Rajagaha
dwelt a very rvich Brahmin who was
superstitions. A mouse gnawed a suit of

clothes of Lis, which was lying by in a
chest. One day after bathing himself all
over, he called for this suit, and then was
told of the mischief which the mouse had
done.

“‘If these clothes remain in the house,”
thought he to himself, “‘they’ll bring ill-
luck. Such an ill-omened thing 1s sure
to bring a curse. It is out of the ques-

| THE BUDDHIST

Rs. 12.50; Mr. D. D. Weerasuria Rs. 3;
Mr. W. A. C. Sirisena Rs. 3; Anonymous
Rs. 2; Mr. H. Chandrasena Rs. 2; Mr.
L. T. Perera Rs:3; Mr. D. B, Senaratne
Rs. 3; Mr. K. Gunasekera Re. 1; Mr, D.
W. Perera Rs. 10; Mr. Kaviraj W. G.
Senanayake Rs, 5; Mr. R. Nagodavitane
Rs. 10; Mr. B. T. Perera Rs. 3.
(Rs. 144.50).

Per list of My, S, R. Wiayatilake:
Mr. N. K. Choksy Rs. 25. (Rs. 25/-.).

Por list of Mr., Julius Wijeyesekere:
Messrs, Holland Colombo Trading
Society Ltd. Rs. 50; Messers. A, Baur

& Co, Ltd. Rs. 100; Messrs, Walker Sons
& Co. Ltd. Rs. 100; Messrs. Hunter &
Cd., Rs, 50; Mrs. A. W. Jayawardene
Rs, 100. (Rs. 400/-.).

Per list of Dr. 4. P. Kuruppu : Messrs,
P. W. Dias & Co.” Rs. 15; Mrs. K. V.
Luci Perera Rs. 10; Mr. W. P, M, Chan-
drasekere Rs. 10; Tower View Hotel Rs.
10; Messrs. The Universal Stores Rs. 10
Jagath Siri {Hotel Rs. 10; Dr, A, P.
Kuruppu Rs. 85 (Rs. 150/-.).

Per list of Mr. W, K, (. de Zoysa: Mr.
J. W. de Zoysa Rs. 10; Mr. L. G. Siri-
wardene Rs, 5; Mr. 5. B. Fernando Rs.
2; Mr. A. Kulatunga Rs. 2; Mr. E. Ja-
vawardene Rs, 5; Mr. C. R. de Bilva Re,
1; Mr. G. W. T. Perera Re. 1; Mr, M, D,
8 Buraweera Re. 1; Mr, A T de
Alwis Re. 1; Mr. T. 0. R. Peirizs Re. 1;
Mr, Darley P. Rajacaruna Re. 1; Mr.
A. E. M. Wijesinghe Re, 1; Mrs. 8. L.
R. Rajacaruna Rs. 2;

Fernando Re, 1; Mr, Ratnayake - /50 cts. ;
Mr. K. Aldin Rs. 2; Mr. G. M, G. de
Silva Re, 1; Mr. M. 8..Abeyratne Re.

By John M. Seneviratna

tion to give them to any of my children
or servants; for whosoever has them will
bring misfortune on all around him. 1
must have them thrown away in -a
charnel-ground, but how? 1 cannot
hand them to servants, for they might
covet and keep them, to the ruin of my
house. My son must take them."

So he called his son, and telling him
the whole matter hade him take his
charge on a stick, without touching the
clothes with his hand, and fling them in
a charnel-ground, It is in this connection
that the Buddha was led to narrate the
Mangala Jataka (No. 87).

As for the unlucky or inauspicious per-
sons, animals or things a person sees or
meets, especially when first starting upon
a journey or enterprise; it is recorded in
the Kurunga-Miga-Jatake (No. 206) that
a hunter, on starting, at dawn, sees a
Lird Happing its wings, and he desists
from going forth immediately, owing to
the bad omen,

In the Satapatta Jataka (No. 279) a
meets. @, _jackal and regards the
aeearrence a8 ol evil omen.

THail

Mr. D. A. D. 8.
Silva Rs. 2; R. R. L. Rs. 2; Mr. R. W..
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1: Mr. 8. Rasial Rs. 2; Mr, K. N, de
Abrew Rs. 25 (Rs, 69.50.),

Per list of Mr. T. P. Gunasekera: Mr,
G. 8. P. Gunasekera Bs, 10; Mr. T, P,
Jayatilake Rs. 5; Mr. E. L. de 8. Jaya-
wardene Rs, 5: Mr. H. George Gunase-
kere Rs. 5; Mr. B. H. Paul Peiris Rs, 5;
Mr. G. D. A, de Silva Rs. 5; Mr, L. P.
Balasuriya Rs, 5; Mr. G. Wickramarachi
Rs. 5; M, K. R. Perera Rs. 5; Mr, D..
Gunatillake Rs. 5; Mr. M. 8. Goonewar-
dene Rs, 5; Mr. K. Daya E. Perera Rs.
5; Mr. T. Baouge Rs. 5; Mr. 1. B, Dissa-
navake Rs. 5; Mr. T. P, Gunasekera Rs.
5. (Rs. 80/-.).

Per list of Mr. George Godamune : Mr,
M. Rajaratnam Rs, 5; Mr. D. A
Fernando Re. 1; M. H. R. Wima-
lasena Re. 1; Mrs. K. D. Peiris
Rs. 2; Mr. K. D, Edmund Rs.
2; Mr. N. L. Wilmot Re, 1; S8ingha
Giri Bakery Re. 1; Mr. H. D. A, Jaya-
sena Re. 1; Mr, D. J. Perera Re. 1; Mr.
L. G. de Bilva Re. 1; Mr. K. H. Banda
Rs. 2; Mr. P. M. Podiappuramy Ra. 2;
Mr., H. M. Manel- Hamy Re. 1; Mr.
P. M. Punchappuhamy Re, 1; Mr. T. A.
Kirihanda Re. 1; Mr. D. U, Randeni
Rs, 2; Mr. D. A. W. Gunawardene Rs.
5; Mr. E. R. Ratnayake Rs. 10; Well-
wisher Re. 1. (Rs. 41/-.), [

Per list of Mr. D. N. W. de Silva: Gate
Mudaliyar N. Wickramaratne Rs. 50;
Mr. E. M, W. Jayasuriya Rs. 50; Mr. R.
A. de Mel Rs. 1,000. (Rs, 1,100.).

Proceeds of an Oriental Concert orga-
nised by the Social Activities Secretary
Rs. 2,000/<

(Total Rs. 23,409.75)

OMENS AND BUDDHISM

In the Vessantora Jataka (No. 547)
Maddi thinks to herself: ‘‘Last night I
saw a bad dream. T will colleet my
fruits and roots and get me betimes to
the hermitage.”’ Trembling, she zsearches
for the roots and fruits. But the spade
falls from her hand, the basket falls from
her shoulder, her right eye poes a-throb-
bing, and she is greatly perturbed hy the
evil pmens,

The sight of a Chandala [man of the
lowest caste]| at morn is held to forebode
ill-luck for the rest of the day. Vide the
Motanga Jataka (No. 497) as well as the
Citta-Sambhuta Jataka (No. 498).

In the Sarabhanga Jataka (No. 522)
the sight of an ascetic is likewise helc to
he of evil omen.

" Good Omens

Note the purport of verse 15 in
Nelalihini Sandesaio : —

»E e mfe B3 of 8@ ¢ 6w &
pE ene HE® G0 Boenva éaiem B
©ee Be swewd edns 88gene 8 8
G @ 585 evd Ee o Emmidl g &
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Macready’s translation of the verse
reads; —

“Look at thine outset for auspicious

signs
Fen belter than the nekata, white
fans -]
Waving, umbrellas  white, king
elephants, 3

White flowers in fullest bloom, and
sweet-voiced maids,

Gold  pitchers,
fumed,

gentle hreezes per-
O’erflowing jars, peacocks and mango
‘ froits.”

One of ihe oldest superstitions amongst
the Sinhalese, which has persisted down
through the centuries for over 2,000
years, is that anyone entering a house
should place his right foot first inside the
threshold, the contrary heing held to he
an unlucky omen;

The importance attached to this rve-

gquirement in  the olden days will be
apparent from the ecircumstance that
King Kavan Tissa, father of Dutu-

gemunu, in inviting the brotherhood of
the bhikkhus for the Name-giving festi-
val of his son, stipulates infer alic that
“‘they shall put the right foot first inside
the threshold™ (Muhavansa, Ch, 22, verse
68),

References in  the Jatakas to good
omens are fairly numerous.

Tn the Satapatte Jatoka (No. 279) the
sight of a crane induces a man to ery
out: “Good lick! Here's a lucky bird!
Now there is a good omen for me!”

In the Sarabhanga Jataka (No. 522) a
jar of water is held to be a good omen.
And in the Kunala Jataka (No. 536), a
newly-wed bride meets a pregnant woman
and it is declared: “It will be a happy
omen for the girl. She will be blest with
numerous sons and daughters.”

The Buddha's Condemnation
What was the Buddha's attitude to-
wards these superstitions and supersti-
tious practices?

THE BUDDHIST

There is dirvect evidence in the Jatakas
themselves showing conclusively that the
Buddha, not merely did not believe in
amens, but also that he' did not fail,
whenever the opportunity presented
itsell, to condemn the superstitious prac-
tice in others and to dissuade them from
the error of their ways.

Reference has been made above to the
superstition that things gnawed by mice
or rats were unlucky, aund to the story of
the young man who had been directed by
his father to fling away in a charnel-
ground a mice-eaten suit of clothes of his.
The sequel to the story is interesting as
illustrating the Buddha's uncompromising
views in regard to the belief in omens.

The young man, it would appear, care-
fully carrying the clothes as his father
had bhidden him, on the end of his stick
—just as though he had a house-snake to
carry—ceame into the charnel-ground, at
the entranes to which the Buddha hap-
pened to be seated.

“What are you doing, young Brah-

min?"" asked the Buddha.

“This suit of clothes,” was the reply,
“having been gnawed by mice, is like
Hl-luck  personified, and as = deadly as
though steeped in venom, Wherefore my
father, fearing that a servant might
covet and retain the clothes, has sent me
with them. T promised that 1 wonld
throw them away and bathe alterwards.
And that’s.the errand that has brought
me here.”

“Throw the suit away, then,” said the
Buddha, and the young Brahmin did so.

“They will just suit me,” said the
Buddha, as he picked up the fate-fraunght
clothes hefore the young man’s very eyes,
regardless of the latter's earnest warn-
ings and repeated entreaties to him not
to take them. And the Buddha departed
in the direction of the bamboo grove.

Home in all haste ran the young Brah-
min, to tell his father how the Sage
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Gotama had declared that the clothes
would just suit him, and had persisted, in
spite of all warnings to the contrary, in

nking the snit away with him to the

bamboo grove,

“Those clothes,”” thought the Brahmin
to himsell, ““are hewitched and accursed.
Even the Sage Gotama cannot wear them
without destruction befalling him. And
that would bring me into disrepute. 1
will give the Sage abundance of ather
garments and get him to throw thatl suit
away."

Bo with @ large number of robes he
started in company of his son for the
bamboo grove. When he came upon the
Buddha, he stood respectfully on one side
and spoke thus:

“Is it indeed true, as I hear, that you
picked up a suit of clothes in Lthe charnel-
ground ¥

“Quite true, Brahmin.”

“That suit is acenrsed. Tf you make
use of them, they will destroy you. If
you stand in need of clothes, take these
and throw away that suit.”

The Buddha’s reply was the narration
of the Mangala Jataka (No, 87), which he
concluded by adding :

“Good enough for. us are the rags that
are flung away in charnel-grounds. We
have mno helief in superstitions abont
luck, which are not approved by Buddhas,
Pacceka Buddhas, or Bodhisattas. And,
therefore, no wise man ought te he a
believer in luck.”

And the Buddha further declared:

““Whoso renounces omens, dreams and

signs,

That mun, from superstition’s errors
freed,

Shall triumph  over the paired

Depravities

And o'er attachments to the end of
time."

THE BEE AND THE LOTUS
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“ tNight will pass, the fair dawn will

come,
The sun will rise, the lotuses will
laugh—'

Thus mused the hee caught in the
calyx of a lotus:

Oh! doom! doom! an elephant tore
up the lotus plant!”

It was evening, The sun was seiting
slowly in the west. The birds were
hastening to their nests while beasts were
prowling for prey. Now a bee,—a little

By Bhikku Piyadassi

busy bee—was huzzing this way and that,
seeking a little honey to still its hunger.
At last it saw a pond full of glowing
lotuses, and with great joy did the hee
rest on the calyx of a tender little lotus
to feast on a trifle of its hidden nectar,
The bee did not harm the beauty of the
lotus; it only drank the honey.
But, alas! with the setting of the sun the

lotus closed its silky petals, thus trapping’

its hungry visitor. Yet, the little bee
was not without hope. These were the
thoughts that flashed through its heart

as the poor creature lay snared in the
dainty lotus-prison.
“The night will pass away, yielding

placeqtajithediaiendmns the cund with rise,
and this|totas will |expaid;hand sopn shall

T quit this prison house to join my com-
panions,”

But, lo! the unexpected happens. The
lordly elephant, king of the forest, wends
his way along the path that leads to the
pond. He drinks his fill and splashes the
cool water over his massive flanks. The
guesting sensitive trunk scents the
luscious - lotus, the very lotus in which,
our little errant hee, lay captive!
Instantly the mighty beast %ears up the
lotus  plant, And, crunch,—leaves,
flower and bee disappear into that vast
maw ! And the little bee, quite contrary
to its wishful optimism, thus went to its
death,

Such is life! one moment here then lost
for ever. Who can say with certainty
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that one will live to see the morrow? All
15 fleebing.

The flower's beauty, the bird’s music
and the.bee’s hum. All-meetings end in

separation, while life ends in death. And

we, in this mysterious universe, live, love,
and laugh; and ‘it is easy enough to be
pleasant when life flows along like a
song'. But when sorrow comes it comes
not in single spies but in battalions; and
then the whole world appears to be but
one picture of pain. Still the man who
views life with a detached outlook, who
sees things in their proper perspective,

} ~ THE BUDDHIST

whose cultural training urges him to be
cakn and unperturbed under all life's
vicigsitudes, who can smile when every-
thing goes dead wrong,—he, indeed is man
worthwhile,

The world in which we have taken our
temporary abode is like unto a large logus

‘out of which we all, men and women,—

sather honey with strenunous struggle, We
build up wishful hopes, and plan for the
morrow. But one day, sudden perhaps,
and unexpected, there comes the inevit-
able hour when Death the elephant,—
Macew Mara—tears up our lives, and

INDIA PAYS HOMAGE TO THE VEN.

DHARMAPALA AND MRS.

The birthday anniversaries of the late
Ven. Sri Devamitta Dharmapala, the
founder of the Mala Bodhi Society, and
of the late Mahopasika Mary E. Foster,
the henefactress of the society, were cele-
brated this year in Caleutta on Septem-
ber 17th. ;

The Sri Dharmarajika Vihara in College
Square was beautifully decorated for
the occasion and the religious pait of the
ceremony consisted of mangalacharan,
offering of flowers, incense and lights at
the shrine, a dana to the bhikkhus and
the feeding of the poor, and the offering
of merit to the departed.

In the evening, there was a public
meeting at the Buddhist Hall at 4-A,
Bankim Chatterjee Street which was

largely attended. Ag the request of the
Ven. Neluwe Jinaratana, the bhikkbu-in-
charge of the Society in Caleutta, the
Mayor of Caleutta, Mr, Debendra Nath
Mookerjee, presided, and among those
present were Mr. Hem Chandra Nasker,
an ex-Mayor of Caleutta, and several
aldermen and councillors of the Coipora-
tion of Calcutta.

Amongz those who spoke on the life of
the Ven, Dharmapala and lis services to

the country were Dr. B. M. Barua,
" Mr. Kashab Chandra QGupta, Mr.
P. K. Das, Mr. G. K. Narendra,

Mr. Jyotish Chandra Ghosh and others.

A proposal was made by the Ven’ble
Neluwe Jinaratana, to perpetuate the
memory of the Ven. Dharmapala by
giving his name to a road in Calcutta
and the following resolution was nnant-
mously passed: —

“IL s resolved that this meeting of
the ritigens of Calcutta appreciates the
rendered hy the late

immense services _
Venerahle Sri Devamitta Dharmapala
(better known as Venerable Anagarika

Dharmapala) to the cause of sovial wel-
fare and to the moral uplitt and cultural
advancement of the people of Calcutta in
particular, and of India as a whole, by
founding schools, hospitals, orphanages,
ashrams, libraries and caltural cenires
and that in recognition of his services the
Corporation of Caleutta be requested to
name a public thoroughfare of this city
as “Dharmapala Road™ so that the same
may remain as a lasting mark of honour
to the memory of this great man, who
made Caleutta the headgquarters of his
activities and worked there for well over
forty years." :

The president, in supporting the re-
solution, said that it was the duty of
them all to honour a great man who had
done so muclt for the country and the

people. The Ven. Dharmapala spent the
greater part of hisg life in Calcutta, and
it was but meet and proper that, in keep-
ing with eonventional customs, the name
of this great soeial reformer should be
given to a road or street of this city. It
would really be an honour to this city to
have a road named after Dharmapala
and the sooner it was done the better,
but the mere naming of a road after that
great man was not sufficient to perpetuate
his memory. The work that he had
done and the numerous institutions that
he had founded would remain as fitting
memorials to his great name for a long
time. But as a token of admiration of
the services he had rendered to the coun-
try and in appreciation of his greatness,
he hoped that before long Calcutia would
possess a road hearing the revered name
of Dharmapala. *

The president also commended the Ven.
Jinaratana for bringing forward the pro-
posal.

AT BENARES

The birthday anniversaries of the great
pioneer of Buddhist revival in the preseng
age and founder of the Maha Bodhi
Society, Anagarika Dharmapala, and of
Mrs, Mary Foster, of Honolulu, the bene-
fuctress of the Maha Bodhi Society, were
celebrated at  the Mulagandhakuta
Vihara, Sarnath, Benares, under the pre-
sidentship of §jt. Babu Sampurnanandaji,
ex-Education Minister, U.P,

Bhikkhu J. Kashyapa,
Pali, Benares ‘Hindu University, spoke
on the importance of the cufural and
sparitual relationship established between
India and Ceylon by the illustriouns son
of Asoka, the great Prince Mahinda, whe
went to Cevlon as a Buddhist missionary
monk and established the noble doctrine
in the island; and on the greatness of
Anagarika  Dharmapala, who, born in
Ceylon, dedicated his life for the regener-
ation of Buddhism in India,

Pandit Bhikkhu Hammalawa Saddha-
fissa, Messre. K. 8. Sundaram, Girish
Chandra Barua and Sharda Misra, a
student of the Maha Bodhi High School,
and others spoke on the life of Anagarika
Dharmanpala,

Tectuter in

The meeting ended with a short and
impressive  address by the president,
who stressed upon the necessity of the
revival and growth of a centre like Bar-
mwath, and appealed to the people of Ben-
ares to afford the hbest ecooperation in
tHi UaRr itvricits A nddsion U Nef I OAnagarika
D¥arnaphalat
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brings our hopes to naught.
Therefore said the sages of yore:
“The eight greai mountains and the
seven seas,
Tlie sun, the gods, who sit and rule
- o'er these;

Thou, 1, the universe, must pass
away, :
Time conguers all: why dote on

Maya's play?”

* This is the eighth and the last verse of
the Bramarastaka by the Indian poet Sri
Samkara, believed to he a contemporary of
Kalidasa, the most renouned poet of India.

SRI DEVAMITTA

MARY FOSTER

A tea parly was given to the distin-
guished guests at the Mulagandhakuti
Vihara Library.

AT BOMBAY

Under the auspices of the Maha
Bodhi Society the birthday anniversaries
of the Ven. Devamitta Dharmapala and
of Mrs, Mary Foster were celebrated at
Bahujana Vihara, Bombay.

Mr. B. R. Barua, B. 8c., A. M. E. C. E.
(Lond.) presided over the meeting. 1t
wag an international gathering composed
of Hindus and Buddhists representing
different nationalities. Among the speak-
ers were D. Sasanasivi Thera, Messrs. C.
Tiranagama, H. G. Halgamuwa, K. G.
Dinorishamy, Kashinath Hari Khoth,
and K.A, James de Silva.

In his presidential remarks Mr. Barua
said that he had the great privilege of
linowing the Ven. Dharmapala for
a very long time. “He was loved
and vespected by the Buddhists through-
out the world, The twentieth cen-
tury did not see a better Buddhist leader
whose sole aim was to win humanity for
Buddhism''.

Association of Bombay
arranging this sue-

The Sinhalese
was responsible for
cessful meeting.

COLOMBO’S TRIBUTE

A public meeting under the auspices
of the Maha Bodhi Society was held on
September 17, al the Central Y.M.B.A.
hall, Borella, to commemorate the hirth-
day of Sri Devamitla Dhammapala and
that of Mary Foster Robinson,

Sir Waitilingam  Duraiswamy, the
mpeaker of the State Council, presided
and besides the large numbers of bhik-
khus present, accommodated on the plat-
form and occupying the chairs of honour
were Kirtwattuduwe Pannasara Nayake
Thera and Dr. P. Vajiragnana Thera.

There were several speakers including
Mr., George E, de Silva, Minister of
Health, Mr, N. Nadarajah, K.C., #ir
Wiaitilingam Duraiswamy, Dr. A. Ratna-
pala and Dr. C. W. W, Kannangara,
Minister of Education.

All the speakers paid tributes to the
life and work of Sri Devamitta Dhamma-
pala, and said that he was a great
national here, who had laid the founda-
tion of national regeneration. He was
also the one man who tock the message
of Buddha to all parts of the world and
devoted his life to the revival of Buddh-
ism in India,
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Mr. K. A, Peiris, C.G.R. Transporta-
tion Dept., Maradana; Mr. H., R. H.
Ahamat, Govt. Live Stock Inspector,
Quarantine Dept., Slave Island; Mr, P,
G. Piyadasa, New Southbrn Drapery
Stores, Ward Place, Colombo; Mr. W.
Dixon de Silva, Office of the Commis-
sioner of Motor Transport, Colombo; and

Mr. H. H. Abeysena, No. 7, Vauxhail
Lane, Slave Island.
9.10.45

Mr. P. Raymond Perera, Supervisor of
Buildings, P.W.D., Colombo; Mr. K. H.
Perera,  The United Planters Co. of
Ceylon Ltd, Contract Dept., 288, Union
Place, Colombo; Mr. D. M. W. 8. P.

Yapa, No. 203, Messenger Street, Clol-
ombo; Mr. D. P, Levangama, 118,
Armour Street, Colombo; Mr. M. G.

Mendis, Ayurvedic Practitioner, D.I.M.S.
Ceylon, 161, Ferry 8Street, Hulitsdorp,
Colombo; Mr. K. Gomis Fernando, 110
Armour Street, Colombo; Mr. M.

Munidasa, 116, Armour Street, Colombo
Mr. 8. G. Munasinha, 15, Dematagoda
Place, Colombo; Mr. T. M. Cassim, 6,
Dissanayake, Waesley College, Colombo;
Mr. A, L. B, K. Perera, Quarantine
Cotta Terrace, Borella; Mr, P. H.
Office, Borella; and Mr. J. C. F. de Silva

. Bacteriological Institute, Baseline Road,

Borella.

16.10.45

Mr, K. C. Perera, Education Office,
Colombo; Mr. H. E, R. Perera, “Biri-
pela”, Welikada, Rajagiriva; and Mr.
A. H. T, Dharmadasa, 264, 266, Vauxhall
Street, Colombo,

23.10.45
Mr. A.
Rorella.

Pathmanathan, 42, Cotta Road,

Personal

Our congratulations to the following
wmembers who figured in the list of candi-
dates successful at the recent Law Col-
lege examinations:—

Advocates’ Preliminary—Mr, N, T. D.
Kanakaratne.

Advocates’ Inte rmr.%r.‘.!iu.te--—_l\-ll:. W. W,
Wimalachandra.
Advocates’ Final—Mr. E. 8, Amara-

singhe (Sports Secretary), Mr. K. C. de
Silva, Mr. D, 1. FEralis, Mr. Wilinot
Gunasekera, Mr, J. Pathirane, Mr. L.
B. 1. Premaratne (Scholarship), Mr. R.
Sri Pathmanathan,

Proctors’ Prelimincary—Mr,
Juvawardene,

Mr. .8, Peiris, Deputy Controller of
Prices (Miscellancous Articles) has been
appointed an additional Deputy Control-
ler of Labour,

Mr. 8. L. de Silva, Emergency A.G.A.,

Urngula, has reverted to his substantive
post in the Land Settlement Dept.
« Mr. K. R, Perera, Inspector of the Co-
operative Department has passed the
Associate Examination of the Institute
of Book-keepers, London,

Weddings
We offer our congratulations to Dr, N.
J. A. Cooray, D'M.O., Karawanella, who

s5. D J.

was  recently married to Miss Edith
Valerie Tllangakoon Ekanayake.
Resignations:

-Mr. 8. Amarasinghe, of Pettah,

Obituary :
We record with regret the death of
Mudaliyay Thomas Roedrigo, of Siri

g
#

THE BUDDHIST {

Wimana Walauwa, Panadura, which
oceurred in Colombo on Bunday, October
Tth. Mudaliyar Rodrigo was a founder-
member of our association in which he
took a keen interest at all times. He
was at the time of his death one of our
vice-presidents.

Muhandiram H. M. G, Herat Guna-
ratne, of Galmuruwa, father of Mr, L.
D. Herat Gunaratne, Enginecring Stu-
dent, Ceylon Technical College,

Mrs. Justina Soysa, mother of Mr. W,
4, B, Soysa; M.8.C.

Mrs, Sesinis Jayasinghe, wife of My,
A, Jayasinghe, Secretary of the Religious
Examinations Branch.

Mrs. S. Dona Tsabella Seneviratne
Hamine, mother of Mr. B, Jaya-
singhe. '

We offer our sympathy to the members
of the bereaved families. :

Committee, of Management

The Committee of Management unani-
mously elected Mr. Rajah Hewavitarne
as a Vice-President in place of the late
Mr. Thomas Rodrigo,

Mr, D. L. Dissanayake was unanimous-
ly elected to the Committee of Manage-
ment in his place,

Sinhalese Elocution Centest :—The
Sinhalese elocution contest for students
conducted by the Association has earned
the recognition and approbation of the
whole lsland, as proved by the keen enthu-
siasm displayed both by students and the
general public. (Unfortunately Lowever,
our own members have been stow to parti-
cipate it actively—not by any means
by not providing uws with the necessary
menetury help, which they give readily,
but by wnot showing due Feenness n
encowraging their children to take part
e it),

Sports Tournaments

The following are the resulis of matches
played in the Tournaments now in pro-
gress : —

Badminton

Men's Open Doubles: —1st Round—S8.
Gnanasekeram and T. Dissanayake
beat L. B. T. Premaratne and H. V.
Ambawatta; 21/11, 12/21, 21 /4,

P. H. J. Wijesekera and E, S. Amera-
singhe beat M. Batuwantudawe and R.
D. Senanayake,

Men's Singles Open:—I1st  Rownd—T.
B. Dissanayake beat P. H, J. Wije-
sekera; 15/9, 15/4; D. A. 8. Perera heat
R. D. Senanayake; 15/8, 7/15, 15/13:
H. V. Ambawatta beat V. C. Fernando;
15/4. 15/5; K. Wijayasinghe beat D. R.
Wickramaratne; 15/3, 15/4; 8. Gnana-
sekeram beat K. 8.° Amerasinghe; 15/11,
15/2; K. C. d- Silva beat P. W, Sena-
nayake; 13/7, 15/0; 8. Kethisparan beat
L. B. T. Premaratne; 15/6, 15/2,

Quarter-finals—D. A, 8. Perera heat
T. B. Dissanayake; 9/15, 15/10, 15/12.
Billiards

Handicap Billiards : —1st - Round—G.
N. Karunaratne (—80) beat D. D. Koda-
goda' (—25) 200/189; 8. M. M. Mashoor
(—135) beat K. V. Percra (—90) 200/186 ;
J. Silva (—75) beat R. Batuwantudawe
(—120) 200/195; 8. B. Fonseka (—80)
heat U1, K. Percy Silva (—175) 200,80,
Diary of Events

Nov. 4 (Bunday): 9 a.m. Bana—

Pitakotte Somananda Thera.

Nov. 8 (Thursday): Lecture by Mr. N,

Nadaraja, K.C_on ‘“‘Free Edu-
cacion or State Tyranny''.
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Nov. 9 (Fridag): =530 p.m.—Lecture
G A

by Dr. G. 8. W, de Sdram on

The Application of Physical
Culture to Ceylon.

Nov. 11 (Sunday): 9 a.m. Bana—
Heenativana Dhammaloka
Thena,

Nov. 18 (Sunday): 9 am, Bana—
Narada Thera.

Nov. 24 (Saturday): 6 p.m.—Music Re-
cital followed hy sound film
demonstration.

Nov. 25 (Sunday): 9 a.m, Bana—Kota-
hene Sarada Thena,

Dec. 2 (Sunday): 9 am. Bana—
Pitakotte Somananda Thera.

Dec. 9 (Sunday): 9 wm. Bana—
Heenativana Dhammaloka .
Thera,

Dec. 16 (Sunday): 9 a.n. Bana—
Narada Thera.

Dec. 23 (Sunday): 9 a.m. Bana—Kota-

hene SBarada Thera.

Physical Culture Branch: —The activi-
ties of the Gymnasium are becoming
increasingly popular among our younger
members. An analysis of the members

visiting the gymnasium regularly shows
the reasons for this popularity. There
are a few seekers after health; a few

after physical development; a few work-
ing hard to overcome physical defects;
one or two striving to get rid of spare
tyres round the waist; one or two aiming
at increased height, and a few having an
eye on  weight lifting championship
honours. It may not be presumptuous to
add that the Y.M.B.A; Gymnasium is the
only one of its kind in Colombo, and
probably in the Tskand, where varied
physiculture needs of everybody wcan be
satisfactorily catered for. Details of a
‘“‘Best Physique" Competition for mem-,
bers are being worked out by Mr. D. 8.
Samarasinghe, Secretary of the Branch,
and will he announced in due course.
Mr. R. D. Lankatilaka is always ready
for a wrestling or a ju-jitsu bout and
those who do not know either art will bhe
soon initiated into it by him.

Additions to the Library:—The Dice of
the Gods by Lucien de Zilwa; A Chandala
Woman by Lucien de Zilwa; The Hearts
of Men by H. Fielding Hall; Book of
Christ by Sir Pelham Warner ; Exercises
it. the Bath by T. R. Touna; Treachery
in the Kandyan Court by L, C, Weera-
sooriya: Stalin by J. T. Murphy: Llow
to Psycho-analyse: Yourself . by ~ Joseph
Ralph: Japan's TIslands of Mystery hy
Willard Price; The Constant Star by
George Blake; Folly Bridge by D. I
Murphy: Trent’s Last Case by E. C.
Bentley; The Tngenious Mr. Stone hy
Robert Player:; Odd Man Out by F. L.
Green; Presidential Agent by Upton
Sinclair; The Left was Never Right hy
Quintin ‘Hogg; A TFarewell to Arms by
Ernest Hemingway; Judith hy Janet
Whitney ; Long, Lonug Ago, by Alexander
Waoolleott, A Cockney on Main Street hy
Herbert Hodge ; Bugles in the Afternoon
by Ernest Haycox: Dragonwyek by Anya
Seton : A Bell for Adano by .fohn Hersey ;
The Making of Russin by Alexei Tolstoy ;
Quiet Skies on Salween by Ellen Thorp ;
Quiver’s Choice by Sagittarius; The Night
i3 Ending by James Ronald; Cradle of
Splendour by George Borodin; The Rope
Began to Hang the Butcher by C. W,
Grafton; and Vinayatthakatha, Pary 11
(Complimentary by the Tripitaka Publi-
cations).
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