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‘COMPASSION

’I:Jd'ay we have particularly good
reason to be concerned with the vio-

lence humans inflict on humans.

But should those of us who care
about the violence inflicted on hu-

mans care about the violence in-

flicted on animals? In my own mind,
the need for a consistent ethic of
non-violence for both human and
non-human animals is obvious --
one is an extension of the other.

But many people when thinking'

of violence to animals may just con-
jure up a gun-toting trophy hunter
or a sadistic psychopath torturing a

. catoradog. Yetto limit one’s vision

to* esedramatic but occasionalacts
of violence is to miss the point. The
real, massive violence is part of the
structure of our culture -- animals
'~ are considered laboratory tools and
edibles. Every year, in the USAalone,
tens of millions of animals suffer in
laboratory prisons and more than
six billion farm animals suffer vio-
lence on their way to the dinner
table.

This violence is mostly invisible.
It has society’s seal of approval, and
is rationalized by a culture with an
appetite, if not outright addiction,
for the taste of {lesh.

WITHOUT LIMITS

The simple fact that we eat ani-
mals dominates our attitude towards

uncomforiable with the injustices
woven into its fabric and therefore
attempts to create an unbridgeable

_ gap between ourselves and other

animal species.

Many societies promote the con-
cept that we should dominate other
animals. [t is'a philosophy of compe-
tition rather than interdependence:
a defense of exploitation rather than
a desire to live in harmony with the

rest of nature. Tradition also pro-
. .motes the anthropocentric view that ...

humans are defined by their differ-
ences from, rather than their simi-
larities with, other animals,

Two centuries ago, most intellec-

tomatons incapable of feeling pain
as humans experience it. They used
‘this reasoning to justify the cruelest
experiments, ignoring the screams

of theif victims. The late Nobel Lau- -

reate Isaac Bashevis Singerobserved,

“Various philosophers and religious

leaders tried to convince their disci-

ples and followers that animals are -

nothing more than machines with-
out a soul, without [eelings. How-

.f_'-'; Rights Crusade'éuthors James M. -
Jasper and Dorothy Nelkin _sugge't- £

- ever, anyone who has ever lived \ :
S ammal--be itadog, abird orc__en._

* them. Society does not want to be e

st brazen lle mventcd to _}l.lstlf} m-

elty o

a mouse - knows that this theory is

'I‘oday, sc1enceand common sen5e i

o suggest thath mans ¢ and other ani- |

1als are no

eparated by an

i "f'unbndgeabi : gulf. There is an over- 8
: .':.'_lap of mental ab

ies capacxty for:_

5 -'-questmn is not Can they reason'? i
. nor Can they talk, but, Can they
. suffer?” And when it comes to sufs
tuals believed that animals were au- fering, ‘what relevant difference is
..-.'f"ftherebetweenusand otheranimals? =
- Whatgives us the right to violate the
~ bedies and minds of other feeling =~
"-:"be:ngs" Unless we. subscr:be doitle = &
: _:'-_-_.conceptoftyranny that mlghtlmkes:
. right, thereis noway tolustlfyharm-.
: n"g other speejes 23 '

: ln thelr'
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Lt ehis “poeer il ancial oiovenenl
fis] drlven by & simiple miocal posi-
Hore: anlmals are similar enouel Lo
humans o deserve serious wiucal
considrratinn, They are seolend e
mngs, entitled to dignified ves, snrd
thew shauld 'he esiled s @acds, mi
AR TEANS, Proleslurs ask hpwrwe can
Fe gy pelss vel eiperiment nniden-
Licid attimals an Iabarancrins: hinds e
gt ciidclle o antmal it eat an
athes,”

The resson wiare abile to cudidls
aneanimal while aegumseing tnavio-
lence aEainst Lillons: of other anl-
imals i dial; withoul ami offne, we
el distnes pursebres fenm the vig-
lece,

I dferials wore wivisected Gl
slavghiered In the oty Squire Le-
bindelass walls, wesionld doutille=s
Eer ptlrapediand begio Lo chiange our
ealing - hablts ‘and veseinvll priorl-
ties, The saree anuld be G of we
himel to kil i ardmals s et

But the viclenwe infifctcd againsl
animals rakes place Bebingd elused
dAnnrs, S0 (il meateatees arespared
Lthe sereamaof Uwir dinner sod dari't
tewve to ook Higd G ber mthe oy
Anud Iaboratory aninids are keptour
of sighl, fmprisoned belind stes
gates 'as they are driven inganc,
Buorresd, radiated, stareed, blinded.,
bazfied, matsaned Hials|
electrushucked.

The pi e veal calf, the chicken
are vislated wilhod pause throagh-
uul their catire exslenios. I 15 5
viclaton of mind imd body: Seress
and insanity' aré 4 stindard parr of
U man-made hell walléd faceony
larinieif Thire I8 6 escape and there

A v s vieors. Meal isasorder and
ers is 00 emecrerey hot-lUae, no
Lietp fur the ballered vichms.

Thie Ladey vall s separated irom
Bz el ol bicds W bie Boarded up
B e tiles s farein She” canl even
e o, The only reasun be g
etlae s fepmishy wlive i his allotied
sigleenwieks 15 becavar of the drugs
putnped ante him.  Whon falen
slavghicr, be (5 oiten 5011 and weak
that fe st be draggod along the
flor.

Inwvastrgrlaving facrories  heins
L ot ghede s Inoa s pace smialbe
et this page, solmmobibzed-thag
ileie leel growre arcimned fhe adee mesh
flcor ol lhedr cages.

1 we lie] tn oar CRT AT - @i
malawhat isdnnetadinder gaimals,
they'd Tock iz opsnd eadliae ilin
the newss Fhe avcused: vould: be
laleled o peechiupatty meclally dis-
crochiedd, Yel the pasnola dog, cat, pid,
calf, chicken s e same, "We am
shotked By vidlende against infarts
ancd e elderly Becinee ey are
defeingeless. Nun-Tnouranisals are
in that st sulnecible class.

In the spbre Jor In ke feose of
Ammala, philosoptier Peler Singes
ctiallcnges the aotion that only hig-
Loans meter; “FSone claim tharl oue
AT SAeees miusl come Arst. But
whiy abnubd we aécept this claim?
Qb 200 years age, il might haie
eeerned JUSE a3 cordlrany o human
nare for us 60 take greal care br
the juleresis of nther races, When 1
aee ysell a8 one ameng oliers, lhe
rebevinnl potn Lol the oo punson 15
that otliers alsa hate feeliims, olheérs
cam alsy sGiter or be Duppe. Any

being capable of feeling anyihing.
whether pain or pleasore or any ind
of pasitive or negalive stale of cnn-
Ackatesness, st therefore eount.”

We canigl be selechive ahout
whnm ies defend fromn brng dome-
n_FlT-!‘t'].l'tJn'.pE:l'il'l'll:n_lud uiport, conlined,
of hutehensd fog abinmier. As British
amirer Briged Brophy noles. “the ax-
plotarioncfibe olhérummmal species
P the hoaman-anisul species 13 the
meat faseropolons, the most crael.
the most dearly universal and the
I gest-laslivgr explotation of gne
¢ luss bor unsoiher elaas in the histooy
althe worhl. And the pattern of men-
Ll blind spots that alloves us Lo ot
iga pdliern very casily adapable Lo
any orler of the (fashionahlel oo
ks o

Souee e that there'sa limit 1o
O Cinnpassion, that wa can only
relule tooa Imited amownt of vio-
lener. But cOmMpassion is never Hm-
thing. On the conbiary, comparsion
tecra onEsell, -« e miooe o prac-
tse o i owr Elestele, the more of i
v RAave touse. Conversely, the more
W ACrEpl vinleree. the more iniired
wo Berome Lol

And rourilecing vialence 0 ani-
1galsas an fssue chivse Lo home , s ae
the sululiins. Eating wilh conacience
shilliryf 1o a meatless ur lesa-meat-
depersdent diot 15 not only & poverfil
weapan in the war againsl wolenee,
il is an easy passive slep. 8 mme
whidh can make all the dillerenac o
Cheurdne s while impreviog owr oam
v lf-Deirr

The jssue nf songiclendy 15 hea
suuned up by Albeit Selwellzer:
“Ethies inoour Western world has
b Jurgely Hniited ... We need &
boiridless ethic which swill melude
che: animls olso.”
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'socIo;ECONOMIC PERSPECTIVES IN GOVERNMENT |
' REGULATING THE MEAT TRADE AND ENDING
MALPRACTICES AND CRUELTY IN CATTLE -

SLAUGHTER

Dr. Earle de Silva

1.0 Introduction: Tt
ers Ordinance:

_’Ele Butchers Ordinance No.9! was
enzcted by the British Colonial Gov-
ernment in 1893, Its basic objective
was consumer protection. Its per-
spectives and fundamental content
has remained inviolate for a 100
years, but for the revision in 1956
published in the Legislative
Enactments Vol. X (1960) and forms
the basis on which Municipal By-
Laws and By-Laws of all Local Au-
thorities have been framed in order

to operate and supervise slaughter

houses and the act of slaughter of
animals for meat and to have ani-
mals inspected for good health prior
to slaughter by vetennary officers of

The B_{xtt__:lﬁ_.

the Local Authorities. After slaugh-
ter the carcasses are inspected again
and certified wholesome and free of
disease by aflixing the stamp of the

Local Authorities before the

cai‘c_a_ssess are sent to the meat
stalls. The by-laws provide for the
renting and operation of meat stalls
in public market. places. The Public
Health Inspectors supervise the hy-
gienic conditions and sale of meat

properly inspected and stamped.

2.0 The Animals act of 1958"

The latter half of the 1950's was
an agrarian revolution to uplift the

‘poor rural farming communities,

Whereas the Butchers Ordinance was

to protect consumers, the Animals i

Act No. 29 of 1958 was epacted to
protect farmers and livestock own-
ers and has objectives of develop-
ment perspectives. “Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act, 1958 was
enacted to enforce compassion for
animals in keeping with Sri Lanka’s

cultural and Buddhist heritage.

The supply of animals for slaugh-
ter governed by the Animals Act and
the Regulations in the Government
Gazette Extra-ordinary No, 13268 of

20.08.1962 which remains in force

but for the amendment of one word

" in 1964. While this Act seeks to

ensure that healthy and disease free
animals are supplied for meat, it was
framed by the Government with much
more profound objectives. That is,
the Act seeks to eradicate malprac- :
tices in the trade and even more
importantly to prevent the slaughter
of female calves and heifers, preg-
nantanimals and cowsin milk, valu-
able breeding stock such as stud
bulls of good breeds, and specifically
buflaloes, with the objective of sav-
ing productive animals vital for the
rural economy, farm communities,

- paddy cullivation and milk produc-

tion.

The Act has extensive provisions

 for castration of animals unfit for

breeding, operating Stud Centresand
Artificial Insemination’ Centres,

- These functions were the responsi-

brhty of the Veterinary Surgeons
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Brsides, lhe Velerinary Surgeon fis
respnasibile e isEuing tertificams
for mala s (il for Brecding aod
slich animals cinol be sold for
slavghter vmril 1w Yelednand Sir-
pron issans i Teesh cecliffcaln man-
eelling the pervious when an animal
ceases bo hiy fit for breeding,

The -Act alan devulved spectin
ves poesibilides on YWeterinary Sur-
grans, furimer Diaaional Keverus
Offiecrs [now Divisional Soerofaries)
and on DEasy: Sevaka Miladbarns,
For example aonimals parchased Tar
slaughter ‘cannolk be anaporfed
umileas orrtifind I Ll Violerinary
Sucgeon of the e to e e Hept Yhar,
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the animals are polwithin any nfthe
ahewer. meationed salegarles prahih:
ited trom alaughtoe god are diueass
fiee and alse from an area where 1o

cnatagdicus disepses aro prosatenlal

the-time, velsrence Pact [Lof the AL
Scrtion (k- (S and Part D@20 ta i3,
Ani upen producian of avuech reefi-
cRbe fhe [0, B0 will lssue 8 peemit
rfCrves g wwniershdp fmim B eand
Marks' 1o enable the animal o He
meal Aoy igs tivisional boundarics,
That #5, the gevmil e lransport the
anacoal. And nebragory produe denaf
Lhiis permit. ahinnld il fathen-
lies provide waggens fur lrunspart
arnl Jureses andertake Wanporl

|

LG h.ll'JgJ'lel’! BlF ..:
sn.'lnﬂ 1
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Toe Agirebs At also develved
respnisibany An fhe Govenunenl
Sgenil lremdiaes thiat e D R0, and
AN parrived ool randing of antmals
b ddr kil mangrship and maintain
recaris of moomibers. And only on
wwnerahiy heing eslobllshed eooldd
VEICRRrR fo' frpnsporl be tssueg,
This was 1o prevent el and fhicit
trarisnnrt of autinuds o eoth e
slaughrer 4 i3 oy secrel that this
elahorate =esten ol branding sdd
rattle regizlers could nothoarhieved
heciise O Sevakas are fiod
chisidle teir areas of worl, Live
wbslliGiroas dudrs and e st con-
vertsd wilh animal murvemenls and
Iwvestack, The corcliary 1o Chis: Acl
waz the "Medl Bowrd™ propoaed- in
the sgrculiieal Develupment Pro-
posataal 158" and dradt B gislatun
wids prepared in 1EGG, wrhieh was
i ecwted tolmplement offoetvehr the
Autiznals Ael

The Agcicaltural Brevclopiment
Fropusils of 1958 of fhe Ministry of
Agrivalture was the first docuni=nt
L degl comprehensieely witly e
suhjeat, meeard NG shugliler and
abuscsin the trade and recommend
a Hiatutnry Hoard jud Regional
Slmughtrr Bmizesaz ceilediad mens:
ures. But the HEnard wine nol eslub-
[ishied,

3.0 The Netional Livestock
Develomnent Board

Teir years ooy the aeed Loroa
"Meat Liurd' surfaccd agnin Gov:
ernmeent appdinked g Joing, gxpest
eomnntittes wl thie Ministry af Plan:
ning wad Eostwede Affarrsiand the
Mitndsene of Agricalior - and - P
resLlting i prupesals o sef npa
Treatoek Dosud innp repart ofleedd *Meat
Prochusating angd MurkeUng in Croflon”
{10053 . Thic Weiter was L Minia-
U el Planiodng Mo mber o this coo-
miitee and-ils convener. The Caong-
miittee recomuneided the cetablizh-
ment of the Meal Boand bt otled
Animal Husbaridny Board, Thres
yeacslater, e next Gowrmment
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implemented the proposals and es-
tablished the National Livestock
DevelopmentBoard (NLDB), *(1973).
The incorporated functions are set
out ahead.

The Board was gazetied on 4ih
May 1973 under the State Agricul-
tural Corporations ActNo. 11 0f1972.

The Cabinet of Minister’'s ap-
_ proved on 3rd April 1974 by Cabinet
Paper No. 345/71 an authorised
capital of Rs. 88 million including a
foreign exchange component of Rs.
27 million which the Danish Covern-
ment (DANIDA) picked up for the
Abattoir Project. DANIDA appointed

M. E. Wernberg A/S Consultants of
Copenhagen to prepare the Abattoir
Project in terms of the Country's
total meat requirements and also
support the livestock and dairy de-
velopment programmes implement
and operate within the Government’'s
laws and regulations such as the
Animals Act of 1958, the Cruelty to
_ Animals Act, Butcher's Ordinance
and Municipal By-Laws, and fit inlo
the rural socio-economic culture and
ethnic and religious sensitivities. All
the hot topics of the onging debate
were dealt - with the cruel method of
slaughter, cruelty in transport and
‘handling, unhygenic conditions,
slaughter of prohibited categories
such as pregnant animals, cows in
milk,calves and illicit slaughter and
illicit beef in stalls, The Wholesale
Butchers fraternity which control the
trade, after consultation with their
religious hierarchy agreed to under-
take Halal slaughter under control-
" led modern technological conditions
by which all animals will be stunned
before slaughter out of sight of other
animals etc.

The NLDB: was specifically
enpowered to implement effectively
the “Animals Act No. 29 of 1958
specilically to save productive fe-
male and breeding animals 1o pro-
mote dairy development and rural
livestock development and the ‘Cru-
elty to Animals Act’ in the sale, frans-

port and holding of animals for
slaughter. :

By the end of 1975 designs were
ready for three(3) major modern ab-

atloirs in high meat consumption

areas and three {3} medium ones in
provinces and contracts signed with>
the Foreign Consullants to program
the construction program and com-
mence the procurement and fabrica-
tion of plant, machinery, railway

trucks, refrigerated meat trucks ete. -

4.0 TheAbattoir Project of NLDB

In keeping with the incorporated
functions of the NLDB gazelled on

4th May 1973 its ‘[nvestment and

Development Programme” of 1st

August 1973 " approved by the

Cabinet of Ministers comprised (3)
major modern abattoirs for the high
meat consumption Westerm Zone and
{3) medium modern abattoirs for the
North and East supported by 50
Purchasing Centres and 18, 200
acres of Holding Grounds. N.E.
Wernberg A/S Consultants,
Copenhagen, provided an Expert
under the DANIDA line of aid for
'1973-74 to prepare the programmes,
The estimated capital cost was Rs,
48.81 million local costand Rs. 23.42
million foreign cost.

The chief objectives were:

To be the sole authority for the

. slaughter of beef and mutton ani-
~mals in the country and thereby

ensure;-

(@) use of human methods of
slaughter notwithstanding employ-
ing Lebbes for Halal slaughter:

{b) eliminate the slaughter of pro-
hibited categories of animals in the
Animals Act of 1958 and therefore
save productive animals and stem
the decline in the national herds of
cattle, buffalo and goats and sheep
and help in generating dairy devel-
opment and the mution industry: -

(c} eliminate the malpractices and
abuses in the sale and purchase of
animals for beef and the abuses and
cruelty in the transport of animals:
and

{d} provide wholesome and clean
meat carrying health certificates to
licenced market stalls of Local Au-
thorities and packeted most to other
frozen food retailers. :

Thus the butchers retail trade

‘business and the income of Local

Authorities were to remain inviolate.

5.0 Abattoir 'Project Abandoned
and by-laws Set Aside

In 1977 the govt. cancelled the
“Abaltoir Project” and set aside the
incorporated functions of the Na-

‘tional Livestock Development Board

and made it intoa mini JEDB type of
estate managementagency with live-
stock raising as a side line. Progres-
sively the ‘Animals Actof 1956" and

- the ‘Prevention of Cruelty to Animals

Act of 1958 * fell into disuse. In
1981 a dispensation was given Lo the
Colombo™ Municipal Veterinary
Department to over-ride Chapter XII
Rule (36) of the CMC By-Laws which
forhids sale of meat within Colombeo
City limits the meat of animals
slaughtered outside Colombo M.C.
limits. Thus beef carcasses brought

infromanywhere to the CMC slaugh-

ter house at Dematagoda was
stamped (supposedly after Veteri-
nary inspection} at a cost of Rs.
0.12cts per kg. and permitted to be
sold in the cily meat stalls, '

This was of course a time of mas-
sive changes, liberalising and open-
ing the economy and bestowing ‘Lead
Sector Status on the Private Sector’.
With the transfer of total power from

~ the legislature to’ Executive Presi-

dency, powerful positions lower down
were emasculated such as theestab-

lished order of publie sector account-
ability.'F.R.’ and ‘P.R.’weredelanged,

‘PSC’ and 'JSC' were rigor mortised,

and: scores of enactments on the

6
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statute books were Gzl aside: The
incorporaled Tunclions of Uhe
Baticnal | Liveslock Developineil
Board were oue ol Liose casuallles.
fow with hind sighl it s seen Gl
ogie ustensible parpose wis o gve
the privitle seclor speal lwole Qe
freedoo ofibe Wild Ass”. Then later
carne the ahove mentinnod Hepen-
satinn to the CMO Veterinary - Dig-
pariment ta orer-rige the Te-Lawrs,
There wers two wvested interests
agalnst the NLDE's incorforared
funetonsin respoct ol the mcat trads,
fnr twn cpfircly diffceent reasans.
Cne the pro-gevermment bolchess
lobbw whiichwas very powerd ad (he
lire, The olbicr e Acdanil Produoe:
tian and: Healih Depactient which
iroan che ineeptian of che KEDE op-
posed ke functions relaed o the
meal trade clatming excluzive privi-
Tege i, veternary private pracrice,

The restlt 15 evident loday, The
publicoutcry i nemsbya pear it
the cridl and brolal andling of cal:
the hefooe and at stvughter, the ran:
pant Micit meat trade, the g0 ghier
ol pregnant emales andother dlasses
of eatlle and hudfaloes prohibited in
Lthe Anlmals Act and the warions
widpraclives ordn endangeoring pub-
e ey Less evident are the oven
[IHE. sErius . repercussions. While
Ui poweriul povale sector compa-
Gies in Uae mepl processingl trade
are iniessingd wedl b, the rural darm-
ing eommmcibies ond the hundreds
of teassandds ol suwell dadey lacmers
are losing progressively Lie long -
tahlished caitle and boffdues inle-
getaded . crops and means gl livel-
buod, The deeline - of daloving in the
cuailry s disasirous. Oace agai it
& vty Lee s powedul private sfetor
curtipugied wldeh are hrn-::'iirﬂng,
Thev e arres=Ee mssive G-
_miBinn profils o e ever oereas-
ing roilleancd arilke ps vibucd Dapocls,
For cxamiple in e S0 Laka Live-
acnck Stacistics 190100 produeed
Fr thi afMice of Lhe Minisler for Live:
stock Diovelopment & Milk Procduc-
thant; Peradeniva, {Table 2 41 shoes
that all itk eollecdorn n 16992

drgpped to 56,8 b Hlpes e 2354
Drowy e previows: vesrs 73 millioen
Litres, Ju focl milk produduon fom
e siell Girtness seclor 15 reflecled
i [Tubile 2.8 colleg lon by Coppera-
Live Sorieliss - & Dalny Producer As-
sucka lons, Colleetonwhichwas 257
mitlonlitres in 1 858 dropped 4 1M tn
E22 midlliom Tikres by 10193,

6.0 Indication of ITHich Slaugh-
ter by Private Sector

Socording to the S Landa Live-
stock Stotistics Vo | /9 uf e Ming-
sty ol ricuniucl Developmenand

Socio-Economiz Sureey of 19585-874
Eoel consanipdion was catimated at
24, 12 billion ke, The Census & Sta-
tiztics Department *Pesliceled beef
connumprion af EYV.54 ndlllon kg
Sinec Wivic and wiresorded slavgh-
Ler Is well earablislied A miore than
donblerecorded slaughter beeleon-
ST b thess =l st are oon.-
ceivally grossly undéreslimated,
fore ioparianUy e extontof Qlek
slinghier which s gbodous which
provides opporlamdty” for all the
abnses wd melpracisees i the trade,
This s whal the dehate In the press
fur b fasl 10 months is ali aboul

Table 1§
YEAR | TOTAL ANBTIAS SLATGITER FERA IS AN TAE BE IFETITONS
AT EEL
Taiel af which i Lot
v, numbard fomgles  Bwepean
Furg Hreds. Ciisd Fooveld | Heilers Mg
147 4 HE& G4 1006 i 8T
7 il
L7 TS L] o e 11377 2 434 13t B72 i
|
i LEi¥n ELL LR LR JaReer B 154 e HB81
Table 2
PHABE [ : Abaktolt capacities and supply of meat per day
e Sty Slaep Flgs
M M Moz - i Mo Uin
| Al GO 420 BRI 420 TS -BO
i Batugastom ZhlF - 20 200 TR S
| Halukininda = . | S 4l '
Toladfilay-Nas Bk E70 ol 50 Yoo RO
| Total meat oy ik BE00R) 4,00 BT -BRGT 35 2900
| Anlmalsfrear !
(4500 clay= 2E0 AT 3234 T 261, GOG SR40001 DEIS0 Z1RCO0

ROTE: Maximuinis abadnlr capacily,

Mindmum-eguicdd Tar Jagiony efcleney

Researcl [December 198204 beof
comummption an e basis of repords
af calte slaghicred in petaliv slngh-
per hipuses of Local Aurhoritics
drepped shamply from 1364 million
kg i the maid FEE0s o 18052 million
kg by 19845 and 1956 Tn'this period
na Boffalo slandhiler is recorded, In
contriast oo Lhe trasts of the Central
Hank's Cousutner Finances and

DNinitizod by Naoolaobam Ennindation

Cruel method ol slaughierng eattle,
cruclty i tranapa of calbz; dllell
shanEhiber anc e mea” inogity el

whidls, noyeterdnery supervision of

slagbiler iwuses and slaughter and
slughiler ubillegal categorics ofani-
madszneh s pregnanl aninals end
ralres,

Feonomile Revloow - 7359053 Naeerlbir

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



7.0 Gal Gava Mithuro

The disastrous results of this
laissez faire policy of the Govern-
ment has been highlighted by sev-
eral writersin the pressinthelast 1 0
months. Gal Gava Mithurowritingin
‘The Island® on 4.12.92 and
28.12.92 W ghserves as followss

(1) In the Colombo Municipal Abat-
toirabout 50-60 cattle are slaugh-
tered a day (ie. about 4000-5000
kg), but the city beef stalls sell
15,000 to 20,000 kg. per day
indicating the extent of illicit beef
being sold. {figures in parenthe-
sis by the Writer. He also verified
the above slaughter figures from
the CMC ChiefV.S. and found the
figures were correct).

It is a well known fact that con-
sideration of monetary gain is the
prime cause for the cruel and
inhumane, indiscriminate
slaughter of a large number of
animals, among themmilch cows,
calves, pregnant heifers, cart
bulls, buffaloes, eic. Corporate
bodies that flood the market with
processed packeled meat ..........
_obtain their meat requirements
from untrained, unscrupulous
butchers. Also the meat require-
mentis for hotels from 1 star to 5
star that = cater Lo foreign busi-
nessmen and tourists who in the
majority are from developed coun-
tries, are also obtained from the
same cruel sources”.

2

et}

(3) “The indiscriminate large scale
slaughter has resulted in the deci-
mation of the much valued agri-
culturally useful buffaloes and
cattle population. Unlike in other
countries, here animals are not
bred for slaughter and those
slaughtered are domesticated ani-
mals brought toabattoirs in towns
and suburbs from the country-
side and villages and constitute
the backbone of eur agro-eco-
nomic culture and traditions and
source of rural income; thereby

affecting agriculture and the
economy of the country”™.

(4) “The Director of Dairy Production
and Health (Department) was re-
poried in the Island last year to
have said that unauthorised beef
was being brought from the out-
stations and sold with the seal of
the Municipal Health Unit”,

(5} *The carcasses of animals that
invariably end up dead during
transportare mixed with the meat
of animals slaughtered in filthy,
nauseating, unhygienic govern-
ment approved slaughter houses
and polluted paddy fields, streams
and rivers in the vicinity by the
residual discards, which are a

_ grave health hazard".

(6} “Slaughteris not supervised regu-
larly by the Local Authorities.
There is no regular inspection of
animals before slaughter. It is
only after anirnals are slaugh-
tered that the flesh is given the
stamp of the local authority.
Therefore it is possible at any
time meat supplied to the local
markets could be from diseased
animals”,

8.0 Contaminated Beef

At the time of writing (July 1993},
Gal Gava Mithuro's warning seems

tobe vindicaled. In the Island of 14th -

July 1993 a news item from the MRI
warned of some beef in city stall
found to have pathogens harmful for
consumplion. The Colombo Munici-

“pal Veterinary Department issued a

slatement {o the effect that no beef
through its Dematagoda abattoir in-

spected and stamped was unwhole-

some, but consumers were alerted
not to buy illicit beef from stalls in
the city which had no certificate.

9.0 Debate onthe Crueltyinthe
Slaughter of Cattle

In about November last year, Dr.
C. Godamune of Kandy in a lelter to

the pressraised the issue ofthe cruel
method adopted in the slaughter of
cattle in the Kandy slaughter house,
the unhygienic conditions and re-
lated issues. He had several letters
in the press thereafter. Obviously it
was in good faith and no axe o grind
against religion nor race nor meat
consumers. Being a devout Buddhist
and a deeply compassionate person
his plea has been {o save animals
from the slaughter house and gain

* merit by putting them to pasture on

vacant properties to eventually die of
old age. It is axiomatic that the good
doctor’s proposal is only possible on
a small scale. but impractical on any
large scale considering the national
development issues involved and the
fact that about 500,000 cattle and
buflaloes are slaughtered each year
from a population of about three
million animals multiplyingat a simi-
lar rate in asmall country constrained
by land for the needs of an increasing
population. Cattle, buffalo, goats,
sheep, wild elephants and wild buf-
falo compete for land in a developing

‘small country in a big way, -

10.0 Acrimenious Debate

Dr, D. P. Athukorale * and Gal
Gava Mithuro * took up the case
and in long articles in the press in
November and December 1992,
launched their crusade demanding
that the Government step in and
stop the ‘cruel and inhuman method
of cattle slaughter practised by Mus-
lim Butchers' and make it manda-
tory in slaughter houses to stun the
animal senseless by using a “percus-
sion belt or belt pistol” as practised

- around the world, before severing

the blood vessels in the neck, in
order that bleeding the animal
accomplished in this "Halal” method
which is mandatory in Islam. Unfor-
tunately thisentirely laudable cause
was swallowed up in the long drawn
out aerimonious public debate for
the last ten (10} months which has
become an ethnic and religious con-
frontation sparing neither religious
sensitivities nor others unconnected
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with the Jssue such as FHoddhist
priesls, Christions and Jews. The
chielprolagocists Dy adnkocaleand
Cal Gava Milthure have kepl tie pol
Eolling s i weere by poriodic” omis-
sives In fhe pross, grnorating rous-
ing responses feom drzens of an-
Liganists Tollowed by those sapport-
icng e proligonists, olbewsd b re-
Juiriclers lioany foitagonisis avd snon.
For those who want & ring aide arae
1 a heutal deseripbinne of gracsome
slanghterwith sound efiretact Froan-
g animals garnished wiarh Bland,
wize, budl zhit and even ears of
anieids, sead e descriplicn of the
chiel prologuEsts darins Boveniber
ard Decespber 190 which coesied
all gl vnperessary binlas,

Thie wmiine cavse T bedn bozt by
Lhae acriznooey whiob corcdd Dave been
avodded i uae of e uewspapers in
g by whiichs bios consisienoy for
the ksl e ausths poovided space
for this delxle had heen maore ¢ir-
cumspear sand tmpartial in o pport-
ing the cauae, and not permiltcd space
Jor radeial and anl-religlons Bl
ala diee, when every one should be
siriving ke mclal, elhnle and coli-
dious lolerance and harmony.

11.0 BHypecrisy of Catfle Slaugh-
ber Byndromné

Anvihing can e taken oot of
conceat and made 0to /& wruzade by
sell-rightcous higots. The cattle
slaughler prolagonists have sur-
e e ssue willh brpoensy by
Lailingt Lo recceose U lanrer ssues
ancligniving Lheequadbe grael e Lhiod
of laughiering bulfadoes, sheep wid
plg stieking, Crosly in the Goooof
slaughter 15 nnby the cip of theioe-
beirg. Thal s erueloy irom the aclice
el Lhe way Lo slaughiler. The groe-
s descriplivnes by the chiiel pro-
tagonists fiiled todescrabe the worse
1:E|I|: ol trafalecs which ai enticely
slaughtered Wietly and naf ool by
Kuslirmhulehers, bocauseafthe han
o bk slnughier. The chicf pro-
Lagunlsis fnored the larger cyed ior-
ror oy b eyes of goats and shoop on

the hinck and sgeealing of lecrifed
plEs in agony when the sliop el
roct s plnnged 1o te hearl. Millisos
of chickes lave their necks pufced
fuid Uiruuls shil [so'c ds v moulti-
pavcial aeuvily? Wiial aboul the hat-
buirisse in Lhis couniry nf suting up
e dolphin, dugong and furtdle? 12
there arvthing more couel than cul-
ting up live dolphion, dugong
fo ke Adl the wrilees coyingt unl fond
against the croelly i the slauphier
of caithe In' Muzlin builchers Trave
Been oty weoneeried arpl sikenl
abaout Uik cruetly incthe slaughler of
all these ulbher anitmsls and binds
Licpely by non-Muslims, Tn faok the
etjority of bullaloes and cartls M-
illy sbazhlered within abouc B0 milos
rutllis fepen Colnmba are nint e
Muwslin bulchers. - Whirh  crmn-
pity vans amd aclla the largest
munber of catile and hadfalnes for
slavghier. Surely the maprihy com-
miuttily by virlue of the larger pro-
puetivil represenialion,

Adirst alep iz bo prevent the sale
of pregnant cows and calees, Who
arlla those amemals? Largely rural
farmers and imadalalis i the prov-
i Wi o cactle sexd diseny forme-
e il the Comaul Triscgde aod Hill
Country, the majurily being
Sinheleac/ Buddhiats and some s
labe Tamls (Hindua & Christians),
e lapge free roaming catole hords
inAhe dhy sones NWP, NCP, Eaalicm
Pravince and Soudhern Provinee are
marned by all covnunilies. ke East-
cm hards being Largely vwmed by
Yualims. - Biiffahy awnerstip 15 pre-
deminancly by Sinhalese fhadilbdsis.
Those who have been imvelyed in
dairy dovclopmrent bave [aeed Lhe
serives cconomie prohle ms of oy
dairy fuiers slardng to death val-
weless becugse rellfion probilsits
thedr killing, Cullle rising ts busi-
Eesa. o PR, i was reparled sl
M0 ealvea of vrluable Eanepean
Diviry Dreds (ofl previous 1mporied
cowslwere thus lostormrrpeac o the
Hill Coandry plone',

Lere s auapd ecomment from TThe

[sland” Eulitodal of 17th December
9L

‘I echopd theviews of saveral writs
era that thi: heat vy forediice the
numbrr slaghrered is foogive up
cating mzat, [t says: “There iz 0o
wavonecan change tiewold, There
i% 1w e cak chiaure uther
peaples: lastes und ealing Tabits.
Ll upie vun chenge one’s oan: It
does pol bielp if une says el one
ows pob kel bul ooly eats oeat that
Liws alreaidy been killed. One con-
tributes dodhe killing aslong as one
eAts MRl The fruly compassion-
sle and vivhucus are thoasze wha
rriraln fenm all harmiul action, Nol
thoarwha preach virtue o olbers.”

Mr, Drharmiadasa Wijesne of
Caolembao 8, did also echo simiar
sentimentzandrecenty on 21.08.05
I The leland” he ollewsuparecom-
meadation by D= B 5N
Senanayake of Colore 7 Al Lhe
EBuddhizt-Hinds Maha Sabha peu-
mate “sry oo tn heelf, | woul] Lide
Uds recommendatinn e step fuc-
ther by suggrating fhat the Buddha
Graana Ministry, silent ug 1o oo,
set ot tnatop Biddhisles comswning
every kind of fesh, medt, sh and
bl And monks sl se boaoa
preaching sesaions o o likelarize,
Afler all 2 large proportion of the
pepalation wlich cunsume beef,
chicken and fisluin s counlor are
Alnhalese Fuddlisl As an example
the Hindos by convicun and rell-
glon dan’t touch beel do s nech as
the WMuslims den™t wach pocks 5o
why not Buddhisgs?

Then again Gl Gova Mithum o
The Island’ Gf 4th December 1062
Helvs,

*Anitnels slaerblered for foodin
& Lanka hove becoune thedebimsof
relifioua ehauvtndsreraod by poerisy.

Mot unly (he hmoerisy of the Maoas-

lins bul of the Buddhizts az well,
The Iiypoedsy ol Buddhlatzwho make
ulbersnees aboat compazsion wanis
ials Ul whose greatost canression

FEronamid Regidn: - J805 Nogweiifier
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so far towards liberating animals
from cruelty is the ban on slaughter
on Poya days, while not minding the
cruelty the day before or after”.

12.0 Religious Bigotry

Some bigotted racialists have had
a field day. Islam was slandered and
allegations levelled at the Muslim
community and not restricted to the
butchers. They have had to rise to
defend their faith, Even the history
of the Christian Bible has been des-
ecrated in the Island of the 3rd Au-
gust 1993 under title “Slaughter in
Christianity™. In as much as Biblical
history and precepts in the quran
were debated, Buddhist priests eat-
ing meats, fish and indeed beef was
discussed by several writers, Sinhala
Buddhists included.

According to M.J. Fernando and
M. Tilak both of Colombo 3, writing
in the Island 0f28.5.93, it seems that
the Buddha did not ban meat eating
even by Devadattas.

During this long acrimonious de-
bate demanding the Government to
step in and stop the cruel method of
slaughter neither policy maker, line
Ministry bureaucrat, local author-
ity, private sector meat industrialist,
enactments administrators and vet-
erinary surgeon’s department from
where animals are sourced for
slaughter nor the Colombo Munici-
palVeterinary Departmentwhich has
been hlghhghted has chosen to say
no word.

Theincorporated functions of the
National Livestock Development
Board were swept under the carpet
and it was converted to a sort of mini
JEDB has been mentioned before in
Sections 3.0 to 5.0 when at the same
time in 1978 the Animal Production
and Health Divisions of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture was vesied with
independent status as a separate
department. There were vested in-
terests in the AP & H Department
which did not want the NLDB tres-

unlikely to treat animals with respect....

“We live in a much more brutal society than we ever did & there are types of
behaviour which people consider wholly unacceptable. Cruelty to animals is one
aspect of that bigger problem. If you don't treat people wnh respect then you are

....... Owning a pet is a right that people have but with it comes a responsibility
to behave properly to look after it. | would have thought that there was a fairly
compelling case that where as owner of pet has been found guilty of cruelty or neglect
that they should not be entitled to own one again......

......... Education is important in the family, in the school and in the broader
society. Bringing kids up to like pets & to have a regard for them is good for them
generally. It teaches them the right type of vajue”

. TONY BLAIR - (Laboce shadow Home Secretary)
(Courtesy: Animal life - Autumn 1993)

passing on what it claimed was its
exclusive priviledged functions such
as managing State Livestock Farms
(10 in number) and Veterinary prac-
tice. However the NLDB itself was
vested withover 18,057 acres of prime
coconut estates during 1973 and
1974 for its abattoir program and
Livestock projects and imported cat-
tle from India, Pakistan, and Hol-
land. In January 1993 the (8) major
farms of the AP & H Department was
transferred to the NLDB with all its
imported and farm bred dairy cattle.
The excuse given was that the de-
partment could not manage the farms
efficiently. But not long after, the
NLDB not only advertised prime cat-
tle for sale but also called for private
sector participation to privatise some
of its major livestock farms.

A quote from the Island editorial
of 16.2.93" will place these shady
deals in proper perspactive,

“The NLDB has advertised for
sale culled cattle in eight farms, as
many 250 animals in one farm, 200

- in another and lesser number in the

others. All culled cattle. With somany
culled animals it would seem that
these farms have been rearing mostly
for the butcher; the Livestock Devel-
opment Board has apparently not
been doing much livestock develop-

~ment. There has been no advertise-

ments announcing the sale of
breedable cattle, which is what the
NLDB should have been doing to live
up to its name.

If the NLDB has not deliberately
been rearing for the butcher, it could
only mean that the rearing has been
so neglectful that the animals are
not fit for breeding and are fit only for
slaughter. The NLDB should have
been breeding and developing good
breedable cattle to improve the stock
with the dairy farmers so that the.
nation would eventually have been
self-sufficient in milk. But perhaps

- we are wrong. That has evidently not

been the intention. There are always
the transnational corporations wait-
ing to supply our needs”.

13.0 Government Role

Government has a Ministry to
promote Animal Husbandry and
Dairy Development supportied by
several Provincial Council subject
Ministries, several departments en-
gaged in research and providing vet-
erinary and other services to pro-
mote livestock development, statu-
tory authorities and Government
farms breeding and multiplying live-
stock for issue to farmers, thou-
sands of staff are trained in these
subjects in our Universities and for-
eign Universities for employment in

10
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the Mistries and depiubuenis. and
every vear Governmertl allocade ser-
eral bundreds of ;dlions of rupees
throurh the spnual Budget and ne-
golioted lorefgn aid fo furlber de-
velup . lvestook produclon in, S0
Lanka boepuse anlmal prowin and
il are. aecepied e wial for the
hralth ofthe nation, apaet from.cm-
plevment. and: bivelihood: sostained
by millions, Moreoves gl 150
Sutharities derive neomd from fhe
mcat trade, from mnting meot s1a0s
and licensing the alenghoer and sale
uineet. Pard of Covermmenl revente
is obrladeed [room Lcoes v individhuads
et basinesses raising liveslockand
frosil the aneal leade aod baler-ce

Eaned provessingindmsiries and agri

culiure and Tapd-uze, and adsa fram
entec-ennngcted import and expart
dierees

The e focus ol Lhis aesssive
inveestuben Lancl lves ook prailive
progranmme e the oucsl R cuane-
mutibies, their hvelifBood and bosic
needs LA village development
and Jonasaviya were Alsa tangeted
droups. Sormee mondhs back 12,000
Lcows were o beamparted der tho
15,000 villages penjects at g oenslt
exesding half a Bllion mapres. Fram
coluntal Gines good breeds of Tee-
stock Inwe Lesn bnported peroel-
calle 1o iaperuee lovid Dreeds of Haee-
atack. 1o e end even for Uhose soi-
mals Baeely on puverronenl fumos
the Dugteher is e fasl slup.

Gerveerimend as promoted daiy
devdinprril e G0 eeaes Dol i He
last doecrds, natianal milk prod-
Lo haa pragressirirdenrcazed and
Impocts hiev'e sormesprndingly in-
creaand and so also the pocficabhlice
of the multt-nationalaand thetr Lol
egemisimpnring milkangd milk pasd
ucts. Tho crosion of natcnszl Jairy-
il can thus be atenhiuted o Cane -
errunertl policy ta eneaurage the pei-
wale seclor and tarelgn rapiralists,
Soge erd-prodocis of datrelng are
bl baills, beelsausage and a math:-
anuiiiva) expurt trade s anmed Rides
anel Uie beatfer induslor including

sheeg, slippers, belis, bags ete, Ex-
pot stegiey and Reeign capital i

vestigent are leading Gavernment

-policies,

14.0 GCovernment Financed &
Sponsorcd Frojocts

A anreample ofthe Covemmiciad
hand tn the promation and develap-
mentatlveegioek inthe cooniry irnm
which ibie ardmals ancd binds evendu-
illy end wp m the meat wacked, led
i Five you olEinE  Prucrarnes

and projects.

frante fram the present: ekl

ez it Froiqitame page 38 5

“zhrl Lanka impnarta 704 nf ita
bl requibrements, Cheor the niexe
10 years dhe domeslic dainy indis-
i will recerne e necessanr wrtl
i lpuncsal suppocl o correct
the present Dacle drmbidimcs, The
iglustey fs G e developed using
miindy village Based pooducsr co-
nperatives, Hall of e eveauss
grrerated] by e pew tacilT policy
i L e clrumelled o feld level
prosrames Lo assist e dainy
Fores theoughe w reslooelaned
Erivigy Develuproent Pounadalinn. &
iajar bresd improvernsnl pro-
gramme is 1o e promoced Lieuagh
Matnnal Livestork Develepmenl
Eoard managed facms and Village
kel bazed stock  Impeoveniesnt

CpETodTamnicE

Tee propased Crorscnmnent Tivesi-
wienil for the next fve wears Is ks,
Sy millons antHhemajer poncecs
are e futlonsdngs:

B Saallammer intrgraded vgslock
proget.

[zl Hetder ealf rearing scheme.

[t Artifcial hresding scheie,

[pel Matinmal Tivestock Deeclupinenl

Board. .

¥ ADEs Znd Livestnck Theselop-
1aeil Prijecl

il MILCD  dooy devclopment
Prugrascnie

[wiil Curo] of contagious diarssos.

iviiil Fooel Cholera viocineg produ
liay.

The Dally Hews o 6.2 93 reported
a newa releass from the Minlsierof
Serisulivcal  Development &0 He-
seibicly Lot tee AL B Dade aviadl-
able rupess une Lillion credil: for
bveslock furms reliabililaton in e
distriels of Amparad, Pallola,
Souruchapurs ad Polocioruwa,

Same of the Toreign - gided projects
ace

L hsian DevelopipentBanlk - Sec-
ardl . Livestock  Dewelopment
Erojecl. 1953 i 1591, Bel G0G
SR1[SF] Fs. 525, 1258000 (aan].

i Wencls]l  Banke Betond Dairy
Deerlopment Prajoct D985 w
o B e | SRR ) R E R 21
s B0 TRE B2

fid, Southern Pigvincg: Bural D
velapmenl 1990 0 1995 comL-
prises fvestock cormponenl -Rel:
Mo, T12E S8 [SF Es.
1533 055 470 in XDE Tenns.

iv. Cowerineniol Feffera] Repubhc
ol Crenaany 1987
[l Cools Development Progend
Fos. 48,820,250 {eoal)
il Animial - Hosbaonday, & Bilk
Pro-duction Bs, 31,5943, 000
[gran]

v Swedigh letermaticnal-Develop-
menl Assiatan e, Malwal WD P
with largr compaiig nt for corad
Ireestoek dewelopment, 1 808
Tkase T PG 1ig, [0 ETHE, 500
lzrantl,

Tmpearrs and gz of costly heilars
af cxntle breeds of eatthe and aoaTa-
laesfar che State Livestock Farnsof
the Madpnal Livestork Thevelnpmicmd
Enard and Depaciment of Angmal
Froducton: ad Health processed
Hirougls  thie: Bateroad Besoarces
Brieisivar of the Minizloy of Flanning
S Eeoncamnid Allairs dueing 1965 (o
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1978 for breeding and multiplica-
tion for issue to dairy farmers from
New Zealand, Australia, Denmark,
Holland, India and Pakistan.

Jersey Heifers 2509; Ayrshire 325;
Freisian 846; Shorthorn 132;
Hariyana 205; Sahiwal 350; and
Murrah Buffaloe cows and heifers
2291. 3

15.0 Private Sector

_Leading companies which are in
the feed business have supported
the Government's liberalised open
market and private sector led growth.

From 1977 the policy and strat-
egy of giving the ‘lead sector role’ to
the private sector with liberalising
and opening the economy with tax
and import relief, led many of the
largest private sector companies o
diversify and enter the food busi-
ness, Meat products processing and
retailing is only one activity. The
biggest marketing firms and adver-
tising firms are all involved and it is
a multi-million rupee big business.

Besides in support of the Govern--

ment the big companies have at-
tracted foreign investors and have

“{Some claim that) our own species
must come first... But why should we |
accept this claim? Cniy 200 years
ago,it might have seemed just as
‘contrary to human nature’ for us to |
take great care for the interests of
‘other races... When | see myself as
one among others, the relevant point
of the comparison is that others also
have feelings, others can also suffer
or be happy. Any being capable of
feeling anything, whether pain or
pleasure or any kind of positive or
negative state of conscicusness, must
therefore count.”

Peter Singer

Epilogueto In Defence of Animals,

corporated intodiverse business ven-
tures, otheragricultural exports, tex-
tile factories, tourism and hotels,
infrastructure complexes, export in-
dustries, and building up the stock
market ete,

A major component of the food

industry is meat processing, Mas-

sive programmes of advertising are
partolthe whole business. Livestock
raising, livestock food production,
agriculture and manufacture; vet-
erinary drugs import and manufac-
ture; infrastructure & equipment;
processing, packaging, printing, cold
storage and refrigeration; transport;
part of import - export trade; Gov-
ermnment revenue through company
tax and BTT and personal tax and
hundreds of thousands employed are
all part of the livestock sector.

16.0 Remedy

Slaughtering is only one activity.
Cruel methods of slaughter is a dif-
ferent issue. It is sensitive to Bud-
dhism and its our culture, Social
enlightenment through education
and media of the general malaise of
cruelty to animals in this Country
such as treatment of cart bulls and
stray dogs is one remedy. The other
remedy is to reactivate Govern-
ment legislation which is on the
statute book but have been swept
under the carpet from about 1978.

17.0 Government Legislation

Government has enacted legisla-

tion to control and regulate the

slaughter and marketing oflivestock
especially cattle and buffaloes. The
most imporiant of these are:-

% Animals Act No. 29 of 1958,

# The Cruelty io Animals Act of
1958,
% TheButchers Ordinanoé Revision

1956 chlslative Enactments
Vol: X [1960}

# Municipal by - laws Revision of

1958, Chapter XII, ‘Slaughter

"Houses' and Chapter XIlI
‘Licensing of Market Stalls’,

# The National Livestock Develop-
ment Board (NLDB) established
under the State Agricultural Cor-
‘porations Act No. 11 of 1972 and
gazetted in Government Gazette
No. 58 of 4.5.73 Part I: Section I
page 347. ik

# Contagious Diseases (Animals)
Orldman(‘e 1957 Amendment
1961.

* Ban on slaughier of Buffaloes
gazetted on 20.08.1962.

# Food and Drugs.Act and Con-
sumer Protection Laws,

18.0 Government Agencies

The Government Agencies pre-
dominantly responsible toimplement
ong or more of these regulations
are -

o Loca] Aumonlles especri!ly MCs
and UCs to frame and implement
by-laws under the  Burchers
Ordinance. - ' .

1. Licence slaughter houses and see
to the facilities, maintenance and
hygienic conditions. -

‘2. Ensure Municipal and Govern-

ment Veterinary Surgeons and or
Public Health Inspectors super-
vise slaughter and slaughter only
permisshle categories of animals
carrying appropriate permits from
Veterinary Surgeons and District
Secretariats at source of origin in
terms of the Animals Act. That is
for instance, pregnantand in-milk
females, calves and productive
buffaloes should not be slaugh-
tered.

3. Stamp t.hc caircasSes before being
moved to market stalls to Indicate
health inspection having been

12
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dore zowl ernre Ll the meat is
whialesoroe anrd fil for consump-
L,

4, Urense and rent meat stalls in
pathlie markers and ¢avse PHIL w
Ingpect for hygienic conditions and
that stamped winlesome meat is
bt sold.

#The Animal Production and Herlih
Department I respansilly for the
implemenfation of the Animals Act
itz Veleringey Sorgeoas 10 &i-
sirre that anly permizsible catego
nra of animals carry cetilicates
and that the animals are net from
amy arehwhere discases are prev:
lent andd arc Bt far the meat Tragde,

#The Watangl Liveatock Tiewelop-
ment Baard LT Ebeas cstablizhed
in 1873 toconstrisct and operate in
the whole conmtrya rielwork of six
mecdern ahatioirs o seree e high
meat consnmption areas and’ Lo
replace mastof the 37 dilkipickiled
unbirgieaic slanghier shecs, 1o o
frediee mane methodsolsloath-
fer Ty stunning animals price e e
‘Halal syslem belng applied, and tn
b the omly supplicr of certified
wholesome mert to el Ueensed meat

= slalls in public market placcs and
o toeil processors and refrgerated
retailers, The NLDD wis speeilis
rAlly empowered (o implement e
fectively the “Animals Act 29 of
1956 and aawe: proddacihe femiale
and breeding rmimals to promote
ity development and moml Byr-
slowk development Wial to suacain
L well estabiished crope and Hyve-
stock integra led lneihood paticma.
The NLDEB was alse eropowered to
mpeement the” Prevenbion of Cru-
cloy ta Anfmals Act of 1958 and
slop the wanton erueliv in the
shngrhterofcatlle, tnthe aale, frans-
pork el bedure slanghier,

18,0 Oher Imporlanl [sucs:
Malpractices & Abuses

Althoghithe s Aol ol 1958
k5 & well intended eoacioont Lo sue-

four ang develop the oonbribalicn
Treestack make to the riccal ecomomy
anc nromate daicy development, ihe
abscnce of 2 single Implementing
agthwrly andd diseggrefaled reapon-
sibilities 0 several officlals make
implestenladon difffeul in praciion.
Besldes, 88 in.all peomit syatema,
abiise of the syafem hecome rasni-
pant after 1877 o0 sccowil of e
adminiztration being paliticized and
coceaplion kel rpanle: endemit.
Calle stauphiter and nea L lrade e
Liecotos a source of privale income o
wuny ollicials. Quoting bom Chap-
L 1) pimgres 400 of {he "Fotore for Beef
Procduchiondn Ceylon” (1908 Minla-
by of Planning  snd  Economic
Allnrs et -

“There are o whole sedes af #au-
Lhwordlies ta be =at=afled or clircdiem-
vented aa the case may be starting
vwith ithe Grama Socrlca of the area
wherr the animals are legitimatehy
purchased orare exproprigted by
glhermeansand the Polics 1RO,
Fatlway Authariises and Veteringy
Surgeans, Al the other end animala

THE THREE R's

The “3H° approaca 1o enimel issues: |
Replace, Heguce and Reline:

AEPLACE means Lo do sway wilh tha |
gourteaftlieabuse, suggests galbig
beens insiead tlchickens orusirgin:
vitro 1esis inslzad of animals in the
fab. [

RECUCE signil'es eetingFewier o ok-
ens and mara Eeans cor edieing the
nurrker of &hirals tzedin fabosts,

REFINE suggess thal il you can't
£rangs the aurmber ol animas ar-
fected, at =mt fesagnie lay they
gre living crestures wih focliegs and
do whstaver is poss s i minimee
ire - pain.

Henry Spira

st be snoved: ool from the rail-
wiay ward aned subsequently the
Musicipelity decides whicl anonads
will b pyowesd Locthe Abattoir, There-
after Public Health Tnspertnrsaxert
their authorify at retsil paincg,
Thevefire butchers and theiragents
muist getthenigh this complicaied
cham of checka and anthonties
expeditionsly bacause within 48
bmars of boading For drans prat after
puchase from distant places, the
animals mist mared from the eat-
e pound o v ahattoir, Othet-
wizeanimals may Inge a5 much as
107 i welght chie o Starvading
and debydration and ather agera-
vated causes o transit and some
animals may even die’

The: Permilt Syaceny and several
regulatinns 1 e implementad hy
different. Authorities breeds brilery
and carcuption, 1€ 15 a well known
fact-and & miach hackneyed theme
that afeer 17T orruiption i gne
form ot annther haa reached unim-
gifnabl= dimenskons and has sproad
rom lop to the boliom kayera of S
Lariken's polily, The meat trade 15 oo
exceplon. For example the ' trans-
porl of ‘antmale for slaughter 13 &
lucrathve source of income far many
oiflcisls reaponsible for permits. The
onfy diflerenee 1a, 20 years =fo the
comupl practices werd much bessg
bevouse the administration was in-
dependent of Lhe politicsl executhe
and the cost of corrupd practices was
in much smaller Hgurs.

200 Cruelly in Transporting
Catite

By wrilers inthe dehate rajaed
this issue. secking lhe Cnocloy o
Artrnala Act impeemented cffiocthcly,
Artuslly rsil tranapaort s peefeesd,
because nnee the antmala aee lnAded
o et al stioee dislant pomd,
these redch Colombo: by mocndng,
itnless sidelined al Polgahawela
Junction for inastance. Then water
add" feed o -be given, Bul caulls
lucks are oy Tecdly avaikille
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every way. The succinct description
by the Wholesale Butchers Assaocia-
tion before the Ministry of Planning
and Agriculture Committee on "Meat
Production and Marketing in Ceylon
{(1969) ™ went like this:-

“The Police on the beat can smell
a lorry load of animals even before
they see it on the horizon, They al-
ways find a few animals of prohibited
 categories notwithstandingvalid cer-
tificates and permits. If everything is
in order the “Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act (of 1907 revision enact-
ment 1958) is invoked, ™ It is easily
subjective to interpretation. There is
no escape. Cough up and leave. And
this could happen several times be-
fore a lorry load of animals from a
distant place reaches Colambo™,

On recent inquiries it is under-

stood that present costs of this na-
ture are between Rs. 5000, - 7000,

a lorry,

Inaletter tothelslandon 4.9.93.

Dr. S. Athulathmudali of Colombo,
when he went to have a cow released
from a slaughter house talked lo a
lorry driver who had brought a lorry
load of caltle from Anuradhapura.
The driver had asserted that he had
to pay Rs. 25,000/-- at the several
check points to bring the lorry load
to Colombo. No wonder beef prices
are at- Rs. 80/-a kg. This explains
how tens of thousands of illicit ani-
mials roach the Colombo market, If
even 50% of cattle lorries are inter-
cepted and taken in, there will be not
only a beef shortage in Colombo but
the meat processing companies will
also be short of supplies.

21.0 Judgement in District Court

One interésting case on record
was filed in the District Court of
Colombo, Case No. 2367/Z by a
Wholesale Butcher against the At-
torney General, seeking relieffor fines
imposed on the then prevalent
‘Price Orders’. Quole from the judge-
ment of the learned District Judge,
page (3} para (b), 1 5SthJanuary 1973-

“On an examination of the various
items of expenditure referred to in
detail by the plaintiff and his two
witnesses, it appears to me that
with the possible exemption of the
ilems in regard to payments to
the Palice, all other items of ex-
penditure can be accepted as be-
ing necessary and justified.”

. Then again the Foreign Consult-
ants, ‘Hoft & Overgaard' (Copenha-
gen, on the Review Mission of the
NLDB Abattoir Programme from
DANIDA on the request of the Sri
Lanka Government, in their report
dated 6th February 1976 reported

inquiries made overa period ofabout

2 1/2 months over the whole range
of slaughter and meat market activi-
ties, According to evidence gathered,
it had cost at that time at least
Rs. 1000/~ for one lorry load of
animals to get through Police checks
from the outstation to Colombeo, (Ref-
erence page 8 of report). It also iden-
tified that illicit slaughter was three

times more than recorded slaughter,

22.0 Slaughter of Productive
Animals

The Animals Act of 1958 sought
io save productive categories of ani-
mals. But the continuing = illicit
slaughter of prohibited categories and
the previouly identified loss of about
10,000 calves annually of European
breeds in the Hill Country, together
with the absence of an adeguate
system of breeding and multiplica-
tion of dairy breeds are major factors
in the slow, stagnant and in some
periods negative growth of the dairy-
ing sub-sector in this country, not-

‘withstanding the colossal amounts

spent including foreign aid over.40
years or so on velerinary research

‘and infrastructure, on forage re-

search and development, on import
of breeding stock and breeding and
artificial insemination services, and
on state farms. There are other ma-
jor factors too. But this is not the
place to discuss these.

The Chief Veterinary Surgeon,
Colombo M.C. in a Board Paper fo
the NLDB dated 3rd, March 1976
provided the following statistics.
(See Table 1)

IMPLICATIONS:

{1} Obvious large number of females

slaughtered elsewhere.

(2} Rejects above would have been
slaughtered outside the city and
the meat brought into the city
into CMC licenced beef stalls.

(3) The Veterinary Surgeons and the
DRO (now District Secretaries) in
the areas of origin of these ani-
mals have no doubt certified and
issued permits for many of these
if not for all.

23.0 Prohibited Slaughter

Local Authorities, therefore,
should not permit the slaughter of

_any prohibited categories of cattle

and any buffalo without the certifi-
cate of the Veterinary Surgeon and
permits of the D.R.Q, in the area of
purchase. Large numbers of prohib-
ited categories of cattle and buffalo
are slaughtered, which accounts for
the illicit slaughter and the fact that
actual numbers slaughtered far ex-
ceed recorded slaughter, It Is an
indictment on the Authorities and
concerned Government Officials who
have failed to carry oul their respon-
sibilities. Mr. Dharmadasa
Wijemanne of Colombo 8, The Is-
land’ 0of 26/4/93 asked the question
how pregnant animals were slaugh-
tered when Veterinary Surgeons and
Health Inspectors passed ammals
for slaughter.

24.0 Ban on Buffalo Slaughter

The Government Gazette Extraor-
dinary No. 13268 of 20th. August,
1962, Part I specifically prohibits
slaughter of bullaloes except certain
categories certified by the Govern-.
ment Velerinary Surgeon, such as,
animals maimed, blind and not fit
for breeding or draft.

14
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Ginee, however, the slanghter ot
buTiadoes contineed tncheckod 2nd
the bufaly popudation decrcazced to
an idurngs low level, the Govem-
meeait Jonnad iU necessary in ewoklc
Enwrdency Fegulaticns Mo present
the slawgtioer ol buffaloez and the
sale ol bioflaloe mesC by oixlec ol the
Cabinel Mimnslens Ko, 1174003 5vd
Januery. 1074, conseguent (o e
Cubilnel Mesting of 1610, Jansany,
1574, This was an extremed offoec-
live piece of Icglalatinn as acen n
Table 2.8 1w 50 Lanka Lheslnek
Statistics 1951 927 of The mintsinr
of Ageicuiniral Developmend and
Hesearch, © Official stacistica odhal-
faloes slaughtord In slaughier
houises afLocal Auchcrtsea have tap-

W o deelined - from 1874 and oo
slavghleriareenrded oo 1570 when
niiby 157 anbmals were slaughlecsd.
Imptied i dhad bulGiloes will o oo
soullipidng acd fnfodluce. Dol el
alboul e unpooducbive animals,
it e seork aod wnioals adimed
el f Where e they? Why 12 the
hufaks population declining ascom-
monly clakinedy Dbwviodshy, (Hici
slnghier s compant,

250 Illcit Slaughter

Crueloy n the gt of slaughfor s
anly tha tip of the lechorg, The Anl-
mals Act of 1353 and Crueliy o
Anlmals.Apd s framed o mmedy
thes: aspeets. Only 8 couple of wiil-
prs dn che Lask 10 manths fdentiied
miher ‘problems, When croeiby and
brubal frealment of antmals 15 wide-
spread Lo Heersed slanghier howses

"Wariaus philosophers and refigicus
ieadars tred 10 copvince their disci-
pls 2nd Followers that anitoals ans
rothing more than machings withsul
asoul, withoutigelings, Aowever, any-
one who has ied with an 557imal- be
il & dog, a bird or sven & mouse-
kraws Lzl lhis theory = e brazen s,
imvented Lo justifty crualky.”

Izaac Bashevls Slngar {(Writer}

—

umnder supsrisinnol Votormnany Snr-
grnns, surely it must-he fAr worse
where aninials are slaughterad dle-
gilly, specially slolen aninsds, Wicit
slonzbiter is aboal Soubsie recorded
slaistics as shownalmod, Alzeclion
& D nnerows poobilecs wee ddesi-
lie el Gz Milbooru il Island
of 4ty Decerpber, FR0EE, Trew drew
abfenon o oraelly b lhee mode of
Lesaprsrling winnala purctiamesd ke
ataugiler s ever crowsded Brrlos snn
cracl ireatment bBetore alaaghoer. 11-
Tl slaughlor breeds croelhr. Anid
Heil slavghtor s not restrictead fo

Muisling bistehers: Duile tghthy Gal
Uava Mithure poinls vat thatsfl fhis
15 possible becanse e comeemod
aflicials wha issue penmils o trans-
part animats for slaughler and those
whosupenise slaughiler houses and
beeel mtalls fall to.do their job hon-
eslly. They also poinled wul, fn see-
dom B0 3] Ahal “The Dilrector of
Anemal Trodiaction and Health (De-
pectment} waa reposted o e [s-
A’ un oae oecARsing Tast year [o
have sl ursitharsed heel wos
hrought o Lbe outatatsons and
sold wilh the seal of the Wiiticipel
Health Unil in Colomho beef stalls.”
Theslaughler is notauperviged rega-
larly by the localanthartties, Thersis
ng regulir inspecton of the agiuuls
brbave staaghter. [t 18 only afier the
animalsare shnghilersd thatthe fasl
is glven the slamp of e Loval Au-
thortty. Therefore, il is possible that
il aay Umnc the menl supplied tothe
kacal markets couldd be (oo “dia-
esused anhmals™. They pnint oud that
althnighaboul 40catticare reondel
as slawghtered deily i the CWC al
attolr, about 20,000 kgs, nf beel ape
sold dally in e ity beefaealls, Thal
Ta. om average, abuul 260 animals o
iy onby In Colombo.

IL = Incomipreliensible: hmw this
Direelor, Deparnment el Animal Pro-
duchionard Health conlil have made
theallegationhe a purpaited o have
made. when under the Aninads Art
b, 24 of 1958 the Gover el Veb-
crinuy Surdeons in the cnolslatons
BT fesponsible Jor issulng heallth

crriificates fer anisds purchosed
for the mweal srnkel by Wholesale
Buichers Agents ol fucanic mortomm
g pieciion al all puble glasghter
banses ouledde the Monletpalities of
Colmntp and Kandy, Tn Colgmba,
Lt sl ool Lhe Munteipality 12 placed
orl careasans for delivery 1o slalls
aller inspeadon aad aoder Wik A
thorey af the Munizipal Yelerry
Burgeona. Al mre. regiziered deder
fte Crvlon Vercrtnsny Coungil umder
the Verermary Surgeons and Pracli-
Honors Ack Moy 46 of 1858, And.
therednre, one wosdd-expecl the Td-
recinr, AP & UL Depurbnenl looget
willy snere concerm 2nd rrspnsill-
ily fur his protesslonst rollagues,

Mr. Dhunrtstasa Wijemanne of
Colmule & wriling 6 “The Ialaed ol
2674793 poinls vul het almost 31
slanghter. honses under Local Au-
thorities are Gld. unhygrinic. god
ilapickaled bunildings or sheds, He
Aske e queslion ima pregnant cows
arg slaughtéred when Covernment
and. Geml-Govermnent Veleoinary
Surgrons and Public Heolth Inspce-
tnrg are expedied Lo supervlas main-
temance of abulioins; alaughtering
and inspect Uie anbinals passed far
slanghter,

260 Slaughier Glalistics

These obsermeations of Gl Gava
Milkoaro and Mr. Wicmanng e per-
feclly vorect, lnan all island sucvey
tnceriahken B LGG8 by an expert
Crostumil{2e g1 bMeasl Producting and
Macketing G Cevlon™ appminded
fntnthy by the Miisices of Flanning
and “Agrcilture poiuled ool that
anpart from woaulbonsed animals
slavightered i celnute shedswithnt
superaision by aulhorlea. iMcit an-
mala are sisoghterul vren in wpia-
tered alabgheer boases, The wriler
wits L Maindstior of Planniog cepre-
sentalive il cunvenor of e Com-
mictes, Olwiously slulislics g want
inaccuracy becanse ilicl slaaghiler
and sales even in Lvensed sballs of
meal o wany suarees cannnt he
reearded, Therelore, to rstimate
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slaughter the method adopted was
statistical analysis of demand and
consumption of beef based on Con-
sumer Finances and Socio Economic
~ Surveys of the Central Bank™" and
Livestock Population Statistics of the
Department of Census and Statis-
tics"™ and other sources of pub-
lished and recorded data over a (10)
year period in an investigative report
(1968) prepared also by the writer
for the Ministry of Planning and
Economic Affairs titled “The Future
of Beef Production in Ceylon™. It
was established that the recorded
estimate of all island slaughter for
1967 (Department of C & S reported
even in FAQ Statistics) was 217,588
cattle and 5,177 buffaloes. This was
greally under-estimated. .

- On averaging the Colombo Mu-
nicipal recorded carcass weights®"
of cattle and bullaloes total beef con-

_sumption in 1967 was estimated to
have been 18.9 million kgs. Whereas,
according lothe ConsumerFinances
Survey of the Central Bank, beef
consumption in 1963 was 3.1 kgs.
per capita. Using this as a constant
figure for 1967 and projecting it on
the 1967 population, total beef con-
sumption was estimated at 34.96
million kgs. in 1967.

Then other factor indices were
taken into account and to obtain
34.96 million kg. beefin 1967 about
496,666 catile and 38,833 buffaloes
had to be slaughtered all island,
compared with the official figures of
217,588 cattle and 5,177 buflaloes
by the Department of Census & Sta-
tistics. The extent of recorded and
illicit slaughter are obvious. More-
over, unconfirmed figures of cured
hides in the Leather Corporation and
Pettah market was nearly double the
official cattle slaughter figures and
more than double buffalo slaughter
figures, As mentioned before the fact
that Emergency Regulations had to
be invoked (o ban slaughter of buffa-
_ loesillicitly shows the extent of illicit
slaughter.

Recent statistics also reflect the
same inaccuracies. For example ac-
cording to the ‘Sri Lanka Livestock
Statistics 1991 /92 of the Ministry of

Agricultural Development and Re-

search (December 1992) Table 2.8
beefproduction from animals slaugh-
tered in licensed slaughter houses of
Local Authorities was 13.2 million in
1986 and 12.5 million in 1987, In
this period no buffalo slaughter is
recorded. In contrast on the basis of
the Central Bank's Consumer Fi-
nance & Socio-Economic Survey of
1986/87 beef consumption was es-
timated at 24.12 million kgs. and the
Census & Statistics Department es-
timated beef consumption at 27.54
million kgs. The difference in the
extent of unrecorded, or illicit slaugh-
ter. And although no buffalee slaugh-
ter is recorded, the buffalo popula-
tionis seen tobe declining from 1988
in Table 1.8. According to figures,
beef consumption has rapidly de-
clined between 1967 and 1987 de-
spite population increase,

Accurate to agricultural statis-
tics in Third World Countries are
extremely difficult torecord and most
often near impossible in circum-
stances as in Sri Lanka in the latter
half of the last decade in a polity and
economy under seige in every con-
ceivable manner. Therefore, accepted
principles are to justify veracity on
trends in time series, intercom-
plementary comparabilities adopt-
ing realistic parameters and by
adopting statistical techniques to
justify claims made on such statis-

tics. Doubtful reliability reflects Ani-

malCrop & Livestock Statistics com-
piled by the Department of Census
and Statistcs as reported by the
Grama Sevaka Niladaries in con-
junction with the Statistical Investi-
gatorsof the department asa routine
administrative function. In an ear-
lier period the Village Headmen were
men of the area who knew what was
happening such as food crop yields,
animal disease outbreaks, cattle

thefts for slaughter etc.,

The Grama Sevaka Niladaries on
the other hand are outsiders who
keep regular office hours and in re-
spect of livestock, routinely report
stalistics from which the Statistical
Officers compile Form L2, It hasbeen
shown in the Committee Report on
“Demand and Consumption of Meat
in Ceylon” (1969} that these statis-
tics need to be adjusted in various
ways, such as standardising natural
rates of increase of catlle for in-
stance with deviation from standard
forms of birth rates and death rates
plus wastage say from reported ex-
ternal abnormalities such as disease
putbreaks. Then again recorded
slaughter must be compared with
green hides records in the Leather
Corporation and leading Pettah Busi-
nesses ' ' and justify estimated
slaughter with national consump-
tion (populatio) in terms of per capita
consumption calculated from con-
sumer Finance Survey and Socia-
Economic Survey. The updated sia-
tistics needs also to be adjusted for
age classes such as for calves, since
there is overlap coterminus with heif-
ers and young bulls and a rule of
thumb to separate out cows from
heifers in the “Other Cows” category.

In developed countries slaughter
house stalistics match hides and
skins statistics. In Sri Lanka not
much more than 50% hides enter
the trade because of damage from
unscrupulous branding and what is
lostin illicit slaughter. Still thereisa
sizeable export market. According to
the Sri Lanka Livestock statistics
1991/92 Table 3.6 * over a million
kilograms are exported annually from
1983, the highest being 1.85 million
kg. in 1984, In 1991 export eamnings
were Rs, 71.59 million,

For these reasons grave doubts of
veracity arise in respect of the live-
stock population and milch cows
figures presented in Table 1.8 in the
“SriLanka Livestock Statistics 1991-
927. ¥ A progressive 9% increase is
shown between 1970 to 1976 and
then a 7% drop by 1979 mainly

i6
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bevause of a sharp decline of "Ocher
Cras’, And mEmin Lhere 15 shown a
12% Inerease by 1989 and Usen a
siop drop of 21245 0 1%KL [
§oR0 the cattic population wis
1319900, Thet means the popula-
tiow ks was 380, 500 aniials, e
£Lming a [0 waatags by death sod
other catizes thore [5-a balace of
204 51 0amnals: The nataral tase ol
inerease s LB 10veqr averagn] M
adapling 5 standand valves didg of
ApE, ¥ That g, apudier 325704
animala, Therelore, folad popubition
desrrazcls 719541 anbmals ol wiich
aagumerd slan phier sroudd bove bees
53755 equivalent tn 3454 llivn
ks BeeTatan swermge careass weidhl
af 65 ks

The hulfako populalion shows W
atmmlac rend of lwrease wntil 1967
whert an all Lme high fignee: of
1007600 annals’  was ceached,
tae ficsl Like aonllion wag reached,

Peiliaps this is the result of the
“Dan o Slanghier under Emergency
Eegulationsof ¥971°, Buta progres-
sive <lyop I popalabion is scen Lo
have comenced from 19588 d4nd che
populatinniellin 522 300 animalain
1500, 1=

Fug ¢impaical puarposes ket us ahe
thesameyrars inTable L3 . 1339
hudfeln population was SGT 000 pe-
duced by 144 2000 G 8280 A
rabs I T0E0, Assaridint o 7, 5% v sl
ppe lhrovgh ooluml cioeses $ince
b eloes e Teudier, e 13 4 hal-
e sz el 71 TR animals, Theten
year avern2e nalnral rale efinencase
T huoffalaes 15° 10%,  That 1s,
145080 antmals. The Lotal off-lake
1z, thecolore., 236,950 andinals. Ob-
viously such o massive Juss {oooe
yeur iy olatle apninsl e bend and
buis Lo be azsanied o be imprebotle.
Azsuming, therefore, half this
numher being Hcth slagghicred,
the Lesf ofl-die will e ubxoal 14.6
miilticar ks Gl dol Gverage Carciss
weidlilol 155 kos,

Thecelorm, Wlal beel consamp-
Lok ice L8 wold have Dedn 54893

pfliop kes, cattle beeFand 1. mil-
Hom ks, buffule beelwhich together
Feguldsan-a 2.9 ks, per capila con-
sumptinn. The S0 Lanka Livestock
Seatsiea show o sharp decliping
trend  of tallle and baflfals
poputationa {Table 18] 2 Theabove
analyals suppores this tend, [Rising
mrear consumpton e alkko the o
it trend inan npon eEoreny wilk
resind urbanisatiod, growth of
eennuny dinl erease in fonaump-
B inoorne. s in populat i, meat
proccssiing industies and chaces in
fand hahats, This s graphicaly deai-
nnslmmled oo Charks 9 dod 10 in
147379 Ceisunier Filances aid
sncin-Rronomi Survey of te Cene
fral Bank:

27.0 Slaughter Houses in Sri
Linka

The 196H-68 Survevs underiaken
by the Miniatey of Flanning And Ecn-
ey Affgirs for- fhe BExpod Com-
mitree ‘on "Mear Peoduction: mod
Marketing™ ™ identifled 137¥ slaugh-
trer hotges che eountry Weencerd by
LecabAuthocities, The magority were
makeshift sheds same with cadian
confe and invanably eatrd neera
water eourse. Onldy Colnnba, Kandy
and Muwara Eliye had sheds of &
permencnt nacire wilth water on lap
e Budding yorcds fells ponds). Mo
i proveimienls hove eenuide for d
sy long g nopwithsiaediig (e
inpome the Municipaiities niake on
reatingout Maket stalls, o Rt the
Trematagoda slaghter hanseof (he
Crlnmbn Miuaicipalin had facilities
tn mropare -bloowd meal, hoine meal
and meat meal from incdible afal
Thie by produets procesaing unilt os-
Librlisbied i 1062 has ceased to fune-
Lion, Gueliied Velednare Surgeona
1l Ure Yeleclaoy THeision under
whiclyis vested Uie Colucdyw Slavgh-
ter honse and ils operalions. A fcil-
ity which is an abaolute necesslty
for a slaughler house within =
erpwded city tul is oot avallablels
aft fncineérator Lo dispose off
Inedible offal and diszased and
condemned carcasses,

Mr. Dhonnadasa Wigmanne of
Colgmban 8 one of the few wrlers on
the cattle slaughter debade wrilin g
ynder the (e "Slacghter of lving
boings®, 24740 ,/83. “The Istand™ ol-
eerven that sliesl all e skusghler
himumes wrider e Local Aatorities
wrbnvery old, unhiygrerde axcddilapd-
dared bulldings. Reporliog wliil he
alsoaald, “the real cogelly o ahiroals
i belore thoy gntor alaughlec. Aol
nuils are tethered together 1o the
open wir withast food or waicr for
hours, seeune other antinals heing
alsughlersd. e dlsy peinted out
there are foyerinneil oF seml-gov-
ernmenl appoliles Veltesliary Sur-
goons anc Heallly Inspeelors b sii-
pore e maintenaoce of e aballeirs
and slavpbiering and inspect the
health of the anbmals pas=ed for
slaughler. Therelore, he asks, “low
are pregoanleows slawghlecesd

Mro Wijesanoe ks perleclly cors=
revl, The Minisloy ol Flaning swvey
i 1958 referced o alove identified
Uais precise siloalors. 1L s a sheooe
for a couotry in which the Govern-
et repulachy bogsly of being a re-
positiry of prisbne Buddhistn and
clabmiiny [ be on e WBireshold of
becueiiang & NIC in alwad 7 years. Lo
dey weothimg abount tie ulierks prsi-
tive and unbygienic condition of
slaughter houses and the exdrome
cruelly pol ooy o the slaighler of
cotlle, huffaloes. gnats, shecp, piga
and pouitry - by the hondreds of
theirsands hut else entting up s
clolphin. dogong and turde, not dor-
delling (e kiling of wild elephania
o make way for sugar planlaiions
A e Mg Uy o YVIF S seea-
rify mmen willl AKX 47s,

28,0 Other Aspects of Berlous
Concorn

[LF A& basic problem s ooe of Joca-
Lo, Many slaghiter houses e
located in or flose o habitations
and just off husy mads for caay
apcess. Thus even chlidren are
spectators 1o the gnaesorne i
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(2) Located invariably neara stream,
the blood, urine and dung con-
taminates the water used down
stream by people to bathe and
wash their clothes.

(3}1t is not uncommon to see a host
of stray dogs and crows feasting
on thrown away inedible offal and
sometimes turned carrion and
foul smelling.

29.0 Private Slaughter and
Special Licences

According to several writers to
the press there appear 1o be miscon-
ceptions about private slaughter. By
definition private slaughter is that
which occurs outside a Government
(i.e. Local Authority) slaughter house.
There is no law against private
slaughter except in the case of bo-

vine animals (i.e. cattle and buffa-
loes) where private slaughter is per-
mitted for special purposes such as
religious festivals and commercial
business-under licence issued by the
Local Authority in the area, subject
to Veterinary and Public Health In-
spections. Any slaughter of bovine
animals without such permit is ille-
gal and is called illicit slaughter,
Every licensed slaughter house is
legal. Gal Gava Mithuro alleged that
there were private licensed slaugh-
ter houses operating, illegally.* This
is incorrect. There are no such
slaughter houses,

There cerfainly are unlicensed,
illegal slaughter sheds outside Co-
lombo.

The Butchers Crdinance of 1893
Revision 1956 in Volume X of Legis-

A BLUEPRINT FOR CHANGE

#  Try to understand the public’s current thinking and where it could be
encouraged to go tomorrow.Above all, keep in touch with reality.

#  Prioritize, set goals that are achievable, and bring about meaningful
~change one step at a time. Raising awareness is not enough.

#  Establish credible sources of information and documentation. Never -
assume anything. Check everything out at the source.

*  Never deceive the media or the public. Maintain cre.dibi[ity. Don't
exaggerate. Don't hype the issue,

% Select a target on the basis of vulnerabiliies, the numbers of animals
involved, the intensity of suffering and the opportunities for change.

*  Develop a'campaign blueprint that is realistic, practical and doable.

#  Seek dialogue. Attempt to work together to solve problems. Position
issues as problems with solutions, not as.wars without prisoners. This
approach is best achieved by presenting realistic alternatives.

# . Be r'eady for confrontation if your target remains unresponsive; if
accepted channels don't work, place your adversary on the defensive by
preparing an escalating public-awareness campaign,

- Henry Spira -

lative Enactments (1960) Section 12
provides for lemporary licences for
festivals on a fee of Rs. 5/-, It is still
Rs. 5/-. The Municipal By-Laws Re-
vision 31.8.1958 Chapter XIII para
(30) also provides for Special License
for private slaughter at a cost
Rs. 5/- :

With the emergence of Super-
markets selling specialised meat
products, special licences have been
issued to these establishments atan
annual fee of Rs. 25/= specified in
the above Ordinance by Local Au-
thorities of the area in which the
factories are located. One of these
have their own modern abattoir and
animals are slaughtered under hygi-
enic conditions and with due con-
cern for the animal. The captive bolt
or percussion stunner is used in the
slaughter of cattle and electric shock
on Lhe side of the ears for pigs.

Others have registered suppliers
who are expected to supply beef to
the factories, slaughtered in slaugh-
ter houses of Local Authorities un-
der Velerinary supervision and car-
rying the health inspection seal of
the Veterinary Surgeon or Public
Health Inspector. The seal is manda-
tory, but all meat is not from public
slaughter houses. Quality beefis in
short supply because Sri Lanka has
no beef production industry, That is
why there is a demand for cow
beef, heifers and calves (veal). In-
creasingly, large quantities of beef
are imported for the ‘Star’ class ho-
tels, foreign customers and new rich
business community by the Super
Markets.

30.0 Immediate Remedial
Measures

Notwithstanding that during the
10 month long debate the majority of
perhaps two score contributors
strayed off from the issue of the
“cruel method of slaughter” and got -
lost in puerile acrimony and bigoted
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hypoesy. a-few did wake very sen-
sible dmat o earth aod easinestly
practical mmeeomroendabons, Fog ex-
ample, Mr Handfl il i “The
Island” of 18lh. December. 1992
pointed owt thal a ficsl stop  is for
Wuslim Theolofians amd L Minis-
try of Mualim Religlous and Cultomut
Affairs fogother wath the Veledoery
CHTcera who supervss slavghiler, U
itrocuer 8 humane systesewhich
in fact 1= proscribasd oo L S,
and isnotbern pracised in S Laadka,

8314 Becommendations and
Resolotlons

I ieobwiotas that romcrlal mras-
wires to be effective must cneompass
all aetivicles cver the whole frond of
raising cacflec and bublaloes, =ale,
trans port, alughter and delmvery Lo
the market. Theee 12 oo necd 1o 1m-
pings on the meat markcong func-
i, 1 I8 adequatcly coveoed by
Municipal Py-Laws, Besides, Sl
Lanika is nows @ much proclaimed
open mivnkel econcmy, There e
slatutory enactments o regalate
every cther aspect, What Iz wanting
is effective implementation. And to
achieve this, one suthority is vital,
And thatle the Mational Livestock
Development Board, The time has
came to resmmn this Bracd, reconstl-
Lot s Do Of Dacectors aud Man-
agement, recewit necessary staff,
conmence 1ts incorpocated funetinns
and iztain fhe neorasary ooelgn aid
and expericnor toocstabilizh the nee-
easary reglonal and perpheral sbat-
todrs and tnfrestrclore onee and e
all, s achievable, The rounley is
small,

32.0 End the Malpractces and
AbuECs

All the malpracdes end ghuses
ilesdified, M crueliy o brensporl
and al the skuaghler bovses and the
glaughter of prohilkted categories of
animala are the responsibility of di-
verss officials, This ethos of coroup-
tinn ghusrs stemaing from posi-
bons of suthooty, histant malprac-

tices withgut conmpmncolon and with
Jisdain for reguilations, have grisn
Like the plague from about 19781t
engulés de partments, Loral auchar-
fies, provinctal counectls, tratic po-
Lice:, mighty privaie sscior compa-
niza, the powerful privale secloc
wholezale butchees snd at the bat-
tem level the lowly rotall hatchorm
frakernity,

Tharelore, the only effectiva
remedial measure 13 one anthor-
ity, thatis, the abattolr programme
of Lhe WLDE. Since Lhe kLI willhe
Lhie siHe opesator of paldicabactoins,
ibwill bethe ouly body purchasing
artmals for stosgtiter. Towitl eaiploy
Vetrdnary Surfeons by inspeel and
1zrur healtheertllcales at purchase
amd to stamp ihe carcasses gl lhe
Abattoira. The purchasmg olfcers of
the NLDEwillcnsure fhat ownership
1z Identified and oply pemiticd ani-
mids will ga 1o the abattoirs, The
profibited calegoies of animals
whichare purchased from cazh needy
owiters will be. zaved Gn the NLEXE
hokling fums for later reiszne for
prajects and to other farimers, This
the Animals Act and the Butehers
Chrdinance will be properly imple-
mented o the poind of purchase,
ranspuorl, stuophiter and ap Lo e
puteil uf delivery of varcnsses o Lhe
reteil real markel

Malpractices in retailing 2uch as
short welght canhe checked, 1085 3
funetion of Market Supervisars snd
Comsumer Protecton Organiaation
and e consumer publle who ander
e open mwarkel syslem are free o
exercize prelerenees. The NLDE can
aupply cleaned corcasses which will
provent e pracice of addlor med-
hle oifal for shont weighL

The other praldem which (lben
remains 18 the system of hranding
animals for identificason of cwner-
ship and maintalmng catde mogls-
lers at Lhe Jevel ol the Grama Seovala
Miluduris oud Disirled Secreladals

I

| “he beast lookad at me; the tears
| weled from my own eves, the
suffering of a dearfy-toved
Brother could handy have moved
fre preere profoundly than b was
moved by my impotence inface
of this mute agany.... The

THERE 15 KO UNSRIDGEABLE
GAP BETWEEN HUMAN AND
HONHLUMAN ANIMALS. LIKE US
ANIMALS WANT TOGET A
LITTLE PLEASURE QUT &F LIFE.
strange.and terrible man = blow
upon bl and bloed runming
Tremgagingwounds..... | 'am

with you i iy pein, my

w2akness and my longing”

Rosa Luxemburg
[emmening on ateam ol buifaloes |
That frad bean uneiercilully Rogge
by soldiers, in her 1317 lebars from
prison) [

(i coniphe et provismns i ghe Ani-
mials Art This Laen becomes the -
spon sty ol the Provinial Sonnril
Addniniatracinm.

33.0 Historical

The flrat recammendations e A
"Meet Board” was made in the Agr-
eudiural Development Proposala of
1958, fn 1967 the Mintstry of Agn-
endiure & Fud soughd the assist-
ervee ol L Mindsbry of Planning and
Econurde Alfurs to undertake s
stucly of "Deel Procduction & Marcket-
ing* itwlependent of Government of-
ficials and olhers enpgaged in Lhis
sutheseclor, The resallwas the Teport
"Ihe Fuluce of Beel Production in
Cetlon® Cotober §2G3 hichlight-
ing dwancling livestock reso e and
alaughter stalistics, aboses m Lhe
meal trace b officials and retail
butchrra and reeommending 3 “Meat
Board” aa a remedial messuee, Draft
Iegislation preparcd e the purpsse
in 19640 wraa preseated. Thiswas the
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precedent to the Expert Committee .

appointed on a recommendation of
the Cabinet Planning Sub-Commit-
tee on Food Production chaired by
the Hon. Prime Minister (The Minis-
ter also for Planning & Economic
Affairs). A jeint committee of the
Ministries of Planning & Economic
Alfairs & the Ministry of Agriculture
& Food with members from certain
other statutory bodies and the pri-
vate sector was appointed in 1968.
The report “Meat Production & Mar-
keting in Ceylon”, (1969)¥ recom-
mended the establishment of an “Ani-
mal Husbandry Board™ with wider
functions than the previous “Meat
Board” and was the forerunner of the
National Livestock Development
Board.

An all island survey was con-
ducted by fielding a well designed
questionnaire  addressed to
Govrnment Agents and all repre-
seritative local authorities followed
by an interview survey of Wholesale
Butchers, their agents and retailers,
private sector institutions in the meat
trade, several Veterinary Surgeons
involved in the market and Price
Control Inspectors. The Reportdated
23rd. March, 1969 made many far
reaching recommendations.

@Quote No. 5 :-

. “This calls for the creation of a

Central Autherity toestablishand

control a series of Regional Abat-
toirsatwhich alone could animals
be slaughtered. The authority will

be responsible for the purchase

and transport of animals to the

- Abattoirs and the transport and
delivery of the dressed carcasses
to the retail market stalls”™.

The Committee recommended
establishing a statutory authority
lermed the "Animal Husbandry
Board"which would be: 'mainly regu-
latory but for direct engagement in
the above functions in the meat
market superseding all slaughter
houses under local authorities but

not impinging on licensing and rev-
enue of local bodies nor on those
engaged for a livelihood in animal
production” and the meat market.
Notwithstanding the change of Gov-
emment, the National Livestock De-
velopment Board was established on
4th, May. 1973 to implement these
recommendations with its first Chair-
man being the late Mr, R, H. de Mel
and most of the members of the
Expert Committee.

34.0 Indo-Sri Lanka Project

In 1974 the Ministry of Agricul-
tureand Lands transferred ten of the
largest and finest coconut estates in
the country totalling 11,897 acres in
order to support the Indo-Sri Lanka
Co-operative Livestock Development
Project which gifted valuable breed-
ing stock of callle, buffaloes and
sheep to the NLDB. '

The strategy was the proven
intercultivation of good pasture un-
der coconut in order to raise live-
stock for issue to farmers and the
income from coconut set off some of
the costs of the livestock develop-
ment programme. The estates and

" other farms were also intended to

serve as “Holding Grounds” for the
abattoir programme and take in the

- good animals salvaged from slaugh-

ter for subsequent issue to farmers.
The Board was vested with another
6160 acres in (3) units for develop-
ment as holding farms. More estates
‘were added later during 1977/78
when il was decided to prioritise to
‘Estate Management’; three estates
totalling 2245 acres, After all coco-
nut is known as the lazy man’s crop.

Historically, the coconut estate
sector in the area known as the
“Coconut Triangle” defined in the
above mentioned report “The Future
of Beel Production in Ceylon” (Octo-
ber 1968) *covering the wet and in-
termediale zones was the founda-
tion dairy cattle and buffaloes breed-
ing grounds. Cattle raising under
coconut - has considerable

_intercomplementary benelit. The best
Indian dairy breeds of cattle and

draft breeds were bred and multi-
plied and was the source of supply of
animals to the many thousands of
small dairy farmers and one or two
cows for milk in a household and
many thousands of cart bulls used
for haulage every conceivable kind
of goods. The uneconomical off-
take entered the beef market.

35.0 Intercomplementary

The Land Reform of 1972 de-
stroyed much of this valuable ani-
mal breeding asset except in the
estates which were quickly trans-
ferred to the NLDB..  The writer
conceived the estates to be vested in
the NLDB and organised the afore
mentioned Indo-Sri Lanka project as
a vital adjunct to supply the lost
breeding animals and obtain other
assistance. It was never intended to
abandon the fundamental incorpo-
rated functions.Indeed the estates
and livestock programmes were
planned as complementary to the
abattoir programme. The estates
would {ake in the valuable animals
sold for slaughter and also serve as
holding and transit points for ani-
mals going to market. The outlying
farms which were established at
Parasangahawewa, Oya-Maduwa,
Welikanda and Kiriyankaliya were to
serve as cattle collecting centres and
holding grounds for the abattoir pro-
gramme, v -

36.0 National Livestock
Development Board

National Livestock Development
Board was established by proclama-
tion in the Government Gazette No.
58 of 4th. May, 1973 Part I: Sec: (1)
347, in terms of the State Agricul-
tural Corporation ActNo. 11 0f 1972,
Order under Section (2) Quote:

Para (5) “that the principal busi-

ness of the Board shall be the

processing and marketing of Live-
stockandLivestock products......”

20

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Economic Review - 1993 November



7.0 meorporated Functions of
the NLDE

Firsl Bchedule

§11 the estahlishing of lvestack -
chaaiog centrea or the purchase
of animals for meat fom five-
stock inizers ot fur prices:

zh theestablizhing ulrerional abal-
Loics for dbe sapplr of dressed
LELTL LS 5!

(3} the proceasing and markoing of
meatk and meat producta;

4] the tranapert of antmals fonm -
stock. purchasing controa to me-
picmal shattoles sod the trans-
portal dressed carcasses stamped
for denlification from the abal-
toira to anthorized dealers,

15} the ensaring ol opLmc utilisa-
tion of by -products;

6 the likensing and regalating of
the processing and mackeUng of
el awd meal products;

(7} the prepadng of gualily meal
commercial cote for sale by
pacheting and price marhing, for
diatrbicion (o muthorsed deal-
ETS,

The tollmaing pacagrapha wio?
added by Amendment Order after
Cabinel Approval inthe Government
Giazells Moo 151 of 14lh Pebruary
1875 despile oppositon from paro-
chial inleresis in the Anlmal Produc-
tico anad Ligallh Department o pre-
serve is exohastve Lo Yelerinany Sor-
geans the hacratise business of min-
ning State Livestock Faons and U
parks i dnlng 5o, especially travel
alrvid Lo porchese cattlo, and the
evenn nwore rehly hwrathe private
peactice ansdl dispensiog of drogs,
Themajor livestock Stk s weee
reminted from this depacbnent and
vested in fhe METIE eacly this yeard

(3] the import snd supply of Hee-
atoek requistica suchas breading
atock (Including samean), diges,
fond addithees, machinery aond -
plements,

[y the estahlizhment and ouunls-
nance afanintal husodoy fros,

which e i e opinlon of the
Direclors of e Board, be advan-
Lgeously tarried on by bhe Brard
ila arcilliey o dhe generel busi-
niess of the Boartd,

Thie ehuel ohjectives worr;

(1) tor he the sole sutharity for the
slatghterafbeefand mution ani-
malz in the countey and therely
BASILE -

fal vrs2olliuisace melhods ulslangh-
ter notwillistaoding ‘ewoploying
Lebbes for Liakt staogier

] eliminate the slavghtler of pro-
hibttesl categories of anuals in
the Antmals Act of L9584 0d Lhere-
fore sawe peod uictive aninals and
gilem the decline in the natiomal
lierds of cattls, buffaln and goats
arud shieep and help in geacrating
dairy development and the muil-
lert indisloy;

lcl eliminale the malpractices  and
abuses In the sale and purchase
ofaniinals far beefand the abvizes
and croelly in the transport of
animels; and

- provide wholesome snd clean
meaRt camying health cerbiticates
tn licenaed markel slafls of Local
Authoritics and packeled meat in
other froeen food cetailers.

Thoa the tbchers relail trade
business and the income af Loral
Authorttiea were fo rentain inviolate

GE0  Modern Abritolrs for Sd
Lankg

The Cabinetof Mitisters apnirovg]
on drd April 1974 by Cabinet Faper
Now 345/7]1 an authorised Capltal of
Hs, 88 milllon tachicliog a foreign
exchange component of Rs, 27 mil-
Tion which the Danlsh Crovemmnent
AANIDA) picked op frr the Al lolr
Frojecl. DANIDA sppointed B, E.
Wernbery ASS Conaultants of Co:
perhagen W prepam the abaClodr
Project ol leros of the Cringri's Lot

“powerul sacial mavemed [is]
driver by a simple moral
pasiian; animals are similar
enaugh 1o hurans o desene
sencys moral censidoration,
They are senfient beings,
entitled to dignified s,
andthey should be treatad

as endz; nol a5 means.
Frodestons ash how we can o
our pate, yet exneriment on
idenfical animals in laboratesise;
i we can cuddle cne anirmal yet
eal anidher”

- Jasper MNelkan-
Animal Rights Crusade

et reguireinenls and also sup o
the livestock aml dalrr development
progeisiune, enplement ancd operate
willdn U Goecmment's Taws aml
repulations such as fhe Aninals Aci
wf 1568, tho Cruelty (0 Antnals Ace,
EBulchers Ordinance and Muidelpal
Ey-laws, sad fit Into the mucal socio-
economls cultuie aond ethole and
religlons sensilivitbes. Al thehnt -
Iz of e cuguing debate wrere taken
caue ol - thie cruel method of slaagii-
ter, eroelly In transpoct and b
aling, votprgientc conditinns, slaughe
ter of prolibidled cete gortes sach as
pregndnl aniimals, cows o il
cahves and dliclt slaughrerand itlicit
beel in stalls, The Wheolesale Bulch-
ery [ lemmity wehich contoel the Lrade,
afler consultation with el religions
hierarchy agreed to undertake Halal
slanghler under- controlled modem
technological eonditions e which
all animals will be stonned hofore
alaughter aul of sithl of ofhor ani-
mals ete, Accordingly abatioirs were
designnd during 197476 tn intrg-
duce alaughter,

Pur instance, Yeterinwy mspee-
ticn wis 1o be mandatory beloe
purehaseand lrenapart, proper tane
and feeding ol animals was nrovided
Intransites well asin holdmg yerds;
arenals i ingle il were lo move
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into the abaltoirs; the animal which
enters the abattoir was thereafter
unseen to the animals outside; the
animal would be stunned senseless.
in the first room and immediately
hoisted with its rear legs on to a
. moving overhead rail which takes it
into the slaughter chamber where
the Lebbe awaits for the ritual which
takes not a minute, and the animal
will then move into the next cham-
ber. In as much as the animals out-
side do not see the animal being
stunned in the first room, when the
next animal enters, the previous one
on the rail is completely out of sight.

In pursuance of the incorporated

functions the NLDB was vested in
two instalments with 18,057 acres
prime coconut estates transferred

by Land Reform for its livestock

breeding programme tied to an Indo-
Sri Lanka Co-operative Programme,
and to serve as holding grounds for
the Abattoir Project. By the end of
1975 and alter review by another

DANIDA appointed foreign team of

consultants, 3 major modern abat-
toirs for high meat consumption
areas and 3 minor ones were de-
signed. And during the next two years
the foreign consultants were con-
tracted to prepare detailed time
phased construction programmes,
machinery and vehicles and railway
trucks procurement and assembly
programmes, and relevant tender
documents etc. Foreign aid was be-
ing negotiated. AND THEN BY 1978
ALL THIS HAD BEEN SWEPT UN-
DER THE CARPET.

39.0 Review

In the two years given to the
identification of suitable sites with
water, power, disposal of aflluents,
accessibility for transport of cattle
by rail and yet distanced from habi-
tations; adequate land with water
and to develop forage for cattle hold-
ing grounds; obtain and equip pur-
chasing centres, recruit and send
out stafftraining etc. There was price
escalation chiefly on the foreign com-

ponend. In the review the Ministry of
Planning and Economic Affairs also
identified a trend of decreasing live-
stock populations which decreased
beel supply. These findings were set
out in NLDB's Responsibilities in
Livestock Development and the prob-
lem of Supplies for the Abattoirs {1st
August 1975 which was addressed
to the NLDB as a Board Paper and to
the Ministry of Agriculture. There-
fore together wilth the DANIDA Con-
sultants "Hoff & Overgaard Planning
Consultants? Copenhagen” the Min-
istry of Planning together wilh the
Ministry of Agriculture set out the
following criteria for Phase | Pro-

gramme and provided for more la- -

bour intensive methods and local
fabrication of some of the plant and
vehicles to reduce costs.

L' The objective was to supply the
area of higher demand, but sup-
ply would be below demand for
beef. Therefore with increase in
price, some consumers could be
expected to switch to chicken and
pork which can satisfy demand in
the short term and fish,

2 Supply being equated to the ac-
tual rate of cattle population in-
crease, the declining trend would
be arrested to the benefit of pro-
ductive aclivities. .

3 Abaltoirs for the North and East
were not considered urgent be-
cause supply was far in excess of
demand and there was a prefer-
ence for mutton. In Phase II a few
small abattoirs in this region and
at certain points within the high
consumption area could have been
considered if the heed arose.

4. The estimated goats and sheep
slaughter exceeded supply but
being short-term, the Board ex-
- pected to develop resources,

5. Pork sales from public markets is
still quite small, much of it being

in the private trade. No Licencing

is required.

From the beginning, vested and
parochical interest from the progeni-
tor of the present Animal Production
and Health Department and its offi-
cials within the Ministry of Agricul-
ture sought to restrict the functions
and activities of the Board, for rea-
sons mentioned before. Neverthe-
less, concerted efforts by the Minis-
try of Finance and Ministry of Plan-
ning and Economic Affairs succeeded
in vesting the Board with a wide
canvass of authority covering all as-
pects linked and inter-related to its
main purpose in incorporation viz:

“lo operate hygienically, modern
abattoirs and ensure a regular
supply of wholesome meat to the
consumer at reasonable prices;
and to regulate the slaughter of
animals and also to avoid the
malpractices obtaining in meat
distribution in Sri Lanka”.

Therefore, the Cabinet of Minis-
ters approved on 3rd April, 1974, the
Cabinet Paper No. 345/71 contain-
ing the following paragraphs in addi-
tion to the incorporated functions.

(i) for an authorised capital of Rs. 88
- million which includes a foreign
exchange component of Rs. 27
million for development and a
further authorised working capi-
talof Rs. 44 million to be obtained
from commercial banks. -

(i) toamend Butchers Ordinance No.
9 of 1893 and Amendments and
Supplements thereto, the Animals
Act No. 29 of 1958 and Regula-
tions and Amendments thereto,
and any other statutory
Enactments which may interfere
with the approved functions of
‘the Board, in order that the Live-
stock Development Board may
have exclusive control in all ac-
tivities in the meat market in Sri
Lanka including powers to pro-
duce and promote the produc-
tion of livestock, transport, sell
and export meat fresh, frozen and
prepared, and regulate and li-

. cence the slaughter, sale, export
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THE ISLAMIC CODE OF ANIMAL-HUMAN
RELATIONSHIPS

Al-Hafiz B A Masri

Normajly. the relationship between
two parties is dictated -by their
appraisement of each other's worth
and quality - resulting either in mu-
tual esteem or otherwise. However,
prejudices based on colour, creed or
race often affect the process of logi-
calreasoning, In the case olanimals,
speciesism is but an extension of
such prejudices.

We often blame our early natu-
ralists for not classifying animals as
sentientbeings, yet fail to see thatwe
are doing no better in our lime. Even
these days animals are legally classi-
fied as agricultural products and
stock-in-trade. Their status remains
as ‘objects’ rather than as citizens-
in-law. In spite of all the modern
advances in neurophysics, we are
stil] refusing to accept the fact that
animals possess all those senses

which the human species possesses.
In fact in some cases animal senses
are more developed than similar
senses in humans.

The most that many people con-
cede to animals is ‘instinct’ - in the
sense of natural impulses and invol-
untary prompting loaction. The gen-
eral impression is that they have no
capacity for emotional states and no
conscious mind. Humans continue
to deny that animals too experience
mental suffering and feel emotions
such as. joy, gref, love, affection,
hate, anger etc; that they have the -
abilily to communicate, analyse and
resolve problems; that they, like hu-
man beings, have self-awareness.
Not only that, bul we know [rom
thousands of years’ experience of
our relationships with domesticated
animals that they also have altruis-

tic characteristics - even for species
other than their own, This spirit is
governed by the same laws of genetic
inheritance as that of the human
species. Most of all, [rom the point of
view of the Islamic religion, they d

possess souls, :

We are not concerned here with
the gradalion of souls, or with the
measure of their evolutionary proc-
ess in various species. The fact that
there could be as many degrees of
soul's development as there are clas-

_sifications of animal species has no
bearing upon the proposition that all
living beings are endowed with a
psychic force - a spiritualistic phe-
nomenon, called soul. What con-
cerns us here is the cardinal point-
whether or not animals possess
souls. This issue is the decisive fac-
tor when considering their status on
earth and, hence. the criterion of our
lrue-to-ife relationship with them,

All the revealed religions have
been telling us, for centuries, that
each sentient being possesses a
soul. Let us take the Islamic Serip-
ture - the Quran-which was revealed
about 1.400 years apo. The Arabic
word lor soul is ‘Rub’. Often it is
translated as ‘Spirit' when used for
animals, to give the impression that
animals do not possess the same
kind of soul as human beings. Ac-
cording to such translators, animals
have something lesser than a soul.
According to the Qur'an, however,
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It is, however, generally misun- -

derstood to apply to human beings
only. The following saying of
Prophet Muhammad leaves no
doubt that the word ‘Nafs’' mean-

ing ‘soul’ applies to animals also:

While enumerating the seven car-
dinal sins, the Holy Prophet
named the sin of killing animals
and quoted the following verse
of the Qur'an to emphasize that
animals too were included in the
word 'Nafs'.?

‘And kil not a ‘Nafs' (a being
with soul), : : :
which Allah has made sacro-
sanct- except for a justifiable
reason.’ (6:151 &17:33)

Quite a few Muslim classical
scholars have affirmed that animals
do have souls. but people seldom
have time to read such books these
days. Ferexample, one such scholar,
Muwalffag-ad-Din ‘Abd-Allah, says
this aboutanimals possessing souls:

‘The Prophet forbade the killing of
bees or of any captured livestock
lin a war].... for they are animals

with the Spirit of God [souls] in

them.....”

: The very logic of natural as well
as of moral philosophy of animal-

human relationship has tobe based

on the postulate that all living

beings have been endowed with a

touch of the Spirit of God, called

soul. Without souls, animals would
remain agricultural products and
commercial commodities - and
man will go on treating them as
such.:

The Qur'an tells us that each
species of the animal kingdom is a
‘community’ in its own right and
should be treated as such: :

~ “There is nol an animal on earth,

- nor a bird that flies on its wing -
but they are communities like
you....." [6:38) '

Furthermore, it invalidates vari-
ous other misconceptions hearing
upon the very deporiment ofanimals

- misconceptions which have always

been the cause of man's mental res-
ervations in his relationship with
animals. For example, it tells us that
they do possess the facultly of speech
and that they are not ‘'dumb’ neither
in the physical nor the mental sense.*
‘Modern science has proved by? e
tensive research that animals  birds,
and even insects do convey*their
ideas and information to each other-
if not in jeinted words and syllables,
al least in distinguishable and intel-
ligible sounds,

Anotherserious misconception
which the Qur'an has tried to put

they do have the intellect to per-
form the act of praver with a con-
scious mind.

In the final analysis, our relation-
ship not only with animals but with
ecology as a whole - whether purely
subjective, realistic or pragmatic -
has io be based on justice and eqg-
uity, There can be neither justice nor
equity in our relationship with other
species as long as we go on sitting in
judgement on them according to our
human values and norms. In the
words of the Qur'an, each species is
a ‘communily’ in its own right and
should be allowed to lay down its
own code of conduct and behaviour,

right is that animals do not pos-
sess the mental capacity to havea
conscious and cognitive mind, In-
tellect, in simple words, is the
faculty of knowing a prioriprinci-
ples. Even in modern psychology,
intellect stands for the whole cog-
nitive power of the mind-power to
know, to judge, to comprehend
and to perceive relationships, The
very fact that all animal genera
have been managing successfully,
sometimes against very heavy
odds, not only to survive but to
lead an orderly communal life for
millions of years, proves that they
do possess the intellect to do so.

The Qur'an, while telling us that

animals too offer their prayers to
God, says that they know what
they are doing. The verse (24:41)
makes it abundantly clear that

If we read the Qur'an in this con-
text and go through the sayings ol
the Holy Prophet Muthammad care-
fully, we are left with no doubl that
animals do possess all those facul-
ties which the human species pos-
sesses. They have feelings, emotions,
sell-consciousness, capacity to love
or hate.... and so on. As said before,
the question of quantum or the de-
gree of such faculties has no bearing
upon the argument.
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cenlral b them as huoso interests are t0oes And here ame o0 macalls
relevan diirrenecs belween bomans and animals, oot nberess mo sho
b protectrd by vights, awd the kgal soatis o aoneds woat be clevated D
that ol rhatecl.

Bermard Rolllos -Fiiel ol Philuosophy - Coforads Sale Unecrsite, LS54

Authnr of “Animal Righls & Hoeman Momlio:
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“The concept of animal rights is founded itheologically on the belief that God
has a right to have his creatures treated with respect. Animals have - what I call
- theos-rights (literally God-rights) because God loves and values them. All

animals have an irreducible worth because God created them. When we speak
of animal rights we do no more and no less than acknowlecdge the Crealor's
rights. We do well to remember that the creation around us is not ‘our’ world
but God's world. It is not our plaything or our pleasure garden, Human beings
own nothing in creation, not even our own life which like all life is a giftand must
be returned. Animals do not belong to us but to God., They are subjects of God's
creative love and must therefore he objects of value for human beings. Human

beings have been given power over creation not to despoil what God has made
but fo serve it and protect it. We have nothing less than a sacred commission
to serve the earth, to honour life and love our fellow creatures. To live a life
without any sensilivity or compassion for God's creatures is to lead a deeply

impoverished spiritual life.” '

Andrew Linzey- Chaplain & Director of Studies. Centre for the Study of
Theology, University of Essex, U.K. Author of "Animal Rights"

- Courtesy - Animal - Human Relationships: Some Philoso-
phers Views - RSPCA.

“Animals as part of God's creation have rights which must be respected’,
: ‘Archbishop Donald Coggan.

FIDEL'S GUARDIAN
_““

Shortly, the door of the house next to Vallejo's was opened, and (Fidel) Castro
strolled out onto the porch alone. a-long tan cigar in one hand and a gold
snaptop lighter in the other. He sniffed the air and peered contemplatively at
the uncertain sky. As he was about to light his cigar, a large charcoal-gray dog
streaked out of the house behind him and hurtled against his calves with such

- force that Castro jackknifed backward. dropping the lighter, and almost fell
flal. The dog, a young German shepherd, bounded around the lawn in high
spirits, then ran back to Casira’s side, panting and frisking its tail. Fidel,
recovering from his surprise, laughed and patted its flank, talking to it
affectionately.

I gat out of the car. Castro saw e, picked up his lighter, and came down the
steps. As we shook hands, we were knocked apart by the dog, which then leapt
onto its hind legs and put its forepaws on the Jefe's shoulders, moaning with
excitement. The dog minuetted with Castro, who staggered backward, laughing
and lighting it off as it exuberantly tried to lick his beard. :

_“His name is Guardian,” Fidel shouted proudly, ducking as the dog leapt
again. “He is not very well (rained yet! 1 got him as a puppy and raised him
myself. I think he will make a good watchdog, no? Heel, Guardian! he ordered
sharply. The dog paid no atiention “Heel! Heell" But Guardian only redoubled
his efforts Lo kiss him. “Come,” Castro said finally to me, giving up. “i must not
stand outside here. It is too exposed. Lel's get into the car”

We gol into the back seat of Fidel's automobile - the three of us, The dog
occupied haif the seat, hulking and shifting nervously, leaving the Premier and
me jammed together. Our thighs and shoulders were locked so tightly that as
we lalked we were forced to look straight ahead, unable to tum. =

- Cont.on page 35
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In days ol yara, whan the world was young
We walked in splendour, fanng none
Hohowted and loved, a nation’s prde
Lord: of be jungle, we sigod waright

Kings and princes, they coured us then
In ol and asss our days wers spent
in palace, in ungle-hamlet amd glade
Cour life was Tranqu?, it wes sae

When danger did thraaten this belovas islg
Forward wa wand 10 lay down our lives
Weery but trmphant wih oetties well-faught
Strests we paracad with viczars alaf

Iis Ales ol worship, eere nonials grend

We parlook with hancur and never a gualm
Gladly we servad and proualy we merched
Forthis iand and her people are of us a pan

Yot faced are we now with misery and deatn
Hunted and harazsed; dignity & shrecs

By bullet and by poson Brathers lie slain
Wa are a manace to rnan they claim

They grab the lend aur falhers had
They bresk up herds a4d drive us mad
They fanse uz =1 with cleclic wires
Thelt main conzem s loreign buyers

A CRY FROM HANDAPANAGALA

Miore then 150-elephants, presely lapped ina atrin o
jungla inHendapanagala, are o bé civen ot from their
aficestral tands for expangian of Palawalte Sugar Plardation

They chap down rees full centuries old
They pounce witt graaed, Hrber 1o hold
Thay cere not whether we live or die
Thay anly wan their canes ts thrive

Cur grazing fiekds grow smell each day
Gt we fael crirninals at bay

Hungry and reslisss we roam for our focd
Tarmentitg thus wil end ug for good

& batthe to sunive do we now wans
Wisdarm ol ages now eomes t2 our aid
We destroy, we flalien, B0 great our rage
Naver in fistory wora we ina cage

A burden we ieel 1o be so farge

An mssel it seemod, now times are hatsh
Our majesdic farrr, then our great pride
Pvow &n irksarne load when fieaing for fifs

Cur days are filled wilth mary & threat

A gun-shat is heard, we hold our breath
Wiith wives and babes we huddle in fear
Tha plurdering bands, do they draw near?

Each bzing on this planst has a right 1o lils
Each tonis teste, be i slupid or wise

Our laed &t us shere in & tghtaous way
Fiom ncestral bemes qon't chass us awey!

MNalinl Colonne

Lie Memiser, Wild Lite and Nature Prolection Sooety

ol Bri Lanka

Dicit

Fopinunic Ramigw - 900 Veusmbier

aundatian

~
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ACTION FOR ANIMALS
A Day in the life of an RSPCA Inspector

é

ALWAYS EXPECT THE UNEX-
PECTED' should be the official motto
of the RSPCA inspector. Making too
many plans for the day ahead is
never a good idea. One telephone call
and an inspector could find him or
herself dangling down a clifftoreacue
sheep, knocking on doors to

investigate alleged acts of cruelty or
simply giving advice. The one cer-
tainty in the job is that there will
always be more than encugh work to
keep busy.

On a deserted farm in Cumbria
all is quiet. The Pennines glint in the
distance and unperturbed sheepam-
ble about the fields. But looks can be
deceptive. According to persistent
local rumours, shocking acts of cru-
elty to animals take place behind the
old dry stone walls. If the rumours
are true then dozens of cats have
been sacrificed to train a marauding
" pack of fighting American pit bull
terriers living on the farm.

RSPCAInspector AlanGreenand
two police officers from the local po-
lice station in Cumbria are at the
gates ready Lo go in and uncover the
truth, Tip-offs like lhis can often
help in catching the perpetrators of
cruelty to animals, They can also
prove to be the resuit of over-active
imaginations. But like all RSPCA
inspectors, Inspector Green has fol-
low up every lead. :

As the officers search the farm
looking for signs of life, they comie
across a careworn but scarless mon-
grel. It may not win the title supreme

champion at Crufts, but neither is it
trained killing machine. The officers
continue their search. They call at
the main farmhouse but no one is

‘home. They examine the outbuild-

ings, looking for signs of fighting
activity. But they find nothing. This
was a false alarm but the next call

~ could be the real thing.

Incidents like this prove that life
for an RSPCA inspector, whether in
urban areas or rural districts like
Kenadal, is never dull. Inspector
Green has been an RSPCA inspector
for 18 years and has been stationed
in Kendal for almost four years. “It
took a lot of adjusting to get used to
Kendal. With four other colleagues |
cover such a large area from Lanca-
shire to the Scottish borders-so1can
find myselfdealing with only three or
four calls in a day which doesn't
seem like much, but having to travel
quite a distance to atiend each one”,

The job of an RSPCA inspector is
not for the faint-hearted. Being ex-
posed to cruelty every day and hav-
ing to deal with the darker side of
human nature can lake its toll on all
but the toughest. *I was mad about
animals when [ was young. Bulat 15
you don't realise that so much sul-
fering goes on. When I started this
job I quickly realised that being sen-
timental was not in anyone’s ‘inter-
ests. You have to be prepared lo

‘make some tough decisions other-
- wise you can be adding to, rather

than reducing the problems,” says
Inspector Green.

Cruelly to farm animals makes
up the majority of the inspectors’

work in the Kendal area but some-

- times they are called out to deal with

the unusual. “A sure that it is not in
any danger.”

Rescues are also a common part

~ofan inspector's job in this area. “We

do a lot of wildlife rescues around
here especially swans. It is abso-
lutely marvellous when you save
animals and release them back intg
the wild.”

But for every rescue, there is a
wild goose chase. “We area lot busier
in the summer and we call it the silly
season. Every ‘lost’ sheep and ‘sad’
looking donkey is reported. People
who come here for a holiday often
don’t have contact with these types
of animal and they think that they
are witnessing cruelty when in fact
the animal is quiie happy. But we
can’t afford to ignore these calls.”

Inspector Green also deals with
his fair share of domestic cruelty
cases. He is on his way to a local vet
to find out puppy which had just
been chucked out on to the road with

 its legs bound together I just cannot

understand why people would want-

to do something like that.”

Not all cases end so tragically. A

golden Labrador called Amber, which

had been starved untill it was only

- skin and bone, was saved from cer-

tain death alter Inspector Green re-
ceived a tip-off. Carlisle magistrates
found the owner of the Labrador,
Jan Doran, guilty of causing unnec-
essary sulfering and fined her £ 150
and ordered her to pay £ 100 costs.
She was also banned from keeping

= Cont.on page 37
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MIXED BLESSINGS OF EXPORT PROCESSING

ZONES

Winrich NEUMANN
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Further it must be considered that
the employment creating capacity of
EPZs has to be seen in relation to the
existing employment in the country,
EPZs employment accounts for only
1.4% of total employmentin the coun-
try, therefore the influence of EPZs is
still relatively marginal, In addition
it has to be taken into account that
it cannol be proved that there is a
direct causality between the emer-
gence of EPZs and the jobs created in
the EPZs. In other words it could be
argued that jobs in the EPZs could
have been generated by the normal
industrial development process, even
without the creation of EPZs. .

Considering the elfects on export
earnings and the balance of pay-
ments, it is evident that the main
export earner of the Sri Lankan EPZs,
the “textile and wearing apparel” in-
dustries are extremely dependent on
imported input which results in a
limited net foreign exchange earning
effect. Despite the gains inforeign
exchange, it can be argued that with
a vertically more integrated, better
planned and implemented industri-
alization' policy higher met export
earnings could have been achieved.
A positive sign in this respect is the
growing diversification within ‘the
EPZs during the last two years: less
impertdependent industries are be-
ing set up, resulting in hlgher net
export eamings,

Despite a relative small value
added in the textile-and garmentin-
dustries it can be concluded that the
expanded production in this sector
has had a positive impact on the
economic growth of the country. With
a GNP per capita of US$ 550, Sri
Lanka is leadifiy the South Asian
countries. According to the study
the benefits could be even hlgher if
growth can be promoted equally out-
side the EPZs, as well through im-
pulses for promotion of the develop-
ment of infrastructural projects and
supply mdustnes

The results that EPZs have on
technology transfer must be charac-

terized as marginal. This can be ex-
plained by the nature of the installed

- industries, Despite some efforts at

{raining by certain individual enter-
prises, from labour intensive pro-
duction methods like in the textile
and garments sector only a limited
technology transfer can be expected.
The said inhouse training results
may be very useful for an individual
enterprise and be quite useful for the
trained person, but they have virtu-
ally no effects on the industrializa-
tion of the country, As the main
culprit for this failure the study iden-
tifies the specific settlement policy in
Sri Lankan EPZs, objective of creat-
ing jobs has been given unmitigated
priority over the technology transfer.
Yet this lapse has been recognized by
the BOI-management and hopefully,
in future more priority will be given
to the objective of technology trans-
fer.

With globally liberalizing tenden-

cies and enhanced opening of coun- -
tries for enterprises, people and prod-

ucls, especially the Asian countries
haveentereda period of strong, some-
times even ruinous, competition for
Direct Investment (DI}. Despite the
fact that incentive-schemes for DI
are quite similar in most countries,
Sri Lanka has achieved fantastic re-
sults, eg. DI growth in the years 1991
and 1992 has shown a three digit
increase. This competltlon edge is
due in part to a comparatively effi-
cient bureaucracy, a stable Govern-
ment, low wages, literale labour elc,

in part to 5riLanka’s mf-mberbhrp in
several international Organizations
or Agreements (as well as 18 signed
bilateral investment trealies). With
this Sri Lanka guaran tees the inves-

tor security and preferential treat-
ment in international trade.

For an assessment of the social
effects of EPZs the study monitors
the following subjects; Women la-
bour, unions, payments and social
security, and the general circum-

stances in which workers of EPZs

work and live,

First it has to be realized that
most EPZs workers are women. The
women who work in the EPZs are
mainly young, unmarried, have no
working experience, they come from
rural areas perceive their industrial
employment as temporary.

Although union activities are not
allowed in the EPZs, some rare strikes
can be observed. Normally they are
quickly and effectually terminated.
For intra-enterprise conflict solving
processes there exist the so called
“Joint Consultative Councils”, these

« councils are helpful in communica-

tion between employers and employ-
ees, but definitely they cannot be
taken as a substitute for the exist-
ence of unions.

Compared with many other coun-
tries labour in Sri Lanka is still quite
cheap. The wages paid are interna-
tionally competitive. Due to several
governmental incentive schemes and

- voluntary agreements of employers,

many workers in the EPZs receive
about double of what is paid by
enierprises that donot have the BOI-
status. This means that the EPZs
provide their workforce with consid-
erable cash that will flow back into
the national economy via consumer
spending. Since in Sri Lanka all
employers have to make their contri-
bution to the EPF and ETF this is
alsovalid foremployment in the EPZs,

- The working conditions in enter-
prises with-BOl-status are often bet-
ter than in those that are not under
BOl-slatus. SriLankan Labour Laws
have a high standard and they are
fully valid in the EPZs. In addition,
the governmenit has introduced sev-
eral programs to increase salaries in
various branches or to introduce
other benefits like the prov:smn of
tea, meals etc. Concernmg the work-
ing conditions, some of the enter-
prises visited must be categorised as
extremely good and even the less
spectacular cases have to be qualj-
fied at least as good or acceptable.
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The most-¢riocil eiveks of EFSs
rari be ohsérved ootskle EFZa itsell;
pamneely o lhe environroent where
tie workers [Especially the amomen
wirkersh Hve The lodng comcdibiona
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THE QUALITY OF HUMAN PREFERENCES

g growing _n'eed for quality

assured consumer products the

world over. Althouigh the word qual-

ity might have many connotations,
quality products are generally ac-

cepted as safe and effective for their -

intended use and benefits should

_outweigh risks. However, the old

saying "One man's meat is another
man's poison” still holds water. 1t is
- the degree of excellence of a thing.
that matters. Intelligent consumers
look at specification of their pre-
ferred commodities,

Scarcity, inaccessibility and

inaffordability are the links of a
vicious circle that limit equitable dis-

tribution and consumphon of hlgh

- quality products.

Lack of unbiased mfonnatlon for
the commuter in making correct de-
cisions about his needs often leads
to purchasing poor quality goods.
Due to powerful advertising cam-

paigns and unethical labelling of -

goods, the common man could be
easily rmsled This is a sad situation
~ when one considers essential foods
and drugs. In the case of drugs the
common man has little choice, as the
drug is prescribed by a doctor. Only,
over the counter drugs are available
to him for picking and choosing.
Even in this, the detailman could
; mﬂuence his preferences. ;

The very concept of measuring
living standards in terms of what
people prefer in food, life style, cul-
ture, recreation, etc. as well as pri-

- orities, differs on traditional or
other grounds among countries
in general and between peoples of

capltahst and soc1a.hst countries in

Particular ! -

= Senarath Tennakoon

Thereare preferential dlITereﬂces

in the higher and lower wage earners
- in many countries. The wage differ--

ences are wide in the U. 8. and UK.
There are unemployed people. There

~ are human segments in the welfare

category or on charity. Hence, meas-
uring the average income or the GNP

_per capita in order Lo undersiand

the meaning of the standard of living

-ofa country or community would be

* The developing

- countries need not attempt to meas-
~ure their standard of living by ob-
- serving, how close they approach the
‘UK. orz: any other counLry s stanchrd

less meaningful.

of living, -

Demands_ and t_i_eeds are numer-
-ous. Economic, social, health, cul-

tural. politicaland educational needs
have to be satisfied al various stages
in one's life. Sometimes the needs

mine the quality of human prefer-

- ences. However the econamic, edu- -
- cational and social status of a com-

munily has a crucial bearing on de-
termining its standard of living. The
crucial importance of health and

social indicators such as the infant -
mortality rale, life expectancy at one

year, maternal mortality ratio and

the literacy raie has been identified _.

by many social scientists in develop-
ing countries. It has been found that

~ econorhically poor countries. could

achieve better health and social
standards by careful and prudent

implementation of sccio-economic’
plans with judicious use ofavailable -
TESOUTCES.

Rich mdustn'ﬂlzed societies are

~_now becoming victims of poor health

due to preferenhal OVEr consump-

- tion of aflluent diet rich in foods of

animal origin and refined cereals.
The affluent diet contains more total
fat, saturated fat and cholesterol.

However, developing countrieswhich

still preserve the traditional vegeta-
ble and cereal rich diets could enjoy
healthy lives as long as they keep
away from imitating the life styles of
the affluent nations? Cultural an-
tecedents are equally important.

- Thequality of human preferences
depends on -educational and
intellectiualachievements, economic

- strength, and priority needs of a
- mature individual.

However, the
availability and accessibility of de-

sired commodities as well as the

easy understanding of unbiased in-
formation are important condition- *
ing factors limited to the selection of i

Lol e '--esscnnal items of life.
become so desperate that they turn

out tobedemands. Very oflen politi-
cal reforms and upheavals deter-

Information is cruical for éatisfy-
ing one's priority needs. But misin-
formation about norms, standards,

©criteria, parameters and specifica-
“tions by way of coloured advanced

- commercial advertising techniques -
is wldesprcad in the business ori-

ented world, There are numerous

. _ brands of commodities for one prod-
- uct with an identical formulation,

There are fake and counterfeit prod-
ucts which could mislead the con-

- sumer. The same company which
- produces a reputed brand product
_ could produce several fake and coun- -
- terfeit products and blame others for -
_ it. ‘We live in a world of show busi-
-ness and imitations. Monalisas are

found everywhere for different prices
and people tend to satisfy their needs
according to their fancies and the
availability of easy money.

2 Quality is _geﬁe_raliy éoétly and

quality products should meet the

- intended use of the product to meet
the desired objective. The responsi-

bility of all countries and all indi-
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anrrval of a liveshle enviconment
respecting the rights of all, In diis
way aloae the opportiily 1o live and
enjoy lile could be respecled. This
approach goes beyond our fenecs-
tiom.  Ethical limitations nerd $o
shatior the foroes of techaoeratic
individualism,
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ucts, lack of inlormation, lack of
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mhabaants, The provision of low
cost gquality sssentéal services and
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bonally acerpted produc L standarls.
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Lig companirs, The Lack of row
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fied trained manpower and sgquip-
mentin noer eountries wounderake
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Hon practices after l=ad wthe cmeor-
geoee of Tow guadity produels. 1n-
precedented technical advancemenis
have oprnod new appoctuniics for

icnprmAng qieality slundonds perbain-
Ing tnzecvices and produrts, Knowl-
cige becones apachranistic and
nbgalete unless thers 18 4 pegennial
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verlure the agcepled norms and
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walld reach new dinensions.
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