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PRIVATE TUITION IN SRI LANKA :

A New Style of Education Today
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The Present Status of Private Tutoring in

Sri Lanka

n 1969 Sri Lanka celebrated the
Siyawasa, the centenary of the
establishment of the Department
of Public Instruction responsible
for general school education. The
number of schools has now topped the
10,000 mark. Free education was intro-
duced in 1945. A free mid-day meal has
been provided, il not continuously, at
least fram time to time. Concessionary
travel has been permitted to school chil-

dren patronising the state train androad

{now peoplised) passenger services.
Scholarships covering board and ledging

have been offered to a large number of

students selected every year on need and
merit. Free school textbooks and free
school uniforms are now being provided
to most school children.

In the context of these measures
undertaken for the spread and advance-
ment of education, it may be a little
incongruous te record the existence of a
lucrative and substantial market for ex-
tra-school tutoring, commonly referred
to as ‘private tuition’. The least under-
stood aspect of this Incongruity is that
this market is, to a very great extent,
patronised by young people already in
full time attendance at school, in addi-
tion to ex-school students.

In Sri Lanka it has become a very
common occurrence thatalarge number
of school children of all age groups and
form levels receive some measure of ex-
tra-schooel tutoring in subjects taught at
schools either before or after a full day's

study at school or, as happens some-
times, both before and after. This extra
input may be in respect of one or more
subjectscurrently being studied at school

- and may be received in any one or more

of the following ways:

{f} Individually, on a one to one basis
from a visiting tutor at home orat the

tutor's residence,

(i} Asamemberofa group meeting with
a visiting tutor at a group member’s
home or at the tutor’ residence.

{tii} As a member of class conducted by
an individual tutor.

{iv) As a student in attendance at a "pri-
vate tutory’ run by an academic or
non-academic entrepreneur.

While the above are the more com-
mon forms of extra-school tutoring it is
possible that other forms too exist.

Private tultion has become a fast
growingand increasingly important phe-
nomenon in Sri Lankan education, It is
now considered more or less a necessity
by both students angd their parents, at
the primary as well as at the secondary
level. Three national examinations rep-
resent particular “pressure points”
namely, the Year Five Scholarships Ex-
amination, the GCE Ordinary Level Ex-

_ amination and the GCE Advanced Level
_Examination. For students not already
attending a school of repute, success at

the Year Five Scholarships Examination
will bring a place in a good secondary
school with er without financial benefits

Professor Ariyadasa de Silva

depending on the extent of need. Doing
well at the GCE Ordinary Level Examina-
tion assures one of being placed in the
Sclence or Commerce stream. Passing
the Advanced Level examination with a
respectable aggregate provides the pass-
port to a good university education lead-
ing to much coveted professional qualifi-
cations. :

With these possibilities in mind it is
no doubt the ailm of every parent in this
age of competitive education to see that
his child excels in his studies. This way
arises the demand for private education
in order to prepare students for the above
public examinations. The private tuition
industry in Sri Lanka has become wide-
spread and powerful enough to be con-
sidered a “shadow” or “parallel” educa-
tion system posing a confident challenge
to the established education system.

The current status of private tuition
in Sri Lanka is a reflection of the close

- connection between examination results

on the one hand and both educational
and occupational destinations on the
other. Performance at important exami-
nations determines whether students
remain in the educational system quali-
fying for high paying and high status
jobs or enter the workforce at lower in-
come and status levels. Further exami-
nation scores are used by the University
Grants Commission and other high in-
stitutions and employers alike in re-
cruitment and placement decisions.

The most popularly percclved benefit
of private tuition is the added strength
for students to pass examinations ob-

taining good grades, leading to univer-

sity admission or employment. Individual
private tuition can help the weaker pu-
pils by providing more attention in their

4
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Tutors, like teachers in school, can
differ in their teaching ability, effective-
ness, motivation and dedication, leading
to differences in the quality of tuition
produced. It is generally assumed that
those students receiving tuition from
tutors of standing, either individually or
in small groups, receive a higher quality
of tuition than made available fo large
groups. [tis seen that students from low
socio-economic status groups have less
access to quality individualised tuition.
There emerges thus a two-tiered provi-

slon and availability of tuition, a high-
quality tuition for the urban high SES

groups with small families and a poorer
quality tuition for the rest. Those from
the high status and high income groups
_are able to avall themselves of the serv-
ices of the best tutors in the industry.
The poorer groups, on the other hand,
have to settle for tutors whose services

they can afford and who live near their

homes, cutting down or eliminating alto-
gether the expenditure on transpott.

The disadvantages of lack of access
to quality tuitlon are further entrenched
through the shortness of the period dur-
ing which tuition is available to these
groups, Generally the urban wealthier
soclal groups are in a sound position to
provide tuition from an early age and on
a continuing basis while the less privi-
leged groups have access to tultion later

in the school career and often only spo-

radically, generally prior to important
examinations.

Thirdly, the possible adverse effects
of high pressure tutoring on the physi-
cal, psychological, moral and social
growth and development have attracted
‘public attention and politicians, educa-
tion officials andreligious and civic lead-
ers have voiced their concern. Children
have to be away from home for most of
the time affecting the close relations and
the bond of affection between parents
- andchildren. They have to rush from one

tuition class to another after school with-
out proper food or rest. After tuition they
return home ratherlate and tired and are
thus denied the free time needed to ex-
plore their own personal interests. Very
“often they are left without any time for
religious worship and observances. In
factreligiousleaders are demanding that
tultion centres should close on Sunday
moming to enable the students to attend
" Sunday School. The comparative freedom
and the liberal atmosphere within which

some tutorles are conducted coupled
with the opportunity to be away from
home for long periods may promote un-

. desirable involvements. Fears have also

been expressed that this freedom could
lead to indlscipline both at school and at
home.

phen enon of private tuition and its
incidenice and consequences be exam-
ined fully in order to generate informa-

I%%:slimportant, ‘therefore, that the

“tion that will inform policy decisions.

The subject of extra-school tutoring
has attracted comment from many in
different places. However, published re-
search in this area remains meagre.
Pararajasingham in a study limited to
the Jaffna Peninsula found a total of 39
private tutories in the Peninsula, in 1980,
They were known by different names
such as Institutes, Centres, Tutorial
Colleges, Halls, Tutories, Kalagams and
Academies. Twenty three tutorles out of
27 visited by the Researcher had on théir
roll a larger number of school pupils
than non-school going pupils. This es-
tablished the fact that private tuiories
were: conducted parallel to the regular
schools. These private tutories functioned
in additien to tuition classes conducted
by Individual tutors in their own homes
and tuition services offered by tutors
who visited homes.

A very high proportion of students
studying in the Ordinary Level and Ad-
vanced Level classes in schools sought

private tuition.

GCE (OL]  GCE (AL}
Numiber inn Sample 275 271
Number taking tuition 200 236
Percentage S 87.1

There was no significant difference
between the proportion of pupils from
government schools and that from pri-

“vate schools obtaining tuition. All sub-

Jects taught in the regular schools were
taught in the private tutories too with
many of them giving an important place

to the teaching of Science and Math- -
ematics. Practical work was not gener-

ally undertaken,

The methods of teaching adopted by
the-tutories were examination-ortented. -

First, the tutors made an attempt to

cover the syllabus in its entirety, stress-

ing on those sections "important for the

‘examination”. Once a section was com- -

pleted all the questions relating to that
section set at past examinations and
other possible and.probable guestions
were discussed in class. The pupils were
then tested on thatsectionand the marks
reported to the parents. The answers
written by the students were then dis-
cussed in class.

The special examination service "of-
fered at the end of the course was per-
haps unique”. It was seen that “at the
end of the course seminars are held and
competent persons from the University,
Chief Examiners'in varfous subjects and
authors of popular textbooks are called
in to deliver lectures on ‘how to answer
examinations’ and to discuss important
issues.” Practising teachers, undér-
graduates, unemployed graduates and
retired teachers (specially those who had
retired prematurely and those who were
available socon after retirement), in this

. order of preference, were selected by the

Directors of Tutorles as teachers of their
institutes, a special effort being made to
recruit‘peoplé who were upto date with
their work and who could be popular
with students,

Although these private tutorles were
already well known they still advertised
through ‘a number of different media:
newspapers, radio, posters, cinemaslides
etc. In addition to attractive advertise-
ments the tutories adopted other means
too to win publicity and to keep them-
selves constantly in the public eye some
of them being -

(i} Celebrating religious festivals within
. their premises,
(i} Arranging talks by persons distin-
guished in various walks of life.
({ilt} Organising sports meets, plays and
other occasions for people to get to-
gether.

The owners or directors of tutories
preferred to establish their institutions
in close proximity to schools so that it
would be very convenient for school chil-
dren to attend them. However, it was not
every owner or directorwhosucceeded in
obtaining premises as desired.

The parents expressed great confl-
dence in private tultion. They said that

~ tuition was essential to obtain good re-

sults at public examinations.Tuition was
a must if one wanted to enter University
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THE EMERGENCE OF PRIVATE TUITION IN

SRI LANKA

~ Professor Chandra Gunawardena

rivate tuition in Sri Lanka has
rapidly spread in all directions
- Into all geographical areas of
the country, to embrace all
levels of the formal edueation

system and all subjects of the curricu-

Ium so that it is often referred to as an
alternative system of education, which
parallels the instruction imparted in the
formal school. Even though this phe-
nomenonis not specific to our country, it
is more common in the developing world
where issues of opportunities for higher
education, employment and social mo-
bility have assumed volatile proportions.

1.0 The Changing Educational
Scene since Independence

The introduction of free education
from kindergarten to university level, the
change in the medium of instruction
from English to mother tongue, and the
expansion of the school system, notably
of Central Schools (Madhya Maha
Vidyalayas) and Maha Vidyalayas with
scholarships supporting the able but
needy children, gradually enabled the
policy makers to realize their objective of
expanding primary and secondary edu-
cation in Sri Lanka. This led to “a revolu-

tion in rising expectations” as in many a

. developing country. The school census

figures for the census years from 1953 to
1970 reveal the phenomenal expansion
that took place (Table 1).

It was clear that more children were
-enrolling in school, participating in for-
mal education for longer perfods, and

obtaining educational qualifications.
These figures may not indicate the per-
centage of the age groups who never
enrol in school, who drop out of school
early and who leave school having failed
1o get any gualifications. Yet when taken
in isolation, the table records the phe-
nomenal expansion of educational op-
portunity in the country.

2.0 Educational Expansionina
Socio-economic Context

The motivation to obtain an educa-
tion comes from the perception of possi-
bilities for social and economic advance-
ment that the educational qualifications
will ultimately lead to. In a situation
where opportunities for employment are
available for all who obtain educational
qualifications at different levels, indi-
vidual satisfaction and a smooth transi-
tion from education to the labour market
will be the cutcome. If the converse is
true, however, if unemployment of the
educated were to occur, the response to
education and its perceived outcomes is
bound to undergo change.

During the 1960s, Sri Lanka faced a
virtual economic stagnation. External
borrowingswere used to bridge the grow-
ing foreign exchange gap and by 1970,
more than 65 percent of the borrowings
‘was required for servicing and repay-
ment of debts (Ministry of Planning and
Employment, (Srl Lanka), 1970). The
country continued to mairtain welfare
measures, (in spite of thegrim economic
situation) which became more burden-

some with the rapid growth in popula-
tion. :

The stagnant economy could not ab-
sorb the overwhelming number of job
seekers entering the labour market esti-
mated at 120,000 per annum. (Ministry
of Finanace, 1971). During the period
from 1963 to 1971, one million entrants
had jointed the work force. The fact that
the characteristics of the new entrants to
the labour force inrespect of their educa-
tional qualifications had undergone a
drastic change introduced a new dimen-
sion to the problem of unemployment,
(Table 2)

" Unemployment was not only a prob-
lem of youth, it was fast hecoming a
problem of educated youth. Despite this
foreboding situation, increasing educa-
tion had led to a rise in occupational
aspirations, so that increasing numbers
of school leavers aspired for white-collar
jobs, away from unrewarding manual
occupations. The Seers Report reported
that the majority of university students
preferred public sector employment and
gave as their reasons the security, the

‘pensions, the freedom and special fringe

benefits (ILO, 1971)

Contrary to these expectations, what
awaited the educated youth was not a
secure job in the public sector, with
prospects of social mobility and eco-
nomic advancement, but longer perlods
of unemployment, leading to hopeless-
nessand powerlessness, compelling them
in the end to settle for jobs with lower
remuneration and social prestige. The
situation was further compounded by
the keen competition for restricted uni-
versity places [even though the number
of universities and the intake had in-
creased) which led to a decline in the
percentage of A.L. qualifled applicants
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the minimum qualifications for entry
into universities. The eligible candidates
had either passed in all four subjects or
passed in three subjects obtaining not
less than 25 marks in the 4th subject. In
the case of both these categories, the

aggregate mark had to be more than 180.

The total num_ber admitted was 8970.

The cut-off marks for admission into
different university faculties given below
are indicative of the very keen competi-
tion prevailing at this level.

W. A. de Silva and assoclates (1991)
in their comprehensive study of private
tuition in Sri Lanka asked their sample
of students what made them take to
private tuition. The reasons given by the
G.C.E. [A.L) (Year 13} studentsare shown
in Schedule L

The above responses depict two [ac- .

ets of the private tuition phenomenon.
One, voiced by higher percentages of
students was the belief that tuition pre-
‘pares the students better for examina-
tion and to obtain higher marks. Second
refers to the complementary role played
by tuition in assisting students to cover
syllabuses. A high percentage interpreted
the profitable use of free time as devoting
such time for studies.

Table 2

_ . Unemployment by Educational Level
Age ] Educational Level
' No schooling Primary  Muddle oL AL+
15-19 65 31.8 48.5 11.5 L
b 3.0 13.5 45.1 34.8 3.6
All Total 5.5 22.5 44.6 24.1 3.3

Source: Socio-economic survey, 1969/70, Dept. of Census and Statistics, Colombo.

Faculty Cut-off mark
[{Colombeo District)

Medicine 266
Bio-Science 241
Physical Science 242
Enginieering I 286
‘Enginering [ 276
Veterinary Science 269

| Dentistry . 262
Agriculture 3 249
Architecture 213
Arts : 243
Management : 201
Law : 281
Commerce é 273
Quantity surveying 270

3.3 . G.C.E.(A.L.) Examination

If a student aspires for a university
education due to perceived benefits from
higher education and/or in relation to
subsequent employment, G.C.E..(0.L.)
Examination assumes importance be-

Schedule II

cause the entry into the G.C.E. (A/L)
course, especially to particular curricu-
lar streams, is determined by his per-
formance at the O.L. examination. Nor-
mally, a place in a prestigious course in
aprestigious schoolcan be obtained only
if a student obtains distinctions in all
subjects. In addition, a pass at G.C.E,
{O.L) has now become the minimum
qualification for entry to white collar jobs
in both the public and private seclors
and for admission to trade courses in
government technical colleges etc. The
desire Is not, therefore, simply to obtain
a pass certificate but to pass the exami-
nation with as many “distinctions” or
“credits” in the individual subjects as
possible.

In the study referred to above (de

Silvaetal, 1991} it is noteworthy, thus,
that of the seven reasons given by Year
13 students as impelling them to take to
tuition, 5 were repeated by Year 11 stu-

- dents also. The only deviations were in

the 6th reason -“all students who learnt
from my tutor have passed well” -and the
7th - “the amount of subject matter
taught in school 1s not sufficient to pass
the Examination’.Only 1.4 percent of the
responding Year 11 students had given

- the 6th reason, but 56.1 percent agreed

with the 7th.

The above responses clearly show
that students take tuition on account of
the crucial importance of passing G.CE.
(O.L) examination at a level of high
performance,

3.4  Scholarship Examination ét
Year 5

Over theyears, the examination domi-
nation of education has trickled down

further, even up to thelevelof Year5.The - -

Year 5 Scholarship Examination is nota
compulsory or a qualifying examination,
but the vast majority of children appear
for it on account of the power it has in
changing one's educational future. Suc-
cess at this examination confers the fol-
lowing benefits on the student:

(1) The chance to join a popular school
in the metropolis, a provincial capi-
tal or any other important town.

 These popular schools provide a
better economic environment and
facilities than other schools.

{2) Children whose parental income
does not exceed Rs. 6000/- per
annum are paid an allowance of Rs.
1000/ - perannum towards food and
lodgings and other expenses.

{3) Successful students studyingin pri-
vate/assisted schoolsare offered the
chance of joining a school in the
state sector.”

As a result, it is only a negligible
minority of children in the entire country
that do not sit this examination. In most
schools, the teachers provide a substan-
tial amount of additional instructions
both during schoolhoursand after hours

- in preparing students for this examina-

tion. There is a great demand for private
tutoring, in the two subjects for this

Cont. on page, 24 ;
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Impact of Private Tuition and the Educational
Challenges of the 21st Century

Dr. G. L. 5. N_anajrakkﬁm
Mahinda Ranaweera
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In the Sri Lankan school system, it is
expected that the above mentioned com-
petenciesareachieved through the school
curriculum. More specifically, the school
curriculum is designed to impart a gen-
eral education giving comprehensive cov-
erage to these competencies through the
conventional school subjects such as
languages, science, mathematics, social
studies, health and physical education,
aesthetics and life skills/technical/vo-
cational subjects.

The objectives of the school curricu-
lum can be examined systematically by
using a taxonomy of educational objec-
tives covering the three major domains:
cognitive, psycho-motor and affective. In
more general and non-technical ferms,
- these three domalns may be said to cover
the learning that occurs in relation to
acquisition of knowledge, development
of skills and ahilities, and inculeating
values and attitudes respectively. Edu-
cational objectives provide an explicit
formulation of the ways in which stu-
dents are expected to be changed by the
educative process, i.e. the ways in which
they will change in their thinking, their
actions and their feelings.

The taxonomy of educational objec-
tives for the cognitive domain has been
formulated by Bloom et al as follows:

1. Knowledge (Factual recall)

2. Comprehension (including trans-
lation, lnterprctatlon and extrapo
lation)

3. Application

4. Analysis

‘5. Synthesis

6. Evaluation

These objectlves are not only the
goals toward which ‘the curriculum s
shaped and toward which instruction is
guided, but they serve also as criteria
and specifications for evaluating learn-
ing. In this regard, the taxonomy of ob-
jectives is useful for evaluating the effec-
tiveness of private tuition in the total
educational system.

The aims and objectives of school

education can also be examined from
another perspective - that of functional-
ity and relevance to everyday life. The
status of the curriculum with reference
to its functionality and relevance to vari-
-ous needs of the learner may be ascer-

Table 1
FIELD of DOMAIN Cognitive Psycho-motor Affective
APPLICATION _ {knowledge} {Skills) {Attitudes)
{some examples only),
Academic Passport (Exams) 1 = 3
Home and Family Life 4 L L]
Health and Sanitation 7 8 g
Employable skills/Abilities 10 11 12
Use of leisure/Cultural 13 14 15
Activities /Sports
Citizenship 16 17 18
etc-etc 19 = -

tained through an analysis such as in

Table 1.

In this grid, cage 1, for example,
represents the factual knowledge re-
quired for examination and certilication
purpeses; cage 5 represents the skills/
abilities needed for a good home and
family iife; cage 18 represents the atti-
tudes that need to be developed for good
citizenship.

A comprehensive and meaningful
general education programme at school
level would be expected to cover all the
cages in the above grid, within the limits
of theresourcesavallable for school learn-
ing. Hence, this type. of analysis would
serve as a powerful instrument for evalu-
ating the effectiveness and impact of a
general education programme mcludmg
private tuition.

In the context of the concept and
objectives of general education discussed
above, it is worth, at this stage, to exam-
ine eritically to what extent private tui-

“tlon fulfils those objectives.

Students go for private tuition mainly
to be coached for competitive public ex-
aminations to obtain the “academic pass-
port” which is expected to provide access
to the modern sector employment mar-
ket and to a secure and comfortable life.
Hence, the content of private tuition is
not concerned with the broad curricu-
lum designed for a comprehensive form
of general education but is confined to
the specific content which is examinable

with the present type of written examina-
tions conducted externally In their ef-
forts to galn popularity among the stu-
dents, tutors concentrate on those con-
tent areas which have a high probability
of generating questions at public exami-
nations and stress on 'probable ques-

_ tions' rather than on the entire syllabus.

The content coverage is therefore limited
to the examination oriented content ar-
eas popular among examiners.

Looklng back at the competencies,
educationalaimsand cbjectivesand other
characteristics of general education, one
may conclude that private tuition does

- not fulfil the requirements of a broad

general education because:

{a) it does not attempt to impart the five
‘basic competencies stated above.

(b) it is limited to the cognitive domain
and does not pay adequate attention
to the psycho-motor and affective do-
mains.

{c) even in the cognitive domain, it is
mainly confined to the lower .levels
such as factual recall of knowledge
and comprehension without paying
much attention to the higher levels -
analysis, synthesis and evaluation.

{d) 1t caters to a very limited fleld of
application with the emphasis of cage
1 of the grid {i.e. knowledge needed for
examinations) and very little is being
-done to cover the other cages in
Table 1.
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observations to oral, practical or written
procedures. Sometimes it may not be
possible for the teacher to select appro-
priate learning activities for a particular
pupil without collecting specific and de-
tailed information. This deliberate gath-
ering of information for teachingis termed
‘diagnostic assessment’. Usually, diag-
nostic assessment will not be necessary
for all stidents, at all times; but will be
needed when more general formative as-
sessments fail to indicate activities from
which pupils can learn.

By studying what type of errors indi-
vidual pupils commit and the patterns of
errors the teacher will be able to diag-
nose thelr misconceptions or learning
problems, and prescribe appropriate re-
medial measures. :

Usually, summative assessmentsare
ccarrled out to determine the extent to
which the pupils have mastered the
material taught.

Through the preceding discussion

an attempt has been made to make it

clear that several information on the
teaching-learning processhastobe gath-
ered, at various points, in different ways
In order to progress effectively, and to
determine the extent to which learning
takes place. To be fully effective there
must be a feedback mechanism to tell
the pupil, teacher, and parents what has
and has not been learned and why. Also,
the best feedback systems should in-
clude suggestions for remedial and en-
richment activitfes.

Letusnow consider towhatextent do
such feedback mechanisms based on
sound assessment procedures existina
Private tuition class. There Is evidence
that systematic evaluation and monitor-
Ing of progress of pupil learning is mini-
mal in private tujtion classes.

Thus, it seems fair to state that pri-
vate tultion classes without systematic
assessment mechanisms can be benefi-
cial to only a small proportion of talented
pupils attending them. Such classes fail
to identify learning difficulties and mis-
conceptions of the majority of pupils and
pay little or no attention to remedy them.
Hence it is difficult to conceive how pri-
vate tuition could provide an effective
learning environment to students hav-
ing learning difficulties.

As Glaser (1986} points out, today's
and the next century's challenge is to
teach successfully all the diverse chil-
dren and youth who have become the
active concern of our education system.
Dropping the reluctant or difficult learn-
ers will not be a viable alternative. We
must assure that our most talented and
most difficult students optimize their
learning,

An increasing demand is evident for
private tuition at all levels of general
education. A study on secondary level
children attending private tuition classes
(Manchanayakaand Nanayakkara, 1986)
has revealed percentage of pupil's seek-
ing tuition is moere among children pre-
paring for public examinations, the per-
centages being around 75% for Years 11,
12 and 13. Challenges offered by the
public examinations can be seen as one
determinant favouring private tuition in

8rl Lanka.

It has been pointed out that the gen-
eral education programme is expected to
promote development in not only knowl-
edge (cognitive domain), but also skills
(psycho-motor domain) and attitudes (af-
fective domain). However, the majority of
our evaluations in public examinations
is confined to the written mode only. As
written examinations are not capable of
evaluating skills and attitudes satisfac-

 torily the emiphasis received for the evalu-

ation of these aspects is very low in our
public examinations. This gives rise to
severalissues. On the one hand as evalu-
ation is narrowed down to one aspect
only, it cannotbe considered asvalid. On
the other hand such evaluation prac-
tices leave room for private tutors to
coach children to score high marks at
the examinations by providing correct
answers to standard or known type of
items despite the lack of basic under-
standing of concepts and principles. Al-
though short-term success is
possible,effects caused by special coach-

Ing or teaching for the test can have long

term undesirable effectsamong children.

B. Conc!usioné

In the light of above discussion on
the aims and objectives of general educa-
tion, learning-teaching process, exami-
nations and evaluation, let us consider
the effect of private tuition on the total
education system. :

It was mentioned earlier in section 3
above that the content of private tuition
does not meet the criterla of general
education. In fact, it vitiates the aims
and objectives of general education in all
three domatns-cognitive, psycho-motor
and effective and is limited to rote learn-
ing geared to examination requirements.

The examinations themselves are
designed to test only a limited set of
objectives, mainly confined to the first
level of the cognitive domain-knowledge,
while not giving due recognition to the
higher levels such as application, analy-
sis, synthesis and evaluation. In any
event, externally conducted written ex-
aminations cannot test psycho-motor
skills, attitudes and values. Hence, pri-
vate tuition and examinations support
each other, while undermining the aims.
of education.

Private tuitjon causes another type of
problem in classroom teaching. It has a
negative influence on classroom disci-
pline and attentiveness. Students will
niot pay adequate attention to the class-
room lesson cenducted by the teacher
either because he has already covered
that topic in the tuition class or because
he expects the tuter to teach it more
effectively. The study conducted by the
Ministry of Education referred to earlier
shows that the majority of students,
particularly in the higher grades state
that the quality of instruction in the
tuition class is superior to that in the
school. This has a negative influence on
the respect they have for and confidence
in the classroom teacher and his teach-
Ing. Such an unsatisfactory state of af-
{airsin the teacher-pupil interaction leads
to a further deterioration of classroom
teaching resulting in a vicious circle
where negative student behaviour and
non-participation in the teaching-learn-
Ing process leads to poor quality teach-
ing, poor quality teaching leads to pri-
vate tultion and private tuition leads to
negative student behaviour in the class
which in turn leads to further deteriora-
tion of classroom teaching and so on.

The most devastating effect of private
tuition is its effect on the learning styles
and study habits of students. The
“spoon-feeding” approach adopted in
most private tujtion classes destroys all
Initiatives on the part of the learner to
grapple with problems and develop his

14
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Some Psychological Aspects of the Private
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Consider the chances afforded the
Sri Lanka child in his middle childhood,
of achieving these developmental tasks.
Parental obsession with the Scholarship
examination, the inordinately high lev-
els of achievernent required to make the
grade, and in particular, to secure a
place in the coveted school invariably
results in the child being initiated to
tuition at a very young age. Immediately
after school the child is rushed to tuition
class aflter a hasty snack. At tuition, his
skills and abilities are relentlessly pitted
against those of his age mates, for com-
petition is the name of the game and the
prowess of the tutor rests on the results
he produces. The age appropriate devel-
opmental tasks such as building whole-
some attitudes towards oneself, learning
to get along with peers, developing con-
science, morality and a scale of values
stand a very poor chance in this climate
“ of cruel competition. However, balanced
personality development and psychoelogi-
cal well-being during these formative
yearsiscrucial, for adult personality and
behaviour patterns are in the making,
during childhood.

A central characteristic of human
development Involves coping with physi-
cal, psychological and social stress. Mas-
tery of stress promotes healthy develop-
ment; the inability to cope successfully
has the opposite effect. Children must
acquire the basic sense of self-confi-
dence and self-esteem that comes from
the successive mastery of the stresses
and challenges that life poses at succes-
sive age periods. On the other hand,
excessive siress which the youngster
may not be able to master with his own
resources alone, may also have serious
developmental consequences. In such
situations, it is the responsibility of the
caregivers and community institutions
and agencies to recognize the problem
and give the child the necessary support
and additional resources he may need to
cope successiully with such excessive
stress. The resources available to cope
with stress and the manner in which
individuals actually cope may be impor-
tant factors influencing patterns of posi-
tive growth and development as opposed
to the onset of a host of psychological
and somatic problems.

Lazaras and Folkman [1984) define
coping as “constantly changing cognitive
and behavioural efforts to manage spe-

cific external and/or internal demands

thatare appraised as taxing or exceeding
theresourcesof the person”(p.141). They
point out that managing stress includes
accepting, tolerating, avoiding or mini-
mizing the siressor as well as the more
traditional view of coping as mastery
over the environment. Coping is not lim-
ited to successful effort but includes all
purposeful attempts to manage stress
regardless of their effectiveness. It is in
this sense, of providing a purposeful
means of managing stress that the tui-
tion system becomes supportive to the
student. !

However, there is considerable varia-
tion in styles of coping that characterize
an individual's responses and the spe-
cific coping efforts displayed in a par-
ticular stressful context. The child's cop-
Ing efforts will be constrained by his or
her psychological and biological prepar-
edness to respond to stress. Therefore,
the consequences of ‘coping with the
help of the private tuition’ may be poten-
tially harmful, in the case of certain
categories of children,

Let us consider Type A behaviour in
children and adolescents; children’s type
A behaviour has been conceptualized as
‘a distinctive style of coping with poten-
tially uncontrollable events’, Emphasis
is placed on the three major behavioural
components of Patlern A - Competitive
achievement striving, a sense of time
urgency and impatience, and aggres-
sive-hostility. Viewed from a develop-
mental perspective these patierns in
childhood and adolescence are seen as
precursors of coronary heart disease in
adulthood. Descriptions of the anteced-
ents of the Type A coronary prone behav-
four pattern have been focussed on per-
sonality styles or traits as determinants
of coping behaviour. The Type A behav-
iour pattern observed in children closely
parallels the style observed in adults,
especially in situations in which indi-
viduals feel threatened by a loss of con-
trol. Type A children make more efforts to
control, when threatened by a loss of
control. High levels of Type A behaviour
are inversely related to empathy level in
children suggesting that the competi-
tive, impatient and hostile feelings asso-
ciated with Type Abehaviour distract the

individual from concern about another's -

welfare.

Parents, teachers and peers often
volce: their concern for the health and

well-being of just this kind of child and
adolescent, categorized here as Type A.
For the type A adolescentin A.L. classes,
for example, threatened by loss of con-
trol in a deadly competitive, all-pervad-
ing examination fixation, the high-pres-
sured tuition system offers a tempting
bait. We are famillar with the high-
achievement oriented, intensely competi-
tive A.L. student obsessed with seeking
out the ‘best’ tutors for each subject. As
mentioned earlier, he may feel compelled
to be tutored by even four or more tutors
per subject; The strain thus imposed on
the growing adolescent, both physically
and mentally can be potentially harmful,
in the short and long term. Physical and
mental burn-outisvery likely. The strain
imposed on the adolescent's information
processing system by this infermation
overload may very likely throw the sys-
tem out of gear, The adolescent becomes
an automaton distanced from the reali-
ties of social-emotional inter-dependence,

- empathy and other pro-social tenden-

cles so vital for balanced personality
development. And all the while, his can-
didature for coronary heart disease is
being strengthened!

What toll does private tuition take, of
other vital aspects in a child's develop-
ment, like leisure-time pursuits, peer-

" interaction and other social relations?

On the average, a majority of the student
respondents in the research study cited
earlier, agreed that because of private
tuition the time for TV, radio or video and
other hobbies is limited; also that time to
spend with friends and neighbours, to go
on trips with the members of family is
limited. However, in the psycho-social
development of the childhood and ado-
lescent years, leisure-time pursuits like
play, exercise, hobbies and other recrea-
tional activities, and, intra and inter-

. personalrelationship experlencesinvar-

ied contexts are vital.

Man, as we have long been told, does
not live by bread alone, norcana growing
child be denied the psychological vita-
mins of sheer enjoyment and delight in

- play without compromising his capacity

for living. A wise man said once, ' play is
the child’s response to life’ and this re-
mains profoundly true. Play is not only
the child’s response to life, it is-his life if
he is to be a vital, growing, creative
individual. The child who plays is en-
gaged upon what to him is most impor-
tant and his play should be encouraged
and above all, respected.
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Child Stress in Competitive Examinations

Scholarship examination.
designed for grade five level
school children is con-
ducted annually In Sri-
Lanka to select the most
intelligent children o be admitted to so-
called “Super-Class” schools. Parentsand
teachers take an immense interest in
training their children for this examina-
tion as this is the gateway to higher
education. For a child of 10 years, itisa
tough, difficult and stressful expertence.
Children have to prepare for this com-
petitive examination, from the beginning
‘of their primary education, following a
tight time schedule enforced either by
parents or by teachers for training after
school hours. Unless children are well
tutored, it 1s belleved that it would be
extremely difficult for a large majority of
them to get the desired marks. Imagine
the difficulties a child of seven years has
- to face when he is more or less forced to
attend afterschool classes.

It has been observed that many
school children of this age group seek
medical attention for various symptoms.
On careful questioning, it has been re-
vealed that most of those symptoms are
functionaland definitely related to stress
during preparation for this exam. This
stress is mainly related to pressure of
worl, inability to fulfll the expectations
of parents, teachers and other associ-
ates. It Is essential to identify the stress
factors of such children in order to diag-
nose a functional disorder.

It was decided to conduct a case
study to assess the stress factors of such
children in relation to their exams. To
fulfil this purpose, children brought
to Paediatric Clinics of Base Hospital at
Chilaw were interviewed during a period
of 3 months, Interviews were conducted
in the form of informal discussions but a

Dr. H. T. Wickramasinghe
Consulfant Paediatrician, General Hospital

Sri Jayawardanapura

pre-designed simple questionnaire was
used. It was extremely difficult to get to
the point straight-away, as these chil-
dren were often unable to reveal their
misery in the presence of their parents.
Even in the absence of their parents,
they often denied their fear and anxiety.
In order to overcome this problem we
made them to understand that this dis-
cussion has nothing to do with their
illness, but was related only to their
studies and examination. We deliber-
ately omitted any discussion of symp-
toms, as our main objective was to iden-
tify the stress factors.

The study found 18 children with
functienal symptonis orsome syniptoms
in relation to the exam. The majority of
them complained of headaches, fainting
attacks or blurring of vision. Some of
them had more than one symptom as
explained in Table No. 1.

Table 1
Symptoms Analysis

Symptom No. of Children
Headache 10
Blurring of Vision 5
Excessive tearing 3
Vertigo/Dizziness 3
Chronic abdominal pain 4
Joint pains 1
Muscle pain 1
Fainting attacks/Fits 5
Exacerberation of wheezing 2
Insomnia 4

Out of the 18 children with symp-

toms in relation to thelr exam, 7 were

males, while the balance 11 children
were females. This indicates that com-

pared to males, female children were
more prone to stress.

When the parental occupations were
examined, alarge majority of the parents
of these children were engaged in middle
class and lower middle class occupa-
tions. (See Table 2)

A fact revealed by analysing the par-
ent's occupational pattern is that out of
these 18 children, in the case of 15
children (83%) either the father or mother
or both parents were teachers. With this
data it is observed that while the middle
class children were mostly affected by
this problem, within this social class,
teachers’ children were more sertously
affected. -

The observation that comparatively
middle class children are highly affected
by the problem, is supported by the
pattern of income distribution of these
childrens' families too. For instance out
of these aflected 18 children, 16 (89%)
belong to the families where monthly
incomes range from Rs 2000/- to Rs.

5000/ -,

The majority of these 18 children
with symptoms in relation to the exam
had good performances in their school
work. For instance all of them except one
were within the 1st ten in class, Five of
them were lst in the class.

Most of thelr parents had very high
expectations from the Scholarship exam-
ination. Parents of 10 children wanted
themto get very high marksat the exam.
Of these 4 parents expected their chil-
dren to be within the first 10 in the
district, Not only the parents, but alarge
majority ofthe teachers of these children -
{15 out of 18) expected them to dowell at
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Cont. from page. 7
engage private tutors on payment basis
for preparing their wards for examina-
tions. The poor parents’ children suffer
[or they do not have the means to pay
exhorbitant fees to private tutors.”

In 1990-1891 a major study on ex-
tra-schoel instruction in Sri Lanka was
undertakenwith IDRC supportby a team
of researchers comprising in the main of
members of the Faculty of Education,
University of Colombo.*

A summary of some of the important
findings of this study has been incorpo-
rated in what follows:

The organization of tuition

The study classified the alternate
approaches to tuition by parents’ in-
come, for different subjects. When indi-
vidual subjects were concerned the ma-
jority of the students stated that they
attended private tutorles for their tui-
tion. It may be that the tutories were
manned by expert tutors who had made
aname for themselves in their individual
subjects or the students were attracted
by the lower [ees charged, than for indi-
vidual or group classes. A consistent
pattern of higher percentages of stu-
dents from lower income grotips attend-
ing tutories was evident overall. Even an
all pervasive phenomenon like private
tultion was seen to take different forms
to cenform to stratifications in the soclo-
economic environment. The well-to-do
parents were able to secure individual or
small group tuition for their children.

The class/year in which tuitioning
commenced

The proportion that commenced tui-
tion at the primary level was rather low.
The highest percentage, 30.4% had
started tuition in year 10 which was the
initial year of the 2 - year G.C.E. O-Level
course. These students must have been
‘propelled towards private tuition by the
belief that additional coaching was es-
sential to prepare them for the first pub-
lic examination they were to face. In
contrast only 6.8% of the total sample
had commenced private tuition in year
12, the initialyearof the 2-year G.C.E. A’
level course. This may be due to the fact
that the vast majority had already com-
menced tuition by this time. Only 4.2%
of the total sample had commenced tui-
tion in the primary level.

- Table 3
Average Tuition Expenses per Month by Year Level
Year Total number of Total amount Average amount
‘students obtaining  paid per month  per month
tuition
Year 11 547 Rs. 67,906 Rs. 124.31
13/Arts 220 Rs. 17,085 Rs. 77.56
13 /Commerce 202 Rs. 24,599 R 12198
13/Science 267 Rs, 76,968 Rs. 288.27
Table 4

Total Amount of fees paid by Students by Socio-Economic Status
Socio-Economic Less than More than Total
Stafus Rs. 250 . Rs. 250

No. % No., %
Upper class 258 418 M e e BT -
Upper Middle 185 77.4 54 226 239
class ;
Lower Middle 357 89.0 44 11.0 401 .
class

Lower class 451 96.4 17 3.6 468

The background and qualifications of
tutors -

The restricted sample of tutorsin the
study precluded the possibility of mak-
ing any generalizations on the basis of
their characteristics. Yet it was seenthat
among the ten tutors six were science
graduates and two were arts graduates.
The gualifications of a tuter would be
examined by students and parents only
in relation to the grade level in which a
student was studying. All tutors engaged
by AL students would be preponderantly
university graduates, if not totally. The
fact that the prevalence of tuition was
found fo be greatest in the 12 Science
stream, most probably points to an over
representation of B.Sc. graduates in the
tutor population.

The selection of tutors
*  The following evidence from the par-
ents as to how they selected a tutor for
their children was available :

No. Percentage
Newspaper advertisement 23 8.3
Posters, hand bills efc. 70 254

Friend's advice 54 196
Tutors' direct offer of

services bR 014
Friends’ children 0= 254

Perceptions of tutor's teaching in gen-
eral and in relation to the teaching of
the teachers in regular school

The researchers undertook a very
detailed enquiry, calling for the students’
responsesinrespect of each subject. Out
of the 21 subjects under scrutiny at the
A.L. and O.L. only in three subjects did a
proportion of over 50% say that the tutor
taught better than the teacher at school,

Logic {year 13} 74%
Commeree ~ (year 13) - 54%
Economics  [year 13) 54%

Moderate proportions of between 40%
and 50% have stated that the tutor taught
better than the teacher at school in the
following areas: '

English {year 11) 43.0%
Commerce  (year 11} 44.0%
Zoology {year 11) 44.0%

What is even more significant is that
very low percentages of students per-
ceived the teaching of their teachers at
school to be better, never exceeding 18
percent, and that a considerably high

. proportion, more than 40 percent [ex-

cept in Logic and Economics) had stated
that they did not see any dilference. A
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Yoar 10 50 e 115
Talal 9.1

[l was geen that the sludenis 1 the
SRIILE Spenan avczafe of8. | haursper
wrek onittoring but thiz avermpgs varsd
T graddn mnd stecam. Lo ysr 18, Lhe

Senes slream tmposed the pretesl
Fressize o Lhe slhudents, Admost ovics
thean ||:-ur|1.|:-f||'r|=.=|'.r|_'|_| b B eI oG
stdent azed wven Lhree Hmes (he Howe
spenl By anArts arudent was spenl by 2
SBelerce sludenl oo ailion

In the case of Year 5 suudeniz the
imlormaiian cecclved  regacdiag  the
numteral beurs spent en tulten prer
weak g shiawas in Tahble .

Distance from home fo tultion cles:
time apent on trevelling

Ofien swadeata are called open 1o
savel samne dhslamee Tom Lok te the
Tl af e buition elass, earepl I Lhi
raze ol Lie farounate few whio can aliond
Iehe falsred at home.

The large wwjenty of Year L1 stu-
denls; mare than T9% In eneh sifxert
stiled thas 1helr tuitlon clisses wers
hocaler i close procindoy to theie buares,
Jess tam Tve miles sumy

1z the czae of Yeai 13 stodenis (he
varrest.urdlng aroportions of stilerils
VoLt Cossiderably Tewer, TRNgIng from
4%, [or Accounts to 67 it iddhlst
Ciyilanl=an. Thiswould ndieate thicl even
chough varving propacions of exudents
could be bicwe lling annre Ghian tem mitles
[rorm home far tuiton of may s be
fodie iang mneeh hardshigs on Lhe msjorie
di the slitdenta.

Methods of Tutorlng

The stidenils wers nresented with
ihe Lolewing aeven Lularing sizajeples
and-asked by indicate those nsad by [Redr
Lty baching the different subjec:

i. [rilia and execoisus

2. Providea cxanitinatm sl ians sod
made] answors

& Develes Ume to grestioning wnd re-
spondmg bo questlans

4. Proviclss printed notes asnd specin)
aupplementany teacking materlils

5 Exploaiis threagh Jecfurea

B. Gitwee homeweik drl marks them

7. lses audle-vianal alds aeed olher
Laachig suicls

The method ofwachizg appenringas
i s 1'ar-[ILL'|Er Arnong tdtors, ag per-
ceived Tyt shudenla, difera from strecin
Lo st s wibhln ach etrcam fivin

subjech 1o subject. Yet 12w synilesmnt
that across the =% subjocta L 135
eoce the strategy ernerging as the mast
rapilar gppearcd ta be the provsion of
eturninabian questons and madel an

awers, Culy dn Lhe Leaching of #hyvases
difd devoclon af thoe e quesitona and
cespanding to questions siarkue a5 (he
oiust peputar methed used pusting the
proviston of exzurinallon quesicne and
reacde]l Answera dnte Second ace, In
bisth 15/ Commence and Fear 11 wdnills
and exesvises’ was seen 88 the mothed
maes oiten uged, the emly excepllons
bring Cemmeree and Pelitical Ecienee in
the frener and Mathematles o the lat

ter. In 1300cls the situativer geeinel
more diffiesad. it sHY, a0 theee sob-
Jecta, Stibaly Histary and Political Scl-
snce provisien af exazrinallon questions
amnd: model answers agpesired o be he
mst prevalenl. Cooche whole the v
methodes abiove nuentinned were shown
ws the melhoeds fEvouied by talnrs whiis
bi E5fCwnrnerar explainlng walay tis
l=cture method was alse pepulsc with
Ihe tulers, The least used methed n
resperl ol all subjects and all streams
wad the use el andio-vizual aod other
alds. Thus the dala clesely plopoints
private tuition to i an dndusioe wiiath
dicscted  towards siceess gl examina-
Lirmis.

The tulurs aflirmed that thzee msthoris
wors micst canranty uaed:
Cipal sxplanatieis
Geiling slurrnls to anawes past exasmd
nathon pagsrs
Sellng excrelsesfasimmenls and
wirrkinE Lthem

Crzly wet D lors stated that they wers
usirgg i visual alda, conflning the
dence wf the sludents that s was s
nhad very sparingh used. The tators'
Tesponses hnlicalsd g stloatlon where
lsnching was carrresr pnlalih oral ex-
plamalinns well-apaced Wit exeralses 0
a3slgnonen s elesely grared ta the prepa
caiinn of stuclesls ot exaninabons

Thie finaccial aspect of prlvate toition

The Year b atudents prid maiher Loy
Tl lees, 3% Jeas than R 8000 par
ik il 264 hatoree it Ba, 50,00 0
Fe. 10000 per mrnih,. Students i the
L3FBetence streamm Iepded te pay higher
fees lhan the athers This §4% of 187
Suierae stutdents had stited thal They
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were paying between Rs. 200 and Rs.
250 per month and 18% had stated that
they pald more than Rs. 250 per minth
for private tuition. This may be due to the
perceived difficulty: of Seience subjects
atYear 13 level and/or the relative secar-
city of graduate tutors competent to pro-
vide private tuition inScience subjects at
Year 13 level. Table 3 shows the average
tuition expenses per month by Year level.

The examination of the level of ex-
“penditure for tuition by individual sub-
Jjects too showed that tuition at Year 13/
Science was relatively more expensive.

The quantum of fees that a parent
would be prepared to pay for a child's
tuition could be a function of socio-
economic status also. Table 4 gives the
cross-tabulation of the total amount of
fees paid by students acecording to their
socio-economic status, family income
being one of the components incorpo-
rated in the index of socio-economic sta-
tus. In this table the amount of fees is
classified under two broad groups,

~namely, asbeinglessthan Rs. 250 month
-and more than Rs. 250 per month. -

The above table indicates a direct
relationship between the total amount of
fees paid and the socio-economlc status
of students. Thus as percentages of stu-
dents paying high fees had steadily in-
creased as their socio-economic status
rose the converse hasbeen true for those
paying relatively lower tuition fees.

Perception of tuition by students

The responsesindicated thatan over-
whelming majority of students in both
the grades andall streams viewed tuition
positively. They found it an important
activity for which attention had to be
given, It helped them to improve their
methods of study and was thus helplul
in their studies. An interesting paradox
appeared In the case of 13/Science with
65.0 percent of the students stating that
they did not like taking tuition. When
Juxtaposed with the high percentage
(88.0) of the same group who agreed that
taking tuition was important to them it
brings to light that at least in the 13/
Science stream the majority of students
considered tuftion to be anecessary evil.

Parents’ yiews on private tuition

It was noteworthy that only 27% of
the parents thought that tuition was

necessary to pass examinations. One
third of the parents did not think so while
the rest were not sure. When asked
whether tuition classes provided a better

- education 46, 7% wasnotsureand 12.3%

disagreed. Only 41.0% agreed. Similarly
when asked whether if they were able to
afford it they would send all their chil-

dren for tuition the large majority (65.7%)

disagreed and 11.9% remained non-com-

~ mittal. Only 22:3% agreed, Indleating

that tuition was not looked upon by the
majority of the parents as an Invaluable
experience which all children should be
exposed to. ]

The majority of the parents, however,
were opposed to the suggestion that tui-
tion should be banned. Taken as awhole
parental opinion did not indicate a ser-
vile dependence on private tuitionbut an
acceptance based on a practical assess-
ment of benefits,

Teachers’ views on private tuition

The predominant majority of teach-
ers sampled did not agree that tuition
was extremely necessary. A majority were
willing to accept the need for tuition with
certain reservations: only the weak chil-
dren should be subjected to tuition ad-
ministered by qualified tutors,

The effects of private tuition: stu-
dents’ view

The responding students appeared
to be champloning the cause of private
tuition, for high percentagesranging from
69 to 93 have stated that private tuition
had enabled them toobtain higher marks,
raised their educational aspirations, al-
lowed them to acquire more knowledge,
to do the class work better and to engage
in studies with confidence. This was
confirmed by the very low percentages
stating that they found the subject mat-
ter evern more complicated due to prlvate
tuitien.

. Amoderately high proportion of 13/
Arts students (43%} and a majority of
13/Science students (55%} admitted that
tuition left little time for studies and
school work. Did the high estimation of
private tuition lead to a lowering of the
level ofappreciation ofthe teachers'work?
The students were united in rejecting
such a notion. In all sub-groups, with
the sole exception of 13/Science, the
majority of the students disagreed with

this suggestion, Even in 13/Science, 80%
of the students maintained that they still
paidattention to the teacher, even though
the topics had already been covered by
the tutor, and 49% disagreed that learn-
ing received from the school had become
less valuable.

In the perception of the students
tuition did not lead toa significant loss of
control by family members, making of
friends with persons of the opposite sex
or observing of ‘fashions and styles’. A
high percentage of students in all groups
affirmed that the opportunities for spend-

- ing any time with friends and neigh-

bours, to attend to personal chores or fo
go on trips with family members were
limited due to private tuitior.

Only in 13/Arts did a majority of
students feel that they had time to read
for relaxation and appreciation. In the
other groups considerable high propor-
tlons of students admitted that their
reading was restricted due to private
tuition. Similarly a high percentage of
students in all groups maintained that
oppertunities for making use of radio, TV

.and video were limited due to private
‘tuition. :

Except 13/Science, all other groups
did not find the extra burden of private
tuition on top of normal school work to
be exhausting or unbearable. The high-
est proportion in every group indicated
that private tuition helped to lessen the
frustration resulting from competition.
In 13/Sclence a moderately high per-
centage {42%) stated that they were un-
der pressure because of too much work
butin the case of other groups the major-
ity denfed that they were under any
pressure. This is probably indicative of
the fact that among the different streams
atyear 13 the heaviest competition is felt
and the difficulty level of the subjects of
study is perceived to be very high in the
13/Sclence stream.

Apart fromthe direct effects of taking
tuition on top of the normal schiool work
students had also o contend with the
possible ‘angry’ reactions of their par-
ents if the students failed to obtain the
expected results, A moderately high per-
centage of students {46.0%, 44.0%,
43.0%; 46.0%) in all the sub-groups
were ‘worried that the parents would

turn angry if they did not obtain good

results in spite of private tuition pro-
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¥ided =i hich-eeat. A ohic gaims ume
relatlvely sumller propociions ndieatsd
thetr wary thal They rmghs fall the ee-
arminater: 0 Bpine of sevelving prhrae
Tuithore G dnencing thie wrath ol the
ParCtiia, The oy indieated, howee
sver, thatthege pavekaingival sllects fad
nol heery cenveited inbe physiologicsl
allewenit sl wven 0 the foron ol Frecurent

hcadaches,

The mascslgnifieant oot of private
Llion appeared ta by maising of dhe
emizninalinn sooerca, Yob W pursil af
thia objective, ctherwalnabie zapocta of
secfalizattan. developrenl nl parsanal
qulii=s iad enhanoement of o HE]
0 diver s arens tended o T neglectes.
[n o puesal of o mdrca'w conespian ol
"sdueatiof” spudente had been cotepelled
to farge-waluable cpperiuriifes ferpar-
sl et h, A '|-l.'|L|I:'rI|1'.;-T' il th=lr Fuuzl
zora and  the utlization - of available
cprachanides for enhancement cl-azs:
thetle eapabilitles.

The effecta of private todtion: Parenta'
viEwm

The parents agresd Ihatthe childien
appeared Lo e meae 86l confldent as s
veault ol being Lilaged succesalulhy. They
dld net agree that thewttlnde afekldren
luwards school teachers b wrdergane
any change dac o patclmiion in pri-
valz Tullen: They did st cseern smy
sich change of attioade.

In the eyes ol the perents the clil-
dren appeared to have developed scctal
relatonships brider 28 & reacit ol wiking
tuitian. The majoriy ofths pavencs vele-
memidy mjected the Idea that the chil-
drem had heenindluenced towaards node=-
sirabile behavlour Foaned Spei by o)
ery, Lrenking af riiss efr.. aga cean o af
going Jur Tinllon.

The patente were 0ol quite sire ns Lo
whether the lme avafleble fer sporis
aeieies and for cliskes suck as muate,
swlbnming and elecution had been ce-
etrlefed as o result of tultion. Flowsver,
gerivitied such as waiching TV, Ligtemilz g
L the mdla, aseockating with fr=nds
the netghbourhorst, gaing on tops with
the Tamily coc., wees seen by & high
peceenlage of parents. theudh ol s
majarity, as Heving beto reattieoed dos
o tudtlar.

" The parenls were divided o thels
epintan a3 ta whethsr childoen expen-
eneed exhawseian doae ta toillom,

o tae whale the views of parents
gppeiresd Le be quifte differani Iromg the
reapriies ol Ure students, Coald || be
bieauae the garen!s brmg the very pee
e who eRecusagad thelr chiidra L
Toliaw trilinn slegaes were relictant e
ackriewledygs whnl was alicady péiden?
Crwas It thal the pirenls hod elmgh
bieen pizacciant of the 2llecis ahich the
vusintily ol the snadents winfully end
vegretinlly experiepred?

Somimary apd Concluzions

Ehe fruditigs of Ere fregolng stodies
kave substantliaced the cimomn Kool
cige Lhal in S Lanka the gz beale filsion
Imiduat g W Taurshing to sech s ex-
temenat it hiod heorioe 2 shades ol The
pepuisr sclioc] svsterm: [Lwastawnd thil
Ihe vast majority of shidenls pereaived
ewlric-=cheol Lutariag a4 o creelal deter-
niEnant ofacrlerile sucecas, In ket ik
thewe Ereupe appear L ta alrengiy cor-
¥inced thal prleace OLI09E Gan gove thar
compebibive edpe Lo emergs as “Winrers"
i & syeiem af edecailon which places a
bigh premiumnt on geod grades The el
Lankan prirent 3= sightly ldas convmeed
budhewillstoully resist any move oo lun
Iaziion,

Wikh thas pletare in the Backgrouad
itshuuld not be s matter ol surpose Cthe
trietdefive ol private tuttlon 1= higher ar
speclic areagirs potmle, mamiely, e g
Han-wide exaimaisitions al sohaol fauel
Al these polnts, parlicipadlicn o pdvate
tultiorrappears tebe wideapread and the
cesire for golting va L ol schcal holp seezns
intete. This private tbinan mSriLanka
13 Moerishing and Is the direer resyll of
CELrEla preseere.

Ancther signidrant Tndleg and nns
wiilch has tmporkant pelileal, socsdannd
eroppmmie dimallcatins = Lhe faer thiat
privale tullien In 501 Lanka, althougk
Tt perceiiecl ws ndngunye oo che alflueni,
was largely deperlent om the akzilite
pay. There apprared @ be farge sacisl
claas diflerences. Un e one hand we
had parents, esperially thase fram high
imrerae graups wha were willing i pay
apd who did pay nosebetantis] =gm of
mariey I erder that thair childres ab-
taincd the best possible exirm help out-
side school hedics, Theae locky chidren
mek presilglous lutoraaingly or, in small
grovps elther at thelr heme or ot fhe
tutor's frome. On the olber Tand thers
were the parents of Jescer means whi

cau Il anly aford to sesid thedr children o
zge Lipgllen groups where fesa wene
much: lower, and shase who cauld nod
uffozd even. thoge lews frea Soch partil
o7 lata] deprvaton will bencder the po-
erneit's lioris te wae educelian as &
means ol improvagg the upeerd  social
mwlillity of disadvaiviaged gronpa; Priz
vare tiilion nppesra to lave helgizned
B nat wamy way imnlshed sl
rlass diffecentals in sducational appor-
Lumilly,

Effects af private tultion

Farents arcl sindenta eontesded et
there were no negative slects of grhmie
tuillnp, Parents and acsdenls wonld Hice
to oiinlagmy that pobrace tultion Aid oot
Imittchele dare far recesaton al activitles.
These elaima. ahould, however be vicaeed
Witk @ cerlain RInalne of. skepijomm
There was soine admlasion that thioss
whe lpok vt eften gal dred, were
wisalile s fave sufficlent: resi and at
timiee didnal gel enough alesy.

Parental god stodent support for tol-
Lion

Eren parents ol gtudenta whe did oot
lalee tuieian for vareus reasaas did ool
tatally mgrse that tuition shonid Be
banmed. 1L was widely accepted the! hil-
tob perierens n useiul rele and had tnken
ragt. Deapite viewlng tutors veey pes)
Wrebr atudents id nel dew thelr ragular
clasereom teachers In an unfavonrible
IR,

Becommendations

Private tltan evsn when adomlnis-
teced by the [l time teachers in the
Jormal schon] has oot bBeen consldered
on Qlegal acthity. This research toe hios
mul produced atreng evidencs apalngt
s practics, Henee it would be nnwise
Toeadpest Thal privete tultiod be banned,
What can be recommended 18 that a
thorough cxansdnaian be undertaken oo
tiagnnse the facters m the cureent sys-
tevy of educalion that ereate 3 need Top
Loitra-acheal Interventlcn o the form of
FRvAl tlton and ence dlagnased, of-
Iectjve steps be taben Lo eliminate thege
facters. Such measures, f successiul,
will pventually resule in strengihening
the formal edusltion gratem with the
sehaw| AL [he centee l=ading to pasents
and studenls beng condineed that the
Jormal echool glome wras in 2 posiiion to
=algsfrall thelr educational regulrements,
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examination, the mother tongue and
mathematics, so much so that all the
other subjects in the curriculum are
totally neglected.

In our survey [de Silva et al, 1991)
Year 6 students responded to the open-
ended question “what makes pupils take
to private tuition?” by giving 8 reasons.
They are ranked in Schedule Il according
to frequencies.

The above responses sharply bring
out the prime cause of private tuition.
Even at the tender age of ten, the stu-
dents are aware of the keen competttion
that awaits him.

4.0 Concluding Note

“As mentioned above, a significant
finding of the study was that more than
90 percent of the students in each sub-

group {l.e. Year 6, Year 11, Year 13/

Sclence, 13/Arts and 13/Commerce)
had stated that the desire to obtain high
marks at examinations pushes them to-
wards private tuition. What was espe-
cially appreciated by the students was
the fact that they could learn how to
answer examination guestions from pri-
vate tuition classes. Both these reasons
reveal the excessive preoccupation with

succeeding at examinations in all sub-
groups. The students rejected the notion
that non-academic outcomes of private
tuition or deflciencies in the teaching of
school teachers had motivated them to
obtain tuition. On the other hand, the
minority who did not obtain tuition stated
that poor financial situation, the avail-
ability of help in studies at home and the
belief that tuition will not make a differ-
ence had prevented them from partici-
pating in private tuition. The responses
of the parents closely resembled that of
their offspring. They sought to provide
private tuition for the children to help
them achieve success at examinations.
The reasons given by the parents of those
who do not take tuition varied. Financial
considerations, high ability of some of
children, help from family members with
studies had made them decide not to
send their children for tuition.

The study revealed private tuition,
academic achievement and aspirations
for future success to be closely linked to
each other. It was also clear that in
accordance with the high value placed
on higher education asa meansof secur-
ing an economically stable future with a
prestigious job, students and parents
tend to perceive private tuition as the
avenue leading to higher education. The
fact that opportunities remain limited

while education has expanded has made
individuals search for other strategies
that will enable some to outshine others
in academic competition.
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Broadly speaking, it is envisaged that
the majority of the ameliorative meas-
ures required will fall within the follow-
ing categories:

1. Significant improvements in educa-
tional provision leading to qualitative
improvement within the context of
quantitative expansion of schools

“resulting in a reduction in social
inequalities.

2. Provision of free or low-cost tuition
services by the schoolitself to allwho
may be in need of such exira aca-
demic support.

3. Introducing a degree of flexibility in

the cholce of subjects of study at
school enabling students to pursue
the study of subjects they have the
aptitude and inclination for thus re-
ducing the need to compete and the
extent of private tuition desired.

4. Reforms in the examination system

giving priority to creative and reason-
ing skills over the recall of factual
information.

5. Changes in conditions of service of

teachers creating-a contented corps
of teachers with all necessary facili-
ties to teach their classes efficiently.

6. Changes in the system of recruit-

ment for jobs and selection for higher
educatlon so thatin addition to grades
obtained at written examinations

other valid measures of a person's
suitability are also considered.

References

1) G. Pararajasiugham: A study of the
growth and development of private
tutories in the city of Jaffna; a disser-
tation submitted in partial fulfillment of
the requirements for the degree of M. Phil
(Edl.), University of Delhi, July 1980 [un-
publishel) 3

2) H.L Hemachandra: “The growing phe-
nomena of tuition classes: the percetved
reasons and some latest soclal factors”, in
Sri Lanka Journal of Social Sciences,
Vol. 5, No. 2, December 1982.

3

W.A. de Silva, et al: Extra-School In-
struction, Social Equity and Educa-
tional Quality (Sri Lanka); 1991 (Un-
published)

24

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Economic Review - May/June 1994



Necessity of Tuition Classes in the Existing
Educational System

Bandula Gunawardena

LVwnzm the ¥ agd the 805 tha
the phenamenal tneresse (1 tal-
tan - classes gocurred. Wik the
changes that fock place In the
Held of educador. meluding the
eommencerneral ree cdusadiog i 1947
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the seieciom of Instruciinn in [OS06,
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‘thesidleh over fo the naliopal langunges
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(et several fclare,
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grariaies Wit orehinary deplces.

<. Tecere 45 no schecie Inamprove the
tearkers Knvledge ol the suhyss), Bome-
Lries s knawizdoe 8 oulialed, For
ltsbamee, U e el pradeated (o 550s
Dl knuvddedge ol o par 2ol e presen)
sedabus lues te be mefresiosd, Apartfiarn
ke markbiy scheme which Gis Leschcis
I charge of advianced [evel chisses pet
when Lhey comie ta mazk the wogwer
sCrigta, they gol 0o oppurlunily to roise
the Ievel of thelr knoulcdse of 1he gus-
Jurls, Beeatiae the lenchers-are nol Zeing
Tiairesdd, ey bave leniled access i new
Ezrowledgs,

For imstanes, due tn chanpes In G
erenany thal kave Leen effected aftep
1977, mane changes are laking place In
trade and coanmerce feguilarly, The logis-
lakve Gets Yelading o tnem are amendad
alvast svery mcith. The cxaincnallen
Papeis expezl g kpowledge of those
chetiges Tron Lhe sludesits. Hewever,
U teachera I remele aress sarely pet
the appertanity te gain the kot e
neeessazy. for preparing (he scedents,
These in remate villages do not receive
even the reporte of the Central Bank of
i Lanka,

3. ln the prsl, atudzints wenl o
seRich - of knowledgs, - The awdens of
tackay de nae have the kind of bioas
thizklzg necessan: for weeking koowl-
edze. Theydonal seelinfornsaton ahout
currenbalfalie they are more Hclined In
lzterest hemsches i vld aod aogesn-
clal macters. Alhaugh the sehrala muaat
hove mave sy laciltles tie funda
ailerated v thewnyape extremely small,
Consenuenily sehool librades seend e
ciated al present. The: hahie ol using
Ubranca |ms deciined ancng students
riow, Bnowlcdge bias fa be packeted and
seckedl Leothery The ressen for maoy
awdentsta fdl et exaocnatlons i that
The prevailiog system sl education breins
Themn oot te think. bl merely te carmml
Lasremmery the fuets theat they bl have oo
Fresenlaleganinations,

4, Inchshes pears el achoaliong at s
lovel e stydenta have Lo spend thels
lime e extrodnrrcular actvtles lan, In
arfditlon te the sehocl Kalldans. they also
leres tardevobeagie lmes (0T spoteiteets |
ancl vireus piiier Bestvals and celcbra-
sy, These reduse the thae avnzlabledor
shirdlca,

B Very often thete I 1o way lo Sri
Lanka tn whieh a sicgle leocher can
sreccineleally and withault izl erruptien
tesich an advircesd level subjeet from
beginning to end: Thas 1s die ta (he
srstem ol tsackers ransieca, To aver
come The shorcontings pesuling fon
theae Teclors The studan ire draam ta
buitlon clus=ss,

[L s arnporiant o Konow whel clesses
arc reprasenied by the bsin groips who
object wthe system af tistien classea
which ase widespread at present. Today
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there is a great crisis in relation to Inter-
national Schools which exist outside the
educational set up of this country and
which had not existed here before. 1
would classify schools in this country
into two groups:

1. International Schools, 2. National
‘schools. International Schools are an
institution over which the Government
hasnocontrolatall. However, there isan
International School under the Govern-
menttoo. Itis the Colombo International
School (C.1.8.) on Gregorys Road, Co-
lombo, which was taken over by the
Government under the Ministry of Plan
Implementation. This school belongs to
the Government. Its Principal s a for-
eigner. The teachers are paid monthly
_ salaries ranging from Rs 7,000 to Rs
20,000. These teachers are exempt from
paying income tax. The admission fee for
astudentissomethingbetweenRs 70,000
and Rs 90,000. The tuition fee per term
18 Rs 25,000. Children of Ministers, Chief
Ministers and other Ministers, as well as
children of Ministry Secretaries receive
their education here.

That is to say, a section of super class
children study in this school. According
to the education policy of Sri Lanka
children must be educated in their mother
tongue, viz. Sinhala or Tamil. But in the
International Schools the children are
taught in the English medium from the
Kindergarten onwards. The syllabuses
are not Sri Lanka's syllabus but those of
London O' Level and London A’ Level. it
{s an admitted fact that the educational
standard of both these examinations s
lower than that of the Sri Lankan G.C.E.
O'Level and A'Level held in Sinhala and
Tamil. Thus what the International
Schools impart in the English medium s
a lesser knowledge of the subjects.

According to my personal estimate
there are about 67 International Schools
in Sri Lanka. There are about 20,000
children studying in them. They are chil-
dren of upper middle class. This is an
entirely private education. However, it
surprises the nation why those who op-
pose widespread private tuition classes
show no objection to this system of inter-
national schools. The private schools
which are conducted under Government
patronage and where the salaries are
paid by the Government are the second
category. There are a large number of
such schools in Sri Lanka {St. Thomas's

College, St. Peter's College and St.
Bridget's Convent are examples). Al-
though the teachers in these Institutions

are paid by the Government, the stu-

dentsin A level classes have to paya sum
between Rs 600 and Rs 1000 each.There
is no objection to these schools {rom
anyone. The reason is that these schools
represent a certain class. Although they
impart education in the Sinhala medium
they are clearly fee levying schools. In
recent {imesanothertype of school. which
{s neither an international school nor a
Government assisted private school, has
emerged. An example is the Institute of
Technological Education (ITS} which is
conducted with the help of National De-
velopment Bank according to an adver-
tisement which appeared in a newspaper
onFebruary 20, 1992. The fees levied are
Rs 190,300/- for Grade 12, Rs 161,300/
-forgrade 11, Rs 136,700/- for grade 10,
Rs 115.800/- for grade 9, Rs 98, 200/-
for grade 8, Rs 83,200/- for grade 7, Rs
70,500/ - for grade 6, Rs*60,000/- for
grade 5, and so on. Thus there are schools
in Srl Lanka which levy Rupees hun-
dreds of thousands in fees. However,
there has been no objection to them too.

Some people declare in public that
they do not send their children to any
kind of tuition class. But those children
are helped by what is called ‘home tui-
tion’' whereby the parents send their car
to collect the school teacher or some
other teacherafter school, to give their
child an education in isolation from oth-
ers. This Is a practice that had always
existed. When the teacher is brought
homie to teach one's child it isnot seen by
outsiders. Payments are made by the
hour, at about Rs 200/- per hour on the
average. No one objects, because this is
considered to be a private matter of the
persons concerned, There Is also a sys-
tem called ‘group classes’. A group class
is one which 30 or 40 children of middle
class or upper middle class parents of
similar social status attend. On an aver-
age a sum of Rs 500/- is levied from an
Advanced Level sudent in those classes.

- A group class has only a limited number

of students. There is no objection to this
system of group classes meant for a
small number of students of higher so-
cial status who can afford to pay a higher
fee, either.

So, to what kind of class is the objec-
tlon? It is to the widespread mass tuition
classes. What is the reason? The reason

is that a large number of students from
low income families attend these tuition
classes. The Government does not pay
the salaries of these teachers. It does fiot
provide the buildings nor does it give any
econiomic help. The capital invested is
private capital of the teachers. The fees
are maintained at a low level because
large numbers attend the classes. The
fee levied for an A level subfect {s not
uniform. It varies from Rs 25/- to Rs 50.
It is decided at the discretion of each
teacher. However, there are instances
which I know where very poor students .
attend such tuition classes after estab-
lishing the fact. When poor students
attend these mass classes and capture a
large number of the limited opportuni-
ties available for higher education, the
students who get teachers to visit their
homes and those who attend group
classes have less chances. Hence the
great objection of upper and middle
classes to the mass tuition classes.

Those who acquired knowledge
through free education sell that knowl-
edge because they see no clear pro-
gramme through which that knowledge
can be used for the benefit of the coun-
try. Forinstance a majority of the doctors
of the state sector, who had studied in
Maha Vidyalayas and Madhya Maha
Vidyalayas before joining and passing
out of universities, later become private
practitionersafter duty hours. Their con-
sultancy fee is about Rs 100/-. But be-
cause it i{s done in the capacity of a
private medical practitioner, no ques-
tions are raised. A lawyer who has had
free education charges about Rs 5000/~
per case. However, no one questions,
because he is a lawyer. An Accountant
who had had the benefit of free education
examines accounts, places his signa-
ture, and chargesabout Rs 25,000/-. No
guestion arises because it is done by an

V" accountant. There is no protest because

all those are considered to be a private
matter. But questions are ralsed when a
teacher ofa tuition class levies Rs 25/- or

~ Rs 50/- a month from a student. Every

one who objects to mass tuition classes
before courses of action are adopted to
create equal opportunities in education,
knowingly or unknowingly, represents a
super class.

- These tuition classes do many things
that Government classes cannot do. Itis
extremely difficult for a tuition class to
attract students without producing very

Cont. on page. 58
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HOW FAR CAN TUITION HELP?

Introdoction

e organized form ef tuillon

clazaesand tuladea has be-

Loarie BE DN COnnnn et

1o all paris of the countny
taday. The chief targel proup of this
Rely e e large huwmber of candi-
diles Bltting the comperitive puklic ee-
aisinaten, while thoee who hove Uged
np for fulnre examlalings tao are ool
althe target poplation. The loia] nuodser
of taleriss and tullon classss would
pechaps be mere than the tetal nuanber
uf sehoels. iis oomman beliel {hat theee
tuitlim elagaed are msenree of exim-help
fer thase siling coimipelilve - publie ex-
ROdnaEtlans, 1 i3 cogacced 55 & Grandly
rrgantzation which Is helping 1ike 2 baat
o @ feror Wik hielpa to'cross & mvee
whicl s clheroize bomossible twernss,
2o the contrany there s alan ooiiclsm
#velled agaist this swetent ol [yitlon
elaszes Lo say that 1L is & form afa rirse
te every houschold, which aheould he
ervdicated becanac it causes ang unbear-
ahle Durdes on ihe funlly and brings
abisist. antl-acciol resulta, In aplie of
whether §i 8 goed or bed, 16 19 ol
that the tillien syatesn has created a
very big influence coveratl tue pupula of
acheats, sl echoals and éther ediges-
doral Insliiions and all Kemee. It s
bnporiant to discuza seme Belors re-
futest Lo ratlonale af statence of these
tuirion clazacs.

Tho Need

& 15 pertlied ln nquire wx Lo win
thete i aneed for tilon classes. Thers
arc aeversl reasons inceated. Same of
thens are, the madequucy ofihe teaching
n schaols: the todtlon clrszea dizectly
tenl with tle examnation targers: they
bunpelly give an- pssirasee over the
reauits ol the cotpenthve sxamilzatinne;
Ineficienicy on the past of povernouen|
sohool teachiers, incapabiliyy of the pas-
ents mnd eldess W help the sladenis ac
horie, o thedr studles non-avallabili:
of sufficlent text books, gurdes asd sup-
plerenlary readera i the relsiant =ih-

Premasiri Welivita

|ects i the Jocal Tangunges: & neens of
bullding self confldence which 16 pro-
¥lclest T the peers o the tuitien clasa
and niet provided Lo the farmal schoel;

mere felency atbtude of the teachersin

the "classes” lawards children i earm-
pansan Lo the teachers In the schacls:
Belel that for high academs schisre
mictits une should atlend the Susses of
e actepled =peclaliats on the guliject;
enLonragenies:tdiven b the sehanl teach-
£ra e aliend the privale fulticn clasaes:
enmpulsion o7 epcouragement by aub-
Jectirsrherg ol the seheal o allend thelr
A private classes tabe aure of a hipher
mrade pass; inveatizating the studeris
silreecle or Lidivec il towlolate the exai-
Lallen rules and secucs passes even by
iul msans by w@ackers and tutors whe
wizlate the regulaticns themselves and
putliclze that they ere examiners cor
coitroliers of partleular subjects [which
15 & canfideniial nfermabion|: attertlian
Woprivare clisses by oadeplng cheap
relhods like jokes. ancedilss Terolsm
audeven rale ploys which tiuph are noc
relevant 1o the slbpacl ave capable of
seneltleling the adolescent and vawrhiyl
wilngs, adopting A mare prectical ap-
praceh hy execclsing on past papers,
model answers and practice wesls et
lepchere In private clisses are inare
premptand come prepaced Top the lea-
g, belier than the regular sehool
tezcker and use madecn teaching alds
and eqilpzrenl, mere responatkility by
the siddents |o participals well In e
Frivale rlaasesas they have to pay for the
service whils the fegnlar clasa they ger it
(e, there s wide publiciy and propa-
prndaforthese classes, oo g catimerclal
basls. aherers the regular schaol prapa-
eile cther acllvitles; These are soimea af
= factora atinbuted ta be rhallenging
e normal ovm] school and made 1ge
ol B the primie tuition alasacs,

From another. paint of view It 13 2lso
auUggesled thar the provate rlton system
s a vy alhelging the Lepeiers i enpr e
i private practice. 234t helps the teocher

ta cvescenie eaine of the dificullies re-
Lated L low-Inessne in reaching o higher
gocial slaius,

Most of the auributes mepiioned
sbove supgest thar the private tailion
rlaaged pravide & more fepdly altema-
Ure to the examination candidates ig
parieular and to the atijclents o en
eral. itwas alse mentloned sariier that
theee I= a centtary view too. 1o this
eomtext it should be neled that the pr-
Vile hitlon gyslem has established itself
well i the soclely as an utensive care
unitfortheseare venrelose to the eXaml-
taten and subiected to the exam fever
and a'clinieal serviee’ inviting thase oth-
era ta be iy eonacant consultarlan. There
Is alge mvidence to shpw howr auclidly
Jusiieble these clasaes are, Criglnatly
private wiitlonwasa means of emploving
a single teacher o help a student st
heme. ta cope up with the difleult syb-
Jeels, To eoiploy & pelvate towr, enly
thase whocould alord wo pay well could
fc 50, The preaent sysiem of brawd haa-
Ing the cllentsle ta grolps, classes and
large larories ar isiftutes is suppeaed o
be cpening the docr Jor many. By this
Approdeh, s mentiered thae the Inlen-
Uon 18 6o seive (e paot ol g reasenasls
Prive. There are also lnejderee af fres
acholorships awarded to attend (hese
private classes,

Zervice rendered to the target
populatien

A8 mentlaned earlier, e chigf targed
Zeup REkaugh nat the biggest arounl of
the private witon classes, cemplise the
schucl candidates of the competitive
public sdnminacias, Same ol s piten
nilening o number of private chesses 1
[he sanie subjects. a2 well an 0 dierent
auijecls, Henee the total fiymber of 2li-
eits engollsd 1n the private clnssea cx-
cord the total number by many dmes,

Velthavery high lovel ol parilelpation
It private tiitlon clesees supperied by
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all the possible meansin the schools, the
performances at public examinations do
not reveal any satisfactory picture, Tak-
ing into consideration the number of
candidates sitting a particular examina-
tion, the number successful and its per-
centage, one can see only a frustrating
picture. For those who are pushed out
by the examination system, which is
great majority, the private tuitien classes
have not been able to do anything useful.
The private tuition classes, which could
‘be regarded as a business in education,
could have utilized this investment op-
portunity more economically. It should
not be mistaken asan irresponsiblebusi-
ness venture out for exploiting the inno-
cenf children. Are the private tuition
institutions making business on falling
theirchildrenat public examination? As
it is the competitive examinations and
the private tuition classes are seen as
very close partners; thoughin effect they
still are not healthy partners. It isnot a
very gentler approach to extract every
thing from the innocent students at once,
by hiding the reality behind the curtain
of competitiveness of the examination.lt

is more desirable to open up the reality _

and workwith him/herto provide a lime-
light for liberating him/her from the
situation. There is a great potential in
number, in quality and in durability in
such programmes. Only the attitude of
instant and cheap exploitation has to be
changed. Otherwise the feeling that the
private tuition system is a ‘cancer or a
parasite affecting education and chil-
dren cannot be eliminated. It is not nec-
essary to walit till eats up the whole, and
kills the system. o

Taking year 5 scholarship examina-
tion as one of the bench marks of the
private tuition path, an analysis of the
marks in First Language (Sinhala) is
given in Table 1. e

In 1993 those who could not obtain
at least 10 marks out of 100 is 17.2%.
This number and the proportion has
increased over the years. Can one say
that the performance is so low, because
all of them have not attended the private
tuition classes? The number who scored
over 50 have not increased over the
years. There is also criticlsm that of
those who passed well in this examina-
tion, the time spentin tuition classes has
affected them adversely. The general

knowledge In other subjects has been -

affected as they concentrated only on the

Table 1
Year 5 Scholarship Examination - Sinhala
1. Year 1891 1992 1993
2. No. sat 203,597 182,260 184,220
3. No, obtaining marks below 09 38,383 19,952 31.679
4. Percentage thereof 10.85 10.95 17.2
5. No. obtalning marks below 19 86,443 42,550 69,187
6. Percentage thereof 42.44 : 23.35 : 37.56
7. No. obtaining marks below 39 144, 150 106,404 124.617
8. Percentage thereof S S yageite U pRae 67.65
Source: Dept. of Examinations
Table 2

to University but not admitted

3. Those who passed at O.L. but did not
join the A.L. class

4. Did not qualify as O.L. passed

1. Passed A.L. and qualifled for admission

2. Sat A.L. but could not qualify as A.L. passed

Those who did not achieve high performance - 1892-93

44,000

100,000

160,000
225,000

529,000

Source: Ministry of Education, Examinations Department.

two examination subjects. In 1993, the
number of candidates who could not get
a single mark (at zero mark in math-
ematies) is 2593. It should also be noted
that, with the special support given in
the schools for Year 5 scholarship candi-
dates, and with so many tuition classes
helping them for nearly 3 years (from
year 3 onwards) the total number sitting
the examination is around 50 to 60% of
the total student populationin this class.

Illusion of Private Tuition Class
System

All the publicity about private tuition
classes show that the private tuition
system is available for all classes, all
subjects, alllevels, all ages, all examina-
tions and all competitions. The popular
slogan of ‘guaranteed results’ is a great
myth that is being highlighted by the

providers of this service, which is also
the curse of those millions of children
who follow them. Private tuition classes

" neithercollectively nor individually could

ever have succeeded in achieving this in
a competitive examination. It is sheer
impossible. The number of school candi-
dates at GCE Ordinary Level has in-
creased over the years. Thereisa parallel
increase in the passes at each level,
However, there is no significant change

in the pattern of results over time.

Those who failed in all subjects at
O.L. over the last ten years remained at
9to 10 % Those who qualified for A.L. did
not exceed 25%. The proportion of those
who failed in the first language - Sinhala
was 23.0% in 1992 and those who could
not pass in Mathematics remained at
68.6%. The position with regard to Sci-
ence is 70% failed. When 300,000 sit

Cont. on page. 59
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Marketing of Goats in Eastern Sri Lanka

P, Slvarajah & R. Harihsran

Pept, of Agricultural Econgmics, Eastern Unbrersity,

Iotrodoction

vab papuladon In easiern

SriLanka dnthe disiricis of

Ampaca, Bathoulu and

Trinamenles, was estl-

ereted fobearoung 140
41,800 and 21806 mespeciively. [5n
Tanka Llvestinck Slatisies, 13858). (Fwas
found that In the eastem province m
ARG SSY more Ahan 9A% ol |rl|'-:|::||.=| W
rearer]  un spiallioldiegs  [Apard -
00 3%, Butticadan 00, 1% & Triccemales
BT B

fiazk BLITIE ol Elvestech prroducia is
prabilem dn meat pariaof Srl lenka due
te the akaencs of an orpanzed merkesl
ng syatemo: Lack of markeiing services
oAy he ]uml]n,g rxpanslon ol produoe-
Ciarry or i rregare the bereliclal effocts
ol an edenslon program o Mprove
pradiasiiviiy,

& survey was conducted s oeoodie-
irleis of the eastern poovings; Sonpem
and Tallicalaa, A mandon sanple o7 187
gaat  falmoecs Io beth the  districts
veterinary Tatiges consbbuted e re-
spondents Ampara &1 & Dallivelan 50|
gelecten forsludy. A siructarsd gqueas
Hnnmalre. aller pre-Lesling, was ased b
callect thes relesinit dec respondents.

Soclo-econemlc Conditions

Hens evidanyL Teuzn the chabe thar i
Arnpaza a kigher peicentage of Grmeis
atudied [62.096%] were full-dme em-
ploved i goal Teaning gE AfAInsE A
leaser QEurs inBalHoalor (44, TH]L iLwins

1 Feeknyg Coifds! The SCoidears Fhighar" demia s
ol puoma ALl o =l omeh pear oud @ sleirocal naks
vl 3 Rane e phoan In dhe o emiess Sorker by the
et - Hie sl Lot ogreed i o %o Hie bl S
wudur The "mundrart Mocher™ s 1 faad weal beok wier
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alsa Tougad o Ansperra that the 8285 of
fatrpers pracised qUh| Crlecklng Con-
iragtet, wilch is-akaent o Daicalod

Twe=n I,tL-C\_IIIJ__l:] Lhyu '|'||||_||I'|i.'-.r|:|'_'.-¢-.:|n~'-|:-|'
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for averigie annoal fann income Jevels
Trean peat rearng which was figher in
Ampara |Rs, T.570.000 and lower  In
TalHenlan (F= -5 T30, Hener income
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Aaclo-eionambe Charasterinticn of Coot farenerd in Asppars end Bottleslon DistHets
AT L) T Amparz fafelifn e o}
Jfernres T ] ] in=Hy
Mezn Feon
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2 Bduculiial Tinad feisars] ELER FeBf1
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% Aovemape annudl eI R L4,2E7 L&, BIE
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caach, Can sverage of B years, 10 waa
fownd that the experlence in goat farm-
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(.20 yerrs] and lesser i Amipats (505
et chislrlel.

The average annual hausehald - m
rone levels of farmers woere douad ta ke
fzgier o Batllclos  {Ha, 1580813

fraoy sile of goats conlribules e abongl
G of total houschold Tndace Tor goat
Iarmers In Ampara diesrict.

Muackeling of Goats: Channels snd
Probiems
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gaals pramly firimeome puposes fmore
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than 50% of respondents), while it is-

also done to reduce losses due to
disease occurances and management dif-
ficulties (5-10%), especially with a large
flock size. Some farmers also reported
that urgent cash needs (4-7%) pushes
them to sell at low prices te middlemen
{Table 2}.

The average age of goats sold did not
vary very much for both districts, with
a figure of 10-12 months for male goats
and 60-65 months for female goats. But
the weight of goats sold varied between

Figure 1t Mazioeting Channels far Matore Gosts in
Ampars nod Baiticslon Districts

Midedieppen
- Lotal

- Qutsiders

Table 3
Average Age, Welght, Price and Nos. of Goats Sold/year
Aftributes Ampqrq Batticaloa
- 1. Age {mths):
Male 11.9 (13.5)" 10.2 (28.4)
Female 64.6 (23.9) 60.4 (19.80)
2. Weight (kgm)
Male 24.3 (8.64) 18.8 (13.2)
Female 28.8 (7.29) 23.0 (12.2)
3. Price (Rs.)
Male 630.7 (4.2) 475 (18.0)
Female 729.0 (3.13) 489 (15.4)
Avg. 680.0 ' 482 i
4. Nos. of Goats sold/yr. 12.86 8.45
5. % of [armers selling 93.8 (761 B9.5 (55}
Note: 1 = CV values 2: = No. of farmers
Table 4
Problems in Goat Marketing
{% of farmers responding) :
Type of Problems Ampara (n=81) Batticaloa (n=86]
1. Lack of transport 24.69 37.20
2. Lack of price information/low prices 12.85 20.90
3. Botls of the above 44.44 i3
4. Others-religious/traditional belefs - 13.90

the districts, being lower in Batticaloa
for both males and females. A similar
feature was observed in terms of the
price of a mature live-goat sold, which
was lower for male and female goats in
Batticaloa when compared to Ampara
district (Table 3). But this difference
could be explained by the weight of the
goats sold being higher in Ampara
district. Since mature goats, both for
breeding and slaughter, are sold as sin-
gle live-goats and not in terms of weight,
itis difficult to compare unit prices here
since variability would be large.

The marketing channels for goats
are shown in Figurel. Goats to be used
for breeding purpose are sold directly to
other goat farmers. While goats to be

slaughtered are sold to middlemen, both
from thevillage and urban/town areas,
and alse directly to local consumers. It
is through the middlernen that urban/
town butchers get their supply, wheras
local village butchers also directly pur-
chase from goat farmers. [t was reported
that breedable goats fetch higher prices
than slaughter goats.

Almost more than 90% of goat farm-
ers slated that they sold adult goats
every year. The number of goats sold/
yearwas higher in Ampara district, about
13 goats when compared to around 9
goats in Batticaloa (Table 3). The aver-
age price fetched by each goat in the
market too was higher in Ampara
district (Rs. 680/live animal) as against
a. figure of Rs. 482/live animal in
Batticaloa district. :

Various problems faced in marketing
goatssuch as lack of transport and price
information, cultural barriers etc., were
reperted by the responders (Table 4).
Lack of transport facilities and price
Information has been reported by more
than 44% of the farmers. This has led

to farmers being exploited by middle-
men through low prices and absence of
bargaining power at times of urgency
to sell goats. Religlous and traditional
beliefs were reported by some farmers
as obstacles in selling female adult
goats.

Conclusions and Policy Implications

The average annual household in-
come levels among goat farmers in both
districts did not differ significantly, but
income from goat rearing was more
than two times higher for Ampara
farmers. This is attributed to the larger
number of goats sold and the higher
price fetched by them. The share ofgoat
income tothe total household Income
ranged from 14% to 22% in Batticaloa
and 39% to 5% in Ampara district where
mostofthe farmersare engaged fulltime.

Mature goats are mainly sold for cash
income (>52%) in both districts, but
some farmers also sell to ease manage-
mentofthe herd, while others sold them
to avoid disease problems. The goats

Cont. on page. 33
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Comparative Performance of Tea
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Kgs. exported in 1992 recording an in-
crease of 32.3 Mn, Kgs. or 18.1% over
1992.

Of this export 129 Mn. Kgs. and
117.7Mn. Kgs. or 61% and 66.2% con-

sisted of bulk tea in 1993 and 1992

respectively. The decrease In export of
bulk tea and increase in export of other
varieties of tea is a favourable signin tea
exports as il shows the shifting of tea
exports {rom its traditional pattern of
more bulk tea to a pattern which
includes other value added items. The
break up of tea exported by Srl Lanka in
1993 and 1992 is given in Table 2.

In value term Sri Lankan tea exports
were Rs. 19,149.1 Milion in 1993 against
FOB Rs. 14,536.4 Million in 1992 re-
cording a growth of 31.7%. With the
increase of quantitative exports during
theyear theaverage price perkiloearned

by bulk tea also increased from approxi-

malely Rs: 67.00 in 1992 to approxi-
mately Rs.84.001n 1993. Thisrecorded
25.4% increase in the price per kilo gram
received. Packeted tea could earn Rs.
90.00 per kilo gram in 1993 against Rs.
80 per kile gram earned In 1992. As a
result no doubt the value addition wid-
ened the gap between the bulkand other
form of tea exports.

Rather than remaining as a tradi-
tlonal orthodox tea manufacturer the
time has come to diversify the tea indus-
try with the inclusion of varieties with
more value additions. The manufacture
of “Cut Tear Curl” {CTC) tea can be
identified as one variety. It is claimed
that CTC gives three to four cups of tea
per kilo gram, more than orthodox teas.
Most Indian teas, except those of high
flavour, coming from the North are CTC
type. As there Is a growing demand from
the countries like Pakistan, Egypt and
the Middle East for this tea Sri Lanka

will be able to regain the lost demand -

experienced during the recent past for
_ our teas from those countries.

The production of CTC teas in Sri
Lanka which is produced inn small quan-
titles should be increased. The pro-
posed CTC manufacturing centre to be
opened in the south of the island would
be helpful in this task. This would fur-
ther be benefictal to small holders in
obtaining a good price for their teas.

.Tuble 3
Countrywise tea exports - first ten Countries
1993 1992
Name af country Quantity Position Quantity Pasition
{Mn. Kgs.} - {Mn. Kgs.}
cIs 27.7 1 4.9 10
Jordan 271 2 21.8 2
Syria 17.8 3 4.8 below 10
UAE : 17.7 4 4.8 below 10
UK 13.6 5 10.6 6
Egypt 13.0 6 18.6 3
[ran 8.5 7 24.5 1
Pakistan 8.2 B 5.2 g
Libya 8.0 9 6.3 7.
S. Arabia 7.3 10 11.3 5.
Source: Forbes Lanka Ltd.
Table 4
Value of Tea Export
Year Valuein SDR equivalent Value in
Rs. Mn. per rupee SDR Mn.
1990 19823.3 364.3 54.42
1991 17866.8 31586 56.61
1992 14893.4 241.2 . 61.75
1993_ 19911.1 205.5 67.39

Source: Central Bank Annual Report

The Market

The shifting of the tea market to
other countries in 1993 as compared
with 1992 was an important factor for
Sri Lanka tea trade. The Table 3 illus-
trates the data regarding the destina-
tion of tea exports. :

There was a major change in the
purchase of Sri Lankan tea in 1993 as
comparedwith 1992, The Commonwealth
of Independent States {CIS) which were
in 10th place in 1992 became the
dominant buyer in 1993. They increased
their purchasing over five-fold from4.9
million kgs. in 1992 to 27.7 million kgs.
in 1993 . Meanwhile, Iran which was the
deminant buyer in 1992 reduced their
purchasing from 24.5 million kgs. in
1992 to 8.5 million kgs. in 1993 and
stepped down to 7th place among the
buyers. Jordan, however, continued to
be in the second place in both years by
increasing their purchasing from21.8Mn.

Kgs. in 1992 to 27.1 Mn. Kgs in 1993

which was very close to the purchasing
made by CIS. :

While Syria and the UAE which were
below the 10th place rose up to third
and fourth places by increasing their
purchasing tremendously. Another im-
portant incident that took place inthe
trade was the heavy reduction made by
the first three largest buyers of SriLanka
tea in Middle East namely, Iran, Egypt
and Saudi Arabia, although CIS ap-
peared to take their place. Together
with Iran’'s stepping down to the 7th
place from 1st place as mentioned
above, Egypt and Saudl Arabia which
were in the third and fifth place in 1992
also stepped down to the 6th and 10th
places.

As a result of the high cropping pat-
tern which prevailed in 1993 in all
planting districts, tea plantationsbegan
to Indicate a potential for Increased crops.
Favourable weather conditions during
1993 notonly helped torestore normaley
tothe drought affected tea estates but
also helped to boost crops in low grown
areas in an unprecedented manner,
particularly during the latter part of
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n recent times there 1s a marked
progress in the export sector of
the foreign trade of Sri Lanka.
Especially during the five years
since 1988 the annual rate of develop-
ment kept at the high level of 11%.
However, the widening gap in the bal-
ance of trade due to the rising costs of
imports has become problematical. The
trade deficit which in 1984 was S.D.R.
380 Millions rose upto S.D.R. 806 Mijl-
lions in 1891. By September 1993 this
trade deficit fell to $.D.R. 528 Millions.

Exports

By 1992 the foreign export earnings
were developed to a level as high as
S.D.R. 1741 Millions (Rs. 107,509 Mil-
lions) from the total export earnings of
1983 of S.D.R. 1001 Millions (Rs. 25,183
Millions). It was the earnings of the in-
dustrial products that contributed to
this broad expansion of the export earn-
ings. The industrial products eamnings
which were at 35% in 1983 reached a
high level of 69% in 1992.

Among industrial products the con-
tributlon of foreign exchange eamings
out of textile and garments played a
major contributory role. Forelgn exchange
earnings out of textile and garments
were 19% in 1883, 48% in 1992 and in
September 1993 it was about 49%. In
addition, the forelgn exchange eamings
of petroleum products contributed con-
siderably towards this expansion.

After 1984 the foreign exchange earn-
ings of the traditional agricultural prod-

ucts fell (considerably) to distressingly

low levels. The earriings of the agricul-
tural sector which were S.D.R. 865.6
Millions in 1984, were S.D.R. 427 Mil-
lions in 1992. Especially after 1984,
earnings out of tea fell. The earnings in
1984 were atahigh levelasS.D.R. 604.5
Millions. But by 1992 it fell as low as

EXTERNAL TRADE

G. Jayanath

Research Department, People’s Bank

' S.D.R. 241 Millions. The adverse output

of tea production contributed to this
situation. Yet by 1993 a slight upward
trend in the output of tea is noted.

There seems tobea gradual fallin the
production and export of Rubber after
1984. In 1984, 26.2 Million kg. of rubber

- were exported earning S.D.R. 126.6 Mil-

lion (Rs. 3,301 Million). In 1992, 786
Million kg. with earnings S.D.R. 48 mil-
lion (Rs. 2960 Million). But by Septem-
ber 1993 an improvement in the export
earnings over the previous year is re-
corded,

due to the improvement in the coconuit
crops, exports expanded and in 1992
was able to record a satisfactory S.D.R.
of 60 Million. But it failed to achieve the
record earnings of S.D.R. 111 Millions of
1985.

Accordingto the published data, upto
September 1993 export earnings out of
coconut products has fallen by 37%. The
unsatisfactory coconut crop of this year
has affected these export targets. During
this period coconut production fell by
15%.

Table 1
Foreign Trade Value in S.D.R. Million
(Rs. Million in brackets)
| Year Exports Imports Trade Deficit
1987 1.048 1.568 522
{39,801} (59,750) (18,889}
1992 1.741 2,425 685
(107,509) (149,780} (42,272)
1993* 1,465 : 17993 528
{98.045) (133,409) (32,412)
*From January to September
Table 2
Export Prices F.0.B.
Year 1988 1990 1993+
Cocoa products s by 39.56 --
-Pepper 108.26 90.03 48.06
Cadamoms 112.25 102.62 38.94

*Upto August 1993

Due to the failure of coconut crops in
1988 exports fell and export earnings
recorded a level as low as S.D.R. 36
Millions (Rs. 895.0 Millions). But later

An overall consideration of the minor
export products reveals an expansion of
these products for export. Cinnamon
accounts for about 38% of these minor

Cont. on page. 60
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GATT's report on Trade and the En-
vironment appears to be against protec-

tionism in the North, but is, in reality, -

the recipe for an environmental apart-
heid. When it comes to issues of environ-
mental protection, GATT says that “coun-
. tries are not clones of each other. They
have a sovereign right to declare different
environmental priorities and policies.”

- However, when it comes to intellec-
tual property rights (IPRs) and patents,
GATT insists on a uniform law globally.
IPRs are in effect instruments of control
over biological resources and bio-diver-
sity which is concentrated in the Third
World. When applied to living resources
and life forms they are ultimately laws
about the environment.

Environmental laws are thus given a
different statnsin GATT. They are treated
uniformly and as “global” when they

relate to controlling the resources of the
Third World. All countries are treated as

clonies of each other in the case of pat-
ents on life forms. On the other hand
when environmental lawsrelate to pollu-
tion and hazards, the Third World is
treated differently. “National Sover-
eignty” is used to justify the localization
of pollution in the Third World but “Na-
tional Sovereignty is sacrificed to justify.
the globalization of access to the biologi-
cal wealth of the Third World.

The environmental “bads” inherited
from the North are thus made the
South’s exclusive legacy. Environmen-
tal “goods” like bio-diversity which have
been the South’s heritage are trans-
formed into a “global heritage of man-
kind”

Some Third World elites and govern-
ments will be happy with this arrange-
mentofapartheid becauseitallows them
to participate in the robbery of people’s
resources, and it frees them of social
responsibility to protect their fellow citi-
zens from pollution and other environ-
mental hazards. The resource that they
hand over to global powers have been
taken over by them from local communi-
ties. The pollution they invite will not be
theirs to suffer. A part of the South will

thus be jubilant with this face-saving
device of “Natlonal Soverelgnty” being
used for “free” export of resources from
South to North and “free” import of pol-
lution from North to South. :

Double-speak, double standards

The words “freedom” and “protec-

tien” have been robbed of their humane
meaning and are belng absorbed into the
double-speak of corporate jargon. With
double-speak are associated double
standards, one for citizens and one for
corporations, one for corporate respon-
sibility and one for corporate profits, one
for the North and one for the South.

The US is the most sophisticated in
the practice of double standards and the
destruction of people's rights to health
and safety in the Third World. On the one
hand it aims at keeping regulation for
safeguards restricted to its own geo-
graphical boundaries, while on the other
hand through Super 301 it aims at de-
stroying the Indian Patents Act of 1970
and replacing it with a strong US-style
system of patent protection which is
heavily biased in favour of the industri-
ally developed countries.

The World Bank and GATT consider
the transnationals’ lack of patent protec-
tlon as unfair trading practice. It does
not consider the destruction of regula-
tion for public safety and environmental
protection as unethical and unfair for
thecitizens of the Third World. The North-
ern agencles want to limit and localize
laws. for the protection of people and
universalize laws for the protection of
profits. The people of India want the
reverse a universalisation of the safety
regulations protecting people's right to
life and livelihoods and a loealization of
laws relating to intellectual property and
privale profits.

All life is precious. It is equally pre-
clous to the rich and the poor, the white
and the black, to men and women. Unj-
versalization of the protection of life is an
ethical imperative. On the other hand,
private property and private profits are
culturally and socio-economically legiti-
mized constructs holding enly for some
groups. They do not hold for all societies
and all cultures. Laws [or the protection
of private property rights, especially as
related to life forms, cannot and should
not be imposed globally. They need to be
restrained. '

Double standards also exist in the
shift from private gain to social responsi-
bility for environmental costs, When the
patenting of life is at issue, arguments
from “novelty” are used. Novelty requires
that the subject matter of a patent be
new, thatitbe the result of an inventive
step, and not something existing in na-
ture, On the other hand, when it comes
to legislative safeguards, the argument
shifts to “similarity”, to establishing that
blo-technology products and genetically
engineered organisms differ little from
patent organisms.

To have one law for environmental
responsibility and another for propri-
etary rights and profits is an expression
of double standards. Double standards
are ethically unjustified and illegitimate,
especially when they deal with life itself,

However, double standards are con-
sistent with and necessary for the de-
fence of private property rights. It is
these double standards which allow the
Itfe and livelihoeds of the people and the
planet to be sacrificed for the protection
of profits. :

And it is these double standards
which support the emergence of an envi-
ronmental apartheid in which the last
resources of the poor are taken over by
the rich, and the poor are pushed into
“pollution reservations” telive with waste,
because they themselves are treated as
waste, tobe dispensed with either through

poisoning and pollution as Lawrence

Summers has suggested or through pol-
lution control and denial of health care to
children as Maurice King has suggested.

An environmental order which is full
of contempt for the poor of the Third
World and tries to even rob them of their
right to life cannot be the basis of our
common future.
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s Development

Child Prostitution or Poverty? : Findings
from a Survey of School-Going Children in a
Selected Area in the Western Province

Dr. A, J. Weeramunda
Hehiar Lediorer
University of Colotulo
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sexual relations as well. Once this was
known, the interview proper began for
each chilld.

3. Sampling

A'target of 100 children was set for all
3 schools. Data on the numbers of school
children, how many were submitted for
screening, and how many were inter-
viewed are presented in the table which
follows. Out of a target of 100 children,
87 interviews were completed to meet the
deadline set for the study.

It needs to be noted that not all the
children who may have been involved
were Interviewed since the number of
students to be interviewed was depend-
ent on the overall target of 100 and the
time constraints on the study. Also,
given more time, school authorities could
have furnished lists larger than what
they were able to. Although the number
detected using the above procedure is
about 2 per- cent of school children, in
actual fact this proportion could be quite
elastic and would depend on the size of
the sample. An estimate of the real num-
bers involved would require a much
larger sample from each coastal school
to be supplemented with data on non-
schoolgoers through local Grama

The communities in which the chil-
dren live have large proportions of eco-
nomically marginalised families. Several
factors have contributed to this situa-
tion. About 2 decades ago, a large
majority had steady employment as
fishermen or as workers in mills process-
ing coconut fibre; many also made coir
rope as a cottage industry. With the
closure of the mills, fibre is now bought
atthe open marketand at higher prices
than before, making the production of
coir rope notas profitable. The opening
up of hotels along the beach has also
resulted in loss of coconut trees, the
source of food and fibre. Fishing, a
traditional form of employment contin-
ues among some families. For examnple,
according to the Grama Niladhari of one
community, out of 400 households in his
division, only 2 per cent are government
employees with steady incomes. The
remainder have to depend on casual or
seasonal employment. Thus, 15 per cent
of [amilles are engaged in fishing or
related activities such assaleof fish and
mending of nets. Another 10 per cent tap
toddy, another traditional form of em-
ployment. The remainder (73%) are
casual wage labourers.

Nearly 70 per cent of [amilles are
below the poverty line, and as a conse-

Niladharis. quence, have resorted to the manufac-
Distribution of Sample According to 3 Schools
: School *Range of Children No. No. Per Cent of
Attending School Screened  Interviewed Student Total
1 Upto 1000 80 19 9
2 1000 to 1500 130 30 2.81
3 More than 1500 240 38 1.568

*The exact number of children attending a particular school has not been given to preserve the

anonymity of the schools concerned.

4. Community Background

Areas in which the three selected
schools are located have relatively high
population density; one community is
located within an Urban Council area
with a density of over 4500 persons. One
unwanted outcome of high density has
been the growth of shanty houses made
from boards or coconut thatch situated
along the noman's land of the beach and
between tourist hotels. Child prostitu-
tion may be one outcome of this type of
unplanned overcrowding as will be seer.

ture of illicit liquor, for which there isa
steady clientele from town. In this con-
text, it {s not surprising that families see
tourism as a quick way of making
money. Selling of craft items, dresses,
and fruit to tourists, and working as
tour guidesare related activities. There
are also 3 or 4 informal sector cafes to
which tourists come for cheap meals
and liquor. Annual flooding of shanties
along the railway line also contributes
to an atmosphere of a culture of poverty.

Most children live in an environment
where drunkenness, verbal abuse, pros-

titution, intrafamily fights, and deing
anything for a quick buck are standard
life patterns. These patterns are repli-
cated in the other 2 communities as
well. All three communities belong to
the same ethnic group (Sinhalese)
although two are Buddhist while the
other is Roman Catholic indicating that
religion has been immaterial. However,
it is noteworthy that children from the
Muslim ethnic group which is also
found in coastal Beruwala do not seem
to be involved in prostitution probably
due to rigid community control of
indlvidual behaviour particularly
through the mosques.

5. Survey Findings

Responses were elicited from the se-
lected children using a semistructured
interview schedule having 3 main com-
ponents, namely (1) socioeconomic con-
ditions {ncluding family composition,
housing, facilitles for study at home,
other educational activities, pastimes,
and friendship patterns (2} sexual con-
tacts and experlences including means
used to meet tourists, types of meeting
places, means - of payment, amounts
palrd, type of sex act, age and sex of
partnersandattitudes of parents to such
encounters, and (3} whether relations
have conlinued or stopped, if so for what
reasons, il not, for what reasons, and
child’s aspirations.

The findings are as follows:
5.1 Demographic Features

Nearly two-thirds of the sample
(63.22%) are males with the remainder
(36.78%) being females, indicating that
bath sexes are invelved with a tendency
for males to predominate.

Present age structure of the sample
shows that nearly all ages from 11 to 17
years are represented with a tendency

- for proportions to be higher at ages 14

and 15 (47%). This observation also
holds when present age structures of
males and females are compared.

All children presently attend school
from grade 6 onwards with 50 per cent
attending grades 9 and 10. Again, this
condition is shared buy hoth males and
females.
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tles the remaining 13.49% have shown
a poor attendance record. If engaging
sex should Interfere with attendance or
lead to early school leaving, then it has
not done so for a large majority.

With the exception of 2 children who
have won awards for sports and art,
nene of the others have earned any
special awards or prizes at school. In
other words, the typical child involved
insexisnot awhiz kid either. He isyour
average type ofboy or girl with average
intelligence and skill. :

However, with the exception of 3
children, all others were able toidentity
an area of skill or special interest with
high proportions going for fine arts
(25.28%) followed by games (24.14%),
literature (17.24%), foreign language
{12.64%), science and maths (10.34%),
and the remainder distributed for cralts,
elocution, and agriculture. It is quite
likely that if these interests and skilis
were channeled in the right direction,
these children may in fact stay away
from “trouble”,

5.6 Local Children and Foreign Adults

. Excepting one male child of 16
years, all ather children have had their
first and subsequent sexual experience
with a forelign male or female. The
starting age in the sample is 10 years
{12.64%) and ending age is 15 years
{8.05%). The highest concentrations are
at the ages of 12 (35.63%), 13 (20.9%)
and 14 (13.79%]. The distribution isthe
same when viewed in terms of male and
female children.

The above plcture is certainly not a
part of the community's normative pat-
tern for sex since sexual relations are
tabooed untila person hasmarried. Loose
sexual mores are not even found among
a large majority of adults. If so, how do
children get away with sexual encoun-
ters with foreigners? This question isto
be answered ata subsequent stage of
this paper. Suffice it to say for now that
there has not been a single reported
instance of children being forced to
submit tosex or kept in some place as
sex slaves. Instead, they appear to be
willing partners once their initial fear
has been overcome through soclalising
with foreigners.

Of the 55 male children, a large pro-
portien (61.81%] have had sex with for-
elgn males, 23.63% with females (all
foreign excepting one who was local},
and the remaining 14.54% with males
and females in a group form of sex
usually with a foreign couple. Of the 32
female children, a large proportion
(56.26%) have had sex with a foreign
male, 34.37% with females, and the
remaining ©.37% with a male and female
at the same time.

In terms of age structure of foreign
partners, the largest proportions among
male and female foreignersare between
the ages of 25 and 35 years irrespective
of the type of sexualact they engage in
or thelr sexual preference. Among for-
eign males who have had sexwith boys,
70.59% are in the above age bracket. In
the same age category are foreign fe-
males who have had sex with girls
(54.54%), foreign females who have had
sex with boys [46.15%). and foreign
males who had sex with girls (66.67%).
In general, a younger foreign clientele
appears to be dominantwith many from
northern European countries such as
Germany and Sweden.

5.7 Sex Activity

A wide spectrum of sexual acts is
shown with high proportions of children
who have taken part in either active or
passive oral sex (22.99%), those who
have had passive anal sex (21.84%]
being found only among males, who
have had combinations of oral with
anal sex (12.64%). being confined" to

" boys, and of oral with intercrural sex

(12.64%). In the case of female children,
large proportions have had passive or
actlve oral sex (28.12%), oral and
intercrural sex (28.12%) found among
girls who had foreign female partners,
and Intercrural sex only {21.88%) maostly
among girls with elther male or female
partners. By contrast, incldence of
genital sex is low for both boys and
girls (6.90% and 9.38%, respectively).
The balance proportions are distributed
among those who engaged inmasturba-
tion and combinations of several types

‘of sexual acts.

In general, foreign partners do not
seemn to have been cautious about the
manner inwhich they had sexifone has
HIV/AIDS in mind. Forinstance, all acts
of intrusive sex such as genital, oral, and

anal intercourse, with one exception,
were done without using condoms.
Some foretign females who had intrusive
genited sex with boys had first applied
lan antlbiotic?) cream on the latter's
penis prior to intrusion,

Apart {rom the threat of AIDS, the
effects of having premature sex or sex
with a person much older than oneself
should be damaging for childrenin spite
of thelr natural resillence, and for that
reason the practice cannot be con-
doned.

5.8 Range of Sex Partners

One of the saving qualities of most
children is that many of them (69.09% of
males and 53.12% of females]j have had
sex with only 1 partner. The highest
number of partners for any one child
has been 5 for male and 7 for female
children. Children who have had more
than one partner constitute a signifi-
cant proportion and in all probability
willrepeat the experience with the same
partner if he or she were to return or
with others ifthey get an opportunity.
In this sense, quite alarge proportlon of
children, at least a fourth, could be
moving - from amateurish exploits to
professionalcommercial sex other things
being equal. In every local community,
one finds at present a hard core of
male and female professional prosti-
tutes in their late teens (about 20 in
each community). There is a reason lo
believe that recruits to this hard core
were child prostitutes of yesteryear. In
course of time and as long as there isa
demand for their. sexual favours from
foreigners who are not looking for
children as such butolder sex partners.
this core will expand gradually to meet
the demand.

5.9 Methods of Meeting

Awlde variety of methods for meeting
foreigners is observed among children, A
large proportion (41.38%) have met
their sexual partners on the beach or
some other public place suchasarcad -
on the way from school [9.20%), or in
town (4.60%). Some children initlate
the encounter by addressing forelgners
in German or English and - buliding a
short friendship. Large proportions. of
children have also met tourists at home
{22.95%) when the latter would casually
drop by, or come home because they
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6.2 Push and Pull Factors:

Anumber ofinter-related factorsare
seen as contributing to the phenomenon
of child prostitution. For some children,
inadequate facllities for study at hcme,
substandard housing, lack of supervi-
sion from an older sibling, indifference
on the part of parents, guardians and
comnmunity leaders, poverty, the relative
freedom of movement children enjoy,
impetus given by older siblings or
parents who are themselves involved in
some aspect of tourism are strong push
factors. Amongst these factors, a signifi-
cant role is played by lack of parental
care an supervision of children's activi-
ties which allows the latter to place
themselves at the risk of being enticed
into prostitution . Children with these
limitations fall an easy prey to the
deception of foreigners who are looking
for this particular type of sexual grati-
fication. Attractions such as candy,
clothes, pens, food parcels, money, and
even the prospect of going abroad are
strong pull factors enabling children to
enter into an illusory werld of success
and a good time.

6.3 From Amateur to Professional :

A large majority of children are cer-
tainly not in dire straits so that prostitu-
tion is a necessary evil for them. Wean-
ing them away [rom this quagmire
should not be difficult at the early

~ slages. The problems will begin when
and if, after they have completed
secondary school, they are left in the
furch as to what to do with their lives as
young adults. Local employment
avenues are limited. Unless economic
and educational opportunities are avail-
able for them to realise their individual
aspirations, itislikely that someamongst
them will join the ranks of professional
prostitutes as could be evidenced even
now in the communities studied. The
few sexual exposures in childhood may
in fact serve asaform of initiation into
the profession, and once it becomes a
way of life it will be well nigh impossible
to retrace their steps to normal soclety.
In the sample studied, there are indica-
tions thata few are already on the way
to being professionals. These are chil-
dren who do not wish to orare unable
to siop their sexual activities, who join
peers orvillage friends who also engage
in similar activities, who think of going
abroad or doing some work related to

touristn when they grow up, andwho
have begun to believe that the adult
men and women who come as tourists
are their saviours and who will deliver
them from the sorry economic or social
conditions they have become heirs to.

6.4 The Il Effects:

Apart from the negative image which
child prostitution has earned for Sri
Lanka, the damaging effects. of prema-
ture sex and sex with adults on the
psyche of individual children remains
to be assessed. Although they go
through the motions of attending school
regularly, almaost all of them have not
excelled in the educhtional sphere, a
fact which may\%l: some relation to
thelr extra curricular activities. In addi-
tion, many expose themiselves to the risk
of infection by HIV/AIDS and sexually
transmitted diseases due to the fact that
intrusive sex for nearly all children is
unprotected.

6.5 The Question ‘of Scale:

Itis hardly possible toarrive atthe
question of numbers involved in child
prostitution from this study which has
been limifed by the samll geographical
scale and the time limits within which
it had to be carried out. It is highly
likely that if the sample size Is
increased, numbers involved would
turn out to be much higher than what
this study has established (i.e. more
than 2 per cent to the schoolgoing
population). Taking into account all
children attending school in the tourist
belt even this 2 per cent would tally

up to aconsiderable number of children.

7. Recommendations

A crucial role can be played by the
school and school authorities in devel-
oping and applying selutions to the prob-
lem. Asit is, school authorities not only
are concémed about the problem but
are also actutely aware of it due to the
close contact they have with the chil-
dren and their families. Schools are
limited, however, by lack of trained stafl
and material resources to handle a
soclal problem of this nature. The spe-
cific recommendations put forward
here have the school as the locus of
preventive action.

{a) It is suggested that, in the high risk

areas at least, each school be equipped
with at least 2 trained case workers
who could counsel, guide and care for
children who have got involved or have
a high likelihood of getting involved in
prostitution. The case workers could
also get to know the families con-
cerned, their economic or other prob-
lems and arrange counselling and
awareness programmes for adults.Small
support groups couldbe formed among
needy families to encourage saving,
management of family income, health
care and sanitation, improvement of
housing conditions, caring for children,
and spiritual development.

(b} Additional classes in vocational and
other training could be conducted in
school after regular school hours for
children in the larget group. Funds
could be mobilised from concerned
NGOs for paying teachersand obtaining
equipment and training materials. This
would take the minds of the children
from tourists and tourism which they
see as their only salvation.

(c) Recreational facilities available in
schools at present could be expanded
by increasing playing space, equipment
and hiring part-time instructors for
games, athletics, and other related ac-
tivities.

(d) School canbeavenue for organising
small income-generating projectsfor tar-
get groups, ie. children who are from
economically disadvantaged families.
Projects could utilise talents and abili-
ties of children (e.g. art, dance, music,
crafts, and science) in the target group;
the survey has brought out the above
types of fields.

{e) School authorities can also use
School Development Assoclatlions to
increase awareness among adults and
develop a Community Watch programme
to discourage children from loitering on
the leachesandbring tobook these who
fry to induce them into prostitution.

P

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Economic Review - May/June 1994



—  Development

Will the SAARC Preferential Trading
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Pakistan is Sri Lanka’s largest sub-
regional export market followed by
Iindia while India is the largest sub-
regional source of imports, followed by

- Pakistan as shown in Table 4.

Sri Lanka's trade with South Asia
accounts for 5.6 per cent of her fotal
trade with the world. This share has
fallen from 6.7 per centin 1980, mainly
because of the decline in her share of
exports to the sub-reglon from 7.1 per
cent to 3.7 per cent, reflecting the
declining importance of South Asia as
an export market. In fact her exports to
South Asia in 1990 amounting to $ 70
million were even lower than in 1980
when they were $74 million!

Nepal has the highest share of trade

with South Asia - 24.6% per cent - mainly

across the border with India; Maldives
hasthe second largest. The lowest share
of trade with South Asia is India's - a
mere 1.5 percent -mainly because ol her
relatively small volume of imports from

the sub-region. While her exports to

South Asla formed 2.7 per cent of her
total exports, her imports from the sub-
reglonaccounted for only 0.6 per cent of
her total imporis. While her exports to
South Asia rose by 58 per cenl between
1980 and 1990, her imports from there
declined by 5 per cent - hér imports in
1990 being actually lower than in 1980!

The decline of the share of intra-
trade in SAARC relative to world trade
during the past decade seems toindicate
that the trade complementarities based
onagricultural productsandlight manu-
factures have reached their limits.
Perhaps the main explanation for this is
that most of the countries are produc-
ing the very goodsbeing traded andthe
intra-trade turnover falls in proportion
to the degree of self-sufficiency achleved.
For example the increase of the domestic
productionofrice, fish, vegetables, spices,
sugar, and cotton textiles has tended to
slow down the intra-trade in such
products. Raw cotton exports of Paki-
stan and jute exports of Bangladeshare
perhaps the only two commodities not
produced by most of the countries, but

the latter has lost a good part of its

markef to cheaper synthetic fibre prod-
uets. ;

Another factor is that the goods pro-
duced in the sub-region do not appear to
meet the consumer demands of the im-

Table 1

SAARC Total Trade with

: the world -
1980 1290
Bangladesh 3401 . - 5328
India 23,263 41,504
Maldives ! 28 239
Nepal : 282 BOG
Pakistan 7.968 12,870
Sri Lanika 3.068 4,529
Bhutan n.a. n.a.
Total 38,010 65,370

SAARC Intra-Trade (US$ million)

Intra-trade in Intra-trade as %

SAARC of world trade

1980 1990 ig80 - 1990
165 310 4.9 5.8
476 620 1.9 1.6
11 19 25.0 7.9
175 197 45.7 24.6
240 344 3.6 2.7
170 254 6.7 5.6
Il.a. T.id. n.d. n.a.
1,244 1,744 3.2 2.7

{Trade figures here include both exports and imports)

Source : IMF

porting countries. For example Pakistan
not being a tea producer, provides a
large market for the tea exports of
Bangladesh, India and SriLanka, buta
‘good part of her tea is being imported
from outside the sub-reglon, in fact
from as far as Kenya, because the CTC
teas required by her are not produced in
adequate quantities in the sub-region.
India hasa wide range of machinery
and maufactured products, but most of
them compare unfavourably with prod-
ucts ofcountries outside the sub-region.
Consequently, India’s exports of ma-
chinery and manufatured goods to
SAARC are limited.

Thirdly, although the SAARC coun-
tries have diversified their exports in
recent years by launching new export
industries, they are geared to export
markets outside the sub-region; they
manufacture competing and not com-
plementary trade goods. For example,
garments now form the largest single
export of Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and
Nepal and major exports ofIndia, Paki-
stan and Maldives; all of them compete
in the world market. Similarly fresh fish
and crustaceans form the leading export
of Maldives and a major export of
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka - all competing against one
another inworld market. Cut diamonds
form the leading export of India and a
Major export of Sri Lanka, but there is
no market for them in the sub-region.
All the export processing zones of these
countries are producing goods to be
sold outside the South Asian sub-

~ reglon. There is little evidence that they

will start industries geared to the sub-
regional market. With the new export
industries, South Asian countries are

Table 2
Major Commodities in S8AARC intra-

trade 1987-1988

: Value §M
1. Raw cotton 66.4
2. Rice 62.6
3. Bleached cotlion fabries -+ 41.1
4. Tea + 29.8
5, Jute and jute products 28.3
6. Grey woven colton 237
7. Dried fish 13.5
8. Legwmninous vegetables - 12.2
9. Machinery parts 10.6°
10. Dales 8.9

U:N. Statistics

finding greater trade complementarities
with countries outside than those within
the sub-region.

In this situation can a sub-regional
preferential tarlff contribute to an ex-
pansion of mutual trade? The assump-
tion that tariff preferences are condu-
cive to trade expansion is not supported
by the experience of almost all the
preferential tariff arrangements of de-
veloping countries. In Asia we have the
preferential tariff arrangement of the
Bangkok Agreement which has stag-

. nated for 16 years with little impact on

the mutual trade of the five member
countries: Bangladesh, India, SriLanka,
Laos and the Republic of Korea. In fact,
the intra-trade of the Bangkok Agree-
ment countries has actually declined
asa share of their world trade In the
decade 1980-1990, What is more sig-
nificant is that the imports which had
been given tarlff preferences actually
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is lower inview of lower tariffs, the goods
should be available in adequate quan-
tity and regularly in the supplying coun-
try and they should be of comparable
quality and standard as those already
being imported from third countries.
These factors, in fact, are more impor-
tant than trade preferences. The fact
thatimports of Bangkok Agreement and
ASEAN countries from third countries
(i.e. those outside their respective group-
ings) have increased more rapidly than
from countries of their respective group-
ing despite higher tarifls, indicates the
truth of this. In SAARC where existing
trade complementarities are even less
than in Bangkok Agreementand ASEAN,
the prospects of mutual trade expansion
through a preferential trading agree-
ment alone do not appear to be very
bright.

Take Sri Lanka for instance. Her
main exports to South Asia, as shown
earlier, are tea to Pakistan,coconut oil to
Bangladesh and spices to India and
Pakistan. It is doubtful whether trade
preferences by the importing countries
would result inan expansion of such
exports as the real reasons for their
poor performance lie elsewhere, for ex-
ample, inadequate production of CTC
teas and spices on the part of Sri Lanka
and the limited quantities required by
the importer on account of foreign
exchange constraints or low market
demand. Even iftrade preferences will
tend to increase the demand for these
products, it is unlikely to be significant
as the sub-regional market {s limited
and the demand for agricultural prod-
ucts is generally somewhat inelastic.
Market limitation is also the major ob-
stacle to Bangladesh's jute exports
while the landlocked nature of Bhutan
and Nepal will tend to gravitate the
greater part of their trade towards
India, which in addition is already ex-
tending them trade preferences bilater-
ally. In the case of India and Pakistan.it
does not seem likely that trade prefer-
ences can overcome the political differ-
ences which restrict their bilateral trade.

Although limited at present, trade
complementarities in SAARC may in-
crease with the modernisation and re-
structuring that is taking place in
several SAARC countries. For example,
modernisation of machinery and equip-
ment in Indian industries with the par-

ticipation of foreign capital and
technology is likely to result in the
production of quality goods acceptable
to other SAARC countries, for instance
motor vehicles and light machi-
nery.Modernisation of the tea industry
taking place in Sri Lanka should result
in increased production of CTC teas
acceptable to Pakistan, provided the
prices are competitive.Modernisation of
industry in all SAARC countries should
thereflore contribute to some expansion
of mutual trade. A crucial factor in
intra-SAARC trade, however, is the ex-
tent to which India will increase her
imports from the sub-region. India is the
largest country market in South Asia,
butitislargelya aself-sufficient economy
and further her imports have been dras-
tically restricted by rigid import con-
trols. Consequently her imports from
South Asia as mentioned earlier, are
relatively small -$134 million in 1990
which was even lower than SriLanka's
imports [rom South Asia that year
amounting to $ 145 million. If the
ongoing import liberalisation and re-
structuring fail to stimulate imports
from her neighbours to India, there will
be lLittle mutual trade expansion in
South Asia.Apart from general restruc-
turing and modernisation which s
necessary in any case, irrespective of
SAARC, it Is useful to examine whether
there are direct ways and means of
expanding mutual trade in South Asia.

There are three possibilities. One 1s
to create joint-ventures with buy-back
arrangements the joint venture should
be owned and operated jointly by two
SAARC countries, located in one coun-
try and its products purchased by the
other joint owning country. SAARC
countres have much experience In
bilateral joint ventures; India in par-
ticular has about 32 joint ventures in
South Asia-- 17 in SriLanka, 13 in Nepal
and 2 in Bangladesh -- In diverse fields
such as industrial products, hotels and
tourism. They are, however, geared to
the domestic market ofthe country they
are located inand donotasarule involve
buy-back commitments by the investor.
In orther words, they are basically
{mport substitution industries and gen-
erate little intra-trade. As there isscope
for.establishing joint ventures with buy-
back arrangements in the reglon, SAARC
needs to give greater emphasis to them
than it has given them in the past.

Bilateral joint-ventures may be com-
plemented by regional joint ventures --
as in ASEAN -- to promote greater intra-
trade. Regional joint ventures may be
owned by all the member countrles as
well as by outsiders (who are needed to
provide the capital); a regional joint
venture should be located In one
country and other SAARC countries
should undertake to buy its products in
preference to goods from outside. Good -
examples are the urea fertiliser projects
inIndonesia and Malaysia which supply
the other ASEAN countries with ferti-
liser. It is important to pointout however
that reaching a concensus on the
location of a reglonal joint venture re-
quiresconsiderable negotiationsas each
member country would present a case
that it should be located in its territory

~and not in another’s.

~ Another possibility is SAARC Indus-
trial Complementation Arrangements
under which each SAARC country could
specialise in the manufacture of a
component of a unit to be sold to the
other members. ASEAN has launched
brand to brand complementation in the
automotive industry -- Mitsubishi,

- Nissan, Volvo and Mercedez Benz. In the

case of the Mitsubishi Motor Carpora-
tion, for instance, there are five schemes
to produce passenger cars, light com-
mercial vehicles and trucks with two or
three countries- Malaysia, Philippines,
Thailand - participating in each. Asin
the case of regional joint ventures here
too; there will be protracted  negotia-
tlons to decide which country special-
ises in which and of which brand. In any
case both industrial complementation
arrangements and regional joint ven-
tures require not only high degree of
economic cooperation and mutual trust
but alse an external provider of funds
on generous terms.

ASEAN is fortunate enough to have
Japan as her fairy god mother. The [ol-

" lowing are some of the most notable

results of ASEAN - Japan cooperatiorn.

1. The Fukuda Fund of $1 billion to
assist in financing the ASEAN in-
dustrial projects; about 70 per cent
of the cost of the regional feriliser
projects in Indonesla and Malaysia
has been met by low interest loans
from this fund:
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4. The Jdapan Beheloeshlps for ARSAY

" ¥outh under which Jipaan qirdced

#1 millon & yoar for 1O years 1880
1950,

The AEDAN Human Fesaunss De-
vezapmient Pemset under which Ja
pan provltdes respnzees valved ot §
I milzon fer trainicg speciallats 1
AsEZAN. The Flve ¥Year ASTAN Re-
gianal Studenis Promotien Proo
grimme wWas conplslsd in Mgy,

iy |

6. A canlribilion of 23 scllive yen By
dapan for S pan-ASEAN Ciupesa.
Hew Frograstes 1o Forther pranule
Al

T The ASEAK Prnliny Diacos: Ressanch
anf Tralziing Ceniee in Malayats:

8. The ASEAN-Japan Develepmeni
Fund e ETOICASE the -!'.t'l.'u.::;r:n:'.rl:'
cliie private seclac (o ASEAN e
Irles;

% Hediarien of Inderest razes onila
Fam's fTria] Development Assist:
wrre:

I dapatiess lerele dirscl Imeesimes
W alsh promaling ASEAN ecunarmie
vrlegration wnd mutual tzade
it Indoatrial cangdementstion
unfer whicgh dUTcrent ciognirisa in
ASEAN nusuleine Sifereat: Jipn
fese aule pacis iobe egshajiged
amnsgthernseives toassantlplnga-
DTS AULDnles

dapan, 1 opust be oobed, Imypoie
awzetastiod pacl el her adland mw mase-
Tlais Trom ASZAN  and Lo siseghle
rlmecl Inve s wrils ke rodan, malnly
iz manilrendcing mdusides felocited
LLASEAN o secounl ol high Jabous
enEls  incdagmn. JApans tunl=' with
ASEAR 15 862 Liivneor abeur 13 per
cenl ol fer world trade and her direct
Lirestnenls 10 ASEAY amounted to
sbout 3 21 billion at the ead of | 950,

Japan'estale mSeath Asla Rawever
Ls ekt lewer. Heretrede  with Scuth
Asla iz enly § Obdllion or abaut one per
ceat of e warld trade and her diceet
Inerszments there mmaunt e abost half
a hellien - dallars. Meverlhelsss there =
mweh pelental e dapariess dicsct mi-
vzatilenl and lrade to grawe with Lhe
coonansic herailsaton policies that o
bewng punsusl (5 SAARG countries J1is
Imperant therfurs, me decided 1y Lhe
recen | SAARC Aiceting, Lunegailaiewith
dapan sarly o eataklish e Sanlh Asla
Fund as well asa Santh Aaly Centreas

Mapan‘gactlve porlicipalicn 15 gasenti|

bar SAASE cousitries o' Govelop themr
eronemira &nd expand rmniual rade.

(L srerrs b S0 JeTEaten Iy ms v Lar
Lhe wain puspess of 3 prefrtial fmd
Ing arranpernest is relelveersian ef trads
but creaiien of wade Slling -poods
wheehare: rgpested o third senoniries
srdbwhich e fvward oo Ket i SAARD
calnies atesil |5 azly o diversioe. of
Pravde; 1o dess mdn resill o ercass In
pracuntinn er canbidbuis g the coun-
0"z peanarde develasznenl; sar Saealt
Increass the countyrs Tocslzn =xchange
carting. FromiSr Lanka'a patot ol wiew
it daes nob readly melier whother ber
enrrent pradactan af e 15 scld o the
Midilts Enal ‘or Baklstan: If thare 15 na
duference inthe price fetched. The real
cominbution ol o pelerenial i nr
rangemiznt has therelnpes fobe measirad
Iz terms of newy trade amed conssquently
new preduclon cesulting frarn 16 The
cruelal gquastiarg ls whe hee the SAARS
Preferencial Trading Arranpement will
caniribule to the expanslon of produs-
Caet ur mears favourable | prices of
exletiig siparls auchas e, cocanniatl
Anc spletd ur the  eredton ol new
exparts. A= showm cacher, however, the
stmllarity of prochurHen strueiures and
Fwiited comiplencerioritiag, e poverty
of the  sub-proonal acicksl  fakdeh
includeafivir st developed conmires,,
L puseudt of sell-suileiency policies op
tie hrsls of domestic compulsiona il
seflols palieal differances gl =ecnion
Indicate that we  ahoold rulhe o tos
aplimiate that the SAARC Pral=reniinl
Trdlng Artasgeanenl wil coptidsoce
fuchinihe trade and develapmeat of its
mentersin ihe preacnteciites snd that
there ta much tobe done to'develap e
Irmre patental of the region.

The meat pramising Uoe afactlan in
thig situalion B to ghve priocigr Ba
MEASITeE 1O |.'||-|r|g ahowt dmergmpﬂa_
ton af (he private seeinr in the SAARC
sub-region. Whatever the schemea for-
mulated by slate buresncmils, the
Aciual bualiess ol buylng and sellnp.
ol exgorting and importing  ancd of
Eentifvind tnvestawnt apporiundiles o
negithting with forelpn callakaratars
far joint veniures, will be lirgely in the
handz of the prvate sccter in SAARC
animined, pasteniarly &8 state enler
Eilzes araheing piivatle=d. Closer cin-
fact anwuny the sub-rogioa’s basiness-
men WUl enabile them g becare mware
nl the poasibilides  of cade fur mualuad
Benslil Such contacd [Fading tomiaal
trust pnd understanding 13 1ikely to he
mere eansncive ta oudual trade than
all the amhillons echenes (] sovern-
meots, fer such sehemea will recua o op
pitperalLhey donar pelect the wews and
wishies of the privaie s=oigr,

Provate seotor coop=ration, though
rrclalio the expirnaled afinoinal rade,
foss ol agaehr o here received srdl-
CeRnit EReOEIEEIGn i Lhe SAARC dalibepn.
tlons, The praposed EnsGiglienal frames
werk fel privitle seetor ceoperalion the
SAERC Fedezatienin! Chambers of Cam-
meree iwnd [ndustiy -~ e sih-regorial
apex al ol prional clanhers of -
merce aml mdustry - hos - just been
esinblshed. Such s organisation, ks
Lhe ASEAN Fedesalon ol Chanbers af
Carnmerce atd Indusiny, woubd provide
a sultihle rschanisny for povele aoctor
canperatlan ip frade and hvesiment
Wile no. preferenlinl trading srmumnge-
tsmk oo guccee]  wilhout the aclive
Fasticlpailan of the prvele agetor [fur 1
15 the prvale scttor  which decides
whetker o amport the procincls. plven
tricie prefresces and whither Lo es-
tablish joinl wentures), private sector
cogeration  can ronwibule  oosub-
icganal trade ex parsion even widlyal
aprefareniial trading sarmanpement 11 =
Iherefare - ol eruetal  imporlance b
caneenirate ] elfacts to actbvate the
SEAARC Fedeiation of Chambers ol Com-

chEurs . |t aclfve piriipation in L=
arocaltianeking processes i SAAHC,
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Economy

How near is Sri Lanka to NIC Status?

Professor A.D.V. de S. Indraratna

Introduciion

Bfire we oo ERy hw LeaT Sl
Lanka & to NIC sigligs, e
minat clearly hawve i e awn
milrds what we mean Ly NIC.
Many pecplewha epeatalo ul
ar Tefer o MICE and even verture to
prophesize that 50t Lande will teach G
etatus by the Year 2000, do nat s ta
knowwhat (treallv cetinoles. whet prob-
lemis have o be orerconce and whal
preconditiens cigsl Balereated ete,, w0
reach thar atatus. The purpose of thia
talki=loaddrsas ta dotie of theses tssi2E,

In rny view, fhere @ voddog s
ruagidl” ar "miersenot” abitr thiscon
cepl of KEC, (U ls anly & stagesIovel of
development, & countey hasreached rRp-
R foen o predomdnanthe agricoiincal
ECononly o an andusiclel one - with cie
manuEerinngaestirbernmng the ncat
Tiperiaml single sectat, and with g el
of devetapment “which ‘can ensure (1
reapls & decent atandard of bving eig-
wiicantly and notlccably higher than
whatit his been hefore, However, fur the
comyenlence of seonomic znalyaia, the
Warld Bank Ras delined g MIC aafallons

"A country whose per caplta
real income [t 1852 prices) is prester
than § 1100 per pondm, and more
than 20% of ite GDF and tolel ex-
ports {g contribonted by manitfaciug-
ing"

Several exemples Mom allare gz the
world can be ghven lor KICs,

Argenling & Braml (rom Soauth
amenci. Madeo Bom Latin Ameres.
[srael fram West Asin, Grecer, Fortul,
Spaw, Yigoelavia (rom Europe, Tahwan,
Kaces, Hoog Keng and Siogapare fram
Esast fosla are these.

The benchmark of 8 1100 e K12
atatis W 1 opeal ferE, Al faday's

rrees L wodld be aauinl 3000 i
average  annual  rate of dndluban af
Industrial conniiesheing 4. 5% and tat
of the wierld beitE 14.7%), Thas 1 on the
baals of marhel esehanide ralea, On the
bagtsof purelias i power parlly or su-
ply coer of Iving, Sel Lanka's a5 well as
these ol slmdlaT colteies) tan he laken
a2 gglvalenl o more chan aulle [15
markst exchangs rale valis, It camipan-
aon with KICa and other developed 1n-
ehigsioislesunislea. 3ol Lanka's parcapia
rocoes nl 8 BUE D 18 wrold 1 nohe
cegian of & 1000 nn ihisbasta Daublkng
o ths with cagid neiosima st ion. wit
rarrilgeinsng conmibythig =205 G OE
ceuld, theceTore. be calken as dlves
reaching MIC suits,

& Toadend Lave reccidy yualitied lajoln
e ey ol MICE En Lanka alung wath
surtie Blher Ballh & South East Aslan
cobiritmey ars pwnliing thedr tun, Thess
gois of anarirles tank TAYIOE Uines o
Industialize:. Peclinds dunne which e
DB the DA, dassan aned Keorea respec-
Ihesly sock to duulde their pes capica
|r|| LTTIE AT El‘r':"l'.l t-:ln:l'.'.-'

fi]ie ITH-LEEE GR  peara
& THRR1ERE 47 yemn
gy LAES 1111 54 P
SoulbBoces. R1EIT 110 gmars

Can Sel Lanka adu 1his: seven vears
PARS - JHSY as sornl weplulbe to
frephiestes]® Anatwer b e rogst be

POSITIVE PACTORS
U] et bl e ilaten

LR R ATHTH R LY
13| Prevenidan ef iae of lal=nar cesls

2] Dreuss '|1|11-'I|:u~.1:i1-'|r5-' Enmps advinste el

14 Pzl af gepubafan preat

B Icreasr o Mol b T R

6] Divizalcadun of mqeeds sawidl s Hear ke
IPHnrrntteea o FON wilh wedasbagy foasns

181 Pouaal stabdiie aned alsaues ol e

Hrandlir oy
lLR=rease 31 2T
e ] 1 L PR L [

2 Lanka's Present Pogitlon

Thers are sone Whic boldhe ssy-that
arl Lan bk will resch WIC smius by the
ear 2000, Le., 0 acves Years, How
ROy Fears did present day deesloped
counises Lake woreark sinvlar sfalns?
The Uailei Bingdens wis the st ecun-
Lo e nduzlrlise, doulsling ive CDE per
caphla. Jellowed Ly TSS - and Jagan. To
day e Three of thieu bebong 2 the
Growp of 7 Ligkly fustiiised criir-
bress webhim thie oo ol 22 OECL tou
Tries ol hugh por wgdiis meems. W
Sndlowed T hem 58 the second Har ol eotn-
frles fo indusiclalize, i the frst aond
secatd develapment decades. Malaysia

intnd In fhe crmlex of Cooehb chanesiin
15 ennnemlc gl

Upen Economy Folley

Stl Lankiapecid s ecamey i imid
Naveriber, 1677 (ap exposl-led mrowth
sunpneled by ctpansion ol manufacho-
g izichsalry The apetdig ol he eerncnay
was cipled Lo result i eopart geawdh,
greath of che GOF, Inereaas o coipley-
memt fnd st the slandazd of rng,
Eulwesr M7 L0 Hooue experied e
siltawece, tealarge sxlene, pealized The
gk rate acedloutast nam % m LSS
Loanore L G2 with 1978 recarding the
Highest rae of A.2%, Exporta begn 1a
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grow substantially with manufacturing
accounting for the major part of total
_exports. Contribution from manufactur-
ing substantially increased to nearly 15%
of the GDP. If Sri Lanka was able to
maintain this tempo/of 1978-1982, it

could have been much closer to NIC.

status than now.

This expectation, however, was de-
fied by what happened between 1983-
1989. Though exports began to increase,
imports were increasing faster. The ris-
ing government expenditure, in particu-
lar, in infrastructure development, and
consequently increasing budget deficits
gave rise to double digit inflation annu-
ally, rising to a record level of 21.5% in
1990. Externally, there were rising defi-
cits in the balance of trade, increasing
external debt and debt service ratio with
the current account balance becoming
inereasingly negative. Interest rates were
rising with adverse impact on private
investment. The growth slowed down to
less than 3%, with 1987 recording the
lowest at 1.5%, with unemployment ris-
ing to as high as 189%, despite the decline
in population growth to less than 1.5%
(exceptin 1986 when it was estimated to
be at 1.8%) throughout the period. These
factors which are enumerated below re-
tarded the march towards NIC status.

With slightly better management, the
economy began to recover from 1990
enwards with the growth rate rising to
around 4 1/2 % in 1990-1992 and ex-
pected to increase by a further 1% point
in 1993 and 1/2% in 1994. However, on
the basis of Sri Lanka’s record, in com-
parison with those of the Asian NICs,
during the last 10-12 years, Sri Lanka is
still far away from NIC status,

If we are serious about reaching NIC
statuswithin areasonable period of time,
the budget deficits and-the current ac-
count deficits must be contained, do-
mestic savings must be substantially
raised while reducing the burden of the
external debt, and the development of
the manufacturing sector must be accel-
erated while ensuring the international
competitiveniess of our exports. An an-
nual growth rate of around 8% should

.ot be outside our reach, havingalready
reached it once. The following positive
factors must be in place towards this
end. ' :

TABLE 1

1990
GDP Growth Rate : 6.2
Population
Budget deficits 10.0
{in economic terms as % of GDP)
| nflation (CPI) 2 215
FDI as % of GDP &

Some Positive Indicators

1991 1992 1993 1994
48 46 5.6° 6.0%
1.3 1.0 : 1.0
11.7 9.0 8.0% g
12.2 11.0 9.0 8.7*
(12.0)* (10.0)*
0.79 1.36 14 na.

Notes: * Estimated
** From budget s&et:ch 1994
f Estimated on

e basis of first 3 quarters

Population data from the Dept. of Census

Source:  World Development Report 1993
Asiun Development Outlook 1993

Annual Report - 1992, Central Bank

TABLE 2
Different Scenarios of Growth Path Towards NIC Status
R&D Population Required GDP Growth = No. of Years for
Exp. Growth Rate Investment Rate Doubling GDP
9% of % of GDP er Capita of
GDP g 500 of 1982
1. 0.17% . 1.4 25.0% 4.3% 24 years
2. 1.0% 1.0 25.0% 6.0% 14 years
3 1.0% 1.0 30.0% 7.5% 12 years
4, 1.0% 1.0 40.0% 11.4% 7 years
(approx.} :
APPENDIX Somie silver Hnlngs began ta appear
- among the dark clouds since 1990. These
Labour Productivity Indexes at positive signals of declining budget defl-
National Level, for 1990 cits, slowing-down inflation, contained
population growth, upturn of the
{with 1985=100) economy and the increasing FDI are
shown in Table 1.
Bangladesh : 3 -
Chion Rapubiel oo 1364 These are, however, not enough. In-
Fiji 110.66
Hong Kong 14017 terest rates must substantially fall. In-
Tl . 119.86 flatlon rates must simultaneously come
Indonesia 111.68 - dewn. Real wages must be contained.
Japan 117.90 Trade and current aceountbalances must
Korea 134.76 substantially improve, Debt Service Ra-
Malaysia 116,45 tio must significantly fall, while the Do-
Pakistan 114.06 mestic Savings Ratio must substantially
Sulppibe M2 rise. The R and D expenditure must rise
Singapore 127.64 . 1 d
&S T itka L0145 to arespectable level with corresponding
Thatland 137.09 increase in productivity. The state must

Source: APO 1992

play a greater role in infrastructure and
skill development, as discussed beiow.
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|51 Pros InFlatigg
141 Hupid popudsdan groudl
(3 Loy Tnrneeric Saviugs rarkn
Extemmal (1] Irrmessingt septatlyve made
bt & Currant
Aceciant Dhelivile
2] lencncasing foeedpn ol
e e dull seres
AT
Beth
Brridring do 1] Sletrinnt Jusar nf rhe
EEICO
IEHcceustinm vien e

The nanensiy of the prunlem of du
bitirg St Lansea's 1902 nereapita jneame
bor the year SO0, even Insputs ofadl thess
Poediye etora Wy place, cal be seep
Irom the Jsur scenasins ndicared i
Table & Even U we achiees an average
wnrnad growtls et e ol In the faowne |in
and alier [UBE] i gl taxe B y=ars 1o
foutble wur per capita Inecme of 1943,

Eole of the State
Menetheless i erder tr make this

tagk less difficult indlacehonale or
ungulded “openness” micat be avaided,

The statc st asaume o inerenslkgly
irpaziant raly, mat 88 4 regulalar or
canbreller of the economy, as belare [07S,
but ax & fellitoner nod guids o the
poivaie secinr The Livgesd conatnsnl
It which T sroncmy by hesn sul-
leziang s shewn By (e difuren) e
narkas i Table 218 the epnntns s very taw
pradastivior, This o prach Ay e e
reanlt of imrdeguale Infrastraeinee, low
tewed of kil developrient and negligible
exprndiilwe an rescanch and de=vrlap-
ment IR & D The siste bax by came in
A B way, providing the (LT [
waltrizsiricture ol fmigistion, pawer, b ph-
wavrs and coromunicalichs, and
Tefashinming ita terliare and voeatlona)
edlicatan syswen by meer the skill e

vuremIca sl e couniny Thi sisle ajan
bhas Lo dmplernen] the iiers and o
SeRIaie 2o tu Have I g liee the qrasy

lve factors enumeral=d calivr

Thocraniny abso st o he aa zied
away By the mere exoor dlusinm ex-
Tt for s own sabiewiton regand in
FEPETUS nimk frchin michangs sarmiigs.
Theexportled tndu simez most nel Be o
tie expense af tadilicns ERTIATIE ()
domesie ndusines whoss Imperl eop-
Lenik 15 relatively vary low. There sheil
il be @y deceleration of Predncthvity
Arowih n the pradustiog of essencial
enods (agriculinral pracduetiviey fus de-
eroazed by 15.2%, whereas productivily
af naclonal leyvel hasincreasedhy 19,85,

bebwesn 1981 and 1990]. Thes are tier:

=5EAlY conditings te contain (he Teal
wages, keep the renl effective avriange
raleInw, and the exper cottpetions qess
unknpired, The aits also must ool in
b cveceothsiasm o reih MIC statos,
irtchzseriin iately allow unphanned sxpan-
sion o] ImAuetics, in parbeuler, those of
i, Beling el which wou ] cause
daimngs o the covironment, ujisel the
eeoluden | belenee, and adverss Tipan
ansustsivahiy of development,

FDLalan skauld not be mdlscrme-
Trnsely weleomie: U pst be e o aee
CEmpROY fechiundisdy Iansdes, proiding
a learsing process Lo the Jocal entreqre-
EUTs.

All -l the state rous! play wn
cerrall sumvedllimes rele plinnmg al
farrnla g pelicles aid prugrammes w
Frovide: guldance 1o fhe piivals sectas,
There viist be accial policles as wsll 10
piace, o peomate seclsl development
and dntprove (ke sacisronomic well
beimg of the prople loked o the eon
fznie growrth lhal 45 kaking plage. dn
educited, healthy and well-lapke: afler
naiian & ihe hlomest aecelecator ol
LRI & diciv Brnnoide adwanosmenl
This 15 what a gvemment lus, 10 the
wltimate analvsls, to =nsure.
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REMOTE SENSING TECHNOLOGY AND ITS
APPLICATION IN NATURAL RESOURCES

INTRODUCTION

emote sensing is a compara-

tively new science. It is the
measurement of objects and

acquiring information from -

a distance without actually coming into
physical contact with the objects. Ac-
cording to the manual of remote sensing
it ts defined very broadly to encompass
techniques that obtain reliable informa-
tion about the properties of surfaces and
objects from a distance and this is ac-

_complished by measuring electromag-

netic radiation (EMR) emitted or reflected
by the surface of the earth (Fig.1). How-
ever, the field of remote sensing is gener-
ally referred to as the technique that

employs electromagnetic radiation for

recording and reproducing natural fea-
tures. Based on the types of sensor car-
r}?lng platforms (vehicles) it could be
further classified as aéerial and satellite
remote sensing.

The scope of remote sensing is f¢
obtain information quickly from large
areas. It has a vast and wide range of
uses and is successfully used in the
fields of geological mapping, landformis
classification, landuse, water manage-
ment, watershed and catchmentcharac-
ter studies, mineral resources assess-
ment, forestry, soil survey, hydrologjcal
survey, coastal erosion, natural disaster
monitoring, environmental pollution,
slope study, disease monitoring for crops
and plants, water quality study etc. The
remote sensing technique could be used
in many fields, perhaps the limit is the

_ imagination of an Individual.

ASSESSMENT

S. Antony Norbert

Lecturer
Department of Geography
University of Colombo

~ The definition of remote sensing tech-
nology according to the Committee on
Remote Sensing for Development. Board
on Sclence and Technology for Interna-
tional Development Commission (USA]
is: “The collection of data concerning the
earth surface from a satellite”. The tech-
nique of remote sensing has since devel-
oped most rapidly and this is a very
powerlul tool for identifying, surveying,
classifying and monitoring all types of
natural resourceson the land and ocean.

It is difficult to establish a specific .

time or event as marking the beginning
of remote sensing. In the old days, people
used to see and sense the objects from
farther distance by climbing a tree or a
hilltop. The concept of remote sensing
was realized in the early part of the
nineteenth century with the inventions
of Photography by Dagnerre and Niepce
and with the application of photographs
in the field first by Col. Airinco Laussedat
and it was then widely known as
photogrammetry. During the First world
war, the systematic aerial photographic
coverage was possiole, and it was alded
by the development of the airplane and
led to the development of aerlal photo-

graphs, taken at designated intervals.

During the World War II, specialised

Cameras for aerial surveying and recon-

naissance had improved tremendously
to the point where they were operation-
ally reliable. The conventional use of
aerial photographs was associated with
World Wars for defence purposes, but
later it has been used for the purpose of

compilation of topographic maps and
SUrveys.

The first aerial photographs were
taken from balloons using wetplates in
France in 1853 and the United States in
1860. By 1900, through various innova-
tive developments, the photographic proc-
ess had become more rellable and the
equipment more compact. The indus-
trial revolution and the World Wars con-
tributed much to the development of

- remote sensing. Advanced improvements

in applied opties had led to the develop-
ment of cameras with multiple lens
elements. Satellite remote sensing began
evolving rapidly since the middle part of
the twentieth century with the launch of
the Sputniks. The scientific and techno-
logical progressrealized over the yearsin
the subjects of sensors, airborne and
spaceborne vehicles and data analysis
contributed significantly to the present
state of the art of remote sensing. Tre-
mendous progress has been achieved so
far in various componenis of remote
sensing in sensors from pinhole camera
to polarcid camera, TV camera, scan-
ners and radar; on the remote platform
side from bird, kite, balloon, aircrait io
the orbiting spacecrait; in the area of
energy recording, from glass; film (black/
white, colour, #nfrared), to magnetic tape
andininterpretation of data from manned
to machine guided digital analysis.

During the 1960s and 1970s, the
field of remote sensing changed in both
content and organisation.Remote sens-
irig especially non-photographic remote

; sensing, grew rapidly after the launch of
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sensors stimulated much research and
paved the way for the agricultural re-
mote sensing (Lo, 1986). Satellite sensor
data helps trying to plan agricultural
expenditure and production over na-
tional boundaries. Remote sensing may

be used to determine the effect of natural

cropstressasaresultoffloeding, drought,
frost, wind, disease, fire, pests and hu-
man induced crop stress as a result of
pollution, mismanagement or warfare
{Curren, 1985; Kondratev et al 1986). In
many parts of the world, the greatest
benefit made by remote sensing to farm-
ers is weather forecasting which plays
an important part in short term agricul-
tural planning (Barrettand Curtis, 1982).

India has developed a very sophisti-
cated method of collecting and maintain-
ing soil and landuse information. In the
1980s, remote sensing techniques have
been used to study the crop diseasesand
pests that affected coconut trees in
coastal Kerala. In Indla, remote sensing
has been used since 1970s to predict
crop acreage and theyield of wheat, rice,
groundnut and sorghum in selected re-
glons as well as in the cotton-growing
districts of Punjab, Haryana, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra,
Wheat acreage (Orissa and Andhra
Pradesh] have been estimated by using
digital data derived from IRS - 1A in
1988-89 and these satellite - based
estimates fared well in comparison with
those made by conventional methods.

Apart from the LANDSAT imageries.
the French Satellite System (SPOT) car-
ries high reselution visible (HRV) sen-
sors capable of recording an image in 3
wave bands with a spatial resolution of
20 meters which is ideal for many areas
of agricultural application. The avall-
abllity of sterioscopic capability of SPOT
has added a new dimension to the study
of soils. The reliability of soil studies will
further increase with the regular use of
radar on board satellites.

Pressure on land by various causes,
has considerably increased in recent
decades. Agricultural land has been con-
verted into non-agricultural land.Thus,
it is necessary to evaluate land for its
productivity and suitability for various
uses, For this purpose, remote sensing
techniques provide quick information
about the current status of landuse and

associated characteristics. Satellite im-
ages are very helpful to compare the
physiographic and sofl boundaries fo
understand their perfect correlation
which was delineated on aerial photos.
Identification of the significant
vegetational changes is also possible but
not of all the vegetation types. Satellite
images and airphotos are useful in the
production of better quality soil maps
that form the basis for soil conservation
measures.

LANDSAT digital data was used for
soilmapping for parts of Andhra Pradesh
(NRSA, 1978) and Southern parts of
Tamil Nadu (NRSA, 1978) with limited
ground truth. LANDSAT data is used in
India, in delineation and mapping of soil
salinity (Venkataratmam, 1980}, where
in two degrees of soll salinity can be
differentiated using computer aided
multi-spectral data analysis system (M -
DAS). Based on satellite data 16 per cent
of India's land area is classified as waste-
land. Small scale soil mapping and land
evaluation were carried out recently in
India on the basis of IRS 1A data for the
Doom Valley in the northern part of the
country.

Landuse maps in several developing
countries have been updated on the ba-
sis of satellite data. Land degradation
areas have been identified and assessed
and potential areas suitable for particu-
lar crops have been determined in sev-
eral studies. And it is being also known
that this technology has been widely
used for land resources inventories at
national, regional and sub-regional lev-
els. Landuse data is indispensable infor-
mation for a city planner for the urban as
well as the surrounding area. The satel-
lite imageries taken at different seasons
also provide valuable information about
location of water resources, natural
resources,agricultural landuse, transpor-
tation networks, urban landuse; settle-
ment distribution too can be obtained
from this systems which {s most useful
Hfor urban planning.

Remote sénsing reliably helps to lo-
cale surface water resources, assess
major watersheds and their run-off ca-
pacities, delineate the flocded areas or
temporary famine conditions. Increased
use of ground water in the last few dec-
ades has made it necessary to develop

methods of studying ground water flows
in various geological formations. The
ground water resources should be as-
sessed by conducting systematic and
scientific surveys and the available po-
tentialshould be utilized judiciously with-
out affecting the existing hydrological

" condition of the area. Remote sensing

techniquesare now being used in ground

water exploration.

Areas favourable for ground water
development are also being identified
with the help of the satellite imageries.
Geomorphological, tectonic and landuse
maps are prepared using this. Landsat

~ data assist to identify the most probable

areas of water potential. Landforms,
drainage characteristics, vegetation
types. soil tones, land cover types, lake
patterns are the indicators of ground
water features on landsat images. A col-
our composite image is the most useful
for groundwater interpretations, but line-
aments and some drainage characteris-
ticsare seen best on black-and - white IR
images (Moore, 1977).

Grouﬁd water is one of the most
natural replenishable mineral resources
which warrant careful planning and ju-

" dicious development to bring maximum

benefit to the people. The application of
remote sensing techniques in this field
therefore plays a vital role in delineating
probable potential water zone areas for
further ground water extraction and de-
tatied ground water studies. In the coastal
geomorphology, parts of Cauvery and
Agniar river basins in Tamil Nadu, India,
the favourable units for ground water
development in alluvial plains, beach
ridges, tertiary up and low land have
been identified. Remote sensing is useful
inseveralwater-related application which
include sediment transport analysis.
pollution control, status appraised of
water bodies, watershed management,
monttoring of drainage patterns and irri-
gation. Satellite imagery can reveal the
water level before and after planting.
Interpretation of satellite imagery has
been found useful in menitoring marshy
areas, river levees and inundated areas.
In large water bodies, it is possible to
delineate silt deposits, silt dispersal pat-

~ tern and active silting zones.

The recent advances in the field of
remote sensing have generated a great
awareness throughout the world. These
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Cont. from page. 26

good results. Therefore the teachers of
these tuition classes have to be competi-
tive and aware of all changes that take
place in the syllabuses and must imme-
diately inform the students about them.
A majority of the private teachers in
tuition classes are graduates who have
obtained first or second classes. An un-
qualified person can deceive children for
a short time only. The job of a Govern-
ment school teacher is safe evenif all his
studenis faill an examination. If, on the
other hand, in some year, all the stu-
dents ofa tuition master fail, the fact gets
adverse publicity. In the following two or
three years, he will be driven out of his
job by the competitive market of tuition
classes. Consequently private tuition
class teacher has to impart an education
that will produce results.

It is difficult to cover the entire
syllabus fully within one year. A large
number of additional classes have to be
vonducted. A main superfieial objection
is that classes are conducted on Poya
days. If an additional class is not allowed
on week days it has to be conducted on
a Poya day or a Government holiday. The
tuition master has to pepare the student
in such a way as to enable him to face the

stiff competition that prevails in the A
level examination successfully. For this
purpose the tuition master might have to
plan alarge number of additionalclasses
so that it will be possible for him to doin
one day what is dene in a month at
school. Otherwise it will be difficult for
him to cover the syllabus fully. It will
indeed be difficult to produce good re-
sults without covering the entire sylla-

~ bus.

It is inconvenient for a school master
to distribute printed or roneoed books,
leaflets ete. among students. He does not
have the necessary facilities to roneo and
distribute among students the tutorials
ete. which have been discussed. If he
levies any fee for the purpose there will
be an agitation against it in the school.
However, a tuition master can do it with-
out causing any problems.

If the syllabus is covered in school in
away thatwill enable the students Lo get
a good pass at the examination, they will
not be attracted to tuition classes when
they realise it. To what extent is this
practicable? There is serious uneven-

. ness in the distribution of national edu-

cational resources. There isa great crisis

in education due to the discrepancy be-
tween the numerical growth and qualita-
tive development in education. The sys-
tem of tuition classes is a bi-product ofit.
It is impossible to get rid of the bi-
product without solving the crisis. Those
who criticise the existing system of tui-
tlon classes must find out whether oth-
ers follow a course of action different
from that followed by themselves. Al-
though a critic has the right to criticise
he must have a broaderview of the entire
crisis of education. I do not think the
parents who send their children to Inter-
national Schools have a reasonable right
to criticise tuition classes. Ifan inquiry is
to be held as to whether tuition classes
are useful, the students who study in
tuition classes also must participate in
it.

1 do not say that there are no short-
comings in the set up of tuition classes.
In fact there are many. Among them are:
(1) inadequate attention on the part of
the teacher to each student’s weaknesses;
{2) concentration on education to win at
the competitive examination, to the total
exclusion of exira-curricular activities,
artistic skiils. creative skills etc. [3) de-
cline in discipline in some tuition classes.

- Cont. from page. 37

need something as complex, say, as
Microsoft's Word," argues Marc Sokol,
head of product planning at Computer
Associates: “They just need a basic pro-
gram,” To get its new products into the
home the firm is considering using eve-
rything from door-te-door salesmen to
“software parties”.

Like Computer Associates, Borland,
WordPerfect and Microsoftare alsoadopt-
ing an increasingly medular approach to
designing software. As Microsoft's Mr
Higgins points out, sharing software
‘building - blocks between programs not
only cuts costs, it also enables the les-
sons leamnt from one product to be trans-
ferred to others: “There isa great need to
make business software easier to use--

and that is something we can learn from

the software we are designing for chil-
_ dren.”

The snag is that, whereas unit sales
of home-PC software packages are set to

soar in 1994, most products will sell for
§70 or less. Profit margins will never
again rival those of the early 1990s,
when mass-market software sold direct
to cistomers for $795, and routinely left
firms with a gross profit after develop-
ment costs of well over $700.

Not quite enough

In an attempt to make up the short-
fall, software companies are also trying
to sell a range of new services to their
existing, mostly business, customers. To
support its complex new Windows NT
software, Microsoft is training a small

army of independent technical-support

_engineers to act as consultants to cus-
tomers. Microsoft sells the consultants
the software tools they need; customers,
in theory, then buy extra Microsoft soft-
ware.at the behest of the consultants.
Mr. Higgins is enthusiastic about the
fledgling scheme’s profitability and the
potential of such “solutions-oriented”
business.

‘At the same time, Microsoft and most

other software firms are considering
charging all of their customers for tech-
nical-support services, at present mostly
provided free via toll-free telephone lines.
Microsoft, Novel and- Banyan (and sev-
eral smaller software firms] already
charge for technical suppert for their
networking software.

Will all this be enough to support the
soltware industry in the style to which it
has grown accustomed? Few in the in-
dustry think so, which is why most soft-
ware firms are scurring to cut costs. ,
Borland cut its workforce by a fifth in '
1993 and claims to have reduced its
operating costs by $60m a year; it may
have to make further cuts in 1994 if it is
to remain independent.

Privately owned WordPerfect had
hoped to ge public in 1993. but is be-
lieved to have postponed its plans be-
cause of poor profits. Alan Ashton,
WordPerfect’s co-founder, stepped down
as president and chiéf executive in De-
cember, and the firm is expected to an-
notince a reorganisation soon. It is also

Cont. on page. 59
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biawe o rlghit to clalm for g petiion e they
pay for 1t Inatances such as o beautiful
bdy hlred for adivectlsing a brand of
saip, Or 4 Ceftaln commiecelal physiclan
clalmitgin the press o gree penzirient
rellef o comman, phiysicd illness do oot
serve s pantllels to the edueation toade,
Needl=ss ta any that the adverHsemenls
alsedo kelp. When it comes e educallen
there ahould B more secious teklog
ox tas exnecied servlos Io The clencs and
s effz=eis on he soelefy as o result

Thoughts for & pusksinoble teltion
trade

It fs u=eteds attemping (o push the
neillicig of aecondary schal eedemesd
caace back tnip the wrstenn by another
foree, Thers = oa place in e The necss-
saly ls baf te put them Sack inbs It The
ey presenice of a lnrge ooozker of -
wres frarm The secordany and lecHary
eduertlan systean doce not wasmenl a
syslein Lo perpetuate it Whel |s neces-
g2y 16 o provide s mere viakle and a
tanplzle meslem: Mew courses wilh mors
practaal rainlng and providing sul-
ajenit akilis o face the ehallepge oF the
dettands, should be growided by the
tudilon classes aud Instlmutions, Thess
are alsa ceuraes which could leosd ta
practieal tralning and Gmiker hilgler edu-
cargan, having reia Honship with any of
the seademle. sihjects of the accendary
Iepel,

There are syrmgianza of ferelan tol-
Hoo insbileles |I'JI.':I.t|f_|.'jI.'I!!; these nesds
and slirting cowrses bo pradually grb
e totad deviand. Yelihe real dernimlin
the Teeal context hes nal. been undec-
aoad by them ar thels sl agents. Tho
exprrlenerd Willon vasters and the r
slitles wia have been associaling the
wauth for a long s aregmtecapalbils of
wideratanding (hefeelmps ol theaeyroung
onca; These vouth s o mawer of Bct are
the 'masiecs' themashed as they hawvs
Leen emploglog gainfully all the belues
arl also withdhe passags of Lne bedeme
adults very snan. Flerce 0 cauld be re-
garded a5 @ greal natlonal senvoean
addilicn o kel a healthy develepment
ol L= titien ldustnr far the plonesrs Lo
select o lendly and genuine appriaei
1o hiely: thils grear buman pelertud,

There ja abundant informatien sod
shdies dene on lhis |==ne, hy many
emunenl Insthviduais and organlzatlans,
There are alss apfanizatens and agen-
cles te provide guldance and leardecship,
YoraHopal orlented courses roudd be
taught with Unkages and  laddess tu
hilgher edsientivn, Imstead of ditvlng them
to 4 non-attainable mamimaton reonlt,
the attentlon of 1he invesiars In sduca
lloa sheulsl he drawn te the attunable
shlilsclevelopiaest progmnes The new
trends L the econannr and comonerce
ghould be diverted to thia end, O [or a
stact srerr twdblon class (or B persom|
uilkizes b el Lhe tirmover o ressareh
and idsvelaguoent, Wit o LIkl task
o d=velap & more realiste and a paying
venlure, A wery usslsl service an the
soclety sl then be regacded as a veally
u=eful one. Sa far the examinacian fall-
uwree bave provdded technlelans, manag-
er6. Bdminlsicalars and even Lulliem
maslers frarn TR thie denp-aiks.

Flaalhe |t e suggested that the tuitlon
induatoy which s very [ormedatde fores
i o rousl ey Jeak ek s what hes
been TappenEing aod resder o ew secy-
ke ta the greag babour supply readily
evrlatie ln Their hands thraugh a lsas.
bile supperh systen. 1t s also essential ta
miake thiz partleslar gronp to feel and
understand the ceallty, creats an swace-
ness amongd thase wha are [ sehocls
ard et opee o thls ceality o near fotuse
atd open the nurds of teachers. eoupley'-
o5 secnomie planners and of parents Lo
contibuce thelr share, [nslsad of aur
youlh beooming the victims ol eempel-
UYrm l=l them be arened with sufficzent

echivcieihanal tasls ta promote compell-
tveness, goclal mobilly aod demoali-
zatlon of power.
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(_'.‘on.t. from page. 34

Table 3

Summary of Imports
The annual average of few selected items
{as & percentage of the total value)
Item 18988-92 1993*
Rice 2.3 0.9
Sugar 4.5 : 3.5
Milk 2.4 2.0
Motor Cars & Cycles 2.6 : 1.4
~ Petroleum : 10.8 _ 7.8
Textiles i s 21.2
Building Materials 3.9 4.6
Transport 3.9 8.6
Machinery & Equipment 9.5 114
Others 45.9 . 38.6
100.0 100.0
 Source: Central Bank of Sri Lanka
Table 4
Import Prices (C.I.F.. Rs.}

Year ! * Rice Value Sugar Value Petroleum

Ton Ton per barrel
1987 6,086 6.348 544
1992 12,021 13,383 803
1993 11.833 14,183 %

exports. A rise in the amount of cinna-
mon exports has substantially pushed
up the velume of minor exports. In 1988,
6810 metric tons of cinnamon peel were
exported and In 1992 it rose to 8,238
metric tons. There has beeri a consider-
able expansion in the export products -
such as vegetables, fruits, cashewnuts,
unmanufactured tobacco, betel leaves
ete,

During the last 5 years there has
- beena slight fall in the foreign exchange

allocation set aside for investment goods.
Out of these goods about 10% of the
exchange allocation has been set aside
for the importation of machinery. At the
same time in recent years there has been
an improvement in the transport equip-
ment and building materials. ;

But the expected production targets
in cardamom, pepper, coffee and other
minor export products were not realized
because of the fall in prices in the forelgn
markets,

Imjiorts

The export earnings of Sri Lanka are
sufficient to pay only 72% of the foreign
exchange required to pay for the imports
(1992 data). At the same time a notable
feature inthis isthe fact that this amount
expands every year. During the last five
years the rate of expansion has been
9.3%. The average S.D.R. of the money
expanded for imports during these years
was S.D.R. 980 Millions (Rs. 105,768
Millions), The amount of foreign exchange
expended upto September 1993isS.D.R.
993 Millions (Rs. 33, 409 Millions), 54%
of the forelgn exchange set apart for
imports have been spent on processing
Intermediate goods.

Among these goods, textiles, petro--
leumand fertilizer take a major share. As
a percentage it adds upto 279%. More
foreign exchange had to be devoted to
petroleum. not so much due to expan-
sion of importation but mainly because
the price payable for a barrel of unirefined

* oll had gone up tn the foreign market.

During the past few years due to the
expansion of the garment industry there
had to be heavy imports of textiles and
hence the amount of foreign exchange

_expended went up annually.

During the past 5 years the foreign
exchange set apart for consumption
goods too rose. Rice, sugar and milk
foods took much ofthe foreign exchange.
When comparing average amount of
sugar Imported for the five years 1988-
92 with that of 1983-87, there is not
much of a significant difference, But
during the last 5 years the foreign ex-
change expended on a metric ton of
sugar has doubled. The same trends are
observed in the importation of rice.

Cont. from page 59

in a number of markets, iric]udihg financial
and foreign exchange markets.

............. -Another factor that is uniquely Ko-
rean is the centralized nature of the govern-
ment, which in the 1970s directly or indirectly
controlled almost two-thirds of the invest-
ment resources of the economy. The govern-
ment mainfaius political and social stability
and initiates policy changes in ways that
would be difficult to implement in Western

democracies. Labour organizations, in par-
ticular, are kept weak, so that wages are also
kept low. The government exercises over-
whelming control over resource allocation. In

the 1960s, government savings and foreign

savings {both determined by the govermment)
financed about 60 percent of Korea's annual
domestic investinent.

............. In addition, the government contin-
ues to regulate credit allocation in the organ-
ized financial sector..

e, Indeed i i difficult Lo imagine that

Korea would liave achieved the economic suc-
cess and the restructuring it has had if the
government frad introduced a non interven-
tionist, liberal economic system in which prices
clear markets and allocate resources.”

Yung-Chul Park - “Korea” in Dornbusch,
Rudiger & Helmers, F, Leslie C.H: - [ed-
ited]. The Open Economy: Tools for
Policymakers. inn Developing Countries,
OUP, 1991. o =

Cont. on page. §1
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Cont. from page. 60

Sri Lanka has such lessons to learn
[rom these countries, in her own effort to
reach NIC slatus. On the basis of her
present status of socio-economic condi-
tions and the leve] of policy implementa-
tion, iLis not possible to “predict” that Sri
| Lanka will reach NIC status, even withinp
the next one and half decades, com
pletely leaving aside the target of reach-
ing it'in 7 years, by the year 2000.

Cont. from page. 57

cannot easlly be used to highlight the
econormic, social or political process that
underlie so many questions of resource
management. It is alse noted that the
atmosphere acted as an ideal propaga-

its own diffleulties. Image processingisa
skilled and specialist enterprise which
acquires a range of new skills in develop-
ing countries.

Remote sensing provide a rich array
of spalial data inputs to Geographical
Information Systems which is benefiting
considerably from developments in com-
puter-assisted cartography. The need to
optimise the use of natural resources in
an ecologleally sustainable manner is
growing more urgent by the day, and a
technology like remote sensing can play
an important role. Remote sensing cen-
tralises data and, therefore decision-
making, while also helping lo democra-
lise the planning and management proc-
esses by releasing previously unavail-
able data.
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