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.L":'L promincisl fesure  of che  highe:

education syseem in 56 Lavka is o thai
reluting o admission o Uk universicy
edncation, Many sudeats in schuals sxpuece
b secore admizsion tooosudy i the
urversily. Tt this 2an be 222led anly hy
# few. Inoaddition 10 Unse whn give up
seheal educationd due W vatious TeRsI0E
ingluding financisl diffculies o very larpe
nuober drog owl dus o cheir Failure
pvercame e il huedle - el the
Advanced Level exsminhtizn. Al present
Roound L2500 stubenie it e Ay
Levelchantinatian anomally. Alhaugh abows
A0 per et of them pess the chant, anly
arcuend 10000 of them are acleoied R
university educatian

Iey thviss wystemn of elusncien tie fien af wiich
ix adimissin o the yniversioy dvose win fail
b ecdigse heir agim gem the S0ty as 4
- frustraied  lok,o eashles v securs any
enploynsnt dve g lack of vocational skilis,
Tlais & Uve main Tersen for uoemplevingi
anwoite fhe educated vooth in e counny
and lier the wastape of prine hows foice
wite can coriribnee fo e doveleanent sl
i cowmery, This is dlso a case af wosib
witresd urising  from iz ureinpliemens
silualion.

Thase wio ard griviledged 1 pursaie hizher
gducation in $ri Lanks are @ ainorily when
conrpared with e other cawntries . Tn same
beveloped cowntiea a faivly Targe proqporricn
of vouch populsik between 2024 vears
(UK E1%, Franee 30%, Kades 48%) pursae
higher educption whibks in the develiping
coundries like Thailand, Plalippines this
percemtege 45 avound 19%  al 26%
mspectively, Hewewar, i S 1onks
oppPariwndly oo furswe civersity education is
grailable caly w &% . Aldhouph this s no
& satsfactory Feawne i is difficult o cnicod
Iigher edveation zeilitivs 00 2l dur o
limired posoiree avaslable in- S Lynks.
Besides.  cxpavsion  of  Lcilities  for
wniversiy edusation wikhoul planeicg for
socio-econamic developomeol canes be g
Tabonsl Bafution e probien.

Apcerdligly, o designing e hegher
education palicies in Sci Lanks a fow hasic
tialiers have i be concedesed.

Firsly, the secondaiy cducation sysiems
shoulel ensure miar o=l leavers have
acnmirsd wvoraticnal  skills  dfrom  dheic
sillezbion which will =nhancc
their  emplovment  oppartunities, [ is
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Higher Education in Sri Lanka
- Need for Relorm

HAPEITRAL [ BCViSE Dracnng, Courses which
will =nable gudenls W seowic SMIPIAs e
if they 12t e ehrain adoission o merae
Tiipgher cowcatian,

Sceendly, an aceeniable and ressoimatle
wnverstly  enlrance policy  zhould  he
Forrmldzwed by gow=re selection of de aiall
il ol stnclents goalified for adimssion
lain very Tirze momhers of aose wl seek
silwivstan, The mest comtioversial issue in
iz hizstary af 47i-Lanks Higher Edacainm
b heen this Lniversily Entraoee Pilicy

Histerically, e wwjoricy wha =nszred e
umiveraics intally wers Friom well @ o
secdion af the popielation b gy chiz
wag changed & cowming these apporfinies
ooolaer fewcks ol e sy, Howouer, il
canans be claitned fhar thess i3 31 pr=seni an
Cguilahibe adutributicn of haplhor oducaiiom
lavilites. Por expmple. st e majurity of
sladenty selecied far Malical, Linpineering
b Archieenine Colrss: came ‘nan urkan
and ecoamenically sfrang fantilis: wherses 2
tiagiwily of shaleabs fram socal lnsibe gel
selected fior ATl Smicsee.

Uit disarihgtion of edwcatioimal Fwiliies
afiong varbos SEEices sl iohikis the
tealubivm of 4 reasonable wiversioy enlninas
falicy. This waeadequately demansrrnted
whicis the emnmas Crideris wese Tased only
e meril. Thie reealezd ik a lew shalen)s
fering zdlmined from pegwlius disrids wics
less educalional facildiex ared o lagge
iwitilzr af studenes beiing adocibed Froon lese
pupaladians distizlz with uwne sducariongl
facifitizs. Tn order (o romeds s, 2 system
of sandurdisnrion was intswiuosd 1 give
owre changes 10 the swdenls camimyg, friam
bosa privilelged arcas bur diz spain wnded
oo affect the gpportinities of cestam ither
simlenbs, Bar ciample in ceriain sifuasioms
A =stndlent wale les narks Immoa cerinin
dutrict many per adinission while ammher
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wWha st soaved censidberably bigh narks
am canataer  distridd oma¥ oL gsia
adiissim, Theeefore, it s impagtant o
dlsike o bainmcs beraesn merdd And shoss

under  priviigdzed  in desigidng  fai
Gluversfy snrrnoes poley.
The  dther majir Fielt in the  highes

et sxsrzin in Sti Tanka has besn ity
inihiline teommatich requirements of the
cannarry. Alrhemgh the annoal nundaece af
wiaduaes carning sl fane umsversies nuiy
te araund 100000 = considerabie sunsher
has fated v secisie canglus e whiles o i
kG ol s are wodsr emplovel, 0o
cizar chay there i5 a lack of compatbaliy
betwozn the labour roguarcocos and che
cducarional qunlifications. Due e the
changss dn e coomwnes sysems i e
recent past the respansibiline of the st a3
mie main  poovider of cmplovinenl as
Claaged  and  oow esnphayrnenl
pporuniies are avgilible i the privie
secbor bl wince e qualificariong: of joub
weskote gTE ML il o pradnates are
widl umermploved and this his pgpravassel the
unernplormeni problems amomge o fhe
wiaduite.

Ul wan arees i their gnivessitics necd
izl proeide viscabivn-based education. But a
descloping eountry ke Sri Eankp dealistic
VHLE  Lagiiil ihe  ramwonal
Fequairemiends. Ay o resile the snhjects quch
a5 Lasabuon,  waluion and ] I
managont have . been  omehdsl in the
diiversily cufricelam and mare vacaion -
maned  cooses hove heen drodezed i
Subargamews voil Rnjarnea Tloiversites, AL
the szine e there 2re all=mitions abont
the demicion o the gualing af =iloearion
In the Ttecerd pasc . the
rivmber of admissions kas pones wn b e
has been o sabenmial jnorcgse w L
nppropaation of public fends. The prcseont
budiretury - allscorien G universitss g
uraandd i per cemi of  fednl  puble
expendiruve . Theto this madeysiee funding.

Lo’ to pige 33

L & E———
e R

] r-l*-ll' TI . :._: i:.'_- \

ITRITE

arveEr-Tide

L Wi sitics

Econumdec Heview Januory 1957



Dichotomy in Higher Education
and Development

If wie wene ki ol develupineil

IHEEEr cemnny nrd, ws waeld have Beci
ernviresl] thie 0F was mofwp oioes Uian
germamic  greaveh, Foro ecapitd o,
Lirtes Mutiml Proaluer (GWNFY, ncoms
disivihutne ol intladca were fho
i.;'||.|_.'l:.‘=1 ok fackars in i, Thi= w3 ar ety in
Wi covnkimiies domnisd clevelopment
ioking o an era whizh heligvsd fur
CEonoEIe  larwirs weEre ar e ocors af
develapzzne, [ il kas now been renbisel
Usal it ix mx  pessible o achieve
ssgamnalle  sicieconmiie develommen|
Ustough prianaiiem af prrewth nf =imnomic
lwcars alone. ThEre are plse 50meE G-
ez sozidl tiarors which ceatritus
o eoomomic  develspmerd. The mose
irnpsietind arvng such factors is clusaciao,

A siraiegey Far wholesome develagioeig of
a mnery, shoold cnsure thar cducation
dewglopment procesds pazi pazso wiidy is
soanmny developrient, The pow comee
Eogwn  ax 0 "Haman  Resouros
Development” (FMBDY has been de'viloped
o Tulfil this requissmett whicki fcusses
o che l-‘|l.:'r'¢|l:l|!-."|'.l'.:||[ Ul ARRIU AL Ky s lEin
ul edwcation arad impniing of oaoine W
tnaech the meeds of spaplovmont.

Lkl vl Mew Svetem of BEdocation

The spsteen af firmal edozation has a voiy
kg ety in e Lenka. It ownded w
fiaber respegd for the Yodocaed man®,
Tlds was naf beczuss o lioerans porsan
cowdd read and explain relizious escs bus
alad beguwse sich o person could aspice w
bescomne o pevernmens functonacy. e
-~ svsleni ol beinpds education in s "Pirveas
whnh - was b oldest  cducaticoal
insticwin in Sri Lapk:  ncluded o
aileition: e peligious edwcaion,  pali,

sansgrd il the macher Banzuage - Smhala

coniumniz Keview Faiigey 197

- was availabile wr bieh manks ad lavinen

loe Pirieena educafion coreicehoins
cllakiled sanderly i pain skille s suin iy,
gocln  sclonoe: o myurveds e Wi
impartagt o that parnllel terad
EVELEMIS O dnslrucdiom alsse copfmmessd sids:
Ty sidc with wanple education, Teshnicl
skille w0 sphiercs swch = =nzineering and
Fpclranlizs poodod W comsbius) rasereoics
intd - canals owere  iransmnied  froo
SERCraticn W deneTulEm by iswchun
larn father te gem or aegnired Bueocrag
i]lpll.'l:ll_m.*-.--.'l'lirl. Thiv seslem of aducnton
poovaaled  in ¥ri Tsnka  singe . che
Avvdvadivapwa perial m30d centery RC

“The it sweh educarivmnl insifotion ia S
Lanka his heen ilenbifisd 2z Abhavs
Ciciya ol Mahavibarg doring excsvations
fry the Archasologicyl Deppmnennof B
Lampka wnder Culiumd Trinngle Projec:

Adver S Lacka becains o Brilksly Coleny
iy 1813 rhis loeal hizher educagion sysem
was marginnlized or weakened, while the
Brisish missionery edessiion  sysiem
bocains awoit pegidar. The later system
wdi degigied gaioly o predocs man
peran apmwopriats for - whie: collac jobs
oauiled by iz camoial sdounsorsies. In
Gz cidcatio:n avaman whiclh sl peevails
rducation ar the upivarsine deomes evel B
rotogitiscd as Uex hiplor level, In Bz
Lanka wivorsite cducarion leading po the
award af @ degree 12 regolated ad fanded
b i gowcriacat siess 1920 when os
st Mpiversiey College was catalhalcd in
Cotienb,

The cuicenl  steclse of 3 Lanks
University  educasional  mslauions  ang
wrnpreed of maan Beollcs nnciy, ans,

faw, imedecal, marzeeoment and @ewace,
egineeise,  agiealaeg,  vercrinary
medivine, - anmnal geeee,  indigénons

woedivine, loomaribies sid aoebiestane. L

noolaham org | aavanaham org

addition mene azz (eeilites Mo paose-
gracuate sndize providsd o soms of hie
LIRiversinics.

I Srn Lanka, the sysweon ol umiversity
cducsiion & gonesally ool ol oreated,
Hewewer,  susdents who sy and
conplets  Uee finsl examimniom i fhe
ancdwal Feuliies zie recag nsed s medical
dochors and  are albawibed by the
BOVEEMACUL T faivo a% anedical allicers.
SIUGIE |’._|ua!_i|'_".'i||g Frien the oalker
faculiics, excepl arls and  subepce om
witizle ke amajonwy pass oot da et find
ngicl diilicuily an Dinding emalogment,
Arrording w1955 shibisdics the aumhber af
aludents whar gaalily  from the s
sednee faculles wak arsund f5% of
JL0HE endor-gradioane sudengs,

fustitutiona] Vramewrk

The Viiversaly system which js poverned
by e provessiss of the Doiversiny Aot
Mo. 1o of L9T8 coasisis of te foilowing
necwnrk of IRgifucions:

12 matonal Upiversities  (Calomba,
baspeny, Jaffha. Kelaniva, Peradeniya,
Moralowa., Rajarars, Bohona,
Labacagamiaws, Scuth Easem, ri
Javawardcnapura and Cpen Tniversing;

" post-gradusie imstiteies  (hpmiculiues,
Archacology, Mannpenens, Medivime, Pali
ard Buddhise Shali=: aml Scrne=);

*% ather higher educkrional  instituies
i Acsthetic Shadics, Computer Techorbogy,

Ganpaha  Wicziamarschchl  Avurvesdn,
Jirdipeonias bdedicine  and Workers
Educationl;

£ Albaed Twiversipe Collzpes  (pr
Matara, Samanturei, Trincemaler wre
Wauniva); snd

TPhe Ooiversine Grans Commusion
UG which s dhe apex hody  hal
allocass funds, determinss ndmissions and
supervises and  moniars the ovenall
wotkitg of the UTniversine systam.

1{'l.l‘|.ﬁ:'i




Algecher there are 45 Taculies: and 230
depuriments of sudy in the Libversin
sysicm

It may be poesd that leere are alsa a
pumber of depres pwanding  instilolicas
which bl msicle the T niversilies A
and hemce do onol pane owalin s
aupcrvision of the TG0, Thase ae Pah
and Buddhist Universiog; Natemal Tnslituees
ull  Education; Eomlewaln  Tefence
Acadony and Matianal Instinnes. af Sovil
Llewelopaent which have been estblished
ureler sepasale Acts of Parliamene, LIGE
T abso reeepiosd pvedepree awanding
sz, oemely  Instiee of Compule:
Tazhsalogy {for compofer shalies) arl
Enstatwde of Hureey and Biapping (for
UMV inE SUismos),

Universily o dmis b

Aulrnmsion of smdsnie fo amiversites s
goverard by poliey formulused by g
Duiverdiny Grans Commission with e
consue s af the-povernment, Admission
i el fionsed o the basis of npgreguaes
madrks abtained by a cordidaes at the GUE
tAdvanced Level) examinncion of e
relfevanl veal. For canple the minimuwm
recjuirement fir admissien o Er.||-;i1|u|.~1'ing
viurses {inclling yuanliy Surveying dnd
surveying  sciemce) i5 passes in four
ppproved subjects o dhe Advanos] Level
iAL) eraminabon with not less chen an
agprepate af W marke, The minimum
resjuicemeene for all ather couTses i passes
in three subjects bus ned loss than 25 per
cedrt in e fourts approved subjest ik an
ngprspate of nod bess than LAD marke.

Relevtion af sedea oin AT agpecpao
marks was made ohoa doal criesoa,
wanicly (a) all lslaod wecit aod (B} meric
cn A disteict basis, The catiorale for the

slopding & districe basis & tie covsxderalibe
tizparitics sl o beieezn dissics in
regand o educsmonel facuitles. The dual
criferin - geught W cnbine el wish
cquity and
adoisguones:
*Tn il case of ars sobjecis fehers inles-
dsscrec dispariies mo2ducativaal Frzititiess
are comidensd  oas relatively  lowd,
Ednnasions.  were d=leninieed onoan il
iglad ol badas, dhat 18, in oorder of
nearks compiled o the oauanery 25 a
wiwaks, Howewsr, 1L was erisuired chir
Wz woal pamber adiniteed oo ane disirist
Was oL s San Dal o Ue academis year
153,594

Lairnesxs  in

Urdmiznining

Al U case ol ail ather eougsed of scady
(that 15, ot dan Arcs), 40 per cenc of
the aduissiony wis nade ao zin il islad
meric  basis wod the Dalanas G0 e ccal
dima districl basis as. ndicarsd Below!

12 35 per conr of the sdmissions for sach
e of stedy was allacaesd fo e 235
discricds in propottion to the popniafsn in
caclh disgrset (the racie af  districe
population to ths national papuiaban,

(k¢ 3 por ccol of the sdmission wos
albeeawd o 13 distiscls which  wens
considered as edvucationa s disadvantag sd
diswres o e bags af popalation (i
radicr of e disteicr popukiian oo die szl
mapudabiom of the 13 disogis)  Thease
disiricts were: MNowara Lliya. Ampua,

Hadulla, Haadhaouna,  Aawoadhagpera,
PFalormuruwa,  Mamer, Moueragals,
Trimcomulue, Kilmochehi,  Mullaiivy,

Faffro amd Wavimiva.

Given e ukied  oumber . of  places
availlable m e Uversites of 8¢ Lanka,
amwnisgion ol worvessilees 15 gl
congpetitive.  Larpe nwiibess who lave
sabefied e iminianzn eolty sequirciisis
heave Tatled Lo pain adimisgion., Aa &6cn by

the =zbviics piven in. Tahle 1. fior rhe
e vears L3304 1 PARGET, e
lntbced adiniied  owere paly 18-17 per
conl uf those havioe the miniewn oy
gualilicativas. However, the ial nwnther
lag weveased by ahour 2,350 a0 24 per
cend duviyg thas fowr vear pesiod . Tabb: 1)

Twersaf e naan criticismes leeelled apahbs
e ales adutisgione polsy ares da) i
Catlure s ezogiide  olcd-diaccier
disprarities, (hil 1+ dilTersnces @ il
availanle in schoels within a districy, and
(bl the failure o dest the apritide ol U
carelicdates, the  selection ey Bascd
wilely nn the agprepure marks.

Aosmill mumber of comililasss, iLel noil
it than 1.5 per cend of the dodal, i
némikzl on speciol coreklerations, namsly

(a) peeacnnsl of seourioy forzes, (b0 these
who haes escelled fnoperivitiss sach s
sports and arts, end (g chose who have
ghydizd overseas and obrined faecien
il i,

Floance

Tlew povedusicn! budpes fusded abour 95
per cent of the wfal sxpendinure of the
aniversite system daving 199386, The
provizig in the Censolidaicd Pand for
19906 and 1997 15 prven boelow:

145 [gey

[Bs ¥illion
Recurren: 1,500 2,250
Capriwb 10 1L
Tkl 1Ol 3,550

L orefaton w Goess Doaseste Proedect
{GDF) ol tus counly. the abave Tuaoces
airgient by dhowl O pee cenl.

Tahie | University Admission 1993/94-19%4/97
———— — = mm——
{11 Academic Veir (21 Mosatisfying 14 41 M Selects
hinimam Eny Mo Seleciad as % el {2
Requirements
125304 53,126 583l (1%
185 A0 2ug L] 154
TEAEE MG 56,740 Lt I 172
IEOROT T 13.21x1
e e 2 s i

Source: Sri Lankan Unlverslty Year Book-19%
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University Community

The composition of the
"community "

University
in Sri Lanka is as follows:

*32,000 full-time undergraduate students. _

#3,600 teachers (including instructors,
tutors and demunstrawrs and lf:mporary
academic staff)

*A 1otal of about 7 ,000 non-academic staff
(made up of about 400 administrative staff
and about 6,600 other non-academic

employees). (See Table 2)

Table 2

likely to be an exception to this.
A university education, we feel,
should concentrate on equipping
a student with a critical
awareness of self and the society
in which the student lives and
works. We should aim at one
all-important end, to interest a
stident in the pursuit of truth, If
at the same time the student
bécomes a  socially useful
Cindividual, and economically
productive at the end of his stay
at the University, the student,
the university and the society at
large will have reasons for deep
satlsfdr,non

‘The breakdown of the undergraduate

The intake of University students.in Sri
Lanka is not decided upon manpower
requirements. The first deciding factor of
intake is the available facilities in the
university. Therefore, only a very small
percentage of the students who sit the
prescribed university entrance examination
the GCE (A/L), is selected for umversny
education.

University education in Sri Lanka is not
~ designed to match the job needs and
therefore not job oriented. According to
the Report of University Grants

Commission on Corporate Plan for
University Education 1984-1988, the aim
of university educau(m ha". been defined as
follows:

"No definition of the aims of
university education will gain
universal acceptance, and the
one we set out below is not

*nggx yiuinedad
it shsrreee

Economic Review January 1997
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population by subject areas

While the university would naturally
regard it as one of its principal functions
to make students economically productive,
that is to say to prepare them for
employment, this is, in a sease,
subordinate to the function of training
their minds, ard nurturing understanding
and appreciation of the values of their
own, and other societies. Given the
complexities of the modern world,and the

multiple changes that confront young

people as they set forth to meet the
challenges of life outside the university,
the importance of the cultivated and
critical mind becomes self-evident.

Inadequacy of Higher Education

It is a well known fact that the entry into
a university today ‘is one of the most
difficult aims to realise. It is a race. After
winning this race, except a few, the other
students achieve the aim by finishing their

noolaham org | aavanaham org

“lobby Ministers,

3 or 4 year academic period, The students

come out as graduates with certificates
which have no sufficient weight to build

up their future. Therefore, the parents of

these graduates have to look after them

until they find jobs some day. Although

the aim of the University is mainly -
focused on making students to face’
challenges of life ouiside the university,

they come back home without an

assurance o secure a way of life or job in

spite of the degree certificate they become

helpless, This is evident in the mass

university students participation in two

youth insurreciions that erupted in Sri

Lanka in 1971 and 1988_.89

This situation emerges because the suhjects

which the students learn in the university

do not directly provide appropriate

qualifications to match specific needs of

employment. Few of these graduates who

are able to gain access 10 or opportunity to

or high functionaries

manage to find some jobs. The others who

constitute the majority swell the ranks of

the unemployed graduates. This problem is

not one which emerged in recent times bt

has been with us for over several decades,

The pressing need, therefore, is for a
subsiantial revision in the curriculum of
arts or social sciences, humanities and
science education in our universities. The
present curriculum in the social sciences
and humanities are inadequate to provide
appropriate education and experience to
match the demand in the job market or
possess the skill needed for the economic
development. Specially over the last two
decade the system of development and
production has undergone major change

from state monopoly to one of private

competitive  market economy. The
traditional disciplines like geography,
history, philosophy, sociology, religious
and cultural studies, political science,
anthiropology, and aesthetics produce
human resources to match the demand, for
the required skills of the market. or not
going par with the demand of the current
job market. Here the country faces a
dilemma. On the one hand, thousands of
young men and women seek university
admission in Arts and Humanities streams
every year to receive education which has
no direct  relevance  to  available
opportunities for their future employment.
Given the nature of the secondary school
education their higher education options
are limited. On the other hand changes in
the humanities and social  science
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Evolution of the University
System of Sri Lanka and its
Current Status

be fret avwanamme: da-
grea ganding woiveraiby
in Bri Lankg, neamely - 1ae
Tadversily ol ey lon, we3
eatablished i fulyl542
I estnblishment waa the ouleome ofn
cadspaienfor e henl nndvereicy carrind
ot by the Wealern cdoneptad elice (o
sbmit fonr decades and marked the
cubidinulion of n seriseof derelupmnts
that teok plac in malation oo highar
rdveation siree abvuc the late 1503

by

Lagizlative Caumncil which wmaz ap-
nmimied o exarmine aod seperkon i seze
ol university edvension resmeansndod
Uik Aeliing upoet s Uiniversity College,
which was wndomserd by the movers-
wient. But tlae implementadon of the
prepesal pot delased se pbns nine
yors hoeauze of the cutlicsisk o the
Firsl. Wirld Wer, Jack of pricocy fir
Lbuis cbetenn b Ahe grendp of the povern-
mant and iodecision naording the
mnke pnd Joeation of Lhe Callege

Professor 8. Tilakaraina

Chuairman, University Grunts Commisainm

cenbury. Those developmedals amo
briatly describiod holpr,

I EBBH, the Calpmla fvsdemy, Lhit
leading secondary achond o the seun-
try. mas effilinted to the Univeesiny of
Calenttp, Rennmed Doval College it
becaume the first ‘Collepe’ to prodide
e foro L higher siducalion inan fir
83 it prepared scudenta for esteroal
exnminaticns condueted by the Uni-

warrity ol Lomdan,

I 1870 the Ceylun 3ladica] Schoal
waaestabliabed; it wras elevated to the
skztnsal g Collegein L8580 god in 1550
the Liceniiale in Mreticine nnd =nr-
genr (LB offered by chie Callege was
reengnized by che (General Mediesl
Chancal of 1K,

T 2006 the Cevlon Undveraigy Ansa-
cintion wae formed under che leader-
shipatfPonmam belam-Arineelsalam to
cuenpusig for the vatnibhshmene af o
miabinrial eriversily; Whis parnpsaign wis
aupparced by the CevlonSoclal Reforo
Leapgue and came to ke knosmn as the
nmiversitr  movament Anrndn
Uarmamswamy  mas i s nsseniated
with Lhis mervienisal.

Io 1912 ik sub-comunittes of the

1'..'1'!‘ r "_ |, '

Establishment of tho Univeraity
Canllepa

I 194 she Cerlon Uidweraitr Col-
||g-.: wine cstibhlishen in Colombooa sn
alfiiiated mnstiiulien ol the Lniversity
of Londen and e pespaned spudenta T
cxaminacions of that Univeraity.
Hakbierk Marms ol chie Lmiversity of (-
fovd asswned duliesas L Gest Urin
pal afthe Univeraity College.

Theer pering THRE - LR20 was irparker
bar peepara leey alzempts o tranalen
tho Uhniveraity Caolloge dintooa full -
Arslped national uedversile. Hy 1925
exllabiuses nnd other aepects of an
acadewic pragrismme of the propased
nnivereity Ll been ermiplatad and a
denft nniversity ardinarer had heen
lirslised, Arfirat the peopnesn ] wia that
itbelowted in Bullere Road inCalombo
butlaler it hied boen propoaed Llal it b
lozated o the: Dumbora Vellew in Fand y
digtriet, The povernment appoinzed a
Crmmisgion beaded by Sic Welnor
Buchapan Hidrcl to work aut o da
caile of the propased new niversity.
The repart of thes Cummission (pub-
Hahied Bemeiomal Paper TW ol 1929) coe-
ered all ispests afthe problen: includ.-
ing & drad canwslibubion forthe proposed
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univergite, A Bill Lasil wn chis roport
widss roisd osnoond tioee 1 1950 bl
proceaded no furlher heonnes of the
inteaventian of largor nutionel i2eues,
anmals the inbesduclivn of consbn-
tinnal meiorma of 1937, ereel ab the
Cireal Depreagion sod ootk af The
malar epidemiz. The Tniversiy
qu.eaLi.ur.'l had o be posipansd iodefi-

Ten

I'|1-\.--':'J-

I Framuury 1237 the State Cuusiedl
avcepied w moliorm chins o vadversitvbe
immediately eataihishod in Kondy sut
the exacs locacion wiae wlill 0 b doter-
minid and the 'bauile e sices’ contin-
sk, Ewventnally, it wraz decidied
abandien Lhe wilein the Thambars val-
leor in faveue of @ karger ard g aolubs-
rmE are at Pevadesiyva and bhe Bk
Coerneil ngread in LE3S Lo parchise o
galer i Pernderiva,

Establshmentol the University of
{Cevrlom

Liadhiazch 1982, 00 W W hAannan s
the Miniater of Educalion indimduiced
the Ulniversity of Cevlon Bill 10 che
Bbitar Cmmedi whicl soucks woestel
Lels & aniversicy which was 'wnitary,
residantial and avzaramangz’, Thia bill
wna peIesd inte law ax Lhe [lrrlan
Lomivrraity Ordinsnce Moo 20 af 152
and was hrrght, ines operation o 1
July, 18042 The new wniveraity ab-
earbed the two higher eduentiomn] in-
slitutione thae wrave o aperalion
mama by bhe Cerlon Medical ol
At Lhe d tevdom Dnivereiny Collageand
Sl Iviar Fennings twha was che Prioe:-
pal af the Wilversiy Tl lesrel boramac
Lhr fitat Viee - Chancallioe. The st of
the new uwniversity waa e he at
Paradeniva bul-the shifl o chie noes
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@® Vidyodaya and Vidyalankara uni-
versities became full-fledged uni-
versities with the removal of the

~ restriction on the admission of fe-
malestudents and by making provi-
gion for a lay Vice-Chancellor.

_ There had been much critiéism of
the higher education reforms of 1966,

particularly the erosion of university

autonomy as & result of greater gov-
ernment control. The new government
which cameinto powerin-1970 pledged
to reverse the process and restore uni-
versity autonomy. There were great
hopes that a more harmonious rela-
tionship would emerge between the
government and the universities. These
hopes were short-lived; what in fact
happened between 1972-77 was a con-
solidation of government control over
the university system. This change in
government policy was largely influ-
enced by the experience of youth insur-
gency of 1971. It was found that uni-
versities had been hot beds of insur-
gency and that university authorities
had failed to take adequate preventive
measures. The charge was that the
university authorities had watched
‘indifferently or helplessly while the
campuses had become a threat to the
security of the state.

Following the insurgency of 1971,
the government's thinking on the uni-
versities moved increasingly toward
centralisation, that is the idea of a

single university or a monclithic

structure with existing universities
functioning as campuses under a cen-
tral governing authority. The Osmund
Jayaratna Commitiee appointed to
reporton higher educationrationalised
the above thinking arguing that there
would be considerable administrative
sconomies, optimum utilization of re-
sources both in terms of finance and
personnel, and prevention of unneces-
sary duplication of courses of study, as
result of the establishment of a single
university and rationalization of de-
partments of study and courses. This
report was accepted by the government
and mostof its recommendations were

incorporated in the University of

Ceylon Act No. 10f 1972 which became
law in February 1972,

This Act converted all existing uni--
versities into Campuses of a single
university called the University of Sri
‘was headed by a

Lanka which

_ Vice-Chancellor while the campuses

were headed by Campus Presidents. It
was envisaged that this massive exer-

‘cise of re-organisation would take at

least two years to complete and during
that transitional period an appointed
Vice-Chancellor would have complete
autherity in the direction of university
affairs. The governing authority of the
university as well as the various aca-

demic¢ bodies (e.g. Senate, Faculty

Boards ete.) would function in an advi-
sory capacity. What happened in prac-
tice was that the expected transition
did not take place within the two years
and the period of trangition had to be
extended from time to time for a total
of nearly seven years. The outcome
was that the University Act of 1972
was never implemented in full and for
seven years the campuses were gov-
erned under the transitional provisions
of the Act rather the main provisions.

Moreover, the declared objectives of a
single university, such as administra-
tive economies and better utilization of
resources were hardly achieved. There
was for example a substantial increase

of personnel at the centre namely the

Senate House, without any corre-
sponding reduction of administrative
positions in the campuses. The out-
come wag a substantially higher ad-
minigtrative expenditure as well asan
over-centralization of decision making.
Therewas considerable dissatisfaction
within the university community about.
the way affairs were managed under
the monelithic university structure.

 The university system expanded
further during 19700-77; a new campus
was established in 1974 in the north of
the country, namely the Jaffna Cam-
pus and also the College of Technology
was upgraded into a Campus, namely
the Katubedda Campus which concen-
trated on Engineering studies, It may
also be noted that during 1966-77,
universily admissions were co-ordi-
pated centrally and the annual intake
into Arts Faculties stagnated if not
declined marginally in sharp contrast

to the experience of the early 1960%.

when there was an explosion in the
intake. On the otherhand, there was a
conscious atternpt 1o increase the in-
take into Science-based courses (in-
cluding medicine and engineering); the
annual intake had increased by about
80 per cent during 1986-77.

noolaham org | aavanaham

University Act of 1978 and the
Restoration of Independent
Status for Universities under
Central Co-ordination

The new government which came
into power at the general election of
July 1877, initiated action to draft a
new university law to convert the
Campuses into independent universi-
ties which would operate under an
overall co-ordinating body. The Uni-
versitiesActNo. 16 of 1978 represented
an attempt at partial restoration ofthe
autonomy that universities had lost
over the years;independent statuswas
restored within the framework of
overall co-ordination and resource al-
location carried out by a central regu-
latory body, namely the University
Grants Comrnission. The 1978 Act,
which came into operation in January
1979, provided for, inter alia, (a) the
establishmentof the University Grants |
Commission (UGC); (b) restoration of
the six campuses to the status of in-
dependent universities; (¢) creation of
new higher education institutions in
the form of colleges, campuses and
institutes. Under the new Act, the
Minister in charge of higher education
continues to enjoy the power to give
general directives in pursuance of
national pelicy pertaining to finance,
medium of instruction and university
places, and to appoint a competent
authority to administer auniversityin
a time of crisis. While the 1978 Act
specified that a Vice-Chancellor would
be appointed by the University Court,
an amendment to the Act passed in
1985 made President the appointing
authority subject to the condition that
the appointment is made from a panel
of three names submitted by the Coun--
cil of university concerned.

The objects of the UGC as the apex
body in the university system, include
the following:

® the planning and co-ordination of
the university education to conformu
to national policy

& the allocation of funds to hlgner
educational ingtitutions (HEIs)

® the maintenance of academic
standards of HEIs

@ the regulation of the administra-

" tion of HEIs '

@ the regulation of the admission of

.. students to each HEI.

Cont’d to page 22
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ally ceasaneralion pechages cannok oo
tea far ot of line =rich the feat of che
publiz socear - oo whvicus implicatian
ariging gut of che first fundamentel
premise ol Lhe counley's anivemsily
synlEnsL.

The: seluben g this zvablem, as
snirlzost ol b s liee s Lies Gk rocen.
sl s Lo bl o peiva D v Do
the Lsck deor - aliowding uvessity
acadzinics o tage on private consul-
trner and paid Tezenteh agsimmments
W hile: prrkiial by ealwing the: “terbion”
pr\-:||:|'.|.'|:|, il eraated soalker |:|}' rendue-
ieg e tame soosinrent of the aca-
dernizafor their direct teachinm-relatsd
mesgonsihilities fer which thory o e
crizibeads Lrained relmorned ol pdme-
nevalial '::I'.' Llg Wicvareitiey Tt de True
that the sbove chespvations are nas
o nd relevancioe all sendemies 1o
it ey thesrerr enpadle af fasrr whio
ol o e lale avgarlosd and e s
wutlpeliively feacls oul Ly edriing op-
purbariiuies colaids e uaniveray eve-
t2a Jecnlly. Tet when the meme cal-
s .;l-:.ll-::_"-n'ic_s riirrate tor Dedter
AT s A s T e faey rechae:
Choir coremibireni ol lime aned eoergy
ar uriverialy work cooander Lo was sod
Tulfil exmrs-nadveraity cenerasts. it =il
v nndesitable ripp i on they
wytlem, Such more copehle wnd oune
reapecled acadeiua are ceally the ohea
whe ehould be giving the lasdershipta
achers, When thoy are nokin fuek doing
& B ki Sallest canisity, inertin sess
i1z and Lher wlanle evabent el

Therreoer i tagion prahlemaans
Iaee wrions dnsviluliomid omelrisinds
velicch lead Lo sorbemalicgualily diop
L0 GLE wallverallies dre asoravanad by
tae non-galaeciving in ths applisntion
afbhr fea edueeiiom srimenls oo B
AT sl Ll bigve b doee-
a1 ous wdvesily eyabeu Lo meel
ceroain pelideal itperatives - ooF the
wmiversilar el mrisaios rades e crabe-
it Thies evrall it coel of peadceiog
a praduodte raccordiny to 1501 eonds-
taong; liaz been onimated o7 e, 24,420
in reapeat ot canwentiomisl nmivoersitio:
Ao eszlwading b Opien Universily wilk
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Wi wmil coel osiizabe of Ba G070
A bt Blovv epeate Cillegea ool L
vl cosl ealuaate Az Bz 28780 aaad
Inadimntes wich the nnic coat satinaz
nk s, 34,8800, Ineenermtiomn ] aniver
silirss Bhis umclosisl wirs eslinselod D
vary lelween Fe. L4, W00 G Aria basad
Facubtiea and Fa 32,700 for Beience
beaed IFacaliies.” Almest the totaligr of
exnendituro comes o the stooe pol
tovs, Thaugh thoms masy g L be
high amik ek, Chie capreizoes shaws
Cleal Lhew 2ee nol 200urh to pravide a
uadversiny educanon ot pdaqaately high
malibar ™

Tl erarvioie Who oete qualitied
grben’ A uaiversicy i3 miver tha chanwe:
to reeeivie hiather yniversi by odzenkion
fro:, irerspreative abf panenal inceaes
wnd wretrln T pecapcally endarse the
praneiple fully chat evervons wan
qualificsfarmviverysilycooedinn mes
gl bl chienee, whiatswer pacencal
e g tiow, v laaberey accinl class
breedie belegcga to o wrivsterrer Teman
hisheesmeafor, This sringple maan
hepmmbined anckecthe s siTemen © Lhisl
Lk wniverisey sduenmion oo woader-
|_.'|";I.J Wbt reeiei vy ries b ome 35 kich
sigsitw, IF AT tertlaadiam ol renenavexs:
pin b dear che quialioe of the degrae, il
= nbl Lhe gtk from tich and urkan
r:'J.I:Ii.'II"':"-III:I'.I:iTl';I1§fI‘h.!II:.-'_I-'_‘E'L‘E.E whawrll
aulfer st bl Lhosse S TnT And
rural fanulies, As vurvelves bizing Lhe
rradaats of free education st al us,
llee: bhe prosent Sey nnderaraduates,
wuudd respect il nen soered gaciol in-
gtibwlari aon Sri Liznkis, Hal Lhe onmbi
iatian ot fres pooverity adasclinewilh
desrraes aon solerad by accuet v as o pour
izt liy is o recine foe disaster, Do does
tbeeraad D vy el chepoor nnd
the vulazzabile crpociely - whisasinder
cate frad univereily educstion ia s
rceiliedl e armn,

Thnt chis i nenotis
wliak is happening bafey w seen fom
eveil A puleor v Elance an the chavaekey
af the phenomenen of sraduase wmem-
ployment teduy, A majer redrirement
lor imprecnzent of the gqualily of the
the degres ofTered by pue univeraities
g substantial enlancement of re-
saureas channalled Anca nmiversitse
ciduezibice, 1 Lhy goearmewenl el
dwliiee Lhis througl s budgstaey al-
lsabigog ihiTerent poasile unding
foruiuiae oot e doecgazed o pendy and
pelicically accepralile alfernatives
asdapeed. The Mree adelann® 0 Upear
cpinalily dugree” smozinalion e clearly
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nirt geceptalile 1o any part AF Ll anci-
iy,

The undveratty admizsion rules and
eritovin amok the syscemoaf aeatenlly
pdminislermdl aimissaae s o
saeaagyaeei of aniveraity sdosation
from whick gl elomenes of inker-nni-

viraity aampetitior hove oen elini

i bis "I'.|*- pmiversily adacalian Qs
tnsznmc eomplbelely suppls <deivan wilh
alaosl Jwa censadeeacion for the de-
misnd akdeaisheproblem, Punmlspush
shriv children sesnrds wniversily
vdues lberaand whawl T par ssnlal thoes
wlar jows chaol at Year 1 ac ans por-
tiendae titne, mannge. affer 15 hord
wanre af schea eduanlion, Lol inl
vviversibies, muking Lna preveol Qi
o el cela popadaticn, eeellectu-
ally. the coean of the saelety. The G0
allosates chiam toexizming nnivoreitios
nayrdinee sn aecepberd ol sined crice
Ficl mis |II:|*""~ aviaclieble o estetiog
“ A b che: puark of thee wm
wetrdilinis wisletver Ly e weilh Ll
atudents sllaeatad o Theu, they Tues
no problam of heving oo lose their
sradenng Ln the ot of fae smadenss
thear b menapkion lennally bat fedain
Lhe universily given Lo Uher. Tlissop-
piy deiven chavaeisriacie militatss
prainar imprevement of necdemic of
tigiongy in gur nnivensitios The Jnad-
iyl aifiviency, dynsmism amd
cresaliviy i nowniversilio: ik weraviated
Ly L groerally peevalest coacept of
"perTaanent’ erhployoer . anfemardad
hy thecxisting chour lesislazian This
pricluces, Sor Lhe u‘|iq.'l:-r.::iL}' Lsscher,
s oanvitoament of "ol =acurity,
whataver the 1:-:-.*::;111191'. re” - chi izeal
wraymiel o breed lebhoriey ond inern.,
o] wich thise characlerislas
are iwodesd ponopare withiy  the
sopienda. The beer avidence for this,
perhrpe, i= aemactimies thi comnlets
whspnes plinooealbian, e edlare e gnail
pace of chanms in reapect of curriculs,
torching ond evalanticn mcthads

Thier elussmal abpoctive al a wieiee-
aky a8 oo offer a ccanplere edicabion
vwlhicnh con build wp sud develop tha
eharacter ang persapalicy of itz gm-
drmts 1Tam nnaveradl peink of o,
Thue requivse the develaguoeorn of fa-
cilities fow wariong eectre-marricula ae-
mvitics - apores, sacinl, enltaral and
st iatic solivd bies ele, - bosddiuion Lo
Llise [or acquigition and porsuit of
knawladee. Tha inadequacaof funding

fients shese aotivibos as adverse e as

Live dendermmiaftraining acteeiloss ol e

vinivaraiLite lnziy. 'I"r.;|'i'-1_'i_r_£. 11:-33'3_1_-]-

and s=rvics Lt oonenamibe ara -1_1*'l']'|.
ligiated 2o thecoles ol mixle nmi-
sursily Ph leond dnacrcocents. goee

s < Lismbkamoani versicties PECVLEE

for thiz mulbople eale, Whaot iz and iz

Lhist pdE G FESOUDEEE Ave ool maine

avisi bl Lo aniversities to effackively

petfaran Lhal mle.

I lvaver fucusosd sa far, except o e
foregoing paagriaph, nn rertein prab-
temy aresa divecdy allicling che aca-
dernic wrerle pFwoieepeitiee. The multi-
ple avadamic rele of vniversitiag =
oudses, B ila alvecive ""I:."I'.Ii.E:I':]E-L'i'_B.-
r-'-.'-'1.'-'ﬂ.rjl:-l::1=u_'.'-_:.w.-rl: =i, T armain
sl mpenems of thede dupsorl serenes is
Lie oon-acadesnie ataffol the wnivera:-
Liga, Diie 70 FATIOUS Tanacs;

& chr manayn’ catbern absareod in sard
gzt bz vaver Lo prasssboal irpimgr s
subblic aector welibebione oo meel
rhie politically senaitve peobler of
nnemplarmont

@ Lhee malboribioe @iving ine be poss-
gures (oo undvercsiby seclor Leade
uniena, and

@ perhape the cowposidien of the
radme-Ertermining institatinng,

Lhe sapporl services ol ‘zniversilies

Liave expanded very rapidly Gver the

vecant past. The apread of oodern

technioey in office manasement, ond

I heeapricad sl e prisctico of Bsmgeinedi

Lisbasrs weiling Lheir psripheral (o

jurilorial, g2eanty wed aucls aecvices

acrivities performed by epecialized
putside agrmeivse e s o, v sl
ellected Le Lloatad nan-geadarnic cad-
pes of nmiversimas. Thainrereagr in the
nuamberz in adminisinabive alfices
prisdes hisa been oost proneunced.

Sladent nowbers heve na donbk, in-

cesased. TRFiNE Rhevnlume of supporl

gerivrtica oxpebod of neo-acade e

sorsprnl in undveraitiea buc che na-

Luce and chavactar of auppors acayvi

rizs expecped of thoe Fu'rr-mr.nl.ﬂ.| Titas

nas underngemee any signilicaot daangs,

You aoiven udveraity may heawa 2-

Llunes moee adminiatratiee officers e

manare thess pebvitics thon say 2010

vagre pEs Whist huy happened 13 to

Fereiale ap L saoe sat ofactivitics into

a lapger number of catemorivs  pns-

vide spooe tor inerearing nomnbera of

ndrminissrakive afficecs. Anacher sig-
nifivienl peoblem in wwvarsity man
aremenr revabas vond the qualils
audmuu]jmrn"-:lf'.hlwl:||-.|r|-=.-|.|.'3|:"|EJ'|.'|i£'
rod=rs. This i Leue (o adooniatracing
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Admission Policy and its Relation
to background of Students
entering Universities

by

Dhanapali Kottahachchi

Divizion of Reseorch & Stutistics, University Liranis Commissio

b gmivieasily e Cralea

garnhlishid in TR4E was

the first wnicnry, reeiden-

Hingd s SUbnoEOOUE T -

verajty. The universily
conducsed dnentrenes sgamineliog lo
Hnglish medinm o selent sludents
wirne tho mesbion in the Universioe
wan Tnglsi; Henen adroiggion wis
regtriczed L chiidren pdusased in Kng-
lish medinm in o few feo leveing
preetirecys priviste achools. The gm-
dents sat Une enfrane: examingtion
pomrucled B the i veredtr, Aedeaus
i(erfarmnaner ar Smerit” wos Lthe ooly
criterion for selectian,

The sedaplion of oniversal free cdu
pakicm in Sri Laoks nnd Wie estohlish-
ment af Cantral behole writh unives-
wily enmranes cheses o 1545 mailted
In. 5 apcinl revabuticn, Higher edeen.
tipn which waa hitharka meacricted Lo
stadenis of affluent fanilies = naw
pper te the peor. The cheng: Lo the
aedinm of tnstewrtion in selaala trom
Frglish o wmother lompue [Einhals?
Tamil) Werenard Lhe wambenssoeking
asveps to Uiniversty aduestion. Hence
in 1968, Vidyedowe ared Vidmlosikars
piricenas which were centes ofoxeel
L e for trmdd it il Buddhist |L::I.FI'JJI:I,;__""
were veiaed 1 wiversity stalus by che
Tarbyadavn and Vépr'enkark A8t A,
A8 oy Tiiad. Thear e universidos wm-
ductad theit awn eulranes oenmics-
Licaa ard ndrriaaten wae pmoment ool
a8 in the Limivecaits of Deyloo,

The KNatonal ol of Higher
Educatien {MOHE) was catablished in
1988 nne co-eedinaced sdioeseion to
the three usdveraitics lhraueh g cgme
man entealse exumination. In 1965
performence nt the University Fo-
rranee exnmimaties wae moploced Ty

periirmance atthe CIOE A Level Fir
arniaacion condocted by the Depiels
et of Tnmninatdons ge the delscomi-
aane af nivessiny admission. The se-
iotinr woas ool on meril,

o oo tha lale 19708 scleckion af
Ftudemis wiae according b thale mevit
anly. Far a fenr yrrs bhe foarics wrome
sk rdandised subjrcl-wise and medio-
wisebutarichin ruljecta and medisthe
sindents wirre adveitead em moeel.

District (uotas (1E74)

I 1974 shie govesnment introd uoed
4 digtriet quoa grecem whure thi
wiser ol places avnilabde-lor each
digtrict wie determiined aceordine
the papulation of the discies, The
etnndardized morks Aere ranlosl o
relation #a the district from which tha
stodont siat the sxaminatien, Discrict
Tamler were uecd o determiine the ad-
misatan of stmcdenls baged on nsedit.
The adrvission of stodenls waa dene
eaclnmively according L diatier,

Umndlespriviloged Guotas
(1476 and W77

In 1578, the movernment decided i
admit studénts oo crobination of
M and THedricl baala, fallowing the
1971-73 proveduce for ment and the
LO74-75 provedure toe dicleicte. The
rnprh: were scandardiced a3 in the
cepet gl T0% s allecated geeording
- A1 Teland Merit while the helaocs
45 wne allueated ariang disleacts pe-
crrding Lo thel papululien. QotofLhis
di slrict guots, the government wanted
A0% to be allncated to "educalionally
wnderprivitrgped districts". Thes were
ren sooh districts; namely, danpon
_-"|.1'|'|11'||.-:|.'|:|u.|‘:LEI.'-5.. Induila, Hembomiolks,

Manmur, Moneragals, Muwara Llira,
Ynlpmnaryer, Triscomaler aod
Vauniva, This pratios rraa tallowed tn
19%6 and FRTT.

Raw Muorks - Abolitioa of
stnndardizntion

The Llnieed Maticnel Derly gevern-
roemt which came inka power in 1ETT
abinlished the standordisation ofmarks
im needadanes eeich oo of s oirclio
pledges. In 197H the govgrnmunt de-
cided oo raw meris inetead of
atandnrdizsd marks asin hebeginning
when woieersicy admisalon was on-
roly oo the biasis ol perit. Lowower,
meadilres were ales caken thoonsdne
(hat a gtudenb wlo orngld keve gainsd
adniigmion oo s basis of slandardiza-
tiom should nos ke deprived of admis-
ginn under che: prasent gyatern . Hieooe,
raw morhks ws wetl a3 standaedized
marks wuere used tor vniverdits ad.
miksion. Special cooslderativn was
wiven o the educationally nnderpeivi-
leged districts” wod, with bhe inclusion
af Battionle, bha i u:uhm'wrasmmnwﬂ
ta |E This waa only an inlerin
rresisare wihil the ferrmn Lo Lime l.l['aJ.'lEl":'-'
ndiaeion pelicy

Admissinn Pl:r'iil.':r wlf L
governoment after 1977

Thiz procedure adopred in 1875 wa3
am bnlecim meggura dise to Lhe lienitsd
Lice availahle tothe new government,
The nas gy erneis aprainted o enm-
mitiesin Febrnars 19780 formulace s
wntvereityadmisainn policy. The pakicy
formiutpbed by the comooymyiteen was
grudied by cabinet sub-pordbniliee which
rreepmmended the following etnalato
e clapted o 1878

'a'-'.'.'.'."' o S o -l - - a” -"'."..' R e e L T a argl
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Lar Frs an mearit
it 38% an dissrict hsiz
(el 155 Tor underprivileeed discricts

The wewly demacsdled Mullailiva
disteict =g clazsified a3 an uodés-
wrivitcged dismmict bringing che cocal
numbr ol rducationnllr andermrivi-
leged dialricla L 12

T 1920 clie saunwe pabioy ey o 199%
was adoptad with Che sulditien of
FPurtalpm discict. This brought the
totel nomber fo undearprivileged dis
lricle ‘tn 1. Thiey were Ampara,
Anvgadhapucs, Badolla, Batcicslos,
Hambantota, Mabtnwar, MMooeraguly,
Muallaicive, Muwmara Eliva, Polonmis-

miran, Futtnlnm, Tonomoles and
Vauniya.
Incrasss in the Disbrict Goots

A Coownittee was appoinued Ty the
Tliiveraity Crants Corvnictes (TG
inm 1584 to vevicwr the erdeting adniis-
gian Folicy Thiz committes mads the
fatlevameE repemmrndnkioms ':I:'Hjn_h RT\E s oY
implermenbed fom Lhe academic vear

1O5EAE, They vese:

f13 Megaex: Dhe namber of aducadnn-
ally wnderprivilegoed distriets From
13 in & ':.él.nl.l.lii.l'_‘l., Badulla
Hambantota, Aannay dnd Muall-

nitivn

[y Imn"‘]‘run:: che IHstrict Igndbn tn BR%E

) R aes The Underprivilegod {anka
to H%

(#; Maintain the e Quata ad [0
In 1987, the UG apein appelnted
a aormmittng to tevigwr the adioks-
gdon pulicy, The changra suggeatad
by the comuillee wiero: .

111 loeregasthe Merit Guata innoally
by L fromn PO i 108GVEER L
100 in 1BE4M45

(E) Akalizl the Disueicl Chata

Gh Imprease the minimum owek (or
universicy admizsion to 200 (oo
Lhe present THQD,

Theae chanped woare il scerpbed b
Lher prsrmimient in LRBE.

The ademission policy was revised
eEpin fer adinission in Lhe acodemin
soar 120001 The Meril Cuula was
inpropard fo 40% and the numwber of
uncberprivileged distrirtaweaainereassd
Lo Qiwe ko bwrelee. The new districea
mweluded wers Anuradbapirn, Kiling-
clichi, HDH.EJ‘&EE]&. Fuwura '|":-'|'i_'|.'|:|=_

Exuoemee Beview Janears 1987

Felommeruwa, Trincomales wod
Veanmive. Adooissions to the Arce facul-
Lavgs weatrr: wroely o et Sropn LRG0 ]
Jallms was aodded ws an underprivi-
leged disteiel o I0015G,

Thaarhale will benls atche principlea
afadiessenn o antwersilesin S Laokn
inan atlamph T anewar 1he Toflaering
questions -

1. Harlheodopoionaf Lniscrsal Eres
Educalivn in Sri Lianla ineroaaed
the aecesa of studenle fmim loes
atflizenk fnmilies oo vniveseiny, 7

2. Thiespiounbal income intflucmeathe
choice of couresas ol sludy ok bhe
rodveraity 7

o Dhedisteictquoeasbenafl seeal slo-
clante

L. Thgridualesprodossnnalz children
chter e woiversily 2

[Hstrict uotas

The puracealge sl studemos selected
ta udveralties fom dilferanl dislricis
in 196647 and LHFWMNE are piven
Tkl Inv ke sama I'nhle poreentaze
ilalivdenusseleclst e Aris pmd Beicmen
bazed courdes 12 alae giwen. Liaw ban
bosn considersd as an Arts-boeed
romarsr: gines mest of ke sbudenits so0-
leeded ame Aris studenis reen thiagh
atipzzsinn 15 apen b stodeots S all
fibe aubyect steean Darta. Commieie,
Diolagicel Srviencs and Phyaicel Be-

rree) witkh dimee rrstriclinns;

Tabie 3 showrs that when students
wrre sclenicd only oo mert at the
universitentmanae reminnticmwhich
wis the seleclann cnilerian in THEET,
T0.8% sfthestudenia had coteced [raan
the veleGvely nrban discricts of Co-

Fres Bdusadam Tabic: 1

Percomraga of Studen) s soleriog Universitics fram diffarant Sosial Olamees
L83 JQFY R L] Lol

Hoziy Evaraeie Clyse Blale Temsn'a

[Tnper Clnag® 55 GB.3 e [ 41

tlzddle Cliss A b T4, g 2514 HE T ditdy

Workiag Nlaes w5 116 £l £0.E LE]

Talad TELT T loo.e LO6LD 1IELI

L

Inciudes Profeasionsla®roprpelons’ Munagers

Lneludes Teachers (Nom-univis iy, Clarcad workeds

Tneindes Teelwry, Techaival & Supeovisnre ind Claveat e
Lcludes Pfrssinnnts, Trechnibelaos s Aseuciale Frofesgicanls, Clerles

Tuhle 1indientes that the wmejoricy
il sbudents entrmng vniversity cama
lrom wpper clidss familics in 19580,
Howmevear, ton 1977 and theroaiier Hhe
propertion of atudsnea enteciiog Dam
unprr dlass frmilise deaclined drast:-
cally amd the muoinrisy eame fram
working class Lanilies. Thus she in
crodackion of fres education in 1K
b Teiwrar 13 cxim trihators tacter whick
bas Do oed Che emlryaf wladents from
Lees affluent farnilies Lo wroviersilae

Table 2 indicalus chat thie majoricy
af the studente flewing wris-boaed
wauTres came frem low inonoe grougs,
Very lew b inenme sroup studente
gaited entey for pmloesiong] courses
such as Architeciuee, Mindbdne and
Fmgincering, Thess fifuces indiciwe
thist the benefite of ‘universal fdee
educalaon ke nathean s eq_u.a_'l_'l_'g.'
to 811 the peuple.
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il [ffarent anadamie strarms whaso
wonual fumily invome iy less
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e ER
Mot Bignifies nil, .. Sigathes insiznifi-
Aol

Irmnbin, sl T, e le, Malen, Bubatanss,
Fandy and Korunegala whese the
population wae GL.4% of the whole.
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In the same year, the student with
the highest aggregate marks to enter
the Engineering Faculty was from
Jaffna with an aggregate of 374 while
the lowest was from Moneragala with
182 marks. A student with 287 marks
from Jaffna could not gain entry to the
Engineering Faculty.

The changesin the admissions policy
coupled with the educational apportu-
nities provided by the government
helped entry of students from low in-
come families to university, However,

most of them gained entry to

- arts-based courses and not for eco-

nomically advantageous professional
courses such as Medicine, Engineering
& Architecture.

Beferences:

Jayaweera, Swarna, Access to University
Education. The BSocial composition of
TUniversity Entrants, University of
Colombo Review., Vol. No. 4 (1984),
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Statistical Handbooks, Division of Plan-

ning and Research, University Grants
Commission. '
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and Occupational choice of University
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Review,, Vol, - IX, No. 2 (1851),
pp. 125-135.
Uswatte-Aratchi, G., University Admissions
-in Ceylon; Their Economic and Social
Background and Employment Expecta-
tions, Modern Asian Studies, Vol. 8
No. 3 (1974), pp. 2689-319. 2
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officer cadres as well for workers in
clerical and minor grades. When the
quality of the former declines, that of
the latter would normally follow suit.
The work efficiency and decision mak-
ing abilities or in other words the over-
all guality of an administrative officer
in the universities today, on average,
is muchlessthanthatof such an officer,
say during the single university days.
I must hasten to add that, this should
neot betaken as casting an aspersion on
 the few high guality administrators
found in the university system even
teday but they are unfortunately an
exception. Complex, no doubt, are the
reasons for this decline in quality of
the average university administrator,
but the practice of reserving half of
available vacancies to promotees from
lower grades could be considered a
major factor behind this state of affairs.

The university education in this
country has been for some time, and
continues to be, in a crisis. One could
focus on various aspects of this crisis.
This multi-faceted crisis has arisen
alsooutofmulti-faceted reasons. Lhave
focused - though selectively - on merely
one partof the problem, namely that of
resource limitations and problems of
management. These are no doubt, two
major subject areas, causing difficul-
ties in achieving effectiveness and effi-

HIGHER.
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ciency in the system of university
education. Ifproblems and weaknesses
in these subject areas are successfully

tackled, the other elements of the

current university crisis will gradually
be resolved. The real solutions to the
problemsdiscussed are long-term, and
they should emerge from stronger
growth performance of the economy,
enabling resource build-upin the centre
and political will to grapple with some
basic structural weaknesses. One
cannot wait inactively, however, until
this long-term comes - as the well
known adage goes all of us will be dead
in the long-terin, The effective search
for short and medium-term solutions
will have to begin taking the basic
premises [ have referred to at the be-
ginning as given.

: Az the society and
‘theeconomy develop and change, these
so called "basic” premises too many
undergo gradual change. Until that
happens the stakeholders in the coun-
try's univeristy system - teachers. uni-
versity administrators, other univer-
gity employees, students and their
parents, relevant government institu-
tions, planners of secondary school
curriculum, private sector employers
of graduates, ete. ete. - are well advised
to work within these premises and
attemipt to improve conditions within
that framework, To the extent that
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these are ingrained in the national
ethos, suggestions for drasticand radi-
cal action to change them overnight
will not he practicable and any at-
tempt to implement such a suggestion
will collapse in the severity of the
possible political backlagh against it.

MNotes:

1. Data are from World Bank's Sri Lanka:
Education and Training Sector Strategy:
Review (1994), p. 192.

2. The following comparable figures for
higher education as a whole and not for
university education alone are from the
World Bank's same Sri Lanka: Educa-
tion and Training Sector Strategy Review
{1994). The figures are unitcost estimates
for higher educaticn in general as per
cent of GDP per capita, the period for
which data are applicable is some year
in the 1980s for other countries and 1990
for Sri Lanka (p. 190): Percentages. Sri
Lanka: 85; Bangladesh: 245; China 243;
India: 231; Indonesia: 91; Korea: 71;
Malaysia: 190; Nepal: 249; Philippines:
30; Thailand: 40.

3. When the pressure of those who have
obtained minimum qualifications to en-
ter but are left out for lack of space in

_existing universities becomes intense the
central authorities would set up new
universities, as was done'in 1995-6. The
problems affecting the existing univer-
sities will obvicusly be felt several fold
more acutely in such new institutions.
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What Employers look for 1n

Umver51ty Graduates

by
Chandra Gunawardena

niversities  constitute
very important institu-
tions in any society and
‘particularly in the Third
World countries due to
the important functions that they are
envisaged to perform. Not only are
universities expected to train an intel-
lectual elite and provide the basis fora

In the five years between 1960 and
1965, the university enrolment in-
creased more than three-fold from 4,127
to 14, 260. In the latter half of the

- 1960s, however, the objective of pro-

viding higher education to all who de-
sired it, seemed to have given waytoa
reduction of  admissions. Thus
university enrolment started todecline

trance was veritably a bottleneck which
allowed only a small proportion of the
eligible to proceed to higher education.
Thus the percentage of G.C.E. (A/L)

qualified applicants gaining admission

to the university declined from 24.1
per cent in 1953 to 11.6 per cent in
1966. The failed insurrection of 197118
considered as the culmination of dis-
content among the secondary school
leavers who had no further options
before them and graduates (estimated
to be arsund 9,000 in 1971) who were
facing indefinite periods of unemploy-

technological society, they are also from 14,422 in 1966 t0 12,050in 1973..  ment.
considered to be most important insti-  The reduction had been caused more
tutions with a widespread impact on by the inadequacy of facilities than by '
culture, politics and ideology. They are the perception of the grim prospects of Efforts at Matching Higher
expected to assist in the creation, and graduate unemployment. Thus the Education to Employment
especially in the dissemination, of- Committees of Inquiry which looked Opportunities

knowledge.

Recent decades, however, have wit-

nessed a sense of increasing disillu-
sionment with the ability of the uni-
versities to perform the above tasks.
The tremendous expansion of second-
ary education that had led to an in-
creased enrolment in universities it is
shown, that this had occurred without
a proper study. At the point of exit
most of the university graduates could
no longer hope for a job with high
remuneration or high prestige. Even
though the spectre of unemploved
university graduates is a result of a
constricted labour market in stagnant
or sluggish economies the phenomenon
has stirred societies to reflect on the
quality of the products of the university
system. ’

Developments in University
Education in Sri Lanka up to
early 1970s

The expansion of secondary educa-
tion and the change in the medium of
construction at university level in
Sri Lanka triggered an increasing de-
mand forhigher educationin the 1960s.
The authorities sucecumbed to the
pressure for more university places by
establishing new universities and new
campuses and by increasing theintake.

into the affairs of the universities be-
tween 1966 and 1968 drew attention to
the danger of admitting large numbers
to the universities without adequate
facilitieg. As one of them categorically
stated, "The solution to the problem of
providing higher education to those
who are qualified to receive it cannot
lie in a lowering of efficiency’. (SP VIII
of 1968)

The growth inuniversity enrolments
had been accompanied by on imbal-

"ance in distribution of students by

faculties of study also. Thus the per-
centage of students enmlﬁd in arts-
oriented studies and law increased from
43.6in1942t0 57.5in 1859 and to 76.1
in 1966. This imbalance led to two
important consequences. In universi-
ties, the lack of minimum essential
facilities and unsatisfactory staff-stu-
dent ratios gave rise to frequent student
unrest. The government also found it
difficult to absorb the arts-educated
graduates into public-sector employ-
nient, as it had done so far. As a result,
the admissions policy since 1966 came
tobe marked by the feature of favouring
science-oriented courses and the per-
centages admitted for Arts declined
gradually from 78 in 1966 to 60 in
1975,

At the same time, university en-

During early 1970s, 'vocationalism
in education' was very evident and the
Seers Report (1971) and the Commit-
tee on the Reorganization of Higher
Education (Jayaratne Committee,
1971) argued for a closer relationship
bhetween education and employment.
The latter made the radical recom-
mendation of introducing job-oriented
courses at university level. In 1972, a
number of job-oriented courses such as
estate management and valuation,
publicfinance and taxation, mass com-
munication media and Teachers' Di-
ploma in Social Sciences (later to be
upgraded to a Bachelor of Education)
were commenced, and existing similar
courses such as public and business
administration expanded.

The extent to which the introduction
of job-oriented courses had been suc-
cessful in reducing graduate unem-
ployment could be gauged by a study

" conducted in 1978 (Gunawardane,

1980) two years after the first batch of
students who followed these courses
had graduated. Table I indicates the
employed status of students who had
followed different course of study.

It is noteworthy that in the above '
table among the courses of study with
a large enrolment, the Bachelor of
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sonprarion, beadersbip ootentinl, ard
oo esbivin edoille, Gine mnmigeicent,
negmbiiabiog alkiila, eommorcial aware-
T, practical experience, desine o
achigve and porsalits.

Let us wow eonsider the fodiags of
aabpilaratady caeried el da S Lonlke,
hearing whul hoas emeacmed from thie:
phave Hrilish studiss, Gomewendenss
el ol S for their sbady of educa-
Lipn-esnplayment lin kages, Intetrviemaed
a raprescniniive sanple of B employ
gratrmannverinent, semi-poeernmnenl
and pryvaby sectors The emplovers
were queried as e whal abilides aod
persanality Lrails thes look forin s
lerting praduats lovel emplovess. A
sysLacpaliclisfing ofthe npecified abili-
Liga and akills praioced & long Hat ol
09 - & furtherreduckdon w g athempad
by plicing related abilivies togelleer

. RN ...... -
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but taking care not to drop any of the
individual abilities. The final list com-
prised 29 such ahilities and skills (Table
II1). ' '

Among the skills/abilities listed

above, it is significant that as in the
QHE study referred to above (con-
ducted one year after the Sri Lankan
study), communication skills emerged
at the top with 34 out of the 93 em-
ployers specifying these. The four

S Table I : skills specified were a close echo of
List of Abilities/Skills/Qualities Specified as desirable those mentioned in the QHE study. In
by Employers (Frequencies) addition, the employers stressed the
need for prospective employees to be .
No. Ability ! Skill | Quality Gout. Sector ~ Semi-Govt.  Private  Ttotal competent in English. The percentage
. _ Sector Sector of employers who employers who held
this view ranged from 66.7 in the gov-
01.; Communication Sllls/ ernment sector to 89.6 in the private
Ability to express themselves/ sector
Presentation skills - 07 07 20 34 ’
02. A i ik
M;;}:ﬁlef;ifmefGroommg o B s % The British study had re-affirmed
03. Personality . 05 08 15 28 the strong interest that Sri Lankan
04. Inter - personal relations/ employers had evinced in recruiting
Amicability/Concern for others/ graduates with social and transferable
Sociability/Friendliness/ skills. Only in those areas where sub-
Qpenness/Politensss/Ability . ; ject knowledge is regarded as an es-
to work in a team 08 08 11 27 ti lfor doin the -o-b was -t
05. Leadership . 05 05 15 25 senua gthe) 1tgeenas
06. Self - confidence 01 ‘02 10 13 important. It could be argued that the
07. Ability to stand up to new relatively low rating of subject specific
situations/Adaptability/Work knowledge is due to it being taken for
under pressure/Power of _ granted by employers. At the same
assimilation/Adjustability 02 ) 05 05 12 time, it must be remembered that the
08. Enthusiasm for the job 01 o 10 11 interviewers being mainly recruitment,
09. gpe"“’_il skills for th:,wjl?bl 02 - 09 11 officers (out of the 48 private sector
" Drefected visionReclistie | emploers jnierviewed, 83 wore per-
vision . o1 05 04 10 sonnel managers), in distinguishing
11. General Composure/ applicants they might tend to look at
Decorum/Discipline/ ~ what graduates lack rather than what
_ Pleasantness of manner 03 o 06 09 they have, Given that most applicants
12. Decision making ability/ . that the employers process are likely
Balanced judgement 01 01 05 07 to have a relevant degree, they may
13. 8{;31?;;::3?‘;%11?:’;1“5" : 0'1' o1 ' o5 pei well focus on what elge they have and
14. Emotional stability/Maturity 02 03 02 a7 tﬁ‘l;riggggizzs may have influenced
15. Thinking ability/Clear .
) thinking . 03 01 02 06
16. General Knowledge 02 01 03 - 06 Implications of Employers'
17. Problem solving 02 01 03 06 Expectations
18. Intelligence - - 05 05 _
19. Financial mtegrlty;’Honesty 01 - 04 05 The above findings have several sig-
20. Dedication/Sincerity/ | nificant implications. Firstly, these
Reliability ) 02 T 02 o studies demand a re-examination of
21. Sports abilities 01 - 02 03 . o
92, Accuracy/Attention to detail N _ 03 03 the_ role of the schools and umversmes
93 Resourcefulness B » 03 03 which are at present unduly examina-
94, Practical skills - - 03 03 tion-oriented. While the extra-school
95. Effic:encyfAblhty to get the tuition has thrived on the students'
work done 01 02 - 03 effort to excel at examinations, depriv-
26. Respect for other disciplines/ . ' ing them of their right to a childhood,
General broad - mindedness - 02 01 03 | repeatedly, committees in university
27 Terseverance . - ot ot 02 education have decried the increasing
28. Personal salesmanship/ K B ' .
Drive _ o1 01 02 prevalence of ‘notetaking' 'cramming
29. Alertness/Concentration - 01 01 02 and cribbing' and repmductlon of lec-
. | ture notes at examinations. As educa-

abilities next ranked highest were
appearance grooming manners (29
employers), personality (28), interper-
sonal skills/ability to work in a team/
concern for others (27) and leadership
(25). Special skills for the job ranked as
9 in the list. The rest of the abilities/

tion becomes more and more exami-
‘nation-dominated, other persopal and
sgocial skills lose their significance and
are given less priority. Social values

S g*%’i%”m
i Thin »»»é 5 :

olaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Source: Gunawardena, Chandra, Gunawardena, H.P.R., Kularatne, W.G. and Seneviratne,
H.M. (1991) The Study of Education - Employment Linkages: University and other
Forms of Tertiary Education, A Survey of Emplnyers (Unpublished) World Bank and
Marga Instltute Colombo.
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and rerms, inealeaticn of =rhich has
hpon aceplad s o finction ol adues-
Ling are vegdecled be such an exceat,
tha che possession or lach of sueh
waiaed beromas the distingnishing
firtror.. Boch an interpeelalican ol Lhe
Giodisepe calle fou an evaluation of e
sutent o which the moals ang objec-
tives of o eduention gee paalized

Sepomdly, these srodiss indicuta phad
malehing educntion with amploymaenl
cannol b considered memaly as g weed
to divsct sducation oo maore - jol -
related or vacationel sxills One ox.
peritnuent wikh voendivmialissbion at
univereiny level lad filed deastically.
g that che suthorities themselves -
nhtrusvaly deransed tha intolog dor
Lhesse coamses. |6 s relesenl ie nele
that at peesenl {he wgument L for
‘skilla training' baged upon a brogd.
genemal rducation. A narraw faneqan-
aliet todaen of ‘cumpeleos’ s heing
replaced by skilla' under-pinned by
braard Basis of aoansferable and cove
skills, Ax lrelpi (1988 expipinecd, the
praduclive process s chongineg por
mansnely awd thig oieaos g meed e
flexibilicy, mobility, innovations and
peyehnlogion] rguilibeivo fo desd
pasitively with Uhawe chnngos.

Fhirdle, what are the impliculasoe
af bhess expectations for egoalicy
education in#ri Lonky ? Thuuh ene

amongraanyaddilinoal reguivenients,
Lhu ::Tn-.'.rgi.u.g umpbasia o English i
wiewarl with hostility sand auspicion by
the meierity Toath whao find thot Lhae
marketobilits of thoir quiahificeLions g
I, beeziase they lack & aofficisat
kouwledge of Eoplish, Ther expros:
]-jl:.-'h_tu.uug jn-ﬂi_l:l_'na_-iqﬂ 1 Ehry domsicer
therr el vea oo he deahly dosandvan Le e
in thes neithoer She houoe euviienment
T .!,'l,:hru:-l-'m'.i.'.-e-..'i-ajt_'_l' LTS TILant
higre hiad Lne Gacilitiea to develan cheir
E:@']jg]'-_ competenew, Maehor, it is Lhe
farmannte foeee' wha iinkibine Loe "sucial
leneming valusble Jor pevacnal devel-
gzl fron theie hemes bockmrannds
and whe emaily find theit way inli
thasaerhnnl= 1.'.rl'.|':1'r!'rnlnlrln:!'.mh:-]:lmr_'l:l.i'
is an oxplivith gual. Tradilaeos and che
et ol these schoole fecilitate cha
develppenent of qualices asacoiated
with lesdera and manegers. Tha ad-
wantaEes thet the childron of Fhe alile
peenmzloier wl schovel leval have a
muliiplier effecl &l warserslts Jeval,

Srakehaolder eoprctirinns cna bl 1
r.:.jdan:iﬁ.rm-ih'-ri.lwhi:!h aAraarmpiarlacl
monelging bl gaalily of edueation In
wrteEsilies I ahoidd be wndersizored,
however, that these criteria are un-
Tikeelr o fixed tor all Fome, Ax -:|_|:||:||iL'_-.'
it dyramic, the priocilies may change
e Lhie Dutwes, The pelocltiea a3 indi-
cated by e plever sxpectacionsinbach
Britain anc 51 Laoken auggest th ot it

ietho bidiat wlocden Lempmirin naeal learn-

1 thint vndermins the aspenament af
qurhty in nniversily edudacion, .

Fefarnnone:

Claldatrears, Parrlek 199711 Tlghar Erdnme-
fion, feduvery oed A Jdogrnev o
Tt Hall Thnivaraite Prags.

Cnnfederneion of Bricish loduesmy OB
(LT Chmeretein b e PRt s Bead,
[ 118 ’

[Felpd, A CEORE Ureagvily o Adlull Bdaca-
st At Rdaneddan, BEA

annmrardeon, G100 [LIESE] Socio-eearmmiv
E vz of Hoabwre Felaearsom im S0
Looka & Btady of Lobor ol e Lamada-
alas' Unpahlizhed Clostoren i Disaarrrtinn,
Tan Trebe Unneereity, Melhourne. fue-
Lralis.

trunawardenn, Chandrn, Gunawnrdenn,
ILDR., Euloruobns, W.E and Sesevi-
ruties, B (1991 The Slwdy of Bdues-
tinn-Tewplormnnt Tainknges: TTniversity
acd Dcher Porms of Tecbiiry Eduacation,
Survey of Hooplovers, Warld Hank anid
Mnrgn [Tlopublished).

Harvey, L Horroews, A sl Gimeen, 011018815
Smpsnen w g can Hobke o fmprasaian:
Hepert of e BIHE Eeyphoier S o
ipuetitice T gher Balunnenn Pomalingss
Jues, Biroinglon, QHE

_I_I_.I:II 110971 .'Ll'i;g.'.:ﬁ.-.-.-g Foadvirerd o ot B
pireniart Orparmeeicny (o 81 Lanka,
ey

Tepinrr of e Ormmdtree aprndated 0 the
Flure, Minaterof Edvceiio fa Meoar! an
Hew R -oaie i o Riigiear Bannating
tJaynrete: Committeed, June 1971
Cuduobg

EP YT of 1964, Remarr o e Canbiisee nf
Inguiry, Doiversity of Colemba.
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The TGO L2 expected to funecion na
8 boffer betwean che univeraitics and
the gowermment, incerpreting oo W
LA akher and o sooree of advios Lo Lhe
prverarea s wolvegsity adffaora Apart
frado the funetion of finanmal allaca-
tion to nmivarsities, Lhors ane L
schor imporiant lunclimss whacl the
UG had been peeformdng;

(g by fumckiom a= the central udmae
sipm ageney fo Thoe univessily sis-
term o] detommine admisamng e
uniwersilieson The bas of critearia
decided o consultasion with the
government,

i) paanmare stand wrd s in L sopgnainl-
mivnd ol ssrtemi amd dsm-acadais
persmnnel Wowversities by lagnas
down acheaoes of recruitinene,

i) da faeter interaction and achicre o
megsnre of eo-ardinRBEan amang

universibies Heeceph the medium
aof atanding committesa or inkae-
nmivaraity for n set up tar all l'najr.'l.*
nandrmic :|i|:l.-;.'ij.1“m=ﬂ wilh fepTe-
aienlalives e sacl universicy.

Inthe paried 1978-1898, chownierer
aity axapam has merded o expaneion
in kath sbedent puwbers aod aumber
af astitatione Six new wniversities
have besn sdded te che srstom wed Lhi
pumber atstidents ndmiched foeayear
hasincressas! (Fom el B0 i 1970
b rarle L1 G000 Le 1886 and the totel
sLudeitenralmanchas rieen from ebant
16 800 to sbeat 13,000 duaréng L s
periad. The wniversilar sysier whdel
pperalig wndder Thee 1003 Ak conaisted

ulelie fpllowwing rebwork of institubions

ae 2t the end of 1R5A.

& LEnubicma’ aniversities oanely Co-
lamhn, Besterm, Jallha Eelaniva,
Vpradendva, Movatuwa, Bajarace,

Ruhunn, Sabaragamiows, Saubh-
Easters, el Jayarardenapura and
Lhe Drpen TUniversity

# B posc-mradunge inslileles (s ArTi-
culure, Arehocelogy, Management,
$edicing, TPali and Buddhist Stad-
e, and Boiencal

& Jubher gher eohacociornal aelibatea
in Acschoiic sledies, Compiter
Tochrplugy and Worker Bdnealian
and Lowo i indimenons mesticzine:]

Onrrent plars envisgne Lhae astali-
Tammnent ol Lai e mzibicasa] woieap-
gikios in Moelh Wesleen [ Wayansha'l
and Thva peasloces which #rouald ex-
panid the vnivaaity neprark to o et
nt 1 oniversibies ticaled in diileienl
marls af e ceuntey. Io 13 aleo snwia-
aped chat the nombar admitted o -
dapalnirerities aoml @ inorose oo
thiz eisiting Tevel ol abooe 11,500 6o
bt 15000 by the beplouiny of the
ekt ceniiey. B4
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 Technological Universities :

The run up

by

Professor Ariyadasa de Silva, University of Colombo

he Daily News!in arecent

issue carried theconvoca-

tion picture ofa Sri Lankan

lady who had obtained a

BA Honours degree in
Furniture Design from the Middlesex
University. The legend further stated
thatshe had won a prestigious scholar-
ship enabling her to obtain a placement
with afurniture degignerin Sri Lanka.
The point of interest here, in the Sri
Lankan context, is not so much that a
lady has elected to follow a univergity
degree course in Furniture Design as
that Furniture Design has found a
recognised place in the university cur-
riculum in a country, that, had given
us our predominantly academic cur-

riculum. This is to illustrate what the

practice should be in gur universities
as well, on a wide seale.

Turning to graduate unemployment,
the Unemployed Graduates' Union
maintains that the number of unem-
ployed graduates exceeds 30,0002 With
around 8,500-10,000 students gradu-
ating from universities every year the
problems of graduate unemployment

and under-employment are bound not
only to remain with us but also to
worsen with every vear that passes.

The:Minister of Youth Affairs has
stated thateach year 5,000 cutofevery
10,000 graduates could find employ-
ment: The other 5,000 were unable to
secure employment for the following
TRASOns : -

@ Lack of social graces

® Lack of a proper knowledge of Eng-
lish -

@ Lack of technology education

@ Lack of experience -

@ Backward in personality
The Minister has outlined his pro-

posals to tackle these shortcomings?®.

‘The lack of technology education has

been selected for detailed examination

‘here, tracing the development of the

Economic Review January 1997

concept, outlining the response of in-
teregted parties and marking any
progress that may have been achieved.

The required and correct type of
technological education and research
should be on the one hand on indus-
trialdevelopment and employment op-
portunities, cn the other should very
closely and positively related to the
growth phase. Technological education
assumes importance ot only from the
individuals' standpoint as facilitating

-employmentbut alse from the national

standpoint as leading to industrial
development and the creation of wealth.
Technological education may service
the existing industries or may be an-
ticipatory and preparatory leading

hopefully to the establishment of new
industries according to a preconceived
magter plan.

Unfortunately, however, even after
nearly a half century of political itide-
pendence educational provision has
still not been able to establish and/or
maintain a meaningful relationship
with developmental needs. The ahzence
of relevant technelogical courses to
service even existing industriesisbadly
felt, let alone industries planned for
the future. It has been pointed out by
many authorities that subjectslike sci-
entific fishing, marine engineering,
tourist management and plantation
industry had not been included among
university degree courses®.
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inedturioral arganiaation. they pedated
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Tiiws ewon buslare bhodeneras o AT s
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torl in the sscond halt of L3E2. Al
thoueh peeerdingly o sdminnl plans
pherewere fo b mine AL Csailoring o
witricly ol o o Lange oonbwer ol
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oo neay ALTCs wrern msbahblishad
lictnging e ozabieral A1 weleven,
Therewsrs nehoetela atrached to ATCe
bt the stodente weere provided wich
Mahnpadiz sehafnrships, hyrearicsand
crnteeskionry by drwvel. A e AL
peraded gpiets and casdival Geilidias
sawall. Below is 8 llac ocf ATT e canmres
pod the ceurses thot were offeved in
Lharm.

The minmene emdente wara brogght
i ez b trowhle crapeed from the AL
alidimibs Lhmse bevs, 'Phear spmplaink
repardiog e phusicial organisalion,
auch aa laek of reaideilial faciiles,
inedoquace phrsical fecilities ace, [ chey
mitisid Lhe ey Ehak thie eoarec s shimald
laad Lo degraer and ook d:plomoas, Aler
all. chey poiniad sul, they were guali-
fied tiobe admiteed conniveraitiea whers
they coald kave obrained demiess and
thew eemtd nant eomprehend wks they
worre Lo D Tabibied of with onle o di
plama. bewever, auravasated ol was,

Thersfire feem the very nceplaop syms-
tntiom  prescniled awithin the AL
crenterng on fhe improvement of the
pliraieal corliloons and e awand of &
dagres,

Fan VSR e B e ear of Lk cona-
nmebcement of teackiog ia the ATCe.
hefors even ene baech of studenea g
comploled wne cearse, Lhe LG al e
iaelf Lo be persuaded woappoiat &
coramitees to revierr and report on the
ccdivizios o el AL e with a nombor

i |f' iETINR |:-r I'I"'ﬁ!!'L!I'IL'I.:.I.

Thecovurittes shared withthe TIOQ
the ideal thoe these AL shonld de-
vislnp imdne technolbegical onieemsidiee,

s Tl "aleps shoald be caloen boopao-
Cowide e necesady afvadliociues B0
apabls &t leaac ope or teo of thess
university collamas to devalen inte full
Hledged tochmologicnl wniversitics
within Lhe fiest fve vear phase '

thir Ulrmarniteen did nmint
panEiier fvounibdy Lhe ooarses oon
ducted by the AT, Sudae were Lieuad
to Be not quits techoolemical sa de-
sited'. "Phe Commirtes reconimiended
Ll eericdr ALCs  anddar cememos
alwndd Le closad aind cerlain mosses
tigpentinyed; [ sddinon theyr mads o
rmumbaer ol reenmmendpions regnm

Heraerarer,

Log eleaclume, Feililios, slatlfing, e

cazorucdalion, maoagement and ad- T

muinizcratien that wwooald fead fo the
geve lapment of AL, Sorangely
rnorugh the reporl of Lhis Clonomdiles
v ol deted wpea

Annthor Crovmimi biee weas nnparnted |

b thes Himl! Mimdster fir Higher Faio-
calaia am L8 1 prrepere 4 shorl-leria
Pl for the develepoent of ATIG: U

This Cemmyittce recemimended thec.

aretrnes eihinadel b roiod e osaibahore e
ATIC atudents tenhiali s deprae. Hiw-
ewer, there should be'au intemrenineg
perinn af otk corpericnen of at lens
P e Brelire slacdvends procesdod by
Flos Tzl pesisr ol ihiedepress prograooms.

Dewise comugas ofered by AUC:
abald be job eriensad ang waeasianal
imaam bt nongsdemic dogree conmsre
alferad by corperlinn el worcerailies.

The sommitees idenfified che fol-
leewsingr aellibpmn® praameess nlmsoade e
Fering sepprpriaster Lis b plTaeced Ty Ghe

ATTCa:

@& Yatketing MaTewerment

¥ lusuraoce and Riek Maoagen:eol

# Environimencal Stodies

# Librprs and [nformation Seicnes

& Sporls and Mhysital Edavation

¥ DPre—cchon] Edovaion

# Conversocing and Metarial Wok

® rviranmencnl el

W Vot ochnicinms o

# Laberatoey Techoiciaue courae

& Pharmnzalomnr

& Conmpoting and InFroason Sy
Lesrred o poder Applicnlanns

& Creanaligy and Jewallary Manofac
Liat'e

& Foreany

# Privting and Potliciny

# Vishorivsang Mmoo

& diars Commranicalions

& Laoyrasypes

& Journaliem

& Fine Arie

® Hunking

In pddivion the Dommitres mode o

P e
a 1."':"."..'1'-'-'1'1
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numher of pranasnie pertalbine o in-
frsdAmroare fadilicios, statfing . and
Lt ol alalf, Hovwever, b Che liose
the pornitees cogrpleced ite waork the
new PA moermimient has ocome inte
preir fand Phee eeporl s hamded aver
wlhe siew Deputy Mioizwer of Higler
Tdweption. Matammaainglr this Tepoet
e anh ke nzan.

s the other band, che new dinis-.

rarof Brincatier and Llizher Education
appainted a tbrec-memabee s Uonerd e
s abdy thee misin issaae onid prehdemes
relataog L the AUCs il sulacun Lo
L a freel report oo then -

Thiz Cpmmities did nok ser any
mearth  cwhnlsievier e e ATT0E aned
wai vrikical ol every aspect o ATO
arparusaloag god functioiing. Hog-
2ugr, Ib iz mratifrine to note that in
their pnepnthy o the ALTCE cheyrbonrn
Laafeary vigres Lo preser e anid mowrivh the
aeempl ol lechoalagies] W veraities’
a3z embodisd o che Coromittess all
irporeane ko finel reeamemcodacon,

b af Lhee AT atend Ul nieisrsi Ly
Collepas which Lave adequate usles-
atrusture and facilitiea have che poten-
tinl far dearclapmentas Teehmalpzienl
Lomiviersilies ! Siv ol Lhes olawen AVCS
sbould Le cowoepesated e Lwo
ey upnbnaraities with affect frem the
eamimEmeement af 1996 The ALIC3-a1
Huharguln anid Hualdela shimaid e ot
Liachied G Lhe ATTC gl Belihuloya w
pmake of e administrative centes foi
ana nf the propesod tixethnolagieel omi-
vorsitlics, A semilar arraogeancol
alyould ke mwade by inecrporacing - the
AL nt Anurad hapare, Kolivepitivo
and Falga by, Anaredhapam shmeld be
L cienbre: pl thas wnieersiy,. Al ather
AT shauld eventually be vastad in
the wmiveraities o the reapective prov-
irors inowhich they nre laeptod,

Theapatam of Alllated Unreemity
Collegea will be abalishied with e
implamentazion of the acheme eecom -
mcndsd abore'™ With regard
crnTaes ptetidy Rk eemmickes Beates -
Tl weparsers Lo b providil shoadd b
different fann the general and apeceal
degrra eonmses condnersd inoandversi-
ligs preses Uy, Thew shealid hieds mul
Liple camporenes of Qures catesories |

fav i prodftssional by oricnted  sabjecd
isclusive of 4 pracucal Tealodeg
COULPHTSET 8.3 Che majar compon et
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thl Emglish and Compuser Shedies dn
compualsery subsidiacg. compe-
oerils; iand

el woaptiogEl subsidiary eemipanencs
gelacted from & vaniely ol suljoes
hivring relevance o an pader-
alanding ol the contempor ey soc-
acy i & ceginnol oand glebal con-
temt.

Core abhould be taken o avoed the
provision af eanTeog :-rqsent]_:.r oL
ducted al wniversitics and sther | lighar
Educaticual Iostibeliones excepl in
Commarea, Dosinees Studiea and othear
Melds for whick there iz @ FTOTITIE
demEnd .

The Miniater of BEdocalios aml
Highor Bducation, of couras, socepted
the recommendoiiong made in the re-
pori la termes of which the hee niowr
univeraities of Eal'-:l.ragu.muwu anl
Higirnta mere aacabliched. They aee
al derectly reforred tooaa techoolom-
eal uoiversibies ot from ashas hosbospn
recopioeendesd '|:l_',- Lhrs sommitdes s
showrn abewe it may aaliely T infisred
that if ther heave not alesady besn
ennccsived s terhniolagioo L nniversitise
it Qe at least axpecloed chon they will
dewelop into technalopieal uiivesiliey
bzl T

Thie Babasagamriewe: university will
conduek e felloeing degree oograes,
ng thoooteet, inthe diffecent Locations
wned fiaeelbing -

& [O.A Laoruages

& H.A Nacipl Seieneas

& B.S5u Husiness Studics

i@ B.Se Acricullursl Beicners
@ BB Appliad Sciance

Helibd Inga

Faculty of Business Sludies
DPepartroent of Baainess Stedies
Trpartmons of fecoincanesyr aod

Fi maamd s

Faculty of Sorcizl Seeences & Lan-

auames
Pepartmene of Hecial Soience
Depasrlmient off Langogr:s

limhangela

Fuacully ol Agrivaliurl Soienoes
Department of Loveslock  Pro-
dureion

r 1 "l "-l‘l-"t : §
- g;gi iz e'd‘b.y

Dapsrlaend of Bxporl Agrie:

LG

Iepertment

}Tu.nu;.p':rng'nf
Fruabizalia

of Amwa-Duziness

Facwlty of Applied Scieoces
Mepartieent of  Watural Re-
ST
Iepartrerrl al’ Phyegion] o Sei-

uries :

The Bajarata T orversile will ollar thi
digmoia;

BEA [Busimese Managemomk!
B A 1Booial Soianoue’

[i He. LApmicultursl Seoeices)
H. R fAppling Seisneaa)

i ata dilferent Ruwoalldcs ae dollows

& Fauminy of Mppnagemene Scudies
'Z.nfl.l:lu:'.:u:ll'.::;lur:l]

& Faculty of Sacial Scigices and i
manitica UAnuradhapursa

& Poaenlly o Agesiealtarnl Seiencss
(hieliandurn)

#® Facully of  Aoplios
CEulivapitival

& IPacembar of Anplied Szieness IO
i Pl gl

Sciemneey |

Thas univeeicy offers Coucass i Lhe
fnllrsinig araas

FMlantathion Managaioent
Faod Beienee and Tachnolagy
Horticulturs

1 Bevrnr: Semiomas amel Sakrilian
Sdualhermisticae] Saicrices
lodwsbenal Mavagem=at
Compater Scudisa

Dusiness Managrmonl
Scconneiney anrd Finance
Saciial Brwdies

Humaaitieg

Hirlogmmal Scirmncrs

I'hyrical Seiencea

The ahove itfermatom is nan vy
emerviaE ne Berhope: Cheonos widear-
sitice will canbinme W olfer 2 mix ol
Lechimlogical cowrres and sobvsnrog.
courgea Parher than enls teehaalngicn
moarrees: The veards of Lhic anielar aea
TIPS P L L

"The main ohjcrgwn of the graorn
ment's nes rrhamarional policy s L
ahiflbhe emphiasis Crose Ui Lhaorarieal
aspect b M practical. Seversl weca-

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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ticnal cavpraes will b= sliried e the
mevrly avened Laiversiass Lo oiuip
sludenls wilh ihe knmrhoer 73 entar
the job muacke oo Leshr g loadien? o
(rar eduearional exelem alifl Pl
thi: cnmvemtianal concept. Ualess sl
wiiki] we el aside ot canmentional
artitvdes wasandy echucisiiom s will he
telr behiod in the forwars march o
preaperine. ' 't

The Minater aga srootsad teeeisl-
Ik Laem racrre: vndversitise i 1997, the
'l-i'_:._'.-:ln:lm Lniveraity and the Lisg
Uiversity. IL g o e haped Pirat thesa
bwr T wnivereities weuld be alee
Lecheligmiel 0 et totellr oo

[t appears far weeeechade thal ol
though che ATCe po mieee. L prine-
ple: af kechmelomieal highes edieation,
which Lhevembedicd hastaken ross in
b e ppivarsilives e kich hove Bakan
their place. It je Boped Wil these now
universities wauld plas a l-.:-ﬂu;]_i@ Pale
| ur~|'|'ril|gir. SRprIpr e T oA Hons
24 the aplieve of highar edacainn i
Sri Lanks, oy

Kefaranies;

Lo by MNews, LP9E Avapuse 1, 150

G Antieald Talvoid, Teleiere o Ltbara'e 1005
AvposblE, pol

W Mt

G, Meody Negna, 1L Aol B8 ot

ool New s, L9 Aapast 1 e A

i, AP Univpresdy Uil 170302,
1991, g 1=

T, deid.

4 This Canonilies v ptieel Uoolessor
A0 de & Indrarntes 1 Canvener
ChadrneanT, 1= Ml Swurodd
EHHETZE "\CI'.r il W Sennnnnio
aved M7 fele o ile Bilea, The repert of
Lhiy Commiteer. appninoed an (60 a0y
1218 waa eylndited on 33 Nevoeler,
1E4a4.

U Fhet, Gection 7, 13-45-p. 23

L Thid., Ecotiem §,0-11 |

11, Wleig Lonoiicaee camprises Kre. W0
Deraknimb:ra l_I'E|'.l|'|'||r_|_:-_ Hrolseenr
drivacidea de Zilvn and Me Tisan
Monrwinarre, The pepatal Wi ezl
wtt cpmiinded o 0% Taneray T4 was
sibamie i Deember 1534

(2 This Cammitts mompriasd e Hoa
Prolezge:  Wiswy Warnnnnin, B=
Thpueey Mivstar o Higher Erlusation
Hokurmarl, Frafeoanor .
Frathmanarhar acd B Tie=a
Haoazgita: The cepert of this Comit
e apnalaned ot 28 Mk, TS,
wizs dabimitsed tnoAqril, 1955,

Vi, Fhal e

Ld fkad pl 55
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I, Ml Mevea
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Universities in Developing
Countries: Concept
and Challenges

mivorsiny aruaetion b
vcadering walua o L
wgial, cutlecal god e
nomie developoeent of g
rogintry. The elaseiond
s im0 Lhisl wniversilies esisl boad-
varee lescnony sl Koowladge. Tel-
versities 2eck ithvonah studyr pro-
Frammes one researeh ] fndmenee
Tareadids aud deplb ol waclers Laoding off
human kneerledee, mr instil Life-long
hishils sl erigienl thavghis and s help
expand adeoidaal capiscily for coes-
tive expradzicn. In his speech ac the
inatallerion of the Chanesler af =
Linfwrrsiral & kethield seme fiftarvenrs
agi, thial e im Jhanes 1948, claba
Mzaefeld pave the follawiog classicsl
deseriprion of o naiveraite ;

et il mEet v by el dia-
ticwetian ..

T recenl yoner ths I;.E-ﬂ-lu_'“:_-.r hies
b A ralate worversities ty che gl
wral tememie develnpmont needs of
cauitey and o enphasise their mole g8

eviders ol achvinnend koowledge and
bigh lewel inanoewer for s wide sangs
il servises vequeni«d by o modeln poc

elv. Ao rosent World Romicsoady e’

Righer edoendian sated:

'Higher edncadian ix ul PErAndanT
iraperrsamen: lor wodnance andd Fwetnl
dreulogunmnd, Tnstionana of highur
erualiom hive: Lhe main respomsi-
Taihicy Leenguigepdang indleid wasl s will
Live advanesd irowledss aod shlls
vequived for pogitions of responai-

by

Professor 8, Tilakaratna

Choirmaen, University {ranta Commission®
3

"I'hers pre tewr eartlde chings wens
Lisawtitiul Lham o wniveraity, [0is 6
plase where Lose whn howe ignin
rance ey stetve to knaw, whese
L = ho peragive truth may strive
Lo el aLhiers ures whore seakera
and leasners alike, bizndoed Logether
in zhe sesvch o Hnocwledps; will
homeur thoushe inall ita finer waya,
will derdeoms chindiors in distress or
Lyexile, will wphold s bhe i grigy
af thenght and leaviogy aod will
el atardands in chess thinga.

II']";EJ'E t= Eg :E'-'! l..] IJ:I.E':G Bkl g4 l\.!l'll:|1:I!'|I'I:'-:'
than a .|.|.'u'-'|:u.t:i.l_'_-'. Rﬂl.l.g_iw.ll:lci Ly
anlis ines s2er ar hersaw dyastias
mere i or besupplented. Futior
LEFr a I3 |.I'1'-\.'""'11‘1|T ] I:.h T 1_1'|_'|'|."|""|_ ?l_t.".'
vl eonbince, wond Uhe elream af i
will paze thesvebit, sod Wie Lok
nd the seeker will be bound co-
grdher dn che vndying seaee of
||ringing' Lhkanehi into che worid,

Tobe gmeenber of ove of these geeal

Hilttarin aveornmant,; i:-:giueger.gu_xd
Qi prifeasions These oostibebiome:
produee neer Wnowledpe thraugh
maraTch, sorve fg conduits for the
Lranadir, :-|.-:|:1.[.|I.11.i-:|.-|. and disstmi-
asiion of hoowledee pensrsted
alzrmherein thewarid. and eupport
pivenment ang hnsiness wich fd-
wieg mod consullenoy servioes, In
rueal coubries, hipler educaliog
inetitutiome aleo play i poetanl sa-
tiitl roles bar Targing the notionst
bty al the cambey nel wlfiring
g forawn for plasaliztic delale. The
deviapmen: of higher sducation 1a
wrrmlafid wAth peonomic develop-
noeals varilmoen!l modia: in hiphen;
edicabion average 01 prroenbin the
wanneries that teiong o OECD
aampured with 21 per eent in mid-
dbe-tpmmes counbries sl B per ceni
inlos-ineome countried. Eatimated
saciel racee of return of LD per cenn
ar morg in meny developing coun-
b ispimdionte: that investments.
i fugher sduealion contrilaale b

L HiGni SRR

Trommisie, Review Fones+ 1947
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iereass 1 Jabow: pradustovity and
tz Richer leng-cerm economis
priavkb, which e pacantinl e
prverly allevialoon ! (bl Bank
Hirher Bdagation: Leaacns of Bx-
mHrirmer, [H9L;

Higlwr aducutinn has corlainly
morad swey feen ite lvocy cowel Lo-
agc af the eatly davs o ralabe Tome
ol v e ehesaeinl ond ceenemie aceda
ul' iz conley, In Lhis pracesd Howewer
cwwe Blondd be easefinl nol bo loges 3l
oftha intallestnnl dimension of hizher
lrsmming, chikis Lixinshil lilis-lomg habiks
ol criicen ] Eroah baorndaaso G sowaish che
saceaw coicepl of a “wacadoaliged!
higher edezetion - that 13 traiing fo
Jebe The fomamithtor of Yiee-Chan-
cillors snd Principsdds tONOT sl ohi
TTocwaseaiiea g TR 0 1949:5) laae e labu-
raved the parposes o highei edwcation
in che followrne cemns

(nd T provide students witlh a

fewrning expurienesaftheirchoica

which enalles ihem:

@ o oroe intelecboally Tt b b
dramelan ne individuaie aod achisve
& sectm al pursonal Taffilmont

& v erow tniellecinally ke plse o
devcatip ae ndiv ideals anek schicess
# senae of pevstial Tulllinenl

@ Lo mremaTe for funire careers and foe
Lz chisllemizes ot geczpasianal and
avacial chianps

& toaoguice and wpdate, through il
langr laprming, che knowledes gad
shills nevded for o otective rale in
Livs wecrh pl oo

@ o conbrbiele womedianal pommic
Frosepesiny aod Lo da sy einents an
thiz savinl and culooral fabric

@ L play o Dull pert. in a demacrmcic
and pluralisi soclely characlericed
by awchiversior of ochie, relimiouns and
eullumsal Lradidians.

i) Tohelpfoster the development

of & Innrming socleiy:
8 Ly providing looderabip o the task

w o m
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of palabog edueations! agpiralion:
rod creatioy a round infrastedclare
tor 8, laarih iy st

e} To promou: the sdvinecment

of roeearch aivd boewledyy trons.

fur by

® iainlauaeng noslromg capa kilficy far
beaie and olier reseach

@ testerine high quatty seseaick

arte and sraial aciences sa wall wa

salural arismera,
techooley
® hroiminy sntiieient I.‘"i:u&d redues i
widernnuee of disriplinss rr et the
peeda af ind wstey and nlheremiplagy-
nra
fraviding a mesmmree 2F erpertise,
icdesian el dzmvvcinlivanoes: which car
add seopouie sy pelitives. conl=zh
nige T s cve e e i aecial alfaics
nnl bl policr, snd stimclsts
pubilic doebisie: goencenl
& developlup applied sesearch ol
cnalney serwiess relevanc o s
brensd rimge afirdnstrinl sacinl and
il Laerd eomiterme,

madicing g

1) To serve becal aowld cepgiemal
commirnities by exeanding educa-
Lieemal soradd e lturnd npportanitios
and by applying industriably-ret-
avant knowledme and expertise

L) Fo partivipate sedvely in intor-
nadicnsl i gher edvendinn warek
{beolls renpareh wnd beaching

The relative weight mven oo the
purpnsss st ahm'n:-. nnd the wer in
whiich e are coricad onat, will diffiae
preatly betaeen wusversilies o ae-
eerdanee. with  their  diadnctise
rrisdinme and redlestng vhe diversdor
Lt exiale wikhin uhis hivker didues
Liou 3vate.,

|:|I"'.':;-[Ii||:'il.‘\:l: e freporbnmas o n-
trone and pocssl desslupooent, Bhe
higher edueation secrr ling exper-
e wrmaiE teraions mrek i3 i erisis
i sEay developing wonsrios This
atbeatatn Yar s gutal sl in
per-ralatad fastors,

Hirstly, {hemm: 3: sicdal presaure on
therazpaanann ol the aniversile systom
to ndmit an increasing aumber of alu-
denks  With the dewelopment and
wprensd gl eeoondnme eduertion, laraer
awsubiers puaalify G higher cdbaciliam
and el adosisanay [ aoivers Livs, To
reapen e the geewy g eockal deaand
urverEicy  nducation,  che

Despite ifs cloar Gapectancr for economic and social develogment,
e higher edecelion seobor has experienced gerfous tensiony and iz
i eriats in meany decelopiog counfries, Ihia siteaiion Foas arfsem onf:
af zeveral inter-reloted fackirs.

4 |

! I "y o i
= E’?g;;.ltrzed By Noomnam Foundaton

ENTONTMENCE L vidveraiiees bave oo-
srrred o Tapid ineroasn in most devel-
aprinng conmbres, Heghor edueagian has
Tetens Llae faslesl priwing sigmnont af
the edbeation ayaba wmost develop®
inm conatries Rich el mislns sneraas-
e an averame G-7per centvear, In B
Larmi, Tar evomizle, the facnl stodent
tand P wtb e lixd for sardmission b e

varaities lugs dewblad an o gl 15
wnrd, increasing frons slout 5000 L
TSAG L bomaae 10,0050 im0 1896, Yet the
ealalenoe ol g p.ul:uc".:s.rll.i_::ul ansniisiiot
demand continnas L bis & eons picemes
tonturs of che hivher edosation eector
in 5o Lenky, UF chose gosicinr gdmia-
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hasbecome areality. Infact, university
educdtion has become the fastest
growing segment within the education
sector. In Sri Lanka, the studentintake
into universities has doubled in the
past 15 years and it is planned to
increasethe annualintake by a further
50 per cent by 2,000. Even with such
expansion; the university student
population would be less than 2 per
cent of the population in the age group
20 to 24 years. Sri Lanka ranks quite
low in the progress made towards ex-
pansion of higher education. By higher
education is meant universities and
all other tertiary level institutions
which admit students on the basis®of
some attainment at the Advanced Level
examination. As seeninthetable given
below, only 6 per cent of the population
in the age group 20-24 participate in
higher education in Sri Lanka as
against 19 per cent in Thailand and
Philippines respectively and over 40
per cent in most devéloped countries,

Percentage of 20-24 vear
age-group enroled in Higher
Education in selected
couniries : (1983)

1. Vietnam 02 7. Hong Kong?21
2. Nepal 03 8. Japan 30
3. China 04 9. Australia 42
4, Sri Lanka 06 10.8. Korea 48
5. Indonegia 10 11.France 50
6. Thailand 19 12.US 81

Source :World Bank, World Develop-
ment Report: 1996

Table 7. The term higher education

covers all post-secondary educational .

institutions such as universities, col-
leges of education, technical colleges
and distance education programmes.

While there is a clear need to ex-
pandopportunities for higher education
in Sri Lanka, the main question is how
this could be done without sacrificing
quality and within the limited finan-
cial resources available from the gov-
ernment budget. It is counter-produc-
tive to make commitments to expan-
sionary policies to accommodate the
growing demand for higher education

Economic Review January 1997

on political grounds. alone without
reference to available resources, quality
standards and labour market demands.
Unless reforms are carried out to im-
prove the quality and performance of
the higher education sector, the coun-
try will be destined to enter the 21st
centuryinsufficiently prepared to meet
the challenges of globalisation, eco-
nomic liberalisation and a market
economy. As public sector will no longer
be the main employer of university
graduates, universities will need to

. prepare students to take up employ-

mentin a market economy which oper-
ates in a competitive globalised set-
ting. In such a context, the quality and
relevance of university education
emerge as issues of paramount impor-
tance.

In a context of limited public fund-
ing, how could the higher education
gectorexpand tocater tolarger student
numbkers while achieving the twin goals

of efficiency and quality ?. There are
three important directions for reform
that can help countries to achieve the
above goals. These are namely promot-
ing a diversity of higher education in-
stitutions, diversification of sources of
funding, and introducing policies ex-
plicitly designed to improve quality.

(i) Promoting a Diversity of
Higher Education Institutions: -

The monolithic modelofhigher edu-
cation where public - funded universi-
ties play the central role and students

are heavily subsidized, has proven ex--

pensive to meet the growing social de-
mand for higher education and inap-
propriate to meet the multiple demands
of economic and social development as
“well as the learning needs of a more
diverse student'body. In order to meet
the growing social demand and tomake
the higher education system more re-
sponsive to changing labour market
needs, there is no alternative to
achieving a higher degree of differen-
tiation in higher education, that is to
promote non-university institutions as
well as private institutions (both uni-

s

S

versity and non-university type) which
could cater to diversified needs. The
degree of differentiation tends to vary
with the degree of socio-economic de-
velopment of the countries. In low-
income countries, public funded uni-
versities dominate the higher educa-
tion sector and higher education is
almost synonymouswith public-funded
subsidized university education. On
the other hand, in higher income
countries a substantial degree of dif-
ferentiation can be seen and non-uni-
versity institutions, distant education
and open learning, programmes, and
private institutions play a more sig-
nificant role within higher education.

Non-university institutions have
lower programme costs and are also
able to respond flexibly to labour
market demand. In the engineering

education field, for example, 'applied

engineers' produced by non-university
institutions have proved attractive to
industry: Distance education pro-
grammes are also usually much less
expensive than conventional university
programmes and has proved effective
inimproving access to higher education
at modest cost. In Thailand, for exam-
ple, open universities operate on a self-
financing basis account for 62 per cent
of higher education enrolments and
the per student, cost of distance edu-
cation has been estimated tobe only 14

per ¢ent of that in a conventional

university, Promoting private institu-
tions is another method of broadening
access to hlgher education without
imposing a burden on the governmcnt

“budget. Private institutions also have

the flexibility to respond to changing
demands of students and changing la-.
bour market conditions. A number of
Agian countries such: as Indonesia,
Philippines and South Korea have re-
lied heavily on the private sector to
accommmodate most of the growing se-
cial demand for higher education. In

_'Philippines 86 per cent of the students

are enroled in private higher educa-
tion institutions; in South. Korea, the
corresponding figure is 75 per cent and
in Indonesia it is 60 per cent. It should
be noted, however, that there are sub-
stantial variations in the quality of
education provided by private institu-
tions: hence, the need for a regulatory
framework for programme evaluation
and accreditation.
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Exchange Rate and Inflation:
Causahty Tests ':f'r Sri Lanka

by
Nelson Perera

Department of Economxcs, Unwerslty of Wollongong, Northﬁelds

: Avenue, Woﬂohgong NQW 2322 Australia

THe reluctance to move from a fixed

cxchzﬁ;ge system to a flexible exchange
systetn by most developing countriesis
based on the notion of a vicious circle of

currency devaluation and - inflation.
Aceording to the vicious circle hypoth- -

esis, currency devaluation increases
the domestic price of imported goods,

which leads to higher prices in general
and puts pressure on wages and costs,
The circle is completed when surging
inflation exerts pressure on the ex-

change rate to depreciate further.
Empirical evidence for the existence of
the vicious circle is mixed: Rittenberg
(1993), Rana and Dowling (1985) could

not find any evidence for the presence

of a vicious circle, while Kholdy and

Ahmad (1990); Falchi and Michelangeli
(1977), Kawai (1980) and Sahoo, ef al.
(1993) found evidence for the presence
of a vicious circle for soime countries,

The objective of this paper is to venfy
the causal relationship between ex-
change rate and price level to deter-
‘mine the extent which the fears of
vicious circle seem warranted. The
present study looks at the experience
of Sri Lanka after the liberalisation
period. Sri Lanka adopted flexible

exchange rate policy in late 1977 after 155
the economic reforms, and has pur-

sued the policy more than a decade.
The organisation of the paper is as

follows: in Section 2 theoretical issues -

and the methodology adopted for the
study are presented; the empirical re-
suits are discussed in Section 3; and
finally, concluding remarks are gwen
in Section 4.

Theoretical Issues and
Methodology

The hypothesis of a vicious circle of -
devaluation-inflation is centred around ..
the fact that the potential gains from

devaluation are eroded by rising costs
and inflation in LDCs. Cooper (1971)
argued that in LDCs, devaluation in-

creases the dolﬁestlc prlce of imported

goods, including inputs in the devalu-
ingtountry, Theinéreaseininput prices

 will drive up the cost of living and this

in turn will raise domestic money costs

* and hence the cost of living, ahd so on,

in a vicious cirele, ult.unately under-
cutting the gains from devaluation. He

~ further argued that devaltation will
directly raise the production costs of

exports if itnported inputs play an im-

~portant vele in the production of ex-

ports. This view has been supported by
Van Wijnbergen (1986), Pinto (1991)
and Yeager(1976) on different grounds,

. Onthe contrary, Krugman and Taylor

(1978) arguedthatdevaluatmnreduces
aggregate demand, dué to a ¢ontrac-
tion in credit. This in tun reduces the

-mﬂatmnary pressures uver’time

Inthis paper the ésusal relationship

‘between nominal exchange rate and
~ price index is examined by using the

concepts of causality, cointegration,

“and error correction models. Basically

this involves three stéps: testing for
unit roots, testing for cointegration’;
and testing for Granger causality tests.
In the first stage, the order of integra-
tion of the variables involved is deter-
mined by using the DF and ADF test
statistics. If variables are found to be
integrated of order one, testing for
cointegration is carried out uging the

. two-step Granger procedure. Letx and

¥, be two variables integrated of order
one and ocointegrated. Engle and
Granger (1987) has showh that there

exists a dynamic error correcting mod-
els given by:

Ox =0 40 e +La Ay, +Eb AKX+

=B, +Be L1+E1c31g *-fd A A A
=1 =1

where u, and v are whlte noise and
e and e’ are ¢ errét berms obfthined from
respectwe cointegration relationships.

Ifx, andy, arenot cointegrated, then
the gtapdard Granger causality test
may be employed to examine the causal
relationship between them using

‘equations 1 and 2 without the error
| corregtion term. Inthis case, uni-direc--
| tional, bi-directional or no causal rela-

tionships between x, and y, may be
inferred by testing the joint signifi-
cance of the causal variable in each
equation.

Miller and Russek (1990) pointed
out that if x, and y, are cointegrated a
causal link must exist in at least one
direction between them. In other words,
causality testsin this situation involve

not only testing the joint significance

of coefficients of causal variables, but.

also testing the significance of &, and
Bz'

‘The selection lag length of équation
1 and 2 (m and n in equation 1 and p
and q in equation 2) should be cafried

: Note:

Engle and Granger (1987) and ERQJ@W o4 |(P§s’?}"aham org

L T he concept of unit root and comrergraaon are dfscussed in de:m! in Engie and Granger (1991) and Banerjee et al,

(1993). Testing procedures for the gresetde/dinnlprestsiand esititergration can be found in Dickely and Fulier (1979),
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ECONOMIC
REVIEW

The Economic Review in its twenty years of
publication has provided a forum for discussion

on contemporary development and international issues,
and has recently produced several issues covering
following important topics :

Share Market

Population

Structural adjustment Programme
Commercial Banking

Budget & Economic Policy

Labour, Migration

SAPTA

Inflation in Growth &

Economic Recession
Economy of Sri Lanka
Private Tuition

Foreign Investment
Tourism & the Economy
Irrigation Management
Housing in Sri Lanka
Poverty Issues

Tea Sector in Transition Development
Economic Policy, Reforms Transportation at the
Labour Migration Crossroads

(Special Focus on Midd. E)
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The Economic Review is available in all
leading bookshops and People's Bank
branches island-wide

Price per copy: Rs. 30/=, Annual Subscription (Local) : Rs. 360/=

SAARC Countries : US§ 30
Rest of the World ; US$ 35

Cheques/Money Orders should be drawn in favour of
People's Bank - Economic Review and forwarded to

Director of Research, Research Department,
People's Bank, Head Office, Colombo 2, Sri Lanka.
Phone : 436940, 327082

Economic Review - A Community Service
Praoject of the People's Bank

The Contents of Economic Review may be quoted or reproduced
~ with due acknowledmt.
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