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The Editorial

This speeial wsue an viclence expases nat anly
dillerent forms of vinlence largeted WELInSt
wemen butalso the alarming suthoritarion situ-
afion women are subjeceed 1o in Pakistan. Beo-
sife the fate of women, we nre also wore that
1,541 organizalions operatiog under he ¥ olun-
tary Secial Wellire Agoncies Ordinanoe ol 1U6] 3
in Makistun were de-registere),

We are glao awiure Pakistan which ae.
ceded 10 the Cenventipn, on the Flimination of
Dhseriminanon wgainst Women in 1596, agreed
iake a1l dppropriae meusureses o maodify the
accial vnd euMural pettesns of conduct of men
and wumen hasell on the ides of infetarioy ‘o
sufctivrnly of cither ol the sexes,!

i this eontexd, that Pakistun shoul] de
regivter ¥oltnlury Qreanisuions of teny human
rights {owomen {s deplarable. 'We are concemed
about the threats and wesivities appina: Shirkat
Guh. 8 women's human dghts orpunizacion us
well vs sexnal harassment and vilification cam-
fasgn eurrfed on wgainst juurnalists god out £ s~
ken wymen, Thal we are mirching sole vear
2000 Towded with cominal aelivitics fike TP,
sesaal harssment. deoiul of cqualily as well s
Burtam rights i o be suonsly condemped.

Eupe lias been wsel Ume and AL uin Aas i
weA ML o suh e wormen, Sexual Pamssmeons
kazkept b ws the second class citizon. Sali prac-
tsed in Indiv puts women in the tortueed lisf foc
‘purlicetion’ ol men. Wi want to greel the voar
2000 a5 equal ¢ifizens of this sarth.

Woewant cipvul righr to exist ws disnified
peapls in vur bomes aml gurside,

April o FOEQ o ¥ uice of Woomen
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Words Fail in Pakistan

By Valerie Ceccherini

The women of Pakistan have most to fear from
their government's attempts to make sharia law
supreme.

A woman is raped cevery three hours in Pakistan.
Sixty-five per cent of them are under age and onc
in four is the victim of group rape. And according
to Hina Jilani, a lawyer working for women's rights,
that is not the worst of it: "If a woman is raped but
has no cvidence to prove it, the very fact that she
has admitted to the sexual act may lead to her own
prosccution for adultery or fornication - zina."

Under the proposcd 'islamisation’ of the country's
legal sytem now being debated in Pak stan's upper
house, the Senate, its jurisdiction would presum-
ably cxtend to bringing the whole of the country's
legal system into conformity with !slamic legal
precepts: in other words it woul* make Islamic
law, complete with all its disriminatory attitudes
towards women, supreme.

Fida Mohammed Khan, a judge with the Federal
sharia court, has no qualms: 'The zina ordinancce
protects the honour of woraen and their families.
For us. women are the jewel of creation; the re-
spect we show them. particularly as mothers, is
without equal anywhere. Islam believes fornica-
tion and adultery underminces their dignity and, to
protcet the moral and ethical values of the com-
munity as a whole, considers it just and proper to

punish thosc who have of-

Farida Shaheed, a sociologist
and member of Shirkat Gah, a
Pakistani organisation working
to improve the status and
rights of women tells the story
of Safia Bibi: "Eighteen-year-
old Safia Bibi was a servantin
a wealthy, landed family. She
was raped regularly by the man
of the house and his son and
eventually became pregnant.
Her father lodged a suit for
rape but, for want of evidence,
the court acquitted the rapists
and convicted Safia Bibi of

fended. Rape is an even morce
serious offence.”

Chiefjustice of the sharia court
Mehboob Ahmed laughed as
he expounded the zina ordi-
nance: "I really don't know
why this particular law gets
pecople so worked up. With the
think
women in western societies are

greatest respeet, I

~notrespected s much as they
arc in ours. Male chauvinsim
in the west has seen to it that

the law is flexible enough for

zing. She was sentenced to 15

lashes and three years in prison. We campaigned
against the sentence in the national and interna-
tional media and she was finally acquitted."

The zina ordinance was one of a hotch-potch of
laws instituted by pakistan's then ruler. General Zia
ul-Hagq, in his attempt to 'islamise’ Pakistan in the
1980s. [t covers all extra-marital sexual relations,
including rape - which is not itself part of the
Quranic definition of the term - and abduction for
the sake of scxual assault. The federal Sharia court
acts as the court of appeal for all cases governed
by Sharia law; it is also charged with determining
whether the secular laws of Pakistan conform to
Islam.
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_ them to molest women with
impunity. But we¢ cannot allow such attitudes to
dominate to the detriment cf our wemen;: it is pre-
cisely zina ordinance that gives them security and
freedom."

Crimes under zina, as well as rape. are subject to
the law's most severe penaltics - hadd (literally ul-
timate punishment) - death by stoning or, in the
case of an unmarried person, 100 lashes in public.
Howecver Islam is clear that these may only be ex-
ceuted if there is a confession or if four Muslims
'of good standing' have witnessed the crime. While
these punishments have never been implemented
in Pakistan, the fact that they remain on the statute
books acts as a reminder that they stili could be.
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When an unmeesicd wonman claims 1o hove rewn
raped, the anly thing her medical exuminglicn
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Kape in Pakistan ix traditirally sten as dearading
Lo the woman and the polive tear vicums with &
mixlore of contempt and dishelict, I 3 Jake m
them,” 2ays Shaheed. "The ¢ sre figw s wlisg thow
Sren Sspect the victim of erying cape-ro Lot at
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Bl Tells hier slore:
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g 3 Yuice ol Wemicen » ekl



"Aided and abetted by a woman, two men from
our neighborhood grabbed me, took me off, beat
" me and raped me, one after the other. While they
were raping and beating me, they took photos.
Before letting me go, they told me that if I ever
spoke of what happened, they would kill me, kid-
nap my daughters and send the photos to the press.
My sister-in-law told me not to say anything to
my husband: no Pakistani man can accept the idea
that this could happen to his wife and she was afraid

he would accuse me of having consented to all

this and leave me"Sometime later the men who
raped me wanted me to sing for them. They de-
manded money from me and threatened to show
my husband the photos if [ didn't give them some-
thing. But I have so little money ...Anyway, in the
¢nd, my husband found everything and drove me
from the house with the children. I went to stay
with my father and we filed a charge of rape against
the men. It took cight months before the police
even registered the charge. When we went to the
police station, the police there were abusive be-
tween my father and myself. They werc so arro-
gant. One of them said to me: 'You certainly en-
joyed yourself with them then!’ They treated me
like a loose woman. They laughed in my fathet's
face as well and we had to pay 10,000 rupees
(cli8$200) just to get the charge registered. When
the rapists arrived they treated them quite differ-
ently, offering them a seat and something to drink."

Eventually, they arrestcd one of the men, but he
was released with a caution almost immediately.
His accomplices, people of mcans and influence,
were ncver arrested. While they were at the police
station, the rapists confessed, but only verbally;
afterwards they bribed the police officers with
50,000 rupees (¢US$1,000) to suppress the con-
fession. And the photos are now in the hands of
the police: I'm terrified that for another bribe they'd
getrid of them as well - the only evidence therc is
of the crime.’

A few days ago a car hitme and I was injured. The
drivers said that if I didn't withdraw my charge,
the next time would be fatal. The case is still drag-
ging on.'

At this point she collapsecs in tears:

"If they're really out to kill me I'd rather commit
suicide. But I have to go on: I have my daughters
and they are still so small.

I also met Azra at the samc legal advice centre.
She had been falsely accused of zina several years
ago, and spent a month in jail befor. t 2ing released
with a caution and finally, acquitted.

Now she told the story of her arrest:

"The officers took mec to the police station and
locked me in a room. It was durinyg ihe clections
so they were very busy. They forgot all about me
and left me there for a day and night with nothing
to eat or drink. I was terribly we.rizd about my
children whom I'd had to leave alone at home.
I'd left a three-year old daughter and a new-born
baby only 15 days old. I had no-on¢ to whom I
could turn for help. After several months, a friend
brought me news of them. In prison, ! spoke about
the children to one of the guards whe told me she
could do nothing for me¢ and [ must specak to the

judge. My 12-year-old daughter was looking after

the little ones as best she could. But she was too
young to know how to deal with the baby and she
died. My three-year-old was later taken into care
but by then she was already very ill and died soon
after'
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Interpretation

Even the religious community is not of one mind
on the zina ordinance. In 1981, a number of ulema
[religious scholars] asked the Federal sharia court
to abolish death by stoning on the grounds that
there was no Quranic authority for this. "How-
ever in the end they refused.” says Fida M Khan.
"Even ifit's not actually in the Quran, the Prophet
himself ordcred it to be carried out."

Syed Afzal Haider sces things diffcrcmiy. "This
ordinance does not conform to the basis tenets
of Islam, that is to say the Quran. It has many
anomolics and the council should look into it.

We should not forget that there is a great differ-
ence between the Quran itself and the many 'inter-
pretations' of it. While the text itself is unchang-
ing. interpretations shift constantly depending on
when they are madc and, the state of society at the
time and so on. The Pakistani consitution stipu-
lates that our laws must conform to the Quran and
the sunna (islamic traditions). Butin my view, we
should develop a new body of laws. one that also
takes into account the prevailing attitudes of the
present.Today the accent is on human rights, the
search for peace, the development of the potential
of all peoples and brotherhood. Nations and
peoples are in scarch of mutual understanding. We
must interpret the 'Revelation' in the spirit of our
own agc and in keeping with internationally ac-
cepted principles as outlined in the United Nations
Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and so on. Interpretations from the past may
guide us, but they are not the last word on any-
thing. We can discuss these things with people from
all over the world and take advantage of other
views: no single principle or ideology is adequate
for the development of the whole of humanity.

Khan. on the other hand, considcrs the zina ordi-
nance perfectly adapted to contcmporary needs.
"The laws laid down by Allah apply for all time
because they relate to fundamental human nature.

@ 0 Voicc of Women o A.])ril . 1999

Men's basic needs and desires do not change though
their socicty may: there will always be murderers
and thieves. Allah's iaws were good enough for
Mohammed's time and so they are today."

In the course of its campaign agalist the zing or-
dinance. thec Women's Action Forum has canvassed
the views of relgious leaders who also oppose it.
"This law has nothing to do with the spirit of the
Quran," cxplains. Samina Rahman. "In the first
place, the Quran and sunna say that no punish-
ments should be inflicted where social inequalities
rrevail.

We have analyscd the ordinance clause by clause
and exposed the discrepancies between it and the
Quran.

For instance, if the Quran says that hadd

punishments can only be inflicted if four Muslims
of good standing witness the act, this is tantamount

to saying the individuals concerned skould be given

the benelit of the doubt. Nor does the Quran men-

tion rape: linking rape to zina is unquranic and

unislamic. A feminist interpretation of the Quran

to this cffect by a female theologian has becen

printed in one of our dailies.

Credit: This article was originally published in In-
dex on Censorship 1/99. For morc information
contact:

Telephone: +44 (171)278 2313

Fax: +44 (171) 278 1878
Email: contact@indexoncensorship.org or visit Index on

the web at:

http:/iwww.oneworld.org/index_oc
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"The state of permanent readiness for war between
the US and the Sovict Union and actual warfare in
the Third World has permeated our globe with a
militaristic atmosphere that glorifies violence and
accepts domination by some others as incvitable.
This militarism of society has been accompanied
by high levels of vielence against people becausce
of their race, cthnicity, religion, sex, scxual orien-
tation or c¢lass." On the Issues Fall 1990

Therc is no Soviet Union now but the so-called
warring Third World is still warring. She is no
longer the Third World but the Developing World.
Y et the powerful are still militarising themselves.
What has changed in these nine years? The quality
and quantity of violence has increased whereas we
should have been engaged in thoughts and deceds
of how to control warfarc, injury to people, con-
trol and misuse of power and ailments caused by
environmental hazards. As Charlottc Bunch has
stated, ideas of permanent readiness and the mili-
taristic atmospherc that glorifies violence aceepts
domination by seme over others as inevilable, is
still largely, boldly on the boards for those who
want to scc.

In Charlotte Bunch's quote I see three important
words - (1) militaristic (atmosphere), (2) glorifi-
cation {of violence) and acceptance of (3) domi-
nation (as inevitable). This sentence gives the causc
of the violence, its working agenda and the result-

ing end product "domination".

Violence has built up a culture of its own, creating
herocstheroines of vielence, glorifying them
through literature, mass media, cincma and song,
sctting a new mcthod and purpose to the ultimate
achievements of development, education and
pcaceful existence, Existing values arc threatened
(i) if not wiped out (laughed at) and the mcthods

of replacecment seem to be unacceptable because

they arc harmful to life and nature.

o B Voicc of Women o April, 1999  pigitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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social division presently making obvious presences
felt in gatherings, TV, meetings. social occasions.
Thirdly life has become the cheapest thing going
and the cheapest thing available. For some itis a

burden.Most of the recorded crimes contain at

least one deserter from the forces, if not two or
three. He is trained in the use of weapons and to
him, in a confused manner, "humans” are targets.
Even the pretence of recognising "woman" as a
human being of equal status can vanish at some
moments. Whatever values the rural youth pos-
sessed vanishes with army training and men who
think twice about killing animals are forced to kill
humans profcssionally. He has shed his old values
and his replacement is full of violent deeds and
thoughts with not even victory in sight.

Militarisation of society begins with the forces and
is continued all thc way to all the peoples. Sol-
dicrs were once people with sane thoughts and sct
valucs. Once trained to soldiering, he ceases to be
the rural youth who joined perhaps seeking cm-
ployment, perhaps for national reasons. Many can-
not take easily to the hardships of the soldiers' life.
He runs away from the army and is not welcomed
in civil society.

Earlier as a soldier he was the defender of the na-
tion. He is the deserter, the failed onc who flees.
May be he is the easy-made violator who incrcases
the incidence of vielence.

Although I have tried to axc the biggest violators
who go scott-free | have come back to the soci-
cty-created poor villain of the piece.

Eva Ranawecera

Jig-saw Puzzle

B reasts bruised. brains battered
Skin scarred, soul shattered
Can't scream - neighbours stare,

Cry for help. no-one's there.

In the intervening silences,
I gather up the jagged fragments,
Try to rearrange them into some semblance of

The jig-saw puzzle 1 once called 'me’.

Try this one here, that one there,
Something's missing, can't tell where.
There's still a hole, can't find the piece,

Must cover it up with any silk suree

In the hollow gaps, T try to make
Sense of senseless pieces that
Won't fit into any pattern,

Not even the new one they insis{ is 'me’.

Must not fight, must be mute,
That's your strength, turn your cheek.
All my fault, people say,

W hat have | done wrong today?

In the vacant voids, T finally see
I'll be lost forever, chasing isolated
Pieces of fantasy, useless | go out to

Find new pieces ol another 'me'.

[ see you've got some fragments too,
If we put them together, can we start anew?
There are lots of pieces everywhere

But the picture we'll make is one we'll share

Nina Nehru from 'Awake - Asian women and the

strugple for justice’

o 10 Voice of Women o April , 1999 Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Rape - Sweeping
the US
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Acquaintancerape

There is a myth about rape in our society - one in which
awoman is pulled into the bushes by a complete stranger
and brutally attacked. Although this is tragically truc
for some rape victims, the overwhelming majority of
rapes are acquaintance rape - those committed by per-
sons known to the victim before the crime. Victims of
acquaintance rape face a unique set of difficulties fol-
found
acquaintance rape victims blame themselves more and
rate themselves as less recovered than victims of
stranger rape for up to three years after the rape. This
scif-blame along with peer pressure, threats by the per-
petrator, disbelict and shock. and - in the case of rape
by a family member - feelings of family loyalty con-
tribute to the low reporting rate for victims of acquain-

lowing their attack. Onc study that

tance rapc.

A victim may find her sense of trust in friendship de-
stroved, as well as her own sense of judgement. As a
result, many victims of acquaintance rape report the
crime months or even years later, or not at all.

In the courts, acquaintance rape victims arc subjected
to a higher burden of prootf and are more likely to have
their private life scrutinized by the defense than vic-
tims of stranger rape. A perceived "hazy" line between
consent and force often makes such cases difficulrt to
prove. In general, convictions are much more difficult
to obtain in the casc of acquaintance rape.

The reporting rate for rape is very low. Only 34% of
stranger rapes and 13% of acquaintance rapes are re-
ported to authorities compared to the reporting rates
for robbery {53%), assault (46%) and burglary (52%).
(Koss, Woodrulf, Koss. 1990). Another major factor
in the non-reporting of rapc is distrust of the cfficacy
of the legal system - either that the victim will not be
belicved or that nothing will be done in the courts.

Other reasons for not reporting a rape include feelings
of shame and embarrassment, fear for one's safety and
conecern over the reactions of others. Those women who
do report rapes often take a long time to do so.

Victims who wait before reporting a rape are some-
times penalized by statutes of limitation and victim
compensation programs that require victims o report
soon after the erime to receive services.

° 12 ¥oice of Women - Aprii,

Campus assault

The incidence of acquaintance rape and subsequent
under-reporting is especially prevalent on college cam-
puses.

Demographically, college women are most vulnerable
1o acquaintance rape. In three-guarters of assaults by
acguaintances. victims are 13-24 yvears sfapge. Women
of college age tend to be more atrisk emotionally. since
they arc away from home for the first time and their
social circles expand rapidly. College men also face
insecurity during this transition. and may seek seif-con-

fidence through forced sexual activity.

Alcohol and drugs olten contribute to the oceurrence
of campus sexual assault. Where alcobol is the only
beverage served at parties; peer pressure to drink can
promote its mood altering cflects. B ~sides reducing a
man's inhibitions, these substances weaken a woman's

ability to assess a potentially dangerous situation, Cases

‘where alcohol or drugs arc involved make prosceution

even more difficult, as these substances not only di-
minish a woman's memory or perceptios of the attack.
but make others see her as a "willing" participant. The
fraternity system on campuscs, often a source of
alcohol, has also been identified as a contributor to
sexual assault. especially in the instance of gang rape.

Rape is the most under-reported crime on college cam-
puses. One study showed that only 10% of victims re-
ported the incident. Few schools have advocates to help
victims prosecute, and many students may he unaware
of their legal vights.

Domestic violence

Often there is a cycle of escalating violence in which
attacks increase in frequency and intensity. Violent hus-
bands and partners have learned taat increasing the level
of violence increases their domination and control over
women. :

Federal programs to address violent crimes against
women have been extremely limited, both in scope and
funding. As with mostcrimes, rape and domestic
violence fall primarily under the purvicw of states and
localities.

1999 Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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Inside the FTZ

T here are five Free Trade Zones in Sri Lanka. They

aro at Katunayake, Bivagama, Koggala, Mihintale
and Kandy.

Foreign and local investors are encouraged to set
up business through a range of incentives. In Sri
Lanka, these incentives include a 100% tax-holi-
day for a period of 5-15 years from the first year
of commercial production, free remittance of capi-
tal and earnings at the end of the venture and earn-
ings of foreign personnel to be remitted abroad
free of exchange control. (A Review of Free Trade
Zones in Sri Lanka, July 1997).

By the end of 1996, the FTZs recorded a 4.4%
share of the total employment of the country -
about 90% of workers in the FTZs are women.
" Products produced in the FTZs include garments
and other clothing accessories such as shoes,
jewellery, printing and paper products, electronic
and electrical goods. :

Kelly Dent Transnationals Information Exchange
(TIE) - Asia, co-ordinator, describes the ways in
which women in the FTZs experience harassment
- both at and away from work. '

Every day, including Sundays and public holidays, from
4pm until late in'the evening, throngs of young women
walk along the airport road around the perimeter of the

Katunayake Free Trade Zone. Many more walk the dirt .

lanes and roads near Katunayake. Others can be seen
squashed into buses. Katunayake is Sri Lanka's oldest
FTZ. 1t is heavily guarded and surrounded by a high
barbed wired fence. The situation in the Biyégama FTZ
is the same.

These women are workers spilling from the nearby fac-
tories of the Zone on their way home from work to
their cram ped, substandard boarding houses. Their jour-
ney home is often hazardous. On the buses and on the
streets they experience sexual harassment, including

verbal abuse, touching or groping and sexual advances.

Petty theft occurs on the buses and women are at risk
of being robbed when they walk home. Organised gangs
of men, aware that women who work in the FTZ are
vulnerable target them, raping or robbing them.

Incidents have been reported of women being raped on
emply buses in the Biyagama FTZ but such crimes are
under-reported to the police.

Other men may befriend women and form relationships
to benefit financially and have their meals cooked. These
men often have several relationships simultancously and
they usually only last a short time. If sexual relations
arc involved, the women arc exposed to the risk of con-
tracting HIV and other sexual diseases or pregnancies
resulting in illegal and unhygienic abortions hazardous
to health.

Many young women come from rural villages to work
in the FTZs and are often naive about the world out-
side their villages, making them vulnerable when they

arrive. Somc come by choice, others because of eco-

nomic necessity but whatever their reason, most con-
tribute money to their family's finances.

While women should be free to have relationships with
men, they should do so from a position of strength and

 awareness about the risks - and about how society per-

ceives their actions. Women Workers in the Free Trade
Zone of Sri Lanka A Survey (April 1993) concluded
there is hostility toward women who work outside the
home, and this hostility has an added dimecnsion for
women FTZ workers. According to this research,
women are idealized in the domestic sphere, as mother
and as wife, and any deviation from those roles is viewed
with hostility.

"Cultural and religious values not only support this but
are heavily relied upon and utilized to perpetuate this
image. These idealized roles are used to depreciate a
woman who is not totally performing these roles by
becoming a working woman, and when the working
woman is also single and away from home, then she

does not even play partial the role of mother, wife or

daughter." In this environment, the obstacles to con-
fronting sexual harassment become even greater for the
Free Trade Zone worker.

.The Katunayake FTZ is close to the airforce base, and

there are many instances of harassment by airforce men.
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The time is ripe

Nicola Romany Gunasekera

"She's a bit like the harmuaid af the local. Not exacitly
pretiv. Noi attractive either. But she's got that odd
something' The something that would make vou want
(o dake her offto the woods, and sort of, see what she's
fike. If vou know what I mean.”

Description of a motoreycle in Hondaway Magazine

"Inspite of the fact that maost candidates were girls,
the Maths and Science results were excellent.”
Report of J. Almond of an Academic Board in a Brit-
ish Collepe

"They first thowght the driver was a woman because
ithe vehicle was being reversed with difficutiv and the
lights had not heen switched on.”

Crime Report in Neweastle Lvening Chronicle

"M Suthee said. that corruption in Thailand has three
root causes: fepal loopholes, power abuse ond had
“Ifllli_’.\'. 1t

New Sunday Times, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Would these extracts explain patriarchy or male
dominance in society that leads to gender-based vio-

lence?

"Sir Matthew Hale, a judge delivering a judgement in
1736 said, a husband cannot be guilty of rape commit-
ted by him on his law ful wife. for by the mutual matri-
monial consentand contract. the wife has given up her-
sell in this kind unto the husband which she eannot

vélract.”

The husband. a lorry driver, was charged with attempted.

rape at the time, and the appceal against conviction was
also dismissed.

After a couple of decades had passed he House of

Lords came up with a new verdiet with.a [resh ap-

proach which held that, "Since the verdict was enunci-

ated and ... today (in the 90s modern set up) any rea-
sonable person must regard that concepiion as quite

unacceptable.”

And from there onwards the structur> of many legal
systems in many parts ol the world has been

re-thoughtand amended.

On March 3. 1993 the Sri Lankan Government

approved the women's charter based on the Conven-
tion on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW) - (Ratified in Sri L.anka)as
a step towards recognizing gender-based discrimina-

tion and violence. The arcas covered by the Charter

are:

G The right to prmo.ctiun from social
discrimination

» The right to protection from gender-based
violence

. Political and civil rights

o Rights within ﬂ]c tamily

- Right to education and (raining

- Right to cconomic activity and benelits

. Right to health care and nutrition

Then how does anc begin to explain the rape and stran-
gulation ol a schoolgirl in August last year, the rape
and murder of Rita John (given wide media coverage).
the Lenin Ratnayake case (discharged on the grounds
of lack of cvidence). These are the reported cases of
gender-based victimization and the violation of their
basic human right. the right to live. This kind of gen-
der-based violence perpetrated against women has now

grown beyond the boundarics of harassment and abuse.

Thus. only a small proportion ol incidents are actually
brought to the attention of the pofis. civil socicty, law
enforcement personnel, policy makers. implementers

and even women's organizations.
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None of us will ever contest the fact that these are the
contributions that paid-off in the 19th Century in India
and the Asian region. The cffect the slamming of the
front door Nora made has echoed not only down the
ages in Europe but throughout the world.

The cffect this consciousness brought has become wide-
spread but needs further representation through national
campaigns and a global orientation. And proposing,
working and sometimes fighting for alterns and subal-
terns to the crisis of representation. The crisis of feprc~
sentation is considered three-fold - gender, class and
race, which stigmatize all m inority groups on the basis
of their sexual preference. social standing and cultural
heritage. Today, all ethnic minority groups like reli-
gious, charismatic movements experience a code for
survival - fear for their lives.

We could draw many cxamples from the recent past to
support this perspective. This year's Nail Bomb attacks
in London's suburban town of Soho where destruction
was the ultimatum for an extremists group against the
gay community was bornc out of discrimination. But
the questions are for what purpose, what did they gain
and what did they try to attain by destruction?

These are perhaps some of the very questions that we
all ask oursclves when high school children goona
killing rampage heavily armed, with self-produced ex-
plosives. Could it be that they have no alternatives to
express.their attitudes, feelings, etc on such issues.
Whatever the explanation might be it has to go beyond
the current explanation that telovision and video games
are impacting society's psyche to perform these bloody
violentand criminal acts.

Can one assume a broader perspective for a bricf mo-
ment?

Then could we continue to say that like in the cases of
violence against women that "thc victim remains the
accused?"

Can one justify this mindsect with regard to the violence
many women underwent in the recently held PC clec-
tions? The polls linked violence in the Wayamba Provine
is a dircet attack 1arge1ing women entering the main-
stream political process. Propelling of this process con-
tinucd in the Central Province when an lndepéndent

@ 18 Voice of Women e April, 1999

group borne of grassroots women's NGOs networking
nearly 100 villages in the district contested the polls.
This group was faced with the same challenges which
they keenly took up. But they were no sooner faced
with a bigper tragedy than the women in Wayamba did.

But we need to commend their courageous stand and
learn from their steadfast inspiration into the leader-
ship forum. They have resisted the resistance to women's
political activity and slowly but surely continue to pen-
etrate the bastions of male power.

As Geraldine Ferraro, 1984 Vice-President candidate
in the United States observed at the 1992 Women's Day
event, "what we nced are not just a fow women who
make history, but many women who make policy™.

The Independent Group therefore will carry on their
trail blazing, advancing not only the position of women
but civilization as a whole. The "lament" the male su-
premacy upholds (which these women experienced) was
that "women cannot understand politics" or that "wom en
and politics don't mix".

I wonder what the self- fulfilling motive really is.
My contention is that men nced to be liberated for in a
day and age when liberated women seek progressive
paths towards empowerment, men feel inadequate and
threatened. Even the changing socio-cultural norms in
Sri Lanka will explain this. Yes, society is slowly but
surely shedding its cultural norms.

However, humanity can and should rise up against this
post-modern crisis of representation for the sole pur-
posc of ensuring the dignity of the individual. This meant
creating a platform for action consisting of hoth men
and women to ensure their dignity.

Edward Said's insightful reading in the social struc-
tural process of Oricntalism explains the erisis ofrep-
resentation in terms of race. The politicai, cultural he-
gemony thus created by certain interest groups has built
walls between the Orientals and the rest of the world.

Thus our focus should be on the wider processes that
formulate the "total structurc”. The violence perpetrated
on women and children could be thercfore understood
in this light.

The time is Ripe for the whole human race to come
together to form unity and solidarity in the simplc con-
viction that everyone's lives are at stake.
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Rape is
his weapon
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These incidents of rape, the lack of protection
for women and the rumors that spread, created
great fear among the women of Jaffna. The threat
to womanhood was very real in the months of
October and November. Most women expericnced
seXual anxiety and felt cxposed and vulnecrable.
Many fled to arcas they felt were safe, a large exo-
dus reaching Colombo in December, when trans-
port becamc available. Those left behind started
acting with circumspection by following the well-
meant advice of sympathetic, Tamil-speaking
jawans of 'wearing saris, putling poddus and stay-
ing indoors'.

At the beginning, there was lack of action by the
commanders, probably because they had to main-
tain troop morale in a difficult situation during the
first two months and rape itself tecame part of
army action. Later, disciplinary action was taken
with identification parades and punishment, usu-
ally in the form of public thrashing and transfer to
another unit, After December, the jawans were
more discreet and circumspect. By 1988, the higher
authorities showed much sensitivity to the issue of
rape, probably due to the wide publicity outside
Jaffna. They even brought in female police and
paramilitary to allay the fears of local women.

The public outcry and wide publicity of this as-
pect of the Indians' occupation that gained
momentum from December reflected “the deep-
rooted feeling of insecurity and the cultilrgbl‘_:sig-
nificance of this threat to our women. A young
lady who fled to Colombo, confessed that when,
on her return to Jaffna in January® she saw
the Indian army all over the place, a fear clutched
at her heart and her immediate instinct was to get
back to Colombo by the same bus,

But she soon sensed, as only a woman can, that

the men were now different, better behaved and

disciplined,

From Scarred Minds The Psychogical Impact of War on Sri
Lankan Tamils by Professor Daya Somasundaram (courtesy Sage
Publications India and Vijita Yapa Bookshop)
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Letters and Statements

From the Forum

The following statement was issued by the Sri Lanka
Women's NGO Forum in the wake of election related
violence in Wayamba Province this year. We also print
a letter, in part, which appeared in the Island
in response to the statement and our response to that
letter,

"The Sri Lanka Women's NGO Forum which strongly
supports the participation of women in decision-mak-
ing and political processes notes with deep concern and
dismay the rising levels of violence linked to the
Wayamba Provincial Council elections to be held on
25 January, 1999. We arc appallcd at the type of vio-
lence which has been directed at women involved in
campaigning for the contesting political parties, in par-
ticular the incident involving a woman canvasser who
was brutally attacked. Such incidents g0 against the
very grains of justice and the foundations of a civil
society. Incidents such as thesc are scrious obstacles to
the participation of women in politics and should be
condemned outright.

We find that targeting women entering the field of poli-
tics is a violation of the principles enshrined in the con-
stitution of the Government of Sri Lanka, the Conven-
tion on the Elimination of Diserimination Against
Women (CEDAW )to which Sri Lanka is signatory and
the Women's Charter of Sri Lanka. Verbal and physi-
cal intim idation of women is totally unacceptable and
deplorable and is an indictment on Sri Lankan society
in general.

We strongly call upon all those responsible for uphold-
ing and safeguarding democracy and democratic prin-
ciples including ALL contesting political parties and
candidates to take immediate steps to stop incidents of
violence which are seriously threatening holding of frece
and fair elections in the country, We call upon all con-
testing parties and candidates and supporters to ensure
that no incidents of violence against women will be
committed during and after elections.”

22 January 1999

Excerpt from the letter printed in the Island
under the heading Women why this outrage?

@ 22 Voice of Women e April, 1999

"The statement by the Sri Lanka Women's NGO Fo-
rum relating to polls-linked violence is embodics a dis-
turbing and increasingly evident trend that secks to
emphasise the violation of women while suhtly acqui-
escing in the violation of men. It is clearly evident from
all available reports that poli-related violence has pre-
dominantly been directed against men. Yet it is the vio-
lation of women that has been presented in this state-
ment as cause for outrage and desribed as 'going against
the very grains of justice and the foundations of a civil
society' implying that such violations of men are part
and parcel ot civilisation.

Poll-related violence has been portrayed as being a se-
rious obstacle to the participation of women in politics
and the fact that it is in every way as serious an ob-
stacle to the participation of men in politics has been
ignored. If, as claimed in this statement. the principles
enshrined in theconstitution of Sri Lanka prevent the
violation of women but not the violation of men. then
this is indeed cause for scrious concern. .f, as the state-
ment goes on to say, 'the verbal and physical intimida-
tion of women is totally unacceptable and deplorable
and is an indictment on Sri Lankan scoiety in general’
then such actions directed at men must he stated to be
equally so unless it is to be assumed that they are not,
or that women are for some unstated 1cason more en-
titled to men to a violence-free society.

*®

Itis time wo acknowledge that the rising tide of vio-
lence within our context is primarily directed at men
and it is men who are repeatedly condemned
by the political system, jointly perpetuated by both men
and women, to take up arms and and kill and be killed
- 2 gruesome preoccupation that may possibly be
brought to a swift and sharp end if entrusted to women.
The widespread scxual abuse of men within the penal
system and other sexually segregative institutions in-
cluding schools and school hostels is carefully ignored.
Homosexual harassment in the workplace and within
the public transport system is brushed off as fantasy
orhallucination. The harassment of men within the
family is denied and a recent advertisement which high-
lighted the depressingly opprcs'sed situation of men
within the family was shouted down by women's groups.

I do not seck to deny that the currently abtaining con-
text subjects females to forms of violence and exploita-
tion peculiar to their sex but .... these gender specific
forms of violence are limited. The gencralisation of
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Sati

This then is the picture - a touch of cerulean
Along the upper margin indicates the pond

In which they plunged her, dressed in rich attire
And golden ornaments. Her palanguin

Stands empty. upper left, draped in white flowers,
Brahmins and relatives, an cager crowd of friends
Form a bright circle - ochre, scarlet, green
Stroked deftly. They lift their hands

Admiringly towards her - yet some are seen

To carry torches, some clay pots of ghee,

And ranged in double line about the ficld
Black-bearded Brahmins brandish sword and shield

And now the purohita Brahmin bearing holy fire
Raises his hand in signal - the pyre

Is lit {dead centre), contents of the pots

Are emptied on dry wood, and saffron flapmes

Flare upward. A rosy glow

Spreads out across the burning fieid

Enveloping the corpse - an aged man -

(In neutral pigments). His lair-skinned wife

With flowing raven hair and slanting Moghul eyes
Still in the very prime of life

Is dragged towards the pyre, is lifted high,

Then cast upon his body. Iler fierce CLy

Is drowned in acclamations - they smother her screams -
(The fire blazes fiercely now in tints of blue and red)
Her smooth skin puckers, flames fMow from her head,
And when she struggles wildly to be free

The Brahmins raise their swords. confining her

To burn. And burn. And burn. Until she is quite dead,

The caption to the picture elucidates

That while the widow preserved caln, and a serene
Demeanor as the long procession wound

Its way unto the burning ground

When she beheld that dreadful scene

Was made Lo leave her palanquin,

Her looks were fixed upon the pile

In terror. All that while

They tore jewels from her ears and neck,

And pulling, dragging, prodding from the back
They made her walk three times around the pyre
Before committing her unto fire,

Much later,

The ashes were sifted, and remnants of bone
Placed in the slim copper urns - some to be thrown
Into the waters of Ganges, - sacred river,

Purifier, and giver ;

Of life, - and some to be ground

Into powder mixed with new rice boiled in ghee
And ealen by twelve Brahmins

Ceremoniously

Annc Ranasinghe

24 Vaice of Women _ April, 1999 :
. e Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




Stuck to Mammon - |

F ol tho cutsibe sealis word

woztes Fairly rare imfhe subuiian
e licaticn of bricks from leer 1o
pale aig wilk Eadvarisus inlike’y
atid et sontbingrions hen
tlex Floar wiy black amd while
cecalling the penerous Flack and
nl he breakfast
torrdee from he pasiao loved.
Loonsckiovalbly the v e Foom g
faviuriie shair iz ol rals pals lull
weith the splendid aoril eee al Ll
o e the emernhd sweep ol 1l
dovecneerl slopeand the 2vecoticed

furthar, e the nsly Teaved

wliite marhile

gum trees L e valles ot ke
Farromatin Biver aod then 1o the
e hills car gwasy, Faze 4 - bt |
Sawee-ba-paanllthe Dirniore wen -
cs wprwead slepes ol Cmsniin HET
anebthie v inedimbin becl durohs L
pavdddy ficlds oo the aodd ippodstupa
i P far hill, onoane side ol

| wiorgisired, O the ol eside ol

Lunirgiagea | dare taorocall lealy.
cshy. wimiding leraccs: poiliz down,
down i the migriliccot watcrs of
Deddusen Eake snd the wild islond;
and Tie s rothey moer celatiog our
RS I 1 - Rty e i St PLRR R clivee i 1
e imness s TO-foot bl bl pul)
gt ik bevond the tops of subar

g oy the B luc Mowacaineg, Dot the
stillpess, peisce &nd endloss Bisd-

sona, prmelisted, TiE o by the
wheash of pissing v s the paacs
vitas has Bozome the place ol con-
femrnsEnt, Barehy ZMem ns e e
Iliess frant the eenoee of the hnsies,
[ieme sty g icat poorapelis in Aods

truliy.

I heze the dull flol, ot nnfees

g
fconeeongs nl the guetionesr.-and

par 1 darsgny prodess ol

with eich scemind the hoam geots
hizaster. e stemach fluttars with
apprehien iy gud necedrand hamds
Ledidonin. 1 it on
my stone slah fenie maivepnly
Fill, mw fiss o theomindey smwd
oA the baek L, sach pokar Gized,
plaming Uiy corncdy of 2reacs, Dhacs
AMpune il ez ks arhar b5 o
fewa fhig place Lo L Tov e in? T eaize

wat ey woath

m keinlmviventanily fream she pa-
per | e becsoan Trantizally wiis-
Inpoan, A uresied mpenn, s nlic Iy
clegann finely déhnmarisbw i fah

ces i dang plnk. seean, srey hlick
brizht reby eys amd
ity crest Heenehealy, binck ex

clamalina miark -2 paiv ol them
nowdnwaeer ghdped. are on the

el wline,

balcoay srcunlidenl leolking spme
unatraid, pink reel ghsienng i the
veon-day sun. Dam 2lal | g aol

bliied. Just thea oo Vlosk ol ewsictn

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

roselag v paaty Ehaarvrem peln
| see them =subdoed; racher peniczl
crics i o0 guivh srescdndo and

decvzscondad amoaelad Do natdear,

Cibefaushe Fan ol @inied w0 the
pragmuisercand havdhegd sdness of
The rearzel phce. How o di0p the
prantic oeatine ol e Gearm and the
bergin-sharan v iid. aod Tetthis
pfaze geonnder e hacarer for X
sutnher nldallars? "Whar ara s

b properigs i thisancy maime e
satow | thirew 2 170 amil serbaim
Tacre s el olhe e peasd it livthis
zrzalikethisone” aod sialk carin g
Rind ey Doansze she deyaend i
om VU Tirce wa a2 snt Bravil,
wealks back sl fortho iepling tmeom 2
O SO GO PRI MG G pries, | A
i ationzs ansun A Tied "W iy
fleme et om0 hloody
byt O they sadfoe tnale iy

(LR

thie O herak e fiess o Oonechiz
ek cover s apoatars ol 0 sillous
L f;g;]inﬂ rody-parie parh hi'lil'l_ﬂ__
sy g gl stene kb el e
LR S CRPPPUE VS e B Sl - [ e 8 L Lo
e has swen felied |:-'_-.' s strckes
and s b b aneameania: he
aulymeeledga it lue sty T it
e, i e afmer mavbe the
third of [ig pw icg-woarly visity, Lv-
ciyonc s kind sadaeiptin = Mhans
ihaad loahe new place wouwill e
Wi lixs (PR VT Y g.' o]
ks o =scd aboosdy e the
wazll e prcep roms &ind dic . T have to
2w behind Labitw and Torriine
and Tess and
cervilicn Mid kelly, thenvneads the

lanr and Jwaen.
courtelliathe armarcd liboe Cliseer-
i Rosh il e b Fads b
e mowsh® bl dacha D yvncan's
s e e, conumenrcd g vere sue-
s lulwolliogan s e fricod. Am
Vag stuck wmarmon ns e sl
ain a_;_;.nin Glese v feeirss 1 bz da
do semeraina, ¥l e panoand
for thees and s e ciabes U Hise-
ror s aresed e ibee lgart and azad
neeimmersed o ach Peslode nane-
her 22 onch Marin mor, hosk o

» 25 Yoaier ol YU asec N & el 1995



Stuck to Mammon I

Day 1-The die is cast. We are selling
our home, 60 Terry Road, after liv-
ing in it happy and contented - very
happy and contented - for 21+ years.
1 go around to all my ncighbours and
tell them - Terry, Walter and Willi,
Pam and Jerry and the old couple John
and Leslie Eades. I tell them we are
hoping to get $500,000. They all
express polite sorrow and suggestal-
ternatives so that we do not have to
leave. We even ask John Eades if he
and Leslie would consider joining
with us in selling the bottom halves
of our adjoining properties to a de-
veloper. [ doubt he understood. He is
very old and feeble.

Three weeks later - The house has
been put on the market for
auction. More than 55 people have

come to the three 'open house'
Saturdays. one person to all three.

He is Carl.

Friday, the day before the auction

Christopher and | are talking with the
agent, David, and his sales assistant
Clark at the dining table in the sun
room. The main item for discussion
is fixing the reserve price, which is
the lowest price the auctioneer can
acceptbofore the hammer goes down.
1 go for the $500,000 which I am told
for the nth time is unrealiastic.] reit-
erate for the nth time that that is what
I want - otherwise no sale - sim ple.
Then the door bell rings. I get up to
answer it and there all dressed up is,
collar and tie, creased dacron trou-
sers, shoes and socks, is John Eades.
lusually see him in rather shabby long
shorts, faded checked shirt and worn
sandals. He comes in and says "['ve
come to wish you all the best for the
auction tomorrow". We say "Thank
you John, that's very kind." He walks
to where David and Clark are seated.
Hesays "Well, you musthave a high
reserve” and "If 1 had the money |
would buy this place for my grand-
son." We smile indulgently.
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$429,000 and the property is not sold.
Atdpm Christopher and I sign some-
thing. We don'tread it. We don't know
who has bought our house. We do
know that it has been bought for
$437,500, almost $600,000 short of
my reserve. We shake hands with a
bearded, beady-eyed middle-aged
man, his totally unmemorable wife,
and a girl called Bronwyn, who is very
young and ‘'swarthy-looking'
(Christopher's description). She
scowls at me - [ scowl back and say
"I didn't really want to ever sell this

place, and was hoping to be taken -

outof itin a box."Dinner that night
was with Charmaine, Rcuben and
Merrill (Dilmah Tea) Fernando.

Monday - Christopher calls our
agent, David, to ask who bought the
property. "An architect called Graham
Edds, whose wife is a professor of
building at the University of Western
Sydney. They are buying it for their
son who is in the States" a bit of a
shock because Carl is not in the pic-
ture, nor the party called Gilbert who
had made contact with our lawyer and
taken a contract. | get curious and
remember John Eades telling me a
long time ago that the fam ily name
was Edds in the Doomsday Book, and
that later it changed to Eades. I rush
over - they are athome - and ask ifan
architect called Graham Edds is any
relation. A smiling and happy Leslie
Eades answers "Yes, he is our son -
and we didn't know a thing about his
buying your home until a couple of
hours ago." 1 burst into tears, The
daughter who is visiting, brings mc a
tissue which 1 accept, and offers to
make a cup of tea which | refuse. The
daughter, Margaret, is an interosting
looking, sixtyish woman who has just
got off the phone to her nephew in the
US, the boy Michael for whom the
house has been bought. Margaret is
very vocal and rants on and on about
how she wishes we would never lcave
the house, how she doesn't like her
brother Graham. "W e don't commu-
nicate" she says and also som ething
like "he is a hard, tight man." She
comes over and sees our house be-
cause accarding to her, if her brother
has bought it she never will. After she
has gonc 1 look over the three sheets
listing the people who saw the house
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on the three open days. On the first
day there is an Eades with no com-
ments by the agent. On the second
day’s shect there is an entry 'ne ighbour'
and I recall David m entioning
'daughter-in-law'. T he third day has
an entry Gilbert wiith 'very intor-
ested' against it. When I
call David to tell kim this startling
news, he is dumb-struck but he says
that the swarthy, scowling Bronwyn
is a Gilbert, and affianced to Michael,
More of this jigsaw falls into place
when [ remember John Eades tell-
ing me some time ago that his grand-
son has a Sri Lankan girlfriend and
this morning Leslic telling me that Mr
Gilbert is Sri Lankan and Mrs Gilbert
is English. Battling the mix-up in my
head and the emotional turmoil of the
past two days, | think how happy for
the grandparents to have a grandson liv-
ing next door, and quietly endorse
Christopher’s hope that this house bring
the family together again. In the five
years John and Leslic Eades have lived

other son who [ooked very ill and sad.
Margaret told me this morning that he
isin Africaand dying of "some terrible
African disease."

Epilogue

Another memory is retrived - long
forgotten and only surfacing after the
relevant key in the brain has becn
pressed. Artdealer, ohn Bergerhaus,
lived next door before the Eades, A
burly, bearded, solitary figure, walk-
ing his golden retriever Honey, twice
aday, he once told me that one sale a
month was all he needed for his busi-
ness. Notmany people ever came to
his place, but lie did have a full-page
advertisement in the Sydney Morning
Herald proudly proclaiming "House
of Berger" etc cte. One day he told
methata developer he knew in Epping
was interested in buying our two prop-
erties for $500,000 each ie $1 mil-
lion! Would we be interested in sell-
ing our property for $500,0009 he
asked. This was seven or eight vears
ago. Mrreply was instant "John this
is our home and [ suppose we will
live in it until we die."

Carmel Raffel
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The FTZs - Many cases of sexual harassment have been
documented in the Free Trade Zones. In the report 'A
Review of Free Trade Zones in Sti Lanka' (July 1967),
by the Dabindu Collective, the authors statc that women
workers face sexual harassment at their lodgings and
on the way to and from work. Night work creates an
even more dan g.C-l”UllS risk, especially for women work-
ers travelling home late at night. The report documents
incidents where women workers were raped on the way
home from work. An carlier study by Voice of Women
{published 1983) into the FTZs found that: ‘Though
none of the workers interviewed cxplicitly stated so,
sexual favours and exploitation appear to influence the
opportunity and speed’ of promotion.

-Middle East/foreign employment - many women scek-
ing domestic work in the Middle East are sexually ha-
rassed by their employers. There is no shortage of in-
cidents documenited in the newspapers, but the number
of women sexually harasssed or who experience other
forms of violence such as beatings while working over-
seas is probably under-reported due to their fear and

vulnerability

' I'ea plantation workers - There is historieal evidence
that sexual harassment and abuse were features of life
on the tea plantations for women workers. According
to research published in 1981: 'The factor of forced
sexual services to superiors was an ever-present
phenonmenon, It can be said to have cased somewhat
at present as 1t cannot be practiced as blatantly as be-
fore. But even today it occurs though concrete evidence
is hard to bring out. Women arc also not enouraged to
complain due to the attitudes of managers or officials
concerned, who morc often than not place the blame on
the woman for her sexuality”

In addition to these aspects of work which are major
sources of employment for women, sexual harassment
is likely to be a common occurrence in offices - both
governmentand private.

Diverse as they are, these forms of cmployment have
onc thing in common -they Icave women feeling divided
and often that they are alone when problems such as
sexual harassment occur, :

928 Voice of Women e April , 1999

"In the vast unorganised sector, where women are
mosi vulnerable, consenting lo sexual exploita-
tion is often made a conditionality - no this is not
sensationalism, it's jusi that this factor of @ work-
ing woman's life is goes underground because of
economic imperafives,”

Femina (November 1998)

Sexual harassment - a heaith hazard

Apart from causing the person who is bcing harassed
misery and fear, sexual harassmentin the workplace is
a health hazard. The range of physical conditions fre-
quently reported (Crull 1982: Gutek 1985: Lindsey
1977. Loy and Stewart 1984; Safran 1976; Salisbury
et al. 1986) by women subject to sexual harassment
include:

* gastro-intestinal disturbances
- jaw tightness

* teeth grinding

*NErvousness

- binge-eating

- headaches

- inability to sleep

“tiredness

s llausca

- loss of appetite

-weight loss and crying spells

As well as damaging women's physical health it can
also lcad to depression and emotional problems. Vie-
tims have reported experiencing anger, fear, depression,
anxiety, irritability, loss of self estcem, feelings of hu-
miliation and alienation and a scnse of helnlessness and
vulnerability (Gutck 1985; Safran 1976, Silverman
1976-77, Tong 1984; Working Women's Institute 1979)

Sexual harassment affects a woman's ability to carn
her income to her full capacity. Constantly faced with
the stress of sexual harassment, it is impossible for her
to perform her job effectively or with as much enthusi-
asm - particularly if the problem is being ignored by
those around her.
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That unheard cry

O fall forms of violence against women, domestic vio-
lence js among the most sensitive because it occurs in
the confines of an intimate relationship and oftcn in the
realms of the home.

It occurs at the heart of patriarchal society, the family,
and for this reason it is a crime that society - from the
ncighbors to the government - will often ignore. From
her book. Seream Quietly or the Neighbours Will Hear
Erin Pizzey has summed up the situation: "Nobody
usually wants to know about brutality within the fam-
ily. To strangers, a man's home is his castle and that
castle is not to be scaled by outsiders."

According to Women In Need's (W IN) exceutive direc-
tor Savithri W'ijesekcra there is still much work to be
done in changing attitudes on the subject in Sri Lanka.
"We have to create awareness. It happens, it'is there.
There is abuse of one kind or another happening every
day." she said. "You only have to read the papers to see

how much violence is happening.”

Women In Need provides a free counselling and legal
advice for victims of violence. Sinece joining the
organisation as a legal officer in 1991, Ms Wijcsekera
has seen an increase in domestic violence.

"We have had a steady increase in client numbers every
year at WIN. [t is hard to say whether the violence is
increasing or whether awareness is increasing. | think
domestic violence has always been prevalent in the coun-
try. but the problems we sec now are more complex. It
used to be that a woman was battered by her husband,
but now in addition to that there may be issues of rape,
bigamy. scxual assault, extra marital affairs, it can be
very complicated.” : :

Rccentrescarch has uncovered the possibility of a link

between domestic violence and progress towards
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equality for women (for cxample the closing of the lit-
eracy gap betwcen moen and women). Evidence
suggests the risk of violence rises when male pariners
feel that their traditional position of superiority and
control is being threatened (Roxanna Carillo, Battered
dreams: violence against women as an obstacle to
development. United Nations Development Fund for
Women (UNIFEM), New York, 1992; and Lori Heise,
lacqucline Pitanguy and Adrienne Germain, Violence
Against Women: the hidden healih burden, discussion
paper, World Bank Population, Health, and Nutrition
Department, Washington DC, 1994.)

This is also discussed in a report on domestic violence
in Japan from dsiaweek (9 April 1999). According to
that report: "As womecen become more educated. Japa-
nese men feel threatened and emasculated. This deep-
seated insecurity runs through all strata of society."
Sri Lankan society, which is undergoing dramatic
social change, including changes to the role of women,
also may be experiencing this trend but more research

is needed.

While many feminist organisations have been working
hard to raise awareness of the issuc in an attempt to
change attitudes, it is still a topic that many consider
taboo, something that should be kept private and not
discussed in public.
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‘violence in three
months

The total number of acts of violence against women
reported in the print media from October to December
1998 was 337 according to Women's Rights Watch
which is dedicated to monitoring the print media for
reports of violence against women .

For the last quarter of 1998, the greatest number of
offences were committed against children, with 76 girls
being raped. The report produced by the organisation
states: "The high number of rape of minors is indeed a
very frightening indication of the tragic state of affairs
regarding sexual violence against women in Sri Lanka.
Of the 76 reported incidents, 17 were girls under the
age of 10. Fourteen were raped by male family mem-
bers, mostly fathers. There were several cases of cus-
todial rape: three by teachers, one by the manager ofa
home for orphaned girls. In addition there were three
different reports of rape by Buddhist monks.

In the two cases in which sentences had been handed
down, men suspected of the rape of minors were given
sentences of 10 years rigorous imprisonment and fines
were imposed on them as well, as compensation for the
girls."Ofthe 48 cases of rape of adult women reported,

7 were of girls between ages 16 and 18, and 17 of the
rape victims were between ages 18 and 25. Six of the
women were between ages 55 and 74.

Methodology: A Note

The information collected in this report is based on the
monitoring of the newspaper media in the three months
- October to December 1998. The newspapers exam-
ined are in Sinhala, Tamil and English languages and
cover, therefore, a broad range of press reporting on
women's rights issues in the country.
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The issues covered are: violence against women; po-
litical and conflict related violence and violations as
they affect women; women and work; women m igrant
workers and reproductive health issues.

An extensive database, covering the above subjects, of
all incidents involving women and girls reported in the
press was first collected. Thereafter, for purposes of
concise presentation, the data was edited. The data in
relation to violence against women is tabulated by inci-
dent ie assault, murder, rape (adults), rape (minors)
and so on.

It must be noted however that the information providcd
is limited to reports in the press and is also limited to
where a correspondent is based and reporting from. The
information is not a comprehensive coliection of all
incidents of violence against women occurring in the
month.

(Courtesy Women's Rights Watch Fourth Quarter
1998)

Violent acts against women

Assault-domestic 14
Assault-other 39
Murder-attempted 07
Murder- domestic 42
Murder- other 48
Rape-adult 49
Rape- attempted 26
Rape- children .76
Rape- murder 04
Rape- armed forces 10
Sexual harassment 18
Sexual molestation 04
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Jig-saw Puzzle

Bieasts brulsed, brains bittered
Skin scarred. soul shattered
Can't scream - netghbours stare,

Cry for help, ao-ene's (here.

Lo the intervening silences,
ligpather updhe jepped fragments.
Ty 1w rearrange them inle some semblance ol

Trhe jig-saw phzzle onte called 'me.

Try thigone here, thalone trere:
Nonmeihine's missing, canit fell wherne.
There's stitl g hole; can'l find the plecs:

Must cover it up with any silk saree

Iy thie hollow caps, T ey to make
Sense of senseleds pleces that
Won't fHnte any patieri:

Notgven the new dne thes insist s 'me’.

M st ot fight, must be mitte,
T"hat's your strenpgth: turn your cheek.
ALl my faull. penple say.

Wehiat have Tdone wroneg today?

In thewvacant veids. 1 finally see
'Ll be lost Fotever, cliasing isolated
Pidees ol Fantasy, wseless 1 o oul te

Find aew pieces of anotherme’

Isee vaulivedgor some fragaients too.
EEae el them tenetier. can we stdn angw?
There are lots of pieces everywhere

B alie picturewe!ll miake isone we'll shar

&

Ning Mehru from '"Awake - Asian women and the

struggle Tor justice!

Vajoe of Women B - mail Address, veicewomi@slinet.lk
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