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Ranganathan Srinivasan
Attorney-at-law (Sri Lanka) (Retired)
\SW. Australia. (Formerly of Colombo, Sri Lanka)
28 May 2022

Thangannaa:
Pleasant Memories of a Great Soul,
Friend and Selfless Leader

Although he was a close friend for many years | called him
“Anna” or more precisely * “Thanganna” conjoining his name Thangathurai
with “Anna” which aptly describes our relationship.

In this write-up [ go down cherished and pleasant “Thanganna
Memory Lane”

When penning this, I greatly miss another close friend, brother
and partner in legal practice, late S. Perinpanayagam, Attorney-at-law
(popularly called “Perri) as almost always I met Thanganna (Anna) with
Peri after Anna and I'returned to Sri Lanka at the end of our stint In cxile
in Chennai where we took refuge following the 1983 Black July holocaust.
In fact, after our return, we three were always seen together. Our other
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partner in the legal practice was A E Pararajasingham (Para), who too
was a close friend of Anna and often joined us over drinks and meals.

In Anna I found a balanced right-thinking mind, never overtaken
by emotions, anger or hatred. He once told me that his mentor and Guru
was late Mr. S. Kathiravetpillai, ITAK MP for Kopay in Jaffna.

Although a champion of Tamils’ rights, Anna never gave way to
racism or hatred of the majority race, only despising their racist policy
but not the persons. In fact he had close friends among the Sinhalese
and Muslims, politicians and others, some of whom were diametrically
opposed to his Federal Party (ITAK) and TULF policies. He maintained
good friendly relations with Muslim Leaders particularly of the Eastern
Province. He was keen to establish Tamil-Muslim unity and cordial
relationship. He stood steadfastly for the merger of Eastern and Northern
Provinces as a Tamil Homeland.

Public servants with whom he interacted as an MP to get things
done for his electorate and its people, too treated him as a close friend.
In this he had the advantage of being fully fluent in all three languages,
spoken and written,

Public servants, mainly Sinhalese, held him in high esteem as he
mingled with them as a friend and not as a demanding authoritative MP.
The higher officers fondly called him “Thangey”. They were taken up
when Anna used to recognize and go and talk to them even when they
were transferred to powerless positions (such as the pool) with changes
of Governments. They told him that he is the only MP who so recognizes
them even when they are “pushed to a corner.” In return they too helped
him get things done for his electorate, even when he was not a
parliamentarian.
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He was always a simple and unassuming person. Even when
he was an MP he was not hesitant to walk or travel by a hired three
wheeler (auto) without security, which he often did. He served all the
people in his electorate, Tamils, Sinhalese & Muslims and of all strata
and casts.

I also found in him a tactful and practical down to earth
personality. Although physically short in height, he stood tall as a simple,
righteous, honest, forthright political leader with deep foresight. Indeed,
deep within my heart, I regret that we do not have his most needed
leadership at this crucial time for the country in general and Tamils in
particular.

I found him to be a family man too in spite of his onerous duties
as a political leader. On many occasions, when we were in Chennali, he
used to discuss with me about the education and well-bein gofhis children.
He was much concerned about their education as we were living in
uncertain times and circumstances.

His Services to the Community in India

I interacted closely with Anna when we were living in exile in
Chennai after the Black July
pogrom:; we closely worked with
S.C.Chandrahasan (Chandra) in
the Refugee Organization
OfERR (Organization for Eelam
Refugee Rehabilitation) and the
Human Rights organization,
PROTEG (Organization for
Protection of Tamils Eelam from
Genocide & other Crimes) of
which Chandra was the founder
and leader.
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As many years have passed and my memory being somewhat
confused owing to old age (81) I could pen down only some sketchy
memories ctched in my mind regarding Anna’s services to the Tamil
community in India.

Anna and I drafted and printed a booklet titled, if my memory is
correct, “Tamil Attempts at Peaceful Co-existence and Sinhala Perfidy”.

This booklet outlined the various attempts made by Tamil Leaders
and particularly, pacts entered into by Thanthai Chelva (on behalf of
ITAK) and SWRD Bandaranaike and the Dudley-Chelva Pact and

promises & undertakings made, and how they were breached/torn off.
My recollection is that this booklet was distributed to the political leaders
in Tamil Nadu and the diplomatic missions in Chennai.

Each year Anna and I were selected by Chandra to get to New
Delhi to meet the Political Leaders, Ministers, MPs and others such as
Newspaper Editors and Columnists and canvass their support for the Sri
Lankan Tamils’ cause. We were able to get easy access to the Parliament
House when Anna introduces himself as a former MP of Sri Lanka; he
tactfully mumbles the word “former”, so the officials get the impression
that he was a current MP even at that time. This is an example of his
being a tactful and practical person.At that time, the Indian Congress
Party was in power and Rajiv Gandhi the Prime Minister. In New Delhi,
we met parliamentarians of all political parties and hues, of Tamil Nadu
and Northern India.

To the best of my recollection, the following are some of the
political leaders we met in New Delhi: Jaswant Sinha, Vajpayee, Pranab
Mukherji and the Leader of one the Communist Parties, possibly CPM,
who was from Kerala and whose name 1 am unable to recollect. There
68 )
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were many other important political personalities we met and their names
and details have faded from my memory.

During that period, Y. Gopalaswamy (Vaiko) was a DMK MP
in the Federal Parliament. We had some pleasant meetings with him. He
too, like Anna, was a person who genially mixed with all leaders in
Parliament irrespective of their political leanings. He was instrumental
in getting us appointments with some North Indian Leaders. He fixed
those appointments over the phone; and we noticed that he spoke to
them genially cracking jokes as though they were intimate buddies.

One incident is etched in my mind: we met Mr. Jaswant Sinha
MP at his residence in the early morning by appointment at his residence
and he talked with us over tea served in his garden. Parliament was in
session on that day and he was to proceed to Parliament after mecting
with us; he requested us to draft some questions regarding the cthnic
issue in Sri Lanka which he proposed to ask in Parliament to get clear
answers from the Government Ministers about Government’s approach
and policy on our issuc. Anna and I sat and drafted the questions. Anna
knew the format as he himself had been a Parliamentarian. Later we
learnt that Jaswant Sinha did ask those questions in Parliament.

We met Editors and Columnists (writing on our Tamils’ issue) of
leading Indian journals such as The Hindu, Times of India etc. They
were all sympathetic and listened to us patiently. Anna was able to clear
all their doubts and misunderstandings and give them a clear picturc
regarding the intricate Tamils’ Issue and our decades long struggle in Sri
Lanka.We made this trip to New Delhi twice, once every year and during
the winter sessions of parliamentAnna’s service to our community
rendered in India, particularly, in Chennai and more importantly, New
Delhi, is of historical importance. It should be indelibly recorded in the
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history of the Sri Lankan Tamils’ struggle for equality and recognition as
anation.

After Our Return to Sri Lanka

Perri and [ used to drop in and see Anna, alnrost daily, on our
way back home from our office in Hulstdorph, at the then TULF Office
in Thimbirigasyaya (where Anna and Leader Mr. Sivasithambaram were
also living) and later at the MPs quarters in Madiwela, close to the
parliament house. If we were unable to meet on any particular day, we
get in touch over the phone, without fail.

Anna used to discuss with us various topics and gets our
suggestions for his speeches in parliament and other places. Often he
gets me to draft speeches, memorandums and letters, as he very much
appreciated my wordings. When 1 ask “Why me, your drafts are
excellent” he quips, “No, I want your Midas touch”. However, I have
now lost that talent and am now struggling to recollect appropriate words,
both in Tamil and English.

After he became an MP, Anna used to come over to my
residence in his official vehicle, sits with me and gets the drafts done,
sometimes taking hours. I give below some of what Anna told me and
incidents relating to him that are forever etched in my mind.

This was an incident in the parliament house when the UNP
was in the opposition. When Anna was scated in the canteen or some
other place in the parliament house, a UNP MP had brought a motion or
resolution which was agreed to be signed by all parties in the opposition.
It had been signed by many leaders including Thanthai Chelva. Anna
carefully read through and told the signature collecting MP that he cannot
sign the document; the UNP MP was aghast and asked how he could
refuse when his leader has signed; Anna had replied, I will speak to my
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leader. He then met Thanthai Chelva and explained that their Party should
not subscribe to the document as, although it sets out many necessary
reforms and amendments to some acts, it had no mention of Tamils’
problems or rights; as was his wont, Thanthai carcfully listened to Anna’s
analysis and requested Anna to call all the Party MPs to the party room
in the parliament house, which was done; when Thanthai narrated Anna’s
objections to the party signing the document, there was angry response
from most MPs saying how can a new comer to the party who is from
a different camp (reference to Anna’s earlier leftist leaning) raise such
objections and especially when the Leader has already signed. Thanthai,
again true to his innate character, said in a calm voice “I am not infallibie;
Thangathurai is right; we should not subscribe to this document; I will
speak to JR and withdraw my signature” or words to that effect. Anna
related this incident to us in praise of Thanthai Chelva, a leader who
listens patiently even to the junior members and also readily acknowledges
mistakes or errors in judgement.

I remember the occasion when Anna was invited to be the Chief
Guest at an event in a Sinhala School in Trincomalee. A Ven. Buddhist
Monk, who was the chicf organizer (probably from the Parent-Teachers
Association) came over to Anna’s official residence and invited him.
Anna was rather hesitant as it was a Sinhala school and he could be
misunderstood by Tamil voters and tried to suggest some other
personalities like famous cine actor Gamini Fonseka who was the then
Governor of Eastern Province. But the Ven. Monk would not take no
for an answer and conveyed that all teachers, parents and students were
adamant that Anna should be the Chief Guest. Finally Anna agreed. He
discussed with us his speech and it was decided he would not refer to
his being a Tamil or to the ethnic issue but generally about the electorate
and people, particularly students and education.

I a1 TN
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After the event, back in Colombo, he told us he spoke in Sinhala
and. except for a passing mention at the start about his being a TULF
MP, he devoted his speech entirely to education; how from a village
area he was able to come up by hard work; he was the first in his area
to enter government clerical service and work in the Irrigation
Department. Likewise he encouraged the students to take education
seriously and promised that as the MP of the area he would give all
possible assistance required by the school and they were free to approach
him at any time. When the event was over Anna was surrounded by
large number of students wanting to converse with him all about education
and related matters like sports etc. It is indeed ironical that Anna was
later assassinated in a similar event but in a Tamil/Hindu School and in
Trincomalee itself.

Another happening that is etched in my mind relates to a General
Manager of Railways (GMR) during late 1996 and early 1997. I forget
his name; he was a Sinhalese and hailing' from Kandy. He was unfairly
suspended from his post owing to some political pulls, with a view of
ultimate dismissal; but he continued to occupy his official quarters, a
modest house, just adjoining the Slave Island Railway Station. Our legal
firm was the Instructing Attorneys in a case filed on his behalf in this
matter. He was also a simple extremely friendly outspoken gentleman
and became close to Perri and me, and quite often invited us to his home
for drinks and dinner. On one such occasion he asked us whether we
know Mr. Thangathurai MP of Trincomalee. We said we know him very
intimately. He said he was very much indebted to him and keen to meet
him. He explained that, previously when he was stationed in Trincomalee,
Anna was very helpful in many ways, in spite of him being a Sinhalese
and that he cannot forget Annaa’s help in his capacity as the MP and his
friendship. We un-hesitantly told him that we will get Anna to come and
join him at dinner in his house. When we mentioned this to Anna he
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readily agreed and was happy to meet GMR. A convenient day and time
was fixed and Anna and we enjoyed the hospitality of GMR at dinner in
his quarters. GMR was extremely happy in meeting Anna. All of us
discussed even the ethnic problem in a candid and frank manner.

[ronically it was the same GMR who informed me about Anna’s
assassination within minutes of the fateful event. First, somc background
facts relating to this sad happening When Anna told me that he was
proceeding to Trincomalee to attend an event at Sri ‘Shanmuga Hindu
Ladies College, I asked him whether it was safe, as previously there
were some indications that he may be targeted by a particular militant
group (I do not wish to name it). Anna told me that all signals he had
received from that quarter was that he would be safe and there was no
animosity against him. Perri and I were however worried.

Even when Anna happens to be in Trincomalee, I used to call
him every day over the phone. On that day (5" July 1997) around 7
O’clock or so in the evenmg, forgetting that he would be attending the
school function, I called his Trincomalee residence. A gentleman answered
and said he has gone for the school event and had not returned. But
while he was speaking I heard the scream of a lady. The person in the
line hurriedly said, he will cut the line and call later. I was confused but
did not call back. About half an hour or so later, GMR called me and
very hesitantly said “Srini.....there has been a bomb blast...” I said “Oh
my God, was it in Fort or near your quarters? Are you all safe?” He said
“No Srini....itis in Trinco. . .; my heart sank fearing the worst, and asked,
“Is it Thanga” and he said “yes” and that Anna succumbed to his injuries.
He had been informed by the Railways Engineer in Trincomalee (he
mentioned a Tamil name) whose wife was a doctor at the hospital and
was on duty when Anna was brought there after the blast and shooting
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and had immediately informed her husband, who in turn immediately
conveyed it to GMR.

For the funeral, Mukunthan, who was working in the TULF
office and much attached to Anna and closely known to me, had organized
a van for many of us to travel to Trinco; Perri and I and some others
joined the van at the TULF Office in Thimbirigasyaya in the early hours
of the morning. Mukunthan also accompanied us. As the van was
proceeding from the office towards the main Havelock Road, a tall man
came running waving his hands signaling the van to stop. He was
recognized as a former police security officer assigned to
Mr.Sivasithamparam but then transferred out of that unit. He said he
knew Anna very well, liked him a lot and he must attend his funeral; we
accommodated him in the front seat of the van. During that period there
were lots of check-points and most often vehicles were stopped and
occupants’ identity cards were checked and questioned. We had no such
problems as this officer showed his police identity card and told them
that we were his people. We were thus able to reach Trinco in time.

At the funeral, when the procession was proceeding from the
Trinco Town Hall to the cemetery, the main banner at the beginning of
the procession was held on one side by this officer and by me on the
other.And my “Thanganna Memory Lane” narrative ends here but not
his pleasant memories which will remain till my last breath. We all can
find solace in the definite belief and conviction that Anna will be at the
lotus feet of God enjoying eternal bliss.
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[ Candidate Paty symbol | Vows | %
. A, L. Abdul Majeed Sri Lanka Freedom Party Hand | 22721 2972%
' ) ilankai Tamil Arasu
A Thangathurai House 19,787 | 2587%
Kachehi
|H.D. L Lestaratne Ladder
M E M MohamedAll | United Nationai Party Elephant
|| BG Sinsena Lamp
| Total Polied
| Registered Electors |
| 174.73% |

| Tumout

199404 Ohamiy FALOUDD BHIHED (PWEYBET
1994 parliamentary general electi
Resuis of the 10th patiamentary @lection held on 16 August 1954,

- + i~ ¥ d
1765 18548 1250 26080| 2266%| 1|
18700 5710 B45 | 26,803 2243% 1

:'mmtmt

The following candidates were elected:

A. Thangathurai (TULF), 22,409 preference votes (pv); M. N. Abdul Majeed
(SLMC), 21,590 pv; M. E. H. Maharoof (UNP), 17,043 pv; and Vithanage
Sunil Shantha Ranaweera (UNP), 15,084 pv.
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Thangathurai Annai

larrived in Kiliveddy on the 14th of May 1975. I completed my
studies at University of Peradeniya first weeck of April. I was interviewed
at Ministry of Education for a science teaching position in April. Received
my teaching appointment to Kiliveddy MV towards the first week of
May. My first difficulty was to locate the school. Luckily there was a
post office in Kiliveddy and post office in Jaffna was able to give the
correct directions. First, | must go to Trincomalee and then take a ferry
/boat to Mutur. From Mutur by bus to Kiliveddy. I have been to
Trincomalee before and with the confidence of Peradeniya graduate I
started the journey on the 13th. Luckily for me again there was a student
from Kiliveddy (studying at Mahajana, Jaffna) was scated next to me in
the bus. His name is Vinayagamoorthy. We got down at Trincomalee. 1
went to the Education office in Trincomalee to submit the appointment
and report. I met the Chief Education officer who told me I will not get
graduate salary scale when I graduate, as Kiliveddy MV does not have
Allevels. He also indicated that I should be transferred to Mutur Muslim
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MYV which has A/level. [ told him that T will go to Kiliveddy MV first and
talk to the Principal. Then I took the ferry to Mutur with Vinatagamoorthy.
It was a remarkable trip across the Trincomalee bay. Boat was swinging
wildly in the bay and the journey took almost an hour. At a point [ was
nauscous and decided to stand in the upper deck, which became my
normal practice when [ travelled by boat. After reaching Mutur jetty in
literally pitch dark, Vinayagamoorthy and myself got into the bus to
Kiliveddy. Bus kept on going for nearly an hour with many stops and
suddenly came to stop in front of a river. We got down and that was
Kiliveddy. Wc went to the school which was pad locked.
Vinayagamoorthy took me to his home and I was given accommodation.
His father Kathiravetpillai is a land lord and successful farmer.

On 15th I reported to work and the principal (Mr. Sivakolunthu)
assigned me to teach Maths to several classes. On the May 16th or
227 the students told me they arc on strike the following day. Strike
organizer Navaratnarajah from Meenkamam went around the classes
informing that they arc going on strike. I asked him why there is a strike,
then he said “MP has asked us to strike”.. For me coming from Peradeniya
Communist Party student union activism it was horrendous that schools
in a constituency go on strike just because a MP tells them to strike. It
looked like a Tamil Nadu movie. But I saw the general populace in the
constituency was observing the boycott. At the same time I was puzzled
about the MP known as Thangathurai who had so much influence over
people.

Soon after the strike on a Friday, onc youngster in the area
came and told me that MP wants to sce me. | was irritated again due to
my background at Peradeniya. But I decided to go and see him on the
Saturday. There was large number of people waiting to sce him. I went
inside the housc. He had a table next to the entrance door and was
talking to the people as they came in. [ quictly went and sat in the bench
next to the wall. He saw me and still carried on with his conversations
with people. 1 was observing what was going on. There were people
inquiring about the progress on many issues. People were multiracial,
Tamils, Sinhalese and Muslims. They have come from many villages
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around and far. MP was explaining the progress and what struck me
first was the fact that he knew all of them or remembered them. They
were there for jobs for their children or development of schools or roads,
water to the fields and so on. So many of them. MP listened and answered
them patiently. | soon realized this is not an ordinary MP and immediately
had respect for him. Process went on until people have left then MP
turned behind asked about me. Tintroduced myself and he was happy to
scc me, He asked whether I have accommodation and inquired about
the school. I answered about the science laboratory and said as a whole
I am fine.

He said that he asked for me specifically from the list of
candidates given to him by the Ministry of Education. I thanked him and
told him about what Chief Education Officer in Trinco said about Graduate
scale. He said not to worry and he will sort my graduate scale> once I
get my results. We talked about politics and I told him about my scepticism
about Tamil politics and politicians. He told me about his Trade union
background. When I left his home I knew that I can work with
Thangathurai Annai for a long time.

Over the next years I worked closely with Thangathurai Annai.
Community centre was established in Kiliveddy with the assistance of
Kumarathurai (brother of Thangathurai). It was a place where young
and old can come and read. Agricultural land was cleared for students
to play football after school. I also visited other schools in the
neighbouring villages such as Mcenkamam, Kanguveli and LB3. I also
started participating in the Thangathuari Annai’s political work. We went
to Vaddukodai conference where Thangathurai Annai’s name was
proposed for the Treasurer post. It was remarkable that Youth from
Jaffna called Thangathurai Annai as “eastern MGR”. It reflected his
growing popularity in Eastern province which some of the TULF (then
TNA) leaders resented. This conflict came to climax when TULF agreed
to the division of Mutur seat which Thangathurai Annai represented into
Muslim majority Mutur seat and Sinhalese seat Seruwila. This division
meant Mutur Tamils were deprived of representation and specifically
Thangathurai will not become a MP. Division of Mutur seat was one of
the most damaging decision supported by TULF as it lost the geographical
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continuity for the Tamil pcople. When Amirthlaingam was questioned by
me in a TULF meeting, he said that Tamils arc getting additional seats in
Pottuvil. It only showed political bankruptcy of Tamil leadership which
was more interested in removing genuine Tamil leaders. Thangathurai
Annai was popular among the Tamil masses because he was close to
masses, did development work and at the same time fought for Tamil
people’s rights. He did development work by interacting with civil service
(not with politicians) in Colombo and Trincomalee district. He had many
friends in civil service due to his previous trade union relationships.

In the meantime, I was transferred to Mutur Muslim Maha
vidyalayam within months of my arrival at Kiliveddy. I refused to take
the transfer and principal informed the Chief education officer accordingly
and I remained at Kiliveddy MMV. My graduate salary was sorted out
after nearly one year. I continued to support Thangathurai Annai in his
political work. One of the important lessons [ learnt from him is the
humility towards pcople. Whenever he came home from parliament> I
went to his house to observe how he interacted with people. Even though
he had official vehicle, he would visit neighbouring villages seating in
the back of bicycles.

Once Mutur seat was divided, it was clear that only way in
which Annai could be clected to Parliament is via Tamil majority
Trincomalee seat. Youth organizations in Trincomalee started the
campaign. I also realised that I should move to Trincomalee to support
the campaign. I already had good relationship with students in
Trincomalee. So 1 got a transfer to St.Joseph’s college in Trincomalee
and worked with youth organizations to elect Annai. However TULF
lcadership overlooked Thangathurai and selected Sampanthan.
Sampanthan was chosen because he was a lawyer and close to TULF
leadership. However, this step enraged Tamil youth in Trincomalee who
burned cffigies of TULF leaders. Thangathurai appealed for calm and
restraint. Tamil youth embarked on a campaign to elect Thangathurai as
an independent candidate. While this campaign was going on, TULF did
apolitical gimmick to unify the Tamil vote. They brought Ashes of late
leader Chelvanayakam’s ashes to Trincomalee in a procession through
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Sinhalese villages. This provocation created Sinhala Tamil riots in 1977
before clections.

Tamils were not prepared and lost control of bus stand and many
road junctions which are strategic points within the city. Furthermore
Tamil refugees streamed into Trincomalee town from Tamil villages such
as Pankulam. They were looked after and rescttled. This pre-election
riots scrved the purpose which was for the Tamils to vote for Sampanthan
and win. But the cost for Tamils was huge. Tamils control of strategic
positions in and around Trnicomalec town were lost. Thangathurai Annai,
however struck to party position and worked for Sampanthan to win the
election. I focused on trade union and youth activities which were outside
the parameters of TULF. But still | maintained good relationship with
Thangathurai Annai.

On April 1978, I was asked by a collcague of Thangathurai
Annai to meet him urgently. When I went to his home in Trincomalee
therc was tension. Thangathurai Annai said that that therc are problems
in and around Kiliveddy. A well-known Tamil thief called Kanthapodi
went to a neighbouring Sinhalesc village called Dehiwatte torob a house.
Robbery turned into shooting and the house owner was killed. The incident
turned into communal tension. Annai was going to Kiliveddy to calm the
sigaation following day in the morning and he asked me to accompany
him. I was waiting for him at Trncomalee jetty and he arrived late for
the boat. But the boat waited form him and we left for Mutur. From
Mutur we arrived in Kiliveddy. There was lots of tension. A neighboring
Tamil village called Kanguveli was burnt down and people streamed into
Kiliveddy as refugees. An old lady on the border was brought in with
bomb shrapnel wounds. While 1 was holding her, she passed away. This
raised the tension. Annai and I went to the post office to phone Navy.
Navy was considered an impartial force.

While we were phoning Navy therc were gunshot outside. We
made the arrangements with Navy and walked back to Annai’s house.
It was eerily quict. By 3 pm the police came fully armed. Police
commandcr asked Thangathurai Annai about his brother Kumarathurai.
Annai said that he hasn’t seen his brother since his arrival. Police went

A

re
+

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



o, 5. &1 srlodpiag — 5D

looking for Kumarathurai and came back with the village chairman who
was Kumarathurai’s father in law.

Police told Thangathurai that they are going arrest both him and
the Chairman until Kumarathurai surrenders. While Thangathurai Annai
was being taken away, he asked me to help the people. It was total
injustice. Thangathurai was not involved in the incidents and he was
trying to calm the situation. In addition he phoned Navy to come. I stayed
for couple of weeks and helped the people to scitle down. Refugees
went back to Kanguvelli. All the Tamil villages were safc and Sinhalese
villages were too quict. I visited Thangathurai Annai in prison couple of
times. He was high in his sprits even in the prison.

By 1979, I have moved to Colombo and was getting ready to
leave to Africa. On the day before 1 left, I met Thangathurai Annai. At
that time he was running a company. He wished me all the best and
there were tears in his eyes. Later from Africa, I communicated with
him. He was always helping the people and constantly reminded me to
help the people.

My association with Thangathurai Annai lasted 6-7 ycars. He
was a role model for me. I learnt a lot from him which helped me to
have confidence in the African liberation struggle. He was always a
nonracial treated everybody same. But he cared for his people. He cared
for their education, health, employment and gencral welfare, Today there
are many Tamil schools prospered because of his efforts. Students started
going to Universities from the villages to become engineers. Doctors,
scientists, teachers. Communities from Verugal to Thambalakamam
developed, He was forth right and courageous. He did what he thought
was correct. He was not a politician but a leader. His loss 1s a severe
loss to the Tamil community. Leader of his caliber would have casily
worked with Sinhalese and Muslim leaders. Everybody respected him.
He was a simple man and lived for his people.
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(Mr. Speaker)
Iwishto

hath sidk

v eith th . 4
I shail "

g

FDark 2

5

of F y-General
of Parliament to make a minute of the proceedings of the
meeting today and send a copy thereof to the maembers of the
bereaved family.

eafm e : 8 n.ogedd
Som)
Memsnul AT : LK. 5 Stssseny
VOTE OF CONDOLENCE : MR. A. THANGATHURAL

@5, el 3ol Spomo Bems (uet am @ sgaed magm
S@omngdn)

ey o sl G i i, .
& divouyr T8 Bamindai)

{The Hon, 5. Alavi Moulana ~ Minister of Provincial Councils
and Local Government)

Mr. Speaker, I rise tnday, with 2 heavy bean and a deep
‘'sense of Loss tomove a Vote of Condolence on the tragic death
of Mr. A Thangathurai, who was gunned down senselessly
along with a few other civilians by a group of terrorists in

T lee on Sth July, 1997, when he was atiending a
public function. He represented the people of Muttur and
Trincomalee in this House from May 1970 to May 1977 and
from August 1994 until his demise,

Bom on 17th January, 1936, he received his education at
Vantharamoolai Central School, Batticaloa and Stanley Col-
lege, Jaffna.

After leaving school , be joined the Pablic Service as a
Clerk in 1950. In 1970 be: resigned from the General Clerical
Serviee in order w take 1o active politics — which be did

forthwith ing the Multi-Member Coastituency of
Muttur at the General Election held m May, 1970 as the
nominee of the Federal Party. He was successfol and was
elected the Second Member of Parliament for Muttur, Healso

8% *0mio. 000 adba muins, o8 comfnd ami0d wBe  SUccessfull tedthe DistrictD Councilel
dmmaler siimlsl wlcd miyy ocd® S0 4068 Bmimd  tionsheldin 1981 for Tr dee Districtas a nominee of the
: GaiD "
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cessful in the Sth standard scholarship exmminstion and

thereafter joined Vantharamoolal Cettral Callage and he then

mm&muyrmmmwmsamm.n

i He asful ot the Ad 1

LavelEumm mmmammuwwmn

and on admission to CGiovern-

ment Service he was attsched to the friigation Deparzment
which he served in many parts of the countsy,

$ir, Mr. Thangathursi served Pacliament from 1970101977
watil the delimitation of constittencies. He was not abls 1o
secure nomination in the 1977 General Elections, From 1977

ok place in 1981 Sir, nwmuumm
mmmum :mm.m«wm

within the Trincomuies District,
He was successful und he was elected s Chairman of the
District Development Council. He bad & difficult sk of
establishing this Council given the complexities of the demo-
graphic balance in Trincomalos, With the coopecation of the
then District Minister Mr. H. G. P. Nelson. my good Friend, he
way able to succeed adaricably in sdministecing thils Councll
tn the complete satisfaction of all the communities in the
Trincomplee District

The events of July 1983 superseded and Mr. Thangathural

" wis nod able to compiete his term. He retumed to Prrlisment

after an interval of almost 17 years in 1994 a4 a Member of
Parliament for the Trincomales District. He served several
nportant Committess of the House incloding the Public
Accourits Commities where bis expecience and understanding
af Public Administzation was valued by other meathers of the
Commitios, He worked mﬂwlylu ithe bauammfhh

m' M 1 wish to, HM%M and other
muammm Condolence

and he wits and th

mmn&masﬂ.HewnMummﬂMl
{nig i his courtesy. He devoted a great dead of thre and energy
10 resolving problems of his constituents and to
improving the educational, Social and welfsre opportunities
of the people of Mutur in partculsr, and tbe District of
Trincomales in gensral,

Arntasaln Thangathurai was deeply concemed with is-
sues relating 1o buman fights, although be made no sttempt o
project himself publicly on this issue. He worked quiedy.
Hutnan Rigits Organizations shrond vsed to frequentty con-
sult him on the ground situation snd found that he was
woll-informed and that he was conscientious and that he was
religble, He never anempred to over-drsmatise & situstion, sy
hie was comitied to ensuring that the facts surfaced and that
approprisle steps are uken 1o ensure sccountability and com-

pensation for the victims andfor their famdlies, His ks orestes

‘avold withregard to this work which would be difficultto £l
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lmm anﬂhis-bw’&m and other. siblings, Allheugl he wasa
W-mwte person his concern and alfection for them was
: feel bl floss. We have
no words lnmnfmmmcxcemwsaymmWﬁxlmsmmw
sense of loss of a valued and respected colleague.
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in that area, was also kitled. He was nota controversial figure

g CBESE S
Mﬁm oo LG R, MMw e (b
mep o, AiremihuodiGonyane ESSURG S e
a@ainpdrar thimer LTS Sl iB, welrerr b L
map dn, wr e eee g @i i sy, LS. sed ik S eTLeT
upgl e .inﬂggymra: v@gg& m ﬁ o o7 Marciy

buthe Isoeleimi M. Thangatbmrai stood for the Sri
Lanksn unity and Sri Lankan sovereignty. The death of such
a Member is a great loss to the Sri Lanksn community, With
those few words I conclude my speech and request the Hon.
Speaiker to forward a copy of these proceedings tohis wife and

wrer gy gy
GEE HEGa AEer s maﬂ-Mp«.&ma aullih whe
b Meprivm o gpetein  wdsdr afiEldprisd.  Mbn
whaw oHAEGe @7 sl oo S ¢ et s
Heruas . HehaSardar Juswii Sanp S0 NuLlueLE
Qencrensueni i wallgs Gres g TenouEg 2 gliieri g
puESSeng saidsar. SO ous Sy HHFWQBMD

Thank yon.

8. 840okimmi @wmo
(e 5. Appaddigd)
(Mr. D. Sithadthan)

eapinieri G xremay e engal 5 e Mg &5 ' iy e Manraler.  wBGamreen
Qg adk ey Sl B, G FEduirce  MEATET SUSERET o sEniE Nl
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The tate Mr. Thangathurai was a senios Part ian L FD OO E SRS Mg ST
from the Fastem Province, In hiscarly daysh d Segesfe ppah  Hengew  Gememom  LsiEes

with the Federal Party which wasm})ymemeM: 5.
7.V, Chelvanayakam The TULF isa
today among the Tamil-speaking pet

s walk in to any Tamil man's
h of the lae 3. J. V.
h of respect be commands even

s that respect among the Tamil-
smmmem

dﬁnm parly in our area wanis
peace’ amung alt the communities living in Sri
Larka ~ the Siubaita people, the Tamil peopls and the Muskm
people. They ane not for the diviston of this country, They are
fighting to saisLy the aspirations of the Tamil commumnity - in
the field of language, imh?e,ﬁﬂdnﬂmd settlement and in the
ficld of education. They mmmmmﬂoﬂ.‘mmm
is the policy of the TULE, =

mm,mmumﬁwmmmm
earlier bie represented the Mutmr electorate, a multi-member
constinency where Tamil and Muslim people live. I am very
bappy to note that Mr. nmmmaﬁu&mm
of th fation of Muttur the Tanil and the Mushim People—
equaliy wellasal\.{mbetnﬂhe‘ﬁ'hmm!eemmmmm

WWT""—H A MusH

nndomSmuu!aMemher Even during his Sme in Parliament,
hehelpedﬂaeMushmcomnmmtym\dM‘ﬁmunmmurnIy
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particularly in the field of ed [ i peace & A
in the Trincomalee District. Such 3 Member was untimel g:b“miﬁf‘
kijledinthenioslbmaimmm_
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L b district, the late Mr. Maharoof,
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{The Han. Ranil Wickremaringhe - Leadet of the Opposition)

I would like to thank the Chair for glving me this opportu-
nity, As the Leader of the Opposition and as the leader of the
UNP | want to express our sorrow on the tragic death of our
Colieague, Mr. Thangathural. I would not deal at leagth with
the political history of Mr. Thangathurai. He had been a
meinber of partiament in 1970 and again he éntered this House
in 1994, In between he served in the district Development
Council. Mr. Thangathural's name is synoaymots with
Trincomalee. He was liked by the people of Trincomalee,
whether they be Tamils, Muslims or Sinhalese, he has friends
in all the comtnunities, He helped the people of Trincomalee.
mr, Thangathural's life was devoted to the service of the
people he represonted in that district. He was also commitiad
to his party, the Tamil United Liberation Front, We have all

e
At

-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



. feo% ofd Dgdw Sumd)
imown Mr. Thangathurai and worked with him despite what-
ever political views we held. Whether we agreed with him or
disagreed with him everyone liked him as a person.
Tvwas only a few weeks back that be spoke to me and wanted
1o be one of the delegates to the IPU conference in Cairo. [
think, we all agreed that be should be one of the members 1o
repeesent the Opposition. Bul unfortomately, be did not get
that opporwmity of going 1o Cairo. Mr, Thangathurai believed
that a political solation was necessary for the problems of the
North and the East, There were aspects on which we in the
UNP agreed with him and there were also aspects on which we
did not agree but nevertheless be was a friend to all of os. He
tock an active part and Mr, Thangathurai was always a
believer in democracy and in a united Sri Lanka. Though we
differed on the paths — and in this House all of us do on many
topics ~ Mr. Thangathorai's commitment to the principles
could not be in anyway questioned. His death has cansed a
void in the politics of Muttur. His death has cansed a void in
the leadership, the political leadership of Trincomalee Dis-
trict, together with late Mr, Maharoof. Both of them were the
leading political figures of the Trincomalee District. What we
have to question tday is the nbumber of lives of Parli
tarians that have been lost, that have been sacrificed to upbold
democracy. Both the TULF and the United National Party are
1o steangers to this. A namber of Members of Partinment and
of Parli from both sides have already given
their lives 1o the causes that they believed in. The TULF has
- had its leader and many other sitling members killed, 50 has
the UNP.

So we are at a time when democracy is under threat from
different quarters in this country and those who believe in
Parliamentary democracy, those who believe in this way of
life,, are necessarily exposed to the risks from outside. 1t is our
hope that Mr. Thangathurai's death is nol a death in vain and
that he like others have finally paid the price in the hope that
democracy and peace will prevail in St Lnaka,

Twould like our views to b yed tors. Th h
and the members of the late Mr, Thangathurai’s family. His
death is a)oss 1o this House, is aloss to his party and to all those
who believe in the democratic way.

‘Thank you,

8. 8, wdpdhd Dums

(- 155 Cpargng)

(Mr.P. P. Devaraj)
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{Mr. D. H. N Jayamaha)

Thank you for the indulgence, Sir, The kate Mr. Thanguhum
entered the national Jegislanre as the Second Member for
Muttur in 1970, Mr. Thangathurai bad a rich political career,
Bom on the 17th of January 1936, aler his education et cetera
at the age of 32, he joined the then Federal Party. That was in
the 1965 - 1970 period where the Federal Party was in
coalition with the United National Party Government headed
by late Mr. Dudley Senanayake, T‘hatwas&mm
the political arena as a young mean.

He had been the organizing Secretary of the Federal Youth
Organization. As dme passed on, when the Federal Party was
iransformed to the Tamil United Liberation Frontin 1971, the
late Mr. Thangathurai continued his services and he was
working as an active memberof the TULF. In 1977, in keeping
wiil the nature of the politics, he could not make it to
Parliament but he did not give up his interest. 'l‘hepmntfm ;
Wauvasmh:s Hm:lsamanwhojustdidmm :
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Ini‘the shost period that | associated with him I specially
noted his commitment. One place where T could see his |
comm was &t the: Parki v €
& mm:a...._ forum
is & very valuable forum i this institation. The late Mr.
‘Thamgathurai was one who made use of it i order to render

Soutarly i the Consultat
Committee o Education be was a very regular Member and
he nsed o study the papers. He used to get bis problems
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: ) for us, while we mourn his deat®, to
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His political base was. the District of Tricomalee. In the
recent past it has been a district riddied with problems, but he

was not discouraged by #t. Undaunted, he went forward. The..

uother aspect of it was the friendliness be displayed. He was a
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el il Qgdey RedwdolLnit.  asyerervey
priisen e luTg, e B gylors s s
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friend to afl, His fuseral in Trincomalee was an eloguent
tribute to the way he conducted his affairs in that multi-racial
district. The Tamils, the Muslims, the Sinbalese, they all, on
their own in spite of he tragic circumstances came and paid

thieie tribute to him, That was the second striking feature in his

career, the friendliness towards human beings.
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was aman who had & commitment to serve the people, who
had that humane fricndliness and who had that democratic
concept. We hope that we all can strive and take th DRCEPLS
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ministration, Home Affairs, Plantation Industries and Leador of the
Honse of Packiament)

Eoorethsd of SHifnef, sua pemsl soidout B8

(

-
[
h
L]

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Digitized by Noolaham Foundation
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



1997 48 24 02 Fodudsie

1997 gyea 24 afwrpsdpens
Thursday,24th July, 1997

5B e®Iy DI

(C‘Dzﬁfﬂﬁja)
LITITEhLoesTm afleurakigssir
(amesrams)

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

(HANSARD)

BE D25

BSTT Yflbenas
OTFFICIAL REPORT

P L

T

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Digitized by Noolaham Foundation
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



1129
5{3&3&&.&5 crn@® s .:,-;;0 amaBeFeitdaased
deae Sidesa
£qo® 864, edoBm Swmod 2¢ic Heediman
Lanast 8080 2068: 58 H00 200 ¢4 v gy
80 Do gmd, dows 28 Sdas, g SeSmIsod
gzzie BBl pfchss =im g 30
s med@momed glvois  eomensmd  SHoo
2mElednl ew Bnicmed sse Boo Slefw
rfeneat shyBen e FscrTment) gesDocdoman ‘55
o 30a
2@y Bfociems ¥
" lme) o998 Bofebsl emid oo Soboe oBGwiDess! sz
ot Babs wEa 7

(ki)

- B den g, SREEhe s Nanind rag s DLl afian

o G 1997 guh ayentip e R etenivl g Badsefet Sung
Y weniirdu nras s plde Bgdud s et
#FtEasd @upn wipdiwiewr s  mre
GevangugiLe . WITOI I KF  Usg
LI T PR TRINT Wlﬂ:ymmmﬁgnur_x
i LN ER sl

visrefla e G s melin g

el e & Earll s :ﬁgﬂftw'@smm)uﬁ hErs

FTEm :Rgﬂﬁn‘g‘wwl Lﬂuﬂsl‘ CL TR qﬂu&.oa‘i jT;y
s, 5 BeaF

By i Bein posrsemd el ey d g
ooy iR PeTed Lies suih,

() et en s e ch & S g L g LD S
Fwpi s piioe  ardastd Fi gt g e

Figpameann g 4 GOOU gparesol Lo
wonwid pgass. Glg Spefturs sy £ gal
Exige pmavnnegds GErematoSullar gped
el sl et geemurerdlet (pg e,
ipETanly ey Tenia W‘a G e myth, g
Brgaimae b Mu DAL Bwisps
B e ualugww
WMn-bQ@m
ew’u:.em.

[iii\

et ﬂmdﬁanw

(£ Gu G O '5'@ Lo® BEridone et

BLay e

' asked the Minister of Transport aMEﬁglmaya
@ Does he accept that— =
(1) I ncted as the aulbunmd mmlanvc of l.hr.'
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{ii} However Managing Directorof the rel
depot refused to allow my agent to be present
during postal voting. I informed the Assistant
Commissioner for Elections Kandy about it and
although hetoo was of the view that the decision
of the Mamgmgbmorwsswmngm that he
should be all asthe agent, that
decision too was refused by the rclevaal
Managing Director ;

that the United National Party agent was caused
an injustice as the Mnnagmg Drirector was not

(i)

% impartial and had acted in  an arbiteary
manner 7
{b} What steps would he take regarding this \rrmpomhlc
conduct ?

od; emifs susmBduin Smma
sty e Sprars B Gwaiy e
The Hon. Athawda Seneviratine

BEgd 99 amens mdnd,
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(i) e,

(i) =y,

{m) o smomdh.

enlm gmas: J. D.onedsd Smm

Smiprup Frovei: 5. o. suabger
VOTE OF CONDOLENCE: MR, A. THANGATHURAIL

acod. O, 4B, 28, quLh Som)
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{Alhaj A FL M. Azwer)
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United National Party of 1
Sabha at the Local Gwemnml Elections in
1997, and appoinked Pradeshiya Sabhacandidate
Mr. H.G. Serasingha as my agent to participate
indeoévaoungalﬂﬁmmbwaPenpiisﬁ
_ Transport Service Company Limited held on
14,03.1997 and the Managing Director of the
relevant depot was mfonmd of it in writing ;
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Some of these are a pipe-bome water supply scheme for
Muter Divisional Secretary's Division; coast conssrvation to
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Divisional Secremry's Division;, measures to prevent sea
erosion in Muotr; alienation of land for public servants,
emplovees of boards and corporations in Trincomalee; con-
struction of a housing scheme for officers and minor employees
of Central Government and Neonh-East Provincial Council
and pipe borme water supply scheme for the Verugal Divi-
sional Secretary's Division in Trincomalee District,
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