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MY [Pefs

I have a dog, a cat and a
I have some very good friends. I ride the bus (¥ hamster. I love them all. My dog's

with my friends Tony and Brian. They live on name is Snoopy; my cat's name is
my street. At school, Tony, Brian and I play Whiskers, and my hamster's name
with Lisa and Emma on the playground. We all \ is Nibbles. Snoopy is playful, and
eat lunch together too. I also have friends he likes bones. Whiskers sleeps in
from my soccer team named Hunter and Jake. R0, MY bed. Nibbles loves running in
Sometimes I get to see my cousins Abby and - his wheel. They are all soft and
Kevin. They are my friends too. I like all of my ' ) furry.

friends. Questions:

Questions: S ' Write answers fo the questions:

Write answers to the questions: 1. How many pets are there?
1. Which friends ride the bus?

2. Which friends play soccer? 2. What is the hamster’s name?

3. Who plays with Tony and Brian on the playground? 3. Who sleeps in the bed?

% RO 4. What does Snoopy like?

5. Who eats lunch together?

5. Which pets are soft and furry?

wvaw kSlearming.com >
waw kSlearning. com

At the Zoo Fa mily Picnic

™ | went fo the zoo yesterday. | ™
= saw a lot of lions and B
= H’IGHHE"‘;"S. The Lions saton the IR
m rocks. The monkeys were m “‘-"'--'
- snging fr' TE R, - | am James. My family went to a
= " | picnic last Saturday. My mom
brought a lot of snacks. We went
- ' to the park. We ate a lot and
™ . Where did | go yesterday? B | played hide and seek.
M2 wWhat animals did | see? — -
M 3 Which animal sat on the m | Questons: :
: 1. What is the boy's name?
= rocks. SN 2. What did the family do?
m 4. Which animal was w Nl 3. What did mom bring?
4. What did they do at the park?

swinging from the frees?

ave to pay attention
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Dario’s Pet

Dario was alone in his room,
He was drawing his pet dog. His
dog was quiet while he was
drawing it.

Dario colored the picture
brown and white. He wrote a story
under it. It was like this.

“This is my pet. His name is
Spotty. He is my playmate. | love

Spotty.”

Comprehension Questions:
1. What was Dario doing?
2. What was Dario’s pet?

3. What did Dario write under the

drawing?
. What did Dario call his pet?

First Day in School

It was the first day of classes.
The grade ftwo children were
happy. They were telling stories
about themselves.

“I am eight years old. My
father is a teacher,” Edna said.

‘I live in Tondo. | am also
eight years old,” Lucita said.

“My mother is a vendor, My

father is a driver. | am nine yeaors
old.” Roelando said.

Comprehension Questions:
What grade were the children in?

Whalt is Edna's father’s job?
Who lives in Tondo?

Who was not eight years old? .
Whose father was a driver? £

o b by

2.
3.
4. What do they do with the bread?
5.

Helping Mother

Do you help mother al home
like Merla does? What do you do?

Merla, a grade two pupil |,
goes home as her class is over.
She helps her mother sell in their
little store. She helps in closing the
store at night.

In the morning, Merla buys
bread from a big bakery. They sell

the bread in their store. Her
mather is happy for her help.

Comprehension Questions:
1. What grade is Merla in?
Who does Merla help?
Where does Merla buy bread?

g

What does Merla do fo .

help her mother?

Helping Mother

Do you help mother al home
like Merla does? What do you do?

Merla, o grade two pupil |
goes home as her class is over.
She helps her mother sell in their
little store, She helps in closing the
store at night.

In the morning, Merla buys
bread from a big bakery. They sell

the bread Iin their store. Her
mother is happy for her help.

Comprehension Questions:

1. What grade is Merla in?

Who does Merla help?

Where does Merla buy bread?
What do they do with the bread?

What does Merla do to ﬁ

Ll

help her mother?
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Read the information and then answer the questions.

The Long Night

I live in a cold country. It is at the top of the world. This means we get
lots and lots of snow. | love to play outside when we have snow. | can
build a snowman and go skiing. Where | live we something called the
long night. This means we do not see the sun for two months in winter!
So it is dark all day, and well, all night! We wake up and it is dark, we go
to school and it is dark, and we come home and it is dark! So, we get a
lot of snow, but we have to play in the dark. In the summer we have the
opposite of the long night can you guess what that is?
Can you answer the guestions in full sentences?

What can she do in the snow?

How long is the sun gone for in winter?

Why do you think her country gets a lot of snow?

What do you think is the opposite of the long night?

127 words

GR3

_The Camping Trip

| am camping with my friends today. We are in the forest. We are
taking a big tent to sleep in. My friends are bringing some food. We
are going to have a barbeque when it gets dark. We have some
sausages and chicken wings to cook on the barbeque. After dinner
we are going to tell scary stories to each other. | hope | can sleep
after that! My parents are coming to see us in the morning. We will
all go swimming in the lake.

Can you answer the questions in full sentences?

Where did they go camping?

What kind of stories will they tell each other?

Wha is coming in the morning?

What will they all do in the morning?

87 words

The Storm

Read the story then answer the questions.

Last night we had a big storm in my town. It rained and rained all
night. The thunder was so loud it woke us all up! So we went to the
window to watch. There was so much lightning in the sky. My sister

was very scared because it was so loud! | was a little scared, but it
was great to watch. We went to bed before the end of the storm. In
the morning there was lots of water on the ground from the rain. We
put on our raincoats and splashed in the puddles.

Can you answer the questions in full sentences?
What happened in the town last night?

Why did they wake up?

Who was the most scared?

What did they do in the morning?

97 words

GR2/3

Super Sunflowers

Read the story then answer the gquestions.

We are growing a flower in our garden. It is a very tall flower. It is called a
sunflower. Can you see why? The top is big, round and yellow just like the
Sun. we have to give it water everyday and then we can watch it grow. My
sunflower is the biggest. It will grow 8cm in one week. When it is very big it
will be 4 metres tall! That is bigger than my dad! It will make seeds which
we can put in the ground. Then we can grow sunflowers again next year. |
hope | can grow an even bigger flower!!

Can you answer the questions in full sentences?
What iz the name of the flowers?

Hiow big can a sunflower grow?

What can they do with the zesds?

Why do they call it 2 sunflower?

105 words
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To Sir, with Love

To Sir, with Love is a 1967 British drama film
that deals with social and racial issues in an in-
ner city school. It stars Sidney Poitier and fea-
tures Christian Roberts, Judy Geeson, Suzy
Kendall, Patricia Routledge and singer Lulu
making her film debut. James Clavell directed
from his own screenplay, which was based on
E. R. Braithwaite’s 1959 autobiographical novel
of the same name.

The film’s title song “To Sir with Love”, sung
by Lulu, peaked at the top of the Billboard Hot
100 chart in the United States for five weeks in
the autumn of 1967 and ultimately was the
best-selling single in the United States of that
year. The movie ranked number 27 on Enter-
tainment Weekly’s list of the 50 Best High
School Movies.[4]

A made-for-television sequel, To Sir, with
Love Il (1996), was released nearly three dec-
ades later, with Poitier reprising his starring
role.

Plot

In the mid-1960s, Mark Thackeray, an immi-
grant to Britain from British Guiana, has been
unable to obtain an engineering position de-
spite an 18-month job search. He accepts a
teaching post for Class 12 at North Quay Sec-
ondary School in the tough East End of London,
as an interim position, despite having no expe-
rience.

The pupils there have been rejected from
other schools, and Thackeray is a replacement
for the deceased former teacher. The pupils,
led by Bert Denham and Pamela Dare (who lat-
er develops a strong crush on Thackeray), be-
have badly: their antics range from vandalism
to distasteful pranks. Thackeray retains a calm
demeanour, but loses his temper when he dis-
covers something being burned in the class-
room stove, which turns out to be a girl’s sani-
tary towel. He orders the boys out of the
classroom, then reprimands all the girls, either
for being responsible or passively observing,
for what he says is their “slutty behaviour”.
Thackeray is angry with himself for allowing his
pupils to incense him. Changing his approach,
he informs the class that they will no longer
study from textbooks. Until the end of term, he
will treat them as adults and expects them to
behave as such. He declares that they will ad-
dress him as ‘Sir’ or ‘Mr. Thackeray’; the girls
will be addressed as ‘Miss’ and boys by their
surnames. They are also allowed to discuss any
issue they wish. He gradually wins over the
class, except for Denham who continually baits
him.

Thackeray arranges a class outing to the Vic-
toria and Albert Museum and the Natural His-
tory Museum in South Kensington which goes
well. The trip is represented by a series of still
photographs as Lulu sings “To Sir with Love”.

He loses some support when he defuses a
potentially violent situation between his stu-
dent Potter and the gym teacher, Mr. Bell. He
demands that Potter apologise directly to Bell,
even if he believes Bell was wrong. The group
later refuses to invite Thackeray to the class
dance. When mixed-race student Seales’ white
English mother dies, the class takes up a collec-
tion for a wreath but refuse to accept Thacker-
ay’s donation. The students decline to deliver
the wreath in person to Seales’ house, fearing

neighbourhood gossip for visiting a “coloured”
person’s house.

The headmaster tells Thackeray that the
“adult approach” has failed, and future outings
are cancelled. Thackeray is to take over the
boys’ gym classes until the headmaster can
find a replacement. Meanwhile, Thackeray re-
ceives an engineering job offer in the post.

Pamela Dare’s mother asks for Thackeray to
talk to her daughter about her behaviour at
home, but this annoys Pamela, whom Thacker-
ay believes is infatuated with him. During a
gym class, Denham smugly challenges Thacker-
ay to a boxing match. Denham delivers several
blows to Thackeray’s face but the bout comes
to an abrupt end when Thackeray delivers one
punch to Denham’s solar plexus. Thackeray
compliments Denham’s ability and suggests he
teach boxing to the younger pupils next year.
Denham, finally impressed by Thackeray, ex-
presses his admiration for Thackeray to his
classmates. Thackeray regains their respect
and is invited to the class dance. Later, when
Thackeray attends the funeral of Seales’ moth-
er, he is touched to find that his lectures on
personal choice and responsibility have had an
effect and the entire class has attended.

At the dance, Pamela persuades Thackeray
to be her partner for the “Ladies Choice”
dance. Afterward, the class presents to Thac-
keray “a little present to remember us by”. Too
moved to speak, Thackeray retires to his class-
room.

A rowdy couple abruptly enters the class-
room. They mock Thackeray’s gift, a silver tank-
ard and card inscribed “To Sir, with love” signed
by the entire departing class, and goad Thac-
keray that they will be in his class next year. Af-
ter they leave, Thackeray stands up and tears
up the engineering job offer, reconciled to the
work he has ahead of him. He then takes a
flower from the vase on his desk, places it in
his lapel, and leaves.

Production

Sidney Poitier and James Clavell wanted to
do the film, but Columbia was reluctant. They
agreed to make the film for small fees, provid-
ed Poitier got 10% of the gross and Clavell 30%
of the profits. “When we were ready to shoot,
Columbia wanted either a rape or a big fight
put in,” said Martin Baum. “We held out, say-
ing this was a gentle story, and we won.”

The film was shot in Wapping (including the
Wapping railway station) and Shadwell in the
East End of London, in the Victoria and Albert
Museum and at Pinewood Studios.

Reception

Upon its U.S. release, Bosley Crowther be-
gan his review by contrasting the film with Poi-
tier’s role and performance in the 1955 film
Blackboard Jungle; unlike that earlier film,
Crowther says “a nice air of gentility suffuses
this pretty color film, and Mr. Poitier gives a
quaint example of being proper and turning
the other cheek. Although he controls himself
with difficulty in some of his confrontations
with his class, and even flares up on one occa-
sion, he never acts like a boor, the way one of
his fellow teachers (played by Geoffrey Bayl-
don) does. Except for a few barbed comments
by the latter, there is little intrusion of or dis-
cussion about the issue of race: It is as discreet-

ly played down as are many other probable
tensions in this school. To Sir, with Love comes
off as a cozy, good-humored and unbelievable
little tale.”

Halliwell’s Film and Video Guide describes it
as “sentimental non-realism” and quotes a
Monthly Film Bulletin review (possibly contem-
porary with its British release), which claims
that “the sententious script sounds as if it has
been written by a zealous Sunday school teach-
er after a particularly exhilarating boycott of
South African oranges”.

The Time Out Film Guide says that it “bears
no resemblance to school life as we know it”
and the “hoodlums’ miraculous reformation a
week before the end of term (thanks to teach-
er Poitier) is laughable”.[8] Although agreeing
with the claims about the film’s sentimentality,
and giving it a mediocre rating, the Virgin Film
Guide asserts: “What makes [this] such an en-
joyable film is the mythic nature of Poitier’s
character. He manages to come across as a real
person, while simultaneously embodying
everything there is to know about morality, re-
spect and integrity.”

The film premiered and became a hit one
month before another film about troubled
schools, Up the Down Staircase, appeared.

The novel’s author E.R. Braithwaite loathed
the film, although it provided him with some
financial security, particularly because of its
omission of the novel’s interracial relationship.

To Sir, with Love holds an 89% “Fresh” rating
on the review aggregate website Rotten Toma-
toes based on 28 reviews.[11] The film grossed
$42,432,803 at the box office in the United
States, yielding $19,100,000 in rentals, on a
$640,000 budget,[3] making it the sixth high-
est grossing picture of 1967 in the US. Poitier
especially benefited from that film’s success
considering he agreed on a mere $30,000 fee
in exchange for 10% of the gross box office and
thus arranged one of the most impressive pay-
offs in film history. In fact, although Columbia
insisted on an annual cap to Poitier of $25,000
to fulfill that percentage term, the studio was
forced to revise the deal with Poitier when
they calculated they would be committed to 80
years of those payments.

Despite the character of Mark Thackeray
being a leading role, the film has been criti-
cised in modern times for Portier’s portrayal of
the Magical Negro trope. Specific criticism of
the portrayal was directed at the character’s
service as the sounding board and voice of rea-
son for white antagonists.
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