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Vote No. 1.—Persongl emoluments and
other allowances of staff, R 104,049
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(The Chairman)

By 530 p.M. we must finish®the
discussions up to Head 12. We are
now on Head 7. Hon. Members
should please bear that in Hind!
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&18)

(Mr. M. H. M. Naina Marikkar—Parlia-

mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice)

I think it will be more appropriate
for him to raise ‘this matter under the
Votes of the Ministry of Justice, and
certainly I shall provide him with an
adequate answer.
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 180,049
for Head 7, Vote No. 1, be inserted in the
Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 7, Vote 1, ordered to stend wartiof
the Schedule.
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Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 6,185
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Question_, “ That the®sum of Rs. 6,185

for Head 7, Vote No. 2, be inserted in the
Schedule,” put and agreed fto.

Head 7, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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e5. 1,93,956

Heap 8.—PusrLic SErRvICcE COMMISSION

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 292,714

Sub-head 1.—Cadre and Salaries,
Rs. 193,956

Hrla AsY. 8. cuvedsHh-
(s Bl 5 %rer. erib. QuCrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I move,

“That the Vote be reduced by
Rs. 107 : .

I do not want to take more than
one or. two minutes over the matter
EBrawish to raise. I do not know
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whether. it is a matter that the Hon.
Prime Minister can attend to or
whether it is for the Public Service
Commission itself. e

I am a little disturbed at the
recent tendency of public servants
to attend functions organized by
local agents of various contractors,
particularly foreign contractors. It is
rather difficult to prevent this but it
seems desirable that there should be
certain standards laid down which
public servants should be made to
observe. I think I have brought a
number of instances to the notice of
this House where public servants,
willingly or unwillingly, are likely to
be influenced by various contractors
from abroad and their local agents
providing them with various facilities
which may not be quite desirable.

This is a rather delicate matter. I
hope the Hon. Prime Minister will
take it up with ‘the Public Service
Commission and see whether they
cannot issue a general instruction
which will be of help. I do not want
to put it higher than that.

Some tim& back there were
instructions issued to public servants,
members particularly of the diplo-
matic service, about attending func-
tions. There were some instructions
issued, I remember. A similar thing
has to be done in regard to public
servants who have got the discretion
of recommending various things. It
is desirable that such instructions
should be issued so that such occa-
sions would not be provided for
persons to be influenced directly or
indirectly by agents of foreign con-
tractors. That is a matter you might
look into..I am only raising it as a
general matter. %

eDDOBY Desn.
({@@ Gl GoT LD GT )
(Mr. Keuneman) -

This matter has been referred to
earlier, but I am sorry there has been
no action taken on it. It is about, the
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anomalous position of having on the
Public Service Commission a mex_n})er
whose wife is a very active political
personality. I refer to Mr. L. J. de S.
Seneviratne. His wife is a Member qf
the other place and has been a candi-
date of the United National Party at
elections on more than one occasion.
She was not successful but she was
nevertheless a candidate.

Quite apart from the fact that the
spouses of other public servents are
expected to maintain a certain degree
of political neutrality under the
Public Service Commission Rules
even of not attending political meet-
ings, very undesirable position can
arise or probably has arisen. Every-
body knows that after the by-election
at Pelmadulla, there have been a
number of cases of persons who are
public servants who were accused of
working or operating in one way Or
another for the opponent of Mrs.
Seneviratne, and all these cases would
eventually have to come before the
Public Service Commission. It is the
Public Service Commission which
will have to make the final decision.
Therefore, I think it is a matter that
needs some type of correction.

I am not accusing anybody. It is
necessary®*that the right thing should
not only be done but should also
appear to be done. A number of
charges have been made public on
the Floor of the House and elsewhere
that discriminatory treatment in
respect of certain persons has taken
place. I am not going to make those
charges here because I do not have
the facts to be able to come to an
independent decision on ‘them. But
the very fact that such charges are
being made and are made by persons
who cannot be regarded as irrespon-
sible makes it all the more necessary
for those in authority and especially
the Hon. Prime Minister, to come to
a conclusion and ‘to see what can be
done about them.

Obviously there are two solution
Kithegr Mrs. Seneviratne should stoslg;
her political activities or her hus-
band should cease to be where he is
It°30eS not matter to us how the
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problem is solved. When this matter
was raised—I think it was the last
time—I thought that Mr. Seneviratne
would take note of that and take
action on his own. As that has not
happened, I think it is time that the
Hon. Prime Minister gave his mind
to this question. I would urge him
to do so.
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(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
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SIS BY Scan.
(8. Qaarine)
(Mr. Keuneman)

What about the matter regard to
Mr. Senevira‘ne ?

ady %’36’?@ ced 55Ny
(Cserras 1 1 of Creprugs)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I do not see what solution can be
effected now. This matter was taken
up earlier. I think hon. Members
went in deputation to the Gov-rnor-
General also. I have no power to
remove Mr. Seneviratne.
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 292,714

for Head 8, Vote No. 1, be inserted in the
Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 8, Vote 1, ordered to stand part of
the Schedule.
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Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 32.300
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 32,300

for Head 8, Vote No. 2, be inserted in the
Schedule,” put and agreed to.

Head 8, Vote 2, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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fIEAD 9.—AUDIT OFFICE

Vote No. 1—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Es. 4,047,362
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Question, ““That the sum of
Rs. 4,047,962 for Head 9, Vote No. 1, be
inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed fto.

Head 9, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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Vote No. 2.—Administration *Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 480,600 -

“9 2 G8oud 2 B» wddWme weww
& 4,80,600 2 e ¢ OCF AMWO HFWED DG
g’ @ & De S0um» ¢y, BwmuddWm
Ses. ‘ :

9 2 BPewgd 2 O» wOIBw ¢u e AW
Gwd cmnluy WOwud B @) <8 Beww
wéx» cL

“9 b sy, 2 D UITEGLUGID eHLUT
4,80,60Q orelamdllpn Crisstiu@ons ”  eTepnb
ey @S0 LG ansé QsnereniulL. g.

9 gyib g,?mi:_'u_;, 2 P uns@ELUGHTD L el der
u6v (@R slor wit's LiewfléELILLL g

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 480,6 )
for Head 9, Vote No. 2, be ingerted in’ﬂgg
Schedule,” put and agreed to.

Head 9. Vote 2, ordered
of the Schedule. 8 stand oo

3 9 uOPMG—WEH ™ —YeAd® Swed,
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ans@uueny @, S—uMluneend Qe eser—.ops
o FUQuTBL Gswvey enun 12,000

Vote No. 3.—Administration Ch
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 12,035983_-
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 12,000
for Head 9, Vote No. 3, be inserted in the
Schedule ”, put and agreed to.

Head 9, Vote 3 ordered to stand part of
the Schedule.
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HeADp 10.—OFFICE OF THE LEADER OF THE
HouUSE or REPRESENTA;’IVES

Vote No. 1.—Personal en%oluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 79,575

“10 2 &8oudB 1 D wd®dmes wmew
Si. 719,575 8eG ¢c¥ eCAMBD N DG
GRs”’ @ & s Tum CEY, Bemsddn
Sea.

L
10 2» &Boud 1 9» wdemw ¢% oFaA®
0B omOum mIwud BIs um =8 Bewo
WS G

“10 g s%0y, 1 b ersEUUeILD, or5 .«
79,676 w1t ey BzrdsiLGLns ” 6raph )
AN@ESLILILB 1D msGlaEn meriulL g.

10 g0 H%0Ly, 1 2yib euné@ULETD 2L oyl
ey (W2t LeslEsIU L .

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 79575
for Head 10, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed o.

_Head 10, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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s00Mw—1G® i D—E&HEHB
Jwe®, &. 6,250

ars@Luend @6, 2,—urllnees .OQlFaveyserT—
Be@ aumd Gewe), epur 6,250

Vote No. 2.—Administration Chgrges——-
R&urrent Expenditure, Rs. 6,250

2 9%

“10 2z BEewd 2 2» wldme wgm
Si. 6,250 = 8@ ¢v o AWED aMewy WG
@e” e g’ e S0um GEY, wwmnddn

Ses.

10 2 E8cuB 2 9 wWOEHG 8 e AP
Gwdl cwmnluy ;IO BBw @) «&8 BHowle
DS L.

“10 oub 5%y, 2 24D @TSEGLUUEIILD EHUT
6,250 9 ailewrllm Gridsuu@Gons ” erepith 6@
NGE&sLILG emhmys CEmereriulL g.

10 24ib &2y, 2 oph UTEGLLGTLL 2L L612a0T
ulen (9)2e1 Wil LenllEas L g.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 6,250
for Head 10, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule,” put @nd agreed to.

Head 10, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

11 2» &E8u—Bewidny OFYH
O ACowW B N BcnEes

1 2» u09ne—mmie ©&7ac ozadafd
BIMI wn By @z, &. 57,045

11 opb gy —19r 5 6 Saser sy
co—rl@;f-glem;@ré ‘@%vsun; ROV YN0
anré@uuenh  Qev. 1, —ueluerenflen o o5
Ga. sevrpLd Slm 119 & e L, g5. 57,045
Heap 11.—OFFICE OF THE LEADER OF THE

OPPOSITION IN THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

Vote No. 1—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 57.04

“1M1 2» &8ouB 1 9» wdome B

. 57,045 » QG ¢ e A®w ADESY DG

a6’ w» sl e B0um cE, uwmudom
Scs.

11 2 B8cud 1 2 =wd®emu ¢ e Ax

eudB owmluw wmSw¢d e W) w3 Bewdw
DS G

“11 b s%0ny, 1 241D GDJI_T:S?(.goL'fUGISUTLb, ]

57,045 9L alamilln  GerdgsliLu@uoms
L ]

afl@) el@ssLILLB &) mi& Qs mereriuLL g.

6T gmJLD

11 96 g%viny, 1 2D UTSE LTI 2Lt oudemT
uSe c@?@mywuumﬂgﬁuuLL@.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 57,045

for Head 11, Vote .No. 1 be ins ]
the Schedule”, put, and agreed ei'gr?ed ;s

Head 11. Vote 1, ord
ofncthien Schedule. ored todind parg
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Swee, . 1,550

uMTG@GLLELD (6. 2, —ufureers ClFNeYS Hi—
Bam® e Qeewey, esur 1,500

Vote No, 2. Administration Clparges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 1,550

“q11 2 &Boud 2 D wOIME W
. 1,550 > §¢G ¢® oC M« FDES DE
@ze” o g 56 S0um EEsY, wwuddn
S¢a.

11 9 &8cud 2 2» wddme ¥ eCaA®

cud omdnw mOwud BBw @y «& Beww
Dém GE.

“11 oy Sy, 2 24D QUITE (HLIIGNRTLD  PGLIT
1,650 @it euaoillph Grisasliu@ors ” oTeiLd el @)
ABssLLLE anmié CsTeTerTiULL gl

11 oy 5%, 2 b QUTHEGLUGRILD )L 6 T
Blev @it LeRlésIULL &

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 1,550

for Head 11, Vot® No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule,” put and agreed to.

Head 11, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

12 25 &8e—oBeléen occmld
@D (28Ge®@m o woed &a
ACR DE

1 9 slomu—mBe 2HRC cvalolnm 83
2B wo B Lo, & 14,06,746

12 gyib g%ﬁrjq.—*@gﬁ‘g@ ) Zor 55 &GN LD
(LT T IT(GHLDET D o GIreahiT & FLIGGT
@iré@lueIn Q6. 1,—uafwmenfes 25ahd @M
Gausarpd Sim UG SAH0, - 14,06,746

HeAp 12.—DEPARTMENT OF ELECTIONS
(PARLIAMENTARY AND LocAaL BODIES)

] Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 1,406 746

eCw € 9HeIRD .

(&5 Qavenad] @wmﬁgm)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)
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00 ® ® DSE Vv CLHWER D
R DO NéEE WO Beasy esy
cwdE @ YEmwsy SEHMB. YIOBN
90 U Bewm DO cwe HILNE O
S Reamesy. dc cORLY @iy YCW
0 B&HERD B WEBD aB. densy
asy ged g O e [@080 S
@] cnb erne® O MmKew ©B5X
628, D& @ OBPS  Bew/S5e
265 cd. e 6c8Tend Tes REw .
[2ch DEE] cac crne® ale
N0 & 8 BRI 65) DD & G060 3.
ccenBbO®n QEd g EENEIB.

ol RRE ot BNNGD

(Qzor ey Lt af @a-@grrwé;asj
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
& exne® ¢ ?

oGy € 92l .

(&5 Qovewsd @mrsm%rgm)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

@Q@L@P@@" erndineed. [@th NS
9] e® Busyery ¢z WO BB
T . s

ol B 8. @8. ¢RIEA

(Caerres Lo :_C/"; 9y (@G QUi BT )

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

T m?@ @246 De&s AN

®

eCe € ©LrlRB .

(8. Qavawel] @eoreur ser)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

99¢ BDemREY g ®EFT DO AN
%Y. @98 WEB O eeéB MEE HS
@t sy 5O Bedryery. 926 Pemd By
2@ gudsy Ded 984 €d @B
Yot 6@sY M E endmned—

aé; BAMDEB’
(Qzer ey G & B BT F )
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

e W6 COB BHnG?

3353 o
(2y&@rmeEert)

(The Chairman)

A® time is short can you not take it

up before the Select Committee on
election law ?
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oG € 9220 Ow.
(2. Qavowell @ eoriouger)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

This will not take time. &16® »®
WOEOD B, s BDosery @y

DEBY O 833D TR,

&3 OGS
(Caerres ssssre)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)
D¢ B enrm wrleny ?

eCE € 9l ®w.

(5. Qavewal @emreur ser)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewaraene)

& Do O qalms’ ecerlm.
e C C endwecs e’ e mbenr s
w5¥ery BEHENR. detd corBs &
OD® mdenn NBDSen crn@e:8e 285
66 FENH®BD 6 WES HE M ORE.

NS WRBIGE

(Qzeorre &s55rs)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)
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eCE C 9ohiam .

(Bl Qovavell @anrour s o

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)
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S, 6@ i 88T B WEBDDes Bess,
50 D8 8BS @ e B 6B O
Eeso.

D& BWNEBPNOA, ccPOewmd BxYe
6gdC 22 BeA®»D. 680 8Rwd
»H® G 888 mber® G BENSw
6CO06mA 08 G BRDEeHBZO
Dé® W6 been Dl esry 5HBm esrs
e gedsWwsl BO® cReEH® B
Qedsy @aw WS cmm DY,
Ve  em®@wmBd e B
DETO D9 gedwswen ©€®» WS 8
Bedr D, a» ox’»n0 8
BB,

8. cu@ony bl D (D&hsym
o BV6 @Bed w¥EeluTn edmd)

(8. 1o Gagedpmer DS B an—ae» 5 &
Qsrifler, s pOmpLie Y idsler Lirrmen
et & ST she )

(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industries and Fisheries)

SEIB80F Bs8e ?
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eCt/ € iR Ow.

( Bs. Qavauet] (&ET GUIT ST )

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)
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gon’ o8wd Bwnged Rl Rl
snes. & 80 eubny e® EERGD 1)
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cc8w E88¢ eCes E08ed HSOT
23S0 el 6D . & e
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o Sedldensy Bemy JCH eCw &
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fli

o & BT,

@8

{E’:J

e sY ch.

(5. GQserier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The Select Committee that was
appointed—

23em3B
(g);é;@frrrgmff) .
(The Chairman)

I might remind hon. Members that
this time was fixed by the opposition.

sy .
(;@@ 6?55@':_0557)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I shall not take more than five
minutes.

s
(os@rrFeri )
(The Chalrman)

Yes, but five minutes more mean
twenty minufes.

adr DAE et NN
(Qzorres 11 ofl Cxenpruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

He does not mind sacrificing
Ex’ernal Affairs.

eBOBY .
(. Qaarier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Not in the least.
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@ndes 05y, 9. exedd
(sor Bl erar. erb. QuUCrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have never seen him so concer-
ned about d:scussing these things.—
[Interruption].

SN sY S¢xn.

(8- GQsarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The Select Committee that was
appoin g¢d 4to consider election law
has submitted a provisiong] Report
in which it made a number of
recommendations, most important of
which is that all transport should be
banned on election day. There were
a number of o her matters like that.
I want to know what the Govern-
meant intends to do about this Report.
This is a unanimous Report which ail
sections of the House and all Mem-
bers of ‘he Committee subscribe to,
and I think the sooner these itams are
placed on the Statute Book the
better.

¢.° 0. 5.45

It is true that the Committee has
besen reappointed to go further into
the matter, but I think the Com-
mittee would be dealing with much
more fundamental questions of

“election law, which reaall¥ do not
apply exclusivaly to election law—
things like the law of agency and
other matters that have arisen out
of the recent election petitions.

May I know from the Prime
Minister, or whoever is answerable
for this Vote, what is the Govern-
-ment’s intention and can we antici-
pate that there will® bz legislation
in'roduced shortly to give effect to
the recommendations of the Selzct
Committee in its Report ? There is
no mention of this in the Throne
Speach. There fore, we are still in the
dark about this matter.

One small point on the question of
registrations that are now taking
place: Quite a good arrangement
was made earlier in that representa-
tives of parties should also be drawn
into the verification of electoral
registers. Now, unfortunately, . the

190

position does not seem to be very
clear. At what stage is it intended to
draw in these representatives from
parties ? I think it will be useful if a
circular is sent out, either to the
repres&ntatives themselves or to the
parties, explaining in detail what
would be expected of these repre-
sentatives of parties and where they
will be allowed to come into the
process of registration and revision.
I found out from the Commissioner’s
office that they do not wish the
representatives to go round with the
enumerators. There may be some-
thing in that. But af some stage or
other they must enter into this work,
and I want to suggest that a circular
setting out the full intentions in this
matter be sent out to the parties.

®
ad DIAEC e NG
(Qzorres ' afl CFeypriuss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

As regards the Elections Commis-
sioner, the House is well aware of the
fact that he is answerable to this
House as a whole. He is certainly not
under any particular Minister as
such. I think the House is also aware
of the very satisfactory manner in
which he has been conducting his
work. I understand that when
various parties bring matters to his
notice, he tries to rectify what has
happened as speedily as possible.

There has always been this
complaint about the registration of
names. There were allegations about
various people, grama sevakas and
various others, who have to do some
of this work, inserting names or
dropping names and as a remedy it
was suggested that each political
party nominate a person, I believe,
for each polling booth of a .constitu-
ency, to represent that party and to
see that ¢hese registrations are done
properly. I believe that has been
done. But I think not very many
people’s names have been sent. From
the information I have got very many
hon. Members have not sent the
names of their representatives for
this checking. That complaint I think
appiies to all parties.
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Parties also have their difficulties
with their members who do not
attend to this matter. I must confess
some of our members too have not
attended to this matter but there is
this opportunity to see that nothing
irregular happens.

Sometimes on investigation one
finds that there is not much in these
allegations that are made. I
remember after a certain election it
was stated that 2,000 names in excess
had been registered of people who
were not there. This allegation was
made and the Commissioner sent a
special person to go into this allega-
tion but nobody came and gave him
any particulars. He was left to try
and find out things for himself. So,
sometimes peO}%le exaggerate.

What I want to say is that the
opportunity for each party has been
afforded to see that nothing irregular
happens as regards registration.

Then about the Select Committee
I believe the hon. Member for
Colombo Central is himself a member
of that Select Committee.

ey»esy dw.

(& Qs eorLo6DT )
(Mr. Keuneman)

There is a report.

aé DRE o ssNG
(Gz6r T ey L L ofl Creypruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

That is an interim report. But I
suppose till you submit your report—

e sY .

(& w..Qser L6 )
(Mr. Keuneman)

Not necessary. .

ad FRE otd NG

(Qaorrey L ofl Ca@pruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

That is what I understand from

the Hon. Minister of State who is
alsn a member of that Commitiee:

fi@w&“?ﬁm 535 CDCes
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oM sY V.
(8w QsarLoer)
(Mr. Keuneman)
On the matters that have been

referred to, you can.

aé, DRE o BNBNGD
(Qzorres L ofl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

But if you are bringing in legisla-
tion you should bring, the whole
thing a¢ once. 3

e esY .

(r@@ G & ot Loeor )

(Mr. Keuneman)

Some of the matters that are now

before the Committee do not directly
affect election law. There may be
matters that affect elections but not
that particular Ordinance. I gave the
example of the Law of Agency. The
Law of Agency is a general law. If
you examine that matter—

a& ANE ow PHNGED

(Qzorres 1 ofl Co@priss)

(The Hgn. Dudley Senanayake)

Then weecan examine the matter.

“12 9 &B8owd8 1 I» wlEmw e
G 14,06,746 = ®ec ¢ e A®DER FEIY
DE @M’ @ g e SVu®» Sy, wmwed
Om .

12 2 &8cuB 1 Om w9 ce e am
ewd o=l &.:q,&sa B @) &8 BVewdo
2Dé» G,

“12 g0 %0, 1 2b aurdEGUuend, .
14,06,746 <’ elaowlh Grissuu@uns ”  erepih

ey SBS5UULE adpesQETeTen UL, &.

12 eub s2viny, 1 24 eind@liuein 2jLt-a e

ey (RwrwiiesE L. ). o

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 1,406,746
for Head 12, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the ¥chedule ?, put, and agreed to.

Head 12, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of“'the'°Schedule.
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2 2 ul0mw—mmEy® o N—Y»&HLERHB
See®, &. 17,79,765

ans@uuen @Qe. 2—uflureerd CFwe)s6T—
BemBaspd Cewey, epUT 17,79,765

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 1,779,765

“12 D &8oud® 2 D wOOMw wewm
. 17,719,765 » YeC ¢ OC MW GDEW
De @e” @ & e Su® Y, vmsnd
@ﬁ) 5‘5- ® (]

L ]

12 2 &8oud 2 2» wddw 8 oA
eu8l omOu WmO«O RBw «F «& BVewliw
WD™E GE.

“12 9 s%UY, 2 2Hb QTEGULUGILD eRUT
17,79,765 <iLaorln Gsissuu@ons ” e gyith
all@ el@&&HILL G arh misé OlsmeTen L g.

12 oyt s%viiL, 2 9 QUTSGLUUEILD 2L 166w
ey (@it Lewflés L g

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 1,779,765
for Head 12, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

- Head 12: Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

3 9 u@0mw.—uey oW P—OCRD Tkl
Si. 20,0000

ansguuenh @e. 3,—uflureams GFee)s6T—248
sLQuTmL. GFavay, eRUT 20‘009

Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 20,000

“12 Om B8ocuB 3
Gi. 20,000 = 8eG ¢c¥ °oC AV FWEY WG
a6’ e go De IQum GEFY,

2 =B weew

BN Om

Ses. @

12 92 B8cuB 3 B w¥Ww ¢ e APewS

enue MmOwd RBe «P) «& Bowley DED
cE.

12 oub S0, 3 b ITEGULGRID LT
20,000 2L aeoruily Genseiu@ons * erennb afl@

NNPsELLLB arm msGlsTeTeriii L .

12 ope 5% 0L, 3 b euTEGLILIGYID )t ousmr
ey @Qemrutts LeRilGas L L .
Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 20,000

for Head 12, Vote No. 3, be insertgd in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 12, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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14 Doy EBo—bsmbwen 6 dogw
DOw) SEIC gBBDS
1 9 wOOMmu.—mnEe 9&7 AC owad «Gn o8
BB gosn B 2%, 4. 4,60,87,258
14 optb GEOLIL|—LIT GISTLIL] Qevafl efleuasirr
QYLD EF &I

anéguUamn @, 1—ueflumenies 24 @G
Ceu g ev1oLd S LY SEED, €5 4,60,87,258

Heap 14.—MINISTER OF DEFENCE AND
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

Vote No. 1—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 46,087,258

gsensd
(ysHTrFerr)
(The Chairman)

I think it is agreed that the Army,
the Navy and the Air Force be taken

together. ~
a8 D5Y. 8. eueld

(emvrrﬁr@ erer. erin. QuCrom)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
The Police also ?

23eme 5

(&8 rmaeurir )

(The Chairman)

The Police also come, under Head
14. Why do we not take up the
Police, the Army, the Navy and the
Air Force together ?

DEBND ceaniEtr e,

(5. Quiey’ Qeriievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

We want to discuss the Police sepa-

rately. The Army, the Navy and the
Air Force come next.

O& VVE o BNBNGD
(Qaorra, 1 ofl Caepriigs)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Why do you want to skip External
Affairs ? External Affairs comes be-
fore the Army.

DENE @B S,
(8 Quiey’ Qerisewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa) :

I have no intention of skipping
Ay hing, |
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N DD

(9 s&rraari)

(The Chairman)

Why do you not take the Police,
the Army, the Navy and Aif Force
together ?

AEsND R .
(B Quiey. Qemienr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
And External Affairs ?

BTNV
(oy&@rraari)
(The Chairman)

Yes. That has been done before. It
is nothing new.

DE5NR othRen Sew.

(. Qui@ Qeriiovr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

We have discussed External Affairs
separately, the Police separately and
taken the three armed forces sepa-
rately for discussion.

a6 RAE e »NNGD
(Qaorrey Lt ofl CaFE)priiss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Take the whole lot together.

ad 8. 8. @8, 9P
(Qaerrey 1o, (F. 9. @HeTouiser)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Supposing an invasion takes place,
we need the Army to defend us.

AE5nR ctaBen Scn.

(8. Quiey’ Qerdieovr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I thought the Hon. Minister of

Industries and Fisheries by himself
would be sufficient.

SECO%Y iy .
(8@ Qapedppar uGian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
Maybe,

aé DREC o 5N

(Qaersa L ofl Co@priss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Nobody is moving a cut?

Bewddn @38 EHACS
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ob o @m¥. EweddI®

(Qzerrau GCeg. 94 epuIaT S6vT )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

But we can speak on it without a
cut.

BeNBS

(2 &@rraari)

(The Chairman)

So long as there is an amendment,
you can speak. Are you gof moving
the ameadment ? .

@8e Y, 8. cueld
(soor f B erar. erib. QUCTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
Not on Head 14.

DEsNR othBesn Den.

(8. Qui@ Gerievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I shall move the amendment, Sir. I
have to discuss the question of the
Police. I had asked for a separation
of the discussion. It is they who
wanted everything taken together.

I move,
“That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10.”

Mr. Chgirman, it has been usual in
regard to tRe Police Force to make
use of the opportunity of the Budget
discussion to go into a full series of
grievances with regard to the rela-
tionship between the police and the
public and to make a series of com-
plaints on the assaults that are com-
mitted on,member’s of the public by
police officers whether in the course
of the discharge of their duties or
not.

I have no doubt that the present
occasion will also be made use of by
hon. Members for the same purpose.
As for me, I have generally refrained
from complaints of that kind except
where it has been absolutely neces-
sary. My own contribution in that
direction is to say that I am very
happ? that under the dispensation of
the present Inspector-General of
Policeithere has been a considerable
reduction of such complaints and
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there has been an attempt at better
relations as between the police and
members of the public, and that situ-
ation has meant a general improve-
ment in those relations.

Be that as it may, there are still
some officers who are not yet taking
the matter to heart ; persons who are
not fully aware of the changes that
have taken place in Ceylon for a
number of years and believe that the
old stricfly authoritarian attitude
that used to obtain towards the
public could still be carried on effec-
tively and that that this is the only
way of preserving law and order.

I trust that the process of change
that has been commenced by the
Inspector-General of Police will con-
tinue and that in particular the
younger men of the service will be
taught this very important lesson
about the maintenance of public re-
lations between the public and the
police. That is the principal matter I
want to mention in regard to the
Police Force,

On the other hand there are a
number of grievances in regard to
police officers some of which I have
mentioned before. One is in gegard to
the question of promotfons in the
ranks and the granting of increments.
The granting of increments to police
rankers, constables in particular, still
depends on the crude, old system in
regard to which the hon. Member for
Katugampola (Mr. Subasinghe) made
a very strong °complaijnt , here.
It is the crude system of how many
prosecutions — informations — have
been lodged by police officers in re-
gard to crimes, actual or imagined.
How many of these complaints re-
sult in court actions and how many
of them result in convictions ? A
general statement is called for in
respect of every officer in regard to
the number of offences so dealt with
and it is on the basis of that record
that the poor constable’s increments
and promotions are granted and it is
on that record that he is considered
to be a good officer. Hisgirecordois
considered to be good only”"6n “that

b ..
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basis. I grant that the Police Fozce is
a law enforcement instrument. That
is conceded. But when you concede
that it does not mean that the normal
conditiohs of public servants for
earning increments and promotions
should be used as a means of com-
pelling police officers to maximize the
particular objectives for which the
force had been created in order to
earn what should be the normal
emoluments of a public servant. If
you do so, you are placing a premium
upon lying, you are placing a pre-
mium upon harassment of the public.
I think it is all honour to those offi-
cers that they do not resort more to
that kind of thing in the particular
circumstances in which they are
placed. I think it is a barbarous
system. We are all regponsible for it,
in the sense that we carry it over
from year to year for a long, long
time, coming down from a period far
back in our history. But it is time we
gave 1t up.

I remember the hon. Member for
Katugampola (Mr. Subasinghe) rais-
ed this matter very forcibly on a pre-
vious occasion, this whole question
of the number of complaints that are
made being an essential ingredient in
considering increments and promo-
tions, particularly at the level of the
rankers.

Then there was a matter which the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota (Dr. N.
M. Perera) took up when he was
Minister of Finance and left it as a
legacy to the present Hon. Minister
of Finance, namely, the whole ques-
tion of certain categories of public
servants in regard to whom the pay-,
ment of overtime is on a different
basis from those whose hours of duty
are defined quite clearly as a nine-
hour day® It is really eight; nine,
with the meal hour. Those who are
called upon to perform longer stret-
ches of duty as part and parcel of
their conditions of work—doctors,
nurses, attendants, police ‘officers,
persons engaged in various other
publieiservices in the Health Depart-
ment—a number of categories of that
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kind do not have the benefit of over-
time payment on the basis of those
whose hours of duty are clearly
defined as a nine-hour day. &hat is
unfair where policemen are concern-
ed because it would appear that they
are on duty practically all 24 hours
of the day.

g. &n. 6

I would make the same compliment
in regard to those categories of
employees in the Health Department.
There was a memorandum put for-
ward on the instruction of the hon.
Member for Yatliyantota when he
was Minister of Finance by Mr. Van
Langenberg, who had retired from
service at that time but who was
prepared to help in this matter, for
the purpose of %etting this problem
settled from the light of his experi-
ence and his long association with the
Public Service. He made a very
close study of this question and I am
aware of the fact that there was a
memorandum in the Ministry of
Finance which was presented some
time in late August 1964. I do not
know what has happened to that
memorandum since then. I do not
know whetiter the Minister of
Finance will be able to get his Trea-
sury officials to fish it out. I myself
remember making a very cursory
perusal of the document at the time.
I had no official sanction for the
purpose of reading documents of that
kind at that time.

A& DY BshaD
(Cserres cuarel priiss)

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

You were offered a place but you
did not accept that.

DE5ND et Sca.

(Dp. Qui@) Qeriievr) .

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

That is a different question altoge-
ther. Be ‘that as it may, I remember
this document. I am unable to give
the details of what the document
contained, but I know it was a very
valuable document. It must be valua-
ble because it was a retivedapublie

Bewidm &x3B SeIncs
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officer who had done a considerable
amount of work. Unfortunately if the
Hon. Minister of Finance is unable to
trace that document we may not be
able to get a copy because that
officer is no more. I would like the
Hon. Minister, if he is unable to
trace that particular documant, to
have a committee or somebody
appointed to go into this question of
hours and conditions of service at the
Treasury and not leave it entirely to
a Salaries Commission to’dgtermine ;
they ar@ tied up with various other
representations and problems and
they never get down to the question
of terms and conditons of service.
They very raraly consider those
matters. That is why I would like the

Hon. Minister to have this problem of
the hours of work, duty hours consi-
dered. As I said, the hon. Membar for
Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M. Perera) was
at that time considering the introcuc-
tion of a 40-hour week for the Public
Service and in relation to,that the
question of the Health Departiment
and the police had to be considered.
That is why I want to bring to the
Prime Ministep’s notice that this
question of the overtime payment to
police officers is a considerable grie-
vance amomg polica officers. what-
ever the defined tarms may be, they
are almost considered to be on duty
all 24 hours of a day. For instance, I
know ,that police officers who come
here find other categories of public
servants earning qvertime for duties
performed in this hon. House, where
as they find that they ara= not given
the benefit of this 8-hour day nor are
they benefited in the way of over-
time. Now that is very unsatisfactory
and I would like the whole question
of overtime payment to the police
officers considered on a r2asonable
and rational basis to enable this
anomaly in regard to their overtime
to be adjusted as soon as possible.

@
Thers are a number of other
matters concerning the Police Ser-
viee.in regard to which I do not want
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to say anything here because I
know that a lot of material has bzen
considered by the Commission that is
Inquiring in'o the Police Force. My
only regret is that the commission is
taking a very long time.

NG DY BNk

(Qzerray QU G Gl 51T 1L &5 &5 )

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

They cannot devote their full time.
.. L ] 5

BEBNE ctaRemn .

(l@@ Guﬁ‘@g Q&ruienr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I do not want to enter into current
battles between this Government and
their erstwhile supportars whom
they appoint {o commissions, or the
Chairman of the Police Commission
and the Hon. Minister of Finance.
The commission that is inquiring in-
to the Police Force, is still sitting. I
know. No report has been made yet.

Now, Sir, I do not want to cover
the entire ground because a lo: of
matarial has been placed before the
comm'ssion in regard to a number of
matters—serious grievances of Police
officers which I think deserve the
close atten'ion of the Government
from the point of view ofgréfmedying
them. As I said before, public rela-
tions generally have improved, but
there has been a tendency on the
part of some police officers, fortuna-
tely not very many, to be politically
partisan in their dealings with the
public. That is not a very happy sign.
I men’ion this becdusz I ksaow. that
it can be corrected ; and I know that
the present Inspector-General of
Police is anxious to avoid that parti-
san bzhaviour on the part of his
officers.

The other matter I want to raise is
in relation to the Police Service, the
Army, Navy and Air Force. I am glad
to noté one thing, that is, after
several years of repetition, many
years of repetition, the Scheme, on
which work was begun when eth>
hon. Member for Dompe (Mr. Felix
R. Dias Bandaranaike) was Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of

3——30 16532 (68/8)
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Ex’ernal Affairs, in regard to the
setting up of a Widows’ & Orphans’
Pension Fund for the Army person-
nel—I know that he obtained the
services of an actuary in order to
obtain thz actuary’s report on which
that kind of a scheme to be based—
has now been started. Work on the
actuary’s report was commenced at
the time the Hon. Member for Dompe
was handling Defence and External
Affairs as Parliamentary Secretary,
and I must congratulate the Army on
obtaining, at long last, the benefits of
the Widows’ & Orphans’ Pension
Fund. I trust that the same thing is
being extended to the other Armed
Services as well.

a& 25Y B
(Cserra QUGN &l /51T 1L & )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

Why do you not congratulate us
for doing it ?

DEND ctnBen S,

(5@ Quiey’ Qsriievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Let us all congratulate ourselves
on the belated grant of something
which should have been given long,
long years ago. You did not give it for
nine years ; others did not give it for
nine years ; but at least they have the
credit because they took the first step
that was necessary, that of obtaining
the actuarial report. If you want to
be congratulated that on the basis
of that report you have done this,
I am prepared to congratulate you.

The incremental scales of other
ranks still remain woefully inade-
quate. What used to be the equiva-
lent of 4 cents a year, with something
like 20-odd cents once in five years,
still remains in operation. ' It is a
legacy whith has come down from
the remote, almost pre-historic past.
I think it is time that we got these
things removed. z

I know that in récent timés the
present heads of the services have
taken steps to correct the Pukkha
Sahibdiiattitude which used to be in
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the services in regard to those who
had not obtained their education
through the English medium—a
tendency to look down on them,
beginning with the Army, going up
to a slightly more oppressive position
in the Navy,K and rising fo an
absolutely intolerable situation in the
Air Force. The Air Force had that
attitude persisting for a much longer
period because we had the British
other ranks here for a much longer
time on the ground that the poor
natives of this country did not know
how to man an air force.

I am glad that some steps have
been taken by the present heads to
combat this attitude, but you find it
still persisting—the Sandhurst out-
look. It has led to a lot of disastrous
consequences in certain African
countries, which the Hon. Prime
Minister is well aware of. We can
do a little less with Sandhurst tradi-
tions and a little more with local
let wus
adopt the most modern methods in

regard to the management of the
forces ; but, in the conditions of
modern sociaty and life in the world
today, it is not likely that our armed
forces will ever be called upon to
fight.—[Interruption]. I gaid, it- is
not likely that they will be called
upon to fight in a major war.—
[Interruption]. We  are slightly
better now ; but there was a time
when we had a grand Navy of one
ship! There was an occasion—I
believe, a Coronation Ceremony in
the U. K.—when our forces were sent
there for purely decorative purposes,
and an English newspaper carried a
large picture of “Vijaya” on its
front page extending across seven
colums, with the headline: * The
Navy is In”. That was Ceylon’s
Navy at the time. We are a little
better than the Swiss Navy.

ad 8. 8. @l aDEXB
(Qaerra to. (F. . e ser)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
We have a large fishing fleet,!
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A& snd @.2&35’:3&3 &cs.
(5. Qui@)L— QFmriien)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I am entirely in agreement with
the Hon. Minisier of Industries that
we would do much better to spend
our money on a fishing fleet. How-
ever, I have nothing against the very
worthy officers who man our Navy.
That is not my complaint. As long as
we have them let us see that they are
properly looked after, despite the
fact that we are not likely te engage
in any ®major naval battle in the
Indian Ocean in defence of our
shores. Nor is it possible that our Air
Force will be used for the purpose of
supporting ground forces in any
kind of major struggle.

&. &, 6.15

8. gul® cnOR @wi. (S WOD
G¢ OYy))

(sg@L1 GTib. @WewSGT (LPHLDLDS ( Blwinesr
9B G Beur )

Mr. M. Izzadeen Mohamed— CAppqinted
Member)

We have our ambitions !

AEsnd ctndd .
(B Qui@. Gerdevr)
(Mr. BErngrd Soysa)

I am glad that the recently
appointed hon. Member (Mr. Izza-
deen Mohamed) has brought a new
outlook into the Government that has
appointed him. He would like to
bring back along, with a new Prak-
rama Ugaya, the days when Parak-
ramasBaku of old marched across to
Burma and annexed Arakan. Probab-
ly, the newly "appointed hon. Member
is giving the new Parakrama Bahu
also the same ambitions. I do not
know in relation to what country,
which neighbouring country, our
armies are expected to march. I trust
that more enlightened political
opinion will prevail.

23 Oesn.
(Qﬁ;) & LI 515 )
(Mr. Subasinghe)
Maldives !
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DN ctnBw S,
(8. Quie Qerdieur)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Yes, the Maldives. As a peace-
loving and peaceful country I trust
that Ceylon will be spared any of
those horrors of aggressive wars
against anybody, despite the hon.
Appointed Member.—[Interruption].

It is always easy to make fun of
our armed forces. They can be
mobilized for useful purposes. I
know that during the last galamity
that hit your particular constituency,
Mr. Chairman, the Army turned out
to do very useful work and I would
be the last person to decry the use-
fulness of the services rendered in
situations of that kind by these
forces, the Army, the Navy and the
Royal Ceylon Air Force.

Any light-hearted remarks that
may be made need not be interpreted
as decrying the valuable services
rendered on such occasions by these
forces, byt commensurate with the
amount of money that is spent we
have to find out whether this is a
worthwhile investment. What is the
refurn we get as a developing coun-
try, as a poor country engaged in
development, on the basis of the
money that is spent ? -

@

When I consider the money that is
spent in regard to the newest and
latest weapons with which you want
to equip these people, I am just
wondering whether this money is
well-spent or ill-spent. I do not see
the reason for it. Why should we
spend so much money on elaberate
equipment which may never have to
be used and which in any situation
may be futile and the using of those
weapons will be futile? I see no
reason why we should waste money
on the newest kind of guns, unless
of course the Hon. Prime Minister is
preparing for a civil war. I do not
know. If that is so, then we would
like to be informed of that fact in
time.

That money which you spend
could be used to give better terms
and conditions to those employees,
the poor other-rankers. I justdoonot

i 5
1968 gemded

w27

206

see the reason why we shoulq spend
all that money on that kind of
weapons. The conditions of other-
rankers, particularly, require the
closest _attention from the point of
view of remedying their grievances
for this reason—I mentioned this
before to the Hon. Prime Minister—
namely, that they cannot form trade
unions, and the conditions of military
discipline make it difficult for them
to come and see even a Member of
Parliament to state ‘their grievances.
I know that a number of army
personnel came into disfavour with
the authorities and even were sus-
pected of designs against the Govern-
ment merely because it was reported
that they had seen or that they had
spoken to certain Members of Parlia-
ment. What they discussed was not
known nor revealed, put since they
had seen certain Members of Parlia-
ment that was held against them. In
those circumstances, I say, the Hon.
Prime Minister must provide some
form of organization or some means
by which these grievances could be
redressed, by which any ranker who
has a grievance will be able to have
his case heard at the very highest
level. I should like the Hon. Prime
Minister to give his mind to it. If he
does not want to take all that work
on to himself he can delegate that
task to somebody in his Ministry, an
Assistant Secretary or some such
officer to whom these people can
have access without necessarily
having the fear of being penalized or
victimized on the ground that they
have sought to canvass somebody
higher up in regard to a genuine
grievance which they may have. If
that should be done you provide a
safety valve, a very necessary one in
regard to grievances that otherwise
keep on fesiering and can. cause
much harm. These matters are
common toll the there forces, name-
ly, the Army, the Navy and the
Royal Ceylon Air Force. I mention
them because I am particularly
anxious about other-rankers who do
not have the means-:or the connec-
tion in very important places in
onderdzton. place their grievances be-
fore tie powers that be,
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The Gratiaen Commission Report
is a very valuable one. It took several
years for the pay scales recommended
so many years ago in the Gratiaen
Commission Report to be = imple-
mented even partially. The Gratiaen
Commission Report suffered from one
initial infirmity, namely, that while
the leading officers of the armed
services were able to go before
Mr. Gratiaen and place their
grievances the other rankers had no
spokesman of their own, and the
Gratiaen Commission only heard
whatever was transmitted to them
allegedly on behalf of the other
rankers by the top officers of the
armed services. That was not at all
satisfactory. We are not at war. If
we are at war the conditions that
govern the meting out of justice, the
measures takén for disciplinary
action may even be justified. But we
are not at war and 1 do not see why
some of the normal rights of an
accused person in regard to even
Public Service Commissions inquiries
—it is not the rights of a person in a
court of law—cannot be given to
army personnel. We are not at war
and the disciplines of the army is not
going to be eroded in such a manner
as to affect the security of the State.
We are not likely to be at war. I just
cannot understand why the same
rigid conditions that apply and that
are used in Western armies or armies
that are engaged in battle should
apply here. Is it not possible to
maintain discipline without all those
rigorous conditions ? Why is this old,
elaborate, antiquated and out of date
and perhaps in some instances even
despicable procedure of court marshal
gone through in regard to disciplinary
matters ?

I think we should scrap all these
nonsense: You have a situation in
which the poor person whe is brought
up for a disciplinary inquiry can
really get no justice and can never
feel that justice is really being done,
because whoever comes forward to
defend. him is also of the same officer
caste. The person who is presenting
the case against him and the person
who is passing judgment 01 hin ‘are

Bewd by Sr3S PeaEms
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persons who meet to gether at the club
and exchange views and who are 1n
a position to influence e‘ach other in
various ways. In those circumstances
the person who goes up for a discip-
linary inquiry has no confidence that
he will receive justice. I think we
should get rid of this antiquated
procedure and at least give _these
persons the rights that obtain in the
Public Service in regard to discipli-
nary matters where punishments may
be required. . s

These. are matters that I should
like to place before the Hon. Prime
Minister. I think we are carrying our
armed forces intact without much
change, coming down from the past,
the days when imperialism ruled here
and sought to establish certain tradi-
tions in the native forces which they
recruited, as they said, for the
defence of the British Empire. We
are carrying those traditions intact,
unimpaired, into an age of indepen-
dence and of progress, an age in
which the common man’s rights and
the civilization that has been handed
down over the centuries to our
people, the traditions of this country
and the culture of the people of this
country, whatdver race they may
belong to—these have become more
importamt. We find this anomalous
situation of the Sandhurst traditions
unnecessarily impinging upon the
lives of the people in the army in
such a way as to distort the position
out of any kind of relationship to the
realities of life in this country today.
I would like that the matter be re-
considered from that point of view.

We have had a plethora of com-
missions—the Contracts Commission,
the C. W. E. Commission, the Tele-
phone Tapping Commission, the
Police Commission and what-not. I
would suggest the appointment of a
really worthwhile commission to
inquire into the whole matter of the
state of our armed forces and what
can be done to reorganize and reform
them in a proper way. If not, I hope
the {’rlme Minister will take it into
his head to see that some changes are
made of a worthwhile character for
whicho'we all would be grateful.
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a& o8, @b, BeddAs

(Qaormey Gop. gyi. sweur ser)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Permit me to say a few words on a
matter that all those who love the
freedom of the individual and freely
elected Parliaments feel deeply con-
cerned about.

What is happening in Czechoslova-
kia is not only the suppression of the
freedom of a people, the overrunning
of a fre§ dountry by outsiders, but
the snuffing out of a reformi%t move-
ment within the communist countries
a movement which, if it properly
materializes, may have as important
consequences to the World as the Re-
formist Movement had in Europe 400
or 500 years ago.

It is, therefore, necessary that
without passion or anger we who are
elected to this Parliament by the free
votes of the people should discuss it
and express our opinions.

Czechqgslovakia was a creaticn of
the Treaty of Versailles after the first
World War. She had a splendid re-
cord as a democratic country and her
people were known as profound and
far thinking writerseand scholars.

In 1938, unfortunately, she was in-
vaded by the Germans, gndeafter the

end of the Second World War she
regained her democratic freedoms.

In 1948 the Stalinist regime again
suppressed her and imposed a strict
authoritarian and totalitariarr rule
over the country. Gradually, with
the disappearance.of that regime in
the Soviet Union itself, the countries
bordering the Soviet Union, particu-
larly Czechoslovakia, Rumania and
Yugoslavia, began to adopt their
own way of thinking as to how Mar-
xism  should be implemented.
Rumania and Yugoslavia, particu-
larly, concentrated on greater free-
dom of movement as far as external
relations were concerned but did not
adopt the far-reaching reforms that
Czechoslovakia had been implemen-
ting for the last four or five years.

A great impetus was given to this
movement, which started in about
1956, by the 22nd Congress. of the

1 & .
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Communist Party of the Soviet Union
After the death of Stalin and with
the new regime in the Soviet Union,
thinkers, and politicians were trying
to finds ways and means of getfing
rid of totalitarianism and of giving
more freedom to the people to ex-
press their views, and this found ex-
pression in the 22nd Congress of the
Communist Party in 1961.

One resolution was important
because it gave ‘the key to what was
happening in Czechoslovakia. That
resolution said :

‘The dictatorship of the proletariat’
was gradually being replaced by °the
State of the entire people’.

Whether that was some modification
of the Marxist theory of the State
withering away, or ,whelher it was
a step in that direction, I do not
know, but the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union itself thought that
it was time that the dictatorship of
the proletariat be replaced by a
government of the entire people.

Now, this gave an impetus to the
people’s movements in those three
countries I mentioned and particular-
ly in Czechoslovakia. The encourage-
ment given by certain sections of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union
made them speed on with their
reforms.

At the beginning of this year, in
initiating those reforms, the National
Assembly found obstacles from the
ruling regime, and during the first
three months of 1968 Mr. Novotny
who was the head of the Govern-
ment, the First Secretary of the Com-
munist Party, was replaced by
Mr. Dubcek whose name is on

everybody’s lips, and Mr. Svoboda
was elected President. -

& on. 6,30

On the 10th of April a series of

resolutions were proposed which was
called “The Programme of Action ”

and it is this programme, | think,
that has created much of the trouble
that is now being faced by the
people of Czechoslovakis.
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I would like to mention to the
House what some of the articles of
the programme of action are. I
would like to mention ten of them
because it shows how far-reaching
has been the attempt made by the
Czechoslovakian people to initiate
political and legal 1eforms within
‘the framework of a socialist economy.

Now, that is important. Not that
they wanted to go back to capitalism
or some other form of government;
they wanted certain changes within
the fiamework of the socialist
structure. They did not seek to
abolish or to amend the socialist
structure, but they wanted to give to
their people, to the representatives
of the people, to the judiciary, to the
executive, to the press, those funda-
mental freedoms which ‘they thought
were part and parcel of the pure and
undefiled Marxist movement.

The Programme of Action has
many parts, but I would like to refer
to ten of them. The first one was the
new constitution which guaranteed
freedom of association and assembly.

Now, those who knew the situation
in Czechoslovakia would know how
important it is that there should be
a guarantee of free association.
Under the old regime, organizations
were abolished; they were not
allowed to elect their office-bearers
or representatives. That was imposed
from outside and even organizations
such as the “ Soko” scout movement
were dissolved.

Now, under this programme for
the granting of freedom of associa-
tion and of assembly it was going to
be permitted to the people of
Czechoslovakia again to form their
own organizations, not ngcessarily
political, maybe social, maybe clubs
for exercise and games, but they were
to be given freedom ‘to form them
and to elect their own office-bearers.

The second was the guarantee of
freedom of opinion and expression. A
special Bill was to be brought, in their
Assembly giving these

freedoms:
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Censorship was to be abolished.
Censorship was discontinued after
Dubcek became First Secretary.—
[Interruption].

Dubcek had discontinued the
practice and this was going to be put
into the statute book by law—
abolition of censorship by the
National Assembly.

The Czechoslovakian Press which
was a great force in bringing about
these reformist movements was
going to be given freedom ; and the
radio and television were also to be
given equal freedom under the
second resolution.

Thirdly, religious freedom was to
be assured. Those who wished fo
participate in the building up of
socialism were allowed ‘to follow any
faith they liked and to express it
and to practise it.

Fourthly, legislation was to be
enacted giving freedom of movement
within Czechoslovakia and outside ;
people were permitted to travel
abroad, live abroad, and the iron

curtain, the mine-fields and the
barbed wires on the country’s
western _ frontier, were to be

dismantled. e

Sixthly, fundamental freedom was
to be guaranteed under constitutional
and procedural law.

Now, we who live in a free society,
whose courts are free, do not quite
appreciate how it is like to live in a
country where the courts are not free
and the poliée state survives. All
those against whom certain actions
were taken by the previous regime,
people who had been dispossessed of
their properties and put into jail,
were to be rehabilitated, and ‘the
entire Police State that existed as a
survival of the Stalinist regime was
to be dismantled. This is one of the
fundamental programmes of the new
government. The Police State was to
be d#smantled : the primary source
of all past violations of legality and
humaniorights, Parliament pledged
uéguivocally to abolish. |
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I would like to read the relevant
passage dealing with the dismantling
of the Police State :

“The position, organization, personnel
and equipment, working methods and
training of the State Security (Police)
must be directed to the carrying out of
its function, which is the protection of
the State from the activities of enemy
centres abroad. Every citizen who is not
implicated in such activity must have the
certainty that he will not be subjected to
surveillapcg, by the State Security on
account Qfe}ﬂs political convictions and
opinions, or his personal creed #nd activi-
ty. The Party categorically declares that
this apparatus must not be designed or
used for the solution of internal political
questions and differences of opinion with-
in a socialist society.”

Now, that was one of the {funda-
mental and important freedoms that
this Programme of Action wanted to
implement in Czechoslovakia. This
declaration was to be adopted by
Yugoslavia as well as Rumania in a
short time. The National Assembly
then was to be given the full status
of -a free Parliament, as a free
Parliament functioning in a democ-
ratic republic. It was to be the
supreme organ of control of public
life ; there was nat going to be
control outside Parliament. Govern-
ment was going to exist at the will
and pleasure of Parliament, just as
governments in this country exist,
just as when a vote of censure is
carried the Government must resign.
'The Government of Czechoslovakia,
a Communist Government, was going
to place its life in the hands of the
ireely elected Parliament, and not on
any authority outside it. Enactments
were to be brought in the Assembly
and any withdrawal of confidence by
the Assembly meant that Govern-
ment would resign. Any vote of
censure on a Minister or an officer
would mean that that Minister must
resign. These were the fundamental
changes which this Programme of
Action wanted to initiate in
Czechoslovakia. Therefore, the
National Assembly assumed, unlike
in some other countries which have
adopted Communism, and like in
democratic countries, the position of
a sovereion legislatura  ancwerahle
only to the people thatoeleatesl ait.
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And, equally important, the repre-
sentative character of Parliament
was to be created by new democratic
elections to be held before the end of
1968, eo that any party could be
elected as the Government and the
Government would be subject to the
Legislature.

Then the Communist Party itself
adopted a far-reaching resolution.
The Communist Party, which formed
the Government and to which
Dubcek and Svoboda all belonged,
said, “We are not going to hold
authority in this country by virtue
of the fact that we are communists or
a communist party. We will depend
upon the voluntary support of the
people. We will refrain from
dictating our will to the people and
will continue to strjve to earn our
authority by our own achievements,
by persuading the people at the
elections, by holding elections, by
listening to the voice of the people,
by realizing once elections have
been held that we have to go back to
the people when the elections are
due and to ask them to give us their
vote to continue our authority.”
They did not intend to govern by
divine right, as kings did in the old
days and as some comsnunist parties
in the world still do, but they
thought, “We should go beyond the
stage where we are now a dictator-
ship and hold our office by our
achievements and by the trust the

people place in us at elections held
from time to time.”

Now these were some of the free-
doms that the programme of action
had ensured to the people.

And, finally, the independence of
the judiciary was to be restored. The
judiciary, which at this time was
subject to the executive,-was going
to be given complete freedom, and
the necessary laws to give courts full
freedom, and lawyers full indepen-
dence to appear before the courts and’
to express their views, were ts be
enacted by ‘this Parliament. _ '

Now, all these ten resolutions, |
which form »nart of the reforms that
theoparty of Dubcek was introducing,
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were in keeping with the Universal
Charter, of Human Rights as passed
by the United Nations, and there
was nothing outside it.

The people of Czechoslovakia were
completely behind their Government
in these reforms. Whether they are
an extension of Marxism or Commu-
nism, whether Marxism or Commu-
nism as a system of Government can
afford to have these democratic free-
doms, I do not know. But certainly
one cannot deny to a free people, if
we accept Czechoslovakia as being an
independent country and the people
as a free people, that right—the
democratic right which they had of
electing their own Government and
ensuring to their people freedom of
expression, freedom of election, free-
dom of oppositjon and freedom of
the judiciary.

Those, by and large, were the only
matters in the programme of action
initiated by Dubcek and Svoboda
which brought upon them the wrath
of, without mentioning the names,
the Warsaw Pact countries and
induced them to trespass upon their
independence. |

I do not wish to say anything
which may sound harsh or unfair, but
I think it is our duty in this Parlia-
ment to voice our strong support, our
unqualified support, as was done, I
think, by this House when Hungary
was invaded. There was the most
eloquent speech of the hon. Member
for Agalawatta (Dr. Colvin R. de
Silva), at that time, I think, the
Member for Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia,
on the Resolution moved by the
present Minister of Education. 1 was
not in the House then, but I read it.
I read it several times. The brutality,
the aggression, that killed the free-
dom of the.Hungarian people, was, I
think, a guide to what we should do
ourselves today. For an assembly
such as ours dedicated to the free-
doms of qur own, it is equally right
for every party in this House with-
out exception—it .is not a matter
which affects only the Government,
or the UN.P. or the constituent
parties of this Government|-orooily
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the Opposition or the constituent
parties of the Opposition ; freedom, I
think, is indivisible, not meant to be
preserved in one segment and to be
destroyed in others,—to say unani-
mcusly that the people of Czechoslo-
vakia should have the freedom fto
initiate a free democratic regime
within the communist framework or
even outside the communist frame-
work. What right have we to say that
a particular theory of government or
an economic theory is ggod for all
time ? But that does not arise because
never dig the people who formed the
Government of Czechoslovakia say
they were not communists, or that
they did not want to preserve their
communist regime, or that they
wanted to withdraw from the War-
saw Pact. Voluntarily they permitted
forces of the Warsaw Powers to be
in their Czechoslovakian territory.
That question does not arise.

&g on. 6.45

Therefore, Sir, speaking for myself
and as an individual I think jt is our
duty to know the exact situation pre-
vailing in that country, to know that
there was a movement which, if it
took its full course, as I am sure it
will, no powere however great, no
power however possessed of atomic
bombs or divisions of men and arms,
could suppress. It is a freedom that
the people cherish. I am sure this
movement will grow not only in
Hungary, and Yugoslavia and
Roumania, but within the great
Soviet eUnion itself before long. It
has made a beginning there already.
By the way, President Svoboda was
treated*wheén he went there with all
the honours that are due to him. That
was not done in the case of Hungary.
It shows that there is a spirit of free-
dom animating the people who form
the great communist countries to-
day, and therefore, in our country. I
think it will be a shame if we do not
pledge our friendship, our loyalty
and our support to the cause of the
freedom of the people within the
communist regimes, Czechoslovakia
being _an example. Those people’s
fight for freedom is to be written in
the history of mankind as a great
epie:
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(The Chairman)

Order please! The Hon. Deputy
Speaker will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair,
and MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair.
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(The Chairman)

I do not think the hon. Member
should say that the Hon. Prime
Minister lied. Please withdraw that
statement.
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(The Chairman)

No. I was listening closely, and
you said that the Hon. Prime Min-
ister lied. So, will you please with-
draw that.
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(The Chairman)

How is all this relevant to the
Committee stage of the Budget dis-
cussion ?
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(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)
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O& VY RISowy
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(An hon. Member)
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Gbe oMY @l ¢ BT o
(soor s Qsrevdler opr. 9. Heveur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I wonder whether the hon. Member
for Wattala (Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
could tell us what his position is on
the latest Papal Encyclical. If we
must pronounce ourselves on every-
thing in the world, he should pro-
nounce himself on something near to
him and to the organization to which
he belongs. Do you accept the Papal
Encyclical on birth control or not ?
Say that here first, after that we can
talk about Czechoslovakia.

eBCEOsY Hesfiory @c.
(Bm. Qaperppsr sywGien)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

We are speaking on Czechoslovakisa
now, not gn Catholicism.

el e S5y &, < 8D

(ser & Qsmevel)sr YT+ 19 @6561;11‘)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Yes, it is catholic. What'is your
advice to those Catholics ? Do not be
dishonest. People will be found out
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[@&nde emnE 8 8. ¢ 8F &)
if they are dishonest and they can-
not cover themselves up with the
tragedy of Czechoslovakia to hide
their own cowardice in the face of
their own persons. .

cBCEOsY wn .

(8. Qoporpper susan)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Dishonest ? How can you talk
about dishonesty ?

PNl o s @l ¢ BT

(ser 5l 5 Qareveler opi. 19 Heveur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Why do you not answer what your
position is on that Encyclical ? That
also concerns our foreign policy in

this country.
@

CBEOBY oy D

(8@ Qapevpper guGiman)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

I shall speak you do not worry.

-

g8 e Sy @l. ¢ T

(serflE Csreeer YT 19 Seveur )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

You will ngt. You will shut your
tongue and your mouth and go home

and ask your parish priest what you
ought to do.

38985753
( gyé@gn‘&mﬁ )
(The Chairman)

Order please ! We have had enough
of it now; let us get on with the
Business, before the House.

e o Sy &, s &S D
(sor 5% Gareveier YT 19. Saveur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

When people interrupt in g state of
inebriation with their own ideology,
we must deal with their ideologies
direct. We can deal with Czechos-
lovakia, and when we deal with it you
would not like it. .

Other people may like it, but you
would not ; it will rub into,yeu.

| ;@wga‘é@‘@ﬁ@ e
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W Cu (500

cuEOsY Hwlorn S,

(B@. Qapesppair QuibiEan)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

The hon. Member for Agalawatta
will not deal with it, either inside
or outside this House.

arn8e o35 @l. ¢ S8

(saor A5 Qaroder oyi 19 Goar)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

We shall deal even with the Pope
when it is necessary. A

BB
(ys@rmFer)
(The Chairman)
Order, please!

@@G”a:mf Leation e

(B Qapedpper guiGinian)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

We accept Papal infallibility.

oNnBe awmmcE 3y @s, ¢ BT
(soorpls Carevder oy 9. Heveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva) .

I do not accept infallibility but you
do.—[Interruption].

IS £
(&% rrFeri)
(The Chfirgan)

Order, please! Hon. Member for
Agalawatta.—[Interruption].

arnde ey @, ¢ BT
(sr¥ G Qe er 9T 19. RAeveur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Yes, Sir, I shall obey you, but not
that man.

BN

(y&& mraeri)

(The Chairman)

Hon. Members who are Senior

Members should not behave in this
manner in this House.

eBE Oy Sy ®cs.
(B@w. Qappper euBien)
(Mr?® Shelton Jayasinghe)

He is the loud-mouthed Member
foroAgatawatta.
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BINTH
(ys@rraeri)
(The Chairman)
Order, please !

B emET3Y @d. ¢ 8
(sarple Qsreveier oyi. i3 Hovaur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

He thinks that he is privileged to
interrupt people when they talk. We
did not interrupt the Hon. Minister
of State; we let him have his say.
And just'pécause he has—I repeat—
his ideologically inemriated "cohorts
behind him we are not going to be
interrupted by them. I sat quiet here,
why cannot he ?

CBCECOBY sy e,
(B Oapevpper suBdan)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Untruths have always got to be
contradicted.

HNndw eS8y @&. ¢ B8E,

(&mf;rﬁ‘@- Qaroveller opi. 19 Peveur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Your own lies will be shown up
here. I repeat, when you have dared
to tell your position here on the Papal
Encyclical, then we shall listen to

you. Coward !

BEeNTH

(&8 rrFeri )
(The Chairman)
Order, please !

@@G’@m" Sestbory O¢.

(8. Gopsopper spubivan) * o

(Mr. Shelton J ayasinghe)
Loud-mouthed Member for Agala-

watta, have you changed your
colour ?

#HHéw eIy @l ¢ 8

(soorflG Qarevdar oy 19 Heveur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Yes, Sir, what is the use? What
does it matter in what colour he can
yell. He is a Junior Minister behind
another shouting Minister and® we'
know to deal with them both and a
few more if necessary.

-_— "'
o ! !!bl g@@w;m
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CBEOBY Loy Swn.

(B Qapapper gubliian)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

I can shout as loud as he can.

BENISY

(&G rrFeri)

(The Chairman)

Order, please! If hon. Members
are going to disobey my Orders, then
I need not be here.

BDde emmE 3y @d. ¢ BCD

(&@Wﬁ@ Q& rovehl Gor DT 19 Seveur )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Dishonesty should not be left un-
answered. = The hon. Member for
Habaraduwa is trying to make his
point. Nobody interrupted the Hon.
Minister of State wh®n he was try-
ing ‘to make his point.—[Interrup-
tion]. And I say, so long as I sit on
this Front Bench I shall try to co-
operate with you in preventing in-
terruptions of junior Members of this
House.

SBEOBY oy e,
(8. Capevppar gubian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghes

You cannot get away from un-
truths.

Gndw o sy @8, ¢ 8T
(s 55 GQsreovefer 9T+ 19 @éoeun')
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Every lier must tell an untruth.—
[Interruption]. He had become a
Minister’s qohort.

NP

(o s@rreert)
(The Chairman)
Order, please !

Pndw MmO @&, ¢ BED -
(s0r 55 GQasmoveler 4T, 19 Fveur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

In order to get a biscuit contract
thendies: he uttered !
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e3eNB3H

(288 rrFeri)
(The Chairman)
Order, please!

SBE OBY esfcay Do,

(2. Qapeo ppasr guiSran)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

That is why you got more than one
biscuit.

gl omn 3y @8, ¢ 8T
(serplG Qareveller opr. 9 Revaur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

That was where you got first and
that was about Carrs Biscuits.

e 0%y Hwiic-mn .
(8p. Qepavppeg suRrien)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

He knows how many biscuits he
has got.

@ emmE Iy . ¢ BT,

(soorpls Qsradler oyi. 19. Feveur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

These are matters we want to get
them to do in a responsible and dig-
nified way agd not by interruptions
by these temporarily and ideologic-
ally inebriated people—[Interrup-
tion].

S3eNBA
(ysGrrFeri)
(The Chairman)
Order, please!

B omnE Sy @8, ¢ 8T
(sar 55 Gasreeer 9. 19 Foeur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

He thinks he is on a hell of a high
wicket, he is in no wicket &t all.

58
£ g{é@fr&m& ) .
(The Chairman)

Hon. Member
please keep Order.

for Agalawatte,

\--'!W
Bewlddn €538 sedaces
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8w o8y 8. ¢ 8E

(aoorpl & Qareesier oy - Seovaur )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Until he dares to speak on his posi-
tion on the Papal Encyclical I for one
will not be impressed by anything he
says about Czechoslovakia.

cu@EosY Lwi.en Own.
(5. Qapedpper guibiian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)® °*

He is butting on an act ‘to cover his
weakness.

BENSB
(Sy&@Traer)
(The Chairman)
Order, order!

SBE OsY Loy .

(&l Qagavmp ereguiSman )

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
~ He can shout as much as he can:
it does not impress us at all.

BENSHR -
(qua%@mrécm#)

(The Chairman)
Order, pl®ase !

gnle oIy @d. ¢ 8T
(sr g Qaredlar oyr. 19 Reveur)
(Dr.*Colvin R. de Silva)

The hon. Member for Habaraduwa
is entitled, to have® his say.

S Tl

(,_ch’-ﬁ@ﬂ“ﬁ‘&fmff)

(The Chairman)

I have already told him that. The

hon. Member for Agalawatta must
please keep Order.

@-3@350& @‘@3@?@5‘3? égag. < &GP@m
(sovr B 5 Gasresher QYT 19. Reveur)
(Dr, Colvin R. de Silva)

I am now on people who interrup-

ted the hon. Member for Habara-
diwa,
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@'@({Oﬁ}'n Eiicny Q.
(&l Cager ) e QU EaD )
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
It was unasked for.

Hdnde emmE ey @d. ¢ 8T
(@oor bl &) GQesrovelsor 9T 19 Hevaur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

It was unasked for ? On the con-
trary, you asked for it and got it.

@&s(jfafa‘;f’ Eestdory e

(8. Qapavppesr euw@rian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
I can give back as much as I get.

Gl e @d. ¢ BT
(sorpl5 Qsredler oyf. 19 Seveur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

You cannot because you cannot

even stand up to give it back.

G LS.
(:g);zz';@mrgc:fn%)
(The Chairman)

Order, please! The hon. Member
for Agalawatta has, had his say.
Other hon. Members have all had
their say. Why must the hon. Mem-
ber for Habaraduwa be igtetrupted ?

cBE OB Sy @cum.
(8- Qopdppar squSsian)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe) .
Paid defence is sometimes very
vociforus. o
L] °

L
S i = o= P DY)~ =i T S 3
015 E BCREH » D, (6:7060)
(B ev_rars Sossrsear—GCsr G )

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne—Kotte)
What is he talking about ?

LN Sy

(55 mraeri)

(The Chairman)

The hon. Parliamentary, Secretary
must not interrupt the hon. Member
for Habaraduwa. I do not think that
remark was meant for the hon. Mem-
ber for Kotte.

43D 16532 (58/8)
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q'ijaaf‘ﬁ-s& csmCE oY {;33 € S

(@ 5l &5 Garavaisi __{25,}. 195 Hevourr )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I did, not order biscuits under false
pretences—[Interruption]. I did not
ask for agencies for biscuits under
false pretences.—[Interruption]. I
am not going to see the hon. Mem-
ber for Habaraduwa being interrup--
ted by people with biscuits in their
tummies.

QECE Oy Cwliodxy @

(5. Qopeppsr squBman) -
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
Nor with them in their pockets.

I S R e

(a8 mraari)

(The Chairman) L4 :

Now that enough compliments
have been exchanged may we con-
tinue with the Debate, please ? Yes,
the hon. Member for Habaraduwa.
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(Mr. C. P. J. Seneviratne—Parliamen-
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It being 8.30 p.m., the Chairmman left

the Chair to report Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit
Ggaimgon Wednesday, 28th August 1968.
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