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The House met at 10 A.M., MR. SPEAKER
gﬁHE Hon. S. C. SmrLEy Corea] in the
air.

GO eEavute 8ooe
FTtnOss s 1 u‘,ﬁﬁr&‘sir
PaAPERs PRESENTED

Report of the Ceylon Tourist Board for
the period 1.5.66 to 30.9.66.—[The Hon.
J. R. Jayewardene.]
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Ordered to lie upon the Table..
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STATE PLANTATIONS CORPORATION :
TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES
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(Mr. B. Y. Tudawe—Matara)
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V) D s QoG ser ?

asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power: (a) How many of
the employees of the State Planta-
tions Corporation have been appoint-
ed on a temporary basis ? (b) What
are their names and addresses?
(c) What are the posts held by them ?
(d) Why does the Corporation conti-
nue to employ these persons instead'
of recruiting persons with a know-
ledge and training in agriculture,
commerce and finance ? (e) Why is
is it that in this matter the State
Plantations Corporation prefers to
follow a policy different from that of
the other State Corporations ?

o& & 8. ¢ 8 (9R8, n8&nbe
o 800 G1@bi—ydavm @R GVNDY)
(Qzorrar 2.°09. 4 Qoaw—sasre, B
LT & 60T ,
QU(IHLD )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister o3

Land, Irrigation and Power and- Leades
of the House)

(a) Nine. (b) Mr. K. H: de Silva,
Yahalatenne/Dippitiya State Plani.
ation, Pujapitiya ; Mr. B. N. Harris,

Berel)en & Y NUDE & (WD - F@ALL (1P B
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Vatawatta State Plantation, Yata-
watta; Mr. W. D. L. Wimalatunge,
Habarakada State Plantation, Tawa-
lama ; Mr. D. C. K. Dorairaj, Mr. S.
Luxmanan, Miss. C. Singaratnam,
Miss. N. Singaratnam, all of Pallekelle
State Plantation, Pallekelle ; Mr. A.
de Zoysa, Castle Street Stores,
Botella ; Mf.' N. S. Ranhotty, Yata-

watta State Plantation, Yatawatta.
(e) (i) Temporary  Assistant
Superintendent ; (i) Temporary
- Superintendent ; | (iii) Temporary
Assistant Clerk; (iv) Temporary
Accounts Clerk; (v) Temporary
Assistant Clerk; (vi) Temporary
Assistant Clerk; (vii) Temporary
Assistant Clerk; (viii) Temporary

Caref™™emm(ix) Temporary Assistant
Field Officer. (d) (i) Mr: K. H. de
gilva is employed in place of an
assistant superintendent who has
been interdicted. (ii) Mr. R. N.

Harris is employed in place of a .

superintendent who is on leave, out
of the Island. (iii) Mr. W. D. L.
~ Wimalatunge is employed in place of
an assistant clerk who was under
interdiction, and has since been dis-
missed. (iv), (v), (vi), and (vii)
Pallekelle State Plantation was taken
over recently and until such time as
permanent appointments are made,
-emiporary appointments were made
som residents of the estate. These
posts have since been advertised and
‘permanent appointments will be
made shortly. (viii) Mr. A. de Zoysa
is a temporary caretaker of a tempo-
rary stores. (ix) Mr. Ranhotty was
temporarily employed in place of a
dismissed field assistant, until a per-
manent appointment was made. (e)
Does not arise, in view of (d) above.
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SPORTS STADIUM FOR MATARA
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(Mr. Tudawe)

dmuy cdh @dBeasy @y I
w: () ey 5 B FOBBR
98sY @b (FcdF®) HRomscar’

5 VG

‘.\

500

s RO e WS Hod ®ENID .
50.000 =7 & ¢y QT s Lnen
B  8:&0Bc a8y tuememEnrd
Dy D@y . 60,000
ernd® @B s O sy 5Y&he ?
(qn) 6O BECOBIW mBDO &Egaed
Bl DS Benesy, Smd Spnen S
@by and emed cw 3D5¥ B0
30 9@ cx¥mdne ? (Q) c®® BRew
med ROwp GBS e’ B¢
300 el D On BEHEY DEHG !
(3) c@® Bcorer DOHD G
wésYesy @D ?
CrPumwus Geames _yYeDFFDTE CaLL
@ : (=) CsPuwus CFamal B Brwr_®
s e ApELD LD S PUTe AT WL
TS EHD ST
QarPésLiu_Berer
rEsep  papTg GHoT
wrl Qs spsh apod soflwri__ efpr”

L_Jﬂi}@ g{mmﬁuiﬁfb&fa
aﬂsmués@ eRUIT 50,000
O @erLien SiujLb

BLG & enur 60,000 Qersstiul Berert ser
LGB el gg){;&axﬂr&? (25) @aelidon
Wl L TEE SIS Lpy LTSS D
FETEDUEGLD TSSOD  DIGD DY Gt o
wur @& spssBpElotie smsabap
DIGOLD lrﬁsvafsusm:g - gjaur oy Paursm ? (2)
B)GIHGT T LT R E YT S P &S
BT s B G pETET ST TG S &
oyoui GHLOBaursT?  (F) B)eueh oL
LrE@E gyains@ Cady rlGLir g1 9TIbLI
LD (LD ?

ET LD

asked the Minister of Nationalised
Services : (a) Is he aware that the
Mitistry of Natfnalised Services and
Sports has granted Rs. 50,000 to the
Matara Urban Council for the con-
struction of a Sports Stadium at
Matara and that the Ruhunu Sports
Club of Matara has collected
Rs. 60,000, being proceeds of a carni-
val they had organised ? (b) Is he
aware that there is a difference of
opinion between the Matara Urban
Council and the Ruhunu Sports Club
in regard to the construction of this
stadium ? (¢) Will he state the reason
why the commencement of work of
the Stadium has been delayed so
far ? (d) When will the work on the
Stadium commence ?

= O
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(Qzerren off. @ F&sHTE—6FRLLLWL
‘ Crag QY NLDE FIT )

(The Hon. V. A. Sugathadasa—Minister
of Nationalized Services)

(a¢) Yes. The Ruhunu Sports Club’s
collection was a sum of Rs. 51,423. (b)
No. (c¢) Delay in the commencement
of construction was due to delay in
preparation of Estimates. (d.,) The
Urban Cougcil has now got the plan
drawn by an Adviser-Engineer. The
council has informed the Ministry
that construction will begin shortly.
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INTERDICTED RAILWAY WORKERS: MR. I. P.

SILVA AND OTHERS
2. WD . (PH8s SDxf. D8,
ce686r—w8uwsY ent—ed%Q)
(B sra—asarfls  orar.
QuCrrmr—uwi g uwrpCsri e —ariurs)

(Mr. Tudawe—on behalf, of Dr. N. M.
Perera—Yatiyantota)
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T Qg Srer&dr eipriseHendy, QUen I
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GLUTTr ? () gers &FOLOTLOTS (@)
aer Qansends@s Qar@ssiiu’ L. Qurg
F5 Gorens ererer ? () Cealdn smosiu®
wGe® plrgomss Qsrifererd Dmp g
yeoaldrsl uss gypdlQams ydarrr?
(eer)  gymmerrier, GCupsmpu LTS
g Curaiiurerefl (Bohp 5 oymefli_
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FIQU S D Govanrig i Bl s Tl

Lrrmr ?

BLaug & er@LITTT ?

asked the Minister of Communica-

tion: (a) Is he aware that Mr. 1. P.

Silva (staff number 60448), Mr. H.
L. Amaraprema (staff number 60449)
and Mr. A. A. Sirisena (staff number
60456) who are ordinary members of
the Ratmalana Railway Workeres’
Union are still on interdiction ?
(b) Is he aware that the Railway
Department has neither reinstated
these three ptrsons nor served charge
sheets on them despite the fact that
two years and two months have
elapsed since their interdiction ?
(c) Will he state the reasons for this
and also state who is responsible ?
(d) What sum of money has been
paid out so far as half-pay to these
persons ? (e) Is he aware that the
Railway Department recovers from
1ts rowerkers the loss arising as a
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[gEred @]
resuit of work being delayed ? ()
If so, will he take action to recover
losses from those in fact responsible
for them ? (g) Will he take action
to reinstate these three workers
without delay ?

ol 8. 8. @¥. 9#dam (D8 »
o 8eERC @®B v wENINwD)
e2529)

(Qserrray o 1F. Y- &6 T FT—DES
Qarifie, sLpAmPe yowssi—CUTES
AUT G g IYNDE FT—F T LTS )

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena—
Minister of Industries and Fisheries—on

behalf of the Minister of Communica-
tions)

(a) Mr. 1. P. Silva and Mr. H. L.
Amaraprema have since been re-
instated. Mr. A. A. Sirisena is still
under interdiction. He was involved
in MC. 28125/C and has since been
acquitted. The court record has been
called for and a final decision will be
made thereafter. (b) Does not arise
in view of the answer to (a). (c) The
delay was due to the fact that there
were two M.C. cases in which three
persons were involved. The case
records had to be obtained and
examined before a final order was
made. (d) The amount paid to these
three employees as half-pay and
other allowances during the period
7.2.66 to 31.7.68 is Rs. 12,377.46. (e)
No. (f) Does not arise. (g) Does not
arise in view of Answer to (a).

emcdc ey gCcm» A0 ek
o B ween o0y A&
Myey Ganelser aumm@ghn Gseralliug Elunsen

TENDERS FOR THE PURCHASE OF TUNA BOATS

3. @8 &Y. 98, euedd

(seorfG erer. orib. QuUGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
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asked the Minister of Industries and
Fisheri®s: (a) Have tenders been
called for the purchase of Tuna
Boats ? (b) If so, what is the closing
date for these tenders? (c) Were
these tenders called locally or were
they world wide tenders ? (d) Why
were documents not sent abroad to
ourr various Messions in order to

enable all interested to submit
tenders ?

aé B 8 @l 9m:mdEA»
(Qaorroy 0. 1§ i @eTour G )
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

(a) Yes. (b) 10.4.1968. (¢) Tenders
were published in the local Press and
tender documents were sent to the
following  foreign missions in
Ceylon :—Australia, Belgium, Brazil,
France, Netherlands, Japan, Peru,
Spain, U. K. & U. S. A. (d) See reply
under. (e).
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MR. D. ROBERTSON, PEACE CORPS

6. @€ 8, & emBum &882Q% ,@n.
(@R 5Tecnd ) — (D, 8. R DS
O, —o@sn I5NDI)

(8w ern. 1§ 1 Qerdier Qe sar—
Lﬂgyaurfé@fm;—r@gﬁ. GTGW. I®. LIGRTL_ITIT
o

BT & S—&GIDLIGD—& T LTS )

(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena—
Minuwangoda—on behalf of Mr. S. D.
Bandaranayake—Gampaha)
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EERC 8o @ 6@ &edd
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asrenfl, Srourser, (leardlons Y OIDEF F T &
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L5156 S ) S/ ir i w_Bpey @&reHr L
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LTeRr  gyplsmsan  yIEFT  @FsamL

W8y FwrinQliursr ?

asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power: (a¢) What work is the
Peace Corps representative, Mr. D.
Robertson, doing in the Co-operative
Youth Farm in Veppankulam in
Trincomalee ? (b) Will he table a full
report of his work in this House ?

oG 8. 8. ¢ 8B
(Qsorra &. (. 9. SAeveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

(a) Mr. D. Roberison is a Peace
Corps Volunteer attached to the
Youth Settlement Scheme at Veppan-
kulam in Trincomalee District. He
has received training at the Inter-
national Rice Research Institute. He
assists the Officer and the youths in
their field work. He lives.din, the

1968 geededzy 31 = ]
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Youth Scheme and works in the field
along with the youths. (b) The
answer is the same at (a) above.
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WATER FOR KANTALAI COLONISTS

7. ¢ ol 8028 Sw—
(8. 8. DeFabrnwe B, 6D5320)

(& 9. QlErdienr Q‘ﬂsuirgw_'@@, orow-

[e. UGa:OT!_ﬂ'J‘(b‘!Twé;ﬁ—-afﬂ'lfuﬂ'E)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. S. D. Bandaranayake)

QBE, BB an 8¢ ACw OB
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ser geuir QFdieursr ?

asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power :, (a) Is he aware that the
Peasants in the Colonization Scheme
in Kantalai are given water foy only
3 acre for cultivation this season ?
(b) Will he arrange to give water
first to the Colonists and then to the

Sugar Cultivation Project in Kanta-
lai?
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aé 8. 8. ¢ B

(Quorrey &- G- 19 faar)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

(¢) The peasants of the coloniza-
tion scheme had been given water
for one ac.e for cultivation for Yala
1968. (b) Water will be given to the
colonists for the full extent for the
Maha season and for a portion of the
extent in Yala season depending on
the water in the tanks available for
that Yala season.

DS BN DB
(FUTBFTUST g,ywﬁ‘&d‘r}
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 8.

& Commmmisy D165 5 2ED. cOTNGEW
(eF2ed @ DOSD 28ae @OB)

(Qsor T sor Bl G L GeriL) & TS E—
o or s Heusmr g;mwézmi)

(The Hon. Dr. W. Dahanayake—
Minister of Home Affairs)

I want a month’s time to answer
the Question.

gef ¥ O emme @lduw H8L0 Beww

DB CE-
Seoar  LHLWG B & 516G FRAUISI&GES
s Sl UL g

Question ordered to stand down.

céL BG© seiewy S . B, S
eCa® eomn: &G Gt eI,
5. Liflemy. @eIsLo, Qu. @. =., aI°DIGY
URTSS @ULESE ¢ LlogeEs GDHDF FTL.BEEGT

MR. W. WALGAMA, D. R. 0., HURULUPALATA
NORTH : BRIBERY ALLEGATIONS

9. ¢ GtnEtH 23828 Ow. ©6®F

BHE G BRBNGD Dcs0.—S DD
c2mR0)
(8. 9 QEmienr @ﬁﬂ@ﬁ{@m—-@@.

mzngﬁﬁfﬂuﬁw @&@pmué&-‘-mg@n’é Q—aFmrr
LTS )

(Mr. de Zoys3a Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. Maithripala Senanayake—Meda-
wachchiya)
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs :
() Is he aware that the people of
Hurulupalata North have made re-
presentations to the Bribery Com-
missioner and to him of charges of
bribery against Mr. Wijaya Wal-
gama, Acting D. R. 0., Hurulupalata
Norti#? (b) What action has he taken
on the representations made to him ?
(¢) Will he cause an inquiry to be
held into these allegations, if noft,
why not ?
& Dl cONGD

(G)cssarﬂra; acamrré.?{é} FEHETUES)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

() cbé n&d sem B ICH
el B §1806® BETHE BB 2 @®
Oeond B&TAD g eDIgHrN FY
e w00y omibgedd eETBwsY
D . »HRebe wen o0 24
ccemm B8® gesy @6 & I
29m Ge 1968.6.24 8xn®y ecorled®n
25 8ef 20TN0 Emn NS weon s
SRS Rl EOMNCISI ) O q?m"aes‘f 20
@B gues GBmusy wensy emnd
. ce cUmEY =l Bven HMD
c28sY BeR. () (g) amD ™ 6By
DA, (@) (&) gD &1 60 B
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WDSIBNGDHS
(Furprusr syeurser)
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 10.

@a& @adnde NG

(Qserrey sorfle SSprwsEs)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

I need a forinight’s time to answer
this Question.

[ ]

gD O D gi8ew B899 Bewde

DEH 8.

dleymeas wHLMEmp BLardases: sworufsss

St Gmullh_ il e gy.

Question ordered to stand down.

DS 5NN
(FurpTrUST S6urser)
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 11.

a5 &8 8. ¢ 8C
(Qserses &. (5. 19 Goveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I need time to collect the informa-
tion required to eanswer this

Question.
[ ]

®
8a’ D O S 9fSum BSVY Boww
DEB CE.

d@momar wHGmep SDarssEGs FwinlEss

SUL Gl gy.

Question ordered to stand downe

SIOSD oy ewmISs, °
1968-69
2558 @ wCsrsr, 1968-69
APPROPRIATION Brrr, 1968-69

W BedBE wem ACH CE— [voRw
gooed zp 28]

[DSimneDn® eusnsdid 3a.]

Gwalley rmultupmg.—[Csid& : 28 eseni]
[eunprusr waiiser %m0 d s sMiser.]

Considered in Committee.—[Progress :
28th Awugust].

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chairg i ed by Noolaham @buR&iio#,500,000.
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26 D BB —sD1B on @dsY I
8E&Ae g@imsddo

1 9 wddRe:—m8e Osfde cvadofsr

E8H8 vy eRBww 0% &. 16,229
26 b FAWIY—FER, UL
g{&)wéfffﬁ'
auns@Lueh, @w. l.—uefurenfler oens@ML:
Causaraph ) Uy sensd, @5. 16,229

HeAD 26.—MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoiuments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 16,229

gESuxwy WéP C¢ WewAdWe [godT
28] :

“Des RBw GBuF coulx gR ne
@®. "—[ &0 cw&m Sw.] A

WBsMgatuc, Bpmssib [28, o)

“ang@glusorin 10 gsuteunsd  @GapmssUuGer

3

SIT&

—I 5. Cuentl Qemusn]
Amendment moved.—[28th August] :

“That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10 .
—[Mr. Bernard Soysa.)

gdDe ¢ wmBEA =™ém ¢
S@ Bann 16 HubutiQubhng.
Question again proposed.

@d. od. & ¢ & Ow. (6e85D8).
(8. i Ceg. 8. . Goer—Clsel meur)
(Mr. R. J. G. de Mel—Devinuwara)
Mr. Chairman, I would now come
to the question of the engineering
and technical side of the Ceylon
Broadcasting Corporation. We feel
that the loss of popularity of the
overseas beams of the Ceylon Radio
has been largely due to the poor
transmission and the break-down in
the efficiency of the engineering

section of the Broadcasting Corpora-
tion. ‘

I see in the Estimates that under
Head 26, *Vote 7, Economic Deve-
lopment, a sum of Rs. 6,300,000 has
been provided as a grant o the
Ceylon Broadcasting Corporation
for expansion of transmitting ser-
vices and studio facilities, I also
note that foreign aid expenditure
from the Federal Republic of Ger-
many has been earmarked in a sum

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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BNSH
(os@rraerr)
(The Chairman)

fs the hon. Member going to take
a long time ? We have to finish this
Head by 11 o’clock.

e & Q.

(Mr. de Mel)
‘Only about twenty minutes more.

[ would like to find out why this
preference has been given to West
Germany. At the moment it is an
accepted fact that probably the best
raiio equipment in the world comes
from n. There are a number of
other countries, both in the socialist
world and amongst the Western
countries, which could provide very
good transmitting equipment. We
are aware of the control the stran-
glehold that Voice of America
obtained over our radio services by
loaning some transmitters a few
years back. I would request the
Hon. Prime Minister to be careful
and to ensure that to the Voice of
America we do not aiso add the
Voice of West Germany over our
radio.

[ am aware of the tie-up of certain
officials of the engineering section
with certain West German interests.
‘We should be careful about these
tie-ups if we are to preserve com-
plete non-alignment in our broad-
casting policy, and complete non-
glisnment in our foreign policy,
which is sometimes reflected even in
broadcasting policy.

2. on. 10.45

1 am aware that the tentacles of
foundations like the Friedrich Ebert
Foundation are extendifig over our
radio and press. The Central Intel-
ligence Agency of the United States
‘acts in various devious ways, Very
often not directly but through other
foundations in West Germany and
50 on and so forth. I am not making
any allegations ; I am only asking
the Government to be careful of
these new alignments.

Bewddn @578 ©HACw

e il

I would also ask what has hap-
pened to the transmitters at Diya-
gama ? Six new transmitters were
installed in Diyagama. It was
expected that these six new trans-
mitters would provide an efficient
service for the Ceylon Broadcasting
Corporation ; that they would even
be able to take over some of the
work which is now being done
through the transmitters provided
by Voige of America, thereby gra-
dually freeing ourselves, from the
tentacles of Voice of America.

I understand that out of these six
transmitters only four are function-
ing efficiently. I understand that
two are not functioning efficiently
due to various technical and other
defects which can easily be rectified
if the engineering section gets down
to the business. I would request the
Hon. Prime Minister to look into the
question of the transmitters at
Diyagama to see that full utilization
of these transmitters is effected.

There is a certain amount of
waste, confusion and incompetence
in the engineering section of the
Ceylon Brogdcasting Corporation,
which is probably the most incom-
petent &ide, the weakest link in the
whole brdadcasting chain. I would
request the Government to start a
scheme of reorganization in the
engineering section, where there are
certain very efficient officers who are
nows not given a chance to show their
skill. I remember one Mr. Buell
He is an excellent engineer, but I
know that he *was never given a
chance to prove his work and mettle
in the radio service.

Then I would come to the paren-
nial question of Voice of America.
Voice of America still continues to
function over the Ceyion Broad-
casting Corporation. There was an
old provision in the agreement with
the U.S. Government that the
Ceylon Government reserves the
right to vet and control all broad-
casts done over our radio station by
Voice of America. This condition is
normally fulfilled in the breach.
This vetting was never done pro-
perly. I know it was not done

512
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properly even in my time because
the question of vetting all pro-
grammes over a broadcasting station,
as the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
will agree, is a very difficult thing.
In actual practice it is very difficuit
to fulfil. But now I understand that
Voice of America transmits its
programmes not from Torrington
Square, as they used to do, but from
Seeduwa, which makes it still more
difficult. { In the olden days Voice of
America transmitted thefr pro-
grammes from the main station in
Torrington Square. There was a
certain amount of control and a
certain minimum amount of vetting
at that time. But now that Voice of
America has shifted its headquarters
to Seeduwa, I understand that Voice
of America has become a law unto
itself.

These are small matters, probably
trivial matters, but these small
matters sometimes can preiudice our
policy of complete non-alignment in
foreign relations.

I remember the time in the old
days when sometimes the Ambassa-
dor of the Soviet Union, or the Am-
bassador of the People’s Republic of
China or even the High Commis-
sioner for India used to come char-
ging to Radio Ceylon to tell me that
certain broadcasts had gone over the
Voice of America Programme which
were prejudicial to their interests
and which prejudice our policy of
complete non-alliance in foreign
affairs. The Voice of America broad-
casts are a dangerqus thing and the
sooner we get rid of this Voice of
America canker, this running sore in
our broadcasting organization, the
better it is or this country. I think
it would be a good day both for
broadeasting and our policy of non-
alignment.

I remember the Prime Minister
asked me last time why I did not do
this in my time. I gave him the
answer then. I made a very strong
recommendation when I was Direc-
tor-General of Broadcasting that
either we should cease this Voice of
- America broadcast—it is a small mat-
ter, a few million rupees-—or, we
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should extend the same f.acilities to
all other countries, which would
make the situation worse confounded.

I would also request the Hon.
Prime Minister to give us some sort
of guarantee that although the Voice
of America broadcast transmission
has shifted to Seeduwa, some type
of vetting of those programmes will
take place in the future to preserve
our policy of non-agignment in
foreign affairs.

Then there is this question of out-
side recording by advertising agents
and private firms in the Commercial
Service and its sponsored program-
mes. All this work which is now done
in private firms can well be done by
the Ceylon Broadcastinass®orpcra-
tion and revenue can be earned by
the Ceylon Broadcasting Corpora-
tion by doing its work within its own
studios if the engineering section
were to function efficiently.

I would also refer to a racket
which is said to have occurred in the
Comercial Service of the Broadecas-
ting Corporation on its Tamil and
Hindi beams. I would read an article
in this connection which apeared in
the “Sun” and in certain other
newspapers. It is headlined :

“Joint Probe by Ceylon and Madras
Police—Millions raked in Film-Radio
Racket. ”

It goes on to state:

“A crack police team handpicked by
the I. G. P. has bared a multi-million
rupee film advertising racket over the
Ceylon Broadcasting Corporation during
a period of ten years operated by two
officers of the Corporation. ”

This is not something that started
the other day. I am not blaming this
Government in particular. - This
seems to have been going on for a
long time.

“The_investigating team comprisin
A. S. P. Abeywardena and Ingnectfr
Wettasinghe who returned to the Island
last week, after conducting inquiries with
the Madras State I. G. P., has reported to
the I. G. P. that several film producers in
the Madras State had been duped to the
tunela0fn lakhs of rupees on the promise



- film
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[¢e &F aw.] -
that their production would be publicised
over the Commercial Service’s Tamil
medium. Sums of money ranging from
Rs. 10,000 for a Tamil film and Rs. 15,000
for a Hindi film are reported to be de-
posited in the baxks in London and
Switzerland on behalf of these two offi-

cers by their agents in India.

Ingairies into this racket was sparked
off following a complaint made to the
Director-General, Mr. Neville Jayaweera,
by the Film Producers’ Guild of South
India that several of its members had
been asked to part with their money on
the understanding that their film and
--i};lrack would be advertised over the air

ere.”’

Then it goes on to say at “ Thevi”
Films the investigating team was
told that they had paid Rs. 22,000 to

publicize the film “Qsrersn som@s 4

And “The proprietor of “Thevar”
Films has produced a receipt to the
value of Rs. 15,000 and another to
~ the value of Rs. 9,000 to publicize the
“ grir  Glereodng s rCs”
And then they have gone on to list
a large number of Tamil and Hindi
films which are alleged to have been
publicized and advertised over the
Comercial Service of Radio Ceylon
for consideration.

Now, as you know, the Commer-
cial Service of Radio Ceylon on its
All India Service, both on the Tamil
and Hindi beams, gives a certain
amount of free publicity for Hindi
and Tamil films, for Hindi and
Tamil music. No payments are char-
ged from these film producers If
such rackets had taken place an
immediate investigation should be
conducted. Investigations seem to
have already been conducted. We
would like to know the outcome.
Were any officers interdicted ? What
do you propose to do with them ?
What steps do you propose to take
to stop this racket ? We should like
to have full informatiog about this
racket which is alleged to have
taken place.

I would refer again to the fact that
most of these rackets can take place
on the Commercial Service, Indian
beam because we have only one
agent in India, an agent -called
R. A. S.. I think R. A. S. stand for
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Radio Advertising Services, Bombay.
R. A. S. is the sole agent for the
Ceylon Broadcasting Corporation in
the whole of India. Various rackets
can take place when you give a
monopoly right to one agent for the
whole of India.

If you are really keen on develop-
ing commercial advertising in India
I would suzgest that you appoint
agents, in Calcutta, Delhd, Madras
and in various other citigs in India.
That is what you must do if you
want to derive the full benefit from
your Commercial Service in India.

I also wish to touch very briefly
on the Information Department.
The hon. Member for Colombo
South raised the question of a
brochure which has been published
on “The City within a City”. As
for me, I love to see the energelic
and amiable hon. Parliamentary
Secretary ; he is really very good
seeing. I love to hear him; he is
very good listening to. I am pre-
pared to accept in toto the explana-
tion' he offered in this House that
he was not responsible for this
publication.

®

In this tonnexion I would wish to
refer to a matter of general prin-
ciple without making any allegations
against anybody. I am accepting
your assurance in toto that you
were not responsible for this publi-
cation. A Government has the com-
plete right to use its propaganda
channels for advertising its achieve-
ments. It was always the fault of
our Government that we did not use
our radio and our Information
Department effectively enough to
propagandize or publicize whatever
we were doing for the people for
this country whether it be in indus-
try, acriculture or food production
and so on. A Government has
every right to do so. But as in the
case of arts where there is the old
maxim ars est celare artem—in good
art you must conceal art—in good
pu]olicity too you must conceal pub-
licity. Good propaganda must be
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subtle to be effective. A Govern-
ment must not think that it can use
its radio organization or its Informa-
tion Department to advertise its
achievements as it advertizes tooth
paste for example. That is the one
fault of the publicity and propaganda
campaign that is going on now.

I understand that in the Informa-
tion Department provision was made
in the 1gst year’s Estimates to recruit
five additional press offifers and
three information officers. The posts
of press officer were advertized in
the newspapers in October 1967 and
interviews were held in November.
I understand that recommendations
were made for their appointment but
no appointments have been made so
far. I stand to correction if my in-
formation is not correct. But I
should like to know why no action
has been taken for the appointment
of the information officers and why
the advertisement stipulated that
only graduates should apply. For
information work, for publicity work,
for radio work, it is not necessary to
recruit graduates only; it is not
necessary to recruit Civil Servants
only. I am sure th&t men with a
flair for publicity work can do this
work much better ¢han some
graduates. I should like to know
what happened to these interviews
and why no officers have been
selected.

I would also draw your attention
to the Administration Report of the
Department of Imformation whizh
states that the expenditure on Infor-

mation in Ceylon is .1 per cent of .

the annual national budget. In the
United Kingdom it is .37 per cent,
whilst in Malaysia it is .6 per cent
of the total annual expenditure of
the Government. In India where
the State gets also vote funds for
Information the expenditure by the
Central Government is .175 of the
Union Budget.

When you look at these facts and
figures, it would appear that we are
not spendin3 enough on this depart-
ment, and in this context it is not
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understood why even those posts
which were advertised have not been

filled up to date.

I think I have taken up some time
in my comments on the Ceylon
Broadcasting Corporation and on the
Information Department. These
comments were given in a spirit of
constructive criticism of both these
departments. I was particularly
constrained to mention about the
board of directors once again. I
have nothing against planters. In
fact, as I told you, I think agriculture
is the most congenial occupation, and
if I retire from politics one day that

is the one occupation I would like to

go back to. If you find a planter I
think you should appoint him to the
State Plantations Corporadien.

ad R[BVE ewnrnem (fenSims,

PO tw Jod @ DO 8EAe OB,
DO wCwmem m »iSm DOwy S€ae.

OB s T2y HB an
G 93)

(Cser rey

QOzY g€

t aif] G’ac@ BT&EE—197 HLo
Qeveflef euasmr

YDUDEFF(HLD F 1 :QJGE)LDL}L[, @u;r@mzrlszr:r

IYDEF & (LD LIT S1&mLi,

Husrr  gemssmd, ssaw, el iy
YENDF & (HLD)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake—

Prime Minister, Minister of Defence &
External Affairs, Minister of Planning &
Economic Affairs and Minister of Infor.
mation & Broadcasting)

Who is the planter ?

¢ & .

(B 4. Qwa)

(Mr. de Mel)

One Mr. Hassim a planter.

o ARG e’ s
(Caerras i ofl Creypruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

He is net a planter, he is an Advo-
cate practising in Kegalle.

¢ & Pw.

(B 4 Guoa)

(Mr. de Mel)

If you appoint an industrialist—J
understand that you have g good
maker, of jams and jellies in the
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(¢ &F aw.] '
Corporation—you should appoint him
to the Canning Corporation or to ihe
cannery. It is this Jingbang of jam
makers, this curious assortment of
planters and hackwriters——

a& ARE o BNBNGD
(Qaerrey L _ofl Co@ypriiss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Who is the industrialist ?

&5, . 10.30

¢ & e
(8- 4 Que)
(Mr. de Mel)

One Mr. Perera who is a jam
maker=simheard he is a very good
jam maker.

A& WRE. o 2NN

(Qaorras L ofl Caempriiss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

He is a business man, I thought.

¢ O Qwa.
(B@ 4 Gue)
(Mr. de Mel)

He should be appointed to the
cannery. He is a very good jara
maker. It is this sort of thing that
I object to. I have nothing against
this gentleman.

I shall now conclude my observa-
tions on these two departments. It
is in a spirit of constructive criticism
that I have brought forward my
suggestions.

S @enedwd . (®SeD)
(Bm herew @emrCodasr—anLimgio)
(Mr. Prins Gunasekera—Habaraduwa)
OG BHSBRPOEI, @& * g B,
wdesy &CH»w BB eedme®rIm
eem an® WhieR RS  Yv:
DEEY OB & 0B B8, ¢® A
Ay em wened eceumwen’® &88S®»
BRIaEY geme ug BHBe® Bemes
> DO WO 8w  Bed®
AW ecrernmH. ob OB

a X
_ Bewldn 98 @eIace
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LY 6 dwewsy EEcwry BB
08 gernu—uBResy Bu—5HBw DREE
n5Y Dl HEBD Bo@Hmd® &C
B GomB & RAeHess
6dBYn,

sESBw ENDE  ded Bw wed WDHBS
o7 Coznd0 6wrYd® DL HE®
> 68 @YY VedAcew & e ke
Q) D @b gONBR@ 5L BV @B.
90 Ot wSwd & g mwO 8§&
eBYeny @l &ds peBn® S8/HE.
& €® wmewnny wéxvery Bm E» &
CwsY Bt n6m “8Fe 888
BINE welrd o5&,

a& DAE ced NN
(Qzorrar 1t ofl Coempriss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

What he is speaking about has
nothing to do with this Vote.

E535d Qe md .

(8 9perew FHanCrssr)

(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)

20 wed cor’d® goHBnMed
DB  6endme®@sIPN0  gony
WL 5 6B S Ehtscs CDB & DY

weg. * .

oS JE o BNBNcE
(Qaerras L't ofl Coeprusgs)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The hon. Member is speaking about
magazines coming from foreign
countries. That* is a matter that

comes under the Customs Depart-
ment.

g3 QenedDd cn.
(‘Q@ 19 ) avr ow @WG&&%&J}
(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)

Sds @OBS DxY A @
seé exarsY sy en.

238 e375
(y&@rreari)
(The Chairman)

The hon. Member can raise it
under Finance.
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g3 Qe né .

(8@ Gparow @enGsssr)

(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)

CNGR, @& &F gduHnecdE @ w®
DEn WSS, & gewed med &8
BOS v ewxs’S® gwus dxYeny
DB 6¢e0dme@s’ VO Bnd.
S’ ccen8me®@sT DO gwuryY Diw
BEBw wdeny D WE gReNedE &
T o wewsy mod & Bud. @
5y, oL & ma B Bewme
EERE @ BHuw Bud, 6@ gdunecdE
d am wmensy =meg. emer »YnY
@ & oz 8§D wensy W mHO. ob
BINSBRPOL, @ w® YR B
M BIe® Bewmes EERe mudenws o
DO, gONBYNCHSY BN BSOK &
AeLNecbY ) Deex .

ab goUBPed B ecendm
@l 8 »® @TsF 8¢l ecendm
@5y IR, DY 8w OB Guer©d
gow @S ge 6m® 65 65 Don
b o Wen Bewnsy HSOR.
We(Bw gowew enf €D, edge
GG 6md 6O, @ B BOHHE @
god go0 gusy® edxyersy JEwk
O8sY cPVenwdr D% wWODW 5N
eIAREY BERE b8 deud. 29
BfSPw Mm@ 80°® wenx® mméxsIesd
@ e S mé Slewn BEAe

GSeBese e GndwdB. “ emd
cPenwWI® Dew wlery Owmb
86HHBw ¢rf gusym.  gpdd

seery qudE w8 dmzn s’ HH
b ©® BED ERemon g Sl
G BeADHw " @E Drcwsy Bwmh,
QG BBBPRO®B, 68wk DS S8
DY eecdw BB ® Skwkd @ &
Bed s0V0 ey {on, & b®
@R B WO @B 6znd
38w G o dWmc ? b [Slale
3G 5 S ts WED ¢ @D Bon@
BB ) & Do ® Corned gdSH
BoAEAWET Y cOBenB®  @ow
S BCW®D, A  8OnS
9BMBRBE BSH® waw & HmES
G eTNO wEEsYesy 2NN
T Benc ? & WO oy gD
sy ©6O0® 6® 60 Bz &
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nBe s8mBeny e¢®g BCGew
@oBERDeY @B § BDud. O8Bw
B80T 6® Sén® waw OO guw
ex0d sewryesy mnen. 69xm 66¢Iw
B8gxf Bw® wdém cdede D &
cxsfery mnen. IEDH&H® @b gOXRD
D&es ey dewsy 38 WY 5T
G @bm® woen gz¥m OB
HE® wown D 80 eBE BB
& 8¢ WM gmewsy oy 6@ SO0
ced & ghundsym @cnme DB
B 60 2B oW @®
ey R EeedmNw W A&
OB Rurdesy mmwen. DY
AN CREHWIE 6O ¥l DBHnd
ey BDHE® sewsy DxYeny adzsg@
GOHW .
e

D8 WENBBNOB, EBwe Sn® o)
BBRRRméDNP 8 J‘Eed bl
BoxnE B85 88s e BB o ey
Ew Beame,

aé DEE e’ 5NN
(Qaerra L iofl Creypruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

g ¢?

gaYed oencw s .
(8. Ofleron @HerGCessr)
(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)

G 0D, BDED. »OARw.

J etum OB & 6y &S P
HBsY OF BA gemET cwy &nY
ectny S AEHH B SO HmInT
QB e B0 ¢RI BT CLRew™.
@ Hew cory 6cog LBHINSwGE
DB BonGwsY e Eum G eSS
T mBVOB. & et BON® 6ed¢
Owy Dz S8 Cozned ibel ccle
Do o> Bw® Ce emmms &
SV ey *BRewm. ‘‘The Tamils in
Early Ceylon” »@ ¢® cenerny m8ma
Vb 8. BISHHE W€ Vary VusmB.
Y @um O &bl ceDerDdnn) A0
cremBI 6. & Ounr@wes “ The
Tamils in Early Ceylon” »8 ®
eeny, " edeN Comned ecdg DB
@’ O e® enenY, ez of MW@
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{87 qemet’wd Sw.] ,
LSO YR @B BEHDEY WS BED
2, & Owri@wew, u® &
@BnBEwes geme grd SHdmd
G DY esy Comued ec®g dBemw
caf @5® IRBIMO® wuwd. Seol
CHESBI G,  wew - DI ey
cc®g Elmwmes ANk B
660 B & @on® cmatn®s B®BBI S
 @@w N8wi&B. 606Gy D Kb
woed BAn WG ; SHEMBEB. 8B
SY O Ounmfdwm D9 e ded
EHEGBY BIGD HEH S BeRrYery
ClIOGINOIA N e

“ Polonnaruwa is the name of a historic
city hallowed in the memory of the
ancient Tamils. ” :

Gled ¢;>3L2535;@05:° c® M BEwxsI
e e S cxyery e, DY
& 6cOg FPIGEY o gfaE Bhe
S®r) DPNCE NGB E6wsY OB
@y 68 B S¥w wlewy eelg
b 621edsY B WEB®  Ge
e D@ wexmsy 2very Dexnd@d.
BOHE SO 6B® W FHIRODER
cé B VT HWT 5EdB. &
cryery N 606GsY D&Y ani
BEHLEY W6 Bedwm 68 e¢Fced »H2H
- CufBen NI BeRD. b &
SBRNOA], 888k cDFIE BT wow
85y eWYBzm B :iB g 82
e & 6c®g Co¥s s Bew gw S8
BB Yrwwne 80 6@ gPw Sed &
A 6D, ¢ 68 §ed DO G
Jegn S06VH HO 6rnedd, dm g
c@x B DD /B’ BT 65162
D OO @ Do BRem. OJED
geoewd DBk 6HeGE BED o
D&enrn WEOsY 6® 9y Swlr g
26 B, 35 T 26D cOcn@
DDl B : “ B8SH®hy 6
DD CotMmd HE®w RNEDT ecdg
Gt BNoWEC IO 6e8g D
®08ed3 seidH® D BB 8¢
em. " ecPg Sdn slBed gthdns
Ces cm®) 6@ @ PD I eem
B0 »@xY sy eed O Be Yo e
Qan 8SHHBNYH IO 6c®g
BPerdsy 6w BHERTOBE G eHBY &

- Beowldn 058 Setacem

o 524

HCHE 6mH @8 8B DEwn, K
c®B wmewsy wé BRI, @BIBY ¢d
Qs gD Yew. 6c® ©8 6® Sed
8852 Bgwo & SB@sIO @t 3%
eHDE O dn; @ O, ge® B9
ey O BB, 6me e ? LG
s manf. O0 B cOBmEn sEIow
BAen goef HedDE OB S Ne®
Emunm s & 6HEGD WA LO®
BB WE & gey, IOmx
wmBose Srve WS aged. »F
Yol s DBemsn DEm & {lm®
GBOerEsY 5Ed DB e WD
ge 68 Bedw IR ¥ BGO
2.0e8%n. ob OB wley @Y
By 88 @DET®O @ Ll @O
o5y, Oa oBRmmed BD BY g¢
»HEMDers =@y S CERD
RS wownsy goé §Bd 68 Ww®
BB s BT DO LEDBHEKh. @l
FONBROB, ge D nsYed e
daoddéens 8 68 Sc8 eahernd mnsY
9@ ACwO =Bem &8» c8g Fmw
ResTersTsy da &sém® woew &3
8 E RO 6’OB. B cBewy
35 628 8060 cPcn® BeABIs !

“ Mun vaccha *kal, pin vaika matane ”,
meaning, “the foot which had been
placed irf frgnt will not be taken back
by me.”
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. ... “that Magha settled Tamils in every
village”. He quotes again Rajaratna-
kara which records that even before
Magha’s times, in the 9th and 10th
centuries, the domination of the Tamils
was so complete that they were in large
numbers in every town and village
throughout the Island.”
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(ys@rraari)

The Chairman)

How long will the hon. Member
take ? The discussion has to be
completed at 130 A.m. and there
other hon. Members from the Oppo-
sition to speak; the Hon. Prime
Minister has also to reply.

85y el Qmewl s e,
(8@ Gflerow @menGasss)
(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)
deanm®@® @8 dedxry m@.

caenss

(<&@ rrEeri)

The Chairman)

No. I am only explaning.
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Gl DY, . oueds
(soorflG) erer. erd. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
brought out a point which needs some
comment. It is customary for hon.
Members of this side of the House to
criticize officials, but they never come
across an occasion where an hon.
Parliamentary Secretary gets up on
the floor of this House and makes a
broadside on his own officials. It is
an interesting parliamentary point
because what is the defence that this
poor man has? Under all parlia-
mentary procedures one would as-
sume that the correct thing is for the
Government to defend. Government
cannof, hide behind an official’s
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alleged misdeeds in order to defend
itself from atiack. That is not a cor-
rect thing to do.

I remember, in this House I had
occasion as Minister of Finance, with
great reluctance no doubt, to com-
plain about a Permanent Secretary
even on poliiical grounds. It had no-
thing to do with administration. But
here you are criticizing an officer im-
mediately under you for his adminis-
trative work. I do not know; I am
not prepared to take sides. It is pos-
sible that this officer is inefficient,
incompetent and all the other things
that the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary said. But he must take the
necessary steps ouiside. He cannot
come here and defend himself on the
ground. '

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
cannot get up here and say that all
the pictures that appeared were taken
without his permission. All these
pictures that appeared were his pic-
tures. I am informed that 250 pic-
tures were taken. Surely the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary must have
done that for some purpose. I am not
- trying to defend that officer. I am
not interested in that officer. All that
I am saying in that the principle you
have adop:ed is wrong. It makes it
rather difficult for us also if every
Minister gets up here on the Floor
of this House and says, “What can I
do ? My officials are bad ; that man
is so bad and so incompetent”, and
so on. Where do we come in ? The
whole purpose of this is to see that
the Minister is responsible for his de-
partment. He must answer for his
good deeds as well as his bad deeds.
With regard to the bad deeds he must
take appropriate action through his
department. Otherwise debate in this
House will become quit® meaningless.

With regard to broadcasting itself,
I must say I was really disappointed.
I am one of the few people who listen
to the radio fairly regularly during
my spare time. After Parliament is
over I get in to an easy chair and
listen to the radio. I must say the
English we hear is very $ggg

am.org
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from one person I can think of, Mr.
Mark Anthony Fernando who is a
fairly old hand, the pronunciation of
the others is terrific. They Kkill the
King and the Queen!—[Interrup-

tion]. I do not know who they are.
But they cannot pronounce espe-

cially Sinhala proper names. They
mess up Sinhala names. I do not
think it was so bad in the past.—
[Intermuption]. e

For 3% years you could ‘not achieve
the results. All I am saying is that
you should raise the standard. Con-
sider the propaganda that is being
done. I do no: want to believe that
I have any personal grudges against
the person called Ratnakara. I know
that people with the knowledge of
economics have refused to go to the
same panel with him. It is a disgrace.
I do not know how he got into the
University at all. Apart from that,
the economic howlers that come out
in the kind of propaganda that you do
is not worthy of your Government.
For instance, your saying that there
is no devaluation and that one hund-
red cents make a rupee, and that com-
ing from a so-called lecturer of the

university is not up to the standard
that w’e gxpect.

&3 o, 14

I must say that I think the quality
of ®broadcasting has come down con-
siderably partly because you are now
cencentrating so much on propaganda
for political plirposes and you are
forgetting the desirability of main-
taining high standards in broadcasts.
During the strike period they actually
announced over the radio that with
the money wasted it would have been
possible to construct 12 Gal Oyas!
Howlers of that type are broadcast.

Can one imagine that you have pro-
paganda of that sort?

In point of fact if you read yester-
day’s Magazine Edition of the
“Ceylon Observer” you would have
seen an article on Master Premadasa.
Apparently, popular songs with a

aptam 'i%ﬁ?ﬂg&"?tﬁc tilt must give way to waga

aavanaham.or



333

gee of the Hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary. How can you order people to
do these things ?

o & 8. Zwddx»

(Qzorres Cog. oy equicui Ha)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Love songs in the spring only.

b Y. DO. exedsb
(serpl@ erar. ertb. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That period has passed for the Hon.
Minister of State and me.

8CH & 9onlam &w. (med)
(B Qaveved (&GN QUIT & GT—LIT Gl Jb 160 1))
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura)
We are now in the autumn.

g8 Y. 98, cuedsb
(seor 3 erev. erip. QuUGrmrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Consider even some of the figures
that are given in your propaganda
broadcasts. In point of fact, I took
them down. The estimate of the
paddy production for the Maha
season was 60 million bushels.

a& VIE e e
(Qsorrear L ofl Coepruss - 19
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

No.
#ndes Y. O8. cuedsb

(ser gl Gl erar. erid. QuUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is your propaganda. I do not
think the Hon. Prime Minister
knows. I do not think the Hon. Prime
Minister would have tolerated such
false propaganda being made over the
radio, because he would know that
false propaganda would do him no
good. But that is the type of thing
done in order to please the propa-
gandists. That is why I say that
quality has been thrown overboard
in order to meet the purely political
purposes you have.

I do think that a greater control
should be exercised over this insti-
tution. You should at' least choose
some reasonably outstanding men
to give broadcasts.
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Sometime back I litened to a re-
sume on foreign affairs. I do not know
who was giving the broadcasts, .but'
it was a rehash, an utterly meaning-
less statement about foreign affalrs,
about what is happening in inter-
ntional affairs. Please get hold of
reasonably qualified people to make
these broadcasts. There are people
in this country who are capable of
producing a fairly intelligent re-
sume of what is happening in the
rest of the world. Do not get these
second-hand nonetities to give these
broadcasts.

I must say that I was very glad
when we had a series of broadcasts
on scientific matters. There was a
very good broadcast o= cancer.
Now, that was wvery useful and
very instructive. There was a simi-
lar one on T.B. That' is the kind of
think we shall welcome. Out-
standing medical men in this eoun-
try could be induced to sive scien-
tific talks of that kind. There were
also a series of broadcasts on cloud
formation—very wuseful and very
instructive talks. I liked that. But
please try to maintain that quality.

You can maintained that guality
because we have in this country
qualified men. Only, choose the
correct men instead of chonsing
men for the purpose of political
propaganda.

S. 8. QCoa s D, (EtnECHsY
%)
(8w . 9. Qa5 gear—OarCerer )
(Mr. T. B. Ilangaratne—Kolonnawa)

2nE 886 cs.

GTRH S,
Rose.

EESNESTS)

(oy&@rraeri)

(The Chairman)

I should like to mention that the
time to be given to speakers from
the Opposition was fixed by the
Opposition. The Prime Minister has

Digitized by NoolahanS€hindftiokeply  now.
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(B @ovirsr o)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

I do not intend to take long, Sir.
Most of the Government members
are taking a quite a lot of time this
year.
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e BY .
(8qp. Qaeriver)
(Mr. Keuneman)
rose.

2329353

(o1&@TTeari)

(The Chairman)

I have men.oned before that the
times have been fixed by the Oppo-
sition and it was agreed that no more
time would be taken. We are agreed
that we must finish this Head by
11.30 a.nM.

05y .

(8. Gsarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

We will suffer, Sir, if we take more
time on one item.

3enSH

(oSS rrEert)

(The Chairman) .

I have to see that we keep to this
prograjume.

e cmBmn 83DIAD .

(8. 19 Qemiewr @ Pauri geor)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

¥ the Hon. Prime Minister is .

willing——

Beddn @35 BeFAE®
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BINBH
(&G rmeer)
(The Chairman)

It is not a question of his being
willing. You agree to one thing and
now you want to change that.

ey Sosn.

(8. Qserver)
(Mr. Keuneman) ' c

I just'need two minutes.

23en S
(oa&rrFerT)
(The Chairman)

We must finish this by 11.30.
The hon. Third Member for Colombo
Central may carry on.

&, oo 11-15

e sY s

(8. CQsearier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Mr. Chairman, I do not wish to re-
peat what has already been said by
the hon. Member for Colombo South
(Mr. Bernards Soysa) and the hon.
Member for Devinuwara (Mr. de
Mel) refarding the need to settle at
once the question of the permanency
of employment of staff. I wish to
refer to another aspect of it.

I am informed that a number of
relieY announcers and other officers
who have been taken over on con-
tracf are also to be allowed to com-
pete apparently with officers taken
over from Radio Ceylon for whatever
number of appointments have been
fixed in the schedule at the Ceylon
Broadcasting Corporation. I think
we should in the first instance give
preference to those persons who have
been taken over from Radio Ceylon.
I tmink we must give them an oppor-
tunity by which they can continue to
be government servants and go to
some other department if they have
the necessary qualification, so that
first priority should be given to these
people. That was the promise given
to them when they were taken over
fromundaiBRadio Ceylon to  the
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Corporation. I hope we will get a
categorical assurance that that will
be done.

I do not want to mention names
but there are a number of instances
of persons who are act'ng as relief
announcers who had been disconti-
nued from Government Service be-
fore. They had been discontinued
from Radio Ceylon before this but
somehow® or other they hawe come
back as relief announcers. I am not
going into all these. Relief announ-
cers are temporary appointments and
if those officers are also placed on
parity with the staff taken over from
Rad o Ceylon, I hope that the request
of mine is borne in mind.

Gmdrzs.

&8, cgOnw @w. (sgy SIEHm
GOBew my BTIDB e DY B¢l
10 ECeC ) eFn®)

(‘g@ %.rr. G gir —Q_"YTUF!TI_@
SYNUDFFT GILD, FHAUD, QLITLIL] YIDEF
TEID LT TTEHL6T & &Ml sifl@uh)

(Mr. R. Premadasa—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Local Gov-

ernment and to the Minister of Informa-
tion & Broadcasting) .
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“Mr. Tilak Ratnakara is being paid a

very high salary and has powers of the
Director-General. ”

e & ®cwn.

(5@ 19 Giocv)

(Mr. de Mel)

I did not say that.

oy @aies @ca
(5m. 9Crwsre)
(Mr. Premadasa)

Then the hon. Member will have to
have it erased from HANSARD.

¢ & Ow.
(B 19 Que)
(Mr. de Mel)

He has powers of vetting broad-
casts.

o’ @eres Dcso
(8. SCriomre)
(Mr. Premadasa)

The hon. Member said that he has

the powers of the Director-General.
Thatdsmot correct.
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Mr. Tilak Ratnakara is head of the
Department of Economics, Vidyalan-
kara University. He is engaged by
the Ceylon Broadcasting Corporation
as its economic consultant on a comn-
tract of Rs. 300 a month. This is a
didiculously low figure for a consul-
tant. The average consultation fee
paid to economic advisers in other
corporations is Rs. 1,000 a month.

e T erned e8wd & wnwy €@
Doy 50 geefenw D gu B
@5 5. F Bend, ¢8 8y ¥ eefdedd
ewecdh Bedryesy.

e & cm.

(55 g Cuw)

(Mr. de Mel)

R, & EERCD Comned QFm®
s5n@®S6 der B ®Cw. “

23, ex. 11.30

o @ciws el

(Bop GCrwsre)

(Mr. Premadasa)

The Member for Devinuwara gave
certain figures relating to revenue
from the Commercial Service. I must
say that his figures are wrong.—
[Interruption].

The hon. Member also said that
artistes are being paid the same fees
as they were paid many years ago.
After the Ceylon Broadcasting Cor-
poration was formed, according to the
corporation’s printed budget, annual
payments to artistes have been raised
to Rs. 1.2 million. When the hon.
Member for Devinuwara  was
Director-General the amount set
aside for artistes’ payments, accord-
ing to printed Estimates, was
Rs. 800,000.

e & Ocn.

(Mr. de Mel)

That is not the point. The hon.
Parliamentary Secretary has missed
the point completely. He is talking
about the total payment. What is
the payment to each artiste ?

T — e B, ot

| Bewtdn O 0eIRcH
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el @caes Sea

(B GCrwgrs)

(Mr. Premadasa)

The payment to each artiste has
also increased.—[Interruption]. If

the hon. Member is saying that we
have a few favourites, that is all

wrong.

e o O, ’
(@(/5..19_ Ghoo )
(Mr. de Mel)

I only said that the quantum of
payment to artistes has not been in-
creased.

e Dcies Desn.

(5. 9Crwgrs)

(Mr. Premadasa)

I say that each artiste is now gett-
ing more than what he was getting
earlier.

The hon. Member said that the re-
venue from the Commercial Service
has fallen from Rs. 5 million to Rs. 1

million. I denvy that. The actual

figures are as follows :
1961-62 < .. Rs. 3.6 million
1962-63 .. Rs. 4.5 million
1963-64 * .. Rs. 4.0 million
1964-65 .. Rs. 3.6 million
1965-66 .» Rs. 32 million
1966-67 Rs. 3.1 million

1967-68 up to the end
of July (the first
year of the corpora-
tion) revenue has

eincreased to e Rs. 4.3 million

We expect an all-time high this year
by hitting a target of Rs. 5 million.
The hon. Member for Devinuwara
was Director-General in 1961-62. The
fall in revenue from 1964 to 1966 was
due to restrictions placed by the
Indians Government on transfer of
advertisement revenue to Ceylon.

Another point that the hon. Mem-
ber made was that programme orga-

nizers, programme assistants, and
announcers are being paid poor
salaries.



F

1968 @exddn 31 Bieatt

953

¢ O O,

(8- 15 Quee)
(Mr. de Mel)

Not poor salaries.
salaries for them.

I want higher

o Qaigg e,

(8n 9CTrwsrs)
(Mr. Premadasa)

Becausa they are poorly paid—that
is the inference. He wants *higher
salaries for®* them, because they are
poorly paid.

e Qqd @an,
(5@ g Gue)
(Mr. de Mel)

Their present
enough.

salaries are not

o Oerg Dean.
(8 9Crgres)
(Mr. Premadasa)

In regard to announcers, the maxi-
mum has been increased from Rs. 667
(gross) to Rs. 900. Is that not

enough ? Are you satisfied ? Pro-
gramme assistants—the maximum
has been increased from Rs. 797

(gross) to Rs. 900. Programme orga-
nizers—the maximum has been in-

creased from Rs. 905 (gross) to
Rs. 1,200.
Grhde DY, 9O, euedsH e

(sarpls erer, erb. QUGTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
is talking about the increase in the
maximum of the different scales.
What do they get ?

(GISROFST- O]~ B
(8@ 9Crsre)
(Mr. Premadasa)

You want particulars in regard to
each and every one ?

¢ O ¢,

(BaH- 19 Goev)

(Mr. de Mel)

When were these increases given?

094

e @ais Oamn.

(5l QG T srE)

(Mr. Premadasa)

You did not raise that question.

e QG ¢,
(B 4 @)
(Mr. de Mel)

Are they effective now ? That is

~ the point.

e Qi @can.

(8 Crwgrs)

(Mr. Premadasa)

They will be effective from the 1st
of October.

¢ & @,

({@@- 19 Gloev )

(Mr. de Mel)

That is what I say. They are not
effective now. I am talking of the
present period.

ey ®ares D,

(& 90T srs)

(Mr. Premadasa)

These are things we have formu-
lated from estimates.

Then the hon. Member for Devi-
nuwara said that there is a peculiar
service called the ‘S.S.’ whose mem-
bers are handpicked, and he asked,
“What is their special job ?” Did he
think it was a secret service ? The
letters ¢S.S.’ stand for Studio Ser-
vice and Security Service.

These employees were recruited
through the Employment Exchange
by the normal process of a Selection
Committee——

& & ow,
{"7@5— 9. Gloev)
(Mr. de Masl)
Not by Balasingham ?

o @cigs @csm.
{‘@1’5- G TIe TS )
(Mr. Premadasa)

Not by Balasingham. Balasingham
is not an official in the Selection
Committee. They were selected

PEager. |
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purely on qualifications set out in the
schemes of recruitment. They had to
comply with the requirements.

The functions of the Studio Service
are to attend to the welfare and needs
of artists who come to the studios.
The job of the Security Service is to
ensure the security of the studios.

Sir, the hon. Member knows the
position that was prevailing at Radio
Ceylon. When artistes came to the
Broadcasting Station, there was no
one to receive them and to look after
their instruments. They themselves
had to look after their instruments.
Now, this Service is there to help the
artistes. Artistes are received there.
Their instruments are taken to the
studio and they are looked after in
the studio. These are facilities that
are given to the artistes. I hope you
will agree that that is a wuseful
service.

The job of the Security Service is
to ensure the security of the Broad-
casting Station.

The hon. Member for Devinuwara
also said that the popularity of Radio
Ceylon has fallen very badly both in
India and Ceylon. That is completely
untrue. From India, where we used
to get 5,000 requests a day, we now
have 12,000 requests a day.

¢ AC O,
(B g Que)
(Mr. de Mel)

Those postcards are manufactured
inside Radio Ceylon sometimes.

o i Sem,

(8. HCrwsgrs) .

(Mr. Premadasa)

I will tell you how we obtained
these figures. A British company,
which carried out a survey of
listenership in India this year, has
reported that Radio Ceylon has a
listenership there of 69 per cent. The
same British company carried out a
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survey in Ceylon in 1966 and found
that Radio Ceylon enjoyed a
listenerships here of 49 per cent. A
research survey by an independent
research company undertaken this
year has also shown that the Ceylon
Broadcasting Corporation listener-
ship has risen to 52 per cent which
means that one in every two persons
is listening to the C.B.C. So, this is
not a postcard business ; the surveys
have been conducted by competent
people. o

Another complaint of the hon.
Member was that the equipment is
antiquated. This is quite true. The
equipment of the C.B.C. was installed
in 1950. Even at that time it was
outdated in Europe.

Our most powerful transmitter was
manufactured in 1938. Spares are no
longer being turned out by the manu-
facturers. The C.B.C. has formulated
a phased programme for the replace-
ment of the outmoded transmitters
and for re-equipping the studios. The
total cost of this project which is
phased over three years is Rs. 12
million. .

Ther® he spoke of a disparity in
salary scales. The salary scales of
employees of the C.B.C. are not the
arbitrary work of the Director-Gene-
ral or the Board. They have been
arrived at afier negotiations with
trade unions for one and a half years ;
they have been scrutinized by the
Treasury, by two Deputy Secretaries
to the Treasury and the Secretary to
the Treasury himself, before final
approval.

Then the question of the future of
the employees was raised by both the
hon. Member for Devinuwara and by
the hon. Member for Colombo South.
The hon. Members said that the
Broadcasting Department’s employ-
ees feared that they may not be given
posts in the Corporation. This is com-
pletely unfounded. The Hon. Prime
Minister has given a categorical
undertaking that every single

emplo ee of the Department will be

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



s
557

given a job in the Corporation with
a 15 per cent increase in the gross

salary earned by him in the Depart-
ment,.

¢ O Quw,

(Bl 5 Q)

(Mr. de Mel)

That is not the answer to my
question. I pointed out the fear of

g,ogle that they would not get their
jobs.

o @cies Dean.
(. 9Crnsre)
(Mr. Premadasa)

A particular job ?

DEsND et D,
(8 Quiey GQFrievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
That is right.

o @eres s,

(. GCrwsrs)

(Mr. Premadasa)

I am coming to that. I hope the
hon. Member listened to the hon.
Member for Yatiyanfota. He said
that there were some inefficient
officers in certain posts amd that re-
organization was necessary. If we go
on placing these people in the same
posts, we will not be able to do this
reorganization.

We will ensure that they will be
found employment and we will see
to it that they willenot get a salary
below the salary level they are
getting now. But in the reorganiza-
tion, we cannot promise that they
will be placed in the same posts they
are in now.

AT sNd) LB Scn.
(Bp Quiey Qerdievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Nobody objects to reorganization.
But the reorganization, if it is to
avoid injustice, has to be on the ba-
sis of telling the person who is unfit
that he is unfit, of giving him an
opportunity of correcting himself,
and then establishing thei.faet \that
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he is not suitable for the particular
post. But here, in the process of
transition from department to Cor-
poration, you make use of the oppor-
tunity to do exactly as the board
likes.

e @z @,

(8. 9CrgTs)

(Mr. Premadasa)

The hon. Member must realize
that even now it is late. For one and
a half years we were negotiating
with these people. We are late. This
is the best opportunity that we can
have to make these adjustments.
They would not get salaries lower
than the salaries that they are draw-
ing now. On the contrary, they will
get 15 per cent more. Our difficulty is
that the posts are not corresponding
in relation to the reorganization that
we have.

The question, “ Why must officers
apply for jobs instead of being ab-
sorbed ?” was asked. “ Absorption ”
could have been possible if the posts
in the Corporation corresponded
point to point with posts in the
Department of Broadcasting. That
is one point. But this is not so. The
Corporation’s structures are very
different from the Department’s
structure, e.g., a post of Programme
Assistant in the Department of
Broadcasting does not appear in the
C. B. C. structure. There are innum-
erable such instances. By asking
officers to apply we enable them to
apply for any job for which they are
qualified. So, the assurance given by
the Prime Minister will be fulfilled
and honoured. There is no doubt
about that.
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 16,229
for Head 26, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 26, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 6,300,000

“26 om Alwewd 7 2 wdOMe wmem &
63,00,000 = 8ec ¢z e AMwO aDNEW WG
QP ” @ P& e S0uD Gy, wenuddm S,

26 O Alvousd 7 2m» w®OMw 3 e A

0wl omluw wmOwd BIw wHwd Bowa
WS L.

“26 o *sl%oiy, 1T L RUNEEGLILGITLD
63,00,000 oty Brissuu@uons
eTenid el@) aMNPSSULLG &I m&Ole menen iy e g.

guLIT

26 ayh s2%v0, T b NEELLTID 91 D
uSloc (o P00 1L G B UL I L. g5

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 6,300,000
Head 26, Vote No. 7, be inserted in the
Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 26, Vote 7, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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Heap 27.—DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 1,190,142
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 1,190,142

for Head 27, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
" the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 27, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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(Bemoi@eupLd QFwey, enum 7,765,280

Vote No. 2—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 776,280.
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Question. “ That the sum of Rs. 776,280
for Head 27, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule,” put, and agreed to.

Head 27.. Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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Vote No. 3.—Administration charges—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 1,752,000.
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Question, ““ That the sum of Rs. 1,752,000

for Head 27, Vote No. 3, be inseried in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 27, Vote 3 ordered to stand part
o] the Schedule.
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(The Chairman)

The Sitting is suspended till 2 p.M.
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Si.tting accordingly

suspended  fill
2 p.M. and then resumed. 5 .
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HEAD 28.—MINISTER OF STATE

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
othenaallowance of staff, Rs. 358,527.
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DENR 0t .
(8. Quiey’ Geriievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I move,
“ That the vote be reduced by Rs. 10.”
‘"The Hon. Minister of State

referred to a number of subjects
which come under his Ministry
during the Debate on the Second
reading, of the Appropriation Biil.
He told us on that occasiofi that it
was not possible in the course of “hat
Debate to go fully into the question
of tourism, that the subject was
somewhat unmanageable within the
scope of such a Debate, and the Hon.
Minister promised a fuller discussion
of the subject in the Committee
stage. But believing that that too
would not be sufficient to do justice
to this subject, the Hon. Minister in-
dicated a desire to have a special
debate and he even welcomed the
proposal that a Select Committee of
this honourable House might be set
up for the purpose of studying this
subject and making recommendations
on the basis that many of the matters
involved were not controversial and
need not be treated. as matters of
controversy between the Govern-
ment and the Oppositiop. P am very
grateful to the Hon. Minister for the
very helpful attitude he took in re-
gard to the question.

The Hon. Minister also replied to
some of the criticisms that hall been
made earlier in the course of the
Debate, some remarks I had, made
myself in regard to tourism. And
before I come to the question of
tourism, I should like to deal with
another subject that the Hon. Minis-
ter handles but only from a particu-
lar angle and on a particular matter,
namely, the question of imports and
exports.

I am aware of the fact that the
Hon. Minister is animated by a desire
to handle this department from the
point of view of gearing it to the
needs of industry and agriculture in
particular and to see that the oco-
nomy does not necessarily suffer on
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the question of imports and exports.
In implementing any such desire,
the Hon. Minister as well as all hon.
Members of this honourable House
are aware of the fact that faced with
the deteriorating foreign exchange
position, deteriorating terms of trade
—the balance of payments has been
bedevilled by so many factors—the
whole position of the new terms of
neo-colnialism in the world today
where prices of what we export get
depressed while the prices of imports,
in particular capital goods, continue
to increase, in such a situation this is
not a department, the handling of
which can necessarily be a matter of
comfort to any Minister, whatever
the Government be.

Be that as it may, the Hon. Minis-
ter’s policies in regard to imports and
exports have been considerably
modified by certain financial and
fiscal policies of the Government. It
is possible to go through the entire
range of import items and export
items and on that basis to make a
detailed criticism in regard to the
policies adumbrated in this depart-
ment’s activities as part of the policy
of this Government. I do not propose
to do that. All that I want to mention
is that recent decisions to release a
number of items for import under
Open General Licence along with the
bringing into being of the Foreign
Exchange Entitlement Certificates
Scheme, both following upon the
devaluation of the rupee, which, of
course, paralleled the devaluation of
the pound in Great Britain.

All these matters have distorted
the entire position in regard to im-
ports and exports in such a way that
it is a problem which requires far
more study than the departmental
officials themselves would have the
timfe .for. I do not want to combat the
position regarding their abiljty or to
state that they ar> not necess-.
ar11_y equipped for conducting such
an mvestitation. I have no desire to
insult anybody in the course of this
discussion. But I would like to state
that this is a field in regard to which
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the impact of the various measures
that had been taken do not appear
to have been properly studied. To
that extent the Hon. Minister is
isomewhat helpless. These mattiers
are decided elsewhere. There is the
Planning Ministry and the Ministry
of Finance. I have no doubt, although
the Hon. Minister would have been
consulted in regard to these matters,
he is more or less at the receiving end
lof policies determined elsewhere : in
the Ministries of Agriculture and
Industries, Finance and Planning.
The melancholy fact remains that we
this hon. House, when we dsicuss
imports and exports, while we may
make criticisms of the general policy
of the Government, have to direct
our criticisms at the Hon. Minister’s
department in particular.

I have only one example that I
wish to take up today and that is the
question of the position that has
arisen in regard to the prices of
reading material imported from out-
side : newspapers, journals and books

at are imported, whatever be the
language. The price of all these
things have gone up in such a way as
o make it almost impossible for the
person who normally bought these
things to buy them any longer. The
ogeneral position in regard to the im-
position of the Foreign Exchange
Entitlement Certificate Scheme and
the decision to permit a certain
number of imports O. G. L. was
suided by the belief of the Govern-
ment that there was a certain amount
of money that had collected in certain
hands ; that there was a certain
diffused prosperity throughout the
ountry and that this money could be
sed to purchase these goods that are
brought from outside. And so long as
they are purchased on the FEECS it
will also mean that the revenue of
the Government will increase. It was
an attempt on the one side to provide
opportunities of expenditure to per-
sons who had collected money or were
described by Government as having
ollected money, and on the other to
ake off a portion of that money

»y
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thruogh artificially imposed higher
prices, through the FEEC Schem?, and
through devaluation, for the purpose
of increasing the revenue of the
Government.

If the original devaluation was an
attempt to curb imports and the con-
sumption of imports, then to that ex-
tent the FEEC policy ran counter to
that and the O. G. L. policy ran coun-
ter to tha because it was a method of
encouraging imports in parficular in
regard to particular items. There was
therefore a contradiction at the heart

of Government policy. That does not

mean that I necessarily grant the
basic premises on which this policy
is based. I do not myself see this
diffused prosperity throushout this
country. While I say that there may
be money collected at certain points,
prosperity for certain people, a
minority of the people of this
country, by and large the position in
regard to prices has bedevilled the
lives of the majority of our people.
But even if the position of the Gov-
ernment is true and we accept that
as true and correct, then there is this
position that those who may have
prospered under this Government’s
benevoleng policies are not the people
who wanted %o buy these books that
came from abroad, or purchase the
Journals that came from abroad or
purchase the newspapers that came
fx.'orn abroad. They are not necessa-
rily the same people. By and large the
books that were required for pur-
poses of advanced studies, for reading
of a general charhcter, reading in
specialized subjects, reading from the
point of view of general literature
and so on ; all these books that were
required have now doubled and
trebled in price and nothing that the
booksellers themselves can do has in
any way helped to ease the situation

from the point of view of the persons
purchasing them.

The position in any case i
to the import of bookg was algeﬁg'gl&)l;g
one. The question of allocating quotas
on the. basis of previous imports con-
serx_ratwe}y froze a certain situation
which existed, which itself demanded
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a change. The number of large im-
porters of books is very small and
there is a virtual monopoly. Some of
the importe:s do not sell retail. There
are wholesalers who determine them-
selves what books should be import-
ed and act as a means through which
these books reach retail traders in
this country. There are some con-
cerns that do the importing and sell-
ing themselves even on a retail basis.
But ‘that pattern required to be
changed. ¥ was not satisfactory that
there should be a virtual situation of
a monopoly in this country in regard
to books.

I know of an importer in the Pettah
who had a large quota given to him
on the basis of previous imports and
he determined what books were re-
quired. While I am not a person who
likes to interfere with other people’s
reading, there is not the slightest
doubt that since there was always a
ready market for pornographic litera-
ture there was a tendency for that
kind of stuff to be brought in. The
Open General Licence Scheme, which
was supposed to come in as a correc-
tive to this position, has not broken
the monopoly in any sense because
the small retail trader was ot in a
posiiion to compete in regard to im-
ports from abroad.

A number of publishing houses
from abroad have particular channels
through which they deal with®the
public of this country, and while
some of these firms have sent Jout
people to investigate *the marke: here
and make recommendations in order
to break the monopolistic channels,
I doubt very much whether anything
effective is being done in that direc-
tion. |

g ex. 2.15

My chief complaint to the Hon.
Minister, who is also a book-lover
and reads quite a lot of books, is that
book prices are too high and it is
impossible for a person who wants to
read today to be able to spare the
money that is required in order to
keep up with the prices that are now
demanded. I want to askodhie " Hon
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Minister—I have asked him  this
several times even before—to do
something in this matter. Weeks and
weeks have passed and the situation
has got worse instead of getting
better. What I have said about books
applies to journals and newspapers
also.

I want to draw the attention of the
Government to one particular fact.
This Government is anxious to teach
more and better English, they say.
The Hon. Minister of Eduecation is
particularly anxious to do so. Now, if
that is the objective the Government
has, and the principal purpose that
it has in mind is that of keeping Cey-
lonese within the wide streams of
knowledge from abroad and with cul-
tural trends throughout the world,
in order that we may enrich ourselves
by that contact, then this increase in
the price of books and journals and
the other blow that was struck by the
budgetary proposals, namely, to re-
move the tax relief that was given
In regard to subscriptions paid by
people to societies abroad from which
they obtained journals and the like,
have acted in a contrary direction.
Far from increasing Ceylon’s contact
with streams of information, techni-
cal knowledge and the like in the
world, we are cutting ourselves off.

To buy a journal of political inter-
est today, or a journal devoted to the
study of economic problems, is an
exiremely difficult thing. A person
like myself, or a person in the same
situation, who can only spare just so
much money a month for the pur-
chase of journals, finds that the

number he can purchase is very, very
small.

The reading facilities are not neces-
sarily availgble even in the library
services in our country for they are
not so very developed. The Bublic
Library and the Library of this House
are the two sources available here in

Colombo, apart from the Colombo
Museum Library.

The Public Library, despite all the
effortsiiof the Colombo Municipal
Cotintil, cannot serve the purposé for
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which it was really intended. Today
you find that the lack of facilities
provided by the universities has
driven a number of students to avail
themselves of the Public Library as
a place of study. I do not blame them.
Those poor students have nowhere
else to go. From the point of view of
the common citizen, for whose benefit
principally the Public Library was
intended, the development of the
facilities there can hardly be describ-

ed as adequate.

The situation is no better in regard
to the library in this House. Although
it is possible to get a book you are
interested in purchased by the Libra-
rian here, it is not a satisfactory posi-
tion that exists.

That is in regard to persons like
ourselves. In the case of the public
at large, the situation is very bad
indeed, and that is why I think the
. Hon. Minister must not put a pre-
mium on ignorance by the measures
that have now resulted in this in-
crease in the price of books and jour-

nals.

I know that representations have
been made by booksellers, readers,
various associations, cultural associa-
tions and the like, but they do not
seem to have produced any visible
impression upon the Government, for
no change has come about.

The maintenance of cultural stan-
dards in this country, the require-
ments of development in this country,
the supply of technical information
that our people require—all these
things demand that there should be
no increase in the price of books and
journals. I have to plead with the

Hon. Minis:er, who is primcipally con-
cerned with the import of books. to
take the necessary measures in order
that this subiect may be properly
handled and the prices brought down.

The major concern of the Hon.
Minister is touri-m. When we discuss
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Minister himself confessed on a pre-
vious occasion that he is an amateur
in this field. We are in the same posi-
tion ; we have no specialized or pro-
fessional knowledge of any of the
matters that go to contribute to a
successful tourist trade. My complaint
is that it is not only the case that we,
as legislaiors, are amateurs—we are
amateurs in practically every field—
but that those to whom tourjsm has
been entrusted, the Tourist Board,
appear to be groping in e¢the dark.
That body also consisis of a number
of amateurs, who are very enthusias-
tic and very sincere in their desire to
see that tourism develops—I have not
the slightest doubt about it—but the
position remains that, while un-
doubtedly they are making every
effort to learn, we are in the position
of having spent several millions of
rupees on a number of maiters and
when we ask the basis on which this
money was spent they have so many
conflicting positions and conflicting
estimates that it is difficult to have
any confidence in the plans and inten-
tions of the Tourist Board today. As
I said befoie, I am not doubting their
enthusiasm, I am not doubting the
sincerity of their desire to see that
tourismeis properly developed.

When the Hon. Minister replied to
me on the last occasion, I believe he
read a paper that had been drafted
for the purpose of the reply. One of
the s:atements he made was that I
had adopted a new method of evalua-
tion, pamely, that of relating the re-
turn in any year* from tourism to the
investment of that year. I grant that
from the point of view of estimating
returns from an investment, that
would be incorrect. But from the
point of view of estimating what is
put in in any year and what is obtain-
Ead, it is correct and relevant; there
is nothing intrinsically wrong in if.
But even if the Hon. Ministe.’s argu-
ment is accepted and we proceed to
judge the returns on tou ism on the
basis of investment over a period of
time, then we are in the situation that

in the pre-1965 period, the years re-

tourism hee and at this level-we @renagarding which I s
: b ; . poke, the e was a
all in the position of am&teurs! *The' 2 '7elatively low investment in tourism
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with a higher return. Today, if you
take the Central Bank figures and
take the outflow and the inflow, we
are in a deficit situation of Rs. 19
million. If you leave that aside and
say that the Central Bank figures on
this matter are not completely rea-
listic when you want to judge tourism
and we are young as a tourist coun-
try to have these rigorous standards
used for #he purpose of eval.gation,
then, if you really want to find out
wheiher we& have a sufficient profit
from tourism or not, you have to wait
until these plans really fructify. I will
grant that for the moment. But let us
take the investment of Rs. 18 million
and ask: What has been the return
over the past few years ? I am afraid
it is not possible to have much con-
fidence in regard to the outputs on
the present rate of inputs in the
tourist field when we take the various
projections that have been made.

The Hon. Minister himself was
guilty of a small error when he said
in his Second Reading speech at
column 1761, Volume 80, HaNsARD of
19th August 1968, that there was a
forecast in regard to airline passen-
gers of 390 billion in <4975 and 900
billion in 1980. This is what tlge Hon.
Minister said : o

“It is said that in 1966. 85 million
people travelled and spent 13 billion
dollars. In 1966, 200 million travelled by
air ; in 1975 it is expected that the num-
pber travelling by air would be 390 mil-

lion ; and in 1985 the number is experted
to go up to 900 million. ”

That is not correaf. These figures
relate not to passengers but to reve-
nue miles. To say that a bus travels
so many revenue miles and to say
that it carries so many passengers is
not the same thing. This was a small
error that has crept into the Minis-
ter’s speech, perhaps as a result of a
slip-up on the part of his advisors.
However, we will leave a small
matter like that aside. The Hon.
Minister was good enough to give us
a summary of the feasibility study of
a number of companies.

It was only the Hon. Minister who
accompained his Second Reading
speech with a real gift toothisFHouse:
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I must take the opportunity of thank-
ing him for the gift although, as far
as the diary was concerned, it was
several months too late. All the book-
lets that were given to us were Vvery
well produced and the get-up is cer-
tainly something on which he must
be congratulated. But there my
congratulation stops.

In regard to input and output we
find that there are so many contra-
dictions. If you take Phase I, 1967-72,
there is said to be Rs. 181 million to
be spent for building 1,400 new
rooms and for renovating 600
existing rooms. So by 1972 we are
supposed to have 2,000 rooms to be
fully used for the purpose of deve-
loping tourism. Now on that projec-
tion what is the number of tourists
we must have ? We must have 55,000
to 70,000 tourists. But when out of
this 55,000 to 70,000 tourists you will
have to make an allowance for a
number of persons who come here
and who do not use hotels—like the .
Hon. Minister’s Maldivians ; I have
not the slightest objection to their
coming here ; we welcome them ; we
welcome their fish and other products
that they bring here—when on the
basis of international deficiency of
tourists you include the Maldiviars,
you include the Indians who come
here the majority of whom do not
necessarily use hotels, then even on
this tourist projection the inflow of
tourists does not appear to be suffi-
cient to meet this hotels capacity that
he talks about. Even if you take this
figure 55,000, it is only half of what
the Tourist Board itself has estima-
ted, namely, 102,485 tourists by 1972.
So that, this figure within the range
of 55,000 to 70,000 is still only half the
firure that the Tourist Board itself
set as a projected figure. If that is
halved then it means that the error
is 100 per cent. The margin of error
1s not just a margin. It is a 100 per
cent error that has been made in the
calculations.

On the basis of this input of Rs.
181 ~million what are the gross
receipts ? The anticipated gross
receipts is Rs. 64 million. Then out
oL tfiese gross receipts of Rs. 64
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million you have to make an
allowance for amortization payments.
Vou have to make allowances for 1oss
of revenue on the basis of the cus-
toms duties and inland revenue. If
you make allowances for all those
things I am afraid that the net re-
ceipts which are now estimated at
Rs. 39 million will drop to something
even lower than that, particularly if
you take the amcunt lost in customs
duties and inland revenue on the
basis of the present taxation laws.
That is the figure that can be worked
out.

The Chairman of the Tourist Board
wrote an article when the Katuna-
yake Air Port was opened, in which
he stated that receipts by 1973 from
tourism would be in the neighbour-
hood of Rs. 150 million, when in fact
on the Tourist Board’s own figures
the net receipts will be something
in the neighbourhood of Rs. 39
million or less. I do not know how it
is possible to write an article and
state that you are going to earn Rs.
. 150 million by 1973 on tourism.

. &0, 2.30

There are several feasibility
studies and project reports, each
' contradicting the other. Now on
which do we go? Take Phase II,
1973 77. An additional 4,000 recoms
are to be built at a lower average
unit cost of Rs. 50,000 per room. The
World Bank estimates the average
cost at Rs. 65,000 per room while the
Tourist Board has made an estimate
at Rs. 114,000 per room. But your
feasilibility report gives the figure
at Rs. 50,000 per room. Which of
these reports do we accept ? Which
is really going to be acted upon ?

On a total outlay of Rs. 200 million
on hotels only what else are you
going - to spend ? It is not enough
only to build hotels. The hotels have
got to have an infrastructure of a
- particular kind. This is not the
infrastructure which vou require for
normal industrial development or
anvthing else. You require a
specialized kind of infractructure,
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certain sections of which would be of
a specialized nature. What is your
input in regard to that?

You may build your hotels on this
projection. How much more are you
going to spend ? Are you going to
provide yachting facilities, bathing
facilities, a number of things of that
kind ? And if you do so you have
to spend money. There is an invest-
ment shere. What are yolir figures
in regard to that investrpent.

On the basis of the phase II input,
what is your estimated output?
Gross receipts of Rs. 146 million. If
you allow for the amortization pay-
ments and servicing of loans and so
on you get a net receipt estimate of
Rs. 94 million. I say it is less than
that because once again you have to
make allowance for loss of revenue,
loss of taxation, loss of customs duty
and so on. And again you find that
there is, in fact, a one hundred per
cent exaggeration on the part of the
board in regard to their own figures.

On this report you have an estima-
ted net receipt of Rs. 94 million. But
there were two figures given by the
Tourist Boarad earlier : Rs. 250 milion
on one occasion and Rs. 200 million
on andther occasion. If you take
even the figure of Rs. 200 million, it
is one hundred per cent out. There
is a one hundred per cent. error, if
you compare one figure with the
other.

There are several factors attendant
on tourism in regard to which
notlling has beén done. One is in
regard to the foreign eexchang
blackmarket. This was mentioned
several times. The Hon. Minister
himself mentioned it. So many
people have talked about it, but very
little is done about it. Even those
who were propounding the FEEC
scheme do not for a moment pretend
that the scheme is in any way an
answer to the foreign exchange
blackmarket. They say it is not. It
hlais not in fact met that situation at
all.

There was a theory in regard to
differential rates of exchange, but
the —differential rate of exchange
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imposed through the FEEC scheme
have not met the situation. I do not
know, nor have I examined, the
proposal for a separate tourist ex-
change rate, but the FEEC scheme
when applied to tourism has not
produced very valuable results. In
fact, in regard to its operation, for
the first few weeks there was a paper
which spotlighted an example where
a tourist took away more than he
brought ‘in by operating en the
FEEC schepe on the basis that the
money brought in was exchanged
according to the FEEC scheme and
the money taken away was changed
into foreign currency on the normal
rate of exchange. That tourist pro-
fited from his stay in Ceylon and not
the Government of Ceylon.

The other factor in regard to
tourism is the gem racket which has
also been mentioned before and in
regard to which nothing has been
done. I do not know whose business
it is to attend to the matter. It may
not be that of the Hon. Minister him-
self. But since he is also the
Minister for exports if he finds that
there is a loss of nearly Rs. 300 million
a year on the smuggling of gems
then it is time to see that something
is done about it, and perhaps the

Hon. Minister himself has to concern
himself with doing something in
order to prevent this racket.

During these 18 years that Govern-
ment commenced taking notice of
tourism, from somewhere in 1948 up
to the setting up of the board in 1965
—maybe before that also, because
we had a Trade Commissioner in
Bombay who was also brought down
for the purpose of looking after
tourist affairs here—there was an
expenditure of Rs. 9.3 million, and
apart from Ileakages in the black
market, apart from the gem losses,
and so on, there was an income of
Rs. 124 million. That is nothing
very much in the history of a coun-
try over a period of 17 to 18 years,
but it compares very favourably with
the deficit position of today.
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We must attend to these problems.
First, we must acquire the correct
know-how in regard to tourism and
its exploitation, because, however
enthusiastic an amateur may be we
cannot do without the kind of exper-
tise that is necessary to make profits
in this sector. Since this is largely
a speculative matter, it becomes more
necessary that people be correctly
informed, because speculation should
not be wild when we deal with the
country’s finances.

On the forecasts of air traffic also
we are making a big mistake. It has
been mentioned before that we are
competing for a small share of
0.3 per cent. of the world tourist
traffic that comes to South East Asia.
Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India,
Nepal and Ceylon are all competing
for this .3 per cent. That is the
situation today, and unless we claim
to be able to break into the tfourist
market of the Caribbean, Latin
America, the Americas and Europe,
including countries like Yugoslavia
with a vast Adriatic seaboard that
carries a large tourist potential,
there is not going to be a substantial
increase,

Of this .3 per cent, what do we
expect to get and what is the
projected increase on a world scale
on the basis of the development of
air traffic? If you take the develop-
ment, on the one side, of jumbo jets,
the 250-passenger air buses for short
routes, and if you take the develop-
ment, on the other side of the super-
sonic, which estimated to travel at
1,400 miles per hour as against the
present speed of 600 miles per hour,
the travelling time will be much
shorter. We do not know whether
Ceylon will be on that route at all.
Even with the newly developed air-
port, whether Ceylon will be on that
route we @o not know. There are
other places on a much shorter
travelling time. There is XKarachi
and also Bombay. We do not know
whether Ceylon will be taken in.

Even if they take Ceylon in, what
do the air companies estimate the
increase in air traffic to b> on this
basis ? The increase expected is 2.2
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million passengers by 1970, and if you
take that figure of 2.2 million passen-
gers by 1970, I do not see the basis
for this expected increase of travel-
lers through Ceylon. The projected
increase cortainly seems to be very
far out in the basis of what the air
companies themselves say.

The Feasibility Report, at page 14,
says that by 1965 there were 200
million air travellers throughout the
world, and the passenger miles, which
is quite a different thing, forecast for
all airlinzs is 390 billion in 1975 and
‘900 billion in 1980. Those are
passenger miles and have nothing to
do with the actual number of
passengers.

Look at these three estimates. Mr.
Chibb, who was here, and the
Tourist Board estimated, by 1976,
210,019 touris's and an income of
Rs. 250 million. The Feasibility Study,
a summary of which the Hon.
‘Minister gave us, estimates 307,000
tourists and Rs. 800 million by 1976.
A very optimistic figure! The world
Bank Study estimates the figure at
55,000 to 70,000 tourists by 1972 and
Rs. 39 million net earnings from
tourism. Which is correct? The
Tourist Board and Chib give the
figure 210,000 by 1976. The Feasibility
Report gives the figure 307,000 by
1976. The World Bank Study gives
55,000 to 70,000 by 1972—even on a
percentage increase for the next four
years you still do not get 210,000.
Which is correct ?

On the basis of the returns, in 1976,
according to the Tourist Board’s
earlier es'imate, it is Rs. 250 million,
later corrected to Rs. 200 million. The
Feasibility Study estimates a return
of Rs. 800 million. The world Bank
thinks that by 1972 the net return
will be Rs. 39 million. Which of ‘hese
sets of figures is correct ? On which
are you operating? Is the Hon.
Minister going on the World Bank
estimate, or on what Mr. Chib and
the Tourist Board once estimated, or
on his Feasibili'y Study Group’s
estimate ? They are all at logger-
‘heads. And we are only amateurs.
The Minister and I are complete
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ignoramuses in this field. I do not
know whether the Hon. Minister
would like to be described as an
ignoramus; I am. I do not know
anything abou® this matter. We can
only study the documents given to us
and then try to find our way, try to
see where exactly we are going.

g. w. 2.45

On this basis, I am havjng doubts
about the Minister’s plans—about his
9 hotels in Colombo, 7 hatels in Trin-
comalee, 1,395 rooms in the south
coast, 1,150 rooms in the ruined cities
areas, 250 rooms in the hill country,
and 485 rooms in the outstations.

what are you going to do with all
this ? Is this projected expenditure
tied up to real and proper estimates ?
we have three different estimates. To
which is all this geared ?

We cannot contemplate a situation
in which the country’s resources are
wasted on some prejects which are
not going to produce results. You
cannot have unlimited inputs into
some thing without expecting some-
thing in return. And what is it that
you expect in return That is the
64,000 dollar question.

@

If you make a study of the figures
in regard to air traffic for 1966-67 and
the receipts, none of those figures
bears out any of these estimates that
have been made. We have to rely on
air .traffic for quite a long time to
come on account of the longer route
via the Cape which ships from the
West have to take because of the
closure of the Suez Canal. It is true
that the air lines absorb some of the
shipping traffic that is lost on account
of the longer route but not all of it.
But even if the air lines absorb all
this, the figures givens do not neces-
sarily leave much room for belief

that these projections are quite
correct.

The Tourist Board Bill was passed
by this House in order to give the
Minister the legal weapons he
required in this struggle, to arm him
properly to see that the proper things
are done. I wonder how far the
Minister’s Board has been able to
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operate in that sense after that Bill
became law. What has happened ?
The Hilton project collapsed and
ended in a dismal failure. The results
were dismal. That is one thing.

While I certainly have the greatest
regard for the architect who has been
handling the renovation of some of
these resthouses and who has done
his bit towards the promotion of
tourism abroad in Hawaii on, behalf
of this country, while I have a lot of
admiration®for him as an individual,
I must complain that the rate of
construction that the Hon. Minister
expects even in regard to fulfilling
the building programme within the
phases set by him in his develop-
ment plan has fallen very much
behind on the time schedule.

How many rooms have you
renovated on your building project ?
The progress that has been made does
not leave much room for belief that
these things are coming right in the
end somehow.

Then there is the Hotels Corpora-
tion. I dislike discussing the Hotels
Corporation or any of these things
because it is very often mistaken for
a criticism of individuals. I am far
from that field. I am not here® engag-
ing in or trying to engage in a
criticism of the capacities or talents
or the misapplication of talents on
the part of individuals. But the World
Bank comments on the Hotels Cor-
poration are not very flattering. "The
Hon. Minister himself knows that.
The Hon. Minister did not contest
what I stated on this subject in the
Second reading Debate.

The Hotels Corporation has earned
a profit it is true, but the profit shown
is not out of the hotels services ; it
is out of money lending. The Hotels
Corporation earned a profit by obtain-
ing a bank loan and lending it out to
certain persons at a higher rate of
interest for the purchase of cars.
That is how it has made a profit. The
Hotels Corporation profit comes from
usury. Profits from usury are not the
same thing as profits from hotels. The
Hon. Minister did not contest that
fact.
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Our hotel services are still not
geared to a proper study of the
subject. I know we have a Hotel
School that commenced in the time
of the last Government. The Hon.
Minister took it over. There were
some experiments in interior decora-
tion carried out there. Various
artistic departures, various artistic
endeavours, in the direction of
cubism, and futurism and so on, were
made and abandoned. Everybody
who went there during the day time
were kept sufficiently enlightened
and culturally stimulated as a result
of their visit. And if anyone went
there at night, they probably went
off drunk because they thought they
were coming in for an attack of
delirium tremens ; and to that extent
there might have been a slight drop
in the liquor consumption at the hotel
school, which also would have
resulted in a loss of revenue.

Apart from these artistic experi-
ments, I do not want to be thought
to be criticising the good lady who
runs the place. The persons there are
all very helpful where visitors are
concerned. But you have put a
number of your waiters in fancy
dress at night in particular, and, as
I said before, a friend of mine who
went there in a multi-coloured
bushshirt was summoned by another
visitor and had an order placed with
i)}llm for a drink. Not that I object to

at.

The Hotel School has departed far
from the original objective, from
what was originally intended by the
expert who came out here. I do not
know whether he was Swiss or
German. I believe he was a Swiss.
But this has gone far from what was
originally intended. On whose advice
this departure has been made I do
not know. When I said that it was
on the advice of Mr. Chib that the
departure was made, that was con-
tested and I was told that he had
nothing to do with this.

Do you know that Mr. Chib’s
greatest achievement in this country
was to increase during his time the
number of tourists who went from
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Ceylon to India? The number of
tourists that went from Ceylon to

India increased remarkably during-

Mr. Chib’s time.—[Interruption]. No,
the correct figures. The tourists who
went from Ceylon to India, not those
who came from India to Ceylon,
increased. His figures included
Indians who came here, the T. R. P.
holders and so on. I do not see on
whose advice the original project
was distorted. But, as far as those
young people who chose hotelling as
a career are concerned, I am sorry for
them. I think it is unfair by them not
to allow them a proper kind of train-
ing that should have been given to
them in cooking, in waiting, in
providing all the other services that
the personnel of a hotel are expected
to provide.

That there is a potential within the
3 per cent of world tourists that
come to South East Asia, that there
is a certain potential for increasing
our own earnings within that figure,
I do not doubt. How far we can
develop in order to provide counter
attractions to the tourists from the
Adriatic, the Caribbean Islands and
Latin America, I do not know. It may
be possible to cut into that. Those
centres earn something up to 94 per
cent of world tourism, from tourists
that go into those centres. America,
Furope, Latin America command 94
per cent of world tourism. It may be
possible on a very high development
to cut into it, but the kind of services
that seem to attract tourists, I do not
think the Hon. Minister of State will
want to permit. Perhaps he may say
that Yugoslavia has done it, Czechos-
lovakia was doing it, there are certain
countries like that where they have
night clubs, strip-tease acts and all
the rest of it ; but I do not think the
Hon. Minister of State would want
to do those things here.’ And I am
afraid that, with the standards that
operate in our country, the public in
this country would not like it or
tolerate it or permit it.

S0, we are left with an attempt to
secure a tourist potential within a
different kind of attractions and that
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is by developing our beaches, the
various tourist atcractions, the attrac-
tion that you can gzt by exploiting
the sea, apart from the beach, deep
2a fishing, sailing and so on. Our
ruined cities, the archaeological
attractions that we have, the diver-
sity of vegetation and climate in
which we are so rich within a range
of 70 to 100 miles from the coast—
we are blessed with these things—
are oug potential which wé can use,
but even with ordinary simple things
we do not make a good start.

Then we have the old bathing
wells at Trincomalee. What attempt
has been made by the Tourist Board
either to develop them or to en-
courage anybody else to do so? We
have the fresh water spring by the
side of the sea at Keerimalai in the
North. What has been done to
develop it as a tourist attraction ? It
has lost whatever religious signifi-
cance it had, the most irreligious
behaviour is indulged in at that spot
by some people, not everybody. What
could be done or what has been done
in regard to exploitation of places
like that? The Hon. Minister was
very anxious to develop the view that
was toe be had from the Kandyan
Climb. He*wanted to clear the shanty-
boutiques from that spot on the
Kandyan run because it provided a
beautiful view of the hill country,.
and he thought it would be an
attraction for tourists. He wanted to
use the powers conferred upon him
by the Tourist Act in order to clear
up that pace. Mo action is apparent
as far as these things concerned.
We are still making projects. We
have made wonderful plans. We
have spent a lot of money.
The very pz2ople who are the
custodians of the taxpayers money in
this regard, all honour to them for
their sincerity, as I said, for their
devotion to this purpose and for
their enthusiasm. But when you have
so many different estimates of what
you are going to gat, what you are
going to do on the basis of wha* you
are going to get in 1972, what you
think you can get in 1972 or 1976, how
much you can earn on that basis—and
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the inputs have mulfiplied from
actual moneys spent to all the

invisibles that are tied up; there 1s .

revenue loss on Customs dutizs,
revenue loss by way of inland
revenuez on the concessions given ;
your five year tax holiday, your
fifteen year tax holiday given in
regard to hotels—it is time to sit
down and think out carefully, what

exactly is the correct projection.
@

. . 3

Now in ‘that matter the Hon.
Minis er and the board have this
difficulty. We began with appointing
a Trade Commissioner as the
Director of Tourism in this country,
Mr. Annesley de Silva. He was a
very clever man. He wrote well. He
had some very good ideas on the
subject and during his time he did

very well. Then the aga of civil

servants came. They were very good
civil. servants. We had Mr. D.C.L.
Amarasinghe, who produced some
very good pho’'ographs which are
still used for propaganda purposes
and for decorative purposes. But
during his time I had the melancholy
duty of complaining that the expendi-
ture involved in this entire photo-
graphic project was not in any way
economical, that it was undulyelarge.
He had a number of good® ideas—I
have no doubt about it—but we had
to get down an architect for the part:-
cular purpose of constructing a ceil-
ing in a resthouse. Then he went
away. They come and they Bgo.
Mr. Amarasinghe went away and
Mr. Derrick Aluvihare took over.
Mr. Amarasinghe went to the Trea-
sury and from there to agricul-
ture and now, I believe, he is
handling milk after getting out of the
ublic service. Mr. Darrick Aluvihare
as gone from tourism to higher
education. There were certain other
stopping places in between but at the
moment he is handling higher
sducation.

I am prepared fo grant the
versatility of our civil servants. I
would be the last to contest the
versatility of our civil servants. we
are a very clever people. we have a
lot of ingenuity. Even where it comes
to the matter of trying topgeteround
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regulations and defeating the purpo-
ses of regulations, we are extremely
ingenious. So, far be it for me to con-
test the fundamental assumption of
the versatility of the civil servants.
But today, of course, the civil servant
is no longer there. The civil servant
is part of the Administrative Service
and we are called upon to grant even
a greater degree of versatility to the
Administrative Service, and that is
why we shunt persons from handling
tourism to something else, from hand-
ling information and broadcasting to
something else, from labour to some
other department, from immigration
to health and so on. We are a
versatile people. The entire Adminis-
rative Service has a wider range of
versatility credited to it. It is credited
with a widzer range of versatility. Far
be it for me to contes: these funda-
mental assumptions. I am not contest-

ing them for a moment.

But tourism languishes because we
have people coming there, handling
it for a short time on this basis,
people having very good ideas, who
then go away and leave the legacy
to somebody else who has another set
of new ideas on the subject and he
does something for a short time and
then goes away. Whan Mr. Derrick
Aluwihare went away there was a
deputy who had been there for some
time, Mr. Senaratnz. He had been
acting for some time and apparently
the powers that be did:not like him
and he has been shifted out to Lands.
He is doing land development instead
of tourism.

Now, he was a personn who had
earned the encomiums of people
like- Kovach whose reports were
published by the Hon. Minister of
State. He was a man who knew the
subject. He had the opportunity of
studying it for a long time. I dare say,
he may have had his defects. Who
does not have defects ? But he has
been sent over to Lands. So, tourism
has suffered from the fact that you
have a person handling it for a short
time, and then somebody else comes
and handles it, and so on, and today
you have a Board handling it. The
Boardihias so many different advisers.
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You have Mr. Chibb’s advice. You
have the Board’s projections made on
the basis that their own immediate
officers make some kind of projec-
tion. You have the World Bank
Report, you have the Feasibility
Study, and all their projections give
one a different picture of what the
future is going to be.

Plusay . it - is {ime, whatever
differences one may have, to get to
the problems, to have these jobs done
by real experts, by having experts
who are real experts. By all means
have the Tourist Board. It is not
enough to have sincerity in regard to
this matter, but you must have the
necessary expertise who can study
the problem and make some
comments on the evaluation on which
we are proceeding. What are the
ficures on which we really proceed ?
What is our projection of the actual
potential ? What are the movements
of air traffic for the next five or ten
years ? On that basis, what can
Ceylon expect or attract? What is
required in order to attract them ?
How many rooms ? For what kind of
tourist ? Do we try to mould tourist
tastes ? To what extent do we try to
mould tourist tastes ? To what extent
are we guided by the tastes that
exist ? Those are the questions that
you have to answer. Those are the
questions that any person who 1is
selling anything will have to answer.
A person who is selling something,
by his advertisement, by his propa-
ganda, by what he puts in the
market, is moulding tastes. On the
other hand there is a certain demand
created on the basis of which he has
to mould himself and what he sells

to meet the taste that exists.

There is a process of interaction in
regard to tourism. What is the
weightage you give to each ? These
are.questions that have to be thought
out and my fear is that despite all
the enthusiasm that goes into tourism
on the part of the Minister, on the
part of his Board and on the part of
his Ministry, no proper scientifie
thinking is being done on the basis
. of evaluating these reportscamaking
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a proper study and using experts on
the job. However enthusiastic the
amateur may be, this is not a field in
which amateur ideas can be of much
use. Each one has a good idea and he
thinks that that is the be all and end
all of tourism. Some persons
think it is necessary to develop
proper transport facilities. Un-
doutedly transport 1is necessary.
Another person thinks of hotels,
resthouses etc. Somebody else had an
idea of developing SigiFiya on the
son-et-lumiere basis—son-et-lumiere
projection of Sigiriya for the purpose
of attracting tourists—and the board
examined it and quite correctly came
to the conclusion that it would be
uneconomical.

No doubt, there are so many good
ideas that people have from time to
time, but there is not one good idea
that goes to meet development all
along the line. That is why I have to
ask the Hon. Minister to have this
matter considered properly at the
proper level by the necessary experts
in order to see that we can dis-
entangle the truth out of these
various projections that have been
made. And, jnstead of propagandizing
for tourism on the basis of fantastic
earnimgs that are expected, it is
better t¢ make a much more conser-
vative estimate of what is possible
and what can be done and get down
to the job of doing it in a proper
and worthwhile way.

These are matters which I would
like the Hon. Minister to consider. As
I*said, I do mot want to be mis-
understood as criticizing individuals
or making adverse criticisms about
people. I was only thinking of the
plans and projections. I was thinking
of what had happened so far, the
money that has been put into it and
the melancholy prospects we face, on

the present performance, in regard to
the future.

eCE € 9523aAm» Sw.
(5 er;—"::i.s‘?' &SI QUIT 66— LIIT & [5 1 )
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura)
Mr. Chairman, first of all I should

like to agree with the hon. Member
for,[Gelombo South who pointed out

(20de8)
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to the other Member for Colombo
South, the Hon. Minister of State,
that the building programme in
regard to tourism is going forward
very slowly, if it is indeed going
forward at all, because my informa-
tion is that the only buildings that
have come up are those at Hikka-
duwa ; and so far buildings anywhere
else have not actually come up.
There is a temporary slowness in the
Hilton Hdtel project which I o not
think has cgmpletely fallen through,
but the Negombo Hotel venture with
U. T. A, I understand, has been
dropped.

Unlike the hon. Member for
Colombo South I am not despondent
over the question of buildings not
coming up because in one way it is
rather good ; I think it gives the Hon
Minister time to think things out a
bit. Whenever I intervened in this
House on this question it has always
been my purpose to get information
on this matter. You will agree that
the idea of developing tourism has
been initiated with one aim, that is
with the aim of getting foreign ex-
change. The question, therefore,
arises as to what exten{ actually we
shall be able to improve our foreign
exchange position by these.vmtures.

In the first place, there is the
question of buildings. A large sum
of money is needed for buildings. As
far as I have been able to gather, it
is only a little over 50 per cent of*he
foreign exchange component that is
coming from abroad. I hope the
Hon. Minister will cofrect me if I 'am
wrong, but my information is that,
generally speaking, the foreign
exchange component is about 45 per
cent. of the total cost on the average
in regard to all these hotel ventures
that have been contemplated. On
construction ventures, the total cost
is made up of 55 per cent. local
expenditure and 45 per cent. foreign
exchange component. Out of the
45 per cent. foreign exchange com-
ponent about 25 to 30 per cent. is
coming as investments from abroad;
so, we have still to find about 20 per
cent. of the total expenditure from
local funds and that is a little lesg
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than half of the foreign exchange
component. I am not against that.
Although this expenditure may have
to be met over a period of time;
nevertheless we have to spend a
considerable amount of our foreign
exchange earnings ultimately for
these ventures and, therefore, we
hope to make considerable gains in
the future.

On this matter I have que=tioned
the Hon. Minister of State on an
earlier occasion and also pointed out
to him the need to have a proper
break-up of the expenditure of the
tourists in Ceylon. I pointed out
that, in fact, the tourists in Ceylon,
in so far as their living expenses are
concerned— I am not talking of their
purchases—are likely to spend money
largely on things that are going to be
imported into this country. For
example, the money a tourist spends
with regard to his travelling, the cost
of petrol, wear and tear of the
vehicle, is money that we have to
send abroad in order to get down
these articles here. It is only on the
labour component—services—that we
will be gaining. As far as food is
concerned, about 90 per cent. of the
food consumed in these hotels will be
obtained from abroad unless some
arrangement is made with these
hotels. We cannot help it. The
most expensive item in regard to
food is liquor which is also obtained
from abroad. We have to get it. We
want to know these things in detail.
Some of them have to be worked out.
When a tourist comes to this
country, lives in one of these hotels
for two or three days and goes off,
out of his living and travelling
expenses, leaving his purchases
aside, how much foreign exchange do
we get? It is necessary for us to
know that if we are going to get back
quickly enaugh, early enough, the
foreign exchange that we are spend-
ing at the start on the very construc-
tion of these buildings to accofmmo-
date these people. I know there is
no break-up of this nature that is
available. Even, I think, in the
Indian tourist organisation there is
no break-up; they give a certain
percentage—so much food bought in
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the country, so much produced in the
country and so much roughly outside.
But I am not satisfied. I think it is
necessary for us to go very comple-
tely into this matter. For example
you can go to the Galle Face Hotel
and find out in detail how much is
spent on local items. Everbody
would like to have a break-up of this
nature, if we are going to have any
accurate estimate of how much
foreign exchange we are going to
make from tourism.

g. ex. 3.15

The other point, as pointed out by
the hon. Member for Colombo South
(Mr. Bernard Soysa), is that we are
all amateurs in this matter. Tourism
is a highly competitives business and
we are, in the last resort, not really
competent to make an analysis and
come to conclusions unless experts
have been studying the question and
placing the relevant material before
us. Now, in that connection, I would
suggest to the hon. Minister that we
get the services of permanent experts
~ for this business. Up to now we
have got experts to come and make
some kind of a report and go. I say
that is not enough. There is the
Tourist Board of amateurs: why not
put some expert or even two experts
permanently at the service of that
Board, so that their expert advice
will be constantly available to it. I
have no doubt that the members of
that body are honest and very
enthusiastic people, but I do not
think they have the capacity to
understand the problems we are
faced with. For that purpose 1
suggest that a permanent expert or
experts be attached to the Board, and
I would strongly urge that these
experts be obtained from Europe and
not from the United States of
America, which as far as°l am aware
caters for a different kind of tourist,
and we are likely to get more
tourists from Europe than the U.S.A.

These are the two suggestions I
wish to make: that you must have
a proper break-up of expenditure and
know exactly, as far as possible,
where we stand and how much
foreign exchange we are going to get
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by the influx of tourists in this
country ; and secondly, that since
this is an expert’s business and a very
competitive business, we do need the
services, the permanent services, of
tourist advisers.

I have a very high regard for the
capacity of the Hon. Minister of
State, but I do not know whether in
the matter of tourism that capacity
is beiz made use of. He has so
much work to do and I dp not think
he has time to devote to this very
important subject. Most of his time
in the past has been expended in
organising by-elections, etc. and his
services, I know, are very valuable
for that purpose. I have seen his
statistics in regard to voting figures,
voters, etc. I am sure he did signal
service to the United National Party
in those by-elections. He is very
busy and he cannot devote much
time to this question. Therefore I
would appeal to the Minister to try
and devote a little time to investigate
some of the matters that we have
pointed out.
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(The Chairman)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy
Speaker will now take the Chair.

EPIDGHD mMHGDDD  Gruewsy QI
gewsy, Bewids DS [98. E288
BEQ O] YwzNéd e

Siger UID@G, FUNBTUST Jauisen 2&Bonsen s
aflett my prsCa, usuTBETLST Syauiser [Hs.
eTih. B gibur] s2aven sMa&E)i&6n.

Whereupon MR. SPEARER left the Chair,

and MR. DEpuTY SPEAKER [MR. M. Siva-
SITHAMPARAM | took the Chair.

D&Y by N el Swi. (2x¥mdé®
C¢ 9 %)

(B o Opraferev—puwear yhsss
curi )

(Mr. V. Jonklaas—Appointed Member)

Mr. Chairman, I heard this morn-
ing that there is a proposal to exploit
the Singha Raja Forest. As a person
from the Sabaragamuwa Province the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota (Dr.
N. M. Perera) will realize what a°
terrible thing that will be. The Singha
Raja forest is the only remaining pri-
meval forest in Ceylon. It has a dis-
tinct endemic fauna, moths of every
hue over one foot wide, and in living

memory the black panther has been
seen in that forest.

The reason for this proposal, I
be}ieve, is that the forest sh%uld be
Ehmned. Now, one knows that this
lorestohas stood for centuries. There
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‘has been no thinning process except
perhaps ‘the -thinning process of
mature. It has withstood that. I have
seen this thinning process in other
forests. It is the cutting down of the
biggest trees.

. When you cut down in this forest
the trees of primary growth, the
forest will cease to be a primeval
forest and its value to Ceylon both
as a watershed for at least three
rivers and as a forest which is visited
by persons from abroad purely for
the purpose of seeing it and walking
in it examining it, will be lost.

If anyone walks in a forest of that
kind, as I have done, he will realize
how cool a tropical country can be.
It is ice cool. You have to wear heavy
clothing. You find peculiar kinds of
MOSS.

Well, I do not want to speak too
long about this forest. I want only to
make the important point that if you
start thinning the forest you damage
secondary growth because these
immense trees fall and secondary
growth is destroyed.

Then, after ‘the personnel of the
Forest Department have gone away
after doing their fell work come the
illicit fellers and close behind them
come the gemmers, and the primeval
forest ceases to be.

* 5
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It is a fact that we have to face that
in the last 25 years our forests have
been raped with the result that every
year rainfall is less. Today there is a
complete drought in Hambantota,
Uva, the Eastern Province and the
North-Central Province. In those
areas there were magnificent forests.
They were destroyed for various agri-
cultural projects which today are
dust. If the Sinharaja forest is in any
way thinned, in the trail of this thin-
ning it will dry the watgr table. That
is what has happened in this country.

I have seen a forest in Ceylon, in
the Gal Oya Valley, being cut down—
great machines pushing it down,
cutting down magnificent trees of the
rarest woods. And what was done to
that wood ? It was burnt. And what
was left behind was just bare soil
which, naturally, acre after acre,
eroded into the sea. I have seen with

my own eyes the effect it also had on
lower paddy fields. The hon. Member
for Pottuvil (Mr. M. A. Abdul
Majeed) has told us about this: how
acres of magnificent paddy were des-
troyed.

I appeal to the Hon. Minister who,
I know, ¢s interested in fauna and
flora, to do his best to prevent the
destruction of one of Ceylon’s pre-
cious possessions.

@ *
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[For continuation of Proceedings, see OFFiciAL REPORT for this Day (Part II).]
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