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FOR SALE. _

From 10 to 20 Whip trees, suitable for
masts of Dhoneys or Fishing Boats:—Also
a copy of the Rig Vedain three volumes,
with translation in English. ! ;

- Apply to the undersigned.
Wes. Mis. House. J. KiLNER.
== Jaffna, December 26, 1863.

BREAD FRUIT PLANT.

A laree number of Bread Fruit Plants can now
be purcﬁased at the diutche_ry gardens by apply-
ing to Cangany in char,

Jaffua, Janu:);ry, Tet 1564

ADVERTISEMENT
Oriental Bank Corporation.

An Ageney of this Bank will be opened at Jafi-
na in the course of next month. : :

By order of the Court of Directors.

: Groree DUFF.
Manager. |

e Sglon Elatriot,

T—NEW. YEAR..

Christmas day, with its usual festivities has pass-
ed away, as quietly as we expected, in Jaffna, and
as we have just launched upon another year, we
feel we should be sadly wanting both in courtesy
wgd gratitude to our numerous readers, were we
1o hllow this opportunity to pass away, without:ten-
derigg to them our most sincere and hearly thanks
for the kind support and encouragement which
our maiden efforts have received—an amount of
encouragement much greater than wehad any right
either 1o anticipate or respect.

To our past labors we most' confidently appeal.
We have had numerous dificulties to contend with
at the commencement of our undértaking, which
happily have now been removed and we beg to
assure our readers, that while we are resolved to
redouble our own exertions, we feel, we eannot be
without soliciting from the reading public, a larger
amount of support and encourngement.

Our warmest thanks are also due to the condie-
tors of the three Colonial papers, who have cheer-
ed our efforts. by an amount of unsslicited com-
mendation. 45

Aund as on this day. with allits rich developments
and all its unread morals before us, we wish our
readers, one and all, A happy new year-

CHRISTIAN BAPTISMS.
We are glad to liear that on Christmasday thers

.‘*

was quite o number of baptisims in Chundiculy

Nellore and the Wesleyan Chapel, of Hindu adults
and children. The number of Candidates as stat-
ed to us isas follows, Nellore, 30. Chundiculy, 24,
Wesleyan Chapel, 6. The services at all these pla-
ces are gaid tohave been most interesting, and we
look upou them ag the earnest of a largs measure
of sucesss with which we hope the laborsof Chris-
tian Missions in our Province will ere long Le
crownod.  We understand that a brother of the
Konddvil Odear who was also baptized by Mr.
Me' Arthur has on acconnt of his renouneing Hin-
daistn had to bear the wiath of lis brother . and
other relatives who have gommenced a geries of
pebty persecutions against the lad.
FORTNIGHT RE'I'ROSPECT,

The weather though at the commencemient of
the fortnight rather droughty has sinee undergone
a favorable changs. Beveral very copious ghowers
of rain haye fallen which hayve gone a Jong way in
relieving the minds of our farmers of the serious
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apprehensions entertained of a failure ip‘ the com-
ing crop owing to the want of rain. The publie
health continues good, although the dew has been
unusually severe,

The famous New Marriage Bill has passed the
coutieil, The excitement it has caused in Jaffna
continues unabated nevertheless.  The' Catholics
and Hindus have convened large meétings to me-
moralize his grace the Secretory of state i('n'
the colonies for the disallowanee of the bill. This
of conrse will be their dernier resort and we ven-
ture not to surmise what the probable results may
be legal. The devourers of Law Intelligence must
have found the food lately supplied them by the
Ceylon Journals a rich treat indeed,what with the
simultaneous prosecution of the “Times” Editor
in Colomboe and the Editor of the Freeman in Jafi-
na, with other present or ex Editors _:'et,a-med for
or against them, what with turtle killingcases and
the like, we fear there must have been serious cases
of indigestion every whereirrespective of Christ-
mas dinners ete. The Judgmert in the case of
Libel against the Editor of the Freeman we
publish to-day. Being the first of its kind that
ever came into our Courts it had caused a good
deal of sensation in the Provinee. It goes an ap-
peal, as we hear the case against the Ed_it.{h- of the
Times does.  Mr. Campbell’s judgment in the case
of the fishwoman charged with torturing & turtle

though like “decapitation” “easy and sumple” we |

think has given much satisfaction the mode of
killing turtles in Jafinais certainly most revolting

and eruel. The arrival is so tenacious of life that

we certainly do not thinlk it can part with it till
a considerable time even after its head is cut off.
Yet no one can doubt that this is by far the bet-
ter way of killing it.

In looking over the names of the gentlemen ap-
pointed as Land Registrar throughout the Island

we find the ehoice most judici{msly made. The list

‘contains some very able and &f%d men who can-

not fail to give universal satisfaction. We do not
find Mr, Vaytilingam’s name in the Gazette, but
we think there is no doubt of his appointment as
Registrar for Jaffna.

Misstonary—We are glad toseethat the Rev. Mr.
Buswell was one of the six persons admitted to
priest’s osders in Colombo. For the benefit of
our local contemporary we must repeat. the infor-
mation paradoxical though it may appear to Lim
that Mr. Buswell was present at the local exami-
nation on the same Monday he left for Colombo,

Elsewhere we publish the continutaion of the in-
teresting report of the Wannurponne Religions
Discussion Society. We regret that the want of
space prevented it appearing entire in our last
issae. It will be seen that one of the Hindu Re-
presentatives has lacked out very gracefullyindeed
because “ he feels himself quite unfit for the task
imposed upon him” and that not one of the other
learned _I—iindua would undertake to supply his
place, So the remuining representative will have
to bear the brunt of the battle alone, having im-
posed upon himself the task of producing & paper
ab the next meeting showing the authority of the
standard works of the Sivites with the assistance
of the Pundit,

The Metropolitan -the most important event of
the fortnight has been the arvival of the M tropo-
litan of India in thecapital of ourisland. Dr. Cotton
delivered his charge to the clergy of the Diocese
of Colombo on Tuesday the 23rd instant, preached
on Christmas day and has had other opportunities
of seeing and addressing the good folks of Colom-
bo, The Observer states,that the Bishop's depar-
ture will take place about the 5th January by
the Steamer Pearl.

Clavstinas.—Our Christinas has passed off with
the quiet lmp}finess that usually characterize this
sacred season here in Jaffna, Not the least ifiter-
esting feature of which was the admission of sev-
eral Hindu converts info the Church, the getting
up of a dinner to the poor Christians of this town
4t the Mission House Chundieuly and a similar
entertainment to the Christians and sehool ehil-
dren at Nelloor by the Rev. (. McAxthur, At
Chundeuly we hear there were about 60 persons
who sat down to dinner after which the resident
Clergyman and a much respected European Lay-
man addressed them a few appropriate words of
The Nelloor Clivishiang seemed to

We would hail the frequent recurrence of these
oeeasions as tending not only to remove the thon-
sand and one prejudices which fetter the mind in
Jaffna but to produce greater Cliristian fellowship
and union,

Appointments—In conmeetion with this sub-
ject we had lately to welcome to our Province Mr,
Sarem and Lieut. Hunter, both of whom have #s-
sumed the duties of their respective ports and bid
fair to be as useful as their predecessors,

BANK AGENCY IN JAFFNA.

From an advertisement in our columns
today it will appear that the directors of
the Oriental Bank have most gracefully met
the request of the people of Jaffna to estab-
lish a branch of their establishment here.
The advantages such an ageney wiill affosd
to all classes especially our traders, who are
now being fairly fleeced by our money len-
ding Chetties, are very great indeed and we
hope they will be duly appreciated.

H. M. STEAMER “PEARL.”
. This steamer left Jaffna on Saturday last for
Colombo. It was certainly no mean honor for
Jafina to haveso costlyu Pearl grievingour Christ-
mas. We are not aware of her next movement.

' But it is whispered the Pearl returns to its native
' bed at Arippoo.

REGISTRATION ORDINANCE,
Mr. 5. Vyttalingam Proctor of the Su:
preme Court has been appointed Deputy
registar of lands for Jaffna.

Staff Assistant Surgeon Hungerford having com=
pleted his Examination for promotion will repair
to Jaffna without delay to take Medical charge of
that station.

PARSEE GENEROSITY.

The Parsees are - proverbially the most gener-
ous and liberal hearted men in India. Elsewhere
is an extract from'one of our Indian conterpora-
ries announcing that one, Rustorigee Jamsetjee
Jegeebhoy has devoted 150,000 Rupees to support
five natives to qualify themselves for the Bar in
England. Such princely munificience, has se!dom
been heard of except among Bombay Parsees. But
have we nomerchant princesin Ceylon who can well
imitate hisnoble generosity. How many of our edu-

cated natives who thanks to the liberality of Eng-

lishand American Xians are nowinthe possession
of wealthand influence might make themselves si-
milarly useful if they will only give as freely as
they have received, How many poor boys now
going about invain from door todoorwith petitions
praying that they may be supported in some petty
schools might then be properly provided for!
THE PETTAH PROPRIETARY BOY’S SCHOOL:
The examination of this School which eommenced
last week and continued through several days was
closed on Wednesday nightbut when the distribu-
tion of prizes took place in the Hall of the Dispeni- -
gary which 4vas most tastefully decorated with ever
greens &c. and filledby the elife of our Tittletowit:
Amdng the visitors present were, Mr. and Mrs.
Canipbell, Captain and Mrs. Trydel Mt. Selby
Dr.Keytand the patents of the lads. Mr. Campbell
who had superintended the examination frot it§
commencement, was on the motion of Di, Wania
beck seconded by the Rev. Mr. Labrooy, called to
Lhe chair efter which Mr. Selby examined the
Ist Class in Euclid and reading, the other suk-
jects, having been taken up during the previous
days, when the boys were examined in Seripture
Chronelogy; History, Latin, Geography, Grammar
Arithmetie, Dictation, by Messrs Pole, Campbbell
Leembroggen and Schoorman in which subjects
the children acquitted t hemselves very creditably
indeed. The recitation of several sclect pieces
of Poetry by the little fellows at the close of tlie
examination was vYery much admired-

Mr. Campbell who desetves much praise for the
warm interest he took in the examination and the
trouble and inconvenience he entailed on  Kicself
to be present every day to superintend it, then
rose and made some very appropriate remarks 6
the subject of education called on  Arthnr Wam-=
beck and Clement LaBrooy who had been adjud-




ged as entitled to a silver Medal each and with a
portrait which he said was mercly a representa-
tion of the medals which were shorily expected for
them from England,  One of them ~happening to
be a likeness of Mr. C. Lorenz, the Chairman paid
a whole marked eulogy tothat gentleman and ex-
pressed his hope thatthe lads present will endeavor
to imitate his example. Several other valuable
prizes were then awarded to theothers. The chair-
man expressed himself highly delighted with what
he had seen that night and on the previous days
from which h: suid he was quite sure that the
children evinced a very fair acquaintance with of
what they had learned during the brief period the
school hadbeen in existence. We had long thought
ol saying something with reference to offering re-
wards in schools.  We know a good deal has been
written on the pros and cons of the subject, which
we disclaim all sympathy with those who cry down
the practice almost as another ‘raot of all evil,” we
fear that it is quite paossible foremulation to be
carried Loo far where jealousy and illwill are sure
to take the place of generous rivalry.  In connec-
“tion with the distribution of prizes at thisexamina-
tion we were glad to find it was regulated on a
_prineiple recommended by one or the best writers
on education, namely thut of giving rewards o all
for “the dull of appreh ension are not to'be punish-
-ed for being so, neither dot he more gifted deserve
praise for what they havereceived from the hand of
Godand on the whole the safest way isto dispense
_with rewards altogether when they eanuot be equ-
ally offered to all.’

FOREIGH DEWS.
AMERICA.
Fieurine ox THE RAPPARANNOCK.

News is published thismorning from New York
to the Sth istant. The repost of Meade's advance
is confirmed. On the Tth imstant, Lis avm reached
the Rappahannock, and attaclked the Confederate:
out-posts at Rappahannock, station, .Keﬂy.'s Fords:
After a short but desperate conflict the Confeder-
ates, being overwhelmingly outmmmbered, were
driven across the viver, leaving in the hands of
the Federals 1,800 prisoners and several cannon,
The Federals admit a loss of upwards of 800 kill-
ed and wounded. = The Federals crossed the river
on the 8th, and the Confederates fell back towards
Culpepper, in which directions heavy firing is re-
‘ported to have been heard on ‘the morning of the
9th. General Lee's force is said to be diminished
to 30,000 men ; and the Federal Glovernment are
reported to have been urging Meade to move for-
ward ; but the New York World, not very trust-
worthy authority, asserts that he is moving to oe-
cupy a new base, in order to 2o into winter guar-
ters, where he will be less annoyed by guerillas,

From Chattanooga the news is that although
the Confederates kept up their fire from Look-out
Mountain, they did very little harm ; and the Fed-
erals were able tobring their supplies in the town
without difficulty. 1t was reported that Bragg's
army in front of the place, had been very much
weakened for somepurpose, and that a strong force
had been thrown by him across the Tennesse. The
latest despatehes from General Grant annouuce
that the Confederates had attacked two of Burn-
side’s advanced positions and capture: portions of
two Federal regiments; no details are given. The
Confederateshad been repulsed at Collicrsville, on
the Memphis and Charleston Railway, and the
General in command of them, with his staff, Tiad
been captured. General Loring, with 8,000 Con-
federates, is at Canton; Mississippi, in the rear of
Vicksburg, defending the Southern railways, In
Arkansas the Confederates had been repulsed, and
1t was said that General Pricehad retreated beyond
the Red River.

A circumstantial report had been published of
the capture of Fort Sumter, and its oceupation by
a Pennsylvanian regiment, but this rumour is eon-
tracted by the last Federal advices and Confeder-
ate telegram to the 5th from Charleston, which
state that the bombardment of the fort still con-
tinued furiously. No casualties - were reported.
President Davis had visited Charlestonand mspec-
téd the defences. He is said to have expressed an
opinion that Charleston could never be taken.

In Maryland the elections had resulted in three
out of five of the Administration candidites being
returned.  Some protests had been made againsg
the presence of military at the polling booths.

The currency question is attracting much atten-
tion in the South. The Richmond papers coml)l;lrisn
of the scarcity of food, and the prisoners arrving
from Richmond were starving. The Plaladelphia
Enguier contains a doubtful rumour that the Clon-
federates are evacuating Richmond, and that Pre-
sident Davis has left permanently for the South,
President Davis had made a speech at Mobile re-
minding the troops that they were not common
soldiers but the hest population of the country

_————%
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Poured into the avmy, and he appealed to them
from other incentives than military t.lis'ci‘[.:fl]m, Self
must be entirely forgotten in present times, and
those who were hoarding up wealth were hlli‘l.l'l'!]]_l o
up infamy, the mark of which they and their pos-
terity, wlo shall have grown rich by war, must
bear, i

Mr. Seward had made a speech, asserting there
could be no peace until My, Lincoln was President
of the whole United States, He anticipated the
eatly subwnission of the insurgents, “when there
wauld be peace, and the angels in heaven a peace.”
There was no State that had been made stronger,
and cibizen that had not been made richer, Ly the
war,

VANNARPONNE RELIGIOUS DISCUSSION

SOCIETY.
(Continued from puee 186.)
Oclober 1st, 1863.
Rev. I Kilnerin the chair.
The Mizutes of the last meeting were read and con-
firmed. Resolved and carried by a unanimous vote that

Mess. Brown and Wiytilingam be Vice-Presidents of
the society. Mr, Bushnell according fo the anfounce-
ment made in the last meeting introduced his subject,
viz, that * creation iseternal” and attempted toestablish
his proposition by the following arguments.
‘1, The efernally ereative nature of God.?
2. "The immutability of God® ‘if hie be a creator now,
he always was.?
3.“The eternity of God to whom the whole eternity is
so small, that past and future eammot be applied to him?
The arguments adduced in support of the proposi-
tion were objected to by several members as unsound
and insufficient to warcant the conclusion that creation
i elernal. October 22, 1863
Rev 1. Kilner in the chair.
The minutes of the last méeting were read and adopt-
ed after some amendments were made, The eternity

of creation” the subject of discussion 1 the previous

meetingsvas resumed and Me. Suppiah stated aditional |

arguments in suppert ef Uie proposition, viz.

1. *God’s power and good will.?

2. “The relution of cause and effect.”

8. “Tha fact that activity 1s essential to being.?

Members were divided as tothe mode of proceedure
in the investigation of such a subject ; and finding that
thre fast appeal must be to the revealed will of God, It
was resolved to consider in the next meetine the sub-
eet; € What standard the Christians and-the H, tidus re-
cegnize respectively as of authority in nailers of reli-
gion’ and the meeting was then closed.

November 5. 1863.

Rew. L. Kiloer in the ¢hair.

The minutes of the last meeling weps read and adopted,
Aceording to the resohition passed in the last meeting
the question asto * What are the standards of authority
in religion recognized r espectively by the Hindus and
the Christians® was nken u p for consideration.

The Rev. My, McArther at the request of the ehair.
man (o state what is the Chifstings? standard, said that
“the question was simple and the Christian’s stundard
was the Bitle and the Bible alone Mr. MoArihurs
statement was supported by a ununimous agreement of
the Christians prosent that they rogard the Bible alone
as of authority in matter of Religion.

Next came up the question of the standard of Sivaism
or rather the Siva-sitanti system.  Mr, Mielowaganum
representing the Sivites stated that unlike the Christi.
ans he had to refer 1o a long catalogue of books as e
Sivite’s standard and they were as follows. The four
Vedes, 28 Agamas, 18 Puranas, 18 smirthies Angams,
Catpasntras, 207 Upaguinas Pragramas, Tavarum, Ti.
rowasagum and 14 Sittantams.  Then the question of
proving the authority of the respective standards was
lengthily discussed and 4s a step toward this the subject
of discussion agreed upon for the next meeting was the
genuineness of several standards. “Phere was o little
reluetance in the part of some Sivite members to enter
into an investigation of the genwineness &c. of the res.

pective stands, but however, after some consideration
it wus agreed that in the next meeting before the dijs.
cussion of the subject papers proving the genuineness
of the respective books be luid first on the table.
November 19, 1863,

Rev. J. Kilner ia the ehair.

The minutes of the lust meeting were read and adopt-
ed. But Mr, Bushnell contended for an amendment
in the minutes stating that the reluctance of the Sivites
Lo enter into an investigation of the genuineness of the
respective standard books was simply a reluctance to
investigation by externalevidence alone, Theamendment
was accordingly adopted and a letter from Mr. Michy
aganum was read stating that in consequence of some
pressing business he could not attend the meeting that
evening November 19 and requesting a postponement,

In consideration of the fuilure of the Siviles to pro-
duce their paper and the request of Mr. Mielowaganum
for a postponement it was proposed and carried
that the further consideration of the subject be defered
to the next meeting December. 3 1868,

Rev. J. Kilner in the chajr, .

The secretary being absent it was moved and unani.
mously ngreed that Me. Winslow act as secretary forthe
time being, No papercontaining the arguiments on the
side of the Sivites was produced. It was proposed by M,
Mylwaganam that the course of discussion and the mode
of proving the sivite’s standurd books be altered &e.

After a lengthy discussion Mr, Mylwaganum suid

that bie is ‘not ready with the required paper now, bat

he may or may not produce it here afier.” After some

] further discussion it was expressed by Mr. Mylwaganum
that ‘he feels himself quite unfit for the tusk imposed
upon him’ and sugaests that ubler hands such us Pun-
dits &c., may be ealled in to give what is wanted vig,
the proof of the authoritativencss of the Sivites standurd

| books.  Me. Bushnell filed a paper containing some

| objections to the mode of proving the authoritativeness
of the respective standard religious books.

'l‘rlu': chairman offered 1o give some statement of the
| &cnuineness &c, of the Sivite standard bur it was de=
| elined by the Siyites saying that ‘it was not right to get
o ‘swurd from the enemy.’ Every oneofihe Siyifewde-
clived to take upon himself the office of the ropresent.
ative of the Sivites, Mr. P, proposcd . that ‘two me
bers one a Sivite and the othera elristian do wait up-
on the most learned Pundits in Jaffan and respectfully
request them either 1o be present in the next meeling
19 prove orto give a paper proving the genuineness
authenticity and inspiration or the auf hority of the stand-
ard bluoks already quoted by the Sivites in one of the
meetings. The Maniagar of Jaffia seconded the motion
and I was carried unanimounsly. Mr. R. Newton for
the Christians and Mr. Mm'oga‘soc'fur the sivites were
‘selcclcd 1o forma deputation for the purpose vefered 1o
o the motion. December 17, 1863,

Rev. J. Kilner in the chair.

L'he minutes of the last meeting were read and adopt-
ed. A paper from the deputation was also read stat-
lng that they have had interviews with Mess. Aroomo-
gunuwulpr, S-.Lngnra.num:lchivuver anil Summantier,
and their reply was that they must be furnished with
the procgeed]ngs of the several meetings after which the ¥y
would give an answer to the tequest made from tl.e
society.,

Moyed by My, Suppinh and seconded by Mr. Waud
that the report of tle deputation, be adopied. Moved
by Mr. Suppiah and seconded by Mr. P.
cf:edmg_s ol this society be send to the [oeal papers for
.L:Jrcukfuon amd that Mess. Lyman and Winslow form a
committee to furpish a true copy of the proceedings 10
the Editors. It was also resolved (hat o copy of these
proceedings when printed be supplied to the gentlermen
refered to in the report of the deputatin with a view of
selting an answer from them.  Mr, Suppiuh volunteer-
ed to produce a paper al the next mecting shewing the
uui‘hority of the stundard works of the Sivites with the
assistunce of the Pundis. Agrecably 1o the request of
the chairman it was resolved to have the next meeting
ou the 14th of the next mouth, A. Lyimaa, Secry. n

Sub Com mittee, g [l Winslow

JUDGEMENT:,
(Continned from pags, 187 )

The PUF in this case is an Overseer employed in the
Roud Department by the Civil Engineer of the Pro.
vinee, and the #st Deft. was the proprictor si~a public
News Paper called the  Juffaa Freeman™ on the 291
Dee. 1862, when a ceriain letier dated from Kockoo-
vile 221d Dec. 1862 and signed S, A ? fuuthenticuted?
was addressed to the 2ud Deft. 1o the said proprictor of
the said Freemun was published by the suid  Ist Defy,
o the said 29 Dee, 1862, T'1is 15 all admitted

The P in his Libel compl.iius that his eharacer
as a Public officer and a privatedndividual hes beeny
by the writing and publishing of the said letier H# 1he
Defis. defumed, by the false, seandalous, malic’ usan |
defamatery matter contutned in the said letier, whe euy
hie lias beengroatly injured in his good name, fame and
credit, and that hehus also suffered pecuniary darmage.

It will be seen by the Ist Defts. answer that he ad-
| mits as the Editor of the said public News Paper (mean-
ing the Jafina Freeman) that he did publish the let-
ter (extracts from which are given in the Libely) but
he pleads ke did so bonafide, believing same 1o be true,
he pleads also that the said letter wus authenticated at
the time of publication, He denies that the PIfF 1S~
tained any damage whatever and all other allegations
of PIE. except thosz specially admitted in his answer,

The 2nd Deft. in his answer admits himself to Lo
the author of the said letter published in the  Jaffia
Freeman” dated 29th Dec. 1862. referred to in the
Libel and repeass the substance of the libelous mutter
set forth in the libel and contained in the said letter but
denies that he wrote it and caused to be published from
malice but with a view of inducing the authorities to
make enquiry into the conduct of the P und other
Overseers and for the parpose of preveuting extortion
and checking oppression in his village ; alleges that Lo
himsclf suffered by the malpractices of the PIUE thuy
he, PIT. received a bribe of £2 for accomoduting a
Brahmin at the expense and inconvenience of the said
2nd Deft.; thut PIff received ear-rings from a man cull-

ed Supper Pandary for removing the line from his land
and other charges of bribery.

The reply of the PIff, 1s merely a repetition of Lis
grievances.

Having briefly shown by the pleadings what the na-
ture ot the cuse is, the next step is to observe that the
2nd Deft in his examination not only admi{}pvery
thing eontained in the said letter of the 22nd December
and published on the 29th Dec. 1862 but justifies the
publication of it on the ground of the truth of the charg®
thercin contuined and express his readiness to prove
them to be such,

It seems to be the duty of the Court in the first to
decide whether the matter contained in the said letter
of the 29th Dec. 1862. s libelous or not. Although
the PIE was a public servant, and every pegson has a
righ_t to cqgment openly and strongly on his counduct,
yet it must be done dona fide and without imputing to

i
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him any corrupt motives ordishonestucts. Noone

The PIff has also proved actual damages by the Civil

can repd the letter of the 29th Dec. 1862. without at Ewngineer Mr. Folkard in not having reeeived promo-

aiice pronouncing it to contuin the grossest 'r:llm ries of
dishonesty and corruption and immorality. The Court
has vo hesitation than in pronouneing the said letter to
be a libelous production. It net only commcm_cd
strongly on the conduct of the PIT, but charged him
directly most corrupt, dishonest and immoral con-
duct.  Every wiliful and unauthorized publication in-
jurious 1o the character of unotheris a _L:bei. :

The next question to be decided is whether in the
case of the 1st Deft., the Editor of the News Paper the

™= publication of such a letter can be termed a privileged |

——

e

e

publication—as the 1st Delts l"mcturl has urged that
point on the consideration of the Uuul_'l itm Ll.stT 1'1'_-mm;k
that the general rule is that the proprietor of News Pa
per is answerable for the publication ofa Libel
though he has nothing to do with the publication u_n.d
the whole be condueted by his servants.  The proprie-
tor of a News Paper is prima facie answeruble for whut
a'pp_eurs in it.  Where the writer of a libelous letier
is acting in the due course of his duty legal or moral
towards the person to whom he writes, or \fhere he has
by his situation 1o protect ].iu;: interest of that person
under such eircumstances it isa prmlegf_z:l communi-
cation. In the cuse of the 2nd Deft. a privaie individ-
ual writes to the 1st Deft—the Editor ofa News Paper
—it cannot then be said that the 2nd Deft. Ila_d such
relations with the 1st Deft nor that the Ist Deft. in pub-
Iisniug'sur:h 4 letter was under any duty morul_ or legal
to make it known ; besides on the very face of the let-

ter itself it was not a eonfidentinl communication, but
directed 1o the Editor the 1st Delt. in his p_t_lbllc clinracter
~ Having decided that the letter of the 22nd DS(_J.SBZ
published in the Frecman of the 29th Dec. 1862. is of
a libelous chiracter and having also decided that it
was not a privileged publication the next step is to con-
sider the evidence adduced by the Defis. in justification
of the publication of the said letter. The Ist Deft.
calls no witnesses but seems 1o rely on the evl_deucc
ofthe 2nd Defr. ‘The said letter eharges the PIff. with
two other Overseers with the following instances of
direet dishonesty and immorality.  Ist, that the head
Overseer had traced out the line of ehannel alluded 1o
on such parts of the lunds which would be most injuri-
aus te the owners with the desicn of gening bribes.

2!u-Hy, that le cau_scd_ freat lossao thie Goverument
drdly, an injury to the publie, dibly ; that on the 29ih
Nov. last they, meaning  the PIE au d the two other
Overscers caused Paylists to be prepared charging
4 week™s pay as due lo some coolies who bad worked
only a week or two: 5.y, that25 peisons’ wages
were churzed who had never worked in the chanuel,
‘That' 15 belonged to'the suid Oyerseers and 10 w the
Odear; 61h, that lie hud beed supplied by the Oder,
with Arrack, Poddy and Haurlots 5 and the 2nd Deft. in
hisanswer, as | huve sald, repeuts Shese charges and
some other libelous matier. L0 prove tae truth of the
several allegations isolated evidence had been called

In every insiunce exeept in the allegation of a bribe

given by the Bralimuas of £2 and their evidences (4t

and 5th wilnesses go to prove a ditfereit trinsaction

altogether thut what is alleged in the answer, nimely
Nhitseveral plindks were siven of the value of 10s. 6d.

to the PUE fusiead of a sum of £2 in money. 'The

eldence of the otlier wituesses is quite insufficient to

uphiold the several alfegations of bribery or corruption

oratiseonduet of any kind.  ‘T'he Court in truth does

not consider it worthy of eredit and it is confirmed

most strongly in that view of it by the evidence adduc-

ed bythe PUE  His 1st witness Mr. Folkard the Civil
LEogincer gives the PIE a bigh character and states

distinetly the worl in question was done under his eye.

That alterations in the [line of chanmel were made on

ong or lwo occasions afler he first set it out by his order

apd that on these oceasions Pl acled under his diree-

tions altogether. Mr Folkard's.evidence seems to clear

thoroughly. No complaint was made to bim. And

farther though a petition went to the Goyt. Agent res-

peeting some eurth which had been left in the lane

actoss which the chanuel ran no complaint was ‘made

against the PUE of corrupt practices,

The evidence of the PIIE. asto the manner and mode
of paying the coolies employed on the channel is most
satisfuclory and rebuts in toro the allegation of the 2nd
Deft. as to the fraud committed by others on these oc-
casions in combination with the PIff. ~ No' such things
as alleged by'the 20d Deft. in his letter of the 2204
Dec. 1862. could have occurred  The PIE cannot be
expected neither is it necessary (the Court disbelieving
the siory of 4 or 5 witnessés about the plunks) to
Lring evidence to rebut it because there'is no such alle-
gation 1o be found ia the answer,

The text consideration (as - the Court does not
believe the 2nd Delt's witnesses and if credible, consi-
ders it insufficient to prove the truth of any one of the
instances of bribery, corruption and misconduct) is has
the letter been written by the 2ud Deft, bonafide that is
believing: the fuets theréin to be true or wag it written
muliciowly with intent to injure the PIff; The whole
compléxion aud tenor of the letter is such as to point
out that it was written maliciously and with the inton-
tienBY injuring the PIf. There is no other way of un-
derstanding the letier.  The Court considers it express-
ly malicious in the case of the 2nd Deft. and though no
express malice nor collusion on the part of the 1st
Defi. has been sufficiently proved, yet insucha case
as this, the Court is of apinton that both malice and
collusion is in law 1o be implied in the fact of an un-
authorized publication of a leiter so full of libelous
maller being inserted in a publig Newspaper,

tion last yeur when he would have been promoted had
it not been for the publication of the said letter. :
It is therefore adjudged and decreed that the Defts.
pay to the PIf. a damuge sum of £20 and all the costs
of this suit, (Signed,) H. POLE.
Act. District Judge,

LIGHT UPON MARRIAGLE CEREMONIES.

Just now thal all elasses and ereeds are discussing
the merits of the New Marriage Ordinance. the read-
ers of the Ceylon Palriot may perhaps be pleased if
you favor them with the accompanying remarks It
is a curious thing to see how d ay-light is breaking i
upon the darkness of gld superstitious and how the spirit
of the age is secking (o expose all shams. The Romun
church has a war to wage 10 keep itself from erumbling |
to pieces under the test of history and common sense ; |
and some Protestants too will find it needful to bridle in
thetr steeds or they may over-ride the plainest lessons
of history and the simplest teachings of the Bible. ;

1. The state has ever claimed the right of reguluting
she laws of marriage.

2. The necessity of religious exercises in marriage
was not recognized by the Civil Law until the minth
century, though the ehurch had required religious rites
from the second century.

3. For the first Jiwve centuries, the chureh had no
power over marriage beyond that of censure and ex-
communication,

4. In the middle ages, the churcl’s influence pre-
ponderated, but did not even then amount to exclusive
Jurisdietion as to marriage

9. Mixed marringes between Christians and idolaters
were denounced by the eatly fathers and the decrees of
several councils.

6 A heathen marriage was not annulled on the con-
version of either party to Christianity.

7. The early church decided whether a arringe
among Christinns was in accordance with Christian
principles.

B Second marriages were strongly opposed by the
early Christians, under the idea that marriage was a
spiritunl union, and was intended to be renowed be-
yond the grave. >

9. It was customary to celebrate the nuptials by
processions—sonus ;—feasts ;—and scaltering money
among the poor.

10. The following things were deemed necessary
to the validity of a marriage :—(1) A mutual contraci:
2) The confirmation of this contract by gifts; a ring ;
a kiss; and adowry:—It was also needfol that all
these should be attested by a sufficient number of wit-
nesses.

L1, Polyzamy and fornicatiew were econdemned by
the primeval institution, which joined one man to one
woman : see Gen. 1, 27—28.

12, “The Jewish parents selected wives for their sons
and husbands for their daughters.

13. The Jewish marriage ceremony does not appear
to have been the work of the Priest: but to have been
simply a covenant made between the Father and the
brothers of the bride on the one hand, aud the Jather
of the bridegroom on the other. 'This was attested by
witnesses, sometimes by writing; and sometimes with
an oath.

14. Sometimes the father of the bride reccived a
dowry varying from 30 to 50 shekels _

15 Rarely was the bride the recipient of a dowry
from her father. =

16. A blessing was implored on the married conple.

17. Another ceremony practiced in later Jewish
times was for the father of the bride to place the right
hand of his danghter into the right hand of the bride-
graom.

18. Is it not strange that we no whete read in the
Old and the New Testaments ?

L. Of the Jewish priest ex-officio performing the cer-
emony of marriage ¢ Nor, ’

2. That Jewish marriages were performed in the
tabernacle whilst it stood, and in the temple afier the
tabernacle wus superseded > Nor,

3. That Jesus even once performed the ceremony ?
Nor,

4. That the great law giver left laws for the guidance
of his diseiples respeeting marriage ceremonies ? Nor,

5 That any one of the apostles ever performed this
ceremony for the early Christians ? Nor,

6. That they have any where: intimated that it is a
part of the Pastoral or Ministerial office to perform the
marriage ceremaony ?

The Christian church of this land should ponder these
facts, or otherwise it muay impose oa itself burdens
which it has no scriptural obligation 1o bear.

Benepier,

Fary
o'

SIVITE.
The Nellore Reformation meeting.

It appears that prior to the Cheistian cra both bays
and girls were prostituted to the most yile purposcs, us
a part of the Religious service offered to the heathen

ods.

Whilst Greek and Roman Philosophers refused 1o
oppose this terrible profligacy, Moses the Jowish Legis-
lator enacted,

1. That among the Israelites no prostitute male or fe-
male, should be tolerated and if the danghiter of a pricst |
especially guilty of whoredom, she should be stoned |
and her body shjuld be burnt.—Ley : xxi, 9,

Further in-ordec that: Priests [of AVELICIOns minds

| that ever corpy

should not in immitation of other nations make crimes
of this kind a part of the Divine wo ship be enacted.

<. That the price of whoredom, though presented in
return for a vow should not be received at the sanctu-
ary.—Deut. xxiii, 18. Notwithstanding - the severity
of these and similar enactments, prostitutes of both
Sexes were set apart in the time of kings for the seryice
of idols. See, Prov. I[: 16,—19. Do. V: 3—6. Do, VII
9,—27.. Amos. 1I: 7. Jeremiah, 111:9. Do. V: 7.
Kings XIV:24. Do XV: 12.

We hail with great thunkfulness the movement being
made by our Sivite friends at Nellore to remove the
vilest and most uahallowed appendage to their religion
! ption itself brought forth, viz, the danc-
Ing oirls—alias cormmon prostitutes, we wish the priests
at Nellore every suceess in their initiativg efforts and
hope it will lead to greater reforms until they shall
know and serve the only living and true God and Jesus
Christ whom he has sent, Amicus,

MISSING LETTERS.

Dear Sir,

It has fallen to my lot to communicate the fallowing
and 1o ask you earnestly lo- give it insertion in one of
the earliest issues of yourimpartial Journal. It was on.
ly but the other day T had the luck of holding a conver-
sation with a friend of mine who was absent all the time
in Colombo and Kandy. In the course of our conver-
sation having talked of several things I was questioned
by my friend to assign reasons for not hitving written
in reply to what he had written on a certain date. I
was started by his query and having been puzzled for
a while prevailed upan him to speak the truth; further an
intelligent friend who sat by us, said it I1s not an uncom-
mon case missing letters in this manner, Well having
given no heed 1o his words I stjll wsisted in a stubborn
way to get hold of the faet, Iinmediately my friend
siepped in and produced a memorandum in which the
dutes of the posting of the letters are kept. Doubtless that
streasthened his assertion a great deal more, Sir, this is
not the first occasion I heard or met persons complaining
aboutthe Misfortune of losing urgent and important let-
ters. The letters being inanimare objects in themselves ;
who is in the fault ? Certuinly it canuot but be the fault
of those who are engaged in the post office by the Gov-
erament. - There is hardly any reason to believe other-
wise than that this happens purely by cagelessness and
gross neglect and perhaps through the vﬁut_.ef proper
peons to distribute the letters carefully to the respective
pariies. Ideem it to be the duty of every patrivt to make
a loud cry about this great evil and for the good of the
public to arouse the attention of the superior officers to
be little more strict as to this affair. A few remarks
from your able pen will not prove useless on the point.

One who missed a leiter,

FROM THE MADRAS OBSERVER.

“A remarkable instance of Parsee generosity
has lately been made public. One Rustoyseg
JAMSETJEE JEJEEBHOY has determined to devote
alakh and a half of Rupees (150,000) to enable
five Natives of Indiato qualify themselves in Eng-
land for practice at the Bar in India, The Bene-
fits of this proposal are (according to his own
memorandum) to be opento one parsee,one Hindu
and one Portugnese, in Bombay; one Mahommed-
an, and one Hindu or Bast Indian, from Calcutta
or Madras; all of good family eonnections, oceupy-
ing a respectable position in Society. No eandi-
date, whatever hisabilities may be, is to be selec-
ted who: cannot produce undoubted proof of his
good moral conduct. The proposal is to be kept
open for one year.- The scale uponwhich the ex-
penditure is caleulated is exceedingly liberal, vir,,
to each successful ecandidate:—

“Passage-money to England and back
£220. Rs. 2,200

Fees Book, &, during the 3 years resid-
ence in England, say £730.

- Expence of living in England for 3 years
say £350 per annum £1050,

Sum to be presented to each candidate
on his return to India, who has sue-
cessfully passed asa Barrister, and can
also produce Certificates of his good
moral conduct during his residence in
England £1,000.

“Total expense incurred on account of
each successful candidate, Rs. 30,000

“If any of those who may be selected should fail
to qualify themselves after 8 years or at the most
34 years residence in England, or if any of them
are unable to produce a certificate of good moral
conduct during their residence in England, for
such candidates the present of (Rupees 10,000) ten
thousand rupees, on their return to India 15 to be
withheld,

“Candidates will be required after the expira-
tion of each year's residence in England, to pro-
duce o certificate of the progress made by them
from the proper authorities in England, and also
respecting their moral conduct.  Should these
certifieates be unsatisfactory, the allowance will
be discontinued.”

“This is indeed a most munificent proposal, and
we lhope that it may be productive of good to the

7,300

10,500

10,000

| natives of India”
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