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vote sf some 20 or 30 of his fellow associates :L_mzl
especially to censure them for differing from .Lum‘

We commend this Society to the good will of
all and again we venture to predict great results.

SPECIAL PRAYER MEETING:
Persuant to the announcement made a series
of prayer Meetings have been in the various pro-
testant Churches both morningand evening where
the attendance was very satisfactory.

Notice to Subscribers..
Bubseribers are respectiully reques:en_i to.give l‘!Oll_l.‘.lf of‘f .-;.E
ehange of address, or any irregularity in the delivery o

paper.

jce to Correspondents. :
Mlcnmmulgioi:::iuns to the Ceylon Patriot must Pe Pf(“]:ltrz:]:]lf‘
We also request that all letters to our address s -lII:-‘ ) ‘a'nm
the Ceylon Patriot be authenticated as otherwise they may b
Jeceive attention :

e

SIVAISM CHALLEN GED. e
chall to Public Discussion in English o

i‘.hé& aui.h{}fiz?nf the standards of Sivaism is here-
by given to C. Arumugam Navaller or any cther
Sastrior Hindu Prigstin Jaffna, by theundersigned.
The terms to be setiled by a Committee con-
sisting of an equal number of Christians and Hin-
dus to be nominated by the disputants respect-

ively. A Woob.
o Jaffna, January 6, 1864

SPECIAL SERVICES.

In adition to the usual Wateh Night held at
the Wesleyan Chapel, there were two interes-
ting services in Chundicully on the last evening
of the year, one in Tamil which commenced at Y.
P.M. and the other in English at 11. P. M. con-
ducted by the Rev. Messrs LaBrooy and Pargiter
afterwhich the Communionwasadministered about
half past 12 o' clock..

_ THE REV. C. KOCH OF BORNEC.
~ We understand that this gentleman has arriv ed
Galle and is daily expected at Jafina,

SMALL POX. >
We have heard that the Small Pox has made its
appearanee in some districts in the Proyinee.
If this be the fact, we are confident cur energet-
ie Med. officer and his able assistant will spare no
etfortstoarrest the progress of this fearful epidemic.

dn

BREAD FRUIT PLANT. _

A large number of Bread Fruit Plants can now

be purchased at the Kutchery gardens by apply-
ing to Cangany in ; . K

Jaffna, January, 1st. 1864 2

ADVERTISEMENT
- Oriental Bank Corporation. BT
.Bjx'LAgfn"_‘ of this Bank will be opened at Jaff--
na in the mlese of next month.™ :
By order of the Court of Directors.
GeorcE DUFF.
- Manager:

: = — . =
e Weylon EWatriot,
EXTREMES MEET.

Ethnology has proved almost to a demonstra-
tion that the human race had a common origin—
The Bible teaches that God made of one blood all’
men that dwell on the face of the earth., The
Great Teacher came down to our earth to redeem
the race and to make all men one in himself—
and notwithstanding the existence of many eau-
ses of disunion, ever and anon, we see the human
race evineing its oneness of structure and sympa-
thy in somewrand agreement of action amid con-
flicting theories. Even in Sivaism and Churisti-
anity there may be found some common features
which are the heredetary types of the race, Hu-
man nature true to itself swingsback to its natural
cowrse when the pressure of circumstances, is re-
moved. Asightof suffering, we suppose affects the
Sivite in tlie same way, if not always, to the same
extent as it does the Christians,

Truth and justice ave as essential to the moral
character of one as the other not more truly do
they both breathe the same atmosphere, or behold
the same sun and how in submission to the same
natural laws, than they have the same need of
mercy and ave destined to stand before the same
great Tribunal they and the xtian ave areon many
points. Why shd. they not. henio reatatoneonall?

Free discussons and a friendly interchange of
thought will do us all good. “The Christian and
Sivite Discussion Secicty” at Wannarponne, will
do great good if both parties can be persuaded to
ke:-g in good temper with each other, It is very
hard 4o be abused for one opinion honestly held
and *still worse to bescandalised because one man
will not give up his convietions at the demand of

«afther. Let the Stviteand the Christian young
men become more and more familiar with each
other and we are sure that they will learn to es-
teem each other more and more. There appears
tu have been as there ahwayswill be in each meet-
ing some misunderstanding as to what really is
the best way to get at tTle-truth_ The meeting
seems to have taken one view of this ease and
Mr. Bushnell another. Tt would be very unwise
for-any solitary member to exalt himself above thew

Deer. 1863.

OURGOVERNMENT AGENT.
Qur energetic Government Agent is now basi-
Iy engaged in appointing Headmen to offices that
have been for some timé past vacanb. On Monday

last ws at Chavagachery.

BANK NOTES.
Communicated.

While we are inspired_iiith the hope of Bank
Agency to grace cur towsM-the course of the cur.
rentmonth we regret to notice that the Nofes issued
from the Banks arve at a disecount of between 3
and 18 pence aceording to their valwe. We ob-
serve that a pound in %ofe could not be changed
at “Bankshalls” unless it accompanies 3d,  We
look upon this as a great eval crying for speedy
redress. 1t arises from an undue and larger num-
ber of Notes in circulation than is commensurate
with the other coins, as well as from a large num-
of Company Rupees almost daily taken to India.
Silver money, in consequence, seems to be searcer,
The facts of our Island being in constant commu-
nication with the neighboring continent, and
her having to buy g very articles of living—rice
and cloth, among others such as live stock, curry
seeds &e. suggest fo our mind the necessity that
lies for the local Government to solicit the Gov-
ernor of Madras to allow the passing of Ceylon
currencies in southern India at least.  Both fliese
colonies bein g under the same sbvereign, we won-
der ab the sterness of the Government of onein
refusing the coins'of the other, under such eircum-
stances as are between Indiaand Ceylon.

SIVAISM.

In eur advertising column will be found a No-
tice by Mr. Wood, challenging Sivaism. We be-
lieve thatit affordsa fine opportunity for Messrs A.
S. and other Pundits in the province to give the
votaries of Hinduism the benafit of their research-
esinto their Vedsand Agimas if they have any.

Tue Delhi Gozette says that he quotes from the
Hipdw Patriot a mysterious sensational paragraph
which the Native Paper professes to have taken
from a Naple's Journal. We thought, that such
things belonged to the dark ages; but the industry
of our Hindu' Cotemporray has discovered one in-
stance at least in those days Hers it jsi—

“A mason living in the Rue Forba was awal-
ened a few nights back by aknocking at his door.
On opening he saw two strangers, who asked him
to.go with them to executen piece of work of
great urgeney. The man at fivst hesitated, but
being persuaded by the offer of a handsome re-
ward, at length consented. He was then blind-
folded, and having#een led to a earriage, the vihi-
cle droye off.  After having béen driven for sowe
time, the carriage at length stopped. The man
was led upseveral flights of stairs and the band-
age then taken from his eyes. He was then

ordered to make in the wall of the chamber in

Wwhich he, found himself & hols, spiticiently long
— o e~

and wide to contain a coffin. The mason at first
refused, but, being menaced with death, he per-
formed the work required. When he had finish-
ed, an empty coflin was brought from another
room, and at thesame time a young woman hand-
somely dressed, was dragged in, struggling vio-
lently. She was then forced into the. coffin, the
lid screwed down, and the coffin placed in the re-
cess, which the mason still undermenaces of death
was compelled to close up, so that nothing could
be seen. That donehe was again blindfolded and
taken in the same carriage to the sea beach, where
the two strangers, having removed the bandage
from his eyes, gave him ten piastres, told him to
go his way, adding that they did not impose even
secrecy on him. The mason immediately gave
notice to the police of the incident, but could aff-
ord no information as to the loeality” €. Tel.
OUR CONTEMPORARY.

It is again in our power to give our contempo-
rary a bit of advice and we do so hoping he may
have the good sense to take it and improve by it.

Considering the well known character for inte-
grity which our District Jndge pessesses it seems
to us to be mean and false and altogether unman-
ly to insinuate the opposite, because the law has
somewhat, as we think, justly arrested the down-
ward progress of the “Freeman.” : e

The hot and cold, fair and foul sort of writing
on the character of men in office among us which
our contemporary sometimes adap’rff‘ﬁ very re-
prehensible. St

He may perhaps risk against our atlvice but
we tender it to him in hope that henceforth he
will cease to traffic in motives &e. and deal in
fact.

The public will then prove a better customer
at the mart of the unfortumate Freeman. We do
not, as ywe might, rea# him a lec bure on the recent
case of lebel. We simply remark that a clearer
case never was and it is to he expected that it
will teach him caution. Let him beware, who
plays with: fire. Were we in his circumstances, we
should resolve henceforth to strike out for our-
selves a new course, one of upright and dignified
adherence to truthand of firm support of all that
is good.

WE observe thatthe Indian Reformer has been
transferred into the hands of new Proprietors. We
might add to this intimation, that the Madras
Times and the Madras Ezaminer have been pur-
chased by a wealthy pentleman of the Firm of
Messrs.  Arbuthnot and Co., and that they are to
be amalgamated from the beginning of the year.
The Editor of the Madras Daily News, we under-
stand, takes the editorial management, and the
editor of the Mudras Tinies becomes a contribu-
tor on his former income. Other changes are con-
templated, we hear, but we are not in possession
of authenticated information. Our readers will
know more about these matters by and bye. Mr.
Geralde, of the Bangolore Hearid has r"esigned-
Poor man, we expected this; and so he has again
become “a rolling stone that gathers no moss.—
Carn. Telegraph.

PROVINCIAL COCHIN.

In onr issue of the 17th Oectober last, we refer-
red to a remarkable ease of murder by torture, of
a Pulea boy, by his Master. The perpetrator of
the erime was convicted, and sentence passed on
him by tive Court at Allepey, the decision was re-
ferred in due course for the confirmation of the
Sudder Bench— At this stage of the ease,a Puleah
youtl was produced before the latter tribunal, by
younger brether of the Prisoner, as the boy alleg-
ed to have been murdered—With wonderful de-
termination and coolness, the lad acted the part
assigned him and gave some very excellent reasons
to account for his precious absence, and for the
supposition formed that he was dead. To addtothe
romance of the story, the mother of the deceased
came forward and recognized him with well dis.
guised emotion, as her lost son. We stated that
the ease had been remained to the lower Court for
further enquiry. The denowement has now reaeh-
ed us and we lay the particulars before our readers

The investigation ordered, was eommenced by
the present sitting Judge of the Allepey Court on
the Criminal side; but ashis unaided acumen was
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ot considered sufficientfor the occasion,

probably
the case was or & e -
Court. A prolonged enquiry tollpwed, and amass
of nnnecessary and irrelevant evidence placed on
record and it is believed that the farce would have
continued teo this day, had not the intelligence that
the affair had got into the public prints, electrifi-
ed the Court into decisive action. The original
sentence against the prisoner was confirmed—the
precocious lad who figured before the Sudder
Court was pronounced to be a wile }.Jl‘otende_r—
hut feelingly alive to the weakness of humanity,
the court acquitted the prisoner's brother who had
insticated the Puleah to personate the murdered
boy,owith a view to screen fhe prisoner from the
sunishment due to his atrocity. We Lear that the
Judgment of the lower Court dwells with touch-
ine sensibility, and a pathos quite refreshing, on
the virtue of fraternal affection, suc_h as_ wpu.l[.
make the fortuneof any Madras Publisher,if given
to the world in_ the shape of a homily for the
; O%an'caunat omit tonotive another extraordinary
feature in this case, which will serve to illustrate
the “olorious uncertainty of the law.” At the

re}jﬂfina,ry examination of the case before the

olice Officer, two persons who were engaged in
their fields near the spot where the murder occur-
ved, gave a very clear and minute account of the
deed. and admitted that they had themselves as-
sisted in burying the body. In.the absence of
other eye witnesses, these two men were a.d.nnt:fted
witnesses to secure the conyiction of the pr_mc}_pal
offender; and a separate charge was made against
them, for “misprison of felony.” When thg ease
came on before the Criminal Court, the two wit-
nesses were put on their trial as second and third
prisoners in the principal ease of murcller, th_.u-:‘a ex-
cluding their evidence against the chief prisoner.

The case against him having been thus weakened
it funﬁ.shgg colour for the mitisated sentencs of

7 years imprisonment actually recorded against
“4im. The two minor effenders had nd cencern
whatevepjgelte foul deed of murder; they acted
a very sibordinatepart in the tragedy, by helping
to inter tHe lifeless body ; and there is every rea-
son to believe, that fear combined with ignorance
indueed them to observe silence in the first in-
stance. The rejection of their testimony as wit-
nesses, and the subsequent-change in the order of
commitmentadopted by the Police Officer appears
to us a most strange procesding.—Chrontcle.

THE MATL oF 26TH NOVEMBER.
Observer Office.
Friday Beening, 1si Janwary 1864

“The Benares with the aboye Mail arrived at
Galle at 10, 6 o'clock this morning :—no explana-
tion of the delay has as yet veached us although
it is evident the Bengal has broken down. The
following is the publie,and two Speceal Tellegram
with important news.

From Galle 31st December 12-40 p. 3.

Steamer Maooltan sailed for Suez.

From Galle, 1st Jannary, 11-55 A, ».

The Federal General Meade, has advanced to
Culpepper and General Lee has retired beyond
the Rapidan. Burnside has suffered a severe dis-
aster and is said to be superceded.

The siege of Charleston is continued, but with-
out much effect. :

Tellezraphic communication between New York
and Halifax had been interrupted.

The Confederate General Brage is said to be
evacuating his position before Sattanooga.

The discovery of a Confederate conspiracy in
(’anada has been officially notified to the Federal
Government.

Correg, Plantation Ceylon middling 74s. to 78s.
good middling 78s. to 83s. fine middling 86s. to
20s.

Cocoanur Orn—Ceylon £45 and Cochin £47.

CorroN—Better demand.

Vessels arrived from Ceylon—Ships ‘Elbs,
“‘Royal Bride, ‘Elizabeth Douthwite, ‘Almera,’
‘Heather Belle and ‘Calphurnia,’ sailed for Cey-
lon:—Ships ‘Dupuy De Lorne,” ‘John Robinson,’
‘Affiance’ and “Malakof’

( Special Tellegram for the Col. Observer.)
London, 26th Nov. 1863. NewYork, 14th:
Lee entrenched South of Rapidan
Longstreet marching to East Tennesse,
England declined European Congress,

Coliee firmer, seven hundred and twenty-six(?)
seven hundred and eighty-six (¥)—Native sixty-
nine,

London, 8rd December, 1863.

Sir John Lawrence appointed Governor Gener-
al of India.

Starts on the 10th.

Bank Discount, eight per cent.

America, 20th Nov, 1863,

dered to be heard before the full |

of a very good and lovely disposition whigh is al-

| tlemen may prove an acguisition to the Colombo Bar.

Bank’s expedition landed on Texican coast,

Marched on Brownsyills. :

Confederates Brage and Grant largely reinfore-
ed near Chattanooga.

Burnside invested Kuowvelle.

PASSENGERS BY MatL—Miss Williams, Messys.
Bailey, Porter, Milne and Ellis.

The appointment of Sir John Lawrence as
Governor General of Tndia, and England’s refusal
to attend a European Congress are the too most

impertait items of news by this Mail.”
The Colombo Bxtraordinary.

LADY ELGIN.

“Lady Elgin is reported to bein a very del icate
state of health. Captain Armstrong, A. D. Q., 1&
seems, has actually arrivedat Allhabad to “receive
her. Perhaps the very best thing in the world
that they could do, would be, to let the poor
woman alone. She has her own sorrows, bat red-
tape, and a score of indeseribably colored uniforms
will not allow her to indulge in any such real
luxury. Perhaps they bad better murder her, too,
with excessive kindness, and then, after she is
buried, fold their hands, declare that “it was the
will of God.”

CORRESPOMEENER
(From our Correspondent.)
COLOMBO.
Sir: ‘25th December, 1863.

1 am happy te inform yeu that two deserving wentle-
men of this place pussed their examination yesterday,
before the “Board of Exanminers’’ and were admitted
as Advocates of the Supreme Court.  One of them is-
the well known Mr. James Alwis a Proctor of 19 years
standing, who, during that perivd has shewn himself to
be a gentleman of very hich attainments and of emin-
ent quulifications, DBesides his Leing the author of sev-
eral vuluable werks, he has acted as the Distriet Judge
of Negombo as well as Commissioner and Police Ma-
gistrate of Colombe.

The other gentlemanis one Mr. J. W. Fransiscus a
araduate: Bishop’s College, Colombo, and a very good
classical scholar. e lias been, prior to his Examina-
tion, reading law with the Queen’s Advocate Mr. Mor-
zan and in the Examination he is said to have acquit-
ted himsell ereditably. He is a Tamil yeung man

ways, not only a desiruble, but a very essential qualifi-
cation in one who attains the proud dignity of an Advo-
cate, Our only and sincage wish is that these two gen-

The next examination of candidates for Advocates
and Proctors will probably be held en the 25th Proximo
us noticed in the *Examiner.”

The Memorial to her Mujesty the Queen peepared
by the members of the Legislative Couueil complain-
ing against the £30 000 now additionally required for
the Military Kixpenditure of Ceylon, is going the round
of Colombo for obtuining signatures. Peuple seem to
sign the Memarial moest willingly.

It teay not be u new thing when I say that a branch
of the Oriental Bank Corporation is to be established in
the Northern Peninsula dusing the eourse of next month.
This would be altegether o new thing for the Northern
most corner of ourdsland but n sure il would prove
a blessiug to the place and esp ly so to the Mercan-
tile Community of the place. We hopethat merchants
both English and native, as well as others will try their
utmost to keep up the *“Branch Bank™ in their midst, as
it is said that the present undertaking is to be only a
teial.

Neavly a week dgo, a man called Canapady died by
accidentully falling inte a weil, from which he was draw-
ing water for the flower garden of Mr. Comarasamy
now in England. A jury was empannelled who after
a thorough investigation brought in a verdict of ‘acei-
dental death by drowning.*?

The weather here, is rather dry and eppressive Tt is
BoW more than a week and a half since we have had
any rain whatever. We continue to have dew in the
night although slight. The streets are all dusty. We
anxiously look forward for a heavy cooling downpour.

A_SI was writing the above, I noticed two processions
pussing by the Street with what they call emas presents
consisting of cakes, plantains, pine-apples and various
other eatables, accompanied with Tom-Tom beat and
music. The same peaple returned home with new
suits of cloths which ave given to them as presents by
their Superiors for whom they took their presents first.

Xmas is going on splendidly well. Many taverns are
shut up for fear of disturbance und riat.

Yours traly You know who.

Dearn Mg Parrior,

L haye been somewhat surprised, that in your very
valuable periodical, you should do earnestly plead
for the weak side of a bad cause as in the ecase of the
New Marriage ordinance, Perhaps your philaathropy
was called into play by the suicidal folly and self-
Humbling advaocacy set up by thg various opponents of
the new ordinance. One argument you do not appear
to have duly noticed, which with your permission I will
now slate in a word or two.

The peor Romaaists appear ta have Faillcn into un-
fortunate hands. The prolific seribbler who bounds
on his “children” to all forms of opposition to the Gov.

STRERE @Yo going e farlas to) dare jfociquestion the

supremacy of the Queen and the power ofcivil over
canon law, I fear, is not fully understood by the Euro-
peans of the land. In weighing his stmné words and
unmeaning repetitions it should be remembered that
he is a Foreigner who from his birth up, has been more
or less ignorant of the English language, Customs and
loyalty. Just so. also of the; Prelate whose petition if it
may be by a stretch of the imagination so called had
to be weeded of disloyal expressions before it could
even be read at the Legislative Council. Good quict
mnan as heis; He too must be regarded as not being
f'ull_y_m\-'are of what he is doing nor as understanthn?
the import of the words he is made to use. He, tuo
I say isa foreigner; now these very simple facts ought
o lead the Cevlon publie to form a mild estimate of
so bold an opposition and induce all good men to in-
dullgf piety instead of indignation.

Thus much is fair on the prineiple ¢ giving the
Devil Lis due.” l nmphin?}:artif;i‘tﬁu e

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.

Few weeks have rolled overmy head, since I
sent up my scraps, i
. Our young and lovely Magistrate P. Selby Esq.
is clearing away the accumulated arrears, which
require some time to dispose them of The weath-
er is now and then interupt the business, and pre-
vents the punctual attendance of the paties and
witnesses, the necessary appendages of law suits.

~ When the weather clears, I hope, the arres:s
also will be cleaved. #

The Sub-Collector of our Port, agreeably met
w:t‘h some work, on his resumption of his duties
which broke the “dead silence”, alluded to in one
of my communieations. But nature should have

| 1ts own course, and the Porf is elosed up protem-

pore,

The Landing Waiter Mr. A Keoch, who is a
steady and Promuissing young man, beyond his
teem*T think, has relieved Mr. Tounssaint who is
now at Jaffna. The Shroff of eur Port is on sick
leave. .

The Port whig teemned with Vessels, now teems
with surges. “Mie eternal edict thitherto shall
thou come but no further, an®here shall thy proud
waves be slayed” extorts daily, hourly, and wmin-
utaly, homage from the boisterous element, strno-
ling ¢with the tyranic Neptune for eahn Tepose. »

Point Pedro, A SPECTATOR.
Becember 8th, 1863

MR. MORRIS AT TRINCOMALIE.
* December 1145 1863,

Our Town has been forsome days past the scene of
much delight in the hourly expectaton of the arrival of
our much esteemed and respected Government Agent.
The plensure with which Mr, Morris returns to eurehores
was welcomed by all classes is manifest by the crowds.
of people whe were assembled at the Custom house
loner harbour, when the landing took pluce. Wi
permission of the Assistant Collector of customs, fe
Jetty was most artificially decorated after the Orieqtal
style and under the decoration was hung a board with
the werd “‘welcome? on it ornamented with flowers
and ever greens—the native local band was in attend-
ance, the Policemen with their inspector at the head
formed line on borth sides of the wharfand the Goy-
ernment Agent was ushered into his conveyance with
loud cheers from all who know and respected him at
about 2. p. n. this day.

The Chief Mudliar’s attendance at the spot was pre-
ventod by the death this morning of his brother Mr. S. A,
Alagacoon Mudliar, a true and pieus Christian.

A. B.

1o the Editor of the Ceylon Patriot,
January 5th, 1864,

Dear sir,

It is to our greatest admiration and deepest re-
gret, we see that the salt market in the evening
bazar of Alavetty has been abruptly discontinued
from the 31st wltimo. You are, we hope, per-
fectly aware that its urgent and unavoidable
wants would be felt by the majority of the inha-
bitants; and we ean hardly express or either give
you an idea of the want felt by the poorer class
of the people who only obtain this article of nec-
essity from their smallest earnings of the day as
would suffice to their immediate use and for such
amount as eould be spaired out of the day’'s earn-
ings. This class of the people resort to the
salt market and buy daily from the Renter
for a farthing or half and very frequently manage
with it till next evening comes,; it beingshard
with any body to abstain from its use, it is quite
necessary to remove orabolish such market with
previous warning when not only the pEt;fﬂG'
will procure the stuff, although it is against law
to have salt in houses in greater quantity than
is allowed by the Ordinance. We therefore ear-
nestly request you to take the matter to the
notice of our Kind Rulers, through the columns
of your Patriot and relieve us of the sufferings.

Yours faithfully
A number of people who

r suffer from a want of Salt,
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MUSIC.
{Continued from page 186, Vol. [st.)

That they are averse generally to sing in public, be
the true European or Tamil is undeniable, Time is
far distant when the fair sex of our iand will be ina
position to break through those rules which are invaria-
bly observed by the respeciable Tamils. It will be long
and I may say that centuries must elapse, before the
ladies of our land will mingle in socicety as those of
Europe ; sing in public mectings and assemblies ;
ansinsuchrespects cope with English Ladies. Itistrue
that Tumil ladies now sing Englishtunes in Churches but
we must consider the time the Missionaries have been
labouring in our land, 1o see how it is that native ladies
have done what broke the burrier which generally
hinders the females of our land, from singing n public,
It is the education the softer sex have received,coupled
with the march of civilization that has served o make
them do so. Had the Missionaries been for the last
50 years teaching at their schools ‘Tamil musice, there
could be no doubt that onr ladies would be quite asable
and willing to sing Tamilasthey do English tunes in reli-
gious meetings &e. Butagain,there isnogreat necessity
for these to join in singing since as | have already
shown it is not absolulely necessary for the object of
Christian Worship that every one of the congregation
should jomn insinging. Thatdancing girls are only
females thatsing Tamil tunes in an assembly, is no ar-
gament to prove that our lndies could not join in sing-
iuz supposing as [ have said, suffiicienteare were taken
by the Missionaries anggothers interested in the subject
in question to teach Pamil musie in all our schools and
to countenance its use in all important meetings.

The essayist seems to argue very much in the strain
in which some of our Missionaries do with reference to

«mdlic jewels which are warn by the Christian Indies of
our land, Beecuuse the dancing girls wear the nose
ornament (ga# 554 ) they say ourladies ought not to
e allowed to put it ‘'on. Fine argument certainly Il
Such suggestions if attended to—suggestions which
arise frum ignorance of the state of the Tamils of India,
their dress and mnnners,—would gradually tend to
malie the Tamils appear Burshers in their dress, and
by degrees 1o do away with the dress, manners and
customs whith are peculiar to our nation® For the
removal of the noseornament might be follow-ed by
thuse of the head; and amain, the jewels worn on
the neck might suffer the same fate; the change
mizht not swp here, but extend to ather parts ofghe
dress of the softer sex.  Instead of the beautiful Chela,
(Gzam) gown might be brought in, and the change
might go on uniil there is litle or do difference be-
1ween thedress of our females and that of the Burgher
or European ladies, - :
The mistake in those that think that fhese observan-
ces now in vogue in Christian Churches, ought to be
strictly attended to notwithstanding many of them are
in direct contradiction to Hindu manners, customs &c
arises from their identifying such of those observances
peculiar to Europeans with Christian observances.
They ecannot think of certain of these lafter, without
unvigiably coupling them with some of the former.
It is&s&rl mistuke to suppose that because the Earo-
peaoshnd Americans brought to our land the blessings
of Cliristiantty, their manners &, should be substituted
fur ours, as if they were inseparably connected with
the religion of Clrist.  Christianily is a religion suita-
ble to ail clusses and conditions of men irtespective of
the distinction of race, nation&c. It does not in-
terfere with any customs of any nation, unless such
customs are in any way contrary to the doetrines it in-
cnlcates  We may be Tamils 1n every respeet, and
still profess Christianity.  1ftho Europeans have adopt-
ed certain abservances in connection with the religion
which are extrancous to us, ilis no reason why we
should alsv follow them. They adhere td their customs
and manners beecause they are Europeans not becausce
they are Christians. 1f the music now in use among
tnem and in our Churches, did not belong to them, but
1o us—they would not employ it now. Just as they nat-
urally prefer their music to ours, we prefer our har-
moneous tunes to their tunes, which are to native ears,
at any rate, uninviting when unaccompanied by mu-
sical instruments.  Uunless strong objections are raised
againstthe use of the formerin connection yth Christian
worship, and those objections are wellfounded it would
be undesirable and materially checking the progress
and growth of Christianity among the Tamils, to ex-
clude Tamil music from the precinets of our Churehes.
I say that such a step will eheck the growth of Christi-
anity, because the use ot foreign music marks the reli-
gion as something foreizn, and as one that has todo
wilh such observances as are outlandish. The Sivite
regards them as such, and everv one who has
not himself adopted them is natarally inclined to
Judge of the adoptedness of the Christian religion to
the Hindus from these observances. Unless there is
intrinsic welue in the use of English music in Churches
—unless’there is anything in it which our music cannot
lay any claim to—unless there is any element in it
whish Tenders it peculiarly adapted to Christianity, it
is neither desirable nor advisable to continue the use of
it. [ repeat that the Hindus may become Christians
and yet remain unchanged as regards their manners
and customs. Chrsitianily does not enjoin any fchange
in these respects. Hanee, so {ar as Tamil music is con -
* cerned it can very well be used in native Churches with-
out, in the least, diminishing the devotion and sacred-
ness which should eharacterize all Christian services
and assemblies. This essayist presumes that the in-
troduction of it will involve also the admission of danc-

ing girls in Christisn meetings &c., it our ladies should
be made join in singing. But this is not a necessary
sequence: [f our ladies ure taught to sing Tamil tunes
with that labour and eare with which they have been
taught English Music by the Missionaries and others
in connection with Christias schools, they will ina
shorttime be able to sing our tunes with greater case
than they do foreign airs.

The last sentence in the fifth paragraph, is too im-
portant to be passed over unobserved. It is an asser-
tion altogether unfounded. The essayist says,  pub-
licly to sing those (Tamil) songs will be considered a
contempt and reproach hoth by males and females.”
I amat a loss to know on what grounds he has made
this sweeping and glaring statement.  No one acquaint-
ed with the natives of oor land would state similarly.
Whether the'essayist lost sight of the fact that on public
oecasions those who are acquainted with Tamil tunes,
are not unfrequently requested to sing by some of the
important men present, and that, no one who sings on
such vecasions, considers it a * reproach and contempt”
to do so or whether he has not had opportunity which
would have enabled him to observe such things, Iam
not in a poesition to know.

But this mucli can be said about singing in public,
that it is never considered a ‘contempl and reproach.’
The tunes generally sung at their homes by the Tamils,
are not English but Tamil Itis then but natural that
they should, when oceasion requires, sing such airs al-
so publicly : and what ecould then bring in teontempt
and reproach 2’ As I have already observed that our
ladies could not easily be maide to sing in public any
tune whatever is undesirable ; but when they could be
induced to do so and (it is well known that Christian la-
dies generally make no objection to singing at church)
there would be nothing to bring on them either reproach
or contempt. 1f it is-not reproachable or contemptible
lo sing in Churches English tunes, one cannot see how
tae substitution of one musie for another can render
the singing as such.

Ia the next place the essayist speaks of the tune.
English music has been in use in Charches &e. and of
its approval by “hose of most experie nce and the best
acquainted with the language and the people” He
ulludes,| bielieve,to the early Missionaries ; but for aught
Lknow, notning has been suidabout their endeavour or
proposal to substitute Tamil for English [\_Iusi‘c. I_hen
BEnglish Musie bas received their approbation is nothing
strange.  But it must be shewn whether they toolk the
trouble to see if Tamil Music could not be advantage-
ously substituted for the one mow In use. Suppogpg
they examined into the merits of both English and la-
mil Musie, and preferred the former to the latter, the
fact cannot go against these groypds on account of
which it is now considered desirab®o substitute Tamil
for English music. As [ have already said, we have
heard nothing about uny such enquiry being made by
the early Missionaries; and hence what the essayist
states is no good argument to meel the point at issue.
He says also some thing about introducing other music
if *a good reason can be given’ and I may in conclusion
mention the following as some of the reasons why our
music should be preferred by us to English music, and
why that ought to be substituted for this. ;

It is the national musie, and one which from time
immemorial the Tamils have been aceustomed to regard
as peculiarly harmonions and delightful. = R

1t is the music which the Hindus employ In singing
and which is more agreeable to Tamil ears than the
Firogen. 2P S

The poetical excellencies required in Tamil music
are greatly wanting in Tamil hymus, which are trans-
lations, to a great extent, of English hymns, and a Hio-
du is not able to appreciate the latter. It has already
been remarked that nativecall the singing now in vogue
in Churches erying i And why ¢ simply bsc:{tusc they
find that the tunes sung there are quite unlike their
own harmonious tunes. : : -

The substitution, again, of Tamil for English music,
will serve to remove the foreign stamp wlich our holy
religion is unfortunately made to bear, 1f Europein
music along with those observances of an outlandish
character were banished from nalive. Churches, many
of those now kept awag from hearing of the blessed
Redeemer and the Salyation purchased by his de:ll.th‘ for
sinners,might be bronght under th’emﬂuenccofMls_smn-
ary preaching ; and many who might not under existing
state of the Church, be inclined to embrace Christiani-
ty, might made to acknowledge Christ and receive Him
as their Saviour. ; :

That European musie has been so long in use in
Churches, ought not to be a bar against the substitution
of our music for it, on account of the reasons pointed
above, and similar other grounds. Let those who can-
not think of Christianity but asa religion closely connect-
ed with the Eurpeans and their manners, for a moment
look its doetrines and consalt the Bible ; and they will
not fail to find that such of the Hindu manners &e. as
are not against Christianity can very well in Cliristians
be allowed to remain undisturbed without at the same
time tampering with any thing essential to the Holy
religion.

On the remaining portion of the essay I need hardly
say any thing, as the impo riant poinis therein discuss-
ed have, to a certain extent, already been anticipated

in my remarks. A. Christian.
PORTRY.

“To a Ledger, on its being filled op
“ And now, eapecions yolume thew art closed,

Thy burdened back with pounds by hundreds pressed,
Thy worn-out lids about to be reposed,
In Iron chest,

Thou 'st said enough of shillings, pence, and pounds,

And now a moral I would draw from thee ;

For they are not the most important sounds,
Thou bring’st ty me,

Thou canst iy mind o seripus subjects move,

And conjure up, with quick suggestive power,

Warnings and lessons to improve,
The leisure hour.

The else fiir written pages, which contain

Thy history, have not escaped a blot ;

Thy life discloses here and there 4 stain,
As—wliose does not ?

Thy constant reck'nings, in succession penned,

Hundreds of folios, leaf after leaf,

Extend thy course as if 't,woull never end:

But—mine how brief!

Thy shattered parts a fragile state disclose,

With fiy-leaf loosened, and prepared to iy,

By the first adverse gust of wind that blows;
And so may I!

One who has “figured’” on thy ample page

Has closed accounts. Brief was his working,

When death, uulook’d for, at an early age,
Culled him away !

And, fast hastening to lil"s ut most verge,

Borne awiftly onward on Tim’s restless wing,

May live another, thy suceessors dirge,
Perchance to sing.

The common course of trading-life, discerned,

As in a mirror clear, thy fice reflects;

“Received' and ¢ puid,” and now a draft retnrned,
#With no effects.”

And I, alas! when followed by the Tnw.
(The moral law,) can urge a plea no better;
But stand condemned with shame and salemn awe,
A bankrupt debtor.
But with a Friendin court my debt to pay,
I shall not intoecondemnation fall ;
e, by his m=rits , takes the charge away,
And conceals all.
So, when the summons to the Court of Heaven
From death’s arrest shall sound to my relief,
The judgment in my favor shinll be given
With joy not grief,’!

NOTES ON BURIALS.
1. As practised among the Hebrews.

1. The Jews, in imitation of the Persians buried
their dead soon after-death.

2. The ehildren, friends and relations took charge
of the burial.

3. A box or coffin for the dead was not used exeept
in Babylon and Egypt.

4. The corpse was wrapped in folds of linen and
placed on a bier; and was carried by four or siz persons.

5. The mourners who folidwed the bier poured forth
loud lamentations,

6. There were sometimes eulogists and musicians in
attendance:

7. Men of rank were honored by multitudes assem-
bling to witness the interment.

8. It was consideved to be a religious dufy to bury
the remains with appropriate honor.

9. Many of the Hebrews buried their dead in gard-
ens and undersnady trees.

10. The ancient Hebrews considered the burning
of the body a great reproach, and never did it exeept
when they wanted to express their sense of contermnpt
and ignominy

11. After king Asa however, the public opinion was
so changed, that not to be bural, was regarded a most
signal disgrace.

12. After the captivity the public epinion was again
ehanged ; and hatred of the practice of durning became
general and deep.

13. The expressionsof grief on these oceasions were
very violent.

14. The Hebrews uncovered their head and remov-
ed their sandals as an indieation of their grief.

2. As practised by the early Christians.

1. They cared much for their dead and conducted
the solemnities with becoming sorrow.

2. Christians from the first, manifested a decided
preference for burial though the practice of burning
was the common practice among the Romans, 3

3. They had at first no separate burial places.

4. Inthe 4th, 5th and 6th, centuries, open spaces
round the churches were set a part for those who died
in communion with the church.

5. The first recorded instance of a formal consecra-
tion of a burial ground is in the 6th century.

6. Burial within the church did not take place till
the 9th century.

7. The Christians attended to the funeral ceremonies
during the day, though they often carried lighted torcli-
¢s or tapers in the processions.

8. The remains were carried to the grave either by
the relatives and friends, or by persons lived for the
purpose,

9. Appropriate hymns were sung during the pro-
cessions.

10. Notice of the moving of the funeral procession
was somelimes given by the tuba, or boards which were
struck together.

11, Inlater times bells were tolled.

12. As early as the 4th century it was usual to car-
ry in the procession, palm and olive branches and to
burn incense.

13. Funeral orations were ordinarily delivered.

14. Sometimes the sacrament of the Lord’s supper

«J. e

was administered to the relatives at the grave,
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