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I said that in 1965 and you object-
ed to it.
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(The Hon. Mustapha)
I agree with you.
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(",_@.3. ClFarr )

(Mr. Senarath)

I fully agree with my on. Friend
the Acting Minister. At that time I
objected to his proposal as I wanted
to give this institution a trial. It
has become a thorough failure. It is
a white elephant. It must be scrapp-
ed and the land must be given to
peasants for paddy cultivation.
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“The Irrigation Department Scheme is
draw-off for cultivation purposed in the
draw-off for cultivation purposes in the

area is small—probably about one tenth
of the quantity available.

If this source is to be utilized for a
water supply, it should cover the whole
of the Southern coastal towns including
towns and villages en-route extending
from Galle at one end to Tangalle pos-
sibly at the other end.

There is sufficient rainfall in the catch-
ment area and spread throughout the
year. :
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The source wilh the storage to be im-
pounded would be more than adequate
to meet the demands of all those towns
with an estimated population of 400,000

in the year 2,000 A. D. at 75 gls. per
head per day,”
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“I constructed the Uda Walawe, the
biggest reservoir ever built in Ruhunu
Rata. I called it Uda Walawe—not some-
body’S Samudra. Then I built the Rajan-
gana Wewa in Nuwara Kalaviya which is
the biggest reservoir in that area, It is
greater than Kala Wewa, and it is bigger
than Nuwara Wewa and it is also bigger
than Padaviya. 1 named it Rajangana
Wewa. " —[Orriciar. ReporT, 19th August
1968 ; Vol. 80, c. 1918.]
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“Dr. S. A. WICKREMASINGHE : You do
not want to depend on the River Valleys
Development Board and on the present

engineers. You want to call for American
experts.

THE HoN. C. P. pE Smva: We cannot
do it.”

“Dr. S. A. WICKREMESINGHE : You
cannot do it ?

THE Hon. C. P. bE Siva : Well, we can
build it up, but—

3 196%3 S @8 1

Dr. S. A. WicKREMASINGHE : Why do

you want the E. C. 1. ?

THE HoN. C. P. pE Sirva : The E. C. L
are preparing detailed plans as advised
by the U. N. D. P. team.

Dr. S. A. WICKREMASINGHE : My infor-
mation is that the River Valleys Deve-
lopment Board can draw up the plans
and do it themselves. The Ceylon engi-
neers with their experience in Uda
Walawe can do it.

THE Hon. C. P. pE SILVA : Sir, the F, A.
O.-U. N. D. P. team, who prepared the
project plan, the feasibility report, have
advised us to get a foreign team to do
this. And we cannot get the contractors
to start by January or February. We
have to start early, and we would not
be able to start early. We have to utilize
the services of our ‘engineers. Otherwise
we cannot do it.

Dr. S. A. WICKREMASINGHE : There is
the River Valleys Development Board
with Mr. Kahawita as Chairman. ”

@ & g2 %NedE cPen® KD,
DRr. S. A. WICKREMASINGHE : They can

do the first stage. The diversion can be
done by them.

THe Hon. C. P. pE Srirva : The hon.
Member can do it his way. We shall do
it our way.”—[OFFICIAL REPoORrRT, 19th
August 1968 ; Vol. 80, cc. 1924-6.]
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“The findings of this Mission will be
added as a supplement to the overall
feasibility report on the Mahaweli Ganga
Basin Development Project compiled by
the UN Development Programme.”

c08 IS’ eEmdury BERABID.
sy @8 BRIy 5.

“ Review the respective responsibilities
of the Ministries involved in land settle-
ment, the role of Government Depart-

ments, and the co-ordination of these
activities.

Examine the structure of the River
Valleys Development Board, its function-
ing as a construction and development
agency and its suitability or implement-
ing,theMahaweli Ganga Project.”
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(The Chairman)

Order, please! The hon. Second
Member for Akurana (Mr. Hameed)
will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon the Chairman left the

Chair, and MRr. A. C. S. HAMEED [Second
Member for Akurana] took the Chair.
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E & oY »OICO D, (6r23%Ic)
(8. . &

LT GRT LD )
(Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam—Jaffna)

At the very commencement of my
observations I should like to congra-
tulate the Hon. Minister on one
aspect of his activities, namely, power
development in this country. I like
to place this in the very forefront
because some of the remarks that I
propose to make hereafter might not
be so completely favoured by him.

I must confess that although the
last commission that examined elec-
trical development in this country
was as far back as 10 or 12 years ago,
the Hon. Minister and his Ministry
seem to have had a clear conception
of what is a prime need and indeed
part of the infrastructure necessary
in this country for development,
namely, rural electrification. I under-
stand, Mr. Chairman, that the Hon.
Minister has in view the electrifica-
tion of 500 villages. I am glad that
in this respect this Ministry has seen
better than even the Planning Minis-
try in this country. If there is to be
healthy development and a retention
of a decent section of the population
in the rural areas it Wwill be achieved
onlycbynrural electrification.
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I have had the pleasure and the
privilege of seeing the results of
rural electrification in the whole of
South India. I need not expand on it.
But if the present pressure of unem-
ployment, particularly in the urban
areas, is to be relieved at all, it can
only be relieved by rural electrifica-
tion as it will go a long way to help
the development of cottage and other
shall-scale industries.

Also, Mr. Chairman, I feel that if
the standard of living of the villager,
of people in the rural areas, is to be
raised it will have to be founded on
a scheme of rural electrification. I am
glad that this is being done, and I
venture to hope that in doing this the
Minister will not be satisfied with the
mere transfer of engines—I do not
know what kind of engines they are
—from the Pettah Power Station to
the Chunnakam Power Station. I do
not wish to atribute to the Minister
or the Ministry any kind of mischie-
vous motives, but I think all of us
will uniformly complain that we
have to be ready with candles and
other appurtenances to light our
darkness for fear of failure of power
from the Chunnakam Power Station.
I am beginning to wonder whether
this is a prank played by the Minister
on us or a prank played by others on
the Minister. I sincerely think that
this is, if I may say so, a complaint
which is genuine and which will he
endorsed by every single Member
from the northern peninsula.

I hope that they would make a
serious endeavour to see that Chun-
nakam itself is controlled from your
main power supply and that you do
not have to depend upon thermal
generation of electricity. Thermal
generation of electricity from engines
that are likely to break down is not
going to serve any purpose. I myself
was responsible for the placing of a
big thermal station to supply electri-
city to the Cement Factory, and I
regret to have to say that within a
period of 20 years practically all the
engines have been found to be
inoperative and had to be replaced,

- W TEEEN—_—
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or power had to be obtained from
Chunnakam. I hope the Minister will
endorse this view that electrification
by means of hydrel power must
supersede, by and lar~e, thermal
supplies of electricity in this country
even in,the most distant regions.

I sincerely hope that with the
supply of electricity to villagers there
will be a grid system in wvarious
districts which will enable individual
householders to tap electricity, instal
motors of, say, half hqrse-power or
something less than one horse-power
to run, shall I say, a powerloom or
any kind of cottage industry—I do
not even call it a cottage industry,
some kind of ancillary employment—
which people can engage in in their
leisure hours. This, to my mind, is a
fundamental necessity to meet the
problem of unemployment in this
country.

I sincerely hope that the Minister
and the Ministry will give due con-
sideration to these observations of
mine and perhaps call for the appoint-
ment of a commission to go into the
general question of the reorganisa-
tion, if ® is necessary, of this whole
departments which I feel is long
overdue.

Now, Sir, I do not wish to take up
too much of the time of this House.

Those are my observations on the
question of power.

On the question of the development
of land connected with the food drive,
all of us are aware of the anxiety of
this Government—an anxiety which
I think is shared—

a& & 8. ¢ 8D
(Qsorreu &. (F. g Qovar)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

If I may be permitted to interrupt,
on the question of power develop-
ment, the Government has already
entered into a contract, after calling
for tenders, with a Japanese organi-
zation and a French organization for
linking up the 132 KW grid line from
Maskeliya to Chunnakam.
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(8- QuirereribLiovh)
(Mr. Ponnambalam)

I am gratified to hear about this,
except that I hope this will not be a
gift from the Greeks. I hope that the
link-up of Laxapana and Churhakam
will not make us too completely
subservient to the south. However, if
I may say so, I am grateful that this
has already been done,

If I may pass on to the next point
in regard to tl*e development of land,
the food drive is a matter about
which all of us seem to be very
enthusiastic, but I am wondering
whether in a number of places it is
appreciated that a little more work
done and a little more money spent
are likely to produce immediate and
far-reaching results.

I want the Minister to listen to this.
On a recent trip I made to the Eastern
Province, more particularly to the
south of the Batticaloa District, I
found that there are vast tracts of
land which had been cleared even
before the last war by the poor
peasants and the villagers at the
instarfce of the Government evith a
view to incresing food prqduction.

This is the point. I am not sure
whether the Minister and the Minis-
try know this. These people have
cleared this land on a permit system
at their own expense. I should have
thought that almost the first thing
you would do in the development and
opening of land would be to ensure
security of user and possession and
possibly ownership of the land to the
old permit holders.

I regret to say that after the domain
of the Gal Oya Department Board
was extended with the creation of the
River Valleys Development Board,
which incidentally I supported very
strongly in this House, what has
happened is that these permit holders
today are left completely high and
dry. Their permits have been can-
celled. They are unable to cultivate
the land. Nothing has been
regularized. They are notrassured of

4——50 16548 (68/9)
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water. The result is that they are
unable to obtain any land. The posi-
tion is simply chaotic.

One has merely to go into this
question very superficially to find
that it has been computed that an
area as big as 22 to 30 thousand acres
can today be brought under cultiva-
tion if a certain amount of water can
be given. You have built a tank—I
do not know quite what the name of
the tank is—by damming the
Ambalan-Oya. The water is there and
has been there in the tank for the last
year and a half. The peasants are
unable to do any cultivation because
of the want of a channel a mile and a
half long. The cutting of such a
channel will solve a tremendous pro-
blem in that area. I am referring to
an area in south Batticaloa .called
*Tambilavil, an area very dear to the
Tamils because it was the name given
by the Sinhalese originally for very
compact and ancient lot of Tamils. I
think the Sinhalese name was
Tambilavilla. We call it Tambilavil.

There is another matter which
came to my notice which, if T may
say so, if it is known and appreciated,
will I hope be stopped immediately.
You have for instance, a colonization
scheme there down a river. There is
a tank from which water was sup-
plied. The tank is called Sagamam. I
think that again is the present name
for what was originally Sangamam.
Now, the river which supplies water
to this tank has been dammed at a
high level with the result that the
old colonists who depended on water
from this tank today deprived of
water.

Now, Sir, I just do not understand
on what possible principle you can
justify the deprivation of water to
old colonists by damming a river and
contriving to create a new colony.
I must enter on the Floor of this
House my most emphatic protest
against this kind of thing. I want the
Hon. Minister and the Ministry to go
into this. It will not require an
elaborate inquiry. I think in a matter
of a day or two you, can find out
whether my observations on this
questicivrare justified or not.
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Now, Sir, I am very gratified—and
I think that is a feeling which most
Members of this House will share—
with the schemes that have been
started for educated youth. I think
if we are to help create seli-
respecting middle class, agricul-
tural schemes for educated youth
must be the foundation and
the base. I think already these
schemes have been successful where-
ever they have been started. I can
only speak of the schemes in the
North. And all that I can say is that
more schemes of this nature should
be started. The expenditure involved
would be a mere bagatelle, and I
would strongly and earnestly request
the Hon. Minister and his Ministry
to start, and if necessary increase, the
inducements to attract educated
youth to settle down on these
schemes.

Incidentally, there is a very unique
scheme at Mirisuvil in the Chava-
kachcheri electorate where girls have
settled down. They are doing a
remarkable piece of work. I would
strongly urge that greater assistance
be given to them in the way of
enabling them to build small, humble
cottages. Also implements of cultiva-
tion like tractors would prove an
attraction and possibly attract more
young ladies to these schemes.

I should conclude by making two
more requests. I feel that there
should be greater publicity given to
the results obtained by the tests that
have been carried out in regard to
the sub-soil water resources in
various parts of this country. Now
this is a matter on which many of us,
including myself, are deeply
interested. It is extremely difficult to
get information on this subject. This
is a matter on which the widest
publicity should be given and, if I
may say so, we who come from arid,
dry areas would be greatly interested
and beholden if more extensive,—
I would not say intensive—tests
are carried out with a view
to tapping the underground water
sources in opder to assist and
merely in the food drive but gene-
rally in raising the standard’of°living
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of the people and making possible the
cultivation of lands which are today
not cultivable. This may also go hand
in hand. I would submit, with proper
soil surveys. I think soil survey comes
under this Ministry and I must say
that there is a great deal of work to
be done in the matter of soil surveys
not merely in uncultivated areas but
even in the cultivated areas. It is a
remarkable thing that in countries
like Australia and Israel vast tracts of
infertile, uncultivable land have been
brought not merely into marginal
cultivation but into cultivation of a
very high order yielding extremely
handsome profits. The absence of
trace elements which I believe plays a
great part in the matter of producti-
vity is a question to which a great
deal of attention should be given
because for a mere modicum of
expenditure, after proper research,
lands which today are marginal or
discarded as uncultivable can not
merely be brought under cultivation
but be made to yield extremely
handsome profits and crops.

Mr. Chairman, I will close my
observations by making one other
appeal. There are, particularly in the
northern and eastern provinces—I am
speaking of these provinces exclu-
sively only because of my familiarity
with them—vast tracts of land today
which can either be reclaimed from
the marshy swamps which they are
or be freed of the saline nature of the
soil and be made. productive and
cultivable. Work in this connection,
if I my say so, has also been done to
a very large extent in Israel. I would
strongly commend to the Ministry of
Lands the desirability of getting
some people who have done this
work and who have the background
in this kind of work to come along
and do this work for us. The United
Nations agencies must be able to pro-
vide this kind of help—I happen to
be aware of it—at little or no expense
to this country.

In this connection 1
like to urge one other matter.
We alone in Ceylon have not
taken advantage of what is today
available'through U. N. agencies by

should
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way of installing machinery and
equipment geared to atomic power,
by which we can ensure the supply
of fresh water from the sea. This is
being done today at very cheap
rates, Mr. Chairman, and I have not
the slightest doubt that onesor other
of the Agencies of the United
Nations would be only too happy to
go into this question, particularly in
a place like the Jaffna Peninsula
where we have no other sources of
fresh water except the sea. I would
strongly urge—I believe this is the
appropriate Ministry—that you take
immediaté steps to canvas interna-
tional agencies to instal one of these
atomic powered plants.

Qs snsd Y
(3% FrE@LD 951 % & FaIT ) A
(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! The hon. Deputy
Speaker will now take the Chair.

GHPGD . B, 9. »0D dwm. Y@muMewsy
PO PowsY, Bewldn DAsNeEDDNS YEaws
Sid e,
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°
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S0 & MR G Seir,
Whereupon MRr. A. C. S. HAMEED left

the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY SPEAKELR took
the Chair.

. @l R T wdsnwm .
(6c®c3)
(5. oris. opi. L wew LT TTETWLSS,

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)

Mr. Chairman, I thank you for
giving me the opportunity to speak
a few words on the Ministry of Land
Irrigation and Power, headed by my
Hon. Friend. I am glad the Hon.
Minister is here. He has had the
privilege of presiding over the desti-
nies of this Ministry for an unpre-
cedented period of time, probably
longer than any other Minister.—
[Interruption.] barring the late Hon.
D. S. Senananaye.—[Interruption]
The late Mr. Bandaranaike was in
charge of different Ministries at
different times. The How!i2€l bPlogda
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Silva has, I think, presided over tJhe?
destinies of this Ministry in much tne
same way, with the same even tenor
and performed this task in much the
same way, to successive administra-
tions of the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party, and the United National Party
with which he has recently merged.

It is a funny thing, I think there is
a story which I think the Hon.
Minister has not heard, that the
Ministry has a motto. The motto of
his Ministry is “Dam and Blast?”. .
And I think successive Prime Minis-
ters have had occasion to use the
motto of the Ministry with reference
to the performance of the Ministry
in regard to the tasks before it. If
we stopped for a moment and ask
ourselves, this Ministry draws
perhaps the largest amount of money
in terms of capital investment, more
than any other Ministry in this

country. And it is in the fitness
of things that it should be'}
so. It has been so from 1956

onwards ; it is not something new.
It is factually true that the Ministry
of Land, Irrigation and Power,
whether Agriculture is attached to it
or not, is one of the Ministries which
uses up, and has allocated to it, the
largest volume of money in the
successive budgets of our country,
for the purpose of the development
of our country.

Now, one can always say that
because some of that money is spent
even a large part of that money is
spent, therefore, we must have got
value for money, that the country
must have developed at that rate of
progress. But it is my respectful
submission that that is not actually
true. If you stop and ask yourself
In real terms what is the benefit we
have received from the work that is
being done by this Ministry, you will
find that in relation to the inputs
going into capital endeavours under
the presiding authority of the Hon.
C. P. de Silva, "Ceylon is not getting
anything like a fraction of what we
ought to get for the investment made

I have tried to understand myself
when I was a coleague of the Hon.
C. P. de Silva, as to what exactly was
going wrong. Briefly speaking, the
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conclusions I came to are ones which
are not new, which are not novel
 discoveries of my own, but things of
' which his Colleague, the Hon. Minis-
ter of Industries, was aware at the
time before they became buddies,
at the time they were fighting each
other in Gordon Gardens—facts
which the late Mr. S. W. R. D.
 Bandaranaike realized but did not
wish to state because, I think he
liked the Hon. C. P. de Silva, as
indeed we all do, facts which I think
| the Hon. Dudley Senanayake had
realized about the Hon. C. P. de Silva
when he was Government Agent,
Polonnaruwa, and even now as
Minister of Land, Irrigation and
Power.

What are these facts? The first
fact is that there is, I suppose histo-
' ricaly, an urge on the part of Minis-
ters of Land, Irrigation and Power,
to emulate the great deeds of former
kings in the Mahavamsa and Chula-
vamsa, and to build tanks, to leave
- to posterity their records of achieve-
ment in the form of gigantic irriga-
tion works which can be opened,
name, and distinguished as massive
- achievements in the years to come.
| But these things take a very long
time, and the amount of time taken
increases largely if you try to do
| about four or five at once. The
result is that the completion of a
single scheme takes a fantastic
amount of time, and you reach a
stage when you operate on foreign
aid and the amortization payments
alone eat up a very large quantity of
your investment in the form of
interest.

& o0 7

The cost-benefit ratio of a single
one of your large works is fantastic.
Its capital intensive qualities are
demonstrably so. In 1962 the Hon.
Minister himself subscribed to a
~ document when he was in the
S. L. F. P. Cabinet, agreeing that the
cost-benefit ratios in respect of majoer
irrigation works undertaken by his
Ministry were not economic ones and
there ought to be a shift in emphasis
to minor irrigation, the ide# being 1o
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restore the little village tanks, the
shall channels, which are necessary
and which will bring into cultivation
small extents of land—nothing fan-
tastic, nothing that will be recorded
in the Mahawamsa of the Chula-
wamsa, ljttle bits of work which are
there whether in the Southern
Province, the North-Central Province
or the North-Western Province. They
are there everywhere. You find
little minor irrigation works, tiny
village tanks, which are incapable of
being used now for varigus reasons.
Elas and channels are not cut. The
ordinary, poor villager is struck
without his water however anxious
he may be to help the Hon. Prime
Minister in his food drive, merely
because all the available resources,
the technical services, the enginers,

the technical assistants, the bulldozers

the D4’s, the caterpillar tractors and
all else have been taken by the Hon.

Minister to build the monuments

which will go down to posterity and

will be recorded in the history of

great men of Ceylon in continuity

from 545 B.C., the last achievements

being those of the Hon. C. P. de

Silva.

T am Mot complaining. I am “not
objecting major irrigation works. I
am not denying that the Rajangana
scheme is good. But it took you
nearly 18 years to get there. The
Mahaveli Scheme 1is your latest
brainchild. We are not objecting to
that. It is a magnificent scheme. It
does not matter who finances it. I do
not know whather the Russians will
give the money now.

G!éL g, &. < %3@’@-3

(Qaserrey £. 1F. 19 Hoveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

May I interrupt the hon. Member ?
The report I have received is that
Stage I will pay its capital cost in 6
yvears. The produce will pay the
capital cost in 6 years.

Sfed. ad. Detd DT wdrnwm .
(Bl 6T QY- L Wenw LTI TTFTi&SsS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

That is assuming that

S s
eongtryet it in what period ?
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(Qsearras 2. (9. 9. Geveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
After it is completed.

. @l Aai Ao wdsNnwn Sw.

(B oris. oy 1w uaa%n_n'ﬂrp;;fuéas)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Supposing you take 25 years to
construct it ? Do you realize that your
capital repayments are going to
double itself when you take 25 years
to complete ? Jt sounds very hopeful
when you say you will get your
return in 6 years. In practice look at
your own performance on schemes
far smaller. The rate at which you
are working is such that none of your
irrigation projects can possibly be
economical on the cost-benefit ratio
at which you are working.

I am not objecting to the
Mahaweli Scheme. I see that in this
year’s Estimates you have provided
about Rs. 15 million to start the pro-
ject, and I believe at least about
Rs. 15 million worth of work will be
done this. year. But it seems not. The
Rs. 15 million is still preliminary. Not
a single mammoty will dig the

[ ]

ground.

ad 8. 8. ¢ 8
(Caorras &. 9. 19 Bovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I am sorry, that money is for
construction.

. @l Ve A wdmnwm S,
(B orii. oy wew LIGRTL_T T [5IT & & )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am glad to hear it. But it seems
fo me that we are still in the stage
of approving of designs. I do not see
how you move into construction work
until the final set of designs is
approved and the scheme itself has
taken shape and form which is final.

oG 8. 8. ¢ B
(Qzorras &. (F. 1 Doar)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

We have provided money for the
preparation of plans and designs,
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afef. 8. e D :0N0 S,
(Bloy. eril. oypr. Lwey LSTLTTBTLSS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

My instructions are that the scheme
is still awaiting a decision In your
Ministry, that it is still not ﬁnal;ze_d
in regard to the shape and form it is
going to take, and therefore it seems
to me, if you are thinking that Rs. 15
million represents construction work
that it is just a drop in the ocean and,
you have not reached the stage of
construction because you yourself are
not clear in your own mind as to
what you are going to do. You do not
even know how long it is going to
take. You not even know the source
of your finance yet in respect of the
Mahaweli Scheme and this is where,
in my respectful submission, the
Minister is making his fundamental
error.

I say this not in a spirit of mere
criticism. I have no personal griev-
ance with the Hon. Minister in res-
pect of my own constituency. There
is no Irrigation Department work in
progress so far as I am aware in
Dompe. It is not possible for you to
do very much. My prblem is too
much water and not too little of it—
the Kelani floods—and there is no
intention on your part to do anything
about that. The Kelani will continue
to flood and, as far as I am concerned,
owing to the new bridge, it is flood-
ing my good Friend the Hon. Member
for Avissawella even more than it is
flooding me. But that is not due to
your efforts. I am not saying this in
a spirit of any criticism because I
have not got something which I ask-
ed you for. Indeed, the Minister has
been more than accommodating every
time I have ever made a request of
him. We remain the best of friends
personally but the fact remains that
the present emphasis on major irri-
gation is going to negative every
single effort that the Hon. Prime
Minister is making in the direction bf
food production.

You may say to me that minor
Irrigation is not a subject under your
Minwstry and thereiore it 15 not
relevantito the present discussion.
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@by 8. 8. & S8
(Qasorreu &. (F. 19 Govar)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
It is.

ofed. @l Ruw A ndzNwD .
(Blay- eTL1. oy LWew LIGHTL_T T FTU&E )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I would respectfully submit that it
is very relevant.

It is under your Ministry now ?

aé 8. 8. ¢ S
(Qzerrau &. 1§ g Hdour)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Not all. The smaller ones are
under ‘the Department of Agrarian
Services. .

ofed. 8. Do A NG .
(Blap- erii. oy Lew LIGRTL_T T [T UI&& )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am talking of the smaller ones. I
am not talking in terms of artificial
values. I do not mind whether the
works are in the Rs. 15,000 or
Rs. 50,000 margin. My submission is
that it is an accident of history that
minor irrigation is with a different
Ministry. It should never have been
SO.

In the days when Mr. Philip
Gunawardena was Minister of Agri-
culture, he found that ‘there was a
total neglect in respect of minor
irrigation by the Irrigation Depart-
ment and he set up his Agrarian
Services Department, which was in-
cidentally set up to make up for the
shortcomings of the Agriculture
Department, which was not doing its
tasks, not providing fertilizer, not
providing seed paddy in the manner
required, not providing facilities and
services that farmers required. The
Minister of Industries at that time
took over the tasks of minor irriga-
tion as part of the activities of the
Department of Agrarian Services.

A niggardly sum has been voted
for minor irrigation works-each,yeas
by this Parliament, "niggardly:=in
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relation to what you get for major
irrigation works, and, what is worse,
it has completely starved the Minis-
ter of Food, Mr. Banda, in respect of
technical staff and equipment requir-
ed. 1\{? respectful submission is, what
can ‘he do when he does not have
irrigation engineers, when he does
not have technical assistance and
staff of that quality to supervise and

undertake work ?

I myself have been Minister of
Agriculture as your *Colleague and I
myself know the difficulties. Given a
fraction of your staff, the Minister of
Food, with a fraction of the money,
can produce three to four times more
results as far as production is con-
cerned if only the minor irrigation
works are attended to. Every one of
them can be attended to and it is not
difficult. It is a very small business.
It is very, very simple and requires
no great skill to get this done.
But the problem is how to get this
done. So long as you are determined
to concentrate in your department
all 1he talents available, all the skills
available, and not make that staff
available—and that has been one of
the #1ggest problems—minot irriga-
tion can ever get off the ground.

It is true that money is provided,
but even to approve the drawings of
the smallest village tank bund you
must have technical skills, you must
have people capable 'of estimating,
you must have people capable of
supervising work—and the fact is
that they are just not available. The
result? In every village from one
corner of the Island to the other
there are vast extents of little lands
incapable of being put to full pro-
ductive use merely because the
work is not being done owing to a
great deficiency on the part of the
Irrigation Department.

I myself do not see the slightest
logic of dividing irrigation works
between various departments. If
irrigation is the subject of the Hon.
Minister, I do not see the logic of
this division merely because the Hon.
.‘r”hillip Gunawardena set it up under
Agrarian Services then. Why should
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it remain with the Agrarian Services
now? Only for one reason—because
you are the Minister.

ad B. 8. ¢ BED
(Qaorrar &. (F. 19 Hoveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

May I interrupt the hon. Member?
We have three village works divi-
sions. They are being mechanized
as we import the machinery. As you
know we have not imported machi-
nery for a long time, till last year.
No minor work recommended by the
DACs has been turned down for
lack of staff, during the last three
years. Nothing has been turned down
for lack of funds. If any work has
been turned down it is because it is
uneconomical.

2fd. @l Qe A W3NG .
(Blap. eTii. oy |_wew LIGnTL TTprilds)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

As usual, the Hon. Minister has
misunderstood what I was saying. He
himself said when he was talking of
his wvillage works division—[Inter-
ruption]. I am talking of the really
minor works. I am talking of the
ones that might cost Rs. 3,000 or
Rs. 4,000 in a village, works which
are not being done by yous and
which at the moment are beging done
by the Agrarian Services Depart-
ment, which is totally devoid of staif.
That is what I am talking about, and
works in respect of which the Minis-
ter is not prepared to release the
staff to get that work going to make
the food drive a success. That is
what I am talking about. You say
that you have been making efforts
over the years to import machinery.
No machinery is required for the
kind of village works I am talking
about. All you require are a few
bags of cement, a little earthwork
and a great deal of a willingness to
put in sweat and toil to cut a few
channels. That is the work that has
to be done and that is the work that
will produce quick results on a very
small cost of benefit ratio. Very good
indeed, and on a principle which you
accepted in 1962 which is not being
done now.
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You can set up your divisions. But
But tell me this. In practica] terms
how much and how many have been
completed? To what extent are you
in a position to estimate the in-
creases in production due to the
works done by your divisions ? Negli-

gible.

The Irrigation Department like a
Juggernaut continues on its way.
Every year you say, we have com-
pleted so much percentage of the
headworks of such and such a
scheme, and so on. Easy talk. The
Irrigation Department goes on in the
same way that it has been going on
from 1956 to 1968.

No doubt the Rajangana Scheme
has been completed and lands have
been alienated. We have had experi-
ence of your alienation in the past.
In the Chandrikaweva Scheme alie-
nations were made, and the poor
devils got the land ahead of time
without any water and were left to
starve. That is the advance alienation
you had talked about.

I do concede that the Minister has
had difficult times and times at
which he has had to do a lot of work.,
In 1957, when the tanks breached,
the Hon. Minister was called upon to
restore them, and I think the Irri-
gation Department did a magnificent
job of it. That had to be done. But
I am now talking of the day to day

routine tasks of the Irrigation
Department.

Is it your task to establish a name
for the future or is it your task to in-
crease food production, which is the
immediate need? My respectful sub-
mission to this House would be that,
merely bgcause we have followed
wrong policies under the leadership
of Mr. C. P. de Silva for many years
that is not a reason for coritinuing,
to follow wrong policies in perpe-
tuity. And I think the time has come

to make agricultural devel
more meaningful. e

145

I thought it came in 1962 But I
d'd not survive at that time. The Hon.

Miniser was probably very relieved

. ;.
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that he was rid of this burden, this
nuisance of being always called up-
on to shift to minor irrigation in the
interests of the country. He was
equally determined not to accede
then and as far as I can see he 1s
equally determined not to accede
Nnow.

He actually signed a document
agreeing to it: he signed the Short-
Term Implementation Programme.
The Hon. Minister will remember
one of his own deputy directors at
one stage, Mr. L. C. Arulpragasam,
who is now with the F A. O., in the
National Planning Department, pre-
sented a document inviting him to
agree to this shift in poicy, and the
Hon. Minister, a member of the Sub-
Committee on Planning, actually
agreed. And where are we now? Thg
village tanks are in no better shape
than they were in 1962.

I am not talking of the major colo-
nization schemes. I am not talking of
the Giritale Scheme, I am not talk-
ing of the Amparai Scheme, nor am
I talking of the Kirindi-oya Scheme.
I am talking of the little areas
around he country-side in every one
of the provinces, no excluding the
Northern and Eastern Provinces.

I would not go so far as to talk of
the atomic piles to drain the Jaffna
lagoon of sea water and to pump in
fresh water. That is an attractive
idea. I think the Hon. Minister once
told me he was planning to do that
also. But I think at his rate of
progress it will be long after your
time, Mr. Chairman, when the Jaffna
lagoon becomes a fresh-water lake.

I am not criticizing those grandiose
plans. It is nice to think big even if
it*is like Heath Robinson. It is a nice
idea to desalinate all the water in the
Jaffna lagoon. I agree Jaffna needs
well water, but how much more
important it is to undertake the little
tasks of producing really meaningful
resilts in every little village, Every
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little village will move closer to self-
sufficiency in paddy if you will only
think about it and wundertake to
produce results.

The second matter I should like to
refer to is that the Hon. Minister
move9 from one subject to another
depending on how his fancy takes
him_ He has got a wide range. One
year it was cashew nuts. Well I think
some cashew nuts were planted by
Mr. L. G. Gunasekera and two others
close to Mannar. What has happened
to those cashew trees 3 Why have we
not heard about the cashew nuts
thereafter. Throne Speeches have
come and gone. Budget speeches have
been made and forgotten. The cashew
nuts seem to have disappeared with
them.

aé 8. 8. & 8E 2

(Qaerrey &. (F. 19 Hovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
No. The trees are growing-

ofed. nd. awd DL NdNGD S,
(Bl oTL1. Qi L Wen LIGTLTTBTI&ES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Oh, I agree. The cashew plantations
are there. If you will look at his
cashew pfantations you will find that
some trees are tall, some are short,
You will find that they are not of
uniform height. For strange reasons,
it is not like any other plantation. The
cashew plantations of the Hon.
Minister are not uniform, they are of
varying heights, of varying thick-
ness; there is no uniformity
whatsoever. Go to Mannar and have
a look north of Puttalam. The reasons
for this is very simple.

I concede there are difficulties
weather-wise in growing cashew.

Plants have a tendeney to die, and

when you fill the vacancies you get
plantations at different age levels and
different sizes. That is a thing that
can happen to anybody.

The point I want to make is in
relation to the investment made.
There has been no return. Some of
those plantations must be nearly six



years old now. What happened to his
grand plan to export cashew nuts,
to create an export crop out of it ?
The Hon, Minister waxed very
enthusiastic about his cashew nuts
once upon a time. The cashew nuts
appear to have gone for ever.

[ ]

There was one year, 1965, when the
Hon. Minister told us that he was
going in for deep wells to explore the
underground resources of water. He
was going to irrigate large tracts of
land by the construction of deep
wells. When I took him up on this
and said only one deep well was dug
it ended up with litigation with a
gentleman called Knight—Grant or
Knight I cannot remember—who was
suing him for not paying the bill for
an unsuccessful drilling. Oh, yes!
There was a case. To my knowledge
this person sued the department and
the Crown was responsible. I know
an actionn was brought against the
Attorney-General. I think it was
settled for a smaller sum. But the
only deep well that you dug resulted
in a litigation that I know. I cannot
remember who was sued. I think the
Attorney-General was the defendant
in the action. But what has happened
to fhe deep wells now, How much
land are we irrigating by fneans of
deep wells construction @ That is the
question. Each of these policy state-
ments of yours which promised a
millenium in the days to come seem
to be only for the moment. Cadju
nuts were going to be our salvation,
deep wells were going to solve our
problems, and we are still there.

The State Plantations Corporation
is another of your ventures. I
remember at one time the Hon.
Minister was actually thinking that
he could prove himself more socialist

than the Hon. Minister of Industries
by the State Plantations Corporation.
That should not be too difficult—to
be more socialist than the Mindster
of Industries—because he is not a
Marxist, he is only a student. But
this is the interesting point. The Hon.
Minister thought that he could
nationalize all the tea estates under
the State Plantations Corporation by
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a stroke of the pen, and he saw to it
that he took unto himself sufficient
powers within the statute to do that..

By the River Valleys Development
Board Act you have power to suspend 1
the operation of all the Legislative
Enactments in Ceylon within the:
River Valleys Development Board.
But having done this what has your
State Plantations Corporation-
achieved ? You have planted tea lands
at a cost of over Rs. 8,000 an acre.
You can buy tea estates cheaper than
that. What is the logic of creating an
investment for planting tea estates
at costs ranging from Rs. 8,000 to Rs i
10,000 an acre if you can buy tea |
estates for less than that. ‘

Your Irrigation Scheme, the Mal-
watu Oya Scheme: I remember |
when 1 was in the Soviet Union in
1961 it appeared that an acre oi
developed land, at the prices prevail-
ing in 1961, on the banks of the
Malwatu-oya would have cost the
Government Rs. 4,000, that is, to
produce an acre of irrigated land in
Malwatu Oya on a scheme worked
out by your Irrigation Department.
And you yourself said, “ This is the
most uneconomic scheme I have
heard of and I think we had better
drop it”, and you dropped it. That is
exactly my point. I am not complain-
ing about your dropping it but think
of the waste of endeavour, of effort
of going through an exercise of doing
it in that form. Now, can you tell us
in respect of every one of the
schemes you have operated, on a
crosswise basis approximately how
much it has cost you to irrigate an
acre of land in Rajangana taking into
account the interest payments you
have made for the 18 years of cons-
truction you have taken on it, and
work out for yourself and tell us
whether in relation to the investment
provided by this Parliament year in
year out what you are doing makes
sense fo anybody or whether all we
can say is “dam and blast” ?

~ You see, Sir, I just picked a tew
mnstances at random, I had no time
to make a speech covering the entire
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range of this Ministry but I do sub-
mit that unless the Minister of Land,
Irrication and Power is going to
become cost conscious and decides to
think before he acts he will not
achieve good results. Merely because
he has all the toys at his disposal, the
machinery and equipment with
which he can play, he must not
think that work is being done. He
must still remember that he is play-
ing with the destinies of a nation and
a country that the country cannot
afford the luxury of paying for these
things in a leisurely way. The Prime
Minister is extremely anxious about
food production now, and one of the
'problems he is confronted with when-
ever he goes round with his camera
is, “Where is the water ?” This is
not something which we are discover-
ing for the first time.

. The Hon. Minister will remember,
when he was Government Agent,
Polonnaruwa, the sad circumstances
in which at that time he parted from
his Prime Minister. There too, I
 helieve, the Prime Minister, who was
then Minister of Agriculture, had
obtained a report from the Hon.
Minister as Government Agent about
the construction of a certain number
of houses in a colonization scheme,
and when he went there he found
that the houses were just not there.
The houses had not even been cons-
tructed, and the then Minister of
Agriculture was not entirely happy
about it. I am not saying the Minister
was to blame for it. Maybe, he was
being misled by somebody ; maybe,
he wrote a report on wrong informa-
tion. I am not blaming the Minister
as Government Agent : I am not ex-
pecting him to actually lay brick
upon brick and build houses. But it
is important that there must be a
physical check on the value of work
done. It must be meaningful. There
may be a certain amount of waste,
but that waste must still be con-
trolled, and the controlling authority
must be the Minister and nobody
else. |
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If I am wrong in regard to :ay
assessment of the situation, I wish
the Hon. Minister would tell us, per-
haps when the Prime Minister is here
sometime, what actually took place
at Polonnaruwa. There were hard
feelings, then, and I think they made
up and sbecame friends in Polon-
naruwa only during the course of the
1965 elections. I too was responsible
for the rapprochement in a sense. I
am happy about that.

@mndc oY, 8. evegl

(soor f@ erer. erib. QUCTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

They re-discovered each other!

ofed. @8, e A NéNen D.

(Bm. orii. oy LW LIGRTL_TT BTUI&S )
e (Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Yes, they re-discovered each other.
But the trouble is, has the Prime
Minister in his obligation to the
nation, forgotten the fact that these
things happen and are continuing to
happen even now ? Is it not a fact
that in the Lands which were alle-
nated under the so-called Special
Leases, even to some of your
Colleagues—I do not know whether
they still haye them or not, after the
Debate we had in this House—Crown
timber was felled under contract by
come of them and transported and
detected at your Forest Department
barriers, for which royaltizs were
collected through the magistrate’s
courts ? Is this the kind of efficiency
your Ministry boasts of, when your
own Colleagues are given thea licence
to plunder government forests ?
Check it up for yourself whether one
of them did not pay a fin= Rs. 3,000
in the magistrate’s court in respect
of a consignment of timber in a lorry
worth only Rs. 1,000.

I do not wish to wash dirty linen in
public. But, is it not a fact that one
Mr. Saleem, a brother-in-law of the
Attorney-General, in the River
Valleys Development Board, was
caught in the act of taking a bribe ?
We cannot co-exist with corruption
and pretend that we cannot see it. I
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am not saying that you are to blame
personally for that sort of thing. But
when that sort of thing happens, what
action has been taken to throw that
kind of man straight out of the public
service ? Leave aside the penaltias of
the criminal law, your own staff
know these things. Politics is being
played at a very high level Within
your department. But all public
servants in most other departments
at least believe that Ministers come
and go and, therefore, they must
always remain watchful and alert
for the moment when changes occur,
for new broome sometimes sweep
clean. But in the Irrigation Depart-
ment they are stuck with the same
old broom, and they know it.

That is why you owe a special duty,
a duty far greater than that of any
other Ministry. Others are
replaceable, but you are unique : like
the rivers, you flow on for ever!
Therefore, it is extremely important
to remember ane thing whan policies
are adopted. It does not matter
whether you are in the U.N.P., the
S.L.F.S.P. or the S.L.F.P. at any given
moment; that is relatively un-
important. It does not matter whether
your type of democracy has come to
stay qQr not. What is important to
remember is that ths countr® must
go on. Criticisms which wese made of
you from time to time by Colleagues
who now are your brothers still have
some little substance in them worthy
of consideration. Some of them are
matters worthy of thought. I have
been e openly,  critieal. . of = .your
Ministry; I have been openly
critical of your administration. I
will not hidz2 it. But I still continue
to have a strong personal regard for
you, as you know I have always had,
and that has never changed. On
whichever side we may be, opposite
side or othsarwise, on any
controversial question, be it the
Budget of 1962 or the Budget of
1968—it makes no difference—al-
though our views have not coincided
politically, the goodwill remains.

&. . 7.30

As far as the Hon. Minister of
Industries is concerned, I think you
had much more colourful and

T
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picturesque things to say of each
other than you and I have ever had
to say of each other. Now you are the
best of friends. But it does not alter
the fact that merely because his
mouth is shut he will naturally not
speak a word against a Cabinet
Collzague just as I would not speak a
word against a Caginet Colleague.

It does not mean that you, there-
fore, being immune from criticicm
on either side, should regard the work
of your department as perfect and
that there are not a great deal of
reforms, policy-wise and cost-wise,
that will help to alter the economy
of this country wvery much for the
better, if you will only take stock of
the situation, shake up the depart-
mant under you, and get on with the
job.

A further matter I wish to raise
velates to the Land Redemption
Ordinance. I have raised this ques-
tion more than once before. I raised
it if I remember rightly, during the
Budget Debate last year. I cited
chapter and verse, giving specific
instances, and on that occasion you
said something in your reply to the
effect that you would write t{o me.
I have not still received that letter.

I shall now discuss the principle of
it. I have come across another
couple of cases under that ordinance.
I shall give the references privately.
I do not wish to shout about them
now. The basic question is this. I am
not talking of the amendments made
by the hon. Member for Kolonnawa
(Mr. Ilangaratne) to the People’s
Bank land redemption laws or debt
redemption laws of a subsequent
period. I am talking of the original
Land Redemption Ordinance. Under
that, any person whose land was sold
during the depression period in 1930
could make an application to the
Land Commissioner for that land to.be
redeemed from the mortgagee or the

creditor and given back to him at the
same price plus a reasonable interest
and action could be taken under that
statute to re-vest title first in the



1045

[2f. 8. Awd dedthdrnwm dw.]
Government, and the Government
could pass it back to the debtor who
had been dispossessed of it. That
was the principle of the statute.

Now, the Hon. Minister knows as
well as I do that a number of cases
were taken up by the Land Commis-
sioner in those days. The creditors
very often litigated against the Land
Commissioner, cases were fought in
the district court, in appeal in the
Supreme Court, and some of them
even went to the Privy Council. I
particularly refer to a case reported,
I think, in the 1963 New Law Reports
—Land Commissioner wversus Jaye-
wardene. The judgment of the Privy
Council was actually given on 20th
July 1960. I remember the day since
it was the day on which the Hon.
Minister and I entered Parliament to-
gether on the Government side fore
the first time. The Privy Council
delivered judgment on that day
declaring that the Land Commissioner
had won his case; that the provi-
sions of the Land Redemption Ordi-
nance applied to that particular par-
cel of land in Dompe ; that Jayewar-
‘dene, the successor or the creditor,
was not entitled to that land ; and
re-vesting it in the original debtor.
That was in 1960. Now it is 1968, but
that land has still not been handed
over to the debtor eight years after
the Privy Council judgment. I shall
tell you the reasons. The argument
is this. The Land Commissioner
obtained an order for costs before
the Privy Council. Naturally, he
obtained this order for costs against
Mr. Jayewardene, the creditor. The
creditor was the one who took the
Land Commissioner to court and
fought him as far as the Privy Coun-
cil. So he got a decree for costs
against the litigating creditor. Now
the argument of the Land Commis-
sioner seems to be that unless the
debtor pays the costs up to the Privy
Council he will not vest the land in
him.

I do not see the logic of this.
Under the statute the debtor is
obliged to pay, the value of the land
plus a reasonable interest and nothing
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more than that. It is entirely a mat-
ter for the Attorney-General and the
Land Commissioner to enforce the
order for costs against whomever
they are entitled to enforce it. That
is a matter for them. But on what
basis can you keep a debtor out of
possession after a successful action ?

That is not the only case. I would
like to give you another reference.
Funnily enough, it relates to one of
our peons, an employee of the House
of Representatives. The reference
number is LRO/APL 4798. Action
was taken. I think the case number
is 7621/L. The matter was decided
and finalized on 10th January 1964.
Order was made to survey the land.
Now 23 years have elapsed since
these poor people have been trying
to get back possession of this land,
and the Land Commissioner’s
Department has still not succeeded
in doing anything about it. Why ?

As far as the Dompe land, which I
referred to is concerned, I can tell
you straightway that the creditor is
still in possession of the land.

Was it for that that the Land
Redemption Ordinance was passed ?
Was it for that that action went as
far as®the Privy Council ? I myself
have takem this matter up with suc-
cessive Land Comissioners but with
no successful results. Everyone tells
me, “Who is going to pay our
costs ?” My answer to that is that
there is a procedure laid down by
the law for the recovery of costs
against the judgment-debtor. It is
entirely a matter for you to follow
that procedure. To expect the debtor,
if he wants possession, to pay the
costs is surely asking too much.

I have raised this matter twice on
the Floor of this House. I have no
doubt that, with ‘this pressure of
work, like damming the Mahaweli-
ganga and blasting the Walawe, the
Hon. Minister must be finding it
extremely difficult to remember all
these little things. Well, T am pre-
pared to write to him again. I spoke -
to hil_'n first when he was an S. I.. F.
P. Minister. Then again I spoke to
him when he was an S. L. F.S. P.
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Minister. Now I am speaking to him
as a U. N. P. Minister, and I hope I
shall get better results. I wonder !

We can argue on special cases, we
can indicate particular faults, and
we can criticize the Hon. Minister
inch by inch all along the way. He
has got a vast field, and one can talk
about each one of his departments.
There are things to say about ecach
one of them. But the fundamental
fault remains: the attitude of com-
placency in the mind of the Hon.

Minister must go. If he remains com-

placent andeimagines that everything
is fine, because his officials tell him
so, or if he imagines that everything
Is fine because the money he asks
for, usually slightly inflated, is cut
down a little bit at the Treasury but
he gets most of it, I must say he is
living in a world of his own. A great
deal of work remains to be done. His
is perhaps the most challenging
Ministry in the entire Government.
The sucess or failure of this Govern-
ment, as indeed of the last, will
largely be in his hands, and when this
Government falls—we expect it will
in the not far distant future—he will
be perhaps as much to blame for it
as he was when the last Govern-
memt fell in 1964.

These are substantially the re-
marks I propose to make at this
time. I do not propose to add very
much more, except to ask the Hon.
Minister evens at this stage to
change, as he had agreed to change
in 1962, the emphasis within the
Irrigation Department from major to
minor irrigation works in the inter-
ests of this country.

2. endlew . (@)

(B erov. QawpHCs—apsivar)

(Mr. S. Hettige—Hakmana)
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Committee counted, and a Quorum not
being present, the Division Bells were
ordered to be rung.

Later, a Quorum being present—
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Committee counted, and a Quorum mnot
being present, the Division Bells were
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A Quorum mot being present THE
CHAIRMAN left the Chair to 7report
Progress.

Committee report Progress ; to sit again
on Monday, 2nd September 1968
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A Quorum mnot being present, MR.
DepuTy SPEAKER adjourned the House,
without Question put, under Standing
Order No. 11.

Adjourned accordingly at
8.05 p.m. until 10 a.M. on Mon-
day, 2nd September, 1968,
pursuant to the Resolution of

the House of 20th Au
1968. J e
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