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The temporary steppage of the magazine was due to the recent serious illness of the
tiditor. The present number is without the wsual number of pages for the same reason.

This is the last number that half-yearly subscribers are entitled to. Those wishing us to
continue to send them the magazine for the remainder of the year will please send Rs. 150 or
4rop us a card ordering the copy by V., P. P.

With the nest number a “ Students’ Page ” will be introduced and will be conducted by
2 gentleman who has had speeial experience in this line. Probably g * Girls” Page ” to be conducted
by a lady editor will also be introduced. There will also be wood-block illustrations. Eprron.
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The Rosicrueian Philosophy in Questions and Answers 6 00
The Web of Destiny : 6 00
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with special articles for students
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Advertisement
Rates

Full Page Rs. 12-00
Half Page Bs. 7-00
Quarter Page,,, " Rs. 4-00

Advts.  contracted for a
year, half.year, :hree
months are allowed 20, 10,
and 5, per cent discount

Postave free All litsrury and business commuaications and Post ., 3[:;|1é}'i _ respectively,
- ; “ Orders are to be wldressed to The Editor, The Libravian, P. Q. | 'L"p(:t"lfi.l pages by

Box 203, Colomou. Articles of a suitable nature are invited, arringement,
Vol. 1. July 1925, Ke. 5.

L POOR THING BUI MY OWN

. M. U. MOORIS, m. a. (Cantab)

I' do not know how many readers of “The
Librarian” peruse its pages with the object
(amongst other objects of course) of improving
their style in English: but that there is a
wide-spread notion among the upgrowing
generation ‘of Ceylonese that style can be
acquired at second hand, as it were, by reading,
and .imibruing the writings of others, is un-
- fortunately only too tirue.

How many young men have asked me what
authors I should recommend them to study
with thiz end in view !

The mere putting such a question is a pathetic,
but palpable indication that the enquirer has
failed to appreciate the fundamental fact that
style, like personality, cannot be imparted;
and though it may, be to some extent imitated,
such imitation, being confiined to the form-
side only, is lifeless and therefore worthless.
It is a nataral mistake of course; and probably
every young writer has begun with imitation.
Mrs. Browning says of her earliest attempts,

““And so I poured myself

Along the veins of others, and produced
Mere life-less imitation of live- verse
Achieving nothing."”

For hterary ‘art, like everything else in

life-side as

nature 18 bwe
well as a form-side: and in as much as the

fold and posscsses a

latter is merely the expression of the former,
it cannot be divorced from it without losing
all force and spontaneity.

The above-mentioned question (as to authors
as models) is also a little saddening in another
way—for even if it were possible to adopt a
style from outside, so to speak, such a pro-
cedure would scarcely be dignified; would
indeed be tantamount to a confession of im-
potence, even if it could be reconciled with the
dictates of ordinary honesty.

Let us, then, realize at once that style has
about it a certain inevitableness: it is what it
1s, because it is the direct materinlization of
the writer’s feelings and susceptibilitios, and of
his own peculiar and particulur view of things,
No two persons think or fee!, quite alike ; and
while there is a direct and natural carrelation
oetween the thoughts and modes of expression
of each separate individual-—such correlation

denoting his particular style—the attempt to
force one’s ideas into modes of expression
which are borrowed from another source would

SCEI'(‘.(’I}-‘ C()I"l!_:i{l(‘_e to anoacess,

“How then,” it may be asked by the aspi-
rant, “since it is useless to borrow or imitate
may I hope to improve my style?” There is
only one answer which can be given to this.
Learn-to think clearly, learn to Jeel strongly,
enthusiastically, learn to erpress those Jeelings
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2 THE T.I

truthfully and fearlessly {and so wnlearn most
of what Ceyion education imparts in its schools
and colleges.) Do not trouble abong the style,
for that will come spontaneously, and naturally,
without taking any thought over the matter at
all.  Hear what Mrs. Browning has to say in
this connection :—
“What form were best for poems ?
Let us think
Of forms less, and the external, Trust
the spirit,
As sovereign nature does, to make the
; form.
For otherwise we only imprison spirit
And not embody. Inward gvermore
To outward—so in life, and so in art."

Let me here relate g story which I believe to
be perfectly true and which will illustrate what
1 am trying to convey. Tt is said that on one
occasion Lord Beaconsfield (or Benjamin
Disraeli as he was then) congratulated John
Bright on a specch which the latter had just
made ; stating that he would give all he
possessed to be able to make such a speech.
Bright, who understood Disraeli’s character,
and knew him to be a man of extraordinary
ability, but one who would also sacrifice prin-
ciples to ambition, replied in his own brusque
fashion, “You could do it if you were only
honest.”” 'The ability was there ; but the motive
force, which alone could inspire the fervid
oratory of Bright, viz., his own genuine emo-
tions, was wanting in the dispassionate and
calculating nature of the other man, who
achieved, indeed, the summit of his ambitions,
but whose whole life was a sham, and a be-
trayal of everything which he ought to have
held most dear.

Style, then is only the witness of what is
behind the words in which it is embodied— _

clear or confused, simple or complex, harmo-

BRARTAN

nious ot discordant——it is but the natural
manifestation of that psychical activity-—those
individual emotions, which produceit: it can
no more be borrowed than the personality of

“which it is descriptive.

Few of us perhaps realize how very largely
literature consists of those individual feelings
which have been aroused in minds from some
impelling cause or other, und so forced into utter-
ance. Three quarters of literature is the protest
of souls in revolt—in vevolt against the shams,
the insincerities, the hypoerisies, in a word,
against the humbug of the day. And never,
let me remark in parenthesis, has thag humbug
been so pronounced as it is just now. That is
really what is the matter with the world to-day.
The leaders of the new, as well
holders of the old order

as the
of things are equally

up-

insincere: or if sincere, sincere only in further-
tng their own interests and what is true of the
civilized world in general is especially true in
miniature of the little world of Ceylon—that
delectable land of Goschen, in which intellectual
mediocrity passes for inspired wisdom, and
In

such an environment young Ceylon has at least

tnctuous rectitude for God-given piety.

a fine opporturity afforded it of acquiring a
vigorous style of its own, and needs no artificial
adjuncts, or literary training—expedients,
which, indeed, serve little purpose, and often
only succeed in defeating their own object.
Let young Cevlon, especially young Ceylon
which is attending lectures on English litera-
ture learn to endorse the attitude of Gilb rt
Chesterton in this matter, and to agree with
him when he says that he “can never under-
stand people who take literature seriously.™
A person who takes literature serionsly—
“u very amateurish thing to do,” in Chester-

tons’s opinion—is indeed the last person whose
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THE LIBRARIAN 3

advice about books and literary malters in
general, I, for oneshould cave to follow; for it
such a one knew anything about them to begin
with, he will certainly end like M. Bonnard
in Anatole France’s story, by knowing nothing;
and that, too, is the inevitable result of reading
books of literary criticism, and attending
lectures written or delivered by persons who
profess to take literature seriously. Such
reading, like reading with the object of im-
proving one'’s style, is mere waste of time and
does harm rather than good. I have quoted
Mrs. Browning twice already, but on the
principle that one cannot have too twuch of a
good thing, let me end by a third quotasion,
from the same source which is abont the best
description T know, of how to read, and how

not to read: and which really sums up much
of what I have been saying.

.

Mark there, we get no good
By being ungenerous even to a book,
And caleulating profits—so much help,
Fromn so much reading, it is only when
We gloriously forget ourselves, and
plange,
Soul forward,; headlong, into a book’s
' profound,
Impassioned for its beauty, and salt of
truth,
'Tis there we get the right good from
a book.”

And let me add by way of postseript that no
finer example of a book  “Impassioned for its
beauty, and salt of truth” could well be fonnd
than this great masterpiece of literature—
“Aurora Leigh.”

 SITA AND RAVAN

GLEORGE

Ravan :
Your siim form wrapped with shining red
Of silk eloth wrought in Kashi gold,
Your moon-face, sweet lips, fragrant head
Uncovered, your long eyes that hold
Deep mirrored pools ; these thrilled and drew
‘My-free wild life, swift-limbed and b ld,
Helpless in love of you!

Sita :
What are these amorous word you sing
Filled full of hidden shameless wiles ?
O love-thiet, lust-eved, demon king,
Return unto your magic isles
That glisten in the milky sea:
Your queens await you with love-smiles,
What is your will with me ?

Ravan ;
O blissfull one, how like a child
You flush and strike me with swift words!
Your timid heart speeds fast and wild,
Like piteouns voices of sweet birds
Alarmed and hastening to the trees,
Your voice! No snake: see, T ans mild
Though love-tossed on mad seas.

WYT.

Sita :
Depart and cease this song vou sing !
The bird is flown out from the nest
Leaving her young. O serpent king,
You come to steal what makes life blest,
Even Ram'’s, who strays out in the wood.
Beholding you no good things rest,
O peril of all good !

Ravan :
How long shall 1 speak words with you ?
My luve is spurned and 2!l my love !
You spurn my strength that can subdue
The earth-kings and the gods above !
With what does Ram delight your days ?
You lie hear like a poor trapped dove,
Alone, from all life’s ways.

Sita :
The incensed chambers and gold hours
Of soft Juxurious ease supreme,
1 left for love of Ram. Scent-flowers,
Sweet tunes and winged forms of a dream.
Can thege charins alter with the place
Where love-sleep comes? From love its gleam
Surroundings cannot chase !

\
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Fovan :
Of what avail are words with me ?
The dira clouds of my self-vestraint
They flee,
Being frail, before love's wind, T faint

Veil you, bright sun, in vain!
With passion. Who is there to shield .
Your loveliness? Why make complaint ?
() sweet, be wise and yield !

Sita :
Depart and cease your menacing |
[ weep not, clinging to your feet,
'To spare me, sinful demon King,
Nor will I yield and see the sweet
‘Prue things of life mude foul for me!
- Shawe follows you with things unmeet.
{) monster, rise and flee!

Ravan :
The booming wood around us swoons.
My heart yearns, stinging like a wasp !
[n the lute of my will you are the tunes,
Your little fingers in my grasp
Are petals of small lotus buds—
So't, helpless, cool in my strong clasp
Aflame with suszet-floods !

Sita :
Alag, alas, his brazen hand
Fbraces me ; [ strive in vain.
1 sicken and cannot stand : i
My shame-wrung heart is numbed with pain,
My dancing vision {loats in mist,
The horror of his face again
Has whispered close and kissed !

Ravan :

Deliciously your trembling form

Throbs in my clasp ! '_Siim Falwwel vines
Beside your graceful limbs ave lame !
Your golden face like suntise shines,

Olinda rved your lips, the sea
e Your panting bosom which reclines.

y C 0 love, ascend with me !

i, POETRY AND THE PLAY

— ) ——

It is a faet providing much food for thought,
‘that throughout the British Empire there are,
1o my knowledge. only four magazines devoted
solely to poetry, two of which are compara-
tively new and as yet unestablished. Of the
vemainder  Poetry or Poetry and the Play”
as 1t is now called, (for it will henceforth

embrace the drama) is of most .interest to -
vesidents in the Dominions and Colonies as it

takes special interest in the' poetry of the
Empire as a whole instead of confining itself
to that written in the British Isles.

The magazine is the oflicial organ of the
Kmpire Poetry League, which has branches
all over the world and it hopes soon to start a
centre in Colombo. Membership of the
League is open to all, the annual subscription
being one guinea including the sapply ol
Poeiry and the Play. post free. Members are
entitled to submit verse fur criticism to the
League Headquarters, at Abbey House, West-
minster, London, where it is impartially and

and frankly criticised free of charge by expert
and experienced crities.

A special Indian Empire Number of Poetry
and the Play will be issued in the Auntumn
and it is hoped to publish separate nuinbers
representing the best verse of cach Dominien
and Colony in the course of time.

_ The quality and diversity of the contents of
the masazine sre such as must appeal to all,
and as the circulation increases steadily, so the
size and scope of it are enlarged. The April
number is a special Spring Book-Number and
is the first in which the size of the magazine
i« doubled and in which the Play is introduced,
Those wishing to join the branch which is
being formed in Calombo should commnunicate
with the Editor of The Dibrarian who will give
them full particulars.
Hon. Sec.,
Tug Euprirs PorteY LEAGUE.
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ON THE NECESSITY FOR PRESERVING ANCIENT 4SS

P. ANUJAN ACHAN,
(Ex-student, Visvabharati.)

Bpeaking at the First Oriental Conference,
Poona, Pandit Anantha Krishna Sastri advo-
wcated even Government intervention for the
preservation of Mss. on the ground of their
* being national rather than private, property.

We may fully endorse the view expressed
by the enthusiastic Pandit. But we would
urge owners of private DMss. Libraries to
preserve well and utilise fully the priceless
wealth entrusted to them by their forefathers.

All over India in almost every aristocratic
home can be found a private Mss. collection.
In Kerala there are hundreds of such houses
each possesing thousands of Mss. written mostly
on palm-leaf. Unfortunately for us they have
been for a century or more left by the neglect
of the owners to be eaten by insects or to be

sold away to foreigners at ridiculously low

wates,

There is a story still current in these parts
that once a German scholar approached a
Brahaman house to purchase Mss, at the rate
of one anna per grantha. A grantha is equal
to thirty-two letters, But the owner who mis-
took a grantha to mean a Mss, sold away
some of the important works at the rate of
one anna per Mss. When he was asked what
bargain he had made in the transaction he is
said to have replied that he had cleverly in-
cluded smaller granthas (Mss.) too among the
the bigger cnes—meaning thereby that his
bargain was really better than whai the in-
quirer had expected !

This is only by the way.

The time has changed since and we are'

expected to wake to the times. Every family
that possesses a Mss. collection, however gmall
1t may be, must be proud of the wealth and

ought to protect it from being invaded by

insects or even by foreigners. One may not
be able to know the value of what one possasses.
Therefore it is necessary to take a complete
and descriptive list of all the Mss. each family
has got and to have it circulated among othey
libraries of the world. If possible, Mss. must
be given on loan to scholars on security and
no distinction should be made in this respect
between Tndian and foreigners.

Arrangements should also be made for
publishing rare works. The Mss. which we
possess here are nearly. fifteen hundred in
number. They are classified into different
groups viz., Veda, Purana, Nataka, Kavya, etc.
A complete catalogue of these Mss, is being
taken. Needless to say, it will be a greas help
for the growth of learning in India if families
possessing Mss. of ancient and rare works will
preserve them well and let them see the light
of day as early as possible.

India had many well-preserved Mss. libra-
vies in the past. Her library at Nalanda was
a monumental one. Dharmakurja as it was
called contained many thousands of Mss. mostly
dealing with the Mahayvana Buddhism. She
had her libraries at Vikramasila, Kanchi and
such other centres of learning. We know
how most of them have been destroyed by
foreign invaders mainly out of religious bigotry.

It is only the remmnants of those libraries
that we possess today. In.China and Tibet
translations of thousands of Sanskrit works
are still to be found, the originals of which
have now been lost. Mss. in the Pali langu-
age exist in different parts of Ceylon and
Burma all of which deal with the Hinayana
Buddhism. It is—we need not repeat—highly
beneficial that ancient Mss. should be collected
and safely preserved, and if posssible rare
works brought out after critical examination.

. Paliyam Family Mss. Library,

Chendamangalam,
(Cochin State.)
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P It has just gone into a more com-
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patrons and those who would be, with the
same courtsey and service plus the more
pleasant surroundings of its new building.

"I Tt gives to the weary traveller and the
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HOSPETAL. STREET, FORT,

A Five MINUTES' WALK
Distance frorz the Fort Ry. Station.
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MANINDRABHUSAN GUPTA.

a o
.

An artist’s function is to create and not to
vindicate the cause of art. True Artists are
always silent, and their whole energy is focussed
into their creative propensity. I am viotating
that tradition of artists in thus writing about
art ; because in our country, appreciation and
criticism of art arve rare Ido so. I know a
sincere appreciation of our art cannot be
brought about by lectures and books; still
these help to bring about that sympathetic
atmosphere, which tends towards the appre-
ciaticn of ati.

. If you look repeatedly at a beantiful sculp-
ture of the Bunddha or Siva or at an old paint-
ing of Ajanta, Sigiriya or of the Rajput school,
you are sure to be benefitted more, than, you

are by reading volumes, describing their beanty.

At first you may be puzzled by their anatomi-
cal variance but later on yon arve sure to be
attracted by their serene atmosphere.

Most people bring these charges against
Indian art, that, the figures do not portray real
life, that anatomy is disregarded, that Indian
art does mnot follow the laws of perspective,
shade and light. Yes; these charges are quite
relevent. Indian artists do not imitate real
life; they do not follow the optical laws of
nature.  What they do, they do on some
purpose. 1t is not because they cannot imitate
yeality, but because they do not want to. I
shall try to esplain this point. But while my
explanation may touch one's intellect, but it
may not touch one’s heart. The highest forms
of sculpture, painting. music and peelry appeal
not only to the intellect but to- the heart also.

A poem by the famous classical Bengali
poet Chandidas says i—

“ Jriend who makes to me the name of my
heloved? Oh! through my ears, as 1t enters
3 3 ) : ? L3
into my heart, it dissolves me nto ecstacy.
These lines may well vecall Milton's—

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

IDEALS OF BASTERN ART

]

“he breaks

~**In service high and anthems clear.
As may with sweetness, throngh mine ear,
Dissolye me into ecstasies.”

.Here in the poem of Chandidas, we see that
a name has more significance than a sound.
Here more i1s meant, than meets the ears.” So
in the work of an artist one should not expect
what meet the eyes only.

When a poet or an artist gets an inspiration
the shackles of form and
attains the highest joy in his creation. The
object of art is what we call rase in Sanskrit,
the fulfilment of joy and emotion.

loose

Mr. Nandalal Bose, the well-known Indian
artist says, “It is the mind, that sees every- '
thing through the eyes. Everybody knows
that, the eyes in themselves have not the
power of vision. When inattentive, we do not
see a thing, though present before us. Some-
times we see a part of it only.

1t otherwise than what it is.”

Again we see

An .object impresses the artist’s mind in
manifold 'ﬁ.&;pccts. When ‘it passes through
the cructble of his personality, it takes a new
form so to speak. We can say then that the
object is thus idealised. A flower, to an artist
is not just a flower. So, when the artist
draws the flower, he does not attempt io
portray the external from of it, but tries to
reveal in his work, the inner essence, hidden
in the flower. The artist is not a compiler of

facts. He is a poet and a visionary.

Tiet us take a statue of Buddha. He is
sitting in the posture of meditation. His chest
is wide, waist extenuated like that of a lion.
The extremely simplified body is very smooth
and delicate. 'When we see the figure, we get
an idea of calmness, the idea of victory of the
spirit over the passions, Here the artist did
not fry to portray, the statue of the person

v
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“SEXUAL SCIENCE”

BY

Dr. Marie Carmichael Stopes, D.S5c, Ph.D,,

Fellow of the University College, London, etec.. ete.

The Book which has revolutionised public opinion on sex
matters.

Table of Contents :—Part First; Marriage and its Advantages; Age at which to Marcy ;
The Law of Choice; Liove Analyzed; Qualities the Man should Avoid in Choosing: Qualities
the Woman Should Avoid in Choosing; Anatomy and Physiclogy of Generation in Woman; The
Anatomy and Physiology of Generation in Man ; Awmativeness—Its Use and Abuse; The Law of
Continence; Children—Their Desirability ; The Law of Genius; Part Second—The Consuin-
ation; The Conception of a New Life; The Physiology of Ontra-Uterine Growth; Period of
{restatl\e Influence ; Pregnancy—Tts Signs and Duration; Disorder of Pregnancy ; Confinement ;
Management of Mother and after Delivery ; Period of Nursing Influence; Part Third—Wrongs
Righted ; Footicide; Diseases Peculiar to Women—Their Cause; Diseases Peculiar to Men—
Their Cause:; Masturbation ; bl;uuht;- and Impotence; Subjects of which More Might Be Said ;

A Happy Married Life—How Secured ; Twilight Sleep- I['unlless Buth Control, ete., ete. bemde*-
subjects of varying interests unfit to mention here.

A book of Inter:mtimml repute. Translated into ten foreign languages, Most Plainly
described avoiding technalities to make the subject most interesting, 17th Edition sales exceeding
481500 copies. '

l@uce Rupees 6 or 10 Sbillings ﬂ)ostage inclusive.

The British Medical Journal says:—To the married and those abm:i to marry, this should
prove a most helpful book.

The Camlridge Review says :—I1t is probabdly the most important contribution to the ser
problem, that has ever been made really accesible to the English Public.

The New York World say:—By far the best book in our language, on the subject of marriage.
The Lancet say :—>Much of evidence contained in the book is quite wnobtainable elsewhere.

The Woman Leader sa:;s* - Will meet a demand of which, the people are at present fully
CONSCIONS. _

OBTAINABLE FROM

THE EFJ'F‘E VIATIONAL PUBLISEING COMIPANY,

iﬁTEﬁNRTIﬂNﬂL BUILDINGS,

LUDHIANA (INDIA)

!
|

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. -
ngolaham.org | aavanaham.org ’



THE LIBRARIAN 0

known as Buddha, but gave expression to the
idea of Buddhahood, the idea of everlasting
peace. You see all his sermons and religion
in that single piece of stone.

.Here the sceptical critic will shrug his
. shoulder and raise a question, “yes, it is all
right, 1 understand that the statue of Buddha is
very beautiful; but why should it be unnatural ?
What is the harm, if it be like the real Buddha
himself in flesh and blood. Could we see
Ruddha before ns, we would have been fasci-
nated by his noble and calm appearance.
. Why should we not expect then in the artist's
work the idea of nobleness, and calmness, and
the true representation of the person at the
same time ?”

It is a question, worth paying attention to.
1 have mentioned before that we do not see
with our eyes only. Our mind is at the back
of them. So the appearance of an object re-
flected into our brain takes its shape as small
or great, as ugly or beautiful, according to the
bent of our mind, So that we cannot ignore
the mind, in the work of an artist. An object
is not what it seems from external appearance.
The real appearance is its impression on the
mind. In this way every object in God’s
creation is chaped and reshaped and put into
new shapes and colours. Beauty is in the
human mind. And thevefore God's creation
is beantiful.

When we read a poein, we say that we can
see the poet in it, as for instance when we real
Wordsworth, we learn of his intimate love for
nature, and when we read Milton, we realise
the sublime religious conception of his mind.
Qimiliarly distinctions can be made in the work
. T.conardo Da Vinei, Michael
the great artists who

of artiste also.
Angelo, Raphael ave
brought about a renaissance in Italian art in
the 15th Century. Michael Angelo is heroic
in his treatment, while Raphael is delicate and
Da Vinci blends the two.

The treatment of Furopean art is rather
1 2 Fanl  TPRis jeraarle 4
dramatic and pathological. 'This remark s
somewhat true with regard to their dramas as
well. In the dramas of Bhakespeare, we observe

the hard grimaces, the clashing of teeth and the
conflict of emotions.
violent and

Even love appears in
frenzied mood. Hamlet and
Romeo, two famous herces of Shakespeare,
show in their love, the excited, morbid state of
their minds.

To the Indian mind, beauty is perfect in
harmony. Love is perfect in control. In
Kalidasa's Kumara Sambhavam, Gouri as a
young maid, went to Siva and offered herself
but was rejected by the great God. But,
when, after practising ascetism, she removed
the passion of her mind, she was able to move
the mind of Siva.

In Shakespearian dramas nature and space
are hardly seen. The dramas are full of
events. In Tempest, though Miranda is grow-
ing up in the lovely island, surrounded by
sea, she has notbing to du with nature. The
island is merely taken to serve the purpose of
events. It has not got any psychological
relation. 3

Here Nature is like the back-grund of
those pictures of the Renaissance where the
figure drawn has no relation with the land-
scape in the back-ground.

But Sakuntala of Kalidasa is a part and
parcel of Nature. She is growing up 'in a
hermitage like a flower , She loves the trees
and the creepers as her sisters and everyday
she waters them. 8he gives the creepers in
marriage to the Sahakara tree. To her they are
all living entities. It is Nature, that soothes
the human mind in affliction. In Sakuntala,
though we see affliction and tragedy for 2
time, it does not end there.
it ends in selemnity.

It ends in union,
Bhakepeare would have
finished the drama at the highest pitch of tra-
gedy. Huropean taste wants forceful, vigourous
events exciting the nerves.
after event is coming.

In a drama event
The mind does not
find any space to rest upon. But in Kumara
Sambhavam, Sakuntala, Meghadutam, the
narrative portion is very short; while the
peet goes on unfolding the beauties of nature
I a most magnificient manner.

(To be continued )
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TARIOUS VIEWS

el § LR

Waomen ian india

Before the child has become a girl and has
scarcely even half finished her education
avrangements are in fnll swing with regard to
her marviage and her education is stopped.
Boyhood or givlhood is the happlest time of
one’s life, but girlhood is entively cut out from
the I[ndian woman's llfe. Tt is between ages
ten and tweuty that there is free scope for
one's individuality and latent capacity, unhaia-

pered, either by the disadvantages of a child

body, or by the cares und worries of a grown-

It.is then that
the foundations ave laid for the future great-
The absence of girlhood

up social and professional life.

ress of an individual.
irom Indian life and the consequent lack of
cpportunity for the due awakening of the
individual’s latent capacities, is the cause of: the
presence of so few Indian woinen prominent
or endowed with genius in any walk of life,
[far removed are we from the days of ancient
Indian glory, when men and women vied with
e-mh othu for L,xu_,hence of achievement in
cw(,ly he}d i Moailis okl P

'”"\T(‘fiainount of qfiti%ticu; si'ibii'l'e~Ta1‘dr:to dui;th-
&LtC among babies, premature death of young
or rather child mothers, alarmingly low
dVGhL"L "life- pcno’i of an Indian, ‘will ever
convinee most parents of the fact that there is
anything wrong ‘with Hindu social customs
and . what 15 miscalled ‘religions rites and
usages.” The present marriage cusloms among
i ma,jont\ of Hindus are as far removed from
Lelwmn as is murder or any other violent
crime ; for to improve the trials and respon-
sibilities “of motherhood on a voung girl is
nothing less than a viclent crime. '

"If a young mother escapes an early death,
children are born with monotonous and cruel
regularvity, leaving her no time to salisfy the
other eravings of a human sonl.” She becones

w slave—DBrothers of The Star.

Amerioa on Wheals

In England Cabinet Ministers cannot atford
to keep motor-cars. [n Amerien,. thanks in
the main to the enterprise of Mr. Henry tord,
a cor is regarded as an essential perquisite to
the normal working household,  Professors’
and students, typists and Dbricklayers, the
humblest operative as well as the wealthiesh
willionaire owns, or appears to own, a car.
Little children drive about in toy automobiles.
In Los Angeles there 15 a car to every four
persons, children included. When winter
comes the roads of Florida are black not only
with the automobiles of the wealty in search
of change and sunshine, but also with the
Ford cars of the working men. American
civilization is on wheels.—The Rt. Hon. H. A.

L. Fisher in “Seribner's Magazine.”

As a Man Thinkelh

The average of human beauty is rising, and
it is rising because of our steady rise in virtue.
I do not use this word in a priggish sense, bus
for want of a better term to describe -the
inherent decency of instinet and goodness < of
mind which swrround us, The human coun-
tenance is shaped by the mind® behind it, and
as vou think so you become. Exercise has
improved cur bodies, but it is our -healthy
minds that put us into sporting activities.

Sir William Orpen..

“One rmpulae from a vernal wood
Will teach vou more of man,
Of moral evil and of gnod
Than all the sages can’

¢ Or(i’sruuf.s

/Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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Our Short Story

“The Siren, a work of sculpture, the beauty of
whose lines has survived the ravages of pitiless
time takes us back to the haleyon days of
Greece, when the master minds of the time vied
with each other in offering their tributes of poet-
ry, music, painting and sculpture to the benevo-
lent goddess that presided over the prosperity
of their city—Athena of Athens. Gentlemen,]
want you to-night to jon me on the magic car-

pet. Lt it take us back, back through the cen-

turies and place us before the very door of the
Master Craftsman. There we see him in the
midst of a most harmoniously arranged studio
placed in gardens befitting a Prince’s abode;
we sée him lightly passing a well-carned leisure
in the warm embraces of his divinely beautiful
Helen. While, at the gates waif the Prince
of Thessalia with his retinue, till such time as
it will please the Master to ¢come out. Gentle-
men, such were the conditions amidst which
Genius lived then and such was the homage
that art received in those days.”

(Sir Jeremiah Bings, at the Annual Dinner
of the American Artists in Liondon, 3rd July,
192...)

» -4 %

In the most crowded quarter of Athens there
is & drab, patched-up single room. On one side
it adjoins a sWeetmeat maker's; on the other
- sides lives the Jaundry woman who takes in
the washing of that street. T'he door
opens to an ill-paved street on which wicked-
eyed children and barking dogs keep up a
‘Taking up the best part of the
room is a long block of marble,

regular din.
The top 1=
covered with a miscellany of things, a torn piece
of muslin, an old quilt, and a two-week old
copy of " The Athens Courier.” On the floor
are s chisel and a hammer. On a siring stretch-
ed pcross one corner of the wall are a shirt,
and a few other odd clothes. There are a stool
and a rough table. The rest of the room is

picture on the wall.

THE SIREN

bare except for a little space under the only
window. The window is a small square aper-
ture about eight feet above the floor, Below the
window a picinre torn from * The Athens
Courier " is pinned to the wall. The picture
—that of a young woman robed in a tiger's
skin and carrying a pitcher on her shoulder,
bears under it the legend, ‘“ Miss Helen gt the
Pitcher Dance given by the Princeof Thessalia.”
If we now turn back to “The Athens Courier”
that had been used to cover up the marble .
block we have already noticed, and examine
under where the portion is torn off we will find

_another picture—that of a portly, double-

chinned, devotee of Bachus. Heavy eyelided,
the drooping, characterless lips covered up by
a bushy beard, short in stature, withal the
picture is that of a sphere supporied by two
plump, well-rounded off pillars, Under this

-picture are the following words, *“ The Popular

Prince of Thessalia who well maintains the
sporting traditions of his family.”

Enter Thucydes; lazily pulls out his arm from

the right sleeve of his jacket and allowing it

to hang from his leéft shoulder walks up to the
He looks at it, calls out
“ Helen,” sighs, and turns his eyes‘ to where
the marble block lay covered up. He raises
the different coverings and discloses a beauti-
fully hewn figure. On the slab where the feet
rest is the Greek word meaning “Siren.”

He looks at it for some time, then walks up
to the table and sitting down at it writes.” He
is very agitated. Now he gets up, now he sits
down, the next moment he holds the sheet on
which he was writing as if he was about
to tear i, again he settles down and conti-
nues to write. After nearly an hour he lays
down the pen and reads what he has written.
Liet us steal up to him and look over that page

of unwritten history.
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* Dear Helen,”

I de not know where to begin this letter.
My distracted mind refuses to separate act
from agt, year from vear and array piecemeal
the story of my life, that is my sufferings.
Moreover I have not the heart to tax this
'sr}l'eiy troubled mind of mine and get it to
pour forth grammatically arvanged pieces of
essay but let it say what it wishes.

I was not an ordinary individual who wanted -

to just live. Within me was a fire which
tried to shoot out its tongues into the world
of light. Within me was a ‘hunger which
yearned to lick the nebulous mass of life into
shapes, distinct a'nd,n_leaning['ul. And T would
have done all this and enriched the country I
have been born into, and honoured the age I
lived in. Bnt neither the country nor theage
wanted it. And I wonder whether there wounld
ever be a country or an age that would want
Genius. Al art is given to the world in spite
of it. The world refuses it with out-turned
palms and in the face of that refusal Genius
proffers his gift. Iiven so do 1 _give my Siren,
2 millionth of what I would have done had
I been asked, and a fragment of what it
woul dhave been had 1 completed it. I would
have yet persisited had I your light to look
for. But even you fcund the dazzle of wealth
more inviting, and there you have gone
and/immersed vour light, where it cannot be
noticed in order to be appreciated. A glimmer
i1s heaven-sent in the darkness of a cave, but
what is it in the richly-lighted chamber of
at palace. A man can work if there is Hope,
be it ever so distant. But if instead of the
unending road that he used to see spread out
before him, he finds the mouth of an abyss,
the abyss of despair—into it he plunges. Had
I any sign to hope for your interest in mel
would have faced further disappointments.
Kven as the moon shines by the light of the
Sun, so does art thrive by the inspiration of
Love. But perhaps there is another world for
men of our type, a world te open whose gates
they use not the waun-inade key of silver but
the magic “ Open Sesame,” of God-given love.

~ you, my Helen ?”

And there 1 go to join those who have gone
before me, scorned of men—and who will
come after me. Farewell Helen.”

L2 3% *

It was a lovely afternoon when everything
was wearing an air of relaxation. The Prince
of Thessalia and Helen accompanied by their
retinue were taking a walk along the streets
when a sudden fancy suggested something to
the Prince.

“Let 11_§ £0 and see Thueydes in his studio.

I hear the fellow is clever with his fingers.
- Perhaps. I may ask him to carve for me the
legs for that new couch of yours. What say

They entered his studio. With one arm
thrown caressingly round the neck of the Siren
" while in the fingers ol the other hand wa-
- held a letter they found Thucydes. On the
floor was an empty wvial.
Helen took the letter. read its contents and
said, “Poor Thucydes.” The Prince gave
her his arm and they passed out followed by

their retainers.

J. VIJAYATUNGA.

CUNJI MOO S A

No. 5, DEANS ROAD,

- MARADARA,
.OILMANSTORES & PROVISIONS

at the most reasonable prices.

Supplying to schools & College Hostels,
Clubs & Boarding Houses,

on special terms is one of our special lines.

pun )S'rc:mz ;%mmx's F RESH.

Inspection and inquiries gladly welcomed.
Showe 2014 : '
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THE FRENCH & {;ﬂLn}’\aI!‘ L CP{ 2DIT I ?'%NK,

7, RUE FLATTERS, AMIENS, FRANCE,

is & business carried on uuder he laws of France. This firmn has thrown open to people
in all parts of the world some very tempting offers. FHere it tells our readers what they are :-

Are you aware that there exists at the present moment open equally to the smallest as to the lurgest investor, an
investment of absolute safety, bearing a direct Governmnen: Guarantee which in « hlition to yielding a fixcd. and tax frec
wterest of 5 % yearly, may gain for you outright a Dividend ¢f £ 16,000 within a month of your investing
20 shilliags in ic:?

This investment is o French Mational Saving Certificate, issued directiy by the Freach Governinent, Every onc

of these Certificates gives to ibs purchaser & continual mouthly chance of waining outright a Tump sum of £ 16,000, or

L8000 or £ 4,000, or £ 2,000, or 1,000, or one of 630 smaller, but substantinl cash bonuses, in addition to a yearly

interest of 5 07 pai 1 Lalf yearly on the st days of June and December. and these mionthly chances of gaining large
sums, and th:, payment to you of the yearly interest of 5 "; will last all lifewtime.

By 1 special luw of France the ahove, interest, and cash bonuses are transmi itted to investors in Great Britain
the British Bmpire and British Colonies, in pounds sterling, free ou ull present or tulner tax, to the investor through
lis nearest Post Office, or Bank, ’

Mr. H; G. Wells, Fngland's greatest Writer, and Publicist sis (The Times, 3rd Mareh 1918 ) A French
National Baving Certificate in addition to ofhruw perfect security of w apita), puts the small investor on a footing of
tair equality with his richer fellow, invester, by giving him not only interest, but  very re: al monthly ¢haunce of gaining
ouiright a comfortable fortune of '-ﬂj C £ 6,000 - !

Further particalars may be obtmned from the above .uichew or from us.

CT bys oad
ESTABLISHED Ix 1899,
Mo. 21, Hospital Strest, Fort-Colombe.
TAILOR, CLOTHIER, QUTFITTER & CONTRACTOR

UNEDERTAKES UPHOLSTHERING HOODS, CUSHIONS OF MOTOR CARS &,

1

’1a1101mg in all its branches undertaken at moderate charges
and ‘executed promptly, skilltully and at short notice

A TRIAL I8 KINDLY SOLICITED

OP-COUNTRY GRDEBS WILL BE SENT PER V.R.P.
. SATISFACTION  * GUARANTEED.

.
.

»
-

¥ " Digitized by Noolaham Fgundation. ~ - B o 5 b ' g
T - roolaham.org-| aavanaham-org ; - : v



&
3

4

THIE LIBRARIAN 15

REVIEWS

The Posztry and the Play, (Merton
Press Litd., Abbey Honse, Westminster,
5. W. 1, England.)

Conscious of delays as we rushed into print,
the last English mail delivered the eigth volame
of “ The Poetry and the Play.”

This inspiring anthology of recent verse
comes very presentably bound from the
Merton Press at Abbey House, Westminster,
and is the literary spokesman of the * Enipire
I’oﬁtrj‘ League "’ where sits too, that eminent
literateur Doctor Tagore.

This twelve-penny monthly is a unique «nd
universal thing. It is a dauntless Journal that
tours the Bmpire singly, collecting exclusively
in a common treasury the songs and madrigals
consecrated. to the Muse of Iyric and drainatic

verse,

The prose and poetic waves of “The Poetry
and the Play ™ are all going for a shilling—
a remarkably modest price for a dish of tooth-
some lyric delicacies. The prose contributions
to this number teem with high literary values
and the comments they embody on the theme
of dramatic poetry are informing and original.
“Moonshine in the water ™ is typical of its
fellows.

Manifold meanings given to the incidents
that made for the untimely death of Marlowe
deepen the tragedy of it all. M.
Wright, in his “Death of Christoper Marlowe”
sets forth conflicting views current on the
violent end of the great tragedian, shifts every

‘ avidence and judiciously diseriminates allega-

tion from: fact. The essay will enter the
literary repertories of all Marlowe-lovers as a
ralued and cherished document.

The hnpressive style of the dramatisaton of
poetry and the aids to it of stagecraft are
discernible in the “Dance Drama ™ by Terence
Gray dealing with the popular story of Deirdre.

The short lvrieal pieces, however are the
‘bestest’ things in an altogether happy collec-
tion. “Maytime” is pleasantly occupied with
lark and chu, robin, pear-tree, the blossoms

- the most vivacious and tuneful chimes.

Fowler

and the breeze. Ian Dall is truly a light-footed,
‘Dancer into day dreains and into stray-dreams;
as he impatiently stiumons his Proserpine in
It 1s
@ pity that the rude intrusion of a sprinkling of
unfamiliar metaphors dims the lyric virtues of
the too academnic “ Candle.” On the contrary,
the anonymous writer of “Antony Ted” ap-
proximates more closely to lyric perfection.

" Antony Ted ” is a successful revolt against

the school of fixed measure and rigid form
and in the sincerity of its simple sentiment,
its easy diction and the rhythmic flow of sound,
abide the highest lyric beauty and elegance.

A few. pages of the present nuwmber carry
*“ Short notices” of contemporary poetry. The
criticisms are just and learned and are indis-
pensable guides to poetry lovers intending to
take stock of the latest harvests.

But the most beneficial feature of the maga-
zine is the poetry competition aunounced in its
closing pages. The competitions are designed
to encourage honest experimental work among
the voung and the old and to enthuse with
more than a pat on the back the precocious muse

- schooling in the diverse regions of the Empire.

“The Poetry and the Play” is therefore
another cord of kinship thrown round the
Empire’s peoples to gather her scatiered races
and link them in a fellowship of love by the
medium of song. We commend the journal
to the notice of our public schools and to ali
true lovers of pure poetry in the Tsland.

The Ceylon Theosophical News.

We have received a copy of the first number
of this magazine. 1fs tone and purpose and
modest appearance foretell a suceessfnl future
for it. As there is a growing number of
Theosophists in this country the magazine will
prove of great help tp them and will be the
means of disseminating Theosophy among the
general public here by whom it is little
undersiood.

The Mirare.
Wickrama-asinghe.
cur next number,

(Sinhalese Novel) by Martin
A review will appear in

K. V. P. GoONETILLEKE.
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Bungalow
’ (.Ti"rlrilge 421,
P. Q. Boz. 6.

THE

A Reputaﬂ:wn That Took iwo Generations To Bu

Colombo

Ceylon, 9th July 1914

I have pleasare in te,r'lf) ing  that

Mohamed Deen (nnder the manay rum:,nt of

his son M. D. Abdul Rahman) has supp-

lied nniforms, ete to the Cexlon Artillery

Volunteers wnd the Ceylon Garvisun A rLiI.lcr)'
for many years past,

There has been practically no complaints

with regard to the quality or fit of the
uniferms supplied and the work has been
most efficiently carried out and the corps
requirement hus received every attention.

Sd ; E. J. HAYW aRD;

Lt-Col, & Atg Comdt €. D. F,

Showrooms & {
Tailoring

Dept: {

23 Sha ham
Straet.

Motor Garawe :--
58, Pauschikawailis
" fHoad.

Colombo

HOUSE OF REPUTAT

ESTD. 1876. -

[

td

[T

i, D. ADDUL RAHUAN

CIVIL AND MILITARY 1

SON OF LATE

[IDHATIED DEEN

AILOR

GOVT. AND MUNICIPAL CONTRACTOR. _

TRILORING & GENERAL GOODS,

Khaki Heimets

Khaki Cloth

Pig Stickers

Trench Caps

Peak Caps

Fox's Putties

Khaki Hose

Military Buttons
-, - , DBadges
White Helmets

Whistles

Stripes

. Khaki lannel  Miniature
: Ofticers Stars Medals
& o Crowns -
. & - ' .
A e 7

\!‘:‘

i : © _«Note:

Whistles cords

Service Stars
Lieather Buttons

Scout Hats

Scout Belts

Medal Ribbons

of all Theatres of War
Also assorted .

We are always prepared to quote very

Dunlop
Michelin
Goodrich
Goodyear
Woodmilne

Mobzl Oil A,
” ya -[%

. ” 3 C.
Motor Rims
Carbide

MOTOHR ACCESSORIES.

Dunlop

Tyres and Tubes
Motor Rims
Radrator Caps .
~Ball Racers

-

Tyres and Tubes

Mobil Oils
Carbide
Patches ;
Horn Balbs
Horn Reeds
Patcljes ete.

MOTGR CARS FOR HIRE NIGHT OR DAY,

We are well-known for making well fitting, smart BREECHES that leave nothing 0 be desire

reasonable terms to schools, colleges, and clubs, fo
Scout, and Cadet Uniforms and Club Colour Jerseys etc. .

Whlle our, chief business is supplving big orders for Government we pay equa

attention to t,he wants & orders of individual utﬂtnmels

SATISFIED?

OUR MOTTO. IS:—
TELL OTHERS. NO?

_“'n, . 5

D|gmzed by Noolaham Foundatlon

no'olaham :0rg t aa,vana_ham orgs.

TELL ..US.



BRISTOL BUILDINGS. FORT, OOLOM BO.

A PREIIER SALOON IN CEYLON
YOUR PATRONAGE 1§ KTNDLY SOLIGITED

GO’\iFORTABLE CHAIRS, ELECTRIC FANS & LIGHTS
NO WAITING

UNDER ENTIRELY EXPERIENCED MANAGEMENT.

}3

Tv,

[T A K i\s

E
i ammmnsr

Which—Brown Bread or White Bread—-contains more
Vitamines is yet an unanswered question
BUT
Whichever it is get it in the most hygienic form
CBTAINABLE AT
TV MDD frﬂ*ﬂ 4["\ T MARIRDY
il e WIRHBL LY H Ml LD L&u\alwh\\iig

Ro. 11, GALLE FAGE COTTAGE, COLOBO.
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