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[_etter Prom The Hditor

THE PICTURE we have on .the cover this week is one of the enigmas of

- the timeless past in* Apuradhapura, in the temple of lsurumuniya, one of
* the most beautifully-s'ted shrines in that c'ty. “In add'tion,” states the
Handbook for the Ceylon Traveller, “it contains two of the most fameus
carvings in the City (each typical of its period), the Pallava Man and His
Horse and the Gupta Lovers. The monastery to which the shrine belenged
received its name from the 500 nobles (issaras: those of first rapk) who—
filled with faith by the miracles 2ttendant on the planting of the Bodhi Tree
—sought immediate ordinatcn as mcpks. The 500 commcners, cf
the vessa cazte, who were similarly moved, were placed in a separzte
monastery therefore named Vessagiriya: a strange, and invidicus, distine-
tion in that first flush of a2 facth that deplored, indeed forbade, such
dist'nctions. ... ... " Caste apart, there has been 2 great deal of contro-
versy in recent times whether the carving, popularly known as lsurumuniya
kovers were just plain unknown lovers or whether it was a Shiva Parvati in
the style and mapner found on the Indizn subcontinent. Even if it i§ 'ndeed
a Shiva-Parvati pose the artist has tried to depict, there is no doubt that
it has a special lIsurumuniya flavour, uniquely Lankan. Archzeelogists will
-cont nue to argue untll the end of time as to what this carving rezally
represents, but at the moment we are in the midst of ancther controversy,
a mupdape one, that interests many m'l iens in the world tocay: what is
nenaignment? Is there a thing called nonal’gnment? Is 't pessible for nations
and countries to be truly nonaigned? Or s nonalignment a myth, or enly
2 contemporary smokescreen for the political evelit'en of the newly
independent? One commentator in Indi2 has gene so far as to say that “the
concept of ponal’'gnment was evclved by the newly incepencent naticns
immediately after World War Il. The term s strictly 2pnd narrowly
defined to mean non-partic’pat’on In 2ny of the military blccs sponsored
by the super powers. In the true sense, however, It shoild mean total
freedom of acticn. This is impossible ‘n the present world where ‘nter-
n-tiopal relat’opskips ate bated on power poltics. The charisma of
Nehru, Tito 2nd Nasser enabled this concept to grow. During ile better
part of their life the policy was more or less adhered to. With the
passage of time members of the nonzl'gned grevp faced a warlety  of
problems. F ret znd foremost there war the ideclegy of the ccuntries
themselves. Those who favoured socizlism gradual'y get al'gned with
like-minded nat'cns.” In the fierce culd war of the fift'es, most covptries
could pot rema’n on their pedestal of penal gnrent. The desire for
secur’ty almost forced them to lean heavily on either of the powers. Next
was: the peed for financial and technelegical rescurces.” Obta'ning aid
was relatively easy but the man problem was the ‘neviiable strings
attached. In the long rup this directly or ind rectly influcnced the foreign
policies of the countries. The streng naticnal'siic feel'ngs of the newly
independent countries crezied border adjustment preblems with each
other. This forced aggrieved countries 1o seek redress 'n the UN or
outside. This required support of super powers. Such support called
for obl'gations. Presence of cne super power in 2 neighbouring ccuptry
led the other to seek alignment with zncther surer power for self-
preservat'on. In the final apalysis the policy of nonzi'gnment 2ppears
rather utopian. A nonaligned country wenld always be at 2 disadveniage
against a country al'gned with either of the super powers.” Aptther
comment=tor, also from Ind'a, however, peinted cut thet "it s becom'ng
fashionable in certain circles to queston the s'ncerity cf the npaticps
belong'ng to the nopaligned grcup and genera'ly heeping scorn  and
ridicule on their preparit'cns for the comng Celembo summ't., It is
important to understand the correci meaning of the term nonal’'gnment
in the context of the formation and deve'opment cf the nonal'gred bloc,
Nonpaligned simply refers to a paticn nct beleng'ng to 2 surer power-
sponsored military bloc 2nd potallowing a super power to dictzie a naticn’s
internal and external policies. The term does pot refer to a nat'on’s
ideological affinit'es or to voluptary support extended to it by any of the
polic’es of a super power. [t 's not synonymous with revtral ty nor dces
it call upon a nat'on to be completely obl v'ous fo its own pat cnal ‘pterest,
Even today the ponalizned group serves two importept functions. Frst,
it forms a growing body of nat’ons which both the super powers must
constantly woo as they can pever take any of these nations ccmpletely for
granted. This makes an Tmportant coptribut on to peace by prevept'ng
the world’s division inte two hostile camps irreconc!lz Yy opposed to each
other. Secondly, as almost all these nat'ons are developing countries they
can use the forum to develop fru'tful cowgparation amongst themselves and
" upltadly wrest fair ¢rade policies from daveloped| countries.”
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK

Sri Lanka, USA,

- France, Vietnam

ON THE DOMESTIC FRONT in
Sri Lanka, gleom ccntinves 1o pre-
vail in spite of the reduciion in
the price of imporied whect flour
{end bread) and the promises of
more price reducticns in imported
essentials like sugar. The drought
prevai.ing througnout the island
has cast an increasingly darkening
shadow ovar everybody. The prices
of all commodities, especially food
items, continue to rise despite
the big noises being made about
Price Control, Licensing of Tra-
ders, and the | ke. ¥ sh costs more,
vegetables cost more, and meat
has become a greater luxury cnly
few can afford—than a month ago.
There arz 2l:0 promises thau scarce
goods would be plentiful—at least
just before and durng the Non-
aligned Confercnce—even items
like coriznder, cummin seed and
what not {they are to be taken
off the rauon together with a
number of other items).

Apart from the Non-aiignad Con-
ference and the wundersiandabie
desira on the part of the Govern-
ment o create a good image about
the living cond tens In tle island,
ir iz also clzar that the Govern-
ment has a super-duper Sunshine
Budg.t in mind for the coming
yzar which accoraing to the Cons-
¢'tutien is the year of first General
Elscticn after the 1972 Censti-
tuticn., Jobs have been promised
ta 302,050 peopilz and assurances

given that there will be racid
ecrnamic da2ve opment. Whilst
P-ime Minister has in.isted thet

tha Constitution would be f Hlewed
in regard to the mater of hsiding
tha elections in 1977, varicts: SLFP

stalwarts  (most  recsntly  Deputy
Mnister H. M. Guna-atne) have
besn utilizirg thoir “frezdom  of

speech’ tu s'ate that elections should
be hzld only whan th: “‘pacple”
(mass=:) wast cuth an elsction,
that thz UNP should not be given
a chaice to come back to power
again, etc., eic,

The si%hour water supply al-
lowed by the Municipality dee.
not reath a very large numbaer
of the hcuseholds in Colombe.
and those who are lucky enough
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to “get ‘watér do not have ‘epongh
for healthy living. The supply ‘of
water by bowser has, like every-
thing else in this country, become
a rack.t, Harassed by the every-
day problems cof finding water
and food supplies (at prices the
Government says they could ‘be
beught), most people have mo
time to think about more impor-
ant  problems confronting the
country. ;

Where is the money to pay
our bkills znd the plans for
more employment (and the
sunshine  budgat) coming
from? Sri Lanka has already
borrowed to the hilt abroad
from the wusual and tradi.
tionzl sources. There have
baen stories that Government
was hopirg to get big fina-
nce from ‘“‘private’” Arab,
French, or some other un-
namead source to cover all
her needs for high living until
the Genorzl Elections. This
does not seam to have worked
out as some Governmental
dignitaries seem to have
hoped for. It would also seem
that foreign -commercizl
binks have been told that
they couid survive in Sri
Lanka only if they brought in
fantastic sum of foreign ex-
change (a2 thousand million
or thereabouts) to help deve-
lop the country, or to enable
the Government to have
enough spendirg money in
the pre-election and electicn
year, Whether the foreign
commercial banks will agree
to this (blackmail) is yet to
bz sezn, but this kind of un-
orthodox financing is not
likely to create a good image
of Sri Lanka not merely
durisg the non-zligned Con-
ference but alse on a long-
term basis in the world.

Important national issues like
public finance, as we said, have
been fcrgotfen because peoples’
interest has baen cide-tracked by
the sheer difficulzies of day-to-day
living. Those who are able to keep
cheir heads above the despair line,
have all become engrossed in the
dynamics and imperatives of the
Nen-al'gned Conference and world
politics that they have little time
for what they consider parish pump
parochial pol'tics. Sri Lanka has
however become the focus of
world' attention. I additien 2o

In Ceylon

this, mafy werld sevents ‘ara now
hightighted in - Sri -bLanka, :(much

‘more than before), because this

councry bhas  suddenly become
‘world-conscious™. The American
Bicentennial has deservedly been
given frontpage prominence for some
weeks. The American-Ceylon Ex-
hibitien, now going on in Colomba,

‘is . a most interstng and informa-

tive record of reiatons. berween
the two countries. Even those
who are mow overwhelmed by
the chought that the US is today

the ‘'‘spearhead of international
reacton and imperialism”, must
admit that the USA has played

an important role in the history
of mankind. The USA broughe
2 new dimension in global histery
by be'ng the first “coleny” of
Furopean colonisers (of the I5th to
I19th centuries)to revolt against the
imperial overlords. The French
Revolution came afier that in 1789
and the Russian Revolution in 1917.

The USA, like all .countries which
attain affluence, now.suffers from
greed for power and profic and
this has brought her into conflic
with a farge number of develop-
ing countries. But there are hcpe-
ful signs that the spiric of 1778
is still alive (and scmetimes kick.
inz) in the United Siates of the
Pemagon Papers, Woatergate, the
Fall ¢f Nixon and the cominuing
exposures of public scandals by 2
press which is st’il free to print
what is in the public interesr.
The war in Vietnam was a
major defeat for palicies and
actions which the founding
fathers of the USA would naver
have embariked upon. The
idiom of those who had brought
the USA into being continues
to be uszd by the leaders of the
USA even today, though actions
and policies in recent years
have robbed the idiom of much
of its origina! wvalidity.

On July 4, the United States
Ambassador to Sri Lanka, Mr.
John H. Reed, issued the fol-
lowing statement in Colombo
on the occasion of the American
Independerce Day: “Today the
American people, at home and
abroad, ce'ebrate the 200th znni-
versary of our Declaration of Inde-

“pendénce. The American Reveli-

tion Bicentenn'al is zn appropriate
time for all Americans to reflect
upon our beginnngs as a free,
democratic, and independent nation
baced ~ on the universal 'prin-

.
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_ciples set forth-in the Declaration

of Indepeadence: *
‘We hold these truths. to. be self-
evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed. by
their Creator with certain unalien-
able: Rights, that® among: these
are Life, Liberty. and. the Pursuit
of Hcppiness. That to secure
these: Rights, Governments are
instituted. among  Men, ‘“deriving
their just pewers from the: consent
of the governed....’

. “Aswe celebrate the Bicentenn'al
in. Sri Lanka, we also recall the
tong and continuing fr.endship bet-
ween the Ceylcnese znd Ameri-
can peoples. A relaticnship that
traces its, beginn ng to the voyages
“of New. .Epgland merchant ships
which visited Ceylcn as early as
1789, the year that we adcpted
our. Copstimtion. Within forty
years of our Revoluitien; Americin
missicnar'es were at work here
looking after the mediczl and edu-
caticnal needs of the people. The
19th century saw trade between
Ceylcn and the United Stales
grow and the American Commer-
cal Agency, established in 1850,
became the forerunner of the
American  Consulate  and, affer
your independence, the American
Embassy. In the last quarter cf
the 19th century, an; American
“searcher after truth’, Henry
Steel Olcott, made important znd
lasting contributiens to this coun-
iry’s religicus snd educaticnzl re-

naissance and nationel re-awakens-

ing. Since Sri lLanka’s independence

in, 1948, the relatlonship between

us has grown and’ prospered. We
have cordial and mutually bene-
ficial ‘relations In many fields. Whe-
ther in trade and commetce, science
agricultural development, culiural

and educational exchanges, or dip-.

tomacy, the ties establishea are
a firm foundation for continued
friendship.

“Such close relations are essen-
¢lal in today's increasingly inter-
dependent world. All  npaticns,
large and small, developed and
developing, aligned and nen-ali-
gned, must work in co-cperaticn
if we are to meet the basic needs
of all the worlds: people. 1976
also marks the twenty-sixth year
since. an agreement was signed
for American economic assistance
to. 5ri Lapka. Qur aid. which has
now reached a total of nearly 285
million dollars, (Rs. 2,450,C00,000)
hazs. been supplied through the

i

years because of our sincere de-
sire to contribute to the eccnomic
development cf Sri Lznka and
the well-being of her people. On
this 200ch znniversary of Ameri-
can_ Independence, | can 3assure
you. of the warm friendship of
the Americint people znd their
continned interest in Sil Linka's
peace and prosperity. I pledge
my perscnal commitment to work
for: the furtherance of the good
relations- between our two nolicns
and our two  peoples who skare
a devotion to the principles of
democracy and representative gov-
ernmeni; a dedicaricn to the preser-
vaticn of peace; and a commitmet
to the improvement of the humen
conditicn.”

On July 3, Washington had
released the following text of
a “Fourth of July Bicentennial
Message’’' from President Ford,
issued at the White House,

“Two hundred years ago we, the
people of the United States of
America, began a great sdventure
which siirred the imaginaticn and
quickened the hopes ¢f men ind
women throughort the werld.
The date was luly 4, 1776. The
oceasicn; the signing of our Deciara-
tion of Independcnce. Mo other
naticn in history has cver dedi-
cated itself more specificelly nor
devoted itself more completely to
the proposition that all men are
created. equal, that they are en-

.dowed by their creator with such

umal'enable rights of life, liberty
and the- pursvit. of happiness. Twe
centuries later, as we celebrate
our Bicentennial year of Indepen-
dence, the great American adyen-
ture centnues. The hallmark of
that adventure has always been
an eagerness to explore the un-
known, whether it lay across an
ocean or a ccntinent, acress the
vastness of space or the frontiers
of human knowledge. Because we
have always been ready to try
new and untested enterprises n
government, in commerce, in the
arts =nd sciences and n human
relations, we have wmade unpre-
cedented progress in all of these
fialds,

“While reaching for the un-
known, Americans have alsc kept
their faith in this wisdom and ex-
per'ence of the past. Colonists
and Immigrants- brought with them
cherished values and ideals in reli-
glon and in culture, in 'aw and
learning whi h, mixed with the

native . American ways, gave s
our rich American heritage. The
unigue -~ American unen of the
known end the unknown, the
tried 2nd the untred hzs been
the foundeticn for ocur lberty and
the secrfet of cur great success.
In this country individvals .cin be
the mastcrs rather than t e help-
less yiciims of their destiny. We
c:o mzke clf own oppo.tuniiies
and mace the most of them..ln
the space of two ceniu: ies we have
not been aule to 1igut every wreng,
10 correct every injusiice, 1o
reach every worily goal, but for
200 years we fave t.ied and we
1o strive to make

wi.l cont nue
the lves of incividuzl men and
women in ¢lis country wnd on

this ea:th betier lives—more hope-
fu! and happy, more piosperous
a2nd peaceful, more fululing and
more free. ThLis is our cummcn
decicat cn znd it wil be our com-
men glory as we enter the third
ceniuy of the American advens
ture.”

FRANCE celebrated July 14 as
her Maiienal Cay, and the message
of Mr. Flerre Anchenicz, Ambassa-
dor for France in Sii Lenka, exola-
ined, for the first iime in such a
message, about the signficince o
July 14 :

“This is the seccnd time that
| have the privilege to celcbrate
the French Naijenal Day in Sei
Lenka, znd this cettainly adds to
my pleasure cn this greal ceeasion.
Indeed, | wish to recail that the
relai cns between our two naiicns
date back to the beginning of she
17th Century, under thé "King
Louis XIV, that is more then three
Centu ics age. May | alo fecali
that it is in October, 1948, that
we establsiied diplomaiic  rela-
tiens. But, last and not least, meay
| say that it cnly took me one day
to fee! at home in Sri Lanka, where
the authorities as well as the
people show so much kindness
to myself, to the members of the
French Embassy znd to all French
people, particularly to the numer-
ous French tourisis that come
every year fo visit your country
{abeut 12.0C0 n 1975); these tou-
rists participate, in a way, in the
development of the maion, but
also, which is even more impor
tant, afrer their return to Frznce,
they take pleasure in describing
to. my countrymen the niceness
of the Cey|cnzse people, the beau-
ties of the island and the remar-
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kable actions taken for the
progress of lts economy and the

welfare of its people.
“July l4ch marks the anniver-
sary of the storminz cf the Bas-

tille in 1789 by the Frenzh p=ople.
This fortress, reputed to bz im-
pregnable, w:s the object of
much hate for all Parisians, al-
though the essential aim of this
priscn (where otiz could be lockad
up on a simple order of the King)
was. to ksep soclety people who
had incurred the royal angar or
earned the il will of the powers
that be. By 1789, the Bastille honsed
behind its walls no more than seven
prisoners and a small garrison of
82 pensioned soldiers and 30 guards,
with a fairly large offica staff.
“Therefore, the real mzaning cf
its storming was the search by
the pzopl: of ‘liberty. equalviy
and f-arernity’ by opposition to
any form of absolutism, This is
where the ideas of both France
and Sri Lanka meet: happiness for
all in independcnce, wihout for-
geiting frendly rel.tions with all
peace-loving nations in the world.
*] do not d-ubt that our two
countries will coniinue working
more and more for the realiza-
tion of these idea's, for the stren-
gthening of our bilateral relaiicns
and for the con:truct'on of .peace
all over the world."”
CLOSELY CONNECTED WITH
ERANCE AND THE USA, Viet-
nam has this year assumed a new
importance after freeing herself
from French Rule and Americzn
Intervention. Both parts of the
country, divided in 1954 under
the Geneva Ag-eement in pur-
suance of USAa cold war
polic’es of Dulles), have now come
together. On June 24, 1976, as a
prelude to the American Bieen-
tennizl and this year's anniversary
of the storming of the Bahtille, the
MNational Assembly of unified Viet-
nam was held in the historic Ba
Dinh Conference Hall in Hanol.

“The 492 elected delegates to
the National Assembly from 38
provinces and cities have gathered
in full crowd to attend the session
After the opening speech by Chair-
man Nguyen Huu Tho, Chairman
Truong Chinh, Chairm:n of the
Naticnal Electicns Commiitee gave
reports cn the results of the Gene-
rar Eleciiens held en April 25,
1976, Mr. Le Duan, First Secre-
tary of the Victnam Workers’
Party, on behalf of the Presidium
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of the session, read an Important
political report. The Nailcpal As-
sembly upcnimously adcpied the
following imporiant  proposals
made by the Presidium of the
session: The Name of the Coun-
try: The Socialist Republic  of

Vicinam; The National Flag: The

red flag with the siar.in ceailre,
{» gold five-pointed symmctrical
star}; The National Emblem:

“Two sheaves of ripe rice .symme-
: P Y

trically disposed n crailer are
with gold ears-of-corn on light
yellow greund: symbol agriculture;
A gold cogwheel at the cressing
of the two sheaves: Symbol of
industry; a vermil on bind b'nd-
ing tog.ther the cogwheel and the
two sheaves znd bearing the words
“THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF
VIETNAM” in gold letters: a
middle part with gold star
on vermillicn ground recalli'ng the
nari-nal flag: The Capital: Henol.
“After the August 1945 Revoli-
tion, Hanoi was made the capical
of the entire Vietnam. Hznol has
gone through 20 years of the soca-
list recon.tructicn, znd become a
pol tical, eccnomic and culiural
cenire of the whele couniry; The
National Anthem: Tien Quezn
Ca (March'ng to the From), com-
posed in the struggle aga'nst Japa-
nese fascists and the French Colo-
nialists was adopted as Naiicnal
Anthem since the founding of the

Finunce

D.R.Y. on 2nd September, 1945;
The Session of the Naztional
Assembly: The commoen sessicn
of the whole countiy is called,
this time the 6th Legislature re-

‘flecting the comrinuance which has

undergone through different reve-
luticnary stages of the: Yiemnamese
peoplz - since " iis. Ist Legislawure

_(Reld ‘" -lenuary 6, 1946).:.

: €ity: The official name of Sajgon
City is Ho Chi Minh City. From
the August Revoluiicn of 1945
1o the viciorous Spring 1975, the
pecple of Saigen merely enjoyed
their  independence ‘and freedem
within cne menth, The Saigonese
pcopie have wholeheartedly looked
forward to the Facherland, un-
ceasingy struggied against foreign
aggressots and their stooges. They
Herofczlly rose up to take part in
the Ho Chi M'nh campaign in the
Spring 1945. For the boundlesss
love toward great President Ho
Chi Minh, the Sa‘gonese pecple;
since. 1946 named Saigen
City in his pame. Through the
two protracted resistonce wars,
the name of the Ho Chi Minh City
has been borne deep in the feel-
ings of the people of Szigen. There-
fore, when Saigon was liberatea,
the Governmen: and people of
Vietnam unanimously named Saigen

City as Ho Chi Mnh City and

President Ho is the great national

hero of the Vieinamese- people

WILDLIFE PROTECTION

The day of the Special Generat Meetng of the Wildlife Protect'on
Soclety came; spent fiself ‘n 2 rather opessided cetaie snd enced, as
T. S. Elict would have ¢, “....... nct with a bang but a whimper.”.
The “few” left the meet'ng with but cpe conviction in thelr minds=—
they had lost the moticy but wenp the day. g
The upraiced hands sign fled pether victer .por defert; instead
they symbol sed a spontanecus surge of triumph felt when the admission
was feebly made, from the thrope, thet the rules of the Sociely were
in dire nged of change. A chajge, which 2t lopg last, would *reflect
and bow its head to the morumentzl changes thet our Nation and the
Society had gone through in the last few decades.

The establishment and the establshment alope, could no lopnger
determine the dest'ny of the Sec ety apd the cause it stood for—
Conservaticn. It was the members—the body sovereign—who would
eventually gnide the Socety to its grestest heights. This point was
made and driven home clean and true. 4

The quorum of twentythree members who called the meeting stood
out as catalysts of a welcome chapge and proved thzt they were not.:
as the Presidept had claimed earler, “A small power-hungry, ill-
motivated clique who want to tzke over what others had buile up”
From this day onwards the Soc'ety's ideals of sipcere, dedicated
conservaton would become 2'real'ty. Memters had 2t long last
asserted themselves: they were Feard: they had won the ‘day. 3

—Tribune Investigater




Vietnam

who has historic signiﬁcance and

- special relations with the entire
people of Vietnam.”
This is from an official
the Vietnam Embassy.
On the eve of the meeting of
Vietnam’s National Assembly, the
Prime Minister of Sri Lanka, Mrs.
Sirimavo Bandaranaike, sent messages
to the President and Prime Minister
of the Socialist Republic of Viet-
nam eXpressng her felicitations on
the unification of Vietnam and
their appointment to their posi-
tions. The messages addressed to
Mr. Ton Duc Thang, President,
and Mr. Pham Van Dong, Prime
Minister stated:
. ‘'The Government and pecple of
Sri” Lanka have stood oalongside the
people ‘of Vietnam in their historical
national struggle and the establish-
ment of the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam is an event of great grati-
fication to us.

“In welcoming the birth of the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam, the
‘Government of Sri Lanka is very
confident that it will be a great
source of strength to the non-aligned
movement and the struggle of a
better world order.

“The advent of the new Stats
is the culmination of the dauntless
and tenacious struggle of a brave
people whose capacity for sacrifice
has become a legend in cur time.

*“The Government and people of
Sri Lanka hdve always zupporied
unhesitatingly the epic struggle of
the people of Vietnam for indepen-
dence and unity and we share the
sense of joy and achievement which
the Government and pecple of Viet-
nam “must feel- on this momentous
occasion."

The full reports of the reports
and debate of the National As-
sembly in regard to policics have
not yet become available. A brief
AFP  despatch from Hanoi gives
an indication of the trends in the
policies outlined in the MNational
Assembly.

“Mr. Le Duan, First Secretary
of the Vietnamese Workers' Party,
declared here on Friday that a
major goal of Vietnamese foreign
policy was to promote naticnal
independence while leading the
country to the ‘goal of the social
path.” Addressing the first sessicn
of the reunified Natiopal Assembly
Mr. Duan said Vietnam had three
other foreign policy objectives;
practice patriotism and a spirit

release of

; :

of proletarin Internationalism;
to meet international obligations
towards other peoples while fulfili-
ing obligations to the nation: and
to continue to oppose all forms
of imperial’'sm starting with Ameri-
can imperizlism. Wich those prin-
ciples as its basis, he said, the dip-
lomatic action of the new Socialist
Republic of Vietnam would deal
first of all with the strengthen-
ing of militant solidarity and co-
operation between Vietnam and
all socialist narions.

Nexr he said, there would be a
strengthening of trust and aid in
all fieds between Vietmam, Laos
and Cambedia. He also declared
that Vietnam would support the
just strugsle cf the peoples of South
East Asia so that they could be-
come truly independent nations
without imperialist military bases
on their territory. Mr. Duan said
Vietnam advocated peaceful co-
existente in the region. The First
Secretary  reaffirmed  Vietnam's
support for peoples of Asia, Africa
and Latin America fighting against
imperial’'sm, colonialism and racial
segregation. He added that his
coun'ry weuld contriblute actively
to efforts by the movement of non-
aligned nations to establish a new
world economic order.

‘Vietnam would strongly sup-
port the struggle of the working
class in capitalist countries to form
a broad, unified front and to oppose
mencpolies, he said.

Mr. Duan declared that Viet-
nam planned to establish and bro-
aden normal relations with all
countries.”

There is no doubt that Vietnam
will play a very important role,
not only in East and Southeast

Asia but alse in the whole
of Asia itself. It was the
victim of conguest and war

perpetrated by two countries which
had won their “‘freedem’” in 1776
and 1789, Vietmam is a symbocl
of the fight for human freedem in
the third quarter of the twen-
tieth century.

=S~

FOR THE RECORD

Worst Drought in 250
Years in W. Europe

Bruszels, June 27,

It may be fun for sun-worshippers,
but farmers in Western Europe are
struggling through the worst dro-
ught in 250 years, with no let-up in
sight. Women wander around in .
bikinis in Bonn, miles from the
sea, and office workers made zn
abortive bid for time off, saying
that in 32 degree Centigrade it
was too hot to work. A rainwear
factory in Scotland gave up and
closed, and a new fainting record '
was set during the Wimbledon
tennis championships with more
than 500 persons passing out in a
day under cloudless skies.

But the worst hit cf all are the
agriculture and livestock regicns
of Britain and northwestein
France, where parched landscapes
have taken on a yellow, dusty
colouring in the practically rain-
less past weeks. Siatistics show
Britain has just gone through its
driest 12 months since 1727 and
the drought in France is described
as the worst since 1725 with only
a third of the normal rzinfall.

“Even if .the rain comes now' .
a French meteorclogist said, “it -
would be too late to save spring
corn and cereal crops.”

land, Luxemburg and usually wet
Belgium aiso- are facihg drought -
conditions. g i3
The European part of the So-
vite Union, however, has just had

“its rainiest spring in 2 century.

alchough  paradoxically ' Siberia,
and the Soviet east—where wheat
is predominant—is  suffering an
early dry spell. Other Eurcpean
countries report normal weather
conditions. ;
Authorities in stricken z2reas have
put out the usual warning to save
water by not washing cars, water-
ing private lawns and encouragng
people to take showers rather
than baths. But water is already
being rationed in parts of Frapce
tc try to save the farming and,
grazing lands in the Leire valley
Brittany and MNermandy. In Eng-
land, the Thames Conservancy
Roard cut by half the flow of the
Thames from a normal minimum
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Parts. of
. Holland, Woest Germany, Switzer-



of 100 milion gallons a day to 50
million. In places, the river is a
mere trickle, making it imprac-
ticable to navigate pleasure boats.

Beefcattle in many countries al-
ready are being fed next winter’s
feed. More will have to be impor-
ted from outside Europe later,
which will send import food bills
cky-rocketing especially for France,
Switzerland and Britain. Scme far-
mers in Southern England are
hauling their cattie 640 km. north
to greener pastures in Scotland.
But others elsewhere are taking
them prematurely to the slaugh-
terhouse, adding to the existing
beef surplus in Europe.

The drought has become a poli-
tical issue in France and Prime
Minister Jacques Chirac has said
it wll have ‘“dramatic consequen-
ces’', for his country. He declared
fighting the drought ‘the num-
ber one national priority’”, and
his Cabinet has earmarked § 222

millions as initial emergency aid
for hard-hit farmers. The French
Socialst - Communist Opposition

says the Chirac administration lac-
ked foresight in not making pre-

vision to relieve the farmers’
plight.
Various nature protection

groups blame the drought on
a governmental drive over re-
cent decades to deforest vast

a high pressure wedge over Eu-
rope which is diverting the usual
wet currents to the Balkans and
the Soviet Union. Why the wedge
stays there nobody can scienti-
fically say”, he said. “lt may have
something to do with solar activity”

— UPL.

The Madras Hindu in an editorial
on June 29, commenting on
EUROPE's DRY SPELL had stated:
“EUROPE IS IN the throes of an
unprecedented drought. The per-
sistence of a high pressure wedge
over Europe has diverted wet
currents to the Balkans and the
Soviet Union, resulting in the
rainiest spring in those areas.
Brician, the MNetherlands, France
West: Germany and Switzerland
are the worst hit by the current
dry spell. Farmers in France are
feeding cattle with feed reserved
for next winter. Which means
that when the fodder supply rea-
ches @ precarious low, an incon-
venient beef surplus will emerge
through slaughter of livestock that
cannot be maintained. All these
portend a difficult farm situetion.
Shades of the difficulty are already
reflected n the firming wup of
wheat prices in the West's commo-
dity exchanges. It is not that the
European countries affected by the
drought will go hungry. They
have encugh food to live on as

Drought in-Eurepe

cereals will be reduced considera-
bly. The same point would apply
to sugar beat.

“Even if it be that Europe will
get over the drought soom, the
lessons, it offers to that continent
and to the world in general cannot
afford to be overlocked. There is
some substance in the cricicism
that the present European drought
is man-made. Excessive defores-
ration, drying up of marshes and
the alteration of river courses
—all of which were intended to
provide more acreage fo cereals—
have upset the water and foliage
balance. How much of this is rever-
sible is what the countries con-
cerned should determine and acr
upen quickly. A global drought
watch system should also be set
up. Austrzlia has its own drought
alerting service for moving cattle
out of arought affected areas os
for transporting fodder to those
areas. Further, Australia uses its
marginal arable land only in good
years and this arid style farming
which  governments in various
countries have tried off and on
can be systematised. Meteorclogists
for their part can help spot pros-
pective rainfall deficiency and help
the governments concerned in
coping with shortages in output,
through an advance acticn prog-
ramme fo canalise supplies from
other areas at home and abroad.

stretches of the country, dry
up marshes and regulate water
courses in a bid to expand,
land for cereal production.
But a Belgian weather com-
mentator said the dry spell has
been caused by a stabilisation of

surpluses

with

Europe’s

derived from the European grain
over the years.
st.ould cause anxiety is that, couplea
the drought in the wheat
growing tracts of Siberia and the
eastern region of the Soviet Union,
exportable

So far as cereal importing coun-
tries like India are concerned,
the European drought is a pointer
to the 'need for reducing their
dependence on imports to the
absolute minimum by increasing
their own production.”

What

surpluses in

SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

June 26 — July 1

A DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA AND THE WORLD
COMPILED FROM DAILY NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISHED IN COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—Ceylon Daily
Mirrcr; C€O—Ceylon Observer; TOCS/—Times of
Ceylon Sunday llustrated; DM—Dipamina; LD—Lankadipa:

JD—lapadina; VK—Virakesari; ATH—Aththa; SM—Silu-
mina;: SLD—Sri Lapkadipa; JS—lanasathiya.
SATURDAY, JUNE 26: Sri Lanka has made

arrangements with shippers and brokers in Londcn
to ship teas in polythene bags in view of the shortage
of tea chests: meanwhile quality teas will be shipped
in tea chests: arrangements are being made to ship
urgent components and metal fittings for tea chests

from Singapore—CDN. The Inspector General of Police,
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Mr. S_tanley Senanayake, in a directive to all Police
fuparlnterldents said that they will be held answerable
for comglaints against Police officers: his directive
Which refers particularly to Police assaults says that
it is the duty of all Police Superintendents to hold
instruction classes to advise and warn their sub-ordi-
nates that any indiscipline in the service will not be
tolerated—CDN. Mr. C. Kumarasuriar, Minister of
Posts and Telecommunications, yesterday inatigurated
the Indo-5ri Lanka tele-1'nk via satellite: this will enable
subscribers to get a telephone cali through to India
in less than 15 minutes time—CDN. Colombo, Galle,
Kandy, Kurunegala and  Nuwara-Eliya .yesterday
recorded a little rain but the Colombo Observatory
did not want to commit itself when asked by the Daily
News whether this showed the beginning of the South
Woest monsoon—CDN. In talles held beiween the visit-
ing Maldivian Vice President Amir Abdul Sattar and a
number of Sri Lanka Ministers, Sri Lanka expressed
desire to buy fresh fish from Maldives and to examine
the possibility of establishing a joint venture in the
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Maldives to produce dried fish to caster to the country's
: market: in tne tzlks held Sri Lanka agreed to provide
technical expertise to assist Maldives in the develop-
ment of her coconut plantations—CDN. According to
the Daily Mirror Prime Minister, Mrs. Sirima Bandara-
naike, has reminded the leader of the Opposition, Mr.
J. R. layewardene that “according to the prevailing
laws of the country elections are to be held in 1977"":
This is contained in her reply to the letter sent by MPs
of the Oppositicn urging her to give a categorical
assurance in the NSA that the general elections would
be held in 1977. All five campuses of the University
will be closed during the Non-aligned summit con-
ference according to instructions given to the Vice
Chancellor by the Government—CDM. A large part
of the jewellery stolen from the Puloly Rural Bank
recently was recovered from the two jewellery shops
in Colombo by the Police: when Police recovered the
gold jewellery they had been already melted: six of
tie fifteen suspects arrested have been released—VK.
Four members of the crew of a Air Ceylon aireraft
including an air hostess had been caught by the Customs
. the Karachi air pert and the goods believed to have
been smuggled confiscated: the Customsalso imposed
a fine of Rs. 14,000 on the crew; the Air Ceylon flight
was subject to Customs checking when it came from
London and landed in Karachi enroute to Colombo—/D.
The issue between the Postal and Railway departments
over arrears to payments by the former to the latter
has been referred to the Treasury: the Railway Depart-
ment refused to carry postal articles by train from July I,
if arrears of Rs. 1.2 million is not been settled by the
Postal Department—ATH. Mr. K. B. Ratnayake, Minister
of Transport, decided to suspend issue of tickets on
government servant’s warrants to employees in 17
departments and several local bodies for non-payment
by these departments to the Railway—LD. Mr. Adbul
Hakeem, Ambassador for Bangladesh in Sri  Lanka,
arrived in theisland yesterday—DM. Several countries
have placed orders with Sri Lanka for large quantities
of fruits like mangoes, pineapple, plantaips etc: mean-
while Prime Minister, Mrs. Sirima Bandarapaike, will
declare open a fruit canning factory at Attanagalia
today: this factory has been built with Yugosiavian
aid—DM & CDN.

SUNDAY, JUNE 27: According to the Police part
of the loot robbed from banks in the Northern
Province and other placesin the island has been used as
expenditure for printing of subversive literature and
this printing has been dene in South India: the rest
of the loot was used for various other activities of anti-
government organisations in the island: Police also
believe that some of the big-time smugglers in the
North are actively conniving with these political
groups—CO. According to the Colombo Observatory
the South West monsoon has set in: Colombo and
other suburbs experienced heavy vrains yesterday:
Colembo recorded 1.5 inches of rain: but the water-
cut of 20 hours in Colombo is still in force—CO. At
the World Employment Conference held in Geneva
this month Sri-Lanka Prime Minister’s proposal to set
up a skilled manpower pool to provide periodic ex-
change of information on the supply and demand for
skilled professional and technical men has been un-
animously accepted—CO* Telecommunication employees
of the rank of Engineers, District Inspectors
and Inspectors suspended their work-te-rule campaign
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accerding to an announcement by their Union—CO.
According to the Times of Ceylon Sunday illustrated a
Cabipet reshuffle will take place soon after the Non-
aligned conference: this will be done with the hope
of infusing new blood to carry out the program of the
government efficiently during the last lap of the Gov-
ernment: Mr. Lakshman layakody, Deputy Minister of
Defence and Foreign Affairs, is tigped to be a Cabinet
Minister—TOCSI. The Air Ceylon which will be 29
years o'd this year will introduce a Boeing 747 jumbe
jet aircraft from November this year: this aircraft will
be subleased from an” international airl'ne—T0CS].
Organisers of thie SLFP in the Northern province will
submit a memorandum to the Prime Minister threugh
Mr. C. Kumarasuriar, Minister of Posts and Telecom-
munications, urging the Premier to find a solution to
the language problem and improve the economy of
the province: 2 decision to this effect was taken at a
meeting of the party organisers held in Jaffna recently—
VK. CTB decided to increase its bus fares in the Colembo
area in August this year, the month of the Non-
aligned conference: this decision has been taken in
view of the longer routes the buses in Colombo will
have to take following the closure of several important
routes: the CTB has pointed out this will cost large
sums of money to the Board as operational costs: the
Board also decided not to issue season tickets during
the month of August—SLD. For the first time in the
current period, a Sinhala musical show will be held at
the Veerasingham Hall Jaffna on July 3: this show is
being organised by the Sinhala section of the Univer-
sity's Jaffna Campus—DM. Several top bureaucrsts in
State Corporaticn and Government Service will
contest the next genera! elections opposing the
government: according to the Aththa this action of
these officials will be same as that of late Mr. C. P. de
Slva’s in 1964 when he along with some others voted
against the government in the Parl'ament which
resulted in the government’s defeat—ATH.

MONDAY, JUNE 28: Mr. 5. K' K. Suriarachchi,
Minister of Co-operatives and Small Industries, in a
directive addressed to the Commissioner of Co-
operative Development, Managers of MPCS'S said
that it would be preferable to assure membership
to the housewife of each family: Minister's directive
was a follow-up of efforts by the Government to
transform the co-operative sector into a real people's
movement: the Mipister in his direciive further said
all members should share the profits of the co-opera-
tives and the first profit sharing should be in respect
of the period July | to September 31 this year—CDN.
Mr. R. S. Perera, Minister of Informaticn and Bread-
casting, will head the Sri Lanka delegation to the Non
aligned News Pool talks to be held in New Delhi from
July 8 to 12—CDN. A large number of local industrialists
complained te Mr. Felix Dias Bandaranaike. Minister
of Finance and Justice, that the current level of
Business Turnover Tax imposed on several copsumer
articles was too high and this is one of the reasens for
the current high cost of living—CDM. Acccrding to
the Daily Mirror Customs intelligence report indicate
that several smugglers are now engaging unemployed
youth and school boys and girlsto carry their contraband
from one place to another in the island. The LSSP is
making arrangements to put forward My. Lakshman
Rajapakse, brother of late Mr. George Rajapkase. as
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their candidate at the Mulkirigala by-election: it is
understood Mr. Lakshman Rajapakse will contest on
the Mahajana Eksath Peramuna ticket with the suppore
of the Socialist United Front whichwill include the LSSP
—VK. Mr. Gopalapillai Mahadeva, who was a signatory tc
the 20-point program submitted by prominent Tamil
citizens to the Prime Minister on the problems of the
Tamil-speaking people, told the Virakesari that the
Government was carefully examining the proposals
and it is believed that certain changes in the Consti-
tution will be made to solve some of the problems.
Mr. ). R. Jayewardene, leader of the Opposition,
speaking at a meeting at Eppawala in Anuradhzpura said
that the UNP weculd not allow the present Govern-
ment to postpone  zeneral elections after 1977—VK.
The Ministry of Planning and Employment has been
provided with Re. 150 millicn by the Goverpment to
make jobs available for 100,000 persons within the
next one year—ATH. Employees of the National Milk
Board will launch a one-day token strike en Juns 30th
in support of their demands submitted to the Board:
the employees unions said that no action has been
taken during the last five years to solve their problems
—JD. Prime Minister, Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike, who
declared open a Fruit Canning Factory at Attanagalla
on Saturday urged the farmers of the area to take to
fruit cultivation as now they can depend on the factory
to purchase their products which will not go waste:
the Factory built with Yugoslavian aid ccst Rs. 12
million—DM.

TUESDAY, JUNE 29: Mr. P. B. G. Kalugalle, Acting
Minister of Local Government, has stated that from
next week residents of Colombo will be supplied with
water for eight hours each day and this had become
possible owing to installation of water pumps belong-
ing to the Colombo Port to augment the supply from
Kelani River: the Minister also said that this has
become possible owing to the personal initiative taken
by the Prime Minister and whether there was vain or
no rain residents of Colombo will besupplied with
this water—CDN. In 2 new move to expedite repatria-
tion under the Sirima-Shastri Pact government officials
will visit estates to make on-the-spot payments of all
money due to Indian passport holders who are
oversiaying—CDN. The  Nop-aligned Co-ordinating
Bureau has confirmeo dates of the Cclombo Con-
ference from 16 to 19th of August: the Ambassadorial
level Prepatory Committee meeting will be held from
August 9 to |1 and the Ministerial Conference will be
held frem 11 to 14—CDN. According to the Daily Mirror
the Opposition in the NSA is perturbed over the
reply by the Prime Minister regarding the holding cf
clections in 1977: the Daily Mirror said the reason for
this is because the Premier did not categorically
indicate whether she proposed to give such an assurance
on the floor of the NSA: Mr. J. R. Jayewardene, leader
of the Opposition, 'hasalready told the Opposition
MPs that the letter sent by Mrs. Bandaranaike would
be tabled for discussion when the LSSP leader, Dr. N.M.
Perera, returns to the island. Sixteen young women
between the ages of 20 to 25 who were on their way
to the Katunayake International Airport last night
to take a plane to Greece were nabbed by the Police
along with 2 Greek national and three local men:
according to the Police they received information that
these girls were “'hired” by this Greek national to be

employed as call girls in Greece: the parents of the:
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girls when questioned said they were made to under-
stand that' their daughters were to get employment
abroad—CDM. The Government is engaged in drawing up
a scheme to urge educated youth to take up jobs in
the preductive sector insiead of seeking white-collar
jobs: Government has also decided that arrangements
should be made to allow yeuths employed in the
productive sector to earn not less than Rs. 600 a month—
VK. Government anncunced yesterday that no action
has been taken to increase bus fares during August:
the announcement desnied the news item in the Sri
Lankedipa on lune 27—LD. According to the Aththe
the Commissioner of Labour who inquired into the
interdiction of Mr. Lal Perera, an employeee of the
Government Press on whose behalf the entire workiug
sector in the country staged a one-day token strike,
has handed over his report to the Prime Minister and
it is understood that the report recommended re-
instatement of the employee cencerned.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 30: Mrs. Siva Obeysekera,
MP for Mirigama and Mr. S. D. R. layaratne, MP for
Chilaw, were sworn in as Minister of Health and
Minister of Fisheries respectively at the president’s
House at Kandy yesterday: these two MPs were Deputy
Ministers in the respective Ministries before the death of
Mr. George Rajapakse who was holding both portfolios—
CDN & CDM. According to the Daily Mirror, invitation
by LSSP-controlled Ceylon Federation of Labour to
SLFP and CP controlled trade uniens in the JCTUO to
participate in a mass rally to be held at cthe Hyde Park
tomorrow has not met with good response: the paper
said the main cause for this was the attitude of the
LSSP’s Sinhala daily, fanedina, towards the SLFP and
the Communist Party: Daily Mirror further said this
made the JCTUQ's future vulnerable. According to
the Janadina the report by the Commiltee appointed
by Dr. Badiuddin Mahmud, Minister of Education, on
the delay of printing school texts following an earlier
speech by Mr.R.S. Perera, Minister of Information and
Broadcasting, who blamed the Educational Publications
Board for the delay, has aroused suspicion whether the
statement by Mr. Persra was correct. According to
the Daily News there will be a larger intake of women
to the public service this year: earlier only 10 percent
of the total recruits were women con the results of a
process by the computer but this year this will be
increased from 15 to 25 percent. Minister of Education
will soon submit a proposzl to the Cabinst to assure
employment to all undergraduates following job-
oriented courses in the various campuses of the Uni-
versity—LD. The Government of India will soon airlift
two water pumps to Sri Lanka to help ease the water
roblem in the city of Colombo—VK. The Tamil United
Eiberation Front will anncunce its next move at the
Front’s convention in Trincomalee on July 9 and 10—
VK. The Ceylon Transport Board is in dire financial
straits and it owes nesrly Rs. 100 million to the
Employees Provident Fund—ATH. Of a total of 7,149
buses in the CTB only 4,792 are in working order and
the balance buses are garaged owing to lack of spare
parts—CDM. Police and Emigration authorities yester-
day commenced inquiries to find out whether Sri Lanka
has bacome a new base for international vice rings
following the arrest of a Greek national and three Sri
Lankians who were transporting 16 young women to
the airport to be sent to Greece: Police asked the
Tqternational Police for details on the Greek National-
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the girls were said to"be proceeding to the airport
with passports which® carried false names: the girls
were handed over to their parents—CDM.

THURSDAY, JULY 1I: The National Pricing
Commission advised thé Parliamentary Committee
appointed by the Government Parliamentary Group
that price control of essential commodities would not
ensure 2 reduction of prices: the NPC further said that
the need was for more production and if 2 rigid price
control was clamped down it would act as 2 disincentive
to production—CDN. According to an agreement
signed at the Ministry of Planning and Economic Affairs
yesterday, Sweden will make available to Sri Lanka
an outright grant of Rs. 94.5 million from the year
beginning today: this was an increase of 15 million
Swedish Kroner over the assistance given in 1975-76—
CDN. Mr. J. R. layewardene told a UNP propaganda
rally held in Minneriya that the Opposition will ensure
asneral election in the year 1977: this was revealed in
a news item published in the UNP Sinhala daily
Dinapatha—CDM. The Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corpora-
tion went off the air yesterday till 10.13 am and SLBC
sources said this was due to a fault in the main cable—
CDN & CDM. Government is ccnsidering the closure
of all liquor bars and taverns from August 16 tc 19
during the Non-aligned summit conference—VK.
MNational Lotteries Board’s sweep tickets sellers have
informed the Board that they would boycott the selling
of the 573rd sweep owing to the reduction of ccm-
mission given to them recently—VK. Employees of the
National Milk Board will.launch a one-day tokenstrike
today protesting against the delay in considerng their
demands—CDM. The Aththa in an editorial requested
the government to bring down the cost of living: the
paper said the present cost of living had become un-
bearable and even if the government was not worried
about the suffering of the masses it had to do some-
thing inits own interest as there was only less than |1
months left for the term of the government to expire.
Seven cars and two motorcylces with a posse of secu-
rity men will provided for each head of state visiting
the country for the Non-aligned conference in August—
LD. A mass rally of workers to press home the 28 demands
and to protest against Police assault and att-
empts to break the unity of the working class will
be held this evening at the Hyde Park Corner: several
trade unions have agreed to support this rally
organised by trade unions affiliated to the LSSP—/D.

* # # #*
INTERNATIONAL DIARY

June 25 — June 26

FRIDAY JUNE 25: in a Government of India press
release it was said since Mr. Karunanidhi became Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu Government iarge investments
have beeen made .in the acquisition and remodelling
of immovable properties in his own name as well as
in the names of his poor relatives: records in a Madras
bank showed that Mr. Karupanidhi through his secre-
tary has exchanged currency notes of Rs. 100 deno-
minations aggregating to a total of Rs. 39.2 lakhs into
notes of smaller denominations: these facts were re-
vealed, according t¢ the Government 2nnouncement
when the Income Tax Department probed allegations
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of widespread tax evasion and accumulation of un-
accounted wealth on 2 large scale by several promi-
nent members of the DMK and their relations and
close associates. An internal disputes prevented the
Common Market commission attending President
Ford’s eccnomic summit at Puerto Rica, according
to an announcement from Brussels. In the United
Nations America used its veto power for the fifteenth
time yesterday to prevent Angola’s admissicrn to the
'UN: thirteen members including France, Britain, ltaly
and lapan supported the resolution. 28 European
Communist parties will held a two-day summit meeting
in East Berlin beginning on lune 28. India and Pakistan
yesterday anpnounced their decision to open private
trading between the two countries in an effort to
expedite the rpormalisation of relations. Signor
Flaminio Piccoli, Chairmap ef the Christian Democratic
group in the ltalian Chamber of Deputies, comment-
ing on the claim by the Communist Party that they
be admitted to play 2 role in the government said “by
nc stretch of the imagination' would his party accept
communist in the government: Communist Party
chief, Enrico Berlinguer, declared that the electiog
results “‘copfirmed our” copvicticn that there isne
way out of the crisis without the strength of the
communists. In Lebanen, Beirut airport was re-opened
yesterday after two weeks but the fighting in christian
suburbs still continued.

SATURDAY, JUNE 26: The London based amnesty
international has stated that at least 40,000 prisoners
were held in India without trial and appealed to Prime
Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, to grant a general
amnesty to all prisoners held without trial to mark
the first anniversary of the declaration of a State of
Emergency on June 26 last year. Nearly half 2 million
people were present in Peking to welcome visiting
Australian Premier, Malcom Fraser, and observers said
this was one of the biggest gathering for a visiting head
of state. According to Uganda Radio the military
leaders of the country have decided that President
Idi Amin should be immediately appointed President
for life: the Radio further said that this decision was
taken by the Defence Council of the country which
was ruling since 1971. NATO agreed to reduce troops
in Central Europe if the USSR agreed with the US in
making the first pacesetting reductions. Egypt and
Syria restored their diplomatic ties. Canada refused
permission for Israeli security men to carry weapons
at the Olympic games in Montrez!: the requests had
been made after Major Genera! Rehavam Zeeyvi,
security adviser to the Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin,
made a visit to the Olympic Village. US Secretary of
State, Dr. Henry Kissinger, ended talks with South
African Prime Minister, John Vorster, and said they
had been aimed atavoiding “a threatening conflict”
in Southern Africz: the meeting was held in Southern
West Germany and Dr. Henry Kissinger further said
he intended to follow up and stay in close’touch with
the South African Government.

s
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COLOMBO SUMMIT

Lima Declaration

— ectonomic strategy —

This is the fourth instalment
of the Declaration adepted at
the Foreign Ministers Confer-
ence of Nonaligned Countries
at Lima, in Peru, between
August 25-30. 1975.
. PLAN OF
STRENGTHENING  CO-OPERATION,
SOLIDARITY AND  THE ACTION
CAPACITY OF NON-ALIGMED AND
OTHER DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
AND FOR ACHIEVING THE ESTA-
BLISHMENT OF THE" NEW INTER-
WATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER.

I51. The Ministers for Foreign

ACTION  FOR

Affairs, in accordance with the
joint strategy set forth in the
Economic Section of the Lima

Programme deem it important to
carry out the actions contained
in the Plan of Action, which weould
promote the interests of all deve-
loping countries without excep-
tion in order to strepgthen the
co-operation, selidarity and action
capacity of the Non-Aligned and
other developing countries 2nd to
achieve the establishment of the
New International Sconomic Order.
A. Co-operation Among Developing
Countrie:

152. The Ministers of Foreign
Affairs recognise that closer econo-
mic co-operation among develop-
ing countries, collectively and
among regional and sub-regional
groupings, ©an go 2 long way to

remove constraints imposed by
limited skills, techpology, invest-
ment fupnds and small domestic

markets and inadequacy of trans-
port, commercial and financial lipks.
New links must therefore be for-
ged as regards trade, transporf,
money and finance, agricultural,
technical and scientific co-operation,
together with 2 greater degree
of harmonisation of ipdustrialisa-
tion programmes, of horizontal
and vertical commodity diversi-
fication programmes and economic
development  policies  geperally.
The Ministers for Foreign Affairs,
therefore, call for pricrity action
in the following areas.
a} Raw Materials

153, The Ministers for Foreign
Affairs of the Nonp-Aligned Coun-
tries took note of the report cf
the Intergoverpmenta! Group on
Raw Materials of the Non-Aligned
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Countries and that of the Speical
Intergovernmental Group entrus-
ted with the elaboration of a draft
st>tute for a Fund for Fipapcing
Buffer Siocks of Raw Materizls
and Primery Products exported
by developing countries.

154. In this respect, the Con-
ference approved a resolution es-
tablishing the Fund and requested
the Intergovernmeptal Groupto
copstitute itself as a  Preparatory
Committee to draw up the final
text of the Agreement creating
the Furd and further invited all
developing countries to a Pleni-

potentiary Conference to take
place in Geneva pot later thap
30 lJune 1976 to negotiate and

conclude the Agreement for the
constitution of the Fund.

155. In the same line of action
ard conscious of the need to assist
the action of existing Associalions
of Develeping Countries Produ-
cers-Exporters of Raw Materials
and to establish a mechanism for
co-operation which would rein-
force such assistance permanently,
the Ministers for Foreign Affairs
of the Non-Aligned Countries, or
the basis of the consultations carr-
ied out at experts' level and in
conformity with Resolution No.
6 of the Daker Conference, ap-
proved a resolution establshing
the Council of Associations of Deve-
loping Countries Producers-Expor-
ters of Raw Materials and inviting
the Group of Experts to meet in
Ge reva before November 30, 1975
for the purpose of preparing the
final draft statutes for the ests-
blishment of the Council.

156. At the same time, the Minis-
ters for Foreign Affairs call op
the developing countries to par-
ticularly copsider the possibility of
joining the existing ' producer asso-
ciations or establishing new opes
as a means of incressing their in-
fluence and strepgthening the eff-
ectiveness of their joint action
in interpation2l markets.

I157. The Mipisters of Foreign
Affairs support an integrated ap-
proach to the finding of solutions
to the problems of commeodities

" whch should include, in addition

to buffer stocking and market
intervention through a common
fund, mechapisms for compensatory
finance, long term multilateral
commitments, and promotion of
processing of raw materials in
the developing countries, supple-
mented as necessary by appropriate
commodity arrangements.

158. The Mipisters reiterate the
recommendaticn of the Dakar
Conference on raw materials for
early elaboration and implemen-
tation of varicus elemepts of
the programmes, so that solutions
may be found to a wide rapnge of
commodities of interest to the
deve'oping countries.

159. The Ministers for Foreign
Affairs agree that such actions
designed to improve the prices
for raw materials exported by
developing countries should be
accompznied by appropriate mea-
sires to safeguard the interests
of the least-developed among the
develeping countries and, in con-
formity with the objective of the
Special Programme (Section X of
General Assembly resolution 3202
(5-¥1), those of other most seriously
affected countries.

160. The Intergoverpmental
Group on Raw Materials of the
Non-Aligned Countries will co-
operate in preparing the guide-
lines for a strategic position te
be adepted in the field of raw
materials taking into account the
decisions adopted at the forth-
coming meetings of the Group of
77 and of UNCTAD IV.

161. The Non-Alighed Countries
are convi:ced of the urgent need
to base the development of the
developing countries on greater
2utocnomy. This evolution is poli-
tically desirable and economically
feasible. Equally, they express their
profound belief in the need to
stren gthen their unity and capacity
for' collective action with a view
to ensuring their complete sove-
reignty.

162. To this end, they express
their belief that they should con-
solidate their unity in particular
in the follewing three maip figlds:
the strengthenisg of the ascocia-
tions of developing countries pre-
ducers of raw materials, the esta-
blishment of better systems of
information on markets and com-
modizies for the developing cous-
tries, and the setting up of the
Fund for the Financing of Buffer
Stocks of RawwsMatzrials and Pri-
mary Products exported by deve-
loping countries. These three mecha-
nisms  in addition to others
would comprise a System for the
Economic Development of Deve-
loping Countries which would
promote their greater unity and
capacity for action. The MNop-
Aligned Countries express the ur-
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gent peed to enforce this eptire

_ System as soon as possibles

(b) Seolidarity Fund for Economic
and Social Development of the
Non-Aligned Countries *

163. The Ministers for Foreign
Affairs took note with catisfaction
of the work done by the Committee
of Economic Experts and the Com-
mittee of Legal Experts which
prepared the draft Convention on
the establishment of the Fund.
The Conference adopted a resolu-
tion approving the text of the
Cenvention, fixing the equal subs-
cription of members to the initial
capital of the Fupd and opening
the Convention for signature by
_ she Non-Aligned Countries at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Kuwait until December 31, 1975,
The Ministers urged member states
".to accede to the Convention as
spop as possible so that the Fund
could begin its operation before
the Summit Meetipng in Sri Lapka.

{(c) Treatment of Foreign Private
Investment, Transnational Cor-
porations and the Transfer of

Technology "

164. Upon studying the Report,
prepared by the Committee of
Experts for the treatment of fore-
ign ‘investment, transnatiopal cor-
porations and the transfer of tech-
nology, the Ministers for Foreign
Affairs of Nop-Aligned Countries
have decided to submit it to the
consideration of their Govern-
ments so that they may possibiy
be ipspired by it in the framework
of their npatiopnal policies in this
field.

(d) Information Center of the Non-
Aligned Countries on  Trans-
nationa! Corporations

165. The Conference took that

a report and a draft statute of
the Information Center of the
Non-Aligned Countries on Traps-
national Corporations had been
prepared by Cuba and decided
that a group of experts in this
field should meet as soon as posible
in order to revise in detail said
draft statute, taking into account
the views of all member coun-
tries on the matter. The Con-
ference decided likewise to accept
the generous offer of the Revolu-
tionary Government of Cuba to
host the Centre.

{e} Scientific and Technolegical
Research and Development

166. A Committee of Experts,
consisting in principle of the coun-

tries which are members of the
Bureau, but open to all interested
member States and other deve-
loping countries shall meet by
March 1977 in Lima, Peru, to study
and recommend a programme of
co-operation among Non-Aligned
Countries, in the scientific and
techpological fields. This Commit-
tee shall undertake the afore-said
duties taking into account the
need: to establish a Centre to pro-
mote this co-operation as well
as a common strategy of develop-
ing countries in the field of science
and tachpology.

167. This Centre may identify
specific projects for scientific apd
technological research 2and deve-
lopment among the interested
member countries: these projects
would be conceived, and program-
med and when ready for implemen-
tation entrusted to Ad-hoc Com-
mittees composed of represen-
tatives of participating member
countries for their administration.
Thus, the Centre would be a flexi-
ble non-bureaucratic mechanism,
and for this reason, its budgetary
resources and its persopnel would
be limited to the essential mini-
mum.

168. Likewise, the Commitiee
of Experts shall recommend the
basis for a common scientific and
technological strategy of the Non-
Aligned Countries and serve as 2

forum for coordination among
member countries vis-a-vis the
UNCTAD Committee on the

Transfer of Technology and other
internatiopal activities related to
this question.

169. The preliminary work of
the Committee shall be submitted
to the Cooraipation Bureau and
to the Summit Conference of Sri
Lanka.

(f) Research and Informaticn System

170. The Conference authorizes
the Coordination Burean to exa-
mine the feasibility of establishing
a Research and Information System
of the MNon-Aligned and octher
developing countries. Siich a sys-
tem would analyze the situatiop
and trends in the world economy,
international economic relations,
problems relating to industry and-
trade, agriculture, and food, mope-
tary and financial co-operation, as
well as other problems of interest
to developing countries. The sys-
tem should pay special attention
to the study of problems of mutuyal

co-operation among Non-Aligned
and other developing cotntries. To
this end, the Coordination Bureau
should submit a proposal to all
Non-Aligned Countries two
months before the Fifth Confer-
ence of the Heads of State or Goy-
ernment of Non-Aligned Coun-
tries for its copsideration.

(g) Co-operction
Banks

171. Ip accordance with the
provisions of the Georgetown
Programme of Action for Econo-
mic Co-operation and the report
of the Coordinating Countries, it
is important that, during the First
Meeting of the Bureau of Coordi-
nation in 1976, an Inter-Govern-
mental Group consisting of re-
presentatives of Central Bapks of
the MNon-Aligned Countries be
established in order to study the
ways in which these Banks shall
co-operate. During this meeting
cf the Bureau of Coordination,
the venue and date of the meeting
of the Inter-Governmental Group
shall be decided upon. In all events,
the meeting of this Group shall

among  Central

‘take place sufficiently in advance

so as to be able to submit a report
to the Summit Conference of Sri
Lanka.

(h) Monetary Reform

172, The Ministers for Foreign
AFairs recommend that the Inter-
Governmental Group of 24 meet
in order to assess the progress
of the international monetary re-
form and the situation in inter-
nationa! financing for development,
in the context of the New Inter-
national Economic Order; the
Group is invited to prepare 2 re-
port to be submitted to the Sum-
mit Conference of Sri Lapka with,
recommendations for a strategy and
common action by developing
countries in these fields.
(i) Internaticnal Centre for Public

Enterprises

173. The Conference took note
of the information on the esta-
blishment and activities of the
Interpational Centre for Public En-
terprises in Ljubijana (Yugoslavia)
and, acting upon the racommepda-
tion of the Coordinating Bureau,
invited the Non-Aligned and other
developing countries to join the
Centre. The Conpference welcomes
the decision to convene the meeting
of developing countries which is
expected to adopt the statutes
of the Centre.
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(i) Trade Among De :loping
Countries

174. The developing countries
should take trade liberalisation
measures AmMong themselves
through preferential arrapgements
covering  primary commodities,
manufactured goods and services
such as banking, shipping and in-
surance and re-insurance facilities.
Sub-regional apd regional pre-
ferential arrapgements 2s well as
global schemes like the GATT
Protoco! amopg developing coun-
tries sheuld be widened in product
coverage and tariff preferences.

175. The regionz! and sub-re-
gional payments and clearing unions
should be established and stren-
gthened and action should be
taken to evolve a linkage between
them.

176. Efforts should be made to
sat up natiopal, regiopal and inter-
regional shipping services.

177. The Ministers for Foreigp
Affairs noted with deep concern
the critical situation of the least
aeveloped and disadvantaged land-
locked countries which has been
worsened by the present crisis in
the world economy and by wides-
pread droughts which have affected
some of these countries. The spe-
cial measures which have
been advocated in favour of these
countries have not resulted in
significant tapgible results. In view
of this, ths Mipisters invite the
Non-Aligned Countries 1o under-
take concrete and specific measures
to assist these countries. Further,
the Ministers decide to convene
a meeting of an Inter-Governmental
Group of the MNop-Aligned Coln-
tries to prepare a programme of
action in favour of these coun-
tries to be presented to the Vth
Conference of the Heaas of State
or Government of the Non-Aligned
Countries.

(k) Financial Arrangements
Developing Countries
178. Developing countries should

Amang

promote regional and inter-re-
gional financial support and co-
operation among themselves on

the basis of adequate warranties
and reasopable returns for invest-
ment in industries and agricul-
tiure with a view to stimulating
their agricultural production and
their industrialization, particularly
through processing of commeodi-
ties. There is an urgent need to
supplement existing flows of funaos,
particularly through pew mecha-
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nisms designed to chapnel invest-
ments in capital deficient countries
and to enhance their absorptive
capacity. An enhanced flow of
long term investments can be
expected to generate an increased
volume of trade, and provide
opportunity for diversifying flows
for mutual benefit. There is great
potential for such co-operation by
utilising local skills, npatural re-
sources, technology and funds avai-
lable within the developing coun-
tries.  Appropriate arrapgements
including the possibility of joint
investment, agencies of capital ex-
porting and capital importing
countries, should be made in order
to identify and carry out feasi-
bility studies of such projects.

{Te be Cuncluded)
" = i
COLOMBO SUMMIT

Continuing Confrontation
— First World vs Third World —

Colembo, fuly 10,

One of the most difficulr and
undoubtedly the important gques-
tion that will confront those en-
gaged in formulating economic
strategy at the forthcoming Non-
aligned Summit is how the Con-
ference is to deal with the problem
of raw materials produced by ceve-
loping countries and bought by
the rich and advanced countries.
This is a matter that has come
up at a large number of conferences
in recent years, and after OPEC,
the rich countries led by the USA
have closed their ranks to fight
all efforts by the exporters of raw
materials who desire to have a grea-
ter degree of contro! over their nat-
ural vesources and which can be
achieved only by curbing the activi-
ties of the multinationals and other
international monopolies. After the
success of OPEC, the rich coun-
tries of West and lapan are seek-
ing to rreate a bloc of developed
and Iindustrislised nations which
can continue to call the tune as
of old. Non-aligned and develop-
ing countries are aware cf the
tactics adopted by the At'antic
Bloc of countries te organise the
oil importing countries to exert
“joint pressure” on OPEC. At
the same time these rich coun-
tries have warned other producers

Row M aterials

of raw materials not to follow the
example of the OPEC oil producers.

It will be useful to recount the
manner in which the rich ecoun-
tries have sought to get together
for joint action agzinst the deve-
loping countries. On December
12, 1973, US Secretary of State
Kissinger had made a proposal
in 2 speech in London that it was
necessary to establish “an action
group on energy questions” com-
posed of industrially developed
countries to formulate 2 programma
of co-operation in all fields which
are affected by the energy crisis. In
other words what Kissinger had
wanted was a united front of all
the capitalist cil consuming coun-
tries to adopt a “‘comprehensive
prcgramme of action.”

it will also be recalled that early
in January 1974, the US President
forwarded to the Heads of Gov-
ernments of a number of indus-
trially developed capitalist oil im-
porting countries an invitation to
take part in a Conference in
Washington 1t a Foreign Minis-
terial level. This American propo-
zal was simply to create a bloc
of all major rich western powers
to challepge OPEC. (But differen-
ces had  manifested themselves
from the beginning in sharp diffe-
rences between the USA, on the

one hand, and West European
countries and lapan, on the other,
because the Commen Market

councries of Surope and lapan were
more dependent on OPEC coun-
tries for oil than the USA).

The 1974 ‘Washington Confe
rence of 13 major oil consuming cou-
ntries of the capitalist world which
“consumed” more than 85 per-
cent of the imports of world energy
resources was a3n important miles-
tone in the American campaign
to form a united front of major
capitalist oll consuming countries.
Kissinger, at the Conference, put
forward a Plan calling for co-opera- '
tion among industrizlly advanced
and developed countries in regard
te the following: energy saving,
utilisation of alternative sources
of energy, scientific research eop
new sources of energy, the distri-
bution of energy resources in
cases of emergency, relations bet-
wezn oil producing and oil con-
suming groups, etc., etc. In order
to ‘mplement this Plan and to
prepare for a bigger Conference,
with the participation of il pro-
ducing countries as well, it was
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Raw Materials

proposed to set up & permanent
'Co-ordination Committee.”

After several meetings of this
Co-operation Committee, the USA
succeeded in adopting *in 1974 a
ten-year Agreement on ‘‘mutual
assistance in oll and energy’’ to
be put into operation at times
of crisis and emergency. The
Agreement also formalised the
establishment of an International
Energy Agency (IEA) to be at-
rached to the OECD (consisting
at that time of 16 countries—8
Common Market countries, not
France. the USA, Canada, Japan,
Sweden, Switzerland, Australia,
Spain and Turkey). In short, the
_IEA was intended to unify the
efforts of western and advanced
oil consuming countries to resist
the demand of oil producing coun-
tries for higher prices mainly by
« bringing pressure cn OPEC coun-
tries .and also by creating clea-
vages and divisions among them).

In a speech at Chicago University
on November [4, 1974, Secretary
of State Kissinger had put forward
a programme of action for the
members of the IEA -intended to
safeguard and consolidate the posi-
tions of all oil consuming coun-
tries. Kissinger had made it clear
that the only way to resist and
contain the ‘“‘unreasonable’” de-
mands and blackmail by oil produc-
ing eountries was for the oil con-
suming countries of North America,
West Europe and Japan to co-
operate on an international level
on this matter.

Of course, there were sweet
words about a ‘‘dialogue’” with
the oil producing countries, (with
OPEC), to negotiate reasonzble
sertlements. But chis “norch-South™
dialogue was to be done from
positions of strength so that OPEC
and other producers of raw mate-
rials could be kept under the
. control of the rich. consuming coun-

tries. For this purpose, Wwhatever
the differences between the USA,
Franze, Common Market countries
and Japan in regard ro strategic
and tactical methods of fighting
{or negotiating with) the OPEC
countrics, the US succeeded in
creating a $ 25 billion *solidarity
fund” to enforce a mutua! reduc-
tion of oil imports and introduce
a2 guaranteed minimum of domes-
tic oil prices. There is also no
doubt that the efforts of the USA
bore fruit in ample measure and
some OPEC countries like Iran

13.

found that their exports had
decreased in 1975 because of the
restrictive strategies of the [EA
group.

In the meantime, France which
had a different 2pproach to the
oil and energy crisis from that
of the USA, had taken the initia-
tive to summon a Conference of
producers and Censumers in Paris
{April 7-15, 1975). It wasa prepa-
ratory Conference of importers and
exporters of oil and had demanded
that there should be discussions
not only of oil supplies but also
of all the questions connected with
raw materials, trade etc, at
an internaticnal conference to be
held shorcly on energy, raw mate-
rials and economic development

It must be mentioned that Dr.
Kissinger at a meeting of the IEA
at Kapsas city and the OECD in
Paris, both in May 1975, had agreed
that the agenda of the inter-
national energy conference should
include the question of assistance
to developing countries as well
as all questions relating to other
raw materials on a bilateral basis
with the different exporting coun-
tries. This proposal was accepted
by all IEA members.

A further stage in the creation
of a united front was reached at
a summit meeting of six major
capitalist countries held in Ramboui-
let, in France, on November 15-17,
1975. The Presidents of the USA
and France, the Chancellor of the
FRG, the Prime Ministers of Bricain,
Japan and ltaly (together with their
Miristers of Foreign Affairs, Eco-
nomy and Finance) participated
in this Super-Rich Nations’ con-
ference. This was indeed the first
meeting in the post-war era of
the leaders of the major industrial
Powers. One of the most important
matters discussed related to the
strategy the six powers should
adopt in their ‘“dialogue” with
the Third World. The Final Decla-
ration at Rambouillet clearly indi-
cated that what the Six were anx-
ious to secure was harmony with
the developing countries to ensure
regualr supplies of raw materials—
naturally on terms favourable to
them—and also continue to have
them as safe areas for the invest-
ment of capital (to earn profits).

At this Conference, President
Ford had made it a special point
to reject the demand of the deve-
loping courtries that prices should
be "“indexed’ establishing a realis-

tic inter-relationship between the
prices of raw materials and prices
of industrial goods. Ford had also
insisted that the Rambouillet Six
and their allies should reach a
“basic long-term goal’’ to epcure
that oil producing countries could
not fix prices unilaterally. For
this purpose he had wanted even
more vigorous (united) action of,
all oil consuming couptries vis
a vis the supplies of raw materials.

At an OECD Conference in
Paris (December 16-19), the Wes-
tern countries sought to stren-
gthen their stand against OPEC
countries and other raw materials
producing countries which had
tried to follow the OPEC example
by taking united action. At this
mesting, western countries had
propounded the theory that the
increase of oil prices by OPEC
was the major, if not the sole,
reason for the recession, inflation
and depression in the world, and
that the rapid increases in oil
prices had reduced the possibilities
of the USA and the West to render
assistance to the Third Worid.
The USA and certain other
Woestern countries had also sug-
gested that the OPEC countries
should take over the burden of
assisting the developing countries
on the footing that the OPEC
countries were “‘guilty” of the
crime of involving the Third World
in new economic and financial

difficulties.
But all these efforts of the wes-
tern couptries failed to divide

OPEC or the Third World. On
the other hand, this has driven
the Third World to adopt more
acrimonious and tougher attitudes
towards the developed countries.
This was shown, in no upmista-
kable way, at UNCTAD-IV at
MNairobi recently.

There is no doubt that the con-
frontation between the  Third
World and the First World of
Rambouillet (and now Costa Rica)
is getting sharper everyday. At
the OECD Ministerial Meeting
this year in Paris (June 21-22),
accordipg to a USIS report, U.S.
Secretary of State Kissinger had
proposed that the industrial nations
making up the OECD (Organiza-

tion for Economic Co-operation
and Development) undertake 2
sweeping review of their rela-

tions with the developing nations.
‘To achieve a more effective in-
tegrated development strategy, the
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United States proposes that OECD
countries decide now to review
the entire range of porth-south
issues which we will be addressing
over the remainder of this decade
and beyond. Over the next year
we should develop a consistent
and comprehensive set of objec-
rives and strategies."

Dr. Kissinger had a'so urged
the industrial nations to coordinate
their policies on “‘porth-south”
issues more closely before they
g0 into international meetings such
as the recently concluded fourth
United HNations Conference cn
Trade and Development (UNCTAD
-I¥) in Nairobi and the Confer-
ence on International Economic
Co-operation (CIEC) in Paris.
“The objectives of the industrial
democracies and those of the
developing nations should be com-
plementary’’, the U.S. Secretary
of State said. The developing nations
want economic progress, a role
in international decisions that
affect them, and an equitable share
of economic benefits, he said,
while the industrial pations wanpt
“widening prosperity for all peo-
ple produced by an open world
system of trade apd investment
with expanding markets for north
and south’ and “stable and equi-
table development of the world’s
resources of food, energy and raw
materials.”

Development is a long-term
process and the role of the indus-
trial nations is critical because
they “possess the largest markets
and most of the world’s capital

and technology,””  he said.
“Thus real developmsnt pres-
suipposes a serious, unemotionai

copstructive north-south dialogue
....An atmosphere of extortion
or pressure, upworkable proposals
or excessive reliance on parlia-
mentary mapeuvers will ultimately
updermine  public  support in
the only countries capable of
contributing effectively to develop-
ment”, Dr. Kissinger warped.

He also warned against poorly
conceived responses on the part
of industrial natiops. “We do 10
one a favour when we substitute
rhetorical concessions for intelli-
gent and realistic proposals,” he
said. “..those who carry short-
term favour may mortgage the
long-term future.” Secretary Kis-
singer said that his cali for greater
coordination of policy among the
industrial nations “is not a call
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for confrontation with the Third
World. It is an indispensable step
we must take if we are not to
fragment our efforts ana fail in
our obiectives.” He proposed that
the OECD  Secretdry - Gereral
updertake a study and recommend
procedures for a better coordi-
nation of policy, and that OECD
take more active role in identify-
ing key issues in the north-south
dialogue and in developing “mutu-
ally supporting positions.” The U.S
Secretary of State also urged closer
coordination among the OECD
nations on economic relations with
the communist countries, on
epergy, and on non-inflationary
economic growth policies. He pro-
posed urgent action to establish
joint epergy production projects
in such areas as coal extraction
and utilization, urarium enrich-
ment and synthetic fuels.

This was the position, Dr. Kis-
singer had taken up at the OECD
which was a prelude to a meeting
of the Rambouillet group in Costa
Rica on Jupe 28. But, in the USIS
summary of Mr. Kissinger OECD
speech, he spoke a little bitterly
about what had happened in
UNCTAD-IV in Nairocbi.

In this connection, a comment
from a lefcwing paper in India will
show just what Third World forces
thought of Mr. Kissinger's efforts
at Naijrobi.

“THE TORTURING TEN THOU-
SAND WORDS US SECRETARY
OF STATE Henry Kissinger reeled
off in his marathan double-talk
at UNCTAD IV in Mairobi is the
declaration that US imperialism
has no intention of respecting the
UM General Assembly resolution
on the establishment of a new
economic crder. He has flatly
rejected the proposals of Manila
Declaration of the ‘Group of 77

and in particular the integrated
commodity programme of the
UNCTAD secretariat, for such

proposals, in his view, are “‘un-
realistic’’ and ‘“‘peremptory de-
mands.”” What Kissinger has pro-
posed instead is an unashamed|
calculated plan not only to bloc
any serious collective effort ta
establish a new economic order

but to perpetuate the neocolonial

exploitation of the developing
countries and to intensify and ex-
pand it. Kissinger wants the third
world to forget the international
commitment and swallow the poi-
soned baits he has thrown at
Nairobi. 1

Raw Materials

“Commodity prices, trade terms,
fesources, multinationals, debts,
balance of payments deficit, trans-
fer of technology, etc. are the
major provlems facing the deve-
loping countries in their relations
with the developed capitalist coun-
tries, notably the WUSA. Kissinger
has offered solution to not a single
one of them. His eyes are as ever
fixed on the prospects of a bigger
neocolonial booty. The develop-
ing countries have to pay through
their nose for what they import
from the developed capitalist coun-
tries while their exports of pri-
mary goods to the latter fetch
hopelessly low and declining prices.
Last year alone the purchasing
power of these exports fell by
about ten per cent. The gap bet-
ween the developing countries and
the developed capitalist countries,
in terms of development and per
capita income, goes on widening.
For example, the per capita gross
national product of the develop-
ing countries was 7.5 per cent
of that of the developed countries
in 1973 as against 9.f per cent in
1950. According to Kissinger’s
own estimate, the balance of pay-
ments deficits of the de\felcping
countries in 1975 amounted 35,00
millon dollars and now the
UNCTAD secretariat forecasts that
figure for the non-oil producing
countries will rise to 40,000 mil-
lion dollars. One can imagine its
devasting impact en the develop-
ment of the third world countries.
Further, this plunder in the pame
of trade has resulted in the mount-
ing debt burdens of the develop-
ing countries amounting to close
on 100,000 million dollars on which
the annual repayments come to
over 7,000 million dollars. India,
incidentally, has been made a lead-
ing debtor country, our repay-
ment liabilities currently running
at Rs. 700 crores. Debt servicing
is expected to rise to 20 per cent
of such earnings. On top of it,
the multinationals also draw away
as super profits huge amounts.

“In his platitudinous and flam-
boyant verbosity Kissinger does.
not have even one convincing
word to suggest that such an un-
just and intolerable states of affairs
should end. As if all this is not
enough, he has announced that
the United State proposes the
establishment of an international
resources bank (IRB). Also he has
not left anycne in doubt that this
bank will promote the US private
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investments in the: developing
countries. Kissinger has mot mis-
sed to dictate the terms either.
‘Nationalisation and forced change',
says Kissinger, ‘in the terms of
concessions in some developing
countries have clcuded the general
climate for resources investment
in the developing world’. So, if
you want resources from the
dollar lords and others cf the
west, stop nationalisation and do
not tamper with the concessions
they have already extorted. ‘Re-
source flows to the poorest coun-
tries’”, he adds, ‘must be freed
from restrictions on Pprocurement
sources..’ Brazenly he declared:
‘We must enable private markets

“to continug to play a substantial

¢

role in providing development
capital.’” One can go on quoting
other words from  Kissinger's

speech showing chat it ic a shame-
less manifesto of US neocolonialism
—one that deserves to be merci-
lessly exposed and condemned. ."

Even moderate Inaian opinion,
had no illusions about the West
was after.

There is no doubt that the USA
and the West were sorely dis-
appointed about Nairobi. US
Secretary of State Kissinger and
US Treasury Simon had issued
a bitter statement denouncing
what had taken place in Nairobi.
Whilst¢ Kissinger and Simen had
betrayed their disappointment in
» possible outburst of indignation,
other Western Powers had re-
acted more realistically. Some of
them have even failed te follow
Kissinger's lead at Nairobi.

At the OECD meeting in Paris
and the meeting of the seven
Super-Rich (Rambouillet) in Costia
Rica, there has been an attempt
to backtrack from the brinkman-
ship indulged in Mairgbi by Kiss-
inger. (This must be examined in
a subsequent article).

But, so far as the Non-aligned
and Third World are concerned
the USA has yet to acquire areal,
understanding of the current situ-
ation in the world. The USA still
seenis to think it can mobilise the
dwindling world of capitalism to
prevent the Third World to.get
as much for their raw materials
as the First World get for their

industrial goods. . The USA has
still not learnt the lessons of
Vietnam. :
—SPARTACUS
& B %
L]

COLOMBO SUMMIT

Towards Economic
Emancipation

Havana,

Undoubtedly, the most impor-

tant question before the Fifth

Non-aligned Summit in Colombo
in August will concern the new
interpational economic order to
regulate apnd govern ecopomic
relations in the world today. It is
necessary to help poor develop-
ing countries to effect a rapid
take-off into purposeful and fruit-
ful activity and at the same time
curb the exploitative greed of
the rich industrialised nations who
have established a firm strangle-
hold on the Third World through
multinational apd  transpational
compapies.

In this, the many-faceted role
of the United States has to be
examined from different apgles to
realise the difficult task confront-
ing Non-aligned and Third World
cotntries. Many developing coun-
tries have only recently begun
to realise that the U.S.A. pursues
policies in interpational trade and
economic relations which have
caused 2 serious difficulty to the
econcmy of other countries, es-
pecially developing ones. Today
the eccnomic policies of the U.S.A.
vis a vis developing countries is
a “new’”’, refined and sophisticated
version of neocolonialism with a
selective and differentiated imple-
mentation with regard to some
states. In the (new) Trade Reform
Act of December, 1974, this ap-
proach was formalised and made
to appear universal. Ope of the
basic aims of the Act is to grant
to developing countries tariff pre-
ferences c©n their manpufictured
products imported by the USA,
Besides, it is claimed that those
preferences are the same for all
and were not reciprocal. But, in
reality, the preferences follow quite
definite objectives of current' US
policy with regard to the Third
Woerld countries in order to obtain,
in the firal apalysis, reciprocal
economic and political  benefits
from developing countries.

The Act vis o vic developirg
couptries coptains several amend-
ments which limit the pumber
of developing countries to which
Customs preferences can be grap-

ted. No sucn preferences will be
granted to a developing country
if it is a member of the Organisa-
tion of Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC), of any foreign Cartel
or Association the activities of
which consist in holding back from
sales in the world market goods
needed for the US economy and
cther developed countries, or rai-
sing prices on thgse goods to un-
reasopable levels and thus create
serious difficulties for the world
economy. The same limitations will
be used against copper apd bauxite
exporting countries i.e., roluntries
participating in collective actions
to safeguard their raw material
recources. Among such countries
in Latin America alone one may
name lamaica, Guyana, Dominican
Republic (bauxites); Peru (copper)
Central American ccuntries (ban2-
nas), Mexice, Colombiz, Venezuela
and others (coffee}. In other words
the reservation clause specificed
in the Act providing for a possi-
bility of denying the granting of
the preferential regime may be
applied against any country which
may seek to fight the dominance

of US monopolies and multi-
naticpals.
Forty six developing countries

of Africa as well as countries of
the Carribean and Pacific regions
associated with the EEC, — the
countries which granted the so-
called ‘“‘return preferences’ to the
Common Market countries—for-
felt US customs preferences in
respect of the export of their
goods to the USA. This stipulation
in. the Act reflects US uttempts
to disrupt the outlying economic
regions of the EEC which in the
context of the increasing raw
material crisis provide the Com-
mon Market an increased capability
to stand competition. This is evi-
denced by the statutory undertak-
ing that the USA will grant Cus-
toms preferences to any EEC
Associated  developing  country
which will repudiate, to January
1, 1976, the preferential bepefits
granted to the Common Market.

The Act also contains severai
other  “defensive  reservations”
which deprive developing coun-
tries of the opportunities to bene-
fit by Customs preferences in
their trade with the USA. These
reservation clauses affect coun-
«ries which expropriate or npatio-
nalize US property or capital in-

_ vestments without appropriate com.
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pensation; refuse to recognize
judgements of international arbi-
tration tribunals given in favour
of US firms or private persons in
cases of disputes over investments.

The newspaper Commercio in
Ecuador declared on January 6,
1975 as follows: “‘This undisguised
intention of the USA is to make
developing  countries, through
exerting brutal pressure, give up
the policy of defending their natio-
nal resources and this poses a
serious threat to developing coun-
tries and runs counter to the
principles of interpational co-
operation. The President of Vene-
" zuela, Carlos Andres Perez, said
that the Act was ‘“‘an overt act of
economic aggression and political
pressure” and called on other
Latin American countries ‘not to
put up with this kind of discri-
mination.”

Furthermore, many provisions of
the Act are worded in such a way
that, if so desired, they may be
interpreted against apy develop-
ing country. In this way one can
exclude arbitrarily developing coun-

tries from the general system of’

preferences and to use those pri-
vileges as a measure of exerting
pressure on young states. The
preferential system does not ex-
tend to industrial products which
are in direct competition with
similar US products. In 1973 the
value of such products mounted
to § 5 billion or about 30 per cept
of the US imports from developing
countries.

On products which are excluded
from the general system of pref-
ferences they impose large import
duties. Besides, various non-tariff
limitaticns are set against them.
For example, prior to passing the
Trade Reform Act, 60 per cent
of the US imports from Latin
American countries were tax-free.
At present, the system of pre-
ferences will include only 30 per
cept (by value) of the US imports
from Latin American countries. A
staggering blow has been struck
at imported canpned meat, cloth-
ing, foot-wear, steel ipdustry pro-
ducts because this group of goods
is excluded from the preferential
schedules. Costa Rica, for example,
will have to cut down by one third
of its meat exports. Colombia will
be compelled to limit its exports
of men’s clothes and serious losses
will be suffered by Argentina and
Uruguay in their exports of foot-
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wear and textiles. It is expected
that the new Act will cause the

greatest loss to couptries like
Argentina, Brazil, and Mexico.
Among Asian countries it is

Indonesia, Iran and the Philippines
which will suffer the greatest loss
as a result of the Trade Reform
Act. It will, for example, impose
higher duties on 15 items of the
Philippines exports to the USA
among which there are basic ex-
port commodities of the Philip-
pines such as sugar, coconut pro-
ducts, timber, leather products etc.
Further, the Act which fixes maxi-
mum limits for duty-free exports
of certain goods will adversely
affect about 30 per cent of the
Philippines exports to the United
States—exports amounting to § 53
milion apnually. .

The US Government, it will be
noted, decided to join as from Ist
Japuary 1976 the General Plan of
Tariff preferences which embrace
develop'ng countries in accordance
with UNCTAD decisions. This will
enable Ipndia to epjoy lower duty
tariffs on exports of 2,7000 items
to the USA. Inspite of this, econo-
mic experts are of the view that
one showld not expect a rapid
increase of Indian exports to the
United States. This evaluation is
confirmed by the (Indian) Economic
Times of February 15, 1976. A
detailed analysis of the US general
plan of preferential tariffs, which
was crried out by the Indian Minis-
try of Trade, reveals that 22 cate-
gories of goods which comprise
the largest part of the traditional
Indian exports to the USA are
missing from the lists of duty-
free goods.

Speaking in Nairobi at a' press
conference with UNCTAD offi-
cials present—the meeting took

place or the occasion of the open-
ing of the 4th session of this inter-
national organisation—British re-
presentative, Mrs, Hart, stated that
proposal which is expected to be
advanced by the USA on establi-
shing 2 Bank for financing produc-
tion of raw materials served, as
a matter of fact, the interests of
multinational corporations.

In regard to Indonesia, foreign
capitalists, especially from the Uni-
ted States, have seized controlling
positions in 2 number of brap-
ches in the economy of Indopesia
and in less than 10 years foreign
investments have reached over
$ 635 billion. Ruthless competi-

US. Trade Reform Act

tion over Indonesian natural resour-

ces and markets coptinues un-
abated between American and
lapanese monopolies. From 1967

up to the present time the volume
of US investments has amounted
$ | billion. Multinational com-
panies wapt maximum profits and
cheap raw materials. The interests
of Indonesia’s national economy are
not the most important consi-
deration. Mopopolies prefer to in-
vest their capital in the field of
extracting mineral resources and
obtaining raw materials for their
countries. They are also interested
in obtaining supplies of timber.
Monopolies also seek to tap ura-
nium deposits. But they confine
their “industrial” activity to light
industries which produce goods
to establish “‘affluent’” consumer-
ism in the “Woestern style™ ip
these poor countries.

The Indonesian Informaticn
Agency has reported that two
thirds of foreign investments pro-
jects in the couptry have no rela-
tion whatsoever with the actual
needs of economic develcpment
of Indonesia. This foreign invest-
ment has tied Indopesian economy
to the juggernant of the multi-
nationals.

But it must be remembered
that both multinationals and the-
neocolonist-minded ' nations of the
West have realised that the old
methods of exploitation will pot
work. New strategies have, there-
fore, been evolved to establish 2
“new approach’” to the newly
independent states.

A few statistics will show how
badly placed the poorer coun-
tries are in relation to the richer
countries. In 1973 the Third
World which has the populaticn
of over 70 per cent of the globe
had oply 30 per cent of the world’s
income. In the late 1970s the
average appual per capita income
is estimated to reach in developed
capitalist countries 3.6 thousand

* dollars, while in developing coun-

tries it will be only 265 dollars.
Out of 2.5 billion people living in
the Third World couatries, 800
million are illiterate and | billion
among them suffer from malnutri-
tion and hunger.

The economic policy of peo-
colonialism rests on the ‘“‘three
pillars” (1) export of capital, (2)
trade and (3) techpological apd
economic ‘‘assistance.” The funds
coming to developing countries
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from industrialised capitalist states
stimulate «busipess  activities in
those countries, and contribute
to some development of produc-
tive forces. But at the 'same time
there has been 2 sharp increase
in the foreign debts of the Third
World and structural dispropor-
tions in their economies have also
become aggravated and national
funds are diverted from the brap-
ches of their pational economy
which npeed them most while
national pians of developments are
cied up to investment programmes.
The perpetuation of the many
sided dependence of the ecopomy
of developing countries oy the
_rich advanced countries and their
multinationals in the matter of
éapital and technology  places
severe restrictions on the econo-
mic growth of the poor receip-
“ients of aid. The domination of
multinational monopolies ‘'leads to
the curtailment of tle already
modest share of developing coun-
tries in the world trade while
terms of trade are continuously
worsening.'”

In his boock Republique Imperiale.
Les Etats Unis Dans Le Monde, 1945-
1972, the French political com-
mentator R. Aron describes the
so-called formula of “containment™
which is quite often applied to
countries of the Third World.
“The formula of containment”,
writes the author, “‘has expanded
and become an interpaficnal doc-
trine and this doctrine could
entail..interference aimed at keep-
ing, even counter to the wishes
of the people, a government dis-
posed in favour of che institutions
and ideolology of the United
States. The modern notion cf ‘con-
tainment’. has a tendepcy of mix-
ing up the right of pecples to be
matters of their destiny..with an
obligation to maintain a pro-Ameri-
can regime.”

Latin America, even at present,
is still a target of economic exploi-
tation by the US mecnopolies.
Even according to the cfficial US
data ‘‘each $ 700 millign of direct
investments per year bring § 1.4
billion in profits’”. Speaking at
a press conferepce in Washington
on April 16, 1975 US Presidept
Ford mentioned Latin America
among those few regions where
the USA “is obliged to maintain
its presence” apnd ‘“intends to
continue repdering economic and
military assistance on 2 selective
basis"".
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COLOMBO SUMMIT

The BMICH

Colombo, July 6, )

The Fifth Non-Aligned Summit
Conference will be held in Colombo
from August 9th to léth at the
Bandaranaike Memorial Internatio-
nal Conference Hall.

This Hall was built to honour
the memory of Mr. Solomon Ban-
darapnaike who was Prime Minister
of Sri Lapka from 1956 to 5%9. His
widow, Madam Sirimavo Bandara-
naike the present Prime Minister.
will be the hostess for the Con-
ference.

Alopng with Pandit Nehru of
India, Dr. Sukarno of Indonesia
Prince Sihanouk of Cambodia,

Marshal Z Tito of Yugoslavia and
President MNasser of Egypt, Mr.
Bapdaranaike was in the forefront
of the movement of the Third
World countries to fashion an
ideology of dynamic neutralism. It
is this concept that has led to the
creation of a strong non aligned
group who can act decisively in
the UN and other internatiopal
forums. It is fitting that the first
Asian summit of the pon aligned
group should be held in a Hali
dedicated to Mr. Bandaranaike.

This Hall was built by China
on 37 acres in the heart of Colombo
at a cost of US $§ 3.5 million apd
gifted to Sri Lapnka upon its com-
pletion in 1973,

The octagoral shape of the Hall
is in accord with the tradition of
Sri Lanka's indigenous =2rchitec-
ture. The design of the interior
is simple, consisting of spacious
halls, high ceilings supported by
chasie columns imparting an im-
maculate atmosphere and finish.

Aesthetically it is a beautiful
visual experience, especially at
night when the moonlight bathes
it in the iridescent glow of its
marble.

Jayantha Somzsundaram

COLOMBO SUMMIT

The Indian

Colombo, June 29,

Sri Lapka's Prime Minister Mrs.
Sirima Bapdaranaike has been one
of the pioneers of the effort made
by many countries in the Third
World to declare the Indian Ocean
a Zone of Peace. This proposal

Ocean

has since been epdorsed by all
the littoral states of the Indian
Ocean and the resolution declar-
ing the Indian Ocean a zone of
peace was passed by the General
Assembly of the United Natiops.
In view of the fact that the Fifth
Non-aligned Summit Conference
will be held in Sri Lanka, which
is 2 coun'ry that has initiated the
peace zone proposal and is also a
country which by virtue of its
geographical position highly sen-
sitive to big power rivalry in the
Indian Ocean, it is not surprising
that the Ipdian Ocean Peace Zone
proposal figures prominently in
the agenda of the Conference
which is due to open in Colombo
on August Fth.

The Ipndian Ocean comprises
seventeen million square miles and
is surrounded by twenty six lit-
toral states which coptain within
them a quarter of the world's
population. Although these coun-
tries are racked by poverty and
are classed amopg the poorest
nations of the world, they con-
tain within them a wealth of
natural resources. In addition, the
enclosed hydrospace, the oOcean,
abounds with not only food, but
also  with untapped  mineral
resources.

Despite the fact that the call
for a peace zone has been met

‘with almost unanimous approval

by the international community,
with 103 pations voting for it in
the U.N. there has been neither
a response, nor a curtzilment of
military activity by the United
States or the Soviet Unicn. In
fact in the recent past there has
been an increase in the naval acti-
vity of both countries in this
Ocean. For example, whereas in
1968 the United States and the
Soviet Union made 71 and 42 port
calls respe ctively in the Ipdian
Ocean region, in 1973 they made
{15and 153 port calls respectively.

Jayantha Somasundaram
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COLOMBO SUMMIT

New World Economic
Order

Belgrade, June 28,

The essence of the pelicy pur-.

sued by the non-aligned countries
is to reach solutions for reducing
the gap between the advanced
and developing countries and ren-
dering impossible the further pola-
risation of the world into rich
and poor, the Tanjug Economic
Editor writes.

Around 6.5 percent of the worid’s
population today lives on over
3,500 dollars in national per capita
income, and 6.3 percent on less
than 100 dollars. However, an ana-
lysis of the world’s social product
shows that around 57 percent
of the world's population realises
a national per capita income of
below 300 doilars. This means
that 57 percent of the world’s popu-
jation finds itself at the level of
development at which the the
major concern centres around a
struggle for bread and sustenance.

At such levels of under-deve-
lopment the on'y alternative for
development is the struggle aga-
inst hunger. This is why, the com-
mentator writes, the struggle for
a new world economic order is
in fact the scruggle for food and
suzerainty in economy develop-
ment. This struggle must there-
fore become the the most impor-
tant part of the economic pro-
gramme of the Non-aligned.

The struggle for a new world
economic order rests on two
factors of universal importance and
with impact on both the existing
and futute economic trends in
the world. This struggle depends,
first, on reducing the gap between
the rich and poor worlds' and
the industrially advanced countries
assuming their respcnsibility tec
do so. These are the countries
which imposed their monopoly
and a system of economic relaticns
and exploitation. This is increas-
ingly leading to the further pola-

rsiation of the world into rich
and poor.
The other factor is related to

raw materials and energy. The
questionis whether it is even ecano-
mically justified to continue sur-
rendering the control of the world’s
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limited raw material reserves to
those who are only consumers
of the raw materials and who pre-
fer to import them as cheaply as
possible so as to realise increas-
ingly higher profits.

The combined impact of these
two factors has created the social
and economic need for 2 new
world econom ¢ order, and a neea
which is increasingly becoming 2
part of the consciousness and in-
rerest of both the daveloping
countries and the industrially ad-
vanced countries.
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AMERICA’'S BICENTENNIAL

How 213 Million Americans
Will Celebrate Their
200th Birthday

By Howard Cincotta

United States
be celebrating
200th birthday
in thousands of observances
which will reflect the tradi-
tions and outlooks of individual
communities. Celebrations will
range from multi-faceted pro-
grams in cities like Boston to
a mriseum ipauguration in tiny
Sitka, Alaska.

All across the
| Americans will
their nation’s

AMERICA WILL MARK its 200ch
birthday with characteristic exu-
berance—as well as with some
confusion. High purpose and ex-
citement abound, but there are
also question of exactly what
America is celebrating. Is the
Bizentenaial simply a commemora-
tion of the nation’s ability to stay
intact through two centuries of
tumultuous history? s a nod to the
past sufficient—in the form of
scholarly romes on the meaning
of the American Revolution or
a program of refurbishing histori-
cal sites? Or is the Bicentennial
an opportunity to draw up a new
national 2genda to meet the social,
economic and political challenges
stil! confronting the United States?

The answers are characteristi-
cally American. Amid the pageants
and the panoply, the United States
will celebrate its 200th birthday

*America Celebrate

in all these ways as thousands of
communities across tho country
commemorate the American past,
celebrate its present and plan for
its futvre. Racher like the chaotic
early days of the Revolution itself,
planning for America's Bicentennial
did not get off to a particularly
auspicious start. President Lyndon
Johnson appointed an American
Revolution Bicentennial Commis-
sion in 1966, but its initial proposals
were grandiose—and costly. The
Commission misread the mood of
both the people and their repre-
sentatives in Congress. There was

little enthusiasm for  massive,
expensive programs.
in 1972 the Commission was

raplaced by a smaller, more stream-
lined, American Revolution Bi-
zentennial Administration (ARBA),
wth a new administrator, former
Secretary of the Navy John Warner,
and a new mandate—not to direct
the celebrations, but to coordi-
nate and encourage a multitude
of Bicentenn’al activities by cities,
towns and community organiza-
tions across the country. Accord-
ing to Mr. Warner, “The Bicen-
tennial is going to be exactly where
it belongs—in every major city,
miner city, community, county
and tribe.” le will be, Mr. Warner
adds, ‘'a chain reaction of tens
of thousands of individual celeb-
rations—large and small—planned
and carried out by citizens in every
part of America..The success of
the commemoration of the nation's
first two centuries will be judged
by the numbers of players, not
the number of spectators.”

ARBA has designated over 7,000
official Bicentenpial Communities
throughout the United States,
ranging from cities of one million
or more toa small subdivisions of
under 1,000 persons. All such
communities have drawn up com-
prehensive plans for participation
in the Beicntennial, including at
least one project with lasting value.
Although the only common facter
among these many celebrations
would seem to be their diversity,
ARBA has categorized projects into
three theme areas: Heritage ‘76
(the studies. restorations and re-
enactments of the past), Festival
USA (the birthday-party celebra-
tion of the present) and Horizons
‘76 (programs aimed at America's
future).

ALTHOUGH THE EMPHASIS is
upon small, community-based acti-
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America Celebrates

vities, there are a' number of
nation-wide—and even broader—
travelling  Bicentennial  projects
under way: (l) The American
Freedom Train, a multimedia
show on rails, will be seen by an
estimated 10 million people in
about 80 cities before it completes
its travels in 1977. Moving con-
veyor belts have been installed
in 10 former baggage cars of the
24-car train, and visitors are whis-
ked past a multitude of photos,
film snippets, recordings, historic
artifacts and contemporary me-
mentos—everything from President
George  Washington’s  personal
copy of the U.S. Constitution to
star Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar’s size-16 shoe. Conveyed
chrough the train at a maximum
rate-of 1,800 persons per hour,
visitors will see such displays as a
re-creation of an |8th-century New
England town together with items
of the Revolutionary War era and
a car whose theme is exploration,
both of the American West 2nd
of space. Among the displays: the
original 1803 Louisiana Furchase
Agreement (which transferred about
828,000 square miles (2,153,000
square kilometers) from France to
the United States for the rela-
tively modest sum of § 15 million),
and a collection of moon rocks.

(2) slower but equally ambitious
travelling project is the Bicen-
tennial Wagon Train Pilgri-
mage that commemorates Ameri-
ca's westward migration by assem-
bling 50 covered wagons (cne for
each state) and trekking eastward.
Beginning in the summer of 1975,
steel-built, horse-drawn replicas
of 19th century wagons plodded
from each state (Hawaii's was
shipped by boat, Alaska's by air)
to join one of five wagon trains
following such historic routes as
the Sante Fe and Oregon Traiis.
Accompanied by ocutriders moun-
ted on horseback or in automobiles,
the wagcns will roll
July 4, 1976, rendezvous at Valley
Forge, Pennsylvania, where the
Continental Army under General
George Woashington endured its
harshest winter of the war. Dur-
ing their more than 1,000 sche-
duled evening encampments of the
trip, the wagoners will entertain
visitors with a musical revue called
“The Woagon Train Show’, and
communities will respond with
music, dance, plays or other pre-
sentations that highlight the local
culture.
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(3) The Bikecentennial 'is a
plan to map and maintain a series
of bicylce trails—using mainly se-
condary and rural roads—running
from the Atlantic to the Pacific
coasts; (4) Many of the world’s
remaining tall-masted sailing ships
will be cruising the seas as part
of Operaticn Sail—a total of over
60 ships from 20 countries, possi-
bly including two from the Soviet
Union. For a number of the ships,
the plan is to compete first in
long ocean race from Piymouth,
England, to Lisbon, Portugal, aro-
und the Canary Islands and across
the Atlantic to Bermuda, finally
finishing in  Newport, Rhode
Isl2znd. The ships will then assem-
ble as a great fleet—ketches, yawls,
barks, topmasted schooners, fri-
gates and more—to ‘‘parade’’ down
the coast to New York City for
that climatic day, July 4, 1976

NO CITY is more closely associa-
ted with the American Revolu-

tion than Boston, Massachusetts,
and its residents have responded
with a great variety of proiects
and  activities.  For  example:

(a) Three major historical exhibits
feature Boston city life in the 18th,
19th and 20th centuries. Visitors
not only look at the displays, but
take part in them as well. In the
18th-century exhibit, called “The
Revoluton: Where 1t All Began,”
tourists are handed a ballot on
which to mark their responses
to the issues that confronted Ameri-
can colonists in the 1770's. Only
after the ballot is counted do

TWO CENTURIES OF SRI

American Cenpter in Colembo.

education.

SRI LANKA-AMERICAN BICENTENNIAL EXHIBIT
IN COLOMBO

LANKA-AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP, an
exhibit of photographs, rare books,
illustrating the relationship between Sri Lapka apd the United States
from the earliest days to the present. opered Monday, July 12, ag the |
Based on extensive
Lapka apd the U.S.A. the exhibit traces U.S. contact with this ccuptry
to the earliest known American visitors, merchant seamer from New
England who visited Sri Lanka in 1789, the year that the United States
adopied its Constitution. Activity in education and medicine in the
19th ceptury by American missioparies is displayed as is the work of
Henry Steel Olcott wWho made important contributions to Buddhise
A Censular apd diplomatic
trade lead to a comprehensive suryey of the wide-ranging and extensive
ecopomic, cultural and educational relations of the present day.

Impertant evepes as well as little known facets of a cordial
re1aticpshlp between two couptries are illustrated in this informative
educatlcl;'nal e:fhlbn: Prasented by the U.S. Information Service as part
gf the ?merllcoaBDBlcentennial Salute to Sri Lap ka.”

e open from 10.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. July 12 through 24, except Sunda
at the American Center, 39, Sir Erpest de Silva Mawatha, Cori‘on"bl:) ?’.Ysl

visitors learn whether they would

have joined the Revolution or
remained loyal to rthe British
Crown; (b) An Observatory on

the 60th floor of Boston's gargan-
tuan skyscraper, the lJohn Han-
cock Tower, offers a remarkable
panorama of city, sea and sky
aong with some fascinating dis-
plays: a topographical map of
Boston in 1775 and a filmed simui-
ation of a helicopter tour of the
modern city. In other city locations
there are exhibits of contempo-
rary Boston paintngs;i a multi-

media show that recreates the
Battle of Bunker Hill; a display
of prints, drawings, furniture,

diaries and textiles of the 1770
and 2 film, “Beoston and the Sea,”

that explores the city's history
as a port.
(c) Boston's Citygame trans-

forms the entire city into a vast
exhibit with a network of his-
toric  trails marked by special
“pathfinder’” signs and historical
markers. In addition to the famous
Freedom Trail that traztors Bos-
ton’s colonial and revolutionary
past, other newly blazed wurban
trails explore architecture, medi-
cine and education as well as the
history of blacks and women in
the city; (d) On April 19, 1975,
the date commemorating the cpen-
ing battles of the Revoluytion at
nearby Lexington and Concord,
Boston celebrated as z collective
musical instrument. On cue, bells
in every church and tower rang
out across the echoing streets

documents 7nd memorabilia

research in Sri

history and 19th century

The exhibit will
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of the city. The pealing was fol-
lowed ‘by a parade of more than
a hundred bands playing music
especially cemposed for the occa-
sion. The parade culminated in a
massed band concert of more than
2,000 persons in City Hall Plaza
that may well have been the largest
such musical event in U.S. history.
It was a memorable besinning to
one' city’s celebration of the Bi-
centennipl. b
THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE,
responsible for 2B6 natural parks
and for an estimated 270 million
visitors in 1976, has invested three
years and over.$ 100 million in the
Bicentennial—more than any other
federal agency; (1) The Park Ser-
vice ' has produced two films:
“Americans and the Revolution,”
a social history of the Revolution-
ary period, and ‘‘Wilderness Ame-
rica,”” 2 portrayal of the land znd
eople west of the Appalachian
ountains in the I1770.s; (ii) As
caretaker for many battlefield and
oiher historic sites, the Park Ser-
vice has undertaken a number of
restoration projects. Among them:
Independence Hall in Philadelphia
where the Declaration of Inde-
pendence was signed in |776: the
ironworks at Hopewell Village,
Pensylvania, which furnished can-
non and shot for the American

armies; and the siege lines at
Yorktown, Virginia, site of the
Revolution’s final decisive battle

in 4781;. (iii)  “‘Living - History"”
programs in -the parks
create many of the crafts of the

Colonial era, from candlemaking

to weaving. The Park Service is
even building 200 authentic Revo-
lutionaryWar cannen and teaching
employees how to fire smooih-
bore muskets so they can re-enact
the battles of the Revoluticn.
“This camp life is damp and grub-
by,”" commented one Park Service
“soldier”. But he added: “The
experience We 2are gaining makes
it all worthwhile;” (iv) To unearch
new datz on the Colonial
archaeological digs are under way
in several historic park areas, in-
cluding Wakefield, the Virginia
plantation that was the birthplace
of George Washington, and Sara-
toga, New York, site of the 1777
battle that. was a turning point
in the Revolutionary War.
Another insttiution with an ex-
tensive menu for those with large
Bicentennial appetites.is the Smith-
sonian -Institution, - Says its Bicen-
tennial planner, Secretary S. Dillon
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- exhibits,

will re-

era,

Ripley: ‘A whole series of things —
happenings, publications
testaments to human curiosity and
just plain fun—will be awaiting
millions of American and visitors
from overseas at the Smithsonian
in Washingten during the Bicen-
tenn‘al year." For example: (a)
Exhibits galore: recreation of the
1876 Centennial Exhibition; 200
years of the design z2nd manufac-
ture of American clething; “A

Nation of MNations™, depicting
how  America was  settled —
at 30,000 square feet (2,700

square meters) the largest exhi-
bition in  Smithsonian history;
“America as Art"”, 200 years of
American painting drawing and
sculpture; a portrayal of black
American pioneers, exp'oresrs and
cowboys, of which there were
many; an exhibition demonstrating
the pervasive use of signs 2and
symbols in American city life; and
many more; (b) A brand new § 40
million Air and Space Museum whose
exhibits will trace the history of
flight from ancient balloons to
Apollo |1's landing on the moon;
(c) Several major research pre-
grams, including a directory of
American painting before 1914 and
a 20-volume Handbook of North
American Indians; (d) A special
Bicentennial edition of the Smith-
sonian’s annual Folklife Festival.
As a prelude, in 1975, the festival
took place under the banner, “Old
Ways in the New World,” with
participants from many other
countries.
(Te be Concluded)
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BUILDING A VILLAGE HOUSE—84

That Other-World

By Herbery Keuneman

It is difficult for any as town-
bred as l—and | am not particularly
town-bred—to realize the wvast-
ness and the substantiality of that
other-world which to the villager
is not only far more extensive
than this but also at least as real.
It may be that the younger gene-
ration (bred to newer fallacies
concerning reality) repudiate—no,
they do not think enough to repu-
diate; they are simply spiritually
indolent, so ignore—what their
fathers counted as’ real and rele-
vant s their physical environ-
ment, But if so, they repudiate—

Superstitions Gr Reality?

no, they ignere—their village-ness
as well, and ignoration 3 decidedly
a more depiorable privative than
even ignorance.

It isn't ignorance (is what | am
trying to say) leads to the ‘village’
frame of mind. Not necessarily.
It may, of course, spring from it;
but that is quite a different thing.
There are modern superstitions.
And if they seem less ridiculous
than the more ancient ones which
the village preserves, that is only
because they express themselves
in current terms. One can draw
2 no less erroneous conclusion
from an unthinking application of
what masquerades as physics—or
economics—as  from metaphysics.
And the unthinking metaphysician
is probably often nearer Truth
than the unthinking materialist.

To the extent that | myself am
of a metaphysical, transcendental
turn of mind | share a village men-
tality. lt must be that mentalicy
that set me off dissertating about
village’ superstitions by subjecting
me (who think myself above such
intellectual weakness) to a typi-
cally village emotional experience
tanikama, ‘aloneness’.

| believe that tanikama is a tech-
nical term in the glossary of the
viilage alienist: be he vedarala
or kattadiya, at this point the func-
tions of beth tend to merge. As a
technical term, tanikama describes
a quite well-defined syndrome, for
which modern psychiatry has ne
more insightful name than, 1 think,
hysteria. But there is in the village
term an acknowledgement of the
determinant which gives the ex-
perience its terror: the sudden
realization of ene's ultimate own -
isolation, beyond the reclevance of
any aspect of one's familiar envi-
ronment. A young girl goes to the
well alone and a dusk—she would
not, if sha were wise; for dusk
(2nd, strangely enough, high noon)
is the time for devils to be abroad;
dusk is ths mala-ira velava, the
Time of the Dying Sun—and lean-
ing over the parapet, to draw,
reflected in the invisible water
she sees nothing but endless depth
into which she could endlessly
fa!l beyond the power of the visible
world to hold her. And suddenly,
confronted by the absence of all
that she has counted familiar and
supporting; by the wunreality of
all but monstrous immensity; her
mind explodes, as her body would
if transported into outer space.
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g Soph?&ltfou Or Reality ?

“Ths is tanikama. And', last: n'ghts
* Veznnot tell why, | touched the
fringe of that normally mercifully—
inaccessible  hideous  -territory
where noth'ng but Nothing exists.
It was afier midpnglt and 1 was
seated at my favourite lockout
and there was ncthng io see but
““the long low lances of the wening

mocn lald on the dim tank water.

“and the famil ar silhouetie cf the
framing trees, and then suddenly—
i don’t kmow how to put this—
there was less than tlat fiitle,
less than that mnoth'ng, nothing
but the blazing, burnng mocn
as vast as infinivy and as imper-
sonally empey c<f concein with
me. Indeed, what was | kad dwind-
ded to vanishing-point: to locus
without magn tude. | had betier
end this totaly inacequate, this
fain'ly ridiculeus, relatien  here.
| cannot communicate the shock.
But | can state ihe 1errifying
glimpse of that cther-world, that
non-world, which the villager
knows better then L

| suppose it is in search of pro-
tecticn from an unwanied enligh-
tenment that turns my thoughts
persisien' ly now to the more ridi-
culous vil'age superstticns: those
that from my superior learn'ng
| can ea:ily browbent into appear-
ing even more irrztional then they
‘are. .
Dinga’s -feeding of her baby
provides me with.a few choice
examples. Maybe she doesn't, her-
self, subscribe 10 the belicfs; but
whether for safety’s sake or the
sake of domestic peace she ccn-
forms to the dictares cf her mother-
in-law who ceriainly does. She
mu-t never, but never, put l'iile
Nila to the bruast with the baby’s
ha r still damp frem her bath: ro
do so causes brencht's. | could
understand the prokhibiticn if it
app'ied 10 Dinga’s bath and D'nga’s
hair: 1o held a warm baby to a
still damp and cold body {for vil-
lage girls never wipe themselves
quite dry and ofien wear clothes
they have just wrung frem the
wash) might well bring on 2 chiil,
and damp hair exaggerate the
effect. But the supersiiricn has not
be n up-dated, so it doesn’t apply
to feed'ng with ariificial milk:
Nila may lie with no risk at all
in Ding'as cold camp afierbathe
lap and guzz'e Vita-Milk to her
heart’s con'ent. And Nila herself,
must be bathed at least three 1imes
‘a cay, even In the rawest weather,
or she will surely catch a .cold.
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Again, as a nursing mother Dinga
hould by rights never venture
abroad but under the proteciicn
of a plece of ircn. Such as a gira
(arecznut-slicer) or ke house
door-key. | den’t think she obser-
ves ihis precauricn; but wheiher
her - mother-in-law has lost faith
in it or has simply forgotten about

it |'am unable to say.

Perhaps ircn is losing its talis~
“‘mzpic properiies. Only the rodi

sécm to count ¢n 1t now; ‘manuksa-
{ek vage-ma arakiha katanava: it
ceps guard just like a humap-
be'ng. 'Nanda (a ‘good’ caste girl
who somehow married nio Leku-
rugama) solemnly assured me.
Wkhen | first lived in Ehetuwewa,
not cnly nursng-mcther  but
every livtie girl cr boy who sported
an ulcer—and that was pretty
nearly every liitle girl or boy—
kad a small key bound near the
wound to keep devils away.
Mother’s m'lk is hardly more at-
traciive to devils than ulcers are;
for the sp'r'is rejcice to gather
round and iniroduce d'rt and even
spicules of humzn bcne into the
open wotnd. Yei, the power of
ircn would seem to exiend beyond
the merely megical. My bete noir
Jayawardana Baas, who is a great
repository of vilage supersiiricns
(and whose brother is a science
teacher!) Is convinced there Is no
beiter ireztment for smake bie
than the bind ng cn of a magnet:
to begin with, just above the fang
wound, and then progressively
nearer and mearer the head, which
is where the venom beccmes
lethal, unt’l finally a small cpen'ng
can be cut in the scalp and the
evil humours allowed to dissifate.
‘It draws the blcod’, he explains.

But layawardena Baas knows of
at lessi cne other treatment just
as good. Many years 2go there
lived in a cave on Galgiriyakanda
2 cobra as long as a coconuf tree
and three times cne In girth. It
lives there still. (‘Have you secn
i1?’ "No, but | kave seen its track:
llke a dead buffale had becn drag-
ged alcng the greund.) At Kadu-
ruwewa at the foot of the hill
lived a vedarala both wise and
benevelent. One day m a dream
the nage-raja  appeared to the
laiter and begged his succour:
some supermzn (surely) had woun-
ded it n the head. On such zn
errand the vedarala was naturally
lcth to go; but h's grear bene-
volence finally moving him, he

set out; and his footsteps were
guided unerringly to the one cave
amongst thousands  which riddle
the 7-mile-leng hill in which the
mighty serpent mnested. He trea-
ted the awe-inspiring creature;
and en his leaving the grateful
cobra presented him with a small
brass sembirwd he was bidden fill

- from a spring within the cave,

returning to replenish it when-
ever it was empty. Should “any
man. the cobra promised, be in
danger of his life from snake bite
a draught from the little pot would
cure him. The vederala, and then
his descendants, have employed
this healing practice to this day.

‘Does the patient always recover?
| asked. ‘Always!’ answered laya-
wardana Baas firmly, ‘unless the
gods have orda‘ned that he should
die.'!

Byt the village gods, cnce eagerly
and regularly propitiated, are sel-
dom so grimly disposed; even
though they have suffered increas-.
ing neglect. (Today cne pins-cne's
faith on politicans:' though whe
shall say that, too, is not a supers-
titien of the rankest sort!)

The tutelary deity of Ehetuwewa
is Parakesa Bandara Mutta (‘muttg’
is ‘great—or great-great..—grand-
father’ and sugges:s a  deified
ancestor; but he is worshipped in
form as though he were Aiyana-
yakar: who is In fact, the delty
of all the Vanni). A generaiicn
ago there was a devala in his
honour under a large bo-tree half-
wa&v along below the tznk bund,
and the tree still siands 2nd the
god’s avuda—weapons—which are
his symbol are sitll preserved
amongst its reots; but when the
last ‘proper’ kepuva died ncne was
found to succeed him and the
old fape, a2 tiny structure, crum-
bled into ru'n; although occasicnal
propitiatory ceremon'es celebrated
by kapuralas invited from else-
where are still held and have served
to keep ‘the trad'ticn of the sacred
place, if only barely, alive. In the
days cf his power it was, the elder
villagers assure Me, far otherwise.
No man of the berava {Drummer)
caste dare pass the spct carrying
his bere—a frequent encugh ocen-
rrence, since the bera village of
Konwewa lies just at the bund's
far end—but he must stop and play
a pujo pade in the god’s homour:
else  his drumhead would split
at the next stroke of his hand.
No cart would pass without - the
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. driver's pausing to br-eak_- a.coconut -

. at the shrine, or cart and carter
: woud find themselves flung (visi-

: 3 !

+ venava) into the: tank. And the

~tank .is deep by the bundside!

= l'have only twice seen the Ehetu- -
‘wewa davaig=or, rather, the devala -

" -3ite; for, as | have said, no building

" stapds=n use:

when. the
a3 des-

g= oRe
Kaduruwewa: sarpa-vedd,

Ygendant of the. one | ‘have teld
“about; ‘offiziated

supererogatonily

‘to~bsing’ to an- especially auspi-

cious end 2 snake-bire cure he had
undertaken; and once at a Game'

" Manzalaya, a communal propitia-

tory ceremeny, not long ago an
annuil custom but now resorted
to onlys in unusual circumstances,
as then whon an unusually pro-
lonzed epidemic of deviyan ge Jeda

(D .i.ies' llin:sses—the Genciive s

" Oojactive—such as chicken  pox:

di tingaished by a pustular rash)
had swept the viliage. Both tock
place when my wiie and | lived

“Larg, in the early 1960s. The other

" intor

‘pant tor Chrisuanity.
" mefi; like the Great Gaisby, -re-

day | passed the site and it was
unaccustomedly swept and  gar-
nisted; but no ope | have met
seems to know whether this signi-
fiess a-devala revival in the near
fature. In some ways, and parii-
eularly afcer my last-night’s in.ight
clemental fear, | hope it
does: | r:alize the idea of 2 mulii-
plicity: of® capricious: and propi-
tiandous gods: is' irrelevant and
foreign to- Buddhism and nrepug-

But mos?

- gquire =n illusien to liver by. And,

" dork night.’

_a3: reascriably  as :
cwish: ‘It is.the heart of the village,

. baseless supertit’'en ofv mot, the

villgers had it onge: Afier -my

¢ shock my mind: went back: to a
Ueohversation |
. ween my wife and a group of the
tyillage boys.

remembered bet-

She had asked why the gam-
mandiya dogs suddenly howled and
ululated as often and apparentiy
czuselessly as they do. One cf them
answered: ‘Perhaps cthey bay the
moon.’ : '

‘No;' said my wife, ‘even on a

‘Ah, then'. they all agreed—
‘even ‘when the moon is bright’,

. the, first agmitted—'they see the
“devatoygs passing overhead.

‘But why not in the kada-mandiya?’

Covyowifé persisted, ‘where there
.are more scraps to quarrel over?
. Why in; the gammondiva?’

repled

whey
could

anyene,

“Well, naturally’,
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. before a. Magistraie or a

cuted

where the homes huddle closest,
that the coming and going of those

who guard them would be thickest.’ .

. I' remembzred this. And like
the degs, or Jacob at the ford
of Jabok or Elsha on Jordan bank
I had a ‘bref visicn of a: shining
traffic of the upper air, the cou-

-riers” of 3. goodwill beyond mens’

k ndness as- beyond. their power,

intecposed between my little house

by ithe water and the ravenous

" night.
® ™ #
IS IT COMING ?
Every Citizen A Lawyer-2

By An Ex-Cop.

IS AN INDIGENT VILLAGER whe
has an intzlligent son or daughter
who has either completed his or
her course in Arts or Science or
evenn the G.C.E. Advznced level
successfuliy to be denied the right
to read Law and appear in defonce
of anosther? ls it necessary that
these Rupee-less youngsters should
come to Colombo, pay high board-
ing fees, Law College fees etc.,
sweat through so many years,
“Devil” for a Senior, serve ‘appren-
ticeship. peried before they can
enjoy the privilege of appearing
Istriey
Judge! There is cnly one Law
vollege and. thet is in the METRO-
POLIS.. In most pares of our Coun-
try, the language of our’ Courts
ils. the Official Language. Why

- cannet these young Ppersons, whe,

on their own study Law, be given
the opportunity of earning their

living in some. meagre Wway at
leasii
The Honourable Minister of

Justice has, quiie rightly, pointed
out th2t 'Most of the cases in tha
Magistrate’s Courts and, indeed.
even in the District Courts relate
to or arise from problems 2nd
dispLtes which are commen to
rurzl Socicty. He has again, with
much perspicacity, correctly and

" pragmazically “assessed the position

by pointing out that *‘questions
of Law rarely if ever arise and
NONE of these matters are BE-
YOND the understzand ng of or
are ipsapable of soluticn By the

ORDINARY CITIZEN'.

s aft Ex-Cop who has prose:-
in. the Magiziraie’s Courts
r abeut thiry yetars, ol ezn say that

The- v

ne Police. Officer worthy of his
salt will dare deny .his and agree
wich the Minister of lusiice when
he adds that the intervention  of
the Lawyer only tends to”” PRO-
LONG proceedings and. INTENSIFY

-the dispute. | have watched, very
‘emipent’ ‘Lawyérs who have leyied

very lLigh fees, appearing in. Court,
bullying wlinesses apd even bam-
boozling some of the Police Offigers

.-who a.e net very well up in their

Law. Some of these ‘l:aang’ law-
yers have even resorted to ““ques-
cionable” methods which are only
too well known to the Police
Officers who appear in Court to
conduct cases for the prosecution.
iam—if | may in lighter vein be
permiited to refer to the story—
forcibly reminded of the incident
whon the lidge caulloned a wic-
ness to speak che truth. The hap-
lecs and  helpless. winess, wno
had been subject vo a very ‘severe’
cross-examinaticn, turped a des-
perate eye and most appealingly
replizd I am trying to speak the
TRUTH, SIR but the Lawyer will
not lst me.”

I CAN ANTICIPATE the chief
objections that can be raised by
thoss with vested interests, the
pundi's cf the Legal Profession,
the ‘MOGULS" who claim that
pleading for a client is their sole
pre-rogative, and even the doyens
of the Law College tutorial staff
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The Youth

and the -GRAND COGNOSCENTES
.of the Law Fuculyy of our Lniver-
“ sity. One of them is that a civilizn
pleader will not be able to muiniain
the rracitions of the Legal Profes-
sion, conduct himself with that
aignity and decorum of a TRAINED
LAWYER. Quite frankiy, | cznonot
think of a more supinely illegical
reascning than this.

"‘Qur Legal System, very foriu-
nately, is such that there are Judges
of the various COURTS who will
not enly mentain  ihe highest
traditicns of the Law but will also
ensure most effecrively that all
pariicipants  before  them in
any proceeding adhere to them.
It weuld be relevant for me to relste
how 2 Judge, who lzter adorned
the Supreme Court, ‘quictened’
a very famously vociferous Legel
‘Eagle’ by zn appropiiately perem-
ptory remarki— “In this Ceurt,
Q.C.C. and P.C.C. will be treaied
al-ke as lcng as they maintain the
traditicns of their professions.”
| weuld also not hesitate to relate
the .incident when a certain Q.C.
who had levied his “four-figure
fee' on each of the day’s proceed-
ings in-a Trial which lested over
three weeks keeping away from
Court MERELY because his fea
for that particular day had nect
been paid. The Judge had :aken
his seat. The honourable and dis-
tinguished Offizers of the Crown
who are now most admirably dis-
pensing justice as Judges of the
Supreme Court had their tzken
their seats. The Accused who were
facing very serious charges had
been brought in.

(To be Continued)
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Inania

Police Policy
By INNA

If you don’t want the effect,
rcot out the <cause. Simple and
plain enough.

The newpapers of the week [-6
March were all about Police tac-
tics and tragedies, of people who
were jailed and bailed all in three
-21 days: of questionings and mourn-
ings in homes and townships. But

of this, that and
the other

v L

isn’t this.the way things usually
move?

Governments of some  South
Asiapn countries adopt repressive
measures, police surveillance, legal
restriccions and precautions when
things are not quite well in tha
upper Tegions. Recent restrictive
police measures weve taken by the
Malaysian Government in the wake
of youth demonstratiens in Sydney
when Tun Razak went to Australiy.

Governments have become cons-

cious of youth power. 5gman
Rhee was overihrown by Youth
in Korea. Kiuikachorn was sent
out of Thailand by social pressure
of youth; the Malacanang grounds
of the presidenial pzlace in the
P'pines were atlacked by youth
rior to the clampdown of Marial
aw in 1971. There was a youth
uprising in our own coluniry scme
years ago and the bloodbath still
sends up herrors in the minds of
mary. Student demonstrations took
place in .Japan, Malaysia and, in
other Asian countries. Think on,
back into history and you wil
see the 1830 and 1848 Revolutions
in_Europe ail supportea by young
students and artisans. All is not
well since that time onwards. Be-
canse greed has increased among
some adults, some youth have
to suffer to set things aright,
perhaps.

Young people are full of zest
for life and operness for good.
They sense it early and they aie
critical of the doublefzced hypocrisy
of so many adults taken singly and
together. Sixty percent cf Asia are
youth, generally being dictated to,
by unseeing men (and women}
who belong to the other 40%.
Youth, growing, amidst the urban
squalor cannot bear to see painted
signboards with the words: “'Keep
the city clean”, when really they
should = have read: “‘Keep our
hearts clean, away from filthy lucre
which builds five-star hotels in pcor
under-nuurished and never-to-be deve-
loped countries.” **Be true to your-
self and empty your hearts cf evil
rather than punish your conscience
for emptying a waste-paper basket
on to the Galle road.”

At Malaysia's “BISA Il for the
Catholic bishops, bishop Labayen,
a Carmelite, asked very forth-
rightly:

“Is youth power sumething to be

suppressed  today? or something

to be volued and properly chan-
neled? In the drive of youth for

. thing analog.ca

social change where do.we place
‘ourselves? Can the .youth find' in
the <institutiona) Church o place
for their dreams and vision of
sacisty they would like, for their
tomorrow?”  (BISA pepers p. 3)

This could be said: these’ ques-
tions were primarily for the chris-.
tian . community. Couldn’t some-
be asked for and .
from the youth of the ccuniry? .
Why shou'd -only tatholic bishops
be bothered about youth? In fact,
Narcbi shows that the WCC of
churches too was and is bothered
about Ycuth. Couldn't cur local
dayaka sabhas, Asoka bank’s society,
our YMMAs and YMBAs and YMCAs
and YMHASs and the forward-looking
Ramakrishna mission get down io
being on the preventive side of Youth
troubles rather thapn merely on
the curative sidel it may well be
that this is too utopian, but then
sociology speaks tcday of opera-
tive uioplas, decesnt it? If you
dont want the effect, reot out the
cause. Then, on policy we'll lay icas
blame. at the door of the police.

& & -

ENTEBBE

The East is West and the West
is West. And the ‘iwain shall ne’er
meet....is a dictum that con-
tinues to be vald at so meny
levels, so many dimensicns and
¢n so miny maiters even today.
Take the recent episode at
Entebbe. Hiiacking is bad. So |
is the exploiiaticn of poor and
develep'ng countiies who are
compelled to sell their raw
materials cheap. and buy indus-
trial goods at fanuasiically high | -
prices : so Is the exacting of high |-
prices for technolegical know-
bow and unconscionakle interest
for capital. But what of ahe Israeli
raid on Entebbe to rescue hos- | -
tages? Is it not:worse than |.
hijacking ¥ The USA and some
Western countiies support the
Isrzeli acticn and. raise a red
herring about hijacking. -Most
third world eountries; includng
Sri Lanka, - have -condemned
Isracli actien (these' who - have
not known- to _be tied to the
aprong strings of the West). ‘And
so the cenfrontation® goes on—
and will go en_untll a new
intern-ticnal (and pol tical) order
is brought into be ng.
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Confidentially
Colombo’s Water

IS IT NOT TRUE that the current
water cut in Colombo has openzd
a Pandora’s bex releasing all the
minl-watargate evils  which had
accumtloted in hearti'nd of the
c'ty's Municipal  administration?
That in this connecton, the
Observer, 22/6{76, lad 2 piece
entitled CITY'S WATER CUT
NOW 22 DAYS OLD? That the
report (by Nicholas Cendappa)
read as follows: '“ths water cut
in Colimbo and the saburbs enters
its 22nd day tcday with the situation
in Labugamao and Kalatuwewa wor-
sening and the hardships of the
residents in  the city increasing:
Colombo's -Mayor, Mr. A. H.

Fuwzie, said today that the present
situation had arisen az a result of
the carelesness of the authorities:
‘I warned that it was necessary to
bring in a water cut a few hours
a day as for bock .as February this
year. He said that the warning went
unhzeded by certain bireatcrats (who)
hkad remarked that, that was usual
every year ond that the monseon would
come in on time preventing a break-
down of water supplies to the pa-ple;
‘as a result of this ottitude of the
authorities we hod to enforce the
20 hour water cut which | am fully
oware is causing untold hardships
to the pe~ple,” Mr. Fowzie emphasized:
the throttles at the service reser-
voirs. at Maligakande, Elie Hsuse
ond Dehiwela were now opened to
full pressure during 5 am and 9 am,
but people in most creas especially
thase in elevated areas do not get
water: meanwhile the Colombo
Municipal Council has started a
bowser water service. Over 400 such
bowsers have been hired for Rs. 300
a day by the CMC to carry water
to the people: the Mayor said that
there was no possibility of changing
the hours of water cut nor providing
relief to the people in any other
way: ‘I think that the water cut will
have to go on for a long time before
we will be in a position to relax,’
the Mayor said."'? That there is no
doubt that the Mayor has said
a mouthful? That readers will recall
that iwmediately the water cut
had been impsed by Ministrv,
the Mayor had told a newsman
that a water cut could have been
avoided! That he had not at that
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time  mentiened how it could hava
been avoided, but many had got
the impress'on that the cut was
to unnecessar ly made so severe
wlih the sinsiter and davilich
plan  of ‘“conserving water for
the non-aligned Summit”? That
it took a long time more for peo-
ple to realise that there was really
no water in the reservo'rs z2nd
that the Ambatale pumping was
not immediately capatle of pumping
more water! That it had taken
mezny months for the Mayor 10 blame
some unnamed ‘‘authorities” for
the present mess? That he has gone
so far as to say that he tad
“warned” the authoric'es as early
as Fabruary that the water should
be cut for a short time everyday?
That his request or advise had
been ignored by the *‘authoriiies”?
That it would have been helpful
if the Mayor had, in February
itself, made public aware this un-
helpful attitude of the “‘authe:i-
ties””? That it is not too laie even
now for the Mayor to make
known the “‘authoriiies” who had
placed such faith In the Mecnsocn’
(which has been erraiic during
the last few years)? That these

* “authorities’ should be placed on

trial before the bar of public opi-
n'en for the'r neglig.nt atiiiude
tan'amount consiruct ve saboiage?
That by the time this appears in
print it will over 50 days since the
water cut begun? That the release
of water has bern ‘ncreated to six
hours, from 4 am to 10 am? That
on June 30, aga'm Nicholas Can-
dappa in the Observer, had repor-
ted that Acting Minisier of Local
Government. Mr. P. B. G. Kalu-
galle, had stated that “Colombo
residents will get eight hours of
water on tap before the weeck nd™?
That the “weekend” In question
was July 3-4, but the water supply
had iacreased by only hours,
in spite of the proud claim of the
Minister ‘““that he was guarantee-
ing the residents of Colombe ten
hours of water on tap from 4 am
to 2 pm?” That the Minister had
earlier promised eight hours of
water, but on June 30th he had
said that it would be 10 hours of
supply? That right up to the time
of writing these notes, the 10

hours supply is st'll a mirage-l'ke
d’'sant dream? The Minister had -

also told the Observer reporter
that '‘we were expect'ng some
pumps and spares yesterday and
once these are intalled it would
be possible to give Colombo resi-

Munlclpal Enigma

dents ten hours of water”? That
whilst the Minister was making
this boasifui claim (remember that:
Minister Kahigalle had once in a
speech stated that within a short
time Sri Lanka would be one of
the richest countries in Asia be-
cause of Pesalai  oil, Mahaweli
waters and L.nd Reform), official-
ef the Waerworks Departmens
in Colombe, according to the same
news report in ihe Obseiver, were
‘not sure that there will be mora
heurs of water supply from next
menth' (e July)? Trat it is zlso
uceful place e¢n record what these
cfficicls had tcld the QObserver re-
porter? That a ‘‘scnior coffical” of
the CMC said: ‘This is impossible
We cannct g've mere water on
tap unl:ss there s more ruin in
the catchment areas’. The officials
added that there was no possi-

bility of providng more water
frem the Kclani River through
the Ambata'e Pumping Stauen.

He said ihat the treatment tank
was working at full capacity and
if mcre watir was to be pumped
threugh “ the same mains, fish,
dredge, etc, would zome through
the pizl.incs, (he cluimed). That
the ppelines lhad the capacity
to carry cnly 12 millon gallens
of water daily and 7.5 millicn
gallons were be‘ng pumped threugh
these pipelnes. It was possible
to pump en addiciensl 4.5 millicn
gallons cf waier dzily, but this
capnct bz dona because the Treat-
ment  Plent  there cannot  cope
with any addiional water supples’,
the official said. The Observer
report, then, went on fo report
that “meanwhile, leading engi-
neers claim that the present 20
hour cut in Colombo was need-
less. They say that it could be
overcame simply by installing
three I2-inch pumps and two
l4-inch pumps at the Ambatale
Pumping Station. This would
mean an additional 15 million
gallons of water daily for dis-
tribution in Colombo. They
claim that the water mains
leading to Colombo have a capa-
city of 20 million galions, but
only 5 million gallons are being
pumped through them. The
engineers also say that the
chlorination of the water coulid
be done at the Elie House Re-
servoir. ‘This is a 24 hour job
and the pumps could be loaned
from the government . depart-
ments?

SERE- e
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Registerad as a Newspaper in Sri Lanka

agent does. If you've never
heard of a travel agent before,
have never used one, or ever
plan to do any traveling—busi-
ness or pleasure ~then this ad s
meant for vou,

chan r
goia E‘aminsmx{ of Pocanello.

But thete are no hedden
charges, You'll know about a:z
charges bcfm-eynu'recharg 5

I you are ever charged.

ust thiree mi read-

ing now could save you a lot of

time and money larer, And

we're all interested in maoney,
aren't we?

What you get for anthing.

The travel agen: s 2 cen-

tral source for all tavel in-

formation and reservations,

Really 2 one-siup travel center

‘Who pays?
Travel agents are paid a
© ission by the airkand or
seagarmers they book you with,

by mast hotels, car rental com-
panies and sightseeing tour
Operatos.

Why? Economics. Conve-
nience, There are more than
9,000 ravelagencies in the LS.

where vouw want ta go, stay at
the righ:dpl‘!cﬁ. pay the right
preces and pet the most for your
ey And ot be furious with
the relative who gave you a
bum steer.

Why it's better to with

‘;mglngmtm

yuour Uncle Haroid,

Unless your Uncle Har-
oldsaravel agenc.

Chances are, your travel
agent has been where you want
v Maybe your incle hasioo.

But the travel agent has
the latest facs. He can tell you
that the new Paris Plaza is now

Most aitlines, for
couldn't affard to have 9,000
i office d

“He can make reservations
with airlines, cruise ship lines,
bus lines, most hatels, cir rent.
als and even sightseeing trips.

He can arrange visas, n-
surance, travelers checks, and
tickets 1o the Plaza Del Toros,
“The Met, The Mets, Nets or
Jets. He can arrange grou
taurs for archeologists, al-
wi.cimists and architeets, inde-
Lu:nden: tours far those who

ike 10 go it alone, foreign
. and domestic excursions and
straight business tr
e can also m'gl&yau what
o wear, what @ see, what and
whit not 1o cat - and whether
you should drink the water,

Say you're flving 1o New
York. You could gevaticket and
recommendations on 2l of the
2bove for the same price vou
pay for the ucket alone. That's
the difference 3 travel agent
an make,

All for nothing? All for,

ng.

What you !‘waomﬂhinf.
~You mg:( have to pay or

exceptions like an

the country. This way, the air-
lines pay the travel agent when
he delivers passengers, and
donft pay him when he doesi,
Farenough.

Soit naturally figures that
the travel agent is going to oy
to sell you the most i

under new g andis
nothing like the Paris Plaza
Uncle Harold stayed in a
month ago. Because it's his
business i know.
1f he doesn't know fram
fiesthand experience, he
knows the right people w ask.
Sohe'’s been aroand.
" And how do Uncle Har-
id et s

wrave] package he cun, nghi?

Wrong. The travel agentis .

out to make you happy, not the
airline or cruise thip.

.. Becausehe wants you back.
So b Lonest with your travel
agent. Hecin'tarrangea cham-
pagne vacaton ona beer bud-

“get. Bur he can get you a lo

more for your biick than you
yourseli can arrange. Because
thars his business.

And the ravel agent is niot
a mind reader. 1T you say vou
wantasecluded o weeks away
fromtall in Tahi, and you're
bored alfter a day and would
rather have the two weeks in
Vepras, dont blame him.

\‘\ﬂ\oﬂwﬂduaeahvdaslnﬂ
Business travelers. Vaca.
tion traveler . Kids being sent
togmndmathers, Grandmoth-

itinerary, extended or inde-
pendent arrangements, late

e, Anyone who travel
A travel agent is the sim-
Plest, most efficent way to Bet

Ot of & uevies of tres Iraves iehe apcracred by Alasa Ariinos.

- be canceile

kup?
Before a travel agency
manager can hang his s ﬁnﬁt

on the door, or write tekets,
must have received an appaoint-
ment from the Air Traific Con-
ference(ATC)or International
Air_Transport Association
(IATA), the International Pas-
senger Ship Associaton, and
others. This appointment re:
{Guires at least two years of full-
ime experience in (!’E&I]ng.
generating and promoting pas-
senger transportationsalesand
services and at least one year's
experience in airline ncketing

and reservations,

bout finandil responsi-
bl fad you asked. A travel
agent is bonded for at least
$10,000. That's a lot of travel
insurance, He must pay his bill
to the airline in full every ten
days—or his appeintment may
e dp g:ﬂ the ATC or
TATA. That means he would

__ l}gylon EXpress — WoRLD TRAVEL
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ot be allowed 10 issue tickets
on any airline, That's nota
threat. That'sa promise,

In addigon, travel agents
take many of those glamorous

FLZALON s every year,
The difference h]::wncn your
g'amcrnmh‘ipzndhhisdlalﬂll
i i, he maycheck out fiveor
six hiotels inone day. Helooksar
singles, doubles, twins, suites,
restaurants, hars, convention
Facilities, kinchcm.ch:ﬁd.a_nmp
agement-all ina single dayina
fﬁﬁ:udztﬂmmu}gmheﬁm
for hirm, but thar’s not the pur-
Fosc. 165 10 miake a beuer l:;?
or you. Would your Uncle
Harold dothat for you?

One more thing. I you do
have a travel agent and you do
have problems on your trli'&

ol have a bmf::ﬁ P
solver, Because, believe us,
we listen ntravel agents. When
thiey have s robilem, we have a
problem and those problems
get sofved. Inahurry,

How do you choose:
. wtravel agent?
You would asgk that
tion. Choosing the right wravel
nt s like chooding the
octor, lawyer, a;c_::tecl or
CPA—except your, agent.
dncm'lcwytr::n}'ﬂﬁn'g.
Your best het is'to shop
around. Ask friends. Look in
the Yellow Pages.
agents who special
destinations you choose. There
are mom ai agents, Glant
tioen aj;’gls. Spedalista
usiness and particular
coun Cies. Package tour spe.
i

Caoose one that you're
comfprtable with, But which-
ever you choose, you'll be fur.
ther alead if you do go witha
travelagent.

And what have you got 1o
lose? Nothing.
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