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To Appammah,

Visiting Appammaah and Thatha for the first time was very
special, Sri Lanka won’t ever be home to me but it gave me a lot
*more context to my existence seeing where Dad and everyone grew
upf Appammah was already pretty frail but she was very much a
larger than life character for someone so miniature, (I'will be forever
in awe of how she had 9 children which clearly took it’s toll!)
I can’t remember how the daily egg coffee became a morning ritual
but I have a very strong memory of her directing the making of it
and putting a careful measure of brandy in at the end. Drinking
this for breakfast whilst she’d tell me stories about her time
teaching, stories about my dad growing up and her general musings
on life. I enjoyed how she tried to rule the roost and have a handle
on exactly what was going on in the household despite being pretty
hard of hearing and having terrible cataracts! I tried to coax her
out for a turn around the compound every now and again but she
was incredibly stubborn so it was not an easy feat. She told my
mum once, that despite having 9 children, her husband came first
and their symbiosis and devotion to each other was ever apparent
and I can’t really imagine one without the other. The world becomes
a lot smaller as you get older, particularly when you lose your
mobility and your memory starts to falter, but I have always felt
when visiting Ammamah and Thatha that they had a full life with
cach other despite this, thanks to each other’s company. always
enjoyed the ceremony of the evening eye drops, which I was
allowed to take over the duty of given my medical training (which
didn’t stop me making rather a mess of it at first.) I’ll always
remember the warmth and cheekiness of her smile which lit up
her face and her joyous laugh, I’'m sad that I never knew her in her
prime but I can imagine her a force to be reckoned with and an
excellent teacher. She was always reminding me to take care of
my mum, dad and grandparents when I left and I hope she knew
how much she was often and ever present in my thoughts though a
world away and where she will remain.

Loving, Thulasi Naveenan
-13-
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A page for my priceless parents

I just woke up in my Colombo house and hear the Jaffna
5.18 train toot the horn. It was a family decision that the nine
children of Ponnambalam Navaratnam and Komathyamma
Navaratnam will pen a page and full of thoughts as a tribute to
their parents whilst they are in the land of living. -

I am the eldest daughter of the Navamathy household. I
count myself as the most precious, fortunate, and the prized
possession of my parents, to the envy of the other eight siblings.
[ was born on 11.1.1955, my parents losing their eldest child, a
still-born girl and my eldest brother succeeded her. I was named
Nalini after the Goddesses of beauty.

As far as my memory goes, 1 had a great childhood and
had all the attention being the first-born baby girl. My grandmother
always thought that I was a well-structured child with sharp features
like Meenadchi Amman, the dark deity and a renowned beauty.
Ammachchi was our Mother Theresa, having raised all the nine
grand children single-handedly due to my mother being a teacher.
She loved as all, but the apple of her eye was my eldest brother,
which fact will not be disputed by my other siblings. This is also
now known as the Eldest child syndrome.

My father being an employee of the irrigation Department
was a typical weekend dad and worked in various parts of Sri Lanka. -
However, he had the strength to monitor all the kids in absentia.
We were for all intents and purposes, under military rule, which
when I think of now, is what moulded the boys in the family to be
all-rounded human beings excelling in their studies. Discipline at
the Navamathy household was “a little too much” as far as the
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girls were concerned. Nevertheless we had our fun and frolic, in
his absence of course.

I'started schooling at the age of three since my mother was
a teacher at Kamalasani Vidyalayam. We go to school with
Thambiah Annai, in his car, a luxury at that time. My mother always
had a vision for us and will never settle down for less. Be it our
clothes, our behaviour,.or the choice of school, which was no easy
task. She was always well dressed, admired, and respected as an
English Teacher.

Later she was transferred to Drieberg College,
Chavakachcheri, and I followed suit. Drieberg College had great
standing for studies, and | studied there up to grade 8. My mother
thought that the boys must be sent to St.John’s College, JafTha.
She left no stone unturned to secure admission for my eldest brother,
who was very clever. I was sent to Vembadi Girls High School, the
best in Jaffna for girls, for which I am ever grateful.

Vembadi gave me a well-rounded education and it was my
then Principal who prevailed upon my mother that I should study
law, a rare field at that time for a Jafina girl.

My mother is an achiever. She made every effort to send
the application one day before the closing date though I did not
want to study law. However, because of her effort, | became a
lawyer at the age of 22 when my contemporaries were still in the
university studying to become doctors.

I had all comforts while at home, at Vembadi hostel and
later at Law College. I still remember my father depositing my
fees and hostel fees in a savings book prior to my leaving home to
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go to Colombo. My elder brother was then at the Peradeniya campus
and was on a bursary and used to ask me for some money. I used to
travel Firstlass in the Express train in air-conditioned comfort and
would be picked up from the Chava station by car. Such was my
lifestyle at Navamathy.

I now count it as a blessing to have chosen the field of law
which helped me to have a very comfortable life and enough
resources to educate my boys. .

My siblings envy me even now because I had the best of
everything, but I retort by saying that I never failed their
expectations.

My father was a fireball. He was a great sportsman, and
the boys were even better. He was proud of his boys and is still
respected to have brought up the six boys well.

This is the only reason for him being in good health even
now. He lived for his family, sacrificing his comforts but it paid
great dividends. The Navaratnam boys have a very good name in
society and none of them brought any disgrace to the family.

The ethnic crises made all my siblings leave the country
and they were away from the shores of Sri Lanka. My parents
Unlike the other parents did not want to be a burden to any of their
children or the in -laws and remained in Sn Lanka enduring great
unsung grief,

My sister Shanthy and Vasanthy stayed with my parents
for a longer period, since I left for Colombo after marriage and
will have their stories told.

-16-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



My dear brothers Anna, Nirmalan, Vasanthan, Prabaharan,
Shanthan and Roopan will have a lot to say in their chapters.

My siblings are my strength and support always, and [ am
very proud to be their eldest sister. They have been a shoulder to
cry on in times of need and are a bundle of joy in happy times. My
husband and my boys are really surprised and amused at the meeting
and quarrels we have. But they are always kept at bay. In concluding
my page, I would say without any reservation that my parents are
the best of the best in the world. They gaveme everytlnng I'wanted
at the time it was needed

My salutations at their lotus feet.
Thank God for this great blessing.

Nalini Kaneshayogan
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Ammamma, it has been a year since you have been gone.
I'm trying to put down on this page some of the things I wish 1
could have told you, and some of the things I've learned in that
time.

[ don’t remember you as a typical grandmother. By being
my only grandmother you were literally peerless. As a woman who
had a career, you were different to most of the grandmothers I was
familiar with. However, this never felt unusual. Your daughter -
my mother - worked as a lawyer and still does. Her sisters - your
daughters - always worked too. As a child, I experienced the
consequences of the hard choices women with careers have to
make. For example, growing up, I didn’t comprehend why my
mother worked while most of my classmates” mothers didn’t.
Looking back, I realise she, or you would not have had it any other
way.

While we did not spend a lot of time together, I'd like to
think 1 made the most of the time we did. I will miss the chats
around our shared love of reading, the tales of your journey into
teaching, your upbringing and the ones about your children. When
Ammaachchi passed, you kept her memory alive in some of those
tales like 1 hope to with my own children.

A few stand out memories of our conversations are the ones
about how you came to marry Thaaththa, the story of how my
mother and father met, and my personal favourite, the one where I
asked if you would move to the UK with my family and me. I still
hear the “chee. poda”™ in your exasperated tone of voice at the end
of it after diplomatically batting away my enquiries for so long.
That is a story I always laugh at when it’s brought up either by my
wife, or I. I knew you would never leave Thaaththa for anything in
this world. I can now confess it was always him who put me up to
it.

- 18 -
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In addition to these stories, I have the stories I’ve heard of
you from your children, and of those who knew you. These stories
helped me put together a picture of your life. Your early years were
difficult. You were not born fortunate, but achieved great things
by dint of your hard work, the help of your formidable mother, and
with the help of people around you who saw your potential. With
encouragement from them, you forged a career that touched many
lives. You raised a family during a time of great danger and
difficulty. In a time where it would have been enough to keep a
family alive, you ensured that they thrived.

Time was not kind to you in the final years of your life. But
death is not the end. £

You are my mother’s work ethic. Your wilful spirit is with
us every time I talk to my aunts and uncles. You are the person I
tell my daughter about when she asks what it means to be strong.

Though you are gone, our memories of you will always
endure.

I can imagine how you would feel at thought of us writing
* this down. You were not much for maudlin displays of emotion,
but you were never unkind. It makes me think you’d forgive me
the indulgence of missing the birthday card I’d usually get from
you every year this year and for the ones that remain.

My family and I will always hold your memory close to our hearts.

Dhananjayan Kaneshayogan

Ex 24
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My first memory of Ammamma , is of her embrace.
She’d hug you and kiss at the same time, but funnily her kiss was
more like a sniff of your cheek than an actual kiss. I later found
out that this was actually how children were kissed by our female
relatives in Chava.

Akin to most of the members of the family, I didn’t
experience that embrace frequently and for years to come, but
nevertheless was always certain of her affection every year when I
received a birthday card almost always a few days early. One of
the best moments was getting that card and reading her beautiful
flowy handwriting wishing me well. I took great pride in keeping
the card upon my study table and preservedp her birthday cards to
read them whenever I got the chance.

As the years rolled by, Amma would narrate stories of
Ammamma’s childhood which stands testament to her absolute
resolve and determination. The circumstances she endured in her
formative years would’ve made most children yield but clearly,
this was no ordinary child. The provenance of her mental fortitude
was probably Ammachchi’s nuture and Ammachchi remains an
absolute LEGEND in everyone’s book!

Ammamma being the voracious reader she was, spared no
effort in ensuring that all her children and grandchildren alike were
more than comfortable with the Queen’s language. 1 can state
without any reservation whatsoever that this single aim has
benefitted every member of this vast family. My uncles and aunts
who had the added pressure of being the progeny of an English
teacher throughout their lives are probably nodding their heads in
agreement as they read this. I must confess however, that I do give
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my mother a lot of grief on the odd occasion where she
mispronounces an English word for this very reason..

As 1 write this, I can’t help but picture the usual sight of
Ammamma holding the newspaper with both hands in her own
inimitable style with her head slightly tilted upward as she read in
the hall at Navamathy. This was probably the only break that she
took during the day, before returning to bossing people around at
home.

Ammamma was also quite the fashionista and owned
several stylish sarees which my mom and aunts always had their
eyes on. The sight of Ammamma dressed up for temple was simply
iconic! Perfectly combed hair, massive gold Thali dangling with
gold sovereigns, immaculately draped saree and red pottu on her
forehead. Her presence at the temple was no ordinary one. Every
god and human present on the day would hear her sing her heart
out. Komathi teacher was certainly a force to be reckoned with.
It’s not easy for a grandchild to worry about the safety of his
grandparents who were stuck in the middle of a brutal civil war
for decades. At the height of the war, I’d have to wait with baited
breath for mom to tell me that Ammamma and Thaaththa are safe
and that some kind soul had called them to inform us of their safety.
Several years later, I remember travelling alone to Jaffna to surprise
Ammamma and Thaaththa on New year’s eve. She’d always ask

‘me what 1 wished to eat and make sure I ate well. But our
conversations dwindled as time went by as her hearing started to
wane. Being the proud Jaffna Tamil lady that she was, she simply
refused to use the hearing aids that her children would send for
her. I'm glad that I can recall, with a smile on my face, the several
times she told me “poda™ when I would sit beside her and ask her
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to use the hearing aid. However, I did find it peculiar that her sense
of hearing seemed far from impaired when it came to juicy tidbits
of information.

As Ammamma grew older she mastered the art of bossing
her husband around with remarkable ease. Though Thaathha would
complain from time to time, he’d always be beside her when she
shouted “Appa”. This was probably his way of paying his dues to
a lady who bore him nine children and stood by him through the
best and worst of times.

Ammamma in many ways was a modern day woman who
was educated, employed and raised wonderful human beings whom
I am privileged to have known as My uncles and aunts. My
grandmother’s achievements are rare in as much as they are
perpetual in nature. My foregoing statement is buttressed by the
fact that she was a highly respected teacher who taught an
invaluable language to hundreds of students, and empowered them
to find employment all over the world. One such student was Mr.
Gnanathasan, Additional Soliciter General at the Attorney General’s
Department at the same time I functioned as a State Counsel. It
was humbling to always hear him speak about my grandmother
who he held in high esteem. The second student is my trailblazing
Neurosurgeon aunty Vathana, who was supposedly and most likely,
her favorite student. They shared a very obvious and unique bond
which was always heartwarming to see. Ammamma always had a
thing for high achievers, but that didn’t stop her from also bossing
Vathana aunty around Navamathy!

She would often repeat herself to me on the phone and in
person that she had done everything she wished to in life, and was
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waiting for her time to go. Such a statement may seem a tad grim
to some of us, but I truly believe that there’s no better proof of a
life well lived and one without regrets, and 1 admire her for that
and hope that all of us are blessed to feel the same before our time
comes.

o In conclusmm I can unequivocally state that Ammamma’s
 children, grandchildren and students alike, never stopped their
pursuit to be better, and have successfully passed this trait onto
their children and THIS IS her undying legacy and for that I am
certain that all of them join me in saymg that we are cternally
grateful.

Dhanushan Kaneshayogan
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To our dearesi Ammamma,

I will always fondly remember how devoted you were to
your grandchildren. Always making sure we ate well whenever
we visited you. You would carefully supervise anything that came
out of the kitchen and that everything was cooked to perfection. 1
will never forget your little brandy bottle that you would pour into
a Marmite jar so that you could make your special “egg coffee”,
which had the magical powers to cure any ailment. You also made
sure that you tracked down your (favourite) grandchildren and sent
them a birthday card wherever they were.

I loved to listen to your stories about all your children every
time we visited, and it will be so strange to not hear you tell them
again, or hear you sing old songs on request, or see you sat at the
verandah with your thick glasses on, readmg the paper. We will
miss you deeply.

Harikesh Kaneshayogan

& Ak

Ammamabh, it’s a shame we weren’t able to see you as much
as we had hoped to, however we cherish all our moments with you
and carry you in our hearts.

Sharmini Ragunathan

* % *
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Amma, I do not know where to begin, your passing has
left an emptiness in my heart.

You lost your father at a young age and you were raised by
Ammachi all alone.

Ammachi, unfortunately, did not have any access to
education during her time. Ammachi, however, was a strong woman
and she worked hard to provide you with great education. Soon
enough, you became Ms Komathy; the English teacher whom
everyone in Chavakachcheri loved very much.

Amma, you always encouraged me to work hard to achieve
big things and I have emulated this with my girls too. I remember
when you visited the UK and stayed with me and my family. It
was the first time you had met my children and I was so grateful
for the time you spent getting to know them. We were able to take
a lovely picture together, which is now hanging in my living room.
It brings me the most happiness seeing your smiling face every
day.

Unfortunately, I was not able to see you or be with you on
your last days but I want to thank you for giving us so much joy
and peace over the past thirty years. I am so proud to call you my
Amma and I will love you forever.

Vasanthi Jeyapalan — Daughter

3k

- 25 -

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Ammama even though we didn’t spend much time
together, you will always checked in on us whenever possible
and sent us birthday cards every year. We love you and miss you
and your memory will always stay with us.

Nishani Jeyapalan, Shivani Jeyapalan
{Grand daughters)

EE 2 3
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To My beloved Mom

We arc nine siblings and I was born as number six in the
family. I could remember few things from my childhood. When I
was four, I used to follow your English classes and sit beside you
in the classroom at Drieberg College, Chavakachcheri. T was not
allowed to talk while you were teaching even though it was borin g
and hard for me 1 had to obey that. I remember answering to your
questions that I was not supposed to. I still remember your strict
look at me when 1 did that. It is funny to think about it now. I am
thankful Amma that you taught me how to behave. Being with
you while you were teaching your students in elocution and drama
was fun and that lit up my interest in elocution. At home, you
trained us in elocution and my eldest sister and I were good and
won prizes. | remember how proud you were of us. I remember all
the rehearsals where we had to present the poems/speeches to dad
so that we could get rid of the nervousness. I listened and learnt to
control myself by being with you.

I started my schooling at the age of five and as you know, |
was not very keen in schooling. You used to say that I was very
quiet among the siblings and very practical oriented. I joined
St.JohnEs College because of you mom. Thank you mom for that
as going to SJC gave me so many opportunities to show my talents.
My eldest brother was very popular at SJC and you used tell me
that I have to be like him at school. I could have done better in
studies other than that I think I matched him in other achievements.
I remember you and my sisters were at the prize giving at St.JohnEs
College when I won many colours and I still remember how proud
mother you were at that ceremony. You proudly said, “He is my
son” when the lady sat beside you was wondering. Yes, Amma
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you were delighted to see that your boys made some wonderful
records at SJC. '

I left Sr1 Lanka at the age of twenty to Norway. I met
Vathana because of you Amma, thank you. You always talked
very warm about her when she was your student and you were
very proud of her. Thank you for treating her as one of us. Vathana
and I enjoyed being with you at our temple thiruvila. For the past
five years, I was visiting you and the first thing you asked was
“Where 1s Vathana?” then you will ask all about my brothers in
Norway and so on. You insisted me to visit Vasanthy acca and
Jeyam Athan as much as I could. You taught me to stick together
with the siblings asmuch I could. You were very particular about
my mother in law asking whether I am nice to her.

It is so sad ‘that | wasnot with you in the last days of your
life. Sorry for that mom. I did what I could mom, and because of
the pandemic I couldn’t visit you as much as I liked to. However,
I was very confident that you were in good hands when I left you
in March 2020, because dad was there to look after you. Appa did
his best to look after you mom and I am thankful and extremely
proud of my Dad. We did a lot together mom, and you helped me
being honest, humble and strong. Thank you mom for being nice
to me always and I know you are always there for me. I still hear
your voice saying “Poda”. Miss you Mom !.

Ever - loving son
Vasanthan

B
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Tribute the Greatest teacher and my dearest
mother in law

My Dearest Mamy,

I met you first when I was 12 years old on my sixth grade
at J/Chavakachcheri Hindu College. I remember the first day of
sixth grade, the classroom 6C was full of enthusiastic girls, there
entered Mrs Navaratnam with a kind smile, but still seemed to be
strict and she introduced yourself both as our Class teacher and as
English teacher. Mamy our relationships started you as my dearest
favourite Komathy teacher, me as your student and you continued
to be my English and Class teacher from grade six to GCE O/L,
which was a crucial period of my life. Although decades have
passed since I sat in your class, 1 still have wonderful memories
having you as my teacher. I admired you for your dress sense; you
always dressed nicely and had nice collection of sarees. You were
the only one who fondly called me as Rupa.

You had command of the classroom that was both gentle
but powerful at the same time and you amaé:ingly had total control
of every student’s attention span even though the class was not
populated with perfectly cultivated and well-behaved children; in
fact, you got the naughtiest and most mischievous and intelligent
girls. I still remember all the punishments we got from you for
being mischievous. As the class teacher, you strived relentlessly to
lead us towards a special understanding of how much life could be
contained in words, you taught us good manners, how to take care
of each other and being a good human being. We all loved the
way our Komathy teacher guided us.

S
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Your teaching was rooted in a style you had of making
every lesson incredibly interesting and profoundly important to
each one of us. You truly believed that you could succeed at giving
us a working knowledge of the language skills that you strived to
teach us, our adult existence would be much easier, much more
fulfilling, and much more successful. We had so much fun with
you in elocution training where you were very precise and trained
us to speak good English. I remember that it was hard to satisfy
you, as you never gave up before we were perfect. I still recollect
how proud you were when we won the first prize at interschool
drama competition doing “Deborah by Shakespeare”, that you
tirelessly trained us.

You appointed me as the class monitor, and you made me
to take responsibility and lead the class. That was my first step
towards leadership, and you amazingly identified my hidden talents
and qualities. Mamy! You not only taught me how to bring the
excellence to the world but-also always motivated and cheered me
so that I can do better and be the best. I am extremely grateful for
that Mamy!

Then our teacher — student relationship changed gradually
into tighter bond as mother-in law and daughter-in-law. You were
the truest, dearest, mother-in-law I could ever have asked for. I
cannot thank you and mama enough for raising such a kind-hearted
man, Vasanthan... He is the biggest gift in my life. I truly feel
blessed. You and mama treated me as your daughter, never forgot
my birthdays and you always sent me a beautiful card with hand
written message “Happy birthday our dearest daughter Vathana™.
So beautiful what more could I ask for?
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There is no doubt that you and mama had a beautiful life
together and | was amazed to see how much you both loved and
cared about each other. | salute you and mama for rising nine
children to this level that is not an easy task. I could imagine the
enormous selfless effort you both have devoted and I could imagine
how much of your life you both sacrificed. Since you left us, I got
to know Mama better and I enjoyed listening him many wonderful
moments of you both starting from how you met each other and
got married, how you led your life together and further how hard
you both worked to rise your children whom you always wanted
to give the best. Mama is such a wonderful person who has taken
care of you alone at this old age and we all owe him so much for
giving you the best care he could till the last minute. You were
lucky Mamy to have such a wonderful and caring husband.

I still remember my last meeting with you Mamy, in
December 2019, when I visited you for a short time. You seemed
to be very delighted to see me, suddenly you wanted to come out
of the bed that you had not done for some time and sat outside
chatting with holding my hands. You touched my heart in so many
ways Mamy, your strength and smile even on darker days made
me realize how strong you were.

Thank you, Mamy for your dear, sweet love, guidance and care.
I always love you and miss you.

Yours loving student / daughter-in-law
Rupa (Vathana)

Aok
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The passing of our appamma has been undeniably hard.
We cherished her. The distance made it hard to wvisit, so that’s
something we wish we had gotten to do more. But your presence
was always there. Both you and appappa never forgot our birthdays,
and each year we would get a card in your handwriting. We still
have them, and every now and then we look at them. And we feel
loved, we felt the love. Even if we didn’t get the chance to mect so
often we _talI:;ed on the phone, and we also got to visit you in Sri
Lanka, and you were able to visit us in Norway. Looking back,
we’re really glad to have met you. You were a beautiful soul, there
was only good in you. And we’re happy to know that you lived a
good and long life. You may have passed on, but your memories
will live on forever. The day you died, a part of our family died.
But we will be sure to continue to make you proud. The day you
died, Dharmesh started to wear your passing date on his wrists
every match he plays. And he still does. He also has your date
sticked on his wall. That’s how much you meant to us. We have so
much to thank you for, especially our dad. But also the big family
that we got to be a part of. Thank you for being you, and thank you
for loving us the way you did.

Your loving grand Children,
Dharmesh, Janani & Shalini
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- 34

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



To my Amma,

The greatest and ever-loving person in my life.

Courage, strength and Ammachi

Who would have imagined that you were going to be the
source of a great, big family when you lost your father at the age of
9? 1can’t even guess of one person in the family struggling with
their life. Ammachi, you and Appa gave us the foundation to achieve
whatever we wanted in our lives.
How did you do it? Where did you get this courage?
As a father of two, I can’t even dream of such an achievement.

I know how you did it, as 1 was with you for at least 19
years. You were lucky to have Ammachi with you most of your
life. No wonder where you got the courage from, The iron lady
who lived her live, for you, for us, your children and your
grandchildren. Not for herself! 1 don’t have to search for anyone
else to find the most respected person in my life, I only, always,
get the image of Ammachi.

Appa stood by you all the time and gave you strength. We
all know Appa and it was not only a dance on roses.

The children, all were gone

You sent most of us away to be safe and to have a better
life, but you sacrificed your comfort. You probably did the right
thing but we all suffered, including you, Ammachi and Appa.

We, the children, were all gone! Even though we tried 1o

visit you as often as possible, we still were gone! You suffered a

lot without us around you. You used to tell me lately during our
B
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calls that you had everything but a person to sit and talk to you.
Most of us were not there, not even to pay our last respect when
you lefi us.

Appa without the leader and the love of his life

Only after you left us we could hear from Appa, how much
effort he had to put to reach out to you and to convince you to be
his partner. Only he could do that. We all thought that he, as a
sportsman, was a strong man. When you left us only, we could see
how vulnerable Appa is without you. He almost gave up his life
without you. We struggled hard to convince him to continue his
life without you. He is doing ok.

We can mow see, who the real leader was, of our family.

The Smart, Classy teacher and mum

Most people know us Komathy teacher’s children. When
you left us, we could see how all your students took part in the
grief in the social media and in-person. When you were teaching
me your favourite subject English, you were as strict as with any
other of your students and sometimes even with a stick in your
hand. You taught each of us nine children, how to dress smartly
and to behave respectfully. We were so lucky to have you as a
teacher, not only as our mum.

The soft mum who gave me birth once but gave me more than
one life

You struggled to bring up nine children while dad
commuted weekly. With the help of Ammachi and our close
neighbors, you did your best all the time. Appa was strict and at
times hard, but you were always there to comfort and care.
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As Tamils, We went through many hardships and forcefully
separated from you in young age but thanks to you Amma, that [
am still alive. Lately you always asked when we were retuning
back to Chavakachcheri and 1 could feel each time how much you
missed us as we missed you.

I am so sorry for not being with you more than 1 did but
you will be always with me in my heart.

[ will always thank God to have given me the best mother
I ever could ask for.

Yours,

Shantha
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Appamimah,

‘Even though I was born and raised as far away from Sri
Lanka as I was, | had the privilege to meet my Appamma several
times. She was a kind and loving woman who loved her family
dearly, and was loved back by everyone too. Raising 9 children
under difficult circumstances must have been very challenging,
but they all turned out to do great things for themselves and create
beantiful new families. This says a lot about her and who she was,
and 1 will forever be proud to call her my Appaamma.

Heeirthan Shanthan
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My grand parents

I remember my first time in Jaffna.
The Summer of 2010.

Although it was new environment,
It still felt close to home.

Appappa and Appamma met me with love
from my very first encounter.

They spoiled me with good food

and offered to do fun activities.

My favorite memory of my grandparents
is when we played football outside the house.
Although Appamma wasn’t as involved,
she always made sure that we were okay.

Another good memory of my grandparents

was when | attended one of the temple-festivals.
It was a great to see how kind and respectful

my grandparents were towards friends and family.

My time at Appappa and Appamma’s home

has helped me learn more about Tamil culture.

It has made me a more kind-hearted person

and I will forever be grateful for this experience.

ol e
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Dear Appamma,

-The last time I visited you

was three years ago.

Although it was some time ago,

I still remember the good memories

I remember one of our conversations
outside the house, in the brown

wooden chairs with Tommy close by.

I remember that during our conversation,
you were always so kind and considerate.
You always asked me if [ was doing well
or if I needed anything. You also advised
me to work hard and study well. You always
put others well-being in front of yours.

It is one of the many things that made me
appreciate you so much more.

You will forever be remembered as a kind,
warm - hearted and compassionate person.
You wil_l_ forever be in our hearts

Love,
Seyon

—
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