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Supporting Progress with Oxford Ages 8–9 © Oxford University Press 2018

What is a baby whale called?

Can you name the two different types of whale?

What do baleen whales eat?

How do whales breathe in air?

How do whales communicate with each other?

Which whale has the loudest song?

What is the largest animal in the world?

Supporting Progress with Oxford Ages 8–9 © Oxford University Press 2018

Fact finding
Read the non-fiction text about whales.
Cut out the question cards on page 2 and put them in a pile, 
face down. Pick one card at a time and see how much you can 
remember from the text. 

Whale watch

Whales are mammals. Mammals are animals whose young drink milk 
from their mothers. A baby whale is called a calf. 

There are lots of different species of whales but only two different 
types. These are baleen whales and toothed whales. Baleen whales 
feed on krill and plankton and toothed whales eat fish such as tuna, 
cod and salmon. 

Whales breathe air so they regularly have to come to the surface. 
They breathe in air through their blowholes. Sperm whales can stay 
under water for as long as 90 minutes before they have to breathe 
in air again. 

Whales communicate with each other by singing. Sperm whales have 
the loudest song. Beluga whales make chirping sounds. 

The blue whale is the largest animal in the world. 

What was the most 
interesting thing you 

learned about whales?

Bharatanatyam is an Indian classical dance 
form that originated in Tamil Nadu. It is one of 
eight Indian classical dance forms recognized 
by the Sangeet Natak Akademi, and expresses 
South Indian religious themes and spiritual ide-
as, particularly of Shaivism and in general of 
Hinduism. A description of precursors of 
Bharatanatyam from the 2nd century CE can be 
found in the ancient Tamil epic Silappatikaram, 
while temple sculptures of the 6th to 9th cen-
tury CE suggest dance was a refined perfor-
mance art by the mid-1st millennium CE.
Sadiraattam, which was renamed Bharatanat-
yam in 1932, is the oldest classical dance tradi-
tion in India.Bharatanatyam is the state dance 

form of Tamil Nadu.
Bharatanatyam contains dif-

ferent types of banis. Bani, or 
“tradition”, is a term used to 
describe the dance technique 
and style specific to a guru or 
school, often named for the vil-
lage of the guru. Bharatanat-
yam style is noted for its fixed 
upper torso, bent legs and 
knees flexed (Araimandi) com-
bined with footwork, and a vo-
cabulary of sign language based 
on gestures of hands, eyes, and 
face muscles.The dance is ac-
companied by music and a 
singer, and typically the danc-
er’s guru is present as the nat-
tuvanar or director-conductor 
of the performance and art. 
The performance repertoire of 
Bharatanatyam, like other clas-
sical dances, includes nrita 
(pure dance), nritya (solo ex-
pressive dance) and natya 
(group dramatic dance).

Sadiraattam remained ex-
clusive to Hindu temples through 
the 19th century.It was banned by 
the colonial British government in 
1910,but the Indian community 
protested against the ban and ex-
panded its performance outside 
temples in the 20th century as 
Bharatanatyam Modern stage pro-
ductions of Bharatanatyam have 
become popular throughout India 
and include performances that are 
purely dance-based on non-reli-
gious ideas and fusion themes.The 
Thanjavur Quartet developed the basic struc-

ture of modern Bharatanatyam by formalizing 
it.

Bharatanatyam
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