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SACRIFICE AND OFFERING .

Prof. A. Sanmugadas, Ph.D. (Edinburgh)

Ancient Tamils were aware of two terms,
namely, pali (us§l) and matai (wen_). The former could
be translated as 'sacrifice’ and the latter as
‘offering'. But sometimes, the term pali had been
uséd in the sense of 'offering sacrifice’. In early
times, pali kotuttal meant mainly animal sacrifice. In
Tirumurukarruppatai (223-234) it is mentioned
that:

GBS afleor @i srQausr arfld)
ALNEF QS Gl.nrre 2

"Offering made of pure white rice mixed
with the blood of rams"

The word pali was used when offerings were made
to crows or hero-stones. Cankam literary text Kur
untokai has the following poem (220)

SlvorGLIT meirer) Gimenr &g gjevoriit

usbell LwhS Qmiifls Qgmesim

P gisT eilener b5 CleustorGlsuored QeugsCemmy

TWENS e bl AfiGssr Gomf

QumsCsT Qemrdlnss Gasunes

lBHEINITE SOTHES Sémai g LG,

"Even if steaming rice cooked from white paddy
grown all round Topti, mixed with ghee given by
the cattle of the herdsmen living in the forests of
Najli with his strong charfots, is placed on seven
pots it will be a small offering to the crow that
announced the arrival of the lover on whose
account the strong shoulders of my friend have
becomelean."”

Here, white ghee rice is offered to crow. But that
offering is referred to as pali. Similarly, Purananaru
verse 329 has the followinglines:

86 9() ssireflsir v Gles & mi
UL K0 Sevedlear mrCusd) oer’ tp

"Home brewed toddy is offered to the stone erected
on the side of a small village with small number of
families"

Here the offering is made to the hero-stone and it is
referred to as pali.

When offerings are made to God the word matai is
used. Perumpa narruppatai (105) mentions "teyva
matai" (GgileaiwsnL). Here the offering is made to god

and itis referred to as matai.

In the west, sacrifice often implies ritual
killing, the term offering is used for bloodless
sacrifices of cereal food or artifacts. The Sanskrit
Yagnya is often translated as "sacrifice" or "offering
or oblation".«It is especially used to describe the
offering of ghee, grains, spices, and wood into a fire
along with the chanting of sacred mantras. The fire
represents Agni, the divine messenger who carries
offerings to the Gods. In Vedic times, Yagnya
commonly insksded the sacrifice of milk, ghee, curd,
grains, and the soma plant and sometimes animal
offerings were also made.

In modern times, the word sacrifice (pali) is always
related to slaughtering of animals and birds to be
offered to Hindu Gods. But the word matai is used
only for offerings in the form of rice, flowers, ghee,

etc,
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