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[ Natchinthanai ]
WE ARE THE SERVANTS OF SIVA

We are the servants of Siva. We are the servants of Siva. We are the

servants of Siva. We are the servants of Siva. This is charya; this is
kriya; this is yoga; this is jnana. This is mantra; this is tantra. This is
the panacea.

To become established in this meditation is nishdai. For those who
enjoy this nishdai, there is no need for rules of conduct, or fapas, or
fasting, or the observances of any of the four 'asramas? Such people
have lived, are living and will give line in the world as they please. No one
understands their greatness. For only he who eats sugar-candy will know
its sweetness. _

There is not even one thing that is wrong.

It was all accomplished long, long ago.
We do not know.
Allis truth.

The four asramas are the four stages in life, in which effort is made to fulfill the duties appropriate to
each, as laid down in the Hindu Scriptures- first that of the brahmacharin or celibate student; then
that of the grahasta or householder, in which a man fulfils all the duties of married life and then,
having educated his sons and seen his daughters married, retires (with or without his wife, according
her wish) to a secluded place and devotes his life to meditation and worship and thus enters the stage
of vanaprastha (forest dweller); finally, he may become a sannyasin, a homeless wanderer, who
has renounced everything.
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THE SAIVA SAINTS

13. Saint Maanakanchaara Naayanaar

All the arrangements for the
wedding had been carefully made by the
bride’s father. He was a general in the
king’s army and Vellala by caste and
possessed of immense wealth. It was his
only daughter whom he was giving in
marriage. To the sound of the wedding
drums, the bride-groom, Kalikaamar
Eyarkone, was approaching Kanch-
aaroor, his bride’s village accompanied
by his noble relations.

But before he could reach his
bride’s house, there arrived a great
ascetic distinguished for his great
austerities. His matted hair was crowned
with a necklace of rudrakash beads, on
his ear hung a Kundala, on his breast
and across his shoulders was a belt
together with a black and hairy sacred
thread. He carried a bag of holly ashes
in his hand. On his forearm was wound a
thread with a single rudrakasha beads
and his entire body, like a live ember

covered with ash was smeared with holy
ash.

The bride’s father, the saintly
Maanakanchaarar, instantly went forth
to meet him and worshiped him, saying:
“Great indeed seems to be my merit to be
vouchsafed this gracious visit.” Deeply
moved, he thus praised the venerable
visitor, who asked him, “What 1s it you
are celebrating here?” “Lord my only
daughter is being married” he replied.
“May all good come to you”, pronounced
the ascetic in blessing. Maanakan-

as Sri, the Goddess of Beauty herself, and
decked in all her bridal glory, and made
her prostrate herself and worship him. As
the maid arose the sage’s eyes fell on her
beautiful long tresses. “Her hair could
make a good panchavadi for me”
(panchavadi-a broad matted rope worn
over the breast) he said.

As soon as Maanakanchaarar,
who always fulfilled the needs of the
Lord’s devotees even before they asked
him, heard these words, he remarked
“Great is our good fortune.” Forthwith he
drew his sword and cut to the roots the
tresses of his daughter and only child,
who had finally been born to him after
years of childlessness and long years of
earnest prayer and his practice of
austerities. He cut off his daughter’s hair,
adorned with bridal flowers and
stretched forth his hand offerings it to his
great visitor.

But lo! Where was his visitor? He
saw him in the high heaven with His
consort seated on the Bull. His devotee
fell down and worshiped Him. “We grant
that you abide beside us always” said the
Lord.

When the bridegroom Eyerkone
arrived, he was thrilled to hear the story
of what had happened. He gave lavishly
and joyfully married the saint’s
daughter, after celebrating the marriage
on a grand scale, he took her home to his
own ancient village, Eyer.

chaarar led before him his daughter —%
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REALITY OF GOD

The word Satya (Truth) is derived from
Sat, which means ‘being’. Nothing is or
exists in reality except Truth. That is
why Sat or Truth is perhaps the most
important name of God. In fact it is more
correct to say that Truth is God, than to
say that God is Truth. But as we cannot
do without a ruler or a general, such
names of God as ‘King of kings’ or “The
Almighty’ are and will remain generally
current. On deeper thinking, however, it
will be realized, that Sator Satya is the

only correct and fully significant name
for God.

And where there is Truth, there also
is knowledge which is true. Where there
1s no Truth, there can be no true
knowledge. That is why the word Chitor
Knowledge is associated with the name
of God. And where there is true
Knowledge, there is always Bliss
(Ananda). There, sorrow has no place.
And even as Truth is eternal, so is the
Bliss derived from it. Hence we know God
as Sat-Chit-Ananda, One who combines
in Himself Truth, Knowledge and Bliss.

Devotion to this Truth is the sole
justification for our existence. All our
activities should be centered in Truth.
Truth should be the very breath of our
life. When once this stage in the pilgrim’s
progress 1s reached, all other rules of
correct living will come without effort,
and obedience to them will be instinctive.
But without Truth it is impossible to
observe any principles or rules in life
(Yeravda Mandir, 1945)

It is easy enough to say, ‘I do not
believe in God’. For God permits all
things to be said of Him with impunity.

{ 72 )
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Mahatma Gandhi

He looks at our acts. And any breach of
His law carries with it, not its vindictive,
but its purifying, compelling,
punishment. God’s existence cannot be,
does not need to be, proved. God zs. If He
1s not felt, so much the worse for us. The
absence of feeling is a disease which we
shall someday throw off nolens volens*
(Young India, 23-9-1926).

This belief in God has to be based on
faith which transcends reason. Indeed,
even the so called realization has at
bottom an element of faith without which
1t cannot be sustained. In the very nature
of things it must be so. Who can
transgress the limitations of his being? I
hold that complete realization is
1mpossible in this embodied life. Nor is it
necessary. A living immovable faith is all
that is required for reaching the full
spiritual height attainable by human
beings. God is not outside this earthly
case of ours. Therefore exterior proof is
not of much avail, if any at all. We must
ever fail to perceive Him through the
senses, because He is beyond them. We
can feel Him, if we will but withdraw
ourselves from the senses. The divine
music is incessantly going on within
ourselves, but the loud senses drown the
delicate music, which is unlike and
infinitely superior to anything we can
perceive or hear with our senses (Harjjan,
13-6-1936).

I have seen and believe that God never
appears to you in person, but in action
which can only account for your
deliverance in your darkest hour (Harjjan,
10-12-1938).

* Willing or unwilling
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THE GURU

[The following is the excerpts from the book “The teaching of Ramana Maharshi in His
ownwords”, (2008) compiled by Arthur Osborne-a western devotee of Maharshi. Arthur
Osborne has excellently complied to build up a general exposition of the Bhagavan Sri
Ramana Maharshi'’s teachings by selecting and fitting together passages from dialogues
and from his writings, published in various books. Arthur Osborne used his comments in
minimum and is given here in italics and the text the ‘D’ indicate the questioner and ‘B’
indicate the Bhagavan. The Courtesy is to Sri Ramanashram and Arthur Osborne. |

It has always been taught that in order
to attain Realisation, not only practice
but also a guide 1s needed. In this, as in
all things, Bhagavan gave the doctrine
its deepest meaning. In fact, it became
essentially the same as the Christian
doctrine of ‘the Christ in you’ or the
Buddhist doctrine of the ‘Buddha -mind’
which is to be realised in oneself,

D.:Bhagavan has said that without the
grace of the Guru one cannot attain the

Self. What precisely does he mean by
this? What is this Guru?

B.: From the standpoint of the path of
knowledge, it is the supreme state of the
Self. It is different from the ego which you
call yourself,

D.:Then, if it is the supreme state of my
own self, in what sense does Bhagavan
mean that I cannot reach it without the
grace of the Guru?

B.:The ego is the individuality and is not
the same as the Lord of all. When it
approaches the Lord with sincere
devotion, He graciously assumes name
and form and takes it to Himself.
Therefore they say that the Guru is none
other than the Lord. He is the human
embodiment of Divine Grace.

This would seem to mean, then, that the
Guru is the Lord or the Self manifested
outwardly in human form and that this
outward manifestation is necessary. But
the questioner, in the present instance,

was not convinced of this, since he knew
that Bhagavan himself had had no
human Guru and that there are other
cases on record also, especially among the
founders of religions. He therefore
continued-

D.:But there are some who seem to have
had no human Guru at all?

B.-True. In the case of certain great souls,
God reveal Himself as the Light of the
Light from within.

It occasionally happened that some
questioner would openly raise the
objection that Bhagavan himself had not
a Guru and in such cases, his reply would
be that the Guru need not nécessarily
take human form. Some who knew his
teaching at second hand suggested that
he did not hold it necessary to have a
Guru and explained the lack of explicit
Initiation in that way, but he rejected this
suggestion unequivocally. S.S. Cohen has
recorded a conversation on this subject
with Dilip Kumar Roy; the celebrated
musician of Sri Aurobindo Ashram:
Dilip.: Some people report Maharshi to
deny the need of Guru. Others say the
reverse. What does Maharshi say?

B.:Thave never said that there is no need
for a Guru.

Dilip- Sri Aurobindo often refers to you
as having had no Guru.

B.-That depends on what you call Guru.
He need not necessarily be in human

C N\
NS




Sivathondan

form. Dattatreya had twenty-four Gurus
-the elements, and so on. That means that
any form in the world was his Guru. Guru
1s absolutely necessary. The Upanishads
say that none but a Guru can take a man
out of the jungle of mental and sense
perceptions, so there must be a Guru.

Dilip° 1 mean a human Guru. The
Maharshi didn’t have one.

B.° 1 might have had at some time or
other. And didn’t I sing hymns to
Arunachala? What is a Guru? Guru is
God or fie Self. First a man prays to God
to fulfill his desires, then a time comes
when he does not pray for the fulfillment
of a desire, but for God Himself. So God
appears to him in some form or other,
human or non-human, to guide him as a
Guru in answer to his prayer.

It was only when some visitor brought up

the subject that Sri Bhagavan himself
had not had a Guru that he explained
that the Guru need not necessarily take

on a human form, and it was understood
that this referred to very rare cases.

I shall return to this question later, but
wish immediately to consider the
implication of the saying that God, Guru
and Self are the same. In the ordinary
sense of the word, a Guru is one who has
been invested with the right to initiate
disciples and prescribe a spiritual
discipline for them; and in their sense, a
proper investiture is necessary to
validate his actions as a Guru, just as
proper ordination is necessary to validate
the religious rites performed by a priest.
A mass said by a duly ordained priest
would be valid, whereas one said by a
man of greater moral integrity and
intellectual power who was not an
ordained priest would not; and in exactly
the same way; the genuineness of a Guru
and validity of his initiation and
discipline normally dependent rather on
his legitimate investiture as the successor
to a line of Gurus than on his own

7

Inherent attainments. Bhagavan was
little interested in this interpretation of
the word Guru, but he did accept it when
asked.

D.: can one derive any benefit from
repeating incantations picked up
casually, without being initiated into
them?

B.-No. One must be initiated into them
and authorised to use them.

Bhagavan then illustrated this saying by
the following story: A king once visited
his minister at the latter’s house. There
he was told that the minister was busy
with his incantations. The king
accordingly waited for him, and when he
was free to meet him, asked him what
incantation it was. The minister told him
that it was the Gayatri. The king then
asked the minister initiate him into the
use of it, but the latter declared that he
was unable to. Thereupon the king learnt
it from someone else and the next time
he met the minister he repeated it to him
a asked him whether it was right. The
minister replied that incantation was
right but that it was not right for him to
say it. The king asked why; the minister
called an attendant who are standing
nearby and told him to arrest the king.
The order was not obeyed. The minister
repeated it and still it was not obeyed. The
king then flew into a temper and ordered
the attendant arrest the minister, which
he immediately did. The minister
laughed and said that that was the
explanation the king has asked for.

‘How? the king asked.

‘Because the order was the same, and the
executive was same but the authority was
different. When I pronounced order there
was no effect; but when you did it, the
effect was immediate. It is the same with
incantation.

(To be continued)
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