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Letter F rom The Haitor

The picture on the cover this week reminds us of the perehara of the
Dalada Maligawa in Kandy. The person in the kandyan chieftain’s dress
is seen performing one of his traditional functionary duties copnected with
the processions of elephants, dapcers apd what not that constitute the
perahera. In recent weeks, some of the activities of the functionarigs,
in fact the highest functionary, namely the Diyawadana Nilame, (the boss
man of the temple “‘clected’” for five Years by a limited and selective
constituency of voters), have come sharply into focus. Mr. Nissanka
Wijeyaratne is the present Diyawadana Nilame. He was formerly in the
Ceylon Civil Service (later converted into the Ceylon Administrative
Service). Even whilst he was a public servant (of consequence and importance
as Government Agent, the Head of the Anuradhapura Preservation Board,
the Secratary to the Ministry of Cultural Affairs—to mention only 2 few
of posts he has held), he was “political”. He was an ardent and dedicated
(if not fanatic) worker in the yroup of aggressive and militant buddhists
(such aggressive militancy being the anthithesis of the teachings of the
Buddh-~) which had carried on a don quixotic campaign against Catholic
Action and other “forces’” which were supposed to be in the way of the
restoration of Buddhism as the chief religious, political, economic and
ethiical force in Sri Lanka. This campaign, no doubt, hadsucceeded: and,
today Buddhism is the de facto and de jure (hidden under obtruse constitu-
tional-law verbiage) official state religion of the Republic. The aim of
the buddhist political ravivalists, unfortunately, was to replace the role
the christian faith and christian hierarchy had played in the colonial era by
buddhism, the buddhist sangha and the new buddhist hierzrchy of politically-
motivated laymen. Though this was a far cry from the kind of relationship
which the Buddha had wanted his followers to maintain with kings and
governments, the neo-buddhism which has emerged after the Donoughmore
and Soulbury eras in the last stages of the British colonial rule in Sri Lanka
has, whilst securing the restoration of the self-dignity (trampled under
foot during foreign christian rule) and self-importance (something which
che Buddha never wanted) of Buddhism, has also set in motion most divisive
trends in the multi-racial, multi-religious and multi-linguistic community
of this island by the jingoistic chauvinism which has unhappily manifested
itself in the neo-buddhist revivalism that has acquired tremendous
momentum under the new Constitution of 1972. This aspect of the contem-
porary history of Sri Lanka is a matter for calm and objective study.
Meo-Buddhism today enjoys such supreme political power that it has even
succeeded in subduing the rationalist and materialist marxism of the leftywing
parties. Mr. Missanka Wijeyaratne was for long associated (whilst bging a
public servant) with militant buddhism. During this phase he was very
close to the SLFP Establishment and was even considered otfle of the new
intellectuals of the SLFP. But politics in Sri Lapka has, in recent decades,
betrayed the strangest transformations. Just as the Donoughmore Consti-
cution's adult franchise had induced a large number of leading families which
had adopted the christian faith during Portuguese, Dutch and British rule
to became buddhists overnight, so also we witness today SLFPers becoming
UNPers and vice-versa. The case of Mr. Nissanka Wijeyaratne is an interes-
ting study for any researcher. His father, Mr. E. A. P. Wijeyaratne, had a
record of a christian convert who had returned to buddhism in the Doneu-
ghmore era to attain great heights of eminence in political life” (and also
;0 the diplomatic field). He was a pillar of the UNP. Mr. Nissanka Wijeya-
ratne was known to be a fanatical buddhist worker whi'st his brother
Mr. Tissa Wijeyaratne was invelved in leftwing polities (and more latterly
in SLFP polities). Mr. Nissapka Wiieratne's work among the buddhists,
no doubt. helped him to win {in a sharply contested election) the coveted
post of Diyawadana Nilame after his retirement from the public service,
During the election, an influential and powerful section of the SLFP Estab-
tishment had opposed Mr. Wijeyaratne's candidacy, and it was after that he
had drifted into the UNP camp and was tipped to contest the Dedigama
seat. He began making his appearances on UNP platforms and arranged
to celebrate the seventieth birthday (on September 17) of the UNP leader
1. R. Jayswardene, at Maha Maluwa. This had brought a sharp reaction from
the SLFP-UF goyernment which now insists that the post of Diyawadana
Nitame should be divested of solitics. Strange are the ways of history.
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#§DITOR'S NOTEBOOK

Mao Tse-tung

. Apart from a solitary article
by Mervyn de Silva in the Times
of Ceylon Sunday [IMustroted —of
September 11, there has been no
attempt by any writer, com-
mentator, journalist, politician
or anybody else in Sri Lanka
to evaluate objectively the life,
times, politics and philosophy
of Mao Tse-tung, or to progno-
ticate on the immediate deve-
lopments in China. Mervyn de
Silva’'s article briefly touched
on the various aspects of Mao's
fife and hazarded the guess
that the imperatives of the
situation were likaly to mark
the beginnings of a Sino-Soviet
detente and maybs rapproche-
ment.

All the other articies, spee-
ches, statements and comments
only  praised the dead Mao
Tse-tung in the most eulogostic
manner. Whilst there is no
doubt that Mao is one of the
maost noteworthy human
beings who has lived on
earth, the uncontrolled unfimi-
ted and blind praise showed on
Mao in Sri Lanka betrays a
total refusal to face realities.
Mao and Chou were friends of
Sri Lanka because it suited
their geopolitics—not for any
other reason. It suits Sri Lanka's
‘present geo-politics to  pay
hcmage (in fraternal and com-
‘raddy fashion) to China and
‘the Maoist faction (but the Sri
Lanka Establishment might scon
find itself on the wrong foot if
certain political changes occur
'sooner than expected).

To keep our readers informed
«of the situation in China and to
‘show how other commentators
view Mao., w2 publish two edi-
torial-rank articles. The first
is the first “editorial of The
Economist of September Il.- The
second is a more incisive and
informative article {with a lot
of socio-economic and political
background thrown in) from
The Far Eastern Economic Review
of September 17 by its editor

Derek Davies. | We hope to-

publish such reports and com-
ments from diiferent scurces
to show our readers the many

reactions which have been
generated by the death of Mao
Tse-tung. The Ecopomist under

the title MAO IS5 DEAD statad:

The Maoist era in: Chipa has
ended, as it began, in bitter strug-
gle. Mao Tse-tung died, aged 82,
at ten minutes past midnight on
Thursday, 'ohly a day after the
People’s Daily’ had suggested that
China is lapsing once again into

factional conflict and disorder. The

unrest will 'be -all the harder to
contain without the godlike aitho-
rity of Mzo. But Mao himself would
not have wiled ' his death scene
any other way.

One of his last published sayings.
reportedly delivered in early 1376,
was “Without struggle there is
no progress,” followed by the
rhetorical question, “Can 800m
pecple manage without struggle?”
Mao’s owin answer was an uneqi-
vocal no. He proved hiz faith in
struggle by fomenting it until the
last days of his life. But each suec-
cessive struggle cast a new doubt
on the practicability of the aim
behind them all—which was to
create & society in perpetusl, self-
generating revelution.

Mao’s final struggle—against the
moderates in the Chinese Com-
munist party led by Mr. Teng Hsiao-
ping—was of a very different qualicy
from his earlier epic battles against
landlords, Japan ane Chinsse Natio-
naists. It was petty, personalised
and reflected the streng influence
which was wiclded over the in-

creasingly enfeebled leader by his

increasingly ambitious wife, Chiang
Ching. But it was also symptomatic
of the central failure of Mao's last
dezen yesrs: his inability to settle
on a syccessor he could trust to
run post-Mae China in a true
Maoist way,

In the final reckeoning Mao must
be accepted 2s one of histery’s
great achievers: for devising a
peasant-centred revolutionary stra-
tegy which enabled China's Com-
munist party to seiZe power,
against Marx’s prescriptions, from
'bases in the countryside: for direc-
ting the transformation of China
from a feudal society, wracked
by war and bled by corruption,
intec a unified, -egalitarian state
where nobody starves; =nd for
reviving national pride and con-
fidence so that China could, in
Mao's: words, ‘‘stand up" amcng
the great powers.
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Mao Tse-tung

. The credit for these accomplish-
ments does not, of course, belong
to Mio alone. Indeed, .until he
revolution
in 1966 he shared power with
what appeared to be a remarkebly
cohesive ' group of talented men
whe had fought. worked and gov-
ernéd together for more than 30

“years. And for mest of his 27 years

in power, Mac's choren role was
less that of communpist boss than
philosopher king. Byt it was un-
doubtedly Mao, both as philosopher
and as politician, who gave the
Chinese reveolution its distinctive
stamp. The question now is how
much of that distinciiveness will
survive his death.

Mao never shied at the use of
violence in promoting revolution.
He believed that the two were
inseparable. But one of his chief
contributions  to revelutionary
theory was his belief in the efficacy
of non-violent struggle: to incul-
cate revolutionary spirit and to
tyrn that spirit into an engine
for revolutionary change. By rely-
ing on thought reform, as opposed
to Stalinist terror, he created
a revolytionzry system thet was,
despite brutal lapses, relatively
humane.

Byt this same belief in the in-
vincibility of “spirit”” also led him
off into shots at utopia which al-
mest brought the whole system
down. The first of these, in 1958,
was conceived in a mood of high
optimism. Two years earlier China
had completea the collectivisation
of agricilture well in advapnce of
the target date because Mao inter-
vened personally to accelerate the
programme. In the flush of success,
and in the wake of Khrushchev's
denunciation of Stalin, he then
initiated his unprecedented experi-
ment with free speech known as
the hundred floners. This time it
was Mao’s more conservative col-
leagues who were proved right
when the invited criticiem of the
party turned into a torrent. Mao
was forced to turn his open season
into an anti-rightist drive. Then,
a year later, he ordered another
radical adventure: the great leap
forward.

The great leap was based on
the assumption that the pecple
of China were by then so infused
with revoluticnary dynamism that
they could industrialise and com-
munise the country overnight. The
ecopomic chaos that followed was

2



"Mao Tsc-tung

~later blamed onthe oversenthusiasm

of low-level party officials. Bt it
was ‘clear to Mao's colleagues,
if not to Mao himself, that the
‘grest leap had torn great holes
in theory about the omnipotence
of spirit. .

Mao's next wholly Maoist initia-
tive grew out of an opposite mood
of profound pessimism. Afcer spend-
ing five years drafiing polemics
araipst ‘‘the restoration of capi-
talism’’ in the Soviet Union, he
had concluded that in China too
the spirit of revolution was bsing
overtaken by mundane me:teria-
listic concerns. So he launched the
culturzl revolution to remould the
entire notion, and especially its
youth, in his own revolutionary
image. He later admitted that the
struggle had got out of hand 2nd
thet his aims might not be achieved
for generations.

The cu'tural revolution marked
the beginning of Mao's obsessive
concern with the syccessien prob-
lem and the fate of China after
his death. He removed one heir
apparent, Liu Shao-chi, on the
grounds that he was likely to lead
China down capitalist road and
selected another, Lin Pizo who
seemed the incarnation of Maoist
radicalism. Five years later. in
1971, Lin Piao was dead 2nd dis-
graced, having clashed with the
boss about Lin's own ambitions,
zbout military priorities and abouit
another radical innovation by Mac
—his policy of detente with the
United States.

After Liy there was no other
head of statz and afier Lin there
was no other formally ansinted
successor. In  April, 1973, the se-
cond-ranking victim of the cultyral
revolution, Mr. Tepeg Hsiao-ping,
was syddenly brovght back from
oblivion, gradually to assume the
position of next-in-line to Mao’s
invaluable right-hand man, the
prime minister Chou En-lai. But
then Teng, too, wen’ the way of
all successors, after he offended
Mao by cracking down on the
radicals and the radicel policies
which had come tc the fore during
the cu'tural revolutien. So when
Chou died last January Mzo moved
—or was moved—to his last coupe;
to dethrone Teng. In April, the
job of prime minister went to a
relatively new and unknown mem-
ber of the politburo, Mr. Hua
Kuo-feng, who was also slipped
into the hot seat as first vice-
chairman of the Communist party.

Mao aid not live long enough
to take Hua Kuo-feng across the
fences over which his predecessors
had stumbled, Byt the circums-
tznces of Hua's selection suggested
that it was not his Maoist creden-
tials but rather his acceptability
as a middle-of-the-roader which won
him his job. And given Hua's lack
of a personal power base, it seems
unlikely that he can risk alienating
the entrenched moderate majority
to follow Mrs. Mao and her radical
friends in painting China Maoist
red. What is more likely to hapien
is that Hua will be trapped bet-
ween the two warring factions.

The reason Mao kept rejecting
pctential successors was not that
he was a parapnoid old man but
that he perceived, accurately, that
none of the chosen candidates
could be reliea on to run China
as he, Mac, would have it run.
For one thing, nobody could match
the confidence that enabled him
to take enormous political risks;
for another, as successive campaigns
have revealed neither his leading
comrades nor the mass of the Chi-
nese people share his commit-
ment to struggle as a' way of life.
So whether Hua Kuo-feng manages
to stay in power or somebody
else seizes Mao’s mantle, the pros-
pect is that he will set out to gov-
ern Chipa in a more conventional,
less convulsive, Communist style.
The spirit of permanent revolution
almost certainly died on Thursday
with Mao Tse-tung.

The Far Eastern Economic
Review editor’s article entitled
THE LAST OF THE GREAT
MEN stated:

WITH the death of Mao Tse-tung,
the world has seen the passing
of one of its great spiritual leaders.
Like all such leaders, he enunciated
his own 'dogma on the besis of
which a system of thought has
been crerted, and which will be
variously interpreted by his future
followers. Like all spiritual leaders,
he was inspired by a vision of para-
dise—but of one that could be
created on earth. In common with
them all, the realisation of his
vision -entailed an attempt to
change human nature, to create
a better, less selfish man. And,
like =ll over-idealistic leaders, he
was doomed to vltimate failure.
At the centre of Mao's thought
was the idea of an advance from
the Hegelian or Marxist theory

that for every thesis there is an
antithesis, an interaction which
produces a synthesis. Mao argied
that the process of division (which
he identified as the class war)
was a continuous one—that one
would inevitably divide into twe—
and that unless the atmosphere-
split, unless there was a ‘perma-
nent conf.ontation within society,
national energies would not be
released and progress would be
impossible. Society would lapse
into complacency or stagnation
and inevitably become “revisionist’".

Mao's moment of truth came on
October |, 1949, when he stood
on the balcony of the Tien An
Men in Peking 2nd anncunced:
“Today, the Chinese people have
stood up.”” That moment marked
the triumphant culminaticn of
years of revolutionary war, against
both the Japanese invaders and
the various corrupt and oppressive
regimes which had usurped the
imperial powers of the decadent
Manchy Ching dynasty. It also
marked the watershed between the
days of the revoluticn, when the
struggle wes clean and pure and
the enemy easily identified, and
the forthcoming task of actually
running a country, with all the
compromises that involved. The
poet had come down from his
mountain retreat.

After little ‘more than five years
of working to credte, from a China
shattered by decades of war, a
base upon which its future could
be built, Mao concluded that
the foundation was already too
monelithic. He asked the intellec-
tual elite of the country to help
produce what he considered the
vital element of fission by allowing
“a hundred flowers to bloom,
and a hundred schools of thought
to contend. " The result was Mao’s
first greet administrative failure,
for he released forces of intellec-
tual divisiveness greater than he
had anticipated.

So he razsolved that the monolith
which had to _ivide into two w-s

that of the socialist camp—that
China would neo longer accept
the development:l model being

imposed upon it by the imperialis-
tically-minded Russizns. He would
impose hic own vision—that of a
Chipa which would turn an agri-
cultyre-based Great Leap Forward
into industrialised socialism, a
China not committed to Stalinist
heavy indystry but to maximising
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wealth i order to finance new
factoriés by mobilising the peasants,
from. whose ranks he had originally
created his revoluticnary = army.

Once again the vision failed.
although it is still a crime among
China's ideclogues to criiicise the
Great ' L.ap, Mao's attempt to
achieve miracles proved prematyre,
with catastrophic impacts on the
economy. There were no short
cuits to commyunism. :

‘After the brezk with the Soviet

Union which followed the ideclo-
gical heresy of the Gireat Leap,
Mao: pursned his philosophy of
the salutary split, masterminding
the bitter polemic with Moscow.
He let the reins cf direct execuiive
ﬁower. sl p- from his hapes. For
ve years, the day-to-day running
of China bzcame the responsibility
of the then He-d of State Liu Shao-
chi and, of course, the perennial
Chou En-lai. The Maoist dream of
creating a better socalist man
faded, as industrial workers bene-
fited from material incentives given
to the most produciive of the
workforce, and as economic prac-
tice sl'pped further away from
the theery that a socialist societ
would share its produce ‘‘to eac
accoraing to his needs.”

In the countryside, the commnes
be-ame hollow administrative shells,
with._the real decision-making
slipping down towards vi lage level.
Greed—or what Mao called *‘spon-
taneous capital sm”’—flourished as
the psasants decided to limit the
amount of work, money and ferti-
liser they would devote to growing
cereals which had to be sold cheap-
ly to the State. Ipstead, they elected
to grow vegetablss, chickens,
ducks, eggs, pigs and other cash
crops not only on commune land
but also on their own private
plots, the produce being sold profi-
tably to the towns on free markets.
The i trend wa- most prevalent
on China's most fertile land along
the coastal plains and the great
river valleys, where the populs-
tion centres are concentrated.
Farmers’ incomes rose and, their
worries 2bout their old age having
been diminished- by the welfare
offered by the new People’s Repub-
lic, they spent their money more
freely—on textiles and other con-
sumer goods. This demand in turn
mopped up much of the prediice
of China’s light industry, which
was needed for export to earn the
foreign currency necessary 1o
finance modernisation.
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‘This was the basic ecgnomic
reason for Mao’s dramatic return
to the centre stage of executive
power In early 1966. The Cyltyral
Revolution was to be 8 permanent
one, a continuous process of creat-
ing the new socialist men who
would not fall to the tempiations
of economism, revizionism and capi-
talizm, but who would grow the
food necessary to feed the ever-
increasing huniry mouths ¢f China,
as well as creating the necessary
capital to finance industrialisation—
men who would work not for
themselves but for future genera-
tions.

However, the inmediate target
of the Cultural Revolution was
the “headquarters’” which Mao ins-
tructed the country's idealistic
youth to “bombard.” During the
years of his withdrawal from im-
medizte power, the Party and
the Administraticn had fzllen prey
to Mao’s bugbear; they had be-
tome a celf-perpetuaiing, non-
dynamic, elite bureaucracy, com-
placently united in the exercise
of authority.

One had to split into two yet
again. The Cultural Revolution was
possibly the only example in his-
tory of a leader launching a revo-
lution against his own Party and
Government in pursuit of a philo-
sophical Grail.

Once again the society of China
aroved itself unready for the de-
mands Mao made on it—just as
Europe failed Christ, the Muslims
Allah and the Buddhists their faith.
What should have been a magni-
ficent exercise in Social engineer-
ing, in creating a new foundation
for Mao’s vision of what China
should be, the Cyltural Reveolution
degenerated into factional squab-
bles, personal feuds and xenopho-
bic violence. Once again, as
the army was called in and revo-
lutionary committees
restore order and stave off anar-
chistic chaos, Mao had to accept
that none of the basic contradic-
ticns had been solved, that the
Cultural Revolutien had  hardly
touched its ultimate target, the
countryside, and that the realisa-
tion of the vision had again to be
postponed.

Later attempts
widespread  socialist  education
campaigns designed to peruade
the people to read Lenin, or Mao
himself, to reject the tendency to
accept authority enshrined ipn Con-

were made in
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Mao: Tse-tung

fucian phifosophy, and to  wipe
out the corruption of power now
firmly back in the hands cf the
Party cadres and the mandarins
of the Administraticn. But these
campaigns were pale shacows of
their poetic precursors.

Interwined inextricably with the
visionary goals of the great experi-
ments Wwhich have marked the
history of the Peojle’s Republic
were Mao's own dis-agreements
with his colleagues. Any assess-
ment of him as a leader must in-
clude an admission of his many
fajlures in picking men as his top
lieutenants. ‘As early as the mid-
1950s, he crushed Kao Kang and
Jao Shy-shih, senior military and
Party officials in the northeast,
on the grounds that they were
concoctng 2 pro-Moscow lot.
His Defence Minister, Peng Teh-
huai, fell in 1959 for daring to
critic’'se the Great Leap, while
during the Cultural Revelution he
got rid of the Haed of State, Lin
Shas-chi, Chief of Staff, Lo Jui-
ching, the Mayor of Pek'ng, Peng
Chen, and his chief Party adminis-
trator, Teng Hsiac-ping. His ap-
pointed heir apparent and his
‘closest comrade-in-arms® during
that period, Defence Minister Lin
Piao, disappeared in 1971—killed,
according to Peking, in an attempt
to flee after an abortive plot to
assassinate Mao himself. It must
therefore also be sz2id of Mao that,
as a leader, he failed to command
the unquestionng loyalty of his
closest colleagues.

But in many respects the fanlt
was that of the victims; they were
the Doubting Thomases who could
not share his vauliing conviction
that any heights could be scaled
if one dared *'to clasp the moon
in the Ninth Heaven and seize
turtles deep down in the Five
Seas.”” There were also the Judas
Iscariots, the small men who always
attempt to pull down and betray
those greater than themselves.

That said, it must also be recor-
ded that, cpart from winn'ng the
love and admiration of millions
inside and outside China, Mao
was big enough a man to choose
another genius, Chou En-lai, to
work at his shoulder. Cheu ence
admitted that he had been sent
by Stalin toitake over the Chinese
Communist Party, and that he
did not. gain Mao s full trust until
he had defied Khrushchev in 1961,
There are other groupds for sus-
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Mao Tse-tung

pecting that Mao continued to
have his reservations about his
Prime Minister, for Chou was the
pragmatist, ever anxicus to keep
the ship of state on a steady course,
while Mao, supposedly the helms-
man, was always hovering near,
anxious to swing the ship’s wheel
sharply over to the left.

But, particularly during Chou's
painful reconstruction of the Party
and of the Administration after
the damage caused to both by the
Cultural Revolytion, Mao realised
the extent of his dependence on
the supreme diplomat and adminis-
trator. In fact, like Yin and Yang,
they were a near-perfect whole—
a tesm made up of a poet and a
pragmatist.

Ironically, and perhaps unfortu-
nately for China, it was the prag-
matist who died first. From that
moment Mao was vulnerable to
the pressures from the very radical
left he had always favoured, His
own fourth wife, Chiang Ching,
espoused their cause. The radicals
knew that they had te achieve a
position of unassailable power
within the Politburo and the hierar-
chies of the Party, the Adminis-
tration and the army while the
ailing Mao was still alive and his
name could be exploited to further
their cause. They persuaded Mao
that hiz reendorsement of Teng
Hsiao-ping haa been mistaken. |t
is all too likely that Teng’s own
abrasive plain-speaking enabled them
and Chiang Ching to persyade
Mao that, if Teng was allowed to
succeed in central power, he would
denigrate Mao's place in history
and diminish his revoluion—"de-
Mao-ising” China just as Khrush-
chev had once de-Stalinised the
Soviet Union.

There is every reason tc suspect
that during the last months of
Mao's life, after the death of Chou,
Chiang Ching manipulated his fail-
ing spirit, “interpreting’’ his wishes
to the rest of China's leaders much
as the wife of Woodrow Wilson
had monopolised access to her
dying husband. The “kitchen
cabinet” of the three women
(Nancy Tang, Wang Hai-jung—
reportedly Mao's niece and also a
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
—and  Chang * Han-chin, wife "of
Foreign Minister Chiao Kuan-hua)

no longer attended Mao when-
ever he received visitors.
Chiang Ching’s position was

closely ideptified with that of the

radicals. Her popularity was limited,
based precariously on her attempts
to revolutionise Chinese art and
culture. She must have been cons-
cious that the Party had very
reluctantly given Mao’ permission
to divorce his third wife and marry
her, only on condition that she
would never be allowed to wield
political power. She too had to
gain a position as unassailable as
possible  while her husband was
still alive.

The immediate future of China
depends largely on how far she and
her political supporters have suc-
ceeded in entrenching themselves
since Chou's death and the demo-
tion of Teng. Most evidence points
to the fact that their success has
been limited. Although they tried
to follow up their victory over
Teng by attacks on his associates
in Peking and in the provinces,
they have failed to dent the main
centralist structure of the Party
and the Administration. Their
success against Teng was limited,
for the man who took his place
as Prime Minister, Hua Kuo-feng,
had shown during his career
(latterly as Minister of Agriculture
and M);nister of Public Security)
that he was a ‘‘results man,” a
middle-of-the-roader as intent as
was Chou Ep-lai on  increacing
production and achieving the trans-
formation of China inte 2 medern,
induastrial state by the year 2000,

it seems most likely that the
very success—political, economic
and diplomatic—achieved under the
years of Chou En-lai's leadership,
have created an impetus towards,
pragmatic modernisation which will
steam-roller the opposition of
those who basically shar: Mao's
view that, in the last resort, pro-
duction must be sacrificed to ideo-
logical purity.

The basic debate (which in the
past has caused China to zig-zag
between revolutionary rectityde
and pragmatic progress) will go
on. But it will not be a debate
between two extremes, rather
brtween a “radical” minority and
the rest who make up the massive
tnaditional search of the Central
Kingdom for the Golden Mean.
Only Mao had the charisma and
the poetic vision of society to
turn the helm sharply to the left
when, in his view, the ship was
drifting too for to theright. China
now propably faces a period

of government by committee, em-
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bracing compromises=—of so'id pro-
gress towards its destiny as one
of the world's great powers.

But that is the extent of Mio's
failure. Nothing can .detract from
the vestness of bkis achievement.
He was one of the few really great
leaders thrown up by the social,
political and military upheavals of
the first ha!f of the 20th ceptury,
and he has been the last of them
to die.

His greatest achievement is sim-
ply the unification of China, which
has withstood not only the crimi-
nally mistaken “containment’’ poli~
cies adojted by the US until the
early 1970s and the continuing
threat from the imperial power
of the Soviet Union, but alse the
centrifugal internal forces which
he himself deliberately released
in order to re-galvanise China
on the road towards his vision.
At times almost single-handedly,
he made the Chinese people "'stand
up'’. He built the revolution which,
while its future path may not
prove to be what he would have
plotted for it, has brought China
into its righiful place among the
community of nations and may
still bring China to prosperity.
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SRl LANKA CHRONICLE

Sept. 5 — Sept. 12

A DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA AND THE WORLD
COMPILED FROM DAILY NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISHED IN COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily” News; CDM—Ceylon Daily
Mirror; CO—Ceylon Observer; TOCSI—Times of
Ceylon Sunday llustrated; DM—Dinamina; LD—Lankadipa:

ID—lanadina; VK—Virakesari; ATH—Aththa; SM—Silu-
mina; SLD—Sri Lankadipa; JS—Janasathiya.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5: Sri Lanka Deshiya

Agricultural Research Foundation which presented a
scientific paper at the special sessions of the Sri Lanka
Association for the Advancement of Science in con-
nexion with the Non-aligned Summit has said special
units in Sri Lanka and other Third World countries
should be set up to report directly to their heads on
the activities of certain foreign experts on agriculture:
the Foundation says sometimes the activities of these
foreign experts could be well-planned sabotage to
spread certain diseases to plants—CO. Prime Minister,
Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike, said yesterday at a public
meeting in Urapola in the Attanagalle electorate that
the Non-aligned Summit held in Algiers in 1973
decided to make Sri Lanka the venue for the 1976
conference because of the courageous stand taken by
the present government on behalf of poor Third World
countries based on the Non-aligned policies of the late
leader Mr.'S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike—CO. Mr. Anura
Bandaransike, Chief Organiser of the SLFP  Youth
League, inaugurating a District Delegates Conference
of the SLFP Youth Leagues said that the nationalised
ventures in the country have not been of much service
to the people because of corruption within the public
sector and the people have become disillusioned and it
is the ‘duty of socialist youth to correct this situaticn—
€0. Mr. Mervyn de Silva, former Editor-in-Chief of Lake
House English publications; as joined the Times Group
hewspapers as Editor-in-Chief of English publications:
TOCS!. According to the Times of Ceylon Sunday I1lustrated
the mass media committee formed during the Non-
aligned Summit was aligned even before the Non-
dligned Summit began: several local and foreign press
ersonnel have complained that the Committee gave
3 step-motherly treatment to journalists from socialist
countries by a'lowing a single reporter or 2 phote-
grapher to cover the opening ceremony while Western
press personnel were allowed in large pnumbers from a
single press establishment. Pakistan government dis-
allowed a request by Air Ceylon to give landing rights
for its second weekly flight' to Sharjah through
Karachchi—TOCSI. Officials from Pakisran's Mineral
Developfent Corporation arrived in Sri Lanka to
sign a2n agreement with Sri Lanka to receive expert
advice and technical co-operation on gemmology
T0CSI. The Execytive Committee of the UNP will meet
tomorrow and the day after under Mr. J. R. Jayewar.
dene to study the situation in the wake of fresh calls
by government suppofters to postpone the general
elections—VK. Mr. J. R Jayewtrdene, Pretident of the
UNP and leader of the Opposition, in an interview with
Asia Week has said that he would look into the tapses
by the government towards the minority community
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and once he become the Prime Minister wounld take
positive action to solve the problems of the minorities
especially the Tamils—VK. 7,500 families will be given
lands in the Mahaweli development area soon after
the development of 26,000 acres of land upder the
Mahaweli scheme is completed—ATH.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6: The Government
Medical Officers’ Association in 2 statement to the
press said that the press statement given by the Ministry
of Health explaining the circumstances under which a
certain Medical officer was awarded a schol was a
concocted one: President of the GMOA, Dr. R. R.
Cooke, said thet there was absolutely no difference bet-
ween 2 fellowship and scholarship as the Ministry has
attempted to make out in its explanation and the officer
to whom this was awarded was over fifty years of age,
nearing his retirement age: the President of the Asso-
ciation further said that there have been instances in
the past where schols have been awarded to medical
officers other than senior consultants and it was a false
claim by the Ministry to tell that only senior consultants

* were awarded scholarships—CDN. The Bank of Ceylon

has told the Monetary Board of the Central Bank that
it cannet give advances to the private sector as it has
alreagy given Rs. 38 million to state institutions, the
Janatha Estate Development Board and the Srate Plan-
tations Corporation: the Bank has further said the
granting of these advances is 2 big strain on its present
resources—CDM. Prime Minister, Mrs. Sirima Bandara-
naike, addressing a meeting in Artanagalla said it was
wrong to say that she was concenftrating only on inter-
national crises: Mrs. Bandaranaike said that she always
had the national problems in mind in every acrivities
she undertook—VK. According to the Lankadipa several
socialist countries have informed the Mini.try of Trade
that they could supply the country with various goods,
at a cheaper price which Sri Lanka is now importing
from western countries at a higher price—LD. The
State Gem Corporation earned a profit of Rs. 150
million during the first six months cf this year by
exporting precious stones: the Corporation exvects
the profit to be in the regiongf Rs. 300 million before
the end of this year—LD. The Dudley Front, 2 breakawa
group from the UNP, has said that it would contest
nearly 100 seats at the next general elections under
its president, Mr. Rukman Senanayake, MPfor Dedigama
—ATH. According to the Dinamina farmers in the
Polonnaruwa and Anuradhapura areas cultivated paddy
in 52,645 acres with a production of 3 million bushels
in the Yala season of this year utilising Mahaveli waters:
according to the paper this they did despite the severe
drought experienced this year in the NCP.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7: Mr. Felix Dias Bandara-
naike, Minister of Finance and Justice, addressing a
public meeting in the Dompe electorate said that the
decision ‘whather elections should be held in 1977,
is as much a matter for the Opposition as for the
government: he further said he belleved that the present
mood of the nation, impatient at the rate of progress
the country is making, it is likely that when the question
is raised in the National State Assembly, as it is likely
to be, the decision could well be against an election
next year: the Minister said this at a meeting held in
connextion with the silver jubilee celebrations of the
SLFP—CDN. According to a review by the Chairman
of the Ceylon Tobacco Company a sum of over Rs. 1.5

‘million is paid daily by the company to the government
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as taxes—CDN. Four armed gangsters got away with
Re. 215,000 yesterday from a ‘tavern in Kollupitiya:
Police said cash rewards would be given to any member
of the pubkc who could give information that would
lead to the arrest of the suspects: the robbers came
in a Peugeot 403 car at 6.30 am, fired a round of shots
to scare the employees of the tavern who were loading
the weekend collegtions into another car, and got
away with the loot at break-neck spaed—CDN. Accord-
ing to the Daily Mirror the Bill to grant pensions to
members of the legislatyre will be presented in the
National State Assembly shortly: edrlier the presenting
of the Bill was delayed owing to objections by two
members over the question of the period of service
by which a member qualified for the pension but now
the government is of view any member could move
an amendment at the zppropriate time. Mr. Mostapha
Rateb Abdel Wahab has been appointed Ambassador
for Arab Republic of Egypt in Sri Lanka—CDM. Mr.
Anura Bandaranaike, Chief Organiser of the SLFP
Youth Leagues, told the Inter disrtrict Conference of
the League that if the masses of the country feel that
the general elctions should not be held in the year
1977 and if the government takes a decision to postpone
the elections, action must be taken to defeat attempts
by reactionaries to work against the people's decision—
VK. Mr. 1. R. Jayewardene, Leader of the Opposition
and President of the UNP, told 2 meeting of his Party’s
Execitive Committee held in Sri Kotha that if the
government postpones elections in 1977 the party
should prepare itself to defeat such attempts by the
government—VK. The Trial-at-Bar inquiry against
seven youths charged for the murder of Mr. Alfred
Dyraiappah, Mayor of Jaffna, wi:l commence at 9 am
today at the High Court in Buller’s Road, Colombo—VK.
The Sri Lanka Fruit Board will start a campaign through
Cultivation Committees and the Co-operative move-
ments tu .grow fruits: the Board has requested the
Land Reform Commission to get 2,000 acres of land
for the purpose: the Board also decided to pay loans
at the rate of Rs. 3,500 per acre for passion fruit growers,
Rs. 5,500 for pineapple growers Rs. 2,500 for mangoes
and Rs. 2,500 for lime: the loans will be provided by
the Board through the People’s Bank and the Hatton
Mational Bank—DM. Government decided to establish
aseparate printing press for the printing of 21l documents
of the National State Assembly: the press will be esta-
blished at a cost of Rs. 6 million—LD. Mr. Lakshman
Raiapakse, newly elected MP for the Mulkirigala seat,
will take his oaths at the NSA when it meets this
afternoon. at 2 pm—ATH.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8: The Ministry of
Industries approved eightyfour new industries and
out of this seventy are for the manufacture of soap for
which there is a big demand in the country at present—
CDN. The Trial-at-Bar appointed to try the supsects
in the Alfred Duraiappah murder case will commence
functioning on November |: this was decided by the
Trial-at-Bar yesterday when the case was called and
the suspects producea—CDN. Prime Minister, Mrs.
Sirima Bandaranaike, will present the Colombo Non-
aligned Summit mandate to the United Nations General
Assembly on September 30 and will address the
Assembly—CDN. Mr. Lakshman Rajapakse, Deputy
Minister of Defence and Externa! Affairs, told the
NSA yesterday that the government was compelled
to put out a reply in the form of'a document published
by the Secretary to the Ministry of Defence and
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External Affairs, Mr. W. T. layasinghe, becayse mali-
tioys propaganda was circulating as -regards’ the so-
called ill-treatment handed to Tamils in Sri Lanka: Mr.
Jayakody said this in answer to a question by Mr. V.
Dharmalingam, MP for Uduvil, who requested the
Deputy Minister to table the document in the House—
CDN. Following information that a pirith chanting
ceremony will be held on September 17 at the Maha-
maluywa of the Kandy Dalada Maligawa in connexion
with the 30th anniversary of the UNP and the 70th
birthday of it's leader Mr. J. R, Jayewardene the Gov-
ernment Agent Kandy has ordered the demolition of
the structure that was being constructed for the
purpose: the order of the GA was issued after Buddhist
protested against the use of Mahamaluwa for palitical
purposes—CDM. Mr. B. Y. Tudawe, Deputy Minister
of Education, told the NSA yesterday that teaching
appointments to graduates will be given from Novem-
ber this year—VK. Mr. Lakshman Rajapakse, MP for
Mulkirigala, took his oaths at the NSA yesterday: large
crowds of supporters from Mulkirigala were present
in the premises of the NSA yesterday to cheer Mr.
Rajapakse—ATH. Officia's of the Ministry of Industries
and Sri Lapka Bureau of Standards carried out surprise
checks on two factories manufacturing electric bulbs
and stopped over a 100,000 bulbs finding its way to
the market: the officials said the standard of these bulbs
were below par—LD.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9: Mr. Hector Kobbe-
kaduwa, Minister of Agricylture and Lands, yesterday
gave notice under section 4 of the Land Acquisition
Ordinance of the Government’s intention to acquire
the Mahamaluwa of the Dalada Maligawa—CDM. Mr.
1. R. Jayewardene, leader of the Opposition, teld a
meeting in the UNP headquarters that the party is
getting ready to contestthe general elections next
year and it was also preparing to fight those forces
who wanted to prevent the holding of elections next
year: Dr. N. M. Perera, MP for Yatryantota and leader
of the LSSP, told a meeting in Kalatyra ‘‘elections
could be postponed only over our dead bodies”—CDM.
Cars used during the MNon-aligned Summit will be
handed over to gcvernment departments and State
corporations—CDM. Mrs. Siva Obeysekera, Minister
of Health, left for Canada: she will meet her British
counterpart in Londen on way back to Sri Lanka—CDN.
On October 2, birthday of Mahatma Gandhi, members
of the Tamil United Front will hold demonstrations
and perfom fastinng in every electorate in the northen
and eastern province: on October |, the TULF will
invite school children to participate in the fasting and
demonstrations—VK. Government has made order to
supply all soaps produced by the government under-
taking of the BCC through  co-operatives until the
strike at M[s Lever Brothers is: settled—VK. Police
investigating the Kollupitiya Tavern holdup in which:
over Rs. 200,000 was robbed still has not made any
arrests: Police are also baffled as to how gangsters get
ammunition for their weapons which are normally
kept in the custody of the Police and: other armed:
forces—CDN. Rural Banks will give loans to villagers
to meet funeral expenditures: no guerantee will be
required to get these loans—LD. Prime Minister, Mrs
Sirima  Bandaranaike, will ceremonizlly inaugurate
work on the Gin Gangy Scheme on Septembder 26:.
this scheme is being financed by the People's Republic
of China—LD. Government decided to import more
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yarn to ba issued to handloom awners to increass pro-
duction to meet the demand during the Christmas
and April New Year seasons—DM. Following a go-slow
in the Kosgama State Timber Corporation’s timber
complex the authorities closed the complex and no
work is being done here at present —DM. When the
NSA meets today standing orders will be suspended
to enable Parliament to debate to 2 finish the adjourned
debate on the Land Betterment Charges Bill—CDN.,

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10: Mr. T. B. Tennekoon,
Minister of Cultural Affairs, speaking at a public meeting
in Kandy said that although there should be changes
in the power now enjoyed by the Diyawadane Nilame
and otger Basnayake Nilames of the Kandy Dalada
Mezligawa he will act only according to the wishes of
the Mahanayake Theras and other high priests of the
Malwatte and Asgiriya Chapters—CDN. A new Ceres
medal released by the Food and Agricultural Organisa-
tion of the United Mations (FAO) on August 16, fea-
tured Mrs. Sirima Bandarapaike Prime Minister on the
‘portrait side of the medal: Mrs. Bandaranaike is holding
a sheaf of rice and on the revenues the inscription says
“peace'and food for all”: a bylletin issyed by the FAO
states that Mrs. Bapdaranaike “'is a longtime worker
for women’s development and an active supporter
of FAO programs”—CDN. Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne,
Speaker of the NSA, yesterda¥ tuled that the Land
Betterment B'll was inorder followinga point of order
raised by Mr. J. R. Jayewardene and Dr. N. M. Perera
that the Bill did not get the approvzl of the Cabinet—
CDN. The Trial-at-Bar appointed under the emergency
to try the case against three Tamil MPs of the TULF
and theex MP for Vadducoddai, Mr. A. Amirthalingam,
for allegealy distributing editions literature will give
_its order on a preliminary objection raised by the
defence today—VYK. According to the Ceylon Petroleum
Lorporation’s accounts a sum of Rs. 47.5 million has
so far been spent on oil exploration works: the Chairman
of the Corporation said the results of the survey are
very encouraging—CDM. Mr. J. R. Jayewardene,
feader of the Opposition, in a letter to his partymen

. sald that they shou!d find an alternate venue to celebrate

" his 70th birthday and the 30th anniversary of the party
close to Dalada Maligawa: this follows government
action against the use of Dalada Maligawa for political
purposes—CDM. The Land Betterment Bill was Id;assed
in the NSA yesterday by 52 votes to 18: the UNP and
the LSSP voted against the Bill-CDM. Dr. Badiuddin
Mahmud, Minister of Education, yesterday appealed
to all graduates who applied for teaching posts to refrain
from using any influence er from giving bribes to any
person as it has been decided that all candindates who
had the necessary qualifications would definitely be
given appointments: the Minister made this appeal
following reports that certain unscrupulous persons
were using his and his Ministry officials names to exort
money from innocent applicants—ATH. CTB collected
Rs. 160 million from passengers within the first three
months of this year—DM. The Ceylon Oils and Fats
Corporation sustained a loss of 14.7 million in the year
1974—ATH.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1I: The Trial-at-Bar
appointed to try the three TILF MPs and Mr. A.
-Amirthalingam, ex MP for Vadducoddai, on charges
of distributing literature of a subversive nature yester-
day gave a ruling on a preliminary objection raised
by the defence and said that there was no valid decla-
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ration of a State of Emergency and as such the three
judges appointed to the Trial-at-Bar could not continue
to exercise any further jurisdiction to try she accused:
the objection by the defence was in regard to one of
the accysed, Mr. Amirthalingam and the court dis-
charged him: the other three accused Messrs V. N.
Navaratnam, K. P. Ratnam and K. Thyrairatnam, ali
MPs, were told that they would be informed in due
course of their position: all three judges agreed on the
ruling: soon after the judgement was delvered Mr. J. R.
Jayawardene asked the NSA whether all persons
detained under the Emergency would be released be-
cause of the ruling by the Trial-at-Bar that the Emergency
Regulations wereinvalid: Mr. Lakshanan Jayakody,
Deputy Miuister of Defence and External Affairs, said
that the Government was having consultations with
the Attorney General with a view to appeal against
the order: Mr. V. Dharmal ngzm, MP for Elduvil, asked
whether the government could appeal against an
order by a Trial-at-Bar: Dr. Colvin R. de Silva, MP for
Acalawatte, said that an appeal against an order by a
Trial-at-Bar is not possible unless the Government
intended to revive the Privy Council—-CDN & CDM
Mrs. Vivienne Goonewardene, MP for Dehiwela-
Gzlkisssa, told the NSA yesterday that the Minister
of Finance is trying to buy over four Opposition MPs
of Parliament to join the government in a bid to.amend
the Constitution of the country: she further aecused
him of trying to brin; corruption into the NSA—CDM.
September |8 has been declared a holiday and a day
of national mourning by the government because of
the death of Chairman Mao Tse-tung of China—CDN.
Prime Minister, Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike, in a message
on the death of Chairman Mao Tse-tung said the late
leader was one of the greatest known -in the history
of mankinu whose monumental contribution to the
cause of human progress will be remembered by gene-
rations to come not only in China but the world over—
CDM. The Aththa in an editorial praised the attempts
by the Prime Minister to solve the problems of the
Temils and to make the two major communities united:
the taper further said there was nothing wrong in Tamil
speaking people asking for the rights of their language
as much as a Sinhalese would ask for the rights of his
language: it also said the Tamil language was a more
developed language than the Sinhalese language and
it is quite right for the Tamils to fight for their
rights and their language. Prime Minister will preside
at a mass rally in Anuradhapura today in connexion
with the silver jubilee celebrations of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party—LD.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER I2: Prime Minicter, Mrs.
Sirima Bandaranaike, speaking at the SLFP rally in
Anuradhapura yesterday.said certain persons had tried
to sz2botage the Non-faligned Summit Conference by
organising strikes: she further sald even the Federal
Party had tried to upset the Summit by setting buses
on fire but none of them had succeeded: referring to
the Ceres Medal awarded to her by the Food and
Agricultural Organisation (FAO) the Premier said this
was an honour bestowed on the farmers of ths coun-
try—CDN. The Times of - Ceylon Sunday [ljustroted in
an analysis of the question of election in 1977 referred
to various statements of MPs and other leading perse-
nalities in the government and the Opposition: the
paper further said that Mr. J. R. Jayewardene, leader
of the Opposition, has sald that any move to postpone



International Diaty

elections would be opposed.. Prime - Minister, Mrs.

_Sirima’ Bandaranaike, told the SLFP rally in' Anuradha-
pura that if necessary the government would na: ionalise
more ventures but will not destroy any exlsting ven-
turés that are bein, run properly—TOCSI/. The
Attorney General, Siva  Pasupathy, will ask the
Supreme Court for a writ of certicrari to quash the
order of the High-Court-at-Bar which held that there
had been no valid declaration of a State of Emergency
by the President endto direct it (High-Court-at-Bar)
to proceed with the trial of four leaders of the TULF
indicted for allegedly distributing
seditioys nature—TOCSI. A big recepticn was accorded
‘in Jaffna to Mr. 2. Amirthalingam, ex MP for Vaddu-
coddai, who was released by the Trial-at-Bar: several

*“leaders of the TULF were present at the laffpa station
to receive Mr. Amirtha'ingam: heavy Police 'guards
were deployed around the station—VK. Ceremcnies
connected with the Bandzramaike Dzy wil' be held in
Colombo at the Galle face Green on September 24—SM.
According to the Sri Lankadipa several Non-aligned
countries have agreed to buy increased quantiiies cf
coconut, rubber and tea from Sri Lanka. 32,000 acres
of Nindagam lands taken over by the Land Refcrm Com-
mission in the Ratnapura area is being distributed by
the Ministry of Agriculiure and lends to landless
peasants—ATH. The Aththain an ediforialsaid the prices
of essential food items have still not come down in
spite of several actions taken by the government: the
paper further said the government should take repeated
:Itctif.ims in this regard at international and netional
evels.
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Sept. 4 — Sept. 12

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 4: Prime Minister, Mr.
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto of Pekisten, speaking at 2 meeting
in Mardan paid tributes to the Sri Lanka Prime Minister
Mrs. Sirima Bzndarzna ke, for herspeech at the inaugural
session of the Ffth Nop-2ligned Conference held in
Colombo recently: he said the points raised by Mrs
Bandaranaike were the same as he himse!f would have
made. Phil'ppines will sconset up its own world-wide
news service as part of the Third World’s effort to
provide its own news dissemination according to the
popular newspaper Daily Express. The Saudi Arabia
Press Agency has quoted OQil Minister, Sheik Ahmed
Yamani, as saying that the general trend in the Organi-
sation of Petrolcum Experting Countries (OPEC) is
against secking a rise in oil prices this year: he also s2id

a slight increase might occur next year and expressed *

opinicn this rise would not affect the world economy.
Six persons, one Egyptian, two lordanians and three
Palestinians will be tried by a Cairo military court for
trying to nifack an Egyptian Airliner on the 23rd of last
month: the prosecutors will ask for death or' life im-
Erisonm'ent for the hilackers: Egypt has already accused
Ibya for the hijacking but Libya sild this was staged
by Egypt. The Internatlonal Institute for Strategic
Studies In Londen s:id China was developing 2n inter
“ coptinental ballistic Missila (ICBM) which'Is thought to
have a range of 8000 miles: the organisation further
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said that it is very, unlikely. that -this would become
operationaf for sometime. For the first time Soviet
Union yesterday appointed a Deputy Prime Minister,
Nikolai Tikhonov: Reuter said this is an 'ndication that
the present Prime Minister, Kosygin will be removed
from his post. According to opinion polls published in
New York, Demaocratic President limmy Carter has
gained in popularity and now heads President Ford by
52 percent to 37 percent. ' i

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5: American spacecrafi,
Viking I, touched down on the surface of Mars bue
owing to a breakdown in the radio communication it
did not send back any data or pictures to the station
in Pasadena. The Vietnam News agency. reported that
the government cleared 575,000 bombs and mines
from South Vietnam frecing 26,000 hectares of land for
cultivaticn and construciicn: in several areas people
collected large number -of bombs and other weapons.
Mrs. M. Thatcher, President cf the Bri‘ish Opposition
Conservative Party, left for a three-week rour of South
Asia snd Australia: she will visit, India, Pzkisfan, Singa-
pore and Australia to build up her knowledge cf world
affairs. Precident of Tanzznia, Angola, Zambia, Botswana
and Mozambique will meet today in Tanzania fo deter-
mine whether or not US Siate Secretary, Dr. Henry
Kissinger, embarks on immediate Middle-East style
shuttle negoiiations in Southern Africa: meanwhile,
Dr. Kissinger and Prime. Minister Jokn Vorster wili
discuss the South Africen crisis in Zurich 2nd high
officials of the United States said the Secretary cf Scate
was ready and willing to conduct shutile diplomacy
between blacks and whites in-Southern Africa just as
he did between Israel and the Arabs. In Britain the
Labour government launched a poster campaign against
racizlizm: Mr. Tony Benn, a government Minister, said
that Britain was now facing its worst outbreak of
racialism since the 1930s. Soviet Foreign Minister,
Andrei Gremyko and his Indlan counterpart, Y, B.
Chavan had talks in Moscow on co-operation between
the two countries and international problems. The
American-led US command and MNorth Korean officials
had a seven-hour discuscicn on ways to ease tension in
the Korean Demiliiarized Zone following the killing
last month of two US officers: no deta Is of the discus-
sion were given but it is undersiood that the talks will
commence 2gain. The French government in a statement
accysed Cambodian Government of ruling with brutal
and shock ng methods and forcing unjustified suffering
on the Cambodian people. "

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6: Palestinian hijackers
holding a Dutch DC 9 airliner with 83 passengers
arrived back in Cyprus after Israel refused permission
for the plane to land: Israel also said that it would not
heed to the demands of the hijackers: later at Cyprus
the hijackers agreed to release all their hostages, accord-
ing to official sources. India would soon introduce
legislation barring over 3 millicn civil servants in the
country to have more than three children. Scientists
in Pasadena ssid the American spacecraft, Viking I,
may have landed on a rock in the planet Mars and
would have damaged the tiny equipments meant to
sent signals to the earth: meanwhile President Ford
sent a ccngratulatory message to Project Manager,
James Martin of the Viking spacecrsft for the successful
landing of the spacecraft. Ug officials anneunced that
Dr. Kissinger, US Secretary of State, will meet

 TRIBUNE, September 25, 1976



General Alexander Haig, Supreme Allied Commander
in Europe, in Zurich, and will discuss NATO matters.
USSR's official daily Pravda said that Secretary of State
of the United States was attempting to shield South
Africa by concentrating more on Rhodesia: the paper
further said that the Zurich talks between Dr.
Kissinger and South African Prime. Minister John
Vorster was intended to co-ordinate the strategy of
world imperialism in Africa. Dr. Anton Vratusa,
Yugoslav's representative to the Sea Law Conference,
returned to his. country ana said his country’s stand
was that the littoral statcs withina 200-mile offshore
zone need to have the sovereign right to use sea
resources while recognising the freedoms of overflying
navigation and cable laying for the other countries:
the conference is scheduled to end on September 17.
On the eve of Kissinger-Vorster meeting in Zurich
m7jor clashes between the blacks and the Police were
on in South Africa: in Zurich nearly 1000 demonstratars
marched through the city demanaing both leaders to
quit Switzerland: just before flying to Zurich Dr.
Kissinger told reporters in London that this is the time
to prevent the escalation of bloodshed.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7: Mrs. Indira Gandhi,
Prime Minister of India, told a meeting of teachers in
New Delhi that the government proposed to amend
the Constitution to incorporate a set of fundamental
duties for citizens which will bring about a peaceful
revolution in the country. Scientists after examining
the first colour pictures sent by Viking |l from Mars
said the colour of the planet is likely to be red all over.
Presidents of Tanzania, Zambia, Mozambique, Angola
and Botswana met in Dar Es Salaam to determine
whether. US State Secretary Dr. Kissinger’s attempts
to mediate in South African crisis was worthwhile: all|
five presidents agreed that negotiations in Rhodesia
were useless and that the only way to independence was
through armed struggle: meanwhile, Dr. Kissinger
had his last day of talks in Zurich with South Africap
Prime Minister, John Vorster. The American led United
Nations Command and MNorth Korean officials signed
an accord in Panmunjon designed to prevent any further
border incidents such as the clash in which two US
army officers were killed last month. Romanian Presj-
dent Nicolae Ceausescu will pay an official visit to
Yugoslavia from September 8 to |1 on the invitation
of President Tito. Mrs. Thatcher, leader of the British
Opposition Conservative Party, had talks with Prime
Minister Ali Bhutto of Pakistan in Islamabad: it is
understood the discussions were mainly on the immi-
gration problems in Britain. Jordan announced yester-
day that the US will supply Jordzn with a 540 million
dollar Hawk missile system financed by Saudi Arabia:
King Hussein thankea Saudi Arabia for financing to
strengthen the Jordanian armed forces. Increased
fighting is reported from all front in Lebanon. On the
recommendation of the Attorney Generzl President
Eord decided to continue Mr. Clarence Kelly as head
of the Federal Bureau of Investigations despite dis-
closures that he received gifts from subordinates and
used . government material to decorate his house.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8: Following clashes
between West Indians und Englishmen in Notting Hill
on August 28, 325 policemen were injured: the West
Indians at the time of the incidence were celebrating a
festival: several people were arrested. Yugoslavia has
proposed to the UNESCO general conference to be
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held. in MNairobi next montk that faster -and better
crganised interpational action should be taken for
restityting cultyral assets and archives to the countries
they have been taken our during colenial rule or other-
wise iilegally. Dr. Kurt Waldheim, Secretary General
of the United Nations, said that he is in faveur of a
conference to. discuss disarmament as urged by the
Non-aligned Summit held in Colombo. A USSR made
Soviet Mig 25 also known as the 'Foxbat" flew into
the Hakadate airport in Japan and Japanese. Foreigh
Ministry informed the Soviet Government the pilot
of the Mig 25, First Lieutenent Vikior ivanavich Belenko.
wished to defect to the United States: the officials
further said that the pilot of the Mig did not wish to
meet Soviet Embassy officials: Soviet Embassy officials
requested an interview with the officer and access to
the plane, as well as asking for the Mig to be returned
to the Soviet Union. US Secretary of Srate, Dr. Henry
Kissinger, told reporters in Paris 2frer a meeting with
French President Valery Giscard D'Estaing that he
received the sppport of France to solve the crisis of
independence for Namibia and for majority rule in
Rhodesia: Dr. Kissinger lso said that he briefed French
President on the talks he had with South African
Prime Minister, John Vorster. Lecnid Brezhnev, General
Secretary of the Communist Party of Soviet Union,
said that his country would give the Lactian People
support in the building of a free life and will do
everything to develop relations of friendship, solidarity
and Co-operation with the Republic of Laos: he said
this at a dinner given in Moscow in henour of the visiting
Prime Minister of Laos.

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 9: Government of
India has ordered that all press reports on the family
planning pregram shoulu be passed by censor authori-
ties before publication. Presivcent Ford  personally
decided the United States should grant political asylum
to the Soviet pilot who landed his supersonic Mig 25
in Japan: according to @ White: 'House spokesman
President Ford has also decided to leave the fate of the
plane with the Japanese government. A UN spokesman
said ‘that the Security Council will meet on Friday to
consider the application of Vietnam for membership
in the UN: last year the United Stetes twice vetoed
UN membership for both North and South Vietnam:
meanwhile, President Ford in a news briefing in the
White House said that North Vietnam should provide
a full accounting for all Americans missing inaction
during the Vietnam war without further dalay. US
Secretary of State, Dr. Kissinger, told a news briefing
in Hambyrg, West Germany, that Tanzania has requested
him.to make a diplomatic mission in Africa to speed
black majority rule in Rhodesia and the independence
of South West Africa (Namibia): though Dr. Kissinger
declined firmly to say whether he would m-ke such a
visit but US officials indicated that the mission is likely
to materialise. US Democratic Party's Presidential
candidate, Jimmy Carter, said yesterday that he is
against any move to amend the Constitytion to been
abortions. The three men who hijacked a Dutch airliner
to Cyprus still remained in Cyprus after the release
of allyhostages: two of them wanted to go out of the
country but many airlines refused to accomodate them
without a Police escort: the third hijacker did not at-
tempt to leave the country. Soviet News Agency, Tass,
yesterday said that the statement by British Opposition
Conservative leauer, Mrs. Thatcher, that the Soviet
naval buildup in the Indian Oean was a threat to the
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West as absurb and groundless. Japan's ruling Liberal
Democratic Party’s conservative members refused to
co-operate ‘with Premier Takeo Miki over the conven-
ing of a special session: of the Parliament to discuss
budget bills:  anti-Miki members demanded that he
should Tesign before. the special session opened: they
accused’ him of pursuing the Lockheed bribery scandal
regardless -of political censequences.
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10: Chinese Communist
Party Chairman, Mao' Tse-tung (82), died at 9.40 p.m.
yesterday (Sri Lanka time) according to Peking Radio:
the New China News Agency too issued a statement
on the death of Mao Tse tung: the Agency said Chairman
Mao died “‘because of the worsening of his illness and
despite all treatment, although meticulous medical
. care was given in every way after he fell ill”: loud-
speakers throughout the streets announced the passing
away of Chairman Mao and people gathered all over
the streets to know the details: before announcing the
news the Radio said that zn important announcement
would be made soon: according to obseryers the world
over, the death of Mzo gave deep uncertainties about
the future of China and its relations with the rest of
the world: it also left a deep gap in the Peking leadersnip
which none of his subordinates can aspire to fill in terms
of political or personal stature, Tokyo Police reported
that the pilot of the Soviet Mig, Viktor Ivanovich
Belenko, left for United States for asylum; Lt. Belenko
was a first class passenger on a flight bound for Honolulu;
Los Angeles and Miniapolis. President Ford commenting
on the death of Chairman Mao said he was a great man
of vision and said his death was tragic: he also said
Chairman Mao had the vision and imagination to open the
doors so that the United States and the People’s Republic
of Ckina could do things in a new era and a new way!:
indian Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, described
Chairman Mao as an eminent statesman who led the
resurgence and the progress of the Chinese: British
Premier, James Callaghan, said China’s position in the
world today was a memorial to Chairman Mac’s unique
achievement: Dr. Henry Kissinger said the late leader
was a tremendons figure »nd it is too early to predict
what the effect of his death would be: Japan said with
the death of Mas Tse-tung its relations with China
would enter a new phase. A vast memorial rally is to
be held in Peking’s Tien An Men (heavenly peace)
square on September |8 to mourn the death of Chairman
Mao: the rally will be the culmination of 2 week-long
mourning period starting on Saturday.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1l: Aa Indian airlines
Boeing 737 was hijacked to Lahore, Pakistan, after it
flew from Bombay for refuelling: the hijackers were
overheard to say that they wanted the plane to be
flown to Mecca, Saudi Arabia: two of the hijackers
were armed with German made automatic pistols.
Two airlines believed to be carrying a total of 62 people
collided high above North Western Yugoslavia and
all aboprd were killed: the planes were reported to be
a British airways chartered Trident airliner carrying
54 passengers and a2 DC 9.of the Yugoslav airliner with
108 aboard. Pakistan officials said that they are
negotiating with the hijackers of the Indian plane to
release all the hostages: there are more than eighty
passengers in the plane according to officials. Prime
Minister, John Vorster of South Africa, addressing a
provincial congress of the ruling National Party said
“there will be no sharing of power'': he was applauded
by a crowd of over 6,000: according to Reuters this

statement appeared to slam the door  shut on the
power sharing aspirations of South Africa’s black
majority: Mr. Vorster is scheduled to address a cecret
meeting of all Government Ministers; National Party
members of Parliament and Members of the Provincial
Council: this meeting is expected to brief the'members
on the meeting Dr. Vorster had with Dr. Henry Kiss-
inger: in an anti-apartheid rioting in Cape Town two
days ago over 200 people died. French President Valery
Giscard D'Estaing, paying tribute to Chairman Mao
Tse-tung said the late Chinese .leader rescued his
country from humiliationand restored it to the central
place acknowledged by history: Pakistan declared a
seven-day mourning on the death of Chairman Mao.
Soviet Mig pilot Lt. Belenko arrived in Los Angeles
yesterday and he was soon hustled into a waiting limou-
sine from the Beoing 747 jet which brought him from
Tokyo. WNetherland Government relieved Prince
Bernhard of all military posts by Royal decree because
of his involvement in the Lockheed scandal. Indonesia
yesterday said it was no longer appropriate for the
United Nations to consider the question of East Timor
following the territory’s integration into Indonesia.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12: Pakistani security
forces staged a commando-style raid and captured six
hijackers who hijacked an Indian Boeing 737 plane in
Lahore: the hijackers had released all 71 remaining
passengers held hostage aboard the plane. At the
Kelfavik airport in leeland an American airliner was
hijacked by Croatian extremists: the TWA jet had
fifty-four passengers and a crew of six: the six hijackers
have ordered the plane to be flown to a destination
unknown. Egypt and Sudan have announced they had
agreed to provide facilities in their own countrics for
the ther's navy and air force, to deter or repulse aggres-
sion, occording to the Middle East News Agency. South
African government announced several concessions to
the ctoloured community but rieting in Cape Town
continued: the government anpnounced coloyreds
would no longer have to use separate lavatories, wash.
rooms and waiting rooms in public buildings: the
government also announced coloureds and Asians could
also set up businesses outside designated coloured
areas. Following the death of Chairman Mao Tse-tung
leaders. of three Municipalities in China that directly
came under the administration—Peking, Shanghai and
Tientsin—have pledged their continued support to
the Party's Central Committee: a report from Moscow
said the Chinese Communist Party maintained its low-
key treatment of the death of Chairman Mao. Yy gosla-
vian President, Marshal Tito, called off a visit by French
President, Valery Giscard D’Estaing, on doctors advice:
the 84 year old President was also asked to cancel all
appointments and to rest. lapanese military experts
have been given permission to probe the secrets of
the Soviet Mig 25 jet—the world’s fastest combat plane,
flown to Japan by 2 pilot who sought asylum in the
US: Japanese Defence Department apnounced that
US might be asked for advice dyring the rourse of
investigaticns but will not be allowed for any personnel
inspection of the plane:Lt. Belenke, the pilot of the Mig,
told in America that he wanted to defect because there:
is no freedom under the Communist system in his
country: until the diplomatic wrangle over the plane
is settled the Mig will be.in the hands of the Japanese.
The US Senate approved a Bill to give Foreign Aid in
a sum of 5.3 billion dollars to South Africa.
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¢ Why Elec.tionls » Pay
On Results = Capitals

by Bryan de Kretser

ELECTIONS. Mr. Felix Dias
Bandaranaike had some interest-
ing things to say in regard to the
election business. If, with the
assistance -of a few members of
the Opposition, a two-thirds majo-
rity was assuyred a Constiiutional
change could be effected and the
eleciions could be postponed. |
have a sneaking desire that he
succeeds in his quest for those extra
votes, providing—that this business
of the MP’s letter be dealt with at
once. Nowhere should it be pos-
sible fcr folks to get jobr, favours.
land, etc, via the MP's frown or
favour. It is the MP’s letter which
turns an otherwise useful servant
of the People into a virtu-|l despot.
It is the MP's letter which serves
to signal our own serfdom and
immediate dependence on the MP
for our very existence. Remove
by law and growing public opinion
this barbarous practice, and the
MP fellows will be cut to size
Immedistely. The chaps with the
charisma to get. things done, will
serve as catalysts in their districts
to bring in development miracles;
the others will be ignored and
slowly but surely die withip, and
the ordinary process of death will
also intervene fairly soon.

But of ccurse we cannot always
wait until this death event takes
place. Some measure should be
devised to ensure that one third
of the members of the Nationzl
Assembly go out of office at re-
gular intervals and elections could
be held for other cilizens of the
land to take their place. It all sounds
revolutionary. But sericusly, there
is much to be said against the pre-
sent Parliamentary system. For one
thing, few of our Parliamentarians
have serious political principles
which determine whether they will
be UNP or SLFP.

Most of them would cheerfully
change - horses If they kmew in
advance which horse was going
to win the race. Some of them
do Indeed, hazard a guess 2nd start
jumping. But whilst they are riding
the horses, it is we the poor chaps,
ordinary folks, whose powers the
riders extol around election time

who really lose- mest when  the
race is over. What is really taking
place right new is that those who
have been penalised for backing
the wrong horse are hoping that
through the eleciions they may
be given a chance to do to the
present | powers-that-be — what
those powers-that-be are now do-
ing to them. | hold that this whole
spirit is wrong, that it is building
hatred amongst our peoples, and
that a serious division is taking
place in this land, not only bet-
ween Sinhala and Tamils, but in
the Sinhala peoples themselves.
And this UNP-SLFP business has
done much to bring this state of
things about, | can sull remeber
a time when the leader of the
Oppositicn seriously tried to unite
the UNP and the SLFP. This meant
that in his mind there was no
serious political principle which
stood in the way cf such a recon-
ciliation. Perscnelities then pre-
vented the reconciliation. And
personalitics today also probably
stand to benefit by a continuing
UNP-SLFP struggle. But the strug-
gle however beneficial to indi-
viduals, will not help this people,
this nation. Go ahead; therefore,
| say to Mr. Felix Dias Bandarapaike
with your plans—but please | plead
with you have the courage to take
up the issue | have raised, and
ban the MP’s letter.

THE DEVELOPMENT BLOCK.
| keep coming back to this problem
because | feel it is an important
‘and perhaps decisive one. The
Government has set up excellent
structures at regional levels to
assist farmers and planters gene-
rally. Yet the more the struciures
are improved through more ap-
pointments, training facilivies and
the like, the more we seem to get
bogged down so that development
does. not take place.

Corruption is ' of course one
obvious reason for this. Both plan-
ter and official alike put money
first. Often the main aim of the
planter chap is to collect the sub-
sidy somehow. And the Govern-
ment official also can usually be
persuaded to pass the effort, how-
ever minimal, for payment pur-
foses. if “‘we see to his comfort".

know one official who does not
even bother to visit the planting
sites; he sits down in some com-
fortable village cafe, drinks tea,
and via some permapent contact
chap does the business-progress is
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reported as being satisfactory, the
Government pays the subsidy-dind
the contact chap and the official
chap share the bribe.

But the whole business is more
complicated. Officials, even .the
honest ones, appear to have a
most deleterious’ influence on agri~
cultural production generally. They.
appear to act as a cold frost whic
attacks the roots of trees and. de-
feats growth. They have a strange
and disturbing influence on human
initiatives. These just get arrested.
Plants wilt in the presence of offi-
cialdom. Why!

I think it has something to do
with the fact that the officialzhas
no Immediate or real stake in
the venture he 15 supervising.
He will get his pay each month,
he will be paid travelling and the
expense allowance-whatever . hap-
pens to the trees or the area he is
supposed to look after. | believe
this system is fatal to results. The
planter, whether the chap in trou-
sers or the simple village type,
sees the getting of the subsidy
as the chief end; the official col-
lects the bribe if he is that kind
of a chap, and certainly his pay
at the end of the month.

Payment of both subsidy and
allowance, the money which goes
either to planter or official, ought
to be tied up much more closely
with results, The details do not
need to concern us here-but in
someway both parties must have
a real live immediate interest in
ensuring that plants grow and
yield their fruit, or ¢lse they should
get much less at the end of the
month. We ought to pay for ;e-
sults, not pay them anyways.

ANURADHAPURA AS CAPI-
TAL. For many years, have been
2 kind of 'voice crying in the wilder-
ness’ that for national develop-
ment we must make Anuradha-
pura the capital city. More znd
more folks are beginning to ap-
reciate the need for de-centra-
isation. For us the Capital Colomboe
still serves ‘to destract us from
the main issues of national life.
All the kay chaps are in the metra-
WI is. Rural life suffers consequently.
e must reduce the attraction of
Colombo.
- Apuradhapura should be _made
the political capitzl, Kandy the
cultural one, Trinco perhaps the
Tourlst, one, and Colombo would
be the commercial one. In this
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way wa would deliberately attract
far more of the creative native
talent toe participate in nuiional
life. Colol_'ngé is* for the bulk of
our peoples, despite its aitrac-
tion, a foreign city. The village
yokel feels i1l at ease in a city where
English commands’ the entrance
to all significant . portals. He freezes
up ‘inside of ‘him, feel lost and a
stranger. ° 13

For the robust development of
art, music, economics and social
life, we must move out. And ins-
* tead of giving mere lip service
to Buddhist values, we murt prove
our allegiance by building out
in the country enduring symbcls
of this faith. Colombo is, for all
its attractions, 2 simple common
cosmopolitan city. And for the
transformation cf this land, we
require a people transformed by
a fiath, not merely traditional,
but alive with the awareness of
need and the certainty of being
able to meet that need.

* . =
REVIEW

The Crucifixion

by Jayantha Somasundaram

AT THE OUTSEY itself let us
reiterate the fact that we firmly
believe that the Third World .is
entitled to an independent media,
and that we are fully aware of
the attempts by the Western
mediz to discredit. and distort
events in our countries. Our bona
fides in this field has been ade-
quately establishea in the past
to require no repetitton. None of
this, however, blinds uvs to the
monumental folly of justifying
everything that comes out of a
Third World media that merely
pretends to be nationalist,

For quite some time now we
have been merely substituting one
evil with another. The Ceylonese
press had its faults, no two words
about it, but in the process of
rectifying these faults we have
degenerated to 2 .much more
pathetic situation and are left with
a press that is an example of how
stultifying a bureavcratic strangle-
hold carr be on an essential means
of commimication. '

The Tribune has already dealt with
many of the lessons that we have
to [earn from the disaster that

“was the Press Centre during the
non-aligned conference. What re-
mains to be added is the state of
‘the relationship that exists bet-
ween professional journzalists and
the Information Bureaucrecy. This
was brought to a climax in the
incident which took place at the
height of the conference when
the News Editor of the country’s
‘principal English Language Weekly
was stripped of his accreditation.

No doubt, there were faults on
both sides, But what is of signi-
ficance is the state of hostility and
incompatibility that exists bet-
ween the press and the authori-
ties, The buresucracy wants a
docile press, the existence of a
large, fawning press encourages
them to believe that this is possible,
given just a little more arm twist-
ing. But if we accept the fact that
mass communication is an expres-
sion of a states of awareness 2mong
the people at large, and that people
in any democracy are entitled
to hold and profess diverse opini-
ons, then we have to ask our-
selves the ‘question whether as a
nation we hzve become so poli-
tically apathic as to permit the
elimination of freedom of expres-
sion.

Hard on the heels of this inci-
dent at the Press Centre came
the fictitiousarticle in The Observer,
indicating the depths to which
the docile press, or the kept press
as it is sometimes called, wotld
sink to cater to the dillusions of
grandeur of the powers that be.
It is tragic that such a significant
section of the press is today con-
fining itself to catering to this
kind of megalomania.

The hilarity of the situation how-
ever, is that two senior editors
who do not belong to The Observer
were hapled over the coale in
an attempt to distract us from the
true nature of the crisis that pre-
vails in our national media.

This is not the_place to advance
a defence of this journalist or that.
But it is not without its relevance
to say that consistent harassment
that has now led to crucifixion has
become 2n unfortunate weapon
in the hands of _Fower crazed
bureaucratic—elite. The case of Mr.
Philip Cooray is worth recount-
ing. We have been one of his hara.
shest crities in_the days when he
wias editor of The Observer. None-
theless we never belleved that

anything noble could accrue trom
kicking him into the Ceylon News
in an attempt to make him a tame-
journalist. What is remarkable is
the fact that he had the courage
to tump it and a stick to this post
when the path of least resistance
would have been to throw in the
sponge and find a berth elsewhere.
Not content with this the esta-
blishmentarians ~have now thought
fit to finally nail him to the cross.

No doubt we need a press that
is responsive to the times. But
the times must be times of enlight-
enment. Bandaranaike would say
that “rivers never flow backwards™,
nor must we suppose that we can
retroactivate ourselves into the
dark regions of the past. No new
generation of journalists can step
into the arena of mass media, com-
petent to contribute to national
development and to foster a higher
cultural consciousness, in 2an at-
mosphere that is characterised by
witchhunts. Nor can minds deve-
Iop in insulation. lsolating us from
criticism from the west solves
nothing—it merely provides a' sel-
lers market for the stooge media.
For example, the Newsweek, of
23rd August was held up by the
Customs while they deliberated
whether or not the half-wits that
they take the reading: public for,
could be exposed to that maga-
zine’s analysis of the non-aligned
conference. The new Czars tell
us not merely what to do, but
what we should think, say and
write—and woebetide anyone who
refuses to don the straight jacket.

» * #
BUILDING A VILLAGE HOUSE-—9I

Village Scrapbook
(V" Revisions)

By Herbert Keuneman

KANTALAI WATER. The Kan-
talai kello, who have just been and
gone back, having had a brief vaca-
tion are indignant with me for
(they say) having misunderstood
their letters and given readers
—this, apparently, is what most
disturbs them—the idea that they
are Inaccurate reporters. ‘But’,
savs Biso forglvingly. ‘don't put
yourself out about it: It must be
difficult for you to understand
quite what we write in Siphalese.’
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Fiddlesticks! Now | am a little
indignant, too! Pandit I may not
be, but | understood their Sin-
halese all right: what must have
caused the misunderstanding—there
has, indeed, evidently been one;
though a minor one in my estima-
tion—is their disorganized para-
graphination: they mention their
own local drought and the utter
depletion of their (Mahaveli) river,
and then their local rains and the
welcome filling up of their tanks
in the same paragraphs and expect
me not to connect the one obser-
vation with the other!

However, to set the record
straight: this is how, the girls tell
me, things at their vyapara took
place and now are. There were
heavy and, though welcome, un-
seasonable local rains but the tanks
had filled from the suddenly swol-
ten Mahaveli. ‘Our rains had ceased.’
one of the girls told me, ‘and our
tanks were still only puddles of
rain water; but we went to sleep
one night wishing it would rain
and rain some more, enough at
least to swell the many small pudd-
les into one big one which the
sun would not find it so easy to
evaporate; and when we woke
next morning, though it hadn’t
rained at all in the night they had
swollen into a very big pool, a
real lake; and it had come from
the river. So you seel’

| am not clear what she expected
me to ‘see’ from this purely forui-
tous piece of serendipity: | rather
think, however, that she felt |
had been in some sense disloyal
in having in a previous article
questioned the viability of ‘their’
scheme as a consequence of the
rape of the river which should
have insured it.

| still do. | still think that the
fact that the scheme was saved
this year by a providential yp-
country rainfall at a season when
nobody could have counted on
such a thing—| drove that way
on 29 August, and there were the
above-the-dam waters at Polgolla
backed brimming up the Hunnas
Oya tributary below the Matale/
Katugastota Road as far as Amba-
tenna and beyond; the witness of
a wetness not common in August
i the Kandy region—should nct
lull anybody’s criticism of an irres-
ponsible political ‘gundv’ nor per-
suade anyone responsible for the
success of the Kantalai schemes to
lessen his efforts towards every

possible precaution for the future.
I still think. that to create a new
Mahaveli by the facile process of
robbing the water from the course
of the old was an irresponsible
act; that however pragmatic—
shameful word—politicaily, it was
arbitrary and despotical toward
the second-class dependents on the
river south and east of its old
course; and that yntil steps are
taken to let both Mahaweli flow full
(which CAN be done by building
those ypper course reservoirs which
were the heart of the original plan
and were cynically neglected as
not immediately politically profit-
able) a potential boon to the coun-
try for all time under whatever
government will remain a2 monu-
ment to one government's self-
seeking.

This | tried to make my duvas
appreciate; for | do not hold it
necessary. that to be properly
aware of and grateful for a benefit
conferred a beneficiary should be
careless of the benefactor's pecca-
bility. If a government does excel-
lent things and deplorable things,
it is right that each should be re-
cognized and proportionably as-
sayed, But | am not sure that |
‘registered': the girls are so taken
up with the renewed promise of
all they had looked forward to that
their full tanks—now only a foot
below spill level—again hold forth
that, ignoring the fact that they
are only luckily and accidentally
full, they are willing to ignore
also depersonalized matters of prio-
rities and policy. | fear the same,
and in perhaps greater degree of
self-centredness, in the majority
of our voters: | have benefited,
and the price—or the future—is not
my responsibility. The career pali-
tician fears no such attitude: he
counts on it!

Never mind. The girls are un-
doubtadly happy, and the prospects
for their vyapara seem set fair.
For 1976.

ONE WAY TO MAKE A LIT-
TLE MONEY ON THE SIDE.
I've been having second thoughts,
too, about P's complaint concern-
ing which also | wrote last week.
Truth to tell, | was not at first
disposed to take it or him very
seriously. (As | last week explained,
he haa lately. completed a clear-
ing contract in connexion with
large project not far away and
claimed that he had been mulcted
in 2 considerable sum when it came
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to the ﬁoint of getting paid of
the work. done). Knowing P, |
was satisfied that the amount he
said lie had been cheated of could
not possibly be as much as he
stated—it was a startling propor-
tion of the value of his contract:
but P always believes that consi-
derable embroidery of the truth
makes the truth lcok that much
more impressive—and again, know-
ing P, | felt that had positions been
reversed he would not have hesi-
tated to benefit himself by much
the same sort of squeeze he was
complaining about just because he
was on the squeezed side and
fancied that | had the influence
to get him off unsqueezed alto-
gether. Whereas, in fact, | was
not a little pleased that he should
be choked with a little of the
medicine he had not infrequently
administered to me. So P, as |
reported, has been ‘angry with’
me; becuyase | would not support
a petition he proposed to address
to a Big MNoise for the righting
of his wrong.

Since then, | have had what
seems to me good reason to change
my attituyde considerably; though
not, perhaps, so much towards
P whom | still regard as some-
thing of a twister. For a few days
ago | had another complaint of
precisely the same nature from
a visitor who is P's very antithesis.

Kalu Banda mudalali—| shall call
him that—is amongst the most
upright villagers | know. Despite
being a mudalali, that much-vili-
fied breed of man. One instance
will de. When the price of petrol
suddenly rose so ridiculously high,
Kalu Banda raisea the charge for
the car which he owns and hires
from Rs. 12 for a trip to Galgamuwa
(8 miles) to Rs. 20; just as every
other owner did. But his price
stayed there. Everyone else, in a
short time, was trying it on: at
Rs. 22, 25, even 30; and the price
has dropped to Rs. 25—or Rs, 20
with a lot of bargaining—only be-
cause nobody would hire cars at
such prices, nobody could, since
every other price had shot up as
well. But Kalu Banda had worked
out a reasonzble profit, and stayed
with it. | asked why, during the
Rs. 30 period, He simply said: ‘Rs
20 is enough.' The very model of 2
mudalali, do you agreel

Well, when this model mudalali-
called to see me the other evening
with a complaint similar to P’

.



Clever Corruption

{save that it rang truer) and asked
couldn’t | do anything to help, |
was consfrained to wish | could;
and | have. since, been, consider-
ing ways and means. | confess that
when P suddenly turned up after
a pointed absence of several weeks
while Kalu Banda was still talking
with me, my partisanship was some-
what shaken. This was clearly 2
pre-arranged convergence. But as
i listened to Kalu Banda's story
ana compared it with P's it be-
came evident that the latter’s
exaggerations did not invalidate
the conclysion that something more
deliberate, cold-blooded and spe-
cifically ana efficiently organized
than a mere rake-off had been
going on. P’s claim that ‘he had
‘lost’ Rs. 10,000 on a 25-acre con-
tract—he later cut it down to Rs.
2,000 he was actual'-{ out-of-pocket
—obviously hyperbolized in a bid
to engage my sympathy in the
typical ‘P’ manner, had in fact put
me off altogether by its patent
impossiblity. But now, here was
as trustworthy a person as Kalu
Banda mudalali alleging the same
sort of dishonest deprivation al-
beit on a much more likely scale.
He, he said, had lost Rs. 1,800
actually out-of-pocket cn a 77-acre
contract. Moreover, he was able
to explain how the cheat (at an
organized and regular level) seemed
to be contrived. It seems yndeni-
able that some very dirty work
is going forward; and | feel | ought
to do something, as what reasonably
responsible citizen ought not! But
what can | do?

| can, at least, publish the general
outline cf this racket—it is noth-
ing less—in Tribune and hope that
someone with the authority and
the will to investigate will read
this article and be moved to move
in the matter. | shall be glad to
reveal to him all | know and to
furnish him with at least two wit-
nesses whose real names | shall
divulge, as | shall divulge what-
ever | possess of any other rele-
vant knowledge, to anybody with
plausible motivition 2nd satisfac-
tory credentials.

it appears that in this kind of
operation you do nothing so crude
as demand an ordipary bribe or
take a simple cut with the atten-
dant risk of being exposed. Instead,
you set up a Contractor of Straw—
your own man; or merely a name
in a book—and that is to begin
with. You then welcome all the
real contracters you can, and farm
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your jungle between them. The
promised rate for clearing it is
Rs. 500 (I think) per acre of stand-
ing wood and Rs. 300 (1 think)
per acre of scrub jungle. The pre-
cise rates are not relevant.

You allot the contracts on the
basis of a rough survey (but you
do not emphasize its roughness
both of the total extent to be
cleared and of the proportion of
each kind of clearing the work
will require. On such a basis you
sometimes execite—but, sometimes,
omit—a signed document:
at this stage the village contractor
is so eager to begin what seems
is going to be a most lucrative
labour that he will not quibble
over formalities; if he is difficult,
he just gets no contract, that's all.

It is after the clearing is all done
that the pay-off comes. You have
your officer whose business it is
to pass the contracts inspect the
sites, finally measure the 'and
cleared under each category, and
calculate the monies due. He finas
that the 100 acres allotted to Con-
tractor A is in fact only 77 acres
(this was what happened to Kalu
Banda mudalali) ar.dP the 30 acres
allotted to Contractor B is in fact
only 25 acres (this was, he says,
what happened to P) and that
the proportion of heavy clearing
had been originally similarly over-
estimated and that the actual work
done is in fact so much and the
payment due is in fact suddenly
so unsuspicionedly little! What to
do! And, as | understana it, there
is no appeal: the theodolite does
not lie!

‘But this isn't the end of this
shocking affair.” The inspector
deesn't pocket his money; there
isn’t any money for work not done,
so nobody can be accused of taking
it. Yet, THE WORK HAS BEEN
DONE! It was zll allowed for in
the original survey; and the village
centractor has done it! he isn't
credited with it, is all. It is credited
to the Contractor of Straw. PAID
to him, too! cui bono?

| suggested to Kalu Banda that
if he was sure of all this he institute
legal action, have the extents check-
ed by anh authorized Surveyor. But
he wouldn'c risk the costs of that
in the absence, as he pointed out,
of official landmarks.

You can fool a lot of the villagers
a lot of the time, even the compara-
tively fly ones, and make a nice

profit fromit if you are flier, And
if nobody supervises Yyou very
closely.

. &
FORTY YEARS AGO
IN A TEA ESTATE—8B

The V. A. Cometh

By Ina Trimmer

PREPARATIONS were completed
and everything set for the Visiting
Agent. The day dawned wet and
dreary. The fine weather that we
had been blessed with since our
arrival broke suddenly. Soft night
rains and the chain of jewel
strung days blazing with sunshine
were blotted cut by a mighty
grey hand. Rain pattered down
all might on the tagram roof, noisy
and disturbing. Morning brought
no relief. The heavens had opened
their floodgates.

“Break of the monscon’, said
my husband. “You can set your
clock by it. You are lucky to be
here and not at the Big Bungrlow."

He woke extra early that day.
Nothing must disturb or hurry
his morning session at the tea
table, but |, the incorrigible lie-a-
bed snuggled into my blanket and
enjoyed another hour of the best
sleep of all, in my opinion—sleep
stolen from Time, from what be-
longed to the day. At nine-thirty
Teddie set out to meet the V.A.
at the Gap. This was his custom
always, Not only was it a gesture
of welcome, butin coming down
they inspected the Upper Division,
the slopes of which in places began
almost on a level with the Gap. In
a drenching icy shower he went
down the steps to Mount George,
his other horse, a bay. Mary was
too high-spirited to be ridden
on such a day. She was a one-time
race horse but George was quick
and easily controlled. My husband
was certainly dressed for the occa-
sion. No ordinary rain could touch
hitm but this was no ordinary rain,
and | wondered whether, he would
keep dry in spite of his heavy Tain-
coat and sou'wester which covered
him as far as his shoulders.

At home everything was ready,
Tne Beef Box agd the styff frozn
Kandy had arrived the evening
before. | was aghast when 1| saw
the quantity of foodstuffs unpacked.
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“Town Mouse that | had been,
| never stacked up for more than
two days. But here was enough
to feed the whole estate; fish,
mutton, pork in proedigious quanti-
tids. Besides these, the Becf Box
too had brought in from Kandy,
vegetables, butter, cheese, coffee,
more fish-pomfret, my husband’s
favourite, to be filleted and fried
a golden brown in breudcrumbs
and fruit. The back verandah,
where everything was unpacked,
looked like a Sunday fair.

My husband had asked for a
lunch of ccld lamb and salad but
Arumugan thought otherwise. With
many years of experience behind
him, he advised me, ‘'Doraisani,
what cold lunch to-day! Rain-
ing, raining, all the time raining.
Everything cold outside, so what
for putting cold inside also. | give
nice hot chicken pie. | making puff
pastry like Mrs. Gray teached me.
All the gentlemens liking chicking
pie—my chicken pie.”

“But Arumugam,’’ | said dubi-
ously, worried to death over this
important  matter—"‘What  will
master say! Will he be angry?”

“Aiyo! What for angry if making
something nice! Anyone can cook
cold lamb, but my chickie pie,
Doraisani.”

Dramatically he spread his hands

| was convinced.

“All right! Make your chicken
pie.” To myself | added—"And
the blood fall on your own head.”

Fidgety and restless. | walked
about. A hundred times | inspected
the V.A.’s room. It looked positively
cosy. A white Muslim blind closely
gathered covered the lower part
of the window, and long curtains
hung from above. They were the
piece de resistance of my prepara-
tions. | found them in the old black
box amongst all the other para-
phernalia; of heavy brown material
with wide bands 2t top and bot-
tom of black, green and orange,
a, most attractive trimming, im-
provised holders of large two inch
nails held the pole from which the
curtains were suspended. What a
difference they made to the barn-
like room! | surveyed my handi-
work with great satisfaction. A
vase of yellow roses stood on the
dressing table, and rugs from other
lands brought by my husband on
his many trips overseas made gay
contrasts on the cane matting.

Arumugam was busy in the
kitchen. | dare not disturb him.
Water was sizzling away 'in large

caildrons for | knew that my hus-

band's first call would be “hot
baths". He was great on his *hot
baths,’”” his first gesture of hos-
pitality. | too was ordered one
the night !larrived!

The hours were so slow in pass-
ing. | looked at the time again.
Eleven o'clock! Another hour at
least; my husband had warned
me they could not possibly finish

all they had to do before twelve.

It would even be later. Patience
was never one of my virtues, so
| fidgetted and fussed. Then at
last | heard the sound of horses
coming up the steep path from
the factory, their hooves clatter-
ing on the stone-paved last rise,
| saw my husband jump off George,
the bay. Behind was the V.A. on
his own horse which he sent ahead
of him wherever he went. This
was the custom; his horse accom-
panied him on 2ll his “visits" to-
gether with bags of horsefood
and the horsekeeper.

A tall, well-built, soldierly figure
climbed the steps which had now
turned into a cascade. Rivulets ran
from my husband and the V.A
as they entered, making lakes
on the verandah.

“Sypny, this Is Mr. Williams,
my V.AM

“How d'you do’, he said in a
very grave and decisive voice,
With such emphais on the "do”
that | really didn't know what
to say. | kept silent though that
emphatic “do’* surely needed 2
reply. However, it was evident
he didn't expect one for he fol-
lowed it up with “Whatis your
definition of an optimist?”

| didn't know what to answer,
so again | kept silent, so again he
didn’t expect me to reply for he
answered the question himself.

“An optimist”, he said, “in my
opinion, is someone who comes
to Brae with one pair of shoes,
and one rrincoat.”

We langhed.

“Don't worry Williams, we'll
spon remedy all that, | have at
least half a dozen rain coats, and
as for shoes'' my husband looked
down at his feet and so did Mr.
Williams,

My dear Trim’” he said, “your

shoes won't fit me. Mine are real

beetle-cryshers.”’
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We all looked down. My hus-
band's ‘size-six 'foot was ‘like a
p!gfn_y’s compared with the V.A'S

Never mind” | sald, “We'll
socn get that right for Kq.u. Change
into slippers’ as quickly .as you
can and . we'll have your ‘shoes
dried by the factory furnace.”

"Hog baths" shouted my husband.

“Palainimuttu, hot ' baths for
Agentu Master and me'.

Mr. Williams gave me a look.
“There he is—hot bath! He -evi-
dently believes  that cleanliness is
next to godliness or does he put
it first of all. But it's certainly
most welcome now. We are both
frozen. That, and er......

“Hot cup of tea'” said my husband.

“Tea er, er..er’.

I could see what he wanted to
say so | interjected with.."er
damnped,” under my breadth. He
heard me.

“Quite right"! he said In that
decisive voice of his. “Quite right!
This husband of yours is a greatg
admirer of his own wares. But
not all of us 2re. Once when | wag

Europe's Top-secret
Invention
Madras, Sept. 8,

Invention of a machine that
can perfectly reproduce the
currency of eny country, any
bapk draft or document is to-
day's ‘‘most closely guarded
secret of Europe’s, the former
Inspector General of Police. Mr
F. V. Arul, said yesterday.

“] will let you in on this se-
cret. This machine hes been
developed in one of the Euro-
pean countries and its repro-
duction of any currency or
document .is so perfect that it
is impossible to tell the origi-
nal from the dupliczte”, Mr.
Aru! told a2 meetng organised
by the Institute of Public Rela-
tions and Management while
speaking on Interpol.

Not only the Interpol, the
world Governments were alar-
med by the development of
this machine and the country
which had done it had been
asked to keep it a top secret
so that unscrupulous elements
mil%ht not acquire it, Mr. Arul
sald. 3

—Samachar
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Isldrmic -

visiting him we had the usual hot
baths and then sat down to talk
shop. Thefe he was old Trim with
his tea trayand } had a great array
of ‘whiskys and brandies before
me, but nary a one was | offered.
While he drank cup after cup of
tea | looked on thirstily. At last
this torture was unbearable. Look
here. Trim old men, aren't l:u
Ig;.ning to offer me a drink?” | asked

im.

Teddie looked abashed.

(To be Continued)

* * *
FROM AD 870

Muslim Shrines In

Sri Lanka

By T. M. G. Samat

Visitors from Muslim countries
were many during the Summit
month of August. Not many would
have been aware the fact that
Muslim have lived here from around
AD 870. The island had the mes-
sage of fraternity and equality be-
fore the Maldives, Pakistan, South
and North India and the Far East.
Very much in agreement with
this view is the Tarish-a-Farish.
Muslim Shrines in Sri Lanka are
numerous. They are to be found
in the lanes in cities and little
known villages like Ampe 2nd
in small towns and are ample testi-
mony of the tolerance of Buddhists
matched by the peace in Islam.

Robert Knox commenting on
the harmony between the two
communities states. 'Nor are the
Sinhalese charitable only to their
poor and particularly to Moorish
beggars who are Mohammedans by
religion. These have a temple in
Kandy. A ceértain former Sinhalese
King ‘gave this temple this privilege—
that every freeholder should conttr-
bute a ponnam (a silver coinstruck
by the King) to it. They very confi-
dently, when they beg, said they
came to fulfill the people’s charity.”

Just a little over |00 years ago
the Maha Nayake Thero of Asgiriya
temple offered land for the cons-
truction of a mosque in Kandy.
In his letter,the Maha Nayake Thero
stressed that the coffer was free
fram all restrictions in the practice
of Islamic rites. The founder of
the mosque was howeyer unable

17

ta. avall himself of the generous
gift byt it need hardly be said how
much this act of goodwill was
appreciated.

COLOMBO CENTRAL, for its size,
has: more Muslim  Shrines than
many other parts of the city. There

are two behind Maradana Nursing

Home. One in Clifion lane, Dema-
tagoda, another a litile more than
a stone's throw from the offices
of Tribune close to the roundabout

in Slave Island two in Colpetty

and the most famous of them all
(associated Wwith a woman oil
monger’s miracle) is in Lipton’s
circus. Many of these shrines are
patronised by all communities; the
one in Lipton's circus was patro-
pised by more than one distin-
guished person among them were
C. A. Lorensz and Sir P. Ramanathan.

The sancity associated with some

of these places is becayse of a Saint
having stayed here (as in Kuru-
gala in Balangoda where Qurub
Mohiyaddeen Abdul Cader lailani
the foremost Muslim Saint, an
Iraqi Is believed to have spent a
period of time here) But almest
all these shrines are the last reste-
ing places of holy men who came-
on pilgrimage to Adam's Peak and
stayed behind to spend the rest
of their days in Muslim concentra-
tions here.
THE MEERA MECCAM Mosque
in Kandy, which commemorates
the Muslim saint Seyed Shahvl-
hameed, whose last rest'ng placa
is at the famous MNagoor mosque
in India. This saintly person came
on 2 pilgrimage to Adam’s Pek
with another saintly persoen. The
latter stayed behind while the
former went back to the sub-
continent. In Kandy. a pagoda fes-
tival, a major event takes place
in the island's Muslim Criendar
annually at th's mosque in com-
memoration of Saint Seyed Shahul-
hameed.

How each shrine was identified
is% history in itself and perhaps
the most recent is the shrine of
Husseni Bee Bee in Slave Island.
In the year |875, the priest of
Wekande mosque here, the late
Khateeb Noordeen Tayif Hadjiar,
engaged some workmen to clear

the site upon which some cons-

truction work was to be carried
out. In the course of the work of
these workmen they found some
tombstones. The inscription on one
indicated that it had been erec-

ted over the grave of a Pattini

woman by the name of Husseni
Bee Bee. The priest-had the grave
fenced off and took steps towards
keeping the place clean. :
STRANGE OCCURENCES took
place here subsequently. A voice
from the grave drew the atten-
tion of a Tamil woman cutting
grass in the vicinity of the grave.
The voica said “Touch not that
cow.” The woman much frigh-
tened fell unconscious. The animal
was in the proximity groaning.
Shortly after it was delivered of
a calf. The Muezzin cf the mosque
subsequently one night was asleep
when he was awakened by some-
one tapping him on his shoulder.
He saw a figure which said “l am
Husseni Bee Bee, the Alamaram
Awliya.” There was a much Wor-
ried Muezzin. Should he tell others
of should he not? But as the day
came he resorted to the line of
least resistence.

The next night the Muezzin
was awalkened agein by the same
figure. He saw it dressed in white
“You have failed to deliver my
message'’ said the figure. A very
much frightened Muezzin rushed
to the house where the Khateeb
lived. . !

The Khateeb had gope to Alut-
gama and that was how one of
the Trustees at whose houce the.-
Muezzin knocked came to learn
of the whole episode. The follow-
ing morning the Khateeb returned
and he was informed of all that
had tzken place.

ACCOMPANIED by the Trustees,
the Khateeb proceeded to the
grave. He took with him a wick
in o cup of cold water and lit it
when he came to the grave. It
continued to burn for over half
an hour in the cold water and a
crowd collected and wondered aa
the phenomenon.

Not long after a woman em-
ployed at the Commercial Company
on her way to work suddenly took
ill near the gates of the mosque
when passing the gates. She moved
to where the grave was sited in
pain and threw herself on it im-
ploring the Saint for relief from
her affliction which had come so
suddenly. She called for the plant-
ing of a green flag on the grave
and since cne was not available at
the time a white flag was used
instead for the purpose. The
woman was toon after relieved
of her affliction and was able o
fo back home.

TRIBUNE, September 25, 1976



Another ipnstance where the
Saint’s intercession was sought
concerned the sister of A. C.

Sumps a well known figure in
Stave Island who suffered a
disease in the eye which had de-
fied treatment. That night the
mother in a dream was informed
that she should take some leaves
from a certain plant grewing near
the head of the grave and the juice
squeezed out from these leaves
used in the diseased eye.The
sick eye responded to the treat-
ment. On the 10th day of the
Muslim month of Zul Quda (the
I1th of the Muslim Calendar)
a “Thalifathiya” is conducted here
annually.

The places of these shrines are
places of Muslim concentrations
established long before the Poriu-
guese came to the Island .
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Coconut Country
By Alkardi Mugana

There is a map showing the tea,
rubber and coconut areas of Ceylon
in colour that is attractive. My
foray from the estate last week-end
was in the Kalutara and Beruwala
direction. All the people | met
in the Beruwala region, my night
there, made it their task to warn
me pot to be alone anywhere,
or | would surely be robbed, ad-
vice which | had perforce to ignore
if | was not to make my journey
a farce. A coconut region, this,
there was 2 difference between
here and where | had come from,
no large estates as far as | could
see, nor the barbed-wire fences
that make a night journey over
there so lonely. Lonely this was
in a different way, just its remo-
teness from the main road. | felt
there was more of 2 threat in the
very warnings | was given, from
the people who gave them than
in an other wise seemingly inno-
cuous, empty, sleepy, barren place
chat | found myself in that night.
Later the place became alive
enough for me to find some people
to show me the place where |
wanted to go. | was away before
dawn, unfortunately, tc find a place
to get to mass. At my third church
| was lucky. The breakfast where
{ had slept, and a leisurely move
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northwards towards Colombo,
where | arrived in the evening.
Then another night foray, a friendly
greeting from a man | had not
seen for years, a2 guide, and another
house. Some of the family were
in. My arrival seemed to be provi-
dential. | do not know how things
would have worked out if | had
not come at all, but | might have
poured ol on troubled waters by
my arrival that night and not the
next ‘morning; and, in truth, if
| had left my jhourney till the next
day, | might not have gene at all-
As seemed to be my wont justt
then, | was again away before
dawn, this time to keep an appoin-
ment, and when | was able to meet
them all again the next day, the
situation seemed easier.

Tragedy had struck even a year
earlier, in the shape cf a suicide,
of which | have always had a horror.
| do not know what it was, but |
missed the atmosphere that | have
always attached to such places.
The cause of that tragedy, | was
told, had been a land dispute. These
who have reaa the newspapers
will have learped that death from
even a iudicial hanging is not ins-
tantoneous, and if a man does not
lose conscicusness at once, he may
well have time to show some re-
morse and contrition,  and it is
the final moment of a man's life
that determines his destination.
Prayer by another cap even bring
a man to consciousness again long
enough to re-arrange his disposi-
tions, his peace with Ged. My third
night en this long foray had to be
spenc in yet apother place, and |
did not find the place | was looking
for even with the help of a most
seifless guide; but thanks to the
fact that he stayed with me, after
censtantly changing his mind about
leaving me and going home, and
all this, if | remember correctly,
unsolicited, | was able to find a
place to stay. The presence of my
guide must have stood surety for
me, for after my third unsuccess-
ful expedition in as many half-
hours, | decided to try to call it
a day, or rather a night, and the
people where | was then let me
stay. Then my St. Raphael de-
parted. | think | 'made new friends.

We have been having a quiet
time on the estate. The clearipg
of the boundary in the subsidiary
Crop area went on apace, and a
part, which has never been cleared,
was cleared. Our factor here is

Human Relations

‘away, and his son deputised, taking
sure charge of the labour and
doing just as good a job. He worked
with his gang of men and women,
and a happy family they were.
Later he did some very vigorous
dancing to celebrate Christmas,
and he invaded our front verandah,
and when | placed my hand on his
shoulder, | could not but wonder
at the muscle of which he was
made. This married lad is quite a
character,. as tough in mind as
in body, but | hear he has a soft,
malleable spot, too, fainting at
the ticking off my brother-ip-law
gave him once, and not so long
ago.

There is another section under
a lad of similar age, a hard worker,
intelligent, who leads well. His
mother quite often works under
him, when she is not leading the
women gathering fallen nuts. We
have some tall trees that cannot
be picked with a kekka. Anyway
we had an increase of seven thou-
sand in the fallen nuts in the last
pick, that is the nuts which fell
of their jown accord betewen the
picks, and though our pick was
over last week, in the four days
since than we have already gathered
our three hundred fallen nuts.

A man from the village was caught
carrying off four nuts on the estate.
When the superintendents chased
him, he pulled out a knife, and as
our man tried to get hold of him
as he went through the fence,
the thief threw a heavy pole and hit
him across the head. One of our lads,
hard-up for cigerette money, asked
a boutique to make a bill out for
a pound of the staples he had been
sent to buy, but to parcel up only
three-quarter of a pound, and he
pocketed the change. Luckily the
deputy superintendent spotted the
short and the story came out.

A npumber of coconut leaves
have been woven into cadjans,
and a double-bullock cart made
three journeys to bring all the
cadjans in from near the pool where
the weaving was done. Two mep
spent all day repairing their kitchen,
One man was repairing a single
bullock c¢art that had not beep
used for years. Tamarinds galore
were shaken off a tree. TWo men
climbed an enormous trunk of
a syembela tree without branches
lower down, and once among the
branches they shookthe syembela
or tamarind down. There large
sacks were braught in, and that
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-was only the beginning, Each of
these two men, when ascending

the tree: trunk, looked like ¢lim-

bers on the innominate on Great
‘Gable, that fearssome looking
crack on a bare rock face that only
the best and most fearless of men
climb in the English Lake District.
Qur countrymen were just as
fearless in their own way.

Kuruminia had attacked, and
they killed in a day, two young
coconut trees some years old. As
the Kotuwa, in which they were,
“had only just been cleared of its
long-standing growth, and one of
the trees was near the gate, one
wonders why they were not re-
ported and action taken. In another
kotuwa, a tree far gone was saved,
as we discovered that same day.
We had not much hope for it
when we treated it.

The paddy fields were watered
with a pump. One of them had
had urea applied to it that morp-
ing, and we wondered about a
small parce! of urea that was found
under some coconut leaves by
the edge of the fizld, when the
watering was being done. What
was more serious was thatit looked
as if not all the paddy plants had
received urez, and yet some if it
had been brought back to the
store. The man's explanation was
that there had been dew on the
ground when he had done the manu-
ring at 9 2.m., and that the urea
had melted on the wet parts of
the field.

We had more men out cutting
grass for the cattle. During the
long dry spell there is not much
grass anywhere, and yet when
this dry spell was prolonged a
year or two back, the cattle looked
well ight through it. We put it
down to their easy access to the
river. We have resorted to dra-
.coman measures without male
buffaloes, starting them into submi-
ssion, So that they can be yoked.
Certain it is that if they are not
tramed, there is only the butcher
for them, which | would go to any
lengths to. avoid for such young
animals. About those trees that
were killed by Kuruminia, two men
had to be put on burning tham.

NEXT WEEK

@® ON CATTLE IMPORTS

[

LETTER

# Sinhala - Tamil

| re~d with great interest and
concersn the article in your Tribune
No. 20 by Doctor R, W. ;
Thambizh in reference to the (Cey-
lon Tamils) . As far as | can see it is
indeed a tragedy that we concern
oursalves as Sinhalese, Tamils,
Burghers, Muslims etc. The need
~f the moment as far as .| can
see is UNITY and SAMITY irres-
pective of class, creed or race.
Thizs God-gifted Island of ours is
too small though richly endowed
to be divided regionally or other-
wise. This country is blessed with
most of the natural things needed
for progress except for the sepa-
ratist fallacies of its inhabitants.
Why cannot we live as an inter-
grated nation, maintaining our diffe-
rent religions and customs while
working together for the uplift-
ment of the nation as 2 whole. |
was sofry to see that such an emi-
nent person as the author cf the
srticle referred as to who came
here first, or, harked back to the
contest between Elara and Dutu-
gamunu calling it a stupid fight,
while advocating UNITY. It is re-
gretable that at the same time he
maintains that certain areas were
indisputable Tamil areas. it is best
in my opinion that everyone of
us forget such separatist ideas
and work together for the unity
of the nation. The language prob-
lem can be settled by making the
teaching of all three languages
compulsory in schools at all levels.
The urgent need is to join hands
and work for the benefit of all,
These controversies are originated
in the fertile minds of our poli-
ticians of both sides who have
only one eye to the benefit of
themselves, and their tub-thum-
pers, and, care not two hoots for
the nation as a whole. Until such
time as we entertain such poli-
ticians, so long will our nation drag
itself along. We will achieve noth-
ing worthwhile for the poor com-
man man who is always in the
majority whether he be Sinhalese,
Tamil, Muslim or burgher. Let
us therefore discard such divisive
idzas and ioin together in giving
a bztter deal te the nation as 2
whole. When we leck around us
what do we see but chaos, penury,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

unhappiness, frustration and ex-
treme bitterness. It is certaiply
timely and urgent that we get to-
gether to arrest the decline of -
the mation which is fast gather-
ing momentum for the final crash.

It would be a pity if we were to

permit such an enevitable end

for everyone, while we still have

a good chance of making this a

proud anc¢ respected ration |

extremely regret that at a certaip

period 'of most vecent origin the .
rolling politicians raised a (Sinhala

only, Sinhala in 24 hours) cry whose

reverbertaions and repercyssions

still echz and will continues to

unless remedied. This has mislead

the younger generation into a false

sense of pseudo nationalism, and

some zctyally spurned and neglected

the study of english as an unneces-

sary foreigners !anguage foisted on

us as a subjugated nation. But it

is heartrending that these poli-

cies have not been strictly adhered

to now, when every werthwhile

profession calls for a credit in

English. How do these politicians

reconcile such contradictory ideas?

Cannot the public see that they

have been led up the garden path

purely for the benefit of such poli-

ticians, their tub-thumpers and

pall bearers. Where ever we look

around us to day we see rampant

corruption, bribery, and vote

catching slogans. What we actually

need fo day are sane, honest,

farthinking men. to lead us

(Statesmen) and not slogan

shouting  politicians. In  this

every one of us can and should

rake a hand in separating the sheep

from the goats. The time is at hand

and that s election time to scop

this eternal bickering whihc gets

none of us anywhere. 1, therefore

say UNITY and SANITY NOW

if we wish to see our future gene-

rations with a smile on their

cherubic faces.

S. P. R. Fernando

“The Pinacle"
278, Kattuwa,
Megombo.
25.8.76

NEXT WEEK
% POWER STRUGGLE
IN CHINA
3 SEX MORES IN THE WANNI
# MAHA PROSPECTS?
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Confidentially

Packetted Meat—
A Mirage

IS IT NOT A FACT that ncbody
has yet explained how the MNational
Livestock Development Bo-rd was
able to provide packetted meat
during the Nonaligned Summit (just
before and immediately after) at
the price it did? That it is essential
to know the dynamics and mecha-
nics of the Board's meat packetting
programme? That though a tight
secrecy net has been woven aro-
und the whole operation, know-
ledgeable circles in the techno-
logical and bureaucratic world of
Colombo (and Peradeniya) have
begun to whisper about the manner
in which the job was dene! That
Tribune has not been able to check
on every single one of the facts
mentionad below, but Tribune has
good reason to believe that the
information is correct! That if
anything is wrong, and if the Natio-
nal Livestock Development Board
of anyone else points out where
we have been misinformed or
misled, we will gladly publish the
facts as they present them? That in
the pational interest Tribune feels
that all this information (including
gossip and  whispers), which,
has become available 1o
us, should be made public? That
thoygh we are aware that other
newspapers have also heard these
“facts’ it is doubtful whether they
will want to tread the corns of
certain VIPs who have taken credic
{short-term) for solving the meat
problem? That it would appear
that for the purpose of providing
packetted meat at cheap prices
a Special Food Committee was
set up?! That 1,050 animais (one
thousand and fifty animals) were
released from Government farms
for this purpose? That the distri-
bution was somewhat as follows:
200 Burra/Byrti  buffaloes said to
be positive brucelosis cases from
Polonnarywa /| Thamankaduwa: 50.
Burra/Burti buffalocs from the
Ridiyagama farm: 250 Haryana from
Nikaweratiya Farm, imported in
1971 at the cost of Rs. 1,350/-¢c.i.f.
each (for some strange reason these
animals were not distributed to
farms or to Polonnaruwa as orig-
mally plapned): 250 Sindhi and
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Sindhi crosses from Polonnaruwa
and stockades at Welikande: 300
from the upcountry zrea of which
200 were Freisians, Ayreshires and
Jerseys from Dayagama Farm and
100 from miscellancous farms? That
it would be interesting to know
why the Naticnal Livestock Deve-
lopment Board and the Food Com-
mittee picked on these znimals
for slayghter? Was it done by draw-
ing lots? That it is likely that the
Board will have a perfectly good
explanation why these 1,050 ani-
mals in the their prime in Govern-
ment farms were chosen to feed
a few people during the nonaligned
Summit? That the choice of Gov-
ernment farm animals for slaughter
has caused many technocrats fo
raise their eyebrows? That they
know the standard cost of an animal
from a Government farm must
necessarily be very high? That an
animal in a state farm is supposed
to consume approximately & Ibs of
concentrates per day! That one
apimal is expected to consume
| ton per annum and that this
must cost at least Rs. 850 a ton?
That most the animals slaughtered
are believed to have been in
government farms for about six

years or more! That the cost
of concentrates alone for each
animal will be around Rs. 5,0007

That to this must be added the
cost of the animal, overheads plus
capital amortisation? That in the
past six to eight years almost Rs.
40 million has been spent on tha

Polonnaruwa Farm, 21 millicn ac
Kandekaduwa and 40 millien at
Ambawela/Bopatalawal  That s

only to give an idea of the enormeus
sums spept at the farms? That it
would be intrigning to know how
the Board was able to fix the price
of the packetted meat at Rs. 3 a
pannd (boneless)? That several
other questions also arise from
some of the facts mentioned? That
it is reported (or rumoured) that
some of the animals were positive
brucelosis cases and the question
arises whether it was safe or wise
to distribute such meat to the
public particularly to pregnant
mothers? That an even mors im-
portant question is whether
Government Beoard

the slaughter of bu
is 2 moot point whetl
a law against the s
buffaloes? That if it was
to slapghter 2nd sell buffalo meat,
was it not necessary to inform the
consumers about the kind of meat

EE
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A Summit Gimmick ¥

" they were buying! That newspapers

regularly  report cases where
magistrates impose fines on those
who sell buffalo mezt? IS IT NOT
A FACT that nobcdy has yet asked
the question whether the National
Livestock Development Board has
the further supplies and resources
to continue its sales of packet-
ted meat at Rs. 3 a Ib (boneless)?
That it wounld be interesting to
know whether the Government
farms are in a position to supply
1000 animals a month for the next
one year? That if they canpot de
chis, will the Board tell the public
how it proposes to continue the
supply of packetted meat 2t Rs. 3 a
Ib (boneless)? That if the Board
is not able to do this, it will be
case of the National Livestock.
Davelopment Board (—a pompously
glorious name—) being caught with:
its pants done? That the packetted
meat at Rs. 3 a Ib (boneless) will
go down to history as a Summit
gimmick? That the few persons
who were zble to get packetted
meat, once in a while, during the
period when the meat was available,
can count themselves the fucky
ones ({like those who win national
lottery tickets)? That the Board
should publish the total number
of packets of boneless meat it scld
to the general public (including
the packets which went to the
friends and relatives of those
employed at the government sell-
ing points)? That the sales of these
packets of boneless meat were
confined to a few sales points in
the city of Colombo alone! That
those able to reach these points
{mainly car owners and profes-
sional queue-standees) were only
a tiny fragment of the meat eaters
in the city of Colombo? That to
all those who failed to get
Rs. 3 packetted meat, the National
Livestock  Development  Board
(NLDE) has provided a first rate
mirage of things that can never
be? That those in the kpow say
that the packetted meat is only
a dream to be brought out when
a gimmick was needed? That gov-
ernment-controlled papers and the
SLBC do everything to make
this gimmick-mirage look real—
for a while? That it is also a question
of importance whether the butcher
who charges an honest Rs. 4 or
Rs. 4.50 a |b for beef and Rs. 7.00
for mutton, or the NLDB, which
dangles an occasional packet of
Rs. 3 beef, is the real cheat!

Sirie  ErEC
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For All Your

Transport Requirements

Within The City Limits In Colombo

Please Contact
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TRANSPORT AGENT,
23, Vithanage Mawatha,
Colombo-2.
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