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He needs to know

In this modern age of scientific achievement, the means

to convey new ideas to students and the general public were
never more important. Ceylon’s social, industrial and

economic development has been accompanied by a like advance
in the technique of information and cxplanation,

As told by Shell with its films, exhibitions, publications,
lectures and in other ways, the remarkable story of oil and its
ever-widening benefits to the community affords one

example of how the people of Ceylon are

kept abreast of modern progress.

in the Progress
of Ceylon
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Everyone recognises the apparently effortless co-ordination of mind and
muscle that cl15tmgm~.hes the {first.class tennis star.. BEMAX can play a
major part in helping to achieve that pitch of perfect all-round physical
fitness It is stabilized wheat germ, the richest natural source of the B
vitamins —essential for muscular efficiency and nervous control—and pro-
vides, generously, additional protein and minerals the active body needs.

Sprinkle BEMAX on your foodevery day.
Many of the world’s finest sportsmen train on BEMAX Stabilized
Wheat Germ.
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EDITORIAL

A few Editors in the past have drawn the attention of the
authorities to the question of setting up a University Theatre which
could also be used as a Cultural Centre. The urgent necessity of
such a Theatre is seen by the ahsence of any creative talent in the
University. Yet the authorities seem to consider the lighting up of
the University roads more important and urgent, than building a
Theatre. The vast sums of money spent on this project could have
easily been utilized for the setting up of a University Theatre,

It is presumed that the University was set up with the ohjeet

of giving our young men and women, a decent education, so that,

_they may be of some use to the country or at least to themselves.

Yet as things are at present one cannot definitely say how far this
objective has been achieved.

Various meanings have been given to the word ““education.”
For most of our Undergraduates it just means ** book learning.”
Most of them confine themselves to their rooms and books or to the
library, the whole day through, and are indifferent to everything else
that happens around them. The success of their University career
15 judged ONLY by the results of the final examination. By this it
is not meant that one’s studies should be ignored or that one should
be interested only in Cultural or other extra-mural activities.
Books should be given priority but other activities should not be



ignored altogether, so that the students will be moulded in such &
way s0 as to face the future world unabashed in any atmosphere,
When things are in such a state, it is no surprise that people fre-
gquently comment on the lack of creative talent in the University.

The University authorities have taken a step further. They
have taken education to mean studies and sports I may be wrong
in saying so, but the large sums of money spent on encouraging and
fostering sports activities and their tendency to ignore cultural
activities drives one to this conclusion,

Only a [ew students are interested in any sort of cultural
activity and even these few do not receive the necessary facilities or
the encouragement from the suthorities. A certain high official of
the University had seen © MANAME "—a play produced by the
University Sinhalese Drvawa Circle and which ereated so much of
interest throughout the island—cnly when ‘it was staged at the
Campus and, it was the thirty nineth performance! This alene
shows the amount of interest the higher authorities take in cultural
activities.

Sometime back, the Gandharva Sabha organised an Oriental
Dancing class and an Oriental Orchestra, but due to lack of funds
and the absence of a place to conduct these classes, besides other
minor difficulties they had to face, both these attempts to give our
Undergraduates a chance of developing their talent (if any), had to
be abandoned. Iiven University plays both English and Binhalese,
have to be staged at one of the Halls of Residence, the Open Air
Theatre or at Kandy at the cost of much unnecessary expenditure
and inconyvenience.

The noed for a University Theatre was stressed by Dr. I, R.
Sarathchandra—one of the few staff members keenly interested in
cultural activities—in an article in the journal, “ Some Aspects of
Traditional Sinhalese Culture.” In that he says " The Uinvorsity
has a much greater vole to perform in fostering active moviments in
literature and art than perhaps its members realise............ sor.e of the
obvious ways of establishing communication Letween the University
and the community at large would be the production of pluys in
Sinhalese and Tamil, by the organization of music and dance concerts
and by the encouragement of folk art in the sunounding villages, not
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mevely by acedomic stud’es and rescarch.,”  He has aleo gaid that we
will be able to obhtain help for the purchase of equipment for theatri-
cal activities from the Rockfeller Foundation. Yet this seems to
have in no way influenced the attitude of the authoerities to the
question of setting up a University Theatre. ‘In fact no theatre is
envisaged in the near future.

Last year a number of resolutions asking for a University
Theatre and a Cultural Centre were passed in the Halls of Residence
and the Students Council, but they seem to have only helped the
Vice-Chancellor to fill his waste paper basket, Of course, he
promises to give them due consideration, but unfortunately no
action is being taken. In addition, the students too forget ahout it
till another set of resolutions are passed next term, only to face the
same fate as the ones before,

For how long are we going to repeat this? A rather difficult
question to answer. May be for another ten or twenty five years or
even more! Yet our Campus politicians are busy otherwise. They
go on a protest march and burn the effigsy of the Prime Minister—
though they are not taken seriously, except of course by their party
bosses. Then they puss a resolution on a national problem already
settled by the Government and about which every peace loving
individual wants to forget. Thereby creating communal disharmony,
illfecling and distrust—things which were never heard of, in the
University in the past when Undergraduates recognised themselves
as one student body bounded by a strong sense of unity and not as
Sinhalese, Tamils or Muslims. By trying to show the outside
world that “ these people are mature enough to take a firm stand on
a national problem ” and to please their party bosses, we have lost
the unity, which we need to fight the authorities to improve our lot,

We should solve our problems first and then think of national
problems, shouldn’t we ? Then let us voiee our greivances unitedly.
Let time—the only saviour we could think of, heal the wounds of
hatred and illfeeling, We sincerely hope that these “ politically
mature gentlemen” will not repeat the mistakes they committed
once, making the Undergraduates the laughing stock of the country
and give us their co-operation to fight for what we really need.
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~ Now that we know for certain that just passing resolutions by
the Students Council will not in any way help us to acheive our
objective—A University Theatre, let us think of more effective and
bractical means of getting it done.

The formation of a federa:ion of the Cultural and Literary
Societies will be one such means. Such a federation will be in a
better position to convince the authorities the urgent need of a
University Theatre. They will also be able to organise a Campus—
wide campaign and literally force the authorities to set up such a
theatre with the least amount of delay. The societies concerned
could discuss the matter and decide on what course of action they
should take.

Until such time a Theatre is built, the Open Air Theatre
should be supplied with the necessary facilities such as dressing
rooms, electricity and water supply. We hope the authorities will
give this immediate attention.

In almost every foreign University, the authorities take much
pain to eneourage and foster cultural activities. It’s a pity that in
Ceylon—a country which boasts so much about its ancient culture--
it is considered a sphere reserved only for the unemployed. We
sincerely hope that at least in this "' period of transition’ of which
our Prime Minister very often talks, this attitude of our people and
especially our University authoritics and our Undergraduates change
and also realise that education is muech, much more than what they
take it to be.
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AS0KA’S DHAMMA *=?

The ediets of Asoka provide an invaluable wealth of informa-
tion for the reconstruction of the history of Asoka’s religion, social
life, administration, as well as to a certain extent the contemporary
history. They bear quite a good deal of references—the authenti-
city of which is least challenged, if not unchallenged—as to his
religious attitude. It is an accepted notion that Asoka was imbibed
with liberal and universal ideas to the extent where religion was
concerned. It is this single fact alone that makes it impossible for
any one with reliable certainty to aseribe his Dhamma as relating
to one particular religion. As a matter of fact some seholars have
shown that “* Asoka’s Dhamma may be described as the common
property of all religions.”’ 1 Others have related his Dhamma to the
Rajadhamma given in the epic literature.? Besides these, a third
opinion is put forward which states that Asoka’s Dhamma was the
“ Gihi vinaya' of Buddhism in a primitive aspect.

Let us see what light is thrown by his lithie records either ko
support or to rejeet thase views.

His Monor Rock Edict I3 is considered adequate testimony to
his conversion to Buddhism. His high esteem towards Buddhism,
and Sangha is quite explicit in & number of inseriptions. Iis visit
" to Buddhagaya and Lumbini Park are commemorated by the erec-
tion of stone pillars with inseviptions at those sites. The Bairat
P. E. marks the event of his visit to the relics of a past Buddha,
Karnakamuni, The most satisfactory evidence comes from the
Bhabra inseription which expresses his veneration and sincere faith
to Buddha, Dhamma ann Sangha. Furthermore the Bhabra ins-
cription states that “all that is said by Buddha is well said.” Here
then is his confirmation of his faith in Buddhism. This is a declara-
tion of Asoka of his true faith in Buddhism and his acceptance of the
doctrines of Buddhism. The obvious conclusion, to be arrived at
from these instances, is that Asoka was undoubtedly a Buddhist
{most possibly in the ninth year of his reign.)

*This essay is based mainly on the evidence supplied by the Asokan edicts.
1. Asoka—D. R. Bandarkar, p 97
2. Asoka and his inscription - Barua, p. 226

3. “I have been a upasaka for over two and a half years Dut I did not
progress well for a year. Butsince I have visited the Order (sangha)
over a year ago, I bave been progressing well in the path of Dhamma,

@



Though Asoka was a Buddhist, he was nof the narrow-minded
religious bigot. e had liberal ideag. In fact, the Buddhist atti-
tude of life lays much emphasis on this faci—fo cultivate liberal
ideag. Although his tolerant attitmde and liberal ideas towards
other religious sects ave quite apparent it & number ediets,? if is
also egqually apparent that he had special predileetion towards
Buddhisi,

The Iatter view iz borne cut by a number of instances. His
visite to Lumbini Park (where Prince Siddharta—later Gautama
Buddha——swas born), to Buddha Gaya (where e attained enlighten-
ment', to Nigliva (where the relies of a former Buddha were
enshrined) are commemorated by edicts.

He, thus, bas visited only those places connected with Budd-
hism which undoubtedly implies his special 1‘e§ard to Buddhism.
Nevertheless, 1o evidence—either inscriptional or literary—has so
tar been brought to light commemorating his visits to a place
eonnected with any other religious sect. Il his Dhamma was some-
thing other than Buddhism, why should Ascka inseribe ™ All that is
said by Buddha is well said,” instead of “all that is said by ancient
Rshis (or sages) is well said 7 or a similar statement, ?

Now coming to his Dhamma itself, the greatest difficulty
some scholars bave encountered in aseribing Asoka's Dhamma to the
Buddhist doetrine is his failure to mention in his edicts the
Buddhist terminologies like Nirvana, Noble Eightfold Path, the
Four Noble Truths ete. The doctrines of Andtma and Paticcasam-
'fipp_ﬁ.dn, are not mentioned either. As a matter of fact some scholars
contest the assumption that his Dhamma was Buddhism.

Of course frem a superficial glance, the question seems too
formidable and unanswerable. But it should be noted that a satis-
factory answer to this question and a fairly reasonable explanation
as to why he refrained from the use of the terminology is supplied
by Dr. D. R. Bhandarkar.3 His edicts were set up primarily to be
read by his officers and the common man in his vast empire (hence
the use of Monumental Prakrit too.} Consequently the deep doct-
rines of Buddhism such as the Four Noble Truths, Noble Eightfcld

4. R.E. VIT, R. E. XII.
5. Asoka—DBhandarkar. P. 114

6
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Path ete. were perhaps considered to be unintelligible to the vast
wnajority of the readers, and his effort would have been futile. On
account of this fact he chose some ethics of Buddhism which were
practicable for the comnon man. In this selection, he has primarily
guided, as is well seen in his edicts, by the concept of the
“1‘ightaous life,” the keynote of the life of a Buddhist layman 1%
is generally held by scholars that these ethics ave mostly taken
from Sigilovada sutta and Lakkhana sutta of Digha Nikaya and
Mangala sutta of sutta Nipata—all teachings basically devoted to
o Gihivinaya ™ or household descipline. The following ethics, taken
from his edicts are illustrative of this statement.

“Reverence to mother and father: reveremee to teachers;
seemly hehaviour towards Brahamanas, sramanas; seemly behaviour
towards slaves and servanbs; heartening to mother, father, elders
and teachers: non-slaughter of animate beings; non-injury to
creatires; modesty; chastity.”

If his Dhamma is subjected to an analytical study the follow-
ing guiding coneepts will, no doub$, emerge as the fundamentals of
fils Dhamma.

i. Tove towards living beings il, Liberality
it Righteous lifa iv. Abstinence from what
is bad.
Ave'nt these undisputably and essentially Buddhistic? Of
course, Christianity was non-existant in his day Some major
precepts in Ajivism, the sect of Nigantha Natha Puttha ete. preva-
lent at the tims do nol tally with the moral code depieted in Asokan
edicts. Henee these sects too can safely be set apart as not
connected with Asoka’s Dhamma. Next eomes the religion of the
goil for more than thousand years—Brahanism. It strongly
advoeates the sacrifieal slaughter of animals which runs in direct
contrast with Asoka's RE 1.8 In fact, sacrifice properly performed
by immolating a living animalis a corner-stone in Brahmanism. Can
we then, in the light of this, expeet Asoka's Dhamma to have been
connected with Brahmarism, when an extremely important tenet
in that religion is quita explicity contradieted ¥ Theosa facts thus
lead us to conclude that Ascka's Dhamma was dorived from nothing
but Buddhism. Of ecourse, this does not mean that e psrssecuted

6. ** No sacrifice be performed by immolating a living thing whatseever,”
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‘other religious sects in India. In reality he allowed free scope for
all the religions in his domain and this is clear from his inscriptions.?

By reading his edicts, one cannet eonclude that Ascka com-
pletely refrained from inseribing the so-called deeper doctrines of
Buddhism. Certain inseriptional contents seem to bear a close
affinity with some of the tenets of the Nobel Eightfold Path. His
reference to the leading of the righteous life has already been pointed
out. The sum total of his Dhamma was for the people to lead a
righteous life. From his edicts its is quite clear that the path for
the righteous life is righteous action. According to Buddhism,
Right Action ensures that * disciple’s eonduct should be peaceful,
honourable and pure. He shall abhove all abstain from injury
to living being” and this runs parallel to Asoka’s Dhamma.

RE XII may be sited as a distinct reference to the first con-
cept in Noble Eightfold Path—Right understanding or view. It
runs as follows :—

“The growth of essence of things is of various kinds. The
root of it is the control of speech, intending that there may be no
honouring of one’s own sect or condemnation of other sects irrela-
vantly.” In brief this means that if one has a proper understanding
of other religions, he cannot condemn them. All religions contain
some amount of truth and plausible teachings. Before condemn-
ation or exaltation, one should attempt to grasp a proper understand-
ing of the religion he condemns or exalts. This seems to be & modifi-
cation of the Right understanding in the Noble Eightfold Path,
80 as to be applicable to religious toleration. Tsn’t it possible then
for us to take this as the practical side of a theoritical tenet ?

The probable conclusion from these instances is that Asoka did
not want to inseribe the more profound teachings of Buddhism in
their true form, which might sometimes lave become unintelligible
to the common man. Instead, he simplified these teachings in
order that even the worker in his empire would be benefitted,
without being forced to grasp the fundamentals involved in if, since

they are of an advanced nature. _

7. RE XII; Barabar cave dedications.

8



Ceylonese chronieles, mention the fact that he patvonised he
third Buddhist Council held in Rajagaha and that he purified the
Sangha. But this event is not definitely mentioned in his ediets.
If he was a Buddhist and his edicts portray Buddhist teachings,
why has he failed to mention this in his ediets (provided this event
in the literary sources is historieal) 2 Of course, criticisms are
levelled against his failure to mention this momentous event, while
he mentioned such a trivial event like a visit to Lumbini. Based
on this, scholars sometimes doubt his relision too.

Let us then read his ediets with greater care to find the
explanation to this diserepaney In fact the Minor Pillar Bdict 1%
IT and IIT, may be taken as references to this event,

M.P.E. 1. Whoever will split the sangha, the monk or nun, he
I -

(or she) for certain should be made to reside in & non-

residence, after being compelled to put on white robes,

M.P.E. TII. The Order shall not be divided. The sangha of the
Orders of Monks and Nuns has been made united
It is my desive that the sangha may be united for
long ages,

M.P.E. III. Whosoever the monk or nun will split the Order he
I
(or she) must be made to reside in a non-residence
afler being compelled to put on white robes.

These three ediets hear out the following facts ;—

I. He brought about unity in the Sangha which implies that
there had been a schism prior to this event.

II. Precautionary measures wore taken in the form of a decree
against schisms, with explicit punishments in case of violation of
this decree.

These facts seem to corroborate the literary ovidence to a
certain extent. The holding of the third Council8 under his pat-

8. Scholars believe that his failure to mention the word “council’ in his
edicts was due to the fact that this may be a new word created later.
Hence that word may not have been in the vocabularly at the time.
This seems to be a plausible explanation,

9
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ronage may be assumed historical for the purification of the sangha
is attested to here, The literary tradition further narrates the
dispateh of his missions (as a consequence of this couneil) to the
neighbouring areas. On this the edicts are absolutely silent.
Consequently, no opinion whatsoever can be formed on this. As
regards this question we may conclude, on reasonable and legitimate
grounds that Asoka purified the Sangha (very probably by holding
a couneil) and arranged preventive steps against a future schism.
The sending of missions abroad remains conjecturel and hypothetical.

According to this line of investigation, it seems acceptable
that he was a Buddhist and his Dhamma was derived from the
Doctrines of Buddhism. Tt is true that some of the morals had
their parallels in Hinduism and some other sects. In the same way
all morals in his doctrine do not conform to any one religious sect
except Buddhism. On this basis, which is more probable, whether
he collected the essence of all the religions and formulated his
Dhamma or he derived the Buddhist ethics, to form his Dhamma ?
Which was easier ? Of course, the latter seems more probable. It
was purposeless for him to review all the religions in search of
morals, when morals, sufficient for his purpose could easily be
derived frem Buddhism.

W. E. P. HENRY.

10
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AN EXPLORATION
I

And what if we had gone
Into the high land,

And the vapours sapped us
Dyy theye ?

At the counter

I listened to the travellevs’ tales,

Stored away vague images,

Puzzled them into my dreams, and found them
Snugly fitting into place.

So 1 vose and sard

I'm going up, would she jomn 7

Very quiet, and a nice pair of eyes too, —

Nice and wide, a bit too open. though;—
She’d love it, veally,

Very much, but was strange to the place.

Have the weather eve open, boy, you know,
You never know !

When the talking ceased, the sun

Burst in beauty through the mountains,
With the mists gone we turned

Up the valley ; climbed hand on hand
Sliding in soft places,—

And our poles - a vard long—going in !

The noon—sky was a dazzle of whiteness,

Infinite whiteness flickeving in the sky,—

And we at the centre of things

In the huge valley of the cosmos,

Draining perspiration dry stop a bald hill,

Looked down the valley — way we had trudged,

Pointing into the distance the last inn—

*“ "Tis there, beyond the palms, where the dead-bed cunls,”"—
And traced with a slow pant the scrawl of our ascent,—
Spilled over with the sand,

11
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T

We picknicked in the bushes, sitting around,
She and I and shared the pack,—

By Gud, but she was a neat hand !

But lovking at me like that, you never know !
Smoked a cigarette, hummed a breezy tune,
And gazed about

Taking in the beauty of the afternoon—

The heat growing,—and the view

From the shrunken mound, empty of houses ;
Only a hut afar off buried in a shroud of trees.
Gone to earth in cranny, out of sight.

Out of sight of man

No human habitation,

Only the vocks alonz the way, the dying stream.

And the heat humming in our ear,
Buzzing and humming, and revolving vound our head,
And the gnavled trees withdrawn in siesta, so,

We lay down ¢ moment
Cuddling the dead shrub,
With our hats on, for the heat, over our faces,
Dreaming of cold beer at the inn
Way back
111
And the thunder came.
And we looked up at the skies,
And looked at each other,
And looked avound wondering,
And looking around,

Feit lonely
%

And the wind gone berserk, tearing up the Valley,
Chuning our blood and driving our twits a-scatter,—
And I had a time I can tell you, clutching my pole,

And keeping my hat to my head, and wutching her step,

— And there she was clapping her hands, and looking about,
And eyeing the hills and the clouds, and the clouds and me»
For all the world, she owned it.
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¥ thought we should he getting back, So

We turned about, down the slippery slope, taking it easy,
Coming down * Easy

Does it,” I said,

When she took my kand.

“Jim 7 she said.,

We came sliding down

‘With the dry grass waking up a little,—
** Jolly uncomfortable thing this rain is.
Ain’t it 27 1 said. :

** And we came from town all the way ™

—But there she was sliding

Down hke a child of ten,

Slipping and running and calling to me to come ;

‘With h:r curled head of hair swinging f'mm szdp to side,
Leaping to the grip of her fect

From the muscle of boulders.

The vain it kept beating in blindly,

The wind and the thunder and the rain—
It’s tao big for the likes of us humans,
And we 50 far out of town—

* My God,’ she cried, ‘ the water I

I called out her name,

And the poor lassie running like that —
Slibring and running and sliding,
Running like a child of ten!

1V

Back in the town I told them,

Sard she was lost, and they told e,

"Lost in the thunderstorm. whare ¢ —

Thought she was safe with you, boy !

And you in the town with them dll,

And a place still to keep— 1"

** *Twas just a notion,” I said, *‘ and how should I know 1
The sun it was bright and [ kad a chill in the bones, —

13
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And there she was smiling,—and there was I,— I with

When you are caught in the grip of conceit,
And begin to imagine things,

my pack —."

With the sun in your head and the wind in youv £yes,

You shake out your frame and you wonder

Whether God is in you.

And you pay, and you pay,

When out of a dream in the night
You are torm, and ~ou pray

That God may not bend on the morrow
Your head as you walk to the town
God, and she with her eyes !

And all for an hour of fun '—

But they went in the morning and found her
Down in the stream by the hut,
Bending her head to the water.
Woashing her clothes in the water,
Washing the mud from her dress



AND NOW WITH TWO MORE —

Like i5 or not-—this government has blessed the country with
$wo more Universities. So far the Peradeniya University (the
Colombo—Peradeniya University) enjoved the unique previlage of
being the University of Ceylon. But alas! It was rather taken
unawares when Vidyodaya (University of Ceylon) and Vidyalankara
(University of Ceylon) appeared in the scene.

University status to Pirivenas!] What an act! OF course some
could welcome it as one long awaited for and much belated, Others
did draw a parallel between the appearance of a University and—
what a thing—a mushroom. To still some others it was an incom-
patible and incomprehensible reality—nay, a thunderbolt. Aund
some of us were just flummoxed and fumigating.

Like it or not—we repeat-—one has to face facts. It is neither
our intention nor our purpose here either to justify or nullify (for
could we do it either?) the arguments in fayvour of this type of
creation. Taking here facts in existence, we (as all good.realists )
just want to have a glance at the present—and—if possible— a peep
into the future,

And welcome! ye twins down there——here you have our warm
congratulations and best wishes and here’s our love and regards for
the Underg't"aflua_te fraternity who come into existence this term
and would—if all things go well-—be succeeded by representatives
from generations after.

At home Needham has come and gone and what are his find-
ings and recommendations ? Is he ready with his Aladdin’s lamp
to bring about a cultural renaissance here at Peradeniya? And
what has he got to say in regard to the Autonomy {(or is it political
control ?) of the University? The medium—or the media— of
instruction here ?; the ever elamoured for granting of the external
degrees and meeting of the practical needs of the country—science
and technical education—and all that ? Doubtless he (of course
with Chatterjee and Seneviratne) has found some ingineous solu=
tions (perhaps to be put into effect, but most probably to exist as a
commission report) to fransform this University to serve better
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‘purposes and give out better products., And could we be satisfied
that he has found his manthrem to make the Undergraduate popula-
tion here happy and creative and get rid of the eternal frustratiom
which they are subjeeted at present ?

Dead End in Education? No. A lcgical impossibiliby............
for there has never beem a beginning. ‘Through Samsara with ne
end, no beginning............we wander............ " . Education policy

of this Government (stress on technical edueation and all that: is all
in a mess. Don’t be mad. It is just the gap between word and
deed. Mrs. Wijetillake and the Editor of the Ceylon Daily News
should know things better. For if we eould afford to have a stag-
nant economy there is no reason why we shouldn't have “stagnancy’”
in edueation too. '

Again at home, Dons and students here, they are a set! Do
the Dons and the studenss here have enough social intercourse so
that at least either party eould understand the other ? or, do they
realy take any interest or stand in the country’s problems and
struggles ?  And have they got any significant creative ability or
originality ? All nonsense. How many times have we repeated
that this iz a Colony imported and cultural desert ? Undergraduates
here placed in a relatively advantageous position, do they make use
of the opportunities and facilities available? No. It is tradition
old chap............ and one has to keep the tradition...... verro. khat we
have just to exist here...... ..... and thats’ all!

Pirivena Universities! True, the pirivenas served the Nation—
or a section of it—in diffienlt times when the intellectual and
academic life was in an ebb in this country and at a time whén_ the
establishment of a University of Ceylon was even beyond imagina-
tion. And they have preserved some of our national tradition and
outlook. The Nation has to be grateful to them. Bubt the
guestion is whether these institutions would—while maintaining
the essence of their national and oriental outlook—make a sincere
effort to get rid of the unhealthy elements within them, petty pre-
judices, outdated attitudes, approach and methods of edueation
(which may have served them to preduce bhikkus versed in the
oriental studies, but eertainly not individuals who comprehend the
artiof life) to be on par with modern Universities.
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Perhaps we should have had some University Colleges—hased
on oriental traditions if necessary— which could have, in due course,
attained the University status. Even now, there is the alternative
bringing together the three Universities in Ceyvlon under a common
board of eontrol—of course allowing for their separate autoncmy—
consisting of representatives from the Faculties in each of them,
This would make way at least for a uniform academic standard.
Moreover, this seems to be all the more necessary since the indica-
tive are that, these Universities—rather than making a point and a
united effort at producing the necessary intelligentia for the
country—seem to adopt an unnecessary attitude of antagonism to
each other, or one creating unhealthy competition on bins. And the
country at large, we think, would not appreciate such activity.
These Universities are created not to serve the purposes of the high-
browed Ph. D’s or Tripitakachariya's alone, but those of the
Ceylonese Nation as a whole., It is surprising that the dons (in
trouser, national or robe) in these Universities and others concerned
do not realize this fact-—or is it only their complexes and colourings
which prevent them from getting together ?

C. R. Hensman in a memorandum on the University in Ceylon
BAVE L we.ab its’ least comprehensive, then every University
in Ceylon must be corrccted to the national socicty  But we also live
in the more inclusive society of South Asia; still more, in that of
the ex-colonial world, the economically underdeveloped region of the
world in its period of intensive reconstruction and recovery and are
a microcosm of the whole contemporary Civilization ............

And moreover, if we accept this type of Sinhala only and
Buddhist dominated type of University, it is nothing but right that
the opportunities should be made available for the creation of Tamil
only — and perhaps Hindu or Catholie dominated— Universities.

Hensman continues “............ Ceylon is perhaps, one of the
most complex social entities in the world. That is why, when we
think of the University in Ceylon, as a form for the social vole of
the intellegentsia, we have to take into account (I' the often
contrary soeial, economic and political goals possessed by social
groups within the nation (II) the actual co-existence of the indi-
geneous groups with sets of assumptions about man’s ultimate
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destiny............A University or Universities can be a true form
only if they maintain a neutrality in regard to more ultimate
assumptions, loyalties and goals. They will have to be secular
institutions but not syneretistic...... e

True that the control of this University is lopsided and healthy
competition might reform it too, The Peradeniya University
has nothing to lose, but so mueh to gain by the ereation of these
Universities. The problem is whether the desirable type of useful
and ‘National minded’ graduates would get out of these Universities
after three or four years of a non-residential course at Pelivagoda or
Maligakanda, And, it is to attain this end that we have to act now,
for it is indispensible for the welfare of the Nation.

Hensman says veveeeeennn. It seems as if several Universities
v

and with them several University Colleges are needed to represent

adequately so rich a national tradition”

But we add ** And let the first duty of these Universities be to
teach wisdom, not a trade, character, not technicalities. Let them
guide the individual towards the comprehension of the art of life.
Let them make their products shed details in favour of principles
and lastly remember Whitehead’s * culture is activity of thought,
and receptiveness to beauty and human feeling. Snaps of informa-
tion have nothing to do with it.”

D1as GUNARATNE.
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A FINAL YEAR'S LAMENT

Four years have ended, must I leave this place,
“Tis Tempus fugit, but at what a pace ?

The finest moments of my youth here spent
Its havd to leave, alas, my soul is rent

I came here, vaw, rum, fresher from school,
Took up the rag by acting like a fool ;

First I learnt Classic under Rodrigo,

And changed to Geography three years ago.

We lived at Marrs, the finest Hall of all,

Where freedom rules, and frightened Wardens fall :
Climb up the roof, play police and the rogue—
Ascend the ceiling, *" ghosts ™ are then in vogue,
One night young Raja brings in a buffalo,

To find next week, the brute stand at his door :
These were the harmless jokes we cracked up here~
Celestial abode of the Gods, ** hear, hear.”

Though revolutionaries here abound,

On leaving, wed the vichest women found.
But on this revolution let us frown

And spend our leisure, hiking up and down.

But now I'm hiking far, and once for all,
Soon, a lonely man without a Hall,

My friend, you ask me what I learnt up here,
I'll tell you quickly open ears and hear.

These four years learning, all they taught was this—
** Do not question, Ignorance is Bliss.”

MANOHARAN GOWINDARAZ.
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KALDOR AND THE NEW TAXES

In introducing the new taxzes in his budget, the Finance
Minister says that Ceylon’s existing system of taxation is a typical
capitalist one where the burden of taxation is unequitable and the
rich are lightly taxed. Therefore in keeping with the Government's
policy of * Democratic Socialism’ and in order to prevent tax
avoidance he proposed certain changes in faxation,—to create an
integrated, equitable and efficient structure of Taxes. He praposes
to broaden the tax base by the disallowance of certain kinds of
expenses from tax exemption and the introduection of new taxes on
Net Wealth, personal consumption expenditure and gifts. These
taxes will be assessed by aggregating the income, wealth and
expenditure of a family and will be determined on a “quotient
system,” The marginal rate of taxation has also been brought
down from 58% to 60%.

Tor the realisation of the new tax on capital gains, ie. any
appreciation in value of assets—buildings etc., there should be a
change in the ownership of property as a result of a sale, transfer
under deed of giff, liguidation of business ete. This is operative
from 1st April 1057, Since Capital gains are to be caleulated only
after the realisation of the full effect of this tax on Revenue it will
not be felt immediately. The Finance Minister has roughly
estimated the revenue from this tax at Rs. 25 million,

The Profits tax is abolished from 1st April 1958 and in its
place is infroduced a Wealth tax—imposed to avoid the present
system of diserimination between property owners and the man
who derives his income from work and effort. The proposed tax
takes into account the taxes on income and capital gains and the
rates proposed are well within the total yield from the property,
whether in the form of money income or expected appreciation.

The new Expenditure tax is designed to curb extravagent
expenditure and stimulate capital formation. Exemption is allowed
on this tax upto Rs. 2000/- per year. This tax too will be estimated
in the same ‘' quotient system” as Income tax where each unit will
be granted a tax free allowance of Rs. 8000/- in addition to basic
allowance of Rs. 3000/ for each family irrespective of the number
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of units. The argument in favour of the Expenditure tax most
emphasised is the fact that expenditure is more difficult to conceal
than income and therefore, it can be administered more effectively.

The Gifts tax takes the place of estate duty, i e. tax on owner-
ship of property passed at death. Under the existing system only
gifts or bequests made within 5 vears of a person’s death was tax-
able. It has been argued that there is no reason to differentiate
* between the transfer of property through gifts and transfer of
property by bequests.

Those who are aware of Kaldor’s proposals for tax reform hoth
in the U. K. and in India will note that the Finance Minister has
not completely followed Kaldor’s proposals. The Kaldor Scheme is
a comprehensive plan eovering almost every type of income produc-
ing source, designed to tap it on somie co-ordinated fashion. Kaldor
has been working on these plans for over 20 years, gradually
blocking loopholes and tightening up the various measures. He has
put forward his views in his hook, i.e. the Expenditure tax and also
in the two reports on British and Indian taxation. This scheme is
devised to minimise tax evasion and the pivot of the scheme lies in
the New Income and Wealth tax which veplaces the old Income
and Profits tax. The Capital Gains tax, Expenditure tax and Gifts
tax are introduced to fortify the main secheme and make evasion
impossible.

Kaldor states " the five taxes: Income tax, Capital Gains tax,
Annual Wealth tax, Personal Expenditure tax and General Gifts tax
would all be assessed simultaneously on the basis of a single com-
prehensive return and they are self checking in character, i.e.
concealment or understatement of items in order to minimise
liability to some taxes may involve added liability with regard to
others.”

But this scheme has yet not gained support elsewhere. Kaldor
was an authority of one of the Royal Commissions on Taxation of
Profits and Income in England and he submitted a dissent. In 1955
he was in India to advise the Indian Government on taxation, But
India has accepted only some of his proposals and that too with
substantial modifications e.g. the marginal rate of Income Tax
suggested by Kaldor is 40%—80%. But in India they have kept it
ab 84%.
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In India, Kaldor'’s report on taxation was published and
discussed before the proposals wers embodied in the hudget. But
in Ceylon publication was postponed at his wish and also to avoid
pressure being brought against the Minister prior to the budget.
Thus Ceylon is the first country where the Kaldor system, with
some modifications but the essentials still intact is to be imple-
mented. The Finance Minister thinks Kaldor’s system is more
equitable in distributing taxes between property and work and calls
his budget the first Sceialist Budget saying that it lays down the
basis for a properly constituted Socialist Society.

The Kaldor plan is essentially meant for a Capitalist set up.
This is seen by Mr. Kaldor's insistence that the Marginal rate of
taxation should be reduced from the present 85% to between 40%—
50%, so that it will serve as an incentive for the rich to save and
invest on productive enterprises. Kaldor did not intend to build &
Socialist Society through this tax but he had in mind the maximiza-
tion of private investments subjeet to certain requirements, i.e. that
private investment should be productive. He wanted to introduce

a scheme of National Investment for the private Capitalist, a
system evolved to push him towards productive investment and

thereby to get more revenue for the Government as the economy
expands. The low rate of Income tax was meant o make evasion
nct worthwhile and to siphon the surplus towards risky invest-
ments—to produce the necessary incentive to Capital aceumulation
and productive investment, as seen in the introduction of tax on
Expenditure. The Wealth Tax is such that development is profit-
able. The basis adopted by Kaldor is that the higher the rate of
earnings on one’s wealth, the less is the tax. Thus he takes it for
granted that it is the richer people who possess Entrepreneurship,
though this is not always so. The rich usually prefer to invest on
shares of existing companies, which is safer. Usually the entre-
preneut has to float his eapital.

Our Finance Minister hasn’t kept to Kaldor’'s schedule of rates.
He has fixed the maximnm rate of Marginal tax at 60%—a compro-
mise between our present level of 85% and Kaldor's 50%—60%.
He has also raised the wealth tax to 2% from 13%—2%.

Under the proposed taxes, the bachelor is the worst off.
But even a bachelor in the higher bhrackets of income will not
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saffer as much as the less fortunate counterparts in the lower
brackets.

Income Present Tax, Proposed Tax.
Rs. 5,000 200 125
6,000 280 225
20,000 : 2,500 5,050
100,000 46,700 52,800
150,000 87,900 82,000
300,000 215,400 172,800
1,000,000 & over 1,660,000 192,000

Thus we see that upto Rs. 6,000/- he is better off under the
proposed taxes. But from Rs. 7,000/- to Rs. 100,000-—he is worse
off. Again from Rs. 150,000/- he is better off. Kaldor does
this deliberately as he thought that these with higher slabs of
Income were the elements that ean save and also take risks.

Tt i the same in the case of marvied people. At Rs. 5,000/-
there is no change under the proposed taxes. From Rs. 5000/-
to Rs. 10,000/- they are better under the proposed system. But
from Rs. 15,000/- to Rs. 100,000/- they will pay more in the future.
Then from Rs. 150,000/- again they will be less burdened under the
proposed Taxes. The present rate paid per Rs. 150,000/- is
Rs. 86,625/~ while under the proposed taxes it will be Rs. 76,800/-.
At Rs. 1,000,000/- they now pay Rs. 809,125/- as against Rs. 586,
800/- in the future, Therefore married people are better off after
the Rs. 100,000/- slab. Here too married people with 4 children
are best off. They are exempted from taxes until the Rs 8,000/-
slab. is reached. At the Rs. 1,000,000/- level they will gain as
much as Rs. 300,000/-

Let us consider the wealth tax, If it is operative at Rs. 50,
000, - and we agsume a return of 10% on the taxes as paid in 1957,
then it works out thus (Figures given by Dr. N. M. Perera during
the Budget Discussions) ;—

Income Profit Tax Wealth Tax
Rs.  50,000/- Rs. 3,064/- Rs. 9,000/-
Rs. 150,000/- Rs. 17,630/- Rs. 17,000/-
Rs. 200,000/- Rs, 28,714/- Rs. 27,000/-
Rs. 400,000/- Rs. 65,963/- Rs. 67,000/-
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On an income of Rs. 7560,000/- the Profits tax is Rs. 122,208/-
and the wealth tax, Rs. 137,000/- i.e. a person has to pay more on
the wealth tax. At an ineome of Rs. 1 million the Profits tax is
Rs. 163,255/ and the Wealth tax is Rs. 187,000/-—again he has to
pay more, Forincomes over Rs. 1 million the Profits tax is Rs. 437
877/- but the Wealth tax is Rs. 387,000;- — a person has to pay
less on the Wealth tax. The higher the return on your wealth, the
lower the Wealth tax.

What is expected to be paid as Wealth tax is more or less
balanzed by what is paid today on Profits tax. Thus under the
proposed taxes the higher brackets of income receivers are better off.
Therefore the Kaldor system of taxes instead of soaking the rich
has given them a better deal.

The Capital Gains tax is estimated at Rs. 25,000,000/-. The
Wealth tax is expected to yield Rs: 20,000,000/-. The Profits tax
vielded Rs. 53 million—8 million more that these put together.

Thus the proposed taxes may be equitable befween property
and work, but it is not equitably distributed between the rich and
poor. The rich man and his family is better off than a poor man
and his family. The richer you are the better off you are. A child
born to a family with an income of Rs. 60,000/ gets a bigger tax
free allowance than a child born to a family earning Rs 10,000/-,
The weightage is in favour of the rich family, TIf these taxes were
equitable the allowance for wife and children should be the same
irrespective of their incomes. If it was progressive allowance shonld
be made to the lower income groups.

What do we gain by these new taxes? The expenditure tax
is fixed on a very generous scale—4 units can spend upte
Rs. 35,000/- plus Medical Bills. The tax on the first 2 slabs over
Rs. 35,000/- aren’t heavy too. It has been pointed out that the new
taxes will result in the value of property depreciating, because with
low incomes it is not worthwhile to pay the taxes and people will
rush to sell their property. The proposed taxes are aimed to collect
Rs. 66 to 70 million at the end of three years. But there may be
further defects within these three years.
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There is a further implication of the Wealth tax. The other
taxes plus this will make a man reduce his wealth beeause of the
wealth tax. But he:must b'a_free to alienate his property to lessen
the taxes. The law against fragmentation of land disallows this,
It is hoped that this tax will result in a compulsion upon private
capitalists to invest their savings on industry. But there is hardly
any industry in Ceylon-in which they can invest. They prefer to
buy estates ete. which are safer investments. Therefore as theve
aren’t any avenues for productive investment in Ceylon, if these
taxes are to yield the expected results, there should be a National
Plan of Development,

Therefore it is doubtful whether these taxes will provide the
extra revenue i.e. Rs. 60 million in 1960. The abolition of the
Profits tax will result in a loss of Rs. 53 million to revenue. The
present income fax hetween 60% to 85% which according to the
Finance Minister is Rs, 5 Million, but according to Dr. N. M. Perera
is Re. 33 million will also be lost, Though it is assumed that the
additional taxes aceruing from the disallowance of so many existing
deductions will make up for these losses, what about the vast sums
that have to be spent on the reorganization of the Imcome Tax
Department ? In India the expansion of the Inland Revenue
Department has cost more than the taxes collected.

The amount that ean be collected is difficult to estimate as
they depend on external forces, i.e. Expenditure tax depends on the
amount spent : the Capital Gains tax depends on the transfer of an
asset efe. In India where the wealth tax operates the margin of
error from the estimated revenue was 28%. FEven in U. 8, A. the
idea of this tax was dismissed when it was mooted in 1942, due to
the diffieulty of administrating if. The Indian Finance Minister in
introduecing the taxes stated, * This is a form of taxation which has
no backing of historieal experience, but given effective administra-
tive arrangement, it ean bhe a potent instrument for restraining
cstentations expznditure and for promoting saving and fostering a
higher rate of Economic growth.”

It can also be argued, that if the money is allowed to remain
with the people they would spend it and thus it will circulate and
provide employment. Thus it can be said that the Expenditure tax
can create further unemployment.
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Kaldor admits “ it would be impossible to think of replacing
the present system with an Expenditure tax system at one stroke.”
Further regarding the administrative difficulties he states, ' a per-
sonal expenditure tax would undoubtedly be a more complicated
system to administer than the present Income tax. It makes greater
demands on the tax payers in the preparation of the returns, as well
as revenue officials checking it, The tax payers returns must take
into account the state of the Bank and Cash halances at the begin-
ning and end of the vear, purchase and sale of capital assets during
the year, money borrowed or lent as loans repaid ete.

Is it reasonable to believe that the administrators on the one
hand and tax payers on the other, will adjust themselves to a new
system without a crisis? Can the incentives for evasion of:the
whole set of taxes be held sufficiently in control to ensure that the
inequities of a new system that does not work will be less than
those existing with the present standard of enforcement of the taxes?

We see that the Kaldor system of taxation is essentially a long
term plan. We cannot hope to bridge the present budget deficit of
Rs. 486.6 millions by implementing this. Tt will take time for the
Income Tax Department to be expanded and organized to cope with
the new taxes. Further these taxes cannot be implemented till
they are passed in Parliament in the form of & Bill, as it was done
in India. Now it remains to be seen whether the defects of the
proposals will be set aright in the ensuing legislation.

L. B. C. MONERAWELA.
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WORLD WITHOUT BARRIERS

At a time, like the present, when nationalism, patriotism
and loyality to the religion are proclaimed from house tops as
essential virtues that should be cultivated by every citizen of
Ceylon, it may be worth while to pause for a moment and look at
these from a different angle.

In this country today, the Binhalese are the most vociferous in
advoeating that these ' virtues' should be cultivated. T am per-
sonally aware of people who almost regard the nation, the country
and the religion as the ‘Three Ratnas,’ the three most valuable
possessions. Indeed, it is not difficult to find among our people
those who proeclaim that they will not hesitate to lay down their
lives for the nation, the country or the religion. I wonder how
many of them have ever considered for what purpose they are so
readily willing to sacrifice their lives. Has it ever oceured to them
that nationalism, patriotism and lovalty to religion are mere nubu-
lous words without any basic tangibility ?

Take, for instance, the word nation and try to define it. You
will see that no comprehensive or precise definition is possible.
Man, gunided by the motives of the self, pareels out humanity into a
set of artificial eompartments and ealls each division a nation. The
division of human beings in the world by way of country and religion
is also equally artificial. Each group thus artificially divided and
soparated, contends with the other groups and even attempts to
annhilate each other. How artificial and how meaningless these
divisions are, would hecome extremely clear if one were to examine
a new born human baby to find out its nationality, country or
religion, At birth, one human child is undistinguishable from
another human child as to its nationality, caste, country and religion.
As the child grows, the environment which includes his parents, his
teachers and his society, introduces into the child’s mind an artifi-
cial division. The child unknowingly accepts that division, and as
he grows he believes that he belongs to that division, and later
proceeds to proteet that division. This is how feelings of national-
ism, patriotism and religious loyalty arise in a child. One who
fishts for the protection of such an artificially created division,
fights, therefore for the protection of a non-existing phantom,
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This attitude of man can be lightly dismissed as an aet of self-decep-
tion and insanity if it were not for the tragie consequences it has on
the well-being of mankind. Millions and millions of human beings
have been killed in wars that were waged for the protection of these
phantom divisions. One feels ashamed when one reads in our
history that countless Tamils were massacred by our national hero,
king Dutugemunu, for the protection of Buddhism, a religion which
is supposed to be based on compassion and love towards all living
beings. The shame is aggravated when one reads further that this
massacre was condoned by the Buddhist clergy at that time. TEven
today, the majority of Buddhists in Ceylon—both the elergy and
the laity, praise the heroie act of Dutugemunu in killing the Tamils
and are proud of their national hero ! How strange it is that man,
the loftiest product of the earth’s evolution, ean desecend to such
level !

Seeing this insanity all around us, not onlyv in this country but
in all parts of the world, one is urged to :msk'question from oneself
whether it is not possible for man to be free from the artificially
created barriers of nation, country and religion and live as members
of one nation—the nation of human beings. While the majority
are for retaining barriers and continning internecine struggles, it is
refreshing to note that there are small but sincere groups working
independently in different parts of the world to bring about better
understanding among human heings who are torn asunder hy these
artificial divisions of race, nationality and veligion. T had the very
good forbune of attending vecently a seminar held by such a group.

The seminar, which lasted for throe weeks from the middle of
May, this year, was one that was organized by the Quakers. Tt
was held in the salubrious Himalayan town of Darjeeling in North
India. Situnated 8,000 feet above sea-level and in full view of the
majestic snow-clad peaks of the Himalavas, Darjeeling was a most
fitting venue for such a seminar. Thirty two participants from
three Western countries and nine Asian countries attended the
seminar as resident members. The main topic of discussion during
the three weeks was unity in changing world. The barriers thab
divide the human family into differing contending groups were
exhaustively discussed in a most friendly atmosphere. No one in
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the seminar felt that the others with whom he was dining together,
taking part in household duties together, going for walks together,
living together and discussing together were aliens in any sense of
the term. The seminar was, at least to me, a convineing proof and
object lesson that. mankind is one and that when person sees for
himself the artificiality and the falseness of the barriers that divide
man from man, he can live in perfect harmony with all other human
beings.

J. B. DISSANAYAKE,
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THE IDEA OF A NATIONAL MUSIC

“ National ” has to be defined: & musie or any other element
of eulture iz national in the sense that it is modified by the environ-
ment in which it survives. The term is not used here to appeal to
any kind of sentiment. A very apt word deshiya of Indian musical
theory—a word which is often misused by the nationalist and the
culture hero of the platform and the newspaper. Thus a music
indigenous to a community is not the only variety of ‘‘ national

music’”’ conceivable. Any music diffused (to borrow a term from
anthropology) from & given culture A fto another culture B is
national to the culture B if it becomes an integral part of culture B,
and in that process gets modified in certain ways.

A number of local musicians attempted the creation of
“ 2 national music.” BExamples are Ananda Samarakoon, P. L. A.
Somapala and Sunil Shanta. Their systems failed to take root and
these musicians themselves are almost forgotten. A young and
gifted musician who is ab present engaged in tho task is W. D.
Amaradeva. The method of Amaradeva is more scientific than the
methods of his predecessors were; in a talk on the Creation of Music,
illustrated by Amaradeva himself, Dr. E. R. Saratchandra, a few
months back explained this method to a packed audience at the
University Arts Theatre.

Amaradeva would carefully listen to a vannama or a folk song
and conclude as to what Indian raga that particular vannama or folk
song would approximately belong to. Then based on the charac-
teristics of that r@ga he would create a second step (uttaringa) to
the folk song which consists of only the first step .burvanga). This
briefly is Amaradeva’s method. His attempt is (1) to place the folk
song on a classical foundation and (2) to expand the folk song and
make it more complex so that it would ereate vasa in the sophisti-
cated listener.

It is easy to grant that Amaradeva would achieve the first

objective listed above. But the achievement of the second would be
doubtful: will his creation evoke rasa in the sophisticated listener ?
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There is another more important question: Will his creation
stand the crucial test of time? In other words will it be of any last-
ing interest ? If one is to express an opinion on what he has
already created out of the folk songs, they will not have much sur-
vival value, among other reasons because they are not capable of
evoking any deep feeling in the experienced listener. This does not
rule out the possibility of Amaradeva ereating compositions that
will have lasting value, in the future. But judging by what
‘happened in the past, his existing Jjanagayana, (as well as his other
light songs and the whole heap of light songs of the numerous radio
singers who sing in the “ Amaradeva style”) will soon be forgotten.

It is proper at this stage to refer to a variety of national music
that is of much great survival value than that of the musicians
referred to above. It is n@dagam musie, which of course it is easily
said, is highly Indian, But nadagam music was modified by local
conditions when it absorbed characteristics of both our folk songs
and Western Church Music. Thus it exhibits peculiarly local
characteristics. The very fact that these three elements were
blended to form a new whole is a remarkable achievement. That
is what is precisely national about it, This fact should be under-
stood by the purists who think that cultures exist in water-tight
compartments. The nadagam songs contain a large classical element
which, it is concievable, is the cause of it high survival value.

Thus certain conclusions are possible. Any national musie
should be something lasting. No musie is lasting unless it has some
classical foundation. And in Ceylon, Indian classical music has
already taken root. It is not necessary to deliberately manufacture
a music merely to show that we have a music of our own. Music
performs a certain funetion and if there is any music which is cap-
able of performing that funetion it is best that particular music is
adopted. The Indian system is already established here and is
likely to continue to serve us the funetion of a music in the future
too As time goes on it is likely that both light and classical
varieties would absorb local elements from time to time however
insignificant the absorbed element may be. Such a body Indian
music modified by our environment—would be a genuinely national
music for Ceylon, national in the sense defined at the beginning of

this essay. i
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MATERIALISM AND MYSTICISM

The human race has lost the power to live in peace—it has lost
the meaning of peace, because it does not know where to find peace,
Tf happiness was just material progress or scientific development
or knowing everything there was to know, of everything there was
then today our world would be at the threshold of an everlasting
peace. But the farce of summit conferences and the unending
rejection of each others ‘notes’ by the Great Powers is the revela-
tion of a huge contradiction that hangs over an age which has
gathered a tremendous amount of facts and figures about the
Universe. Nuclear power has come to be associated not with the
larger survival of the human race but with ite fatal annihilation.
Medical authorities (Dr. Linus Pauling writing in the ‘ New York
Times’) have asserted that nearly a hundred thousand children of
the coming generation would die of leukaemia if »puclear tfests
continued to poison the atmosphere. We are very close to the
moon but I really wonder how many would know what to do with
the moon once they have got to it.

A materialism is eonsuming the West and sterilizing its power
to exist. FBuropean civilization has lost its classical diseipline, its
medieval mysticism and spirituality, it has even lost its humanism,
its power to conceive of and comprehend the human beauty. What
remaing is a sheer animalism a mechanism, and a eraving for fact-
finding. The supposed christianity of the so-called free nations of
Europe and America is often little more than a political opportu-
pism: and actually, the Wost is no more spirifual or no less
materialist than is Russia—and the conflict between the twois only
a conflict between seandalously un-Christian capitalism and an
atheistic socialism. At least Russia is professedly and openly
materialistic: the West pretends a Christianity. The Christian
nations of Europe have forgotten the realisation it proclaimed some
time ago that man does not live by meal alone and that (ag Lawrence
said) “The human soul needs actual beauty even more than
bread.” I suppose Lawrence exaggerated it somewhat—butb
the human soul needs both bread and beauty for survival, that
is both material progress and some element of mysticism or spiri-
tuality. Cournot the famous mathematician believed that without
spirituality “ all the speculations of the reason lead to nothing but
affliction of spirit.”
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To locate the beginnings of trends is never quite possible but
we might say that the modern materialism emerged full foree
somewhers around the close of the eighteenth century. In 1829
Carlyle made a significant observation in his interpretation of the
contemporary terilper: “men " he said “are grown mechanical in
head and heart, as well as in hand ”’ (Signs of the Times'). But it
is only in our own age that this materialism has matured into a
universal challenge to the whole of humanity irrespective of racial,
religious, or class distintinctions.

The dual eleavage in political and social ideology, the economie
disparity between the wealthy and the oppressed, and a host of other
purely materially analytical interpretations have heen claimed as
causes for the modern unrest, fear, insecurity—and generally, the
eraving for a safer world. I think that all these contain only part
‘of the truth. Man in any stage of development desires comprehen-
sion as well as a self-trankcending myvsticism. That is to say that
facts, 'ﬁguf‘es, and theories satisfy his intellect but not the ultra-
material element that exists in him. The human mind wants to
feel —though olten unconsciously—that there is someone or some-
thing entirely superior to himself —some force which he eannot quite
comprehend. Even love is a search for this power, because the
lover in a sense eternizes or seeks to eternize his beloved; and
this iz true even in an age of science when people like to feel that
they eomprehend everything. The modern mind does not entirely
comprehend the scientific wonders of our age, but it is prepared to
be baffled by them. The popularity of science fietion reveals a very
powerful characteristic of the modern mind. The infinitely power-
ful monsters of science fietion novels and films, monsters that
devour entire cifies and against whom even guided missiles are
powerless (as in the recent secience fietion film ‘Rodan’ reveals on
the one hand the fear that haunts the modern mind, and on the
other what we might call a ‘condition’ for a belief in an infinite
power—svhatever that power might be. In other words, there is a
desire for mysticism. So that mysticism is not so primitive a thing
as modern materialists think it to bhe. The fact is that even
materialists unconseiously try to find some mysticism or spirituality,
but not knowing where to find it, search for it in the material. Tt is
here that disillusion comes. Fundamentally, I attribute the loss of
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peace o this loss of ‘ Spirituality * or, if you do not like that word,
eall it an vltra-material awareness of our being and the being of the
world around us.

There is in our age an artistic and a religious deficiency ; a
statement of Kierkegaard is very enlightening. “ Poetry is illusion
before knowledge; religion illusion after knowledge. DBetween
poetry and religion the wordly wisdom of living plays its comedy,
Every individual who does not live either postically or religiously
is a fool,”” The deficieney i1s that ours is not an age of great literature.
I mean artistic literature not scientific—it is not an age of inspir-
ing music, or great poetry or painting or philosophy. Even il great
art is produced there is no universal taste for it, which means that
ours ig not an aga of the artist. There are many who enjoy good
music and perform good musie, but the music that inspires univer-
sally is yet the music of other centuries. We do not lack performers
but we certainly do lack good composers; and this is becanse even the
_composer cannot quite transcend the materialist trend; He does
not bear a claim to comprehensive recogunition as does the politician
and the scientist. No piece of music has been produced —or for
that matter no work of art—that is recognised by this ags as hav-
ing a permanent appreciation, an ‘eternal beauty.” (For the
inherent merit of our art I suppose wo have to await the judgement
of the future.) All these imply a very serious judgement on the
contemporary temper. Western civilization has come to be neither
classicial nor humanistic. It has lost its basic classical discipline—
the mental and the physical order, it has greatly distorted the
Christian morality, it has even lost the characteristically romantic
power to feel and to be inspired. Alfred Kazim in * Psycho-analysis
and Literature” gives a penetrating interpretation of the modern
vacuum:  The real tragedy of our times, as Nietzche correctly
foresaw is a total ‘nihilism’......... pervasive and defeatist ........
even in the midst of the greatest luxury the world has ever known
vererenaenes " reo.....more and more people lack the sense of tradi-
tions with which to assimilate the endless shocks and ehanges of
the twentieth century.”

We are involved in a serious malady of over-analysis—the
analysis of ourselves, our minds, our bodies, and of the whole
universe hence the fashion of psycho-analysis—because the first
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principle of psycho-analysis is that the mind is treated as a prob-
lem. Man's mind is now the problem, not the problems of man—
life the problem, not the problems of life. So we have in literature
the psychological novel—the probing of the character’s mind; the
painter reflecting on his canvass the confusion in his mind—the
‘ compiexity ' if you prefer that—and the com poser indulging in the
interaction of contradictory melodies to produce a music that is
complex, and perhaps ‘realistic’—but I feel not inspiring.

In this chronic desease that is afflicting Western civilization,
I see the mind of the East as the only hops for the survival of the
human race—at least for its decent survival, The East—especially
Asia with its still surviving mysticism and spirituality. The East
has a mind and ecivilization of its own and its role is to give to the
West this infusion of life at a moment when the latter feels around
it neck the weighty consequences of its own progress. Too often is
it forgotten that it was the East that gave to the world hoth Christ
and the Buddha. Philip Brookes the Utilitarian preacher once said
“The Eust lives in the moonlight of mystery, the West in the
sunlight of scientific fact. The East cries out to the Eternal for
impulses. The West seizes the present with light hands, and will
nob let it go till it has furnished it with reasonable, intelligible
motives. Each misunderstands, distrents, and in a large degree
despises the other. But the two hemispheres together and not
either one by itself make the tetal world.”

But today the East does not live entirely in the moonlight of
mystery ; the sunlight of scientific fact has begun to penetrate the
Eastern mind. Man needs both sunlight and moonlight to be
happy—both fact and mystery: and the East while accommodating
itself to material progress and scientific advancement should not lose
its mysticism and its spirituality. On the other hand, it must clear
up for European civilization the mess of materialism.,

OLAVER PERERA.
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THE STUDENT OF GEOGRAPHY AND THE
DOCUMENTARY FILM IN CEYLON

Let me state at the outset that I do not propose to discuss
the documentary film as an audio-visual aid in the teaching of
geography in primary schools. Nor, is it meant by the
documentary, the news-reel, the travelogue, the Educational or Ins-
tructional films as differentiated by Roger Manvell. What Ido mean
is that eategory of films which Paul Rotha described as the " ereative
dramatisation of actuality and the expression of social analysis”
(Films like Housing Problems, (Elton and Anstey) Workers and Jobs
(Elton 1985) Industrial Britain (Grierson and Flaherty) which
dealt with peoples ‘and their problems.) What 1is suggested
is that both the documentarist and the geographer have
certain similarities in their modes of thinking which brings the
documentary film closer to geography than any other science and
thus makes it a handy tool for the gsographer to bring his conclu-
sions to the wider publie. -

In the ultimate analysis the documentarist and the geographer
both study man in his environment.

© iiiiiensse.the immediate task of the documentarist is. I believe
to find the means whereby he can emplov a mastery of art of
public persuasion to put the people and their problems, their
labour and their service, before themselves............” (Paul
Rotha).

What is noteworthy is that, the documentary is not
only a means of public persuasion and mass propaganda. It is a
medium of education which, if we were to aceept the statement that
“the geographer is perfecting a tool............ which avails in the
attack on a great range of political, social and economic problems’
(Wooldridge and Bast', becomes an important and indispensable
aid to present the implieation of this “attack’” to the goneral public.

Here then is an invaluable medium which could be used to
dispel ignorance in our country—ignorance on the part of the
masgses of the economie, social and even eultural problems that beset
us. Here is a method of propaganda which if properly used, could
be made more effective than all the magazine and newspaper articles
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and Radio talks which are produced in such abundance in Cevlon,
One of the most acute problems which countries like Ceylon
encounter to-day is the inability of its citizens to face the major
national problems of the day and their tendency instead to be
dragged down by local and sectional interests leading to fear and con-
flict between groups. The documentary seems to be the most
capable media for bringing about a better understanding by the
peoples of Ceylon of each others ways of life, problems, and hopes.
Undoubtedly only such intimaey and understanding ean bring about
a greater unity and national feeling among our own people.

«.*You ask me what I think the film can do to make
large audiences intimate with these distant peoples. Well
Nanook is an instance of this People who read books on the
North are, after all, not many, but millions of people have seen
this film...,,.. ...it has gone round the world,........ ...And when
Nanook died, of starvation, the news of his death came out in the
press all over the world—even as far away as China............
(Robert. Flaherty).

Mere geographic distance need not make two ecommunities
“distant people,’ ignorance and tho lack of proper understanding of
each others ways of life can make two communities strangers to
each other even through they be living in adjoining territories.

This does not imply that a few documentaries will bring about
a radienl change in the outlook and mentality of the people and be
the panacea to all our problems. But what the documentary in the
present context will do is to make a more immediate, stronger and
lasting impression in a land where illiteracy is high and the number
of radios per family is low. Tha very fact that there isa government
film unit and hundreds of documentaries of all types being shown
for rural development and general information is an indication that
the government is aware of the value of the documentary as a means
of propaganda. But the vast majority of documentaries sereened
in Ceylon are filmed and produced abroad. In a campaign for
national advancement and progress the screening of foreign films is
of little value,
........ “Clearly a full and real expression of the modern scene
and modern experience cannot be achieved unless people are
observed in accorate relation to their surroundings........ the
individuals” (in the documentary) * Must be of the audience,
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they must be familiar in type and character. They themselves
must think and convey their thoughts to the audience because
only in this'way will the documentary succeed in its sociologica
and other propagandist purpose. Documentary must be the
voice of the people speaking before the homes and factories and
fields of the people *........ (Paul Rotha)

for only then will the audience hegin to have faith in the documen-
tary and acecept the lines of reasoning which the film indicates.

It has already been suggested that the documentary is closer to
geography than any other science. Tt is the geographer more than
any one alse who has a better grasp of tha regional picture and thus
places man in his propar sstting. His is a comprehensive study of
the problems that beset man in his daily struggle, the problems of
land, heritage and soeial background, not each problem in itself taken
separately but taken all together as forming one whole in which
each facbor is interwoven to strengthen the other into one complete
system of daily routine. It is here that the documentary and
geography meet on common ground. For the documentary is noth-
ing more than the photographic representation of mans daily routine,
the factors that go to explain it and the improvements that can be
made for the henefit of man.

LAEKSHMAN DE Sinva.
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MOTHER’S ILLNESS
by MARTIN WICKREMASINGHE

When mother fell ill about three months ago, we were not
quite sure what ailed her. By “we” I mean my elder sister and
myself. '

At first we brought in the Vedarala, Whenever mother fell ill,
it was the Vedarala that we always called in first. If she did not
improve after a few days, we called in the exoreist. Last time she
was ill her recovery was after both the treatment of the Vedarala
as well as the charms of the exorcist. The question as to which of
them it was that cured her never occurred to us,

This time though mother had already been ill for two months,
we did not call in the exorcist. Perhaps we felt from the very start
that mother’s illness was a serious one. Whenever someone, in the
tamily was seriously ill, we forgot all about exorcism. We probab-
Iy had greater faith in the Vedarala.

Mother had heen already ill about a week when we began to
realise how grave was her condition. We did not think it necessary
during the first week to sit up at night and attend on her. The
moment we realised how bad she was, however, we gave her more
careful and anxious attention. As she showed no signs of improve-
ment, the two of us took turns in keeping awake ab night to nurse
her, My sister attended on mother one night and I kept vigil the
next. [ wouldn’t say, though, that either of us spent sleepless
nights nursing her.

On the nights that she took her turn, sister stretched herself
on a bed which was not far from mother's. Lying there, she soon
fell asleep. If she happened to be awake when mother had to hayve
her medicine, she would give it to her. If mother cried for water,
she gave her some. Sometimes it was mother's groaning that
awakened sister. I was not much different when it came fto my
turn to nurse mother.

Though we had attended on mother in this manner for two
months, her condition did not .take a turn for the better. Week
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by week, and day by day, her health deteriorated. She came to be
irritated by the most trifling things. Often she would seold my
sister and sometimes make innuendoes at me.

*“ This is turning out to be a nuisance,” said my sister, enter-
ing my room one night as [ was about to go to bed. ' In spite of
all our care, mother still complains that we don’t look after her
well enough. I fail just once to be there when she calls, and
scolds me. ‘Take me away and put me in hospital,® she says.”

My sister was desperate. There was almost a tinge of annoy-
ance in her voice.

“It is two months since we began taking treatment from this
Vedayvala. There is no improvement whatever Mother is probably
angry with us over this. Shall we fetch the Doctor imstead?” I
proposed.

“Tf the Vedarala’s medicine isn't doing her .tmy goo.d,. surely
she could tell us that. What’s the grod of scolding us? T ecan'’t
understand what is wrong with the old thing. We haven’t slept a
~wink these many nights."

“What's to be done?” I replied. “Mother’s illness seems to be
due to some Rarma of hers. We will feteh the Doctor tomorrow
and let him see her.”

“Tt will cost a tidy sams of monay to feteh the Doctor here,,
said my sister.

“We may even have to borrow some money,” I urged. “We
can't bring the Doctor home too often, of course. We are not rich
enongh for that. TIf we take her to the hospital, however, we won’t
have to pay at all. There the best doctors will see the patient at
least once a day.”

“O how can we possibly dream of leaving mother in the hospi-
tal! Besides, people will say that we left our mother in the
Paupers’ Ward to save ourselves the trouble of looking affer her
“Then let us feteh the Doctor home one day and show her to him.
We can report her condition to him from time to time, and give her
the medicine he prescribes. There is nothing'else that can be:done.”
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The next day we ealled in the Doetor. The Doctor mevely
told us that mother’s illness was serious. In our eyes, however,
the Doctor was like Jivaka, the wonder-physician of old. We felt
sure that it would ba a matter of a fortnight or so for mother to
recover. We procured all the medicines and foods that the Doctor
‘had ordered, and we now nursad the patient with greater care and
attention than before.

A further three weeks passed but we noticed no signs of
improvement in mother’s health. At first she unprotestingly put
up with the Doctor’s treatment. This she did perhaps because
she had, like us, complete faith that she would be cured. After
three weeks, however, she began to spaak ill of the Doctor,
and quzmrellefi with us again. We were ourselves losing confidence
in the Doctor, and, as a consequence, the interest we had at first in
nursing mother began todecline. T could not say whether mother's
discontent with us was due to the slackening of our interest in her.

It was probably to relieve herself of her vekation with the
Doctor and with us that mother began to be even more harsh to
my sister than she had been befcre. On the days that T attended
on mother, she saemed to control her anger, and made no sarcastic
remarks at me., On such days. she spoke little. However, she
succeeded very little in suppr.essing her temper or in eoncealing the
mental and physical pain she was going through. Sometimes I lost
my patience and spoke to her angrily and harshly. Whatever I
said, mother never retorted. Perhaps she did not wish to provoke
mz further. When it came to sister’s turn to attend on her, mother
was quite different. Sister never let her anger get the better of her,
whatever mother said, If by some chanee she lost her patience and
let slip a remark, mother bacame still more furious, and scolded her
even more harshly.

During the fourth week of mother’s illness, the Doefor visited
her for the third time. He ordered two new mixtures and putting
into his pocket the ten rupees which I gave him, he went away.
The night mother took these mixtures, she asked for water from
time to time. On the first night, she got her water every time she
asked for it. On the following night, she had to make several
requests before she was given a drink. Whether my sister refused
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to give hor water because she thought it was for her, or because
she wanted to spare the trouble, I do not know.

Hearing that mother’s condition had worsened after the change-
over to the new medicine, two or three women from the neighbour-
ing houses came to see her. When I returned home in the evening,
I learned from my sister that mother had spoken ill of us to some
of them.

“When the Shark’s wife came to see her,” sister told me
angrily, “the first thing that mother could find to tell her was about
our faults. She said that we did not treat her with sufficient con-
sideration, and that we were only waiting for her to die. Last
night she had several times asked for water, and that we did not
care to give her some,”

*Were you not awake at that time, sister?” I asked.

*0Of course, I was. From time to time I woke up, and every
time I did, I ch&ked up whether mother was in need of anything,
before I went to sleep again.”

“Perhaps she asked for water when you were asleep?

“That couldn’t be brother. What mother said was that she had
shouted out for water, shouted loud enough for even her son to hear
her, but that no one cared to give her somo. She even told them
that we had pretended to be sleep as if we had not heard.”

I felt more sad than angry.

“Mother was willing to enter hospital, wasn’t she?” T asked.

“Mother sometimes does say she wants to enter hospital,,.
replied my sister.

“She doesn’t say this because she likes to go, but because she
wants to hint that she isn’t satisfied with what we are doing for her.
The day before yesterday she again said that she wanted us to take
her there.”

“The Doctor too says that, since his treatment is not doing
much good, she should be taken to the hospital and be cared for
there. He says that it is likely she has some heart trouble too.”
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“It i not good to take mother to the hospital at this stage, Who
is there tio look after her.? Who is there to care for her?” asked my
sister,

I had thought at first that my sister had spoken ill of mother
with the intention of having her sent tothe hospital. When I
found that she did not really like to see her taken there, I was quite
surprised. '

“The Doctor says that a complicated disease like this cannot be
broperly treated in any other place than the hospital. We needn’t
trouble about the fact that neither of us is theie to attend on her.
Patients are well looked after in the hospital  Mother probably got
worse because our nursing wasn't good enough “.

It was obvious that my sister did not believe some of the things
I had said the Doctor had told me. She no doubt thought I had
inventedthem with the idea of taking mother away to the hospital

“0, brother, it is impossible ! How could we think of abandon.
ing mother in the hospital!”

“I don’t think the Doctor will treat her any longer He doesn’t
like to, because she isn’t improving Moroly because we insist, he
comes heve, writes out his preseriptions, and gets paid for it. And
we eannot afford another Doctor We have finished all the money
we had, and all the money we could possibly borrow.”

“But the neighbours will talk They will say that we left
mother in the hospital to be rid of her *

“What do we care what they say? We have tried Sinhalese
medicine, we have tried western medicine. We can’t now go back to
Sinhalese medicine It won't make a difference even if we do.
Bhe may even get worse ™

“0, brother, T really eannot hear to send mother away to the
hospital.” My sister’s eyes were full of tears

“Let’s get a good doctor from the hospital to examine mother
first. We can take a létter from our Doctor and see the senior
physician of the hospital at his bungalow. He will examine her
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more thoroughly when we pay him his fee. If he says we should
leave her in the hospital, we will do that. Otherwise we will bring
her home ” \

My sister and even my mother agreed to this suggestion,
Mother’'s desire to live longer became clear to us from what she sub-
sequently said and did  Some women from the neighbourhood who
visited us advised us however, not to take mother away from home.

“Tt is not good at this stage even to stir her from bed. She
will be jolted about in the ear,” said the wife of the Shark.

“The Doctor says there is no danger in taking her," I retorted,
“We must somehow take mother and show her to the hospital
doctor The doctor that attends on her now does not like fo treat
her any more ” ' :

“Well, if he doesn’t, why don’t veu take treatment frqm the

Vedarala?”

“That isjust what we have been doing these two months
“Tf that is so, then fetch the senior deetor from the hespital
and get her examined here.”

The doctors of the hospital do not visit patients who live
far away from the town,” I said angrily, choosing the first retort

that came to my mind.

1 fetched a ear and, taking both my mother and sister,
went to see Doctor Chandra Heman, the chief physician of the
hospital T did not allow the driver to go fast because 1 feared
that mother would get worse if she was jolted about in the car.
Byery time the wheel bumpad over a stone, and the ear shook I was
terrified. I had a presentiment that if the car jolted too much,
mother would die on the way.

As soon as I had spoken to Doctor Heman, my fears began
o subside. My sister and I began to speak about my mother's
illness at the same time. As my sister spoke on without stop-
ping, T fell silent. After she had finished, mother began to give
an account of her woes. The doctor listened patiently, and ftook
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mother to the next room. Getting her to stretch herself on the
bed, he examined her. When he returned to the room after his
examination, I looked at his face. I must have looked at him in
the way a defendant in a law suit looks at the face of the judge
about to give his verdiet, The doctor could not have been insen-
sitive to the anguish and distress that was reflected on my face.
Yet he said nothing regarding the patient. Dropping into his
pocket the fifteen rupees I gave him, without even counting it,
he said,

"Bring your mother fomorrow to the Out-patients’ Depart-
ment of the hospital.”

"Is my mother's condition very bad Sir?”’ I asked.

“It is a bad case,” he said. ‘'Bring her tomorrow. If we are
to treat her, she will have to be left in the hospital.”

The next day we rose early and took mother to the hospital.
The first thing that mother saw as she entered the Out-patient’s
Department was a patient groaning in pain. On one of the wheeled
stretchers, there was a man, with his smashed head looking like a
bundle of jaggery. On another lay a man looking almost like a
skeleton. As I looked at his anaemic eyes and at his face which
had turned the colour of a ripened banana leaf, the very fear of
death erept into my bones

A little way from the entrance at atable was seated a middle-
aged man with a smiling face. His upper lip was covered by a
moustache as bushy as a sgirrel’s tail. Taking the printed form
that he handed to me, I got it filled up by a clerk in the hall
opposite. I .then helped mother along slowly towards Doctor
Heman's room,

T wanted to take mother away from the midst of these sick
peoplé who were groaning and gasping for breath. T felt she would
be frightened. As we entered Dr. Heman's room, however, we
came face to face with seven patients seated in a row, their faces
torn with pain and agony. Next to his room there was a hall
pattitioned by white curtains into three rooms. From one of these
there emanated a series of agonising, tortured groans. My mother
looked round helplessly, her eyes staring out of her head.
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“Don’t be frightened, mother,” I whispered.

My sister was standing by mother, her face immobile with
grief, and her hand to her chin.

Receiving information that Dr Heman was examining ‘a
serious case in one of the rooms of the hall, I went and peeped
inside A group of seven or eight medical students, men and
women, with their stethescopes hanging from their necks, encireled
the bed of the patient: the sight of whom struck me with the
sudden fear that one experisnces when encountering a ghost. The
pationt lay on the bed, one of his legs bent at the knee and his
head twisted to a side. He had a glassy look in his staring, wide-
open eyes. I cannot say fio this day whether the man I had seen
was unconscious or dead.

The doetor was explaining to the students the name of the
man’s disease. [ listened, but could understand only a few words
of his diseourse, so full was it of English words which I had never
heard before. One of thess words, ‘thrombosis”, T repeated
to myself, and referring up the dictionary when I had got home, [
vaguely understood what the man’s sickness was.

Tn the other room from which emanated the groans which I had
heard earlier, there was the sudden elang of falling metal and a voice
wailing, “A bad omen! O, my goodness! Heaven help me!”
Thorcughly curious, [ peeped in. On the bed was a man throwing
his hands and feet and erying out in pain. The patient had eried
out when a brass curtain rod fell on the ground, as an attendent
drew the white curtains that shielded his bed from view.

As soon as Dr. Heman returned to his room I pressed forward
and presented mother to him for examination. Another doctor who
sat at a table not far from us was questioning his patient severely :
“ What's the trouble with you ? What's the matter?” I heard
the patient ramble on. The doctor prodded the patient’s stomach
with his finger; he pressed the man’s side and seanned his face,
Then, without a word, he began to write out a preseription. Hand-
ing the presecription over to the patient, he said briefly, “ Three
times a day. Come next week.” Meanwhile Dr. Heman had
handed us two forms which he had completed and had bade us take
mother to the X-ray room.
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I was direeted by an attendant to a room which was situated
on the ground-floor of a two-storayed building: it is the first build-
ing one sees as one enters the front yard of the hospital. A doctor
who sat in front of a [rame enclosing what seemed to me like a
milk-white glass sheet took the forms I handed to him. He glanced
briefly through them and handed them to another doctor. The
latter led my mother and sister into the Dark Room. I heard him
request my sistor to remove the necklace that mother was wearing
and the safety-pins that she had fastened on her cloth and jacket.
The doetor who sat by the electrically-lit glass sheet took what was,
perhaps, a photo-sensilive plate, and hung it up against the glass,
In an instant was clearly visible an image of the body of a woman
from her chest down to the waist.

The doctor examined this image, which revealed even through
the flesh and clothes the bones of a woman. Noting down some-
thing on a piece of paper, he took the sensitive plate off the stand
and put it aside. He then placed another plate against the plate.

Mother and sister eame out of the room. We then went again
to Dr. Heman's room. We had sabt there for about an hour when.
Dr. Heman called me. “ It would be a good thing for the patient
to remain in the hospital. She is too old,” he said.

I had believed that mother would definitely be cured this time,
and I was at a loss to understand the doctor’s words.

" Her illness is serious. It would be a good thing for her to
remain in the hospital,” Dr. Heman repeated. * Of course if you
don’t like to, you may take her away, ” he added.

I3 " . .
“If you so ask us, Doctor, we are willing to leave her here

“ I am not asking you to leave her here. How can I do that?
It is your wish. If you don't like to leave the patient, vou can take
her away and try the Vedarala’s treatment.”

‘When I heard these words I realised that my mother’s illnass
was even graver than what the doctor had made it out to be.

“ We are quite willing to leave mother in the hospital,” I said
“ But please, doctor, do take care of her.”
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“ Of course, of ecourse,” said Dr. Heman as he disappeared into
one of the other rooms to examine another patient. Now, through
the gap between the eurtain and the floor T could see only the shoes
and lower part of Dr. Heman's trouser. The rest of him was
sereened off by the white curtain, '

It was six o’clock in the evening when, leaving mother behind,
we got home from the hospital. All along the way, my sister weph
and her breast heaved with sighs.

“0, brother, I eannot bear it. How can we go back home,
leaving mother all alone in tha hospital ! These were my sister's
first words to me.

“What else could we have done? We have tried Sinhalese
medicine. We have consulted the doctors. As there was no im-
provement the only thing we could do was to leave her in the
hospital. Tt is there that she will recover, if she does at all.”

“T have a fear that mother will never come home again. If
only, with the help of gods, mother is eured just this once!” My
sigter said this and burst into tears. * Alas, brother,” she conti-
nued, ‘it is true what mother said, that she eried out for water one
night. In my sleepness I thought that mother was asking for water
just to annoy us. Oh, dear, Perhaps mother’s condition got worse
‘because I didn’t give hor water that night!”

" No, that couldn’t be,” T said, going straight into my room.
I fell upon my bed and closed my eves. The econtinuous strain of
the last two months and the anxiety of the last two days had made
me so weary in body and mind that I fell asleep immediately.

Next morning I went to the hospital to inquire after mother’s
health. I returned homewards not displeased when I learned that
mother’s condition was neither hettor nor worse. In fact, I was
somewhat glad. On the morning of the next day, however, an
attendant who worked in the hospital ecame home and informed me
that mother had died in the early hours of the morning, The
attendant lived in a house about half & mile from ours.

“You have come so early in the morning to tell me that!’”
I burst out. It was a feeling of anger rather than of grief that first
sprang in my mind. The attendant went back, muttering something.
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“How are we to know that you had left your mother in the
hospital in order to be rid of her ?

The words came to me faintly. T was so blind with rage that
I could have smashed his head,

I had been washing my face. I threw over the stool and the
basin I was using. I lifted up the water-pot that was lying near
by and dashed it to bits against the over-turned stool. Soon anger
began to give way to grief. Crying out aloud, I went to the draw-
ing room and fell on a chair. My sister ran up to me and stroked
my head as T wept,.

“Dont ery, dear brother. It was mother’s karma. What can
we do?”

(Translated with the author’s permission by Visvakarma.)
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“There is no general doctrins which is not capable of
eating out our morality if unchecked by the deep-seated habit
of direct fellow-feeling with individual fellow-men.”

GRORGE Ernior

“We can love with our minds, but can we love only with .
our minds? Love extends itself all the time, so that we can
even love with our senseless nails; we love even with our
clothes, so that & sleeve can feel a sleeve.”

GRAHAM GRELNE.
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Qlle wish to thank all those who made contributions
to this Sagazine and others who extended their help in
many other ways. e regret that owing to lack of space

and other veasons some off the contributions could not be

published,

Qle vegret that in spite of the many attempts made
by the Editor, a representative number off “Gamil articles
could not be published.
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Character

Institutions and organisations depend on their reputation and
character. Reputation may bring immediate success, but character
decides their ultimate end.

Character means unswerving loyalty to high ideals—a magna-
nimibty that seeks the spirit of the contraet rather than its letter,
ahove every thing else a consistent desire to give fair-plan.

Reputation is what others think of us and character is what
we really are, It is the anvil on which are forged links of abiding
friendship.

The Ceylon Insurance Co., Ltd.

69, Queen Street, COLOMBO,
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SAlallika's g
for better
Photographs
Out-Door Groups
Snap-Shots
Re-productions
Plus
Photo-Goods
of
Any kind
(just opposite the Police Station)
Dial—T7065

MALLIKA STUDIO
KANDY

Karl Marx [saigh Berlin

The English Revolution, 1688—1689 G. M. Trevelyan
World History from 1914 to 1950 Duvid Thowmson

Rs, 6-40 each

LAKE HOUSE BOOKSHOP
100, Parsons Road, Colombo 2.

-l-.-I-I-._--\I-.--.-.----—--I—.---I-J

P. O. Box 244,

THE HOME UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

History of England 18151918 ] R. M. Builer

Political Thought in England—Bacon to Halifax G, P, Gooch
India, Pakistan and the West Purciyal Spear

The English Reformation to 1558 T. M. Parker

Medieval Europe H. W. C. Davis

Medieval England  Sir Maurice Powicke

EOr rae

SAREES

to please your eye
and last long

Il

VISIT - .

ANULA STORES

39, Badulla Road,
WELIMADA. ;
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