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LIST OF PLATES

Assembly Hall of Nissankamalla, Polonnaruwa

{Lion figure replaced and conservation in progress)

Lion figure from King’s Palace, Kandy

(After Congervation)

Female figurefrom King’s Palace, Kandy

{After Congervation)

Bodhisattiva—head from Kantarodai

Lamestone dagobs finials form Kantarodai

PLANS

Plan of Godamunna Ambalama
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THE ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF
ARCHAEOQLOGICAL SURVEY OF CEYLON
. FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1966-67

Introduetion

THE work of retrieving and protecting the material remains of Lanka’s past and the
work of interpreting and preserving them for the future, subjects with which the
Archaeological Department has been entrusted, have been carried on from the last
century with frequent interruptions. The years roll by, and one more year of
Archacological work has ended., We record herein the work done by the department
during that year.

It may be argued that every year's work done lessens the Department’s burdens,
but the fact is really otherwise. The number of Archacological Reserves, and that
of the monuments in private hands brought within the scope of the Antiquities
Ordinance increase every year : hence the responsibilities devolving on us too keep
mounting steadily. Kvery year thus brings greater responsibilities on us thar. the
one before,

The same is true about the regular work-sites as well. At Sigiriya, for instance,
the spade of the Archacologist has now been plied for more than three-fourth of a
century, and the work yet goes on apace. Many features of the city’s architecture
gtill lie buried under earth and many are the problems which still await solution
there. And, a greater number of ancient remains exposed means more monuments
to conserve and maintain.

The work at some of the other regular sites started comparatively later, too, has
now gone on for quite a number of years.

The Archaeological Reserves, the monuments in the Department’s control, the
protected monuments and the work at the regular stations tax our resources heavily
and very little time or money is left for other work. Nevertheless, we have not lost
sight of the Department’s responsibilities in all relevant spheres.

Tn the Archaeological Svrvey of Ceylon Administration Report (4SCAR) for 196566,
we adverted to the excavations at Kantarodai in North Ceylon, where the work was
already afoot that year. Buddhist remains are not plentiful, at least as known at
present, in the Peninsula, and the Kantarodai site, the ancient Kadurugoda Vihara
excited much interest. An account of this excavation appear elsewhere in this
report.

This report also includes in their due places the work of excavation and conservation
done at the numerous sites spread throughout the island.

Library
The allocation for the Library for the year 1966-67, was Rs. 4,000, A sum of
Rs. 1,650 was spent on settling the bills for subscriptions for journals and periodicals
on the Standing Order and the payment of contributions to International Organi-
sations. A sum of Re. 250 was also paid for the purchase of preservatives and
disinfectants for the Library. The following books were added to the Library with
the balance money —
(1) Caley, Eart R.—Orichalcum and related ancient alloys, The American,
Numismatic Society, 1964.
(2) Skeist, Handbook of Adhesives.
(3) Gaudel, Paul—Bibliography of Archaeologischen Komservierungs Technik
1959.

(4) Neuherg, W. D.—Aneient Glass, London.
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G 86 CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS, 1966-67 [ParT IV—EDUCATION

(6) Kingery, E. D.—I'ntroduction to Ceramics, London, 1960.

(6) Guttmann, W. H.—Concise guide to structiral adhesives, London.

(7) Emanuel, W. D.—All-in-one Camera Book, London, 1959,

(8) Minter, L. F.—How to Title Amateur Films, London, 1962,

(9) Minter & Chard, E. J.—How to filmm Indoors, London, 1957. »

(10) Townsend, D.—How to use [ 6, MM., London, 1961.

(11) Daborn, J—Cine Titling, London, 1960,

(12) Gibson, B.—Exposing Cine Films, London, 1960.

(13) Clark, G.—Prehistoric Societies, London, 1965,

(14) Coon, C. 8.—The Living Races of Man, London, 1968,

(15) Ucko, Peter, J.—Palacolithic Clave Art, London, 1967,

(16) Leonard, C.—Digs and Diggers, N. Y., 1064.

(17) Daniel Glyn.—Man Discovers his past, London, 1965,

(18) Margaret, Guide, Sicily : An Archaeslogical Guide, London, 1967,
(19) Evans Bstyn—~Prehistoric and Early Christian Ireland, London, 1966,
120) Leslie Greenor—he Discovery of Eqypt, London, 1966.

(21) Jessup, R.— Age by Age : Landmarks of British Archaeology, Lond. 1967.
(22) Powell, T. G. E.—Prehisiorie Art. London, 1966,

(23) Wheeler Sir Mortimer, Alms for Oblivion, London, 1966,

(24) Jacobus John-—Twentieth-century Arihiiecture, London, 1966.

(25) Griffith, O. T.—Alexander the Great : The main problems, N. Y., 1966.

(26) Webster, T' B, L.,—Hellenistic Art, London, 1967,

(27) Alexander Hurbert, G.—Language and Thinking : A Philosophieal Intro-
duction, London, 1967.

(28) Findlay, J. N —Studies in Philosophy, N. Y ., 19G6.

(29) Radhalrichnan, S, and Raju, P. T.—The Concept of Man, London, 1966,

(30) Hole Chrissina, Witcheraft in England, London, 1966, .

(31) Siegal, B. J.—Anthropology : Biennial Review of Anthropology, California.

lri 59.
(32) Goldschmidt, W.—Comparative Functionalism: An Essay on anthro-
potogical Theory.
(33) Hohouse, L. T., Wheeler, G. C.—The Material Culture and Social Institu-
tions of the Stmpler Peoples, London, 1965,
(34) Maston, I'. R.—Ceramics and Man, London, 1965.
(35) Bervice, K. R.—dA Profile of Primitive Culture N, Y., 1958,
(36) Kirkman, J. S—MWen and Monuments of the East African Coast, Londoun,
1664,
(87) Bean Ceorge, B, Acgean Turkey—An Archaeological Guide, London, 1966,
(38) Rieu, C..— Cuinlogue of the Persian Manuscripts in the British Museum,
 Vols. I-TII, London, 1966.
(39) Dalton, Q. M.—Byzantine Art and Archaeology, N. Y., 1961.
(40) Garlake, P. 8.—The Early Islamic Avrchitecture of the East African Coast,
London, 1966.
{41) Gangoly, O. C.—Indian Terracotta Art, London, 1459,
(42) Banerjea, A, C, in the Brahmanas, Delhi, 1963,
{(43) Banerji, 8. C.—An Inlroduction to Pali Literature, Calcutta, 1964,

{44) Maung Htin Aung— Burmese Monks’ Tales, London, 1966,
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(45) Narayan, R. K.— Gods, Demons and others, London, 1965.
{46) Goswami, A.—Orissan Sculpturs and Architecturee, Calcutta, 1956.

(47) De Terra Hellmit and Hallam—ZResearch on Early Man in Burma,
Philadelphia, 1963.

(48) Trager Hellen—Burma through Alien Eyes, Bombay, 1966.

49) Kidder, J. E.—Japan Before Buddhism, London, 1966.

(50) Okladnikov, A. P.—The Soviet Far East in Antiquity, N. Y., 1965.

(51)

(52) Turner,Sit B. L.—A4 Comparative Dictionary of the Indo-Aryan Languages,
N. Y., 1966.

Woodcock, George—Asia, Gods and Cities, London, 1966.

Miscellaneous journals and periodicals purchased during the year under review
number 115, The number of publications received in exchange from foreign and
local institutions was 148. The Administration Report of the Am’eaeal,ﬁcuf Commis-
sioner Tor 1965-66, was sent in exchange to all the institutions and members in the
Distribution List. A copy of * Matara }"?.r.gf_nyr? Seahityadharayan ha Sahitya Nibanda”
has been kindly presented to the Library by the Department of Cultural Afairs.

Plotography

During the year under review, 1501 new negatives have been added to the depart.
ment’s collection. Of 2360 phot -prints made during the year, 297 were sold to the
public and 14 supplied free to the Press and other dep‘ rtments. Sixty one enlarged
photographs were supplied for display at exhibitions. Eighty one colour slides
were prepared.

Tor the work of the Epigraphical section 77 rubbings of inscriptions were copied.

MUSEUMS

Anuraibapura

In the newly built sculpture gallery a section has now been set apart for Hindu
Soulptures, and all Hindu Seulptures in the old building were h.uwpfn.ef{ there.
Pedestals were made for four of these sculptures. The old building thus vacated
was supplied with a ceiling and four Buddha statues were set up in it.

Two display cases were newly made for the section set apard for the terracottas.
Two clay objects recovered from Padaviya are now on dlspla I 1e fertility cult
objects from Tukwewa were provided with labels.

The work of setting up of the mediaeval inscriptions in the ingeriptions gallery
was concluded this year.

A bbu]ptlﬂ'Pfl stone found at the former Head Teacher's premises to the West
of the Mayura Pirivena was transported to the Museum. A Siripatul (foot-print)
stone from Maradankadawala was taken on to the registers.

The collection of potsherds at the Museum was inspected by Dr. Wimala Beglev
of the University of Pensylvania.

The building which formerly housed the regional office of the Ceylon Transport
Board, handed over to the Archwologwa] Museum at Anuradhapum is being used
for the display of terracotta objects
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For the purpose of showing the evolution of the coinage a series of enlarged
photographs of the coins of Ceylon has been displayed in the Museum.

Dedigama

The work of the extension to the Museum building at Dedigama suspended at
D. P. C. level last year was recommenced during the year under review. Aftet
the doors and windows were supplied and the walls were built to a height of abour
10 ft. the work had to be suspended once more.

L
The work on the lavatory was completed thiz year. About ten cubes of earth
had to be strewn on the ground here to level the arca around the lavatory.

The following objeets have been aded to the Museum :—

37 fragments of pottery from Kotte.

23 fragments of pottery from Kotte and the stem of a clay lamp.

1 piece of terracotta pipe from Padiyagampola.

5 brick-coloured beads from Latpandura in Ratnapura District,

Fraggments of the frescoes from Mahiyangana dagoba and their copies on canvas
(framed) were transferred to the Kandy Museum.

A well for the museum was excavated and built up in the premises. The sides of
this well 18 ft. in depth are built in rubble in the lower reaches and with bricks in the
upper part.

Kandy

The Palace building of the last king of Kandy near the Temple of the Tooth at
Kandy is now being maintained as an Archaeological Museum. The building, la
good example of a sccular house of Kandy Times is being conserved as an Archaeo-
logical Monument {see pp. 55-56 for particulars).

Sigiriya
Exhibits from Sigiriya and the outlying ancient sites have now been displaged in
six of the nine rooms of the Museum building.

Name boards have been supplied to the exhibits.

The grounds of the Museum building was planted with fruit trees, and flowers
grown both in outside as well as in the patch of land enclosed by the building.

Arrangements have been made to provide display cases for the exhibits in the
next financial year.

Additional structures to serve as laboratory, store room, office and lavatory are
also to be provided in the next financial year.

Panduvasnuwara

A room of the circuit bungalow at Panduvasnuwara is set apart for the display of
antiquities found in the site. Exhibits have now been arranged and labelled in this
small * museum. ’

Jafnn

Beference was made in ASCAR for 1965-66, to the excavations at Kantarodai, a
site some 7 miles away from the town of Jaffna where the Archaeological Museum is.
The finds from this site collected in the years 1915-1917, by Sir Paul K. Peiris are
housed in the Jaffna Archacological Museum. As the Kantarodai excavations pro-
gressed the results became more and more exeiting and most of the people who were
impressed by the new finds and the antiquity of the site were interested in the earlier
finds now in the Museum.
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The number of visitors for the year under discussion, which reached a total of
117,201 was an all time record for the museum. There is no doubt that the Kan-
tarodai excavations were responible for this sudden increase in the number of visitors.

The archaeological finds from Kantarodai have been arranged in a separate section
and the Hjndu images in another.

Photographs were made of the wood carvings of the temple cars in the Jaffna
peninsula. Of these the ancient car of the Pillaiyar temple at Paralai in Chulipuram
proves to be of gpecial interest.

Fragmentary terracotta figures of animals from Pinmalaikaddivan were added to
the Museum collection.

Professor 8. Paranavitana, former Archaeological Comimissioner, and Dr. V. Begley,
an American Archaeologist, examined the Kantarodai finds.

Amparai

The finds in this museum have been re.arranged as far as possible. The Equipmet
and Construction Company who occupied the premises before it was handed to this
Department still have their stores in the museum grounds. Owing to this we have
not yet been able to layout the garden of the Museum as it should be.

Certain alterations were planned to be effected to the Museum building, but these
were dropped on second thonght. We would now be making the best use of the
building as it is and the resources thus saved have been put to other uses.

Ambalantota

In the museum building the old applications of distemper on the walls and paint
on the deors and windows were removed. Broken and loose patches of lime plaster
on the walls were repaived. The inside of the building was given three coats of lime
wash and the cvteide newly distempered.

WORK AT THE STATIONS
Anuradhapura
MAINTENANCE

As was stated in ASCAR for 1865-66, the responsibility for the ancient remains at
Anuradhapura and Mihintale now rests with the Anuradhapura Preservation Board.

A gmall party of men has, however, been retained at Anuradhapura for the main-
tenance of the departmental buildings and for the work connected with the museum.

The fence round the compeund of the departmental Cireuit Bungalow at
Anuradhapura was repaired providing new fence posts where necessary.

i

Wine pits, cach 5°x5'«7 were excavated for water-sealed lavatories for the
labour cottages and in five of these the floors were conereted and the sides built in
brick.

An asbestos ceiling was provided to the seulpture gallery of the Museum over an
area measuring 81 ft. x 2 ft. In the hall in front of the sculpture gallery the old
cement renderi ing of the floor, in an area measuring 33 sq. feet was broken up and
removed.

The inseription gallery too was provided with an ashestos ceiling about 16 squares
in area and the retiling of the roof was attended to. In the second inseription gallery
the retiling was done to a length of about 185 ft. fixing the tiles at intervals with
lime-cement mortar,
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G 52 CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS, 1966-§7 |[Parr IV—Ebpvcamox
In the museum building the spaces between pillars were provided with built up
baxes for growing flowers, ete.

About 285 squares of the walls of the museum buildings were white washed.

Pedestals provided were in brick for fixing 13 inscriptions. The bricks in these
pedestals were smoothened before use, so that the mortar joints between bricks
could be made as thin ag possible. Two display cases of size 14’ x4’ each were made
for the muscum and the timber has been prepared for two others 93’ x 2 in dimension.

The former premises of the Ceylon Transport Board adjoiningsthe museum land,
handed over recently for the purposes of the Archacological Museum, having a
perimeter of about 1,250 ft., was provided with a five-strand barbed wire fence.
About 250 round timber fence posts were prepared for fencing in the Jantaghara
pond, and the fencing is in hand. The walls of the Museum building involving a
total of 285 squares were white washed. 2

Polonnaruwa

CONSERVATION

Rankotvehera

Vegetation growing on the dome of the Rankot Vehera were removed in an arca
of about 1,700 square feet: of its surface and the conservation was done with a
‘broken-face’ involving about 107 cubes of the brickwork of the dagoba.

Stva devale

The walls of the Siva devale situated to the north of the north gate of the outer
wall of the city were re-exposed. About 4 cubes of the brickwork was redone in
conformity with the aneient work, The remainder of the walls was strengthened.

Nissankamalla's Council Hall

Twenty-four of the stone pillars of the Council Hall of Nissankamalla were
re-erected on concrete foundations. Stone capitals which fitted these pillars were
sorted out from those strewn about in the neighbourhood and fixed.

The stone lion from the structure taken back to Polonnaruwa (vide ASCAR
65-66, p. G 72) was installed at the southern end of this building on a concrete
bage. The southern section of the outer wall of this building was exposed and its
foundation stones were reset. That portion of the platform of this building
already reconstructed measures 16 ft. x 1 ft. 2 in x 2 ft. 4 in. (Plate I).

MAINTEXANOE

In portions of the wall of Rankot Vehera and Siva devale totalling an area of 1,800
squares, decayed bricks were replaced with new ones and the ‘ pointing* was done.
The pot-holes on the roads leading to the ancient monuments were filled in and
the roads maintained. An area of about 180 acres of the Reserve was cleared of the
undergrowth and maintained. Weeds and plants growing on all brick walls were
removed, their roots killed with weed killing solution and the walls pointed.

A plank foot-bridge was provided for the prescinets of the palace of Nissankamalla
to a summer pavilion within close range of it situated in the Parakrama Samudra
reservoir,

OTHE WORKS

" Two door frames of size 10} ft. x 9 ft. door panes for same and two fit-panel
doors of size 6 ft. 8 in by 44 in. were made and fitted on to the older part of the
building in this same section a part of the roof was repaired.
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Necessary repairs were affected to the departmental buildings.

Sigiriya

Since the Hon'ble Minister for Education and Cultural Affairs decided that Sigiriya
should be developed as a Tourist Centre the Department prepared a plan for the
gradual development of the site through a number of years, and this was approved
by the Ministry.

y IXCAVATION

In pursuance of this programme excavations on the eastern sector of the inner
moat were bugun in July, 1967. This excavation would require the removal of
a large quantity of earth before the stone work of the moat could be fully exposed.
Atadepth of about 15ft. from the present ground level at the site a stone work which
probably is that of the moat was encountered on the rampart side. This stone-
work which is based on bed rock hag five tiers of stone. The earth from the ex-
cavation i being used to fill the washaway on the departmental Circular Road
and on the earthwork of the rampart. Already some 325 cubes of earth have been
removed from the excavation. This earth has been added to the rampart wall.

The excavations on the trace of the ancient path leading to the rock of Sigiriya in
progress last year are being continued. The ancient path with steps and retaining
wall was traced for a further digtance of 150 ft. towards the rock. In the course of
the excavations here the following objects came to light :—

An iron nail about 9" in length.
Two small iron nails.

A piece of ancient lime plaster.
A fragment of pottery.

These objects have been taken to the Archaeological Museum Sigiriya.

CONSEERVATION

The brickwork which retains the flights of steps and that on the balustrades
on the ancicnt path of the rock referred to above has been conserved placing the
stone steps in their proper positions. During the year under review the amount of
brickwork involved on this conservation totalled 120 cubes. * Pointing * work was
done on a surface of about 3 squares on the retaining walls and the landings on
this dight of steps were also built.

A ancient brick wall on the summit of the Sigiriva Rock is now being conserved.
About 20 cubes of the brickwork on this wall has already been built. Insimilar
manner erumbled walls at other points of the rock were rebuilt and the weathered
portions conserved. The materials required for this work had as usual to be carried
laboriously up to the summit by labourers.

MAINTEX ANCE

The undergrowth within the eastern ramparts of the city was cut down and
removed.  Weeding was done on all the ancient walls on the summit as well as
in the conserved walls in the area within the western citadel. Pointing was done
where necessary on the walls of the pleasure garden area. The main reserve at
Sigiriva and the reserves at Maha Naga Pabbata Vihara and Piduragala and the
car park at Sigiriva were kept tidy during the year.

The Cireular road round the citadel of Sigiriva is being broadened from the spill ot
ihe most up to the turn-off to the Piduragala temple.  The work already completed
tncludesthe broadening of the road near the spill, the completion of the work on three

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



G 54 CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS, 1966-6% [ParT IV—EDnUCATION,
culverts and the provision of drains on either side of the road. The work on another
culvert on the Circular Road and on the culvert at the turn off to the Piduragala
temple is in hand.

Work is afoot for opening up a 20 ft. road round the eastern ramparts of the city.
Already a distance of about § mile of this road has been made and opened for use
by the public. This length of road has appreciably shortened the road to Piduragala.

OroEr WORK

Eight pieces of timber required for the work at the Embekke devale of sizes
7"x10"x18"; 7"x 10" X 22" were prepared at Sigiriya.

About 30 cubes of rubble were transported by the departmental lorry from the
old car park to near the spill of the mat for the donstruction of a retaining wall
on the farther side of the road.

Preparations were made for the construction of guarters for an Overseer at
Sigiriya. Already an area of about } acre of jungle has been cleared and the
framework of the house constructed,

A scaffolding was erected for the examination of the frescoes at the ‘ Cobra hood’
cave.

The inner side of the spiral stair case to the freseoes and its railing were repainted.
The protective iron railing on the ascent to the Summit were also repainted.

Yapahuwa
Excavarion

° In the preparation of the conservation of the walls of the second terrace of the
Ornamental gateway at Yapahuwa several large trees were cut and their, roots
removed.,

The stones of a portion of the inner city wall extending toa length of 62 ft. to the
south of the North gate, which lay secattered at the foot of the wall were cleared,
The disrupted stones yet remaining on this section of the wall were also marked and
dismantied. Al these stones were carefully arranged away from the wall to be
used in the conservation.

CoONSERVATION

On the south side of the first flight of steps of the Ornamental Gateway, the
stones of the auxiliary wall on the first stage were veset to a length of 52 fi. As
reset this wall is 2 5, 3 in. in height and 1} ft. in breadth. In the sccond stage
here the wall which is 7 ft. in height and 1} in. in breadth, a length of 76 ft. was
conserved. For the work at the second stage here, the stones had to be taken up
the difficult, terrain to a height of about 22 {t. The stones used were not the original
stones, in their original positions. This was impossible to achieve and even if it were
possible would have required a good deal of effort not justified by the work, The
stones, therefore, had to be re-prepared at certain places to fit the wall.

At the third terrace the auxiliary wall on the south side of the first stage was
conserved to a length of 82 ft. This wall as conserved is about 6 ft, in height and
about 1} ft. in breadth,

Here too the builder’s materials had to be taken up with much difficulty from
the level ground below,
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OTHER WORK

It was decided to complete in the first instance two rooms in the Museum building
under construction at Yapahuwa. The work on these two rooms has progressed
up to lintel level. There was, however, an unforeseen delay in the supply of the
doors ands windows to this building and the work had to be suspended at this stage,
to be taken up in the next year.

In the Circuit Bungalow at Yapahuwa a room with a built up water-tank has been
provided for bathing purposes. A new gate was provided for the enclosure of the
Circuit Bungalow premises.

Kelaniya

At the Kelaniya Rajamahavihara an inscribed pillar found buried under the door-
way of the main entrance to the Vibhishana Devale was retrieved and its inscription
estampaged. The pillar is now in the custody of the incumbent of the temple.
(see pp. G. T1-72)

Panduvas Nuwara
(CONSERVATION

The excavated building to the south-west of the Palace at Panduvas Nuwara was
referred to in ASCAR for 1965-66. The conservation of this building has now been
completed.

The work of conservation on the excavated part of the dagoba at Kotampitiya
referred to in ASCAR for 1965-66 too has now been completed. The stone prakare
of the courtyard of the dagoba and the brickwork portions of same were also conserved
thus completing the job of conservation we had set ourselves to at this dagoba site.

The work of conservation at the so called Dalada Maligawa (Temple of the Tootk)
in the premises of the modern temple at Panduvas Nuwara was continued during the
year under review.

MAINTENANCE AND OTHER WORKS

Decayed bricks in the King’s Palace were removed and replaced and the ponting
done. The rampart walls were also similarly treated.

In the store for tools a new door and racks were provided.

The construction of the new Overseers’ quarters at Panduvas Nuwara was comple-
ted this year, and the premises were fenced in with barb wire. A small culvert was
built on the road to these new quarters.

The work on a lavatory for the circuit bungalow was completed this year.

All ancient remains at Panduvas Nuwara and the roads and foot paths in the
reserves at Panduvas Nuwara were maintained during the year.

AUy
CONSERVATION

The Palace building of the last King of Ceylon situated hard by the Dalada Mali-
gava (The Temple of the Tooth) at Kandy, isnow being used to house the Archmologi-
cal Muscum at the hill capital. This building which is a good example of a secular
structure of the Kandyan period is also being simultaneously maintained as an
ancient monument by the Archzeological Department.
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The walls of the central hall of this palace had heen originally decorated tastefully
with stucco reliefs and terracotta plagues. The reliefs consist of almost life size
fly-whisk-bearing women, lions and geese and the terracotta plaques disposed in
friezes consist of lions and geese. These reliefs and plaques were originally painted
in the traditional colours and would have imparted a very pleasing effect in the
interior of the building. L]

In British hands this building became the residency of the Government Agents of
Kandy. 1t is unfortunate that these later occupants could not appreciate the
beauty of the interior decor of the building as furnished by kings. Consequently
layer after layer of lime wash and distemper was applied over these decorations
till the whisk-bearers, the liong and the geese became mere carricatures which
disfigured than adorned the walls,

The Jayers of lime wash and distemper which have grown to a thickness of between
1/16 th to 1/8th of an inch are now being removed, those over the stucco reliefs by
mechanical means and those over the terracotta plagques by a chemical process.

Already some of the figures have been exposed and the details of the modelling
and traces of the original colouring can now be noticed (Plates IT and I1T).

Padaviya
CONSERVATION

Sivadevale

The conservation of the Siva-devale at Padaviya was continued from last year
(Vide ASCAR for 1965-66, p.G. 78). The foundation tier of stones was laid on the
conerete base provided during the last Finaneial yvear and the brickwork of that
section of the building which contained the Siva Lingam was redone with the
original nouldings. Work on the other section is being done with the Lrickweik thown
incomplete,
L ]

The stone balustrades at the entrance of the building and the steps were disman-
tled and refixed on a concrete base. .

In the course of the work at this site the following finds were recovered during
the year :—
(1) Parakramabahu Coin, diam. 3
(2) Flat iron object resembling a screw-driver, length 103", max. breadth 13,
(#) Clay ohject shaped like a squat finial end may be from lid of a ¢lay vessel—
height 37, diam. of hase 31"
(4) Gold hrooch, length 5/12* hreadth 5/247,
(5) Minute piece of gold, diam. 112, May he fragment from 4 above.

Tn the course of exeavating for a lavatory pit in the premsies of the District Land
Officer at Padaviya (map vef. Sheel 1} 17} in the Anuradhapura District two elay
ressels have been recovered at a depth of about 11 ft. These pots are now at the
shaeologieal Museum, Anuradhapura.

MAINTENANCE AXD OTHER WORKS

The work on the Overseer’s quarters suspended last year was re-commenced this
vear, The wall. of thi: building were by il in brick up to roof level wih the doo.s
and windows. The work on one part of these quarters is now complete.

All the foot paths in the reserve were maintained and the undergrowth in an area
of about 3 acres between the Overseers’ quarters and the temporary labourers camp
was cleared,
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Menikdena
CONSERVATIONS

Deagoba.—The work on the dagoba at Menikdena was referred to in 4SCAR for
196667, at page G 70. The dagoba has been now constructed to a height of 18 ft.

A conerete slab 14 x 14’ has been provided for the relic-chamber of the dagoba.

There is only a,height of 2 ft. remaining for the completion of the work on the
dagoba.

Maintenance

The reserve, roads and foot paths at Menikdena were properly maintained during
the period.

Kantarodai
ExcavaTioN
The excavations conducted at Kantarodai during the last year were referred to in
ASCAR for 1965-66 at pages G 85-86 and plate VIIL
Excavations were continued in Grid D, layer by layer, and the finds classified and
listed. The number of stupas found in grid D now make a total of 21,
The following finds were recovered :—
(1) Bodhisattva head of coral in Graeco-Buddhist style, measuring 15in. x 11in.
{Plate 1V).
(2) Two lime stone fragments from upper part of dagoba finials (chatravali)
(i) length 19 in. ; cireumference 29 in. ; in pit D 15,
(i1) length 11 in. ; circumference 14 in. ; in pit D 15,

(3) One hollow fragment of finial of dagoba, length 9 in. ; circumference 20 in. ;
in pit D 18,

(4) Lower portion of a round coral reliquary with some particles not yet identified
in it, height 2 in. and diameter 3 in.

(5) A further lot of paste beads was collected from four of the pits as follows :
Pit D 85 B e

Pit D 4 S L £
Pit D 05 .. D47
Pit D 16 O

and a few heads from other pits.

Coins :
Three Lakshmi Plaques—Copper alloy
One half stuiver of King George I dated 1615

o B

3. Punch marked bronze coin with silvercoating

4. One coin of Sri Dharmasoka deva

5. One Laksmi plague with railed swastika revolving right

6. Coin, probably maneless lion type with four dots within circle on reverse
7. One Laksmi plaque with railed swastika revolving left

8. Small fragment of maneless lion type coin with dots within circle on reverse
9. Cast plague probably Lakshmi type with swastika design on reverse

10. Two Lakshmi plaques, hardly recognizable

11.  Ope small punch marked silver coin.
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Apart from the above coins which have been cleaned, weighed, identified and
given a prpqervative coating, seven Lakshmi plaques, one coin probably a maneless
lion type coin and two fragnients of coins have been found. These have not yet been
cleaned and finally identificd.

Eighteen pits were excavated in grid E to the south of grid D. A stupa Wasg found
at 18 in. depth in pit E 10. A lime stone finial length 9" and in circumference 12 in.
was found in the same pit. In pit E 39 a spur stone and in pit E 70 some tile sherds
were found. Of these. one sherd was green glazed. .

During the period 22.2.67 to 25.2.67 trial excavations were conducted by Dr.
W. 8. Karunaratna, Assistant Commissioner (Ipigraphy), in association with Dr.
Vimala S. Begly of the Pensylvania University, at a mound called Oddenkaddu in a
private land, a quarter of a mile away from the rgserve at Kantarodai, with the
owner's permisgion. At all stages of these excavations a large variety of potsherds
was collected for the purposes of study.

OTHER WORKS
Minor repairs were effected to the boundry fences and two temporary gates were
supplied.
4 Embekke
ClONSERVATION

The work at this shrine was a continuation from the previous year. Vide ASCAR
for 1965-66.

Devale

The foundation of the walls of the devale had become dislodged in a length of 47 ft.
The whole foundation of this pa.rt wasg reset and fixed in cement. The height of the
stonework involved in this work is about 11 ft. The eross-walls of the devale were
partly broken in the upper reaches and were built up in cement up to the required
height. The walls so done are 46 ft. long and 14 in. broad and the height involved
ift ﬂle rebuilding was about 1 foot.

In the drummer’s hall (digge) the walls are mud walls and in order to arrest fature
damage from white ants to the new woodwork the upper surface of the walls was
treated with a cement rendering 11 in thick. The length of walls involved was 136 ft.
and the breadth 2 ft.

The timber of both sections of the roof in the digge were found decaying and hence
wag fully replaced with new timber. The timber for the first seetion, eighteen
trusses which stood on it and the woodwork of the upper section placed on these
trusses were all freated with golignum before being fixed. The main beam was
fixed on trusses coming over the upper section of woodwork.

Vihara

The bazement of the vihara strueture measuring 46 ft. x 3 ft. x 2 ft. which adjoins
the devale was also badly broken and was therefore re-done. Here the re-constructed
part and the floor was rendered in cement.

Parapet around devale

One side of the prikdra around the prescinets of the devale had collapsed
and therefore was fully dismantled and the ground cleared for conservation.
The foundation for this wall 65 ft. x 2 ft. x 4 ft. was done in rubble and
cement mortar. The brick wall which was built measures 65 ft. x 4 ft. x 14 ins.

Gadaladeniya
(CONSERVATION

Tell-tales were fixed at the cracks on the walls of the structure and after taking
stock of the effects of the pressures of the structure and of the reaction of the elements
on it measures were taken to arrest the seepage of water into the building. On the
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exterior face of the walls of the viharage and the devale the spaces between the
stones had been filled in with cement mortar. These had decayed for the
most part and were therefore carefully removed without damage to the stones.
The interspaces were then newly filled with mortar grouted at high pressure. The
leakage ofswater in parts treated had stopped.

Dimbulagala
MAINTENANCE

L ]

Reserves in Dimhbulagala and the neighbouring gites of Pulligoda and Kosgaha-
ulpota, the areas around ruins and the paths to them were maintained during the
year.

At Kosgaha-ulpota a wall built in ancient times protected the ancient structures
there from the wind. A part at its middle reaches had crumbled. Reinforced
conerete was filled into this cavity and the broken plaster painted. A pit dug
by treasure hunters in the middle of one of the rooms was filled in and levelled up.

Tiriyayi

The reserve at Tiriyai, the va’aZdge, the steps leading to same and the foot paths
in the reserve were well maintained during the year.

Rajangane
MAINTENANXCE

The wvaladige at Rajangane, the other ancient structures in the reserve and their
preseinets were well maintained.

The stumps left behind in the clearing of 1966 at Rajangane were up-rooted
during the year.
OTHER WORKS
The temporary cadjan huts for the labourcrs were repairved.

Work has commenced on a pit-latrine for the use of pilgrims, ete.

Arankele

Work was begun on a road from the main road to the Archaological Reserve "at
Arankele. The road is ahout 400 ft. long and 20 {t. in breadth. After filling in and
ramming carth on the full length of the road three-fourths of its length was gravelled.

A hume-pipe culvert 16 ft. x5 ft. on this road was built.

Botale
('ONSERVATION

The work done last year at this site is referred to in ASCAR for 1965-66 at page
G 84.

Two buttresses were built in rubble to the rubble retaining wall built around the
ancient bo-tree at Botale.

Gurndeniya
CONSERVATION
The work already in progress at the site (vide ASCAR for 1965-66 pp. G 79-80})
was suspended for some time owing to the rains. Work was re-commenced in March,
1967, and a brick wall 50 ft. x8 {£. x6 {t. was conserved.
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Berendi Kovil and Palace site at Avissawella and Beddegana and * Alakeswara
Sohona *’ at Kotie

These sites were maintained throughout the year and periodically inspected.

Mahasamandevale L4
Conservation work at this temple continued. Two decayed beams. rafters and
reepers were replaced.  The half round tiles of the roof were removed, and flat tiles
of the Sinhala type were put in their place. Beams and planks ofsthe second floor
over the handun-kidamae (Sandal-wood c¢hamber) and Gubaddva (repositiory) were
also replaced.

Galmaduwa
The work done at the Galmaduwa Vihara was desgribed in ASCAR for 1963 64,
p-G. 73, 196465, p.G. 78 and 1965-66, p.G. 83.
During the year the work on the remaining one-fourth of the roof was completed.

Godamunna
The wayside rest-house (ambolama) at Godamunna which was in a bad state of
dilapitlation has now been completely dismantled for ecomservation. The four
wooden pillars have heen hadly attacked by termites and cavities made in the wood
are being filled in with wood. The timberwork of the roof has to be replaced entirely
(Plan 1).

Habassa, Maligawela, Dambegoda, Galabedda and Galbuduntenna

These ancient sites referred to in previous reports were maintained during the
year by the departmental men stationed at the sites.

Ramba-vihara, Akrugodelia and the Galge al Dondra
These sites referred to in recent reports were perodically inspected and main-
tained by departmental men stationed at the sites.

Buduruwagala

At Buduruwagala the path to the group of statues is obstructed by a rhvine
made by a water course which flows seasonally. This was gapped by reinforeed
concrete foot bridge 21 ft. x4 ft. on abutments of rubble-mansory leaving a span of
13 ft. for the water course.

Remains in the Jaifna Peninsula
Dutch Fort, Jaffna

The Dutch Church (Kruys Kirk of Jaffnapatnam) built in 1706 A.D. within the
Dutch Fort at Jaffna was handed over to the Jaffna Christian Union on a 50-vear
lease dated June 19, 1967, the agreement being signed by the Government Agent,
Jaflna, on behalf of the Arachzological Department and by the Rt. Rev. 8. Kulendran,
Bishop of Jaffna, on behalf of the Christian Union, Jaffna. Under the lease all
repairs to the building and to its woodwork are to be done by the lessees with the
approval of the Arachewological Department and the Church is to be kept open
between 8.00 a.m. and 6.00 p.m. on all working days. A earetaker has been appointed
under the agreement. The Portuguese bell (1648) once kept on display at the Jaffna
Museum was restored to the Jaffna Duteh Church where it had been installed in
Dutch times.

Fort Hammenhiel

Repairs to the roof of the Fortress damaged by the cyclone and to the walls were
attended to.

A Tamil inscription of the Cholas on a granite slab 3’ % 9" x9” was removed from
the cuterwall on the north castern side to be kept within the Fort premises, and the

wall from which the slab was removed was re-done to match the wall elsewhere in
the structure.
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Chankanai

The vegetation on the walls of the church were removed and the wall was treated
with a tree killing solution and the joints in the stone work grouted with cement.
Cracks on the walls were repaired. A new iron gate was fixed at the entrance to the
church compound.

Atchuveli 2

The vegetation growing on the walls of the church and within the building were
removed. The walls were treated with a tree killing solution and general repairs
were effecterd,

INSPECTIONS AND EXPLORATIONS
CENTRAL PROVIKCE
Kandy Distriet

Aneient ambalama al Yakgahapitiya

The ancient ambaloma at Yakgahapitiva (map ref. 12314, 15) in Udagampaha
Korale of Patadumbara Palata was inspected. In plan the building is a square of
gide 17 ft. 7 in. On a base of stone construction are placed two grids of wooden
beams on which the strueture is reared,

At each of the four ends of the inner grid of beams is fixed a wooden post, The
inner building ineluded by these four posts is a square of side 7 ft. In the lower
grid of beams which reaches 4 ft. 6 in. beyond the inner square up to the extreme
ends of the structure has 12 wooden posts disposed in groups of four at each end.
The wooden posts are of a height of about 6 ft. 7 in. Animal figures, lotus designs,
ete., are carved on the pillars of the inner square and on the eorner pillars of the
outer square. On some of the beams placed on the pillars are also found carvings.
The inner section of the embalame is roofed with flat tiles while the rest of the roof
ig cled with halt round tiles. The entrances of the ambalamae ave on the east and
waost.

Sri Dharmaraje Vibara

The remaing of a dagobs ransacked by treasure hunters and the remains of
another structure situated in close proximity to each other arve found at Sri
Dharmaraja Vihara (mep ref. J 17/42) in the Hassalaka colony in Kandapahala
Korale of Udadumbara Palata. The remains of the dagoda as at present are
ahout 3 ft. in height and of the other structure only four stone pillars each ahont
2 ft. 6 in. in height are now inevidence,

Nuwara Eliya Distriet
Aneient site of Yati-hanguranketa

A site named Yati-hanguranketa (map ref. M 1/3, 11) in Diyatilaka Korale of
Uda Hewaheta Palata situated hard by the junction of Pallevidiya was inspected.

Four rough cut stone pillars ¢n sife mark an ancient structure here. The four
pillars enclose an area measuring 13 ft. 6 in x 12 ft. and are each about 10 ft. in
height. Each pillar in cross-section is about 1 ft. 3 in. square. The other stone
pillars from this structure seem to have been used in various modern work such as
construction of roads, culverts, ete. The basement of the structure also has now been
almost entirely levelled up.
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: : Matale District
Bodhimalu Vikara, Udasgiriye

The inner section of a temple on pillars survives at the Bodhi malu vihara in Udas-
giriya (nfap ref. I 15/27) of Asgiri Pallesiya Pattu. The portion of thg structure
which survives here measures 12 ft. x 7 ft. 6 in. The outer part of the structure
which once circumscribed the inner shrine has heen demolished a few years ago.
Even in the inner structure the roof having been removed only the wooden ceiling
now remains. A new rectangular roof supported on pillars of brick has since been
supplied for the protection of the ancient structure, This new roof is clad with flat
tiles.

At the entrance to the remainder of the shrine are a flight of stone steps flanked
by stone balustrades. At the foot of the steps is a plain moonstone. Inside the
shrine are a geated statue and two standing statues. Paintings on the inner walls
depict scenes from the 24 viverana (declarations) and the 7 wecks after the attain-
ment of Buddha-heod. On the ccling are painted the parading of Mara’s hosts
againgt the Blessed One, and lotus patterns.  On the outer walls of this shrine are the

L B

representations of Hell. The statues and paintings here, pertain to the Kandy period.

Clgse to the temple-on-pillars is an ancient bo-tree. The ho-tree and the shrine
are on an elevated terrace access to which is gained through a flight of steps  beginning
from a plain moonstone and flanked on either side by a stone balustrade. On the
terrace referred to were the fragment of & stone dsana (throne), a yantaragala (stone
receptacle with compartments for deposits) and a stone pedestal for a vessel of water.

Pelapotwalta, Ambana

A site with ancient remains in a land called Pelapolwatta (map ref. I 10/31) at
Ambana in the Headman’s division of Opalgala in Ambanganga Korale was inspected.

Two guardstones each 2 ft. 10 in. x 1 ft. 8 in. were noticed in an elevated section
of this land which contained ancient brickbats These guardstones are unusual
in that the figures on them do not have the usual cobra hoods as a foil to their heads.
Qver the head of the figure is an arched makara decoration  One of these guardstones
is eracked in the middle while the other is well preserved.

Within close range of the guardstones was found the fragment from the feet
of a statue 14 ft. in height and measuring 1ft 9 in. across.

About 200 yards to the west of this site, at the foot of an old tamarined (tamarindus
indicus) tree were the fragment of the figure of a deva or a Bodhisattva and the figure
of Ganesha. The head and hands and the part below the knees are missing in the
statue first mentioned. The surviving fragment is 2 ft. 8 in. in height and measures
1 ft. 2 in. in breadth at shoulders. The latter figure which is well preserved is 1 ft
7 in, in height and has a breadth of 1 ft. 1 in.

Pallegama

The dncient tamarined tree and well at Pallegama (map vef. J 11/21) of
Laggala Pallesiya Pactu was inspected. There is a spring of water in the field
about } mile from the tamarined tree. A hollowed trunk of a tree is used as a
ring reund this spring. The villagers call this well the wre linda (a kind of well).
No ancient ramains were noticed in the vicinity.

Kapukotuva Vikaraya

The vihara known by this name, situated in the villege of Halminiva (map. ref.
J11/37, 38) in the Laggala Pallesiya pattu was inspected. Here inside a cave with
drip-ledge, is found a reclining brick and stucco image of the Buddha 17 ft. long
and 3 ft. 3 in. in height. Traces of a vihara 31 ft. x 131 ft. built of rubble and mud
mortar are noticed in front of this cave. The two round columng which marked the
ends of the varandah of this vihara have survived. Remaing of a rubble retaining
wall are noted in front of the vihara and near it.

From the evidence of the robe of the recumbent statue and the architecture of the
vihara, these appear to belong to the Kandy period.
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Niravva

An ancient site named Niravva in the village of Dandubandiruppa (map ref.
F 25/60) in Kandapalla Korale was inspected. The site is at the foot of a
hill. A ruined dagoba, with a circumference of about 200 ft. and now standing to a
height of dhout 10 ft. despoiled by clandestine diggers, is found here, Hard by the
dagoba are the remains of a structure 18 ft x 17 ft. At each of the four corners of
this structure is a stone pillar of height about 6 ft. On the slope of the hill above
the dagoba are three caves marked with drip-ledge. On the slope of the hill are
noticed remnants of stone retaining walls. Around the gite at the foot of the hill
are found here and there a few stone pillar stumps.

Viharahinne

Set amidst an ancient growe of Na (Mesna Ferrea) trees in the village of
Moragolla (map ref. [ 4/66) in the Headman’s division of Alutwewa in the
Kandapalla Korale is an ancient site named Viharahinna. The approach to the
site is along an ancient road running some 200 yards through a gully, The arca of
ancient remains was girt by a brick built prakdre vestiges of which are yet
found. 1In the area encloged in the north-east corner are the remains of a dagoba
now standing to a height of 8 ft. This dagoba has been dug into by free booters.
An inseribed slab measuring about 7 ft. x 4 ff, is found near the dagoba,

In the western corner of the enclosed area are the remains of a large building
measuring 47 ft. x 23 ft. Its stone pillars are arranged in 6 rows of four in each
north to south. Thirty feet in front of this struciure is its mandape, which measures
14 f5. = 23 ft. and has 2 rows of 4 pillars in each. All these are well-fashioned square
pillars measuring 10 in. a side in cross-section.

The building is facing the east. In a large pit excavated at its centre by treasure
seekers is a half buried standing statue.

EASTERN PROVINCE

Trincomalee District
8ri Gajabalen Vihara

The above vikare on the south bank of the Morawewa Colony in the village of Pan-
kulama (map rel. D 17/533) in the Headman’s division of Gomarankadawala in
Kaddukkulam Pattu was inspected. In a rocky eminence here are several rock
caves provided with drip-ledges. Three of these contain Brahmi inscriptions
below the drip-ledges.

Ftabendi wewa ancient sife

A gite with an ancient dagoba was inspected in the village of Etabendiwewa
(Map ref. D 16/56) in Kaddukkulam Pattu. The dagoba stands on a raised square
terrace with side of about 52 ft. the remains of which now stand to a height of about
3 ft. At the centre of each side of the terrace a flight of steps with 3 steps in each
gives access to it. At the foot of each flight of steps is a moonstore and one either
side a plain stone balustrade.

The moonstone and the guardstones of each flight of steps differ from those of the
other. The guardstones generally measure 1 ft. 4 in. in height, and a moonstone is
generally 3 ft. in breadth. The brick retaining wall of the dagoba terrace has a
tier of moulded stones. Above this the mouldings of the retaining wall consist of
the fillet and the facia.

The remains of the dagoba rises to about 6 ft. over the height of the maluvc.
At the centre of the dageba is a large pit dug by treasure seekers.

Two pieces of an octagonal yiipe pillar and fragments of an Gsara 3 ft. 2 in.
in breadth was found rear the dagoba.
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On a mound which may mark the site of an ancient building to the west of the
dagoba are found several steps. The upper surface of a rock outcrop shows out at
the top of the mound. On this are found four cavities meant for receiving wooden

posts, ° -

Sri Akbo-Rajamaha Vikara

In tract 8 of the Colony of Mullipotana in Tissapura in Kantalai of Tampala-
kamam Pattu is the Sri Akbo-Rajamaha Vihara. In this site are the remains of
a small dagoba which in its present height is not preserved to more than 3 ft. in
height. The retaining wall of the square raised terrace on which the dagoba stands
has badly erumbled and only portions of it being noticeable here and there.

The fragment of the torso of a Buddha statue about 4 ft. 5 in. in present height
is found near the dagoba. Fragments of the figure of a deva or of a Bodhisattva
are also found near the dagoba.

.

SABARAGAMUWA PROVINCE
Ratnapura District
Ruins at Rambukanagama

Two ancient sites on either side of the Hulanda Oya at Rambukanagama (map
ref. P 6/63,64) in Kolonna Korale in Ratnapura District were inspected.

At the site to the east of the stream are the remains of a dagoba 12 ft. in height and
20 ft. in diameter. A temporary channel for taking water to the fields has exposed
some of the flagstones of the paved terrace of the dagoba. Adjoining the site of the
dagoba is a tract of fields irrigated by the Chandrikawewa reservoir. Tar frem the
dagoba, here and there in the fields are seen several pillar stumps. Potsherds and
brickbats are strewn about in the area.

At the site to the west of the stream is a mound standing to a height of 2% ft.
which appears to be the remains of a dagoba. Potsherds and brickbats are found in
plenty in the area. Hard by the mound are found the remains of a wall.

Kegalla District

Asmadala

Mr. A. 8. Hettiaracci, the Principal of Galatara-Uduwewala Mahavidyalaya
informed the A. (. that certain antiquities were discovered in some pits dug in a
rubber estate lying on the slopes of a hill at Asmadala in the Egodapota Pattuwa of
Galboda Korale in the District of Kegalla (map ref. T 24/60, 61 ; L 4/5) and the
A.C. examined the site on 16th September, 1967. It appeared that when some
villagers dug a trench they came aceross a slab of stone andunderneath the slab were
small pots and bowl shaped vessels. In the pots and vessels were charcoal, pieces of
kone, objects which looked like pieces of bangles and others like remmnants of weapons
or tools. The villagers had dug further and similar slabs with burials under them
had been found. Aection was taken to have this ancient burial site acquired for
archaeological purposes.
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SOUTHERN PROVINCE
Galle District

Ba jagaﬂem& .

Ingpections were made at a place called Rajagallena at Maligatenna in the
Headman’s division of Hattaka (map ref, O 8/45) in Bentota Walallawiti Korale.
Maligatenna is a hillock on which is an area with large boulders and natural rock
caves. None of the caves have drip-ledges and there are no signs of their having
been occupied. A cave gitnated below the ground level at this site is called the
Rajagallena and a belief is current in the area that a fugitive king was hiding in
this cave. This is a natural cave and no ancient remains are found at the site.

Subkadraramao

The Subhadrarama at Balapitiva, a ‘protected’ monument, was re-inspected at the
instance of the Incumbent. The roof of the vihara is leaking and the woodwork of
the roof is being attacked by termites.

Valarake Purana Rajemala Vikare

The ancinet shrine at Vataraka in Galle District, the site of its dagoba and the
finds recovered from it were inspeeted. A trench 19 5. 16 ft. < 34 £t. has been cutb
through the dagoba and the bricks from same thrown out. At the middle of this
trench a shaft 6 ft. deep and about 3 ft. wide has been sunk. This shaft had reached
a stone slab 1 ft. 8 in. x9in. in area and 8in. in height which hag a hole
measuring 5"« 5" x 54" which had contained deposited objects. The slab which
had bheen used as the lid for this container was found broken thrown aside. It is
also said that a stone with a similar eavity measuring 5” x5" x8" was found at the
bagal terrace level of the dagoba. This too had been covered with a lid stons
which too is now cast aside. Both these stone containers apparently belonged to
the ancient dagoba.

The Tollowing items said to have been recovered from the dagoba are now kept
insicde a glags paned almirah in the priest’s residence :—

(1) Five bronze images with siraspota of average height 41"

(2) A relic casket 4 in. in height and with a § in, band fixed at base.

Pieces of terracotta heads of Nagas and bricks with figures of lions are found at the
gite,

Some VOC coins and other coing, a representation of the Dharmacakra, and
silver plates on which the Ratanasutra was incised are among the other finds contained
in the stone boxes.

On the date of inspection the chief priest was not at the temple and one of hig
assistants gave the information that the chief priest has more finds from the site
apart from those which can be seen in the glass-paned almirah.

A buddhist monk named Katagoda Ratanajoti is said to have re-constructed the
dagoba in about 1794 A.D.

If this information is correct, it is possible that new deposit objects were added to
the stone boxes on this oceasion,

Galle Ramparts

In the course of excavation for laying of water pipes to a house within the Galle
amparts an ancient sculptured stone slab was recovered. The excavated trench
wasg temporarily closed up.
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The slab measures 3 ft. 11 in.x 1 ft. 2 in, x10 in. On it are 5 sculptured figures of
ganas (dwarfs) separated by four pilasters. The figures which are depicted as
holding up a weight in the manner of atlantes, are 7 in. in height and 51 in. at broadest.
The stone has also been fashioned on three sides adjacent to the sculptured surface.
About 24 in, from the edge of the upper surface are dug two holes each akout 11 in.

in depth. This slab is obviously from an anecient structure.

Matara Distriet .
Gangarama Vikara

The Cangarams Vihara in the village of Polwatta in the Weligam Korale (map
ref. O 24/37) was inspected in connection with the application for constructing a
new heliry. *

In the image-house of this shrine the wall paintings keep flaking. The painted
plaster is also being attacked by insects. The lighting of kerosene oil lamps and
candles inside the image-house has resulted in soot setting on the paintings.

The left hand of the recumbent Buddha statue at the site has developed a crack.

Sudharmarama Vihara

Two Vihara buildings and a dagoba are found at the Subhadrarama Vihara in
Watagedara (map ref. O 25/25) of Gangabodapattuwa in Nadugals Wasama of
Matara District.

The oldest of the structures here is a temple-on-pillars. The structure is reared
on a grid of six wooden beams each measuring 10" x 9" in cross-section. The
grid in turn is placed on stone pillars 1 ft. 41 in.

The temple-on-pillars (kimpite vibdra) is enclosed in another structure in such a
way that there is an ambulatory passage 5 ft. to 5 ft. § in. broad between the two.
The outer structure measures 26 x 24 ft. and is tiled with half round tiles.

The walls of the outer structure are decorated on the outside with arches flled in
with lotus patterns. On the outer building there are two entrances at present
although originally there was probably only one. The walls here are of mud and
wattle and are white washed. There are two windows to the structure.

On the walls of the timpita vihire wall paintings are found both outside and
inside. Among the paintings inside are lotus petal designs, creeper patterns and
janitors, the 24 declarations (séivisivivarena), the quoit, Arhant figures, jasmine
creepers, ete. The drawings on the outer walls include scenes from the life of the
Buddha the Bodhisattva maitriya, the Tusita heavens and the scene of the appeal
of the gods to the Bodhisattva in Tusita heavens to be born in the human world to
attain Buddhahood. This part of the structure has only one entrance. [Pacing the
entrance is a Buddha figure with siraspota seated in the attitude of meditation
(dhyani mudra). This figure is placed on a pedestal measuring 5 ft. 2 in x 2 f£.8in. x 3 ft.
decorated with paintings. The figure is 5 ft. in height and measures 4 ft. 4 in. across
at the knees. On the door painted on both sides, are drawn two figures of lions and
the nirilatd (imaginary creeper with women as flowers). Around the door frame
are drawn lotus petal designs. In the drawings the janitor wear a high crown
decorated with ndge figures. On two opposite walls are drawn figures of eight
arhant figures and two Buddha figures such that they face cach other. At present
there is no ceiling, but on the two heams paintings of creeper patterns survive.
These do not appear to have been re-done in recent times.

Another structure at the same site is said to have been built about 150 years ago.
A note appended to the paintings indicate that they were repaired in B.E. 2482
(A.D. 1939 by modern reckoning), This structure which has a verandah measures
55 ft. 6 in x 45 ft. 3 in. In the inner room on a pedestal which abuts on two of its
walls is a recumbent statue with siraspota. To the right of this statue is a seated
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statue and on its left a standing statue. To the left of the standing statue are the
figures of the gods Vishnu and Kataragama. Painted on the walls are representations
of the five chief deciples. the eighty chief deciples, the 24 benedictions, the 7 weeks
after the atainment of Buddhahood and other scenes of the life of the Blessed One.
On the ceiling are garlands of flowers and lotus patterns and on the beams creeper
patterns. On the four wooden pillars which support the main heams are drawn
creeper patterns which include human figures, Access is gained to this structure
from three doors with wooden frames.

On the left hand%ide wall of the verandah is a figure of the Maitreya Bodhisattva,
modelled and painted.

Among the recent work in this building are the four guardian gods.

The floor of this building which is brick paved is now covered with a cement
rendering.

The roof of the inner room is clad with flat tiles while the verandah is tiled with
Calicut tiles.

The small dagoba sans pinnacle at the site is reared on a terrace 27 ft. 8 inx 27 ft.
6 in, and 2 ft. 1 in. in height. The dagoba and its terrace are now lime plastered.
On the terrace are two flower altars plastered with lime. The dagoba has no pinna-
cle. Although the incumbent priest avers that this is the ancient dagoba it hardly
bears any singns of antiquity now.

Hambantota Distriet

Minuvangamu Rajomaka Vihara

In the village of Thala Obada (map ref. O 15/48) of Giruwa-pattu West Korale in
the Hambantota district is the Miniwangamu Rajamaha Vihara which was inspected,
at the request of the Director of irrigation. The access to the site is along a foot
path of about 3} miles in length which branches from Walasmulla Katuwana road
from near the Rest House. Among the ancient structures here are a dagoba situated
on an octagonal terrace, the image-house which also contains figures of the gods, the
Convocation Hall, the Na tree, provided with parapet, and the priest’s residences.
All these have undergone extensive repairs and renewal.

On the site are found several ancinet stone pillars, one sculptured stone capital,
a guardstone, a stone pedestal for a Buddha statue and balustrade stones.

The dam proposed, if constructed would result in the whole area being submerged.

Lunungam Vehera

At Seenamunnegams (map ref. P 8/44) in Magampattu, on the surface rock of
about 2 acres in extent are the remains of an ancient dagoba which has been recertly
repaired. The raised terrace is 25 ft. square. On an octagonal base reared to a
height of 3 ft. 2 in. on the terrace, the dagoba has been built up to a height of 3 ft. at
which stage the work has been stopped.

Twenty eight feet to the south of the dagoba is a wall 80 ft. long and 1 ft. broad
constructed up to a height of about 10 in.  Here too the structure rises on the old
foundation and is built in cement.

On a side of the rock surface is a circular stone with & square mortice 6"x 6" and
depth 6" cut on it. The top surface of the stone is levelled and it appears that this
was used as a spur-stone somewhere.

On the rock surface to the east of the dagoba is a pond which is in the shape of an
inverted cone. The pond has a diameter of 13 ft. 6 in. and a depth of about 6 ft.
This is used by the villagers for their drinking water.
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‘On the west of the rock surface is another pond which had two built up walls in
ancient times. ,The remains of these walls have been built upon recently. Sixteen
feet to the South of the Junction of the two walls is a spill 8 ft. wide provided on the
rock surface for the excess water to flow out, The hole which led to this spill has
now been clesed up.  An inspection of the southorn section of the site was impossible
owing t0"the thorny undergrowth in the area. g

Galkanuvatia

_The ancient site situated in close proximity to the Yatala r_lzig‘;tha on the farther
side of the road named Galkanuwatta or Pansalwatta was re-inspected, since there
was a proposal to add this land to the premises of the Tissa Girle’ School.

An excavation was conducted at this site by the dcyartnient- in 1965 (Vide ASCAR,
64-65 p. G 75, Under Yatala Asanaghara),

Site near the Debarawewa Junction

Lands in F.V.P. 622, lots K85, M85, N85, P85 and 85 in Tissa, Debarawews
(map ref. I’ 13/7) of Magampattu was inspected.

The land is thickly covered with undergrowth and no proper inspection could be
made without clearing the undergrowth. As far as could be made out now there are
no ancient remains above the surface.

NCRTH CENTRAL PROVINCE
Anuradhapura Distrie!

Genmunupur.s Ancient site

In the area now called Gemunupura (map ref. I 13/1) in the Rajangane Scheme in
the Wilachchi Korale of Nu aragampalata is an ancient dagoba about 125 ft. in
circumference and 8 ft, in height. The dagoba rises on a square raised terrage.

A structure to the south of the dagoba has an inner room measuring 20 £5. < 19 ft.
approx. with a verandah 11 ft.x 9 ft. The verandah is on the east of the structure,
On the structure there have been four rows of four pillars each, of which only 3 are
preserved entire. Of the other pillars, only the stumps remain. A whole pillag
measures about 7 ft. in height. At each corner of the verandah is also the stump of
a stone pillar. No guardstones or a moonstone are found at the entrance of the
building.

About 25 ft. to the south of this structure are the remains of another building
which has disintegrated to such an extent that the details cannot be made out.

Near the dagoba is a stone throne (asana) 8 ft. 9 in x 3 ft. 10 in. now broken in
twain. About 100 yards to the south of the dagoba another stone throne is half
buried in the earth. Two sacred foot-print-stones (siripatul gal) were also noticed
uear the dagoba,

Musnawn

Near the tank at Musnawa (Map ref. F 19/46) in Kelegamtulana of Negampaha
Korale of Kalagampalata is an ancient site. The guardstone found at the site
measured 4 ft. in height and 1 ft. 6 in. in breadth. The janitor sculptured on the
guardstone is damaged in places. The ubiquitous cobra hoods are abgsent, but some
uuidentified object is noticed over the head of the janitor, This portion of the stone
is broken and hence the difficulty of identification. The central figure of the guard-
«tone holds a bouquet of flowers in his right hand and the two figures at his feet are
not the usual dwarfs but normal human males.
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Not far from the position of the guardstone is a site strewn with brickbats which
is now turned into a field. There very probably was an ancient structure here
which has since vanished without leaving a trace.

Jinapatraramae

The ancient site on the rock surface close to Habarana junction was re-ingpected.
On the rock surface is a dagoba of circumference about 80 ft. built with rubble.
South of the dagoha on the western edge of a large cavity on the rock which retains
water, is an inseription measuring 19 t. x 7 ft.

Polonnaruwa Distriet
Forest reserve at Sudukanda

An ancient site in the northern section of the forest reserve at Sudukanda (map
ref. G 17/41) in Giritale Rajaela in the Giritale Tulana of Sinhala Pattu was inspected.
An area of sloping land here had been built upon in ancient times. However, at
present only a retaining wall built in stone and a few pieces from small dressed
slabs survive. The area around is strewn with pieces of tile and brickbats. A large
pit had been dug at the centre of site of the structure by treasure hunters.

Talpota

The legless torso of a figure either of a Bodhisattva or of a king done in lime stone
and now measuring about 3 ft. hag been found in a high land in tract No. 126 of
colony No. B. O. P. 317B of Talpota, Polonnaruwa in the course of digging & pit.
This figure and two katty knife-blades, an arecanut cutter, two ancient coins and a
piece of terracotta pipe found in association with it are now in the Talpota Pirivena
in the same colony,

No remains of ancient structures except stray brickbats are now found at the
site.

Ancient site in R. B. 5 at Hingurakdamana

* The ancinet site in R. B. 5 in Hingurakdamana in Sinhalapattu was re-inspected.
The remains at the site measure approximately 14 ft. % 18 ft. with a verandah measu-
ring 12 ft. 11 ft. on the eastern side. At the end of the verandah are two balustrade
stones and two plain moonstones. Five of the rough cut pillars of the structure
cach about b ft. in height are still in situ. The others are either broken or fallen.,

Supported on the pillars of this structure are two standing statues, a seated statue
and a figure of a Bodhisattva or deva. One of the standing statues measures 5 ft.
in height and 2 ft. in breadth at shoulders. The head and hands of the statue are
broken away. The other standing statue is 4 ft. 9 in. high and measures 1 ft. 9 in. at
shoulders. Here too the head and hands are missing.

The seated statue has lost one of its hands with part of the shoulder and the head
though severed is at the site. The height of the statue with the head keptin position
is 2 ft. 6 in. '

In the figure with layman’s attire too the head and hands have broken away, It
is b ft. 3 in. in present height and has a breadth of 2 ft. at shoulders.

Also found at the site are a fragment from below the chest of a seated statve

and a piece from about the waist to about the knees of a Bodhisattva figure measuring
about 2 ft.

All these figures have been done in crystalline lime stone, East of the structure

is a depression containing water which may originally have been a pond.
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NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCE
Kurunegala Distriet

Ambalama al Karagahagedara A

The ancient ambalama at Karagahagedara (map ref. 13/52) in Meddeketiya Korale
of Katugampola hatpattu was inspected.

The ambalama has been constructed on a grid of wooden beams placed on four
fair-sized boulders. The four large wooden pillars which support the roof measure
7 in. square in cross-section. At the fringe of the ambalama are 17 smaller pillars.
None of the pillars are carved but carved brackets are placed over the 4 larger pillars.
The entrance to the ambalema had been through,a flight of wooten steps, which
have since disappeared, on the northern side.

The structure measures 13 ft. 2 in. north to south and 13 ft. east to west. Tts roof
is clad with flat tiles, A carving on one of the beams on the roof gives itg date as
A.C. 1837,

Ambaloma ot Bogalapitiya

Another building of the same type constructed in Saka ers 1783 (=A.C. 1861)
according to a carving on one of its roof beams was inspected at Bogahapitiya (Map
ref. I 13/44) in the Katugampola Hatpattu, Here too the building is reared on a
grid of wooden beams placed on four boulders and the roof supported on four large
wooden pillars. These pillars carry carvings of animals, floral patterns, ete. and are
capped with carved brackets. The pillars at the perimeter number 16.

The ambalama measures 14 ft. square and is tiled with flat tiles.

wRajamaha Vihara. Sivurudeniya

At the Sivurudeniya Rajamahavihara (map ref. I 18/33) in Udakaha Korale West
of Dambadeni Hatpattu is found in the temple premises a mound with old brickbats,
and pieces of tiles. 1t has been dug into by treasure-hunters. Kxcavations around
this mound also have uncovered the part of an ancient brick structure. Execava-
tions around the mound have yielded brickbats and pieces of moulded bricks. A
full brick from the site measured 16 in. 9 in. x4 in.

Sri Sailagirvivihara

Bri Sailagiri Vihara in Nawakada (map ref. I 12/50) in the Udaboddawa
Headman’s division of Katugampola Korale South was inspected. On the rock
gurface) flush with the surrounding ground here, is found a Brahmi inscription.

Hettiyagama

An ancient site at Hettivagama (map ref. F 24/50) in Ganankete of Pahala Wisi-
deka Korale of Wanni Hatpattu was inspected. The remains of the largest building
at the foot of the rock at this site measures 38 ft. north to south and 33 ft. east to
west., There have been five rows of four stone pillars each on this structure. In
cross-section each of these pillars measure about 18 in. 14 in. and the four pillars
still found in situ stand to a height of about 10 ft. :

Of a structure sited about 50 yards from the one deseribed only a few pillar stumps
remain. The fragments of a rectangular dsena arve found close to this building.
Here and there in the vicinity are also noticed pillar stumps. .

On top of the rock is a small rock inscription. Close to the inscription is the

padestal of o Buddha statue,
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Puttalam Distriet

Ancient site at Kadurukotte

The ancient site of Kadurukotta in the village of Sohonkalama (map ref. F 21 /40)
in the Puttalampattu and Gravets division of Rajakumara Wannipattu was
inspected.

The remains of a small dagoba rifled and destroyed by treasure-seekers are found
at the premises* Hard by are found evidence of two structures. At one of these
are found a stone pillar about 5 ft. high and the stump of another. At the other
are several pillars each about a foot high. At various spots on the land are found
parts of brickwalls, ancient brickbats and pieces of pillars.

North of the degoba and the remains of the two structures is a mound with a flat
top, about 25 ft. in height which appear to mark the site of a ruined dagoba. If
this is not the site of a dagoba it must be a man made mound. [t is very improbable

that the mound ig natural.

Anecient site at Burutakele

The ancient site of Burutakele (map ref, I 1/63) in the Katupota colony in Pitigal
Korale North of Anaivulundan Pattu, was inspected.

In one of the alienated lands here is found a square structure of side 10 ft. The
structure has sixteen pillars each about a foot high, digposed in rows of four at the
corners. In front of the structure is a stone slab with a square cavity dug out at its
centre. In the course of the digging for planting coconuts ancient brickbats and
pieces of tile have been unearthed.

Vilandagoda

The ancient site called Vilandagoda (map ref. F 12/11) situated to the west of the
village of Pahala Puliyankulama in the Rajavanni palata of Demala hatpattu was
inspected. There are several caves provided with drip-ledges here, and of these
several have Brihmi ingcriptions on them. The site abounds in boulders and rock
surfaces on the ground. At the highest rock surface level is an ancient cave temple.
In front of the cave is a structure 18 ft. 18 ft. 6 in. Of the stone pillars incorpora-
ted into the brickwalls of this structure, six are still in sitw. The verandah which
was attached to this room measured 11 ft. 6 inx15 ft. 6 in. There had been
brickwalls round this verandah. The bricks from the wihkirage measured
18 in. % 6in. X 24 in.

East of the vikarage on the very summit of the rock surface are the remains of a
dagoba despoiled by clandestine diggers. East of the rock surface is a large pond
whose sides are built up with stone.

On the western side of the rock surface is a square structure of side 35 ft. This
structure has had five rows of five pillars each. Of these, five pillars are in sitew.
Kach of the pillars is roughly 12 ft. in height. A large headless standing stone
statue of the Buddha fallen face downwards at the middle of the structure is half
buried. The portion which is exposed, that is the part above the knees measures
about 9 ft. in height.

To the north—west of this structure is a pillared structure measuring 45 ft. < 33 ft.
The pillars are disposed in six rows with four in each and stand to an average height
of about 8 ft. 6 in.

Dispersed at the site are stone retaining walls, some balustrade stones and plain

moonstones.
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i NORTHERN PROVINCE
Kallar in Cheddilulam

An ancient site in Kallar in Cheddikulam in the Vavuniya District of Northern
Provinee Was inspected. .

At this site an ancient brick built dagoba now standin g to a height of about 14 ft.
has been ransacked by treasure-hunters, An area of 500 acres including this dagoba
site has been leased for tobacco plantation. Sinee the area was being fast cleaned
up for tobacco cultivation the Government Agent was requested to set apart an
area of one acre to include this dagoba for archaeological purposes,

The reports furnished by the assistant Commissioners regarding the work donc in
their fields are subjoined. .

CHEMICAL TREATMENT OF ANTIQUITIES
by

R.H. de Silva, B.Se. Hons. (Cey.), B.S¢. Hons. (Lond.), D, Phil. (Oxon.), Assistant
. Commissioner (Chemist)

 Laboratory
Ten scientific books relating to Archaeology and allied subjects were added 1o the
Library of the Chemistry section.
Equipment
Laboratory equipments and chemicals were purchased at a cost of Rs. 4.520.29,
Potsherds of a large pot (No.7) from Pomparippu were agsembled.

Five hundred and twenty-six photographs were developed and enlarged.
A limestone sample from Kantarodai was analvsed.

Experiments to decide upon suitable materials for consolidation of plaster and of
gtone-masonry of Gadaladeniva Vihare were undertaken,

Tour bronze statues of deities from Avukana were being chemically treated. This
work is to continue,

The following objects were conserved :—

(1) Sixteen old coins from Rithigalwatte, Aluthkurukorale :

(2) Twenty-seven ancient coins from Kantarodai ;

(3) One hundred and sixty-five old coins from Naivala in the Colombo district ;

(4) Two pieces of an Iron object (blade of a knife) from the ancient burial site at
Pingwewa ;

(5) An Iron object (blade of a spear) found at the Archaeological site in Panduvas-
nuwara.

A sample of carth containing postsherds from the Pingwewa burial site in Yapa-
huwa was examined.

Pipelines of the Laboratory which had not been cleaned for sometime were cleaned
during the year by contractors.

Research

Tn the conservation of Copper and Copper alloy objects a new technique has been
tried out utilising ‘ Ton exchange Regin .
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Thin-layer chromatography was used on an experimental basis for the detection
and analysis of metallic elements found in samples brought from various sites. The
experiments are heing continued.

FIELD WORK

WESTERN PROVINCE
Kotte

Experiments were conducted to determine a suitable algicide for eradication of
algae on the dagobas at the Beddegana archaeological site, and to prevent recurrence
of such growth.

NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCE
Panduvasnuwara

The methods of manufacture of clay utensils were studied here.

Yapahuwa

At the Rajamahavihare the conservation of wall paintings was undertaken. This
consigted of measures (e), (b) and (¢) mentioned in ASCAR 1964/65, p. G. 103.
Photographs of these paintings were taken.

CENTRAL PROVINCE

Kandy

At the main entrance of the Archaeological museum, work was resumed to expose
the terracotta plaques that were covered with a coating of lime-plaster. By the end
of the financial year three lion figures situated at the right side of the entrance were
exposed.
Matale

The conservation of the paintings at Sulunapahura Vihare which was initiated in
1964 /65 was 4 § C A R, continued.
Sigiriya

Consolidation of the ground within the fresco-pocket was undertaken during
periodical visits to the station.

Paintings Nos. 3 and 4 in the pocket No. A were further treated to enhance the
clarity of detail.

Consolidation of the ground of the painting in the cave under the cistern rock was
effected.

In the cobra-hood cave the algae on the painted plaster was removed.

NORTH-CENTRAL PROVINCE

Anwradhapura

A further series of experiments was conducted on the Ruvanwelisaya dagobe
‘towards the eradication and inhibition of growths of algae that had discoloured the
monument. The Anuradhapura Preservation Board was advised as to how the
proposed white-washing should be conducted.
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Palonnaruiwa

The conservation of the paintings at the Tivanka Pilimage undertaken in 1963 /64
was continued.

Fragments of a slab inseription, a few yards to the south of the Nissankalatha-
mandapaya, were conserved.

EASTERN PROVINCE .
Gal Oyn

The protective structure built round the painting at Gonagala was found to permit
the seepage of rain-water. These areas were blocked in using ¢ Bondapaste ™.

Lectures, Discussions, efe.

An illustrated talk on *° Recent Discoveries in Pomparippu Urn Burials ” wag
given by Dr. R. H. de Silva under the auspices of the Museum Study Group at the
Museum Lecture Hall, Colombo, on 2nd August, 1967. A discussion followed. ™

EPIGRAPHY

by
W. Saddhamangala Karunaratne, M. A, (Cey.), Ph. D. (Cantab.), Assistant
Commissioner (Epigraphy)

“Forty—six new ingeriptions were copied during the year. Chronologically they can
be divided as follows :—

3rd-1st ¢. B. C. .. .. 200
1st—3rd e. A. D. s 6
4th—bth ¢. A. D... .. — >Brahmi
6th—7th ¢. A. D... i 1
I 8th—~10th c. A. D, R
11th-12th c. A. D. VS .
13th e. and after .. i 2
Undecided e i 2
46

Brahmi inscriptions

The twenty early Brahmi cave inscriptions will be included in Volume I of the
Corpus of Ceylon Inscriptions edited by Dr. S. Paranavitana. This is now in the
press and will be published shortly. The other five Brahmi inscriptions will also be
included in the subsequent volumes which are now under preparation.

Inseriptions of the 8th—-10th centuries A.D.

Of the ten inseriptions belonging to this period, only the two found at Kelaniya
and Kitsirimevan Kelaniya are interesting. The first was used as a step at the
Vibhisana Devale of the Rajamaha-vihara, Kelaniya. The second was buried
in the maluve of the Kitsirimevan vihara on the other side of the river. Both
these inscriptions were supposed to contain the word kesdd (kesadhdthu) by some
lecturers of the Archaeology department of the Vidyodaya University of Ceylon. A
certain amount of public interest was created by the supposition that the Buddha’s
Hair Relics were enshrined at the Kelaniya Dagaba. But on closer examination,
the word was found to be ‘ udakasda ’. According to Dr. Paranavitana, this means
+he ‘ Relic of the Bath Robe ’. This indicates that in the 10th century there was a
belief that the Bath Robe of the Buddha was enshrined in the cetiya of the Kelaniya
vihara. It is traditionally believed that the Buddha bathed in the Kalayani river on
his visit there. But the Selalihini Sandesa of Sri Rahula of the 15th century says
that there was a* Sivuru dagoba ’ at Kelaniya vihara built in the place where the
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Buddha wore his robes after the bath in the river. But it does.not mention .that
the robes were enshrined there. The relevant verse is as follows :(—

{v. 70)

s  Samanola giri gijiiidu digu kala sonidecka sé ti
Sihilala ganga sihil sanahd muni nogé i
pahidula tun sivura dida perevi vidasi ti
tanakala sivaru dagiba vanda nopi pi ti

“ Worship without turning back, the sivuru dagaba, which was built on the
spot where the Sage who is free from lust (Buddha) bathed in the cool waters of the
river (Kdlani) which is like unto a trunk stretched forth by the lord of elephants,
the Samanola mountain.

The first inseription also mentions the maintenance of a jewelled lamp at the
vihara, and also a group of dancers at the Ruvanvili dagaba. It would therefore
appear that the dagaba at Kelaniya was also called Ruvanvili, in addition to the
dagabas of the same name at Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa. A market-place
near the vihara is also mentioned.

Inscriptions of the Polonnaruwa Period

Of the inscriptions of this period. the only one which is of interest is that found near
SellagKataragama (No. 30). This is one of Niddankamalla’s gavute pillars and is almost
identical with the Katugaha-Galge Pillar Inscription (See E. Z. Vol. IIL, p. 325).
Dr. Paranavitana who t‘dltt‘d that inscription says that of all the givuta leﬂ.r‘b 80
far known, the one at Katugaha-galge alone has the inscription completely preserved.
The one discovered now is also well preserved except for about four lines. H. W.
Codrington has written an article on Gavuta Pillars in the Ceylon Journal of Science
(Section G., Vol, [I, pp. 129-134). As the present inscription gives additional
material to that article, we give the complete reading below :

A B
1. Srih Ranun 1. paksapa
2, rajayehi 2. ta gatto
3. dttavu- 3. yiyi kiya
4. -n kerehi 4. vava manu-
5. karuniye- 5. -sya dtma
6. -n kivamha 6. labhima du
7. dhana-dhinya 7. -rlabha yi du
8. dasi-disa- 8. kinlata
9. -yan ati 9. tmaya a
10.  va jivat- 10. ndyehi
11. vanna kimi- 11. nasana ba
12. ttamha Ma- 12, -va dharmma no
13. -va rajaye- 13. wveyisuva
14. hi Piti ra 14. yen jiva
15. -jayechi 15. tvanna ki
16. dttavu 16. mattamha
17. -n atin ni- 17. yime ava
18. -nda paribha 18.  viada kiya
19, -va noasa 19. Paidi rata
20, lobhiva 20. devaraka
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A B
21. anun gi 21. gos tula
.22, -ttata ada 22. bhara nangi
23. nokoti 23. Paidiraj- A
24. bat ki bu 24, -jurvange
25. lat ki mata 25. -n bisova
26. ta uddhata no 26. -run fitun
27. vi- Rino 27. asun adi
28. mivancivo 28, vil aya geni
29, yi svami 20, Soli ratin

30. paiduru gend
31. lakdivata

C
g 1. avut tun
2. rajaya vata
3. kota Sama-
4. -nola adi
5. vi durgga ba-
6. -la vadala Ka-
7. -lifga-cakra-
8. -varttin vaha-
9. -nge taram
10. kala Niddam-

. 11. -ka gavuvayi

Inscriptions of the 13th century and after

The two inscriptions belonging to this period are not in Sinhalese. No. 1 is a
Dutch ingeription which says, * Vindt imandt syn rust insteeden ikleef op Oud Rust
weltavreeden—1777. " This is translated as, “ Some find rest in towns: I live
at “ 0ld Rest ” well satisfied—1777.” This was discovered at Messenger street,
Colombo. The other inscription which is a tombstone from Kalpitiya, is a modern,
Tamil epitaph. *

PUBLICATIONS AND EXPLORATIONS
by

W. B. Marcus Fernando, M. A. (Lond.), Assistant Commissioner (Publications and
; Explorations)

“Half way through the year under review, a permanent appointment was made to
the post of Publications Assistant, With this appointment the Publications section
has all its vacancies filled for the first time in several years.

As was stated in 48CAR for 196566 one of the jobs planned for the year now
discussed was the printing of a new set of picture post-cards. A stock of 42,000
picture post-cards on 20 subjects was printed in France and imported within the
year. Our first letter to the selected printers was sent on 6.2.67 and the packages
of picture post-cards were taken delivery of at Colombo by us on 25.7.67. But for
the unexpected closure of the Suez Canal the time taken would have been still less,
Nevertheless, this work done for us in distant France involved several problems at
various stages of the work.
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Stocks of the first impression of the English guide book to Anuradhapura—
The Ancient City of Anwradhapura printed in 1965 were running very low, and
hence a revised edition was brought out during the year. An English guide to
Polonnaruwa was also published.

Of the & Art Series * by Dr. C. E. Godakumbura the booklet on Moonsiones was
handed to the press and those on Sinhkalese Dance and Music and Tivanka Pilimage
frescoes are being made ready for the press.

An English guide book to Sigiriye and a Sinhalese guide to Polonnaruwa were
prepared and handed to the press during the year.

Reference was made in ASCAR 1965-66 to the work on the first and second
volumes of the Corpus of Ceylon Inscriptions. The second proof of Vol. I of this
book was read during the year and Vol. 11 is being prepared for the press.

The monograph entitled T'he Exeavations of the Kotavehera at Didigama, Vol. VII
of the series of Memoirs of the Archaeological Department, referred to in ASCAR
for 196566, was handed to the press during the financial year.

An index to the Annual Report of the Archaeological Department issued since
1912 was a long felt need and a start was made during the year to compile one. It is
hoped that this index would be ready for inclusion in ASCAR for 1967-68.

Enquiries have been initiated through the usual diplomatic channels as to the
present location of the Buddha statue from Vallipuram presented to the King of Siam
by Sir Henry Blake, the then Governor of Ceylon (Vide JRASCB, Vol. 16, p. 43) and
efforts are being made to obtain information about the present site, ete. and photo-
graphs of this statue since no good photographs of same are available in this country.
A rather poor photograph of this statue is reproduced as plate X fig. II in Ceylon
Antiquary, Vol. IT part 2.

A sizeable collection of finds from various sites which had accumulated at the
Head Office through the years was listed. labelled and despatched to the different
Archaeological museums.

An exploration planned for about a month around August, 1967 had to be given
up owing to urgent publications work in hand.

The Assistant Commissioner, Publications and Explorations, conducted the
following guests of state on tours of the ruined cities indicated :

Mr. Christmas Humphreys, Anuradhapura

Archbishop Shodo Okano and Anuradhapura and

Madame Kini Okano of the Kodo Kyodam, Japan Mihintale

On 28.12.66 the Assistant Commisgioner Publications, gave a talk at the
Museum Lecture Hall on *“ Hundred Years of Historic Archaeology in Ceylon,
under the aegis of the Museum study cirele. A discussion followed.

He also gave two lectures on the Architecture and seulpture of Ceylon on 29th and
30th December, 1966 to the guide trainees of the Tourist Board, at the Tourist Board
Head Quarters, Colombo.

On the 9th June, 1967 he gave a lecture on ““ Buddhist Architecture in Ceylon
at the Architecture School of the Technical College at 17, Ward Place, Colombo 7, to
the Architecture students of the Colleges,

Recoveries by private parties

A terracotta object height 1 ft. 6 in., which appears to be the stem of a clay lamp
found in the course of mining for gems was handed to the Department by Mr. Oliver
T. Ahangama. It is not always that finds recovered accidently are reported to this
Department, and we take this opportunity to express our thanks to the donor.

(. 8. GODAKUMBURA,
Office of the Archaeological Survey, Archaeological Commissioner.
Colombo 7, Monday, December 4, 1967,
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