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LIST OF PLATES

(i) A elay bowl from Danagirigala Rajomaha-vihara

(ii) Clay lamps from Danagivigala Raicmaha-vihara
(iil) Buddha Statue now erected at the Ambalantota Archaeclogical Musewm.
{iv) A pond in the pleasure-garden at Sigiviye after Conservation

(v) Imterior view of the Siva-devala at Pudaviya after Conservation

(vi) Siva-devala at Padaviya after Conser vedion

{vii) Excavation at Kantarodai
{viil) Brcavation ai Kantarodai

(ix) Bronze Buddha Statue nneavthed from Pavulpana

(x) Bronze Casket unearthed from Pavulpave

(xi) A Copy of the Stylized MA KARA figure in the Cobra Hood Cave al Sigiriya

(xii) The ASANA in the carze No. 3 13 14 at Sigiviya after Conservation

LIST OF PLANS

(1) The pond in the pleasure-garden al Sigirigo

(2) Plan and Section of the Buildintg in the eitadel atf Pandweasnuwdra

(3) Pillared Building ot Menikdenda
(4) Plan and Section of the deagoba ol Yeabangala

(6) Plan and Hlevation of the Lanbeatileba-riliara ot Kandy

(6)

(1) ‘

(8) Buriel-urns from Pomparippu
(9)

(10) J
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ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL
COMMISSIONER FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1965-66

IN our last report we stated that the activities of the department have now come
to be spread over the whole Island. We have pushed this policy further during the
financial year under review, by undertaking more work in arcas where the work
done hitherto was very little. Accordingly, a planned excavation was conducted
in 1965-66 at Kantarodai, a very ancient site in the extreme north of the Island.
This was the first such excavation conducted in the Peninsula by the department, and
it was very fruitful particularly from the point of view of the collection of finds.

2. Tnspeetions, explorations and the look-out for objects of archaeological and
artistic interest too have been stepped up during the year. 3

3. We now have museums at Jaffna, Kandy, Amparai, Ambalantota, Polonnaruwa
and Sigiriya in addition to the better known archaeological museums at Anuradha-
pura and Dedigama and many objects of artistic and antiquarian value which have
lain uncared for in the neighbourhoods of these museums and those which run the
risk of being lost or damaged are being taken to the respective museums. In the case
of some of these objects, the original provenance is not exactly known.

4. At Polonnaruwa, the Audiance Hall of Nigéankamalla, a building which pro-
vides valuable evidence as regards the composition of the Royal Assembly of Ceylon
and the relative seniority or position of its members, ete., in mediacval times is being

_congerved. The stone lion from Polonnaruwa, which had been kept in captivity for
more than ninety vears in the Colombo Museum has now travelled back to its original
haunt as was stated in our last report. This lion would once more be set-up in the
position it onece occupied ingide the Council Chamber.

5. The flights of steps which provided access to the rock of Sigiriya before lase
vear was not a part of the original approach to the summit. The ancient approach
was once more revived last year, so that now one could reach the rock by the same
route which Kassapa and his retinue used.

6. The matters we have referred to here in passing would bedealt with in greater
detail, in their proper places in this report.

Archaeological Commissioner’s trip to Burma

At the invitation of the Government of Burma the Archaeological Com-
missioner paid a visit to that country for an exchange of views on cultural and
archaeological studies. The writer was in Burma from the 12th July to the 18th
September, 1966, where he held several discussions with the scholars and other
persons with similar interests.

The writer visited among other places the excavation sites at Halingyi, Biekthano
and Ririkhettara (Sriksetra).

The writer takes this opportunity to thank the government and the people of
Burma who received him warmly wherever he went and in particular the Chairman
of the Revolutionary Council and his government for the very interesting and
educative time he spent in that country.

During the period that the writer was out of the Island Dr. R. H. de Silva, Assis-
tant Commissioner (Chcmi:st-?,, acted for the Archaeologieal Commisgioner,
¥l Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
_:i—éi-') 6605 (657/8) noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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Photography

During the year, 830 new photographs were taken and the negatives added to our
collection. A total of 3.702 photo-prints were prepared and 516 of these were sold to
members of the public on application, Ninety-three photo-prints were issued free of
charge to other government departments and to the press.

One hundred and one enlarged prints of sizes ranging from 10”7 12" to 20" x 16"
have been supplied for exhibitions.

Library

The allocation for the Library for the vear was Rs. 4,000. A sum of about Rs. 1,300
was spent out of that amount in settling the bills for subseriptions for journals
and periodicals on the Standing Order and for the payment of Contributions to
International Organizations. With the balance money the following books were
added to the Library :—

1. Jenkinson, H.—A4 Manual of Archive Administration, London, 1965.
2., Wavell Stewart—The Naga Kings Daughter, London, 1964,

3. Brandi Cesare—Teoria Del Restauro. Rome, 1963.

. James, B. M.—Thin-layer Chromatography, London, 1963.

. Lucas, A.—Ancient Eqyptain Materials and Industries, London.

. Billington Dora, M.—The Technique of Pottery, London, 1962,

. Wager Victor, H.—Plaster casting for the student Sculptor. London, 1952.
. Herberts, K.—The complete book of Artist’s techniques, l.ondon, 1959.
Thompson, D. V.—The Practice of tempera painting, N. Y., 1952.

10. Clark, C. D.—Pictures, their preservation & restoration, Maryland.

11. Merrifield (Mrs.)—The art of fresco painting. London, 1952,

12, William, R.- -4 Manual Jor the potter, London, 1948,

13. Forbes, R. J.—Man the Maker—A4 History of technology & engineering, London,
1958. il

14. Hicky, M. M.—Vitruvius—the ten books on Architecture, New York, 1960.
15. Wall, H. Van de & others—Aspects of Art Forgery, The Hague, 1062.
16. Agnes Allen—The Story of Archaeology, London.

17. Oakley Kenneth, P.— Frameworks for Dating Fossil Man, London 1966.
18. Town Laurence— Bookhinding by hand, London, 1962,

19. Daniel Blyn—The Hungry Archaeologist in France, London, 1963,

20. Sharma, I. C.—FEthical Philosophies of India, London, 1965.

21. Master, Alfred—A Grammar of Old Marathi, London, 1964.
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Miscellancous journals and periodicals purchased during the year under review
number 112. The number of publications received in exchange from foreign and
local institutions was 166. The Annual Administration Report for 1963-64 and
Epigraphia Zeylanica, Vol. V, pt. ITT were sent in Exchange to all the Institutions
and Members on the Distribution List.

Exhibitions

The department organized an exhibition at the Old Palace building, Kandy,
during the Esala perahera season,

Publications

This was another successful year for the publications section of this department,
despite the fact that this section continued to he understaffed.

An Assistant Commisgioner to be in charge of Publications as well as Explorations
was appointed in mid-March, but the post of Publications Assistant has to be kept
vacant till at least March, 1967.

The “Art Series” booklet on Sinhalese Doorways (Re. 1.75) came out of the press
during the year and the following books of the same series are in the final stages of
preparation: (1) Moonstones, (2) Dance Forms and Music, (3) Tivanke Pilimagé Fres-
coes. This series of booklets has become popular, to judge from the sales. and several
requests are being made from various quarters to expedite the issue of the other
three booklets of the series,

The first volume of the Corpus of Ceylon Inscriptions, the volume on carly
Brahmi Inscriptions prepared by Professor Paranavitana with the assistance of the
Department is in the sceond proof stage.

The second volume of the Corpus which brings the study of Ceylon ingcriptions
up to the end of the 4th century A. D. also prepared by Professor Paranavitana,
with the assistance of the Department, s in the final stages of preparation.

Our entire stock of Picture Post Cards printed several years ago, being nearly
sold out, quotations were called from reputed firms all over the world for the printing
of a new series of picture posi cards. The Government Printer has given us his ready
asgistance In this matter and the government has released the required foreign
exchange. We look forward to having these picture post cards ready for sale before
the next financial year is out.

The last monograph of the series * Memoirs of the Archaeological Department °,
the VIth Volume was published in 1953. The VIIth Volume of the series, a memoir
entitled Kxcavations at Kotavehera, Dedigama (by the writer) is in preparation. This
would be passed on to the press in 1967,

In our statement of the papers contributed by officers of the department furnished
in the Adwinistration Report of the Archaelogical Department (ASCAR) 1964-65 the
following contributions made during that year were not included. We quote here
these other contributions by officers of the department in order that the statement
may be complete :—

‘Asanaghara —Dr. €. E. Godakumbura, Archaological Commissioner,

‘ The Date of the Brahmi inscriptions of Ceylon '—Dr, W. S. Karunaratna, Assis-
tant Commissioner (Epigraphy).

Both these papers were published in the Paranavitana Felicitation Volume.
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUMS

Anuradhapura

The econstruction of a sculpture gallery for the archaeological museum at
Anuradhapura was completed during the year, and the arrangement of seulptures
was taken up. The gallery consists of three halls of which one is set apart for Hindu
Sculptures. Another hall is used for exhibits which relate to architecture. The
third hall is used for displaying miscellaneous objects of sculpture.

Among the exhibits newly taken over to the inventory are—

(¢) A torso of a Bodhisattva or some male royal personage ;
(b) A rectangular stone casket from the Kanthaka cetiya at Mihintale ;

(¢) A sculptured stone from the Asanaghara site in the Abhayagiri area,
Anuradhapura ;

(d) A stone spout with sculpture of a makara (a sort of gargoyle motif) ;

(¢) Two ancient coins from Padaviya, 158 coins from Maho arca and ten coins
of unknown provenance. Six inscribed stones were set up in ‘*he
museum. Two terracotta heads, one from Vilpattu and the other from
Anuradhapura were put up on display.

The collection of potsherds at the museum was examined by Dr. George Dailers
in connection with his researches.

Potsherds from Tissaraimaya were classified and arranged.

Urinal stones and lavatory slabs from ancient sites which lay in the court yard
of the museum were arranged according to their development and placed on raised
pedestals specially built for these.

Among the distinguished visitors to the museum during the year were the Hon’ble
Mr. Dudley Senanayake, Prime Minister of Ceylon, the Hon'ble Mr. J. R. Jaye-
wardene, Minister of State, the Hon'ble Mr. C. P. de Silva, Minister of Lands, Irri-
gation and Power, the Hon'ble Dr. W. Dahanayaka, Minister of Home Affairs, the
Hon'ble Mr, E. L. B. Hurulle, Minister of Communications, The Rt. Hon, Lord
Derlin, Retired Lord of Appeal and chairman of the Press council of Gt. Britain,
Professor Lerry Davidson of California University, Gencral Ne Win, President,
Revolutionary Council, Burma, and his party, the delegates to the World Buddhist
Congress held at Colombo, and a party of Parliamentarians from Australia led by
the Australian Minister for Air Services, the Hon'ble Mr. N. W. Swan.

Nearly 40,000 persons visited the Museum during the year.

Jafina

The Jaffna Museum so far run as a branch museum of the National Museums
Department and its staff were transferred to the Archacological Department with
effect from 1.10.65.

The Zoological collection of this museum which came over to the Archacological
Department at the handing over, is being maintained till a decision is made regarding
the institution to which the same may be transferred.

The Archaeological section of this Museum is being re-organized.

The finds from the Kantaroda: excavation (see page) now brought into the museum
include ancient tiles, beads of various substances, colours and shapes and some
ancient coins.

Also added to the museum collection are a quantity of potsherds and beads from
Vallipuram and some potsherds and coins of Dutch and early British period- “om
Nagara Kovil.
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The torso of a small Buddha bronze 11 inches in present height picked up at: surface
near the Kantarodai site was purchased for the museum for Ras. 5.

One Jarge bronze bell (dated 1648) with wooden stand, and a brass sun-dial, both
from the Dutch Fort, Jaffna, were also added to the museum collection.

Dedigama
During the year the work of organizing the Archaeological museum, Dedigama,
was further pushed forward.

A new wing to this museum, the construction of which has just begun would be
used to provide a reading room and proper lavatory facilities. The office of the
museum and a store-house would also be housed in this new extension.

An ancient potter’s wheel from Dedigama and the fragment of a terracotta well-ring
from the village of Mipiti in Kegalla District have been added to the finds at this
museurn.

Kandy

A new Archaeological museum is now run at the Old Palace building at Kandy.
Ti.e Archaeological finds of the National Museum at Kandy were turned over to
this department at the commencement of the financial year. The conveyance of the
finds from one building to another and their orderly display involved the expense
of much labour and time.

A fragmentary Buddha statue found in the precinets of the Nitha Devale,
Kandy and some antiquities presented by the authorities of the Danagirigala Raja-
mahavihara were added to the exhibits at the Kandy musecum. The objects received
from the Danagirigala Vihira were—

(@) Two large bowls of clay (Plate I),

(b) One medium sized bowl of clay,

(¢) T'wo clay lamps with stems of beautiful shape (Plate II),
(d) An object which looks like a clay eenser, and

(e) A small wooden trough for dying.

Sigiriya
A small museum for objeets of archacological interest has now been opened up
at Sigiriva.

Finds from the excavations at Menikdena, conducted during the past few years
were brought to Sigiriya. Some antiquities collected from the surrounding area
are also housed here.

Yapahuwa

The first steps have been taken for constructing a building within the ramparts
at Yapahuwa for an archaeological museam.

Ambalantota

The work of re-organizing the Ambalantota museum was continued this year.
The building has now been reconditioned to suit the needs of a museum.

Heveral objects of antiquity, particularly stone objects from the neighbourhood
have been brought into the museum. A number of show cases have been turned
out.
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A colossal image of the Buddha, height 10 ft. with head, feet and arms severed,
found at the temple premises opposite the museum on the farther side of the road
was set up in the museum and conserved (Plate III). The statue now stends on
its original lotns pedestal and has all its severed fragments put togetherand is quite
impressive in its new setting, ;

The transport of this statue from the temple premises across the road and into
the museum building was quite a difficult task fraught with danger both to the statue
as well as to the workmen. This, however, has heen achieved with nothing more
than the use of primitive contrivances of haulage, which very appreciably reduced
the expenses which would otherwise have been involved. '

Tor the actual erection of the statue a chain block was used, nevertheless this
work too was difficult. The feet of the statue had severed along with the heavy
stone tennon which socketed into the lotus pedestal and the iron rods which were
used for the joining at this point had to be first fixed on to the under side of the
stumps of the legs on the torso. Holes had then to be bored on the portions of the
feet which were one with the tennon. This boring and the insertion of the ends of
the rods into the holes had to be done very carefully and with precision in order to
ensure that the conserved statue stood true to plumb,

A person who examines the statue now cannot, in fact, gauge the difficulties that
this job of conservation involved.

Polonnaruwa

The museum at Polonnaruwa is already open to the publie, but much has yet to
be done to put it on a proper footing. The building and alteration operations are
still in progress,

The garden of the museum is being well laid out. The earth rampart on which
this museum building is sited rises from a patch of marshy land through which lies
the shortest approach to the museum from the side of the Palace of Nisfankamalla.
This area has now been partly rid of its marshy nature by the construction here of
an ornamental pond with lotuses and other aquatic plants. A narrow but useful
path novw provides a passage through the marshy land.

The plans we have in mind for the museum and the very pleasant situation of the
building are bound to make this museum in the near future a show piece of the
mediaeval city.

Amparal

During the year one of the Inspectors of Works was detailed to look after the work
in the District with his office at the Amparai Museum, located in the building trans-
ferred to the department by the River Valley’s Development Board. The
archacological finds which had been handed over by the Board during the previous
vears were sorted and arranged in the new premises. At the same time a few
more finds from the area were brought in.

WORK AT THE MAJOR STATIONS
ANURADHAPURA

With the handing over of the responsibility for the ancient remains at Anuradha-
pura and Mihintale to the Anuradhapura Preservation Board the Archaeological
Department wound up most of its activities at these two centres. The majority
of the men who worked at these two places were transferred to other stations in the
course of this financial year.  Very little work was done at these two stations
the financial year under review. The work done at Anuradhapura was as follows :—

Excavations

Abhayagiri dagoba.—Excavations made for exposing the mouldings of the bottom
basal terrace of the Abhayagiri dagoba brought to light a lime plastering over this
feature. Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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Other excavations.—Some minor excavations were done at Toluvila, by way of
preparing for the conservation of the image house which once housed the famous
Toluvila Buddha Statue which is now in the Colombo Museu m.

Conservation

Abhayagiri dagoba.—The lime plaster exposed at the Abhayagiri dagoba was but
poorly preserved. This was conserved.

Ransimalaka.—At the Ransimalaka where conservation was already in hand the
conservation of the main wall was completed during the year.

King’s Palace.—Much of the conservation work of the entrance porch of the King's
palace attributed to Vijayabihu I was done by the department.

The department was makin g preparations for the conservation of the image house
at Toluwila.

All archaeological work at Anuradhapura having been handed over to the Anu-
radhapura Preservation Board the balance of the work in hand was taken over by
the Board which has secured the services of a retired Superintendent of Works of this
department and also has the Archaeological Commissioner as one of its members,

Maintenance and Other Works

In the main building of the Archaeological museum at Anuradhapura the tile
roof was badly damaged due to the fact that mon keys run about on it. The whole
roof was re-tiled fixing the tiles with cement mortar at intervals of five feet. The
roofs of the office of the Works Officer at Anuradhapura and of the store room were
also damaged for the same reasons and had to be attended to similarly.

During the year the roof of the new seulpture gallery and those of the two ins-
cription galleries were completed and the tiling done.

-
A roof was put up over two large inscribed stones set up in the Abhayagiri area.
The roof over the plastered walls of the King’s Palace on Green Path was hitherto
of cadjans. This year a semi-permanent roof with asbestos sheets was provided.

A number of sign-boards were prepared at Anuradhapura and despatched to
various archaeological sites in the island.

Repairs were effected to the departmental quarters at Anuradhapura and the
archaeological Clircuit Bungalow, Anuradhapura, was provided with gutters.

MIHINTALE

The work of maintaining the ancient remains at Mihintale is now heing attended
to by the Anuradhapura Preservation Board.

The restoration of the Mahasaya at Mihintale now handed over to the State
Engineering Corporation continues, however, to be done under the supervigion
of the Arcaheological Department. The expenses of this restoration are also being
met with departmental funds.

POLONNARUWA
Exeavation

Near North Gate—An area within the larger city of Polonnaruwa 200 ft. to the
south of the North gate and 190 to the west was systematically excavated. Here
a plot of ground 50 ft. square was broken up into 16 squares and excavations were
comducted in alternate squares. .
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This excavation was extended later on to a hundred feet in bothlength and breadth.
Nineteen pits were excavated in this extended area.

Among the finds collected here were potsherds, fragments of tiles, two iron imple-
ments shaped like sickles, two objects shaped like small spears a grinding stone
for medicinal substances and a pestle-grinder for same, a roller-grinder, a circular
polished sheet of bronze, the torso of two small clay figurines, the heads of two small
clay figurines, and two coins of the Polonnaruwa period. One of the sherds from
this site has been etched with the likeness of a trident.

All finds from this excavation were cleaned, classified and numbered.

Nayipena Vihiara.—Excavations were conducted at the so called ‘Nayipena’ Vihara
as a prelude to conservation work. The brick-work found buried after the origi-
nal excavation was completely re-exposed.

Siva dévale to the north-west of North Gate.—The walls of a Siva devale sitnated
beside the gravel road some 1 mile north-west of the north gate of the outer-wall
of the city of Polonnaruwa although excavated ecarlier had to be re-excavated
owing to the building being covered by silt. The floor of this structure was found
to consist of a layer of lime mortar which has deteriorated and tends to crumble
readily. Since it would have been damaged by the tread of feet, ete., if left,
exposed, it was covered up once more with a layer of earth.

Conservation

Rankot Vehera.—The conservation work which was in hand last year at this shrine
was continued, The work on that part of the dome which contains the mouldings -
is now completed. Above this the brick-work would be continued in ‘broken face’.
The dagoba has now been conserved to a height of 26 ft. from the level of the terrace
Malusea). The shell of the conserved brickwork is nowhere less than 2 ft., 6 inches
in thickness. The original core of the dagoba was thoroughly cleaned before the
new work was bonded to it.

In the course of this conservation the brickwork was waterproofed with a mortar
containing cement and pudlo.

During the year about 60 cubes of brickwork was done with lime mortar and
about 22 cubes with a mortar consisting of lime, cement and pudlo.

In view of the department’s new policy of rendering all new work done in the
course of conservation to be seen apart from the ancient work, engineering bricks
were used in this eonservation. A surfacearea of 1,700 square feet was involved
in the couservation.

Some remarks need be made on the ancient work on this dagoba. The ancient
brickwork on this monument has been so done as not to show out any mortar joints
and with the edges of adjacent bricks touching each other. A 1}inch thick layer of
lime concrete with fairly large sized river pebbles as part of the aggregate has been
laid horizontally over the brickwork at certain points. These layers oceur at the
upper level of each basal terrace (pesava) and at the 39th, 58th, 75th and 95th courses
of brick on the dome. It is quite probable that each layer of lime mortar spreads
across the entire cross-section of the dagoba at that point. Very probably the
lime mortar was used to level the brickwork at fairly regular intervals. A patch of
painted plaster still in position was noted at the southern side of the third pesava.
Designs of floral pattern can yet be made out on this pateh of plaster.
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Nayipena Vihara.—All decayed hricks at this Vishnu devale, mis-called Nayipena
Vihara were replaced in the brickwork where the conservation had been attended to
earlier. An unconserved portion of the brickwork was redone with engineering
bricks and left with a broken face. The re-doing of brickwork involved here was
about % cubes. A surface area of 550 sq. ft. was ‘ pointed * at this shrine.

Northern entrance of outer city wall.—The excavation of the city wall at the northern
entrance of the outer city and of an ancient lavatory was referred to at pages G 59-60
of ASCAR for 1963-64, Here the lavatory building in particular was in a very
poor state of preservation. The portion of the wall excavated and the lavatory
were conserved.

Siva devale.—The Siva devale to the north-west of the northern entrance of the outer
city wall already referred to under ‘excavation’ was taken in hand for conservation.
The work of the inner shrine is almost complete. Some work on this conservation
was left over to be done in the next financial year. At this work the ancinet brick.
work has been salvaged as far as possible and in places along with the coating of
lime plaster. As for the rest, the brickwork was redone in conformity with the
ancient work.

A threshhold stone shaped in simulation of a lotus was found at the entrance
to the cella of the main part of this shrine.

Council Chamber of Nissankamalla.—The lion-throne of king Nigdankamalla (A.D.
1187-1196) which had been brought to the Colombo museum ninety years ago was
taken back to Polonnaruwa this year. The lion weighs around 10 tons and had to be
handled with the utmost care. We are not aware whether any of the persons who
assisted the lion in its trip to Colombo in 1876 or so, are among the living now, but
we know that this journey which then took about two months was hazardous and
full of incidents. Its homeward journey this year would have obviously been less
arduous. In the present instance the lion had the advantage of the improved
methods of transport of modern times and the journey was accomplished in a day.
The Irrigation Department provided a ten-ton crane and a bull-dozer trailer to
facilitate the transport of the lion. :

The council chamber of Ni¢sankamalla, the original home of the lion, is now being
conserved. The heavy columns of this structure which were fallen for the most
part are now being sorted out, re-erected in their original places and fixed in cement,
A timber roof would soon be provided at least for part of this building.

Maintenance

Weeding was done in a surface area of about 5,700 square feet on the buildings of
the palace site of Parakramabihu 1. The roots of the plants which lay too deep for
removal were killed by the use of a weed-killer solution. Weeding and pointing
were similarly doneat Lankatilaka, Kirivehera, Tivanka-pilimagé, Satmahal prasida,
Thiparima, and Pabulu vehera.

The decaying of bricks on walls of ancient buildings due to the action of an
insect has of recent years given us a new problem. We have not been able so far to
arrest this damage. The one only remedy lay in the removal of the damaged bricks
and replacing them with new ones,

This year the decayed bricks were so dealt with on the shrines of the Lankatilaka,
the Tivanka-pilmagé and the Satmahal-prasida.

The fences all round the reserves at Polonnaruwa were repaired. All reserves
were properly maintained and the roads and foot paths kept in good repair.
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YAPAHUWA
Excavation

Ornamental gateway —Excavations prior to conservation were conducted at the
eastern retaining wall of the third flight of steps of the ornamental gateway at
Yapahuwa. This wall rises in three terraces to a height of about 30 ft. and has a
length of over 100 ft. Work was commenced at the lowest terrace. At the time
of excavation, large sections of the wall had either collapsed or were on the verge
of collapse. The wall here as well ag elsewhere in this structure is on the steep
face of the cliff. There hardly is any room for the workmen and it was a real problem
to find space for the disposal of the dismantled stones. Parts of the wall had
collapsed or were on the verge of collapse. The stones of the wall were numbered,
marked on drawings, photographed and dismantled in sections.

About 194 cubes of earth were removed in the course of exposing the stones of
retaining walls of the first and second terraces of the first flight of the ornamental

gateway.

Inner rampart.—At the base of the inner rampart wall of the city, excavations
were done for the purpose of exposing the stone work. These excavations extended
from near the eastern gate towards the south to a distance of about 150
. The breadth of the ground excavated here was roughly 4 ft. and the depth
about 6 ft. This involved the removal of about 82 cubes of earth. The stones here
fo0 were, numbered, recorded on drawings and photographed before the dismant-
ling of the stones. No pains have been spared to save as much of the wall in its
original state keeping the ancient plaster joints intact as far as possible. Much of
the stones from this wall are missing having been very probably used on the retaining
wall in front of the later-day shrine room.

Conservation

Orpamental Gateway.—The conservation of the retaining wall at the lowest terrace
of the third flight of steps has been taken in hand. So far the stones on a section
of the wall measuring 33 ft. long 1} ft. broad and 8 ft. high have heen re-assembled.
The materials required for the work had to be carried on the head from the bottom

of the cliff,

In the first flight of steps the stones on the retaining wall on the first terrace
were re-assembled in a section meaguring 40 ft. in length, 13 ft. in breadth and 7 ft.
in height. The wall conserved this year on the 2nd terrace of the same flight of
steps measures 52 ft. in length, 14 ft. in breadth and 53 ft in height. The stones
used on this section had sometimes to be carried over a distance of more than 25 ft.
in the difficult terrain and the work wag arduons and slower than would otherwise

have been.

The conservation of the city wall would be hampered by the fact that the stones
belonging to it have been utilized elsewhere. The missing stones will perhaps have
to be replaced with bricks. After the city wall is completed the ancient moat would
be excavated and revived in its pristine state.

Maintenance and other works

On the outer rampart wall weeding was done from near the east gate to the
South gate in an area of 665 ft. X 5 ft. The brickwork in this area was pointed

after the weeding.
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SIGIRIYA

Conservation

Ponds in Pleasure Garden.—A fow yards from the ancient entrance into the citadel
is a rectangular area girt by four artificial ponds. Thef our ponds together wonld
have been a rectangular moat but for the interruption at the middle of each of the
sides of the island, owing to which the ponds are * L ’ shaped. The longer sides are
about double the length of the shorter sides and at least in one instance is decper in
comparison. The four lakes together are hounded on the farther side by a wall
which too have openings at the points where the lakes end. In its original state this
site would doubtless have been one of great charm.

These ponds were excavated as far back as 1954 and only one pond that on the
north-west was then conserved. The fact that the conservation was thus far delayed
owing to other commitments has led to the brickwork being further damaged. Hence,
another pond in the complex, that at the south-west corner, was taken in hand this
year, and the conservation of the shorter arm completed. The manner in which a
natural islet of rocks has been blended with superb scenic effect into the shorter arm
of this pond is an object lesson in architecture (Plate IV and Plan 1). Instances
are not wanting in modern times of people destroying the natural charm of a lands-
cape in order to fit it into the procrustean bed of a pre-conceived plan. In both
ponds so far conserved the brick-wall which girts it on the farther side is provided
with an opening which has a corbelled arch at top. A flight of steps leads from
inside the brickwork and into the water. These ponds would probably have been
used for bathing and the passage may have served the bathers to enter the pond in
their bathing outfit from a changing room behind the wall. It is too early to hazard
a guess as to the actual import of these more or less hidden entrances, but it is quite
possible that they served a pleasure.loving king to spring a gurprise on youthful
women bathers. This possibility gains support from the fact that several flights of
steps are loeated on the brickwork all round the lakes which were tho more
obvious entrances and exits for the bathers. There are references in literature to
kings bathing in the company of a bevy of girls.

The conservation work consisted mainly of re-exposing the excavated walls of the
pond, and having the fallen bricks put back in position. The mouldings were restored
as far as their bricks could be retrieved, but where the mouldings were not clear the
walls have been rendered with a ‘ broken-face . All parts of the wall found intact
have been strengthened by ‘ pointing * but retained without alteration. Where new
brickwork had to be done the modern engineering brick was nsed instead of the
ancient bricks to indicate the new work. Nevertheless, the new bricks were used
only as ‘ stretehers * in order not to upset too much the pattern of the ancient brick-
work.

Outer Mcat and Western Entrance.—The work of the western entrance across the
outer moat was completed. The conservation work here was begun in 1962 and the
progress is shown in the Administration Reports of the department (4S¢ AR 1961-62,
page G 63 ; 1962-63 page G 55 and plan 11, 1963-64 page G 72, plates IX, X and
plan 2 ; and 196465 page G 77). The stone retaining walls on either side of the
roadway constructed in the wave-breaker batter Rilapandwa well known from walls
which have to cope with constant ripples of water, have now heen conserved.

When the road here was only 34 fect wide it had 3 drains, of which one has been
closed up at the time the width of road wasincreased to 76 ft. (Vide ASCAR 1962-63
page G 55-56). The size of the drains in cross-section diminishes from the side of
the south moat to that of the north moat which fact indicates that the water tlowed
from the south to the north. This is naturally the direction in which the water would
have flowed if, as was obviously the case, the moats were fed from the irrigation re.
servoir to the south-east of the south moat. Apart from the wave-breaker retain ing
walls either side of the roadway, the sides of the outer moat are constructed in con-
solidated earth and turfed as had been done in ancient times.
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Lien’s Plateau.—A section of the stone retaining wall (height 15 feet, length 34 feet)
on the east of the lion’s plateau collapsed during heavy rains, and a wall of rubble
was built at the place as a temporary measure to prevent further damage. Another
portion of the same wallhas been rebuilt in mass concrete in theearly days of archaeo-
logical activity in Ceylon. 1t is hoped to make good the recent damage early but,
for this purpose, the boulders from the original work which have hurled themselves
to the chasm below will have to be taken up laboriously. The portion of wall done
in concrete too will have to be re-done in order to bring back the wall to its pristine
state.

The Approach to the Rock.—The flight of steps that led up from the old car park was
one constructed by the department about seven decades ago. This in spite of its
prominence in the landscape of Sigiriya was not part of the ancient scheme of building
at the site. It, moreover, gave a wrong picture to the visitor who normally does
not have the time to probe beyond appearances. We have in recent years been
tracing and excavating the ancient approach to the rock. The conservation of this
approach has now been taken in hand.

Across the path of the now dismantled modern flight of steps a retaining wall of
stone measuring 36 x 3 ft. x T3 ft. was constructed. For this work large
blocks of stone had to be carried about fifty feet up the hill slope by men. E

Maintenance and other work.—The work on the museum building at Sigiriya was
concluded this year.

A new car park has been provided near the point where the original road crosses
the moat.

The reserves at Sigiriva were properly maintained during the year. Name-hoards
have been newly painted.

The wing-walls of the hume-pipe culvert on the new road leading from near the
Mahanigapabbata Vihira to the rock of Sigiriya, have been constructed. About
50 cubes of earth have been filled in on the road at this culvert.

Tour doors and doorframes were turned out at Sigiriya for the museum building
at Polonnaruwa.

DEDIGAMA
Conservation

Sitighara-cetiya.—About 65 cubes of debris from the western sector of the Shtighara
cetiva were removed as a prelude to conservation.

The conservation of the larger dagoba was re-commenced at a point 35 feet to the
south of the centre of the smaller dagoba (Vide plan VII of ASCAR for 1962-63 for
the position of the smaller dagoba in relation to the larger). The area conserved
measures more than 270 feet along the third basal terrace (pesiva) of the larger dagoba
and ranges between 32 to 34 feet in height. Around four hundred cubes of brickwork
was involved in this work.

PANDUWAS NUWARA
Conservation

< Dalada maligava.'—The so-called Dalada-miligiva (Temple-of-the-Tooth) at
Panduwas Nuwarais a protected monument within the premises of the modern temple
at Panduwas Nuwara. This is a rectangular building with a heavily moulded high
stone plinth, stone pillars and a flight of steps.  The pillars were, all of them, either
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fallen or thrown out of plumb and the stones of the plinth were for the most part
found fallen on the ground beside the building. About half the building has now
been conserved.

The fallen pillars were placed erect on slabs of stone, as had been done originally,
and fixed with earth and rubble. Those pillars which were still standing though
askew, were corrected to plumb and fixed similarly. The plinth slabs found more or
less in sits were numbered and removed before being fixed in position, along with
the fallen ones in cement martar on a rubble backing.

From the excavations preparatory to conserving this site, ancient tiles, picces of
potsherds, sculptured bricks, tiles with figures of lions fragments of ancient plaster
and of clay lamps have been recovered,

City Wall.—The city wall at Panduwas Nuwara is built in a technigue more suited to
stonework than to brickwork and consists of inner and outer brickwork with an infil
of clayey earth. The overall width ofthe wall is 5 feet including the plaster rendering
on the outer face of the wall. Due to the fact that the upper part of the wall is
exposed to the elements, the earth infil gets saturated with rain water. As a result
of this the brickwork has been leaning more and more out of plumb each succeeding
rainy season. Somcthing therefore had to be done without much delay to save the
wall from collapse. The top of the wall was therefore water-proofed adding at an
average of three to four courses of brickwork in cement mortar having an admixture
of pudlo in it. The newly added tiers of engineering bricks were laid in courses of
broken faced stretchers with each succeeding tier narrowing in breadth. The present
additional tiers thus seal off the top of the wall, hold its two halves together and do
not allow any water to collect over its breadth. The reasons for the use of modern
bricks in stretcher courses here too was to preserve the general pattern of the ancient
work. A length of approximately 400 feet of the wall was treated in this manner
during the year.

Building South-West of Palace.—A building excavated in 1963-64 is situated
south-west of the palace at Panduwas Nuwara. This building begins at a
level lower than that of the buildings already conserved, and hence its bricks were
much mouldered. Two later-day structures probably of different dates reared on
parts of the foundation of this building added to the difficulties of conservin git. The
three phases of work at the same structure found here however provide an interesting
study. The mouldings of the brickwork have been faithfully conserved where
evidence for their shape, etc.. was available, but where such evidence was not forth.-
coming the brickwork has been rendered in * broken-face °.

From this site have been recovered ancient tiles, sculptured, bricks and potsherds
(Plan 2).

Dagoba at Kotampitiya—The dagoba at Kotampitiya has been referred to in ASC 4R
for 1964-65. The conservation of this dagoba was taken in hand and nearly two
third of the work is complete. ~ The brick platform and the flight of steps too remain
to be done. It is proposed to leave untouched a segment of about t of its circum-
ference. This would be useful for the comparison of the ruined and conserved states
of the dagoba. It may also provide scope for some future student who wishes to
conduct investigations, particularly since this is a dagoba of very modest proportions
and is so easily accessible. The situation of the dagoba and the sides in which the
conservation of the dagoba has been effected are such that this partial conservation
does not in anyway have a jarring effect on the scene. The portions of plaster which
were found more of less in position in certain instances were put back in their original
positions along with the chunks of brick which contained them and in all cases con.
solidated and strengthened at the edges. Much of the dagoba was in a very dilapi-
dated condition for the most part due to the activities of the treasure hunters and
therefore a fair amount of the brickwork had to be re-done. The portion left un-
touched was the least disturly;'é}{@@ggyoﬂgbﬁmpmdation_
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Here too the new brickwork was done with modern engineering bricks used in
stretcher courses.

Maintenance and other works

The reservation near the modern temple at Panduwas Nuwara, the so-called Biso-
kotuva was newly fenced in.

The ceiling of the circuit bungalow, Panduwas Nuwara, was re-done and a room
in it set apart for the display of finds, was furnished with racks. A tank for water
was built inside the bungalow and the front of the bungalow compound was turfed
to minimize the heat.

An iron gate was fixed at the entrance to the area of the dagoba at Kandegedara
and another at that of the dagoba at Kotampitiya junction.

The roads and foot paths in the reserves were maintained and the name-boards
were re-painted.

The work of constructing the Overseers’ quarters is apace and the doors and
windows were being fitted to it at the end of the financial year. A well has been
dug for the Overseers’ quarters which is now being built. A sewage pit has been
built for a lavatory to the same quarters and a porcelain seat furnished.

VELGAM VEHERA (Periyakulam)
Conservation

The Shrine-rom.—The conservation of the shrine room at Velgamvehera excavated
in 1953 (vide ASCAR for 1953 pp. G9-12) was being put off due to pressure of
urgent work elsewhere. This postponement could not be continued any further
gince the exposed structure started showing signs of going into decay irreparably.
The work of conserving the excavated ruins here was taken in hand and the main
inner shrine was completed, except for the work on the outer wall and on the paving.
The two subsidiary shrines on either side of the entrance also remain to be done.

The walls of the inner shrine have been thickened by later construction and the
outer layer of brickwork here tends to separate itself from the inner construetion.
As is proved by an inscription at the site this monument is a Buddhist Temple of
the Tamils built by the Chola emperor, Raja-raja I (vide ASCAR 1953). The
mouldings of the monument which are now much weather-worn bear the unmis-
takable stamp of Chola work. The original mouldings have become much weathered
and the conservation involved a good deal of study as regards the shape of the
original mouldings. :

Dagoba.—Reference to the conservation work on the dagoba at Velgam Vehera
was made in the Annual Report of the department for 1962-63.

This work was completed to a height of 7 ft. end only a small portion of the top
of the dagoba has been left undone owing to the shortage of bricks. This does not,
however, detract much from the conservation.

As has been stated in ASC AR for 196263 there iz a small dagoba of earlier times,
enclosed in the larger one. The conservation has been so done as to expose part
of the inner dagoba. The conservation of the platform of the dagoba is complete
and its paving slabs which had settled are being relaid to correct level. - :
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TIRIYAT

Conservation

Pilimagé.—The conservation work on the pilimagé beside the circular dagoba-
house (vafadige) at Tiriyai was completed. :

A Buddha statue lies prone on the ground to the left of the valaddge. The statue
has a small hole at the neck indicating how the head was fixed on to it. During
the year a small fragment of gold chain and a pearl were found in this hole. This
is not a usual place for the deposition of votive objects, and it is very likely that
they have been put in at a late date after the statue had fallen, by some zealous
devotee. i

Maintenance and Other Works

New quarters were put up during the year to serve as the living guarters of the
officer in charge at this station,

The trees which were fallen in many parts of the reserve as a result of the eyclone
of 1964 were cut and removed and the paths in the reserve were kept clean.

PADAVIYA
Conservation

i

Siva-dévalé—The conservation of the Siva-devale at Padaviya was taken in hand
during the year. The ancient brickwork was retained as far as possible without
dismantling and resetting. The stones on this structure were numbered and dismantled,
except where they were embedded in the brickwork, after which a strong cement
concrete foundation was set up. The stones of the walls will now be re-assembled.

The roots of a large ebony tree (Diospyros ebenwm) gripped the stones of this
structure. Ebony being one of the hardest timbers of Ceylon, if not the hardest, the
roots could not be removed in the normal method of felling the tree, because the
stones too would have been damaged in the process, The disengagement of the
stones from the roots of the tree therefore proved to be slow and laborious work.

In the course of the excavation a fragmentary clay lamp came to light. This
had been designed to take two wicks. During the dismantling of the stones of the
Siva-devale a fragmentary brick with a four-handed female figurine, probably a
goddess, was picked up. This brick in its present fragmentary state is 7 inches in
length and 5 inches in breadth. A search is being made for the missing part of this
brick. Among the debris was also found a piece of iron about 11 inches long and
having four groves round its girth. This may be the pommel of a dagger.

A serious problem which confronted us in the work of conserving this devale was
the fact that the structure was originally done in stone and later continued in brick.
Thus where the stone moulding was continued in the brickwork these had to be made
to coincide despite the different levels of settling.  (Plates V and VI show interior
and exterior views of the conserved Siva-devaile).

Maintenance and Other Works

The work on the Circuit Bungalow and the quarters for the officer in charge already
i hand at the commencement of the financial year was continued this year but
owing to various difficulties has been once more suspended.
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MENIKDENA
Excavation

Pillared Structure.—A building measuring 90. ft. x60 ft. at Menikdena containing
masgive stone pillars 24 ft. square in cross-section and standing 13 ft. over ground
level, was excavated during the financial year. The 48 pillars of this structure are
arranged in 6 rows of 8. The building commences from a point below the present
ground level. A trench 4 ft. deep and 10 ft. wide was excavated to bring out the
features of the building. Apart from this the inside of the building was cleared in
its entire length and all but 13 ft. of its breadth (Plan 3).

These excavationg brought to light the north entrance of the building. Seven
stone steps each 84 ft. in length were exposed during the period under review, ach
of the pillars of the building stands on a stone base and is held in place by a brick-
work roughly 4 ft. square standing to a height of 2} ft.

At the present state of the excavations we are unable to say what other entrances
there are to this building.

Conservation

Dagoba.—Reference wag made in ASCAR for 1964-65 at pages G70 and 71 to
the excavation conducted at the dagoba at Menikdena.

During the year nearly 2/3 of the conservation of this dagoba was completed.
Ag much as possible of the ancient brickwork of the dagoba was preserved intact.
The portions so preserved were all water-proofed.

The platform (maluva) of the dagoba has been enlarged sinee its first construction
so that it shows two phases of work. When the conservation of the maluva is to
be undertaken it would be so done as to expose to view a section of the earlier
construction.

Maintenance and Other Works

About an acre of land all round the ancient remains were cleared of the jungle.
The road leading to the ancient structures and the foot paths in the reserve were
maintained during the year.

GURUDENTYA
Conservation

The ancient remains at Gurudeniya have been referred to in ASCAR 196364,
pp- G 66-68 and G74 ; and ASCAR 1964-65 p. G 79.

We have already drawn attention to the fact that Brahmi characters on bricks
recovered from this site are of the oldest tvpe known in Ceylon. 'We have however,
ventured to assign the remains here to the 1st century A. D. a date somewhat later
than is warranted by the palaecographical evidence.

In our description of the site at pp. G 66-68 of ASCAR 1963-64 we referred to
the piece of an octagonal pillar found at the top of the mound. This year we have
(raced the upper part of this pillar which had hurled itself some 250 feet or so into
¢he valley below. Now we can be certain that this was a yipa pillar and that the
gtructure which once stood on the summit of the rock was a dagoba.  Yet, it is
strange why no vestiges, other than the yiipa pillar survives at the summit to indicate
the existence, at one time, of a dagoba. The bricks usually found from a dagoba
gite have one of the sides curvilinear near but no such bricks have been found at this
gite. To add to the riddle of the site we have now discovered two short lengths of
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walls at two higher levels of the mound. These walls are neither parallel nor at
right angles to the walls we have referred to in our earlier reports cited above.
These newly found lengths of walls are more or less at an angle of 45° to the walls
earlier noticed. These lengths of walls were left as they were found, except for the
fact that their joints were strengthened by pointing,

At the present state of our knowledge we think that a dagoba once stood on the
mound atop the two terraces the smaller of which rose over the othor, It is, however,
probable that at a later day the dagoba yielded place to some other structure the
exact nature of which cannot now he determined.

ARANKELRX
Conservation

Meditation Path.—The ancient site of Arankele (Map ref. 1 9/28) situated in
Tittaweligandahe Korale of Hiriyale Hatpattu is an archaeological resarve.  With
a view to the consorvation of one of the meditation paths at this monastery the
stones in same have been numbered and dismantled. The work of conservation,
howover has been put off for some time.

YAHANGALA
Conservation

Dagoba.—Within one and the same rectangular platforin onthe rock of Yahangala
(Map ref. P 13/43) in Magam Pattu of Hambantota District have been two dagobas
of which only onec now has sufficient of it to determine the shape. The dome of
this dagoba does not rise at right angles from the basal terraces, but instead has a
convex curvattire in vertical cross-section (Pian 4). This shape which is usually found
in the Southern part of the couniry may be that whieh is referred ‘o in literature
as the pot-shape (yhe/"07r2), The base of this dagzoba was eleared of the deébris in
preparation for conservation, and in the course of this work it was soen +hat there
were at least three phases of work at this dagoba. The conservation would therefore
be so undertaken as to snow out the work in all the phases. The bricks on the basal
terraces have patterns etched on them. Some of the ancient plaster is also preserved.

It is evident that there were other structures on the rock before the construction
of the dagoba, because a moonstone, probably of brick and stucco, with much
of its plaster intact is found immediately beside the dagoba on the rock. The fact
that this moonstone faces the wrong way about indicates that it cannot by any means
be taken as belonging to the dagoba.

At Badagiriya in the neighbourhood are also two dagobas on one and the same
rectangular terrace. It is possible that these two dagobas turn out to be of the same
shape when celared of the dehris.

WORK AT PROTECTED MONUMENTS
RUNU MAHAVIHARA
Excavation
image house. —The location and some partioulars of the remains at Runu
mahavihara, presently known as Magul-mahavihara in the Batticaloa District were
given in ASCAR for 196465, p. (3 73,
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The investigations conducted at the site during the year under review show that
the remains of the house of the bodhi-tree (bodhi-ghara) misnamed the nuptial dais
(snagul-poruva) of an image-house (patimdghara) of a chapter house (uposathaghara)
and of a stupa stand on one and the same block of land girt by a prakara-wall. Oat-
side at a short distance are the remains of a vafadige or an asanaghara.

The image-house in the complex was excavated during the year.

Conservation

Bodhi-ghara.—The stones of the retaining walls of the bodhi-ghara begin with an
ovolo, over which is a facia. At the upper end is a frieze of lions sculptured in high
relief. These were all marked and dismantled for the conservation. By the end
of the year nearly two thirds of the walls of the bodhighara was conserved, the stone
being reassembled on a cement concrete foundation and with a rubble masonry
backing,

EMBEKEKA

Conservation

Dévale.—The Drummer’s hall of the Embekka devale was conserved in 1948.
ASCAR 1948 gives the location of the monument anda description of the work then
done.

The conservation of the roofs of the sanctum (garbhagrha) and of the drummer’s
hall (dig-gé¢) was undertaken this year. A temporary roof thatched with cadjans
was built over the area in which the roof was to be dismantled. The roof of the
sanctum was then dismantled. The difficulties of the work, the extent of damage
and the dimensions of material employed were really known only after theremoval
of the roof. The upper storey over theinner-sanetum here, is a false storey without
a floor and with its four walls rising on four timber beams. The timber used on the
roof were of exceptional size, some of the beams being as much as 60 feet long.

The work on the upper roof was taken in hand first, and every decayed piece of
timber was replaced with a new one identically carved. Nearly75 per. cent of the
rafters and the entirety of the laths were replaced. Broken tiles too were replaced
with new ones of the same type and the brass pinnacle was repaired and set in position.

When the work of the lower roof was undertaken it was noticed that this part of
the roof had been repaired in recent times and that the original design of the roof
had been modified, covering the ancient plinth with mortar in the process. The
hidden plinth was once more exposed and the roof was corrected to what it would
have been. This work too has now been concluded.

The timber is being got ready for the work of the roof of the dig-ge, to be done in
the next financial year.

The parapet wall of the devale which has been repaired from time to time, was
partly re-done and the work is continuing.

LANKATILAKA (Kandy District)

Vihaikada.—Mention was made in ASCAR for 1960-61 of the work done by the
department at the Lankatilaka-Vihara in Udunuwara of Kandy District.

The entrance porch Vahalkada of this monument had collapsed in 1960 and the
restoration of same was undertaken by the Department this year. The vihalkada
as originally designed didnot prowide for the passage of an elepbant throught it,
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and the desirability of its being made sufficient for the relic-casket-bearing perahera
elephant to go through, was brought to our notice by the most Venerable Maha
Nayaka Thero of Malwatta. This necessitated some modification of the original
design. Sufficient clearence for the elephant was provided heneath the vahalkada
withouf seriously affecting its architectural pattern. This was achieved by raizing
the side plinths of the vihalkada and lowering the centre path. The plinths and
the ancient stone columns have now been set in position and nearl ¥ three fourths of
the carved timber work faithfully representing the originals have been done. The
timber work would be completed and the roof tiled in the next financial vear (Plan 5.

RATNAPURA
Conservation

Saman Dévale.—The work alrcady done at this shrine by the department was
indicated at page G 79 of ASCAR for 1964-65.

The main entrance porch (Vahalkada) of this devale had collapsed some Vears ago
due for the most part to the presence in very close proximity to it of a Bo-tree, (not
the main ho-tree at the site). The roots of this tree have been thrusting out the
bricks of the poreh while its overhanging branches have directed the rain water
(which falls in the locality in abundance) to the brick-in-clay-mortar wall of the
structure. The roof of the entrance porch which protected the walls from the rains
had thus been rendered ineffective. In these circumstances the new vahalkada
designed for the shirne was shifted to 15 feet away from its original position. The
character of the ancient work was however reproduced in every detail,

The main bo-tree was also provided with a tiled prakdra which conforms with the
character of the work of the vahalkada. The expenses for the material ngsed for this
work have been borne by the Basnayake nilame of the shrine as approved by the
Public Trustee.

KATARAGAMA
Conservation

Kirivehera.—The work done so far at the Kirivehera in Kataragama has been
described in AS8CAR for 1960, for 1962-63 and for 1964-65,

As has already been stated the work at this shrine is being done by a Restoration
Society and the work ismore in the nature of a restoration than that of a conservation.
The department however has been able to take certain measures which would clearly
indicate to the student the various phases of work done here in ancient time. The
society continues the work under the guidance of the Archaeological Department.

The third enshrinement of votive objects, that at the cireular member below he
spire (devatd kotuva) was made by the Ven’ble Ganegama Indasara Nayake Thero of
Tissamaharama Temple on 1st September, 1966, amidst a gathering of over 8000
devotees. A brass pinnacle to crown the dagoba on completion of the work has
been donated by the employees of the Lake House Establishments and is already at

the site.

At the dagoba three terraces (maluva) and the traces of the retaining walls of the
upper two have been noticed. The lowest maluva in most instances is a nominal
madura without a retaining wall. In the present instance the Department’s advice
to the Restoration Society was to revive the retaining walls of the two upper
terraces. The Society however was anxious to have a retaining wall for the lowest
maluva too and the Department has allowed it rather reluctantly.
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HINDAGALA

Conservation

Vihdra.—As stated at page G 74 of ASCAR 1963-64 the recently constructed roof
of this shrine was incompatible with the character of the building, and hence a roof
suitable for a structure of the Kandyan period had to be conjectured. The shape
of the rock at this site set certain limitations on the construction of the roof, but a
satisfactory roof has now been given to the structure. The entire timber work of
the roof, barring a few of the rafters was fixed during the period under review.

GALMADUWA

Censervation

Vihara.—The work done by the department at the Galmaduwa Vihara has been
referred to in ASCAR 1963—64, p. G 73 and 1964-65, p. G 78.

During the year the work on the roof of the vihara was continued and now the
roof has been fixed on three sides. The work on the fourth side too would have been
completed but for the delay in the supply of the timber which the Ven'ble Viharadhi-
pati had undertaken.

The cella (garbhagrha) of this vihara was replastered where necessary, waterproofed
and white washed.

The Ven’ble Viharadhipati has placed a large brass pinnacle at the top of the
monument, and smaller ones on top of each of the dagoba like structures at the

various tiers of the grabhagtha. This detracts much from the ancient charaeter of
the monument but has been allowed in view of the enthusiasm of the Viharadhipati.

MEENVILLU
Conservation
Somavati dagoba.—The situation of the shrine popularly known by this name, the

arrangements for the work, the excavation work done and other matters were dealt
with 4SOAR for 196364, pages G69-70 and for 196465, p. G 69.

Restoration of the shrine was formally inaugurated on 1.8.66 by the Hon’ble the
Prime Minister.

Coonservation plans for this shrine, prepared by the Archaeological Department
have been handed to the Somavati Restoration Society which is getting the work
done under the advice and guidance of the Department.

In order that visitors to the shrine may get a clear idea of the earlier dagoba here,
provision has been made to expose about 1/16th of the circumference of the dagoba
from maluva level up to the square feature of the dagoba (hatariis kotwwa).

DIGHAVAPI

Exeavation

Dagoba.— The work done at this shrine under the control of the department, the
arrangements for the work and other relevant matters have been dealt with in 4SCAR
for 1963-64, and for 1964-65.

The excavations for exposing the dagoba continued during the year but not
quite in the manner that the Department wished it done.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



« C 84 CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS, 1965-66 | Pary IV—HEpucarion,

It is necessary that at least } of the circumference of the dagoba be excavated for
the preparation of the restoration plans, and this amount of excavations have not
yet been completed.

Some attempts have been made to ‘point’ and save the patches of exposed plaster,
but these attempis have not been very successful.

BOTALE
Conservation

Bo-maluva.—An ancient bo-tree is found at Bo-tale in Udugaha Pattu of Hapitigam
Korale. The place name Bo-tale itself owes its origin probably to this bo-tree.
A new bo-maluva was constructed at the ancient bo-tree providing more room for the
roots of the tree. The foundation stone for this work was laid by the Hon’ble the
Prime Minister on 25.5.66.

The branches of this ancient bo-tree were tending to decay and the tree was treated
by a botanist of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Peradeniya.

BELIGALA
Conservation

Bodhi-prakira.—The retaining wall (bodhi-g rikira) of the bo-tree at Beligala, in
Otara pattuva of Beligal Korale, made of stone masonry profusely moulded, was
found much upset by the action of the roots of the Bo-trees so that the department
undertook to conserve the prakdra. In order to give more space for the roots of the
tree to run, it was decided to shift forward the side in which the stones were most
disturbed. When with this purpose in view the stones were being systematically
dismantled, pillars and pillar capitals came to light and were retrieved from the debris.
What was left he.e as a_bodhi-prakdra may, in reality, be the remains of an ancient
bodhi-ghara.  The small bo-tree in the centre of the second terrace is traditionally
taken to be the original trec that was planted here.

Large bo-trees now grow on the terraces encircling the small tree, and roots from
these have spread out on all directions displacing structural members of the platform,
Our intention was to conserve what was left of the old structure, and reconstruct
the platform enlarging it to accommodate the newly grown bo-trees.

The conservation of what may have been the first retaining wall of the bodhi-ghara
was taken in hand during the year. The dismantled stones were placed in position
with a rubble masonry backing. Due to the extension of the enclosed space on one
side, the structures on either side of the shifted wall had to be given an extra length,
These portions of the walls were constructed by imitating the stones in cement
plaster. The ‘imitation ’ areas in the various tiers were staggered so that all
imitation stones may not come together.

DANAKIRIGALA

Conservation

v

Viharagé.—The vihiragé (image-house) at Danakirigala in Egodapota pattu of
Galboda and Kinigoda Korale is for the most part excavated into the rock and contains
frescoes and sculptures. The roof of the verandah was in a bad state of disrepair
and repairs were effected to same. The roof had been re-done in recent times with
inferior timber and second rate workmanship. The details of the ancient carvings
of woodwork on the roof were not fully available. Due to this and to the lack of

u fficient funds no efforts were made to copy. the details of the carving.
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Bo-maluva.—The ancient bo-tree at the site is no more but the terrace of the
bo-tree (bo-maluva) is found within ten yards of the shrine room referred to above.
The sides of the terrace are built of stone and these stones were found disrupted
prohably by the action of the roots of the bo-tree. The stones were dismantled and
re-set in position with masonry backing.

KANTARODAIL
Excavations

The most important excavations of the year werc conducted at Kantarodai in
Jaffna Peninsula. This site came within the ken of the public eye for the first time
in 1916 when Dr. Paul E. Peiris (later Sir Paul) then District Judge of Jaffna, did some
investigations at the site. The circumstances in which Sir Paul hit on this site, the
work he did there, and other relevant information are given in his papers “Nagadipa
and Buddhist remains in Jaffna” published in two parts in the Journal of the Royal
Asiatic Society, Ceylon Branch (Vol. XXVI, No. 70, 1917, pp 1-47 and plates 1-VII ;
Vol. XXVIII, No. 72, 1919, pp. 40-47 and plates VIII-XVTI).

This is probably the site referred to as Kadurugoda vihara in the Nam Pota.

A block of land on either side of the Uduvil- Kantharodai road 3 acres 33.8 perches
in extent, was declared an archaeological reserve. Hyen at the time of this declaration
we were aware of the fact that the area so declared was but a fraction of the land
which wag built upon in ancient times.

Systematic excavations were conducted this year at the site.

In the reserve itself, to the west of the Uduvil-Kantarodai road was a mound
made up of the earth removed from Sir Peiris’ excavation. A trial pit dug on this
mound yielded a collection of a variety of potsherds which had been mixed with the
earth. There were also some sea-shells, brick-bats and coral-slabs. The excavator
of half a century ago was not concerned about such finds as these. The means at
his disposal were limited. He was therefore bent on recovering large and important
finds such as Buddha statues and finials of dagobas.

The land at the north-eastern end of the reserve where hardly any palmyrah or
coconut trees grew was very undulating. At the very north-eastern end of the
land a fragment of a railing of the Sanchi type was found on surface. Other pieces
of seulpture, much wasted, were also found in this area. There was a number of
spur-stones lying on the uneven portion of the land.

For the purpose of the excavations proper, which was commenced on 24th
April, 1966, the land was divided into a grid of 100 ten-foot squares and selected
squares were carefully excavated. During the year forty two squares in the grid
were excavated (Plate VII).

One of the first things which struck us at the early stages of the excavation was the
unique character of the site in that it contained the limestone foundation of a number
of small stupas (Plate VII1). These stupas range in diameter from about 8§ t. to
about 12 fi. and were very probably votive stupas. Twelve such stupas have so
far come tolight. A st#pa of diameter about 231 ft. of which the foundations remain
at the site, however, appears to have been a stupa meant for worship. These
stupas were found at depths ranging from 25 ft. to 4 ft. below surface.

A layer of plaster which obviously is from the floor of a building, occurring above
the level of the stupa foundations was met with in some of the excavation pits, In
some pits two such floor-pavings were found one above the other. '
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Two circular monolithic stone ecisterns are found near wells at this site.

Among the finds were the following :
1.

2,
3.
4

o]

-

o

© @ -

10.

.

11.
12.
13.
14.

Four lime-stone bases of finials (chatraavli) of dagobas.
Three circular stone reliquaries without lids.

Piece of stone in the shape of a flower-bud.

Miniature chatrdval in light green glass measuring 2 inches in length and 1

inch in diameter at base,
Alabaster statuette of a dwarf 3” in height 2'6” at waist.
Fragments of railings, Sanchi type.
Fragments of stone pillars,
Guardstone with full-pot (parnaghata) motif.
Sacred-feet (siripatul) stone.
Potsherds.
Pieces of tiles.
Metal fragments, copper and iron nails,
Sea shells and chanks,

More than 16,000 beads in a variety of materials, colour and shapes.

The coins recovered from the site during the financial year were as follows :

=

=1

10.

11.

12,

The stones used for the buildin
A variety of limestone found in the locality has also

Punch-marked eldling copper, silver coated G

Punch-marked eldling silver with two holes along one edge 2

Stamped lakshmi plaque comparatively small eut out of a sheet bent
over at upper end, sharp edges, figure of goddess, lower ends of lotus
stalk faintly seen, Reverse indistinet i

Fragment of unidentified coin o w iy

Late South Indian circular coin, elephant standing 1. with spiral shaped
symbol at top lefl. Legend on reverse oo s

Rectangular bull type, Bull standing r. within rectangular frame. Bead
lines along frame on outer side at top and right hand side i

Reverse : Within double rectangular frame enclosing dots, probably a
circle with three dots inside

Fragmentary round copper coin probably Roman. Both faces indistinct

Maneless lion type, fragmentary, with lion standing 1. within ecircular
frame s o i i

Reverse : Four dots within circle.

Maneless lion type with lion standing 1. within cireular frame

Reverse : Four dots within circle.

Laleshmi plaque, stamped, eut from sheet, two holes at top

Reverse : Railed swastika revolving

Manless lion type with lion standing 1. circular frame

Reverse : Dots within circle.

Rahasamalla coin

Weight

2:5177
2:3892

1-025%

8359

2:-670

2.8882

1.1901

0-7811

2.1885

2-6182

1L.0670

4,0057

grm,
grm,

grm,
grm.

grm.

grm.

grm.

grm,

grm.

grm.,

grm,

grm.,

gs and the sculpture, are for the most part coral.
been used. The sea is at present

about six miles away from this site, but the site had been in the sea-bed, many

thousands of years ago as can be inferred from the

sea-sand which is found some

four feet or so under present surface level. It is quite possible that coral stone
formed at the site in ancient times were available to the builders of Kantarodai.

The excavations are being continued.,
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UCCAVALIKA VIHARA, BOLANA
Excavations

Pillared structure.—Mention was made in 4SCAR for 196465, pp. G 73-T4, of the
work done at an ancient dagoba at this site. Excavations were done in the year
under review at a pillared site in the midst of a field in the neighbourhood of the
dagoba.

~ Before the excavations the area was covered under serub-jungle and only some
rough cut pillars showed above ground level. Excavations revealed a rectangular
structure 43 ft. 26 ft., of which about 4} ft. was buried in the debris. On the north
of the main structure was revealed an outer room measuring 17 ft.x 16 ft. The
main entrance through the outer room is 3 ft. 5 inches in breadth. A side entrance
3 ft. 6 in. is also provided on the northern side of this outer room. At both these
entrances are threshold stones which have sockets for the door jambs. A person
who walked across the front room and crossed the main entrance entered a room
26 ft. square which was the image room of the structure. At the middle of the
western side of this image room was a standing statue of the Buddha made in lime-
stonc. On either side of the statue have been two brick built pillars each measuring
9 ft. 10in. x 2 ft. 4 in. in cross-section. These pillars have moulded brick bases.
The statue was about 3 ft. in front of the west wall so that a person could circumam-
bulate the statue with ease.

The building has a tier of stone to serve as the foundation. Above this is the
brick-in-clay structure. The brick walls incorporate rough cut stone pillars. At
each of the four corners of the image room is a rough-hewn pillar. The outside of
the walls of the building carry mouldings in brick. These walls have been well
preserved up to about 3 ft. over the foundation, and are on the average about 2 ft.
3 inches in breadth. The three sizes of bricks used on this structure measure.—

(1) 14" < 9" % 2"
(2) 12” 63" X 2"
(3} 14:” x T” X 2”

The south wall of the image-room had heen divested of its bricks to furnish building
materials for some other structure in later times.

The lime plaster on the walls is preserved in patches. A large number of flat
tiles and some half round tiles have turned up in the excavation. The half round
tiles were concentrated at the centre of the building at a depth of about 4 ft.

At about 41ft. below surface, in front of the Buddha statue was found a coin
covered with encrustation, In the front section of the structure at the western
end of the south wall was found at a depth of 3ft. 9 in. the head of a small terracotta
Buddha figure. Among the debris inside the structure were found the pieces of
several clay vessels,

A glab of polished granite about 6 in. thick with a square socket for fixing the
statue was found near the position of the statue. This slab was placed on a layer
of lime mortar. A search for votive objects was made underneath this slab of stone
but nothing turned up.

The statue from this site which has lost the face side of its head, measures 4 ft.
3 inches in height and 1ft. 7 inches in breadth. A search was made for the face of
this statue among the debris but to no avail. This statue, its lotus pedestal and
other finds from this site were removed to the Archaeological Museum at Am balantota.

Safidagirisiya (Tissamaharamaya).—The work of exposing the platform of the
Saiidagirisiya at Tissa was organized by the Assistant Government Agent, Ham-
bantota, and some shramadine workers lent a hand.
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This site is neither an archaeological reserve nor a monument protected under
the Antiquities Ordinance, but the department had to get itself interested over the
site to assure that things were done in the proper way. Some departmental men
were transforred to the site and the work continued for a few months. The basal
terraces of the dagoba on the four cardinal points and the four entrances at these
four points have heen exposed. A large margosa (Azadirachta indica) tree which
stood over the flight of steps at the western entrance had also to be removed
in the course of this work. The retaining wall of the dagoba platform (maluva)
was exposed to a length of about 200 ft.

A fragmentary inscribed pillar containing an inscription of cirea 10th century
was among the finds from this site.

INSPECTIONS AND EXPLORATIONS
CENTRAL PROVINCE

2 Kandy District

Valvasagoda-Kataragama Devale.—In the course of excavating the foundations
for a new building behind the devale at Valvasago la of Gampola (Map ref. L5/18)
some ancient bricks have come to light. This drew the attention of the department
to this site.

The structures here are two small devales, a drummer’s hall (hera maduva), a
shrine room and a dagoba. These buildings tiled with half-round tiles appear to
have been repaired in recent times. Nevertheless, several carved beam-ends and
decorated wooden doors survive in these buildings.

Pavulpava.—A seated bronze Buddha statuette, height 5} breadth 3, and a
casket, height 1 ft. 2 in, girth 1 ft. 7 in. have been accidentally unearthed in the
course of digging for clay in Pavulpava estate owned by Mrs. 8. G. Singu, in the
village of Pavulpava (Map ref. 1 20/49) in the headman’s division of Kuragama of
Udapalata Korale North of Tumpane Palata (Plates IX and X). The casket has a
frieze of elephant heads on its bottom hagal ring and above that a frieze of
dancing figures, Both objects were found in a clay vessel which however, had
broken into fragments in the digging.

These finds have been handed to the Galagedara Police by the local Village Head-
man and have in turn been handed over to this department hy the Police. These
objects are now on display at the Kandy Archaeological Museum.

Matale Distriet

Ambana.—An ancient site called Ambana (Map ref. 1 10/31) in the Ambanganga
Korale in Matale District East was inspected. At this site a statuctte of Ganesh,
1 ft. 8 inches in height 2 ft. 10 inches in girth, a torso of a dere minus the legs, 2 ft,
10 inches in height, and two guardstones cach 3 ft. 4 in. height and 1{t, 8 in, breadth
were found. :

SOUTHERN PROVINCE
Matara District

Beralapanatara.—A stone cave inspected on a hillock in the village of Berala-
panatara (Map ref. O 10/60) in Morawak Korale turned out to be a natural cave.

Nothing of archaeological value is found here. ;
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Veheragoda Dagoba.—Information was received from the Government Agent of
the area to the effect that the upper portion of the dagoba called Veheragoda dagoba
in the village of Pallesama (Map ref. O 10/41) in the Morawak Korale had collapsed
and that the objects deposited in the gquare feature of the dagoba (halaris-kofuva)
have become exposed.

This dagoba is of recent construction and is 100 ft. in circumference and 20 ft.
in height. The objects deposited are not antiquities by any means. Close to the

dagoba are some ancient stone pillars standing some 2 ft. over the ground.

“Velepokuna’ Dondra.—TheVelepokuna or the Nelumpokuna sitnated on Light-
house Road at Dondra (Map ref. O 25/99) was ingpocted as the Dondra Town Couneil
was interested in reviving the pond. The land at present is only a large slough
which has no archaeological value.

Hambantota Distriet

Veheragoda-Hunnakumbura.—The site of a dagoba on an eminence called Vehera-
goda in the village of Hunnakumbura (Map ref. P 16/5, 13) in Giruwapattu East
was inspected. Only some vestiges of the dagoba now remain. About the site
of the dagoba are found scattered on the ground ancient brickbats some of which
are from moulded bricks.

Cetiyagiri vihara-Bata-ata.—Cetiyagiri-vihira in the village of Bata-ata (Map
ref, P 17/25) in Hungama of Giruwapattu East was inspected. Apart from the
brickbats found strewn on the ground at this site no other antiquities are noticed
here at surface level.

Velagatvala-Veheraydya.—In the village of Yakagala (Map ref. P 16/17) of An-
gunakolapelessa Vasama of Giruwapatin Tast is a site, the ancient remains in which
have been much disrupted and damaged by slash-and-burn (chena) cultivation.
This has now been occupied by a Rev. Bhikkhu who has built himself a temporary
dwelling (ivisa) on it.

At this site are the remains of a dagoba built on a rectangular raised platform.
Both the dagoba and the platform are built in brick. The dagoba has been dug
into by clandestine diggers and the platform has collapsed on all four sides. The
dagoba is about 100 feet in circumference and the highest point of the remains of
the dagoba as at present is about 7 ft. in height from the natural ground below the
platform. Not far from the dagoba is a stone seat (.sana) 6 ft. 6 inches in length
and 2 £t. 11 inches in breadth. This asana has been shifted from its original position.
The bricks from this site measure 12 in. x 8% in. X 3 in.

Galviva-vihara—In the village of Udabaragama (Map ref. P 17/5, 6) of Magam-
pattu near the temple called the Maha-aré Galviva temple on a rock outerop there
are the remains of the stone retaining wall put up for the terrace of a dagoba or of
other buildings. Here only the foundations of the wall remain and even that has
been partly washed off.

On the rock surface brickbats are found scattered here and there. At the foot
of the rock are some steps cut on the rock itself.

Vilpita Vihdra.—On the right bank of the Kirindi oya, situated in the village
of Nediganvila (Map ref, P 13,39) of Magampattu was re-inspected.

There is a pot-shaped (ghaidkira) dagoba about 168 ft. in circumference, of which
about half the dome has collapsed while the other half right up to the level of the
square feature (halwids-kotuva) involving a height of about 50 ft. is well preserved.
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In the premises of the temple are the remains of three structures with pillar stumps
each about 3 ft. in height, in them. Kast of the dagoba are the remains of a structure
with spur-stones for pillars ranged in a circle.

There are also the remains of a brick built prakira wall which had once girt the
area containing all the remaius at this site.

EASTERN PROVINCE
Trincomalee Distriet

Dutceh structure at Nilaveli.—The remains of a two storied structure of the Dutch
situated at Nilaveli (Map ref. D 18/28) of Kaddukulam Pattu which have been
uncared for are in a very ruinous state. Steps are being taken to declare this monu-
ment an archaeological reserve.

Batticaloa Distriet

The Dutch Fort at Batticaloa was inspected.

.

Amparai District

The area around Dighavapi received the attention of the department during

visits to supervise the excavations at the dagoba. Several ancient remains at
Lahugala, around the Magulmahaviharaya, were also noted. Other sites inspected
during the year are : Ratnavali-vihara, Rajagala, Pulukunava and Gonagolla.

NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCE
Kurunegala District

Pahala Baladora Sri Nagarukkhiramaya.—| nspections were made at the site
of the temple-on-pillars at the Sri Nagarukkarama Vihara in the village of Pahala
Baladora (Map ref. T 8/33) in the Pahala Baladora Korale of Devamedi Hagpattu.
The temple-on-pillars which measures 22 ft. < 16 ft. has 20 pillars with a height of
about five feet each. The walls of this structure are of wattle and daub. 1 ts roof
is partly tiled with flat tiles and partly with half-round tiles.

Around the central image house in this temple-on-pillars, is a circumambulatory
4 ft. 6in. in breadth. A makara torana (arch with makare motif) spans the entrance
of the image house, beyond the circumambulatory either side of this entrance is a
janitor. On the outer wall of the main part of the image house, that is, on the wall
at the inner limit of the circumambulatory are painted Buddha statues.

The central image of this fane is a seated Buddha statue. On the two sides are
four standing Buddha statues and two figures of devas. These statues are made of
wood and finished with clay and painted over. They have been re-painted at a
later date.  On the ceiling of the image house are various floral designs.  The images
and the paintings at this shrine belong to the Kandy period. The image house and
the images have suffered damage from termites,

Pansalgodella at Netiya.—In the village of Netiya (Map ref. 18/24) of Dewamedi
Korale of Dewamedi Hatpattu is an ancient site called Pansalgodella (lit. the mound
of the temple). The remains here are of a structure measuring about 20 ft. in
diameter and containing at present, 7 spur-stones for pillars disposed on the radius
of a circle. Free-booters have excavated a large pit at the centre of the structure
and a yantra-gala (receptacle for votive objects) probably thrown out in this cland-
estine digging lies near by.

South of the mound referred to are two squarec mounds containing bricks, each
about 14 ft. in height, areas of stone foundations show up here and there on these
mounds. These mounds too obviously cover the remains of ancient buildings.
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On the eastern side of one of these mounds there are two balustrade stones and a
plain moonstone. The balustrade stones are buried under the soil except for their
upper portions.

Another structure measuring 14 ft. 6 ins. east to west and 13 ft. 6 ins. north to
south lies to the south of the two mounds dealt with above. This building contains
16 pillars arranged in 4 rows. Bach of these pillars sticks out about 2 ft. 6 ins. over
ground level.

Fragments of tiles, brickbats and pieces of pillars are found scattered about
the remains at this site. A brick from the site measured 13" x8"x2}". A stone
slab about 3 ft. in length, containing a worn out inseritipon, from this site, has been
taken to the school near by.

Careless digging by cultivators has resulted in much damage to the remains
here.

Ancient Dagoba at Kasikote.—On the northern boundary of the village of Kisikote
(Map ref. ¥ 23/5, 6) in Cantihe Korale of Wanni Hatpattu are the remains
of a dagoba of about 100 ft. in circumference and standing at present to a height
of about 5 ft. Treasure hunters have dug a shaft into this dagoba and the yapa
pillar of the dagoba, now snapped in twain, lies in it.

Jayakadulena, Puswella —Inspections were made at the Jayakadulena Rajamaha-
Vihara in the village of Puswella (Map ref. I 19/15) in the Hewawissa Korale
of Weudawilli Hatpattu. There is a big cave with drip-ledges in the premises of this
Vihara. Two new image-houses have been built beside this cave.

Temple-on-pillars at Kudigalgomuwa.—A small temple-on-pillars is found in
the temple premises of the village of Kudigalgomuwa {Map ref. I14/9) of Kuda-
galboda Korale of Weudawilli Hatpattu. The main image of the temple is a seated
Buddha statue. On the two sides are found two standing statues of the Buddha
and figures of the gods Natha and Vishnu. On the walls of the structure and on its
wooden ceiling arc paintings of the Kandy period. The paintings in the ceiling
represent the ** twenty-fonr declarations ” (stvist vivarand).

All round the structure is an ambulatory passage bounded on the farther side by
a wall carrying windows of large proportons. Over the entrance to the inner
structure is a makara torana and on either side of the entrance is a ndga janitor
with a three headed hood worked in clay.

The walls of the structure are of mud and wattle and its roof is tiled with half-
round tiles. One side of the building has settled and termites have caused much
damage to it. Aection is afoot to declarc the structure a protected monument.

Aragama.—A Buddha statue built with brick and mud is found inside a large
cave at the bascof the spur of a hill in Aragama (Mapref. I 9/62) of Hetahaye
Korale in Hiriyala Hatpattu.

The statue is 32 ft. in length and vandals have broken up its chest and head.
These impious hands would not stop at anything, however gacred it be, in the
mad chage after worldly gain.

This is not a rare instance of iconoclasm in this country, anditis to be regretted
that many real treasures have been lost for ever owing to the avarice of the vandal
who sought for nou-existent treasures inside statues and beneath inscribed stones.
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The lime plaster of the statue has peeled off. Some Jittle white plaster remains
on the folds of the robe above the feet,

Below the drip-Jedge of the cave of this statue, is a Brahmi inseription.

About 100 yards to the south of the cave of the statue is another cave with drip-
ledges on it. Hard by the cave are several pieces of rough eut pillars.

South of the site containing the caves is a small circular mound with brickbats
on it. This appears to contain the remains of an ancient dagoba,

Kolambagama Purdna Rajamaha Vihara.—At the premises of the Purina Raja-
mahi Vihira of Kolambagama (Map ref. T8/51) in Tissawa Korale of Devamed;.
hatpattu is a sort of temple-on-pillars, not actually reared on pillars but placed
on large chunks of granite kept on the expansive rock outcrop at the place. The
timpila-vikara is of small dimensions which, it is commonly held, was built in the
Kandy times by the villagers. A lar ge structure which encloses this building appears
to have been constructed at a later date for the protection of the small temple-on-
pillars. The fact that the space between the outer siructure and the inner one
is in sufficient for a man to pass through makes it quite clear that the outer structure
wasebuilt only for sheltering the inner.

Connected to this structure and in front of it is a large hall which seems to be a
later day addition. The viharagé is roofed with flat tiles,

In the smaller inner structure are three Buddha statues and three figures of devas.
One of the Buddha statues, the central object of worship, is a seated statue. The
other two are in the standing posture, On the outside of the image house, either
side of the entrance is a janitor. On its walls and on the wooden ceiling are
pamntings of the Kandy period.

The headdresses of the janitors and their dresses are painted with delicate pattern
work. Among the carvings on the pillars are the figures of wrestlers, We are taki ng
steps to declare the shrine a protected monument.

Weherahena, Watavana,— The remains of a small dagoba ransacked by tyeasure-
seekers, arc found at Weherahena in Watavana (Map ref. I 8/50) of Tissawa Korale
in Dewamedihatpattuwa. Nothing of archaeological value survives here now,

Rajamahavihara, Bingiriya.—TIn the premises of the Rajamaha Vihara of Bingirya
(Map ref. 17/49) of Kinigama Korale in Katugampola Hatpattu iz found a large
Temple-on.pillars. The upper floor of this temple rises on pillars which are about
7 ft. in height. Walls have been constructed around the sh rine at ground level with
doors provided on the four sides,

At the centre of the upper storey is an image house, Around the image honse
1s a circumambulatory at the outer fimits of which are carved wooden posts provided
with carved wooden cross brackets. On the wooden ceiling over the ambulatory

(=}

are found, here and there, some painti ngs of the Kandy period.,

All the images and the ceiling paintings of the image house have been re-done
in later times.

Almost the whole structure at ground level has been recently repaird.  Although
the roof over this part has been now tiled with ealicut tiles, the ancient timber of
the roof has not been replaced.

Traet 19 of the 1st stage of the Eajangana Colenization Scheme.—1In stage 1 of the
Rajangane Colonization scheme, in tract 19 are the remains of an ancient structure
45 ft. <32 ft. Here there are 6 stone pillars in situ each about 94 ft. in height.
Other pillars also lic about the structure. Inside the structure is a stone slah
measuring 5 ft. x4 ft. Beside the door are two threshold stones measuring 5 ft.
3 in.x 3 ft. approximately, These threshold stones are not completely exposed.
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Near this structure are the remains of another structure and an ancient wall.
The wall has been discovered in the course of excavating an irmgation canal. All
over, near this site, are found potsherds.

Close to this site is another with the remains of an ancient structure measuring
32 ft. % 18 ft. Tn this structure are 25 pillars set in five rows. The pillars stand to
about 21 ft. over the surface. Within the building is a broken slab of stone. Two
structures situated close to the building just mentioned appear to be of identical
construction. Each of them is 17 ft. % 14 ft. and consists of 4 rows of 4 pillars each.
Each of the pillars, as at present, sticks out about 2 ft. 6 in, over ground level.

stgala in Siyambalagamuwa Colonization Secheme.—An ancient gite is found at
Usgala (Map ref. F 18/8) in the Siyambalagamuwa Colonization scheme in the
Hatalispaha Korale West of Wanni Hatpattu.

On the summit of a rock riging to about 515 ft. are the remains of a dagoba
ransacked by thieves. Leading up to the summit are 345 steps cut on the living
rock. Near the rock are a siripatul (sacred foot-print) stone and pieces of Buddha
statues.

To the eastern quarter of the summit of the rock are the remains of a structure
near which is found a broken slab of stone measuring about 8 ft.

Puttalam District

Kotavehera-Pallama.—The Kotavehera at Pallama (Map ref. I 6/16) in Kumara
Pallam Pattu of Demalahatpattn was inspected. Here there is a mound about
2 ft. in height with brick-bats in it. Close by are several rough-cut pillars. The site
is not very useful from the point of view of this department.

Sri Bodhi-malu Vihira, Nankadawara.—The site called the Sri Bodhi-malu Vihira
of Ninkadawara (Map ref. T 11/31) is in the Yagampattu of Pitigal Korale North.
Here cre found the remains of a dagoba about 175 ft. in circumference and about
12 ft. in height. Since the brick-bats once found strewn in the area are now heaped
ap on the mound, it is now impossible to state whether the dagoba has attracted the
attention of treasure hunters or not. Near the dagoba are several pillar stumps’
uprooted from their former positions. A brick from the dagoba measures 14" % 81" > 3".

UVA PROVINCE
Badulla District

Godegedara ancient temple.—In Godagedara Vihara of Godagama (Map ref. M 7/62)
of Medagama Vasama of Rilpola Korale is an ancient temple built in about A. D. 1800.
In the inner sanctuary of this temple are a geated statue and on either side of it two
standing statues, all of which have been done out of wood and finished in clay.
On the wails of the inner shrine are paintings representing the ‘seven weeks’ (saf-
satiya) immediately follwoing the Buddha’s enlightenment. On the ceilings too
are paintings.

Around the inner shrine is a circumambulatory and on the walls which flank the
¢ircumambulatory on the inner side are statues made of clay, none of which, however,
has been completed. On part of walls flanking the circumambulatory on the outside
there are some paintings depicting the previous birth (Jataka-kathi) of the Buddha
and other parts are blank. These unfinished works indicate that the work on the
structure was abandoned in the final stages.

The structure consists of mud and wattle walls and is tiled with half-round tiles.
The door frame at the entrance to the vihara is carved with lotus-petals and other
motifs. It is proposed figideclave thisstractire s, protected monument.
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Moneragala Distrigt

Monarakanda or Halmillavewa Kanatta of Balaharuva.—Monarakanda or Halmilla-
vava is a rocky mountain rising upto some 600 ft. situated in the vil lage of Balaharuwa
(Map ref. P 2/7) in Wellawaya Korale. At ity summit are the remains of a small
dagoba.

The site is also called Halmillaveva Kanatta.

Vidimaga—The site of Vidimaga (Map ref. M 22 /55, 63) in the village of Bala-
haruwa in Wells waya Korale is situated about 1} miles to the west of Monarakanda,
referred to above. At this site are the remains of a dagoba about 180 ft. in cireum-
ference and abut 10 ft. in height. The dagoba had been reared on a rectangular
platform constructed in brick. On the esst of the platform is a flight of steps.
On each side of this flight of steps is a plain, polished, guradstone.

North of this dagoba are the remains of a structure about 49 ft. in length and about
30 ft. in breadth. Still standing upright at this site is a chunk of brickwork about
4 ft. in height. Five pillars cach about 8 fi. in height of the building too are in situ.
Thése pillars had originally been incorporated into the walls. In the middle of the
structure is found the pedestal of a standing statue. Vestiges of a prakara wall of
rubble which cace enclosed hoth the dagoba and the structure with pillars are also
seen at the site, :

About 100 vards away from the dagoba on a rock outerop are the remains of a
building 16 ft. square. The brick-walls of this structure are preserved to a height
of about 6 ft. No stone pillars have been embedded in these walls. The shape of
the upper portion of the walls seem to indicate that the structure had a vaulted
roof. A brick from the site measured 12 in. X Tin, x 2 1in.

The Government agent was requested to keep this land apart for archaeological
work,

Rajamahavihara—Muppane.-—An_ inspection was made at the M uppana Raja-
mahavihara of Viharamulla (Map ref. M 14/42) in Buttala Wedirata Korale. The
image house at this site belongs to the Kandy period.  [n the inner shrine is a large
seated statute and on one.side of it a figure of God Vishn 1 and on the other a figure
of God Natha. The Buddha statue is made of clay whereas those of the gods are
made of a wooden core and finished in clay. On the walls are paintings of the
twentyfour declarations (stvisi-vivarana) received by the Bodhisattva at the hands
of the previous Buddhas. On the ceiling are paintings consisting of creeper patterns,
ete.

A circumambulatory path runs round the inner shrine, and the walls which flank
this path consists of paintings of hell according to the local conception (apdya).
A large torana arch with a makara motif moulded on it spans the main entrance.
The paintings at this shrine have sither become defaced or peeled off,

The shrine is tiled with half round tiles.

This shrine is built on a site older than itself. Here and there are seen a few stone
pillars.  Beside the flight of steps which gives access to the mound on which the
shrine stands is the torso of a Buddha statue.  This torso of which the feet are
missing measures 6 ft. 8 in. and is about 2 ft. in breadth.

Selamali Caityaya—Kotaveheragala.—in the village of Kotaveheragala (Map ref.
M 18/33) of Wellawaya Korale, situated not far from the village of Wellawaya is a
dagoba called the Selamali Caityaya. This dagoba built on a rectangular platform
35 ft. %33 ft. has a circumference of about 70 feet, and has been dug into by free-
booters. 1In its present state the height of the dagoba measured from the bottom
of the platform is about 7 ft.
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West of the dagoba is a structure containing 16 pillars arranged in rows of four.
The longer side of this structure runs east-west and measures 18% ft. The breadth
of the building is 15 ft. As at present the pillars stand about 2 ft. over the ground.
Here and there are seen the remains of a rubble retaining wall which once ran round
thestructure.

Kotaveheragala Vihara.—This site (Map ref. M 18/41) is about { mile south of the
Selamali Caityaya. On the southern scarp of the large boulder here are a number
of caves with drip-ledges.  On one of these is a Brihmi inseription of which portions
are lost owing to the flaking of the stone. :

Access Channel, Kongahawewa Augmentation Seheme.—During the course of
constructing the access channel of the Kongahawewa Augmentation Scheme, through
the village of Mutuketiyava (Mapref. M 13/62), Etale headman’s division of Kandu-
kara Korale a number of unfashioned globular houlders have heen found from oue
hankof the channel. Ontwo of these are found wedge holes made for spliting them.
Two pointed tools of iron and a fragment of some other implement of iron were
found from the site. As there are no other ancient finds here, we may surmise that
the stones have been brought to the place to be fashioned for some purpose.

Valmitalawa, Kehelagala.—This site is situated to the mnorth of the village
of Kehelagala (Map ref. M 13/59) in the Hingurukaduva Headman’s Division ef
Kandukara Korale. Here on an elevated ground is a small dagoba dug into by
treasure-hunters. At the foot of a mountain spur to the East of the dagoba is a cave.

Aneient site in the Monaragala Group.— [n the Monaragala group in the village of
Monaragala (Map ref. M 14/34) in Muppane Headman’s division of Buttala Wedirata
Korale are the remains of an ancient site.  Several ancient caves with drip-ledges
on them are found in a rocky quarter of this estate grown with cocoa and rubber.
Two of the larger cave boulders contain short inseriptions of the 10-12 centuries on
one each. Strewn about the site are stones from ancient structures. Near one of
the inseribed caves on a small area of flat land are the remains of a small structure
which abutted on it. On the two inseribed boulders as well as on other boulders
near by are cuts provided for rearing structures or for fixing their roofs, On one
cave are some traces of plaster with some indication of there having been paintings
in them. Inside one of the caves are the two fragments of the torso of a Buddha
statue. :

NORTH-CENTRAL PROVINCE
Anuradhapura District

Tammennakanda Gallen Vihara, Alutgantirivakanda.—An ancient roclk cave is
found in the hill of Tammennakanda situated at Alutgantiriyagama (Map ref.
P 19/15, 16) of Thala Kelegama Tulana of Kalagam Korale North. The brick-bats
found strewn around bear witness to the fact that there have heen walls around
the rock cave in ancient times. Walls have now been newly constructed round the
cave which is occupied by a Buddhist monk. No other antigquities are found in the
‘neizhbourhood.

Galenbinda yodaya lifida—Palugama.— In the village of Palugama (Map ref. ¥ 8/53)
of Wilachchiya Korale of Nuwaragam Palata West is an ancient well in the middle of
a field. This well six foet square in cross-section has been constructed of large pre-
pared blocks of stone. The well has been filled in by the villagers upto the level of
the surrounding ground in order to gain more space for the field. -

- b . . ’-" L)
The well is called the well of giants constructed in stone (Géilenbinda Yodayd lisida)
since it is made of large well-cut blocks of stones which according to the villagers,
only giants could have moved about.

1 £8 6605 (67/8) Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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-Sudarshanaaranyaya, Ratmale.—This ancient site situated in the jungle some fwo-
miles off the 5th channel in the Ratmale Colony (Map ref. F. 9/27) in Nuwaragam
Korale of Nuwaragam Palata West contains 5 rock caves. The largest of these caves:
has been, half filled up. a roof provided above the drip-ledge and prepared for the
residence of monks. There are some indications of a dagoba having been on top of
the boulder of this cave but this has since been totally destroyed.

About 50 yards away to the west of this site is a rock which has steps cut into it.
These steps would originally have given access to the dagoba referred to. Five
inscriptions are found here and there along this flight of steps. Each of these is
about 4 fect in length and consists of several lines. At the foot of this rock
are found several spur-stones.

Rajamaha-vihara—Maminiyiwa.—An ancient Buddha statue of limestone has come
to light in the excavation of the presinets of the Maminiyiwa Rajamaha-vihira
(Map ref. . 15/52, 60) in the village of Maminiyawa of Toruva Tulana of Maminiya.
Korale. This is a standing statue of which the hands and feet have severed. The
head which had severed from the torso has been now re-fixed with cement, plaster.

The statue is 6 feet, 3 inches in height and has a breadth of 2 feet, 3 inches. Ancient
bricks have also been found at the site.

An ancient dagoba, situated near by has been completely renovated. A square
mound found to the south of the dagoba may mark the remains of some structure.

A whole brick from this site measured 15” x 8" x 31".

Mahamessalewa.—In the village of Mahamessalewa (Map ref. F 5/31) in Alutgantu-
lana of Uddiyankulama Korale, Hurulu Palata, an ancient site situated in one of the
lands alienated to cultivators was inspected. The rectangular structure which was
here would have measured 22 feet X 19 feet the longer side being roughly from north
to south. The structure would have faced the north-east. The majority of the
stone pillars from this structure are now lying prone on the ground.

No sculptured stones are found at the site. The only ancient stone found apart
from the pillars is & threshhold stone which measures 5 feet 6 inches x 3 feet 6 inches.
It has two sockets at either end, one of which roughly measures 5 inches in length.

Veherahena of Paluketuwewa.—In the village of Paluketuwewa (Map ref. F 5/39) of
Alutgantulana, in Uddiyankulama Korale, Hurulupalata iz a site called
Veherahena. Since the sculpture, ete. found at this site are not of high artistic
merit, the site, very probably one of later date.

The road to Wambatuwagama lies through this land,

The ancient structure at the site probably was an image-house of which eight
pillars, four on each side, survive.

A receptacle for votive objects (yniaragala) two and a half feet square, found’at
this site contains 25 square compartments, each with side of 4 inches. On the land
were found the fragment of a standing statue which may be from to the one that

once stood over the yantaragala, and a plain moonstone 3 feet, 10 inches in length.
Fragments of tiles and potsherds are found at the site,

Upulvehera-Ipulvehera.—Two dagobas, and three structures with pillars are found
at a site called Upulvehera in the village of Ipulvehera (Map ref. F. 24/40) of Kaha-
luparawa Tulana, of Kiralawa Korale in Kalagam Palata South.

The first of the three structures has had 18 pillars, six in each row. Two pillars in.
each row have now fallen.
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The shorter side of the building runs cast-west. The distance between the northern
most row of pillars to the middle row is 9 feet 2 inches while between the other two
rowe the distance is 10 feet. North to south the distance between two pillarsis 7 to 8
feet.

Each of these pillars is roughly 10 feet 2 inches in height and more or less square in
cross-section with side approximately 2 feet. Cuts have been provided on the tops
of these pillars for supporting the timber work of the roof.

A spur stone, brickbats and potsherds are found near this structure.

The second structure has five rows of nine pillarseach. Af its centre is a spur stone.

The third structure measures 26 feet x 18 feet and all its pillars but one are fallen.
A pillar from this structure is 8 feet.in height.

One of the dagobas at the site is at the foot of a hill and the other at its summit.
Both dagobas have been ransacked by thieves.

A slab inscription and two sacred foot-print stones are found at the site. The
inseription is much worn and only a few aksaras can be made out.

Kudalindavewa, Kanugahawewa.—An ancient site is found at the foot of the tank
bund of Kudalindavava in the village of Kanugahawewa (Map ref. C 19/39, 40) in
Alutkadavat Tulana in the Kadawat Korale of Nuwaragam Palata Kast. The
remaing of a small structure are found about 50 feet north of the tank bund. The
structure is 15feet X 10 feet. In this structure 4 pillars stumps at the north end,
5 at the south end and 2 at the west end are found in position. These pillar stumps
are on the average about 1 foot, 6 inches high and are from dressed pillars.

Between this structure and the tank bund several pillar stumps are found fallen.
Kast of the structure is small stone trough for washing the feet (padeni), of which the
brim is slightly broken away.

To the south-west of the structure is a small mound of earth which is about 2 feet
in height and has a circumference of 9 feet. This is probably the site of an ancient
dagoba.

Bast of the structureis a slab of stone 3 feet linch X 1% feet 3 in.

Turibullegala or Afidigala in Angamuwa Colony. On the summit of a rock in
Tumbullegala or Afidigala (Map ref. F 13/20) in the Angamuwa Colony in Kelegam
Tulana of Eppawala Korale, Nuwaragam Palata West is a flat arca of about:  acre
conbaining ancient remains.

Thero are two flights of steps leading to the summit from two sides, in which bet-
ween them have about 650 steps. There is some evidence to indicate that the more
important flight of steps here had a balustrade. On the flat area at the summit are
the remaing of a dagoba about 200 feet in circumference duginto by treasure-hunters.
The seulptured figure of a layman in princely dress, found in one of the caves in the
eastern section of this land is pointed out by the villagers as that of Andi Rajjuruvo
(The beggar king) by which appellation, however, no individual in history was
Eknown.

In the western portions of the rock is a large cave close to which there is a rock
inscription. Opposite the cave are the remains of a dagoba about 120 feet in dia-
meter. Near the dagoba is a site containing some pillars, Hard by the pillared
site is a stone slab 15 feet long and 5 feet broad.

North of Tumbullegala and almost connected toit is another rock on which is found
a stone statue of a female of which the hands and feet have been broken by some
vandal bent on wilful destruction.

Plans are afoot to declare this site an archaeological reserve.
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The Rock of Angomuwa.—Near the Angomuwa tank (Map ref. F. 13/20, 21) of the
Kelegama Tulana of Eppawala Korale in Nuwaragam Palata West is a rock on which
is found a dagoba, about 150 feet in circumference which has been despoiled by
clandestine diggers.

Dangollava.—The ancient site in the village of Dangollava (Map ref. C. 24/30) in
Wiragolle Kadawat Tulana of Kadawat Korale, Nuwaragam Palata BEast was
inspected, Here, remains of a dagoba dug into by treasure-hunters, and about
100 fect away, the remaing of a building are found.  Inside the building is a statue
measuring 6 feet in height with its head and feet severed perhaps wilfully.  The head
and feet of this statue thuos severed were found put together in a heap near the statuc.
A fragmentary brickwork and two boggy patches of jand which appear to mark the
sites of two ancient ponds are seen at the spot. All over. in the neighbourhood are
found brickbats from ancient bricks.  We propose to make this an archaeological
TeseIve,

Gurugalhinna.—The ancient burial ground site at Gurugalhinna (Map ref. G. 1/2) in
Kalpe korale of Hurulupalita was re-inspected. A plot of land about 2 acres in
extent containg some cist burials. Steps are being taken to declare the site an
archa'eological reserve.

Polonnaruwa Distriet

Finds from the vieinity of Polonnaruwa Government Hospital.—In the course of
laying a road clase to the Polonnaruwa Government Hospital the labourers of the
Town Council have come across some antiquities which have been handed over to
this department by the Chairman of the Town Couneil.

The finds are as follows :—
(1) A brass lamp with a lotus bud at end of finial. height 23 ft,
(2) The upper part of a brass lamp, height 11 ft.
{3) A copper tray 9 ins. diameter.

Aneient site in the Minneriya Scheme.—Therc is an ancient site adjacent®to the
land bearing No. 276 in stage IV of the Minneriva Scheme of Sinhala Pattu. A
dagoba pilfered by thieves and the remains of a building with pillars are found at
this site. The torso of a Buddha statue about 5 ft. in height is leaning against a
pillar.

Premises No. 558/3 of Galamuna Scheme in Hingurakgoda.—A dagoba with a
circumferrences of about 100 ft dug into by vandals is found in premises
No. 558/3 of the Galamuna Scheme in Hingurakgoda, Sinhala Pattu.
A rectangular structure ahout 15 ft. in length lies to the west of the dagoba. This
structure has 24 pillars disposed in groups of six at each of the corners of the huild-
ing. Each of these is about 2 ft. in height. About 50 ft. to the south of the dagoba
is another rectangular structure measuring 45 ft. in length. The fragments of stone
which probably was a flower allar (smal-dsana) are found in front of this structare.
near the structure are also the remains of some rubhle construetion.

Galamulla Pattiya.— Sciwe two miles upstream from the village of Sungavila along
the Periya aru river is Galmulla pattiya in the Headman’s division of Kamadiya
which falls within the D. R O’s division of Meda and Egoda Pattu. At this point
on the eastern bank of the river, in thickly forested rocky terrain is a patch of land
which gets submerged in the rainy season. On an elevated area here is a plundered
dagoba rising on a square platform of side 80 ft.. the sides of this platform are built
of rubble and access to the top of same was by a flight of steps on its south.
Treagure hunters have excavated a trench from the outer limit of the bottom of the
dagoba towards its centre and have exposed the foundations. The dagoba is built
up to about 5 ft. in random rubble, the picces of ruble measuring generally about
1§ ft. The rubble is dry laid and has no binding material in the interstices. Above
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the rubble work the dagoba is continued in brick. The relic chamber of this dagoba
is roughly cubical with each dimension heing about 5 ft. and each niche on the walls
of this chamber measures 8 in. %8 in.x1 in. This dagoba is still preserved upto
about 8 ft. above the level of the relic chamber. Bricks bearing ancient characters
are found among the bricks of the dagoba.

The remains of a square structure of side about 25 ft. are found about 30 ft. to the
south-west of the dagoba. On this building are 16 pillars in rows of four each.
Each of these pillars stand about 5 ft. above the ground.

South of thiz building are found the vestiges of a square structure of side 50 ft.
Hard by the structure is an ancient Bo-tree.

SABARAGAMUWA PROVINCE
Kegalle District

Bomaluva at Diyagama.—A bo-tree in the village of Diyagama (Map ref. I 24/19)
in the Deyala Dahamunu Pattu of Galboda and Kinigoda Korales is newly sur-
rounded by masonry walls. Though this is not an old tree there has been an old
bo-tree at this site circumseribed by a wall made of stone glabs. This ancient
bo-tree has died and the only things of some antiquity are the old ni-trees (Mesua
Ferrea) which once surrounded the ancient bo-tree.

Palambure Vihara.—The incumbent priest of the Palambure temple in the village
of Palambure (Map ref. L 3/20) in Kiraveli Pattu West of Beligal Korale requested
the department to investigate the site of his temple which he claimed was an ancient
one. Thig is a new temple. In the land beyond the ficld in front of the temple are
found four small rough cut stone pillars each rising about 1 ft. 6 in above the
ground, These four pillars mark out a plot of land 75 ft. 64 ft. This does not
seem of sufficient importance to warrant the interference of the department.

Wattarama'— The remains of two dagobas are found close to the Rajamaha Vihara
at Wattarama (Map ref. 124/9) in Gamdolaha Pattuwa of Beligal Korale. One
of these has been thoroughly ransacked by thieves. Steps are being taken to declare
the two dagobas as Protected Monuments.

Galtimbe Vehera, Godapola.—Galtambe Vehera in Godapola (Map ref. I 23/16)
in Gandolaha pattu of Beligal Korale was inspected. This ancient brick built
dagoba of about 200 ft. circumference has been thoroughly despoiled and does not
stand to more than a height of two feet at present. Scattered all round the dagoba
are found brickbats.

Yatahalena, Siyambaldpitiya.—The ancient site of Yatahalena in the village of
Siyarmbalapitiya (Map ref. I 23/47) in Kandupita Pattu North of Beligal Korale was
inspected. The three main caves here are known as Yatahalena, Viharalena and
Devalalena. There are seven other caves two of which are covered with earth upto
the level of the drip-ledges. On five of the ten caves there are inscriptions, There
is evidence to indicate that some of the caves had paintings and that there were walls
in front of them.

In the largest of all the caves here, the Yatahalena, are a recumbent Buddha statue
25 ft. in length and three fairly large standing statues of the Buddha. Inside the
cave are paintings. On the wall in front of the cave are several clay statues of gods,
Action is afoot to declare this site a protected monument under the Antiquities
Ordinance.

Udyanegoda Vihara, Danakirigala.—The cave temple at Udyanegoda (Map
ref. I 24/53) situated close to Danagirigala Vihara, in the Egodapota Pattu of Galboda
and Klmgoda Korale Wa%)]lglﬁgggg?}c}\loo\aham Foundation.
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This temple is situated on a hill top and the flight of narrow steps leading to it
is picturesquely set among the boulders. Tn the lower terrace of the temple premises
here is a bodhi-tree and in the upper terrace a cave temple.  The roof of this temple
has been recently repaired but the statues, the makara-torana and the paintings
ingide are well preserved.  Action is being taken to declare this site * protected ’
under the provisions of the Antiguities Ordinance,

Ratnapura District

Pussetota, Galpaya.— This site is situated in the village of Galpaya (Map ref. I 1,26)
of Kandavel Pattu of Atakalan Korale on the south bank of the Kuda oya which
flows south-west of the Bambaragala. A good deal of potsherds have turned up
in the course of sinking shafts for gem-pits in a plot of flat land here. Ancient
potsherds have occurred from about 2 ft. below surface. Three wells lined with
terra-cotta rings have also come to light. The terracotta rings in these have heen
well preserved. Gem prospectors have dug pits all over and disfigured the whole
area.

Hafdunkandawatta, Udugala.—Handunkandawatta in the village of Udugala
(Map ref. L 24/33) in the Palle Pattu of Kuku! Korale is situated on a hill. This land
which was covered with jungle till recently, is now a tea-plantation. when the jungle
was being cleared for the tea plantation a wooden statue of the Buddha has heen
recovered from one of the caves at the top of the hill. The statue, which is about
3 ft. in height is not of much antiguity and aceording to the local tradition is only
about a century old. The cave in which the statue iz found does not have a
drip-ledge.

Palakaddala. - - The ancieni site of Palibaddala (3Map ref. L 19/14) in Uda pattu
South of Kuruwiti Korale was re-ingpected,  All remains found at surface level
at this site have been destroyed. The pillars from the ancient structures have been
broken away and used as steps along the ascent to Adam's Peak., A few of the
pillars have been taken to the environs of the dagoba of the temple. At the place
where the stone pillars are supposed to have been found originally, the stump of a
pillar sticks out to about one foot over ground level. A plain guardstone from some
anecient structure too lies near by, Fragments of ancient tiles and brickbats are
found scattered around the place marked by this pillar stump. The main path to
Adam’s peak winds past this site.  What looks like traces of an ancient brickwork
are noticed at the middle of thiz path. This indicates that ancient remains lie
buried under the position of the path too.

This site has been noted for an excavation,

WESTERN PROVINCE
Kalutara Distriet

Weeragahapansala, Mahabellana.—The ancient vikidrays in the compound of the
temple called the Veragahapansala situated in the village of Mahabellana (Map
ref. L 17/58) of Panadura Totamuna consists of a cella (garbhagrha) and a vestibule
(antardie). Tn the cella are a recumbent Buddha statue of collossal proportions a
standing statue and a geated statve.  These statues though of some antiquity have
been repaird recently,

The walls of the vestibule and its ceiling are covered with ancient paintings.
The 12 signs of the Zodiac and the 27 Asterisms are drawn on the ceiling and the
previous birth stories (jateka) of the Buddha on the walls. Over the entrance to
the cella a makara torana in clay is found. The paintings here which appear to be
those of the carly British H(};Wz% &0 vell preserved.
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Rajamahivihira, Kehellenava.—The Rajamahavihara at Kehellenava (Map
ref, 1 22/22) of Munawattebage in Rayigam Korale was inspected. At this site is
found a small ancient cave temple, This vihara and the statues in it have now been
completely renovated. The only relic of antiguity here is the painting of interlocked

lions-drawn over an ancient wooden door. This is a painting of the Kandy period.

The site marked by a few spur-stones, in the rubber plantation above the cave
temple is very probably the site of an ancient structure.

Mahigarjanarama, Pohaddaramulla.—The Mahigarjanarama Vihara at Pohad-
daramulla (Map ref. L 22/17) in Waskadu Badda of Panadura Totgmuna, was
inspected at the request of the resident priest. If at all there is anything ancient
at, this temple premises it could be the bo-tree now dead for the most part, excepting
a small portion of the trunk, a solitary branch and a sapling which grows out of the
roots,

Rajamahavihara, Rambukkana.—The Rajamahavihara at Rambukkana (Map
ref. L 17/50, 51) in the Adikari Pattu of Rayigam Korale was inspected. Two throne
(Gsana) stones found at the site measure as follows :— (1) 7 ft. 7in. x 3 ft. 7 in;
(2) 8 ft. 6in. x 3 ft. 11 in. The outer edges of the upper side of the two dsanae stones
are moulded. These @sana have been shifted from their original sites and are now
kept on rubble structures built in cement.

At the premises of thig temple are several balustrade stones and a few stone steps.
Some of the stone steps are now used for new works. This site is to be declared a
protected monument,

NOTHERN PROVINCE
Jafina District

The archacological exploration of the Peninsula begun during the previous year
was continued. Photographs were made of wood carvings in processional cars
from the temples at Palali, Enuvil, and Maviddapuram. The car at Palali is fairly
old, and it con’zins, among others scenes of an erotic nature. Wood carvings in-
cluding wooden pillar capitals of a special type were also photographed at the Minacei-
amman temple al Mahiyapitti. Remains of stone sculpture were also noticed at
a pond in the temple premises. There were also remains of stone sculpture around
an old bo-tree at the Palali temple.

Explorations were undertaken to collect finds for the Archeeological Museum at
Jaffna. The arca around the Archeaeological Reserve at Kanthorodai received
first attention. Several sites privately owned were explored. The lands just
adjoining the reserve were found to contain ancient tiles, bricks, ete. Some lands
contain hillocks, which mark the buried remains of ancient buildingssuch as dagobas.
Full bricks of old type were recovered from a land which hear the name of Pudu-
walauwa, which some interpret as the * residence of the Buddhists 7, but may also
mean ** the new mansion . Ancient coins and other remains werc also said to
have been found here. The site was noted for further examination.

The castern sandy coast of Vallipuram was expolored for ancient pottery, and
a considerable collection of various types was brought to the museum. The grounils
of the Vallipuram temple was also explored, and pieces of old sculpture, ete. were
noticed. Other sites visited are Portuguese churches at Atchuveley, Myliddi and
Chankanai, the Jamnari pond at Nullur in Jaffna, the site of the Buddha image at
Puttur, the Tidal well at Nilavarrai, the Buddhist sites at Chunnakam, Mallakam
court premises, Tiruvadimalai (mount of the sacred feet), Sambil-turai (identified
locally as the ancient Jﬁwi%&é%?/)ﬂloo\aham Foundation.
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Steps were taken for the better maintenance of the Dutch monuments in Jaffna,
(inclading the Dutch Church) and the Duteh Fort at Pooneryn. An application
was made to the Government Agent of the Northern Province to have the land on
which he Portuguese Fort known as Urundu-kottai in island of Velan; opposite
Fort Hammenhiel set apart for archacological purposes. The fort and the site
were inspected by the Archaeological Commissioner with Mr. Herbert Kunemann
who is taking a keen interest over Fort Hammenhiel.

Mannar Distriet. —The site at Mantai (Tiruketisvaram) was inspected and some
potsherds were collected. The Dutch Fort of Mannar, and the old church were
mspected and action was taken to repair the church which had suffered extensive
damage from the cyclone. The site of the old baobab tree and that of an ancient
cemetery were also inspected.

Vavuniya Distriet.—Remains of ancient scuplture lying in the premises of the
Government Agent’s residence were examined. The ancient site near Mankulam
tank was inspected. A visit was made to Madukanda temple, a protected monument,
and photographs of sculpture were taken.

A report on the work done by the chemists’ section of the department by the
Assistant Commissioner (Chemist) is reproduced below,

“ CHEMICAL TREATMENT OF ANTIQUITIES
by

R._H. de Silva, B.S¢, Hons. (Cey.), B.Se. Hons. (Lond.), D. Phil. (Oxon)

Library.—The purchase of the Journals of the Chemical Society, London, and
the American Chemical Societ v was discontinued from J anuary, 1966. Tt is pro-
posed to purchase, instead, the Journal of Chromatography and Talanta.

34 books on scientific and technical su bjects were received at a cost of Rs, 806.41,

Epuipment,—Laboratory equipment and chemicals were purchased through the
¢rown agents, London at a cost of Rs. 6,109, Among the equipment ordered was
a Wolf Cubmaster electric drill and accessories.

Laboratory.- The examination of the contents of the burial urns 7 and 9 brought
to the laboratory from the exeavation of the Pomparippu urn field in 1957 was
continued. The urns which had heen swrenghened with Plaster of Paris bandages
for transport as well as the various terra cotta vessols inside were in a badly damaged
condition. Under the skillei nands of Mr. K. R. Samaranayake, the urn 7 and the
pots have heen patiently conserved, photographed and drawn to scale (Plans 6, 7, 8,
9 and 10). .

Seven units of a damaged terra cotta drain pipe found near the northern gate at
Polonnaruva (ASCAR 1964-65) were conserved. The conservation of the pottery
from the chambered burials at Pinwewa near Yapahuva was commenced and one
vessel was restored to recognisable form. The Chinese celadon bowl found in the
excavations at Panduvasnuwara was conserved and returned to this station for
display in the antiquities room. o

Eighteen old ecoins, three iron objects and seven bronze antiquities recovered

from excavations were oon %ﬁﬁ%ld by Noolaham Foundation.
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Experiments were conducted on the reproduction of stone inscriptions using
plastiecs. A negative impression of the inseription was made using Crystic 700
and Surfil § white filler mixed with Catalyst Paste H and Accelerator E. From
this mould exact reproduction of the inseription was obtained using Deckor 4222
PVC paste which sets on irradiation with an infra red lamp. The advantages in
this method are that many exact copies of the same inscription can be obtained,
and these casts are not attacked by fungus and are more durable than paper ru bbings,

CENTRAL PROVINCE
Field Work

Sigiriya—The painting of the patches of plaster remaining in the various caves
on the western terraces was continued. and the cave below and to the East of the
Lions plateau was similarly attended to.

The painting in the Cobra Hood Cave (13B9) was copied by Mr. S. M. Seneviratne
who drew my attention to the depiction of stylised makaras and a cock bird in the
painting (sec photograph of copy made by Mr. Seneviratne—Plato XI).

The mouldings and limestone slab of the dsana in the cave (3B14) to the extreme
South of the first terrace on the Western side were in a damaged condition, and the
broken parts were found lying close by. These elements were fixed, and the con-
servation of the dsana was completed during the year under review (Plate XII).

The few paintings in the smaller pocket (A) are generally in a poorer state than
those in the more sheltered pocket (B) to the South. There appears to be a whitish
salt formation which tends to obscure the details of the figures. Figure 2 in this
pocket wasg given a preservative coating of 2% Perspex in a mixed solvent, which
enhanced the clarity of the panel.

Dambulia.—Conservation of paintings and images in this protected monument
was last carried out in 1960-61. This work was resumed and the cracked and loose
painted plaster of the statues of Vishnu and King Vattagimani Abhaya was strength-
ened by syringing in a solution of polyvinyl acetate. An area of plaster in the lower
levels on the ceiling to the right hand side of the shrine on entering was consolidated
and pointed. The recumbent Buddha statue was treated against termite attack
uging pentachlorophenol.

PROVINCE OF SABARAGAMUWA

Danagirigala (Kandy gheet).—The paintings in this cave shrine which is a protected
monument are in a poor condition and some plaster has fallen off the ceiling of the
cave. Conservation work was started in the year under review and the first piece
of work was to fix back loose areas of painted plaster, and to point the edges. There
was evidence of much termite attack on the walls and plaster. The termite nests
were removed and the damaged areas treated with pentachlorophenol.

NORTH-CENTRAL PROVINCE

Anuradhapura,—Two broken stone pillar inseriptions at the Archazologica
Museum were conserved using Bondapaste.

. Polonnaruwa.—The: Galvihara group of statues which was last cleaned in 1956
was again considerably darkened by the growth of algae. The recumbent Buddha
image was cleaned usinggnildly ammeniacal tain, water,
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Inseriptions.—The Nissankamalla * kala kridag rectangular slab inseription
(E. Z., 11, 128) which was long broken into three parts and lying on the ground
to the west of the * wvafadige ' was conserved with the use of Bondapaste. The
slab wag set up on a brick-built pedestal at the find spot.

Another slab inseription a few feet to the west of the inseription referred to above
was found broken into numerous fragments. Six of these parts were fixed, and
the work is to be continued,

NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCE

Pinwewa.The existence of cists at Pinwewa close to Yapahuva was reported
in the Annual Report for 1964-65, and the preliminary investigation of a chambered
pot burial conducted. During the year under review two such burials were ex-
cavated. Of these, burial No. 3 was a chamber similar to the cist excavated last
vear. A covering slab of maximum length and width 5 ft. and 4 ft. respectively
was placed over the small stone built chamber which was roughly square in plan.
Within were found various pots in badly broken condition. These were brought
to Colombo and investigated. Within one of the pots was found parts of a skull
and other fragments of hone together with parts of two iron objects resembling a
spear blade and a knife blade. One wide mouthed pot has so far been conserved,
Burial No. 4 was not a chambered burial but consisted of pots buried in the ground
and covered by a large slab of stone. One shallow dish with carinated edge, a
smaller dish and a bowl have hither to been conserved. There is a striking resem-
blance both in shape and in colour of these vessels to the pottery from the Pomparippu
urn burials.

Kurunegala.-—There are the remains of a mediaeval méaligava set up in the premise-
of the Residency, behind the old stables, at Kurunegala. The ornamental stones
work of the entrance to this building, and the brick walls support the gfowth of
algac and plants. The rank vegetation was removed and the stonework was cleaned
and treated with an algicide.

Panduvasnuwara.—A large terra cotta vessel, rectangular in plan, found during
the course of excavation in this station was conserved at Panduvasnuwara.

Nawinna.—The Vijayarama temple-on-pillars at Navinna in the Devamadi
Hatpattu of the Kurunegala Distriet iz a protected monument. Preservative
treatment was given to the woodwork of the pillars and eross beams which were
attacked by termites.

SOUTHERN PROVINCE

Telwatta. —The Vishnu statue of clay in the Totagamu Vihara, a protected
monument at Telwatte had been damaged in both arms and action was taken to
consolidate these parts in 1958, Further stengthening was imparted by the use
of ployvinyl acetate which was syringed through the cracks in the damaged areas.
The wooden support for the right forearm placed in 1958 was removed,

Subhadrarama.—This protected monument in Balapitiya has paintings adorning
the outer surface of the walls of the shrine. These paintings have lost some detail
due to flaking of the paint and darkening due to deposition of soot in the region
of the entrance to the shrine. Three panels of painting were cleaned and experi-
ments were conducted on the fixing ofithelogse paintdayer, This work is to continue,
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Botale.—The ancient Bo-tree in the Gotabhaya Rajamahavihara, a protected
monument, was being attacked by micro-organisms. The fungicidal treatment
was carried out by the chemical section according to the adviee of the Superin-
tendent, Botanical Gardens, Peradeniya.

Inspections

Gurugalhinna (Thala Kalpe tulana, Kalpe Korale, Hurulu palata). The existence
of * eramped stone-defined graves ” at Gurugalhinna was mentioned by Bell
(ASCAR, 1892, 8). Immediately bevond the 73 culvert on the Kahatagas-
digiliya-Horowapotana main road, the highway passes over the edge of the
ancient cemetery containing stone chambered graves, By the right side (South
East) of the road heyond the culvert are to be seen the outlines of nine
such megalithic type graves, and to the left of the road are indications of a burial
or two. The majority of cists are to be found further to the South-East of the
road and access to the serub land containing them is gained from a cart track
running in this direction. A preliminary investigation showed the existence of
twenty three stone covering slabs betokening cists below. Aection is being taken
to declare this area an Arch®ological Reserve.”

EPIGRAPHICAL RESEARCH

The greater part of the estampages of early Brahmi inscriptions made during
the year was in connection with the publication of Vol. I of the Corpus of Ceylon
Inscriptions which is already with the printer. The work on Vol. 1T of the Corpus
also by Professor Paranavitana, with the active participation of the Department
has made much progress.

The inseription of Nissankamalla from Patayala (No. 59 in list) may be specially
referred to in view of the fact that its introductory sentences agree word to word
with those of the Devanagala inseription of Parakrama Bahu 1. Devanagala
and Patayala are situated close to each other there being not more than
20 miles between them. Allusion has been made in our earlier reports to the
inscriptions of later date superimposed on carlier inscribed slabs. The present
inscription too is one such.

Since of late we have experienced difficulties in the matter of making estampages
due to the fact that the correct type of paper for this purpose was not available
owing to stringent control of imports. Various types of paper available locally
have been put to the test but found wanting. We now propose to make an effert
to import a stock of special type of paper from Burma.

A note on Epigraphy furnished by the Assistant Commissioner (Epigraphy)
and a list of inscriptions collected by the officers of the department during the year,
compiled by the Technical Assistant (Epigraphy) Mr. M. H. Sirisoma, are subjoined.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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“ EPIGRAPHY
W. Saddhamangala Karunaratne, M.A. (Ceylon), Ph.D. (Cantab.)

Rubbings of 59 inscriptions which were taken during the year under review, are
listed in Appendix.

They are distributed as follows :—

Nos. Seript Language Derte Total
{a) 1-11, 18-45 .. Early Brahmi .. Sinhaleso © .. 3rdo. B, C—lstc. A.D. 30
(h) 47, 57 .. Late Brahmi .. Binhalese .. 2nde, AD. 4the. AD, 2
(e) 64, 56, 58 .. Transitional Brahmi .. Sinhalese .. bth-Tth e. AD. S 3
(d) 14, 53, 556 .. Sinhalese .. Sinhalese .. 8th-10th ¢. A.D. = 3
(e} 13, 15, 48, 59 .. Sinhalese .. Sinhalese ¢ .. 11th-12th ¢. A.D. ol 4
(f) 17. 49, 50, 51 .. Sinhalese .. Binhalese 'I" .. 13th-15th e, AD. AN 4
{7) 46 .. Sinhalese .. Sinhalese .. 16th-20th e. A.D. S 1
(h) 52 .. Tamil .. Tamil .. 18th-14the. A. D. .. 1
i) 12 .. Nagari .. Binhalese .. 11th e, AD. o 1
{7) 16 .. Roman -. Portuguese .. l6th-1Tth e. A.D. s 1

(a) and (b) Brahmi inscriptions up to the end of 4th eentury A. D.—41 inscriptions
belonging to this period will be included in Volumes I and 11 of the * Corpus I'ns-
eriptionum Zeylanicarum ' edited by Dr. S. Paranavitana.

Volume I which containsg Early Brahmi inseriptions upto the 1st cent. A. D.
is in the final stages of printing and will be published early.

(c) Inscriptions of the transitional stage of Brahmi of the 5th, 6th and 7th cen-
turies A. D.—The three inscriptions belonging to this period are worn and are
written in the transitional seript. The words * Sadava vikaralaya’ occurs in the
one found at Yapahuva. :

(d) Mediaeval Sinhalese inscriptions of the 8th, 9th and 10th centuries A, D.—
The three mediaeval inscriptions of this period are the usual immunity (aftini)
grants. The pillar from Tumkama in Diyapotagama is worn. The plllal-, from
Barube and Panduvasnuvara are under examination.,

(c) Inseriptions of the Polonnaruwa period.—The slab from Bambaragala is
mentioned in JRAS (CB), Vol, XXXII, p. 178. The three fragmentary
slab pieces were discovered near the Council Chamber of Nissankamala at Polon-
naruwa. The glab discovered at Ussapitiya in the Kegalla District has letters
on both sides and has the engravings of crow, dog, sun and moon.

The most interesting inscription discovered during that year is that of
Nissankamalla from Patayala in the Kurunegala Digtrict. This is on a large flat
rock used as a kamata (threshing floor) adjoining paddy fields. In this connection
we are proud to reeord that a poor villager had realised the value of an inscription
and had gone through the trouble of cleaning the whole of it with his hare hands.
In fact, he told us when we went to the site that he did not use any implement
lest the inscription be damaged. How much we wish that the people of this
country hecome conseious of the value of our ancient treasures as he has done. That
the villagers have not so far sueceeded in blasting or otherwise ruining the rock
of this inseription, trying to realize the dreams of obtaining hidden treasure, is
due to the presence of a large cobra in the neighbourhood. We were ourselves

warned of this guardian reptile when we went to collect the estampage of the
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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inscription ; and while we went about our work heedless of the warning the cobra
did in fact arrive. Then the villagers who had gathered there cried that the inten-
tion of the Archmological Department was only to copy the inscription and begged
of the cobra to withdraw. The cobra then obligingly disappeared among the bushes
to the great relief of the villagers.

It is an impossible task for us to have caretakers at all the far flung reserves of
the Department and we wish that a few more cobras like this one, more sensible
than the villager in general, would take up the duty of watching some of our
reserves.

From the point of view of the Archwological Department, the inscription is
important because it has been discovered in the Mayarata very close to Colombo.
On closer examination it was found that this also contains interlinear writing and
therefore needs further examination.

Dr. §. Paranavitana has discovered similar inscriptions and this too will be sent
to him for examination.

(f) Inseriptions of the 13th, 14th and 15th centuries.—The inscription discovered
at Mahasaman Devale at Ratnapura is very fragmentary and worn. The three
rock inscriptions from Ussapitiya in the Kegalle Distriet dedicate lands to the
ancient monastery at Vaharakgoda

(g) Modern Inseriptions.—The worn inseription from Diyatalapavuva in the
Nuwara Eliva District is dated in the year 1630 of the Ska Era (1708 A. D). It
may belong to the reign of Narendrasinha but it requires closer examination.

(h) Other Inseriptions.—The only Tamil inseription copied during the year was
from Mahiyalla in Mallavapitiva in the Kurunegala District. A photograph of
the inscription was sent to the University of Ceylon for examination and according
to the information furnished by them the epigraph is a donative record written in
the script of about the 12th century A. D. Most of the record is considerably
weather worn, including the 1st line which gives the date.

(i) The Sanskrit inscription from Bambaragala in the Ratnapura District is
interesting as a Sinhalese statement which reads ° Anateni Svimige galge * is written
in Nagari characters by about the I1th century A. D. The text photograph and
an account of it is published in the JRAS (CB), Vol. XXXII, p. 176. It is
interesting to find a document in the Sinhalese language and in the Nagar seript.

(7) The Portuguese inscription written in Roman characters of about the 16th—
17th century A. D. which was copied from the precinets of the Ratnapura Maha
Saman Devala is also publighed fully in the JRAS (CB), Vol. XVL, p. 84.”

(. BE. GODAKUMBURA,

Archacological Commissioner.

Office of the Archaeological Survey,
Colombo 7, April 29, 1967,

6——e5 6605 (67/8)
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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APPENDIX IV

Financial Year 1965-66

Revenue—A sum of Rs. 7,228, 66 was realised by the salo of Picture post cards, guide books and
seientific publications.

A further sum of Rs. 28,457 .45 was realised [rom house rent, interest, fines, postal and telephone
charges, Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund deductions and miscellaneous receipts. The total income
was Rs. 35,686, 11.

Eaxpenditure—
Head : 152—Vote No. 4

Rs. c.
Sub-head 1. Cadre and salaries s s .. 242,501 85
2, C.L.A and 8. L. A, e A .. 183,620 41
3. Other allowances .. P i - 29,138 15
4. Travelling Sk ot o ox 29,814 62
5. Stationery, cte. .. s 3 it 3,845 12

6. Office furniture, eto. s 2 L —
7. Incidental expenses et i o 1,470 92
8. Electric current .. i ad ik 6,966 08
9, Library o i - b 3,820 30
10, Maintenance & running expenses of departmental motor vehicles .. 14,958 29
11. Publications and exhibitions o i . i 15,765 40
12. Purchase of chemicals and materials o e 6,167 49
13. Grants it o3 o = 1,950 0
14. Archmological Museums s o ) 11,334 75
15. TUniforms e i n, e 1,245 41
16. Awards to informants e o S 1 0
17. Pothography Sl & i = 4,659 02
18. Epigraphy i it .8 s 467 b5
Total .._“557,'}'35 36

Heaid 152 ; Vote No. §

Rs. e
Sub-head 9. Pestoration of Mahasaya at Mihintale o o 75,790 30
10. Ixploration, ete. .. ol " .. 1,018,830 52
11. Cunstruction of and repairs to semi-permanent quarters, ete. i 9,815 29

Total .. 1,104,436 11
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APPENDIX V
ESTABLISHMENTS

Mr. W. B. M. Fernando, M.A. (London) who was holding the post of Publication Assistant in
the Department was appointed by the P.8.C., as Assistant Archsological Commissioner
(Publications and Explorations) with effect from March 14, 1966.

With the taking over of the museum at Jaffna by the department from the Director of Nationa,
Museums, the following were absorbed into the department :—

1) Cuarator--1

) Assistant Curator —1

} Museum Attendants 3

&

(
(2
(3) Collector of Specimens—1
(4
(5) Watchers—3

(

)
) Labourer—1

Mr. L. M. P. Ranaweerasinghe, luspector of Works, was appointed to act in the post of
Superintendent of Works with effect from 1. 7. 65 to 7. 5, 6f

Messrs L. G Ridimahaliyadda and T, B. Goonewardena wers appointed Field Assistants of the
department with effect from November 2, 1065,

My, M. M. Bourjah was appointed Technical Assistant {Laboratory} with effoct from April 1,
1966,

Mre. K. Nelson Porera. was appointed Assistant Photographer of the departmient with effect
from Februsry 9, 1066.

Mr. 1. Jayasena was appointed Lollector of Lnseriptions in place of Me. T, K. Jayasundera who
retived,

Mr. Ran Banda, Nugegoda, Superintendent of Works, nmderwent a special course of training
in Archmological exeavations and eonservation of monuments in the School of Archmenlogy,
New Dolhi, from June 1965 to April 1866,  This course was on a seholarship sponsored hy the
Colombe Plan Technical Aid Program.
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