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LIST OF PLANS AND PLATES

Praws No. L.

Praw No. IT

Prax No. II1 .o
Prax No.IV o
Prax No.V o
Praw No. VI i

PraTes Nos. I (a)and (b)) ..

PraTe No.
Prare No.
Prate No.
PraTe No.
PraTe No.

Prare No.

TERERE

Prate No. I

Praree Nos. IX ( (a) and (b) }..
PraTre No. X

Prate No. X1

Prate No. XII e

Prate No. XIIT

Prare No. XIV .
PraTe No. XV .o
Prare No. XVI .
Prate No. XVII .o

Prare No. XVIII

Prate No, XIX e
PraTes Nos. XX ( (a) and (b) )
Prares Nos. XXI ( (a) and (B) )

Plans

Plan of excavations at Tissirama, Anuradhapura

Foundations excavated st the site of the Samddhi Statue,
Anuradhapurs

Proposed shelter for Samddhi Statue

Trench opened for examining the ancient street at the South
Gate of the citadel of Anuradhapura.

Decorative and structural walls of Daladamaligiva at Yapa-
huwa

Kataragama, Kirivehera : Excavations of maluva showing
phases of enlargement.

Plates

Siva as Batuka-bhairava with dog behind (front and back
Views)

Goddess, standing

Goddess, standing

Bkandha (Sikhivahana)

Goddess

Goddess

Goddess

Cranoéa

Vishnu (front and back views)

Sarasvatl

Vatadags, Manikdena

Vatadags, Rajangand

Small stiipa, within the larger one at Dadigama
Earthenware pots in sifu, Dadigama

Finds recovered at Dadigama on August 22, 1960
Chamber opened on October 11, 1960 at Didigama
Balustrades from Kirivehers, Kataragama
Excavations of maluve Kirivehera, Kataragama
General View of Ambalama, Panavitiya

Carvings from Pillars, Panavitiya

Buddha Statues from Mahavilachchiya
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ARCHZEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CEYLON
ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1960

THE public of Ceylon have held two divergent views on the usefulness of
archzological work in this country. Some held the view that archaeology was
not concerned with the development of the country and that, therefore, it was not
worth wasting time and money on the subject. Others believed that the expenses
on archzology were not wasted, but that there was a great deal to be gained by
harking back to our country’s glorious past and ligh ting up the dim pages of history.
Although by tlow stages, the latter view has prevailed. No one would deny that
the main attraction for visitors from foreign lands is in the monuments of Ceylon.,
It is also true, that the study of history and historical geography is of utmost
importance to development works, though this fact is seldom admitted,

That the interest in archaeology grows daily, is evinced by the enthusiasm shown
by private individuals and groups in the conservation and study of monuments.
More and more people are seeking the advice of the department in matters connected
with archaeology and societies have been formed for the restoration of some ancient
monuments. Although the department fiads it difficult, at times, to deal with the
more educated class of people, most of the Restoration Societies have been willing
to extend us their fullest co-operation. In literary and religious festivals too
archzology is now getting its due place. Local newspapers also have been responsible
in no small measure for the growing interest of the public in archaology. -

This revival of interest naturally meant work for the department, but the year
which this report deals with was one in which the department was handicapped.
In the annual report for the year 1959, the present writer made reference to the
fact that the department has been functioning without a permanent Head since
September, 1956, The same state of affairs continued during 1960. The writer while
attending to the duties of the Head of the department in addition to those of his
substantive post, had to work without the help of the other Assistant Commissioners
for almost the whole year. Of these three posts of Assistant Commissioner, one
which has been vacant since May 1, 1957 namely the post of Assistant Commissioner
(Architect) was filled with effect from J anuary 6, 1960, but since the appointee
had to serve a period of apprenticeship under a qualified architect he had to be
allowed to work at the P, W. D. Head Office under the supervision of Mr. Justin
Samarasekara, Chief Architect, P, W. D. for the rest of the year. This officer, thus,
could not devote his full time for the work of the Archaological Department.
The Assistant Commissioner (Chemist) who left the previous year on a scholarship,
was out of the Island during the whole year. The Assistant Commissioner
(Epigraphist) who was also on a scholarship when the year began, returned to the
Island only in mid-October. Despite this handicap, it is gratifying to record, the
year has been a very successful one for the department.

Several posts have been vacant for some time, in some instances, for very long
periods. The department has, during the year, taken action to fill these posts.
The affairs of the department have been so arranged that the maximum use could
be made of the officers and the workmen, although reluctance on the part of most
of the field officers to take up duties in certain stations, still persists.

The proper care of the department’s many reserves has always been one of our
problems. These, for the most part, have been taken care of, in the past, by
labourers while permanent guards were stationed mainly at Anuradhapura,
Polonnaruwa and Sigiriya. An attempt was made during the year to post guards
at the outposts where there are no resident officers. Ihis arrangement did not find
much favour with the guards, mostly local men, who have now almost forgotten
that their's is a transferable service.

The pace of the clearing and fencing of reserves has been accelerated this year.
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Another matter which had to be attended to without loss of time was the
preservation of excavated monuments, which after exposure had been neglected.
The work in such places was taken in hand as far as the resources of the department
permitted.

Due to the opening up of more and more colonies in onoe heavily forested areas,
many ruins as yet unknown to the department come within the knowledge of a
olass of people shrewder and more enterprising than the unmlettered villager.
Trreparable harm is somstimes done to ruing by men concerned with colonization,
out of sheer mischief, through an excess of religious zeal or from a desire to seok
treasure. Some ruins at a site called Veherabiiidigala in Mahavilechchiya of
Anuradhapura Distriot fell into the wrong hands and it was too late to intervene.
A similar calamity at a site in Vavuniya District was staved off in the nick of time.

To prevent such aarm as far as possible, the department, tbrough the good offices
of the Ministry of Industries, Home ana Cultural Affairs, sent a ciroular letter to
the other Ministries and Heads of departments, emphasizing the importance of
notifying this department, without loss of time, the discovery of any ruins. This
has nad a very good response.

During the course of the year the department was allocated to three different
Ministrics,. When the year began the Archzological Department wae under the
Ministry of Cultural Affairs and Social Services. On the 24th March it was placed
under the Mnistry of Education and Cultural Affairs. At the end of July the
department came under the Ministry of Industries, Home and Cultural Aftairs.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The department gratefully acknowledges the co-operation extended by the
Ven’ble Halmillive Sri Révata, Navaka Thers, Chief of the Atamasthana in the
department’s work, especially in allowing us to carry on excavations within the
precints of the Sacred Bo-tree Temple, to N. P. Wijeratna, Fisq., Government Agent,
Anuradhapurs District and tc Mi. K. P. Dissanayake, Special Commissioner for
Anuradhapura, who assisted the departmont in many ways. We are also grateful
to Sirimevan Godage, Fsq., Member of Pailiament for Anuradhapura who allowed
the department to bogin oxcavations on his land marxzed out for aoquisition before
formal acquisition could be effected. '

Tne department also wishes to place on record its appresiation of the public
spiritedness displayed and prompt action taken by Messrs, L. J. R. Fernanco,
Tochnical Assictant, Irrigation Department, and D. J. Gunasekera, Irrigation
Engineer in recovering for us the pilferred finds referred to at page G 95 under the
sub-title “ Antiquities Discovered Accidentally. ”

All other persons who have helped the department by supplying information
rogarding places and objoots of antiquarian interest or in any other matter during .
the year deserve our thanks.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS

Among the di~tinguished visitois conducted round the ruins by the de«pa.rfmental
officers were Mr. B, R. Sen, Director-Guneral of the Food and Agricultural
Organization and Mr. Leonard Woolfe ot “ Village in .bhe Jungle ' fame.

BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
A board has been set up for the preservation of the old city of Anuradhapura,
The Archaological Commissioner has been appointed a member of this Board.

The Archsological Commissioner continued to serve on the committees on
which k2 was serving in 1959.
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DELEGATION OF SOME FUNCTIONS OF THE ARCHEOLOGICAL
COMMISSIONER TO GOVERNMENT AGENTS

In view of the setting up of the Anuradhapura Preservation Board and of the
necessity for an officer of staff rank to be available on the spot, the Government
Agent, Anuradhapura District has been authorised to perform certain functions of
the Archological Commissioner within his District.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDED
SEPTEMBER 30, 1930

Revenue

A sum of Rs. 3,262.42 cts. was realised by the sale of popular publications, guide
books and picture post cards. A further sum of Rs. 6,408.56 cts. was received in
respect of postal and telephone revenue, interest and annuities and rent of quarters,
With miscellaneous receipts the total amounted to Rs. 13,009.69 cts. :

Expenditure 3
Administration :
Rs. c.
(a) Salaries of staff paid from P. E. s s .. 213,825 81
{b) Cost of living and special living allowances. . it Joo 179,479 12
(¢) Other aliowances e A, iy < 25,000 90
(@) Travelling A - o < 26,661 6
Exploration, exeavation and conservation of ancient sites e .. 1,061,728 30
Publications and exhibitions .. = 30 L —
Miscellaneous :
(a) Stationery, offico furniture and office requisites ol s 4,288 76
(b) Incidental expenses - 40 oY e 6,435 45
(c) Construction of gemi-permanent quarters for labourers, maintenance of
existing quarters and purchase of equipment oy " 10,687 94
(d) Library i s i b 3,110 43
(e) Purchase of chemicals and materials & e o 2,325 2
(f) Grants 2 o o o5 1,950 0
{g9) Archzological museums .. e i =5 18,601 26
(k) Maintenance and running expenses of departmental motor vehicles = 11,236 26
(¢} Uniforms Al < e e 1,076 94
(7) Awards to informants and finders of antiquities a2 < =
(k) Photography . 3 N e e 2,711 18
{(f) Electric current di i b a 5,283 71
(m) Epigraphy s o i e 181 44
(n) Construction of an archaological museum at Mahiyangana s =
(0) Scholarship in Archmology alg 5 ik 11,116 50
{p) Bch larship for Asst. Commissioner (Chemist) s o 10,697 84
{g) Purchase of a land rover .. by o o 12,590 80
(r) Purchase of a new Morris Commereial lorry, 34 cwt. o o 10,402 50

(#) Training in surveying and levelling i Y, i —

Tota .. 1,619,371 22
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PERSONNEL

Dr. C. E. Godakumbure who was attending to the duties of the Archeological
Commissioner in addition to the duties of his substantive post was appointed to
act in the post of Archmological Commissioner with effect from 16.11.60.

Dr. W. 8. Karunaratne, Assistant Commisgioner (Epigraphist) who was on a
government scholarship at the University of Cambridge returned to the Island
and resumed the dutics of his office on 18.10.60. The University of Cambridge
has conferred on him the Ph. D. on a thesis entitled ‘A critical edition of
unpublished Brahmi inseriptions of Ceylon with commentary on orthography,
palaeography, language and grammar. ™’

Mr. Roland Silva, Dip. Archzo. (Lond.) was appointed Assistant Commissioner
\Architect) with effect from 6.1.60. Mr. Silva was serving his apprenticeship period
for the A. R. I. B. A. while in the employ of the department.

Mr. D. S. 8. Dissanayake, E.C.C. Grade I, Chief Clerk of the department retired
from the Public Service with effect from 24.7.60, and Mr. E. R. O. de Silva, E.C.C.
Grade II (at the time) acted for the Chief Clerk from that date till the end of the
year. :

Messrs. M. A. A. Munasinha and H. W. P. Senanayake were successful at the
examination for promotion to the Grade II of the E.C.C. held in 1959.

Mr. K. M. D. M. Jayatillaka of the Typists Service was transferred to this
department on April 1, 1960 in place of Mr. A. G. de Silva of the Typist Service
who took Mr, Jayatillaka’s place at the office of the Government Printer.

Mr. N. D. A. Fernando, Clerk G.C.C. was transferred to the Department of
Immigration and Emigration and Mr. M. A. A. Munasinha, Clerk G.C.C. of that
department took his place here on 4.5.60. Mr. Munasinha was subsequently
transferred to the Police Department and the vacancy was filled by Mr. Wilbert
Godawela, Clerk G.C.C. who came here from the Kachcheri, Anuradhapura.

Mr. J. A Bottoni of the Typist Service was transferred to the Ministry of
Agriculture, Land, Irrigation and Power and Mr. A. L. M. Mahroof of the Typist
Service from the Ministry came to the department on transfer on 15.8.60.

Mr. E. V. Wiratunga, Clerk, .C.C. of the Department of Census and Statistics
was transferred to the department on 1.12.60 in plave ot Mr, M. D. H. Fernando
who went on transter from this department to the Department of Census and
Statistics.

Messrs. H. P. David and R. D. D. Alwis of the District Clerical Service who were
successful at the examination for promotion to the General Clerical Service were
appointed to fill the vacancies in the G.C.C. with effect from 8.8.60.

PHOTOGRAPHY

711 new photographs were taken during the year. 1797 prints were made, of
which 336 were sold to the public and 36 given to the press,

The department supplied 26 enlargements of photographs for an exhibition held
at Kataragama. 72 colour slides for lantern lectures, 22 colour prints and 36
photographs of rubbings of inscriptions were made.

LIBRARY

The money allocated for the Library this year was only 50 per cent. of the amount
allowed in previous years. This money was almost tully spent in settling the bills
for the usual subscriptions tor journals and periodicals, in making financial con-
tribution to international organizations in the purchase of preservatives for the

library, ete. Hence no indents were placed this year for books on Crown and Indian
agents.
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During the year, 46 new Sinhalese and Pali Books were, however, purchased
locally for the library. 201 miscellaneous journals and periodicals were also bought.
The number of publications received in exchange from forei gn and local institutions
was 237.

Two important works (a) History of Ceylon, Vol. 1, parts 1 and 2 (English) and
(b) Lamkavé Puskolandmavaliye (Sinhala) were kindly donated to the Library by
the University ot Ceylon, Peradeniva, and the Department of Cultural Afairs
respectively. The Government Press bound 125 volumes for the department’s
library.

Two new steel cases for books were purchased to meet the demand for shelving
space in the library.

PUBLICATIONS AND PUBLIC LECTURES

The Sinbala guide book for Mihintale printed last year had a steady sale.
The sale of other publications and picture post cards also kept up the pace of
previous yea:s. Since some of the picture post cards are completely sold out, it is
proposed to bring out a new set of picture post cards.

A Binhala guide book for Yapahuva has been prepared for the press by
Mr. D. 8. Gunatillaka, Publications Assistant. This would be sent to the printers
early.

The Keeper of Museums, Anuradhapura, delivered a Jecture on * Some objects
in the Archmological Museum ” under the auspices of the Nuwara Kalaviya Kala
Mandala and the Anuradhapura Art Centre,

The Acting Archmological Commissicner gave a telk on “ The Buddha Statue
in Ceylon ”, under the aegis of the same society. On the invitetion of the SpOnSors
of the Literary Festival held at Anuradhapura in September, 1960 he also delivered
the main lecture on the Literature and Culture of Anuradhapura.

The Acting Archmological Commissioner gave two broadcast talks on
 The Archeology of Ceylon ™.

DRAUGHTSMER’S SECTION

During the year the work in the draughtsmen’s section was re-organized.
The following work was done by the section :— :
L. Preparation ot plans for the alteration of the old kachcheri building in the
sacred city of Anuradhapura for converting same to house the depart-

mental museum at Anuradbapura ;

2. Preparation of plans for houses for labourers and officers of the department,
and working out draft estimates for same ;

3. Preparation of plans of the excavations at Kirivehera, Kataragama and
Anuradhapura ;

4. Preparation of plans and estimates for the re-construction of Mabasiya
at Mihintale ;

5. Preparation or plans for the conservation and re-construction of Kirivehera,
Kataragama ;

6. Preparation of plans for the conservation of the shrines (tdmpita vihara)
at the protected sites of Ambulugala and Dorabavila ;

7. Preparation of plans for the conservation of the monuments at Periyakulam:
Yapahuva and Tiriyai ; and

8. Preparation of several aifferent plans for a roof over the Samadhi Swatue
at Anuradhapura for submission to the Special Committee appointed
tor the purpose.
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The following work was done by the draughtsmen’s scction for outsiders for
purposes connected with the functions of the department :—

1.. Plan supplied to the Government Agent, Anuradhapura for a pond to be
constructed opposite the Sri-mahd Bodhi Tree Temple, Anuradhapura,
for the use of pilgrime ;

2. Plan for a muscum at Isurumuniya Temple ; and
3. Plan for a temple at Tiriyai.

ARCHEOLOGICAL MUSEUMS
Anuradhapura

The shitting of the departmental Museum at Anuradhapura to the old kachcheri
building, suitably altered for the purpose, was commencer this year. It was no
easy task to transfer the collection of exhibits from the old building to the new—
a collection which had grown over a period of 60 years. Some exhibits weighed
in the region of three tons, others included invaluable finds such as rare Chinese
vessels, beads retrieved from hoary antiquity and decayed and fragile metal objects
liable to be injured with the slightest vibration.

The upper storey of the building is now used for exhibiting metal objects, clay
objects, frescoes and coins in four separate sections. This part of the museum was
cercmoniously opened by the then Prime Minister, Mr. Dudley Senanayake on 7th
June, 1960,

One stone sedant Buddha image from Namadagasviiva, several clay figurines
from Uttimaduva, Urutirapuram in Kilinochchi and Pansalavela in Mamaduva,
ten hronze imeges from Siva-dévile No. 5 in Polonnaruwa and one gold aka coin
have been added to the Anuradhapura Museum duting the year.

When the old kach¢heri building was handed over to the department several
persons displaced by the floods were squatting here. These were ousted with great
difficulty, two devotees (dasasil-updsikd) being the ones who gave the greatest
trouble and left last.

Astrologers predicted, and heavy rains augured floods by the end of 1959 and
the Government Agent, Anuradhapura, preparing to meet the eventuality, stacked
flour in the ground floor of the old kachcheri. Repairs to the upper storey had to
be suspended lest the dripping of water should contaminate the flour. The ground
floor of this building was handed back to the department only in April.

About 54,000 persons have visited the Anuradhapura Museum during the year.

Didigama

The finds from the King’s Palace site at Panduvas-nuvara were transferred from
the Didigama Museum to the Anuradhapura Museum in order to provide room for
the finds from the smaller dagiba discovered at Didigama. These will be described
elsewhere in this report.

The exhibits here are being re-arranged and provided with now labels.

EXHIBITION

The Viharadhipati Thera of Mahavihara, Tissamaharams made arrangements
for an exhibition of archzological finds from the area during the sessions of the
All Ceylon Buddhist Congress at the end of December, 1960, and requested the
co-operation of the Department. All assistance was very willingly given and a
large number of visitors benifitted from the exhibition,
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CIRCUIT BUNGALOWS

The departmental Circuit Bungalow at Po]onna.ruﬁa, ‘which was occupied by
the Military since 1958 was released to the department this year. The Circuit
Bungalow at Anuradhapura was taken over by the Military at the end of the year.

WORK DONE AT REGULAR STATIONS
Anuradhapura
Exeavations
TISSARAMA :

An excavation was conducted with a view to tracing the Yemains of Tissirima
dedicated to the Saint Mahinda by King Devanampiya-tissa (B. C, 247-207).

According to the Makavamsa this edifice was to the west of the Sacred bo-tree

tasseva rajagehassa gantvina dvarakotthakam .
tattakeheva pupphe hi tam thanam pijayi isi "

Mw Ch. 15, v. 32.

Sketch shows the manner in which the land was divided into squares for
excavation. (See Plan No. I).

This was the bazaar area of the: Anuradhapura Town of the past few decades
and was for the most part covered with modern buildings. These buildings had
to be demolished and their foundations carefully removed before commencement
of excavations. More than the usual care had to be exercised in the stratification
and in the appraisal of the finds. The occurrence of a V. 0. C. coin at a depth of
4 ft. 14 ins. may be quoted as an example of the pitfalls involved. Only a careful
examination ot the stratification showed that this coin had found its way there
with the rubbish cast into & pit.

The most noteworthy result of this excavation was the discovery of the channel
system which supplied the water for watering the Sri Maha Bodhi tree. It is possible
that this is the irrigation system which according to Makdvamsa was constructed
by Mahanaga (A. C. 569-571).

alavalam dumindassa katva hemamayam gharam
chadapesi munindassa patimayo ca samdahi

Muwp Ch. 41, v. 94,

The Mahavamsa turther refers to the construction of an irrigation system for
the Bodhi tree in the reign of Sena II (A. C. 853-887). This may in fact be a reference
to repairs to an @lavdla which was already constructed.

raja tam bodhisattamea sagharam tattha samdahi
alavalam dumindassa bandhitva’ ka mahamaham

Muw Ch. 51, v. 78.

This channel enters the terrace of the Sacred bs-tree under the ancient parapet
wall, traverses round the new, and enters the pond of the Brazen Palace. The
channel was built up of and paved with bricks except where it enters and leaves
the storage tank. At these points the paving is of granite instead (sq. N. 4).
It was covered on top with slabs of stone—no plaster is visible either on the sides
or on the pavement, but a fine-grained clay has been used for the brickwork and
a whitish clay (kirimdti) for fixing the granite cover-slabs. The brick puving was
found all along the channel except where the existence of bed rock (distintegrating
brown rock) precluded the necessity of the brick paving. A side wall of the Jhannel
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generally had eight or nine courses (sq. No. W. 123). A brick at this point measured
16" length 23" thickness, The number of courses differed at other points as
follows :—sq. No. 8. E. 1—six courses, sq. No. W. 4—five courses, 8q. No. 8. 2—
four courses, and elsewhere three courses. Where the number of courses diminishes
the breadth of channel increases, though no ratio has been maintained between
the depth and breadth of the channel. The breadth and depth at sq. 8. 2 are
112" and 13" respectively.

Some of the cover-slabs were granite slabs of a regular size prepared expressly
for that purpose. Others were blocks of stone picked haphazardly from somewhere
or stones prepared and used earlier for other purposes. Among the latter were the
fragment of a slab with the sacred footprint, a stone with a mortice hole, & moulded
brick and a portion of a limestone railing.

Several minor charhnels spread out from the direction of the main channel and
at first sight gave the.impression of being connected to the same. There has been
no opportunity to investigate these small channels closely, but it is now clear that
the small channels were not connected structurally with the main channel.
At sqs. W. 106 and W. 88 are two minor channels issuing respectively to the south
and north of the main channel.

At sq. W. 10 a minor channel issues towards the terrace of the bé-tree. This
channel goes beneath the modern stone parapet and no investigation as to its relation
to the main channel could be undertaken without first dismantling the later stone
parapet.

At each bend of the channel the last two courses of brick at the bottom on either
side project inwards from the position of the other courses (sq. 8. 1 provides an
example). Sq. S. 5 gives an example of a bend with the basal course projecting
only on one side.

The main channel narrows as it reaches the brick-lined storage tank and is only
9 at the point where the storage tank is entered.

The channel has a meandering course and its brick-built sides are, generally
speaking, true to plumb despite the fact that more than fifteen centuries have
elapsed since its construction. The channel, however, has ab certain parts, sunk
with the ground on which it is built. -

The main channel in sq. N. E. 123 lies in the direction of the North-east. Its
westerly course was further traced in sq. No. W. 140 and sq. No. W. 157. Since
the channel cuts across the Anuradhapura-Puttalam road which is still in use, and
appears to be traversing through private lands, no further investigation of this
channel is possible. Although the westerly course could not be fully investigated
the easterly course has been traced fully. It runs through sgs. Nos. W. 106, W. 89
W. 54 and turns north-east at sq. No. W, 37. Although at this point it appears as
if the channel heads directly towards the pond of the Lovamahapaya, it turns south
at sq. No. W. 3. At this square it enters the terrace of the bé-tree and runs alongside
and close to the later parapet up to sq. No. W. 11 where it is completely covered
by the new parapet. The cover-slabs could not beremoved at sq. No. W. 11 where
the channel is partly under the parapet. At sq. No. 8. 1, i.e., at the south-western
quarter of the ancient parapet the channel winds in the direction of Ganthakara
pirivena, turns once more to the east and proceeds to sq. No. 8. 11. 'The channel
which runs south-east at sq. S. E. 1, turns towards the north at K. 17. It swings
very much towards the north to cross sq. No. E. 21 and traverses the eastern quarter
lying between the ancient and later parapet of the terrace of the b3-tree.

The channel enters a storage tank before turning towards the pond of the Lovamaha-
piya. The storage tank is 2 ft. 1 in. long, 1ft. 7 in. broad and 4 ft. 4 in. deep (plans
No. 1). Each side, built up of brick, has 16 courses—two stone slabs laid on the
ground serve as the paving. The brick side-walls are reared on these slabs.
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The channel cuts the storage tank on two sides. The opening on one side is
9 ins. sq. On the other, the opening is 9 ins. in breadth and 7 ins. in height. The
bottom side of the openings is paved with granite slabs. There are four courses
below each opening. The height from the opening to the uppermost course is
2 ft. and from the bottom of the opening to the lowest course is 1 ft. 6 ins.
The height from ground level to the top of the tank is 8 ft. 5 ins.

Very probably, in ancient times, the channel had been broken at a point in
sq. E. 5 and its stone cover-slabs removed. Two of the slabs so removed still lie
beside the path of the channel. The ruins of a contemporaneous structure were
encountered at sq. No. E. 24. One wall with seven courses and another of five
were noticed. No attempt was made to excavate this building. The channel was
found damaged at the place where this structure was met with.

In this same strata was discovered another channel running East-West. This
channel 4 in. in breadth and 3 ins. in depth (one course) is brick-paved with two
courses. This channel was'covered with bricks and not with granite slabs as was
the case with the main channel.

Sketch shows the stratifications sec. 2 of sq. No. W. 123 to the west of the
terrace of the bé-tree sec. 3 of sq. No. E. 24 to the east of the same terrace.

Measurements of bricks from this channel system :—

1. A brick from a wall of structure beside main channel sq. No, W. 123,
J1° e 1Gt gt

2. A brick from channel No. 2—sq. No. W. 123, 15" x 9" x 2*;

3. A brick from main channel sq. No. W, 123, 16” x 9" x 21 : and

4. A brick from point where a large earthenware pot was found in the breached
side of channel, sq. No. W. 87, 13}" x 73" x 23"

Finds from excavation :

1. Sherds with a black glaze—several of these were picked up from various
oints ;
2. A b(I))ne incised with lines ;
3. Several blue glass beads ;
4. Three sea shells ;
5. Beads of bovanite and fragments ;
6. Small beads of yellow paste ;
7. Collared head of black paste ;
8. Pieces of light green glass ;
9. Beads of brown paste ;
10. Fragments of red glazed shreds ;
11. Piece of white celadon ;
12. Head of a copper nail ;
13. A copper nail ;
14, A Roman coin ;
15. Circular clay discs with red slip ;
16. One clay disc with white slip ;
17, Fragments of blue glazed tiles :
18. Fragment of a blue glass bangle ;
19. Pieces of mica ;
20. Globular stone bead ;
21. Bead with eight facets ;
22. Potsherd with brown slip ;
23. Fragments of koraha (clay vessel) ;
24. Clay vessels ; and .
25. Fragments of a large clay pot.

8—1J. N, B 17187 (5/61)
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This channel leads to the rubble pond at the 8. W. corner of Lovimahapéiya,
which is probably contemporaneous with the Brazen Palace. (See Administration
Report, 1950). If the assumption regarding the date of the rubble pond is correct
the date of the ehannel system here may also be anterior to Mahanaga. In this
connection a reference to the construction by Vasabha (A. C. 66-110) of sub-
terranean channels leading into the ecity is interesting.

pure bahi@ pokkharani karapetva tahim tahim
ummaggena jalam tattha pavesesi mahipati

My, Ch. 35 v. 98,

SITE OF SAMADHI STATUE.—The Hon’ble Prime Minister expressed a desire
that the department should expedite the construction of a shelter for the
Samadhi statue at Anuradhapura, and the excavation at this site, which was already
under way, was continued during the year.

It is indeed meet that the first lady of the land should be solicitous about this
statue, which is easily one of the best of its class anywhere in the world. One may
aptly recall here that another Prime Minister, Shri Jawharlal Nehru of India is
said to have gained peace of mind, concentrating his thoughts on this statue while
he was a political prisoner in Dhera Dun jail.

The vicinity of this statue has now become the venue of a mass annual meditation
which is gaining popularity every year. The sight of a vast gathering of devotees,
clad in immaculate white, seated in a posture identical with that of the statue,
sunk in silent meditation and casting a spell over the onlooker, is an unforgettable
experience. That large crowd of men and women from varous walks of life seems
to enact in a day the story of the statue which had for centuries remained silent
immovable and serene, through the fluctuating fortunes of Anuradhapura.

While those who have any aesthetic sense in them do not fail to recognize this
gem of exquisite beauty, there are, unfortunately, others who seem to believe that
an actual gem of great price has been buried somehow in the core of the stone. This
is a theo:g'y fraught with danger for the statue, and hus caused the department
gome anxious moments,

To cite one instance of anxiety for the department we may recall the time a few
years ago when a miracle-healer who took up residence near the Gedigé reserve,
took the town by storm. People flocked to him in numbers. Even some of the
intelligent and literate people were swept off their feet. Thiz man made it his habit
to worship at the Samadhi statue at various odd hours of the night at which times
he also used to spread river sand at the base of the statue. One of his neighbours
who was sceptic about his healing and suspicious of his movements suggested to
the department that the man was eyeing at the gems embedded inside the statue.
Apart from other steps taken to preserve this sculpture of priceless beauty the
department kept a round the clock vigil at the statue for sometime lest any attempt
to reach the non-existent gem result in irreparable damage.

The statue already bears the marks of a comparatively recent effort to break it up.
This would probably have been at a time slightly before the department began
functioning, when treasure hunters were on the prowl Once again, the search for
hidden treasure may have been the motive.

Tt was fortunate for us that this rather half-hearted effort did not succeed. It is
not inopportune here to mention that some valuable inscriptions have been lost
for ever at the hands of foolish men who have earned only the obloquy of later
generations for their pains.

There is in this country a fair section of the population, not excluding the literate,
which believes in the existence of gems inside statues and inscribed stones, and
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of Vadul-pot, so-called rare books giving the exact location of buried treasure. It,
therefore, behoves those who can, to explain the true state of affairs to their credulous
fellow citizens and to arrest as much as possible the harm which the treasures of our
past can suffer from the actions of such misguided persons.

Excavations at this site reveal that this was the site of a bodhi-ghara, and thus
the main object of worship at this site would originally have been a bodhi-tree.
(Plan No. II). No similar structure has so far come to light at Anuradhapura.
The description of the bodhi-ghara at Nillakgama—the only one so far conserved
Py the department appears at pages G 25 to G 28 of the Administration Report
or 1954,

The outer line of pillars at the Samadhi statue site, fixed on spur-stones ret up
on brickwork bases, forms a square of side 42 tt. Of these spur-stones, one on the
East, one on the South-east, two on the South, one on the South-west, two on the
West and three on the North are found in sifu. The distance between two consecutive
posts on this outer square varies between 7 ft. 5 ins. to 9 f6. 1 in. Inside this and
14 ft. apart from it has been another line of pillars forming a square of side 16 ft.
7 ins. The spur-stones of four poste and one of the posts of this inner line of posts
ate found undisturbed. The post which is whole is 16 ft. 7 in. in height. The distance
between two consecutive posts on this structure ranges between 5 ft. and 5 ft. 11 ins.

The outer face of the stylobate of this line of posts, obviously damaged in the
course of later work does not yield any evidence regarding its original state, but
its inner face is wondertully well preserved. Its moulded inner face standing true
to plumb even today, is eloquent testimony to the skill of our builders of old.

Inside the second pillared square is a rectangular brick construction of one course
of brick built on end, measuring 5 ft. 3 in, north to south and 5 ft. trom east to west.

From the South-west quarter of the inner square ot pillars extends a brickwork of six
courses towards the South. HEach course of this brickwork is recessed from the
position of the one immediately below it. This brickwork is 2 ft. 1 in. below the
foundation of the pedestal of the fregmentary Buddha statue which faces the South.
The moulded brickwork of the inner pillared square and the aforesaid brickwork,
the likeness of which, incidentally, is not found elsewhere in the structure, are in
all probability contemporaneous works.

An examination of the foundations indicated that the structure here was originally
square in plan and that later extensions have been made to it on the South and
North sides, Tiles were found in the area between the two lines of pillars but not
from within the area enclosed by the inner line ot pillars. This indicates that there
was a roof between the inner and outer lines of pillars but not at the centre.
Although the absence of pillars on the northern side seems to indicate that the
entrance was from this side, the fact that there is no trace of a flight of steps or of
a brick paving here does not support such an assumption.

That there have been other statues at this site beside the Samadhi statue of
world renown, is indicated by the fact that the head of a Buddha statue and frag-
ments from two torsos, cut of material identical with that of the Samadhi statue,
as revealed in an examination by minerologists, were found in the precincts.
A “ footprint 7 stone 29” ¥ 28" and an offering slab 8'-2” X 4’ found at the site
are now found to the East of the structure. One cannot however, be definite aboub
the original positions of these two stones.

Fragments of painted plaster hom the inner structure indicate that there was &
brick structure lime plastered and painted over.

The MahGvamsa mentions a bodhi-ghara belonging to the Abhayagiri constructed
by Mahasen (A. C. 275-301). Mv. Ch. 37, v. 15.

A bodhi-gare in Abhayagiri monastery was repaired by Mahinda IV (A. C. 956-972)-
 Abayaturd maha siyehi isd bo-gehi isd............ ” BZ Vol. 1 No. 20—L 46.
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This site is in the Abhayagiri Monastery and within ear-shot of the great stipa
of that name. Although we must await more scientific data before arriving at a
conclusion the present site may well be the bodhi-ghara site referred to in both
instances.

Finds
1. Bronze plaque similar to a Lakshmi plaque.
2. Bovanite beads.
3. Roman coin (%) with thick encrustation.
4. Coin with thick encrustation,
5. Blue glass beads.
6. Piece of white crystal with a band. -
7. Clay discs (diam. from 3 c.m. to 3} e.m,) similar to those tound at Tissirama
8. Fragments of blue glass.
9. Piece of metal.
10. Beads of brown paste.
11. Flat white bead.
12. Beads of green paste.
13. Two fragments ot circular clay object resembling a catravali—
(@) diam. 13.3 c.m. thickness 5 c.m.
(b) diam. 11.4 c.m. thickness 5 c.m.

14. A brick with ridges (as in a tile) breadth 19.4 e.m,

15. A clay crucible, height 9.7 c.m. diam. at brim 9.5 c.m.
16. Fragments of painted plaster.

17. Pieces of bone. ‘

18. Pieces of charcoal.

19. Clay vessels and potsherds.

Bricks—The measurements ot two whole bricks from the South-western quarter
of the brickwoik of the inner structure were as follows :—
(1) 12" x 6 x 2
(2) 13" x 6}" x 23"

These bricks are of a brown clay containing a low percentage of iron and have
not been fired at a high temperature.

T'iles.—Flat tiles recovered measured as follows *—

(1) 12} x 63" (3) 103" x 53"
(2) 123" x 53" (4) 93" x 43"

Stone Pillurs.—The whole pillar at the South-east corner of the inner structure
measured—

107-7" height x 93"x 6"

A shelter for the Samddhi statue at Anuradhapura was a long felt need, but
though the department made several proposals for one, none has so far tound.
acceptance. The earlier plans for a shelter were made without an examination of
the site, but in 1959 the department decided that plans tor a shelter to the statue
should conform to the ancient structure at the site.
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In 1960, a board consisting ot Professor S. Paranavitana, Mr. H. R. Premaratna,
Director of Public Works, Mr. N. P. Wijeratna, Government Agent, Anuradhapura,
Mr. K. P. Dissanayake, Special Commissioner, Anuradhapura, Ven'ble Halmillive
Révata Nayaka Théra, Chiet of the Atamasthina and the Arch®ological Com-
missioner, rejected the previous plans for a shelter and asked the Archmological
Commissioner to prepare one with the advice of the Director ot Public Works.
A plan was accordingly prepared and submitted along with a model. This was
turned down by the Permanent Secretary to the Ministry of Education to whom
it was submitted as at the time the department was grouped under that Ministry.
The Permanent Secretary requested the Chief Architect to submit a new plan.
This plan too did not find approval.

When the department once more came under the Ministry of Industries, Home
and Cultural Affairs, the present Minister, Hon’ble Mr. Maithripala Senanayeks,
summoned & committee consisting of all the members ot the board referred to above
along with Mr. N. Gunaratna, Town Planner, Mr. A. N. S. Kulasinghe, Chief
Assistant Harbour Engineer, Colombo Port Corporation, Mr. Justin Samarasekera,
Chief Architect, P. W. D. and Mr. J. D. A. Perera the well known artist. This
Committee decided on the plan of a structure 50’ X 50’ to cover the whole area
of the ancient wihdragé. When new plans with specifications, ete., were submitted
to the Hon'ble Minister of Industries, Home and Cultural Affairs he felt that those
were unsuitable and directed the experts to revert to the plan which was earlier
discarded by the Permanent Secretary to the Minister of Education. (Plan
No. III).

The public will therefore understand the delay in the work of erecting a shelter
for the statue. The matter has taken a good deal ot the department’s time for the
Preparation ot a large number of plans and specifications.

SOUTH GATE OF ANCIENT INNER CITY.—With the object of obtaining
more intormation about the ancient tortifications of Anuradhapura the department
commenced an excavation at the South gate of the city. This section of city falls
within land belonging to Mr. Sirimevan Godage, Member ot Parliament for
Anuradhapura. As has been already stated, Mr. Godage allowed the department
to begin investigations before formal acquisition could be effected. Excavations
at this spot commenced at 3.00 p.m. on Friday, 9th September, 1960. The first
sods here were cut by the Hon’ble Maitripala Senanayeke, Minister of Industries,
Home and Cultural Affairs, the Hon’ble Badiuddin Muhammud, Minister of
Education and Broadcasting, the Hon’ble T. B. Ilangaratne, Minister ot Commerce,
Trade, Food and Shipping and some leading government officials.

Through the South gate of the inner city and at right angles to the rampart run
the remains of an ancient street, 57 feet in breadth. It is here that the excavation
was conducted. The excavation was done in three stages. The first was the
excavation for exposing the construction of the actual South gate, the second was
to investigate the structure of the rampart and the third was for the investigation
of the ancient street. Two trenches at right angles to each other, one from Eart to
West and the other North to South were cut at the gate site. The first trench met
the protective walls built on either side of the gateway—the other cut across a
structure, 24 feet X 16 feet, in the manner of a watching post. Of this, only the
stone foundation and parts of the brickwork remain. Broken flat tiles and clay
pinnacles found here indicate that this was a tiled structure. From within the
bounds ot this structure were recovered an iron object resembling the handle of a
sword and a rectangular stone used for the grinding of tools.

This structure situated in the centre of the opening of the gateway, divides the
entrance into two. This was obviously a watehing post and one could visualize
how an official placed at this point checked all passing vehicles and pedestrians.

It is proposed to dig further down at this spot to carry forward the investigations.

’
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A trench was opened at a point where the rampart has the maximum height
indicating a point where it has not suffered damage. (See Plan No. IV). The trench
extended from the private approach road to the residence of Mr. Godage
(hereafter referred to as the private road) in the north to the [rrigation Channel
in the South. Sixteen feet south of the private road was a line of granite stones.
Twelve feet further away were two layers of granites. Covered by the earth which
filled the space between these two sets of stones were found several odd slabs of
stone. This seems to indicate that at each of these two places there was a structure
of some courses of stone slabs. Flat pillars were found fallen at 7 ft. 11 in., 8 ft. 9 in.,
9 ft., 9 ft. 4 in., 11 ft. 5 in., 13 fb. 3 in. and at 17 ft. below surface level. These may
be the remnants of a structure built to reinforce the rampart at certain points.

The rampart is made entirely of filled earth although in places brick bats were
found in profusion. On the evidence of this excavation it mdy be concluded that
this rampart is an earthwork. On the southern side, 35 ft. north of the irrigation
channel a brick construction of six courses, 203" in height, was encountered.
On top of this was found & line of granite slabs which at once gave the impression
of being the cover slabs of a channel. An examination justified the first impression
and the brickwork turned out to be a brick-paved channel of the same type as at
Tissarama. The two bottom tiers of the brickwork constitute the foundation,
and the others form the sides of the channel. The thickness of its sides was only
that of one brick. The foundation was laid on a layer of yellowish sandy soil which
obviously is a filling. The cover-slabs were fixed with clay here as at Tissarama.
The channel through the rampart has two courses of the foundation projecting
to a distance of five inches outside the limits of the channel, unlike in the case of
the channel at Tissarama.

The channel is 93" broad and 133" deep. The distance from surface ground level
to the top of the channel is 13 ft.

This is the first instance a channel piercing a rampart has been found. The source
of the channel may perhaps turn out to be the Abhayaviva (Basawakkulama)—
in which case it could possibly be the vital artery which brought a hidden supply
of water into the city in times of siege.

The irrigation channel at this point may be taken as more or less following the
path of the ancient moat and the brick channel on the rampart is parallel to and
35 ft. away from it. The excavation could not be pursued southwards as the
irrigation channel and the macadamized road stand in the way. Hence it was not
possible to trace the plan of the ancient moat.

At a depth of 14 ft. below the surface level, 58 ft. north of the irrigation channel
or 23 ft. north of the ancient brick-built channel is a brickwork consisting of
3 courses, 10} ft. high and 28 in. broad. A brick from this structure measured
104" X 93" X 2}4". Between the ancient built channel and this brickwork the soil
is of a very dark hue. Traces of a weathered brick-construction were met with at
a depth of 15 5. from surface level,

The rampart is made of rammed earth. At its centre and 10 ft. 3 in. apart from
each other were two lines of stones laid flat, obviously to strengthen the rampart.
The outer face of the rampart has been tampered with in the construction of the
irrigation channel and its inner face in making the private road, so that the absence
of evidence does not necessarily preclude the possibility of the rampart having
been brick-faced at least at the bottom.

A trench 122 ft. long and 6 ft. broad, running east-west was dug for the examina-
tion of the ancient street and the ground on either side of it. (See Plan No. IV).
On the eastern fringe of the road the outer rampart was met with. This is 3 ft. 4 in.
thick-and had flat slabs of granite spread on top of it. The inner rampart 5 ft. 7in
in thickness, on top of which too granite slabs were spread, is 10 ft. 5 in. away
from the outer rampart.
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Further investigations have to be made at this site at a future date.
Finds
. A find resembling the handle of a sword.
A stone with pedestal, used for whetting tools or for purposes of grinding.
Pieces of crystal.
Clay pinnacles. .
. Fragments of blue glass bangles.
. Sherds with turquoise glaze, some glazed on the inside as well.
. A small green barrel-shaped bead.
. Sherds with black glaze. ¢
. Iron ferrule.
10. Heavily encrusted coin.
11. Large bead of dark brown paste.
12. Small beads of brown paste.
13. An iron nail.
14. A celadon bead.
15. Circular stone with large mortice.
16. The base of a clay betel-tray.
17. A piece of an iron nail.
18. An implement similar to an iron chisel.
19. A roulette sherd glazed on both sides.
20. Fragments of a white chinaware vessel.
21. The base of a white glazed vessel.
22. Beveral clay discs, and
23. Portion of the stem of a clay coconut oil lamp.

© 00 =1 S St i W0 ha

Conservation

KAPARARAMA.—The conservation of the ancient stone wall running south-
wards from the structure at the entrance of the Kaparadrdma complex, which was
under way, was continued this year. This wall was rebuilt to a length of 285 feet,
with a concrete backing. The height and breadth of wall are respectively 1 ft. 6 in.
and 4 ft. 7 in,

TISAVAVA.—A rubble wall was built at one of the ponds at Tisavava 8} ft.
long, and 4} ft. broad.

At the conjunction of ponds Nos. 1 and 2 a rubble paving 21’ X 1}’ was provided
in order to arrest the undermining of the partition wall at the point where the lock-
gate is provided.

Maintenance

The undergrowth between the two ancient stone bridges and from these to the
Vijayarama monastery was cleared.

Weeding was done in the reserves at Asdkaramaya, Kiribatvehera, Vijayarama
Pankuliya, Abhayagiri, Western Monasteries, Sacred bo-tree area, Gedigé areas—
North and South, Nakha-vehera, and Ranmasu-uyana—

¢ Pointing * was done at Séla-cbaityaya and ;Dakupudagiba.

MIHINTALE

Conservation
The Mihiidu-siya was rebuilt in strict conformity with the original work to the
following dimensiong :—

First pésiva—brickwork 104 tt. long 2% ft. broad and 3% 1t. high.
Second pésava—brickwork 114 ft. long 21 ft. broad and 3 ft. high.
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The dome was reconstructed in two places one 119 ft. long 2% to 3 ft. broad and
4 ft. high and the other 60 ft. long 2} ft. broad and 12 ft. high.

Ambhasthala-maeluva—The modern chaitya and the shed for an electricity plant
on the Maluva were removed.

Maintenance

Roads—All roads belonging to the department were repaired gravelled and
maintained. All reserves were properly maintained.

A new enclosure 216 ft. by 120 ft. with concrete posts and welded mesh was
provided for the deer reared in the reserve by the department.

POLONNARUWA
Conservation

The old walls of a Siva dévals excavated this year were conserved at Polonnaruwa,

The total length of walls involved was 150 ft. and the breadth 24 ft. The average
height of these walls was 2 ft,

Execavation

An area of about } acre was excavated to an average depth of 1 foot and the
walls of a Siva dévile (No. 5) were exposed.

The foll'owing is a brief description of this excavation and the very interesting
groups of icons and other finds recovered from same.

On the 10th of October, 1960, in the course of clearing the debris at the site of
the Siva-d&valé No. 5 for purposes of conservation, a bronze statuette of a female,
identified as goddess Sarasvati (1) was found between this shrine and Vishyu-
dévalé No. 4, the monument which is popularly known as the Nayipenavihdra,

“ the shrine of t_he Cobra-hood ”, from the mark of the hood of & cobra found in
the vimana of this shrine now fallen down.

A description of Siva-dévile No. 5 is given in the Report of the Archaeological
Survey, 1908 (published in 1913, as ““ Ceylon Sessional Papers ) pp. 4-7, followed
by a description of the Vishnu-dévilé which is adjacent to it.

Finds discovered at the time are given at page 17 of the same Report as
Appendix C, and illustrated in Plates XV, XVI, XVII, XVIII and IXX,

Further bronzes which came to light behind the ruins of Siva-dévals, No. 5 near
tbe spot where its massive brick wimana lies fallen down were reported, and on
the 19th of October, the day of the Dipdvali festival, Mr. N. H. R. Nalawangsa,
the photographer of the department, and the present writer began excavations
at the spot. There lay buried in a pit of about 5 feet by 3 feet and 3 feet deep from
the foundations of the dévile, purposely dug for burying, a group of bronzes
of exquisite workmanship. The statuettes were arranged in the order of their
precedence in the pantheon accepted at the period. The statues of Siva as Natarija,
halo (flames of fire) and pedestal found separately (2), and Somaskanda-murti
(dakti and son missing) halo and pedestal found separate (3) occupied the highest
place of honour. There was also next to these a statuette of Vishnu in Bhogasthana-
kamiirti, club (gad@) missing (4). The statuette of Natarija was prominently placed,
not yielding pride of place to any other. The tresses of hair of this statutette,
however, were not found. The ornaments from the ear-lobes were also gone,
In a position of attending on the male gods were the images of two goddesses,
one that of Parvati—the fakti of Siva (5) and the other also of Parvati, or possibly
of Lakshmi, the éaktt of Vishnu (6). In a position of paying homage to the gods
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were the statuettes of two sages (bhakia), one wearing a crown, indicating that he
was a royal sage (7). The other wears an ordinary head-dress (8). All statuettes
except one of the two sages (bhakia) have their pedestals. An earthen censer with
charcoal in it bore silent testimony of a last ritual accompanied with the burning
of incense. A sudaradana-chakra, sacred diseus of Vishau, was also among the
finds of the first day (9).

Soon after the discovery of the above statuettes, other finde were reported from
the same site. On the 26th of October, a number of small figures and other objects
were found in an earthen pot at a point 274 feet from the southern plinth of the
building. The finds in the pot were as follows (10) :

1. Statuettes (of bronze)
(i) Siva in Nataraja-mirti complete with halo, pedestal and tuft of hair,
(ii) Siva as Batuka-bhairava with dog behind,
(iii) Skandba (Sikhvidhana),
(iv) Balakrishna, dancing and poised on one leg,
(v-vi) Goddesses, standing,
(vii) Nandi,
2. Gancga (of stone),
3. Ganefa (of clay) in pieces,
4. Small objects all bronze, except i-ii, consisting of :
(iii) 2 Sivalinga (pedestal of one broken)—stone,
(iii-v) 3 Tripods,
(vi) 1 Incense-burner on a tripod,
(vii) Camphor-burner on a tripod,
{viii-ix) Bowl and lid,
(x) A ladle, and
{xi) A conch.

Near the pot was found separately the cup, handle and gtriker of a bell (11).

On the same day was also found 11 feet away from the building, on the same
gide, a bronze statuette of an emaciated female devotee, identified as Karaikkal
Ammaiyar (12).

On the 27th Oectober, a large bronze statuette of Ganeda, of exceptional beauty
and manifesting special characteristics, was found at a spot 18} feet west of the
dévals foundation and 2} feet below the ground (13).

On the 28th of November, the following objects were found at the spots indicated,
6 feet from the northern entrance to the temple : a bronze statutte of Vishnu with
club (gad@) (14) and a lampstand (16) ; 13} feet away from the northern entrance
a bell of bronze (16); and 33% feet away from the same entrance 2 lampstands
(17-18). :

The bronzes found at Polonnaruwa at the end of 1960, are some of the finest
ever found in Ceylon, or anywhere else ot least as far as the range of subjects
covered is concerned.

Bronze statuettes of Saivite dieties were found buried under similar circumstances
at Siva-devalé I in 1907 (Report of Archeological Survey, 1907) (““ Ceylon Sessional
Papers 7 1911, p. 36). Also for those found previously at the present site (Siva-
dévals, No. 5), and Siva-dévals, No. 6, in 1908, the reader may consult the 2eport
for 1908 pp. 17-18. (* Ceylon Sessional Papers " 1913).

4—7J. N. R 17187 (5/61).
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In the early report cited (““ Ceylon Sessional Paper ”, 1913, p. 36) Bell speaks of
the bronze images as “ doubtless cast in India . This may be true of some of the
smaller statuettes, but 2 close examination of the largest bronzes now found does
eompel one to revise the inference of Mr. Bell.

It is clear that the majority of the Hindu shrines and the sculpture connected
with them belong to the period of the Chola occupation of Ceylon between the
eleventh year of Mahinda V (A. C. 993) and the conquest of Polonnaruwa by
Vijayabahu I in A. C. 1070.

There is every likelihood that when the Cholians who brought the Sinhalese
people under subjection, began building shrines to worship their gods and started
making images of their dieties and saints, they employed Sinhalese artisans.
The building of Buddhist shrines, the making of Buddha images and the executing
of mural paintings at Buddhist temples had made the Sinhalese people experts in
architecture, sculpture and painting. These native craftsmen were employed by
the Chola conquerors for their works. The position would have been the same as
the employment of Sinhalese workmen for the building of churches by the Portu-
guese, the Dutch and the British.

The Hindu priests of Polonnaruwa who held the field for themselves for nearly
a century would have been taken unawares by the onrush of the victorious armies
of Vijayabahu. Despite the hasty disposal of the statuettes which the circums-
stances warranted, the devotees very probably relieved these statues of their
jewellery such as necklaces and ear ornaments obviously with a view to return
these to the statuettes when times were better. The last rite accompanied by
incense-burning and bell-ringing was but poor recompense for their despoilation
and hurried burial. These valuables may have fallen into the enemy’s hands when
the city fell or may still be lying buried elsewhere awaiting the pickaxe of the
archeeologist. :

A study of the finds shows that they belong to two of the groups of Trimiirti,
namely Vishnu and Siva, where the latter predominates. There is hut one
representation of the Brahma group, if the identification of the Find No. 1 as
Sarasvati is. correct. '

SAIVITE GROUP

1. Siva-natardja (Find No. 2).—When the statuette of Siva, 37 inches high was
placed on its pedestal and the ‘ halo” (Sanskrit: prabhd .—Tamil : tiruvasi) set
up, it reaches 552 inches in height. Even with its tuft of hair and ear ornaments
missing, this statuette is one of the finest of its class ever discovered. It is possible
that the tuft of hair wag among the finds of 1908, referred to above ; or it may yet be
lying buried somewhere, perhaps under the massive vimana of the shrine fallen close
by. We have referred to the ornaments in the preceding paragraphs. The facial
expressions of this Siva statuette,—as well as of the majority of the statuettes of
the present collection,—are distinct from their South Indian versions. The face
of the deformed dwarf (Sanskrit : Apasmara-purusa, Tamil : Musalakan) on which
the dancing Siva stands, bears a striking resemblance to the faces of dwarfs {gana)
at the vataddge of Polonnaruwa. The freeze of musicians on the pedestal of thig
image also admits of easy comparison’ with other similar groups found in Ceylon.
The small statuette of Siva-nataraja in collection No. 10, complete with halo and
pedestal, total height 5% inches, is also a piece of art exhibiting excellent workman-
ship.

2. Siva in Somaskandha-marti (Find No. 3).—Height of statuette including leg is
21 inches ; pedestal found separately : height 163 inches, length 26 inches, breadth
13} inches, halo 252 inches high. The Sakti and Kumara are missing. There are
striking peculiarities when compared with other statuettes of Siva in this miirti,
for example, the bronze from Trincomalee (4. 8. C. Report 1950) or examples given
in works on Indian Iconography, have their left leg poised up. The present one
has the right leg in this position. The facial features and the proportions of various
limbs ot the figure have been most wonderfully shown.

.
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3. Swa as Batuka-bhairava.—In collection No. 10, there was also a statuerte of
Siva as youthful Bhairava, with a dog behind. Height of statuette 43 inches,
complete height with pedestal 58 inches. The characteristics of the god are
different from those described in Indian treatises on iconography. On the whole,
the figure is less fearful and gruesome when compared with the Indian examples.
(Plates I (a) and (b)). :

4. The two larger statuettes of goddesses are tentatively taken to be those of
Parvati, the sakts of Siva.

The larger and more graceful of these two is Parvati as Sivakamasundari (Find
No. 5). The height of the statuctte is 31} inches, and height with pedestal is 38 inches.
In certain respects the drapery has a resemblance to that of the so-called statue
of Parakramabahu at Polonnaruwa, and the bronze statue of Tara (?) now at the
British Museurn. The next largest statuette of a goddess 26} inches high, and
32} with pedestal is find No. 6. This figure differs from the previous one in the
proportions of limbs, drapery and features,—both of face and of body. The bloated
face, short neck and huge breasts of Find No. 6 stand in striking contrast to the

charming face, long neck and breasts of natural size of Find No. 5. (Plate IT
and III).

5. Both sons of Siva are represented in the finds. In collection No. 10, there
was a figure of Sikhivahana (Skandha) riding his peacock which in turn stands on
a pedestal. The complete height with the pedestal is 4 i inches. The figure has
rne head and four hands, as against the six heads and twelve hands of
Mahé&sena. (Plate IV).

There were three small statuettes of goddesses in the same collection. The finest
of these is the figure standing on a lotus pedestal, height 3 § inches (complete height
43 inches). The other standing figure, 4 inches in height, standing on a double
pedestal (complete height 5 4 inches) does not show such delicacy of execution
as the one described previously. In the same collection is a seafed figure of a
goddess in lalit@sana, complete height 28 inches. Two of these statuettos may be
representations of Mahavalli and Devasens, consorts of Sik.hivﬁhana., and the
other a figure of Parvati accompanying the Siva-Nataraja. (Plates V, VI and VII),

The statuette of Ganesa on lotus pedestal (Find No. 13) is about the finest image
of the god so far known anywhere in the world. Height 23 inches ; complete height
with pedestal 32 inches. The god holds in his front left hand a mango fruit as
described in Sinhalese mythology. (Plate VIII).

In collection 10 there was also a small figure of Ganesa made of stone. Height
2 inches. There was also a mutilated figure of the same deity in clay.

6. There are also figures of three devotees (bhakia) of Siva, two male and one
female.

One of the male figures is in royal attire (Find No. 7). Height 264 inches. It is
on a lotus pedestal 3% inches in height. The bhakta is identified as Chande$vara (2).

The other bhakia stands on a low pedestal of } inch. He has no headgear. The
height, of the figure is 19} inches (Find No. 8). The figure is identified as
Sundsramiirti-svami.

The third, namely, the female bhakta is clearly the emaciated figure of
Karaikkal-Ammaiyar. The height of this squatting statuette, With no pedestal is
10% inches. (Find No. 12).

7. In collection 10, were two phallic symbols of Siva (Sz'wliriga) made of stonel
provided with tirthakam (one broken). The total height of one is 3 inches and the
other 2% inches.

In collection 10, there was also a figure of the sacred bull (Nandi), with a bell
tied to his neck. The height of figure is 13 inches.

The two bells (Finds Nos. 11 and 16) 10 inches and 12} inches in height resnectively
also have the daiva symbol of the trident (trisale) on their handles.
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VAISHNAVA FIGURES

8. This group is also fairly well represented. Find No. 4 ig a figure of Vishnu
in Bhogasthana-miirti, on lotus pedestals. Height of figure 24 inches ; height with
pedestal 304 inches. The gadd in the front left hand is missing.

Find No. 14 is also a representation of Vishnu in the same mdarti. The figure is
193 inches in height. It has only a simple low pedestal # inches only bigh. The
front left hand rests on the gad@. The style of drapery is different from find,

No. 4. The kirita (crown) and the ornaments show also separate characteristics
of style. (Plate 1X (@) and (6) ).

9. In collection No. 10, was a ﬁgu_rine of Bialakrishna in dancing pose poised on
one leg. Height of figure 3 § inches, height with pedestal 4 f inches. This
statuette with its jetamakuia a,nd mukld paéta and other ornaments shows excellent
workmanship.

10. The Sudarsana-chakra (Asura destroying diseus), of Vishnu (Find No. 9)
also belongs to this group. Its total height is 182 inches, and stands on two lions ().

BRAHMA GROUP

11. The only representative of this group is Find No. 1, if its identification as
Sarasvatl, the consort of Mahabrabma, is correct. Saravastiis the goddess of learning
and speech and is said to have a parrot in her hand in Sinhalese literature (etaram
pasifidu sarasavi-deviya ata viisi, Girgsandésuya, verse 3). No similar figure of
8arasvati has been published from elsewhere. (Plate X).

GENERAL
12. Other finds are as follows :—

(i) A conch ; 8} inches long.

(li-iv) Three camphor burners, one with stand 29 inches hlgh other two 24}
inches and 18} inches respectively.

(v) A ladle, 153 inches long.
(vi-viii) Three tripods, 1 %, 13, 1§ inches high respectively.
(ix-x) Two bowls, diameter 3% and 3 inches respectively.
(xi) Camphor-burner on tripod 2 § inches high.

(xii) Camphor burner on tripod, top missing, remainder 2 inches high. There
are eight petals, perhaps to represent the eight planets. (Réhu and Ketu
taken as one).

(A full study of these finds, with illustrations, prepared by the Archmological
Commissioner will be published elsewhere).

Maintenance.—All monuments were weeded and pointed where necessary,

Roads, Footpaths—New footpaths were' constructed for the convenience of
pilgrims from Rankot-vihara to Manikvebera via the stone pond which lies midway.
Another footpath was provided from the newly excavated Sive dévile *o the stone

pond. All roads and footpaths belonging to the department were kept in good
repair during the year.

SIGIRIYA
Excavation

The ancient path referred to in last year’s report was further excavated during
this year.
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The following finds have been collected from Sigiriya—

1. A spear head from the moat of the South pavilion in the * Pleasure Garden ",

2. A pot alongside the main path. ’ y

3. Three pots smaller than find (2) above at same find spot but slightly above
its position. .

. Iron hinge 2% ft. long in passage leading to cave No. 6.

5. Thirteen iron nails 8 in. to 1 ft. 10 in. in length at lion’s pleteau.

Y

Conservation

The conservation of the ancient path was continued. This involved the re-laying
of 80 lime stone steps, the reconstruction of 44 steps in brick and the dismantling
and rebuilding of 45.56 cubes of brickwork.

Roads.—The new road from near Ramakile dagiba to the western gate was
constructed to a distance of about 3th of a mile. The clearing of jungle, felling
of trees and removal of tree stumps have been done to a further length of }th
of a mile.

The circular road which runs round the rock of Sigiriya, outside the moat was
repaired and gravelled.

Maintenance

The pleasure garden area, the western base of the rock, the road reserve of the
circular road, and the reservation of the so-called Ramakéle area were cleared of
weeds.

The brickwork of the structure on the Pleasure Garden area and the summit
was weeded and all roads and footpaths were maintained.

MANIKDENA

In 1960 work was started*at Minikdena a site near Atabafidiviiva in North Matale,

Before work was started on the road referred tc in last year’s report, huts were
congtructed for the workmen.

The jungle was cleared and stumps removed to a length of more than half a mile
and a 20 ft. jeepable road with culverts was made connecting the ruins to the
Dekifida Amuna on Viilamitiyava Read.

A person who goes along this road would first meet the vataddgé and the stipa
in front of it. About 25 yards to the South of the $tipa is a building with large stone
pillars. There are the ruins of a structure with stone revetments a further 100 yards
to the south. :

All the ruins were cleared of vegetation and provided with footpaths. Excava-
tions at the vafadd@gé were commenced at end of the year (Plate XI).

YAPAHUWA
Execavations

Excovations for the counservation of the Ornamental Gateway at Yapahuwa
were continued during the year. The retaining walls of the uppermost terrace have
been exposed to a distance of 40 ft. on both sides.

The remains of a building measuring 40’ X 58’ opposite the foot of the flight
of steps leading to the Ornamental Gateway, were excavated and the stonework
dismantled. .

The retaining wall of the inner moat was excavated from the pansala side to a
distance of 198 ft. and the ground levelled up. It is now ready for conservation.
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Several trial pits and trenches were dug in order to find out—

(2) The ancient road leading from the eastern entrance.
(b) The ancient construction of the inner-moat.

Conservation.—The building opposite the foot of the flight of steps of the Orna-
mental Gateway, was conserved on the eastern and southern sides. Foundations
were laid on yet another side of the building.

There is a wikdragé containing work of the Kandyan period at Yapahuwa.
A wall of this vihdrage and its fight of steps which collapsed during the 1957 floods,
were rebuilt. Water which flowed on to the roof from the bonlders above it, was
seeping into the wikarage. This flow was arrested by building a drain on the rock
above the vikarage.

The conservation of the Ornamental Gateway was undertaken during the year.
The preliminaries such as erection of scaffoldings, removal of debris and dismantling
part of the structure took about three months and the conservation proper was
started in April.

The following description of the conservation work done here is adapted from
a report by Mr. Roland Silva, Assistant Commissioner (Architect)

“The outermost structure was a decorative wall which had been conserved by
the Public Works Department in 1886. They had used a cement mortar rather
lavichly in binding the structure together. The absence of such mortar in the
bottom-most row of dressed stones and in the foundation was conspicuous. As
such this lower portion perhaps belonged to the ancient work. The dressed stones
have been laid on a rubble foundation in which some amount of lime mortar had
been used. The bottom row of the dretsed stones wes fitted into a cut in the bed
rock. As such some of the stones have been purposely made to fit into position.
The dressed stones have been keyed into the bed rock by a continuous groove
running along the outer edge of it. Thus the level and the position of the bottom-
most row of the outer decorative wall are clearly established.

- Immediately bebind the decorative wall was a partially fallen structural wall
conristing of 36 very heavy rough cut stones in nine rows built in clay mortar.
Each successive course in this wall was recessed about 4” from the one immediately
below. Apparently this wall had fallen at & time previous to the decorative wall
being repaired by the Public Works Department in 1886, but the engineers who
repaired the outer decorative wall do not appear to have appreciated the need
for conserving this structural wall. This was perhaps why the decorative wall
collapsed within such a short space of time. The structural wall has been built on
a rammed earth foundation due to the unevenness of the bed rock. The foundation
touches the bed rock only at a few points. The bed rock referred to above is in
fact a natural boulder of very large dimensions. The structural problems pertaining
to the foundation of the stairway had increased due to the boulder having a
continuous fissure with an average hreadth of 2} ft. It was in this cavity of the
boulder that most of the pottery was found.

Behind the two walls mentioned already was a 3rd wall of dressed stones the
chiselling and the texture of the stones in which were well preserved. (Plan
No. V). There had been some amount of lime mortar used in the joints. This wall’
as in the case of the structural wall was only partially intact. The workmanship
is quite exquisite and the stones well chiselled when compared to the outer decorative
walls. This inner decorative wall meets the porch which is at the top of the stairway
at a very definite line of projecting stone notches. From this evidence it is quite
clear that this decorative wall was actually the original line of the wall of the
stairway in relation to the porch. On the other hand there is no such provision
for joining the porch with the outer decorative wall, Neither is there any joining
system Fetween the structural wall and the porch.
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The inner decorative wall is absolutely perpendicular, The line of this inner wall
coincides with the edge of the steps and as such the sheer drop at the meeting point
with the porch is 24 feet. This is perhaps the reason for the structural instability
of this wall and the subsequent need for the structural wall. The bottom row of
the decorative wall was on rammed earth. This wall touches the bed rock at three
points as in the case of the structural wall. A clear set of cracks running along the
inner decorative wall indicates a certain amount of settlement. As the cavity of
the bed rock boulder runs perpendicular to the 3 walls the problems of settlement
seems to have been common to all three of them but the settlement on the inner
decorative wall is so marked that some structural reinforcement seemed imminent.

Pots with organic offerings seem to have been consciously placed in the cavity
of the rock boulder. A few pieces of pottery from behind the inner decorative wall have
been found although this wall was not removed. This pottery slipped down from
behind the inner decorative wall when the cavity underneath the outer decorative
wall and the structural wall was being cleanéd of the earth. The inner decorative
wall was not removed and one is uncertain of what would be behind it. A scientific
investigation will have to be made at a later date when the area underneath the
flight of steps is searched.

The outer decorative wall on the right hand side had completely collapsed making
up a jumbled heap of stones. The selection of the stones and conservation of this
wall are now in progress. This is by no means an easy task as each stone has to be
individually selected and tried in position before setting together.

Theése stones of the structural wall were numbered, removed and reset in position
in cement mortar. In the conservation the space between the inner decorative

wall and the -tructural wall was filled with clay and rubble except where the
" mnspection chamber oceurs. This work is now complete.

‘The work on the outer decorative wall is continuing slowly as mentioned earlier.
Photographs taken before the wall collapsed and drawings made of the portion
now intact are used in the selection of the stones of the collapsed section.

The conservation of the outer decorative wall is done with a backing of 3 inches
of cement concrete. The rest of the space between this wall and the structural
wall which is about 18" will be backed with rubble in lime mortar.

An inspection chamber has been provided to view the structural wall and the
inner decorative wall both of which would be hidden from view after conservation.”

This description of the work done at Yapahuwa would not be complete without

a reference to the kind co-operation and encouragement given to the department’s

officers by the Ven’ble Sri Sobhita Kandubadagama Sri Seelananda Nayaka Thero
. to whom the department expresses its gratitude.

' Maintenanee

The roads and the departmental reservations at Yapahuwa were kept in good
repair during the year.

MADIRIGIRIYA

No excavation or conservation work was undertaken during the year ab
Madirigiriya.

All the ancient structures in the reserves were weeded and footpaths leading
to them as well as the portion of the Y6da Ala-Midirigiriya road which helongs to
the department were maintained.
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PANDUVASNUVARA

At this station too no excavation or conservation was done during the yeer.
The monuments were kept clean and free of weeds. The washaways on the

departmental road round the moat wers filled up and a culvert 29 ft. x 5} ft. was
constructed on the eastern side of this road.

The Overseer’s quarters at Pafiduvasnuvara which was within the citadel
was demolished some time ago owing to the unsuitability of the site. The Circuit
Bungalow at this station was thereafter being used for some time as the Overseer’s
quarters. This arrangement was found unsatisfactory and a new building was pub
up, fairly well away from the ruins, to serve as the Overseer’s quarters.

PERIYAKULAM (VELGAM-VEHERA)

A further } mile of the newly demarcated road connecting Periyakulam to the
anuradhapura-Trincomalee road was constructed during the year.

A line of ten temporary huts for labourers each 10’ X 20’ was constructed this
year.

Except for the maintenance, no work has been done this year on the monuments.

TIRIYAI

Four line rooms for the labourers and a house for the Overseer were constructed
for the commencement of work at this station.

A small section at the foot of the flight of steps leading to the Vatadage at
Tiriyai was conserved during the year. Some of the stone steps and the stones of
the balustrades were recovered from the pond below, and the work was arduous
despite the fact that chain-blocks were used for lifting the stones. The work had
2 be suspended after about 3 months owing to shortage of funds.

RAJANGANE

Steps were taken this year to create a permanent worksite at Rajangans. The reserve
was cleared and a start was made for the construction of huts for the workmen.
The image house and ruins here which though excavated earlier were found buried
and had therefore to be re-exposed.

Conservation plans were prepared for the unique Vafaddgé at this site (Plate XII).

TISSA

The foundations at Galkanu-Mandiya and the octagonal pillar at Akurugoda

which were previously excavated were re-exposed as these were found buried once
more,

: DADIGAMA
Execavations

By the year 1950, when the excavations at the site then called Kotavehera, at
Déadigama were drawing to a close, it was clear from the evidence that the stupa
then exposed was the Sitighara Chétiya built by Parakrama Bahu the Great

(1153-1186 A. C.), reference to which is made as follows in the Culavamsa LXXIX
v. 62,

sake siitigharatthine so siitigharacetiyam
punkhagimamhi karesi visam hatthasatuggatam
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Reference to Codrington’s first hypothstical identification of this stéipa and the
evidence which led to its confirmatior was made in the Administration Report of
the Archaological Department for 1450. Further details of the work at this stipa
appear in the Administration Reports, 1952 and 1954,

Later in the course of the conservation of this stépa it was found that a much
smaller stiipa, was covered by it, on its eastern fringe (Plate XIII). The department
undertook the excavation of this small stapa in July 1960. It was found that the
plane on which the small stéipa begins is lower than that of the big stipa. The results
of the department’s investigations are given below :—

The diameter of the small stdpa at base, at the present level, is 26'*. The bage
moulding of this stipa extends below the level of the maluva of the larger stipa.
At the level of the maluva of the larger stipa the diameter of the smsller is 26’
The bricks of the small stipae are of the same size as those of the big stiipa but the
mouldings of the two differ.

During the course of the excavation of the small stipa, at a beight of 15’, was
found a small chamber in the centre. This chamber was investigated on 13.7.60
The sides of this chamber were on the cardinal points, It was 1°x 1‘and 1’ 37
indepth. The chamber was brick faced and covered with a stone slab of irregular
dimensions and about 24" in thickness. The brick paving of this chamber was raised
by 3" along the western wall. On this raised portion was placed a sedant Buddha
statue made of gold foil height 33”; breadth at legs 33" and breadth at shoulders 2",
This statue faced the East. Opposite the statue was a small, crysts] replica of a
stiipa height 11" and diameter at base $”. In line with these, ncar the East wall of
this chamber was a bronze coconut-oil lamp, height 1" 2”; diameter at base 53",
As excavations proceeded further down, at a height of 12’ 6” was found a circular
brick paving 4’ in diameter. Further down at a height of 11’ 3" apother circulsr
brick paving was encountered. The soil in the st@pa was reddish upto a point, but,
turned to a blacker hue at 13" 3",

At 11’ were three granite stabs (1) 4'.7" X 1'.6” (2) 4'.5” X 1’5" and (3) 4'.6" % 97,
having an average thickness of about 6”. Beneath these stone slabs was a relic
chamber the brick faced sides of which, were more or less parallel to the diagonals
of the smaller chamber referred to earlier. This chamber (Plate XIV and XYV)
was investigated by the department on 22.8.60. It was 3'.3" x 3’4" and itg
height 3°.5". The bottom of this chamber was at a height of 5. On esch side
of this chamber and 1.7" from its bottom was a niche 9" X 9” and 7" in depth.
At the bottom was a thin layer of river sand. Roughly in the centre of the
chamber was a wide brimmed clay vessel (Ndmbiliya type) 16" diameter 5
depth inside, with three sets of intersecting straight lines incised on its inside.
Most of these sets of lines have four lines each. For the most part the lines in each
set are parallel, three of them being close together and one further apart, most
probably drawn with four pieces of ekel held together in the hand. Two of these
sets of lines crossed to form a rhomboid pattern and the third set runs cutting the
rhomboids generally at the obtuse angles. This vessel has traces of a red paint at its
brim, and shows signs of having been kept on a fire. It was found filled with earth
which when carefully removed yielded the following :—

(1) A crystal replica of a stipa beight 13" ; diameter at base 11/16”. A gold
band runs round its third pésava and another at the hatards kotuva ;

(2) Two fragments of a seated Buddha statue in dhydni mudrd, the outer shel
of which is of some material approximating in colour to that of bronze
This statue had originally been filled in with paste, tome of which is
still retained in the fragments—
(i) The larger fragment measures 2§" between knees and hasa height of 2"

(i) The separated head is 1” in breadth and §” in height.

* The vertical measurements unless otherwise stated, are the upward measure.-
ments from the level of the maluve of the big stipa.
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' The disposition of these fragments of the statue indicated that some
earth had been in the vessel by the time these fragments found their
wey there.

(8) A small gold siraspota of a statuette, with three wavy prongs rising from
a gem studded base. The semi-precious stone set in this siraspoia is
transparent.

Almost touching this vessel and to the North-west of same was a brimless clay
bowl very much wasted at its edge, diameter 74" internal depth 3”. This also shows
signs of having been kept on a fire.-

At the four corners of the chamber were four bronze lamps each about a foot
away from the closest corner, of heights ranging from 17{7 to 193" and base
diameters ranging from 64" to 7§". Two of these had broken at the point where |
the stem of the lamp joins its base and a third had a welded portion separated at
3" from the top. The unbroken lamp and two of the broken ones were in position.
The fourth one broken at the point where the stem joins the base which was at the.
gouth-west corner, had its upper portion tilting against the corner of the chamber.

In each of the niches referred to above was a seated Buddha statue of gold foil
in dhaydani mudrg. The particulars of the statues in the various niches are as-
follows :—

South-west niche

With gold siraspota of three wavy prongs rising from a red gem at the middle
of its base. -

Height exclusive of siraspota 2}".

Breadth at legs 187, breadth at shoulders 1 "

Length of siraspota 3",

North-east niche
With small flat spatulate gold siraspota.
Height exclusive of siraspota 23"
Breadth at shoulders 14",
Breadth at legs 13"
Length of siraspota f;".

North-west niche

No siraspota, but slight protuberence at top of head.
Height 21",

Breadth at legs 23".

Breadth at shoulders 13",

South-east niche
Only this statue was placed on a bronze pedestal 3" long, 23" broad and 2" high.
Part of the paste with which the statuc was originally filled is sticking on to
this pedestal.

This statue appears to have had a siraspota originally, which is now missing.

Dimensions of statue are :—
Height 2 %",
Breadth across legs 21",
Breadth across shoulders 12",

The earth from the niches yielded some semi-precious stones and the earth from
the chamber carefully sieved yielded some semi-precious stones, minute fragments.
of gold aud a flat rosette of gold §” diameter.
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On 11th Oc:tobef, 1960, was commenced a further excavation of the smaller
stipa with a view to exposing the third relic chamber. (Plate XVI}.

At a depth of 17.6” below the floor level of the second relic chamber exposed
earlier, was revealed the coveling slabs of the third relic chamber. The previous
excavation had to be extended to a length of about 3'.0” to the North to give more
working space for the men who were at the job. There were six rough cut granite
slabs, with measurements as shown below. The thickness of each of these slabn
was about 1'.0".

1. 3'.2° x 9%’
2, 42" x 9
3. 6.3" x 91"
4, 68" x 12"
5. 4'.3" x 10
6. 3.10" x 1'.3"

These slabs covered the relic. chamber and were placed in the directivn
north-east to south-west. The four corners of the relic chamber were facing the
cardinal points, similar to the one which was exposed earlier. In plan, the relic
chamber was 3'.6” square, and the height at the bottom of the sides waz 3'.3"
The floor of this chamber was not level being convex in form, the height at the
centre was 2,117,

The relic chamber was opened up on the 14th October. There were two
clay lamp stands with clay lamps placed on them in the southern and western
LOTNErs.

On the eastern corner was a bronze pedestal lamp broken in two. There were
four iron {ridents in the four corners.

Also were found two clay vessels in a good state of preservation. The bigger one
was found to be 2°.8" from the northern corner and 1°.3” from the eastern. The
smaller vessel was 17.10” from the northern corner and 2.8" from the western.

On the floor of the relic chamber four bronze miniature cobras 11" in length were
discovered.

There was a small crystal karasiduva 11" in height in the shape of a miniature
dagaba in the centre of the chamber. On examination of the soil at the floor of the
chamber were found a silver-plated coin of Vijayabahu (10th century) and one
thousand two hundred and thirty-four—1,234 semi-precious stones.

There were four niches (one on each side measuring 8" X 77), each niche being
2'.0” above floor level of relic chamber and receding to a depth of 8”. These niches
were placed in the central vertical axis of each wall of the relic chamber. In each
of the niches were four gold-foil Buddha statuettes in samadhi attitude. These
statueties were very badly damaged as the core, probably of paste, had decomposed,

A ligt of the finds discovered from the third chamber of the smaller stapa at
Dadigama is given below : :
1. Buddha Images—Gold foil
(@) N. E. niche. Height of image .o 2174

Breadth across legs 2"
Breadth across shoulders .o 13
One prong most probably of the
siraspota, height S
(b) S. E. niche. Height of image 3L
Breadth across legs 24"
Breadth across shoulders 13"
Height of siraspoia 4"with a semi-precious stone
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(¢) N. W. niche. Height of image v 2E

Breadth across legs va 23

Breadth across shoulders s IS

Height of siraspota .. 2" with a semi-precious stone
(d) S. W. niche. Height of image g 2%

Breadth across legs cu o lgt

Breadth across shoulders 11"

siraspote with three prongs—heigh't. ﬁ

2. Clay lamp stands with lamps placed on them—2
Western corner of chamber

Height of clay lamp stand AR
Diameter at base v
Diameter at top of stand o 3
Diameter of clay lamp at brim .. 3§"
Height of lamp ST

Southern corner of chamber

Height of clay lamp stand .. log”
Diameter at base Jo.
Diameter on top of stand i
Diameter of clay lamp at brim .. 3§
Height of clay lamp wi 1Y

3. One bronze pedestal lamp at S. E. corner.

Height of lamp with base .. 183
Height of base .. 41
Diameter at base ol mit
Diameter of oil tray o T

4. Four iron tridents at the 4 corners of the chamber—length of each trident
is 1’ 7”. All the tridents are similar. The one found at the southern corner
is in bits.

5. Two clay vessels—

Diameter of small clay vessel at brim .. 71"
Height of small clay vessel at brim .. 47

Diameter of big clay vessel at brim - .. 83"
Height of big clay vessel .. b}

6. Four miniature bronze cobras (about 11" in height), a silver-plated coin
of Vijayabihu—I10th century, 1234 (one thousand two hundred and
thirty-four) semi-precious stones and twelve pieces of gold foil.
A miniature crystal reliquary in dagoba form with kot-kiralla having
a height of 11" on the South-western side.

Diameter of reliquary at base §".

Tt is not out of place to mention here that the chambers of the main stipa were
covered with stone slabs and stone pillars that had been earlier used for other
buildings. It is possible that to the South and West of the smaller dagoba there
were other buildings when the building of the larger stdpa was undertaken. These
buildirgs may have been broken down and remains from them, such as stone
pillars mentioned above, utilised in the construction of the new edifice.
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The Calavamsa definitely tells us that the Safighara Chetiya of Parakramabihu
the Great was 120 cubits hich. The small st@pz we find here is thus not the one
referred to in the chronicle. If the smaller stéipa had no bearing to the sitighara
(birth-chamber} of the king we have to visualize a time when a small stipa existed
very close to the house in which the king was born. The existence of a stipa so
close to a birth-chamber is very unlikely. If there had been on the site, a small
stiipa. which was unconnected to the event of the king’s birth, we would expect the
king to have built the Satighare Chetiya apart from the earlier st@pa. Its incorpora-
tion in the larger stiipe and the uniformity of the bricks in both seem to indicate
that the smaller stéipa marked the exact birth spot of the king and that it was builé
before he had the resources for building the larger one.

Conservation -

The conservation of Kotavehera—the larger stiipa at Didigama was continued
during the year. Conservation work at large monuments such as stupas, is
necessarily slow owing to the need to use the ancient material and to follow the
ancient pattern faithfully.

PROTECTED MONUMENTS

Of the monuments protected by the department the Kirivehera at Kataragama
received much attention from the department in 1961.

The work on Protected Monuments was, however, not confined to Kataragama
alone. Plans were prepared for the conservation of the shrines on pillars
(timpitavihdrd) at Dorabavila near Pafiduvasnuvara in Tissava Korale in Devamedi
hatpattuva, in the Kurunegala District, and Ambulugala-vihare in Galboda Korale
in the District of Kegalla. Preliminary work for the conservation of the shrine at
Dorabavila such as putting up of the protective roofs (puragsé) was over by the end
of the year.

Inspections with a view to conservation were made of the following monuments :—

Lankatilaka-vihira and dévile, and Ambikka-dévale at Udunuvara in the
District of Kandy, the Mahasaman-dévalé near Ratnapura.

An exploration of the area around the Nagadipa-rajamahaviharaya, Uraniya in
Badulla District, was also made and several remains of ancient buildings and
interesting pieces of sculpture including a moonstone of very ancient type were
noted. Inspection of the roofed-bridge at Bogoda in Badulla District was made
and preliminary work for the conservation of this unique monument was attended
to during the year.

Kataragama, Kirivehera

EXCAVATIONS

The excavations of the modern accretions on the summit of the dagoba, and on
the eastern and southern sections of the maluva of the Kirivehera at Kataragama,
begun in 1959 were continued during the year.

The removal of debris on the top of the dagoba and modern constructions thereon
brought to light a relic chamber of recent date (1912). The opening of this structure
was fixed for February 13th, Operations began in the presence of the then Prime
Minister, Mr. W. Dahanayake, a large number of bhikkhus including the resident
theras, the members of the Restoration SBociety, several public servants and the
general public. The presence of a large slab of stone on the southern sids of the
chamber from which direction the first attempts at investigation were ronducted
prevented the progress of the excavation.



G 86 CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS, 1960 [Part IV—EpUcATION,

On March 5th, a second attempt at opening this chamber from the western side
was made in the presence of the resident bhikkhu, the Basnayake Nilame of
Kataragama Maha-dévile and the Public Trustee. This atlempt was a success.
The finds in the chamber included Buddha statues, some of which were of Burmese
make. Ainong those present at the excavation was at least one person who had
witnessed the enshrinement of objects in this modern relic chamber. This was
Mr. T. R. Neris Appu, a former Village Headman, Among the finds was a large
number of Buddha statues in various postures and attitudes. Some were
images representing the Master seated under the Bodhi tree. There were also.
‘Bodhi trees separately, some of them in silver. The deposits in the chamber, though
modern, reminded one of the old traditions. The inclusion of bottles of oil and
scent was of course a departure from convention.

On the next day twelve niches discovered under the relic chamber were examined.

The majority of the finds in these were Buddha statues, several of them made in
Burma.

_ The construction of the relic-chamber and its adjuncts was the work of one
Siribaddana Upasaka who had collected subscriptions for the re-construction of
the Kirivehera even in distant Burma. The deposits were made in 1912.

The finds were handed to V. Ananda Thero, Resident Bhikkhu of the Kataragama
Kirivehera temple, and arrangements were made for their exhibition.

Since no further excavation on the dagoba was possible, excavations were conti-
nued on the eastern and southern sides of the maluva, in order to find the different

stages of its growth, so that the knowledge so gained may be utilized for the
re-construction of the history of the dagcha.

The excavation revealed six different phases of work at the maluva, that is, six
different periods of alteration or major repair, (Plan No. VI). The numbering
of the phases is begun from the latest phase which is encountered first,

Phase 1.—This is simultaneous with the construction of the new relic-chamhber
- excavated in March. At this phase no alterations to the majuva had been made.

Phase 2—During this phase the upper platform and the sand-strewn court.
(Valimaluva) have been made into one, ultimately making a maluva of 200 by 200 ft.
The outer parapet wall (prakara) of the Vilimaluvae has besn converted into a
retaining wall. Examination of the dagoba itself indicated that the existing dome
was constructed during this period. Tt was also learnt that bricks from the maluva
had been used in the repairs or the enlargement of the dagoba. The reason for

filling up the Vilimaluva up to the height of the platform (Udumaluva) may have
been the inability to maintain it.

Phase 3—Much alteration of the maluva, hence of the dagoba itself, was not
noticeable in this period. Tt is, however, seen that the ground surrounding the
vélimaluva, namely the outer-court or pitamaluva had got filled up to about 18
inches. This is clear from the fact that the concrete moonstone of this phase at the
foot of the flight of steps is about 18 inches higher than the similar moonstone of the
previous phase. The lower members of the flight of steps also have been adjusted
to suit the level of the new moonstone and the outer-court. The ‘guard houses’
n the lower-court at the corners of the platform may belong to this phase.

Phase 4, —The platform has been enlarged during this phase, a new flight of steps
has been constructed over that of the preceding phase, and a pair of new brick
balustrades had been built (Plate XVII). At this stage, the platform stands 10 feet
above the lower-court. To this phase belong the heavily moulded bricks of the
platforn:. Mixed with the lime plaster of this period are found broken sea-shells.
The impciing stucco mouldings of the platform belong te this phase. (Plate XVIIIL).
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Phase 5—The mouldings of the platform during this phase were of a simple
character. The ascent to the platform was through a flight of steps of stone flanked
by a pair of brick-made balustrades. The bricks of this period are carefully pre-
pared and well-baked. The lime-plaster contains river pebbles mixed in it.

Phase 6.—This is the earliest phase of the work at the dagoba so far known and
investigations here were in progress when the year ended.

Among finds at the excavation of the lower-court were :—

1. npieces of terra-cotia including the head of a deity.
2. figures of elephants in stone.

3. inscribed brick,

4. fragments of inscribed stone.

EXPLORATION AND INSPECTIONS

Systematic exploration, particularly with a view to re-starting the collection of
material for the preparation of the Monuments Register, a work which was in abe-
yance for a number of years, was re-commenced. Investigations were not confined
to any part of the Island, and every effort was made to cover as many sites as possible

where urgent inspections awaited. Below are brief notes on some of the ground
covered. '

Western Province

The archwological importance of the Western Province is seldom realized,
Colombo and the larger urban areas of the Province are normally associated only
with the activities of the western powers. The earlier historical associations of
Colombo and its environments are forgotten. The foreign visitor has today very
little time to stay out of a steamer or air-plane, nevertheless he is often anxious to
gather information about the history of the country, and is curious to see some old
siter and monuments, The department has begun putting together whatever in-

formation is available to prepare a Guide Book * On the archaology of Colombo
and its environs ", -

Steps were also taken to begin the inspection and exploration of all sites and
monuments in the Province. Among sites visited were Varana Pilikuttuva and
Kéragala. At Varana all the caves are renovated. Pilikuttuva has not yet
received so much attention from the devotee. Kiragala has been already
referred to in the last year’s Report. As it was thought that archaological
investigations may supplement the information about this ancient seat of learning,
steps were taken to make the site of the establishment a Protected Monument
under the provisions of the ¢ Antiquities Ordinance.”

Central Provinee
RAYITALAVA

Rayitaldva, a village in Matale District (Map ref. I 15/22), was visited in order
to ascertain whether an ancient tunnel (wmagé) about which some informant had
written to the department did in fact exist. Investigations have not given us any
evidence to the existence of such a tunnel.

GUNADAHA

Gunadaha is in Kandy District (Map ref. No. I 19/40) close to Galagedara
in Tumpané. A report received from the area said that some incisions were found
on a rock, and this was inspected in order to find out whether it was an inscription.
It was seen that the informant had taken for incisions what turned out to be natural
marks on the rock and fancied that he had discovered an inscription whicl was the
clue leading to a treasure trove of immense proportions.
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DEGALDORUVA : BO-TREE

Degaidoruva in Kandy District (map ref, No. I 25/14,15) is well known for the
mural paintings of its cave-temples. A bo-tree known as “ Kaluvadi-bodhiya »’
was inspected here in order to find out whether it has any important historical
significance. No evidence has so far been found to give the tree any such
importance,

DAMBARAVA: PITIYE DEVALE

A dévile dedicated to “Pitiye Deviyd” is situated in the Dambarava village, 13
miles north of Kundasilé Palace site (map ref. No.I 25/15). The building is
modern with a tiled roof, but the entrance doorway is from an old structure. Tt
ie a granite door-frame profusely carved on the lintel. There are three carved
moonstones belonging to the Kandy period. The stonework of the dévale, according
to tradition, was done on the orders of Sri Naréndrardjasimha of Kundasils who
experienced a miracle at this rpot on his way back to the Palace from a visit to the area.

KANDY : KEPPETTIPOLA BODHIYA

This is situated near the Kandy police barracks. A small area of land was set
apart and handed over to the department by the Government Agent, Kandy, in order
to preserve the tree as an historical monument.

HANDAGANAVA

During the course of widening the main irrigation channel in a settlement under
the Minipé colonization scheme (map ref. No. J 22/20) the labourers working under
the contractors of the Irrigation Department had excavated a site containing pot-
sherds, tiles and brickbats. 120 yards south of this site was a fairly large brick
mound probably the remains of a stéipa. Further surface investigations revealed
that in an area of about } acre, pieces of tile, potsherds and fragments of stone
pillars were to be found. ;

OTHER SITES

The Balana Fort, Gurudeniya, Simhapitiya and the Protected Monuments in,the
district were periodically inspected. The jungle in the Gurudeniya reserve was
cleared. The fence at Simhapitiya reserve was re-done and the undergrowth cleared
and burnt. A caretaker was appointed to look after the reserve and to keep it clean
as it is situated within the Urban limits of Gampola.

Southern Province
GANGATILAKAVIHARA

This is situated in Viravila Village in Magam Pattuva of Hambantota District
(map ref, No. P 13/13). A cireular brick mound and 11 stone pillar-stumps were
the only remains at the site. The remains were not considered very important
and the Government Agent, lambantota was requested to lease the land on the
usual terms applicable to the lease of Crown lands confaining ancient remains.

MALIGATANNA

Maligatinna 1s the name of a site in a privately-owned coconut estate situsted 13
miles north of Tangalle bazaar. A few old brickbats and pieces of flat tiles
were gaen in this land and on surface there was nothing of special interest in this site.
Howevrr, the site has been noted along with other ancient sgites in and
arounrd Tangalle.
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KIRINDA

There has been no settlement with regard to the Archeological Reserve at Kirinda.
Another important site in the locality was discovered during the course of an explo-
ration in the early part of the year. The most important discovery here was a
slab-inscription of &pa Mihifidu (see section on EPIGRAPHY). Action has been
taken to have this site declared an Archwmological Reserve.

OTHER SITES

The Archeeological Reserves in the province, namely Kushtarajagala at Viligama,
Galgé at Dondra, Ramba-vihira, and the two reserves at Tissa, Galkanumandiya
and Akurugoda were periodically inspected and maintained. The reserves at Tissa
received more attention. They were cleared and fenced, and notice boards were put
up at the sites.

Eastern Province

A brief excursion was made in the basin of Yan-oya in Trincomalee District, and
some ancient settlements noted for further exploration. Further investigations were
also made in the area around Tiriyai. It was brought to the notice of the department
that several ancicent sites in this province had been ruthlessly destroyed in recent
years.

A visit was paid to Amparai and the exhibition of the collection of antiquities at
the Secretariat was inspected. It was reported that some of the objects such as
the medicine trorigh noticed at an ancient hospital site near Dighavapi the previous
year (1959) had been destroyed by mischief makers.

Northern Provinee
TADDAMALAT

There is a site called Taddamalai or Muttaiyankattu about 4 miles from Oddus-
tddan at the 15th mile post on Mankulam-Mullaitiva road (map ref. A 20/29),
Here within the two to three acres of land fringing an old tank were noticed the
remains of old buildings, including balustrades of different types, guard stones and
monolithic pillars, one of which was as much as 10% feet in height. Inside the main
building wis a stone slab 15§ feet X 63 feet X 1 foot with carved sides (found in
three fragments). Nearby were two fragmentary lime-stone images one of & standing
Buddha and the other of a Bodhisattva. Brickbats, tiles and sherds which were
found scattered in the site pointed to its having been occupied for a long time. Action
is being taken to have this site declared an Archsological Reserve.

MAMADUVA

A collection of ferra-cotta figures was obtained from Mémaduva near Vavuniya.

URUTIRAPURAM

On information received from the District Revenue Officer, investigations were
made at a site containing ferra-cotfa figurines probably connected with a fertility
cult at Urutirapuram (map. ref. A 14/49). Some trial excavations were als. made.
A good collection of these objects was made, and the site has been noted fi r further
exploration.
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North-Western Provinee
POTTUVILLU

An ancient site at Pottuvillu village in Puttalam-pattu, Puttalam District (map
ref. ¥ 16/61,62) was inspected at the request of the local Sdsanamandalays. The
mandalaya sought a lease of the land containing the ruins in order to restore a dagoba
for religious purposes. The remains at the site were a circular brick mound dug in
the centre to a depth of about 12 feet by treasure hunters, and several stone pillar
stumps and & flower altar. The mound was 3 feet above ground level und was iden-
tified as the basement of a small dagoba. The remains on ground eppeared to be of
no special interest and the Government Agent of Puttalam was requested to lease
the land on the usual conditions applicable to the lease of Crown lands where ancient
remains are found. ¢

MURUKKUVATAVANA

On the outskirts of Murukkuvatavana, a remote village in Rajavanni-pattu,
Puttalam District (map ref. F 17/27,28), a fairly large rocky hill in the forest was
visited during the eourse of an inspection. There were circular brickmounds one
on the summit of this rock and the other on a lowerridge. Four stone flower altars
were found. The site is full of natural beauty, but the ancient remains have no
special archaological significance.

KONGASYAYA

Kongasyaya is a new settlement (map reference I 11/6) under a village expansion
scheme in Chilaw District. Mr. R. A. Jamis, one of the owners of an allotment in
- this scheme, along with a few others of the village had begun manufacturing engi-
neering bricks for local use, and as usual, in this area they selected the site of an ant-
hill close to a stream. They had reduced the ant-hill to ground level and dug further
down for the proper quality of clay, but they could not dig very deep. At about
2% feet below ground level an old masonry foundation obstructed their work. Abando-
ning their quest for clay, and with newly kindled enthusiasm they had traced the
masonry wall as far as they could within that day. On the following day, however,
the Divisional Revenue Officer interfered and stopped the unauthoriced excavation.
At the time of the inspection the exposed area was partly covered. The wall which
was uncovered is 2 feet thick and appears to be a part of a large curve. There were
no traces of any ancient remains of any kind on ground level in that vast new clearing.
Investigations therefore, have to be followed up. The site has been noted for sys-
tematical excavation.

MAHAGAMA

The ancient site at Mahagama in Chilaw District (map ref. I 11/53) was re-inspected.
The site appeared to be one of historical interest. It was found necessary to carry
out at least trial excavations in order to find out further information regarding the
monument and antiquities lying here below ground.

PANAVITIYA

Panavitiya ambalama was re-visited. This monument is in a very bad state
of preservation. At the time of the inspection the boss on the top of the roof-frame
was found to have snapped and the rafters dislodged. It was decided to con-
serve the ambalama as early as possible (Plate, XIX). By the end of the
year all mreliminary work was planned for the conservation of this building
(Plates AXa, XXb).
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KOTAGALA

Kotagala is a rock situated 3 miles from Narammala and 1} miles from the Na-
rammala-Kurunegala main road in the village of Miviiva. On the summit of this
rock some old brickbats were found. There were no other remains, and the site
was considered to be of no special interest to this department except for locating it in
the Monuments Register.

RAJAMAHA-VIHARA, ENNORUVA

This is situated in Ennoruva village in Darhbadeni-hatpattuva (map ref,
117/8), 2} miles away to the left at the 27th mile post on the Giriulla-Kurunegala
main road. There is a modern temple now, but in the vicinity of the dagoba a
granite pinnacle (kotkdrilla) and several architectural remains of an old building
were found. There are two shrine-rooms, one on the verge of collapse. It is cons.
tructed in the Kandyan style of architecture. The wooden posts supporting the
roof of this ramshackle building bave carvings on them. The entrance doorway is
profusely carved, but the wood.work is decayed. The statues and the paintings
on the walls appeared not to have been restored at anytime, but as the walls are
cracked and are threatening to collapse there is no way to preserve them. They
have been noted for copying. This building appeared to have been constructed in
the early British priod.

RAJAMAHAVIHARA, KANDEGEDARA

This is situated in Maha-araccimulla village (map reference I 18/52) of Dathbadeni-
hatpattuva, 4} miles away from Alawwa Railway Station on the Narammala road.
The pansala and the shrineroom are very modern. In the backyard of the shrine-
room some pits have been dug for planting coconut, and it was reported that in
one of these pits a Buddba statue was discovered. This statue is 6 feet high
and is of marble. The statue appears to be incomplete, no seulptural details
being noticed at present. The incumbent bhikkhu told the department that two
other statues of the same material were unearthed from the same area in 1930.
These are now kept in the shrine-room and are coated with plaster. In the earth
that had been dug out. pieces of old flat-tiles were to be seen. Two low rectangnlar
mounds in this area probably mark the sites of the foundations of bu ildings belonging
to the ancient Vihara. This site has been noted for further exploration when re-
sources of the department permit.

SATLAKARAMAYA, WARIYAPOLA

This is situated in Wariyapola village (map ref. I 19/17), one mile away from Wari-
yapola bazaar on the Chilaw road. It is a modern temple. The dagoba and the
shrine-rooms are situated on a hill beside the temple. Out of the two shrine-rooms,
one was very recently constructed, and the other was of the style of the late Kandy
period. In this building the entrance doorway and the wooden-pillars were carved,
but the carvings did not display any srtistic merit. The statues and the paintings
have been constantly repaired in recent times.

TALAMPITIYA

Arrangements were made for a trial excavation of the site at (Gana-aratbé, which
had been noted for acquisition for an Archwological Reserve.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESERVES

Archeological reserves at Arankils and Nillakgama were periodically
inspected and maintained satisfactorily according to the strength of the staff
available at cach of these places. The Nillakgama reserve was cleared aud the
barbed-wire fence re-done.
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North=Central Provinee
MAHANELUBAVA

A brief surface exploration and trial excavations were conducted at an ancient
site situated in a paddy-field at Mahanelubva in Nuvaragamkorale off Maharatmald
on the Anuradhapura-Kurunegala road (map ref. F 9/45). The site is a monastic
establishment about three miles south of the group of ruins in Anuradhapura now
knowr as Vessagiriya.

The exploration resulted in finding a number of mounds, which were found to
contain remains of ancient buildings. Parts of the retaining wall which enclosed
the buildings of what was evidently a monastic establishment were also visible.
Tt was decided to excavate four of the mounds. The trial excavations disclosed the
following results :— .

Mound No. 1.—This covered the remains of a building 23 ft. by 18 ft. 9 inches.
The entrance is to the south and is provided with a flight of four steps.
There are three rows of pillars running north and south, with three
pillars in each row. The plinth of the buildings is covered with cyma
recta mouldings.

Mound No. 2—This covered the remains of a building 21 ft. by 13 ft. There
are two rows of pillars, with four pillars in each. The plinth is of moul-
ded stone slabs.

Mound No. 3.—This covered the main building in the group which is in alignment
with building No. 1. The entrance of the building faces nerth. Within
the building is a slab of stone 14 ft. 3 ins. by 6 ft. 8 ins. The sides of
the steps are flanked with a pair of makara balustrades. The steps
begin with a plain * moonstone ” and on eitber side is a guardstone with
nagardja and gopa. The plinth stones are carved with cyma recta,
taurus and fillet mouldings.

Mound No. 4—This covered a building paved with stone. There are two rows
of pillars, four in each row. The entrance faces north. At the entrance
are two plain guardstones, one of which is marked with the likeness of
a javelin.

The owner of the field is Ratnayaka Mudiyansélageé Kiribanda of tract No. 9,
L.L.D.

The Government Agent, Anuradhapura was requested to look into the possibility
of obtaining the land for further investigation and other archwological
purposes.

NABADAGASVAVA

On 18.9.1960, Mr. J. Uduwara, Keeper of Museum, Anuradhapura, with the
help of the Police recovered at Rambdva, a Buddha image which was being removed
from Veherabafidi-mikalana, which is a mile from Nabadagasviva in Pahalaviva-
tulina in Kandé-kéralé of East Nuvaragampalata (map ref. ¥ 5/9 and F 4/16) to the
Vihiraya at Dunumaidaldva.

This sedent stone image which is in a good state of preservation, in spite of being
slightly damaged, was removed to the Anuradbapura Museum. The image is 3 ft.
3 ins. high. The broken pieces from the right band were also recovered.

Explorations of the site in Veherabifidi-mikalana also were made. In the remains
of an ancient building with six rows of pillars with four in each row were two
seder:’. Buddha images. One of these depicts the Master under the hood of the
cobra, Mucalinda. Its head and right arm are missing. The torsois 1 ft. 9 ins.
in height. The head was found separately.
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Another find at the site was a yipa pillar, 5 ft. 4 ins. in height. An inseription of
14 lines appears on it (see appendix I-7).

It appears from the remains of the dagoba dug into by treasure seekers and from
other objects found, that the site is historically important and it has been noted for
further exploration.

UTTIMADUVA

Further ferra-cofta figurines were collected from Uttimaduva in Ulagalla-korals
of Hurulu-palata (map ref. F 10/50) from where a large collection had been made
earlier in about the year 1950.

KATIYAVA (NAVAGALA)

The Navagala site of Katiyava in Nammadé-gama, Elimadapalata of Eppavals-
korale (map ref. F 14/52) was inspected. It was found that the cultivators of the
paddy fields had encroached into the maluva of the ancient dagoba. Several remains
of other buildings found in the land in close proximity to the dagoba were also
inspected. Action to declare this site an Archaological Reserve and also another
site in the same area, Maligakils, was expedited.

PADAVIYA (See Administration Report for 1954.)

An exploration was made of ancient sites in the Padaviya area including the
Archmological Reserve. It was noticed that several valuable pieces of sculpture,
including Buddha statues, have been destroyed by persons whose curiosity had been
roused by these. Among those who perpetrate these acts of despoliation are no
doubt * pious " Buddhists themselves who come to reside in these areas for the first
time. Quick action for the protection of at least the Reserve was found necessary,
and Padaviya has been noted as a site for a permanent station in the near future.

MAHAVILACHCHIYA

Two gites were explored in this area.

At site No. 1 was a dagoba dug into by treasure-hunters. Here there were three
geatod stone Buddha images, two plain guard-stones and a large stone basin for
washing feet. One of the Buddha images was in a good state of preservation.
The second was not carved at its back, and of the third which was only a torso,
the right hand wos missing. Two of the images were housed in a modern
building (pilimage) at the site (Plates XXIa, XX15).

Site No. 2. a few miles off, was a site known as Veheragala or Veherabiindigala,
where the remains of a dagoba and other structures were found. The rock on which
the ruined dagoba stood bad been broken to a great extent in the course of the work
of the Land Development Department. In front of the dagoba was a building with
several stone pillars in situ. Close to the dagoba was a flower altar with moulded
borders. To the north of this were remains of two structures with stone pillars.
The irrigation channel here, cut across an ancient structure. On one side of
the channel were two stone pillar stumps with marks of recent damage. Ancient
bricks unearthed in the excavation of the channel were also heaped by the side.
The portion of the yiipe pillar of a dagoba was fixed in front of a labourer’s
cottage to serve as a washing stand. The sculpture on the flower altar suggested
a date anterior to the 6th century.

Uva Province

No new inspections were done in the Province during 1960, but the Archaological
Reserves at Buduruvagala, Habissa, Miligivila and Galgbiidda were periodically
inspected. Minor repairs to the approach road to Buduruvagala were done during
the latter part of the year. The jeep track to Hibissa from Okkampitiya v as kept
free from scrub jungle and some men were engaged to cut drains where t} ese wore
necessary, 8o that there would have been no marshy spots on the road near streamlets.
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During a visit to Badulla in connection with conservation works of Badulla-
Kataragam dévale, investigations weve made at Mutiyafgzanavihara also at the
request of the Vibaradhbipati-thera of this establishment. Some old stone sculptures
were noticed scattered here and there. It was also reported that ancient brick
foundations were in existence about seven feet below the ground level of the present
temple.

A visit was also paid to Bogoda cave temple and the roofed wooden bridge.
Nagadipa-vihdrays near Uraniya was also inspected (see section on ¢ Protected
Monuments ). Visits were made to Mahiyangana in connection with the proposed
Archaological Museum, while on these visits note was made of antiquities and
remains of early structures brought to light in the grounds of the dagoba during
the course of excavations made there by the Restoration Society for purposes of
re-construction. Tt was clear that the dagoba in early stages stood on a maluva as
the Kirivehera at Kataragama did. The lower court (vili-maluva) had been filled
with soil brought down by the river during the course of centuries.

At the beginning of the year when work at Kirivehera had to be temporarily
suspended a brief exploration was undertaken in the outskirts of Kataragama.
The party consisted of Mr. R. B. Nugegoda, Inspector, Mr. N. H. R. Nalawangsa,
Photographer, and Mr. T. K. Jayasundara, the Collector of Inscriptions. This party
combed the jungles in a radius of about 7 miles around Kataragama, but failed
to record any large rning. The only ancient remains they came across were a few
stone pillars, and a mound of old brick bats, on the left bank of Minikgafiga, 7
miles north of Kataragama bazaar. Since the main purpose of this expedition
was to find out the traces of the ancient settlements, the efforts of the party were not
without success. The discovery of old pot-sherds on the surface of the ground in
some spots on the left bank of the Minikgafiga, not far away from the modern
Kirivehera temple afforded room for investigation.

Further explorations in the area were made during visits to inspect works at
Kirivehera, Kataragama. Some ancient monuments were also noted at Sellaka-
taragama, about three to four miles up-stream on the banks of the Minikgaiiga, north
of Kirivehera.

The hill to the south of Kataragama known as Vidahitikanda was inspected,
perhaps for the first time by the department. No remains of any ancient structure
were noticed. There was no further evidence of any ancient habitation or means
of water supply. No ancient pottery or brick bats were noticed. Some recent
foundations of buildings were, however, reported. What is evident so far is that
the site of the Kirivehera, bo-tree and Mahadsvale mark the ancient holy place.
At the time when the god of Kataragama was fully identified as Karttikeya (San-
mukha) it was found necessary to associate him with the top of a hill, as in South
India where this god is often associated with hills. Hence a temple for the god may
have been built on a hill-top.

Sabaragamuwa Province

SIRIVARDHANARAMAYA : UTUVANKANDA

This is & modern temple in Utuvankanda (map ref. No. I 24/36, 37). On a flat rock
near the temple traces of an old site were to be seen. The incumbent bhikkhu
of the new temple told me that a brick masonry foundation was also discovered in
the garden when a pit was dug for planting coconut, but at the time of the inspection
this wae covered. A fow Brahmi characters were to be seen on the natural rock
surface near the modern wikarage.

GAREKANDA-VIHARAYA

Garék, nda is a steep bill situated in Kegalle District (map ref. No. 1.23/37). On
the summit of the hill a large collection of old brick bats was found. At the foot of
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the hill is the Garekande Rajamahéa-vihira. The pansaly is a modern building, but
on the brow of the cave and on a natural rock surface near the bodhiye Brahmi
inscriptions were found.

ARCHAOLOGICAL RESERVES

Archzological Reserves such as Padavigampola, Ménikkadavara, Birdndikovil
and Ruvanwella Fort, and the Protected Monuments of the Province were perio-
dically inspected and maintained during the year under review.

ANTIQUITIES DISCOVERED ACCIDENTALLY

It was through the prompt action taken by the Technical Assistant of the Irriga-
tion Department at Dambana near Alutnuwara that the department was able to
recover some valuable ancient objects which would otherwise have been lost to
students of archeology. The contract for the construction of the main Irrigation
Channel at Kandégamyaya 5 miles north of Dambana village in Bintenna (map
ref. No. J.18/9) in the District of Badulla was taken by the Sub-Post Master of
Darhbina. The contractor’s workmen hesides excevating the channel to given di- -
mensions had zlso to strengthen the channel bund with additional earth. To get
this additional earth they excavated a site containing ancient brick bats and stone-
pillars, perhaps with the intention of finding a teasure trove. A trench 6 ft. by 2 ft.
was dug in the centre of the mound and at a depth of 2 ft. a * Yantragala®’ contain-
ing votive objects turned up. The finds though not objects of much instrinsic value,
as the sub-contractor and his workmen had hoped for, were divided among them-
selves, and a share wag given to the contractor also. This news reached the Technical
Agsistant who promptly recovered what was possible with the assistance of the
Village Headman and informed the department, and within three days of informa.-
tion the site was inspected. This is undoubtedly the site of an ancient dagoba, simple
in construction. The objects discovered are mainly highly corroded figures of
human beings or of deities. Of the other objects only one could be identified an
elephant-goad (Ankusa). Careless handling and crude attempts at cleaning the
objects had resulted in some of them being reduced to fragments. Action was taken
tbrough the Gevernment Agent of Badulla District fo recover the other objects not
handed over to the department.

MONUMENTS REGISTER

Work on the Monuments Register was in progress when the present writer Jeft
the Island in September, 1953, to take up an appointment at the University of
London on secondment by the Government of Ceylon. Scientifically prepared Index
Cards giving all available information of 2 large number of monuments were ready.
Forms had been circulated to Village Headmen, Local Bodies and other interested
persons throughout the Island. Three officers had successively ected in the Post
of Assistant Archaeological Commissioner, but not one card has been added to the
collection. The forms received from various parts of the Island lie un-assorted.
There is a note at the end of the Report for 1954 (page G. 34, paragraph 150) stating
that the work was progressing satisfactorily and the information with regard to the
Western Province was complete. All search and inquiry bave failed to fnd any
such progress made on the Monuments Register. From about the middle of 1959
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an attempt has been mede to put into the various files information gethered about
the ancient places of habitati>e and Historical Monuments. The need of preparing
and writing up of the Monuments Register is always borne in mind during inspect-
ions and explorations. The work.thus planned continued during the year 1960,

CHEMICAL TREATMENT OF ANTIQUITIES

The following is a report submitted by Mr. K. E. Wijesinghe the Technical
Assistant to the Assistant Commissioner (Chemist) regarding the work done during
the year, 1960. ' =

“ With the departure of the Assistant Commissioner (Chemist) abroad, the work
of the laboratory section of the department was greatly curtailed, and work was
not carried out at the various monuments as usual.

FIELD WORK

In January, the Technical Assistant to the Chemist visited Sigiriya and attended
to the portion of plaster above the 10th figure (from the left) which had become looge
and had been removed. The surrounding area which appeared to be weak was treated
and consolidated.

At Yapahuwa, the work of preservation of the paintings in the shrine room of the
temple. was undertaken in February. Loose areas of the plaster, which were nu-
merous, were attended to. White ants had continued their damage unchecked
for a considerable time, and the painted plaster was dotted with holes and the ca-
vities made by them extended into the plaster thus weakening it. A solution of
pentachlorophenol was used on the areas where the white ants were active. One
of the * Tifsonal ”’ insecticides was also used along the edge of the floor, Similar
white ant activity was found on the central image and the other smaller images.

This work was continued again from the end of March for one week. There were
many areag where the pigments were flaking off from the surface of the painted
plaster. As far as possible, these flakes of pigment were fixed back to the plaster
using vinyl acetate solution.

Near the entrance to this portion of the vihare, there were areas of the plaster
which had a growth of fungus over the paintings. This was removed from the
surface.

In April, the paintings and images at Dambulla Vihdré were inspected for the
purpose of ascertaining the work that would have to be carried out there. It was
found that the work involved was on a very large scale, and that no new damage
had appeared since their inspection by the Assistant Commissioner (Chemist), in
December. 1956, except the appearance of water in a fresh place on the painted
ceiling of the largest vihare. This water is seeping through cracks in the rock.
Action would have to be taken to prevent damage to the paintings by controlling
or arresting the trickling of the water.

LABORATORY WORK

One lot of 230 coins and another of 359 coing of the Polonnaruwa period from
Médir{ -iriya were chemically cleaned. Among the items received from the Museums
for trea ‘ment were 5 Roman coins, 2 Dutch coins, 2 Ceylon coins (modern) and 1
Ceylon coin (elephant). »
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EPIGRAPHY

IN the field of epigraphy, the year began with the discovery of a document of far
reaching importance yielding “very interesting and hitherto unknown material
relating to the history of Buddhismin the Island. An inscribed pillar buried among
ruins in a site gbscured by the thick brushwood was discovered on 7.2.60 noar the
village of Kirinda about 6 miles from Tissamaharima dagoba. Only a small
portion of the head of the pillar was seen above ground, and the Inspector of the
department, Mr. R. B. Nugegoda had the place excavated and recovered the pillar
containing the inscription. It refers to a tradition then eurrent about the enshrining
of a tooth relic of the Buddha (mentioned precisely as one from the lower left jaw)
at the Mahdthipa of Tissamahirima by King Kavantissa, whose date, is some
four centuries anterior to the advent to Ceylon of the more famous tooth relic pre-
sently at the Temple Of the Tooth, Kandy. No one remembers this tradition now,
it was very probably forgotten during the time that Tissamahdramaya (ancient
Magama) was abandoned.

This record is an inscription of Apa Mihindu and ‘belongs to the tenth century
A. D. At Mailagastota, not far from the site of our inscription was found another
pillar inscription of the same prince (Record edited by Wickremasinghe E. Z. Vol.
I1, and pillar now in Colombo Museum) (Vide also E. Z. Vol. I1I P. 222 for correct
identification of the Prince).

This inscription was read by the present writer and published with introduction
and notes in the Bauddhdlokaya (Sinhala Journal) June, 1960. (Poson Iscue).

The translation of the Inscription is as follows:—

(This grant/proclamation is made) by ﬁpﬁ. Mihiiidu (A. line 23), the best tilaks ornament of
the Sakya family,(A. lines 21-22) who by one blow brought under his control the kingdoms of
Ruhuna and Mala (A. lines 16-17) ; (This Mihiiidu who was born of Queen Safig Gon), who wag
of equal birth with that king, the father of Mahinda, namely, king Abasalamevan who was born
of the twice anointed queen, and who had descended in the line of King Pandnkabhaya, of the
solar race in this prosperous island of Ceylon (A. lines 8-15). (In this prosperous Lanké adorned
with manifold splendour, which is like unto a wreath or flowers in the form of gems worn by
the Chief Queen, namely Darnbadiva, who wears as her dark rohe the great ocean iteelf with
its rows of waves resembling the folds of that garment, who is adorned by the lustrous and wavy
pearl necklace, namely the Milky way, and who wears as her gem-seb ear-drops the evening and
morning rocks (A, lines 1-8). A. lines 18-21 : (That Prince Mihifidu) at the request of the great
elders of that Kingdom, made in the name (power) of the Buddha Sasana, bestowed on them
villages and townships and made their four requisites plentiful. (A. lines 24-27, B. & C.) To the
Royal Monastery of Tissamaharima built by King Kéavantissa in his own name, where he
erected a Great Thupa over the relic of the left tooth of the lower iaw of our Gotama Buddha
in the very spot where the relics of the three pievious Buddhas are enshrined, and which
monastery that king had adorned with 360 monastic cells (he gave ... )

The discovery of the tradition contained in the inscription is very important in
the study of the history of the bodily relies of the Buddha in Ceylon. The popular
local tradition is that the Frontal Bone (laldta-dhatu) of the Buddha is enshrined at
the Mahathiipa of Tissamahardma. There is no doubt that this tradition is very
recent for the Dhdatuvamsa, of the thirteenth century A.D. a work which embodies.
much earlicr material written to relate the history of the dagoba at Séruvila definitely
says the the laldta-dhdtu is enshrined there. The Dhéatuvamsa is really the laldta-
dhatuvamsa, and the tradition embodied in this work is to be relied on in preference
to statements made in compositions such as devotional peems of later centuries or
pilgrims’ verses. The truth appears to be that when Magama was abandoned,
the tiadition as to what relics were enshrined at the Great Stiipa there, was forgotten.
The record discovered in early 1960 tells us that up to the tenth century a* least.
there was a tradition that a Tooth Relic of the Buddha was enshrined by Ki g Ka-
vantissa in the Mahéthiipa at Magama,.
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Turther we learn also from this inscription that the relics of the three previous
Buddhas were also enshrined at the spot where this Great Dagoba was built. So
“far as we know, this is the only spot in the Island which has been hallowed in this

manier.

The following note and table of inscriptions copied during the year has been
supplied by Dr. W. 8. Karunaratne, M. A. (Ceylon), Ph.D. (Cantab.), Assistant

Commissioner (Epigraphy) :

¢« A summary of new inscriptions of which estampages were taken during the
year is given as Appendix L

Of the eleven inscriptions copied, the earliest is from Alutgama or Aluthammilliva
of the Anuradhapura District. It mentions Vahaba (67—111°A.C.) and may belong
either to this king or to one of his successors of the 2nd century A. C. As a large
portion at the middle of this record is completely worn, it is neither possible to
decide the author nor to gauge its contents. Next comes the fragment of a slab,
which may be ascribed to the 3rd. century, found near the Outer Circular Road,
Anuradhapura. The script and the phraseology of the extant portion are very
similar to those of the slabs found at the Dakkhina Vihara, Anuradhapura (see
A.R. for 1948 gections 42-46).”

C. E. GODAKUMBURA,
Acting Archaological Commissioner.

(lolombo, October 30, 1961.
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APPENDIX 11
List of Sites Declared protected in 1960

Pro- Dis- Village Plan Monument Date and
vince trict ; Glazette Vo,
Uva .. Badulla.. Uraniya .. 16 chain sheet Niagadipa Rajamaha- Nov. 18th, 1960

Sgs. J 22-32 vihare - No. 12,230

Western Kalutara Pokunuvita F.S.L. 17/37A 45A Rajamahavihire and May 27th, 1960
the stone inserip- No. 12,136
tions

List of Sites for the ** protection ** of which Prelimina“y Action
was taken in 1960

Province District Village Monument
‘Western .. Colombo .. Kiéragala .. Rajamahavihire
North-Western .. Kurunegala .. Dambadeniya .. Daladamaligiva
North-Western .. Kurunegala .. Yapahuva .. Purana-vihiara and the frescoes
Southern .. Galle .. Talagamuva .. Purdna-vihirage adjoining  the

shrineroom built in 1806

List of Sites Selected in 1960 for Acquisition

Province District Village Monument
North-Western .. Kurunegala .. Panavitiya .. Land containing the old Ambalama
‘Central .. Kandy .. Uda Dumbara .. Site of the Dalada-maéligava
Central .- Kandy .. Kandy Town .. Bd-tree—Keppetipola bodhiya

TRANSLITERATION

In this report, the more well-known place names are given in the official spelling,
and the International System of scientific transliteration is adopted for other
place names and words foreign to the English language with the exception of the
use of ‘sh’ often to represent the cerebral 8 (s) and ‘ch’ to represent the soft ‘ch’
sound in the English. The long ‘8’, and ‘6’ have been marked where necessary.
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