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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CEYLON

ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE ARCHZAEOLOGICAL
COMMISSIONER FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1960-61

THE Administration Report of the Archaeological Commissioner has hitherto
incorporated most of the scientific material collected within the course of the year
concerned, and it has up to now been written for each calendar year. We are now
departing from this procedure and the present report covers the financial year
1960-61 in terms of Treasury Circular No. 561. The scientific material is recorded
only very briefly Detailed accounts of various items, however, will be published in
“ Ceylon Archaeology *’, the bulletin of this department, the first volume of which is
under preparation. My report for 1960 covered part of the financial year 1960-61.
Hence matters already touched upon in the report for 1960 would not be included
here.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUMS
Anuradhapura

The shifting of the Archaeological Museum' to the Old Kachcheri building was
completed. The office of the Keeper of Museum was shifted to the building formerly
occupied by the D.R. O., Kalagampalata East. These buildings are now supplied
with electricity and pipe-borne water.

During the year, what is perhaps the oldest bronze statue so far discovered in
South-East Asia was added to the Museum through the intervention of the Hon’ble
Minister of Industries, Home and Cultural Affairs, Mr. Maithripala Senanayake. The
statue weighing 30 lbs. 8 ozs. and measuring 18 inches in height, found in the village
of Viralmurippuva at Madavacciya is a work of great artistic merit, and bears traces.
- of its having been gilt. The present writer in whose opinion this statue may belong
to about the 2nd. century A. D. has submitted a paper on the subject of this statue
to the journal Artibus Asia. (See Plate 1).

Another addition to the museum collection is a large bronze vessel from the
“ protected *’ area of Kaluvila, about nine miles South of Anuradhapura. This.
vessel, the largest of its kind so far found, is 13 feet 10 inches in circumference and
11} inches in depth internally, weighs in the region of two tons and is more or less
the prototype of a smaller vessel found several years ago from Tulaviliya area in
Madavacciya. No patterns are incised on its surface and it bears no inscriptions.
Two rings to serve as handles are fixed to its brim at either ends of a diameter.

A bronze tray from Mahakanadarawa was handed over at the Museum by Mr. G. D.
Sugathadasa of the Land Development Department.

The Museum has come into possession of a slab inscription through the Cultural
Aggistant of the Anuradhapura Preservation Board. Information regarding another
slab inscription at premises No. 450, Dickson Lane, Railway Town, was given by
Mr. W. A. Podi Appubamy of the Land Commissioner’s Department. This
inscription too was added to Museum’s collection.

A clay lamp found by the workmen of the Anuradhapura Preservation Board in
the course of the removal of ¢ heap of debris from the Ruvanvali-saya uumped at
the North gate of the dagoba, has now been added to the Museum.
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WORK DONE AT REGULAR STATIONS

Anuradhapura
Excavation
Excavations were conducted at the following sites during the financial year :—
(1) The porch of the Abhayagiri dagiba, as a prelude to the conservation of
same.

(2) Lovamahapaya.

(3) Tissarama, and

'(4) Pénarhba-maluva.

Details of these excavations would be published in the departmental bulletin
** Ceylon Archaeology  now under preparation. '

Shelter for Samadhi statue

Work was started for the construction of a shelter for the statue popularly known
as the Samadhi statue at Abhayagiriya area in Anuradhapura. In keeping with
time hallowed practice, stone caskets containing objects such as conches and in-
scribed brass placques were ceremoniously deposited at the foundation for this
structure on 20.5.61 by the Hon’ble Prime Minister, Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike ;
the Hon’ble Mr. Maithripala Senanayake, Minister of Industries, Home and Cultural
Affairs ; the Ven’ble Sri Revata Mahanayaka Thera, High Priest of the Atamasthana,
and Mr. Buddhadasa Atapattu. : :

Mihintale
Excavation
Portions of the ancient retaining wall of the Ambasthala measuring 171’ x4’ x4,

26"x4'x 3" and 25'x6'x3’ which had collapsed were cleared in preparation for
conservation of same. i

Similarly a portion of the retaining wall of the Kaludiya-pokuna measuring 117
feet in length 3 feet in breadth and 5 feet in height was cleared.

Conservation

The portions of the collapsed retaining walls at Ambasthala and at Kaludiya-
pokuna were re-built in the manner of the original work.

Maintenance

The entire reserve, particularly the dome of the Mahisiya was weeded during the
year.

The entire labour unit of the department at Mihintale was employed for one week
to remove about 3 feet of mud collected at the bottom of the Niga-pokuna. It may
be here recorded that the Naga-pokuna gets its supply of water only from rain.
Contrary to popular belief there are no subterranesn springs which feed the pokuna.
{See Plates II and III).

Other work

A large collection of ancient bricks and a number of stone pillars were brought
down from the top of the Mahasiya to its maluva.
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Restoration

A contract wassigned on 1st September, 1961, with Messrs. Wanigasingha & Sons,
Ltd. for the restoration of the Mahisfya within a period of 18 months, at a total cost
of Rs. 1,034,650, The full height of the finished dagoba will be 154 feet 7 inches. The
restoration has been so designed that according to the evidence available, and as far
ag is practicable, it would be identical in all details to the ancient struc;ure (See
Plan I a.b.). The Department, however, wishes to record that this restoration could
not be done with materials and construction methods used in ancient dagobas,
although it has been possible to use these at another site, subsequent to the
commencement of this restoration.

In connection with this work the department had the advice and assistance of
Mr. A. N. S. Kulasinghe, Deputy Harbour Engineer, who continues to give us his
co-operation. We wish to place on record our appreciation of his services.

Polonnaruwa
Excavation

An excavation conducted at the so called Nayipena-vihira was described in the
Report for 1960. During the year under review excavations were continued here
and a total length of 426 feet of the outer wall of this shrine was exposed. The only
finds from the site this year were some potsherds.

The miniature dagoba in the precincts of Kirivehera and its terrace 91 feet square
were exposed.

A mound in front of the Lankatilaka-vihara was excavated, exposing a dagoba
50 feet in circumference standing on a platform 25 feet square.

Conservation

No conservation work was done at Polonnaruva apart from the routine ‘ pointing
work and the re-buliding of badly decayed portions of the brick-walls of the Lanka-
tilaka and the Tivanka Pilimage. On both these shrines parts of the decorative
work such as pilasters and mouldings had to be replaced.

Maintenance

The undergrowth of the fenced in Alahana Pirivena-Rankot vihara area was
removed converting it into & park.

The brushwood around “ Demalamahasiya ” ; Potgul vehera; Minneri devala
and the summer palace on the fringe of Parakrama Samudra was removed and the
monuments better exposed to public view.

Sigiriya
Excavation and Conservation

No excavation work was done at Sigiriya during the year under review and the
coservation work done at the station was limited to the routine *“ pointing » of
ancient walls,

Majintenance

The old welded mesh around the spiral staircase leading to the frescoes and around
the iron platform at the frescoes was replaced with new mesh. The spiral staircase
was repainted. '
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The jungle near the outer moat was cleared. A suitable plot of land at the end of
the new road to the rock of Sigiriya has been cleared to serve as a car park.

The reserves, the roads and foot-paths have been kept in good repair during the
year.

Minikdena
Exeavations

The excavations at Manikdena referred to in last year’s Report were continued
and the remains of & vafadage were exposed. At its outmost limit are the remains of
a circle of moulded stones, the continuity of which is interrupted by four entrances
with steps. All four entrances would have had moonstones, but only one of these is
found. These steps and the moonstone are of *Crystalline lime-stone and have
weathered badly and are for the most part disintegrated. Among other stones un-
earthed here were two large offering slabs and a slab marked with the *“ sacred feet >
The vatadige has two concentric circles of stone pillars of which only the stumps
remain. The outer circle would have had 24 pillars originally, the stumps of only
21 of these remain. The inner circle of pillars has eight pillar stumps. Within the
inner circle of pillars are the remains of a brick dagoba. The floor of the vatadage
had been stone paved.

Maintenance

The vafaddge and its maluva as well as the larger dagoba at the site were kept
clear of weeds and the brushwood in the immediate neighbourhood was cut down and
removed. Eight mounds probably marking buried ruins at the site have been
exposed by the removal of the undergrowth.

Yapahuwa
Excavation

The terrace of the first flight of steps leading to the ornamental gateway and the
retaining wall of this flight of steps were excavated.

Excavations were also conducted at the Ambassador’s pavilion for the continuation
of the conservation work there.

In the course of this excavation, another rectangular stone structure on its North-
east was discovered. This structure too is being exposed.

Conservation

The conservation of the ornamental gateway already in hand was continued this
year. Seven tiers of stone including one of moulded stones, on the eastern outer
decorative wall have been re-laid and fixed with cement mortar. These stones have
been placed on concrete. As stated in my earlier report these stones which belonged
to the portion which collapsed in the heavy rains of 1957 were not numbered, and
the necessity to put the stones back correctly in their original places created diffi-
culties and caused much delay in the work.

Conservation of the monument referred to as the Ambassador’s pavilion was
already under way in the early part of 1960. The northern and western sides of the
building have been completed and the resetting of the three flights of steps on the
eastern and northern sides is being continued. ;

Periyakulam (Velgam Vehera)
Exeavation

Excavations were conducted at the southern porch of the image-house at Periya-
kulam prior to its conservation,
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A trench 3 feet broad, 5 feet deep and 256 feet long running East-West was dug
along the inner face of the northern prdkira wall. Brick-bats, broken tiles and
potsherds were found all along this wall. At the northern porch itself a goodly heap
of broken tiles was found at 2} feet below pre-excavation surface level.

Conservation

The southern porch of the image-house at Periyakulam was conserved. Here
imitation steps in cement were supplied in place of the missing granite steps. The
broken parts of one of the guardstones were put together with a steel rod. (See
Plate IV).

PROTECTED MONUMENTS
Lankatilaka

Work was started this year at the protected monument of Lankatilaka Vihara
situated in Udunuwara of Kandy District.

The shrine as it now is, congists of an inner Vihdragé, which was the original fane
here, and an outer structure built later on enclosing this Vikdragé. The eastern side
of the outer structure, however, is interrupted by the eastern projection of the inner
ghrine, which has the main entrance. Except at this point, there is a continuous
passage between the inner and outer walls. (See Plan II).

The wall of the outer structure is 3 feet 5 inches in thickness, exclusive of the
mouldings and is pierced on the northern and southern and western sides by en-
trances which are spanned at top by arches of the thickness of the walls. The
highest point of each of these arches is 18 feet 6 inches above floor level. Each of
the outer walls on these three sides is joined to the inner wall on the same side by
an arch of brick-work.

When the work was first undertaken the space between the outer and inner
structures of the Vik@ragé was in great measure filled with debris and bat-dung. The
main arches connecting the outer and inner structures had partially collapsed and
an effort had been made to arrest this process by the construction of buttress walls,
which, however, had very much altered the true appearance of the structure. (See
Plate V).

In the course of the departments’ work these extraneous walls were removed. It
was only then that the nature of the structure in all its detail was understood. For
instance two holes, on either side of an arch, on the inner face of the outer wall and
13 feet above floor level, noticed in the course of the work, indicated that there had
been a large wooden beam at this point. This beam, the cost of providing which
could not have been included in the estimate for the work, has now been supplied at
two of the three entrance arches. This instance well illustrates the difficulties met
with in archaeological work. The estimation for, and the execution of new works
are straightforward jobs, while these in archaeological excavations and conservation
always involve incalculables. (See Plate VI).

The stucco elephants in bold relief on the western outer wall were found very
badly damaged, with their tusks completely gone. These were conserved, using
iron-reinforcement for the restoration of the tusks. In this connection it is interest-
ing to note that the original “ reinforcement * for the tusks of the elephants here,
had been strips of kitul! wood wound round with coir strings, as is seen from the
slightly damaged tusk of an elephant of the northern outer-wall.

On the West wall the external mouldings were entirely restored and plaster.d over.
In the passage between the two southern walls the debris was removed and
scaffoldings were erected for the work.
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Dorabavila

The department has of late started investigations and work on the conservation of
the tampitavikdra (temple-on-pillars), a type of monument of the 17th and 18th
centuries, which had not till recently engaged the attention of archaeologists in
Ceylon.

In the year 1959, the department completed the conservation of one such monu-
ment (Vide Archaeologibal Survey of Ceylon Annual Report 1959).

During the year 1960-61 work also was done on the temple-on-pillars at Doraba-
wila in Tissava Korale of Devamadi Hatpattuva in Kurunegala District. (See
Plates VII and VIII).

The department found the roof of the Vikdragé crumbling. The tiles were carefully
removed and the roof timber dismantled. A strong scaffolding was constructed to
support the superstructure, and a temporary roof built over the existing Vikarage.
The next stage of the work was the removal of the decayed beams which supported
the wattle and daub walls of the shrine containing frescoes and the plank platform
on which the vihara was built—an operation fraught with danger. This was done
by supporting the weight of the walls on 2" planks placed on an intricate seaffolding,
and then removing the stone pillars which carried the beams, from underneath, by
the excavation and removal of earth at their bases. Once the old beams were
replaced with beams of identical specifications the pillars were slipped back into
position and erected on cement concrete foundations. The floor planks at shrine
room level too were replaced. (See Plan III).

All timber pillars on the platform around the superstructure, which were badly
decayed, were replaced with new pillars of same size. The hoards on the ceiling
above the Vihdragé could not be removed as they carried drawings, hence the
boards were secured with beams provided above them.

The roof was then constructed on the old lines, with timber of identical sizes and
roof-tiles and eve-tiles newly made to the ancient specifications.

- While dismantling the modern floor and platform the ancient rubble retaining wall
of the floor of the fampitavihdra was found. This wall too was reconstructed and the
floor of the Vihdragé cemented.

The balusters round the shrine room which were almost completely missing were
replaced.

The wooden stair leading to the shrine room was in a good state of preservation,
though parts had become loose. This was dismantled and fixed anew.

Kataragama : Kirivehera

Nearly three fourths of the excavation of Kirivehera was completed. On 24th
February, 1961, the Hon’ble Prime Minister laid the foundation stone for the
restoration work. A detailed description of the excavation was given in my last
Annual Report and a more comprehensive account with a discussion of the evidence
would follow in Ceylon Archacology the forthcoming bulletin of the department.

In the preparation of detailed plans for the restoration, the department had the
requirements of archaeology well in mind, but the Restoration Society, in its enthu-
siasm held that the ancient dagoba was structurally unsound, that it was not large
enough for present day requirements and that for these reasons new materials and
constructional methods should be used. The department, however, has been able
to win over the Society to the view that no structure is too dilapidated for archaeo-
logical resotration, that largeness of size does not by itself constitite beauty, that
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the very antiquity of a monument throws a halo of romance on it, and that monu-
ments are best restored with the same type of material and methods of construction
as in the ancient work,

Tt is sincerely hoped that the Buddhist public elsewhere would also appreciate
this point of view.

Ambulugala

At Ambulugala in Egodapota and Tanipperu Pattu of Kegalla District, there is
another temple-on-pillars. When the department started work here the roof was
crumbling and many a pillar thrown askew. Villagers of the area had in their zeal
added to it new walls of mud and wattle. (See Plate IX).

This extraneous woll was removed. The roof was completely dismantled and
reconstructed on the old pattern. The interesting fact, that seven of the pillars of
this shrine had been interchanged at some early date came to light in the course of
the conservation. These pillars were restored to their original places. The pillars
were all correctly set to plumb and a concrete base was supplied for each of them.
The rubble wall which served as the retaining wall of the raised floor was re-
constructed. The work at this shrine is still in progress. (See Plan IV).

Panavitiya

Another type of ruin so far left well alone by the department is the ambalama
(way side resting house).

This year the conservation of the ancient ambalama at Panavitiya in Mayuravati
Korale of Devamadi-hatpattuva in Kurunegala District was taken in hand. The
timber of this ambalama which may perhaps go back to a time beyond the 18th
century were for the most part decayed but enough of it remained to bear testimony
* to the genius of the Sinbalese wood-carver of that day. The timber of this structure
have now been dismantled and the old work is being copied on new timber which
will be assembled at the old site—along with as much of the original timber which
can be salvaged. No pains have been spared to make the copies as faithful as
possible to the originals. Wherever possible the same variety of timber as in the
original has been used. Every new piece of timber used carries the date of carving
and the carver’s name inconspicuously incised on it. (See Plan V).

The reproduction of the carvings is almost over now, and the work is expected to
be finiched before long. The carved timber removed from this ambalama have been
treated chemically and sent to the Anuradhapura Museum for exhibition.

EXPLORATION AND INSPECTION

Despite the curtailment of the department’s travelling vote, some explorations
and inspections were conducted during the year. Brief notes on these are appended
below.

Explorations

Explorations thig year were conducted in the basin of the Valave-ganga.

The Valave-ganga, like many another river traversing the dry zone, had been
harnessed in ancient times for agricultural purposes as is evinced by the remains of
various irrigation works throughout its length. One of the channels of old, with its
intake at Uggalkaltota and running along the foot of Kuragala and Kalugala ranges
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as far as Diyainna along the left bank of the river, is supposed to have been the
longest, measuring approximately 12 miles. This has been repaired to a length of
about 3 miles at Kaltota by the Irrigation Department.

It is rather an unaccountable fact that our historical records do not throw sufficient:
light on the liver of the ancient agriculturists of the Valave basin, who to judge from
the remains of their handiwork, have been members of s highly develo ped
community.

With a view to the collection of data for the study of the culture of the ares a
party led by the Field Assistant was sent to the Valave basin. This party spent
11 days at Kaltota and Hafidagiriya visiting 2 sites partially explored earlier and
10 new sites.

Names of places such as Murapola Atura, Apélanda, Vidiyeyaya, Maligagodilla.
in the jungle off the village of Hafidagiriya indicate an ancient township, perhaps a.
sub-capital, though no architectural remains of & city can be seen on the surface.
Maligagodélla however, contains the remains of a religious establishment. It is
quite possible that a city existed in the area, though not of such proportions as the
ancient, cities of Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa, and that its remains still lie hidden
in the vast sea of forest. On the other hand these place names may have been
brought here by people, who following a social or economic upheaval, had to evacuate
some important city. Further exploration in this region and in Bambaragala and
Galapaya areas and systematic excavation at some of the sites have to be under-
taken some time later. The sites visited in this exploration circuit are :— '

Veheragala

This is a hill situated about a mile North of Henatotamankada. The western face
of the hill is rocky containing a small cave with a drip-ledge. No ingcription is to be:
found but traces of plaster on its roof indicate that it had been plastered at one time.
About 100 yards North of the cave on a flat area overlooking the valley below, quarts,.
pieces of chipped chert and some fragments of hammer stones were collected.

Kongala

This is a forest olad hill rising to beyond 500 feet above M. 8. L. Tts northern
slope is strewn with boulders forming several rock caverns. There is, however, no
indication of them having been occupied during historical times. On the southern
slopes among several boulders examined, a long shallow cave contaiving a Brahmi
inscription reading : PA RU MA LA KA LE NE. This cave is situated at the head
of Bindunukanda Ara, which drains into Velioya.

Suduvillemankada

The ancient site a little away from Suduvilllemankada ford on Vilioya contains a
breached dagoba and a stone revetted ruin. Two rough stone pillars lie prone on the
ground near the ford. A well with terra-cotta cylinders serving for its walls
(Uralisisida) was found in the bed of a dry stream a few yards away from the site of
the dagoba. The ruins appear to have been in a quadrangle and the remains of a
parapet wall are to be seen on two sides.

Gonavatunukema

This is a solitary rock rising gradually from South to North to a maximum height:
of 477 feet above the surrounding plain. On the eastern face of the rock almost at
ground level is a small cave with a drip-ledge. There are no ruins on the rock. Over
a mile down stream from the confluence of Velioya with Valave-gafiga where the
latter vakes a sharp U-bend, a small ransacked dagoba and two stone pillars beside
it, were found.
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Budugala

Reference is made to two double platform type buildings in Mr. Collin’s Report of
the Antiquities in the Sabaragamuva (Bintenna) published in the Journal of the Royal
Asiatic Society (Ceylon Branch) Vol. XXXII pp. 161. On the present visit eight
more sites containing this type of building were discovered. Unique among the new
discoveries is the lavatory pit located inside a very shallow cave. There is evidence
to believe that three sides of the pit were originally enclosed with walls. In the
slopes of the mountain immediately below Kiiragala cave with a Brahmi inscription
was found. The inscription reads : PA RU MA KA SO NA PU TA HA BA TA
PU NA SA GA TA SA LE NE.

The newly found remains of double platform type buildings are not so elaborately
finished as the two already known from Budugala. In some instances even the
natural rock had been utilised for a platform. The bo-tree had been terraced and
each terrace is reached by means of a flight of steps flanked by rectilinear balustrades.
The dagoba had been on a huge boulder and is reached by means of a flight of steps
cut in the southern end of the rock. The remains are interesting. Much clearing
has to be done, however, to record details. :

Kongasmankada

This is situated on the slopes of Kalugala range about 6 miles away from Budugala.
There were over 15 caves with drip-ledges scattered among the boulders on either
side of a dry stream. No inseriptions were found. :

Haiidagiriya

. The only example of the remains of a monastery of any importance in the area, is
a site in a paddy field called Veheragodilla in Handagiriya village. The remains at
the gite consist of a small dagoba measuring 25 feet in height, a pillared hall 29 feet
quare, a rectangular mound 37 feet x 17 feet containing stone pillars, several other
stone pillars scattered about in the field and a bo-tree enclosed by old brick pave-
ments one to two feet below the paddy field. Bricks from the dagoba measure 15
inches by 8} inches by 3} inches, and 13} inches by 10 inches by 3 inches. This
spot probably marks the sites of a buduge at which a bo-tree has grown in later times.
This site is in private ownership and may have to be acquired.

Ulgala

Ulgala is about 3 miles South-East of Handagiriya village as the crow flies, and
within a radius of about 3 miles of it are sites called Murapola Atura, Apilanda,
Vidiyeyaya and Maligagodilla. All these sites were visited. None of the places
contained any architectural remains on the surface, except at Maligagodilla where
there are the remaing of a small dagoba and a rectangular mound containing stone
pillar stumps. The bricks from the dagoba measure 13} inches X 8% inches X 2%
inches. This site is close to Bellanbandipallissa where a few human skeletons were
uncovered by the National Museums Department.

Lendora

" This is a long cave with a drip-ledge. There are two Buddha images, one sedant
and the other recumbent, together with two images of Gods Vishnu and Kataragama
made out of stucgo, in the cave. The cave roof is partly painted. The work appears
to be very modern and is of no artistic or archaeological interest.

Sevalagala Cave

This is situated 5 miles away from Viligepola on the Haiidagiriya road. On the
left bank of a dry stream laden with heavy boulders the cave ig'located. Thisis a
small cave with, a drip-ledge and a Brahmi inscription which reads : SA GA SA PA
RU MA KA PU SA PU TA PA RU MA KA SU DA HA LE NE.

2——R 4704 (9/62)
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Yatimalkaduva Cave

This cave is situated underneath a huge boulder overlooking a paddy field about a
mile North of Handagiriya village. The cave contains a drip-ledge and a Brahmi
inscription, the letters are very shallowly incised and it is extremely difficult to
decipher them.

Budugala and Niil-katinagalge—Caves

These are situated about a mile away from Wiligepola bazaar on the slopes of
Kalugala range. Budugala cave has a drip-ledge but no inscriptions are to be seen.

Inspections

CENTRAL PROVINCE
Madanvela

Madanvela is a village in Diyatilaka Korale in the Nuvara Eliya District in the
Central Province (Map M 1/19). The Nampotha mentions this wihara.
It possesses a sedant Buddha statue out of bronze seated under a Makara Torana.
This object of great artistic merit is kept encased in a glass show-case inside a dingy
cave shrine. Built against a wall is a tiny shrine room of no particular interest, and
in the same compound is & third shrine room. This last is an upstair building with
a balcony around it. Beautifully executed paintings rich with colour decorate the
walls of this wiharage. Though these frescoes cannot be more than 125 years old
they have much artistic and aesthetic appeal. The scene is the attainment of
Buddhahood and the painter unwittingly though, has recorded his environmental
experiences by introducing a muzzle loading gun into the hands of a warrior of the
Mara hosts joining issue with Prince Siddhartha on the eve of his attainment to
Buddhahood.

Ambekka Devile

This is situated off Matale-Galevela road in Ambokka village of the Matale
District (Map I. 10/35). The structure is a small squalid devdle built on a raised
platform and dedicated to goddess Pattini. A few pillars from an older building are
used as columns in the present drummer’s hall (digge). The Basnayake Nilame who
takes a keen interest in the devale requested the department to help him to restore
the images, the wooden cores of which are seriously attacked by termites. Though
this building and the other remains at the site are of no particular interest, the
Technical Assistant of the department was sent to the site to take steps to arrest the
destruction by termites on the agreement that the full cost of the work would be
paid by the Basnayake Nilame. ’

Naga Sri Bodhi Vihdra—Udagama

This vihara is situated overlooking a stretch of paddy fields (Map 15/29), two and
a half miles away from the junction on a minor road and a quarter mile down a foot-
path near the Government School at Udagama. The turn off to Udagama is at the
17th mile-post on the Kandy-Nuvara Eliya main road. Traditionilly the vihare is
said to have been built during the reign of the last king of Kandy, Sri Wickrema
Rajasingha, by the villagers of Udagama. In the centre of the vihdrage is a small
dagoba with two sedant Buddha statues facing two cardinal points, with a square
flower altar running round the dagoba making a processional path all round. Against
the reer wall two partly painted reclining Buddha statues are found. This con-
struction appears to be a decadent version of the circular shrine room common during
the early mediaeval times.
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NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCE
Yogamuvakanda

This is a forest capped steep hill overlooking Polgahawela vﬂl&ge in the Kurunegala
District (Map I 18/63). Fragments of flat tiles and brick-bats are sparsely found on
the summit of the hill,

Konviva

One and a half miles away from the Mahagalkadavala bazaar, on a jungle path
which is a short cut to Siyabalangamuva colony, is a low hillock with jumbled boulders
forming several small caves. Thecaveshave drip-ledges but no inscriptions. Brick-
bats and fragments of flat tiles were abundantly found at the site. In a sheltered
port of one of the caves is a fragment of a fresco, which though exposed to the
elements for centuries still bears testimony to the deft hand of a master arbiss. Only
the bust of a figure, in a fair state of preservation, is found. Tt may not belong to
earlier than the Polonnaruva period. The site has been encroached by a “ tapasa
who has been responsible for destroying the natural beauty as well as some of the
original work at the site.

Sri Naga Chetiyaramaya—Hatalispahuva

This is a modern pansala situated near the 49th mile post on the Colombo-
Kurunegala main road. In the temple premises, there is a mound containing old
bricks and rubble, known as the ““ purdna dagiba . Though the mound is circular
it cannot be definitely identified as a dagoba before excavation. In the adjoining
land which, however, is not the property of the temple, brick-bats and flat tiles have
been found from trenches dug for drains. A few stone pillar stumps and the remains
of a rubble wall were also found in this land.

Maha Andaraviva

This is a fairly large tank recently restored (Map F 18 /42). On the edge of the
forest adjacent to the tank bund are found the remains of a pillared hall 40 feet by
30 feet, with monolithie pillars most of which have fallen. Two of the pillars still
stand upright. Some of those pillars which have fallen had been broken up for
rubble and metal perhaps by contractors who supplied materials for the re-construc-
tion of the tank. We hope that officers of other departments and the public would
- be vigilant and co-operate with the department to prevent vandalism of this type
and to preserve the monuments of our past in isolated sites like the one at Maha
Andaraviiva,

SABARAGAMUVA PROVINCE
Patiini Devale—Bungiriya

Bungiriya village is situated 34 miles away from the Madampe township in the
Ratnapura District of the Sabaragamuva Province. (Map L 25/58, 59). The
Pattini devale is in a cave picturesquely situated near the summit of a steep forest-
clad hill. 'The ascent is very steep and several steps loosely laid out of rubble make
the climb less arduous. The devale is in a shallow cave with a drip-ledge and
divided into two rooms, one of which is a wikarage while the other is the Pattini
devale with images and ‘‘ @barana ** insignia, of the Goddess. According to tradition
this cave was once occupied by a fugitive king who later dedicated it to goddess Pattini
as a token of gratitude for protecting him from evil. The site is not particularly
interesting from the point of view of the department.

8——R 4704 (9/62)
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Terunnanségama

Revisited Terunnansegama in October, 1961, to complete the surface exploration
and brief inspection of a site in that village conducted in 1960. The jungle was
cleared wherever necessary involving an area not less than 30 acres in extent which
was carefully explored. This area is situated on the right bank of the Valave-ganga
and its entirety is highly silted due to the flooding of the river. There are several
oblong mounds some with stone pillars, a site of a pillared hall, and the remains of a
vihdragé. The Buddha statues are hewn out of rough dolomite and are in a very
poor state of preservation. The entrance to the vikdrage is flanked by curvilinear
balustrades with ndga guard stones. A ferra cotfa fragment of a human figure with
an imposing head-dress and a bronze vessel have been unearthed by Rev. Walawgoda
Pemananda while removing clay for some work in his modern temple.

UVA PROVINCE
Rohana—Sataradévalaya

This is situated on the right bank of the Mahaweli-ganga, 24 miles away from
Alutnuvara on the old Badulla road. (Map J 22/13). On a rectangular mound 36
feet by 26 feet there are a few fragments of stone pillars and some dressed stone
slabs partly buried in the debris. Flat tiles and brick-bats are also found on this
gite. Tradition claims that this was once the site of a devale and that the
“ gbarane >’ insignia of god Kataragama were found at this place. It is difficult to
identify the site without removing the debris.

Veherayiya

Veherayiya is a new settlement situated on the Villaviya-Tissa main road. In
the course of clearing the jungle for cultivation an oblong site containing brick-bats
and some stone pillar stumps have been brought to light. The Government Agent
was informed not to lease the land for cultivation purposes.

SOUTHERN PROVINCE
Site for hermitage - -Koggala

The site selected for a hermitage is situated in Crown jungle 24 miles East of
Koggala village in the Hambantota District of the Southern Province. (Map P
12/61). This area contains several granite boulders, and -on the summit of two of
them besides rock pools there are the remains of rubble and ancient brick-bats from
an old structure. There are no remains of any particular interest. The Govern-
ment Agent, Hambantota, was informed that we have no interest at the site.

Tanalanda—Tavaluvila

Tavaluvila village is situated about a mile away from Ambalantota bazaar in
Giruvapattu East of the Hambantota District. (Map P. 17/28). The area in which
the ruins are found is about 10 acres in extent and covered by scrub jungle. A
circular brick mound, probably the remains of a dagoba and several oblong mounds
some with stone pillars are scattered throughout the area. The site appears to be
silted and may contain interesting remains buried in the debris. In the debris near
one of the mounds a beautiful terra-cotta figure of a lion—may be a single member
from a frieze—was discovered during the investigation. These remains could be
connected with those of the famous monastery a section of which is now known ag
Girihatidu vihare, on the right bank of the Valave-gaiiga. '
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Vilpita Raja Maha Vihdre—Tissa

Vilpita is & hamlet near Tissamaharama in Magampattuva of the Hambantota
District in the Southern Province. (Map P. 13/39). In the premises of the temple
are found the remains of an old dagoba built on a platform. The upper portion of
the dagoba has collapsed but a section of the dome is in a good state of preservation.

Kehelbatuvava

Kehelbatuviva is a remote village lying almost at the edge of the outer boundary
of Matara District (Map P. 12/1). The temple is a squalid little structure
unoccupied and neglected for a considerable length of time. It is also a modern
building of no interest. The bo-tree appears.to be a very old one and around it is a
loose laid rubble retaining wall wherein a few stone pillar stumps and slabs from
some other structure have been used.

Mohottivatia

The Secretary of the Social Service League, Mohottivatta, Balapitiya (Map 012/13)
requested us to inspect some marks on a rock which he had identified as an inscription.
The site was inspected and the marks were found to be natural scarifications formed
by erosion.

Lunugam Vehera

This village is situated in Magampattuva of the Hambantota District (Map P. 8 /44).
On the surface of a large flat rock brick-bats and rubble used in an old structure are
to be seen. . There are no other remains of any particular interest at the site.

Usvilla

This is situated 24 miles away from Ambalantota on Ridiyagama road beside the
left bank of Valave ganga (Map P. 17/12). The vihara is known as Uchchavalika
Raja Maha vihara. The land has once belonged to the Crown but now is vested in
the temple. An oblong mound with stone pillars and a brick foundation had been
excavated by the incumbent Priest with the assistance of the members of the Vihara-
wardena Samitiya, to obtain bricks from the site for a new building. In the course
of this work they have exposed a large sedant Buddha statue which is broken at the
neck, two other small statues, and a large collection of ancient bricks and potsherds.
The excavation has resulted in the destruction of valuable archaeological data.

Ikkapallama

Ikkapallama is a village close to Tissamaharamaya in the Hambantota District
(Map P. 13/39). The dagoba and the pansale are modern constructions. In the
vicinity of the dagoba is a rectangular mound with several stone pillars. Many of
these pillars have been destroyed in the course of levelling the mound for a preaching
hall.

NORTH-CENTRAL PROVINCE
Kaluheba

(Map Ref. F. 15/39). This site is three miles away from Ritigalkanda. Here in a
cave 19 ft. long and 28 feet deep, there is a standing statue of the Buddha. This
statue carved in limestone is 7 feet 6 inches in height and is well preserved though its
right hand is missing. In front of the cave are two rows of pillars which indicate
that there had been an artificial roof abutting on the cave.

. An offering slab with the sacred feet marked on it, a fragment of a statue in dhyani
mudra, and the lotus pedestal of the standing statue are inside the cave.
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Pulivankulama

(Map Ref. F. 4/563). Fragments of seven statues were found from a private land
at Puliyankulama. Stumps of pillars, at this site indicate ancient structures here.
An excavation is bound to yield results.

Kirivehera in Herathalmilliva

(Map Ref. D. 1158, 59). At the request of the Hon'ble Minister of Cultural
Affairs a site known as Kirivehera in Herathalmilldva in Tulana 31A was inspected.
The name Kirivehera is modern and the ancient name is forgotten. A dagoba, pillar
stumps, and a stone marked with the sacred foot-prints are found at this site,

Tamménnava

(Map Ref. D. 16/10). The access to this site in Tulana 31 is from Kabitigolliva—
Pulimoddai road. An ancient dagoba here, has been rifled by treasure hunters and
its chatra (diameter 4 feet 7 inches) has fallen on the ground. There is a large pond
to the south of the dagoba. Nearby are the ruins of a large building.

Abhayapura in Padaviya

A dagoba 126 feet in diameter, an ancient structure of modest proportions and the
torso of a Buddha statue have been found from Abhayapura in Padaviya.

Pulimoddai

(Map Ref. D 7/27). An ancient site about 1} miles from the Tlmenite Factory
was inspected on the information supplied by the Resident Engineer, Ilmenite
Factory, Pulimoddai. There are a number of caves at least two of which have drip-
ledges. One drip-ledged cave measuring 25 feet X 18 feet has a Brahmi Inscription
on it. Beyond is a pillared building inside which is a limestone torso of a Buddha
statue lying prone on the ground.

CHEMICAL TREATMENT OF ANTIQUITIES

In Laboratory

A collection of potsherds from the third flight of steps on the Ornamental Gateway
at Yapahuwa was cleaned and examined in the laboratory, and one hundred and
three varieties were recognized. In the collection were fifty-eight potsherds marked
in the course of excavation. Of these, the fragments of two complete vessels were
put together and reconstructed.

Eieven bronze items consisting of images, lamps, etc.,recovered from the excava-
tions at Siva Devale No. 5 at Polonnaruva (Vide Archaeological Survey of Ceylon,
Annual Report—1960, p. 72.) were cleaned.

Seven badly corroded coins, five Lakshmi plaques, two pieces of antique objects
and copper foils, the last with average measurements of 22 % 133" and a total weight
of 18 ozs. from different sources, were cleaned in the laboratory.

Field Work
Anuradhapura

The girbha of a dagoba from Mihintale complete with painted plaster walls was
reconstructed at the Museum building on Kurunegala road. (4. 8. C., 4. B. 1953—
Sec. 53). With the shifting of the museum to the Old Kachcheri, this garbha had
once more to be dismantled and re-assembled in the new premises. Only a person
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who has seen this ponderous chunk of masonry could imagine what careful a
delicate handling was needed for this work. This second demolition and recon-

gtruction perhaps entailed greater risk and difficulty than when the garbha was
first set up in the Museum.

Polonnaruva

The painted plaster of the Tivanka Image house at Polonnaruva was loose in
places and in others the pigments were flaking off. This and the growth of weeds
over parts of the plastered surface of walls were arrested by the use of chemicals.

Panavitiya

The conservation work in hand at the ambalamae at Panivitiya is described at
page G 31 of this report. Here the decayed portions of the carved wood to be
re-used were filled in with plastic wood filling.

Dorabavila

At page O 30 of this report is given a description of the conservation work done
at this place, The ancient paintings on the ceiling were peeling off in strips and in
other parts the pigments were flaking off. These were fixed with chemicals.

Kirivehera, Kataragama

Potsherds selected out of the collection from the excavations at the Kirivehera,
Kataragama, were sorted out and numbered.

Badulla Kataragama Dévile

The Basnayake Nilame of the Kataragama Devale in Badulla complained that the
statue of Valliamma, one of the two figures done in red sandalwood, was deteriorating
and cracking up in places. An examination by departmental officers, showed that
this was no deterioration of the statue but only the cracking up of the chemicals
with which the statue was treated by the department in 1948, due to the lighting of
candles, joss sticks, lamps, &ec., close to the statue. In February the chemical
coating of the statue was retouched and the trustee was requested not to allow naked
fires anywhere near the statue.

Dambulla

In the cave temples at Dambulla the department had to deal with the invasion of
termites which had brought in its wake accretions of clay on walls, ceilings and
statues. When this clay was removed from the caves it was found that in places the
layer of pigment on the wall and ceiling was damaged and an under-coating of white
lime plaster exposed. All white ant nests and nests of other destructive insects were
cleared and chemicals sprayed on the surfaces to minimize future inroads. The
cracking and the falling off of painted plaster both in the caves and of the images
was also arrested by the use of chemicals. The mouldering edges of plaster were
also fixed with chemicals suitably coloured. Another problem we were faced with
here was the growth of fungi, particularly the white variety. Such vegstable matter
too were chemically removed.

Here, as in other places, our efforts were to retard as much as possible the ‘nevitable
process of damage and decay rather than to reconstruct what has been lost.

Kelaniya

‘Some action was taken by the department for arresting the deterioration of the
plaster of the ancient paintings of Kelanivihara.
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Ambokke Devale (See page G. 34)

At the Pattini devale at Ambokke in Udugoda Udasiya pattu of Matale District
which though an interesting monument is neither in an archaeological reserve nor is
a protected monument. Some work was done for the conservation of the two ancient
images. These have cores of wood, are plastered over and painted. TIn both images
the hands broken away at the elbows were found already refixed crudely in cement.
In some parts of the images only the wooden core remained. In other parts the
painted plaster was intact while the wood was partly decayed leaving a gap between
the remainder of the wood and the plaster. To get to these voids it was necessary
to break the plaster, a job we could not commit ourselves to in view of our limited
finances. For the same reasons we had to leave well alone the earlier reconstruction
of the hands. Yet all cavities in the two statues, which could be reached were filled
in and missing parts on the surface were remodelled with polufilla cellulose filler,

Models

The stone plaque carrying the sculpture of the Buddha under the hood of the ndga
Mucalinda and the bronze statuette of Kuvera, exhibited at the Anuradhapura
Museum on loan from Mrs. Osmund de Silva, had to be returned to the owner. Hence
models of these were made for the Anuradhapura Museum,

C. E. GODAKUMBURA,
Archaeological Commissioner.
Office of the Archaeological Survey,
Colombo 7, 2nd June, 1962.

.
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LIST OF SITES SELECTED IN 1961 FOR ACQUISITION

Province District Village Monument
Eastern .. Batticaloa .. Pottuvil .. Mudu Maha Vihara
Uva .. Monaragala .. Kimbulawela .. Galebadda
Uva .. Badulla .. Ritigahawatta .. Kadala Vehera
Western .. Colombo .. Homagama .. Malwattagala

LIST OF SITES SELECTED IN 1961 TO BE DECLARED AS ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESERVES

North-Central .. Anuradhapura .. Alut Hammillava .. Ancient site at Alut Ham-
millava

North-Central .. Anuradhapura .. Tammannava .« Ancient site at Tammannava

Sabaragamuva .. Ratnapura .. Tanjantenna .. Kuragala

Southern .. Hambantota .. Kirinda .. Kirinda

Eastern .. Trincomalee .. Pulimoddai .. Ancient site at Pulimoddai

Esstern .. Batticaloa .. Pollebadda .. Ancient site at Pallebadda

Eastern .. Amparal .. Galoya Valley .. Rajagala

LIST OF SITES DECLARED PROTECTED IN 1961

‘Province District Village Plan Date & No. of Gazetie
Sabaragamuva .. Kegalla .. Dodantale .. TP .. August 26, 1960
Danagirigala No. 12,186
67,709

LIST OF SITES FOR THE PROTECTION OF WHICH PRELIMINARY ACTION WAS
TAKEN IN 1961

Province Districe Village Monument

Western .. Colombo .. Karagala .. Rajamahavihara

North-Western .. Kurunegala .. Dambadeniya .. Daladamaligava

Southern .. Galle .. Totagamuva .. Purana viharage adjoining
the shrine-room built in
1806

Central .. Kandy .. Within the Municipal Adahana Maluva

limits of Kandy
Central .. Nuvara glliya .. Madanwala . .. Rajamahavihara
North-Western .. Xurunegala .+« Yapahuva .. Purana vihara and the frescoes

Central .. Kandy .. Udagama .. Bri Bodhi Vi 'araya
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