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Importance of Saiva Temples
in Foreign Countries

Temples were and continue to be integral to Saivaite culture
and tradition. They are sacred places of worship that transcend
geographical boundaries, that allow Saivaites from all corners of
the world to foster spiritual connections with God. However a
temple is not just limited to a place of worship, moreover, it is a
place of facilitating and promoting ancient Saiva practices such
as Tamil language classes, Thevaram study and education on the
philosophies of Saivam. As diasporic communities expand across
the world the presence of temples becomes even more crucial
in preserving and propagating Saivam values and practices.

For diaspora Saivaite communities, having access to proper
facilities to pray to god was once an obstacle. However, now with
the growing number of temples all over the world, worshippers
have a safe and positive environment for them to pray and connect

with god. Temples in diaspora countries are integral in fostering .

the growth and preservation of Saivam amongst Saivaite communities
and hence they have an important role in ensuring positive measures
are taken in order to safeguard tradition and culture for many
generations to come.

Temples serve as a hub of ancient traditions, rituals and practises.
They are guardians of cultural heritage, preserving the wisdom,
stories, and customs that have been passed down through
generations. Temples provide a space where individuals can learn
and engage in these traditions, ensuring their continuity. Temples
serve as a place of education where all individuals can attend to
study the ancient customs of Saivaite Culture to gain a better
understanding not only for themselves but also for them to relay
this learnt information to their friends and family.

For Diaspora communities, temples play a vital role in maintaining
cultural identity. Temples act as a tangib'e connection to their
homeland and enable individuals to assimilate into their new life.
Temples bring diaspora Saivaites together into one place, where
they can work together to contribute more to society and future
generations by creating initiatives that promote and sustain Saivaite
Traditions. These large communities of worshippers, together,
can work towards planning and promoting various programmes
and events such as Tamil language classes, Thevaram study and
education on the philosophies of Saivam to teach values and
philosophies of Saivam to future generations.

In conclusion, temples are a significant aspect of Saivaite culture
and tradition and are essential in enabling worshippers to foster
a greater connection with God. However, more than that temples
and temple communities should work towards creating a place
of education where students, and all others interested, can come
to learn more about Saivam and the rich culture and tradition
that it has. These kinds of initiatives will have a much larger impact
on diaspora Saivaites as education and learning are more interactive
mechanisms in creating a connection between a soul and god.
This will nurture a stronger belief within individuals, which they
can then use to educate others and future generations.

DL BISH6D HevBevTanT Ohananild FHmidbar, 2023

Thirugnanasampanthar Swamikal

Thirugnanasampanthar was a Saiva Saint, who lived
in the seventh century CE.He is one of the most prominent
saints amongst the 63 Nayanars. Sampathar’s entire
collection of hymns about Lord Shiva is called “Thirukkadaik
kappu”. These were later collected to form the first
three volumes of the Thirumurai — one of the principle
texts of Saiva Sithantham philosophy.

Sampanthar was born in Sirkazhi to Sivapatha
Viruthayar and his wife Pagavathiyar. One day when his father
was going to the temple as usual, little Sampanthar who was
three years now, was adamant that he would go with his father.
The father took him along. When they reached the temple, Sivapatha
Viruthayar wanted to take a dip in the holy pond of the temple.
He left Sampanthar on the banks and told him to be there until
he returned after his bath. Young Sampanthar nodded his head
and watched his father go into the pond.The father would dip his
head and all in the pond and reappear again. This happened again
and again and when once Sampanthar’s father decided to hold
his breath longer under the water young Sampanthar panicked
as he could not see his father. He cried out “Amma.. Appa “ in

anguish. Noticing the crying
e child, Sivan and Parvathi
3 i%—" appeared before him and
57 ok 3 Goddess Parvathi fed him
f-" with milk from a golden
Vs cup. By that time the father
had finished his dip and
came up. He saw milk
drooling from the mouth
of Sampanthar And got
very angry.He asked his
2 son angrily, “Sampanthar,
2% who gave you the milk and
why did you drink it?”
Sampanthar did not say anything. The father got very very angry
and took a small stick and threatened to beat the child and said
“Tell me. Tell me now. Who gave you the milk?” Sampanthar
pointed to the sky and responded with a hymn “Thodudaiya Seviyan
” The song goes as follows.

Thodudaiya cheviyan vidai eeriyoor thuuven madhi choodi.
kaadudaiya sudalaip podi poosy ennullam kavar kalvan.
Eedudaiya malaran munainaat panindheetha arul seidha.
Peedudaiya piramaapuram meeviya penman evan andree.

In English this means, the God who wears earrings and rides
on a bull, wears the moon on his head like a crown. He smeared
himself with the ash in the cremation ground, he has stolen my
mind and bestowed his grace on Peruman who is seated on a
lotus.He is the one who resides gladly in Piramapuram possessing
greatness.

Sampanthar also performed many miracles in his time.One day
when Sampanthar was going to Thirupachilachiramam, a town
ruled by Kollimalavan. Kollimalavan had a daughter who was
frequently affected by epilepsy. All of the attempts to cure her
from epilepsy had failed, Kollimalavan went to the sivan temple
and laid his daughter flat on the floor in front of sivan as a final
attempt to cure his daughter. When Kollimalavan heard that
Sampanthar was visiting, he welcomed him with kindness. Sampanthar
entered the Sivan temple and saw the girl lying on the floor, after
Kollimalavan explained what happened, Sampanthar prayed to
Sivan with the hymn Thunivalar Thingal asking Sivan to cure her.
As soon as Sampanthar finished singing the daughter rose up and
the daughter and King Kollimalavan fell at his feet.

Siva
P.Abiram
SG
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What are Thirumuraikal and Sathirangal

Every religion has a basic book to follow.
The rules of the religion are defined there
and the people have to follow as their prime
document. Saiva samayam [religion] has 2
sets of such prime books.

1. Thirumuraikal.
2. Sathirangal.

We have 12 books as Thirumuraikal and
14 books as Sathirangal.

12 Thirumuraikal are the compilation of
work done by 27 authors whereas Sathirangal
are from 6 authors.

Thirumuraikal are the songs which are sung
in praise of Lord Siva. It has a music format
as pan (usssr) in Tamil music. Pan is like Ragha
in the Karnatic music and Pan format is one
of the oldest systems in the music world.These
are normally sung in the temples by the
designated people called Othuvars. These
Thirumuraikal are kept in every saivite house
and are sung. These songs have a strong impact
and are called Tamil mantras. Mantras has
the spiritual power and one who thinks of it,
gets the benefit. It is proven that people who
sing Thirumuraikal songs are blessed by God
and they have a happy life. In this world of
speed and stress, people are able to be calm
and peaceful when they sincerely sing
Thirumuraikal songs.

Authors of Thirumuraikal

Thirugnanasampanthar, Thirunavukkarasar
and Sundaramoorthi swamikal have given us
about 8200 songs from the first 7 Thirumuraikal.
Out of these 7 Thirumuraikal, the first 3 are

ajpanprdl prusar

whaldsinss sanfsd

from Thirugnanasambandar , the next 3 are
from Thirunavukkarasar and the 7th is from
Sundaramoorthi swamigal.

Manickavasakar has written Thiruvasakam
and Thirukkovaiyar which has about 1000
songs in total which is the 8th Thirumuraikal.
Thirumaaligaithevar, Senthanaar, Karuvoor
thevar, Poonthuruthi Nambikada nambi,
Kandaraathithar, Venattadigal, Thiruvaliyam
udhanaar,Purudotthamar and Sethiraayar
contribute the 9th Thirumuraikal which is
called as Thiruvisaippa and Thiruppallandu.
In total there are 301 songs in this Thirumuraikal.

Thirumantiram is the 10th Thirumuraikal
which is by Thirumoolar. There are 3000 songs
in this Thirumuraikal.

The 11th Thirumuraikal is a package of 40
books written by 12 authors. One among the
12 is Lord Siva himself. Lord Siva, Karaikal
Ammaiyar, Nakkirar, Cheraman perumal nayanar,
lyadigal kadavar kone, Pattinatthar, Kallaadar,
Kabilar, Paranar, llamperumaanadigal,
Adhiraadigal and Nambiyaandaar Nambi are
the 12 authors. About 1400 Songs are available
in the 11th Thirumuraikal.

Thirutthondar Puranam [called as Periya
Puranam] is the 12th Thirumuraikal which
was done by Sekkizhar. About 4200 songs are
in Periyapuranam.

It is the basic duty of every saivite to worship
these 27 authors for the great work done by
them with pure kindness.

Authors of Sathirangal

Regarding Sathirangal, Sivagnanabotham

is the apex book which was done by Sri

Meikandar. His
disciple Sri Arulnandi
sivam gave two books
which are Sivagnana
Siddhiyar and Iruba
Irubagathu. Sri Mei
kandar’s another
disciple Sri Mana
vasagakadanthaar

M. Swasllunmugam

I Professor
wrote Unmai Vilak | gajya Siththantha
kam. Thiruviyaloor Ili;t;lcl Traini&ig |II:emm,

iruvavaduthurai
Uyyavandhadeva Natheenan.

nayanaar gave Thiru
vunthiyaar and Thiru
kadavoor Uyyavandhadeva nayanaar presented
Thirkkalitrupadaiyaar. Umapathisivam gave
a big contribution with the following 8 books
which are called Siddhantha attagam.

1. Sivaprakasam.

2 Thiruvarutpayan.

3.Potripakrodai.

4.Kodikkavi.

5.Vina venba.

6.UnmaiNeri vilakkam.

7. Nenjuvidu thoothu.

8.Sankarpa Niraagaranam.

Six Authors have given a total of 14 Sathirangal
which are to be studied. Saiva Siddhantha
philosophy is given elaborately in these 14
Sathirangal. Every book is important with a
unique aspect.

The saiva philosophy which is basically a
logical, optimistic and perennial one is very
well established by these authors. As saivites
we owe a lot to these authors. In total about
1300 songs are there in the Sathirangal.

Apart from these 26 documents [12
Thirumuraikal + 14 Sathirangal] given by these
33 authors, we also follow some other works
given by the teachers who sincerely follow
these 33 authors. Sivagnana Swamigal, Pamban
Swamigal and Kumaragurubara swamigal and
the list goes on.

Anyone who studies and follows a religion
is expected to know about the prime books
of that religion and the authors. This is applicable
to all the religions from any part of the Universe.

As a saivite we are blessed with a philosophy
which gives a definite answer to any question
in the spiritual field. It is our prime duty to
study these books in deep and lead a life as
directed in these books. It is also equally
important to share these with the next
generation so that this wealth is taken care
of and can be experienced ever by everyone.

Note : In our next article, let us understand
more about the authors who have followed
the Thirumuraikal and Sathirangal and also
give an introduction to some of the works
done by them.

Thiruchitrampalam
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Chief deity of the ancient Tamils, son of
the warrior goddess, god of war and victory
is @ paramount part of our culture and belief
system. He is the slayer of demons and keeps
tamils safe from harm. It was believed to be
said that Lord Murugan was born from the 6
sparks from Lord Shiva’s 3rd eye. Agni the fire
god carried these sparks to the pond known
as saravana where six babies were bornon a
lotus each. When lord shiva and goddess
parvati came, parvati took all six babies and
hugged them into one being with 6 heads.

Ever since the birth of lord murugan the
Thevar relentlessly attacked trakasura and his
asura army. While they were proceeding into
battle however, a heavenly voice said from
the sky that the Thevar’s could only win if
kartikeyan was their commander. The Thevars
then requested that lord murugan to become
their commander and thankfully lord murugan
accepted the request. Lord Murugan led the
Thevars into battle against the asuras and
came out victorious.

One day Lord Siva was relaxing in Mount
Kailash with his wife Goddess Parvathy and
sons, Lord Ganesh and Lord Murugan. Suddenly,
Sage Narathar appeared and offered a gift of
a golden mango to Lord Siva. Narathar said
“This is not an ordinary mango. This is the
golden mango of knowledge and whoever
eats this mango will be granted with eternal
knowledge and wisdom."As a loving husband,
Lord Siva gave it to Parvathy and requested
her to eat it. As a loving mother, she wanted
to give the fruit to her children. Because there
was only one fruit that shall not be cut they

The Kundrathu Kumaran Murugan Temple
in Melbourne stands as more than just a
physical structure; it serves as a profound
symbol of connection and continuity for Tamil
Saiva people. This sacred space not only anchors
the community in their heritage but also
provides a sanctuary for preserving their
cherished traditions.

For Tamils living in Melbourne, maintaining
their cultural identity can be challenging amidst
the diverse fabric of modern society. Yet, this
temple stands as a steadfast guardian, ensuring
that the flame of Tamil culture continues to
burn brightly. By embracing their language,
rituals, and customs within its walls, community
members find solace and belonging, as if
they’ve transported a piece of their homeland
to their new abode.

Ve

Lord Murugan - From six bahies to the god of war
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decided to announce a contest between their
two children to see which one could go around
the world 3 times.

Lord Murugan mounted on his peacock to
go around the world. In the meantime, Lord
Ganesh slowly made his way to his parents
and started circling his parents three times.
Siva and Parvathy were perplexed and asked
Ganesh, “Child, you were supposed to circle
the world, so why are you circling us instead?”.
Ganesh replied, “You, my parents are my
universe and my whole world. So, if | circle
you, it means that | have circled the entire
world”. Saying this, He finished his third circle
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just as Lord Murugan
reached Mount Kailash
after finishing his third trip
across the world.

Murgan was short
tempered and flew off to
a temple near the hillside
now known as Palani. Lord
Siva and his wife Parvathy
had to caress him and say
that “ he was the fruit”
to comfort him.

Thiruparankundram, Tiruchenthur, Palani,
Swamimalai, Tirutthanikai and Palamuthircholai
are the 6 abodes of murugan which are located
in the suburban places of South India. The
significance of these six temples are that they
represent different stages in lord murugan’s
life.

As fellow tamil people we should pray and
honor Lord murugan our tamil god as the
blessings of him awakens wisdom which resides
in his chakra. Devotees look to him for healing
of the body and mind as well as strength to
fight life’s challenges. The almighty lord murugan
was born to fight demons for instance
soorasamharam, and be the almighty chief
of the army of devas and to be the symbol of
polarities. Murugan is the bridge to all our
necessities and we must pray to him as fellow
devotees.

Note: Puranas and Stories explain the great,
non-delusive Tamil philosophy.
Om Saravana Pava

Aran Sivasuthan
Grade 6
Syidney

|(Ill|l'alllll Kumaran Murugan Temple

The temple serves as a conduit
for intergenerational wisdom
transfer. As older members
recount tales of their ancestral
lands, a bridge forms between
generations, fostering
understanding and appreciation
for the journey that brought
them here. It’s an invaluable

something greater. It’s as if every
gesture reaffirms their membership
in a shared heritage and guides
them toward making ethical
decisions that reflect the essence
of their culture.

Indeed, the temple’s role
transcends that of a place of worship;
it assumes the role of an instructive

opportunity for younger Siva. lidhujan institution. Workshops and
individuals to connect with their Sivasuthan discussions offer a platform for
roots and imbibe the values that Year 8

have shaped their people for

delving into Saivite tenets,
narratives, and the intricate tapestry

centuries.

At the heart of the temple’s ethos lies Saivam,
an integral facet of Tamil culture. The veneration
of Lord Murugan not only instills a deep spiritual
connection but also encapsulates the ethos
of heroism and virtue. Through the lens of
Saivite principles, the festivals celebrated,
like Thai Pongal, become more than mere
festivities; they metamorphose into guiding
lights, reminding the community of their
commitment to discipline, compassion, and
personal growth.

Within the temple’s hallowed halls, an air
of tranquility prevails. Engaging in prayers,
performing rituals, and showing reverence to
Lord Murugan evokes a sense of unity with

of traditions. This dynamic approach
to learning ensures that the cultural flame is
not merely preserved but also understood
and embraced in all its richness.

In essence, the Kundrathu Kumaran Murugan
Temple stands tall as a testament to the
resilience and determination of the Tamil
Saivite community in Melbourne. It’s a cherished
bridge, not just linking their new home to
their ancestral lands, but also connecting the
past with the present, and the older generation
with the younger. This sacred space beckons
all who enter to find their identity, preserve
their heritage, and strive to lead lives of honor
and virtue.
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Saint Thirugnanasampanthar sang this Thevaram requesting for gold
from Sivan (Masilamaneeswarar Temple, Thiruvavaduthurai). It’s
believed by siva followers, anyone who sings this Thevaram will get
wealth in their life.

Idarinum thalarinum enathuru noy
thodarinum unakalal tholuteluven;
kadalthanil amuthodu kalantha nanchai
midarinil adakkiya véthiyane,

ithuvo emai aalumaaru eevathu onru emakku illaiyél
athuvo unathu innarul aavaduthurai arané.

Vaalinum saavinum varunthinum poy
veelinum unakalal viduven allén;
thaalilam thadampunal thayangu sennip
pol ilamathi vaiththa punniyane.

ithuvo emai aalumaaru eevathu onru emakku illaiyél appadi alal ela viliththavane.
athuvo unathu innarul aavaduthurai arane. . ) _ o
ithuvo emai aalumaaru eevathu onru emakku illaiyél

Nanavinum kanavinum nampaa, unnai athuvo unathu innarul aavaduthurai arané.
manavinum valipadal maravén, am’maan
unalviri narunﬁ<konraip- pothu anintha Pér idar peruki, or pini varinum
analeri analpulku kaiyavane. seer udaik kalal alaal, sinthai seiyén;
ér udai mani mudi iraavananai
ithuvo emai aalumaaru eevathu onru emakku illaiyel aar idar pada, varai adarththavané.

athuvo unathu innarul aavaduthurai arané.

ithuvo emai aalumaaru eevathu onru emakku illaiyel
Thum’malodu arunthuyar thonridinum athuvo unathu innarul aavaduthurai arané.
am’malar adi’yalaal, ararraathu en naa;

kaim’malku. var_isilaik—kar]ai onrina_al
mum’mathil eri ela muninthavané.

ithuvo emai aalumaaru eevathu onru emakku illaiyél
athuvo unathu innarul aavaduthurai arané.

Kaiyathu veelinum kalivu urinum
seikalal adialaal sinthai seiyéen,
koy ani narumalar kulaaya senni
mai’ani midaru udai maraiyavané

ithuvo emai aalumaaru eevathu onru emakku illaiyél
athuvo unathu innarul aavaduthurai arané.

Venthuyar thonri or veru’urinum
enthaai, un adi’alaal éththaathu, en naa;
ainthalai aravu kondu araikku asaiththa
santhavenn podi‘ani sangarane.

ithuvo emai aalumaaru eevathu onru emakku illaiyél
athuvo unathu innarul aavaduthurai arané.

Veppodu viravi 6r vinai varinum
appaa, un adi alaal ararraathu, en naa;

Unninum pasippinum uranginum nin
onmalar adi‘alaal uraiyaathu, en naa;
kannanum kadikamal thaamarai mél
annalum alappu arithu aayavané

ithuvo emai aalumaaru eevathu onru emakku illaiyél
athuvo unathu innarul aavaduthurai arané.

Piththodu mayanki or pini varinum
aththaa, unadi alaal ararraathu en-naa;
puththarum samanarum puran uraikkap
paththarkadku arul seithu payinravang,

ithuvo emai aalumaaru eevathu onru emakku illaiyél
athuvo unathu innarul aavaduthurai arané.

Alaipunal aavadu thurai’amarntha
ilai-nunai vél-padai em iraiyai
nalam’miku jnaana-sampanthan sonna
vilai-udai arun-thamil maalai vallaar

vinai aayina neenkip-poy vinnavar viyan ulakam
nilai’-aaka munéruvar; nilamisai nilai-ilarée.

oppudai oruvanai uru aliya Thiruchchittrampalam

and this is not', and declares all the just principles
in one place? The texts that explicate its tenets
in a clear fashion are the exponent of the absolute
Truth. That being so, all religions inhere and abide
in sacred texts and Agamas. The Sacred Texts
and Agamas abide under the feet of Siva.

Saiva Sithantha holds the view that people
have created many religions, each one of which
is an exact fit for and compatible with the degree
of maturity of the individual soul. Having
experienced embodied life in each one of the

There are many religions in this landscape. Tenets of each : external religions, becoming mature in that religion
one of these religions and their explicatory texts are many - and transcending all the internal controversies
indeed. They are not necessarily in agreement with one another. in that religion, the soul eventually will arrive at the just tenets of
Among these religions, which is the foremost? What explicatory absolute Truth. After its arrival, the soul will acquire Sivagnana Potham
texts of these religions are there to deliberate on its essence? Is (Pedagogical Learning of Sivagnana) and attain liberation.
there a religion that does not have controversies, does say 'this is Thiruchchittrampalam
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