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Tetbun
ON FOOD

~ON THE COVER this time

"" we have a cartoon from a

British paper.  With our
current Sri Lankan penchant
for ‘‘taking over” anything
and everything, we need not
make any apolog’es for taking
over this cartoon. It is typi-
cally British, with what lite-
rary critics would call the
British sense of humour, and
although we are doing our
best to forget everything
British, we now have begun
to admit openly that we must
learn the English language.
If one passes through some
of the bigger towns in_the
island, Kandy, Galle, Matara,
Anuradhapura, one will be
amazed by the “private tuto-
ries'’ which are engaged in
the sole job of teaching stu-
dents the English language.
Teachers with a fair know-
ledge of the English langua-
age are in great demand—
every graduate from our cam-
puses wants to be proficient
in English and they do not
mind taking private tuition
from a good tutor to be able
to use the English language
for day-to-day purposes.

Even when the craze. for
wiping out the last traces
of alien culture, alien educa-
tion and the English language
was at its highest in this
country—in the fifties and
sixties, Tribune had consisten-
tly pointed that to cut
ourselves  from a world
language like English would
be worse than cultural sui-
cide. We have been proved
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eorrect, and we now have a
generation of young people
out of our educational insti-
tuitions who have not acqu-
ired the capacity to communi-
cate in any language. Some
of them may be experts in
Sinhala or in Tamil, but with
only the limited number of
books available to them in
these two languages they
have nothing to say because
they know so little or even
nothing at all. It is humanly

and economically impossible
for any of the smaller langu-
ages to keep pace with deve-
loping knowledge in the
world of today through tran-
slations. That was why (and
is why) we have always ad-
vocated the need to be tied
to one of the world langu-
ages, and as history had
brought English to us, we
have said that it was best that
Ceylon should not throw out
the English language from
our educational system.

But political fanatics who
came to power in this coun-
try, (and they are still in
power), decreed that English
should be taboo because it
savoured of something alien
and, worse still, of imperia-
lism. These fanatics have not
openly retracted, but secretly
some of their tribe want
English re-introduced  (but
most of them have sent their
children abroad to get a pro-
per education in English). Now
hesitant steps are being taken
to re-teach English in our
schools, but there are formi-
dable difficulties about finding
teachers who are proficient
in reaching English. The
British Council endeavours to
help; but our educational
system is in such a morass
that there is very litcle the
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Tribunania

British- Council can do to
pullthe Mahmud cum Udagama
(pickled with acharu from the
free-education of Kannangara
cdupled with the anti-alien
hysteria of Dahanayake) ches-
nuts out of the fire. While
the mess in our schools in-
crease day by day (the child-
ren «re now only fit to march
in Republic Day parades),
hundreds and thousands of
students are seeking private
tuition to learn English. Part
of the increased sales of
Tribune is based on the de-
mand from students and
public servants who want
“to learn English."
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Tribunania

HAVING explained why Tri-
bune has n¢
out ‘“‘taking over” from the
English (we prefer to do this
in preference to taking over
English-owned estates which
we are not yet in a position
to manage), we will come to
the cartoon itself. In a sense
it lends support tc the pun-
dits and politicians of - the
United Front who now
blame world prices for all
tne current ills of Sri Lanka.
This is better than blaming
the UNP, (as the UF still
does) or the Marxists (as
the UNP had dork, earlier).

World prices have certainly
added to the problems Gov-
ernments had to cope with,
but when governments did
not do what they had to do,
world prices have created
greater distress. This is es-
pecially so in this country.
This is one of the few coun-
tries in the world which can
be entirely self-sufficient in
food: grains and cereals,
lentils, meat, fish, eggs, fruits,
milk—everything in fact to

keep make people healthy
and happy.
True enough, British im-

perialism had made the eco-
nomy lop-sided with a mono-
culture in agriculture, viz.
with exXport plancation crops,
but this country has enjoyed
self-government from the year
1930 (from the days of the
Donoughmore  Constitution).
Furthermore, from 1948 we
were free under UNP aegis,
but from 1956 we have had
the blessings of the magic
of the package known as the
Bandaranaike pzlicies, except
for a short spell between
1965 and 1970 when we re-
verted to the Senanayake
package. After 40 ysars of
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inhibitions ab-

self-rule, wa are far from
being self-sufficient, and be-
cause we have no more
money (we have squandered
our inheritance on a mess
of pottage) to import food,
we are faced with starvation.
We have had “plans galere
(as we have had them for the
last forty years} to develop
agriculture and grow moré
food, but nothing has come
of them. Our population has
kept increasing, but not our
agriculture (not in propor-
tion however to our popu-
lation increase). We now
have land ceilings, income cei-
fings and what-have-you—to
increase production and pro-
ductivity a la Kobbekaduwa—
but the people of Sri Lanka
will soon realise that the
fate which has overtaken the
Kobbekaduwa Milk Board will
soon overtake the whole of
agriculture. It is now admit-
ted that the paddy targets
set out by the Ministry of

Agriculture and the Paddy
Marketing Board have not
been attained—Tribune  has

been persistently predicting
this for the last 18 months.

In Great Britain, as the
cartoon points cut, a person
has a chance of at least becom-
ing a vegetarian because the
price. of beef, pork, lamb
and chicken has gone up.
In the past, beef was the
cheapests of the meats in
Ceylon: today pork is the
cheapest, but the prices of
all four have gone on increas-
ing that most people find
it extremely difficult, if not
impossible, to buy any Kkind

of meat. Fish too has hit
the ceiling, and eggs are
daily going up in price. Milk

products have aiready rea-
ched dizzy heights and cheese
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is something unknown in this
country. All the expensive
cows we have imported to
improve our stock have pro-
ved useless and many of them
had died owing to neglect
and bad maintenance.

In England, it is yet possible
to be a vegetarian: cheese,
vegetables, lentils and other
proteins are still available at
reasonable prices. But in
a cold and temperate climate,
with meat-eating food habits,
to be a vegetarian is difficulr.
lt is austerity with a ven-
geance. It is the worst puni-
shment which can be inflicted
upon a humar being.

But in Sri Lanka, in the hot
and humid - climate, one can
be a vegetarian and yet be
healthy—as long as we got our
proteins and other essent-
tials, viz. dhals, milk products,
fruit- and the like. But its
just these we lack today.
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RAVELING NOTES

FROMTHE EDITORS PESK
Bribery, .Foreign
Exchange. Fo_od'

SRI LANKA  seems to be
blessed with many mini-Water-
gates and also a whole heap of
potential big Watergates. One
senior police officer of the rank
of ASP has been “‘trapped” into
accepting zn alleged bribe from
personssaid to be smuggletsand
kasippu kings: another police
officer of similar rank in the
metropolis is alleged to have
beenin an import racket in the
wake of the 1971 insurgency.

We don’t seem to know how
to grow lentils. We have
made a mess of our dairy
industry in spite of the heavy

investments we have made
during the last 40 years.
Fruits are becoming unob-

tainable—they are being swa-
llowed up by our tourists
who get our rupees at FEECs
rates.

This is the sad plight in
which we find ourselves. The
cartoon depicts the plight of
the Englishman who has to
become a vegetarian. |In this
country, such humour is not
possible. in Sri Lanka today,
we can neither be Mmeat-
eater: nor vegetarians ~with
any degree of satisfaction.
Meat has become too ex-
pensive and there are insuffi-
sustain

cient proteins to
healthy life on a vegetarian
diet.

Thiz is something for the

Government to think absut.
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These are only §traws in the
wind.

There are some who say that
even the officers of the Bribery
Commissioners” Office should
be investigated: that if one
knew the rcpes and the
methodology it would be pos-
sible to lay traps for innocent
officials and plant the necessary
“evidence'’ upon them to bring
a charge against them. Under-
world gossip has it that there
are officials in the middle and
lower ranks, anxious to get
detections and convictions, who
are susceptible to various
pressures to induce them to
lay traps. Many caser have come
up in our courts where the
evidence of officers of the BCD
(Bribery Commissioners’
Department) has not been
accepted: in fact, they were
disbelieved.

What is reprehensible is
when the BCD is made a tool
in the hands of the political
party in power, The UNP is
known to have abused their
power by utilising the BCD for
party ends. Can the UF claim
that its hands are clean in
this respect? The present chief
of the BCD is known to be
upright and principled, but he
has to depend on the “‘reports”’
of many subordinates— some
of whom are not above doing
a little “cooking" of evidence
and reports to demonstrate
their “efficiency” — stemming
either from their diligence or
from promptings of a corrupt
nature.

At least, the BCD is now go-
ing all out for some bigger fish
irrespective of their family
connections and political affilia-
tions. It is known that some of
those who have been “‘trapped”
recently are well connected by
UF standards. Xnowledgeable
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From The Edl'té},s Desk

circles are. keeping a vigilant
eye tosee what will happen
to some of those who have
been “‘trapped’.

«To''trap’’a suspect through a
decoy isabout the worst possible
way todetect a crime-if bribery
can be considered a crime
at a time at all when it is the
prevailing philosophy of the
land. Only the man = who'
receives ‘‘cash’’ as a bribe is
“trapped”, charged and pena-
lised.But there are so many
other forms of bribery, espec-
ially in the firmament of
politics, thar do not come within
any definition of bribery in
the penal code or any other
legislation. But there are
others which fall within the
scope of such definitions, but
politicians go scot-free.

The Milk Board scandal
threatens to develop into a
mini - Watergate and it will
be interesting to see how the
leader of the  Opposition,
Mr. J. R. lJayewardene, will
handle it, If he plays his cards
well, the stink which now
envelops the Milk Board will
mushroom into a major
expiosion of H-bomb magn-
itude. ltis loaded with many
megatons of explosive materijal.
It will be also even moreinteres-
ting to see whether the UF wi'l
attemptto whitewash the whole
thing.In the past the LSSP, CP
and even the SLFP at times, had
specialsed in exposing scandals
of this kind .This time they
stand at the wrong end of
the stick? Wili  rhey act
against their own loyalists if
it is shown that they have
either been corrupt or have
been guilty of a major default
of duty .

WITH THE SCANDALS mo-

unting up day by day the
Governmart has  still o
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From The Editor's Desk

do something about  the
distressing situation in
the economic sphere. Minister
T.B. lllangaratne has, in recent

times, been one of the must’

outspoken among the Ministers
depicting the true and sad
state of affairs prevalent in
Sri Lanka .

»

In a recent speech, he poin-
ted out that with a foreign
exchange deficit of Rs. [,050
million,the Government was in
a real quanddry. This ‘‘confes-
sion" he is said to have made
at a meeting of the Govern-
ment Parliamentary” Party on
June 5. This is how the Daily
Mirror reported the meeting.
“Mr. llangaratne was replying
to criticisms levelled against
the Government by  its
backbenchers in regard to the
ever-increasing living  costs,
price hikes in milk foods,etc.
He: was in fact meeting these
criticisms in the absence of
the Minister of Finance, Dr.
N. M. Perera who arrived
sometime later. The Trade
Minister explained that the
earpings of the Government
for this year was around
Rs. 2,200 million while the
amount needed for importing
essential consumer items, raw
materials for industries etc.,
cost about Rs. 2,750 million.
To add to the bargain he
pointed out, that the servicing
of foreign debts, too, needed
an extra Rs. 500 million.

‘‘He submitted that as a

result Sri Lanka  was almost
Rs. 1.050 million in the
red. Thisis the deficit that

is worrying the Cabinet and
to which we have been addre-
ssing our minds most seriously,
he added. He also asked what
else the Government could do
in the face of this mounting
deficit,
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“The backbenchers who were
very critical of governmental
activity urged that immediate
steps be taken to implement
the progressive legislation
already passed by the National
State Assembly. Their main
grouse was that the people
have not felt the impact of
such measures like land
reforms, ceiling on incomes,
ceiling on housing etc., They
requested the Government
to take immediate steps to
decentralise the administ-
ration and budgetary expen-
diture. They also wanted a
complete overhaul of the
existing oureaucratic machi-
nery.”

BUT EVEN more difficult is
the rice situation. The Paddy
Marketing Board now seems
to have set a modest target
of 24 million bushels for the
last Maha, and of this only
16 million bushels seems to
have been collected so far.
There was a time not soO
long ago when the Ministry
of Agriculture spoke about
collecting 50 odd  million
bushels: then it came down
to 46 millions, and then it
suddenly dropped to 24
millions. But the actual collect-
ion will not probably go beyond
[6 million. And we are
already on the threshold of
the Yala crop.

To overcome this shortfall
and decreasing production, the
Government — no  doubt
prompted by the Ministry of
Agriculture with its allegedly
near-genius prodigy of a
Permanent Secretary, Mahinda
Silva, has fallen upon a new
methodof inducing production:
ENFORCED CULTIVATION
BY GAZETTE NOTIFICAT-
ION, Already there is a gazette
notification under the Emer-

gency Regulations which has
laid that idle lands would
be handed overto those willing
to cultivate andthatCompetent
Authorities woud be ap pointed
for every area to make people
know what they should grow
and what they should not.

It will be real fun when the
Competent  Authority  in
each area gets going. He will
probably have to get the Army
to enforce his orders, but who
will check whether the man
asked to grow yams has
planted manioc instead.

NOT MANY people seem to
realise that the shortage of
rice is worldwide. The decline
in the production of rice in
almost all rice producing
countries in the last two years
has undoubtedly created pro-
blems both for the producing
as well as consuming countries.
While the former, except for
a few developed ones among
them for whom rice is not a

major export earner,
are faced with balance of
payments difficulties, the
latter have to pay a high

price for their rice imports.
It is, therefore, onlyproper that
the international ~ community
should be agitated  about
it,and the FoodandAgricultural
Organization, as the compe‘-

tent authority , should be
engaged in holding consulta-
tions on its <onsequences.

The meeting of its inter-
governmental group on rice,
which opened in New Delhi
some weeks ago, evidentiy
assumes some  importance
in this context.

But what can this meeting
or others that the FAO might
hold to consider these prob-
lems achieve except in pooling
and disseminating some infor
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mation on research in deve-
loping better, high yielding
varieties of the cereal? The
developed rice-producing
countries have little interest
in undertaking any inter-
national action to stabilize rice
prices and ensure its adeq-
uate supplies to needy
nations. Their interest, if at
all, is in exploiting every
situation to their advantage.
While a scarcity prompts
them to raise the price of their
cereal and also use it to
extract economic and even
political concessions from the
importing countries, a good
crop finds them unlsading their
supplies in even the traditional
markets of developing rice-
producing countries. In either
case the losers are the deve-
loping countries, both rice
exporting and importing as
Burma and Thailand among
the former and Sri Lanka and
India among the latter know to
their cost. It would have been
the same in wheat, if most
of the countries exporting it
had not belonged to the
developed world. The FAO,
with all its concern for safe-
guarding the interests of all
nations, can hardly change
this situation. It can at best
help in focussing attention on
its unwholesome aspects, as
it has been dutifully doing in
respect of aimost all major
agriculltural commodities.

Yet, the situation fis. not
irremediable if the developing
countries can help each other
and act in concert to defeat
the game of the developed
countries. There is enough
scope for absorption of their
rice surpluses in the developing
world itself,and it should not
be difficult for them to work
out suitable arrangements for
trade on barter or any other
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mutually advantageous basis.
They can also easily cooperate
in research to increase the
yield as some of them are
already doing. ‘“World Food
Security”” on which the repre-
sentative of the FAO Director
General rightly laid stress at
the New Delhi meeting, has
relevance only for the deve-
loping countries and they
should also be the most
concerned about providing it
unto themselves.

A NEWS AGENCY, writing
from New York, summed up
the difficult food problem:
“Many of the world's under-
developed countries spread
throughout the four
continents are facing serious
food shortages caused by an
unprecedented series of
droughts. Most of the world’s
more extreme climatic
zones face droughts—and occa-
sionally flooding -from time
to time. But this year freak
weather conditions have coinci-
ded in widely separated parts
of the globe, ruining already
inadequate agriculture  and
stretching relief reserves to
the limit.

“Millions of people are
going hungry as a result of
droughts ‘in central America,
Africa and in India and some

other countries of Asia.
Even Cyprus, in the
Mediterranean, is  experi-
encing its lowest rainfall for

80 years and the winter grain
crop has failed almost comple-
tely. This comes after food
production per head fell for
the second suecessive year in
the developing regions of the
world. Production of food
rose by | per cent in 1972,
but the population rose by
4 percent.

_ people — slightly

From The Editor's Desk

“This means that in many
countries-with the hottest sum-
mer months still to come-there
is simply not enough food to
go round. In India one of the
worst droughts for years has
sofar effected ahout 200 million
less than
the entire population of the
United otates. The Govern-
ment has had to rush grains by
special trains to relieve the
situation in the western States

" of Maharashtra. Reserve stocks

of grain built up in years of
good harvests are virtually
exhausted, and the outlook
for the summer months is
grim,

“In the neighbouring Hima-
layan kingdom of Nepal,
British Royal Air Force trans-
ports have just finished
dropping nearly 2,000 tons of
food into famine-hit areas
which have had two bad crop
years.

“India’s southern neighbour
Sri Lanka rarley suffers from
the crippling droughts which
plague India, but nevertheless
was hit by the fajlure of last
year's. spring monsoon.

“Further to the east,
Indonesia is only just beginning
to recover from the effects
of a drought which nersisted
through the last six months
of last year.

America’s worst
drought in 30 years has
caused total crop damage
estimated at |00 million dollars

“Central

(about Rs, 73 crores) and
has provoked a state of
emergency in Costa Rica

and Honduras,

“The largest area hit by
this year's rash of world-
wide droughts is a 3,200 kms
strip of West African territory
south of the Sahara desert.
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On the farm

From the Atlantic coast of Mau-
ritania to the Barren wastes
of Chad in the centre of the
continent no rain at all has
fallen this year. The droughtis
also crippling much of Senegal
Mali, Upper Volta, Niger
and parts of gorthern Nigeria,
disrupting the livelihood of
more than 25 milljon people.

“In northern Ethiopia, on
the other side of  Africa,
rivers and ponds are dry and
hundreds of cattle are dying
because of the dreught which

has prevailed thefe  since
Christmas.
“Scientists agree that the

droughts and freakish weather
over many parts of the world
may signal global changes in
climate and some  experts
are even wondering if another
ice age is on its way.The
climatic situation is compli-
cated by the largely unknown
effect of man-made pollution.

““‘Some Soviet meteorologists
maintain that the climate of

northern Europe, Asia and
America will get“markedly
warmer'’ by the year 2,000
and link this with the known
recession of the Polar ice.

“The American Nobel peace'

prize winner Norman Borlaug
who started the “‘green
revolution’”” with his  new
strains of high-yeilding cere-
als, has called for a world
food bank to be set up to
solve the problem.”
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SHAMBA

OUR NUMBERS INCREASE
and DECREASE

APRIL 25—30
ANATORY BUKOBA

April 25,

At last | was away a few
days. | was able to leave the
place in charge of someone.
| came back one evening
to find the leaves or branches
of some of the papaw trees
destroyed. In fact , they were
missing, _and no one knows
how. The same fate has befallen
one of the two vines that
were doing well. |found the
large manioc plot beautifully
weeded, a very tidy job in-
deed. There seems to have
been the heaviest shower of
rain we have had, while | was
away. The soil is looking very
white in places because of
it. The bittergourd and the
red onion is looking alright but
the other vegetable beds are
looking a mess. Only the
tampala has appeared  as
far as | can make out. Nothing
looking  like  papaw has
appeared in the beds | sowed
with it in spite of what'l wrote
earlier. The jak plants and
the water melon and mackerel
appear to be doing alright
but they are not growing
very Tast just now. I
some watering this evening,
and watered too, the newly
planted or re-planted murunga.
Woeeds are growing apace,
and | must concentrate on
them.

We have made a new
massa, and three people will
be able to sleep here now
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did

quite comfortably. | seem to
have a permanent companion,
not very experienced as far
as | can see, but apparently
keen in spite of first appea-
rances.

The idea occured to me
that the word which will
best fit the society that |
am trying or hoping to build
here will be association. No-
body has-been or will be
employed here within the
exact meaning of that term.
What | want are associates
who will bring something
aleng with them. Those
who have nothing to bring
will be more in the nature
of companions.

| have fallen back on Shra-
madana, especially for the
building of this home. But
| do not like it. This is only
one acre and those associated
with this place will have to
try to earn a living, or per-
haps | should say, their living
by various ways.

April 26,

A real topsy-turvy day, and
it would seem there are
nothing like people to make
it so. Fickle people. We
were back on the old bread
and onfons, with plantains
thrown in.  Three people
joined us, making it six,
then two went, and two will
go tomorrow, and | hope

TRIBUNE, June 16, 1973



two will be leftc. This will
be better than being alone,
as | was for six weeks. We
were so many for a few hours,
I asked some of our members
to hire themselves out for
the day; there seems plenty
of work around but now there
will be no need for that.
The three who came worked
like a machinc. One of them
climbeda kumbuk tree with
its smooth back and many
sizes bigger than him. |
never thought to see it done,
and he had his cutting tool
in his mouth, some energy,
and from Colombo people,
too.

The work we did todey
was domestic. We had
about eight cadjans left. With
these and with others, we
.extended the roof on one
side of our house to form
an extension to the verandah.
It was to be used for sleeping,
but now with our reduced
numbers, it will be used as
a part—time kitchen. The
extension has made us look
much larger. Some watering
was done this evening.
| also cut some more grass
today. The vegetable beds
look a hopeless mess except
for the manioc, the larger
plot anyway, the bittergourd
and the red onion. Even
the red onion looks knocked
about; it was by the rain.

Someone has brought us
some sweet potato ° plants.
We put it in a bucket of
water for the time being.
If only I knew the name of
some of the herbs that grow
here. One of them was used
to flavour the tea the other
day, and successful it was,
| go out with the cutting
parties to keep an eye on what
wood is cut. This really is 3
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grand life, in spite of the un-
certainties it brings in its
train. A wild pig seems to
have been running round the
back of the house last night,
just a few feet away from it.
It left its tracks.

April 27,

It was a full working day.
| continued to ‘mow’ the
grass. Then we did some
clearing, the first done for
a long time. It was in the
heart of our wood, and our
wood worse than a jungle,
The one who cleared knew
something about trees, and
this was a pleasant change
for me. My first companion
had known a little, .00, and
he was very good at recogni-
sing diwul or dimbul trees,
small ones, not very easy
with so much thorn about.

.| used the mammoty to up-

root what my companion cut
today. The wood will remain
a wood, but the result of
our work will be to make
it more accessible, people will
be able to walk not crawl,
through it.

We spent a packet on food
today. It went to Rs. 10/-, For
the first time in two and a
half months we brought some
milk; just did without it be-
fore. Our attili is full of rice.
My firend took some time
sorting out the rations pack-
ing it .into tins and storing
it away. Today we had lunch
at the correct time, 12.30.
Yesterday, it was, at 3 p.m.
Quite against my principles.

Some one | said brought
me some  sweet potato
plants, and we ecut them up
and planted them in the
thirty four holes. These went
in on one side of the foot-
path that leads from the

On the farm

house to the public bathing
place. We have some more
manioc to plant. | was able
to do some watering, and
| gave the mangotrees some
water.  The newly - planted
sweet potato had to be
watered too.

We have fixed up a sort
of going with one of the
two mammoties that are here
just now. This is to help
keep animals away at night.

April - 28,

Today was one of those
days when no real work
seems to hzve been done.
| was half-way through the
watering when a friend tur-
ned up with a flowerir.g shrub,
and | thought it more polite
to talk to him than to go
on with the watering. Later
we were: very hungry, and
from that point on the day
seemed to be a succession
of meals. | was very extra-
vagant and bought some bis-
cuits. There was more work
with the V.C. katha, and
then the owner borrowed it
back. The evening flew past.
Here again visitors upset us.
We sat and listened and
talked. Our thirty-four new
murunga cuttings were not
planted. A little clearing
with the mammoty was done.
No watering was done this
evening, We have ordered a
hiramana or coconut scraper,
and a wang-gediak or chilli
pounder from the balcksmith
cum carpenter. He has pro-
mised us them both for Rs. 6/-
I think we shal! have to have
our own V., C, katha to keep
the grass and the weeds
short. '

Our three most pressing
problems just now are to
get this acre ship-shape, to
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put up a tea-room or paddy
to provide us with a quicker
return for our efforts to live
here and to recruit more
people. The last will be the
more difficult and the solution
itself to the other two. Two
shops have opened in this
hamlet sincé | came here,
and good-will prevails among
all, the old and, the new.
My companion has taken to
writing verse, and he ' is
busy with it while | am doing
this. What he writes is
called kavvi®in Sinhalese. |
think it means poem, and |
believes a Sinhalese poem is
always sung, not" recited.
My friend has been a poet
some tinfe. We write by
open oil lamps. Mine rests
on a bed; he is ‘holding his
in his hand. There is a nice
Lreeze tonight, but nc rain yet.

April 29,

Watering was done this
morning, all that was not
done last evening, but the

sweet potatoes were over-
looked. There would not have
. been time for them anyway.
They were done in the even-
ing, however, and also the
manioc that was planted to-
day.  This manioc thirty-
four cuttings, was not plan-
ted like those we did before.
These were done double, one
on eitfier side of the hole.
These were also much thic-
ker, broader, than the cut-
tings we had before. The
two new flowering creepers
were also watered, and the
flowering tree that was plan-
ted about a week ago. By
then it was quite dark, too
dark for me to make my
way up from the river.

The first jak tree, the eigh-
teen month variety that |
planted twe months ago and
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which had lost its top not
long after, has some leaves
on it at last. They appeared
yesterday, a reward for my
not giving it up and for
watering it, when it really
seemed quite dead. The
faulu, planted cbout the same
time looks green, butother-
wise it has shown no signs
of life, not a leaf. The mango
looks like a piece of wood
struck in the ground, but
| still water it.

An operation was perfor-
med on one of the alu-kehel
or cooking plantain trees.
For about two weeks or
even longer, this has had a
leaf stuck ‘in its middle, and
still folded that did not seem
capable of bursting out of
its confinement like that |ea-
ves on the other trees. So
its trunk was cut and remo-
ved, leaving just a short
stump. | am afraid we have
cut it too far down, and we
shall just have to wait and
see what happens. Today
we started collecting our first
and own vegetable seeds,
chilies and tomatoes. We
did this from the chillies and
tomatoes we have bought.
This is something | had always
wanted to do.

April 30,
Watering  occupied  the
early morning. Then we

cleared all that had been cut
some time ago, and also
more recently, and this pile
was set fire to this evening.
It was in a rather cramped
space surrounded by
tall trees, and as the flames
reached very high, the leaves
of these trees must have had

another scorching, on the
side of the tree that was
nearest the fire. A heap had

been set fire to here before,
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and we made use of the
same place as there was no
place nearer which was bet-
ter. | continued to mow the
grass and weed with the
V.C. katha. We have got some
seed from the brinjals that
we bought, just as we did
with chillies and tomatoes
yesterday.

There was some clearing
done in front of the house,
and it has made a great dif-
ference. | removed the stains
round the flower beds, as
the plants are big enough
to stand on their own.

We had a wild idea of
selling wild karapincha in the
kaddays. It grows quite pro-
fusely here. We were told,
however, that there will b2
no sale for wild karapincha.
K