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UNITED FRONT'S GEM CAPITALISM

With this Budget, the nec-capitalism which has so far been
surreptitiously sponsored by the United Front, has erupted into the
open, It is a unique kind of capitalism like so many things in Sri
banka. With the full-blooded United Front cry against capitalism
and capitalists, many ir this country and abroad had been mesmer-
ised into thinking that the end of capitalism in Sri Lanka was in
sight. But mary, both here and abroad, were not taken in. And
they have cashed in—in a big way. What the United Front has,
however, succeeded in doing, partially at any rate, is to undermine
the capitalist and landiord class structure which had given full sup-
port to the UNP, but in the process the United Front has also
virtually destroyed the national bcurgeocisie which had been the
backbone of the SLFP. Whilst this work of destroying the national
bourgecisie behind the UNP (and incidentally the SLFP) was going
on behind the smokescreen of demogogic “socialist” slogans, a new
capitalist class was being created but mainly under the aegis and
patronage of the LSSP. Dr, N. M. Perera has already created a
powerful tribe of gem exporters, whilst his colleague Dr. Colvin R. de
Silva has an equally powerful tribe of exporters of non-traditional
goods. Kalugalle's cohorts of 15-year tax-holiday tourist promoters
and hoteliers are a weaker segment, but are now being augmented by
gem and non-trad capitalists, In the Budget it was claimed, no doubt
with justification, that the profits from gem capitalism, non-tradi-
tional exports and tourism, had saved Sri Lanka from the clutches
of the IMF. But ¢he question which thinking youth will ask is whether
the national bourgedsie and' national landlords had to be destroyed
in order to create the new Frankenstein which can most aptly be
described as Gent Capitalism. The profit motive, as an inducement for
eccnamic activity, has been emasculated so far as Ceylonese-owned
agriculture and Industry are concerned—and with no adequate alter-
native local production has begun to sag, and even the panic about a
feod crisis is not likely to do much good. Unless other political
factors intervene, the future of Sri Lanka is the future of Gem
Capitalism under the leadership of the LSSP with foreign capitalists
coming under the new institutional infrastructure of gem capitalism.
There is already less and less talk of socialism. The focus is on gems,
the exports of non-traditional goods (and latterly also of traditional
goods withthe old local capitalists coming te terms with the power
elite of gem capitalism) and tourism. The new era of gem capitalism
is already upon Sri Lanka.
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THE BUDGET DEBATE which
is- nw in ‘progress, "at the
time “of writing, has already
turned out to be tke most
humdrum affair without any
of the sparkle or liveliness
"associated with parliagentary
_debate. Further, it is now
“not a debate on the bydget
" and the policies of the govern-
ment in regard to fiscal and
budgetary matters, but the
debate covered the whole
range of political and every
other kind of activity in Sri
* Lanka today. Bur if such
.debate on a free ranging sur-
“ vey of all that is happening
in" Sri Lanka is on a high
level, able to inspire enngb-
ling thoughts or irduce poli-
tical action of high order,
there cannot be any ground
for complaint. As it 1s, the
budget debate in the National
State Assembly has become
a mockery of what such a
debate should be. *

The Leader of the Oppo-
sition, J. R.dayewardene, the
experienced and consummate
parliamentarian that he is, see-
ms to nevertheless have been
overwhelmed with the malaise
of our times revolving round
pettyfogging trivialities, and
his speech opening the de-
bate was reminiscent of the
degradation which has over-
taken parhamentary govern-
ment in our country.. *He was
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satisfied twitting the Minise

ter of Finance about some-
thing what the IMF -and IBRD
chief had stated about Sri
Lank~—that where some peo-
ple might have thought that
the UNP was responsible for
some “misdeed” it was really
the result of the work of the
SLFP. Or vice-versa
All  this was in  excel-
lent style—parry and' thrust
to score a point for party
advantaga, and the Minister
of Finance is reported to
have commented sotto voce
that “Dick’” had goc a bull’s
eye. But ihe rest of L. R.
Jayewardene’s speech was a
slow descent into the pit of
demogogic  harangueing on
party squabbles.

Minister T. B. lllangaratne,
who opened for the Guvern-
ment, did no better. He was
satisfied bkanging away not
cnly at the UNP but also at
other critics of the Govern-
ment. What was deplorable
was - that he was gieefully
happy when he was able to
attribute tome personal mot-
ive to dismiss the bena fides
of a critic—without realising
that the vast majority of peo-
ple are no longer duped by
such argumentation but want
any matter discussed on its
merits. lllangaratne  sug-
gested that the Sur-Dawasd
group had turned against the
Government because an appli®
import  printing
machinery without FEECs had
been turnea down and also
because a Sun-Dawasa valuz-
tion for a building which the
Government proposed to ac-
quire had not been accepted
by the Government valuer,
Why these matters should
be trotted out just when
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the Sun-Dawagsa papers have
begun to make valid criticism
about Government policies and
actions is intriguing, but at
long as the Gunasena papers -
were in 2 mood to support
thes Government (even after
its «disappointmer.ts about the
machinery and the land) these
skeletons were left intact in
the cupboard. lllangaratne,
in similar style, sought to
dismiss J. R. Jayewardene
by seating that he had sought
to join the Government in
1970 by deserting Dudley
Senanayake and the UNP—
and streised that it would
be wrong to pa) serious at--
tention to the Leader of the
Opposition or the UNP which
he now led.

The other speakers also
delivered themseives of low-
calibre speeches in similar
strain. Qur present genera-
tion of politicians in power,
in the Government and in the
Opposition, have enough ske.e=
tons in their political and
personal cupboards, and a de-
bate constantly referring to
these unsavoury matters can
be most depressing, The
depleted numbers in the
House during the Debate is
only an indication of the
sagging interest in this kind
of debating.

THIS 1S also a reflection ‘that -
an overwhelming predumina-
nce of one party or one
coalition makes a farce of
parliamentary democracy,
With a steam-roller mejorit;
the outcome of the debate
is a foregone conclusion and
there is no serious effort by
anyone to analyse the budget
or examine its short-range
and long-range implications.



And® parliamentarians, who
have always thrived on publi-
city in the press, radio and
other: mass-media forms of
communication, are today lost
in 2 world of paper shortages,
newsprint cuts, controlled
press, selective broadcastisg
and press and radio black-
outs. Very few people read
the Hansard even if they are
able tc come by =2 copy.
Without being able to reach
out to a mass audience by
speaking in the National State
. Assembly, our parliamenta-
rians have become a lost
tribe on the last frontiers
of pariiamentary democracy.

We are slowly moving
into a one party state
paying lipservice to psue-
do socizlism, with power
vested in Political Au-
thorities satellited by
MPs who have become
all-powerfut in execu-
tive and administrative
matters in their respect-
ive electorates. The n2wW
system of Justice with
all its claims to uphold
fundamental rights, vests
such powers in the police
that the rule of law and
the rights of the indi-
vidual citizen will be-
come a thing of the
past. The rea! econcmic
pcwer is passing into
the hands of the new
Gem ~ Capitalista spaw-
ned by the Unitad Front
and buttressed by the
neo capitalists (born of
an unholy merger of old
and new capitalists).State
capitzlism  inside Sri
Lanka and government-
to-government deals in
foreign trade also tend
to make the Gem Capi-
talists richer and richer.

2

How far this trena will
go it is difficult to say, but
the people of Sri Lanka, es-
pecially its young, will have
no use for Gem Capitelism
just as much as they had no
use for colonialism, imperia-
lism and every form of UNP
capitalism. Whethor the Gem
Capitalism of the United
Front with all its bogus flag-
waving for socialism, will fare
any better with our youth
is a matter for the immediate
future of the island, The
administrative, economic, poli-
tica! and even judicial structure
in Sri Lanka has been changed
so much, sometimes for the
better but mere often for
the worse, that it is difficult
to envisage what the future
will be like.

UNITED  FRONT - STAL-
WARTS boastfully claim that
they have successfully liqui-
dated capitalism in Sri Lanka.
On the surface, scme of the
actions they have taken tend
to give the impression that
capitalism has been ended for
all time in Sri Lenka, but a
penetrating 2nd incisive’probe
into what has really happened
in this country will show a
different picture.

The big imperialist and fore-
ign  (mainly British) invest-

ments are still intact. A
few of their marginally un-
economic and dud eslates
have heen bought by the

Government with ampte com -
pensation under a propaganda
cover of a “take-over.” The
big estate agencies remain
as citadels of foreign domin-
nance in the tea industry,
and the fact that brown
sahibs run thése companies
does not make any difference,
The foreign Commercial Banks
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remain.  The big private
undertakings, basically fore-
ign-owned, like Brown & Co,
Ltd., Rowlands Ltd., Colombo
Commercial Co. Ltd.,, Hunter
& Co. Ltd.,, remain intact,
Other comapnies like Mac-
woods Ltd. and Walkers Ltd
have been “Ceylonised” but
only with the assistance of
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foreign banks, making them
still foreigr-orientated units.
_ What has the United Front
really succeeded in destroying
or weakening? _

The UF has undoubtedly
undermined the economic
power of Sri Lanka’s national
bourgeoisie on the politically
demogogic slogan of finishing
off the UNP. But, in the pro-
cess, the national bourgeoise
which had supported the
SLFP too has been “finished
off.” Land Reforms, Ceiling
on Incomes and Compulsory
Savings, Nationalisation and
“the like have only crippled
those of the national bour-
geoisie Who were not ,able
to creep into the ranks of
-the gem capitalists. and the
neo-rich exporters of non-
traditional goods and the 15-
year tax holiday tourist pro-
moters and hoteliers,

To hide the lack of con-

. .crete action to liquidate fort-

ign imperialist capitdiism, Uni-
ted Front chieftains are now
talking abuut™ ‘“ceylonising”
sterling companies, but at
best it will be nothing more
than setting up a new colla-
boratior between the new
United Front capitalists and
traditional British capitalists
coupled with new foreign
capitalists from Japan, France
and West Germany.

Considering the low level
of economic activity in Sri
Lanka and the persisting stag-
nation in econcmic develop-
ment in the jsland, Tribune
has not called for the destruc-
tion of any force of economic
productive capacity whether
it was foreign or domestic.
A public sector, in our view,
is an essential catalyst in a
developing country. But, we
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are still a long way off from
raising full-blooded socialist
slogans cf a concrete  prac-
ticable or workable nature.
For i long long time more
it would be in the interest
of Sri Lanka to promote a
harmonious collaboration
between foreign znd [ocal
capitzl in a way that our
paramount  interests are
amp'.y znd adequately safe-
guarded, (Even the United
Front is now coming round
to this view but behind a
smokescreen of its present
cocialist blah-blah).

SRI LANKA needs the tech-
nology and the capital re-
sources of advanced countries.
Socialist Poland ha: now con-
tracted with Massey-Ferguson
to set up a fantastically large
plant tc make tractors in
Poland. The Soviet Union
has entered into a large num-
ber of contracts buying tech-
nology on capitalist credit.
(Even blade - making Wilkin-
sons are setting up a plant
for the USSR near Moscow).
The Jananese are building a
super - duper hotel cemplex
for the Bulgarians on the
Black Sea Coast, with a geisha
hall and other accoutrements
complete to attract tourists.

VWhat is sauce for the goose
is also sauce for the gander.
We have, no doubt, to be
economically independent,
but we also need economic
development. It is pointless
pauperising ourselves in the
quest for a mythical economic
independance. But it is Worse
to seek to destroy domestic
political enemies unmindful of
the resulting pauperisation
through lowered ‘economic
production, This is just what
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has has happened in Ceyiol
so far. Having crippled poli-
tical enemies, the Uhnited
Front is setting out to create
a new capitalist class under
its wing, It js inviting foreign
coliaborators under the aegis
of “the newly—sprouting gem
capitalism,

The people of Sri Leznka,
especially its youth, have be-
gun to realise the hypocrisy
of United Front claims that
it was out to destroy capi-
talism. They sece the 6 Sri
cars of the gem capitalists and
the new luxury of the ex-
porters of non-fraditional
goods and the hoteliers—
and their frustration keeps
growing. They see the grow-
ing arrogance of the conver-
tible currency nouveau riche.
In their dismay the youth
are flocking to  meetings
organised by the UNP and
the Opposition parties—only
te find that these parties too
have notking to offer.

Whither Sri Lanka?

Israel’'s Fears

Just at the time when
political sympathy had been
swinging quite perceptibly
away from Israel, even
among some of her staunch-
est supporters Cairo and
Damascus have  proved
Israel’s case for all the
world to see. That case
is, of course, that there
can be no settlement until
srael’s neighbours accept
her existence within se-
cure borders.

— The Daily Telegraph,
London.




From the Easy Chair

BY ALLADIN

NEW NOTES FOR OLD

by Canax

If they haven't cottoned on
to the idea yet, I'd like to
prod our boys in the planning
Ministry to think seriously
about what Mr. Austin Sprake,

of Guernsey Channel |Is-
lands, has been doing for
_years. In other circumstan-

ces, what he dces may be
none of our business, but
in this one instance it may
be useful to make it
ours. One doesn’'t have to
be an exceptionally bright
spark to figure out that Mr.
Sprake's hobby could open,
for us, yet another non-trad
export door to the wide,
wide world.

Austin and his wife broke
journey here for six days not
long ago in the course of a
Far Eastern holiday tour look-
ing for, of all things, old cur-
rency notes. Had it not
been for their brief stop-
over in Sri Lanka, we wouldn't
even have known what we
have been missing.

| nave been trying to get
at NM for nearly a week
now, but | understand he's
too busy to be disturbed.
He’s got the Budget out of
the way, | know, and | doubt
he will start so early on the
next one. Seems he's work-
ing round-the-clock, knocking
something else into shape,
something called Gazettes, if
it means anything to you.
| can't make head or tail
of it myself, but when |
mentioned this to a friend
suggesting NM  shouldn’t
work himself to death like
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this, he merely sighed. “Typi-
cal of the man", he said.
“but it might have been a
radical change to have the
Gazettes first and the Budget
later. Bourgeois habits die
hard, | suppose.”

| can't make head or tail
of that, eitner.

I've been eager to tell NM
about the Sprakes. There
must be hundreds of thou-
sands of couples iike them out
West having the same hobby
and all waiting merely to be
hooked. | suspect NM will
be so pleased to hear what |
have to say, he might reward
me with a tax holiday for
life and still feel Fe hasn't
done enough to shcw his
gratitude. Well, a tax holi-
day for life is not baa for
a start, and | may be able
to suggest a couple of other
perks as we go along.

The  Planning  Ministry
can take its time working
out the details of the opera-
tion, but why l'am trying to
get across to NM in a hurry
is so he car get a quick word
down to—sorr{, up té—the
Central Bank before it is too
jate to save a potential ‘non-
trad export from going up
in smoke. No, I'm nut finding
fault with the Bank; after all
it requires a wealth of experi-
ence rather than cash reser-
ves to realise that just be-
cause you demonetise money
you don’t have to go the
whole hog and put it to the
torch -as well,

Looked at strictly in value
terms, the [00-buck note may
not have been worth the
paper it was printed on before
demonetisation, but by God
(and Mr. Spiake) it probably
fetches three times its face
value ever since. The old
50-buck note, I'm told, fetches
half as much as an old 100-
buck note does, and | have
never fully understooa why;
| hear it has something to do
with our early educational
system and the values that
went, or came, with it. |
can't remember this myself,
but it appears that genera-
tions of kids have been taught
to accept without question
the ridiculous theory that 50
is exactly haif of 100, and no-
body wants to go changing
it now because nobody can
think of anything better to
teach instead.

Te get back to the old
notes, there may be some
peopl2 who are likely to re-
gard my proposal as being un
worthy of our country and
our Government. Give the
old notes away free, they'll
say, but don’t make a finan-
cial ki'ling on what you your-
self have declared to be de-
void of any value.

Such attitudes, I'm afraiq,
are themselves devoid not
merely of any value but of
commonsense as well. Op-
portunism, or the art of
striking when the iron’s hot,
is a virtue that may not have
much value, but it certainly
pays rich dividends.  And
right now out economy can
do with every buck it can
get. The motivating princi-
ple, then, should be that a
buck saved (from the bonfire
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and from oblivion) |5 a buck
earned,

From what | hear the Cen-
tral Bank has already destro-
yed old notes ty the value
of Rs. 44,433, 475 up to June
last year—and thereby hangs
a tale.

If NM has wondered why
the World Bank refused to
be swayed by his sob stories
this time, I'll tell him now.
He's been telling the Bank
these past three years that
we are chronically short of
cash and, needless to say, it
believed him, which is why
we got the dough so far.
But when, last year, it heard
what the Central Bank had
done, and proposed going on
doing, it rezlised someone
was completely out of touch
with reality, The Bank had
no difficulty figuring out who
that someone was. It couldn’t
be the Bank, for Sure, since
it existed on reality the way
some countries survive2 on
borrowed money.  Besides,
the Bank with its vast resour-
ces generated its own hard
reality and even had 2 surplus
of the commodity, which is
why it tends to be more
generous with that than it
is with hard cash,

So NM had to be the one,
after all, who was having his
head in "the clouds. Qur
Central Bank had ciearly de-
monstrated that Sri Lanka
had a lot of money to burn,
and NM was not evern aware
of it.

If NM is to take advantage
of my idea he will have to
move fact. | don't know how
he’s going to accomplish this,
but he will have to diplomati-
cally tell the Auditor-General
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to go poke his inquisitive
nose somewhere else, for it
appears the A-G has been
particularly  persistent  in
asking awkward  questions.
Why, he want: to know al-
ready, hasn’'t the Central
Bank, even three years after
demonetisation, not yet given
all old notes the coup
de grace, and is evidently
peeved that only less than a
tenth of the total of over
1000 million has so far been
confined to the flames.

We all no doubt enjoy a
good conflagaration at times,
but when we pick on old
currency to indulge oursel-
ves, | think we are playing
with fire. Politics is always
a better, ana safer, bet.

A great pity Mr. Sprake
had not dropped in on us
in 1970 when NM thought
up this revolutionary deviie
to deal with money. We
could then have co-ordinated
the whole operztion and had
the Export Promotion Coun-
cil to take over where he
left off. The Council wouldn’t
have had the usual problem
of ensuring standards of qua-
lity like they have to do in
most other non-trad items.
One old note is as good as
another, and the only com-
plaint from customers would
have been where counterfeit

notes tried to pass off as
old ones.
The Council's major head

ache so far has been to meet
demand, provide quantity as
weli as quality, When a fore-
igner takes a fancy for our
devil masks, he gets so en-
thusiastic he wants one mill-
ion of them, just like that.
If the West takes to our
old notes, as | feel sure it
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will, both quantity and qua-
lity are assured. If he wants
a millior,, he can have a mill-
ion, so long as hie pays the
price,

.The way things have tur-
ned out, it seems Sri Lanka
also has 2 bunch of guys
around with the same hobby
as Mr. Sprake. The only
difference is  that where
Mr. Sprake keeps his old
notes trapped securely in al-
bums, cur chaps tend to let
them go freely about the *
place. Old nectes, like old
men, can doubtless do with
the exercise, but s'ich freedom
of movement czuses a lot of
confusion, especially when the
old mix with the new. So
a hobby that is harmless,
even profitable, in foreigners
can be irritating when prac-
tised by our own folks, be-
cause they can’t help adapt-
ing the hobby to suit local
conditions,

-

NM can get over -this by
declaring an zmnesty like the
one he offered the Gem Set,
and promise anyone bringing

Long and Bitter

The battle against Israel
will be long and bitter.
The current battle is not
a battle of hours® or "days |
and we must all realise this
and be prepared to shoul-
der our responsibilities.
President Sadat is to be
praised for his courage, in
taking the decision to ac-
cept the lIsraeli challenge
and we urge the nation
to stand solidly behind
him.

—Al Ahram, Cairo




_Security In Asia

SOVIET SCHEME

Collective Security in Asia

from

A Special Correspondent

IMPORTANT positive changes
have lately occurred in the
Asian continent, The Vist-
nam Wwar ended with success

‘of the national liberation
forces. Agreement on the
achievement of national

acecord in Laos was reached.
The Americans were forced

in old notes the par value
plus FEECs. And no questions,
of course. If he wants to
make the offer irrisistible, he
can throw in a 3 per cent
convertible currency caluse
as well. Once he gets all
the notes to himself, there’s
nothing to stop him making mo-
ney for jam. And for Sri Lanka.

The friend | was talking
to didn’ct think much of my
great idea. Okay, he said,
just suppose we manage ta
get all the old notes, they
still won't provide the basis
for a permanent non-trad
export trade. |t will prove
a passing faa, he said, and in
any case the enthusiasm can
last only as long as the notes
do.

Unlike my friend, who is
no great fan of NM's, | credit
the man with a litele bit of
intelligence, which is all that
is necessary not to get caught
on the hop. | confidently
expect NM to come up with
the answer at the right time,
and surprise everybody. He'll
demonetise, again.

By Gazette, of course.
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to stop bombing Cambodia.
A young independent state
of Bangladesh emerged in the
Hindustan subcontinent. All
these and other events, as for
instance measures for the
normalisation of the situation
in Korea, aimea at a peac-
eful democratic reunifica-
tion of that country, and
the victory cf the republican
system in Afghanistan create
favourable prerequisites for
assuring peace and security
tc the peoples of Asia. But
such 2 development could
hardly be possible without
considerable achievements of
peace-loving forces in relaxing
tension in  Europe, and
favourable development of the

Soviet-American relations
where an important  cole
has been  played by the

Soviet policy of peace. The

substance of this policj s
to make the principle of
peaceful coexistence and
inviclable basis of the

world politics, to  make
irreversible”the  positive pro-

cesses which are gaining
momentum in the world
arena.

The policy of peaceful coexi-
stence meets the basic inter-
ests of developing countries
since it facilitates the solution
of their social and economic
problems, enables to channel
the funds which today are lost
on military expenditures to the
the peeds of economic and
cultural construction. At the

same time the policy of
peaceful coexistence does not
contradict the right of opp-
ressed peoplesto use in the
struggle for their liberation
the way which they would
regard necessary armed orF
ynarmed and this in no way
means support of reactionary
regimes.

This provision is clearly
seen in the policy of Soviet
Russia which following the
line on se-ting up favourable

relations with the leading
capitalist  countries actively
countinues to render its
support to the national
liberation movements and
assistance to  the states
of Asia, Africa and Latin
America in their progress
on the way to social and
economic Pprogress.

THE CONCLUSION of the
Soviet-Indian Treaty on peace,

friendship and co-operation
in 1971 ha:  become
a - ubstantial contribution

to the cause of stability in
Asia since according to the
treaty the USSR and India
assumed an obligation to wage
joint struggle for the preser-
vation and consolidation of
peace in the continent and
the whole world, for the
achievement of gereral and
complete disarmament,  eli-
mination of colonialism and
racism.

The
was
of stopping
aggression in Vietnam,
demands to eliminate the
dangerous spot of tensien in
the middle East. The Gover-
nment of India, all peace.
loving forces of that country

Indian Government
actively in  favour
imperialist
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tance,

make all efforts for the
notrmalisation of the situation
in the Hindustan subconti-
nent. In this connection par-
ticular importance is attached
to the Simla negotiations of

year and the recent
agreement on the repatri-
ation of Pakistani prison-

ers of war-return of Pakistani
citizens from Bangladesh to
Pakistan and  Bangladesh
citizens from Pakistan to
their homeland.

Economic co-operation
between the Soviet Union
and india plays an important
role in the joint anfi-imper-
ialist struggle of the two
countries. A substantial part
.of the production of Indian
heavy  industry is  made
thanks to the Soviet assis-
This assistance streng-
thens Indian economy, consoli-
dates her positions in  the
strugg'e against tne pressure
of imperialist monopcfies.
Co-operation between _ind-
ustrial enterprises of tne
two countries is developing,
Major Soviet purchases of
Indian industrial goods
including  consumer  goods
assure employment to scores
of thousands of li.dian Working
people. The expansion of trade
and economic relations with
th® Soviet Union serves an
of

important means com-
batting  ‘the destructive
consequences which  the
- increasing financial crisis of
capitalism brings to India
and other developing
countries.
1
ASIA TODAY, as the rest

of the world, prefers to seek

peace and development of
business co-operation apd
not the preservation of
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tension and confrontation, The
policy of dividing Asia into
opposing” military grouping
has suffered a reverse. This
is graphically attested to by
the state of agony experien-
ced now by SEATO and
other impeciali:t blocs in Asia.
The idea of setting up a
system of collective security

in Asia is met with increas-
ing enthusiasm.
Some people though try

to put to it an anti-Chinese
lebe! implying thct such a
system is aimed at encircling
China. But fifteen years ago
the Chinese leaders themse-
Ives were in favour of a system
of collective security in Asia,

The idea of collective
security in Asia is not aimed
against China or any other
country. It is called collective
security because China's
participation in it is not only
desirable but necessaty as well
to make the syster ctruly
effective, Moscow says to its
Asian  neighbours: let us
do away with mutual suspi-
cions and division of the
continent into hostile group-
ings, let us reason together
what  specifically should be
done to do away with poverty
and  backwardness, let us
spend money not on arms but
on the construction of plants,
schools, hospitals, roads.

Some people are neverthe-
less inclined to believe that
conditions are not yet ripe for
the implementation of such
a proposal. But these cond-
itlons are made by people.
And can the principles on
which the system of colle-
ctive security is propo.ed
to be built-rejection of the use
of force in the relations

Security in Asia

among states, respect for
sovereignty and  inviolability
of borders, non-interference

into internal affairs and broad
development of economic
co-nperation be at any given
time untimely or improper?
These principles were laid at
the basic of the historical
Bandung Declaration and were
registered in many documents
regulating relations among
individual Asian  countries.
Indeed, the Idea of collective:
security is based not on an
empty spct. Statements to the
effect that, contrary to Europe,
borders in Asia have not Leen
“stabilized’”’ and therfore the
European model of collective
security does not suit Asia,
do not hold any serious
criticism. Borders in Asia will
become stable if the grir.ciple

of their inviolability becomes
law.

SUPPORT to the idea of
collective  security in Asia

does not at all contradict the
idea of non-alignment,as some
people try to interpret it.
It means support to a policy
of peace and it is wel| known
that both Jawaharlal Nebru
and Solomon Bandaranaike
interpretec non-alignment as 2
positive policy of peace and not
passive  neutrality in the
‘cold war”. Today as 2 result
of detente mankind sfands
much closer to the ideal of
universal peace than ever
before. Documents of the [ast
year Moscow meeting and the
Soviet-Amcrican agreement on
the prevention of nuclear war
concluded this summer are
in this connection of primary
importance,

And it would seem rather
strange that some leaders of
the third world who for
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Security in Asia

years have advocated for
peaceful coexistence, today all
of a.sudden begin to speak of
the “‘superzowers collusion’
or of the division cf the world
into spheres of influence
between the USSR and the
United States,

Of courze, the non-aligned
movement has always had
elements which preferred to
equidistant from the two
opposing systems and man-
oeuvre between them to seek
-maximum of political and
eccnomic benefits for them-
selves. Quite naturally, the
improvement of international
situation hits  hard  their
intention to cash in on world
tension. That is why they try

to hamper  the present
positive processes in inter-
national life. Peking leaders

help them in this.

The idea of the *‘collusion
of the superpowers” or of
division of the world into *the
rich and the poor which the

“wind from the East” s
spreading arouad is false and
provocative,

It is aimed at disorientaticn
of developing countries, their
separation from socialist states,
important ailies in the anti-

imperialist  struggle, con-
solidation of Peking’s hege-
mony in the third warld,

Developing countries cannot
but weicome the present
relaxation cof tersions since
it is.to their advantage. It
lessens the danger of a
world war into which these
or those countries of the third
world could be drawn even
againsttheir will. The reduction
or even the full termination
of the arms race would
enable the states of  Acia,
Africa and Latin America to

slash down their military
budgets and to  channel
more funds to the needs

of  peaceful development,
Finally, general disarmament
would predetermine an in-

crease of economic assistance
from outside sources.

Today the balance of forces
in the world arenz is confi-
dently in favour of the forces
of peace, democracy
and  social  progress,Deve-
loping countries, supporters of

non-alignment, made an
important  contribution to
this process. Unity of all

peace-loving progressive forces,
their close joint actions in the
struggle against imperialism,
neo-coloidalism and wars is
the sure guarantee of success
of peace.

Of course, along with a
peaceiul progressive Asia there
is an Asia of the most react-
ionary forces. But the general
trend is such that the forces
of reaction, opponents of
progressive  transformations
and detente can only slow
down the development of
positive processes, but can-
not stop them.
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Inania

some of the activities of the
young people:

< .
Iﬂanla Of This, That ana The Other

From Mademoiselle ?
By INNA

A French agronomist, Rene Dumont, who has been con-
nected with Ceylon from 1932, and is still interested in Sri

Lanka in 1972, has published an interesting book

called

Peasantry at Bay (Paysanneries aux Abois) at Seuil Editions, in
1972. Ramblings reminiscent of olden times jostle with apposite
findings of the crisis time of the insurgents of *71.

For some of the material, he shows he is grateful to Mile-
C. Bandaranaike, as found in a footnote on page 27. It seems
to have been prepared with sincerity though with speed and
alacrity, and yet a breathlessness pervades the entire book.
From many items of interest, I'd like to draw out two: the
“‘conspiracy of hearts”"that went in to suppress the insurrec-
tion, and the “assasination’’ by some of the ‘haves.’

“India and China helped for
various reasons (pp.8C-8l)
during the rebellion. Collu-
sion of N. Korean embassy
was alleged but ‘not proved.
Great Britain provided 4rms
from Singapore; the USA pro-
vided machine-guns for® heli-
copters,” sunie anti - guerilla
“green - berets” of ill-fame,
and spare parts; the USSR
provided 14 MIG 17's from
Egypt; Yugoslavia provided

arms. France refused arms,
for once..”
This looks, therefore, an

“Bnholy Alliance,” as Dumont
terms it, but not especially
of capitaliit countries, (per-
haps because the issues were
not so clear at the time):
With acumen Dumont gives
a side-kick or a dig: “Of
course, although the MIG
|7’s are useless for guerilla
warfare, they could still serve
for reconnaissance purposes
around territorial waters in
case Chinese landings are
taking place” (ibia)
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Canada, USA and West
Germany are cooperating in
the supplying of equipment
and training of personnel in
operation and maintenance.
Dumont’s.  conclusion is:
“National impoverishment s
the result. The Defence bill
for 1971-72-73 exceeds 700,
000,000 Rupees.” How he
got his figures we do not
know, but there you are.

“Peasantry at bay ‘‘evokes
a hunt. The hounds bay at
the animals and keep them
in check until the hunters
get at them. Is it only in
Brazil that the genocide of
the rural peoples is on? Can
we say the same of ori Lanka?
Will this not happen if we do
not take an interest in our
own people, step up the
food-drive and drive out the
vultures hovering round the
Indian ocean. If we listen,
won't we hear the “Ulama”
cry! The stranglers are of
all sorts. Dumont extcls

“In the areas in which the
rebels took control for some
weeks, they began by dis-
tributing land tc poor pea-
ssants and by fergiving their
debts. It is a pity they did
not hang one or two usurers
or pawn-brekers, especially
frem among those who had
on their censcience the death,
Ly misery, <f the children
of seme of their clientele,
and whe can be considered .
as assassins, even if the
trevailing laws do not sup-
press their activits'' (Dumont.

op. cit. p. 88).

We take o sides. Until
the book is translated into
English and is sold in Sri

Lanka, there is no point in
retailing sections of it.

The  discriminating and
fearless reader will take it
for what it is worth and act
accordingly, putting on the
cap it fits,

Truth is a deathless word
(Saccam me amata vaca) said
Lord Buddha, and it will
prevail, even If a foreign
agronomist attacks it or de-
fends it.

DETENTE?

It is certain that the
battle was against a world-
wide trend toward detente.
The main reason that the
Arab lsraeli conflict has
not been settled is that
both sides believed the
only solution of the
conflict is by force.

(Asahi Shimbun, Takyo.)




The One Acre Farm

SHAMBA

" WAS

IT WORTH

IT?

by ANATORY BUKOBA

August 2,

A few more days and | shall
have had this land six months.
There has been very little
capital expenditure on this
farm. The money for it was
not there. My running ex-
penses have been little over
Rs. 5/- a day. The people
| kave had with me bhave
not exuded an air of per-
manency, and that is the case
now as well. No one has
joined me yet who has been
able to support himself. There
was one who was very keen
to hire himself out and live
here. | resisted that because,
at that time there was no
need for him to do so. | have
tried to earn a little money
by selling seeds which | have
packeted.

Some of the crops have
been lost, | think, by inade-
quate watering. Others
have been damaged and des-
troyed especially, some trees
that | have planted. The
monkeys have now begun to
be a nuisance. They have
eaten the manioc.

The Tand is still not clea-
red, and what has been clea-
red has not, for the most
part, teen gone over with the
mammoty. The ewood—apple
is being constantly raided,
but then, there was no one
here for two-years before me,
and the wood-apple was any-
body's game. It would have
been a question of, first come,
first served, and like most
wood-apple that itis
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sold on the stree*s, it would
have been picked before it
was ripe. | hzve been told
that wooc-apple should rather
be picked off the ground
after they have fallen from
the tree.

There was a time when our
diet was' supplemented by
fish from the river, and also
with wild vel-pennila.  We
still occasionally have the fich
as there are two people with
me now, and one  goes
fishing,  The vel-pennila has
grown to a good size. We
picked some today, and |
have noticed the last few
days that the plants have at-
tained creeper size.

The tomato is quite a nice
size. Some of the luffa is
even bigger. Some of the
bandakka is big too. There
is not many of any of these.
The cucumber is a prey to
menkeys, and they have suff-
ered accordingly. There are
beans growing, and, of course,
chilli, and the spinach looks
a fine sight.

One &conut tree_ has sur-
vived and will pro'bably do

all right. Nothing came of
the bafiboo, inspite of cons-
tant watering. ~ The eight
old murunga trees have put
on leaves again after the
damage that was done to
them  The three that were

replanted more recently have
not done so yet, The plan-
tains have made no visikle
progress. We have two
papaw trees left.  One |

found broken today. and |
found one murunga tree bro-
ken yesterday. They may
have been damaged by dogs,
not ours, for we have none.

We planted a large variety
of seeds today, some in a
bed and others in coconut
shells.  Dates are one we
are trying. None of the old
papaw seeds | planted a short
while ago have germinated.
But | planted a newer lot
today. Some lime went in;
in coconut shells, water melon,
kottamalli, | think it was;
two kinds of flowers, names
unknown scme more sorghum
for the little we saved be-
fore nas come up very succes-
fully; some mungatta or green
gram; and various odds and
ends. This is by no means
the end, either of all that
we saved today, or that we
have a growing, but | think
that if | prolong the list, it
will become very boring to
the reader. | shall |eave it
for another day.

Faced with the question of
whether | am achieving any-
thing by staying on, | can
only look it it from the
larger angle and ask whether
| have a place in the village,
It seems to me | have. If you
ask me what that place s, it
is certzinly not that of a village
elder. | cannot even say
that | do much good, except
that | spend over Rs. 5/. a

day here. | am about the
only small farmer who s
growing vegetables out of

season. There are two others.
But they are bigger men
than | and they have pumps
to help them. | have had a
different  background from
most of the people here and
that is why | would iike to
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stay on. There is no question
- of upliftment. | am not a
socialist in that respect, with
a class bee in his bonnet.
| am sufficiently democratic
to think that country folk
do not need much upliftment.
I think | am a bit of leaven
on the social plane. | Think
| represent a larger horizon,
that is all. For the rest | am
just one everybedy else.

When | think of the loneli-
ness | have been faced witn,
an active man once, who has
had to live with a certain
lameness, and who because
of this can no longer run
after a thief, | have been
reluctant; for instance, to
leave this house alone for a
moment or out of my sight,
| faced grave inconveniences
and | had to put up with
this for a whole six weeks.
Thanks to God’s providence,
when | have had to face this
twice since then, it has ‘not
lasted more than a few hgurs,
and some one always came
along. | aimost had to face
it tonight, but God helped
me again.

The Jand ceiling has pro-
bably put paid to all true
development, but | may be
wrong. | think the reading
macter of the Daily News has
improved in every respect
since the take-over. It always
had more reading matter
than any of the others, al-
though the foreign news of
the Sun may have been bet-
ter. |f production increases
inspite of the land ceiling,
it may well be because of
such efforts as this, and also
the bzn on imports. The
last government was the first
to set the ball rolling with
its ban on potatoes.
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FOOD FRONT

Rice Shortag_e

o

WORLD RICE SHORTAGE
MAY END SOON

By John Holway

Washington Oct. 30,

U. S. officials are predict-
ing a complete turn-around
within the next year from a
critical worldwide shortage of
rice. The U. S. Department
of Agriculture est‘mates the
1973-74 world crop will be
a record 300 million metric
tons, compareu to 285 mill-
jon last year.

Last Year's disastrous har-
vest in Southeast Asia is not
expected to be repecated. The

The answer to economic
problem in Ceylon is, | think,
a two-fold one. First, 2 mass-
ive devaluation; and second a
conscious” drive by all and
sundry to bring the prices
down, not to the consumer
only, but all along the line
of production. More produc-
tion and any number of suc-
cessful five year schemes wil!
never achieve this goal of finan-
cial or economic stability. Once
prices have been brought
right dewn, we shall then
be able to realise the poor
man’s dream, which is a rea-
lity just now only for minis-
ters of the republic, and
very rich men, and just a
few others, and that is, iloreign
travel within the reach of
all, a really valuable currency
which is what the lowerings
of prices everywhere will
mean. It will surely lead to
a revaluation of the currency
to a point where it is even
better than the old rate was.
Let us try any find ourt.

rice is in the ground now
and will be reaching market
in a few months, the agricul-
ture Department said.

It estimates individual coun-
ries crop as follows (im mill-
ions of metric tons):

1972-73 1973-74
India 56 65 .
Indonesia 18 19
Japan 15.4 14.€
Thailand 13.5 11.8
Burma 8.2 6.8
Philippines 5.5 4.3

The harvest is expected to
begin in November. At the
same time, it said, needs of
importing countries will con-
tinue to be high, especially
next May ard June. But by
January, the Department
estimatec, last summer’s high
prices should have abated
somewhat.

In the United States, rice
planting restricticns have been
lifted and production next
year is expected to be six
million tons, compared tc
four million lasc year. U.S.
reserves, down to 230,000
tons, may shoot up.!3 times.
that amour.t,

Nations receiving U.S. Food-
For-Peace shipments presuma-
bly will rot need as much
aia ac they did this year
when supplies were tight.
With the new bumper crop
in prospect, it is hoped, the
world can look forward to
plenty of rice, at reascnable
prices, wherever it is needed.

—IPS



Madukanda

IN SRI LANKA

THE GLORY THAT WAS MADUKANDA

By R. C. THAVARAJAH

Superintendent of Police,

| climbed o'er the crags of
Lanka

And gazed
sea,
When, out from her ancient
places

on the gclden

Her Soul came forth to me.

“Give said

Lanka,
"*A bard of the things tc be’’.

THESE OPENING LINES of
that immortal Poem entitled
The Call of Lanka by Rev.
W. S. Senior, one time Prin-
cipal of Trinity College,
Kandy, have always appealed
to me from the time | learnt
it in school. | was struck
very forcibly not by the sheer
brilliance of the exquisite
poetic style nor the excel-
lence of thought and con-
tent but by the simple puls-
ating LOVE and feeling of a
“Child of an Alien lsle” for
Sri Lanka ‘which the author
affectionately refers to as his
“foster Mother”. Here was
a true patriot and Mentor
‘Par Excellence’ who dedica-
ted his, whole life to the task
of guiding the destinies of
many of our leading citizens
of teday to whom he imparted
knowledge ana to whom a

me a bard"”,

National enthasiasm was
“the Great  Nursery of
Genius."

These lires flashed back to
my mind when | visited the
Dalada Raja Maha Viharaya
at MADUKANDA on the
Wesak Poya Day with Mr.
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Vavuniya Division.

Lionel Wickremaarachchi,
Government Agent, Vavuriva
District who is giving Buddhism
its rightful place in Vavuniya
and who believes that Religion
can dc ‘a great many more

things  than  philosophy’.
We were also accompanied
by Mr. A. J. Angekumbura,

D. R. O. of Vavuniya South

Sinhala Division, a Graduate
of the Sri Lanka Unversity
who has read Buddhism,

Sri Lanka and Indian History
and who believes, as GOETHE
so aptly pronounced that
“the best thing which we
derive from History is the
enthusiasm that it rouses in
us". According to Mr. Angek-
umbura, who has spent his
time most profitably in coll-
ecting data, the question of
ownership of the ,Sacred
Tooth Relic was a matter of
hot dispute betweep King
Kalinga and a Prince of the
same Kingdom. Eventually,
Prince Dhantha and Hema-
malie were selected by the
ruling Monarch and the Sacred
Relics were entrusted to them
for the purpose of lonveying
them to Sri Lanka.

On their arrival at
MANTHOTA in MAMNNAR
DISTRICT, the Relics were

conducted in procession along
the Malwathu Oya on jts
way to the Capital City of
Anuradhapura. The route to
the Ancient City was through
places of much historical
importance like MAMADUWA,

RUWANMADU'VA and MA-
DUKANDA,

A special "MANDAPAYA"
was erected for the Sacred
Relics an4 the present name
"MAHA MADUWA" derives
its origin from the sipgular
honour that was accorded to
this village. From there, the
Relics were placed on a
“Ratna Mandapa” which is
now known as RUWANMAD-
UWA. The Sacred Relics
were then taken to the
ancienc city after being kept
for a short period in the
village called MADUKANDA,
which is now a repository of -
several ruins. The “THONI-
GALA" inscriptions bear out
the ancient history of these

ruins. Thonigala, which is
situated  three miles away
depicts “YAHISA PAVAYA,”

“NAVA WAHARAK DHINA"
from which the present name
of “MADUKANDA” was
evolved, and KING KEERTHi

SRI MEVAN, son of KING
MAHASENA constructed
this Temple .  grateful

honour of the Sacred Relics
which reposed in this village.

THE RUINS found in the
present Sri Dhaladha Raja
Maha Vihara at Madukanda
relate toe many periods.
The Moon Stone, the Gate
Entrance, the steps and the
“KORAWAK GALA” are
some of the unique works of
Art relating to varicus periods
dating from that of KEERTHI
SRI MEYAN up to the end of
the ANURADHAPURA period.
They are suggestive of the
‘MAHAYANA CULT'. The
Ruins of the special ‘MAND-
APAYA' are still visible. A
large stone slab bearing a
perfectly formed circle ind-
ented on solid granite was
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specially designed to demar-
cate the place where the
Sacred Tooth Relic was to
be placed. This circle so neatly
etched is indisputable evid-
ence of the accuracy and
precision of the ancients who
had to work without the

special modern  mathem-
atical instruments. The entr-
ance to this ‘MANDAPAYA’
is studded with two “BAHI-
RAWA RUPAS” along with
two “DORATUPALAYAS”
indicating that there were
hidden terasures inside the

Mandapaya. Five Viharas had
been construcied around the
Mandapaya and these ruins are
still _visible, One of these

viharas had been constructed
underground and the steps
leading to the under-ground
structure

are still  visible

Entrance to the Dalada Raja Maha Viharaya at Madukanda

though covered with ‘‘the
sands of Time”. There is a
stone slab engraved with the
foot impression of LORD
BUDDHA  which has been
utilised for the purpose of
worship in  place of the
complete statue of the LORD.
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Madukenda

lonographers believe that there
existed a fallacious belief
during that time that. the
construction of ¢ completed
statue of the Buddha por-
tended tragic occurrences.
Ruins  believed to be
what remains of the NATHA
H

DEVALE are also seen close

to the Mandapaya. A Urinpal,

which is said to be one of
the Only Two available ip
the whole of Sri Larka is
another important item of
interest among the ruins a,
Madukanda. Ariyawans,
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Madukanda
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Where the Relics were Reposed

Deshanawa had been an
annual feature and it is
believed that this Temple had
been the venue of such
Deshanawas. The many caves
and other ruins right round
the Temple are clearly
indicative of the many res-
ident Priests who sought
dwelling around the place.

AS | WATCHED the scene

of devotees all dressed
immaculately in white the
yourg with their future

before them and the elderly
to .whom the evening of a
well-spent life Pad brought
its lamps of piety, devotion
and wisdom the precincts
seemed to shed a distinct
aura. In awed silence | gazed
at the magnificient works
of art the ancients had so
reverently expressed on stone
reflecting their delights, their
hopes and aspirations for
posterity. The Bo tree
spreading its leafy arms as

I4

if to protect the Temple and
the devotees from the scorching
rays of the noon day sun, the
quiet dignity of the Incum-
bent Priest, REV. PALIPA-
THANE DHARMARA-
THANA THERO, who had
acquired that rares 2and
difficult attainment of having
grown old gracefully and
happily in the service of
the Great TEACHER instantly
aroused in me a mood of
compelling consciousness of

the pristine glory of our
ancient “Past.
To a designer of the

Modern”Age with new-fangled
notions of construction and
“NEW® art, feelings may not
drive him to consider the
intricacies and flawless skil'
of the ancients, Anyone to
whom true Art . is the
“precious expression of the
Soul” would have had much
in common with the great

MICHAELANGELO who, as
ar old man, wandered through
the ruins of the COLLOSEUM
just “to lift his Soul to the
pitch required to feel the
beauties and defects of his
own design of ST.PETER’S
DOME’.

A crass calculating, comm-
ercial minded materialist in
his despicable cynicism may
not have time for the “Mush”
of Sentimentality. It was
J. Hewes who said that
“few people disparage a
distinguished ancestry-
except those who have NONE
OF THEIR OWN?". It was not
technical proficiency or
esoteric expertise of the
highly proficient scholars with
“FOREIGN" qualifications and
experience that built these
Temples, parks, tanks, and
fortresses of the days gone
by, It was the true love of the
simple folk who pledged tc
their Land of Birth their
heart, their soul,  their
nerve and singy. 50 that
the cadaverous Spectre of
HUNGER ard Want did not
raise its ugly head. Theirs
was not the patriotism which
according to JOHNSON, was
the “last refuge of the
SCOUNDREL" who made long-
winded speeches” full of
sound and fury signifying
nothing’”’. Not = only were
they expert agriculturists
who made Sri Lanka the
GRANARY of the East” but
also adopted a meticulous
system of banking termed
“‘KALA HUMANAKA"
which really was 2 commercial
establishment which received
as deposit not hard currency
but quantities of grain.
Inertest accruing to these
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deposits we-e utilised for the
giving of alms to those
priests who participated in
the Deshanawas.

The Sri Dalada Raja Maha-
vihara is not as ‘popular’ as
the reminders of our pristire
glory. Hardly 2 Foreign
tourist who seeks a surfeit

of comfort and luxury of
‘star’ and ‘gem’ studded
Hotels finds his way to

Madukanda. To a traveller, who
is in the quest of knowledge

and new experiences and
who is different from a
tourist, MADUKAND A,

MAHA MAMADUWA, the
Ruins of THONIGALA and
THANTHIRIMALE off Chedd-

. ikulam offer what is left of

the stately edifices which in

the  refreshing  relief of
blue mountains and green
glades bear si'ent but elo-
quent testimony to the
splendour  that ‘was  Sri
Lanka.

At a time when our Coumtry
is periloyslyein the ‘throes’
of enforced indigence, she
may be exploited by extran-
eous forces or humiliated
by the arrogance of opulence.
The message of W. S, Senior
re-echoes through the
corridors of TIME so
inexorably and o urgently
when he writes,

But most  shall he sing of

LANKA

In the bright new days
that come,

When the races all have
blended

And the voice of STRIFE is
dumb:

When we leap to a single
bugle
March to asingle drum. . ..

March to a MIGHTY PURPOSE.
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MIDDLEJEAST

U. S. Aid

US Urges Aid To Palestinian Refugees

United Nations, Nov. 7,

All side should ‘“‘cease their wrahgling,” and

@

contribute to

the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). During a discussion
in the Special Political Committee concerning the desperate
financial plight of UNRWA, Mark Evans, an alternate U.S.
Representative to the 28th General Assembly urged all dele-
gations to give “freely in the name of humanity.”

Following is the text of
Mr. Evan's statement:

My role, as | have previously
explained, is rather unique
In this world of UN delegates.
| am one of four so-called
Public United States Dele-
gates. In a matter of weeks
I will return to my office as
a Broadcast Executive a much
wiser citizen, thanks to many
of you, my current colleagues.

| mention this only because
in 2 sense | can speak more
freely than those able men
and women who are civil
servanrs.

It is my fervent prayer that
Sri Lanka. will gracefully and
with SELF RESPECT sail out
of the squalls of economic
tribulations to maintair the
DIGNITY OF MAN and the
EREEDOM to evolve along
the lines of PROGRESS with
the harmony of United
effort and Social relations. |
am confident that the Soul
of Ancient Lanka will come
back to us ushering in a
spirit of meaningful resur-
gence ‘35 CONSTANT and
as CHANGEFUL as the
undying Many coloured sea”,
We have orly to *‘Stand on
the Sea-ward dunes and call
HER NAME”.

For almost two months, |
kave listened to countless
words, hours of debate, and
considerable breast - beating
concerning a major mandate
of the UN-the protection of
Human Rights, the concern

for Human Rights. Many
of the problems in the protec-
tion of our Human Rights

are complicated—some  will
disappear in time—some may
plague man forever. Some
are tangible and steps can
be staken row to solve them.

The U.S. Government takes
second place to no nation
ir. its sincere desira to find
just and lasting answers to
the Middle East difficulties.
We recognise the UNRWA
effort is but a band aid—
the provision of immediate
basic needs for the long-suf-
fering Palestinians, who de-

serve above all the human
right to live.
We sincerely hope, pray

and are working to see 2
solution for the problems of
these  harried, tormented
people. Mr. Chairman, | have
visited these people as a
journalist. It was a soul-
stirring sight. It haunts my
memory. A hungry stemach
is not satisfied by politica
manouvring—a young mind
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U.S. Aid

is not fortified by internatio-
nal rhetoric. These are ‘‘new"”
probiems,

Sir John Rennie has earnea
world-wide  gratitude for
being able to fulfil his fius-
trating responsibilities in the
most trying circumstances. He
has articulated most effectively
the problems and  the
alternatives, My ears must
sincerely still ring with the
sounds of those who feel for
mankind—for those who point
the finger of blame at those
who are oblivious of human

.rights,

For siX weeks we have
heard platitudes about the
world's wrongs. Words of

encouragement to the down-
trodden. As a public citizen
| am a pragmatist—these hun-
dreds of thousands of dis-
possessed, homeless people
cannot eat our words—250,000
school children, 10,000 more
than last year cannot study
the noble thoughts expres-
sed in this chamber.

The United States of Ame-
rica is my country. We
are blamed for many things.
| now speak for many of my
200 million fellow-citizens
‘who are proud of our tangi-
ble concern for these Pales-
tinian people, Let me re-
mind ‘us all, their plight is the
result of UN action! The
United Nations has under-
_taken to help them until
_ long-range answers can be
found. .

How can nations of subs-
tance duck this challenge!

How can we speak sancti-
menicusly about preservation
of human rights ana fail to
give a helping hand, even a
token hand to those home-
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less souls? We have an ex-
pression in our country
which says put your money
where your mouth is. . The
committee could do well to
adopt that saying.

Look at the balance sheet—
face the facts. 1 find it incom-
prehensible that responsible
members of this organization
year after year can speak
so feelingly of their
compassicn for these human
beings and fail to give one
cent to alleviate human suf-
ering—human deprivation.
Sadly, there are Great Powers
which give nothing, as we'l
as affluent countries which
make only token centribu-
tions. Does anyone doubt
this distinguished internatio-
nal servant Sir John Rennie?
Will the immediate problem
just go away? :

The United States of
America has given UNRWA
since 1950 half a billion dol-
lars, to be exact, 548,924,592
dollars. These are hard ear-
ned American tax dollars,

They are much needed here
at home. They are given
freely in the name of humanity.
Of the 849 million contri-
buted to governments, 548
million—over 64 percent—
came from my country.

Let me further add, for
Sir John, we are going to
continue to do our share.
It will be much easier, how-
ever, if my fellow delegates
will earnestly strive to per-
suade their governments to
join in this battle—one of
the UN's nobler efforts.

Let us hope that all sides
cease the wrangling, There
is blame enough to go around.
Let's unite as human beings.
Let’s figut suffering on all
fronts and then and only
ther can we justifiably have
our blue flag as Nations Uni-
ted, dedicated to reaffirm
faith in findamental rights—
in the dignity and worth of
the humzn person—in the
equal rights of men and
women, and of .:*ions large
and small.
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MIDDLE EAST

U. S. DIPLOMATIC  ACTIVITY

by Barry Brown

Washingten
President Nixon has
expressed the opinion that

“the outlook for a permanent
peace " between Israel and
the Arab states is “the best
it has been in 20 years,” The
urgent and widespread
diplomatic activity now “under
way in the. Middle East
clearly  relates to ‘that
_ cenviction.

The immediate focus of the
diplomatic effort is believed
to be still on stabilizatior of
the ceasefire through such
measures as an exthange of
srisoners and a determination
of troop dispositions, espgc-
jally where the lsraelis are
reported to have encircled the
Egyptian Third Army. A gocd
deal of work also remains to be
done to get the U.N. Peace-
Keeping Force in to place
and to make sure there is
agreement on ts future
direction and financing.

-

Negotiation: looking
toward the “permanent
peace” that President Nixon
envisions would thus seem
to be still some distance
down the road. Yet there are
also several reasons for the
confidence he has expressed
about the outlook .The most
fundamental is the hope
that the latest round of war
may finally have convinced
{srael and the Arab states
slike that netiher can achieve
. military solution of their
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conflict, and that neither side
can afford to continue striving
for such a solution.

If that lesson has begun to
sink in, the particular charac-
teristics of the most recent
fighting may reinforce a
disposition to begin thinking
about permanent settlement.
Israel has surely been given
reasonn to wonder whether
her military superiority is a
declining asset and whether
occupation of territoral buffer
zones can give her real security.
She must ask herself whether
a nation of her size with
such limited resources in
military manpower especially
can afford to go on “‘winning”
wars every few years.

On the Arabs side the fact
that developments on thke
battlefield were quite different
this time from those ir the
1967 war may be highly
significant .Many professional
military observers were im-
pressed by the change in
both the courage znd the
skill of the Arab fighting
men. To the extent that a
major obstacle to peice Ok
the Arab side may have been
psychelogical ~ more  than
political, “*Shattering the myth
of lsraeli invincibility” may
diminish the compulsion to
go on fightirg in order to
vindicate Arab honor.

From the particular pe.s-
pective of the superpowers,

U, S. Activity

the outlook for a negotiated
settlement seems  brighter
because there is some evidence
that the United States and
the Soviet Union have recogn--
ized “a mutual interest in
endirfg these periodic military
confrontations between
their Israeli and Arcb allies.
On the Americapn side, at
least, Washington has taken
the leading role in the present
diplomatic effort in  the
belief that it is essential to
end the present hostilites
and to do so in such a way
that a permanent settlement

become possible.

The hope is that the
Soviet Union wil! like - wise
put its interest in American-
Soviet detente  above its

interest in endlessly explo-
iting Arab hostility toward
Israel.

If agreement along these
linesecan be achieved, It will
still be up to the Arabs and
Israclis themselves to shape
the settlement. It has always
been the American position
that pesce can be made
only by the parties to the
conflicc 2nd  cannct be
imposed by outside powers.
That is precisely why the
United States, In supporting
Israel and striving to main-
tain the military balance “in
the Middle East, has also
persisted in trying to maintain
channels of communication
with the Arab states.



On Budgets
BACKGROUND

On Budgets And Budgetting

By Lankaputra

IN THIS BUDGET speech of
November Ist, 1973, Finance
Minister Dr. N. M. Perera
said that the referms in
budgetary classification, first
introduced by him in 1971
“as part of the effort to
improve the system of pub-
lic fiscal administratior” and
““aimed at establishing a more
meaningful  allccation  of
financial resources through a
programme budgetting frame-
work.” have now been comple-
ted.

The new Programme budget-
ting format will now provide
a mechanism for better de-
cision making both in the
authorisation of funds an< in
their management of execu-
tives at all levels and to pro-
vidle a more ~rational basis
for airecting and controlling
Government expenditure, It
will 2lso enable the people
at large to understand beiter
the purposes for which public
resources are being utilised

Before Sri Lanka gained
pelitical.  independence in
1948, the system of govern-
ment finance in this country
had been framed merely to
meet the requirements of a
colonial economy? Govern-
ment  expenditure was in-
curred primarily to maintain
the colonial administraticn.
The preblem of economic de-
velopment received |little or
no attention, Social services
and other welfare amenities
were kept to a bare minimum,

I8

Taxation was designed to
provide the maximum scope
for the foreign-owned enter-
prises, Nc assistance was
given to the development of
local enterprises,

IN THE EARLY YEARS of

our political independence,
customs duties constituted the
major portion of Govern-
ment revenue. Thus, in the
financial year 1948-49, they
amounted to about 5| per
cent of the total revenue

which was then only Rs. 640
million, In contrast, the re-
venue from direct and indirect

taxes accounted for only
about 25-30 per cent.

In  consequence of this,
Government revenue rose
during periods of high ex-
port prices and fell when

these prices declined. During
boom times considerable amo-
unts of money were spent on
import sprees. Little effort
was made to mobilise our
resources for development.
Thus, tite Budget was vie-
wed more as’ one of keeping
track of the Government's
own  “nternal  -op®ration.
than as an instrumernt for
promoting ecchomic growth
ard public welfare.

Nevertheless, huge amo-
unts (measured by the stan-
dards then prevailing) were
spent on free education, free
medical services, numerous
other social services and sub-
sidies on food and other

items which, though they
made Sri Lanka the envy of
Asia then, have now become
the nightmare of successive
Ministers of Finance.

It is not surprising there-
fore that the Government of
the day found it unable to
continue this policy of molly-
coddling the masses whenever
the boom burst, resulting in
explosive situations as in
1953 soon after the end of
the boom caused by the
Korean war.

FUNDAMENTAL CHANGES
in the structure and burden
of taxation came into being
with the political change in
1956. In the pre-1956 period,
income for the purpose of
taxation had been very nar-
rowly defined by an over-
generous treatment of expen-
ses and by the exclusion of
important categories of in-
come such as capital gains
which accrued mostly to the
higher income groups. Con-
sequent.y, the buarden of
taxation fell more heavily on
income from work than on
income from property.

In 1958, with the imple-
mentation of the Kaldor re:-
forms relating to taxation,
the definition of income was
broadened by the inclusion
of capital gains” which had
hitherto provided one of the
most fruitful fields for legal
evasion, as well as by consi-
derakly reducing the expen-
ses which vould be deduc-
ted from business profits for
purposes of taxation.

A more radical change was
the introduction of a Wealth
Tax. The oritinal rates of
Wealth Tax, which when first
imposed in 1958 varied from
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1 per cent to a maximum of
2 per cent were stepped
up sharply in Dr. N. M.
Perera’s first Budget in 1964
introduced as Minister of
Finance on the SLFP-LSSP
Coalition Government, to
reach a maximum of 5 per
cent. In 1956, the total
income tax payable by a per-
son whose annual taxable in-
come was 5 lakhs was Rs.
382,000. After Dr. Perera’s
Budget, the total income and
wealth tax payable by such
a person went up to Rs.
537,850, that is Rs. 37.850
more than his total income!
Thus, persons belonging to
this category were forced to
reduce their wealth in order
tc pay taxes.

Estate duties were aiso
raised sharply. Before 1958,
it was possible for proper-
tied persons to evade payment
of estateduty by tiansferring
their property to their child-
ren before death. This loop-
hole was closed with the
imposition of a Gifts Tax
levied at the same rateas
estate duty.

The taxation of foreign
companies were also increa-
sed. Before 1956, a foreign
-company paid only 45 per
cent, of its total profits as
taxes and was free to remit
the balance - abroad.  This
percentage was gradually rai-
sed to 85 per cent. The
rates of income tax, particu-
larly in the higher income
brackets, Wwere stepped up
sharply. New groups of per-
sons in the lower income
groups were brought within
the taxation network.

THE RESULT of all these
innovations was that the per-
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centage of Government reve-
nue to national in1come rose to
about 25 per cent in the mid
60’s as compared with about
20 per cent in 1948. By 197¢
when the United Front Gov-
ernment came into power,
the percenrage of revenue
derived from customs duties
had dwindled to less than
30 per cent. Other forms of
taxation now accountea for
more than two-thirds of the
Government’s total revenue.

While these innova-
tions in budgetting were
takirg place, other for-
ces too were at work.

The population explo-
sion was on, nullifying
the beneficial results

of any eccnomic growth
achieved. The subsi-
dies on food were rising
by leaps and bounds.
These subsidies which
amounted to only Rs. 55
million in 1948 had risen
to Rs. 273 million by
1963. By 1971, the sub-
sidy on rice alone to
contumers had risen
to Rs. 430 million (re-
presenting more than 10
per cent of all recurrent
expenditure), Taking
intc account the subsidy
to producers also the

combined rice subsidy
amounted to Ps. 807
million.

Anothzr factor thar, to a
large extent, nullified the in-
crezsing revenue  flowing
into Government coffers, was
the steadily declining terms
of trade, with our key export
products fetching ever decrea-
sing prices, while the prices
of almost all essential imports
increased. Increasing revenue
was thus accompanied by

On Budgets

even greater expenditure re-
sulting in ever-increasing Bud-
get deficits that have plagued

Budget makers for the last
5O many years.
THUS AROSE our growing

dependence on foreign loans
to bridge these deficits with
the World Bank and the IMF
coming to play an ever-
increasing role in our econo
mic affairs. it is only now
that we are trying to escape
from the clutches of these

internatioral financial insti-
tutions.
But, inspite of all, capital -

expenditure as a. proportion
of the Budget has been rising
steadily.  In 1948, capital
expenditure constituted only
Rs. 122 million or 16 per
cent of the total Budgetary
expenditure,  In the latest
Budget estimates presented
this month, the net expendi-
ture under capital votes
amount tc Rs. 1621 million-
nearly 30 per cent cf the total
expenditure.

This brings out clearly how
the Budget has developed
over the years from being an
exercise in book-keeping of
the Govrnment's finances to
become an instrument to be
used for the country’s deve-
lopment. The Finance Minis-
ter said in his recent Budget
speech that the reforms in
budgetary classification  in-
troduced by him will make
“‘the budget process more
closely attuned to the require-
ments of development ad-
ministration."
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Farm ‘Mechanisation

AGRICULTURE

- Farm Mechanisation and Employment

— Latin American Experience —

AGRICULTURAL PRODUC-
TION is on the whele much
more mechanised in Latin
America than in the other
developing regions of | the
world. At the same time
Latin America is the region
with the fastest growing la-
bour force, and there is subs-
tantial unemployment and
underemployment. Since
most mechanisation tends to
replace labour, this situation
is paradoxical and calls for
investigation.

If the labour that is rep-
laced can be absorbed in
other activities either ir ag-
riculture or outside it, mecha-
nisation brings many advan-
tages. But if, as at present
in most countries of Latin
America, non agricultural jobs
cannot be created fast ero-
ugh, the agricultural labour

force is still growing, and
unemployment and under-
employment are spreading,

the pace and pattern of agri-
cultural  mechanisation  re-
quire careful examination.

Even if an advanced degree
of mechanisation is highly
“profitable at the level of the
individual farm, at the natio-
nal level it may lead not
only to waste of the abundant
factor of productiqn, labour,
but zlso to misallocation of the
scarce factor, capital (and of
foreign exchange as well).

THE FACTUAL basis for
determining the relationship
between mechanisation and
employment is limited. Pow-
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erful vested interests are in-
volved, especially these of
iarge farmers and the manu-
facturers and importers of
agricultural machinery. Cor
flicting advice is often recei-
ved from agricultural engi-
neers and social scientists,

The former have a vision
of the future in which all-
the advances of modern sci-
ence are applied to agricul-
tural production, and the
labour force freed from de-
grading teil. The latter are
much preoccupied with the
fact that, unless an increasing
number of workers can be
employed in agriculture dur-
ing the current difficult tran-
sition period, many will be
condemned to open unemplo-
yment or underempleyment.

Both engineers ana social
scientists could make » com-
mon cause on the need for
more consistent government
policies.  And the policies
that they themselves wznt to
promote may well not be
all that far apart. The social
scientists wish to ensure that
mechanisa.ion takes place on
a step-by-step, selective basis,
so that any major displace-

ment of* labour is delayed
until the econemy as a whole
(rather than the  individual

large farmer) needs ic. On
the other hand, the engineers’
vision of the future ecannot
be realised overnight, and
they could probably agree on
a gradual, selective process

operating over roughly the

same’ time period,

FOR the formulation of such
policies, it will e necessary
to weigh carefully which types
of mechanisation are impera-
tively needed to meet natio-
nal production targets, and
which must for the time
being be eschewed for em-
ployment reasons (as well as
on account of shortage of
capital and foreign exchange).

For the effective implemen-
tation of selective mechani-
sation policies, it will be
necessary for the govern-
ment fiscal and related mea-
sures that influence the deci-
sions of individual farmers to
be altered, so that they cor-
respond more closely to nat-
ional needs and priorities. At
the same time a major efforu
will be needed to diffuse and
assist technological improve-
ment: like the use of ferti-
lisers, pesticides and better
seeds, whirh do not generally
recuce employment and are
applicable %y large and small
producers alike.

Action of this kind would
make an important contri-
bution to turning the present
vague employment objectives
in national development plans
into concrete policies ana
measures.

(From an "article by K. C,

Abercrombie in the International
Labour Review, julv 1972)
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CHRONICLE

August 1-7

A Diary of Events it Sri Lanka and the World
compiled from English-language dailies published
in Colombo.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST [I: The two
associations of Government doctors which
staged a 24-hour strike yesterday-Govern-
ment Medical Officers Association and the
Association of Medical Specialists—said
that their token estrike was a one
hundred per cent success. The Enforcement
Division of the Department of Inland Revenue
has blown the lid off*a multi-miilion rupee
fraud involving foreign exchange and tax
evasion by a large commercial combine in
Colombo with foreign connecticns. According
" to the Daily News, the UNP is likely to get
the support of the Ceylon Waorkers’ Congress
for its boycott campaign against the Lake
House papers; the same sources said that
. the Federal Party has not decided about
extending its suppért to the UNP. A drop
_of about 10 million bushels® is now expected
in the Yala paddy®crop due to the severe
drought that has affected” cultivation. The
student who pinned on a Rs. |00 pote to his
physics answer script at the GCE-A level exa-
mination in April this year, sent up another

Rs. 100 note with his Zoology paper, the
Commissioner of Examinations, Mr. Bogoda
Premaratne, disclosed yesterday. According

to a Police spokesman, Emergency Regulations
which are in force now will be used to deal
withemischief makers who might attempt to
cause a breach of the peace under the guise
of the UNP's boycott campaign; but police
will permit peaceful picketing. America’s
second Skylab mission may. have to be
abandoned if the three astronauts cannot
overcome persistent sickness, a seniur
space doctor said.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 2: A number of
top personnel of the State Plywood Corpora-
tion are alleged to have leaked out top secrets
concerning the prices of a recent sale of tea
chests by the Corporation; this is the opinion
of the one-man committee appointed by the
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Auditor General to investigate the charge:.
it is said that the Corporation has lost approxi-
mately Rs. 300,000 due to the leakage of this
secret. "It was a damp boycott. If it had been
a cricket match, the head line would have
read ‘Rain-No Play”. This what the Daijly News
said <bout the UNP'c boycott campaign which
began yesterday: the Sun said it had a smooth
start: the Daily Mirror carried a statement by
the Communist Party condemning the boycott
campaign.Sri Lanka's foreign debts accumulated
to the middle of last year ‘exceeded the
country’s total foreign exchange earnings for
1972, by Rs. 195 miliion. Mrs. Malini Chitra
Ratnagopal, a witness for the state in the case
before the Criminal Jlustice Commission
inquiring into foreign exchange offences, said
yesterday that she was afraid to speak about
the treatment meted out to her in the fourth’
floor of the CID. Walter Ulbricht, the East
German Head of State died yesterday at the
age of 80. The Irdo-Pakistan talks will be
resumad again on the |8th of this month.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 3: The Sri Lanka's
Shippers’ Council has successfully negotiated
the reduction of some of the freight surcharges
imposed by Conference Lines following the
last devaluation of the US dollar by 10 per
cent; these surcharges would have adversely
affected both imports and experts and brought
about 2 drop in f.o.b. prices of exports. A
three-man delegation led by the Food Commis-
sioner left for Paris early this week to nego-
jate the purchase of 90,000 tons of flour for
immediate shipment. The Attorney General,
Mr. Victor Tennekoon, has been appoin-
ted ajudge of the Court of Appeal fora
period of five years with effect from August
I5. Prime Minister Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike,.
was received in audience by Queen Elizabeth
in Ottawa on Wednesdey. The Daily News
and the Observer carried several stories on =
their first page about the Lake House boycott
which they claimed had proved a flop; the
Sun carried a story with the head line reading
“Boycott Campaign Gathers  Momentum®.
Detective Inspector Peter Griggs of Scotland
Yard will appear before the CIC inquiring
into foreign exchange frauds. Plaint was
filed yesterday before the Udugama Circuit
Magistrate against five policemen in connec-
tion with the alleged assault on Dr. Wickrema-
singhe DMO Udugama. President Idi Amin o
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Chronicle:

Uganda hes decided against attending the
Commonwealth Summit Conference.,

SATURDAY, AUGUST 4: Suspended
sentences of two years imprisonment were
yesterday passed by the Criminal Justice
Commission (Insurgency) on 78 young men
who pleaded guilty to charges of conspiracy
to overthrow the Goverriment in the abor-
tive insurrection of April 1971: two other

suspects were sentenced to terms of 4 and-

3 years rigorous imprisonment (not suspen-
ded): the cases of 5 other suspects who pleaded
not guilty wiil be taken up on a date appoin-
ted by the Commission: the Minister of Jus.ice,
Mr. Felix Dias Bandaran.ike who was present
in the Courts yesterd.y addressed the suspects
and their parents. The Daily News published
a story w.ere certain boycotters of the UNP
group are Feported to have marched in proces-
sion, entered a group of flats at Maligawatte,
smashed the furniture in one flat: two people
are said to be injured. Mr. Dharmasiri
Senanayake, former Chairman of the Ceylon
Tourist Board who resigned to contest the
Dedigama by-election, has been reappoin:ed
Chairman, The 32-nation Commonwealth
summit corference got underway in Ottawa
yesterday: at the Conference, New Zealand
‘pressed for firm action against France and
collective =~ Commonwealth opposition to
France’s nuclear tests in  the Pacific

SUNDAY, AUGUST 5: Customs authorities
have uncovered a racket wiiere cars have been
cleared on forged documents: last week,
during a routine check they found that two
brand new Peugeot 404 cars had been cleared
on forged documents. An MMC, and two
others had bcen taken into custody when
supporters of the boycott campaign turned
yiolent in the Muligawatte Housing abea:
the Observer carried pictures of the damage
alleged to have bcen caused by the boycotters.
The Times of Ceylon pub.ished a six:y‘page
megazine supplement to mark the golden
jubilee celebrations of the Sunday Times: the
Sunday Times announced that from September
|, 2 new monthly magazine called the Times
Digest will be published. The statement by
the Prime Minister Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike

has been well received at the Commonwealth

Prime Ministers Conference now being held
in Ottawa, reports the Observer.

MONDAY, AUGUST 6: Ninety cases
invlving nearly 3,500 suspected insurgents
will come up before the CIC (insurgency)
at the beginning of September. The Sur says
that the UNP has many candidates seeking
nomination for the Colombo North consti-
tuency while the UF is finding it dificult to
get a suitable candidate to contest this by-
election on their ticket. According to veteri-
nary circles, the large-scale slaughter of well-
bred cattle will cause a serious shortage of
milk and meat by the end of this year. Accord-
ing to the latest demographic yearbook
produced by the United Nations’, 56.7 per
cent of the world populetion lives in  Acia.
Eight Supreme Court 'udges of the United
Siates overruled a previuus order by the
ninth Justice and allowed bombing of Cam-
bodia to continue. US and GDR officials will
meet next Thursday to discuss matters with a
view to establish DPl. ties between the two
countries,  General Juan Peron has been
nominated to be the Precident of Argentina;
his third wife, Isabel, has been named to con-
test the Vice-Presidency elections to be held
next month.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 7: Japan is interested
in joint ccllaboration with Sri
Lanka on a vast Soya Bean pruject waich could
run into 100,900 acres or more: Japan is ex-
pected to provide the cupital, expertise and
equipment for this project. The UNP's working
committee, met yesterday to review the
impact of the Lake House boycott campaign
and decided to go ahead with a house-to-house
campaign to persuade the people not to buy
the Lake House publications. Mr. D. B. I. P.
S. Siriwardena, Principal Collector of Customs
has begen appointed to inquire into the alleged
assault on the DMO, Udugama. President
Sulvador Allende has autnori.ed the requisi-
tion of buses and taxis in C.ie as a nationwide
fugd and fuel crisis worsened, Two Arab
commanddés who admit.ed that they belonged
to the Black September gueriilas, killed three
people and wounded 55 when they threw hand
grenades and sprayed a volley of shots into a
queue of passengers at Athen’s new airpoit:
the men later surrendered to the police: but
in Beirut, the Palestine commando movement
denied any connection with the Athen attacks.
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Registered as a Newspaper in Ceylon

IS IT TRU

e e e

Sherlock, Holmes

‘% On Corruption in General

IS IT TRUE that knowledge-
able ‘people are expecting 2
series of maxi, midi, and mini
Watergate explosions in Sri
Lanka within the next few
years? That talk in responsible
circles nowadays inyariab'v
turns to the mounting cor-
ruption in public and private
sector  undertakings?  That
though corruption in the pri-
vate sector is dismissed by
some as being something of
a private matter, others feel
that corruption has become
so all-pervading shat it had
become necessary to incwlcate
basic principles of honesty
and good conduct even in
private sector undertakings?
That others claim that it was
the private sector which has
infected the public sector?
That corruption in the public
sector, in spite of the praise-
worthy efforts of the Bribery
Commissioner and his men,
has becoms so common that
it is taken as part of life itself?
That only a small, an infinitesm-
ally small, part of this corrup-
tion reported to the Bribery
Commissioner! That people
who have to get things done
-prefer to pay the scheduled
santhosam rather ‘than get

for nepotism

frustrated by delays and re-
fusals artificially created with
red tape as a convenient
smokescreen? That a prize
should - be offered to any
government department or
~blic sector undertaking
where the public can get
normal service without the
bribe being tendered in one
form or another at one or
other level :

* * &

IS IT NOT TRUE that it is
wrong to think corruption
consists solely of money being
solicited or offered? That ne-
potism is bribery at the
highest? That Ministers and
other VIPs who appoint close,
and even not-so-close, rela-
tions to key posts, by-passing
better qualified and experi-
enced persors, are guilty -of
corruption? That whilst ex-

cuses may be made for purely

political posts, for which bud-
getary provisions have been
made, no excuse can be found
in regard to
routine administrative and
technical posts? That many
Sri Lankan Ralph Naders are

. That these are

Tow busy compliing lists of
clore relations of Ministers
and other VIPs who have been
thrust into administrative
posts or into public sector
corporations? That some of
thuse persons are in posts
where they ‘can make a great

deal of hay? That requests
to declare one’s assets have

little or no meanimg because
‘the Bribery Commissiorer has
no way of reaching out to
the’ numbered accounts In
banks in Switzerland, Honkong,
Tokyo or even in  Sin-
gapore! That it is now gene-
rally accepted that it is only
a fool who does not know
how to get the correct kind
of job and make his nest egg
in Honkong or Singapore—
much nearer home than Swit-
zerland?

L * *

IS, IT ALSO NOT TRUE that
after Watergate in the USA
and in many other countries
recently neither VIPs prestige
nor parliamentary majorities
can prevent catacylistic erup-
tions from overtaking the
high and the mighty? That
this colymn has already been
furnished with lists of per-
sons in Sri Lanka around
whom watergate-like explos-
jons might occur in the im:
mediztely forthcoming period?
That these are not astrulogica!
predictions? That these are
not even political conjectu-
res based on wishful thinking?
pronounca-
ments on the possible and the
probable?
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