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. CEYLON NEWS REVIEW

ON GIMMICKS AND GUNDUS

THE COMMON PEOPI E of Sri Lanka have no more use for gimmicls and gundus.
They are now mature enough to make political decisions without being prodded
by stuntism of any kind. In the past, no doubt, gimmicks had played a major role
in the politics of the island, and some of the older politicians delude themselves into
thinking that they can still make political history through gimmickry, although in
recent times all such gimmicks have turned out to be only damp squibs. Ever since
he became the leader of the UNP, ). R. Jayewardene has rajsed one gundu-loaded
slogan after another, and the climax of his infantile politicking were his two latest
stunts which are dangerously pregnant with political dynamite that can tear things
apart in Sri Lanka.

J. R. AND THE UNP are now seeking to mix religion anc politics in the kind of
satyagraha he seeks to perform in order to get more food for the people, and this
has unfortunately stampeded the United Front, which has generally endeavoured
to keip religion and politics separate, into reso,ting to the futile gimmick of
transporting several thousands of Buddhist monks to the BMICH in Colombo to
support the Government's Food Drive—this was no doubt to forestall the UNP-
sponsored satyakriya stunt by some dther Buddhist priests. When this religious-
satyagraha gundu failed to explode in the way the UNP had hoped for, J. R. Jaye-
wardene fell back upon another time-worn MaCarthyian gundu about a leftwing
revolutionary plot to seize state power primarily to eliminate the leaders of the
UNP and also of the so-cailed Rightwing of the UF including some leading lights
of the SLFP, LSSP and CP.

EVEN IN THE UNITED STATES, this kind of MaCarthyian witch-hunting
stuntism by invoking the bogey of a communist conspiracy has ceased to have any
practical value as a valid poditical weapon. But J. R. does not seein to have outlived
i his innate belief that religion and anti-communism can bring him back to power.
He has pinned his faith ona Select Committee—no doubt to emulate Sam
; Ervin's Watergate Committee in his frantically desperate bid to win popular support,
"The Prime Minister, however, has succéssfully called the bluff on the coup gundu,
but all this gimmickry has begun to spawn other gundus everywhere. The Times
of Ceylon made itself ridiculous with a counter coup story. UNP parliamentarians
have chosen to ride in a bullock cart to protest against the petrol shortage, whilst
Pieter Keuneman had his own gundu on a push bicycle. If the UNP wants to be
taken seriously it must forget gimmicks, gundus and tamashas, and outline a
concrete programme of action to take the country forward. Even the insurgents
of 1971 had pu. forward a programme, however erroieous the concepts and
however suicida! = the tactics. But, it is most distressing that the UF— the SLFP,
LSSP, and CP—should seek to tzil behind the LUNP in the matter of gimmicks
and pundes.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




&

1
&

Til’ 4%

tiviamia

% Ol Crisis

% Producers’ Case
Capitalist Dilemma

o,

i

&

£/

AT
£y

THE FIRST REACTIONS to the
price hike by the oil producers
was Indignation and resentment that
the Arabs and Iranians had become
so greedy that they had raised prices
to levels which undermined the
very basls of capitalist society in
the West and that it also at the
_ .same.time disrupted- the efforts of
the developing countries to emanci-
pate themselves economically by
quick ‘economic “growth. . But,
with more serious thinking on the
subject and a moie mature consi-
deration of the available information
there is no doubt that the whole
question must be viewed differently
and realistically—and the proper
conclusions drawn in regard to
what Sri Lanka ca.. best do in the
circumstances which have arisen.
Breast beating and wailing about
the disasters brought by the oil

crisic will ‘not help. Begging for
price reductions will only give
short term relief that will take

us nowhere. The whole question
must be viewed from a long range
angle and the proper measures
taken to re-orientate the whole
-programme for development. Our
ive Year Plan was rooted on deriv-
ing assistance from western techno-
logy based on cheap oil to effect
a_breakthrough to economic afflu-
ence in terms waestern civilisation
has made-the sole” symbols of natio-
nal -advancement, i.e. a steady
increase In the GNP, a rate of
growth over and above the growth
of population, ‘and a yearly increasc
in the per -capita real income to
enable every family to buy more
and more of gadgetry considered
esssentizl for * good living in -this
era, llke cars, radios, .television
sets, cookers, refrigerators, washing
machines and the like.

Before we consider the question
of what 3ri Lanka can best do in
the new situatlon, It Is necessary
to examine the case of the oll

producers. This can be simply
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stated: First, [that the bulk of the
profits from' the oil'. were made
by the multi-national oil companies
and the governments of consuming
countries, and that the time had
come for the producers to obtiin
a greater portion of the ultimate
retail prices;. for instance, when
the retail price=af petrol in Britain
was considered, 619 of it was
customs and ccher levies to bolster
the Government's revenue, 319
went as profits to the multi-national
companies which handled the oil
and only 8% went to the producing
nations: the situation in the other
west European countries and in
Japan was no different.

Second, the oil producers rightly
feel that they were not able to get
the full benefit of even the 8%
they got for their oil: that these
earnings had been held in dollar
or sterling reserves, and with a
series of devaluations the value of
these savings had been halved in
a few years with no gold backing:
that with Britain, and then the USA,
going off the gold standard, oil
producers’ cash  holdings were
held at the mercy of the bankers
of the big consuming ‘countries
of the West and Japan. The oil
producers naturally felt thet it was
better to leave the oil under the
ground rather than exhaust them
by limitless pumping.

And, third, petroleum was being
used to manufacture a whole host
of synthetics which depressed the
prices of the primary products of
developing countries— products like
rubber, cotton, natural fibres, ferti-
lisers and other raw materials.
Huge profits were made through
applied technology which went
solely to entrepreneurial nations
like Britain, France, West Germany
and Japan mainly, and also fo
countries like the USA and Canada
which had their own sources of oil.

There is no doubt that rhe olil
producers’ have a genuine case
for stepping up the price to a point
which s alitrle below the retail
price in consuming countries after
making allowances for transport
and refining charges. Unfortunately
the consuming countries have pnow
passed the increased price to the
consumer, but the time s pot
far off when the consumer coun-
tries must not only import less
oil but also permit the use of oil
only for basic productlve purposes
eliminating the preducticn of syn-
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thetis for which natural{ products
.are #yailable.: ' This will no doubt

mean,; a ‘major revolution inithe ways
of life and thinking of the so-
called advanced countriesiand also
of the developing countries.

ALREADY, there has been 2 major
re-appraisal ‘'of the situation In the
JSA. In his statement at the meet-
ing of the Committee of Twenty
on tne Reform of the International
Monetar{ System In Rome on
January 17, the US Secretary to the
Treasury, George P. Shultz, made
the following significant points: he
stated that a broadersinternatignal .
co—operation was needed ‘“‘which
meets the legitimate aspirations
of the oil producers for an appro-
priate level of conpensation for
the current production and foit:
secure and profitable opportunities
for investing their financial resources

.while assuring that they in turn
‘'meet their responsibilities for pro-

ducing in reasonable amounts with-
out capricious manipulation of sup:
plies or prices.” He also said that
President MNixon’s invitation to
Ministers of oil-consuming coun=
tries was intended to launch “‘rhe
preparatory work which will permit
substantive and productive meetings
to take place in the near future.
on a broader basis among represen-
tatives of the oil producers and the -
oil consumers from all parts of

‘the world. The ultimate cbjective

is a set of international arrangements
which will permit economic deve-
lopment to countries on asecure
basis in all parts of the world.”

WWhilst these two were the most
significant points he made, the
speech he made at the Rome meet-
ing not only makes ~interesting
reading at this critical juncture,
but!s also indicative 'of the thinking
which has arisen as a result of the
oil crisis. The gunboat diplomacy
pursued by the militarily - powerfui
western nations’ has . now been
replaced with a more concillatory
approach. Shultz's speech sets out
the basic trends of thinking in a
section of the capitalist world of
the West to meet the challenges
that have arisen. We, therefore,
reproduce the speech almost in
its entirety, because 5ri lanka
is still very much within the orbit
of the capitalist world. Our Minis-
ter of Finance also attended the
Meeting of Twenty.

“It is imperative, 'the.i'efore,"
sald Shultz, “that we make the most
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O; sur meeting. But, after a change
Y3 economic eifcumstances without
precedent in magnitude and sudden-
ness In peacetime we obviously
must rethink eu¥ priorities in the
arés of Monetary Reform. And
'we must dct ‘v the financial area
with a full realization that our
responise to the current threat of
econemic instability will be vie ved
as 2 fundamental test of our willing-
ness to cosoperace internationally.

“X number .of governmerits, the
oil exporters, have demonstrated that
they con act in pursuit of immediate
golitical and econemic obfectives. In
doing so, the clear daniger [s that
they will create severe economic Jis-
ruption for other nations and ulti-
mately for themselves as well.

“Now we must demonstrate
¢hat we can achieve joint action
among a much larger number of
countries and #n a more broadly
bereficial manner. We must develop
a broader co-oparation which meets
the legitimare aspirations of the
oil producers for an appropriate
level of comseasstion for their
current production and for secure
and profitable opportunities for
investing their financial resources,
while assuring that they in turn
meet their responsibilities for pro-
ducing in reasocnable amounts with-
out; capricious manipulation of supp-
lies or prices. We must develop
a2 broader cs-pperation  that
does not wumdarmine economic
development in any areas of our
world.”

IT IS SIGNIFICANT that Shultz
did not want the powerful oil
consuming coungrias to get together
to use their economic, political
and military strength to compel
the oil producers to be “more
reasonable.” [nstead. he suggested
a joint meating of produfers and
consumers tao find 2 way out, and
stated that tpe eonference proposed
by President Mixon would go a
long way tawirds finding solutions
in the presept crisis. This is what
he said: “This mesting of Ministers
of Finance is mot the proper forum
for discussions of 2if the implications

of the rew dzvelopmentsin the
tield of ene Primary work must
be undertakep elspwhere op agree-

ments for the waintenance of app-
ropriate levels of supplies and prices,
on research znd davslopment, on
conservaticn, on #lternative energy
sources, and on ®margency sharing
of supplies.

2

wPresident Nixon, to insure that
il this. work is undertaken promp-
ty, has issued an invitation for a
meeting in Washington to Ministers
of a number of oil-consuming coun-
tries, together with the Secretary
General of the QECD and the
President of the Executive Commi-
ssion of the E.C. It is the Presi-
dent’s belief, | know, that this
small group can launch most ex-
peditiously the prepsratory work
which will permit substantive and
productive meetings to take place
in the near future on a broader
basis among representatives of ths
oil producers and the oil consumers
from all parts of the world. The
ultimate objective is a set of inter-
national arrangements which will

* permit economic development to

continué in a secure basis in all
parts of the world.”

The objective is clear: Shultz
wants a new set of rules integrated
into agreements to make capita-
lism work without breaking down
or causing interpational economic
dislocation and disruption. To
stress the importance and urgency
of such arrangements, he outlined
the difficulties which had arisen
as a result of the sudden increase
in the oil prices by producing coun-
tries. He said: “The recent price
increases and supply disturbances
of oil have created uncertainty,
which—even apart from the direct
costs involved—is detrimental to
economic development. And, when
the newly announced prices -are
applied to estimates of oil consump-
tion which are in the neighborhood
of previous forecasts for 1974 and
later years, the arithmetical results
are staggering. WWe have seen esti-
mates, for example, of an increase
in the costs of imported oil in
1974 of more than 75,000 million
dollars just from the price increases
of the last few months. Similar
calculations for later years yield
even larger numbers. In appraising
these estimates however, | believe,
w’ must be driven to the conclu-
sion they ar: simply not reaiistic.
At the prices used in these calcu-

laticns the consum.ng countries
will not—and in some cases pro-
bably cannot—import such large

volumes, In the more developed
countries the combination of con-
sumer choice and Government con-
trols i bound to restrict consump-
tion of imported oil substantially
even in the short run. !Increasingly
over time, imports will fall even

further behind earlier forecasts.
net only from reductivis in con.
sumption, but also from incresses
in production from’ alternative
energy sources which Have Beécarie:
economic by cordpdrizor.  With
the economic incentives which now
exist, | suspect we shalt all be suf-
prised by rhe rew ways of produ-
cing and of saving energy which.
‘come out of the woodwork.

“The impossitility of the initial
projections of rammeth increases
in import bills for ol is particulorly
obvious for the less developed coun-
tries which are rot oil producers. |
have seen estimates that their import
bill alone would incrégse by mbre
than 10,000 million doilars in' 1974,
an amount in excess of the total
of official assistarice wiich they
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have
years.

beer teceiving in recent
: Clearly it would not be
possible for these countries to
.absorb such increasts.  Concei-
wably these countries could turn
to the oil producers to borrow
some portion of the increased
cost. But many of these Govern-
ments are alreadz neas the limits
of prudent indebtedness. More-
over, it is one thing to borrow for a
a promising investment project
which will generate increasing
revenues in the future, but it is
:a far different and dangerous course
.to borrow large amounts to cover
current consumption. Of course,
.the more developed nations must
.maintain their assistance programs
but, in addition, to meet the new
needs, some of the oil producers
must provide a substantial amount
of grant assistance if current wel-
fare and future development are
not to be drastically reduced in
many areas whose levels of economic
welfare are abysmally low.

“Eyen after the inevitaole reduc-
tion in future levels of imports,
the increasing cost of imported
energy in the near future will still
be huge. The secondary effects
in terms of the availability of such
derived products as fertilizer must
also be recognized. The extra
funds paid by the importers will
inevitably mean a decline in th.ir
terms of trade, a Lurden upon
their econamies, and a heavy burden
on efforts to manage common
affairs co-speratively. Of course.
the funds paid by importers will
not disappear from the face of
the earth. They will be used by
the recipients in part for increased
purchases of goods and services
and in substantial part for invest-
ment in other countries, These
reflows will collectively redress
the payments positions of those
countries. But in the new circums-
tances there inevitably is great
uncertainty as to which countries
will receive these reflows.

“Naturally we in the U.S. Gov.
arnment are hopeful that our busi-
nessmen will be competitive with
their exports, and we know that
we have s large and smoothly-funct-
ioning market for investments. Yet
for ug as for others, there is great
uncertainty as to what will be the
net Impact of the new oil develop-
ments on ocur payments position.
Ve had, a"ter all, been scheduled
to be the world’s single largest
importers of oil during the next
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few years. The oil price increase
are likely in the short run to cause
for us an even larger percentage
increase in the total cost of imports
than will be the case for most
major countries in Europe, since
oil looms larger among our imports

“For me these new developments
have three basic implications for
our work on monetary reform
in the Committee of Twenty:

“First, we must demonstrate that
we can achieve international econl-
mic co-operative agreeemnts in 2
timely fashion. It is imperative that
we reach a substantive agreement
by the date which we have already
set for ourselves, July 31 of this
year.

“Second, in doing so we& must
re-order our thinking to take fully
into account the new conditions
and the new uncertainties which
have been thrust upon our inter-
national affairs. Qur monetary
reform agreements must pot at-
tempt to impose upon the system
a rigidity which hampers response
to future developments including,
for instance, the possibility of a
surfeit of energy supplies around
the world in 2 few years time.
Rather, we must agree on rules
and procedures fo insure there
will be prompt adjustment in res-
ponse to developing international
monetary imbalances. We must
try to avoid the mistake of giving
too much weight to present condi-
tions by simply extrapolating them
far into the future. While setting
the flexibility necessary to adapt
and evolve the system to meet
future developments.

“Third, we must design financial
mechanisms and arrangements to
deal with the present problem.
But we must be realistic and recogni-
nize that the present problem is
literally unmanageabl~ ~for many
countries. The oil producing coun-
tries have to recognize this sirn.ple
fact and cooperate with the rest
of the world in sc2ling down the
magnitude of the financial problem
to raanageable proportions. Once
that is accomplished we must still
bring together the countries that
have investment opportunities with
oil producing countries that have
investible funds, so that major
de-stablizing forces in the world
economy are avoided.”

Shultz then went on to suggest
that all these arrangements could
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produce beneficial results only if
proper arrangements were made
“ for a smooth flow of trade from one
country to another, and that it
_was dangerous for individual coun-
tries, however well placed now.
to embark on polic’'ss of unilateral
isolationist self sufficiency or of
selfishly national policies of bila-
teralism  which could be disruptive
-of «international co-operation. “if
.we manage our affairs properly.
it will plainly make economic
sense all around for producers
to pump oil in excess of their
current revenue needs so that
oil wealth can be put to uses which
generate a greater return than
would result from letting that oil
increase—or possibly decrease—in
value while lying in the ground.
In fact, however, that oil is not
likely to be produced unless the
producers of the oil and the custo-.
dians of the investments project
can be brought together in a manner
in which each participant feels he
can rely on the contractual rela-
tionship with the other. There
may be possibilities for collective
action which should be given con-
sideration in this area.

“All these tasks | have just men-
tioned are ones for which we as
Finance Ministers must take pri-
mary responsibilty. But our res-
ponsibilities for constructive res-
ponse to the new circumstances
will not end there. We also have a
vital role to play in facilitating future
trade pegotiations. The frequent
experience of abrupt, major shifts
in world supply-demand relationship
in certain commodities has caused
us all to rethink our policies and
our methods of economic manage-
ment, domestically and internatic-
nally. In this rethinking, some have
concluded that recent proposals
for trade negotiations should be
put aside in view of more pressing
problems like" the energy supply
constrictions and price rises or
alleged world food shortages.
That is the wrong conclusion.

“The effort to embark on trade
negotiations has much in common
with our efforts in the monetary
field: on the one hand, to solve
specific problems, and on the
other hand, to bring about a nego-
tiating process and improved frame-
work for trade relations which
would help deal .more effectively
with new problems as they arise.

The recent difficulties, to me,
argue more strongly than ever
3
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for getting moving on the process
of tride negotiations. The exact
way in which we go about this,
and the new priorities, that may
be emerging—including the avoi-
dance of export restrictions—will
need close examination. But it is
imperative that the process itself
be set in motion now.

“While this broader process is
getting underway we have to encure
that nothing is done to make the
Situation worse now. No country
can take unifateral restrictive trade
or monetary measures to benefit
some sefected sections of its economy
or its current balance of payments
at the cost of others without generating
still greater turmoil in world econo-
mic relations. There would inevit-
ably be countermeasures. Unilateral
trade or monetary actions which
are generated by energy problems
or similar difficulties would be counter
productive. Any new trade or mone-
tary actions should be considered
in the most careful way in this deli-
cate time, and should be kept con-
sistent with mutual interests and
obligations. Bilateral agreements
between oil producing and oil con-
suming countries should themselves

be fitted into on internationafly
agreed framework."
HE CONCLUDED his speech

with an appeal for international
co-operation which was essential
in the interdependent world of
free exchange, meaning the world
of capitalism of supply and demand
where profit constituted the basic
incentive for all economic under-
takings. “As Finance Minis ers,
with our particular knowledge of
the dangers of economic instability
and  autarchic policies, we must
impress upon our national collea-
gues the dangers of attempting
to ‘go it alone' in interpational.
ecanomic affairs in today’s ¢icums-
tances. Ve must recognize mone-
tary co-operation plays a large part,
but still only®a part in the broad
effort needed to respond to the
new economic challenges. With
co-operation, we can find 2 balance
in the essential n2eds of oil produ-
«cers and consumers. ‘With intelli-
gence and understanding, we can
avoid unemployment through ex-
cesses of financial restraint ar home
f we approach our problems in
common, we can maintain a fabric
of resacnable stabllity and freadom
in Internationsl commodity and
exchange markets, to the benefit
of all our eitizens.

4

“The new challenges have come
upon us with a brutal suddenness.
But thé collision between growing
energy demands and the slower
growth in apparent supply was
inevitable in any event, Let us
now attempt to insure that we
derive one Important benefit from
our recent jolting experience. Let
us resolve to delay no longer and
to proceed at once with the re-
ordering of our research eflorts,
our production plans, and our
consumption patterns to fit our
new conception of the world's
energy balance. In doing so, let
us achieve that broad consistency
among our Individual actions that
is essential to the success of the
total effort.”

THERE CANNOT be the slightest
doubt that it is the LISA which
has to take the foremost role in
any solution of the present crisis of
the capitalist world. Though some
western European nations may be
unhappy about the subsidiary role
they have to Slav. there is no help
for it. The Brirish, The Economist,
12/1/74, in a leading article entitled
THE RETURMN OF THE DOLLAR
se’s out the position in realistic
terms in the most forceful way.
“The almighty dollar, top, beast of
the economic jungles, has returned
to suzerainty. It has happened
not a moment too Ssocn.  Open
warfare threatens between the
other animals, and American leader-
ship is neaded to save the free
world from tearing itself apart.
Whether it will be forthcoming,
given President Nixon's enmesh-
ment in the problems of \Water-
gate, remains to be seen,”

This is the British view. Britain
has in the post-war era tailed be-
hind the USA with dogged consis-
tency, but France and even Ger-
many, though they too had grown
under the benign patronage of
Marhsall Plan dollars, had* becoma
ultra critical of US policies. Never-
theless, under tha impact of the
oil crisls, France, Germany, ltaly
and lapan have no option but to
follow the US in the delicate and
difficult task of establishing some
kind of equilibrium in the world
of capitalism. These countries are
not likely to agree with The Econo-
mists’s analysis of the crisls, byt
the ABritish approach Is reallstic
and cynical.

“The troubles stem from a shift
n the balance of economic power.

For more than cwenty years was-
tern Europe and lapan have pros-
pered on plentiful dollars and chea
oil. The oil powered the growt
of industry (particularly In Japan),
and dollars in profysion made easy
markets for tﬁa products. The
economles of Japan, Germany,
France and 'taly emerged from tha
postwar shambles geared to oii
and exporting . While they have
prospered, the rich Anglo-Saxons
and the poor Arabs and Afro.Asians,
on whom this prosperity depen-
ded, have grown relatively poorer.
This could not last, '

“The supply of dollars was batind
to dry up when America could
longer run deficits with impunity.
This has been a slow process, but
it s nearing completion 'with
America’s return to a trade sur-
plus. ' contrast, the end of cheap

The Energy Crisis

The energy crisis has resulted
in  cut backs in industrial
producticn in . man ‘West |
European countries. The French'
automobile firms  Litroen
and Alpine have decided to ]
close ‘their factories for eléven .
days, and Peugeot, France's
secend  biggest auto . mapufac-.
wurer, proposes to curtail oucs

ur at all of its plants on Decem-
Eer 26, 27 and 29 owing to a4
“slow down in exports". Peu-.
geot has also announced that it
will not renew contracts with
foreign workers and will end
ovetrime work.  Air France.
has reduced the number .of its |
flights, General Motors proposes
to close Its Antwerp works
for seven days in December
and five days-in January. Begin-
ing with the new year the
Swedish Volvo concern will go
o‘er to a four-day week and
reduce the numbher of passen-
ger cars put out by 10,000, Some
20,000 workers wijl go on short
time. There will be production
cutbacks at 650 sup lI:'ir.lr plants
connected with Volve.,  The
Danish Berlingske Tidende re-
ports that production may be
cut in the Danish food and plas-
tics industries, In Norway

18,000 auto workers are faced
with layoffs, besides which the
auto plants will go over to a
shorter working weex.

TRIBUNE, -January-26. 1974



oil was abrupt hesayss it was
politicel. Ol ean be produced at
only a fraction of the cost of coal.
The oil-producing nations, as a
group, are poor while the main
oll consumers are rich. Yet because
oil wealth was concentrated In
the hands of 2 few low-population
countries, such as Saudi Arabia
and Kuwait, with more money
than they could spend, the rich
consumers have been allowed to
take the lion’s share of the econo-
mic rant from oll's cheapness.
Many industrial countries took this
for granted. They hava anly them-
selves to blame for the consequences,
although It Is a misfortune
for  everybody that they have
come so abruptly."”

The Economist, moreover, is not
optimistic about what is round
the corner. Vith the eronomic
boom that has prevailed in some
countries, the word slump had
been eliminatea from the vocabu-
lary of the advanced Industrial
countries, but now the dark shadow
-of a world-wide depression, a slump.
has begun to haunt che capitalist wo-
rid, particular[?' tha countries which
had enjoyed “miracle” revivals in
the post-war period. The Econo-
mist did not mince its words: “It is
easy to see how the suddenness
of the re—adjustment now could
lead to another world slump.
Higher oil prices since October,
costing industrial countries sup to
%50 .billion a year, will have the
same demand deflationary effects
as a comparable increase in domes-
tic indirect taxation. Following
the first price rise Tn October,
most governments had the sense
to resist further demand-deflation,
despite Increased cost Inflation and
trade disruption. But none has
the courage to reflate when faced
with the mult—billion deficits that
will be caused by the latest price
increases.  Most of them argue
that demand-reflation can do no
good when output is contrained
by a shortage of oil. Instead,
a scramble to corner oil supplies
has begun, with Japan, France
and Britaln taking the lead. Each
has its own special reasons of
pursuing natlonal self-interasc:
Japan Is overwhelmingly dependent
on oil; France needs at least 5
per cent annual growth to keep
unemployment down: and Britaln’s
industrial troubles rule out altruls-
tic gestures, Aggressive trade
policles will follow, as countries
struggle to foor the oil bill. Japan
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has given notles of itz intantien
by allowing the yen to devalue’

In a crisis, ‘with a deprassior

looming large—it is no longer
a ‘‘recession’ which Is op the
horizon—capltalist countries tend

to claw their way to self-preserva-
tion of self-aggrandisement at the
expense of other members of the
community. This Is what Shutlz
has warned against, and this is
what The Economist would also
like to prevent,

The Economist offers broad sufz_‘
gestions how the dilemma could
bs rasolved, but it is not clear
whether the Committee of Twenty,
or the |MF, or GATT, or the Energy
Conference of the Big Powers
will be able to find a way out. The
Economist, however, poses thz
the problems In unmistakable terms:
“Only swift action can prevent
this situation deteriorating into
open trade and economlc warfare.
Collective action Is likely ta prove
too slow, as the pressures on indi-
vidual countries to do their awn
thing are tee great., America is
the only country which can eithar
opt out or jump In te hold the
ring. There are three steps America
could take: Reflate Its own domestic
demand to ensure at least ane
prosparous market: offer substan-
tial bilateral support, effectively
recycling Arab money, to any
country standing back from beggar-
my—neighbour policies (for the
medium term it should also urge
that the Interpational Monetary
Fund make specfal allotmert: " of
SDRs to any such countries); and
launch an Investments drive by
American multinational corpora-
tions into the world's heavy capital
goods industries. Without such
help, these industrles may be crip-
pled by a world slump in 1974-75,
just before they should face enor-
mous demands both from energy
investment and the industrizlisa-
tion of oll prodicers. Consumers
in industrial countries must ulti-
mately foot the bill for higher il
prices, but that is no reasecn why
output should be cut when the
world faces the greatest period
of industrial reconstruction since
the postwar years, Where's General
Marshall?"

It 1s frantic cry for succour from
the USA, but America Is in ne
position to undertake a new Mar-
shall Plan—which had been put
Into operation at the end of the
second world war becausa of the cold
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war compulsion ef fighting “eem-
mupism™.  In a world of detents;
even if the USA had the gold and
the dollars, 2 Marshall Plan cannot
be revived in Amerlca.

IN  THIS ANALYSIS, wa have
examlined some of the new pers-
pectives which have emerged In
rerar'd to the ofl crisis, and it will
be, only In 2 subsequent article
that we can look at the implications
of the oll and energy crisls so far
as Sri Lanka i3 concerned.  But
it Is necassery to polnt out that
we have to adopt new standards
and values to gauge development
and discard shibbeleths which con-
temporary econometrics have dei-
fied—yarastlcks like GNP, per
capita  real  Income, consumer.
satisfaction, etc., etc. Life has
become 2 mad race for the trappln‘p
of urban living—refrigerators, air-
conditionsers. washing machines,”
ackaged local and foreign holldays
and what not—which did nothing
more than induce an Inflationary
al which has made llife and
iving unres | to all except for a
hapdful of multi-miilionairas.  Else-
where in this issue we have pub-
lished an article by Baron de Rosen,
a French businass magnate whae
indulges in  philosophical
speculation, about new imperatives
which must be astablished for
global development,

alse

®Planners, bureaucrata and even
peliticians, in 3ri Lanka, who have
alse been bralnwashed into making
GNP and per capita Income the
main yardsticks to guage davelop-

ment, will no  doubt  dismiss
what Baron de Rosen says as piffla
emanating from tha patronising

solicitude a western millionaire has
for the poor blacks, but the day
is not far off when the values esta-
blished by the economists of the
west are replaced by mora stable
and enduripg values.

What matters to man Is not the
Cadillac he cannot purchase— most
people in the world in the best
of times cannot afford @ Cadillac
but the fact that he is able to
lead a comfortable existence, with-
out hunger, with a roof above
his head, Anything produced In
excess of the simple needs of man
must be considered unproductive
and anti-social. This is not rell-
glous ssceticlsm but an inevitable
concluslen  which emerges from
the rat race which has marred
the world In this century,
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Things wets not perfect in the
ages past, but at least there was
&nough of everything for everybody,
but taday man Is consuming natu-
ral resources at a pace which
must bring disaster. Control of
population—though prudent In
some clrcumstances—is not enough.
It Is more essential to control the
consumption of natural resources
at a pace which Is far In excess of
what a simple, lelsured and cultured
life requirses.
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% PM's Visit_ To India
st Coup And Counter-Coup
% IAIR And Jaffna

RELATIONS WITH INDIA. The
importance of maintaining cordial
relations with India and of cops-
tantly developing and improving
such relations cannot be too strong-
. by stressad. Ethnic, cultural, reli-

ious, linguistic, economic and
political ties have been close and
intimate between this island and the
mainfand for countless centurie..
Dynastle wars had no doubt occa-
sionally Interrupted the smooth
flow of normal relations in the past
but the religlous, cultural and
other ties had superseded these irrit-
ations stemming from dynastic
changes.

It was mainly after Britain had
become the paramount power in
the island as well as on the smain-
land that acute soclo-cultural, reli
gio-linguistic and politico-economic
differences wsare planted among
the people on botz sides of the
Palk Straits in pursuit of the im-
perialist strategy of dividing to
rule. Cheap slave (euphemistically
called “indentured”) labour was
brought from India to <Teylon to
run plantations and this was used
to divide both countries even more
particularly by raising the bogey
that the Indians were to swallow
up little Ceylon. The intellectual
al?ies of imperialism in both coun-
tries, the brown sahibs, continued
to do their best to keep divisions
and differences slive, and deve-
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Iofed a theory that for survival
this little island should lean on
big and small powers, not well
disposed to Indla.  Geperations
of bureaucrats, politiclans, newspa-
permen and Intellectuals In this
country have grown up under this
subtle brown sahib Indoctrination
that Indla was an enemy; that
Britailn had held the Indians In
chack; and that with the witdhrawal
of British power it was necessary
for Ceylon to lean on and tilt
towards anti-India coalitions whilst
sratanding to be friends  with
adia.

The Senanayakes and the leading
sectlons of the LUNP, as inheritors
of the British mantle in Ceylon,
continued this policy in various
disguised and undisguised forms,
and It was 5. W. R. D. Bandara-
nalke who took the first steps to
establish genuinely friendly ties
wlith the new independent Republic
of India under the leadership of
men like Jawarhalal Nehru. Bandara-
naike closed down the military
naval and air force bases held b
Britain in independent Ceylon witK
the active collaboration of the
UNP—bases which were sald te
be essential for maintaining Ceylon’s
tarritorial integrity against possible
aggressive designs by India . There-
after, he took steps to establish
closer relations with India on the
bas!s of Pancha Sila, nen-alignment
and dynamic neutralism. For the
first tlme after Independence and
the withdrawal of British political
and military power from these“both
countries, relations berween India
and Ceylon were placed on a foot-
ing of friendship and understand-
ing... It was only a beginning be-
causa there were many lrritants
that were hanging over.

Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike carr-
ied the SWRD traditon forward
and the Shashtrl - Sirimavo Pact of
1964°was a significant step forward,
but the UNP interlude of [965-70
interrupted the process of rrmov-
ing the obstructions which stood
in the way of fuller understanding
between the two countries espe-
cially at a time when it was neces-
sary for the two countries to esta-
blish integrated plans for economic
co-pperation with a view to sub-
sequently organising a scheme for
regional economic co-operation In
the Indian Ocean region. But
with the assumption of power
by Mrs. Bandaranalke in 1970, a

fresh effort was made to re-est--
blish the relations along the lines
she had charted earlier, and thers
iIs no doubt that much prograss
has been made in the last thrae
and half years.

In the period after 1970, India
not only cawne to Ceylon’s rescus
during the insurgency of 1971 and
has also year by year developed
schemes for economic co-operaticn
and assistance. Mrs. Indira Gandhi
had eome to Ceylon on a stats
vigit last April, and at that
summit many knotty problems had
bean solved. Repatriation under
the Shastr i-5irlmave Pact was
speaded up In a bid to earch up
with time lost during tha 1965-70
period. And now, Mrs. Bandara-
naike is on a state visit to India
and she will be a honoured guest
at the Republic Day celebrations
in New Delhi on January 26. She
will also address both Houses of
Parllament—an honour which only
a few Prime Ministers who visit
India get.  Consistent with the
ties of personal friendship esta-
blishad between Mehru and Bandara.
nalks, the Indian Prime Ministar
has continued the tradition of
including an invitation to the mem.
bers of the Ceylon PM's family
to visit India as guests of the Indian
government.  Daughter Sunethra
and son Anura have accompanied
Mrs. S'rimavo Bandaranaike whiist
daughter Chandrika has not been
able to make the trip bacause of
the pressure of work Intne Land
Reform Commission whare she
works.

This invitation to the members of
the family is only symbolic of the
friendly feelings entertained te-
wards the Bandaranaikes for ending
the British—induced spell of sus-
picion and mistrust which had
grown up between the two coun-
tries in this century. Brown Sahibry
in Srl Lapnka will, no doubt, be
temptad to crack cynical jokes and
fatuous witticisms about the family
entourage accompanying the PM,
but the one ground on which such
criticism could be levelled, that
It will make a dent in Ceylon’s state
coffers, does not arise because,
as guests, India will be responsible
for their expenses. There are
many things Tribune has been critical
about the Establishment now cen-
tred around the Prime Minister,
but there is no justification for
criticising her on this score, which
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is at the same time tantamount

. of a criticism of Mrs. Indira Gandhl

and the Indian Government.

A DAMP SQUIB. Mr. ). R. laye-
wardene'as coup story has boome-
ranged on him and the UNP. The
Prime Minister had called his bluff
when she called upon him to pro-
duce the “informint’ especlally
after his admissions that he did
not question him closely to satisfy
himself that he spoke the truth.
J. R's plea that he will produce
the man only before a Select Commi-
ttee of the National State Ass-
embly makes it obvious that it
was not to help the Government to
uncover 2 dangerous ‘‘revolutio-
nary" plot but that he was only
anxious to make a propzganda
stir for kimself and the UNP. A
Select Committee canpot investi-
gate a crime, espe-ially a crime
like a coup, but a Select Committee
is an excellert forum for political
propagandising.

JR and the UNP are now com-
mitted to utilicirg religious jingcism
to mcbilize politi 2l support through
dubious satvagrahs and also to
raisirg MacCarthyian slogans about
communist conspiracies to provide
a smokescreen for the absence of
a concrete and constructive poli-
tical programme:

« JR's story of the coup does not
hold water, It is full of s0 many
holes and loopholes tha® anyore
-who Is familiar with the local scene
can see that it is only a series of
insinuated &alf-truths making a
transparently unbelievatle story.
Only those who want a propaganda
stick against certain elements in
the Government wishfully want
to believe the story, but even they
have no answer for the questions
raised by the Prime Minister in
her stetements.
L]

The comic elemeént was intro-
duced by the Sundoy Times with a
story about another coup, this
time by UNP elerents to capture
power, and the Times went so far
as to Fint that JR had started his
coup scare of a leftwing revolu-
tionary plot to provide a cover
for the UNP-led coup. The Times
story was an even more flimsy and
feeble than JR’s story, and the
Times did not repeat the story
after the first banner-headline
outburst.

JR and the UNP hzve suffered
a major setback with their coup
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and  other ~ Oppesition
'should have supported the UNP

story. It is surprising that the FP

groups

demand for a bselect Commitree
to investigate JR’s allegations about
a coup. Until the UNP is able to
formulate a concréteé programme
and 2 political manifesto, it would
be ridiculous for other Opposition
Partles to tail behind the UNP
on the basis of a de facto coalition,

TAMIL CONFERENCE. The Inter
national Conferenca on Tamil
Studies, which was held in Jaffna
from January 3 to lJanuary 9, has
had the most chequered record
for any event of that importance
and magnitu¢e. For a start, the
organisation, the IATR, had suffered
internal squabbling In which a
certain coterie, which had domi-
nated the organisation from its
inception, was eliminated pri-
marily on the ground that it
had tended to treat the IATR as
a private outfit from which many
Tamils we e deliberately kept out.
In this process. the venue of the
Conference was shifted from
Colombo to Jaffna, and this incur-
red tre disapproval of that section
of SLFP and UF Tamils who are

led by Minlster Kumarasuriar,
Thereupon, the authorities,

articularly Deputy
ﬂl*ni'-ter Lak-hman Jayakody,

to decree that visas would not be
given to foreign delegates to att-
tend the Conference uqless the
vesue was  changed from Jaffna
to Colombo.

In the meantime, pro-SLFP Tamils
led by Gopalapillai Mahadeva, mage
rep retentations  to the Prime

- Minister about the ban on foreign

delegates, and at the verylast mirute
persuaded her to over—rule t-e ban
on visas and allow fore’gn de'egates
to a*tend the conference. This
Prime Ministerial order was made
at the very last minute—too late
to prevent aoout half a dozen
delegates from the USA, Britain,
France  and other countrie. being
compelled to retarn on the next
flight bark. However, over 50
foreign delegates attended the Con-
ferenre and, by all accounts, the
Conference was 2a success if one
is to judge by the number and
quality of papers presented and
tabled at the Conference.

But the Secretariat of the IATR
let itself and the Conference down
by its inefficiency and Incompe-
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_tence, The organisation was marked

by a hangover of thé old malady
ol running the Conference -like
the private tamasha of a few leaci g
lights of the Secretariat and the
IATR. 'Life members of the |ATR,
who went to collect their admission
tickets, found tiat their tickets
hed been given to  personal
friends (who had rnever shown
“ny Interest in the 1ATR
before) of certain organisers.

This was not all. The IATR
Secretariat did nnt make adequate
provision, moreover, to cope with
the overflow crowd—the hall could
accommodate no more than 2000—
that gathered outsice the building.
These crowds varied day to day,
and It was estimated to be no less
than 20,000 on some days and
over 50,000 on the last day. The
public address system was inade-
quate and proper arrangements had
not been mace with the Police
to deal with this large crowd with
understanding and tact and the
result was that an ugly situation
had developed on the last day that
led to a stampece, the death of
number of persons by electrocution,
the use oF rear gas -and general
confusion.

The Police has been criticised
for not having displayed -tact and
it has been suggested that anti-
IATR elements had provided pro-
veeation ‘to  make Police. inter-

e fererce inevitable, On the other
hand, it has been pointed out that
the Orgarisers had et a rabid-
DMK leader from South India,
who had not been invited to; the
Conference, to-address the meeting
and that this had sparked off the
trouble. -

There is no doubt that great deal
of tension in Jaffna about the tragic
last day of the IATR Conference.
The Government ‘will Ebe well -
advised to appoint a Commission
of Inquiry, preferably headed by 2
person who has been on the Sup-
reme Court, to inquire into this
matter. : ¥ s
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Jan. 9 -12
A Diary of Events in Sri Lanka and the World
compiled frem English-language dailics published
in Colombo.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9: The United Front
will run its full term despite Satyagratas ana Satya-
kriyas said tl.e Prime Miiister, Mrs. Sirima Bandara.ixe,
when she addressed delegates of Lae Sri Lanka F.eedom
Party on the 75th birth analversary of the late Mr.
S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike at the B.M.|.C. Hall yesterday.
The prices of petrol, furnace oil and asphalt were ia-
creased from yesterday: the new prices per gallon are
as follows: Lanka Super petrol- Rs. 12.50; Lanka ordi-
nary petrol-Rs. 12.00; Lanka Furnace oil-100 sezs-Rs.
5.75; Lanka Furnace oil B0O sezs Rs.- 5.73; Lank? Furnce
oll 500 secs-Rs. 5.75; and Asphalt Rs. 5.60. According
fo znother communique, the Government has de.ided
on a five day working week with exteanced hours:
memters cf the public are requested to curtail travell-
ing particularly during week ends as public transport
will te reduced to a bare minlmum. Mr. Anura
Bardaranzike, President of the SLFP Youth Lesgue,
will” make a visit to Jaffna on January 12 in 2 bid to
forge Sirhalece Tamil urity. About 5,000 devotees met
in the sacred city of Anuradhapura yesterday and parti-
cipated in a two hour meditation: among the devotees
participated were Oppcsition leacers Mr. 1. R
Jayewarcere, Dr. W. Dhahanayake; Mr. Prins Guna-
sei(era. Mr. R. Premadasa, Mr. Gamini Dissanayake
and other UNP MFs. France has made ~ major
arm s-for-oil deal with Saudi Arabia by agreeing to by
millior tons to cruce oil over the next 20 years in
return for Mirage jet aircraft and heavy arms.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 10: The Government
yestercay fivec the price cf kercser e at Rs. 3.60 a gallon
and cierel at Rs. 4.28 a gallcn; the new prices announced
yesterday represert an Increase of Rs. .68
on kercser e ai d Rs. 2.07 a gellon on diesel. The Kandy
Serkadagala Tririkaya Uiited Bhikkhu Front meets
on January 12 to decide the date for the march from
. Kandy to Colorto agairst certain measures of &he
Goverrrert which it cloims undemocratic. A positive
case of cholera has been dete ted at Malighwatte Lane
Maradara. The Minister of Justice, Felix Dias Bandara-
naike will confer today evening with the newly appoin-
ted 10 Supreme Court Judges regerdirg the implemen-
taticn of the rew Justice Administration Law. The
Coverrmert will decide today as to from when the
five-day week will be operative. Despite émergency
laws; the Satyakriya “‘within the law" at Anuradhapura
was a complete success, said Mr. R. Premadasa, Chief
Organiser for the Opposition. The Srl Lanka
Drivers Association has asked the Government to supply
them at least 4 gallons of petrol at the old price. Nearly
a million British workers were registered as tempora-
rily jobless as the nation's industry settled into its
second three-day wcrk week owing to the energy
crisis. President Nixon is considering invitiug repre-
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sentstivas of | industrialised countries to Wishington
next moath to try to co-ordiate their policies in
dealing with Arab oil producers.

FRIDAY, JANUARY Ii: Opposition Leader. Mr.
). R. Jayewardene, yesterday alerted the country to
the 'plans of a Revolutionary Group’ within and outsice
Parliament to seize power: speaking in  the
Natioaal State Assembly, Mr. Jayewardene said that
some of the younger Members of Pa-liament were
in this group as well as some Armed Se-vi:es and Police
persoanel. Uaited Nationel Pary MFs led by Mr. J. R.
Jayewardene, yesterday came to the National State
Asse nbly In bullozk carts and hackeries to denonstrate
their protest agaiast the increace in the pri.e of petrol
aid ke-osene. The Parliameitary Group yesterday
discussed at leagth the basis on which money should
be allazatea for developme it programmes at district
level. The Governmeat is expe-ted to take a final
de.ision today on whether the five-day working for
the public se:tor [st> be oj:rative from tomorrow
or fron the fillawiig weck-enu. The sitrings of the
CIC (Ap il isurre:tion) were postponed to January [5.
The CIC (Ex:haize contral) yesterday issued summons
on four more suspe:ts returnable on Jajuary 31, At
the coaclusion of the International Tamil Conference
held yesterday at the Weeiasingham Hall Jaffna a
sud lea fight took pla:e and i1 the melee that followed,
it is reported that several pesple were killed and many
others injured. S¢i Lanka will know by Ap-il whether
the-e a"e conmercially exploitable oil deposits avallable
in the Mannar region. Kuwait has surrounded its oil-
fielos with ecplosives, ready for use iy case of any
intervestion of the kind mentio-ed re e tly by US
Defen-e Secretwry lames Schlesinger. It is generally
believed that Mrs. Goldar Meir will again head a labear-
led coalition.

SATURDAY; JANUARY I2- In a statemeat issued
yestérday-on the document tabled by Mr. J. R. Ja,e-
warde e, the Prime Minister Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike
assu-ed the country that she will not fail in her duty
to preserve the security of the state ag.inst any threats
fron whatever di-e.tions they may come: the Premier
while ag-eei.g with the Opposirion Leader that an
impartlal Inquiry must be held said that the truth of
the allegations must be ascertained before such an
inquiry gets underway: Mr. Jayewardere has requested
the Prenier to appoint a Parliamentary Seleet Commi-
ttee to go Into the matter. Nearly 2000 members of
«the Mafia Sangha meers today at the Bandaranaike
International Conference Hall to endorse and support
the Governments food drive. The Government has
de:ided te Implerrest the five-day working week from
ne«t Tuesday. The DIG Northern Range Mr. Ivor Van
Twert, flew to laffna yesterday morning by special Alr
Force plane for an on-the-spot investigation of the
incident on Thursday in which several persons were
reported killed. The post-mortem conducted by the
JMO Jaffna has revealed that all seven deaths ware
due to electrocution: the Magisterial inquiry has been
postponed for lanuary 16. Secretary of State, Henry
Kissinger, said that oil producing nations had in one
stroke negated Western aid flow to the undw/developed
nations by raising the prices of oil. The US Export
Import Bank is considering 2 100 million dollar financ-
ing deal to construct an oil pipeline in Egypt.
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INDONESIA

% Tanaka's Visit
% Student Unrest
# Anti-Foreign

L J
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S'f'ngapore, January 18,

The vlolent student riots in Indo-
nesia during Prime Minister Tanake’s
visit to Jakarta has focussed a
great deal of attention on the
political situation In  Indonesia.
Seven students were reported killed
by the police, about 30 wounded
and a hundred arrested ‘n two
days of demonstrations sta-ting from
January 15 as rioters damaged and
burnt over 200 Japanese-made
vehicles and ravaged a good part
of the capltal city. M= Tanzka
himself was confined to the Presi-
deéntial guest house, scrapped three
wutings and cancelled three separate
meetings with Japanese business-
men, students and Indonesian
officials.

Though the demonstrations were
overtly directd against the Tanzka
vislr, it was obvigus that It was
mainly directed against the Syharto
government for corruptlon in high
places and scaring prices. The
demonstrators against Mr. Tanaka
had also converged on houses of
presidential  advisers, attacked
Chinesa shops, massage parlours
and a market complex which in-
cluded a night club. When a gov-
érnment spokesman saild that the
demonstrators would be treated
as traltors, placards had gone up
demandiag that corrupt officials
should be shot as traitors.

During these two days, lakarta
witnessed the worst riots of the
seven years of Gen. Suharto’s re-
ime. During these seven years,
apanese and US Investors were
actively encouraged by Gen. Suharto.
These Investments were bullt up
as 2 base for the five year develop-
meént plan to begin this year,
but they also enabled many Indo-
nesians te grow rich overnight
and officials in high places had be-
come involved with foreign Inves-

tors, particularly lapanese any
Overseas  Chinese, for personal
galn.
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Corruption, which had gone down
after the fall of Dr. Sukarne, had
onca 2gain become rampant. One
knowledgeable observer summed
up the situation thus: “As Jakarta
modernised itself with new buildings
and night clubs, the plush llving by
fareigners and a few locals contras-
ted worse than before with the
poorer living of the common pec-
ple. as the cost of living continued
to rise influenced partly by world
prices.  Students encouraged by
other anti-Government elements,
demonstrated recently zgalnst cor-
ruption and the high cost of living
and against the Chinese for con-
tinuing to control the economy
of the country. Mr. Tanaka’s visit
provided them a good opportunity
not only to volce their anti-Japanese
feelings but zlso their resentment
against the Government...."

REGULAR STUDENT riots have
been breaking out in Jakarta and
other towns for some months now.
Student unrest Has concentrated
on one favourite target, “the eco-
nomic animals from the rich north”
and “their brokers in Indonesia”.
lapanese companies hove been
accused of exploiting Indonesia’s
rich resources, particularly timber
and fisherles, and setting up non.
essantialfactories producing stomach.
ache madicines, headache powders,
food flavouring, noodles, cosmetics
and other irams Indonesia could
do without. There is slso populsr
responte when axploitation accusa-
tlons sgainst the Japanese are
linked with local Chinese business-
men.ll

The prestigious Hindu had com-
mented editorially that: *. , It would
however, be wrong toc dlsmiss
as baseless the students’ criticlsm
of Japanese Involvement in the Indo-
nesian economy. The Japaness
have tepnjed to collaborate with
the Chinese minority who are meove
business minded than the non-
Chinese majority. They have uiso
maintained 2 high swyle of excly«
siva living which has attracted
critlcism., "

The main burden of criticlsm
is that the ruling circles In Indonesis
were collaborating In corruptlon
with forelgners and the powerful
Overseas Chinese businessmen In
Indonesia— known as cukongs. These
student protests in Indonesla wers
part of :Ee same chorus now being
heard all over Southeast Asla—a

Indanesia

chorus that is expected to become
louder and more united in the
next few months, The Far Eastern
Economic  Review, 17/12/73, had
reported that “,.at an assembly
of students from Thz'land, Australia,
Honkong, Cambodia, Lass and
Singapore, in Bangkok on October
14 which was loosely calied the
Asian Economle Conference, it was
resolved to launch reglon-wide pro-
test against economic Iimperialism,
the military preserce of the US
In the ares, and the use of ald to
prop up military regimes.  That
seemed to be merely repeating the
established alms of Indonesian
students.”

THOUGH INVESTMENTS by fore- -
igners and Overseas Chinese In
Indonesia have increased the value
and quantit{ of exports, there is -
a great deal of resentment against
all foreign investors and even mors
against the local Chinese business-
men. The amount of money inves:
ted by domestic entrepreneurs,
mainly Overseas Chiness, at the
end of September 1973 totalled
R:s, 1,006, 338 (compared to Rps.
666,612 million to the end of Decem-
ber 1972) . Foreign capital Invest-
ment committed until the end of
SE?tembﬂi‘ 1973 reached US § 2,635
milllon (compared with § 2,265
December 1972).

“However, these economic achle-
vements have meant littla for the
masses, espacially in the urban
areas who are, baing squeezed
by the steadily rising consumer
prices..In Indonesia, as elsewhere
the rlch become richer and the
oo become roorer under what
¢ euphemistically called the decade
of progress and development. As
the voices of 1 free market economy
grow Into their stride, more fruits
of proﬁress were harvested by &
relatively small group of people
than by the masses. This has [ed
to social tension in Indoneisa....”

Under its Impact Indonesian
cltles hava been swept In recent
months by a wave of student riots
end middle class demonstrations.
They have taken place in Jakarta,
Bandung and other towns. Although
the Japanése were the main tar-
gets in the latest round of student
riots, all earlier riots were direc.
téd against the Overseas Chinese
cukongs_and thelr Indonesian pat-
rons. Though the Suharto regime
had sought to make these riot

at the end
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as part of a deeply hig plot for
“communist subversion”, it ls
really a protest against the con-
tinued exploitarion of the masses
by foreign and local rich investors
and the loo:l Chinese ipvestor,
being on hund, the demonstia
tions wers directad mainly at them

It Is now revealed thut she tly
. after the avents of 1965, Indone-
sian Generals had taken under thelr
wing the Interests and capital of
several rich Overseas Chlnese busi-
nessmeén—and the names of these
cukongs - and of the Indonasslan
top Army brzss now flgure promi-
nently In many Indoneslan papers.
Thirty such Chinese families, owning
companies and buslpess interests
which are spread all over South-
#ast Asla, have figured in thuse
attacks recently. Partlcular men-
tlon has been made about the
tonhnectlons  between  President
Suharto's relatives and his  ep-
tourage and Lim Siuliong a rich
banker. This Chinesa financler's
group controls the Windu Kencana
Bank, Warlngin Kencapa, apd
Rimba Kencana Companies, the
Bogasari Flour Mills, the Tarums-
teks Textiles Mill, the Mandala
Alr Lines, besides interests In the

timber Industry, cement factory
construction, hotels, nightclubs,
restaurants, ete. g

& complaint frequently voi.ad
in Indonesian papsrs s that Lim
Siu-llong Is able (o obtain stare
cradit for blilions of rupishs with-
out difficulty and wlthout delays—
something unheard of In indonssia
For Instance, it was sald that fust
five days after ths licence was
granted for the Bogasari Mills, it
was glven state loans for 2.8 blilion
ruplahs—Its own pald up capital
being only 0.5 bllllen Juplahs,
This flour mill has been established
at Sourabaya and |5 said to be a blg-
est one In Southeast Asia: 40% of
ts shares were zllotted to the
Harapan Kita Company headed by
Suhtikatmono, President Suhario’s
brother-In-law, 353, of the shares
were distributad among the Direc-
tors of the Board ofsthe Bogaseri
Company which included several
high-ranking Army officers, =nd only
the other 259 was distributed
among other sharehclders,

Reports reaching here show that
the officiaf organ of rhe Army,
the Angkatan Bersenjata, had seught
to “‘explain’ this collaboration bst-
ween the Generals and the Chinese

i0

businessmen in the Bogasari Com-
pany on the ground that the main
thing was not to sea ‘'who doml-
nates  whom’ but how proper
arrengements could be mads bet-
waen ‘non-indigenous’ and ‘indi-
genous' Indonesian businessmen’ for
the object of developing the nation’s
BOONRGMY,

Student papers, sene of them
ilegally produced, link General All
Murtopo with Lim Blang-kee, while
his brother Lim Bian-koon Is said
to be tled up with General Humar-
dani. Genreal All Sadlkin is said
to operate with one Fook Sen
and the Chinese milllopalre Wilyam
Suryajaya is sald to be connected
with several members of the indo-
resian Cabinet.

Students heve demanded that
Overseas Chinese interests in the
country should be “Indonesianlsed”
because according to some estl-
mates these Chinese are said to
control at least 309 of all working
capital, 70% of all financial trap-
sactlons, upto %0 % of all internal
trade, and also about 70 of the major
industrial  enterprises  in  the
country. They have also pointed
out that in Bandung out of 7,886
licenses Issued in 1969 for trade
809, had gone to forelgn and doml-
ciled Chipese—while the Chinese
were oply 8% of the clty’s popu-
lation. This ig saild to b® one of
the maln reéasons why many of the
recent students riots had taken place
i Bandung which has now grown
up tobe a major textlles centre
in the country. According to the
Director General of the Textlle
Industry about 80% of all spinning,
weaving, knittinﬁ and finishing
factories and mills are owned by
‘‘nen-Indonesians”, that is, Overseas
Chinese, who operate in this case
as partners of Japanese, Hongkong
Talwan and Bther foreign firms. The
Director Geperale had also pointed
out that It would be possible to
bresk the monopoly of Chinese
wholesalers 1, the textile trade,
at least In ten years, if the Govern-
ment immediately established large
state corporations.

All this has led to the popular
cry that under the present regime
Indonesia had become a “paradise
for foreigners and  overseas
chinese"” who were able to co-
operate with top-rung Generals.
And the recent riots have shown
that on the slightest pretext major

demonstrations of the most ded~
tructive nature have been sparked
off. Up to now Suharto was under
prassure to solve the problem of
the local Overseas Chinese, but
after the recent Tanaka visit the
problem has proliferated to cover
the entire range of foreign in-
vestors.  The attemprs of the
Suharto regime to explain the logic
underlying foreign investment has
been feeble because of the all-
pervading corruption which has
enveloped the Administration,

W
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Poor Relation

Britain 18 soon doomed to
be a poor relation In the family
of European natlons, according
to Sir Geoffrey Howe, Minister
for Trade and Consumer Affairs.
She Is already ameng Europe’s
poorast nations.

In 1950 she was the richest
<ountry in Europe looking dewn
with disdain on poor living con-
ditions In other European coun-
tries. Today Germany, France,
Belgium, the Netherﬁnds and
the Scandinavian countries are
ahead of Britain in terms of
wealth per head. Sir Geoffrey
feared that by the 1990s Bri-
tain would have less wealth
per head than the Spanish and
the Portuguese,

It Is a gloomy future to con-
template but the prophec, need
not necessarily be correct. The
British have still an exceptional
capacity for resilicnce and recu-
peration. Mr. Heath was
described last week by a high-
ranking Opposition critic. Ed-
ward Short, who is Labour's
Deﬁuty Leader, as *a rigid,

igheaded man."”  Mr. Shert,
oudly inquired why somebody
couldn’t knock sense into him.
He was appealing to the Prime
Minister’s Tory colleagues. “'Their
duty to the people of Britain,”
said Mr. Short, "is mich greater
than their collective cablnet's
reaponsibilty.”
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WITH APOLOGIES
TO ‘INNA’

Of This, That And

Heaven Too

by CANAX

THE VATICAN probably never
intended to upset anybody by its
disclosure, yet it has somehow
managed to leave me disillusioned.
But to be charitable, and In a sense
christian, how was the Varican
to know that people have feelings?
Ah well, | said to myself and 2a
couple of friends who jointly sought
consolation In 2 nearby pub on
reading the news, that's lile—both
here and, it would seem, in the
hereafter.

You suffer with a spile the
slings and arrows of outrageous
fourtune in the full and fervent
hope that it is all part of the ridi-
culously easy terms offered under
the Great Plan, only to find Itallans
having the edge over everybody
else even in Heaven. It’s hardly
talr.  Heaven clearly practices a
pecular brand of Socialism, We'rr
all equal, it seems, but some peo-
ple up there are more equal than
others, which is very different
is it? Now where on earth have
have | come acrass that phepo-
menon before? ;

The Great Plan, as | was telling
my friends, is really out of this
world as far as advantages go, or
so | thought all tnis while. The
attractiveness of the Plan’s revolu-
tionary concept lay In that you
could So.w Here and Reap There.
Not many realise this, but it is
a concept that has been effectively
adapted to meet the varying needs
of people and nations for s very
jong time now.

The most recent adaptation that
readily comes to mind Is our own
Food Drive, and one can only
marvel st the clever twist we have
given to the basic. concept. Thanks
to our agricultural inventiveness
me sow here and reap here—that,
too, within 3 to 4 months at most,
which is pretty good going.

We have even tried to reap without
sowing, | understand, but have
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failed to achieve any significant
success so far. Pessimists among
us have described It was a waste
of good men and better money,
but 1 for one fuily support the crash
Emgramme of research launched
y the Planning Ministry to ensure
sticcess. As one member of the
Ministry’s Statistical Division put
it, “Nobody makes a monkey out
of us. |[f you can reap what you
sow, we knuw of no Imaginable
reason why you can't reap what
you don't. The secret’s in the
reaping.”

| ‘have only his word for it, but
he assured me he had had bumper
harvests season after season. He
strongly favoured the liberal use
of fertilisers and personally recom-
mended a mixture of Concentrate
of Imagination (609, C.P.C.) and
Powdered Arichmetic, to be applied
as often as required at the rate
of 40 lines {maximum, treble-
spaced) to the foolscap. Closer
spacing, he felt, would only pro-
duce an abundance of verbiage but
poor yields.

THE SAD PART of his story was
at the end. His bumper crop
had time and tiime again been
ruined and rendered totally unfit
for human consumption by a variety
of wild beasts roaming freely In
the Fourth Estate. Had he found
the answer to his problems? Not
quite, but he had begun experi=
ments with an artificial lake filled
with real water hoping the animal
would come, not to drink, but to
drown. That certainly sounds a
novel approach to pest control
and the one thing that stands bet-
ween him and success in the like-
lihood that most animals are born
swimmers and instinctively know
to keep thelr heads above water.

Ne, don't tell me, | know | was
with friends at the stact of this
safari nearly 500 words away. So
if you'll excuse me, I'd like to hop
to my bottle pals and to the subje:t
tnat brought us togcther in the
first place.

As | was saying, what the Vatican

disclosure means, in effect, is that

not everybody who pays now
enjoys later on, if indeed they do,
that some apparently enjoy more
than others.

The news that [talians dominate
Heaven and also enjoy the plums
in. terms of saintly recognition is

from The Easy Chai

to shock other {fa-
lians, but it has certainly made 2
lot of us sit up and think’® (The
bast position to think in, or sleep
in, or do the hundred and one
things one dees in a lifetime ls,
in the S Lanka view. the horizon-
tal, but the Vatican, alas, has chan-
ged all that)

Ve as a pation have got accus-
tomed to having easy terms for
just about everything, thanks to
the generosity of surcessive: Gov-
ernments since Independence. Rice
for instance, was, and a bit of it
still is, free, which is about as easy
as easy terms can ever get.

hardly likely

When one¢ comes right down
to it, the Great Plan has without
doubt been the greatest source
of inspiration for every attempts
by us mortals the world over to
make life easy for ourselves— may
be because only Heaven knows
just how difficult that is.

TAKE TRAVEL, for example. Air-
lines have often borrowed from
the same source and so have the
undertakers with, of course, appro-
priate adaptation in each case.
While the former may plug 'Go
Mow and Pay Later’, the latter
tend to put it in reverse, so it
reads ‘Pay Now and Go Later)

In the case of undertakers, |
hear} where you go is your business.
You can go to hell for all they care,
and they'll still give you the same
carefully planned farewell. There's.
no extra charge for going to the
other place, either.

Undertakers appear to have a
reason of sorts for their adapta-
tion or, as in the words of one In
the profession, for putting the
cartage before the hearse. Don't
ask ms how they figured this out,
but they seem quite convinced
that when one chooses to Go
with them, one has also chosen
to go for good. And always. They
may have a point there.

If | may digrees—some more
| mean=—rumour has It thar under
takers are the one breed of busl-
nessmen that'li stay alive, and
in business, to the bitter end. A
hardy strain if ever there was one.
Considering the bleak outiook for
business in general these days, |
should perhaps caution readerg
spreading the rumour even to thelp
near and dear, like the girls ag
the office. For In Srilanka if ong
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man_gets on te a. gaod thing, ba-
fore you cap say Barney everybody
widnts to get'on to it too. Heavens,
we'll have a nation of undertakers
i | don’t watch my tongue., -

To get back ,‘n-Haav.én. though i_

- have never begn there before, one of

my. friends, \Hema, wha's a great
believer 'in fairplay, demandec

to know, “What does one negq
to be to get to the top In Heaven?s

-Mava, the other friend in the
group, replied, “That's' obvious.
You need .to be an Italian.’. .
“‘Can't be,” said Hema. “| thought
that qualification was only to b~-
come Pope here.” i

“When in Heaven,” retorted
MNava, “'do as the Romans do.”

By now 'MNewton, tha fourth
guy in the quarter, decided to make
his own contribution to the dis-
cussion. “I'd hate,” he sald, “to
go to Heaven.”

“Why?"" we all cried in unison.

“Just imagine”, he mused, “hav-
ing spaghetti three times a day
every'dayf'" : | Cip

Hmm..mm..mm, thet settles. it,

. then, WdhHen it's my turn, | tniak

I'll cerry just enough dry rations

to last me an eternity.. = Heaven,

after all, can be nc Heaven with-
out rice and curry.

:fm.roduce THIBU NE

to a friend - - -
Send us the name and
address of a friend who
will be interested in
veceiving.

A Sample Copy of
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S L Wastage Of The Earth

_ | By INNA
IN'MINAMATA BAY in Japan, man's greed has got the better of him. Of

course, through sheer necessity, it ma
and all the while, the Minamata Bay chemical factory was pum

y be, chemicals had to be obtained,

ing in'mercury

waste into the sea. The fish ate the mercury contaminated fish, and people

ate ‘the fish, and food cycle was ruined.

Take the case of the 18 year old Jitsuko, daughter of Mr, Tanaka:: Not
only did the cats and dogs stagger and hit objects as'if blinded, but also the
people and’ litsuko behaved strangely. Distortion of the- fingers, swelllng
of the tongle, inability to chew, fo retain excrement, limited range of vision,

shrieking—all these symptoms were seen and heard in many children.
epldemic.

thought it was some strange

They even put people in quaran-
tine! Ten years went by. |t was
1966 and 148 victims later (after
48 deaths) that some action was
taken. Water pollution had taken
its toll. Mercury effluents are ruin-
ing territorial. waters of many
countries, Man is dignifide. He
is- the noblest creature and yet
man's inhumanity to man produces
such . colossal tragedies against his
fellowman and‘ brother. = Many
also suffer from cadmium contami-
nation of rice. No wonder the
2300 scientists gathered at Men-
ton in May 1973 condemned this
tragic turn of events. :

MAN: in his hunger puts out his
hand to other men, but instead of
fish is given “'scorpions”, the better
being often. the enemy of the good.
Menton deplored the environmen-
tal deterioration “‘at an unprece-
dented rate, the mercury, the lead,
cadmlum, oil spills, organic wastes
released in amounts too great to
be taken care of by ‘the normal
recyling processes of naturn.....the
heavy clouds of smog, airborne
pollution, reckless ventures into
new technological processes, e.g.
supersonic tran.port and the pal-
nhed ploriferation of nuclear power
lants" (see Indian. Left Review,
Feb. 1973, article of E. Burhop)

Rene Dumont, the agronomist
of the Sorbonne suggested smaller
projects side by side with the lar-
ger Mahaveli project in Sri Lanka.
Have 2ll the consequences of the
demming of the Mahaveli been

studied? How eagerly people spoke.

of the shifting of the Abu  Simbel

They

statues in Egypt and of the care-
ful Aswan Dam operations.

But what happered! “We ‘are
now told that Egypt will need more
fertilizer and will need to ‘take
special measures to desalinate the
soil. - The grester. number of irri-
gation channels increases the incle
dence of schistcosomiasis while, eli-
mination of the annual Nile flood
has drastically reduced- the sardine
catch in the Mediterranean near
the mouth of the Nile” (Burkap,
ibid, p. 73-7%). Why aren't our
own s.ientists and engineers study=
ing ecclogical problems in relation
to our country?

‘Why are” we- letting: them .go
so easily abroad and thus impove-
rish our country. Even religious
and dedicated women seem to be
in the game: large numbers of kin-
dergaten (of the Montessori type)
seem to be trained and used to
feed American and other schools.
The rape of our colonies h s now
given way to the rape of cur brains,
and some of our own so-called
religious people ar: in it sense-
lessly.

They say they have the faith, but
when will they understand? Do they
know what they are deing? How
infantife. and. puerile to merely
pat oneself on the. back and say
“we. are not murderers, we are
charitable, etc, when there Is such
heavy collaboration with foreign
powers in a subtle mapner, keep-
ing, the status quo, reeking as it is
with inequality and inju..ice. None
so blind as those who do not wish
to see: none so deaf as those who
do not wish to hear.- -~ . |
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© SHAMBA

‘A FAMILY
MOVES IN

by ANATORY BUKOBA

October 22,

The grass and the weeds, cut
short with the Viei Katta months
or weeks ago, are now growing
fast. Just by walking about you
see what Is getting out of hand,
needs doing agaln to prevent this
place from becoming a wilderness
once more. Coming back to the
Shamba, | sometime enter by the
lace | had once cleared as a
uffalo road, and when | did this
today, | saw a bed of luxuriant
reen, of thorn and weed, which
-1 thought | would weed by hand.

So, leaving the things | had
brought In ta the house, | turned
round to do some weeding right
away and | saw a patch green
which alse needed dolng, standing
near the pathway Wwhich Is more
usually used. he result of my
weeding by hand, pulling up what
I did not want, and pulling them
gut by the roots, has befn to
heighten the green effect,

With nobody, here to help me
| have not been abie to do any plant-

Ing. Two familles, which might
have moved In here, have failed
to show up.
October 23,

A group of six lads were out
breakirg or picking up wood apple
this morning at the far end of the
acre. In front of this, there was
an untldy piece of ground with
much thorn, all short stuff, but
tall epough to obstruct the view
from the house to these wood
apples trees, or the edge of the
wood that forms them. This |
cleared In the evening, and how
nice to looks now. | did It with
a knife although, | suppose it should
really have been done with a
mammoty. | think the knife does
a fine job, the mammoty is more
clumsy, and it would have removed
much of tue grass that | left. It
is also possible to clean the grass
with a knife, by removing_ much
of the dead stuff, and also by
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uFrooﬂng the less desirable forms
of grass. Of course It does not
do much good to the knife, to its
cutting qualities, having to dig
it into the earth as | do; to get
right doewn to the roots.

This morning | had cut with the
vicl katta and | cleared up the
whole of the front between the
house and the road, and even the
grass verge on the road.

October 24,

The rain of the last ten days
has. made my murunga trees put
on leaves. ne tree | found was
dead, and | have six left. The six
remaning  plantain  trees  have
freshened up, and my two papaw
trees are growing again., The
passion fruit plant is larger, the
spinach are putting on leaves quite
qulekly. | think there Is not much
point In planting anything that
will be sure to be despoiled by
vandals, whether monkeys or man.
| have three measures of paddy
to sow, and | cannot get It down
yet; because the ground Is pot
et quite prepared, and which
{thlnk is more to the point, as | am
now alone, | feel someons or some-
thing else will get the growing
€rop-

Losing money is a sore problem.
| had Rs. 5/- loose in my pocket,
3 note put by to pay my bus fare
as it Is not easy digging into a wallet
or ons envelope in a crowded bus.
I either had my pocket picked
In our local kadday or | dropped
it, the note, | mean. To have one's
pocket picked Is gross negligence.

October 27,

Today 1 arrived after a short
absence, about two or three days,
to find my spinach had heen pinched,
plants, root and all. | feel certaln
that the thlef was a human une,
becausa my door had also been
broker open. | arrived with two
comapnions, and what with looking
afte~ them, | had not much time
to inspect the estate. It must
not be thought from these notes
on this Shamba, that Ceylon Is an
island of thieves. | am, It would
seem, In the middle of a very bad
area, a small one, because not
far away, not far from the perl-
phery of these bad “eggs”, people
do leave their homes and their
workplaces unattended, and even
go away for days. | saw o-e such

The: Bne Asre o

plice today, and that is why |
write about it. | was very glad
when | got back, to find my house
still standing and intact, apart from
the open door, and much else
right besides, and .he first ques-
tion | asked someone | kiow.
when | got off the bus, was Is the
hiuse stifl there?

So this is like a third start. |
refused to buy rice at Rs. 3.25
a measure. The last couple | saw
on the subject, a man and his wife,
refused to sell me any at my price,
Rs. 2.50 a measure, but they said,
as you will have nothing to eat
tonight, we had better give you
some, and so they did, gave me
for nothing what, on principle,.
they should not sell at tﬁe lesser
price. Such is our Ceylon peasant !

October 28,

One of my partners was for
dolng heavy work, but | thought
a day of rest should be observed. -
Life can be chaotic; you can work
on Sunday, and then have to la
off on a weekday, so that you will
have missed a day anyway.

Someone dropped 3 bombshell.
He wants to go, and, of course,
the other will want to go, too,
for that is the custom of thase
whe come In pairs. Once three
people came here together. One
stayed and the other two left.
| was again In a quandary today as to
what to do. | hope a family moves
in tomorrow. They will be coming
a week earlier than we had arran-
ged. | am beginning to learn what
| had already beep told, that new
projects, especially agricultural ones
involving settlement, must be built
on families; the married man has
more stability, and this must be
the rule, however many the excep-
tions.

Wet did | get today, wet twice
no matter that | have had a2 cold
the last two days. At this rate
| should be having pneumonia,
but | hope | do not.

The murunga Is well In leaf
One papaw tres iz down leaving
me just one.

October 29,

The married man came this
evening. He does not think my
idea of piecemeal cultivation wiil
get him far; that i, cultivating as
you have the money to buy the

I3



The One Acre Farth

various seed, instead of wading
into it wholesale, borrowing the
money somehow, so that, for Ins-
tance, you sow thres bushels of
paddy instead of three measures;
actually, | think, an acre will take
only two bushels of seed paddy
anyway. He turned up his nose
&t the measure of mungatia or
green gram that | bought yesterday
?or sowing; it cost me Rs. 7/f-
He thinks a messure is just 2
fleabite, *

. He Is against keeping any trees
at all. He thinks the wood-apple
trees ought to go.. |, who have
seen our wood-apple laden with
fruit, am naturally’ taken aback at
such a thought, It is a popular
fruit. As for the siyambala, he
thinks those ought to go, too.
Siyambala is a frult that is used
for seasoning dishes; it Is more
like a spice, llke cloves, which
also grow on trees bushes, and
it ferches a tidy sum of money.
The upshot of this 2ll is that he
is not likely to come, even at
Rs. 5/- a day.

October 30,

The family Is in my house. They
turned up at about 3 p.m. My
© first indlcation was the sound of
children’s volces coming from the
house, volces that sounded as if
it belonged to them. And so it
was. The man Is to have free
hand. He knows my wishes, and
he 13 to be [eft free to disregard
them. In that case he will be all
on his own.

The present arrangement leaves
me free of any financial obligations
for the first time since | eame here,
or since | first had anzbody with

me. So now | shall be able to use
my money as | llke. The family
has taken over my household

assets. - | have kept the big knife,
the long-handled one. | gave the
man three measures of my seed
paddy, all | had, and a measure
mungatla treated for sowing. He
has been given my big bucket,
i short-handled knife which can
be used to cut trees, and my
brand new mammoty, a really good
one.

He will have to tend for his
family, and he will probably go
out to work, but at present it
will mean catching a bus, always
a puisance. He will find soon
that it Is not going to be easy to
et all the sowing materials
e wants. | have told him how to
do it plecemeal. The most impor-
tant element is his wife. The
wife I3 the making of every man,
and a wife always means stablilicy.

October 31,

It looked to me as If the childrén
would be folng without lunch.
They are well fed children, chubby,
and they did not complain of hun-
ger. Their mother had made them
cander, which Is a sort of thick
soup. | thought of buying them a
tin of condensed milk; was se
thick it would not flow out of the
tin, the colour of the milk was
sort of chocoloate brown. So the
milk | returned, and [-found that
two pounds of battala, sweet potato
and eleven pluces of jaggery came
to exactly the cost of the conden-
sed milk. So the children would
have had their lunch anyway, the
sweet potato serving as a substi-
tute for the rice which was not In
the house. It Is very aifficult to
buy rice now under Rs. 3.25 a mea-
sure. Not solong ago, | would not
have dreamed of paylng more
than Rs. 1.80 for a measure of rice.

Half a pound of spinach and half
a pound of drum-stick came fto
fwenty cents dach vegetable.

My house is very low, snd the
néw occupler is anxious to ralse
the roof 1 shall help him to do
sa when | st back. Grass is grow-
ing daily with all the rain, and
wanderoe monkeys have almost
taken possession of some the land.

The jaggery | bought will serve
as a substitute for sugar, a small
lece of it Is five cents. You put
t In your mouth, and keep it there
while' you sip your tea.

November 7,

It has not rained today, but the
rain of the last five days has almost
turned the Shambo into a Jungle.
There is weed and grass growing
where there was just bare earth
before, and the grass that there
was before is quite tall now; It is
all a job for the vicl katha which
Is out of commission, It neads a
new shaft or handle. i

The mammoty has been stolen.
The lady of the house had to leave
the house for a reason connected
with her children, and when she
got back, it was gone. | was nc.
he-e, and her husband was away,
hé goss out to work every day.
This %appened five days ago soon
after | lefe, and so, up to the time
I had got back this morning, there
had bsen no work done at all on
the Shamba, neither new clearing,
nor old clearing dene agaip, o
preparations for cultivation was
done, either the sowling of the
paddy and the mungatta. So we
are without a mammoty. and we
have lost a very good one.

Our one and only flower bed
Is like a Jungle, too. | hear that
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* heie wre any number of mosqlitoes
arpund, and: k-am not sufprised
with alkthe dpag grass that is grow
ing right-up to walls of the house
The Shambd redlly looks a wreck,
there s nothing beautiful about
it- now, the way the vegetables
has raced away with just five days
of rain. Of course, the ground was
softened up with more rain before
that. =

November 8, .

It was not till 4.30 in the evening
that |- had the Vici Katha ready.
Fixing a Vici Katha handle is not
much different frem putting on a
mammoty handle, in fact, 2 good
deal easier, for it is nalled on; but
Ithought | would rather have a
jroferssional job done on it, the
‘bas was’ away, hence the delay
I'gave him onerupee and he thought
he had been ‘grossly overpald.

With no mammoty and no- Vic
Kotha, there was just -our hands
left; and | set to weeding the flower
bed . | thought what a.good thing
it was we had been left without
any implemeénts; or -that particular

job -would never have- been done.
|- used' my knife for digging up a-

few of some thorny stuff, and with
s long ‘handle, it sefved as'a kind
of prop while I'was bending dowh.
The woman of the house sigrted
to weed, too, and she cleared
up the whole of the front of the
house, right "back to  its cadjan
walls, of weeds, and most of the
sides, too. Hers was a really good
jeb, and l:told her so. 1 also weeded
our new pheriphery and | loosen
the seil around them. with m'i

knife. o : -

Then | went out to see about
the Viel Ketha . When | returned
| used it*to clear the land on one
side of the path that leads to the
bathing™ place at the far end of
the property, or, rather, beyond
it. Then | cut short the grass on
the other side, where there |-was
less prass. That day | started on
the grass between the house and
the road, and then | cleared all
the grass verge which faces the
house. | had covered quite a large
area in-the shorr time I had werked.
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ANOTHER ERA

Global: Developierit

A NEW STRATEGY FOR =

GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT

by Baron Lean de Rosen

n the-past, it has beep an article of faith in the West—zealously propagated
n the poor- countries—that the prime objective of economic activity and

social organisation is the increase of national income.

Governments have

been judged by the rate growth of income they. have achieved. . International
institutions have bestowed' their favours in accordance with this criterion..

We judge ourselves and others, by the siz2 of our pay cheque, :

Natlonal income is 2 means to the end of human fulfilment. Ir is not

the only means to that end. |ndeed, it i$ diabolic when it becomes the sole .
rinciple of human:activity . Income alone cannot ensure human fulfilment
t Is certainly a necessary condition, but we have allowed it to become the

main condition,

Because planners and politiclans,
technocrats and ordinary people
find one yardstick easier to manage
than @ whole array of measures, it
would be better to create a new
measure that assessed the: real
aim of activity — human happiness.

_A “National Welfare Index” may

be beyend the limits cf feasibilty
but some measures other than
income ser head are avallable (or
could be made so). Some ap least
deserve as much attention as G.N.P.
They include statistics about the
number and living standard of the
very poor: How many.have incomes
of less than half the national average
How are they housed! What z2re
their jobs! What chance have they
or their children of eating adejua-
tely? What is the life expectancy
of a child in this group!

But. some concepts are not
amenable to any kind of measure,
Creativity, community, communi-

cation—these pursuits embody some
of the finest aspirations cf the human
spirit.  Some societies encourage
them more than others. . We valus
I5th century Venice, |7th centry
“Amsterd®m, 4th centrry China and
10th century Ind's; not for their
wealth—by wur - stapdards
‘were impoverished—but for fthe
amazing blossoming of talents, So
it_should be now. The musicof the
black community in the United
States, the negritude movement
in West Africa the development
of an original literature in- Latin
America—these . have been born,

< pot of affluence, but of a quest for
-~ > dignity and self-respect which. fas

ennobled oeur century.

they

IN THE CURRENT reaction against:
growthmarship, there has been
increasing emphasis on the dis-
tribution of inzome and, to a lesser
extent, welfare. Mr. Robert
McNamara has pointed out. that:
while the incomes of those who
live in the rich countries are-lilely
ta reach $600 per head by 1980,
the 75 per cent of the world’s popu-
lation who live in the poor coun=
tries will see their incomes. rise
to only $'80. However Inade-
quate income is as a definition of.
an®end or goal, it is one means
of freeing man from some of the
constraints on his humanity. It Is this
that makes scandalous the growth
of disparities in income. :

If we lack the means In the im-
mediate future to close the gap; -
there it one step we can take
without delay. We can guarantee’
to every child in the world ade= -
quate food—adequate water—ade-
quate shelter, immunisation against:"
communicable diseases and secu-
rity against absolute want for the
rest of his or her life. By contrast

“with the resources spent on the

space race and the arms race, the
cost of this guarantee Is minimal,

The cost to the affluent may
well be great, Llet it'be. The re-
ordering of their own priorities,
the change in their own life styles
which this would involve might
be the liberation of the rich.

it is certain that the life style
of the rich will have to change,
if only because the growth of.popu-
tion and congestion on one hand
and the rising price of some raw
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- Global Development

-materials. on the other will make
It Inevitable. Again we.are presen-
ted with an alternstive—one less
dramatic Than extremists present,
but nonetheless demanding a éons-
ious decision. Either we, the rich,
<an approach this change construc-
‘tively and lopefully; or we can
resist it in a desperate attempt
to protect the consumption pattern
‘In which we have too readily in-
vested our identity.

WE NEED a new society which
puts as much emphaiss on social
inter—responsibility as apn earlier
age put on spiritual purification.
We have lost the joy of simplicity
ina vain search for satisfaction. Al-
ways frustrated in that search, we
go.out of our way to have the
atest padget, the most recent
model, the ultimate in luxury or
technical sophistication or novelty.
The ease of yersterday Is today’s
deprivation: today's  luxury is
tomorrow’'s necessity.

We do not know how to survive,
either as individuals or as societies,
without mass consumption. The
economic impact of mass moder-
ation would be little short of cata-

The dependence of the mass
consumption economy on -arousing
envy, greed, insecurity -and pesses-
siveness is almost as-morally corrosive
as the extreme forms - of
poverty.

Further, the mess consumption
economy has so far been unsuccess-
ful in equating private cost with
social cost. In non-economic teris,
for example, noise, pollution, ugly
exploitation of the countryside and
congestion, the political system
tends to ensure that the least
powerful and least organised groups
of the community pay a High pro-

portion of these cestss -In-such
gases, the poor pay for the indul-
gence -of the rich.

In the new society, these prob-
| ems would not be solved auto
matically. It is precisely
because mass consumption plays
upon man's meral weaknesses that
exploitation will always be possi-
ble. It is precisely because entre-
preneurs seek to minimise the
manufacturing cost that they are
disposed to pass on as many costs
as they can to the public.

WHAT THEN can be done? Two
principles must be maintained—
the overthrow of consumerism
in the rich countries must not
be allowed to inhibit the pursuit
of economic growth ‘‘as-a-means!’
in® the poor couptries; and the
poor  of any. country
must not be exploited for the
enrichment of the owners of pro-
ductive resources. These princi-
ples suggest a number of practical
steps. . i

The first is the more "vigorous
pursuit of a rational interpaticnal
division of labour.

The ‘second is the transfer to
the poor .countries of financial
resources sufficient to enable them
to. take advantage 'of the inter-
national division of labour.
the

Third is management

of non-renewable resolrces (even

those presently in abundant supply
like bauxite) on a world scale.

Fourth, no less obvious, is the fact

that some resources have already a:
scarcity value which gives the

owners of those resources juicy
profits,

Fifth, renewable resources pro-
duced by the poor countres have

-been the victims of :the .mass gofl-
.Siimer. society. 3 _ :
Aluctuated, - prices have see-sawed

. As.demand a3

when they have not fallen. .Rubber
is .cheaper today than it, was 20
years ago. Meanwhile, .the .prices
of the manufactured exports of
the rich countries have risen” each

year as a result of inflatign.-

It is self-evident that. most .of
these proposals imply a large. in-
crease in the velume of. trapsfers
from the rich to the poor. . “Aid”
has come to suffer a number of
disadvantages. It smacks of patern-
alism. It has sometimes been
used as a m2ans of political control.

Rather than.a transfer from the
rich nations to the poor, let it ba
a universal pooling of a proportion
of the real annual increase of in-
come., Let the. poor countries
give a smaller proportion, but let
them share in the act of giving
And let aid flow from the rich to
the - poor, irrespective of  nation,
colourand creed.. There are pockets
of poveity in the US as degrading
as: the mass -poverty of Calcutta,
Let. such -people: have aid. from
a fund of: human- selidarity.

Yvithout vision, the world carries
with itself the seeds of its -own
destruction. The vision, still sn
incomplete and imperfect, as pre-
sented here depends” on a unda-
mental reordering of - priorities

: among the rich and powerful of
the whole world. -

THE RICH AND POWERFUL have
still a chance to re-order their
own priorities to- substitufe, the

- New 'Soclety for the.mass: consunmp-

tich ecornomy; to Feplate ‘the spur-
suit” of individual® possession - by
the ccmmon good of rhe’community.
The cholce they make will deter-
mine the paramzters of the coming

Hohourek

Nbbu. ]t-l —
et ”

1£° aagle
- Hoboelzk
musl he

Lok sahees
=

. / = 'I

1%

Bt 16 vine ercan

mih ...-.JJ

%o B

L \i;gf_-\); s

: - A
Siatesy aud Biofagy

= S,

Gentlgrman 00 :

Loy gy a“;r:.;s o o

\_‘EZ—_'ILT )

TRIBUNE, ‘January: 26, 974



révelution, But the choice is ndt
between pain and pleasure, bet-
weefi more and less. Rather It is
a choice between different sources
of satisfaction, of joy, and of spiri-
tual growth.

That is the choice of the rich. The
cholce of the poor Is different In
degree but not in nature. We
cannot claim the right to reject
mass consumption on their behalf.
Equally. we cannot refuse them the
rasources required to allow them
to make that real choice. This
implies a %eneral about - face. Now,
we proselytise among the poor
the virtues of consumption, but
deny them the possibirity of an
above margin existence. The hope
of the future is that we shall suc-
ceed In defeating individual con-
sumption In our rich countries
while permitting the wretched of

‘the earth the means to elect it

in theirs. It is a peculiar form of
cultural arrogance, however, fto
suppose that they are incapabele
of learning by our mistekes.

“Let us at least allove the debats

ta beégin. Let us at laast challenge
the hsgemony of the mers ethic.
Let us at least join the young, the
naive and those who still have
hope and ask: More of what! For
whom?

Courtesy: Development Forum

THE BICYCLE

Pedal Power Makes
A Comeback

London.

*Mever has a more simple machine
encampassed the solution to so
many crises, phobias and fashions,”
So begins an article on a new British
boom in bicycles in the latest edi.
tlon of the magazine, Design. Last
year more bicycles than cars were
sold in the United States. This
year In Britain bicycle sales are
expected to exceed one million—
10" per cent up on last year.

People, it seems, are re-discover-
ing the wisdom of an old truth as
the price and scarcity of petrol
threaten to force cars off the road;

ou can go further and fastsr by
Kika than you can walking, and the
only fuel you need is oxygen—
which is still free! And as British
cities get more and more chored-
with motor traffic it Is actually
becoming quicker to cycle to work

Tokyo, jan. 18,

of all his officizl engagenents in
staying

-
TANAKA'S ADVICE TO JAPANESE
IN S.E. ASIAN MNATIONS

The Japanese Premier, Mr. Tanakas stunned by

demonstrations in Jakarta during his stay there lea t
Indenesia, to-day admonished his people

in South-East Asian countries for insulating themselves soclally
and not associating with the lacal people.

violent, anti-lapanesa
ing to the canceliation

Mr. Tanaka, who returned from his South-East Asian tour yesterday,
urged hfs countrymen in a natlonally telavised press conferance to study
the languages of South-East Asian countries where they were doing
business so that they could mingle with the loca! people. “They should
eat at the same rablya" wlith the people there to Increase mutual under-
standing.

He conceded there had been some lapse on the part of lapanese
diplomacy towards South-East Asia in that while ma-, leaders from
these countries including Prime Ministers ana Caolnet Ministers had
made frequent Visits ta Japan and were fully aware of the situation in
this country, few visits had been made to South-East Asia by top lapanese
leaders resulting in inadequate understanding of these countries by the
Japanese. For many years now Japanese Premiers and other Cabinet
Ministers had concentrated on visiting rich and powerful countries of
the Wast. He said it was necessary for Japanese Ministers to pay more
formal and informal visits to South-East Asian countries in order to
promote greater mutual understanding.

o ——
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The Bieyele

thin it is t& go by publie transpert
or In your own car.

Growing awarsness of thaese in-
escapable facts s boosting the
bike's status as well as its popularity.
The magazine article showed how
far new designs hava helped blcy:
cle manufacturers cash in on the
changing climate of opinion. Light-
welghts bikes using plastics have
bean invented: bikes you can fold
up and store in a small apace are
now on the market.

More ingenlous and fundamental
changes in the design of frames,
the size of wheals and gear ratios
have created the Moulton bicycle
which is capable of carrying heav-
ier loads and Is easier to ride than
conventional models. It has pro- .
ved especically popular with house-
wives and as a safer bike for young
children. An tdeal form of commu- |
ting in large cities is for people
to cycle short distances to railway
statlons and then hop on 2 train,
but in most countries there is often
nowhere for cyclists to laave their
bikes when they gat to a station.

Yet in spite Bf these drawbacks
more 2nd mors people are turning
te blcycles. For they remain cheap,
long-lasting,  non-polluting  and
health—giving and with those
recommendations in this day and
age pedal power just has to make
sense.

e sl

IN KERALA

Jobs Without Bribes

(T 18 REPORTED from Calicut
in Kerald that eight candidates have
applied for a single vacancy of at.
tender In 2 local school and that,
since all of them were prepared
to pay its bribe price of Rs. 6,000,
one of them was actually chosen
by: lot . This episoae speaks volumes
for the sordid role corruption has
been playing at 2ll levels of public
activity and at the expense of the
weak and the desperate. It is not
that greasing Itching palms is pecu-
liar to any country or amy age.

But what should worry right
thinking men and women is that
this evil force is breecing social
der_ravlty of a sort that will not
only tolerate but intensify, extend
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In Keralo

and  perpstuzte 2 universal spoils-
system. The only social defence
agalnst it Is publlc epinion which,
in the prevailing circumstances of
illiteracy of the masses, Is yet to
be mustered effectively. And the
educated who could provide the
right lead in these matters are
usually lethargic.

It is therefore encouraging to fearn
that some of the educated unein-
ployed in Kunnathara, near Calicut
have proposed a scheme under
which instead ef bribing their wa
into jobs, they will pool what will
otherwise have been spent on
bribes ro raise sufficient equity
¢apital for starting any Industry
which, with the requisite matco-
ing asslstance from the Govern-
ment, can employ them and their
friends, It is Initlative of this sort
that Is most required at present
for easing the pressures of unem-
ployment and in the process for
discovering the type of industries
that will be viable in various re-
glons differing as they do in their
matural endewments.

Of course, such an exercse is
not golng to be easy and its success
eapnot be taken for granted. Parti-
cularly se because most of the edu-
cated unemploymed have only a
general qualificztion which is some.
times below what some of the
basic industrial jobs call for. Their
fitment will require a lot of train-
ing of minds and skills. And this
apart from the difficulty or even
impossibility of finding jobs for all
near their homes. All this may
ook like a wet blanket, but re-

congnising possible  pitfalls can
prevent aminantly timely pro-
grammes from failing.

— Hindu,

For News Behind

the News
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PARAPSYCHOLOGY

Experiment On A Yogi

Rajahmundry.

Scientists of the Andhra Univer-
sity are now analysing the results
of an experiment they conducted
on a yogi in Viskhapatnam on

January 6.
Yogira] Vaidyaraj of Rajayogasa-
dhanasramam eof Alamury, near

Rajahmundry, subjected himself to
the experiments copducted in the
Dream Laboratory of the Parapsy-
chology Department of the Andhra
University. Dr. Elmer E. Green,
Director of Research, Voluntary
Control of Internal States, Mene-
ger Foundation (USA} and Dr.
K. Ramakrishna Rao, Head of the
Department of Psychology and Para-
psychology. Andhra University, con-
ducted the experiment.

Before the yogi was sealed in
an air-tight box, he was examined
by a team of doctors and his blood
pressure. heart beat and respira-
tion were recorded. Electrodes
were fixed on varlous points of his
bady.

As the yegi entered the box (in
which all the m({gen had been used
up by a candle lit an hour before)
at 12-30 p.m. and the glass door
was sealed, Dr. Ramakrishna Rac
began observiné the electroence-
pholograph (EEG) with its anal
end Dr. Green went to his mobile
biophysyiological laboratory to ob-
serve the recording instruments.

The yogl gradually went into
deep meaitation. Four hours later
finding his breath fesble and heart
condition weak and restless, the
selentists wanted to close the ex-
periment. But they were advized
to continue, as the yogi had the
capaclty to sustain the meditative
state for longer periods.

The yogi withdrew his mind
from the senses and light flashes and
sound buzzlngs now 2and then had
no effect on the alpha waves
during the later stage of the medi-
tation. |t was seep that the yogi
could completely contral his ner-
vous system.

At 9 pm. the glass doer was
opened and the scientists and doe-
tors found the yogi calm, control-
led and cheerful. They daclared
he was In normal physical and men-
tal conaition,

= Hindu

MAKING MONE_Y

CUT OF THE
CITY'S RUBBISH

Lal'ldanl

Refuse thrown away by Greater
London’s 7§ milllon people totals
about 2% million tons a year. In
the past most of this rubbish has
been tipped to marhsy or waste
ground and then consolidated. But
apart fgom this being an expensive
and wasteful method, there is no lon-
ger much suitable waste land left for
the purpose. PBurning refuse Is
not an easy process because of the

- very varled nature of the things
- people throw 2way, but the prob-

lems involved n.“a been studled
and are now selved. .. huge [ully
automatic Incineration plant has
been built at Edmonton, London.
to burn the capital’s refuse.
At first sight, it may be thought
that the new- plant, costing about
£11 million, Is an expensive luxury.
This is not so—because the machi-
nery is specifically designed actually
to earn monay for the local sutho-

rity and the public which, in the
end, pays the Bill.

Firs., of all the heat from the
specially designed furnaces produces
steam to power electricity geners-
tors. Enough elertricity Is produ-
ced to work the refuse disposal
plant Itself, as well as to sell the
£ 500,000 worth uf annual surplus
to Britain's Electricity Board te
boost the national power supply.
Secondly, the burnt material leaves
various deposits of ash and in-
combustible refuse behind in the
furnaces. The clinker is .old to
contractors for roadmaking,

Then there are the metals which
capnot burn. Fertous metals are
extracted by enormous magnets,
while fine non-magnetic metals are
conveyed automatically to sortin,
areas. The sale of all the scrap matal
for re-cycling is expected to be
worth another £ 250,000 yearly,
bringing the value of all the sales
to about £ | million a year.

The <plant sounds simple, but
this Is far from the case, Years
of carefu! planning have been need-
ed to overcome difficr'ties. Up to
700 dust carts will tip their loads
into the recelving hoppers dally.
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BACKGROUND FACTS ..

 THE OIL CRISIS
i o

Following the outbreak of war in the Middla East in October last yerr,
ten Arab countries with an annual production of about 900 millian tons of oil,

‘introduced an embafgo on oil deliveries to the ! 'nited States and Holland
and.decided to cut down output by 5 per cent every. month until Israel vacates
all occupied Arab territories. Actually, the Arabs have ‘overfulfilled® their
planand reduced oil production by about 30 per cent. :

: ‘Now the energy crisis, the first really serious ene in the history
of capitalism, is at its height. The USA and other Western countries
are feverishly devising ways and means for cvefcoming the fuel shortage.

With the spread of industriali-
sation to all corners of the globe
in the course of this century, man-
kind has been increasingly drawing
upon the raw material resources
of the planet. In the first half of the
century world consumpticn of power
tripled. In the subsequent 20 years
‘the corresponding figure went up

“three times ‘again: In other words,
the consumption of power -has
increased almost ten-fold in the first
-70--years of this century. :

THE-SHARE of coal in world eneréy

_ consumption which- stood at 80

per .cent in 1930 went down to
35:per cent by 1970. In Westarn
Europe oil now meefs 60 per cent
of the’ energy requirements® The
torresponding figures for the USA
dnd Japap -are 50 per cent and 70
per cent respectively. :

-t is' estimated that in the capi-
talist-world" the demand for oil will
grow ‘from 1850 “million tons ‘in
1970 to 3150 millions ton by 1980
énd to about 4000 million tons by
1985. * Some forecasters say that
with the present rates of consump-
tion, 8il output will have to be
brought up to 20,000 million ‘tons
per year by the end of this cen-
tury. - But the known oil resources
of all the non-socialist -countries
constitute only sbout 77,000 million
£ons. ;

= By ‘1980 the oll requirements ‘of
‘the’ USA alone would be roughly
1200 ‘million tons “while its own
extractigns is only 600 mlllica tons.
The ‘corresponding figures - for
western. Europe are 1000 millio

and 200 million tons. - -

“'In 1970 wne USA received . from
the Middle East countries_orly” 50
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per cent of the oll consumed. But
Interior Secretary Rogers C. B,
Morton has. estimated that . by
1985 imports of oil could reach
65 per cent of consumption, giving
the USA a defict of as much as 20
billion dollars a year on her oil
trade.

THE SUPPLY of oil'to world markst
-concentrated in a relatively small
‘grouip of major producers, mem-
‘bers of the Organisation of Petro-
leum Exporting ‘Countries (OPEC)
which includes Iran, Irag, Kuwalt,
Qatar, Abu Dhabi, Libya, Algeria,
Nigeria, Indonesia, Venézuela -and
Saudi Arabia. -As-will. be -seen,
except for Nigeria, Indonesia and
Venezuela, all-of them are situated
in the Middle East.

It is here in the Middlé East that
about rhree-fourths of the proved
oil resources of the non-socialist
worid' lie. Here are pumped oil
Jdnto 1000 million barrels a ‘year.
Here oil and politics are indivisible.

Till recent times, all oll production
in the Middle East was controlled by
7 giant trusts——called the “Seven
Sisters”—who tock the oil of the
producing countries at will and on
their own' terms,  There ware:
Standard OIll, Mobiloil, Texas, Gulf
‘Oil, British Petroleum, Royal Lutch
Shell and Compa~.le Francaise de
Petrol. Their .ayments for produ-
cing countries were trivial compared
to the value extracted. And the
positions of these “oll imperialfsts™
wereé buttressed by military and
political intervention which -en-
sured rule by subservient despots
In ‘these oil-rich ‘states: -~ -

HOW "PROFITABLE oll . business
was for .the ol! monopolies can be

“big business.

Q. Crisis

gauged from .the followlng -fgures.
Production costs . per barrel  in
the Persian Gulf area is only 10
American cents compared with .79
dollars in the USA. The correlation
of prospecting costs is approxi-
mately the same. :

On the other hand, .the wages
of the Arab workers employed
there are scandalously low—among
rhe lowest anywhere in the world.
No wonder that the “Seven Sis-
ters” collected a cool £ 2000 million
as nett profits from their Middle
East oil operations in the first
post-war decade alone (1945-54)

Little wonder too that oil is
One-third of the
assests of 100 leading US indus-
trial firms (about 23,000 million
dollars) belong to oll companies.
Of the |7 biggest industrizl cor-
porations there with ‘assets of
more than 1000 million dollars
each, 10 are oil companies.

OlL ACCOUNTS for the biggest
private US investments abroad—
about 20 per cent. According to
‘the Survey of Current Business (Nov-
ember 1972 issue), oil properties
‘have been ‘the largest Sourte of

profits from foreign investments for

US British and Dutch imperfalisms.

“in 1971 they accounted -fof 39 per
cent of all profits-on foreign invest-
‘ments and 47 per cenf of all actyalf
‘remitted profits on ' US  foreign
invéstments. - : -

The ‘system of ‘mutual 'relations
berwzen. the petroléum produding
countiies “ and the consumers 'is
‘Bne inherited from the colonial
ers, The numbers of the Infer-
national” Petroleum Cartel receive
concessions in the develeping coun-
tries.  The Cartel, consisting of
five"US, one British and one -Anglo-
Dutch company, is the most power-
t"ul monopoly grouping of capita-
Ism. ' ik

The Organisation of Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC) was

'set up In 1960 te fight the Cartel.
‘The general changes in the econo:

mic set-up In favour of the oil:
producing countries, the strepgth-
ning of their political independence
and the consclidztion of the posi-
tions in the interpational arepa
of thelr allies in the struggle against
imperialism—the . socialist world —
Il _helped to put an end to the
declining  trends .in per barrej
payments for oll by the monopolies
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Weeds :

But for about ten years they were
unable tc make any significant
galns. 5

Since 1970, however, OFPEC,
.countries have hbeen on the offen-
sive and have succeeded in scoring
far-reacning btreakthroughs in their
relations with the oil menopolies.
Between 1970 and 1972 average
per barrel payments for oil to pov-
ernments in Middle East producing
countries increased by 69 per cent.
As a result of further increases al-
ready in effect or under negotia-
tion, it has been estimated that
the average received last year
(1973} was probably double the
1970 level.

THE INFLATION in the West
caused some damage to the oil-
producing countries. For example,
as a result of the first devaluation
of the dollar in 1971, the losses
to OPEC countries amounted to
500 million dollars.

However, despite these losses,
residual gains have been impress=
ive. Last June an agreement was
signed in Geneva under which
the price of petroleum was increa-
sed by about I2 per cent compared
with February 1973 when the dollar
was devalued for the second time.
These prices will be periodiczlly
revised depending on the rates of
the currencies of the leading Wes-
tern countries ana lapan.

When applied to increased voiu-
mes of output, it has been esti-
mated that the higher payments
will result in total payments of
about 20 million doliars to the
producing countries in 973, com-
pared with a mere 2 million in 1960
when OPEC was formed.

e =

IN AGRICULTURE
Weeds Mean High
Cost And

Low Returns-

FARMERS know well how weeds
interfere with the growth and
yield of crops. “An unweeded
crop is just one-fourth of the full
crop’” says a Tamil adage. To what
an extent weeds can render the
investment on fertilizers fruitless

20

is evident from a special study
made by scientists at the Tamil
Nadu Agriculture University, Coim-
batore. -

In the two-year research pro-
gramme, trials were laid out in-
volving irrigated crops, rice, cholam
(jowar), maize, ragi and sunflower
under intensive cultivation using
balanced doses of fertilizers. The
effect of weeding the crops manu-
ally and chemically was compared
with no weeding.

It was found that depletien of
nutrients was considerably higher
in the unweeded pots than in the
protected crops. The uptake of
nutrients was higher in the wee-
ded plots as compared to the un-
weeded plots, by nearly 100 per
cent, in the case of rice ana sun-
flower and by 50 per cent for jowar,
ragi and maize. The grain yield
also was commensurately higher
being nearly 100 per cent in the
case of rice, 60 per cent with jowar
and sun-flower and 30 per cent in
maize.

A SPECTACULAR improvement was
found with ragi crop where the
yields were 4366 kg./ha for manual
weeding and 3820 kg./ha for chemi-
cal weeding, as against 1430 for
unweeded crop.

The loss due to exhaustion of
nutrients by weeds was as high as
Rs. 350 per hectare in some cases,
the minimum being Rs. 170. Weed-
ing of the plors even without a
crop appesred to be worthwhile
as all the costly nutrients will be
retained in the soil withour being
dissipated by the weeds.

The extra returp per hectare
due to weeding worked out to
2100 kg of grain (value-Rs. 1260)
for hand weeding and 2800 kg
grain (Rs. 1680) for chemical weed-
ing.in the case of rice, For jowar,
the grein yield was up by 1270
kg for hand weeding and 1360 for
chemical, the -alue being respec-
tively Rs. 635 ap. Rs. 680. For
maize hand weeding gave 1256 kg
of grains (Rs. 628) more while che-
mical weeding fared better with
1376 kg (Rs. 688). The additional
yield for ragi and sunflower was
2936 kg (Rs. 1468) and 693 kg
Rs. 693) for hand weeding and
90 kg (Rs- 1195) and 733 kg (Rs.
733) for chemical treatment res-

pectively.

THE CASH value of additional
yield in these crops had been more
than twice the investments in ‘the
manua! weeding operations “and
three to four times the cost of
chemical treatment.

According to Dr. G. Rangaswamy
Vice-Chaincellor TNAU, thebenefic
is more eaduring than 2 mere
increase in return as weeding re-
sults in the conservation of plant
nutrients in the soil and paves
the way for their gainful utilisation
by crops —quite significant in the
context of the shortage of crop
nutrients, which islikely to con-
tinue for several years more.

© —Hindu 2/1/74
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A LESSON FROM INDIA

The Agricultural

Balance Sheet
By S. Nilakantan

LAST YEAR'S (1972} drought and
itc economic consequences, whick
have brought development to a
halt, draw attention to the preca-
rious state of the agricultural
economy even after two decades
of plenned effort.  Precccupation
with emergency orogriiames and
odhoc measures to cope with the
crisis was invitable; but, with the
prospect of a good leharif harvest
which promises to be the best
we have had so far, there is & brief
respite and the opportunity for
rethinking on the goals and tech-
niques of agricultural development.

Soon we will be 2 nation of 600
millions and there is no time 1o be
lost in evolving & pattern of growth
which will be able to take bed
seasons in its stride and at least
ensure per capita  availability
of foodgrains at the present
low level of 190 kilograms per
annum. And this is the task
which has been taken up by Dr.
M. S. Swaminathan, Diractor
General of the LC.A.R, in his
Sardar Patel Memorial Lectures.

The series pf three lectures
in which Dr. Swan.nathsn has
reviewed the positive and nega.
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. Tive factors, the emerging trends
n agricultural technology anu the
ofganisational and eduationat efforr
that is pacessary to derive the full
benefit of new techniques, offer
a wesith of ideas for the formula-
tion. of an - agricultural strategy
suired to our circums*ances.

ANY VIABLE stratezy of develop-
ment will have &> be based on 2
realistic 2ssessment of resources
and limitations. The preliminary
stocks-taking has ravealed an impres-
sive Mst of assets whose potential
has ‘yet to be fully utilised. Indian
agricultue, accordng to Dr. Swami-
nathan, has the adwantage of abun-
dant sunlight which is essential
for plant growt®, considerable
diversity of soil znd climatic condi-
tions, great variazy of plant and
animal species, 3 large volume of
tapped and untippad water, vast
and as yet unexploited marine
fish resources, amd fast but not
least a large popu'ation engaged
. in agriculture.

On the other hand, the liability
listed by Dr. Swaminathan are
equally impresiiva: “Ilmproper and
indifferent wat use, inadequate
rapping of suniight, poor utilisation
of  biological :en  fixation,
Wasteful dispos: wastes, fack
cft understanding recycling *nro-
cessess and poer (dntegration of
crop amd animal busbandry,®on the
one and, terress-izl and aquatic
productipn ,syst on the other,
are our majow liabilities.”

It has been cxfeulatea that every
child born rodiy would need 0.08
hectares of land for purposes like
housing, waste disposal, power
supply and other uses ind 0.4
hectares for prafucticn of food.
On this basis, we would need five
million hectares of 2dditional land
ayery year to
for the annusal

ase in popu-
ather

lation. On % hand, the
availability of agricutural land was
only 034 hectares head in
1969-70. And year vast
areas arelostto ¢ n brought

through water a
annual less of
erosion has bees
6000 million tonne:
of plant nutrients
of 2.5 million ton
3.3 million tonne=s
and 2.6 million o

UNEVEN DISTEIBUTION of rain-
fall in space and time i¢ another

wind aresion. The

an account of
estimeted  at
while the loss
of the order
of Nitrogen,
phospherous,
+ of potash.
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mejor handicap. Eightly per cent
of the rainfall is receivea during
three or four months of the South
VW¥est Mopsoop. large parts of
the country suffer from chronic
drought while others ere devas-
tated by periodic floods and cy-
clones.

~ Apart from growth of population
and aberrant wather, the handi-
caps mostly srise from, and are
aggravated by improper use and
management of land and water
resources and defective crop plan-
ning, resulting in low producti-
vity. Ore reason for low produc-
tivity of important crops is the
extension of cultivation to mar-
ginal and sub-marginal lands. It is
possible that lands which yield a
poor crop of the staple cereals
like rice or isheat would yield
better return if put under pulses
or oilceeds. But until there is a
propser food distribution machi-
nery, cropping systems will con-
tinue to be determined by the
requirements of the farmer and
his family.

We  will have to learn, says,
Dr. Swaminathan, to produce more
and more food from less and less
land. There is urgent need to
deveiop and introduce an agricul-
tural technology which will lead
to increased productivity. But
care will have to be taken to see
that the new techniques that are
recommended teke into account
the limitation of resources as well
as regional differences and . require-
ments of different local eco-systems.

The pattern of highly mechanised
cultivation with the low labour
input is net obviously suired to India
with its large pepulation and limi-
ted availability of agricultural land
and energy sources. The tools of
modernisation of africulture, like
fertilisars, pesticide. farm power
and water if excessively based on
non-renewable resources, wanrs
Dr. Swaminathan, will end in crises

now referred te as '‘ecological
crises”, ‘“energy crises’” and so
on. Indian 2ec .alture, luckily, is

sti'l iarge" opased on renewable
resources, but the productivity is
also very low.

According to Dr. Swaminathan
ene of our urgent needs is the
develcpment of technologies where
the productivity of land can be
continuously increased with dimi-
nishing  dependence on ron-
renewable components of energy
such as fossil fuels, by deploying

A Lesson From Indle

recycling processés mere and
more effectively. Devices
like cow dung gas plants which
can supply both fuel and manare
have an important role in the deve-
lopment of the new technology.
In this cennection Or. Swaminz-
than has mentioned the growing
of trees specificrlly for generating
thermal powar, the development
of new Mgh yielding crops for in-
industrial energy, recycling of ani-
mal wastes by fermentation 8%
some of the possibilities worthy
of being studied critically in our
country.

THE NEW techniques will also
have to be adapted to the vast
variations in local conditions and
be based on understanding of the-
local eco-systems. There is consi-
derable need for local research
and testing work before a new
tochnology developed in research
institutes can be recommended to
the farmers. And their introduc-

tion will in any cases require
basic changes in the traditional
practices.

YWhile there are many areas

where therz is need for further
research for obtaining the dara.
required for developing new tech-
nologies, the main problem in brin-
ging about transformation of agri-
culture in the scale required to
meet the needs of our vast popufa-
tion is one of organisation ond com-
munication. Many of the tasks of
the new technology like recycling
of farm wastes, proper management
of land and water, crop planning
etc. require cooperative action
by the entire local community.

The new technology must also
be such that it cap be understood
and adopted by the small, poor
and illiterate farmer. According
to Dr. Swaminathan, such a techno-
logy is available. but its adoption
requires a certain ~degree of co-°
operative effort and chapnged out-
look. And effective extension of
the new techniques would calf
for chenges in the educatiopat
system to make it relevant to a
society in which the majority of
the popuiation are dependent on
agriculture.  The agricultural revo-
lution it seems will have to wait
for an educational revolution.

—Foreign News & Features.
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TOPICAL |
_Wo_r-ldl'Bank Helps
Indonesian Tea
h’iﬂ_u'sfry"

The _International Development
Association (IDA), " an affiliate of
the World Bank, ‘has approved
credits amounting to $ 7.8 million
to Indonesla, in support of a pro-
Ject designed to increase the »ro-
ductivity of the private tea industry
in West and Central Java. The
increased production, primarily by
smallholders, will help- meet the
domestic demand for tea.

- In addition to substantial finan-
cial benefits for participating small-
holders and private estates as a
result of increased tea production
and improvement in quality, the
roject is expected to generate
E.DOO new jobs for field and factory
workers and will help to strengthen
the Government’s agricultural
institutions.

Through a State owned bank,
the Bank Rakyat Indoajesia, credit
will be provided for agricultural
inputs to about 7,700 small holders
and 30 private estates. Some 24,700
acres of smallholders and 7,400 acres
of private estate tea are to be reha-

bilitated and replanted. The pri-
vate estates included in the project
will provide supporting services
to smallholders in surrounding areas.

Credit will also be provided for
the construction of two new black
tea factoriés and rehabilitation of
five existing privately owned tea
factories. The new factories will
initially be own.d by two govern-
ment owned tea estates, but their
ownership will be transferred in
the future to smallholders.: The
factories to be- rehabilitated are
owned and managed by private
estate owners. -

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. Under
the project, a specialized tea ex-
tension service will be created to
provide required technical assis-
tance to tea growers. Training
facilities and programs will be de-
veloped to train both extension
officers and tea growers. To assure
that high quality planting material
will be available, tea nurseries will
be established.

The project also provides funds
for consultancy services and for
studies to improve the domestic
marketing system for tea, to diver-
sify production in the project area,
and to strengthen the long-term
lending . capability of the Bank
Rakyat Indor esia. By 1985/1986
total production from smallholders
and private estates participating
in the project is expected to in-

crease to 25,000 ton., which is
4,000 tons above the present level
of production. The estimated whole-
sale value of the production gene-
rated by the project is about $7.2
million.  The average yearly net
income from tea’ per 2.47 acres
of the participating smallholders
is- expected to increase by about
$200 at full development to the
project, and the private estates,
net income from leaf production
is expected to increase By about
'S 204 00 yearly per 247-acres: The
overall "effect of the project on
net farm income has been esti-
mated at anpual increases of $2.3
million to . smallholders and
$ 800,000 to the private estates.

The project is scheduled for
comp'etion in 1981 at a total cost
estimrted at $154 million. Of
this amount, % 7.8 million will be
covered by the IDA credit. The

remainder of the cost will be met

by funds from the Govrnment of
Indonesia, and the Bank .Rakyat
Indonesia, and from constitut:ons
of sub-borrowers participating in
the project. The project will be
executed by a Project Management
Unit to be established in the Ministry
of Agriculture, 210

The IDA credit is:for. 50 years,
inclrding a’ |0-year grace period,
and - is interest free except for a
3/4 of 1% service charge = to
cover IDA’s administrative expenses.
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CEVLON MEWS RaviEw

To participate in discussion on difficult or unexpected - topics, to be confident in your
knowledge about this country and the world and to find yourself Eetter informed
than your colleagues—read the Tribune, alittle time each week, and that will give you
an interpretative analysis of current events and also indicate the course of future develop-
ments. Tribune will point out what is important today ‘and what may happen tomorrow.

Find out what’'s
really going on in - _
Sri Lanka and the world -
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Regictered as a Newspaper in Ceylon

IS IT TRUE?

Sher{ock Holmes

® THE ECONCMIST @ UNP JOURNAL
® JANAWEGAYA

15 IT NOT TRUE that there is a
great desl of speculation as to the
identity of a Special Correstondent
who had contributed a rather catty
iece to The Economist of Decamber
22, 1973? That earlier it was 2lways
Our Own Correspondent who had
kept the readers of The Econimist
informed on Ceylon affairs? That

in recent times this new Special
Correspondent has indulged in mar-
kedly tendentious writing about Sri
Lanka? That not so long ago he
(or is it a she?) had written a du-
Rigus pieces entitlel That Chilly
{Chile) Feeling hinted thet what
had happened in Chile could very
well happen in Sri Lankal ‘That
even at that time there had been
a flurry of speculation in political,
diplomatic and jrurnalistic circles
as to who had done this piece?
That suggestions were made that
the prestigious newspaperman who
had regularly written for The
Econemist had stopped writing and
that some other person had done
this writing? That it was whis-
pered that a person who does
some w.iting for the Economic
Intelligence Unit of the paper
might well have done the writing
sbout the Chilly' (Chile) feeling in
Ceylon? That the new plece on
December 22 was entitled SRI
LANKA—LET THEM EAT YAMS
in the manner and style of Marie
Antoniette’s let them eot cake?
That this viclous and distorted plece
which began with “the breadlines
cutside
3t 4-a.m,” had cencluded with the
pempous pronouncement that “the
read to sociallsm in Asia’s oldest
2nd most adi.lred non-communist
welfare state is beginning to seund
tike a title of an old Hope and
Crosby fareel”™ That this piece was

Colombo bakeries begin”

datelined in Colembo after the
bread queues bad been brought
under control? That it w=s 2 clever
plece which wculd p'eare tle
Colembo jet set and the club set—
really poor parodies of the crigi-
nals in New York, Paris or London—
and raise a laugh amorg them when
they sip the poison called gal arrac}
with the same bonhomie and aplomt
as when one drinks mellow scotch?
That cynicnal pseudo-inteliectual
wittlcisms  will draw applause in
the cockrail circuit but this is not
objective reporting or comment
as understood in modern journa-
ism? That cbjective reporting, even
if viclous, is pardonable! That
The Economist, which  carries
excellent reports, obje tive and
factual, about other courtries will
do well to review the reports of
this Special Correspondent about Sri
Lanka? That it is also the duty of
others in Sri Lanla who were and
who 2re connected with The Ecenc.-
mist to agitate about these reports
of this Speciel Correspondent! That
Sri Lapka may be too small a frag-
ment on the planet for The Econo.
mist to really worry about, but tle
least it can do is to have correct
reports If anything if published
at all?

IS 1T NOT A FACT th-: the revived
UNP Jvurnai has * .ed to make a
mark! That s political weekly
of one of the biggest political partles
in Sri Lanka Is everything which
a newsaper should not Le? That
the presertation Is tad and the
contents are worse! That this
weekly gees back to the style and
manner of the political polemics
of the thirties, forties ard fifties
of this decade in Ceylon when alle-
gedly exposure stories and persanal
attacks on political figures were

considered the essence of efféetive

litical Journ:lism? That in Sti
anka today effective political jour-
nafism will have any impact chly
if 3 paper concentrate” on constric-
tive, analytical,  Interpretasive
and positive articles? That exposure
articles and personal attacks, if
#ssential for the well-being of the
party's fortunes, should have 2
secondary role! That the Siphaia
party journal of the UNP, the
Sivarata, indu'res in the same kind
of journpalism? Trat it will be read
only by the frustrated and the des-
erate, but it Is pot likely to swirg
an election! That If the UNP desires
te stage a comeback It will have
tn impreve <he ourlity of its Party
faurra's? That the firer thing 1o
be done is for the Party to formulate
2 poliey and programme which
car be considered a true alternative
to the common Programme of the
United Front? That UNP politics
is once again belng worked out
on the outmoded formula, derived
from Dulles-McCarthyian Impera.
tives, that jingolstic  religion
coupled with scare-ralsing slogans
about communist  conspiracies
bring political power? Thet it is
time that UNP should re-think
its policles? } A

v

iS IT NOT A PACT that the
Jenewegeyo Ts today the only poli-
tical weekly which sustains cer-
tains standards and which seeks
to reflect the views and attitudes
of the Establishment of the SLFP
as @ leading constituent memter
of the UF? That personal atfacks
often vitlate the pages of | the
forcwegoyo but these attacks are
far and few betweer? That it pushes
a positive and constructive lire,
however erron®ous these policies
may appear to many! That the
Jonowegaya, it Is whispeed, will
bring out an English version and
alss 2 Tamil version In the near
future? That this will be a good
thing becsuse these papers “will
speak for leading sections of the
SLFP? That true political rapport
between the SLFF and English-

speaking and Temilsspeaking sec- %

tions of the population hes long
Leen vanted?,
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