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- CEYLON NEWS REVIEW

INDO — CEYLON ACCORD

THE JOINT COMMUNIQUE issued simultaneously in New Delhi and Colombo
on lanyary 29, to mark the visit of Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister, Mrs. Sirimavo Banda-
ranaike, to the Indian capital characterised the summit meeting of the two Prime
Ministers as “'a landmark in the relations between the two countries and (one that)
had contributed to a further strengthening of their warm and friendly relations.”
The communique had also stressed that there was far-reaching identity of views
on matters of econemic and political relationships between the two countries and
between them and the world outside. There will be immediate joint diplomatic
activity to contain Great Power rivalry in the Indian Ocean in order to strengthen
:Mrs. Bandaranaike’s concept of the Zone of Peace in this region.

THE MOST DIFFICULT PROBLEM outstanding between the two countries has
been solved by both countries agreeing to split the 150,000 residuary stz*eless
on a fifty-fifty basis. Under the 1964 Agreement 525,000 were to be repatriated to
India whilst 200,000 would be conferred Sri Lanka citiz_nship, and there was a
residuary 150,000 (out of an estimated total of 975,000) whose fate was to be subse-
quently determined. This has now been done and the problem of the stateless,

* which has soured relations between the two countries for ove. 40 years, has now
been brought under control. With goodwill on the both sides, the entire problem
can be solved within the next ten years. As Mrs. Bandaranaike had stressed, more
than once, both in New Delhi after the talks, and in Sri Lanka after her return, the
final solution of the stateless problem had removed the lurking fear in the minds
of the majority of the people in this island that India would seek to dominate Sri
Lanka and that the near-million strong stateless would be an excellent fifth column
for political leverage, This fear, it is asserted, has now been removec, and joint
action was contemplated in many fields. For a start, the ball has already been set
rolling in the marketing of tea to Secure stable and better prices — between the
two countries they produce over 65% of the world's tea.

SOME OF THE OTHER SIGNIFICANT n.atters on which agreement has been
reached are: (a) Sri Lanka will specialise in the production of rubber piece gouu,
« tyres and certain motor spares Tor the Indian market while India will undertake
to supply bus chassis and other heavy goods; (b) India will help to set up a Rural
Industrial Centre in Sri Lanka to promote industries in our villages: (c) that a
micro-wave tele-link would be set up immediately between the two countries and
that India will bear the foreign exchange component of Rs. 9 million; (d) that India
will provide technical assistance for the manufacture of laboratory equipment for
schools in Sri Lanka; (e) that India will spend Rs. 5 1/2 million to set up cattle, goats
and sheep farms in the Coconut Triangle zone; (f) that India will purchase 5000 tyres
with immediate »ffect from Sri Lanka; (g) that India will help to set up a Fertiliser
Factory in Sri Lanka and extend credit of Rs. I5 million for that purpose; ih) that
there will be liberalisation of trade between both countries within the GATT rules.
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Price Increase

%k Crisis in

Capitalism

Sri Lanka

WITH THIS ISSUE of Tribune the
price of each copy of Tribune will
pe 75 cents. As we had indicated
in our last issue, the inflaticnary
spiral is so great that even 2 non-
_profit making paper like the Tri-
bune cannot resist the pressure
of circumstances and keep its sell-
Ing price at the old level. Although
the copies produced after this
will cost us more, we have decided
“"against enhancing the rates of
existing subscriptions—they will be
at the old rates until they expire.
But all new subscriptions will be
at the revised rates. The number
“iof pages In each issue will gepend
--pn the availability of newsprint,
but we will give our'reader as much
reading matter as possible.

THERE IS NOT THE SLIGHTEST
DOUBT that the world, the capi-
talist world, has already slided
into near-slumpe conditions.  The
year 1973 had begun with a flatter-
ing upsurge in the capitalist world.
In nearly all the leading countries of
the capitalist world, there was a
continuing upward trend which
had resulted in a fairly high rate
of growth in gross national
product and industrial production.

But this high tempo of business
activity In no way minimised the
chronic defects of 'the capitalist
system. The Inflationary spiral
went higher and higher, the mone-
tary crisis deepend, unemployment
was at a high level and rivalries

S
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between . capitalist countries be-
came more acute. The oil and
energy crisis morever struck a

heavy blow at the entire capitalist
world—in fact, this was the first of
such a crisis that had hit the entire
capiralist world simultaneously. This
was symbolised by a tremendous
decline in Lusiness activity in the
latter half of the year—and this
was the first indicator of an on-
toming crisis.

TRIBUNE, February 9. 1974

The erisis had begun after a
period of a significant uprising,
According to preliminary figures
available, the GNP in the advanced
capitalist countries showed a gain
of roughly 6.5 percent (in fixed
prices) in 1973 compared with a
5.8 percent in 1972.  Industrial
production as the most dynamic
sector of the economy, rose ap-
proximately 8 p_reent, an increase
of one percent over the previous
year. This fairly high growth of
of the GNP and industrial produc-
tion in the capitalist world, as a
whele, was an indication that after
the recession of 1969-71, an wup-
ward swing had begun in 1972
which had continued right up to
October 1973,

One of the maln reasons for
the upward swing was the extensive
investment by private companies.
According to the OECD, capital
investments during the first half
of 1973 increased by 23% in lapan,
145, in the USA, 119 in_ West
Germany and Britain and 79 in

France. This Increase in invest-
ments gave a boost te industrial
proeduction. But in spite of this,

consumer demand had begun to
decline in 1973 (compared to 1972)
and this had a depressing impact on
the economy. in fact, the consumer
demand in 1972 (really in the years
after 1970) was mainly artificial
because people had bought more
goods than usual for fear that
prices might rise. This trend could
not last and by the end of 1973
this trend had almost ceased.

On the contrary, soaring prices
of goods and services, the high
level of unemployment, and diverse
government controls on wages
checked the growth of effective
demand. Consumer spending dec-
lined almost everywhere. Even
the slow pick-up In individual
consumption was largely unsound
since It was accompanied by the
mounting credit indebtedness of
the population. According to the
latest Jata available, in the United
States alone this indebtedness
amecunted to £ 173,000 million in
September 1973, or |6 per cent
more than in the corresponding
period of 1972. As a result, the
output of durable and non-durable
goods in the capitalist countries
in 1973 considerably lagged be-
hind the output of capital goods
and marerials, while housing cons-
truction even dropped below the
1972 level in a number of countries
{the U.5. for example).
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It must be also noted that busl-
ness activity In 1973, especially
in its first half, was stimulated by
the accumulation of raw materials
and finished products in industry
and trade. However, this accumu-
lation was caused less by the needs
of expanding production than by
the increased conversion of money
ifto goods. In conditions of sky-
rocketing prices and monetary in-
stability, 'businessmen sought to
build up reserve rtocks of raw
and other materials. Towards
the end of 1973 these stocks in
the United States, Canada and some
other countries reached. an .all- .
time high, much to the concern
of economists.

Further, it has also been pointed
out that 1973 saw a slower rise
in governmental expenditure, ano- .
ther important factor determining
the level of business activity. In
WWest Germany, the United Sates
and a pumber of other countries
budget allocations for social apd °
cultural needs were slashed on
the prerext of checking inflation
and the “overheating’” of the eco-
nomy. But, allocations for military
purposes remained high and even
rose In many cases.

A MARXIST - COMMENTATOR on
economic affairs had summed up
tie situation In the following terms:

“The economic recovery in 1973
incrensed inflation in all capitalist
countries. According to the Orga-
nization for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD), prices
in the advanced capitalist countries
went up more than 8.5 per cent
in 1973, as against 6.2 per cent in
1972 ana an average of 4 per cent®™
between 1960 and 197]. In 1973
galloping inflation—one of the main
chronic ills of capitalism over
recent years —assumed dimensions
unprecedented in the two last
decades. A record jump in rerail
and whole sale prices was regis-
tered in 1973 in the United States,
Japan and ltaly. The rate of inflation
was above average in Britaip,
West Germany, Holland and Swit-
zerland.

“lt is indicative that the upward
trend of prices could not be chec-
ked in 1973 by antl-inflationary
policy which, along wirh traditional
credit and budget restrictions, in-
cluded a wide range of ‘extraordi-
nary measyres’ such as government
controls over. prices and wages

-~
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(in the United States, Britein,
Italy and tne Scandinavian countries)

“An important feature of the
inflationary process, ana one which
hits the broad sections of the
working people hardest, has been
the faster grewth of consumer
goods prices, primarily prices of
prime necessities and above all
foodstuffs. In the capiralist coup-
tries food prices in 1973 rose »n
the average roughly three times
faster than prices of manufactures.
As a result, even in the United
States, the richest country in the
West, per capita food consump-
tion dropped in 1973 for the first
time since 1965 (of meat and eggs
by 4 per cent, poultry 2 per cent,
cocoa 7 per cent, and coffee 2 per
cent).

“Unemployment, which now runs
into the millions, seriously de-
presses the living standards of the
people. According to official statis-
tics, by mid-1973 the United States
had 4.8 million fully unempioyed.
In ltaly the figure was 735,000,
in Japan 670,000 and in Pritain
580,000. Towards the end of 1973
unemployment in many countries
had reached a level characteristic
of crises or recession periods.”

BUT THE MOST serious aspect
of the situation was the breakdown
in the monetary system. The US
dollar was devalued in February
1973, for the second time in 13

months. Simulatneously, many of
the leading capitalist countries
floated their currencies. This led

to the virtual devaluation of the
pound sterling and the lwalian lira
and to the revaluation of the West
German mark and the Jepanese
yen.

But this brought no relief. All
the attempts by the leading capi-
talist states to resolve these mone-
tary difficulties through interim
agreements to lead to a permanent
arrangement, but this only resulted
in another crisis in the summer
of 1973, which produced a further
decline in the value of the dollar
and the pound sterling. This led
to an upprecedented speculative
buying of gold. In Juhe 1973 the
price of gold reached the all-time
high of § 130 for a troy cunce,
or more than three times the
official price of § 42.22. In the
financial world, the summer waves
of speculative gold buying were
assessed as the worst since August
1971 when the convertibility of
dollars into gold was abolished.
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The yawning gap between the
official price of gold and its cost
on the free market, and the ‘float-
ing' rates of the main Western
currencies added to the instability
of the monetary systen of capita-
lism and complicated the normal
development of international eco-
nomic relations. In view of this
the United States and six West
European ccuntries [West Ger-
many, Britain, ltaly, Belgium, Hol-
land and Switzerland) decided in
November 1973 to rescind the
1968 agreement on the two-tier
market. This aggravated the cop-
troversy between the main capi-
talist states on the role of gold
in the system of the International
Monetary Fund and diminished the
chances of monetary reform in
the immediate future.

One of the problems which had
arisen in the late 1960’s and in the
first part of the 1970s was the
adverse trade balances  which
had begun to eat into the economic
fabric of the USA.

The rapid expansion of
world capitalist trade
in 1973 was accompanied by subs-
rantial changes in the trade balances
of the leading countries of the
West. The two devalugtions of the
dollar, which considerably raised the
competitive power of American goods
enabled the United States to over-
come the almost $ 7,000 million
adverse balonce of trade in 1972
and bring about a favourable balance
amounting to some § 800 million
in the first ten months of 1973.

To a large extent, the United
States improved its foreign trade
positions at the expense of lapan.
As a result of the yen's revalua-
tion, the competitive strength of
many Japanese products declined
steeply in 1973. This sharply brought
down the export balance in the
trade of Jagan with the United
States and other countriesy worse-
ned her balance of payments, and
reduced her gold and currency
reserves. Britain’s balance of trade
and payments also  worsened
sharply in 1973. At the same time
the Federal Republic of Germany
achieved a record export balance
of trade.

Attempts by major capitalist
countries to improve their trade
and payments balances at the ex-
pense of their competitors aggra-
vatea  ‘‘inter-imperialist  contra-
dictions” still more. For instance

the unilateral measures taken by
the United States in the summer of
1973 to restrict the export of
American farm products led its
economic relations with Western
Europe and Japan to the brink of
a ‘“trade war". The September
conference of the GATT member
countries in Tokyo was held in
an atmosphere of acute differences
and could adopt only a general
declaration.

But the most significant event
of 1973 was the energy crisis which
undermined the entire structure
of capitalist economy. The main
cause of the energy crisis was a
faster growth in the consumption
of energy compared with the pros-
pecting and extraction of oil and
natural gas as the principal types
of fuel. The widening gap between
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_.demand and supply led to interrup-

* tlon$ ‘In electric power supply rn
- ‘the 'summer of 1973. The energy
crisis became particularly sharp
towards the end of the year as
a result of Arab oil cutbacks in
reply to the imperialist support
of Israel's expansionist policy.

The extraordinary measures to
save fuel could not appreciably
offset the aaverse effect of the
energy crisis on the capitalist
economy. The last weeks of 1973
showed that fuel-saving measures
could not be reduced to cuts in
freightage and the output of energy-
intensive prooucts. The produc-
tion of plastics, synthetic fibres
fertilizers and many other chemi-
cals based on oil and natural gas
was under threat. Demand for
cars, especially large ones, droped,
and mass layoffs began in th US
automobile industry.

This is a rough picture of the
situation in the capitalist sector
of the world. Sri Lanka is peart of
this capitalist sector lthough loud
proclamations have been made that
the country was directing its acti-
vities towards bzcoming a socialist
country. Domestically, no doubt
public sector economic undertakings
in Sri Lanka have increased 1n
scope and extent and radical re-
forms have been infroduced in

" hind tenure, but the basic “rruc-

. ture of the ecopno~y fs still capi-
talist. Though there %as been
some -ttempt to bring all economic
activity _into a planned system
the Government has still not been
able to effect a breakthrough into
establishing an economic system
where the free market has been

| completely eliminated.

Sri Lanka is now 2 mixed economy
where  the free market prevails
over large sectors of the economy
while the closed ard confrolled
market of a socialist system flouri-
shes in piecemeal bits over a subs-
tantiel section of the economy.

' The result is that Sri Lanka gets
. neither the full benefits of the free
market nor enioys the ad antages
of a closed sccialist economy. As
it is at present, Sri Lanka has the
worst of two worlds— because these
two worlds cannot coexists within
' the borders of one country. Any
attempt to make them coexist
undermines the esconomy.

In the international arepa, co-
. existence between soclalism and
¢ capitalism has been made possible
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under the deterrent threat of
. huclear power.

And, Srl Lanka,
is very much in the capitalist sec-
tor in spite of its bi-lateral agree-
ments with countries like China
because the exchange of commodi-
ties are still based on world price
levels, that is, levels in the free
merket of the capiralist world.

Much of the economic distress in
the country is caused by the fact
that Sr* Lanka is suspended in a
world of uncertainty—neither here

nor there. Until the major coun-
tries in the region become full
socialist and  minimise the im-

pact of the world capitalist market
on economic life in this zone,
it will be very difficult for little
Sri Lanka to survive as a fully socia-
list unit. Many people do not
seem to realise .that the economic
future of Sri Lanka is intimately
connected with developments in
India, Pakistan, Burma, and also
the other countries in the South
and Southeast Asia .

=

COMMENT

AT

% The Rising Tide of
Popular Resentment

NEvW BUS AND RAIL FARES.
The Govérnment seems to have
taken the opportunity provided
by the oil crisis to increase the bus
and rail fares to cover the other
increases which should have been
made a long time ago. There can-
not be the slightest doubt that
the bus and rail fares charged in
Sri Lanka were far too low and
that there had been ample justi-
ficaticn to raise them over two
or three years ago. But the Gavern-
ment had dilly-dallied over this
matter and had only impo.ed in-
significant increaes which did not
even touch the fringe of the matter.

It must be remembered that
both in CGR and CTB one reason
for the increasea cost was due to
the over-staffing at all levels. Per-
sons had been taken on the payroll
not because they were needed
for the efficient running of the
undertaking, but only to satisfy
the demands of the unemployed
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who were close to political partles,
MPs and Ministers. It has been
estimated that over 30% of the
people on the payroll of the CTB
and CGR are ‘excess”.  They
contribute no more than add to
the lethargy and inefficiency of the
two undertakings.  This increase
of staff which was effected by the
UNP, SLFP and the UF at different
times had never been adequately
covered by increased fares at the
appropriate time or on the rele-
vant dates.

Now, under the impact of the
oil crisis, and with the supreme
need to cut down consumption
expenditure on unnecessary ttavel,
prohibitive increases have been
slapped down on travel and trans-
port and the people who have to
and must travel (for productive
purposes) have no alternative but
to pay these unnecessarily high
fares. If the Government had wan-
ted to keep the transport services
in good time, without running
down the rolling stock, the first
thing it should have dope years
ago was to have withdrawn the
privilege of free travel accorded
to government and corporation
staff and pensioners. This would
have cut down unnecessary travel
by more than half. It would have
been economic In the long run
to have commuted such free tra-
vel privileges into a cash paymentg
because this could have saved the

foreign exchange required to keep

CTB and CGR in good running
order. The failure of the gcvern-
ment to take this step in time has
added to the problems of the
Government.

But these new rail and bus fares
will really hit those who must
travel for productive purposes.
Unnroductive and . luxury travel
in the CGR, CTB and internal
tourism should have been reduced,
if not cut down completely, a long
time ago. And if this had been
done, the present increases need
not have been so steep. Now,
travel and transport for pro-
ductive purposes, particularly
in the field of agriculture, will
suffer, and this is something
which the country cannot afford
at this time when production
has to be maximised.

UNP MEETINGS. The Government
must take notice of the fact that
massive crowds now flock to pro-
test meetings— protesting against
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high prices, shortages and other
* hardships—and that these crowds
are not the diehard dyed-in-green
supporters cf the UNP.  The
youth has begun to turn towards
the UNP as an alternative even
though the UNP has not yet formu-
ated any wortawhile programme.

The non committed of the older
age groups, who voted in 1970
for the UF, have also begun to tuin
to the UNP as the only political

. party which can be considered
_to be an alternative. These are
trends the Government cannot

ignore, and the Government must
also realise that whilst people are
willing to make allowances for
natural disasters like droughts ai.d
international calamities in the eco-
nomic and monefary arenas, they
are no longer willing to tolerate
bureaucratic ineptitude, corrup-
tion at every level and a total
apathy to the sufferings of the
people.

Mr. ). R. Jayawardene is natu-
rally seeking to make the most
of the situation. If he forgets gim-
micks like religious satyagraha and
scare coup stories, and if he will
concentrate on economic issues,
the UNP will be able to make
terrific headway in mobilising
popular support. People are worr-
ied about bread, rice, flour, and
other basic commodities and will
be willing to participate in strainght

forward political demonstratic1s
without being diverted by reli-
gious gundus and anti-left witch
hunts.

With the steep increase in the
price of everything needed by
ordinary people, with the virtual
failure of the Government to pro-

duce more food—and with no
more rich to tax to subsidise the
poor—the Government Is now

very much on the defensive, ard
the offensive and aggressive bravado
frequently being displayed by the
Government will not carry it very
far.

WARNING. The Sun of
. February 5 reported with some
prominence the UNP-sponsored
.meeting held at Hyde Park on
‘February 4—the day which has
been celebrated as Ceylon's Inde-
pendence Day, from the year |948.
The attempt on the part of the UF

UNP's

government ta re-write history by’

seeking to .ignore February 4 will,
in the normal
boomerang. = The. mere fact  that
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course of events,

a new Constitution was adopted
on May 22 does not mean that the
historical’ events connected with
Februaray 4 can be wiped out by
a mere stroke of the pen.

More people, than what the
Government can at present en-
visage, have deep regrets about
the attempts to erase February
4 from the political history of Sri
Lanka. This disappointment is not
cenfined to supporters of the
UNP alene, but is shared by many

imparrial observers of the poli-
tical scene. And what J. R. laye-
wardene said at Hyde Park on

February 4 will lay seeds that wil
germinate sooner or later. For the
record, we publish below what
he said on that occasion as reported
in the Sun particularly because
other newspapers have chosen to
play down the meeting which by
all standards was big enough to
merit serious attention.

This is what the Sun of February
5 had reported:

“Mr. ). R. layewardene, leader
of the Opposition and of the Uni-
ted National Party, yesterday
warned police and army officials
not to be a party to any illegal
acts against the people. If they
do so he said, he would not hesi-
tate to have them court-martialled
on Galle Face green when the
UNP came back to power.

“Mr. Jayewardene was speaking
at the 26th Independence Day
celebrations held at Hyde Park
Cornper last evening. Mr. Jayewar-
dene said he had made a stalement
in the house about 2 group of per-
sons within the Gevernment who
were artempting to gain their poli-
ticel aims with the help ef certain
sections of the army and police.
Some persons in the army and
police were trying to help this
conspiracy. He said that they
had moved a motion in the House
against the IGP as the prlice was
now at the meicy of politicians.
This would amount to a dictator-
ship, and the total eradication of
democratic freedom won on Feb-
ruary 4, 1948, through the efforts
of freecom fighters such as . S.
Senanayake, F. R. Senanayake,
Anagarika Dharmapala, Sir Baron
Jayatillake and others.

“Mr. Jayewardene said that des-
pite all thuggery Mr. Rukman
Senanayake of the UNP won by
a majority of 4,000 vites, at Dedi-
gama. At Attapagalla Mr. Gamini

Jayasuria, Jt. Secretary of the UNP,
was confronted by an ar.ny office”
with a sub-machine gun while hocli-
gans stoned his car, Events at
Anuradhapura clearly showed the
pattern of a revolution that was
brewing.

“Mr. Jayewardene said that he
was surprised that Mrs. Bandara-
nalke had gone to India on the
invitation of the Indian Prime
Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi, for
the Indian Independence Day celeb-
rations, but failed to commemorate
a similar event at home. Like
Sri Lanka, India too had 2 separate
Republic Day. This failure amoun-
tea to ¢ rejection by this Govern-
ment of the part played by the late
S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike to re-
gain independence. *“Many of our
leaders went to jail for the cause
of political independence’”  Mr.
Jayewar lene stressed, “‘we will not
allow the future gznerations to
forget this, and | promise you a
better Independence Day celebra-
tion next year.”

TRIBUNE
PRICE INCREASE

From this issue, each copy of
Tribune wil' cost 75 cents.
VWe have no alterpative butto
make this price increase owing
to *he enhanced prices and
charges for everything connected
with the production of a news-
paper.

All subscriptions and renewals
paid up to date will be at the
old rates untll they expire,
but 21l new subscriptions and
renewals will be at the new
rates.

One Year Rs. 3750
Two Years Rs. 62.50
Three Years Rs. 87.50

Due to Saturday being declared
a holigay, copies of Tribune
sent by post on Friday evening
are being delivered on the
following Monday. Arrangements
are now being made to hand-
deliver copies of Tribune on a
zone basis to Colombo residents
only, on a payment of 2n addi-
tional charge of ten cents per
copy. Subscribers who are in-
terested in this proposal please

apply to The Circulation Manager
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IN JAFFNA

The Internationa!

Conference of

Tamil Studies

The International Conference of Tamil Studies (JATR)—took places

in Jaffna from Jenuary 3:.to 9. Tribune did not cover the Conference for the *
simple reason that it did not receive an invi.ation to attend it.

With the

pressure for space in the Hall, the organisers probably restricted press

invitations only to the daily papers.

In our issue last week we made some

comments zbout the Corference, and it has been pointed out that our
remarks were one-sided and¢ negatively conceived because we tended to
ignore the positive achievements of the Conference.

Realising the importance of a Conference of this nature in the life of a
country and especially the Tamil people, we have decided to reproduce
three editorial comments fram the Morning Star, a weekly paper published
in Jaffn>, From all accounts, the three comments, dated January 4, January
11 and January I8, constitute reportage at its best about the conference,
its successes and the fragedy which marked the climax.

. A columnist in the Morning Star has complained about the scant atien”
t'on paid to the Conference by the Colombo press. If there was one thing
the organisers of the IATR lacked it was public relaticns with the Fourth

Estate in Sri Lenka.

Special invitations to a few favoured journalists cannot

make up for inadequate and incompetent press relations which require
careful preparation and tedious backroom drudgery.

4th JANUARY 1974

INTERNATIDNAL
CONFERENCE :
OF TAMIL STUDIES

The Fourth International Cen-
ference Seminar of Tamil Studies
commenced gesterday with an im-
pressive inaugursl meeting held at
the Veerasingham Hall, Jaffna, “All
is well that ends well"” We are
glad that, in spite of what appeared
first to be almost insurmountable
diffiulties, the Conference is being
held in Jaffna. It does not need
much imagination nor knowledge
of d¢he Island’s history to regard
laffna as the most patur.! and
fitting place for such a Conference.
We may go®further and say that it
has a rightful claim for this. Hence
we were baffled when some in the
Government raised objections to
this site. While one can unders-
tand their request that such an
International Conference should be
held in the Bandaranaike Memorial
Hall in Colombo. one cannot follow
the argument, which is reported
to have been urged by a Govern-
ment spokesman, that Internatiopal
Conferences should be held only
in Colombo. In fact, such Confe-
rences have been held in places
like Kandy and Nuwara Eliya. More
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— Editor

than that, the present Conference
deals with Research on Tamil
Studies. That the Tamils of the
country, especiaily from the Nerth,
have made very valuable and sound

contributions to the development,

of Tamil Language and Culture
cannot be denied by apy person.
Next to some cities in India like
Madras, Madurai. and Annamalai,
Jaffna is the most logical place.

Further, one tannot understand
the Government's contention that
this Cenference has a political
connotation. Assurances  were
given unambiguously by the organi-
sers that it was not true. But for
sometime the Government held
to its objection to the lJaffna site
and reports huve it that the autho-
rities concerned refused entry to
some foreign delegates wio had
come to this country for this Con-
ference. We also regret the difficul-
ties of opinion in the Sri Lanka
Branch of the IATR contributed
to the delay of fixing the date.
We are happy, therefore, that the
Government has withdrawn its
objection and permitted its being
held in Jaffna.

The programme of the Azademic
Sessions—Plenary and Group Ses-
sicns —shows that the Conference
has nothing whatsoaver to do with

IATR

politics . They deal with *Studies
on various aspects of the History,
Literature, Archaeology, Culture
etc. of the Tamils. ven the Ex-
hibition and the Cultural Shows,
which are being held as adjuncts
to the Conference, also deal with
such subjects.

In spite of the difficulties that
foreign delegates to the Conference
had fo face owing to the short
notice they had with regard to
the Government's permission being
available for their coming to Sri
Lanka, they have come from India,
Malaysia, England. Sweden, Swit-
zerland, America, Canada, Hungary
and Australia, Nearly twenty-five
of them were present at the inau-
gural sessions, and more are €on-
tinuing to come, Though the Con-
ference would have been glad to
have a fuller participation of such
delegates, the presence of the
present numbers makes the Con-
ference truly interpational.  We
offer them 2 warm welcome on
behalf of the Tamil-Speaking people
cf the North, but zalso of the East
and other parts of the country,
Jaffna feels greatly privileged and
honoured to welcome the Con-
ference and hopes that the foreign
delegates will have a very pleasant
stay in our midst. ‘We wish the
Conference all success. Fuller ac-
counts of the Conference will ap-
pear in our future issues.

[1th JANUARY 1974

INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE OF
TAMIL STUDIES

Il

The Fourth International Crx-
ference—Seminar of Tamil Studies
heid in Jaffna from the 3rd to the
9th inst. must be voted an un-
qualified success. |t made an impact
upon, and evoked a spontaneous
response from, the T-mils through
out the North unprecedented in
the annals of our history. The
Tamils of not only the town of
Jaffna, the venue of the Conference,
but also of many places throughout
the Peninsula made it an occasion
of uninhibited celebrations. Th2
manrer in which the Jaffna town
and its suburbs wore a festive air
was to be expected, but that various
places from Point Pedre to Jaffna,
from Kodigamam to Kayts should
have also worn the same festive
air was an invigorating and uplifting
experience. The entire town of
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Jaffna and ics suburbs were all
decorated and illuminated beyond
expectation. These were covered
with sikarems, pandals, festoons
in keeping with the tradition and
culture of the Tamils. The streers
of Jaffna were dotted :zlmost in
contintcus succession with coconut,
_palmyrah, and arecanut pzlms, with
" papaw and even mango trees,
bambeo branches. etc. Every im-
portant junction in the town was
very richly deccrated with charac-
teristic traditional motiffs.  Daily
tens of thousands flecked to the

town to wait patiently outside
the Veerasingham Hall and the
Trimmer Hall, where the main

meetings of the Conference were
held. to listen to the proceedings
that were broadcast through the
loudspeakers. They were aiso there
to see the Exhibition at the Chundi-
© kuli Girl's College that proved
~ to be a source of great instruction
and inspiration, and to be enter-
tained by rhe captivating Cultural
Shows held in three placss simul-

taneously—the Chundikuli Girls’
College, the Open Air Theatre
and the Veerasingham Hall. It is

estimated that during the last twe
days the crowds amounted to
cne lakh of people. Even private
houses were lustily decorated.
And the people had forgotten
or ignored, for the moment, all
the sufferings they were under-
%oing due to the rising costs of
iving and food shortages. All
vhis shows the passion and loyalty
and concern the Tamils have for
their language, tradition and cul-
ture.

The Conference itself proved to
be in keeping with the tradition
. created by its predecessors *at
Kuala Lumpur, Madras, and Paris.
Its Plenary Sessions and Group
Sessions had many erudite papers
presented by experts in their
special branches of study ana
research, experts from foreign
countries like Sweden, Switzer-
land, Hungary, Great Britain, Goa,
America, Canada, South Africa, West
Germany and India, and also from
our country. The topics of their
research papers and addresses dealt
with Studies in Literature, Linguists,
Archaeology, Anthropology, Science
and Technology, Reﬁgionaud Fhi-
losophy. It is-of interest to note
that among these experts were
Sinhzlese and Muslims of our coun-
try. Nearly fifty people attended
the Conference from foreign coun-
tries, about a half as delegates and
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others as observers. Hente it
can be called a truly international
Conference.

A full symposium of these papers
and other details of the Conference
will,  we understand, be published
in due course, We shall ourselves
publish in our future issues a few
of the addresses and papers, wiich
have besn forwarded to us.  1hat
all these Studies have made worrth:
while additions to the excellent
record of achievemerts of the
three previous Conferences and
have contributed rightly to becom-
ing sources of enlightenment and
inspiration to the Tamil speaking
peoples rot merely in Sri Lanka
and India, but ilso throughour
the world is beyond any doubt
and will be the verdict of history.

18th JANUARY 1974

THE TRAGEDY OF
IANUARY 10

The eight days from January
3 to 10 will, as we hinted in our
lasy issue, go down as an event
not merely in our national story
but also as a bright chapter in
world history. The City of Jaffna
became for fhe duration of that
week the international capital of
Tamil Culture. The spontanesous
awakening of interest im, and en-
thusiasm for, their noble lapnguage
and great culture reached th_eir

peak hour at the post-Seminar
public meeting held in the lawn of
the Veerasingham Hall on the
evening of the 10th. Aptly enough
at the moment it was a famcus
Tamil Muslim scholar frem South
India that held the audience, made
up of seething crowds; in wrap:
attention by his eloquence and ex
potition of the glorious heritage
which  was  enshrined in  thals
common mocher tongue.

Then tragedy scruck, The crowds
of people were subject to what
has been widely described as a
‘brutal’ attacl by the Police. It is
alleged that, without any warning
they were going to use tear gas
on the people, if they did not move
out, the Police rained, eye witnesses
say, thrusts with the butts of their
guns and batons and sprayed tear-
g3s bombs upon the tens of thou-
sands of people who were there.
As a consequence nine precious
ives were lost, more than 20
sariously hurt and hundreds more
sustained injuries.  Reports have

it that even in the bus-stands tear

gas bombs continued to be rained
on them. Thousands more—women
and men, children and grown-u
were subject to uptcld humiliation.
Anc the night turned into a
veriti.le night-marish one.

Qur firre duty today is to offer
our deepest symparhy to the
afflicted families. No amount of
money offered by the public te

Ayurveda

or soitow also cause diarrhoea.

in choesing the diet.
should be given.

diarrhoea Lasunadi

DIARRHCEA

Passing watery motions a number of times in a day is called diarrhosa.
This may be accompanied with pain in the abdomen.
to people in all ages and in all seascns.
to indiscretion in diet and at times during teething.
easy to cure. In old age taking excess of food or improperly cooked
focd is the main cause and it is difficult to cure.
whenea person takes a lot of water, because of thirst, the cigestion is
upset and he suffers from diarrhoea.

As in diarrhoea the digestive system is upset, care should be taken
Initead of normal focd easily digestible food
Buttermilk is also good.
milk and solid focd should be avoided.
and fried rice or fried paddy, arrowroot kanjee or sago kanjee can be
given. To children a stew of a few boiled pieces of apple may be given.

In early stages, powdered dry ginger one or two pinzhes mixed
with butter milk two or three times in a day is advisea.
way powdered rinds of pomegranate can be given. As medicines, [athze-
phaladi churnam or Dadi-mashtakam can be given.
Vati is useful.

Diarrhoea occurs
In children it is common due
In children it is
During hot weather

Emotional disturbances like fear

In early stagss of the disease
Kanjee preparad with broken

In the same
In all varieties of

Dr. ¥. Narayanaswvyami
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afford temporary relief to them
can truly assuage the deepest and
altogether unexpected grief into

which they have been plunged by

the tragic deaths of their beloved.
We hope that it will be some com-
fort for them ro kncw that those
whoe died and the many more who
suffered injuries have rightly ear-
ned the claim to be called martyrs
to the Tamil cause in this country.

Our next duty is to join in the
universal appeal already made in
the North to the Government to
set up an independent and impar-
tial Commission, consisting of men
of unimpeachable integrity and
sense of justice, to inquire into
these dark happenning.

We are quite surprised and
even shocked that the crowds,
whose exemplary behaviour during
the entire week in the City and
other parts of the Pepinsula was
** remarkable, should have been sub-
Jected to such unwarranted at-
tacks. In spite of the inevitable
short comings of the organisers
here and there, they remained
unruffled and orderly. Their be-
haviour received high commenca-
tion from foreign "delegates, espe-
allp those from lIndia.  This tves
very noteworthy. «The crowds
were constituted by all Mnds of
people and of differing political
affiliations. = Offensive remarks or
actions directee by some belonging
to one political party on those of
another could have sparked off
troubles, which would have become
uncontrollsble  But nothing like
that happened. Forgetting their
political differences and jealousies,
tens of thousands turned up daily
for the Conference, the Exhibition,
and thie Cultural Shows.  They
did not want to miss the exhilarating
experience generated by this un-
precedented hippening in Jaffna.

The reason for this unity was the
fact they were knit together by
the common bond of language,
tradition and culture. They had
cause to be somewhat Irritated
at a few happenings like the stop-
ping of one or two foreign dele-
gates in the middle of their spee-
ches and the ordering of the re-
moval of pictures of some political
Tamil leaders from the pageant
and from the decorations in certain
junctions. Yet they remained
orderly and remarkably peaceful.
If these crowds had suddenly turned
viloleat and aggressive, one could
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then, have understood the pouring
of a multitude of tear gas bombs
on them.

The foreign delegates had been
received with great warmth and
cordiality wherever they went.
They had won the hearts of the
people not only by their scholar-
ship in Temil, but more by their
freely mixing with the people and
talking with them and by their
genuine regard and affection for
the language, tradition and culture
of the Tamils, 5o the crowas had
come to hear them for the last
time and bid them farewell.

We are also surprised that the
Police should have. behaved in this
way. They were very highly com-
mended and lavishly thanked by
the organisers publicly for the
help they had rendered during
the eight days. The doings that
evening, therefore, on the part
of the custodians ‘of law and order

IATR

. pass our understanding. - The pre- =

sent - situation requires—and even
demands—an immediate probe - at
the highest level, if the people
have .to regain corfidence in the
very institution of government.
Little do these misguided men
rralise that it Is not merely 2 que.-
tion of striking terror at a chosen
moment Into an ethnic cultural
minority in this country.  Such
doings are a betrayal of the con-
cept of the Rule of Lew, which is
the very foupdation of our de-
meeracy—yea, of national unity.
And we trust that those who plan-
ned 3s well as those who executed
these vile plans will be punished
according to their deserts. There
is, behind the political or social
Institution of any society, a basic
moral law. It is that code that
has besn put in peril. It is tne
moral basis of our civilization that
has to be vindicated if Sri Lanka
is to hold her head among the
nations.”

STATISTICAL

Developing Countries’
Debts Increase

DEVELOPING countries made sig-
nificant gains in exports of manu-
factures in the decade 1960 to
1970, the percentage, of manufac-
tures in the total rising from [4
to 23 but their share in global
exports declined from 21 to 17
per cent.

External debt in eighty deve-
loping countries also rose sub-
stantially from 37,000 million
dollars in 1965 to 66,000 million
dollars in 1970—an increase of
nearly 80 per cent. Debt service
payments rose by 70 per cent.

Apart from the continuing un-
favourable terms of traae, fir.ance
assistance to developing countrie,
though registering an increase, dec-
lined as a percentage of GNP of
donor countries.

These trends are brought out
in the latest edition, “Trends in
Developing Countries”, published by
the World Bank.

Figures and charts in new edi-
tion of “Trends” reflect a remar-
kable increase in total production
by the developing world as a whole,
says a bank press release. They
also show, however, that much

of the benefit has been erased on
a per capita basis because of the
rapid ‘growth of population.

GNP per capita in developing -
countries as a group rose by 35
per cent between 1960 and 1970,
despite an increase in population
of about 500 million or 26 per
cént. According to the booklet’s
data on demographic trends, po-
pulation in developing countries
wili rise to more thar 5,000 million
by the year 2000, nearly twice the
level of 1970.

IN THE SAME period, the deve-
loped worla's population will In-
crease by only a third, to about
1,400 million. The explosive grow-
th of cities in developing countries
will continue, urban population Is
expectea to rise by more than 90 .
per cent between 1970 and 1985.

A section on social indicators
in the new edition of “Trends"
was eplarged to include data on
literacy, nutrition and childhood
mortality.

Statistics show that primary ang
secondary school enrolment grew
from 38 per cent to 50 per cent
of the relevant age groups berween
1960 and 1968. Malnutrition re-
mains widespread in the developing .
regions due to 2 serious lack of -
protein, the source of mental and
physical growth. High death rates .
among young children are attri- -
buted In part to this deficlency.
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CHRONICLE

Jan. 21 - 27

A Diary of Events in Sri Lanka and the World
compiled from English-language dailies published
in Colombo.

MONDAY, JANUARY 21: ‘loint action instead
of competition by all producer nations will be the
answer to save the tea industry and it will be suicidal
to attempt to absorb losses created by energy crisis,’
said spokesmen of the Colombe tea circles. The
Prime Minister, Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike, leaves for
India tomorrow. Eight state corporations are exemp-
ted from the Five-day week: they are Petroleum, Steel,
Tyre, Graphite, Ceramics, Hardware, Qils and Fats
and Leather, Strict checking is being enforced on the
sale of school books, stationery and sugar on the orders
of the Ministry of Trade. The Queen’s personal
obstetrician, Dr. lchn Peel and Prof. Racul Palmer,
a French fertility expert, will be anong delegates from
53 npations who will attend the first International
Congress on the Medical and Scientific aspects of the
Control of Fertility which will be inaugurated at the
Bandaranaike Memorial International Conference Hall
today by the Prime Minister. Magisterial inquiry into
the deaths of 9 persons who died on January 10 at the
IATR seminar concluded in Jaffna will be resumed today.
A seven member Australian Parliamentary delegation
consisting of three Senators and four MPs will visit
Sri Lanka from January 24 to 29. Minister of Industries
Mr. T. B. Subasinghe, had discussions with his counter-
part in Kuwait, Mr. Khalis Al Adasapni. According
to the Sun, 2000 Buddhist monks are expected to parti-
cipate ir the ‘Satyakriya’ on February 5 at Kandy along
with Christian, Hindu and Muslim clergy. The Action
Committee of the Tamil United Front has decided to
observe February 4 as a day of mourning for the 9 people
who died in Jaffna on the conclusion of the IATR seminar.
A section of the CP hardliners are said to be opposing any
mave to reunite with the softliners. Israel will begin
pulling back its troops frem the West Bank of the Suez
Canal on Friday. The US Congsess meets next week
" for crucial talks which could bripg kresident Nixon's
removzl from office.
TUESDAY, JANUARY 22: The Government Medical
Officers’ Association decided at an emergency meeting,
to embark on strike action if the Health Ministry per-
sists in its proposals to prevent the brain-drain by
increasing restrictions cn doctors. According to CP
sources, negotiations for the reunification of the Com-
munist Party are due to begin this week. The rew
legal reforms operative from Thursday, will ensure
independence of justice, avold unnecessary expenditure
and above all speed up cases before courts, Mr. Felix
Dias Bancaranaike, Minister of Justice told a press
conference yesterday. Six positive cases of cholera
were reported to the Ministry of Health from the
Jaffna district. Dr. N. M. Perera, Minister of Finance, re-
turnea to the island yessterday after attending the mee-
tings of the Committee of 20 and the Group of 24in Ro-
me in connectiop with the subject of international inone-
tary reform. A special meeting of the Colombo Municipal
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Council is being held today to elect the' Mayor.  Aust:~

ralia yesterday gifted Srl Lanka 10,082 tons of wheat flour

worth Rs. 20 million. Nearly 2000 buses, about a third

of the CTB's fleet will be off the roads by the end of '

this month because of a lack of tyres and spares. Mr.
J. R. layewardene has summoned a meeting of the
Opposition today. Over six millio~ yards of synthetic
textiles will be produced by Sri Lanka during the first
six menths of this year. An unofficial “mini” non-
ahgned summit to discuss the oil. crisis is expected to
be held in New Delhi on January 25, with heads of
governments of Sri Lanka, India and Yugoslavia.- A
resolution condemning the alleged police attack in
laffna recently where nine people died, was adopted
at a public meeting in Madurai, South India, by the
Madurai Mayor, Mr. 5. Muthu. A ceremonial inaugu-
ration of the Supreme Court and the 16 High Courts
on Thursday will be a state occasicn artended by special
representatives of the President. Under a new trade
pact signed in New Delhi, the Soviet Union will supply
India with one million metric tons of kerosene, 100,000
tons of diesel oil, and 325,000 tons of fertilisers.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23: The Prime Ministei,
Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike, left for India yesterday for
a week-long tour: just prior to her departure, she,
in an exclusive interview to fhe Daily News has des-
cribed her Indian tour and the expected ta'ks with
the Indian Premier as ‘“‘very impcrtant’”. The Indian
Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, was not at the air-
port to receive the Sri Lanka Prime Minister as she was
indisposed. Top ministers of the Indian Cabinet and the
Vice President of India, Mr. G. S. Pathak were at the
airport to receive Mrs. Bandarapnaike. On arrival at
Madras on the first leg ¢f her visit, Mrs. Bandaranaike
was recelved at the Meenambakkam airport by the
Governor of Tamil Nadu, K. K. Shah, Chief Minister,
Mr. Karupanithi and other VIPs. Mr. T. B. Subasinghe,
Minister of Industries and Scientific Affairs arrived in
the island yesterday: he is expected to ~eportto the
Cabinet his talks with the cil producing countries he
visited. Mr. A. H. M. Fowzi of the UNP was elected
Mayor at a special general meeting of the Colombe
Municipal Council yesterday. The Opposition Parliamen-
tary Group which mer yesterday dacided to give notice
of a motion calling for the appointment of a Parliamentary
Select Committee to investigate matters raized in the
statement tabled in the National State Assembly by
Mr. l. R. Jayewardene on lanuary 10. A Superinen-
tendent of Police was sentenced yesterday to three
years Rl and fined Rs. 1,000 for scliciting a bribe of
Rs? 5,000. President Sadat of Egypt flew tu Algiers for
talks on the disengement Agreement . The United
States and Britain are discussing matters arising from
their defence interests in the Indian Ocean area.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 24: The ceremonial
opening of the Supreme Court under the new legal
system takes place at 10 a.m. today: the Acting Prime
Minister, Mr. Maithripa'a Senanayske and the Minister
of Justice, Mr. Felix Dias Bandaranaike will participate
at the ceremony: members of the public too are invited
for the ceremony. Nominations for the Mannar by-
elections will be received today at the Manndr Kach-
cherl. Prime Minister, Mrs. Bandaranaike's visit to
India has receivea front page coverage in all Indian
newspapers. The two Prime Ministers in their two-
hour meeting yesterday discussed the two main
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outstanding Issues —Kachchativu and persons of Indian”

origin in Sri Lenka. Yugoslavia President will also have
talks with the Sri Lanka Prime Minister when he arrives
in India tomerrow. Minister of Industries and Sclentific
Affairs, Mr. T. B. Subasinghe, briefing the Cabinet on
his Middle East visit sald that his mission had been
extremely useful. CP hardliners are now awaiting
‘a positive response’ from the softliners to the peace
feelers sent last week. All accused in the Udugama
DMO assault case were sentenced to jail yesterday
by the Galle Magistrate. A further price hike on
several varieties of oil were imposed in India from
yesterday. British Coal miners moved nearer to all-out
strike action as deadlock persisted on two industrial
fronts and economic gloom deepened. White House
tape recordings and documents that could clear Presi-
dent Nixon of complicity in the VWatergate scandal
are in the possession of the special Prosecutor’s office
and the Grand lury, Vice President Gerald Ford said.
France is being accused by Secretary of State Henry
Kissinger for not playing a constructive role in solving
the interpational oil crisis.

FRIDAY, JANMUARY 25: ‘The changes under the new
adminlstration of justice will make law less alien and
less remote to the common  people’ said the Acting
- Premier, Mr. Maithripala Senanayake, yesterday at
the ceremony held in connection with the inauguration
of the new legal system. The Prime Ministers of
India and Sri Lanka yesterday emphasized the need
for establishing a zone of peace in the Indlan Ocean
and keeping thearea free from the presence of outside
powaers. “Sri Lanka can except a regular supply of
Sil at fair price if relation to world market prices,”
said Mr. T. B. Subasinghe at a press conference yester-
day. The Governmgnt has instructed Sri Lanka's
missions in Washington and London to check on the
truth of a Washington press report that the US has
requested permission from Britain to build a 'serious’
naval bafe on the Indian Ocean island of Diego Garcia
situated between Mauritius and Sri Lanka. The JCTUO
has ratified the decision to demand a 20 per cent wage
hike for private and public sector. Messrs, 5. M. 1.
Mark (FP), S. A. Raheem (UNP), S. P. Emmanuel (Inde-

pendent) and S. A. C. N. Mohamed (Independent) have.

handed in their nominations to contest the Mannar by-
election which will be held on February 25. A Colombe
lawyer was fined Rs. 188,000 yesterday by the customs
for smuggling activities. President Tito of Yugoslavia
was received in Delhi yesterday by President Giri on
his arrival for a five day visit. Syria has agreed for
talks with Isragl on the disengagement of forces along
the Suez Canal: President Sadat of Egypt returned to
Cairo from Rabat at the end of 2 whirl-wind tour of the
Arab states.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 26: The Minister of (rade,
Mr. T. B. lllangaratne, yesterday confirmed that ration
book holders will be issued only half a measure of rice
on the ration from February 1, for some time till the
supply position improved. = Industrial products of Sri
Lanka have exceeded the export target last year by
seven million rupees, The new Mayor of Colombo,
Mr. A. H. M. Fowzl, has said that he will five priority
to water, seavenging, sewerage and street lighting in
the city. Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister, Mrs. Bandaranaike
sald in New Delhi that she looked forward to the time
when it would be possible for the countries of Asia
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to work increasingly in close understanding with each
other. The Minister of Posts and Telecommunications,
Mr. €. Kumarasurler sald that though the postal depart-
ment Is pocketing out approximately two rupees on
each telegram filed yet it is not thinking in terms of
raising the telegraph charges. The impact of the rise
of fuel prices on the tea industry is now being studied
by the Tea Control Department. Energency regulation
were promulgated lsst night making it an offence to
use electricity for floodlighting of any building, tennis
court, grounds or swimming pool, shop window light-
ing and neon signs and similar lighting of 4 decorative
nature. The Ceylon Workers' Congress has asked
the Government to withdraw the Business Turp Over
Tax on kerosene and petrol, se that the copsumers
may get at least some form of relief from the high
prices. Air Ceylon will soon start cargo charters to
cope with the increasing demand for air cargo. Presi-
dent Tito of Yugoslavia was awarded the lawaharlal
Nehru Award for International Understanding. Libyan
President Colonel Gaddafi arrived unaxpectedly “in
Geneva yesterday by special aireraft. Israel has started
to pufl out its trcops eastward across the Suez Canal.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 27: The leaders of India,
Sri Lanka and Yugoslavia discussed ways of strengthening
the policy of non-alignment when they met informally”
yesterday.The Prime Minister,Mrs.Sirimavo Bandaranaike,
witnessed the Indian Republic Day celebrations yester-
day as an ‘“‘honoured chief guest”: the Premier said
yasterday that she was confident of an early solution
to the problem of the stateless Indians in Sri Lanka.
Public wells for all wards is one of the proposals being |
studied by the Colombe Municipality according to
the new Mayor, Mr. A. H. M. Fowzie. British Airways
{formerly BOAC) and Air Ceylon in conjunction with
the UTA have cogpe to gevernment-to-government
arrangement to offer reduced air fares between
Colombo and London. ©ne of the world’s most emi-
nent forensic pathalogists Prof. Cedric Keith Simpson
will be visiting Sri Lanka this week. The cold expe
rlenced now will continue for another two or three
weeks, according to the Meteorological Department.
A number of  young  doctors who have
recently qualified are suspected of having forged
Consultant's signatures on their ‘Appointment Books':
the Colombo Medical Faculty celled in the Government
Examiner of Questioned Documents in this cconnec-
tion and it is undefstaood that eighteen forgeries have
been detected. A "Tass “report says that there are
widespread public protests in India against the Anglo- .
American plans to make Diego Garcia Island in the
Indian Ocean a naval base. President Nixon is likely
to visit the Middle East including Egypt shortly, accord-
ing to the authoriative newspaper Al Ahram: he is
expected to visit the Middle East countries which
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger visited recently.
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Serenity

'METAPHYSICAL

The Concept of
Serenity

by R. €. THAVARAJAH

Superintendent of Pulice,
Vavuniya Divison.

“The Body is ruled by PASSION,
DESIRE and meaningless Ambition
but the Soul is ruled by SEREN-
ITY".  When loseph Gaer, in
his book, What all Religions Believe
expressed this view, he was not
re-iterating an oft-repeated truism
but was giving a meaning to a
dynamic realisation born of true
understanding of Religion. Through
out the ages, through all
the “Changing scenes of Life, Man
has, at various times, succumbed
to the tumult of his mind. The
ravages caused by DESIRE had
wrought crushing blows and that
sense of Insecurity has immersed
him in the mire of lust. He has
been constantly at war with him-
self—a war with no possiblity cf
truce. Destructive forces and
emotions of Hate, insatiability and
the like have resulted in diseases
of the mind as such paronoic de-

pression,  schizophrenic  distur-
bances, delusions and insomnia,
Shakespeare refers to mental

illness in MACBETH—

“Can'st thou not Minister to mind
diseased,

Pluck from the memory a rooted
sorrow,

Raze out the written trouble of
the BRAIN,

And  with some sweet
antidote,

Cleanse the Stuffed Bosom of the
perilous stuff,

Which weighs upon the heart?”

THE EXPERTISE of clinical psy-
chiatry has always Yucceeded in
making a ‘“patch-up” job with
sedatives, Librium, Lagactyl apd
other potent drugs and potions.
These and the Electro-convulsive
therapy with their soporofic effect
create a certain settledness of the
mind. It was Shakespeare who
refers to the “innocent sleep, sleep
that knits up the ravelled sleave of
CARE, the death of each day's life,
sore labour’s bath, balm of hurt

oblivious
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minds, great NATURE'S second course,
Chief nourisher in Life's feast.”
To my mind, the real re-assy-
rance comes from the strong and
unfailing FAITH in Religion which
ushers in peace and serenity through
worship and meditation. This is
so clearly expressed in the ides
of “THE PEACE of GOD which
passecth all understanoing.” Dr.
H. T. Munshi In his article entitied
“Wondrous Wisdom of Yoga Vasi-
stha", in Bhavan’s fournal says, “‘if
Bagavadgita is my guide when des-
pondency assails me and intricate
problems of life seem insoluble.
a perusal of Yoga Vasistha uplifts
my mind to flights of plausible
scientific fancy, beyond the grasp
of modern research and Science.”

DISCIPLINE.  We have for cur
edification the thoughts so lucidly
and inspiringly expressed in many
of the Christian Hymnals which
are rare purple passages of poetic
excellence. | shall refer to one
of them:—

Drop thy still dew of QUIETNESS
Till all our strivings cease,

Take from our souls the strains
and stress

And let our ordered lives confess
The Beauty of Thy Peace.
Breathe through the heat of our
DESIRE

Thy coclness and thy balm
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire,

Speak through the earthquoke,
wind, and fire,
O still small voice of CALM.”

MR. H. JINADASA SAMARAK-
KODY, President of the All Ceylon
Buddhist Congress at its 54th
Annual Sessions at Gampaha said
“The daily reports in the news-
papers of the number cf suicides
appear te be mostly restricted
to youth and adoloscents and these
dc not appear to be s0 much due
to economic distress s it is to a

lack of inner mental peace that
can be achieved OPLY by the
discipline of Religion.” One can-

not agree with him more when
cne reads the real meaning of
DISCIPLINE and nor be misled by
the word loosely used to mean 2 me-
re obediencz to orders by the con-

notation of a “vigilant discip-
line In the path of righteous
living.”

It was Blair who defined it as
“*The Discipline which corrects the

baseness of worldly passions, forti-
fies the heart with virtuous princi-
ples, enlightens the mind with
useful knowledge and furnishes it
with enjoyment from within itself.”

THE EGO. “Know then thyself,
presume not God to scan,
The proper study of Mankind is

Man."'

Mrs. Ratna Navaratnam, former
Director of Education, Northern
Division, in her inestimable book
entitled "The Testament of TRUTH”
refers to the illustrious Yogar
Swamy’s verse in NAT CHINTHANA!

“In TRANQUILITY—'Tis thyself you

become aware,

In discerment—'Tis thyself you
realise.
In Thoughts unceasing—'Tis thy-

self you reflect,
In  conversation—"Tis
discover ™

thyself' you

The Buddhist concept of “sub-
jugating the sinister power of the
Ego is consonant with the Hindu
ideology as is given in the Bhagavad
Gita:—

“DESIRE flows into the mind of
the seér

But he is never disturbed.
The seer knows PEACE:

The Man who stirs up his own lusts
Can never know PEACE.

He knows peace who has forgotten
DESIRE.

He lives without craving.
Free from EGO, Free from PRIDE."

The Buddhist thought also dwells
with the MENTAL ELEMENT of
ill-will which brings in its  wake
restless pature of brooding over
evil acts done in the past— Self
remonstrance for ill-considered ac-
tivities, This destructive element
might be expressed as fears and
ANXIETIES, Unhappiness, sorrows
and lamentations. They are mental
states with Unhappiness in add’
tion to being physical. . .Forbear-
ance (KANTHI) is one of the per-
fections required for BUDDHA-
HOOD. It constitutes one of the
Four Abidings of Noble Living
(BRAHMA VIHARAS). It is one
of the three forms of right think-
ing (Sama Sankappa) that provides
the motivation of ti.e practice of
the Noble Eightfold Path, the way
of Life for the Buddhists, which
r‘oc;ljres PEACE and Happiness on
arth."
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FAITH. To quote again from loseph
GAER, ““Man's religious quest be-
gan with FEAR of the Unknown
which he tried to control through
Magic, totem and taboo. But, as
his knowledge increased so did
his religious maturity.

Fear became FAITH—a fact that
life has a meaning and purpose.”
It Is, therefore, apparent that Faith
(SADDHA) occupies the primary
position in the quest of Enlighten-
ment— Faith should be accompanied
by Energy and Wisodm. The
place of Saddha in Buddhism is
best illustrated in the following
verse from the Sutta Nipata:

“By Faith, the flood is

By earnestness the sea.
By Vigour, ill is passed,
. By WISDOM cleansed is ‘he.”

The Scientist and the ATHEIST
would rather take away God and
religion and let man dwell only
on-. the empirical facts without
proposing any worthy and consi-
derable end of life. It was Montes-
qieu who said—"The pious man
and the atheist always talk of Reli-
gion. The one of what he loves,
and the other of what he fears."”

crossed

In order to ascertain the Hindu .
concept in this context, we derive '

an abundance of thought - provgk-
ing and inspiring pronouncements.
Each Right Act must be preceded

by TRANQUHLITY apd, Tranquility, .

according to the Bhagavad Gita,
«comes to him who deals with the
objects of the sense not loving,
not hating, making them serve
his FREE SOUL which remains
SERENELY LORD". The true path
to tranquility is though Self-Abne-
gation and this, according to the
Gita, can bgachieved by the practice
of Two all inclusive virtues “LOVE
AND NON--ATTACHMENT. The
latter is the same ¢hing as that of
“HOLY INDIFFERENCE”. Aldous
Huxley in his introducton to the
Bhagavad Gita writes “HE WHO
2.2 ERS EVERY ACTION TO GOD,”
writes Camus “Summarising his
Master’s teachings” and has no
aims save HIS GLORY, will find
REST everywhere, even amidst the
the most violent commotions.”

THERE IS definitely something so
beautifully and tunefully syncretis-
tic in the notion of contemplation
and MEDITATION, which according
to Simmons, is “'the nurse of thought
and thought, the food for medi-
t~+ian".. It Is also the tongue of
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the Soul and also the language of
the spirit.”  Whether it is the
practice of Yoga according to the
Hindus, or Mecitation according
to the Buddhists, or the CONTEM-
PLATIVE PRAYER
the Christians, the effort is towards
SERENITY”. TRANSCENDENTAL
Meditation—"“the practical aspect
of the Science or Creative Intelli-
gence has been accepted as” an
inherent, integrated physiological
response during the nervous system
experience rest more refreshing,
than sleep and rids itself of deep
rooted stresses.’” It will be futile
for me in this short attempt to
deal 2t length with the views ex-
pressed so infallibly by great reli-
gious thinkers on the power of
Meditation.

Even the Poet Alfred Lord Tenny-
son in his “Morte D’ Arthur says
“More things are wrought by
Prayer than this world dreams of.”
And, by Prayer, he did not mean
the mechanical repetition of some
stereo-type stanza from a Prayer
Book. “He Prayeth Best who
loveth Best” and even the Buddha
said” The greatest Prayer is
PATIENCE.”

TODAY'S TUMULT. In the mad
rat race of today. in the insane
pace of fast and loose living of
Free love, debauchery and over
indulgence, the youth are wasting
their time sinking downward day
after day ~nd making their life one
continued series of errors. |t was
CICERO who said A youth of
Sensuality and intemperance deli-
vers a worn-out body to old age.
He also added that "in the deca-
dence of DESIRE—the Thirst of
Desire is pever filled nor fully
satisfied.  Shakespeare in Hamlet
refers to Insatiability "“As if increase
of appetite had grown by what it
fed on.”

Aldous Huxley in his book
“TOMORROW, AND TOMOR:
ROW AND TOMORROW ,”

borrowing the title from Shakes-
peare’s Macbeth, speaking of the
devaluation and depreciation of the
mind states that the problem of
tomorow would be not want of
food or overpopulation but LEI-
SURE—What man is going to do
with his leisure. The Youth of

Today have their problems. There

is no one who can help them.

His parents are too busy with
their Socie-economic problems, vhe
Tutors are too busy trying to k22»

according to.

Serenity

to Schedule and depzrtmental re-
quirements, the religlous Leaders
are too busy with Sacerdctal duties
and some unfortunately are indulging
in “extramural activities”.. When
the wordly pleasures begin to pall,
the Youth of affluent countries are
finding their way to the East—the
Mystic East in the hope of obtaini-
ing, like “‘instant coffee”—instant
SERENITY.

They have failed to discover
themselves and they are trying to
seelk a Sadhu, a fakir, “sitting under
a tree half-naked or with flowing
robes materialising holy ash and
performing other MIRACLES. They
may come across “WOG" (Wes-
ternised Oriental Gentleman) who,
over a beer, may say sardonically,
quoting Rudyard Klpﬁng" The East
is East and the VVest is West, and
N'er the Twain shall’ meet.”

KNOWLEDGE...FOR WHAT! Man
today is trying to acquire greater
knowledge— Knowledge of the Earth,
its surroundings, the space and
outer space. He is becoming
powerful with his scientific know-
ledge. Some of them are looking
for God in outer space. What
are they looking for! Do they
expect to see an Old man in 2
Red Robe with a benign face carry-
ing & big bag of toys and willing
to distribute to the anxious boys—
the petty tin soldiers who would
like to play with aeroplanes, tanks,
battle ships for self aggrandisement.
It is quite a confusedly contrary

Profits

The world's biggest oil con-
cern, Exxon (known prior to
November 1972 as Standard Oil

of New Jersey) has aanounced
that it proposes to increase
its investments to £ 16,000

million in the next four years.
This followed reports that two
other U.S. oil companies—Te-
xaco and Gulf Oil—were putt-
ing more money into the oll
industry.

As a result of the increase
in ofl prices caused by the fuel
crisls, Exxcn profits broke all
records last year. Company exe-
cutives claim, however, that to
finance their investment pro-
gramme profits will have to
be increased further.




Frem The Easy Chair

attitude for them to do so. -t is
I'ke a person who does not belleve
in Fairies but he is doing his
utmost to lcok for them, and,
not finding them, may say ‘“Maybe,
| was going too fas.” \With the
spark of divinity within themselves,
why are they trying to see GOD
in outer space or any other
cf the firmament?

The great discoverers of today
are trying either to debunk or
discover everything but themsel-
veés. There is so much of NOISE
in the process. It was Carlyle who
said— “SILENCE is the element in
which great things fashion them-
selves together” and it was Emer-
son who said ‘‘Let us be silent that
we may hear the whispers of the
Gods." By silence they did not
mean the mere physical absence
of sound but, as Shri Swami Rama

Theertha put it, "The beautiful
calm of that superconsciousness
which transcends the limits of

body and mind, where all sound
dies, where the sun and the moon
get dissolved, where the whole
Cosmos ripples like a dream and
is eddied into the INFINITE."
Perennial Peace is diffused there
and Man is entirely lost in GOD".

“Neither the Sun shines, nor spark-
les the Moon,

Pranas and SQUND are hushed
into SILENCE.

All life resposes in Soul's sweet
siumber,

No God, No Man, no cosmos there
no Soul,

Naught but golden CALM
PEACE and SPLENDOUR.”

In the present context of cen-
flict, duality, pretence, to 2 world
at War with the machinations
of Megalomaniacs, Intent so avari-
ciously on xpansion transferring
global peace into a global grave-
yard, the firm hand of reason points
inexorably the way tc Peace through
religion. The self-righteous in
spite of their insanity are asking
themselves “What am'I"" not rea-
lising that if we have not PEACE
within ourselves it is futile to seek
it from outward sources. There-
fore, the urgently peritnent ques-
tlon Is “Am [ at peace with myself.”

and

" THE ONLY SOLUTION

Water, Water,
Every Where

by CANAX

WHEN PEOPLE ask me if | don't
fina the never-ending water cut
irritating, agitating and downright
unbearable, | say no and mean it.
| am not bothered in the least since
| have got myself ample stocks of
arrack in reserve to tide me cver
the crisis, and if that isn't water,
| don’t know what is.

| have told my wife this, too,
but she thinks | am enly indulging
my death-wish. If our water is
undrinkable, she says, my arrack
is even worse. That is not her
only complaint, thcugh. “You
are happy with your old stuff,”
she said the other day. “but what
about us?"

| don't think I'm being unreason-
able keeping the precious liquid
largely tc myself. Ask any drinking
man and he'll agree with the steps
| have taken toward conservation.
She can have it, of course, providea
she takes it in moderation, but
I'm not sure she can, or wills What
| mean is, you can'r go guzzling
it liberally at the rate of six glasses
minimum a d2y the way you would
water on tap. That's free, but the
one in the bottle isn’t.

SHE'S SO FED UP about the pro-
fonged water shortage she has
been thinking of seeking urgent
outside assistance to get over the
problem. | got alarmed when she
indicated as much because | knew
she had been on her knees every
night for months now imploring
divine intervention.

“If Heaven won't hear you,”
| advised, “you'd do well to realise
the sky's the limit. There's no
place else you can go."”

“j was thinking of going only
as far as Moscow this time,” she
explained, which really puzzled me.

“You mean Uncle Leo!” | cried.
‘You're wasting your time, dear,
for ho’s too busy on the hot line
with Uncle Dick finding a2 solution

in the Middle Fast to devote time
finding water for you in Sri Lanka.”

“l meant the ones who are al-
ready here."”

“Who told
Ambassador

d you the Russian
is a water deviner?"

“Not him, silly,”" she snapped.
Il meen the team operating off
the coast of Mannar.”

“But those guys are here looking
for oil," | explained.

"So what!"' she countered. “They
can also look for water while they
are abour it and kill two birds,
so to speak."

“They can't do both 2t the same
time,” | Insisted,

A STATEMENT like that really
puts. her back up, in 3 manner of
speaking, of course. She gets stub-
born, defiant, argumentative and
quite impossible. “They sa’y they
are looking for oil, right?” she

demanded with deliberation.
“Roger,” | snapped crisply.
“What's the guarantee they'll
find ic?”
“None wha.ever,” | said, "“but

If God has put oil under our feet
trust the Russians to find it

“That's exactly what | mean",
she cried. "“If the good Lord has
also put water there, what's so
difficult about finuing that?”'

“Impossible!” | shouted, irrita-
ted by the surprising simplicicy
of her logic.

You keep saying that,'" she sighed
vbut for God's sake why?”
don’t

vwBecause oil and water

mix thats why."”

She seemed altogether put out
by that. Throwing caution and
common sense to the winds, she
*urned on me to demand, “‘Since
when!” as though npature had
with my cennivance pulled a fast
one on her.

THE QUESTION stumped me, |
must in honesty admit. | tried to
recollect the exact date but, un-
fortupately, my memory was mest
unequal to the task. So | dismissed
it with a vague, “Ch, definitely
from the time | was in college
which makes it 1947, but even then |
think teacher said oil and water,
simply don't mix, so my impres-
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sion is they never have and, unless
the impossible happens, never will."

“Which means the Russians are
out?”

“| suggest you not distract

them with your bright ideas,”
1 said.
“Then, even il we don't have

water, at least we can soon drink
0“”
“You're being cruel,”” she cried,
“You mean crude?”

“l don’t know why | keep asking
you,” she said, “'but what cre we
going to do?”

“It's pot as bad as all that,” |
soothed her.  “Why don't" you

. look nearer home for heip!”

“Like who— Cardinal Cooray!”

| hadnt thought of him, really,
but when she suggested ic | did
and nodded assent.

SHE SHOOK her head. ‘'He's a
very busy man, | thinlk."

“‘“What on earth, or outside, is he
so busy about!”

“The Catholic Students
tion.” | didn't know what she was
talking about but there are times,
like this one, when it it better
not to know. So | let it pass.

“I was actually t;inking of some
experts who'll do the job in a
jifiy,” | said.

“Local or foreign!?"

“Experts are all local” | teld
. her “If you don’t believe me,
just check the staff list of UN
Agencies.”s 5

“You're not having the Planning
Mipistry in mind, are you?”

“No,” | replied. ‘“You get only
prophets there whose whole job
is. to predict.”

“These experts of yours,'” she
went on. ‘‘What are their creden-
tials?"'

‘‘Good, very good, as far as |
know."”

“Been in the field for decades,

supposel”

“That’s just the polnt,”’ | said,
“They have not and are short on
experience, in the strict sense,
but long on success which came
.. them: almost instantly.”
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“You sesm to be sold on them,
anyway,” she remarked. “Have
they done anything big recently?”

“Of course they have,” | criad.
“There’s the Food Drive, for one.”

“That's really big,”” she admitted.
“Do they operate Individually or
as a group!?”

“MNot just & group,” | said.
“They're formed themselves into
one of the leading public companies
in the private sector?”

“Funny | haven’t heard of the
name,” she mused. “What's it
cailed?”

21 R Co Lt

“Where exactly was
recent success!”

“In Attanagalla, and also in Anu-
radhapura.”

“Both successfully?"

“Yes, bur one was a smashing
success.”

“If we engage them, what will
they do?"

“Nothing, really,” | replied. “All
they have to do for success is have
company personnel converge on
the Labugama and Kalutuwewa
reservoirs. at once.”

“You mean for drilling?”

“*No, for just sitting.’”

its most

“etel=te-

RESEARCH
VEGETABLE OILS
London,

Developing nations are likely to
benecfit from resesrch into the

producrion of vegetable oils at a
British upiversity. The worlk has
been financed by a grant of £ 5,700
from the trustees of the lever-
hulme Trust Fund and will b=
ca-ried on in the department of
bicchemistry at the University of
Sheffielu, ncrthern England,
M. W. Fowler.

“egetable oils are an important
foed commodiry beth in Western
Furcpe and the Third World”
said Dr. Fowler. “Qur research
will be into tine methods of gatting
mere oll cut of plant tissue and we
are hoping to learn how the Elant
controls production 2na what helps
it make oil. Although we have
an understanding of the general
bioclemistry of the synthesic of

by Dr.

- lizards and dragon-flies .

From The .Easy Chair

fats and cils in plants, we hav®
little information as to the provi®
sion by the plant of the materials
necessary to provide tnis synthesls
ner of the ways in whizh it Is con-
trolled.”

“The knowledge will be im-
portant on both etonomic and
social "grounds and it is hoped that
the investigations will allow better
usage of natural resources. “Ths
main vegetable oil producer to
be studied is the ofl palm. This
means that developing nations will
probably benefit most,” added Dr.
Fowler.  “They will be able not
only to get more food value from
the oil palm, but the productivity
will also have economic value to
them through exports.”

Present work at the university
has been carried out with certain
types of plant cells grown in cul-

induced to

ture, which, when
divide and differentiate, will pro-
duce larger amounts of fatty
material.

==t
BACKGROUND
The Bushmen first appeared in

southern Africa somewhere bet-
ween 12,000 and (5,000 years ago.
For a long time these nomads,
who hunted and gathered wild
fruit and vegetables for their basic
subsistence needs, were masters
of a vast territory extending from
the Cape of Good Hope to the
Orange River and Botswana. Dri-
ven by the white colonialists from
the south and by the Bantu tribes
fron® the north, they were forced
to withdraw beyond the Caledon
River, where they live to this
day. Accodring to the 1967 figures,
there are about 50,000 of them and
they live in small groups, mainly in
the Kalahari Desert and in Bots-
wana, Namibia, Angola and South
Africa.

They are of short stature—about
I.5 metres, with a leathery yellow
skin and short, tightly coiled hair.
They have never grown any crops
or bred any stock. They wander
from place to place and pitch their
camps some alstance from water
in order not to scare away animals.
Besides hunting wild game, the
Bushmen look for herbs, roots,
If there
is no water, they drink the juice
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of wild melons or the gastric juice
of antelopes.

The Bushmen have no written
fapguzge. They often name their
children after some event which
has coincided with their birth.
A boy, far instance, may be called
Raging Fire if he is born during a
bush or savananh fire, while a girl
may be named Little Locust if
she sees the light of day during
an invasion of these insects.

There aresno rude werds in the
Bushmen's vocabulary.  Kindness
and cencern for others are one of
their distinguishing traits. They
do not know what theft or any
other crime is. They have no
private preperty. |If there is food,
everybody eats. [f there is none,
they all go hungry.

P. Diktov

A Million in Five Minutes

Theodore Dreiser once wrote
how enterprising speculators
filled their pockets by starting
rumours going at the Exchange.
But the trick played in Paris
on December 6, 1973 beats
everything. On that day the
French capital was rocked by
a rumour of President Nixon's
death. [t was soon denied of
course. But there is what Le
Figaro wrote in its December
8-9 issue: “lt was in fact a stock-
exchange operation undertzken
by several clever but dishonast
financiers. They succeeded in
befuddling 2 journalist of @ raido
chain and he "“officialized” the
news by broadcasting it. The
finaciers then scld the gold they
hed bought at a cheaper price
in other markets. The price
of gold had risen sharply withi-
a few minutes on account of
the anxiety caused by  the
anouncement of the American
Fresident’s death. The profit
thus made is estimated at one
million francs.” The paper
added that the police could
not call the swindlers to account

because French criminal law
provides. no penalty for taking
advantage of peoples’ gulli-
bility.
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THE NEW FACE?
By INNA

Sri Lenka was at one time 2 land of villages, the chief towns being
Colombo, Galle, laffna and Kandy. The villages were generally near water,
and so, in the valleys. There were few roads and the people were self-
contained, and ssif-sufficient. Poor on the whole, the people had their

chiefs, their

nonks, craftsmen and peasants.

No nostalgia needed for the past except for one thing: the king, the
tank and the temple seemed to be pivotal points in the life of our people.
Home gardens may have grown cinnamon. coffee, sugar, indigo, cotton,
opium and cardamoms. We are told that large areas in the coastline had

coconuts.

Then came the
form, which some significant his-
torians have callea 'negative re-
forms more than positive’ (G. C.
Mendis, Today and Yesterday, 1957).
Ceylon was given » new face but
at whot a cost! “However radical
the reforms, it was not easy to
change either the ways or attitudes
to life of a conservative and ancient
people”, says the eminent his-
torian.

Then the coffee rush was upon
us; British officials who alone had
capital. and capitalises frem India
and Britain came in, or cashed in.
Crown lands were scld. In 10
years {1845) 367 plantations were
opened and  £30.000,000 invested.
In 1847 coffee crashed, wes revived
in 1850°s and was hit by.the pest
in 1880.

Till this sinful period came aleng’
Ceylon's economy was dominantly
agrarian but now, greed of other
people made it dominantly commer-
cial and capitalistic. Ceylon's
revenue came now, not from paddy
but from tea and rubber. Commu-
nications and ‘‘communities” deve-
loped due to the plantations.
Trains took lovely loops and incl-
ines in hill-country: the plantations
just has to be served.

Colebrocke re-

What about the Kandyan and
other peasants and their villages?
We just can't be bothered! No extra
fove for ws from this great christian
country.

As the historian puts It: the first
roads in the hill country were for
military reasons and the second
reason  was administrative, The
antire machinery was gsared to
the trade and c¢ommerce, and
pockets were slowly being lined

with gold thread, if you know what
I mean.

Five years ago, the unwary tra-
veller said: “Oh how lovely: the
winding road and rail-track in the
hills. Unlike the French in Yietnam,
these coalonizers of Ceylon really
loved us and opened up the roads
and the backward areas, etc., etc.”

Today we know the terrible
draw that vested interests had.
“Trinity” and *“St. Antonys” may

still  produce the successors of
those men who believed in the
equality of man as in the Gospel

out who rode con their backs to
get iust a little bit more.

It may be that their successors—
or a good many of them—aie now
having second thoughts. And the
Trinity, christians tell us is the
source of relationships, and §.
Antony worked the miracle of
raising the dead o life and not -
putting to death the living.

COLOMBO slowly grew in size,
It came up, slowly: urban, slum-
belt, suburban. Those who bene-
fitted most from the Tea venture
were “‘low-country Sinha.lese” who
advanced much tnder Dutch rule
earlier, in education, rule of law.
They .took contracts to open the
country for plantations, for the
Dutch, master-buildrs, had taug':
them carpentry home buildings:
transports and |/4 of coffee be-
lopged to them.

What an upheaval.
~ And we seem to be still groan-
ing (under the heel of?) in the
face of this face-lift in Ceylon's
economy  of the list ceptury.
O Ceylon Teo, will your sales go
down if you become SRI LANKA TEA?
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Life | Goes On

by ANATORY BUKOBA

December 20,

The hour is late, and as | also
put in only a short appearance
at the Shamba, | am going to find
it difficult to find something to say.
We have had much rain, and the
talk is that if all this rain is good
for the paddy-fields, it is not good
for the high-land cultivations.
High land, or godda iddung as it is
known in Sinhelese, covers every-
thing that is not paddy-field. Too
much water *here is said to make
plants rot. The paddy-tield can
do with this water, unless the whole
of the paddy goes under. water,
in which case much the same thing
happens; the paddy rots.

Our place looks more planted
up now. There are plantain trees
in all sorts of surprising places,
and they are doing well. | saw
no evidence of monkeys the Iist
two days. The river is so full and
muddy, | was shy of bathing in it,
aud | preferred a well. Had | been
constantly on the place though,
I do not think | weculd have had
any such inhibitions, for then one
gets used to the conditions ,and
sheer necessity makes one accept
them. For the most part we have
never boiled the water from the
river and no one has came to quit
drinking this water yet. | prefer
to let muddy water lie longer in
the kalla-geddi before drinking it.
To do this you have to have two
Kalla-geddies in use, one with the
newly drawn water, and the other
for imuediate use.

The house has stood up well
to the rain, it is still standing.
The health of the family is better
‘now -

-December 27,

On my way to the Shamba, |
bought nine pounds of Wattakka
or pumpkin. Nine pounds is more
than a green grocer would have wei-
ghts for, and so five pounds of
manioc was weighed out, and then
the weights were added to the
manioc. In this way, we learnt
the weight - of the nine-pound
pieces of pumpkin. It was nearly
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half of the whole fruit. Three of
us adults and three small children
disposed of the pumpkin in cne
meal. It was cocked with salt,
there was no coconut. We ate the
pumpkin plain, and very tasty it
was. [t cost twenty-five cents a
pound.

As soon as | got to the Shamba,
| put my two bags on the nearest
bed, and | started trimming the
grass on the road-side at once.
There was the lightest of drizzles,
and it was lucky that | started
when | did, as it came on to rain
just as | was finishing the wverge.
That was the only work | was
able to do today, the rain has not
really let up since it started.

The ti?fy
great difference fo the whole
setting of the place. |t means that
one “tiny” bit of the acre looks
civilized, and it must make a diff-
erence, too, to the people who
live in the house.

The man who has the house now
has been quite active. All except
the smallest in the family were ill
while | was away. They had eaten
nothing since breakfast yesterday
until | turned up with the Wattakka
this morning. I|:1 spite of all this,
the members of the family look
well.

January 4,

This is my first day on the Shamba
for the New Year,

Monkeys, great
were sitting on the road to the
Shamba this morning, and they
were reluctant to move until |

was nearly on them, and then
they went off as if they owned
the place. The family looked well,

but the youngest was having het
fever, which comes on every morn-
ing and leaves by the evening.

More plantain suckers had been
put down, and manioc. The area
about where the plantains have
been inost thickly sown has been
cleared with the mammoty, and
this is in front of the house. The
weeds were not as long or as bad
as | thought they might be.

The pineapple is still there,
and so is the original passion fruit
and two more have been planted.
Some of the chilli, which had been
sown months ago, have some quite
big pods on them. Oh wonder
of wanders!, the little sorghum

grass verge makes a.

big wanderoo, -

The One Acre Farm

‘we- have is very high or tall.
Wanderoo have been attacking
what has been planted  recently,
the manioc especially. £

The paths are much overgrown
and the morning dew wets one's
sandals.  Last night was bitterly
cold and tonight the cold promises
to be no better.

The family gets by on very little
food. Dinner is thelr big meal,
and tonight they haa nothing to
eat. The cooking plantain | brou.
ght them was next to useless with-

‘out the coconut which they did

not have. Some on® told me that
the coconut she had bought had
cost her seventy-five cents! The
price of rice is going down. Some-
ane 2sked me Rs. 4/50 for a measure.
| retaliated by buying only half
a measure. The rice which | had
been offered at Rs. 4/-, | found
was underweight. | hear that rice
can be had at Rs. 3/50, but | have
yet to find the place.

The plantain trees that | planted |
so many months ago are alive and
healthy-looking, but thef do not
seem to be growing at all. | hope
the newer lot do better, they have
been put down in & rather different
place.

As for our Shamba, | have not
contracted to feed the family
living on it, but when they have
no food, and there are children
about, | cannot just do nothing-
Something has to be done about it.

January 5,

Half a day went by with the
head of the family not at work
either on the farm, or away. So
he was peither earning something
to feed his family, nor working
gn tha Shamba against a rainy day.
in England, in the mines, there
was what with the passage of time
become iniquitous | should think,
that if you worked 2 full working
week of five days, you had a bopus
of a day’s pay thrown in for that
week with your pay packet. You
become accustomed to earning a
certain amcunt of meoney a week,
bonus if you call part of it or not,
and if that is granted one's pay
even with a bonus, can be said to
be adequate!? So, if you lost a day’s
work, you did in fact lose two
day’s pay, and earned pay for only
the four actual days that you
worked. The sudden.drop from
3ix to four days In the money you
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* The One Acre Farm

-earned was 1 strong deterrent
not to miss a day's work -at all,
for a doctor's certificate was of
no help, except in the matter of
keeping your job, should you be
ill a long time. Yet, people, |
noticed, did regularly miss a day's
work a week, married men, too,
and these men were in many ways
the most balanced of the lot. In
just that way, my friend might vave
had a strong case for not working
but not, | thought, when the onus
of replacing«some of what he had
lost fell on me.

This evening | did a litle mowing
of grass, the vici katha again, and
| set an ancient heap of rukbish
on fire. | regret to say that a whole
family, or families, of mice were
burnt to death. Only one escaped.
| wish they had perished instantly

. but it was pot to be. am no
friend of mice, but | was sorry
just the same, for few people like
causing unnecessary pain.

Tonight | was able to get some
rice cheaply, and | gladly spent
the money to acquire it. Some of
the trees have branches lopped
off to give a little light to the newly-
planted plantain trees. The soli-
tary teak sapling has survived.
The family thought it was dead,
hidden as it was under a covering
of weed.

January 9,

Alarming | find it when | turn
up at the Shamba, and find that
my partner has not hired himself
out for work that day; nor he
has any other way of feeding his
family. Add to this that he has
not gone to work for some days,
and our situation appears even
more alarmihg.

Last night | sent some cowpea
to the family by my partnar's
hand. It was only a chundoo at Rs.
I/-. Two chundoos | took to where
| was staying the night. Cowpea
has this to say for itself, that it
tastes good, that it can be eaten
plain, and that it does not need
any coconuts in its preparation,
for coconuts are -/75 cents each
now, whereas they used to be -/35
cents eleven months ago. Cowpea has
to be soaked in warer for some
hours before it is cooked. So my
friend went to sleep, and then he
got up at || p.m. and cooked the
cowpea.

This morning | took the family
a handful of ready-made cowpea,
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and another chundoo of the un-
cooked cowpea, and a few plantains
at -/06 cents each, | found that
they were drying some meat. |
used the Vici Katha on the grass
and weed around the entrance
to the public’s descent to the
river, Every little bit | do, | find,
makes a great difference to the
appearance of the place.

My partner has collected a large
quantity of some horbal medici-
nal plant, whose name | cannot
repeat just now. Cloudy it has
been, but rain has kept off.

January 18,

There has not been much growth
as it has pot rained. The house
looked almest deserted as | appro-
ached; no scund, no voices. The
mother and her two daughters
in. The small son is away: in
Colombo | was told. The father
had gone out to look for work.
He had been ill thres days with a
thorn prick, off work, and he spent
them in the house. The planted-
up area loooked tidy, the plantain
suckers in rows, the manioc not
looking out of place. There was
wattakka down, too looking green
and nice. My little teak sapling
looked a little dry or brittle, but
not dead. The older murunga
and plantain trees looked all right.
Beyord the house, the grass looked
much overgrown but then | have
not cut for some time.

As usual there was no food in
the house, and there was' no cer-
tainty the father would bring any
back either. The woman asked
me for twenty-five cents to buy
some juggery, | gave her fifty.
It was all | could spare. That left
me with not much more than Rs.
5/-. With the son away, the elder
daughter, age four, was sent to
the shop for the juggery. | bought
her a patty for another twenty-
five cents, and | asked her to eat it.
¥When | caught up with her, she
had not eaten it and said she was
taking it home. The cost of tha:
patty was all | felt | could spare.
With Saturday as w-ll as Sunday.
a holiday, | had noidea when | would
get some more money, and | had
just enough to get me to Colombo.

January 27,

There is what one might call a
minor drought on, which has made
my task of clearing easier. The
grass on the verge of the road

above the house centin.ies to-grow,
but not much efse.. .

The man in the house has been
sick for a few days and upable
to go to work, and as his family
has no money, | wonder how they
manage without food. So | had to
give them something to tide them
over this lean period.

The original plantain trees |
put in do not seem to be growling
at all. Their leaves are a fine green,
but that is all that can be said for
them. The plantain trees put in
by the present occupier of the
house seem to have died, or on
their way out; the murunga trees
planted by me appear to have
lost their leaves, but in such a
way that | find it hard not to think
that they were done by an enemy
or by ‘monkeys, or surely they

would =ll have lost their leaves
at the same time. The newly,
planted murunga have lost all

their new growth, too. One jak
sapling planted right beside the
house does not szsem to be doisg
all right. “With the house closed
in like a fortress, or a hovel, it is
not possible to look out of it as
we could before, and | really sus-
pect monkeys. When all are in

the house, all contact between
them and t.e acre is lost. This
last month or more, | have had

to be away much, but once the
com'ng fortnight is over, | hope
to resume work on the Shamba
and to move in myself into 2 new
house. The plare is sull clean and
that is a blessing. | asked about
the price of rice, and | was told
progressively that it was Rs. 4/50,
Rs. 4/25, and Rs. 3/75.

© ©

Added Attraction

Raquel ~ Welch's shattered
nose, Mae West minus one arm,
Barbra Streisand devoid of an
eye—these and other disfigured
figures of film stars met the
visitor's eye recently at the
Hollywood Wax Museum. During
the night, someone wielding an
ax or 2 hammer had indulged in
an orgy of vandalism. The
proprietor, after recovering from
the shock, turned the misfor-
tune into a box-office attraction
with a brand new exhibition
of the grisly casualities.
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INDO-CLYLON

The New Sirimavo - Indira Accord

by LANKAPUTRA

As a result of Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike's visit to India recently the
outstanding problem of the 150,000 persons of Ind'an origin resident in Sri
Lanka not covered by the original Indo-Ceylon Agreement of 1964 (popu-
1arly krown as the Sirima-Shastri pact) has been settled. L

Under the terms of the original pact, it will be remembered, India

agreed to accept the repatriaticn of 525,000 persons

back to her shores,

while we agreed to grant citizenship to 300,000 persons. The whole process
as to be spread out over a |5-year period. The problem of 150,000 persons

W

IT I5 the fate of these 150,000
prrsons of Indian origin resident

. here that has now been “solved,

. persons involved,

with India agreeing to accept half
‘the number while we will confer
citizenship rights on the rest.
Thus, of the total number of 975,000
when ‘the whole
scheme has been . implemented
through . the two pects arrived
at in 1964 and 1974, India would
have absorbed 600,000 persons,
while we weuld have given citizen-
ship rights to 375,000 persons.

Way back in 1964, there were
some who poohed-poohed the &n-
tire Sirima-Shastri Patt as an un-
principled one, based on ifigglery
with. figures more suited fo a deal
relating so animals rather than
human beings. There may be some
cruth in this accusation when
judging the Sirima-Shastri pact on
its various provisions alone. But
the whole agreement will be vie-
wed differently if seen in the
light of the history of the problem
and the varicus sttempts made
to solve it.

THE PROBLEM between India and
Sri Lanka is ap old one, created
by the influx into this island of
vast numbers of Indian labourers
to worl the plantations as a source
of cheap labour. And even before
the attainment of independence by
the two countries, this was a matter
that was taken up for discussien
between the leaders of the two
states.

One of the first attempts at
solution was through the D. §
Senanayake-Bajpai tallks held in the
late 1930°s. These failed. Nor did
the talks held with Indian repre-
septatives succeed after Ceylon
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‘as lefc unsolved to be sertled -at a later date.

was granted independence in 1948
and Mr. Senanayake took up th®
matter again in his new capacity
as the first Prime Minister o
Ceylon.

When his son., Dudley Senana-
yake took up the matter again
with the Indian Premier, Jawahar-
fal MNehru, (when they met in
London for the coronation of
Queen Elizabeth in 1953), the
matter had been complicated some-
what by the enactment of the
citizenship laws by this courtry.
This had embittered relations bet-
ween India and Ceylon. It was
therefore no cause for surprise when
Dudley Senanayake failed to make
any headway in his talks with
Pandit Nehru.

SOON AFTER he succeaded Dudley
Senanayake as Prime Minister, Sir
lohn Korelawela came to an agree-
ment with Nehru which was hailed
in some quarters as a victory for
Sri Lanka and viewed with doubt
in others as one that will break down
due to different interpretations that
would be given by the two sides
to the various provisions of the
agreement. In the end, it was the
latter that was proved right.

Not only did the agreeinent
break down over different inter-
pretations, it considerably compli-
cated the Indo-Ceylon problem by
creating a new chss of so-called
“stateless™ persons, 2 term coinad
by C. C. Desai, the clever Indian
Government  reprasentative  in
Ceylon.

it was after the problem had
been stalemated for ten long years,
that Mrs. Bapdaranaike in her
negotiations with Indian Premier

+ Lal

The New Accord

Bhadur Shasi:. in late 1964
arrived a2t a workable, practical
solution to a problem that had
defied solution for decades.

he problem
plicated with

was further com-
her defeat at the

olls a few month. later. The
Dudley Senanayake Government
which came to power again was

alcused by some of deliberately
sabotaging the pact to accommo-
date his new-found friend, Mr.
Thondaman, who hrd worked for
him at the 1965 elections. We
do not know whether there is
any truth in ‘he allegation that
he deliberately sabotaged the pact.
But that there was little headway
made in its implementation during
the years that he was Prime Minister .
few can gainsay.

WITH THE return to power of
the UF Government with Mrs,
Bandaranaike as Prime Minister
again, the way was paved for imple-
menting the pact both in letter
and spirit. The numbers of per- -
sons to be given Indian citizenship
and repatriated to their homes every
year were revised to make up for
the lag in the 1965-70 period.

It is, no doubt, the way that
the pact has been implemented to
the mutual satisfaction of both
the neighbouring Asian states dur-
ing these last few years that has
hastened the solution of the resi-
dual problem of those 150,000 per-
sens not included in the original
pﬁct.

There may be some whe think
that the soluticn of the problem
of these 150,000 is somewhat un-
favourable to Sri lLanka.  There
may be some who may have thought
that the original ratic of 7:4 would
be kept when it came to the solu-
fion of these 150,000 persons too
and that the 50-50 solution is un-
fair by Sri Lanka. But, here
again, the problem would look diff-
erent when one bears in mind that
the figure of 375,000 to whom we
would ventually grant our citi-
zenship and absorb as our own
differs little from the number to
whom Dudley Senanayake was pre-
pared te grant citizenship rights
when he discussed the problem
with Nehru in 1953.

WHATEVER one's views may be
on this or that aspect of the solu-
tion to the Indo-Ceylon prablem
that has been arrived at by the
two agreements that Mrs. Bandara,
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Embryology

nalke concluded with Shastri and
Mrs. Ipdira Gandhi, few will fail
to raise a cheer that a long-standing
problem that stood in the way
of the friendliest possible relations
between India and Sri Lanka has
been solved and the path cleared
for even better co-operation bet-
ween the two countries in econo-
mic and other fields in the perioc
ahead.

-Much, of course, will depend
on how the two agreements will
be implemented. And till they
are implemented, citizenship rights
conferred on the two categories
of persons and those granter
Indian citizenship repatriated, no
one can say that this vexing prbo-
lem has been finally solved.

But that the roadblocks have
been cleared and other obstacles
removed to the final solution of
a problem that has embittered
relations between the two coun-
tries and the prospects brightened
for fuller co-operation between them
in all fields in future is 3 matter that
will gladden the hearts of all patriotts
cn both sides of the Palk Straits.

Artificial Sun
Moscow,

An— inventor’s  certificate
has been issued for the novelty
“Artificial Sun.” For the first
time in world practice the
“artificial sun" has been made
in the laboratory of artificial
climate of the Moscow Agricul-
tural Academy. A special xenon
installation of big capacity makes
it possible to create July-like
midday 2t any season, at any
time of the day and night and
in any place. It has been _ex-
perimentally used for irradia-
ting wheat, leguminous plants
and vegetables. The investiga-
tions have shown @ high effi-
clency of the *“artificial sun™.
According to specialists, the
new source of heat and light
has big prospects. It will ena-
ble one to grow vegetables in
large bunkers, fully isolated from
the environment, which is espe-
cially important for regions with
a cold climate. Besides, it can
be used for lighting up towns
situated within the Arctic Cir-
cle where people do not see
the sun during long winter
months.

APN

INDIAN RESEARCHER

DISPUTES WESTERN CLAIMS

Study of Embryology in Ancient India

Research by a physician® has revealed that sages in ancient India had
made a scientific study of embryology (the origin and development of the
human life) and drewn conclusions which almost accord with those of

modern medical science.
Writing in the recent issue of

the Maoharashtra ‘Medical Journal, DF

P. V. Vartak, a medical science scholar and researcher, disputes the claim of

the western as well as Indian scientists that

the earliest scientific approach

to embryology was attempted by Aristotle in 384 to 322 B.C.

“I can say, confidently, that the
first scientific approach must be
credited to rhe ancient Indian
sages, particularly Kapil Muni who
studied the growth of an embryo,
long before the birth pf Aristotle.”

He maintains that embryology as
presented in “Shrimad Bhagwat”
and “Mahabharat” bears out the
fact that scientific knowledge of
the subject in India was far more
advanced than whar Aristotle or
any other westerner knew of it

Dr. Vartal says the western peo-
ple till recent times used to think
that babies were gifted by god
while ancient Indians had found
out which secretions of the body,
were necessary for reproduction.

IT WAS clearly stated in the Maha-
bharat and also in Bhagwat that
during copulation or after, shulra
mixed with shonit, and only one
fine particle of shukra (seminal
fluid) conjugated with that of shonit.

“This suggests that they knew
of sperms and they have termed
the conjugare product of a sperm
and an ovum as “‘lalal” which is
nothing bur the fertilised ovum’,
Dr. Varkat says.

Bhagwat mantions thar it takes
only the night for ths kalal forma-
tion.  Those ancient Indians he
says nsed to have intercourse only
during the “rutu-kala” the >eriod
of 12 days after cessation of menses:

“We know that the ovum remains
fertilizable only for a short time
probably measured in hours after
its dischargs from the ovary. Sperms
also do not remain fertile for more
than two to three days. Hence
the statement from Bhagwat that
kalal or zygote is formed in one
night appears to be true”. he says.

Dr. Vartalk says, “The period
taken by kalal to get transformed

‘development of embryo

into “budbud” (bubble) is five
nights according to Bhagwat. It is
a' well-known faer that zygore

does get transformad into a bub-
ble-like stage called the blastocyst,

THE PERIOD of cnnversion of
zygote to the blastocyst is not yet
definitely known. The youngest
ovum found free in the uterine
cavity was on the fourth day and
the youngest ovum in the uterus
in partially erbedded stage was
seven days after ovulation.

From this modern data, we can
conclude that the period required
by kalal to turn into budbud as
mentioned in Bhagwat is correct.

"“Rhagwat further mentions that
after ten days ‘karkandhu' (a2 har-
dened sm3ll truit) is formed. We
know that by multiplication
cells and stratification, the zygote
gets converted inio a sulid and
round mass of cells.”

Dr. Vartak says that deSerip-
tions as contained in Bhagwat
relating to the various stages of
and for-
mation of skin, hair and bones
are no different from what was
perceived by the study of modern
embryology.

THESE and other statements from
Bhagwat, Dr. Vartak maintains, are
astonishingly accurate according to
the ultramodern knowledge of
embryology.

As all these changes were mic-
roscopic in nature and have oc-
curred in the uterine cavity and
because the ancient Indian sages
have described everything accu-
rately 7000-8000 years ago, ‘‘we
were forced to accept their super-
iority in the science of life.”

According to the avthor, Bhag-
wat was written in the period
4201 to 4260 years BC and Maha-
bharat in about 5600 years B.C.
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Registered as a Newspaper in Ceylon

IS IT TRUE?
Oheock Holmes

% SATYAKRIYA

»
v

@

HUNGER

% FOOD PRODUCTION

IS IT NOT TRUE that observers
are surprised with the political
Ineptitude shown by the Govern-
. ment in announcing stesp increases
“ in rall and bus fares to become
operative from the day before
the Satyakriya to be performed
in Kandy on February 5 by a power-
. ful section of the Mala Sanghal
That even if the Satyakriya was
regarded as a gimmick by many
people, the announcement of the
new bus and rail fares will ensure
really vast crowds at not only the
satyakriya but also at all protest
meetings organised by the UNP
and otEer Opposition groups! That
if the Govonment were wiset it
would have postponet the announ-
cement of the new bus @hd rail
fares for a date after the satyakriya!
That if she Gover; ment believed
that it should %Tonfront thz UNP
and the Opposition with more
and more economic imposizions to
provoke them at every turn
then the Government will have
only ltself to blame if there is flare-
up? That popular feelings are daily
getting more keyed up because
of the hardships they have to face?
That the new bus and rail fares
will hit in the really soft-under
belly of the weekly and monthly
budget of wage-earners and othiers
who have to travel to get to the

workplaces or to places where
- they have - to transact official
business?

IS5 IT NOT STRANGE that the
Government should thus offer the
UNP more and more on 2 silver
plare to enable them to mobilise
popular resentment against the
Government! That very soon the
eople will forget that the UNP
as not yet formulated:an alter-
native programme for a new coali-
tion and- in thelr deep frustration

follow the UNP because of the
failure of the UF Government to
provide the bare essentials in food,
clothing, shelter and transport at
reasonable prices commensurate
with their earnings? That the situ-
aticn is made worse because many

of the bigwigs of the United Front"

government do not seem to realise
that actual starvation has begun
to stalik the land particularly in
the rural sector! That many cannor
now afford to have rice meals more
than once or twice a week?! That
many other families now find it
difficult to get even one square
meal for a day! That some of these
myoplc UF pundits who live in
ivory towers will do well to read
the reportage in the Shamba series
which had appeared in the Tribune
last week (February 2)! That the
story of the family in that article
is typical of 2 vast number of fami-
lies in the entire Wanni of Sri
Lanka? That the yams and manioc
about which so much hullabaloo
was made is more readily available
in the urban centres and not in
the rural areas? That in the Wannl
today, in many places, people have
to go miles in search of manioc?
That pundits in Colombo offices
will qubte bogus statistics about
the acreage under manioc bu. If
they go round they will not be able

. to produce the manioc yams for

eating!

That it may be true that
vast acreages were planted on
paper; and even If done in reality,
most of what was planted has
dried up owing to the drought
and the devastatingly partial north
east monsoon! That only the
manioc plots in farms where wells
have been sunk will produce suffi-
cient manioc to enable people
to eat the same!

IS IT NOT A FACT that the food
production drive so far has not
lived up to expectations? ' That
whilst the Prime Minister and other
UF leaders have made everything
they can possibly provide avallable
for agriculture, most of the bureau-
¢rats, politiclans and others In
charge of the food drive have fallen
down on the jobs allotted to them?
That to many of them the food
roduction drive was only a gim-
mick and tamasha to submit en-
thusiastic reports and also have
showplece plots to show VIPs
on circuit! That wedged in bet-
ween numerous garlands, soul-
suirring speeches and even more
rousing reports, many VIPs zre
unable to see the grain from the.
chaff? That if the UNP satyagraha
was only a gimmick and a gundu,
the Government’s food produc-
tion war will turn out to be ang=
ther gimmick unless there is drastic
re-thinking on a large number of
matters!  That when the final
tally of the Maha crop Is
made there will be a rude awaken-
ing among many VIPs? That it
would be wriong to thnk that
the drought can be made the
excuse for the disaster? That
what is really wrong is that
the priorities are all wrong?
That Tribune has all along pointed
out that with the present set
of priorities in the food produc-
tion war failure and disaster
was inevitable?

® %

Polluting the Antarctic

. Although human settlements
appeared in the Antarctic com-
paratively recently, the enor-
mous and little explored con-
tinent is already showing signs
of environmental pollution. The
Los Angeles TImes writes that at
the McMurdo research station,
one of the biggest the U.S.
has in the Antarctic, thousands
of tons of refuse is annuzlly
‘dumped on the lce, burnt,
dynamited and allowed to drift
out to sea where it settles in
McMurdo Sound.  The pollu-
tion destroys the structure of
marine micre-organisms.  Pen-
' guln colonies are moving dee-
' per inland.

-
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