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Realities Before Sri Lanka

TRIBUNE had indicated very clearly more than once in recent weeks that
Sri Lanka had no alternative but to import much more food in the form of rice
and wheat flour during 1974 —much more than had been estimated earlier.
We had said this on the rough estimates we had made about actual produc-
tion and the stocks that were suspected to be in the hoards of producers, b'ack-
.y marketeers and traders. We had taken into consideration official production
figures from 1970/71 to date, and on 2 rough sampling for certain areas redu-
ced the inflated governmental estimates on an island - wide basis. We find that
by this method of making assessments we have not been far off the mark.
The bureaucrats were always able to get away with their bluff by alleging that
¥ large quantities of what had been produced had been tucked away by anti-
social hoarders and blackmarketeers. And the adverse weather conditions were
also a smokescreen to hide realities. Much more was put on the weather than the
realities warranted. In our issue last week, 9/3/74, we had pointed out that existing
stocks with the blackmarketeers, prodvcers and the PMB were not enough to
feed the people and that Yala this year was most likely to be a failure, and
we had therefore stated *“ . . There is a spect*e now haunting this land; and
people in high places are unwilling to recognise the reality of its existence.
The spectre cannot be hidden for much longer behind the propaganda smoke-
screen about UNP reaction, about the machinations nf blackmarketeers or
ever half-truths about adverse weather conditions . People must have food.
They cannot, this year, wait until it is produced in this country. Food there-
fore has to be imported immediately in quantities much more than had been

estimated by our purblind bureaucrats. And if the food people need next
year is to be grown here very important measures must be taken to ensure such

[

production

‘THIS HAS BEEN THE MAIN REFRAIN in the Tribune for several veeks
now: When the entire propaganda machine of the Government was s’ ~ting
itself hoarse that production for Maha was so high that rice imports could be
even less than estimated, we were the sole voice in the wilderness that had
insisted that the realities were different. Bureaucratic propaganda had proc-
laimed that by March 1974 the country would have such a surfeit of subsidiary
foodstuffs chat the shortage of rice and wheat would not be felt. But, March
1974 has come and the situation is wurse than ever. Proper planning always
makes allowances for possible adverse weather and takes long range z.ad short
range remedial acticn, but cur bureaucrats are different. They are the most
optimistic happy-go-lucky blunderers who have been entrusted with responsi-
ble tasks. And they have the supreme capacity to make our politicians, who
have now bean vested with supreme executive power, to believe in an infinite
and inexhaustible variety of fairy tales. But, the realities Sri Lanka must face
seems to have caught up with the castles of sand we have built in the air.

: THE GOVERNMENT finally decided last week to send two Ministerial miss-
ions to India and the Soviet Union, and to Pakistan and China, respectively,
to obtain food and other essentials on extended credit. What about Ministerial
missions to Australia, Canada and the United States —countries which over
the years have had agriculitural surpluses? This quest for food imports is
something which should have been done three months ago when the fate of
the Maha crop was known. Realities cannot be wished away: Sri Lanka
must face them.
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% On Selling Tea

[N RECENT TIMES, there has
peen such @ propaganda® ballyhoo
2bout tourism and the export of
the so-called non - traditonal goods
that many have tended to forget
that ted is still Sri Lanka’s main
export earner. During the last
twenty years, the production of
tea has increased, but the world
price levels of tea have dropped.
This, it is admitted, has not been
due to increased production in
Sri Lanka ard other tea producing
countries. There is no doubt that
the depressing of tea prices was
essentially due to the market mano-
euevring by the tea merchants of
- Europe particularly n “Great Bri-
tain. For a long tire there was a
fatalistic attitude that there was
little or nothing this country could
do about getting better prices for
tea and there was an even greater
. apprehension that any joint action
by ,tea producers o unite to get
bettpr prices would affect Sri
. Lanka adversely if European tta
merchants chose to hit back with
reprisals.  Sri Lanka had bitter
memories of what such reprisals—
however subtle #nd indirect— could
do, after Lanka's action in breaking
off diplomatic relations with Israel.

But even before the diplomatic
confrontation with Israel and the
estrangement of  world  jewry,
Sri Lanka had been reluctant to
enter into negotiations with other
sea producing countries to adopt
effectiveJoint procedures to secure
better prices. On many occasions
during the last, ten years, India
had taken the initiative in trying
to persuade Sri Lanka to agree on a
joint marketing agreement to bz a
nucleus to bring all tea producers
together. But this country, for a
variety of reasons— many of them
fiot sound or rational—had not
shown enthusiasm for such a co-
operative effort.

But, today, the situation Is diffe-
rent. The oil producers have suc-
ceeded not only in getting better
prices but also in holding the
merchants and brokers of the
Waeast to ranso m. Tea is not
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oil, but there is no doubt that
there is still a world wide demand
for this cheap beverage. After Sri
Lanka's Prime Minister had her
summit in New Delhi with the
Indian PM in January, a move for
the two countries to take the
initiative on tea marketing has
gone very far. In this connec-
tion, an article in the Madras Hindu
by C. V. Gopilakrishnan entitled
LONDON'S STRANGEHOLD ON
TEA sets out in detail and in depth
the salient factors which are rele-
vant to the problem.

“A good starting point for India
and Sri Lanka which have agreed
recently to initiate joint endea-
vours to secure an equitable and
remunerative price for their tea,
rubber and other exports may
well be in London. The tea-pro-
ducing developing countries have
been getting a raw deal in the
London tea auctions.

“Export trade in almost every
other commodity—whether it be
primary raw materials or manu-
factured goods— has achieved a high
degree of sophistication, but tea
is probably the only commodity
that has been suffering for years
under an ante-diluvian trading sys-
tem that has exclusively served the
interests in London. The tea
producing countries, particularly
India, shipping tea in bulk to Lon-
don are more or less in the same
predicament of the hapless medieval
peasants carrying headloads of their
produce to accept whatever price
is dictated to them by the barons
ruling the market. Those who
have had the opportunity to wit-
ness the proceedings in the London
tea auctions cannot recall a parallel
for such iniquitous trading. The
tea is brought to London in bulk
at the expense of the exporters
who are literally orphans at the
auctions. Their brokers are almost
always Eritish nationals. A handful
of firms like Brooke Bonds, Lip-
tons and the Lyons group domi-
nate the auctions. Almost invaria-
bly unly one of them barks out the
price he is prepared to pay and the
seller just has to accept the price.
He is in no position to withdraw
the tea, package it and sell it in
the British market, The auctions
are generally over in a matter of
minutes."”

Sri Lanka has been painfully
aware of the manner in which
Mincing Lane In London has con-
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trolled the tea market to the
detriment of the tea producers.
The United Front government, in
its early anti-imperialist fury and
thunder, had denounced the Lon-
don auctions and had threatened
to take effective action against .
such ‘“Imperialist practices.” Sin-
gle-handed there was little Sri
tapka could do, but a melodra-
matic step was taken when it was
ordained that more tea than before
should be sold in the Colombo
auctions. But this unilateral and
single-handed action did not help
to improve the situation—Sri
Lanka only tended to get more
and more isolated especially with
the important lewish merchants
ranged against her. -

GOPALAKRISHNAN, in his article
showed very conclusively how help-
less and ineffective tea producers
had become in their efforts to get
better prices. He cites statistics”

which. showed how badly tea pro- **

ducing countries had been treated.
These figures have alsc been often
cited in Ceylon in recent months,
but the conclusion that was drawn
here was that Srl Lanka should
tend to forget teaand concentrate.
on tourism and ncn-traditional ex-
ports—ignoring the fact that tou-
rism is ephemeral and parasitic and
that it will be years, if not decades,
béfore non-traditional exports can
replace tea in volume or value.

The writer, after stressing the
urgent need for action, adopts -
an optimistic note on what is
possible if rea producers get to-
gether—they may not be able to
go as far as oil producers have gone,
but yet there was a lot te2 pro-
ducers could do. .

“How wholly defenceless the tea-
producing countries have been at
this kind of trading. can be seen
from the figures of tea export
prices given in its latest report
on international trade by the
General Agreement on Tariff and
Trade (GATT). With 1963 as the
base year, \ith the price index
at 100, tea is among the very few
commodities whose prices have
fallen below this 'level to 79 in
1968, 84 in 1970 and to B8l in the
second quarter of 1973. As against
this coffee had shot up to 185 and
cocoa to 206. The explanation
given for this is that there is ‘over-
production’ in the tea-producing
countries and consequently com-
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petition among themselves in the
London market.

“The explanation is no doubt
true though it is often advanced
to divert attention from London's
stranglehood on tea. London is
still the biggest market for the
worlds' tea-producing countries
which sold their 212.23 million
kilogrammes of tea in 1972. Though
India and Sri Lanka together sold
the highest quantity amounting to
97.06 million kilogrammes this year
the other countries numbering
. over |5 sold the balance quantity
of 115.17 million kilogrammes. The
consequent scramble helped Lon-
don beat down the sellers to any
price it chose to. How could the
producing countries reckon with
this harsh reality?

“The Union Commerce Ministry
does not think that the situation
is as hopeless for the producing
countries as London has made them
think. The oil crisis does indeed
leave them no choice but to secure
a higher price for a principal foreign
exchange earner. India and Sri
Lanka should enlist the co-operation
of the other tea-producing coun-

tries to do two things: (i) They
should agree not to send more
than a pre-determined quantity

to the London auctions so that
London does not enjoy an over-
abundance of tea to dictate its
own price; (ii) The producing
countries should insist on a floor
price below which they should
refuse to sell tea at London auc-
tions. India and Sri Lanka which
are the biggest sellers should try
to do this straightaway, and urge
the other countries to do so which
wiil be very much in their interests."

THE STRATEGY envisaged by
India has been very clearly explained
by Gopalakrishnan. He then goes
on to say that India and Sri Lanka
should bring the other tea pro-
ducers together to formulate some
joint action to get better prices
and break the stranglehold that
the London tea auctions have ex-
ercised on the industry.

For one thing, the psychological
barrier which made many tea pro-
ducers fear the might and strength
of the London aucticns has to
be broken, but after the oil pro-
ducers have broken the back of
the powerful trading circles' in
Europe and America, the task be-
fore tea producers will certainly
be less difficult

2

‘It is certainly not going to be
easy to do this. Mr. A. C. George,
Union Deputy Minister of Com-
merce, while. talking to newsmen
on his return from Sri Lanka was
anxious not to ruffle the feelings
of other tea-producing countries
particularly Kenya and make them

think that India and Sri Lanks
wanted to ‘go it alone'. Though
the London auctions bPave not

given Kenyan tea as fair a deal as
it probably deserved, Kenyan tea
has been getting a higher price
than Indian tea.

“According to the latest price
quotations on February |, Kenya
tea earned 55.93 pence for a kilo-
gramme while the price for North
India tea was 49..9 pence and that
for South Indian tea was still less
at 42.87 pence. [t will, thereore,
be very unfortunate if Kenya con-
cludes that it is faring quite well
under the present dispensation ana
could stay out of the joint
moves initiated by India and Sri
Lanka.

'

“A great deal will also need to
be done to destrcy not only the
sense of helplessness felt over the
Lonaon auctions by the tea-producing
countries. The Indian tea
industry itself seems to be des-
pondent cover the question of a
floor price, because of the prob-
lems arising out of rhe many varie-
ties of tea. The industry seems to
think that it would be difficult to
work out a universally acceptable
formula. The Commerce Ministry
does not minimise the magnitude
of the effort involved in seeking
and getting 2 floor price but does
not see how the effort can be
shirked.”

Gopalakrishnan, then deals with
one more anxiomatic shibboleth
that has inhibited any joint action
by tea progucers all these years.
This is what he says:

“Another manifestation of the
total helplessnesss felt by the «ea
producing countries is tue endless
repetition of what has been ele-
vated to the status of an irrrefu-
table axiom—viz, the tea drinker
in the importing countries will
not pay more for his cup of tea
than what he is now paying for the
cheapest beverage. The conclu-
sion, very energetically put farward
by entrenched interests in the
importing countries and unquestion-
ingly accepted by the tea-produc-

cing count! les, is that the latter
is in no position to demand higher
prices for their tea. But is this
indeed true! Can it be seriously
contended that the London buyers
of tea, who purchase it in bulk
from the producing countries,
blend, packag: and label it with
their brand names are really selling
it at a throw-away price out of al-
truistic' sentiments ? What might
really happen'if the tea exporting
countries secure an equitable price

Founded in 1954

| A Journal of Ceylon and . |
World Affairs !

‘ Published Weekly
Every Saturday

MARCH 16, 1374
vol. 18, No. 47

SUBSCRI’TION
RATES

Rs. 3750 |
Rs. 62.50
Rs. 87.50

One Year
Two Years
Three Years

Write for particulars:-

For surface and air mail rates |
to foreign countries

Post Frae in Sri Lanka

TRIBUNEK,

43, Dawson Street,
Colombo-2.

Telephane 33172

TRIBUNE, March 16, 1974



in the London tea auctions is that
they might either make a long-
delayed inroad into the high pro-
fits that the packaging and labelling
industry in the importing counfries
have been making or there will be a
marginal rise in the scliing price
of tea to the consumers of the
affluent countries which could very
well afford it.”

WHAT HE SAYS should pro-
vide a great deal of food for
thought in Sri Lanka where
planners, tea experts and bure-
aucrats have believed that they
had every answer on the ques-
tion of marketing of tea and its
allied problems. The supreme
* inteHectual arrogance which had
often been displayed by our
“tea experts’ in this matter
over the years has been the
major factor which has led
* our tea industry to slip into
the doldrums in which it now
«finds itself.

connection, the Hindu
article - points out the economic
necessity to sell packaged tea
rather than tea in bulk and the
difficulties which India has faced
in wanting to increas2 the quantity
of packaged tea it has exported.

In this

“It is indeed amazing that India
which has achieved considerable
sophistication in its manufacturing
induscry should still be chained To
the colonial legacy of having to
export tea in bulk instead of in
packages. Packeted tea exports
do not seem to fetch more than
Rs. 4 crores out of the total foreign
exchange - earnings of about Rs.
200 crores in the same year and
One

“his is indeed a disgrace.
‘~es not really have to be a ‘pre-
gressive’ ‘to see that the foreign-

owned tea plantations in this coun-
try have done very little during
all these years in changing the tea
exports from bulk sales to sales
in packets in spite of all the exper-
s e that is at their command. An
explanation given for this is rhat

shipping tea in packages costs a
lot more than exporting it in bulk.
Surely the companies do have

facilities abroad with their princi-

als for packaging tea there instead
of having to route them to London
auctions. One does not again have
to be a 'progrissive’ to see that
the interests of their own principals
‘have robbed them of any incentive
to do this. There was indeed a
rude reminder of how well entren-
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ched these Interests are not long
ago. The efforts of an Indian com-
pany which had acquired controll-
ing interest in a foreign owned tea
plantation to export packaged tea
were successsfully frustrated by
the British firms in the U.K. The
Indian firm has not however,
given up its endeavours.”'

NEXT. 'the article pointed out
why even foreign-owned comparnies
in India apd other tea producing
countries should welcome steps
to get better prices —although
some of these companies are fied
up with the tea merchants of Londorn,

‘The foreign-owned tea planta-
tions do not any longer have any
justification to shirk their responsi-
bilities to secure a fair price for
tea exports from India. They have
been indeed given a preferential
treatment under the amended
Foreign Exchange Regulation Act
of 1973. While almost every other
company having foreign participa-
tion to the extent of more than
40 per cent has been asked to bring
it down to 40 per cent, the guide-
lines say that ‘tea plantaﬂon will,
by and large, be treated at par
with manufacturing indusrries. Sub-
iect to the condition that they will
increase Indian participation to not
less than 26 per cent of the equity
of the company’. Surely the country
has a right to expect a return for
such hospitality.

«The Commerce Minisrry, how-
ever, feels that the time has come
for Indiaand the other tea-produc-
ing countries to free themselves
from London’s stranglehold with
determination. It should be possi-
ble for India, which earns around
Rs. 200 crores from tea exports,
to set up an agency manned by
experts to make a baginning in
the packaging of tea and marketing
it in the U.K. This should not cost
more than Rs. 2 crores by way of
capital investment. There are
certain advantages which should be
immediately _seized."”

Gapalakrishnan alsc feels that
tea producing countries would be
able to get considerable help from
bodies like the U.K. Consumer’s
Council and that similar bodies
in other countries would also be
able to help to reducing middle-
men profits and ensure better
prices for the producer.

“The U.K.. Consumer's Council,
a very vigilant and enlightened
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_body, is nottaken in by the pleas
that tea is indeed as cheap as it
made out to be and that London
tea auctions ara safeguarding the
consumer’s interests. The Council
is well aware of the high profits
of the tea packaging and labelling
industry in Britain and India should
be able to enlist its co-operation
in securing a fair deal for the tea-
exporting countries and its cwn
efforts to sell packaged tea. The
Commerce Ministry also feels that
these countries should be able to
invoke the provisions of the U.K.
Restrictive Trade Practices Act in
their endeavours to sell tea directly
in packages to the consumer to
break the monooply of British
firms."

THE ARTICLE ended on an enthu-
siastic ana optimistic note, and
there is no reason why the matter
should not be approached with
enthusizsm and hope.

When a Sri Lanka delegation
had gone round to all the oil pro-
ducing countries to get cheap oil
they had been advised that instead
of asking oil producers to surrender
to the rich countries of the West
which consumed most of the oil,
the poorer developing countries
should seek to get better prices
for their primary products which
were exported.

There is no doubt that oil pro-
ducers will tend to help other
primery producers, who are as
poor as the oil producers once were
to get better prices.

“All these will call for a Hercu-
lean effort from the tea-producing
countries but it will have to be
initiated. The cost of inputs for
thes tes industry consisting of fer-
tilizer, fuel oil, pesticides, etc., s
going up by leaps and bounds on
account of the oil crisis. Before
long the London tea barons will
make tea production totally un-
remunerative at the prices they
have been enforcing on the exporters
for so many years.”

Sri Lanka has taken the first
faltering steps to co-operate
with India and other tea pro-
ducing countries to get better
prices, but a great deal more
has to be done to re-orientate
thinking in this island to de-
bunk the gospel text that
CEYLON TEA by itself could
look after itself even in a
world dominated by western
merchants.



Comment

Comment

sk OIL

% COour

sk UNP

% MANNAR

st JANAWEGAYA

THE PRICE OF Oll. News is to
hand that India has been able to
obtain supplies of crude oil from
Iran for § 3.50 a barrel. The posted
price in the Gulf is around § 11.65
or thereabouts, but the auction
price of $ 17.50 a barrel which lran
had once obtained some weeks
ago was too much of a rigged affair
to be realisticc. The Shahanshah
has made the most of the Arab-
Israeli war by quietly pushing up
the cil prices through OPEC whilst
the Arab oil producers had their
eyes on the political potential of
_oil on the Arab-lsraeli conflicr,

While the Arab oil producers had
an embargo on oil to the USA,
lran was no party to it. But
the Shah got his pound of flesh
in the form of higher prices.

Now, when the inevitable down-
ward swing has begun with the
possibilities of the the embargo
to the US being lifted, Iran is once
again active on the market. She
has signed up with India to supply
crude at $§ 3.50 a barrel. It has
been called a ‘“'subsidised” price
_ but it is not clear how the subsidy
will work. Or is it just a bi-lateral
- agreement with crude at § 3.50 a
barrel for Indian geods in exchange
also at a fixed price.

According to ‘The Economist of
2/3/74, the sellers market in oil
has begun to crumble. Low prices
were bid at the auction in Kuwait
last week and ‘“‘that Saudi Arabia
might help the drop on its way".
It “was believed that thé posted
prices in the Gulf might drop from
S 11.65 to $ 8.33, and that if this
should happen the price would
have only trebled since last autumn
instead of having quadrupled as
at present. “‘Only in Saudi Arabia,"”
said The Economist, “is there any
real appreciation that high prices
could dump a surplus of crude
oil on their hands because the rest
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of the world will cut consumption
if disturbance from oil to most
countries’ balance of  payments
brings about a world recession.”
Saudi Arabia is  the one country
that does not need the increased
revenues the new oil prices will
generate, but it is the one country
that really decides world oil output.
The latest estimates show that if
Saudi Arabia increased its daily
output to 20 m barrels a d.y, (as
against the 9.3 m barrels roday),
its oil fields could sustain the in-
creased output for a minimum of
60 years. With that kind of reser-
ves, the Saudis can force the market
by flooding it, but for the moment
the Saudis are not inclined to work
outside OPEC. Saudi’s oil minister,
Zaki Yamani, has recently indicated
that he would be able to persuade
OPEC to bring down prices, anc
if the Saudis really want to do this
|ran, lrag, Algeria, Niger'a, Kuwait,

Venezuela and Indonesia canmot
really do otherwise.
But The Economist thinks that

“Saudis and the other like-thinking
Arabs could be prepared to go
along with the American plea for
lower oil prices, but they say that
this will be politically possible only
if Israel makes sufficient concessions’’.
Israel cannot be happy about this.
Not even the Americans who might
not have sufficient influence over
the Israelis to obtein from the
Israel’'s everything the Arabs want.

The posted price which Saudi
Arabia might favour is § 833 a
barrel—the price it had suggested
at the Teheran meeting of OPEC
last December when the Shah had
stamped them into fixing it at
% 11.65 . But even § 8.33 is a long
way from § 3.01 a barrel Persian
crude was selling in October 1973.
In these circumstances, lran's deci-
sion to sell crude to India at § 2.50
a barrel is an indication that there
has bean a great dea' of thinking
about the oil. TFhis price is close
to the § 8 posted price.

The crucial question for Sri
Lanka is the price our Petroleum
Corporation is paying for crude.
If Iran can supply India crude
at § 3.50 should not the Arab
countries also supply Sri Lanka
crude on equally favourable
terms after everything this coun-
try has done for the Arab cause
ever since 19567

But what is the price Sri
Lanka is buying its crude and

from whom! There are disturb-
ing reports thiat one or more of
the Arab countr'es have even
retracted on contracts for the
supply of crude during 1973 and
had demanded higher prices.
The new prices were no doubt
intended for new contracts and
ordinary commercial morality
demands that old contracts
should be fulfilled at the con-
tracted prices. ;

There is no doubt that one can-
not afford to be legalistic and de-
mand fulfilment of contracts in
the contemporary world of brigan-
dage, piracy, kidnapping, hijacking
and guerilla sabotage, but the least
Sri Lanka is entitled to expect is
that it is not treated like an enemy
by the Arab oil producers.

There is a great deal of secrecy
over the price Sri Lanka is to pay
for the crude she will get in 1974.
Should the Government not take
the people into its confidence!

The Petroleum Corporation is

entitled to make its profits. The
Government is entitled to make
its levies and BTT imposts. The

Government is also entitled to
force consumption down by jacking
up prices. But it will be wise for
the Government to place all the
cards on the table and tell the
people just how much it is making
out of the oil crisis. It is also well
to remind ourselves that unneces-
sarily high prices will ser‘ously
impair agricultural and industrial
production in this country, and
unless we produce more locally
and more of the essentials, espe-
cially in grains and foodstuffs, the
profits we make on petroleum
products (or the foreign exchange
we save by cutting down imports)
will more than vanish into thin
air owing to the increased imports
of food and other essentials we
need—if we are to stave off star-
vation and famine which are reali-
ties that have begun to loom large
o1 our horizon.

JR’'s COUP STORY. The National
State Asembly on March 6 voted
down, 99/25, the joint Opposition
resolution demanding that a Select
Committee should be appointed
to investigate J. R. Jayawardene's
allegation that the “sovereignty of
the people” was being endangered
by a group presently entrenched
around the PM's palace establish-
ment. WWith the present Party
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alignments, the voti_g in the NSA

was a foregone conclusion, but
many impartial observers were
anxious to know whether J.R. had

anything really concrete to say about
the plot, more than what had
transpired in his earlier press state-
ments. l. R, mad. a lengthy state-
ment which was published ‘in full
not only in the Sun but also in the
Daily News. The PM’s reply was
published in full in the Daily, News
two days later. The debate was
reasonably fully reported in our
meagre newspapers, and observers
were able to make up their minds
what it was all about—thougk J.R.
claimed that he could disclose the
evidentiary basis of his allegations
only before a Select Commitree—
perhaps in closed sessions.

JR's statement in the NSA was
a lenghty one in which he alleged
that the country was being run
by an “inner group", the lanawegaya
group, round the PM—a group
which made a mockery of Cabinet
rule. Names were named and the
positions occupied were detailed.
What JR recounted in Parliament
was only what has been talked
about in political circles and in the
cocktail circuit for sometime now.
But what man, were anxious to
know was whether this Group
had really planned a ‘‘coup” to
undermine democracy by extra-
parliamentary means. From what
IR said it would seem that this
‘Group only had sought to utilise
the forms and techniques of parlia-
mentary power to promote cer-
tain ideological trends—using the
the powers vested in the Prime
Minister and other Ministers under
the new Constitution. The only
conspiratorial aspect abcut which
JR made allegations was about a
tough-arm brigade which had been
organised to break up UNP satya-
graha by certain stalwarts belonging
to the Estatlishment.

JR’s statement was no doubt
an excellent expose of the mechanics
of power politics inthis country at
the present juncture. But how far
his version conforms to realities is a
matter for history—just as history
must also pass its verdict on the
inner-councils and the power elite
which had run the country from
the time of Independence in 1948.
D. S. Senanayake had an inner
council of some Ministers, a few
Civil Servants and even newspaper-
men: the Times and Lake House were
with him (and had done what the
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Janawegaya is seeking to do .ow
because the state-controlled Lake
House is upable to do the job
being neither fish nor flesh): and
D. S. had journalists like J. L.
Fernando and D. N. W. de Silva
to do the dirty work for him by
character assassinating those he
did not like in the columns of thr
papers. Sir John Kotelawela had
his Purole Brigade and the notorious
M. 1. 5 of police officials to run the
country . 5. W, R. D. Bandaranaike
created enemies willling to venture
on assassination because many
powerful groups did not like the
elite he chose to rule the country.
‘Nhen Dudley Senanayake was in
power from 1965-70 he had a num-
ber of inner councils and a palace
guard which ran the country and
it is known that IR had strenously
opposed this and had himself a
parallel power group around him.
Each power centre in the |1965-70
period had their set of newspaper-
men to do their bidding, and there
is no doubt that in spite of the
liberal democratic inhibitions of
Dudley Senanayake, opposition gro-
ups and newspapers were unneces-
sarily hampered and penclised —
and the UF has only followed in
the footsteps of this tradition.

All  this is fascinating study for a
historian or a student, but it does
not establish a case for an immi-
nent coup. If one is really around
the corner, JR has not succeeded
in alerting anybody because he
was so obsessed by the anti-satya-
graha thugs that he seemed to
have forgotten the bigger issue
of the coup . JR made a point that
many suspected of being part of
the 1971 insurgency had been
now placed in positions of power,
but many speakers had reminded
him that he himself had given top
jobs to many 1962 coup accused—
they had been found guilty on the
facts of attempting to stage a
coup by the Supreme Court,
but had  been released only
because the Privy Council
had decided that the laws under
vrhich they were tried were ultra
vires of the Constitution.

All this is only part of the parlia-
mentary game: and as long as this
country is committeed to this
system of government this kind
of drama or melodrama will recur
from time to time.

THE UNP STATEMENT ON FOOD.
On February 24, the UZIP issued

“thirds
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a statement on the food situation.
This statement was issued by Mr.
J. R. layewardene and is no doubt
the first reasoned and rational
statement on the current situation
by the UNP in ~ecent times. It is
a statement which concentrated
on economic and political issues
without confusing the issues with
unrealistic gimmicks about satya-
graha annd the like. JR listed
very seven good grounds why the
food situation is in the present
mess— |.) Dismantling UNP’s food
drive; 2). Political Interference
and Vindictiveness of the UF; 3).
Rise in the Costs of Paddy Growing;
4). High Costs of Essential Items; 5).
Government's Pricing Policy; §).
Restrictions to  Marketing; 7).
Government's Double, Standards of
Payments— Rs. 50 to the Chinese
farmer and Rs. 25 to the local
farmer,

But the statement had one weak-
ness—the solution offered was to
invite people to go back to the
‘UNP procedures” of the days of
Dudley Senanayake—which every-
body knows that JR ihmself had
strenously opposed when Dudley
was alive, i

Moreover, there is no going
back to anything. New solutions
and new programmes must be
offered if people, especially the
youth, are to be attracted.
The UNP. if it hopes to succeed—
and it can in the present situa-
tion if it does its homework—
must come forward with alter-
native plans and solutions and
not depend on assertions of a
negative character (merely
reversing UF policies) or asking’

. people to go back to old UNP

procedures.

MANNAR BY-ELECTION. "The
UNP candidate Rahim, won by a
slender majority of 75 votos. He
had lost to the FP candidate in 1970
by an equally similar npumber of
votes. Mannar is an electorate
where the Muslims constitute only
a third of the electoragte, the two-
being Tamils, with the
Catholics and the Hindus in num-
bers which are about equal. The
fact that a Muslim in 1970 and in
1974 had obtained more votes
than the mere Muslims vote in the
electorate is an indication that the
UNP still has a foothold among the
Tamils, among the Catholics as
well as among the Hindus.
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The FP had. on both_occasions.
had nominated a Catholic to con-
test the seat, but its voting strength
has always been problematically
static. Alagecone (1970) was said
to be a good candidate and that
Mark (1974) was a poor one, but
the votes they obtained did not
show much difference between
them. However, it was felt that
since the FP had blossomed out
;nto the TUF, its nominee would
¢ weep tle polls.

The results of the Mannar by-

election only shows that even the
FP and the TUF (with strong CWC

backing) cannot take things for
granted even in the Tamil areas
of the North. It is certainly not

yet the sole voice of the Tamil
people in the manner it claims it
is. The FP-TUC, like the UNP,
has no positiva political or econo-
mic programme of action of a prac-
tical and ccncrete character. lts
policies are negative, vague and
ephemeral. Its popularity is baaed
on strong emotionalism tinged with
chauvinistic jingoism based on the
many acts of commission and omis-
sion fo the UF government. Like
the UNP, the FP-TUF will also
miss the bus if it does not quickly
enough formulate concrete econo-
mic policies on which it can bzse
its politics.

THE  JANAWEGAYA comme-
morzted its first anniversaty with a
special number last week. The

occasion was also marked by the
issue of the first number of a weekly
in the Tamil language, the Jana-
wegam. In one year of its existence,
the Janawegaya has carved out a
niche for itself in serious oolitical
_ journalism in this country. There
are many significant points to be
noted about the Janawegaya. |t is
the first SLFP-based politicel journal
. with a consistent leftwing out-
look.

The SLFP has had weeklies in
the past, but all of them were
more emotional and less political, al-
though they did a great deal of poli-
ticking with questions like language,
race and religion. These papers
either did not last or did not have
the necessary impact in the dewe-
loping political world of Sri Lanka.
The SLFB, for some time, had a
daily paper, but this was a hotch
potch with the Right and the
Left mixed up in the most inco-
hesive manner and its emotionalism
verged on the communal.  With
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the result, the SLFP for ever 20
years of its existence depended
on the vigorous political press,
weeklies and dailies, of the Left
parties, to fight its political
battles. !

Right up to the time the Jana-
wegaya started, the SLFP relied
upon the LSSP and CP papersi
which claimed to speak for the
whole of the UF, for political sus-
tenance. The Aththa and tne Jang-
dina, the Nation and the Forward
carried the SLFP on their shoulders.
‘With the split in the CP, the
Forward has made only occasional
appearances. The Left Partie had
long ceased to pay attention to
Tamil political journalism because
they had written off the Tamil-
speaking masses ar incurable camp-
followers of what they regarded
»s reactionary political parties and
trade unions. The few Tamil
periodicals they published were
feeble efforts and were probably
intended only to salve whatever
was left of their marxist conscience
in regard to question of national
minorities.

The Janawsgaya has marked out
a different course in SLFP political
journalism. There has been much
on which Tribune agreed with the
Janawegaya, but much more on
which we disagreed, especially in
the matter of interptrative analysis
of national and international events,
but it was refreshing to have a
weekly in our midst with a vigorous
point of view. And what was more,
it was a clear indication of the
fact that a section of the SLFP had
begun to assert itself and had begun
to carve out a separate identity
in the Left politics of Sri Lanka.
It is only with the Janawegaya that
the Leftwing in the SLFP has begun
to show signs of maturity as a

_separate group.

The fact that this Left [anawe-
gaya group was well within the
Establishment, with deep roots
in the Administtation, has brought
in its wake opposition from many
quarters from both wichin and
without the UF. Thanks to the
propaganda bombast of the UNP
and the virulent polemics of J. R.
Jayewardene, the Janawegaya,
group has been given national im-
portance and a national notoriety
which it could not have got other-
wise.  Whether the janawegaya
group can transform this notoriety

into _responsible political advan
tage is yet te be seen, but this no
toriety can be dangercus if it turns
heads made dizzy with power.

It is difficult to say from the
first number what the Tamil weekly
of the Janawegaya group will turn
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-0t to be. The first number follows
“ the copyback pattein cf the [ana-
“wegaya and its layout is far too
reminiscent of the Tamil politica
papers that had been published by
the Left Parties in the past. The jar-
gon and idiom of the Tamil Janawegam
is a hangover of the moribund
Tamil political journalism in Sri
Lanka. The first issue is mainly
a declaration of faith and in many
ways a replica of the Sinhala Jana-
wegaya . If the Janawegam is to
make an impact on Tamil youth
it has to reach to the innermost
chords of the Tamil youth in idiom
that must be different from that
used by the established parties—
all ef which have disappointed the
Tamil youth.

. 7 However, it is a happy augury

that the SLFP Left, as represented
by the janawegayd, should have
decided to start a Tamil weekly.
It is a reflection of a sense of political
maturity that the fenawegaya should
have opted for a Tamil weekly
before venturing on an English
~weekly which it also needs and
which it will probably start sooner
or later. But, the priority given
by the Janawegaya group to a
Tamil paper s significant. Its
main plank is Sinhala-Tamil unity.

It is still difficult to say thk parti-
cular orientation «he leftwing poli-
tics of Janawegaya will fake. If Mr.
J. R. layewardene's allegations are

.to be believed, the [anawegaya
has a pro-China and pro-Mao tilr
because many stalwarts of the
China wing of the old Communist
Party are closely associated with
the paper and the group. But
the columns of the Janawegaka
have not, as yet, betrayed, any
tilt towards Peking. The fanawe-
gaya line on domestic politics is
sonfething to which neither the

. LSSP nor the pro-Mascow CP can

take objection, and in international
matters Mao or Maoism have cer-
tainly not figured in a big way at
any time. |If as Mr. J. R. layewar-
dene alleges, the Janawegaya “is
part of a Chinese censpiracy in
Sri Lanka, the columns of the
Janawegaya have not (as yet) been
used for the purpose.

The Janawegaya and the fanawegam
are papers that merit serious
attention, because for the moment
at any rate they reflect what an
important section of the Estzblish-
ment think. The Opposition has
quipped that what the [anawagaya
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o laid plans often go wrong.

thinks today, the Government does
tomorrow. This may have happened
on a few occasions, but more often
what the Janawagaya says is only
an indicator of whzat certain people
think should happen or should
not happen. The Establishment
in Sri Lankz is not in a position,
as in every other country, to do
everything it wants or implement
wkat even a2 paper that is close to®
it suzgests.

The [anawegaya now thrives and
flourishes in the full glory of official
patronage but its capacity to sur-
vive in leaner days without a sur-
feit of official advertising will be
the true test whether the Left
in the SLFP has come to stay.
But a very significant step for-
ward is that the SLFP Left has
decided to reach out to the Tamils
to build a united Ceylon.

INTERNAT!
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LABOUR is once again in power
in Britain, a minority government
with limited options, but never-
theless the only one which can
immediately deliver some of the
goods most needed by the country.
The coal strike has been settled
and the country is once again back
to a five-day week. Britain also
needs foreign exchange credit of
nearly £ 700 million immediately’
to tide ever the mess left by the
Tories, and Wilkon has to rely
heavily on the IMF and the IBRD
for this. -

The British general electisns once
agdin demonstrated that the best
Heath
and the Tories, confronted by
increasing labour and industrial un-
rest which stemmed from the
wage-freeze policies of Phase Three,
wanted to break the power of the
trade unions fer all time, or at
least for the foreseeable future.
The plans were laid several months
ahead and the oil crisis was made
the excuse and the smokescreen
for the ulitimate coup, against

-AFFRIRS

"Elections,

International Affairs

the British working class. Austerity
measures, far more severe’.than
the situation warranted, were im-
posed on the people and it was
made out that “industrial action”
and the wage-demands were res-
ponsible for this far more than the
oil crisis. It is known that Febru-
ary 28 had been theday chosen for
the General Elections early in
December, but before that Heath,
introduced 2 mini-budget which
was designed to make the mass
of ordinary voters angry with the
trade unions, and the three-day
working week was enforced with
the threat that it might soon be a
two-day week. All this was czl-
culated to turn the voters against
the trade unions and the Labour
Party.

Heath and the Tories set out
to show that they were “saviours”
trying to save the nation from the
greedy trade unions and when
opinion polls showed that. the
electorate had swallowed this line
in a substantial way, the date of
the General Elections was announ-
ced. The Tories were confident
that they would sweep the polls and
thus stabilise their position=in Bri-
tain as well as in the' FECM on terms
negotiated by them. Magazines
like The Eronomist had written
stirring editorials that unless the
trade unions and wage demands
were brought under control, Bri-
tain could not hope to survive
in the fiercely competitive world of
capitalism or sustain its position
within the ECM, Though - The
Economist generally likes to strad-
dle in the middle of the fence,
its editorials in December, lanuary
and February, made it quite clear
that it was backing the return of.
Heath and the Tories. The Econ:c-
fnist and other elements in PBritain,
which had wanted the pgWwer of
the trade unions curbedl & were
almost certain that with the an-
nouncement of the General Elec-
tions on top of the three-day week,
the miners would call off thkeir
strike. Their  calculation was
that the Labour Party, in its own
politica, interests, would pressurise
the miners to call off rhe strike.

But British trade unionists realised
that if they retreated before Tory
pressure even in the face of a General
Heath would have the
upper hand and make it out that
the strike was political and not
economic as the miners had always
claimed.
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The miners did not call off the
the strike and during three weeks
of electioneering the British elec-

torate evidently began to see
through the Tory game. But not
quite enough, and Labour failed
to win an overall majority. Heath
thereafter tried to  inveigle
the Liberals, with their strength

of !5, to support him in a Coalition,
but the Liberals refused to o'ay
ball with him.

The Economist with 'its ears very
much to the ground, wrote an
editorial {issue of 2(3(74) even
while the votes were being counted.
This is what it said: " when this
issue of The Econoiiist went to
press very early on Friday morning
{ie. March |, the day after the
elections - Ed), the only wirners
of the election so far were the
Don't Knows. In one of the gra-
vest crises of its' pacetime history
Britain appears to have cast an
irdecisive vote for indecision. It
was impossible to say who would
eventually receive the Queen’s
commission, but it was already
possible te urge to what should
and should not be done.

“If Mr. Wilson does have any
sort of everrall majority at the end
of the long count, then he will take
up the task of government again,
albeit in appallingly difficult cir-
cumstances. Even if he sheuld not
have an overrall majcrity, it will
be better to have a Liberal - sup-
ported Labour government.”’

wBritain would be rather badiy
governed by a minority Heath cabin-
et which has been told by Liberals
from the commanding depths of the
Pariliament that they should yield
a little more to inaiionary wage
claims here, give a few more sub-
sidies to sarticular vested interasts
there, unite (as it is called) the
country by class conscious and
envy-ridden measures against the
rich, and create a slump by heavy
taxes designed to puncture busi-
ness's failing confidence at pre-isely
the wrong moment. Britain should
be better governed by a minority
Labour cabinet that would be told
by the centre-seeling Liberals to
curb its own natural predilections
to move in all these directions.
A minority Wilson administration
could 2lso have on its side a trade
union movement which felt some
obligation to try to keep a weak
government in office, instead of
to make a last heave to gat a weak
Tory gorvernment out...."
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Thet Wilson government now
has is work cut out, and it is in-
eresting what it will do before it
calls for another General Election
at the earliest convenient point
of time. Among the matters which
will interest the world is what the
Wilson Government will do about
its relations with the ECM. France
has rlready sounded a note of
warning by stating thar any artempt
tc re-negotiate the terms on which
Britain entered the ECM would
lead to trouble.

A questicn of supreme impor-
tance for Sri Lanka is what the
Wilson government will do about
Diego Garcia. It had been the firm
policy of Labour to withdraw from
east of Suez before the end of

1971, and this was reversed by
the Hearh government. will
Wilson underwrite the Heath

government's agreement with the
USA regarding Diego Garcia? With
all the foreign exchange credits
Britain urgently needs now, can
Wilson withdraw from Tory com-
mitments to the USA on Diego
Garcial Or, will Wilson think that
it will be more advantageous to
keep the littoral states of the Indian
Ocean on his side!

IN THE MIDDLE EAST, Egypt is
forging ahead not only in bringing
other Arab countries to support
its arrangements with Israel and
its plans to re-open the Suez Canal,
but it also is well on the way to
re-establishing good relations with
the USA. Full diplomatic relations
have been re-opened, and Egypt
is leaving no stone unturned to
see that the oil embargo =against
the USA is withdrawn even before
the final peace settlement with
Israel is concluded.

But Israel is in a pickle. Ir s
not able to arrive at zny settle-
ment with Syria and fresh fighting

has broken out on the Golan
Heights. Furthermor:, the last
General Elections has left Golda

Meir in a position where she finds
't difficult to form a stable govern-
ment. There zlso seems to be
widespread disillustionment in the
country, where war has disrupted
economic life. There even seems to
be 2 mcve by many settlers to re-
emigrate to countries like Canpada
and Australia where more stable
conditions prevail.

Kissinger's efforts to settle the
Israel-Syria deadlock have so far,
failed, but instead of a breakdown

the talks have been ad,ourned to
Washington. But it is becoming
increasirgly clear that unless Israel

withdraws from all lands it had
occupied in June 1967, including
east Jerusalem, there will be no

peace in the area.

Though Ethiopia is not generally
taken as part of the Middle East—
it is part of Africa—zhis country
is very close to the storm centres
in West ‘Asia. It is the one country
on the African continent where
the ruling hierarchy and dynasty
are members of the Coptic Church
which still has a major footbold
in old Jlerusalem. Emperor Haile
Selasssie has ruled the country
for a longer time than even General
Franco has ruled Spain—though
Selassie was in exile during the
ltalian occupation of Ehiopia in
the thirties.  The Emperor has
maint~ined a despotic rule and has
regularly chopped off the heads
of arybody who questioned his
divine right to rule and the system
of government he maintained.

More -ecently, Ethiopia, has had
its run of unexpected troubles.
Famine had led to death Ly stra-
vation of thousands. And then,
came the mutiny in the army.
which had been the Emperor’s
special creation for the safety of
his dynasty. The army had been
used »ll tnese years to sUppress
any vestige of dissidence «r pre-
test Bui now, the army is in fuli
revolt. The old Cabinet of Minis-
ters was dismissed by the Emperor
and he had sought to form 2 new
Government under a new Prime

Minister. But this has not ended
the cricis.
The Economist felt that ‘the

emperor’s chances of saving the
situation depend cn the hope that
the troops of the Imperial Guar
will not be infected by mutiny.
But there is no guarantee that ...-
imperial Guard will be loyal.
The Economist summed up the
situation thus: ‘‘..Haile Selassie’s
rule has no political base: Ethiopia
has no political parties.  Apart
from the personal loyalty he stil!
evckes, he depends on the support
of the big landowners, whc have
an almost feudal control over their
territories, and on the loyalty cf
the officers of the armed services.
So far there are no incications
that any senior officers are involved
in the mutiny. = But it is the young
officers and the men who carry
the guns.”
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JAPANESE PREMIER TANAKA'S
recent trip to Indonesia has not
only highlighted the problems
Tanaka faced at home but has
also brought a great many things
in Indonesia to boiling point. In
recent years, Japan has invested
heavily in Southeast Asian coun-
tries, as direct investments as well
as under the cover of "aid”: and
it was thought that when Tanaka
left on his southeastern trip ir
January it would be at riumphant
progress through lapan's new co-
prosperity empire. Unfortunately,
the Thais, Malaysians and Indo-
nesians seemed to have thought
differently and the upheavals which
marked his visit to these countries
have given the Japanese much food
for thought. The older genera-
tion seem to have memories of
the horrors of Japanese occupation
during the second world war, and
the younger generation 'seem to
resent the ‘'silent occupation” of
their countries by imperturably
polite businessmen, bankers and
advisers who come from the ' Land
of the Rising Sun"—though the
invsion this time did not come
in battleships but in super jetliners
(JAL wherever the line was per-
mitted to land).

One aspect of the southeastern
tour of Mr. Tanakyr which has not
been spotlighted adequately is the
fact that the trade and investment’s
rivalry between lJapan and the
USA has now become more acute
and serious. This rivalry was kept
below thie surface for a long time,
but observers think that secret

confrontations are coming out into
the open.

It will be recalled that Sukarno
had thrown out the Americans
from many, if not all, spheres of
profitable business activity in Indo-

nesia. But whilst he did this he
had opened the gates wide to
Japanese capital and influence.

Sukarn’os youngest wife, Sri Ratna
Devi, was a Japanese beauty who
had an immense hold on the aging
President and there is no doubt
that she had helped to channel a
great deal of Indonesia’s business
into Japanese hands. Cynics used
to quip that the US Ambassador
Howard lones was no match for
Ratna Devi. When Sukarno fell,
the Japanese received the news
with unrestrained apprehension and
regarded it as a setback for Japan—
while the capitalist countries of
the West had hailed it as a great
event for the world of free enter-
prise.

With Subarto, the USA was
able to stage a comeback of sorts,
but the Japanese have become
even better entrenched with the
new regime. Though 80% of Indo-
nesian oil was owned by American
Caltex and Stanvac, the new regime
sold over 70% of the oil to Japan
while only about 6% went to the
USA. The new regime alsc gave
the Japanese large and profitable
concessions for the exploitation
of timber, nickel and other natural
resources of Indonesia.

Moreover, Japan sells to Indo-
nesia’ much more than the USA

International Affair

does. Cheap Japanese goods are
more easily marketed in Indonesia
than precision-made but expensive
US manufactured goods. Japanese
cars, motorcycles and scooters,
watches, photo and movie equip-
ment, televison sets and transistor
radios fill the chic urban depart-.
ment stores in Indonesian towns
as well as in the surburbs. The
recent student protest focussed
attention on the link-ups between
lapanese businessmen and high-
ranking officials in the Indonesian
government.

It has been noted that the vehe”
ment and vigorous demonstra
.ons against Tanaka in Thailand:
Malaysia and Indonesia struck a
sympathetic chord in the American-
press whose reports and analysis
did not reveal any anger at the
student demonstrators.

Japan had also sought to go-it-
alone in its relations with the Arab

oil producers leaving the USA in
the lurch—so far as [Israel was
concerned, and it was therefore

cnly natural that Kissinger should
plough this lenely way in West
Asia  without relying much on
America's erstwhile allies ~ viz..
Japan and Western Europe. The
new tone in American writing
about Japan and Japanese affairs is
a clear indication that ‘Washington
will not be unhappy if Japais
tinage suffered a few setbacks in
Asia.
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Chronicle

CHROWIRLE = s

Feb. 28 — Mar. 6

A Diary of Events in Sri Lanka and the World
compiled frem English-language dailies published
' in Colombo.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28: The President of
the Common Market Commission, Mr. Francois Ortoli,
‘eft the island yesterday after a brief stay here. New
measures by the European Economic Community have
helped Sri Lanka's major exports to the Common
Market countries: tariffs on important exports such as
tea, desiccated coconut, coconut oil and even tobacco
have either been totally removed or substantiall;-
reduced. Ovyer a million workers in the public and
private sectors will walk out at 2.30 p.m. today to join
a mass rally at the Hyde Park in support of a 20 per cent
wage increase demanded by the Joint Council of Trade
Union Organisations. The Cabinet at its meeting held
yesterday decided that there would be no increase in
the guaranteed price of Rs.25/- for paddy being purchased
by the Paddy Marketing Board. Mr. Sumanadasa, Presi-
dent of the Kattubedde campus of the University of Sri
Lanka, has been appointed as Vice Chancellor of the
University. The Government yesterday decided to
increase the sugar ration to one pound from the present
three-quarters of a pound per ration book per month
from tomorrow: rhe price of sugar on ration will con-
tinue to remain at 72 cents per pound: the price of off-
ration sugar will be Rs. 5 per pound. The Ceylon Ship-
ping Corporation has decided to divert four of its vessels
to bring in urgently needed rice and flour to Sri Lanka:
an emergency food purchasing mission from Sri Lanka
will fly to Australia today to negotiate the purchase of
any thing up to 10,000 tons cf wheat flour and 70,000
tons of wheat grain, The British General Election takes
place today. The French Government of Prime
Minister Pierre Messmer's government resigned
yesterday. The repatriation of Bangladesh and Pakistani
nationals resumed yesterday after a week’s suspension
because of the Islamic Summit at Lahoreand security
measures at Karachi and Lahere airports.

FRIDAY, MARCH I: Sri Lanka has sent out an urgant
appeal to potential suppliers for 10,000 tons of sugar
to meet the country’s requirements. Grama Sevakas
will be authorised to issue permits allowing genuine
cultivators who have to transport their paddy from
their homes to the nearest mill for milling and to trans-
port such rice back to their homes. Mr. ).R.;ayewardene,
the leader of the - Opposition, called the sugar price
increase “unjustified”” and trade unionists demanded
the immediate roll back of the off ration sugar price,
Following the price increase of sugar many hoteliers
said that they will not serve te2 in their hotels: in several
hotels a cup of milk tea was sold between 50 to 75 cents
and plain tea at 35 to 40 cents. The Criminal Justice
Commiss'ion yesterday allowed the release of Mr. K. K.
Jagtiani, the fifth suspect in the first exchange frauds
inquiry on security bail of Rs. 50,000 to enable him to
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find the money to pay the fine of Rs. 221,417 impesed
on him earlier. According wo the Sun, Sri Lanka and
India have reached an understanding on common mea-
sures for marketing packaged tea. Government has
no official information about the foreign VIPs attending
the 30th annual session of the ECAFE to be held in
Colombo at the end of this month. India, Pakistan
and Bangladesh will meet soon to take further steps
towards normalisation of the situatien in the sub-
continent, the Indian Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira
Gandhi, said yesterday. British elections showed 2 slight
swing towards Labour Party. The Soviet Union re-
doubled its campaign against the establishment of a
United States nuclear base on the Diego Garcia atell
in the Indian Ocean and proposed a plan to convert
the region into a zone of peace. Egypt and the United
States have agreed to restore full diplomatic relations,
President Anwar Sadat announced yesterday.

SATURDAY, MARCH 2: Prime Minister, Mrs.
Sirima Bandaranaike, yesterday sought the co-operation
of all to overcome the grave economic problems facing
the country when she addressed the 75 member SLFP
Working Committee at Temple Trees: the extra half
measure of rice and the sugar quota issued on the ration
were being continued at tremendous cost to the govern-
ment and she also said that this state subsidy was being
extended to the issue of flour on ration as well. The
Sri Lanka Freight Bureau has asked the Shipping Cen-
ference for more information on the decision ~f the
Conferences to increase further the bunker surcharges
imposed by them. The leaders of the ICTUO have told
the Government that it should not reverse its decision
to abolish the channelled practice now prevailing in
the country’s medical institutions, The Price Control
Department will socn launch raids on hotels, shops and
restaurants and other places in the city and suSurbs
to unearth hcarded rice and *3 confiscate it. India's
ruling Congress Party wecn an absolute majority in
the crucial state of Uttar Pradesh at the recent elctions.
No political party has got an absolute majority in the
British polls: The Labour Party wecn 300 seats, the
Conservatives 295, Liberals |1 and others 19: the three
party leaders retained their seats: 10 more results are
yet to come. Three of President Nixon's top aides
were charged with conspiracy in the Watergate scandal.
Queen Elizabeth cut short her tour of Australia and
returned to London to be at hand fer the formation
of 2 new Government. US Secretary of State, Dr.
Kissinger, arrived in Israel from Cairo and commenced
discussions on the disengagement of Israeli a~d Syria
forces on the Golan Heights.

SUNDAY, MARCH 3: The Colombo Municipal
Council has been given its full lease cf life, ti!l December,
1975, the Minister of Local Government. Mr. Felix
Dias Bandaranaike, has told the Council that he yv-as
satisfied the way the Council was now running following
his advice. There has been a resurgence of cholera
in Colombo within the last two weeks, according to
the medical authorities. A proposal to increase the
weekly rice ration to one and half measures per person
has been made by the Working Committee of the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party to the Government: this proposal’
was discussed on Friday at a2 meeting of the Executive
Committee presided over by the Prime Minister, Mrs.
Bandaranaike; the Committee also decided to ask the
government tc increase the guaranteed price of paddy
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from. Rs. 25 to Rs. 35. According to the Observer,
mere than 300,000 buskels of paddy were turned over.
1o -the ‘paddy Marketing Board by farmers within the
first ten days of the ban of purchase and transport of
paddy and rice by unauthorised persons. Mr. Harold
Wilson, Labour Party Leader, yesterday issued a siate-
ment that his party was ready to form a government:
Labour now has 30| seats out of the 635 seats in the
British House of Pariament: Mr. Wilscn said that the
British people rejected Mr. Heath's call for a mandate
and that Mr. Heath has no mandate to form a govern-
ment: Mr. Edward Heath, Prime Minister. is still hopi.ig
to retain power and has so far not indicated that his
government will resign in view of the current impasse:
according to political observers, Mr. Heath is hoping
to get Liberal support for a new government. Seven
former associates of President Nixon were indicted on a
wide range of criminal charges in connection with the
Watergate affair. India, Pakistan and Bangladesh are
. expected to hold tripartite peace talks in Cairo at the
invitation of Egyptian President, Anwar Sadat.

_ MONDAY, MARCH 4: A top level Committee on
" education has. decided «that colleges affiliated to the-
“University of Sri Lanka should be opened in the pro-
vinces: the Commirtee which met over the weekend
also agreed in principle to the establishment of a campus
in Jaffna if government finances permit it. Cheque
frauds and misappropiiarion of money amounting to-
nearly Rs. 20 million, in government departments,
State Corporations, the Co-cperatives and in the pri-
vate sector are now being investigated by the Police.
Municipal health authorities have quarantined over
25 cases of suspected cholera in the city last week.
According to the Sun, the system of Political Authori-
tiss came under fieavy fire at a meeting of Colombo
Digtrict MPs held last week. . A massive combined
operation of the Army, Navy, Air Force and Police will
ge* underway next week for the feast of S5t. Anthony
on the cisputed island of Kachchativu. The 500 strong
Law Students’ Union has appealed tc the lustice Minister
Mr. Fellx Dias Bandaranaike, and the other members
of the National State Assembly to withdraw and recons-
sider the Council of Legal Eduacation (Amendment)
Bill which has been gazetted and is to be presented
in the NSA tomorrow. British Prime Minister Edward
Heath was still clinging to power after Britain's dead-
locked general elections, with his hopes of staying there
resting on an alliance with the Liberal Party. Prime
Minister Golda Meir decided to tell Israel’s President
that she cannot form a government. India will get
crude oil frem Iran at 3.50 dollars a barrel in 1974 under
3 bi-laterzl trade agreemen:: at present Indig is paying
about 7.50 doltars a barrel for crude cil while its adjoia-
ing neighbour, Sri Lanka, is paying about 12 dollars
- for a barrel of crude oil after the oil price hike in
- January.

" TUESDAY, MARCH 5: Mr. T. B. llangaratne, Minister
pf Foreign and Internal Trade, has said that there is
no cause for alarm over the supply positicn regarding
flour. Several committees are to be appointed to look
into transfers, appointments and trzining of officers
of the Foreign Service. The Joint Council of Trade

_Unpion Organisations meets the Prime Minister on
March |4 to discuss its demand for 2 20 per cent wage
increase in the public and private secters: the UF
oriented JCTUO will also discuss - with the Prime
Minister the present political situation in the country »
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the need fcr a clear cut policy cver worker's participa-
tion in the fond drive and the question of a monthly
wage for plantation workers. Accor.ing to the Sun,
employees of the Ministry of Agriculture and Lands
and the Paddy Marketing Board continue tc get 2
measure of samba rice every week at Rs. 2.40: they are
also given a permit to carry the rice to their homes.
The Paddy Marketing Beard is reported to have made a
profit of Rs. 1.7 million from the sale of rice in 1973.
Seventy-one positive cases of «cholera have been
detected in the Cglembo district s'nce February |I.
Mr. S. C. Shirley Corea, former Speaker of the House
of Representatives, died yestergay. Government has
called for applications to raise another loan cf Rs. 100
million locally, to meetthe current year’'s budgeted ex-
penditure. Britain's Liberal Party was reported to have
rejected Mr. Heath's offer of an alliance and has sug-
gested that a “grand coalition” of the nation's three
chief parties be formed tc overcome the general elec-
tion stalemate and rescue the natior from its economic
troubles. U.S. Seretary of State, Henry Kissinger, left
the Middle East yesterday without resolving aesep
Syrian - Israeli differences: but his five-uay tour bas
brightened prospects for peace in the region. Two
Palestinian Arabs hijacked a British airliner and set it
ablaze upon landing in Amsterdam before they were
caught trying to flee: the British Airline Pilots Associa-
tion said that it was willing to support a series of 24-
hour strikes in a bid to deter further hijackings.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6: Proposals to establish
an export processing free trade zone at Trincomalee
are due to be reviewed at a full meeting of the National
Planning Council on Friday presided over by the:Prime
Minister who is head of the Mational Planning Council.
Imports to Sri Lanka, already severely pruned due to’
spiralling world market prices of most commedities,
will be cut back further this year to meet mounting
payments due on maturing debts in addition tc rising
import bills. Several Government MPs yesterday urged
the government to take immediate measures to -sclve
certain difficulties the people were facing regarding
food. The Soviet Union bought 500,000 pounds of tea
on Monday's auctions held in Colombo. This year's
Republic Day celebrations on May 22 will be held on
an austere note, according to Home Ministry sources.
The Opposition Parliamentary Group met yesterday
and discussed the increases in the price of sugar: it was
decided that 2 joint oppnsition demand for an imme-.
diate price reduction should be made to tke goyern-
ment. The newly elected member for Mannar took
his oaths in the National State Assembly yesterday.
A question of privilege against the Prime Minister.
Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike, was raised, yesterd?y by the
Leader of* the Opposition, Mr. J. R. layewardene, in
the NSA: Mr. Jayewardene's question was in regard to
a statement reported to have been made by the Prime
Minister at a meeting recently: the Speaker said thet
he would look into it and give a ruling today when the
NSA meets at 2 p.m. Follewing Mr. Heath’s inability
to secure the support of the Liberal Party and his
resignation, Mr. Harold Wilson, Leader of the Labour
Party, became the Prime Minister of Britain for the
third time: Mr. Wilson announced his Cabinet yesterday.
Egyprian troops took over undisputed control of both
banks of the Suez Canal, for the first fime in more tha
six years, and Egyptian Foreign Minister said that Egypt
was_now ready for the next step towards 2 final Middle
East_settlement. .
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Swords Are Still Swords

by Inna

SOME MONTHS AGO, the
Tribune cover carried a design
of a man beating his sword to
make a ploughshare—a refe-
rence to a text from lsaiah.
While some say the armed men
must patrol the streets, o-hers
say that there should be more
seeds and more fertilizer, or
are they the same who say both?

How base are the efforts of
those who decry bases in this
or that ocean, if in the same
mouth and with the same
tongue they do not condemn
all kinds of war —be they in
Ireland, Israel-Araby, Vietnam(s)
or where-are-you.

From the end of the Thirty Years'
war till the Napoleonic wars, there
was a spate of military alliances.
It has been asserted that in the
twentieth century there is much
evidence to show that military alli-
ances dominate international poli-
tics and are likely to lead to the
extensilon of war: ore alliance
breeds its opposite. Years ago,
in school, we learnt of the Monroe
doctrine: America for the Ameri-
cans, and en revanche, each country
for itself. This 1823 doctrine was
put forward in the name of anti-
colonialism but “proved to be one
of the tools of US Neo-colonialism™
“;gbi“ lenkins in Exploitation, page
183).

JOHN FOSTER DULLES with,
heavy backing, built up military
alliances like the NATO, whose
article Five states: ‘‘an armed
attack against one of the signato-
ries in Europe or N. America
shall be considered an attack against
all of them.” Take The ANZUS
Pact, the Pacific Security Treaty
sigred between USA, Australia
and NZ. Each nation signed article
Four which states that” an armed
attack in the Pacific area on any
of the other parties would be dan-
gerous to its own peace and safety
and it would meet the common
danger in accordance with consti-
tutional processes.”

12

GREED, greed, greed Shameless on Australia or New Zealand can
greed, unabfmshed greed. As len- be co.sidered as an armed attack
kins says: “That an armed attack on the USA is surely a measure
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of USi. financial interest there'
(p- 184). : Or are you afraid of
China’s teeming millions? Whar
about the multi-nationals? And the
slow, systematic raking-in of the
shekels. WWhere are the abrahamic
minorities spoken of by Helder
Camara! Why can't they share all
this doctrine and shupe world
opinion against falsehood 2nd for
the truth?

DULLES, a2 good christian «(praise
the Lord and pass the ammunition!)
—a special type among christians—
put forward the idea of united
action in South East Asia ‘'in visw
of the grave threat to the whole
free community deriving from possi-
ble Communist domination of
Indo-China'" (Keesings, 1968 p. 139)
and so, later in 1954, the SEATO
was formed. In six years after that,
the USA established a witch hunt-
.ting - party—by its world military
presence which has been maintained
.ever since. Diego Garcia base is
one point in this onward onslaught.
When will people see rense!

Is everything wrongy with Com-
munism and nothing wrong with
Communion as practised by chris-
tians, ar least some christians?

Didn't Camara say at Liverpool:
“Take care; Christians. my brothers.
Bewa.e of invoking the fear of

_Communism as an excuse for avoil
ding a change in the struc.ures which
confine millions of the sons o God
in a sub-human condition. It is
not honeststo say that to tamper
with the structurds is certain to
lead to a plunge into  Godless
communism”, 24 Jlune 1972. Camara
quoted in Neville Cheetham (Peo-
ple With A Purpose. 3)

John XXl gets the Nobel Peace
prize, but his leyal son and brother,
Zamara is not worthy! Let him
s€" only the People's Peace Prize!!!
People matter much. So say even
the “most die—hard: some even
call them People of God, which is all
to the good, if they really believe it.

KILLING
Some time ago people in
Parton (England) noticed that

women working at a local che-
mical plant had hair of the
most fantastic hues—from sky
blue to scarlet. It turned out
that it had changed colour by
itself—as a result of the experi-
ment made av the plant with
12 new weed-killer.
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HOME SWEET HOME

For Argument’s
Sake....

by CANAX

“Do you,” asks a reader of me,
“enjoy argning with your wife?”
I'm scared to give a yes-or-no ans-
wer because it sounds very uncom-
fortably like the lawyer’s celebra-
ted question to the witness whick
went something like, “Have you
stopped beating your wife?".

| thinle I'll parry that with a
question of my own such as * Does
it matter!” and try to get away
from the query since the query
won't get away from me. If | say
yes I'll be made to look one of
those impossible types every wife
has to learn to live with, and if |
say no I'll be considered a mouse
by my fellow men, 4n opinion ! can
never learn to live with.

Isn't it good enough that | argue
with my wife, or must | enjoy it
too? ‘As | asked a while ago, does
it really matter? Apparently it
does for there are quite a few
people the two of us know, and
many more we don't who are
having a whale of a time on the
quiet (if such a thing is possible)
watching me make a fool of myself.

If | may qualify my answer, no,
| don’t argue with my wife because
| like doing it but only because she
makes me do it. She seems to ex-
pect it as of right, as though pro-
viding stimulating intellectual com-
panionship is part of the marriage
contract. If it is, it's probably
in the fine print common to most
contracts and which invariably es-
capes the eye until it’s too late.
I haven’t bothered to check i,
though, for fear if might be there.

Anything, just anything is grist
to her mill, and you won't ever
catch .y wife short on raw material
to start an argument with. She's
innovative enough to cruise com-
fortably through any import ban
caused by a lack of foreign exhange.
So she will neither retrench or
close shop on that account, which
is a pity. Very unbusinesslike.

In case you're thinking I'm making
this all up, permit me to show
you what | mean, or rather what

From The Easy Chair

we mean. (I keep forgetting this
is a joint venture, so she shares
the credit equally).

“Good morning, dear,”” | say
to her one morning and her testy
response is none other than, “How
do you know?"”, which sets the scene
for a delightfully pointless argu-
ment right there.

To'a few words on my behalf,
| have never tried saying 'Good
Morning’ to her at night, so nobody
can say | haven't gone out of my
way to avoid an argument. | have
been conscientiously looking for areas
of agreement, not the other way
round, ever since she came into my
life, so you know it wasn't Nixon
who discovered detente. | have
always wanted peace at any price,
and long before he and Henry
made it so fashionable a policy.

One of the reasons | don't really
enjoy arguing with my wife is
because she's an incredibly lucky
girl and finds herself more often
than not on the favourable side
of any argument. This happens
largely by accident rather than by
design, for her responses are what
you might call ad hoc.

How could she possibly have
known | was going to say ‘'Good
Morning’ to her that morning—
| mean after all these years? | could
have said anything, or | could have
said “Is the coffee ready?”, which
is what | normally say before | sit
up and drink my tea. We never
seem to tire of arguing about that.

Considered in that light, her
counter to my greeting does seem
an impromptu performance which
put me one down even before |
got started, and | can recognise 2
hopeless situztion when | see one_

| don't know if this happens
to other couples as well, but when
my wife starts an argument with
me | find | am before long silently
arguing with myself in addition
to her. If one is bad enough, two
is the giddy limit. Now, why did
| say 'Good Morning’ in the first
place? Was it necessary? If so, why,
and if not, why not! The questions
keep crowding my mind and | look
for answers in the vain hope of
using them to prop up my end of
the aguement with her.

| must admit that until ~he threw
it right back at me | had made no
effort to ascertain the truth or
otherwise of what | had said. This

I3



From the Eas'}' Chalr

may sound like an apology, but |
was taught at an early age that
it was a nice thing to say and
possibly the only way for civilised
beings to greet each other on meet-
ing for the fist time in the day.

Maybe my mistake was in inter-
preting too liberally, perhabs,
loosely, what | had been taught.
Nobody told me, not even Eustace
Chesser, that it was all right, or
not all right, to say “Good Morning’
to one's wife, so | went and said
it. We live and learn, | guess.

Anyway |side-stepped the argum.nt

before it grabs me by mumbling.
“Sorry, | was only talking in my
sleep”, then jump out/of bed and
go about my business as though
| couldn't care less whether the
morning is good, bad or indifferent.
She seems loathe to see it slip away
that easily. | can tell from her
looks.

Newspapers, | have founa, pro-
vide her with ample opportunity
to start arguments with me, but
that's simply because I'm the only
one who's sort of ready to hand
when she spots anything that
looks promising.

Of course, no argument starts
off looking like one. The moment
her eyes alight on something tuat
tickles her fancy, she lobs it over
and across to me, giving no indica-
tion if she’s for or against. It could,
for instance, be Badi frowning on
schoolgirls' minis.  That's what
the news item says, and that's
what she says to me. She isn't
taking sides, at least not just yet.

“In 20 years I'll frown toa,” |
say with the grin. 1

“| doubt it wvery much,” she
snaps back, “unless your eyes pack
up by then.”

Too late | realise | have foolishly
substituted myself as the target
in Badi's place. “Are you frowning
on Badi frowning!" *l ask hoping
to disengage myself.

“I'm only wondering why he's
. frowning.”

"He's not a Doctor for nothing,”
| say.

"What's it he's so worried aboaut’

“QOver-expcsure,”’ | explain-

“They will catch cold.”

I4

“Nonsense!" she cries. I think
he's frowning because minis leave
little to the imagination.” | let
her have her way since she seems
to know Badi's mind better than
| do.

Another time the subject is
Nixon. It matters little to me if
he can or cannot go his full term
despite the fortune h. has collec-
ted on the side, because I'm more
worried that | can’t go even half
the month on what is doubtless
jokingly referred to as a living wage.
But trust my wife to pick on
Nixon's predicament in preference
to mine.

“Why do tiey want to impeach
him?"

| reply, *‘thats exactly
wants to now,

“Funny,”
what Nixon
too."”

| think," she says, “it is because
he brought the boys back from
Vietnam."

“Ah, yes, | forgot. He brought
them back alive, didn't he!" Any-
thing to avoid an argument, | re-
mind myself.

"“Yes, but Americans were fully
expecting him to bring back Viet-
nam instead, dead or alive, and leave
the boys behind.”

I'm on my guard at once. “That
doesn't sound right to me."”

“Are you contradicting me?'' she
wants to know."

“l got the idea they want to
string him up for something else.”

‘‘Now you're resorting to ru-
mour,” she says accusingly. "I
suppose you consider him a crook!”

“Not me,” | plead, “but many
Americans feel he's the brains
behind the gang that has terro-
rised the country for many years
now."”

“But he's not a crocok. He said
so himself."

“That's good enough for me,"”
| cry, seizing the opportunity to
back out.

"“And those tapes prove his in-

nocence beyond doubt.”

“Especially those long, silent
gaps."' | admit. i
“God loves Nixon,”' she tells

me. “I'm sure it was His finger
on the button."”

“Amen.” | whisper and quietly
edge out of the room. It was my
luck she hadn't heard the vVhite
rouse was giving all the credit
to the Devil.

on the intensity of labour input.

farms cannot be wished away.

labour.

F.A.O. ON SMALL FARMS

The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) wants t.at small
farms in the Asian region should be fully exploited with the help of rew
technology. In its report on the state of food and agriculture this year,
the FAO says that given a larger holding and the lack of capital or improved
technology to exploit its advantages, yields per hectare depend mainly
the The small farm’s greater land produc-
tivity is reflected in higher leveis of cropping intensity as shown by
multiple-cropping indices ii. India, Japan and the Philippines. The
situation  would change if new capital inputs are made available to the
small farmer, or new technologies which are highly responsive to scale,
become available. In this connection, the FAO blames poor availability
of credit and its assurance as being responsible for the weakness of the
small farmer. Another problem is that the technology available is often
designed for the larger farms well-endowed with capital.
; Nor is it any longer socially or politically
practicable to bypass them through a growth strategy which favours
large farms. It might be necessary for many countries to increase the
number of small farms as a means of intensifying production and absorbing

The small
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LIFE GOES ON

— difficulties multiply —

By
Anatory Bukoba

February 15,

The vici katha | was using almost
in the manner of an ordinary katha
at times today, using it to slash

vertically instead of horizontally,
with the result that | damaged
the iron of which it is made.
|t showed a crack and | stopped

using it-, before it broke off alto-
gether: It will be easier to repair
* with- the two halves still together.
| cleared nearly the whole of the
top of our hill where the old brick
house used to stand right back
in the jungle at the top of the
river bank, more in that direction,
| think, «-han | had evef done be-
fore. | also lost some coin out of
my shirt pocket for the third day
running Rs. 1/~ the first time,
* ./40 cts. the second, and Rs. 210

today.

The t.fumil;.r have gone without .

f5od— well all day. They vouid not
cook the few vegetables they have.
Ceylon cooking does not lend it-
self to this, jt seems. | bought
them a few sweets and delicacies,
that was all. If | had bought some-
thing more substantial, | should
have had to spend Rs. 5/- to buy
them enough, and with the husband
not at work today, | did not feel
inclined to do more for them.
with the little money he earned
hy _selling some firewood, he
bought fuse sugar, because tea
keeps ~them going and keeps the
hunger away. Inspite of this, they
all look quite fit. You would not
.think they were next door to
starvation.

‘As “far as the kaddagys go, there
seems more food around now than
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there has been for a very long time.
The price is high but not as bad
as it is in some other places. It is
a change, because this village used
to be the most expensive place
in Ceylon once, as it was when
| arrived.

These few days | have been back
to where | was when | first took
up residence on the acre. | am
writing this on a mat on the floor
with the aid of an oil lamp; it is
hard on the elbow. The chair and
the table that were here as my
friend’s have been returned to
the owner. | would like to make
a little digression here, but | hesi-
tate because | wonder if what |
want to say is quite within the
orbit of a Shamba article. As the
thought came to me yesterday
morning, | may be excused putting
it down. It is this, that if | were
to sum up the Roman Cathelic
faith, | would do so in five words;
god, love, man, prayer, penance.
Love, | would define, as it is re-
counted in | Cor, 13. of the new
testament of the Bible.

The finest place around here Is
where | bathe, and there can be
very few places to beat it in Cey-
lon. There are two islands in
sight and enormous big kumbuk
trees around, and an open reach
of rock on which | sit in the middle,
study and think.

February 16,

One of ~my finest days here
it was. There was a knot of thorns
forming a large clump near the
entrance to the Shamba, it was
annoying  because it  obscured
the view of the road from the
house at a rather vital place, and
nosey-parkers could eavesdrop from
there if they wished. | had atracked
this clump of thogns more than

once, and | could never make
much progress with it. From time
tos time is had been reduced in

size, but not much. Today | got
to the’heart of it. It took some
doing, and my fingers are full of
thorns or thorn-pricks.
hurt, but | expect they will feel
better tomorrow, most of the
thorns were creepers, about twelve
foot long.

The day started with three peo-
ple coming over to help me. It
was not shramadana but a sort of
a payment of a debt, so as to avoid
a cash transaction. They could

They

The One-Acre-Farm

tardly have stayed an houri -
thought at the time, but the hours
do go by very quickly here. | set
them to work where the acre starts
along the road, and we cleared
the bank between the road and the
property. For the road has been
built up and overlooks the pro-
perry. It was quite steep, and
what we cut had to be pulled up
to the grass verge of the road and
piled there in small heaps. After
we were served with tea, we
never got going again, and they
were glad to take advantage of
the opportunity | gave them of
shoving off.

| carried on with the help of
another companion.  This young
man had come to see me. He
seemed to know all the trees and
creepers and | continued working
along the bank to where | had
left off clearing so many months
ago. It was not far to go, and |
got as far as the corner or, rather,
just short of it, when we knocked
off to go for a bath. The family
had no food, and | did not want
to be too late getting them some.
What | got them was a measure
of cowpea at Rs. 3/- the measure.
The oangelus rang while we were
down at the river and | had thou-
ght we had still an hour to go.

lt_was in the afterncon that |
performed the feat | have already
described. It was almost the last
thing | did, for | was improving
the view from the front of the
house to as far as we had cleared
in that direction, before that. |
meant lopping all lower branches
and new growth, and using my
long knife singly as the taller weeds
where | would, | think, have used
my vici katha if | had had it in good
repair.

There has been a little trouble. *
An axe has been borrowed for
four or five days and left at a place
some miles away in rather myste-
rious circumstances. | wonder
what the morrow will bring. |
hope there is going to be no trou-
ble about returning it. | was atten-
ding to the matter as late as 9.30
or |0 p.m., tonight. The matter
is complicated by tomorrow being
our big feast day when we should
all be at church.

February 17,

People stayed up all or most
of the night getting focd cooked
for the dana tomorrow. Quite
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soime massive pots were used on
wood fires in the open. | happened
to be up, about and around at 1.15
a.m., and seeing the church lights
on, and the ground lighrs on, |
went in to have a look. Among
the little group of people around
the pots which were acooking
were a kaffir grandmother and' a
burgher mother and quite some
young men, too. It was a very
cold night but warm by the fires.

The sermon during the service
was on the importance of helping
each other. About the middle
and towards the end, the sermomn
was quite intelligible. To be able
to talk in intelligible Sinhalese
seems a great gift, most preachers
seem quite unable to do so, for

all their talk about speaking in
colloquial Sinhalese. The dana
followed the service, and it was

open to the whaole village, of to
anyone who was there. The queues
moved fast. At this dana food is
served to be taken home. At the
dana in the Buddhist pansala, it is
served to be eaten there, which
| prefer because it is much less of
a mess; plantain leaves may make
excellent plates, but unless they
are treated with hot water, they
are not much good for carrying
food around it.

It was not long before | was
involved again in the axe business.
It spoilt the Sunday and the feast
a little for me. Two axes have been
borrowed. There are no signs of
either. The man has not yet re-
turned. | was told there was a
place where an axe might be found,
and it turned out to be a false

* trail, unless the people at that end
werz hiding something, too. My
mind is so tired, | can hardly think.
and | even fell asleep while writing
this sentence.

February 18,

Tonight came the news that the
transport of paddy has been cut
out altogether, and | would like
to reflect on paper what this will
mean. Let us go back a little to
the other two events which were
quite shattering at the time. The
first, that of the cut in the ration
was what | shall call a two-issue
affair. On <the one hand, | dc
not think any government is under
a moral obligation to have ration-
ing at all on' the other hand, this
particular government broke an
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The price of rice rise, but the
people were still free up to a point
to dispose of their paddy as they
wished. Then came the virtual
doubling of the price of fuel both
for transport and for the home.
Here, too, no government is under
any obligation to subsidis~ travel,
and nobody can quite be said to
own fuel until they buy it.

Lastly, we have tonight's news,
where government has denied the
right of the paddy producer to
dispose of his paddy as he wishes.
| am not really concerned with the
morality of that here, although
its implications 2-e plain enough.
What | would like to try to forecast
is the practical consequences to
the rice eater of what they have
done.

Until tonight, rice could still
be had, but at a price, and paddy
could be kept by the owner of
the land or the producer. Now
rice can only be had from an
authorized dealer. Off-ration rice,
it seems, is out. Authorized dea-
lers are not to be found every-
where.

Are we on the brink of chaos?
Either we are, or the people
will ride this one too. How,
it remains to be seem.

BRITAIN_ AND
SOUTI-_*I ASISA__-_Z

Fears About Soviet Naval
Presence

by
B. Vivekanandan

This is the second instalment
of ai article about the policy
‘of the Heath Government from
1970 in regard to the major
countries of South Asia.
The first part had appeared in
Tribune on 2/3/74 and the con-
cluding part will appear next
week. We publish this informa-
tive and topical article with

acknowledgement to India
Quarterly.

THESE NOTABLE POLITICAL
MEASURES to improve relations

with Scath Asian countries were

supplemented by suitable economic
measures. During 1970-71 and
1971-72 Britain had disbursed
financial aid to the tune of £ 115.5
million for India and Pakist2n alone.
In 1972-73 Britain’s aid for India
had surpassed the amount pledged
in the aid-India Consortium.

Following the suspension of
American aid, Britain emerged 3s
the largest 2id giver to India.
lts helpful stand to protect India's
trade interests, fcllowing the Bri-
tish entry into the EEC, could be
seen in the fect that ECC's readi-
ness to conclude a separate trade
agreement with India is largely
due to Sir Alec Douglas Home's
counsel for it. The British contri-
bution to the humanitarian relief
work in Bangladesh was also quite
substantial. Apart  from the
£ 14,750,000 (Rs. 26.5 crores) official
help and more than £ 1,000,000
(Rs. 1.8 crores) from British chari-
ties, all for relief work, Britain
has so far made available £ 9 million
(Rs. 16.2 crores) to Banglacesh
mainly for restoring the country's
transport and commurications sys-
tems. In addition to this it had
given two interest free loans, to-
gether amountine to £ 4,800,000
{Rs. 8.6 crores) to assist the ecoro-
mic development of Bangladush.
In March 1973 Britain announced
£ 1.86 million interest-free loan
to Ceylon.

UNDOUBTEDLY, Heath Govern-
ment's policy for South Asia flows
fram the convergence of British
interests. Heath himself had made
this criterion very clear in 1970
when he bluntly declared that
his Geovernment’s policies would
be “‘determined by British interests.”
It may be noted that in South
Asia Britain has a large tinancial
stake. A substanital portion of
toral £ 14,910 million British pri-
vate investment abroad in 1971
has been located in South Asia.
lts net advantage to the British
balance of payment from the Eas
of Suez is £ 300 million.

Its annual invisible earnings
from the region is roughly £ 30
million. Heath Government's con-
cern for the future British private
investaent in the region is dis-
cernible from the fact that its future
in Bangladesh was a  major
topic of discussion ut *the first
meeting between Edward Heath
and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, when
the latter made his first appea_
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rince in, London after uis release
from  imprisonment in Pakistan.

A few days later Mujibur Rahman

assured that the British invest-
ments in Bangladesh “will stay™.
Briatin's trade with the region

also is substantial. [In 1972 British
exports to India, Pakistan and
Ceylon touched £ 188.6 million.
While friendship with the nations
can be the most effective way of
guaranteeing the protection of
these important British econo-
mic interests, its strategic consi-
derations are alsc equally impor-
tant.

South Asia is an important region
in Britian’s Oceanic relationship.
In view of its heavy dependence
on world trade, Britain is naturally

interested in the safetv of se?
routes. Moreover, almost the
entire oil shipments for Britain,

and Europe as well, from the Middle
East is now made through the
Cape of Good Hope.

In chis context Britain is very
much concerned over the grow-
ing sea threat in recent years
following the stepping up of
the Soviet Union's naval acti-
vities in-the Indian Ocean. It is
kee. that “the Indian Ocean
shourd not he the monopoly
of any one power.’  Britain
thinks that the visit of a tlotilla
of the Soviet Navy to the Indian
Qcean in 1969 was part of its
Indian Ocean build up, a new
factor that was not conspicuous
when the Wilson Government
announced in 1968 its intention
‘to withdraw British forces East
of Suez by the end of 1971,

In view of subsequent develop-
ments 2lso the British strategists
believe, :hat a serious threat is
developing to the increasingly im-
portant oil route from the Middle
East to Western Europe via
the Cape of Good Hope. They fear
that if the route is closed in war
or threatened in a crisis, decision
making in London and other Wes-
tern capitals would be seriously
l.andicapped. In the opinion of
Mr. Heath the Soviet Union would
not dare to wage a direct attack
on Western Europe because the
risk is too high. But political pres-
sure, which could be shrewdly
applied and b-cked by the threat
of superior physical force, might
compel one of the more exposed
members of NATO to lapse into
neutrality.
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SUCH A SITUATION in his opinion ,
would inevitably mark the begin-
ning of the disintegration of NATO
alliance, giving way to the extension
of Soviet influence in Western
Europe and the Atlantic. During
the debate on defence on 2 March
1971 he remarked: *‘They (Soviets)
are playing cat and mouse with
tte Americans in the Caribbean
at this mo.nent. They can at anytime
use the same tactics to menace or
threaten traffic in the Indian Ocean.
These are the facts. They cannot
be wished away."

However, at the moment Britain
is not panicky over Russia's en-
hanced naval activities. According
to 5ir Alec Douglas Home: “No
one expects the Soviet fleet to at-
tack British or anpy .other ships,
but after our experience in the
Mediterranean we must see that
they do not have a monopoly in
case military force might be used
to improve political settlements
adverse to free countries.” Perti-
nently, when Mr. Heath went to
Singapore to attend the Common-
wealth Prime Ministers’ Meeting
in January 1971 he discussed the
question of the security of the
Indian Ccean with the Prime Minis-

ters of India, Ceylon and with
Heads of other Commonwealth
countries.

From the British point of view
the Soviet Union is trying to gain
contro' of strategic check points
and access routes to get control
of the world's principal bodies of
water. To quote Mr. Heath: “With
the establishment of Soviet presence
in the Middle East and the access it
has given them to the warm waters
of the Meaiterranean, the Soviets
are now looking further afield to
the shores and islanas of the Indian
Ocean. We are invalved in the
Indian OGcean. We want to help
to keep the peace there and to
sustain’ the countries that are
working to develop their economic
and social systems in a free and
democratic society. Major British
interests are at stake, because we
rely on that part of the world for
much of our supplies of oil and
other materials."

However, the fact remains that
the Saoviet Union has gained foot-
hold in important sea corridors
like the Skaggerak between Den-
mark and Norway, the Dardanelles
in the Black sea and the Tsushima
Strait between Korea and Japan.

Britain and South Asia - 2

If the Suez Canal is also opened it
would make the Russian task easy to
provide a direct link between its
forces in the Mediterranean an-
its expanding flotilla in the Indian
Ocean.

HEATH GOVERNMENT  firmly
ovelieves that long ago the Russians
took @ strategic decision to become
a global sea power. It was mani-
fested first through its efforts
to establisha missile base in Cuba
in the early sixties, followed by
recent efforts in the Mediterranean
and the insertion of tactical mis-
siles along the Suez Canal.

Apart from this, in view of the .
increased naval activities in the
Indian Ocean and also in the light
of an increase in the Soviet military
expenditure, Britain thinks that the
Soviet sea threat js increasing on a
global scale. Moreover, in the Russian
determination to emerge os one of
the major naval powers in the Red -
Sea and the Indian Ocean, Britain
sees a real threat to vital British
and European interests.

Therefore, ever since It came -
to power three years ago, the
Heath Government is keeping a
close watch of the Soviet naval
activities in the Indian Ocean. At the
Conservative Annual Conference in
Blackpool in October 1970 Sir
Alec Douglas Home stated that a
new factor in Britain's defence
planning was the Sovier Navy's
emergence on & transoceanic scale.’
But the reaction of Brit2in and its
allies should not be of panic. "It
is npot safe”, he said, ‘‘whether
in the Mediterranean now or in
the Indian Ocean soon, to leave
the communists as undisputed mas- -
ters of all military activity in an
area where vital British interests
lie. Once we do that, we and
other countries of the free world—
and | include African countries
woula find ourselves unable to
carry out policies which were
desirable in the interests of order
and peace and of the free world
generally.”

It may be noted that Soviets
have stepped up naval activities
In the Indian Ocean from 1969
onwards when a Russian naval
task force was sighted in the
Indian Ocean.

In March 1969, a Russian flotilla
consisting of two ships and three
submarines of the Soviet Navy
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nchored just beyond “the terri-
oral waters of Ceylon. It Is a
act that after gaining firm foot-
hold in the Arab world and the
Mediterranean the Soviet Union
is now making efforts to gain a
firm foothold to its navy at some

strategic points in the Indian
Ocean.
It intensified efforts In  this

direction from 1971 onwards. Even
though Mrs. Bangaranaike's Gov-
ernment was somewhat lepient to
Moscow, the Soviet assistance to
her government to quell the armed
insurrection of “Che Guevarists”
in 1971 had raised many eyebrows
in Whitehall. During insurgency-
the Soviet Unlon had helped Cey-
lon with 6 Migs, 10 armoured cars
and 2 helicopters besides arms and
ammunition. Britain felt that
behind the aid the Soviet in-
tention was to gain naval faci-
lities at Trincomalee naval base
which was once in British hands.
If the Soviets succeed in their
efforts it would facilitate the
Soviet expansion in the Indian
Ocean region.

On 2| April
Telegraph wrote:

1971 the Duily

It is worse but understandable
when India, on request, sends
in aircraft, pilots and troops to help
suppress the rebellion. [ndia can-
not tolerate the risk of a confla-
gration on this scale getting out
of hand on her doorstep., What
~is however downright alarming in
a world-wide strategic sense is
that Russia is so promptlv sending
a squadron of Migs with Red Air
Force Pilots ..The fact is that a
great power, with no treaty rela-
tions with Ceylon, is now esto-
blished there with operational sfor-
ces. After the way the Russigns
took advantage of the Arab’s ap-
peal for help ggainst Israel to set
up their vast military establish-
ment in the Middle’East, it is hardly
likely that they will not now seek a
strategic foothold in Ceylon. Trin-
comalee would be ideal for a Russian
fleet, especially with the possibility
of re-obening of the Suez Canal..
These are dangers which America,
Britain and indeed the other de-
mocratic nations dare not igncre.

WHAT BRITAIN feared was that a
permanent RUssian air contingent
in Ceylon would help consolidate
the Soviet naval presence in the
Indian Ocean, -

in 1971 the Soviet Union had
concluded a few treaties for port
facilities and. fisheries with some
nations of the Indian Ocean. As a
result it has. acquired fleet port
facilities at Aden, Mogadishu in
Somalia, Socotra Island and Sey-
chelles Islands.  Port. facilities for
the Soviet fishing fleet have been
established In Mauritius and Ceylon.

Britain is apprehensize that
agreement for fishing fleer facili-
ties approximate naval facilities
since 2 good section of Soviet
trawlers are intelligence gathering
ships. Whitehali's apxiety over
these agreements is evident from
the fact that when Sir Seewoosagu
Ramgoolam, the Prime Minister
of Mauritius, visited London in
luly 1970, Britain's Foreign Secre-
tary Sir Alec Douglas Home raised
the question of Mauritius’ technical
assistance agreement with the
Soviet Union fisheries development
concluded a little earlier. Mr.
Rangoolam allayed the British fears
that there was notking in rhe
agreement which should worry
Britain. He said that the Russian
offer of assistance ip establishing
deep sea fishing fleet was the kind
of help which many African Gov-
ernments have accepted from both

East and VWest. But onthe secur-
rity side there would be Mauritian
techniclans on board the vessels
used in training as well as actyal
fishermen and, that there was no
foundation to the idea that USSR
might establish a naval base in
Mauritius. H. declared: “We are
more closely associated with Bri-
tain than any other country. Mau-
ritius wants to see this link put on
a more lasting foundation.”

THE MOST IMPORTANT recent
strategic move of the Soviet Union
in South Asia was the conclusion
of a friendship tresty with India
in August |971. The Treaty had
an alarming effect in Westminister.
Britain was concerned whether the
treaty obligations necessitated Indiz
to provide naval facilities for the
Soviet Union in the Indian shores.
The primary objective of Sir Alec
Douglas Home's visit to New Delhi
in February 1972 was to get clari-
ficetion on this point.  Subse-
quently the Gevernment of India
made it categorical that no forsign
power would - be given naval faci-
lities on Indian soil.

(To be Continued)
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Registered as a Newspaper in Ceylon

IS IT TRUE?
Qherdock Holmes

% Tissa Wijeratne

o

% Paddy Targets

IS IT NOT TRUE that some daily
nawspapers had proclasimed that
Mr. Tissz  Wijeratne, Sri Lanka’s
Ambassador in France, was shortly to
take up an assignment in our Fore-
ign Office ? That it was said some
significant reforms might be Intro-
duced in the structure and working
of the Foreign Office ! That in this
fluory of newspaper speculations,
some members of the Fourth Estate
who pay special attention to foreign
affairs, sought an opportunity to
talk to Mr. Tissa Wijeratne
g‘.w.) on what all this was about?

hat a get-to-know meeting was
arvanged? That it transpired’ that
T.WW. was here on 1 short visit to
familiarise himself with the working

of the Foreign Office and also to’

know the cfficials who were the
kingpins in the set up? That he was
going back to Parls shortly to wind
up his affairs as Ambassador and
that he was likely— Ged willing—
to take up duties as Additional
Secretary on or about May 1?7 That
he had beeg assigned the special job
of helping everybodyin the Foreign
Office to bring the place up to date
to cope with the problems of the
contemporary world In a stream-
lined manner in keeping with the
high ideals of the independent and
soveriegn Republic of Sri Lanka?
That he was apxious to establish a
permenent dialogue with the Press,
especially those journalists who
could be called the diplomatic cor-
respondents, in order to make the
Forelgn Office a dynamic instrument
of Sri Lanka’s foreign policy? That
when this dialogue really got going
he would tell the Press what he
would expect of them just as the
Press should tell him and the Fore-
ign Office what was netessary in
the best-interests of Sri Lanka? That

if this dizlogue should really deve-
lop in the ma2nner envisaged by
T.W. it will be a good thing fer
everybody concerned with cenduc-
ting the foreign affairs of this
country? That Tribune will then
have a great deal o say about what
should be done or should not be
done about foreign affairs —no doubt
after checking up whether the
basic facts were correct ?

That there is no deubt that T.W°
is one of the few persons in the
Establishment today whe will be
able to do the job of letting in
fresh air inte our Foreizn Office
which has really no contact at pre-
sent with the Press or the People?
That the cocktail circuit is no subs-
titute for grass roots contact direc-
tly or even through the Press?
That T.W. is 2 unique phenomenon?
That he grew up in the environ-
ment of diplomatic life in the High
Commissions which his father had
headed in several countries in the
forties and the fifties? That he grew
up In a polo-playing, golf-club haun-
ting social set! That he was a
dilettante who spent his youth
with intellectua! elite of the marxist
left? That in Sri Lanka he ultima-

tely plunged into the down-tc-earth’

countryside politics of the SLFP?
That he had started making . mark
in the bar at Kegalle when he
s yitched over to take up the Amba-
ssador’s job in Paris? That after
nearly four years In Paris he is
coming over to Colombo to do what
is an administrative job? That it is
not certain whether he will fit into
this Job? That it will be interesting
te watch T.W. turn himself into a
an administrator in a bid to trans-
form the bureaucratic red-tape in
the Foreign Office into Something

:more dynamic? That Tribune is aot
certain whether T.W. or the vested
interests in the Foreign Office will
come out on top? That it will be
an intriguing encounter to watch ?
That if the SLFP F2as anybody today
who can do the jobit is T.W.? But
even with all the political backing
he will get from the SLFP and the
UF it is yet problematic whether
T. W. can successfully exorcise the
red-tape-ridden d'ehard ghosts now
haunting our Foreign Office? That
Tribune is pessimistic about this
Operation Fresh Air (in the F.O)?
That sooner than later, Tribune €x-
pects to see Mr. Tissa VWijeyaratne
back at the Kegalle bar! That to
streamline our F.O. is a task which
is not easy ? That if It can be done
from within through an SLFP cata-
lyst like T.W. it will be very near
a miracle! That in the normal cir-
cumstances only a fiery and bloody
revolution can dga job like that?
&
IS IT NOT STRANGE thata commu-~
nique over the SLBC should insist
that the target for the ac-eage for
paddy cultivation for 1973-74 (Maha)
had been exceeded? That the commu-
nique also set out the amount of
seed paddy that had been distribu-:
ted (sold)? That the amount given
as short term loans was also mentio-
ned ! That it was also mentioned
that the extent sown had exceed
targets in four areas which are not
generally regarded as heavy rice’
producing areas ? That the public
await the figures for rhe acreage
actually sown and where the paddy
had matured sufflciently fer harves-
ting? That what has been published
was the area which had been ear-
marked for paddy cultivetion? That K
it will be interesring to know how
=much of it was actually sown? That
it will be equally interesting to
know how much sold as seed paddy-
was used as seed? That the balance, it
must be presumsd, was used for
consumption ? That it will be even
more interesting to know how much
of the money given as loans was
used fer paddy cultivation? That it
will be e::tremely difficult to ever
know the truth because many of
the officials able to furnish the
information have vested interests in
hidlng the truth? That the differ-
ence between promise and perfor-
mance will indicate the extent to
which targets were -eally achieved!?
That the weather is now being made
the excuse for all shortfalls?
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