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Letter From The Editor

THE PICTURE ON THE COVER is only to remind ourselves
that whilst we glory in our ancient civilisation and devote time,
energy and money to restoring them to their pristine splendour
(even with the help of UNESCO), there is an even greater
need to concentrate on restoring the presently ruinous state
of major aspects of our rural agriculture to reverse trends cf
decreasing production. Last week we published a survey
published by the Ministry of Plan Implementation on the
current state in the production of subsidiary food crops in
1978. The situation is really much worse than depicted in
the survey because it is based mainly on the questionable stais-
tics of the Department of Agriculture which has a vested
interest in pretendirg that everything is on the up and up in
agricultural production. Furthermore, rewspaper reportinrg
and the developmental journalism of all our daily papers
without exception is only an echo of what ministers and officials
retail as news. There is no attempt to check whether what
Is said is true or even possible. Leaving zside subsidiary food
crops which is in a dangerously parlous state, let us look at the
way newspapers have dealt with rice production which is un-
doubtedly the most encouraging sector of our rural agriculture.
Accordirg to the Daily News of October 2, 1979 (other papers
too carried the story) the Minister of Agricultural Davelopment
and Research, E. L. Senanayake, told an International Seminar
on Crop Insurance sponsored by UNCTAD—this country is
now plagued by an epidemic of time-consuming and money-
robbing seminars —that “‘the country was well on its way to
selfsufficiency” and spoke on the virtues of Crop Insurance
to meet the vagaries of the weather especially rain. It will
be recalled that in 1978 when a very small quantity of rice was
exported to the Maldives, there were mighty tamashas at the
Dalada Maligawa (and other places of worship), and at the
Colombo Port when the few sacks were loaded on a vessel.
In addition several thousands of rupees (part of the millions
so wasted) were spent on newspaper supplements to tell the
public that by 1979 Sri Lanka would be self-sufficient in rice
and in 1980 this country would be in a position to export rice.
Minister of Trade, Lalith Athulathmudali, also sang his usual
hosannas about the certainty of exporting rice. No daily
newspaper—even after its representatives had attended several
well-funded seminars on the mystiques of developmental
journalism—thought it necessary to investigate ard report
on how far these claims were valid or whether this 1978 boast
of self-sufficiency in 1979 and export in 1980 were valid . In
agricultural “developmental” reporting allowances are always
made for possible shortfalls, due to drought, floods or adverse
whether conditions —for exports are only undertaken when
sufficient buffer stocks have been built up against such natural
calamities. After all this hellzlujch talk about rice-exports,
the Ceylon Daily News reported on October 10, 1979 th t “Sri
Lanka will import 300,000 tonnes of rice next year (1980), 200,000
tonnes will come from China and the balance 100,000 tons
from Pakistan.”

(To Be Cominged)
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_' tn'n-IOws NOTEBOOK
Sri Lanka, India, Afghanistan

Colombo, January 12,

¢ After the official Sri Lanka government
_‘Withdraw from Afghanistan'’ call to the
Soviet Union on lanuary 4, there has been
silence in official and non-official quarters
about  the developments in  Afghanistan.
Only - CPSL (pro-Moscow) and the
_(pro-Peking) have issued  official statements
about predictable and expected lines. Neither
the UNP nor the SLFP have made statements.

The UNP can claim that the government
statement on January 4 represented its
policy view.

Why the SLFP has been silent so long
is difficult to understand. Apart from the
CPSL the SLFP is the only party in Sri Lanka
that reacts to important political developments
abroad. There is no doubt that the SLFP
wants to be ultra-tautious after its faux
pas over Pol Pot’s non-existent regime in
Kampuchea. . Furthermore even t_'nose inside
the SLFP tempted to toe the Peking line have
become unhappy with China’s adherence fo
~ the same kind of capitalist development poli-
' cies as the UNP, and also Peking's new found

enthusiasm for US and Western policies on
foreign affairs. :

Even in regard to SLFP's hobby horse

of the Indian Ocean Peace Zone, China now’

backs the US military presence there—no
doubt as a counter to its pet enemy the Soviet
. Union. China, much to SLFP’s chagrin, wel-
comes (vide Sinhua statement 9/1/80) USA’s
plans to ‘‘develop naval and other facilities
on Diego Garcia.”" All this has naturally cre-
ated problems for the pro-Peking inclined sec-
tion of SLFP policy makers. It is this dilemma
that has probably kept SLFP silent on a large
number of foreign affairs questions those days,

.The LSSP has been silent so far. So also
the JVP. Both these parties are usually voci-
ferous about certaln aspects of foreign develop-

ments, but this time they have been silent .

‘on the Afghan matter for nearly three weeks.

‘The TULF and the CWC have also not said -

“anything, ‘but they do not usually comment
on foreign affairs unless there are. particular
reasons for making statements.

_ TRIBUNE, January, 19, 1980

CPML

In the past, right up to the last days
of Morarji Desai, Sri Lanka has tended
to keep in step with India in matters
of foreign affairs. Mrs. Bandaranaike
had never moved away much from
Mrs. Indira Gandhi and Mr. J. R. Jaye-
wardene was willing to be on the same
wavelength as Morarji Desai.  Today
Mrs.Gandhi is again in supreme power
whilst Mrs. Bandaranaike is skulking
in the opposition. Morarji Desai and
the Janata are out, Mr, Jayewardene
is left alone on the wavelength.

What will the SLFP do? Mrs. Indira
Gandhi has taken a line on the Afghan
issue which Morarji Desai would never
have adopted. Here is an independent
line in the national interest of India.
What line would be in the national
interests of Sri Lanka?

At the time of writing, Indira Gandhi is
still Prime Minister designate, but she has
made various statements which give an ink-
ling of her thinking. A DPA despatch from
Paris datelined, Jan, |1 stated: “Indira Gandhi,
India’s future Prime Minister, said yesterday
in an interview with the French Radio that
a Sino-American military co-operation would
be ‘very dangerous for India and for the en-
tire region’. ~Talks about such . co-operation
as a result of the Soviet intervention in Af-
ghanistan were held this week by US Defence
Secretary, Harold Brown during his visit to
Peking. Mrs. Gandhi said China had expan-
sionist aims and India had already suffered
from them in an apparent reference to the
1962 Sino-indian border war. China was
also supporting Pakistan, she said, adding that
she hoped that she would not have to ask
for Soviet aid. In her opinion, US arms sup-
plied to Pakistan could be used ‘either against
Afghanistan or against us or against the people.’
If Soviet statements were correct there could
be no question of Soviet aggression in Pakistan,
Mrs. Gandhi said, but there was a danger that
other interventions would follows.

*‘Mrs. Gandhi said: ‘| do not want to name
the countries but there are western coun-
tries which opened the door to the Soviet
Union. Mrs. Gandhi said her country did not
want to have an atom bomb. But India would
not join the “‘unjust” nuclear noh-Proliferation
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_ agreement which allowed the major powers

" to do ‘what they" like, she said. ‘Commenting

_on the Non-Aligned nations —to ' which Afgha-
nistan  belongs—she said Fidel ‘Castro, the
Cuban Head of State and the Non-Aligned
Moyements present Chairman, was a pro-
_ Moscow man. 'However, she said she did not
. 'know whether this had a bearing on the move-
ment. The Soviet Union, she said, was sup-
porting the 'Non-Aligned countries on the
issue of independence and de-colonialisation.
We do not turn toward Russia but Russia
" is turning towards us, she said"

On the same .day, January |l, Reuter
from N:w Delhi Stated: “India has no reason
to doubt Soviet assurances that Russian troops
will be withdrawn from Afghanistan when
the Kabul government asks that they leave,
an official spokesman said today. The External
Affairs Ministry spokesman said the Soviet
Union had assured India that the “‘Soviet
presence” in Afghanistan would be withdrawn
when the Afghan Government asks Moscow.
India has no reason to doubt this assurance
'from a friendly country like the Soviet Union,
“he said. The spokesman’s statement was the
first on Afghanistan since' Prime Minister-
Designate Indira Gandhi was asked to form a
‘new government yesterday.

“The spokesman. said India would speak
in the UN Genera! Assembly debate on  Afgha-
nistan later today and, in line with Mrs. Gandhi’s
assessment of the situation, point out that
recent developments in Afghanistan could not
be looked at in isolation. These were part of
developments which were of concern to India,
such as the building up of bases and supply
of arms in Asia and the Indian Ocean region,
he said. The spokesman indicated India would
refer to outside powers which interfered in
Afghanistan’s internal affairs by training, arm-

“ing “and encouraging subversive elements to.
create disturbances. The spokesman said India’s .

« Permanent  Representative  Brajesh Mishra

would ‘make the ‘following points when e

addressed the Assembly: The Soviet Union
. has.indjcated to India that it came to the assis-
- tance_ of Afghanistan at the specfic request

-of .the  Afghan Government, first’ made by"

" President, Hafizullsh Amin on December 28

v (Mr. Amin was over-thrown and kKilled in the
... Soviet-backed. coup .which installed- in ‘power:

3

Babrak Karmal the following day). A debate
on Afghanistan.in the General Assembly would
not be any practical halp and might only lead

to an intensification of the cold war and threa-
ten peace and stability in the region.”

SRI LANKA'S NATIONAL [NTERESTS are
much less complex thzn those of India, but
we can learn from the Indian policy formula-
tions to help us evolve a line of our own—

the most important aspect of which is to keep

out of the cold war of big power geo-strategic

power policies. The Sri Lanka Goverriment

statement of January 4 isan eminhently correct

one which does not drag the” country into

the international cold war politics. ‘(The UNP

has - taken umbrage because ‘the 'CPSL had

called the Government statement' an echo

of the "‘Carter Chorus™ and replied, by say-

ing that the government statement was “non-

aligned”™ "and was neither ‘‘Carter. Chorus’

nor “Brezhnev Barkies'". Polemical exchange

of this kind do nobody any harm—as long as

Sri Lanka is not pushed into the fast growing

cold war that is threatening to: become hot

in parts. ' o 2inet

One thing to which Mrs. Gandhf is un-
derstandably opposed 1is the grow ng possi-
bility of a Sino-US aX's, Even if the axis has
not yet taken concrete shape, Carter scems
to have adopted the Hua-Deng strategy of
“teaching a lesson™ to 2 country that 'refuses
to “play the game" accord'ng to the rules
laid down by one side. According to the New
York Times, the Soviet Union has violated an
unwritten code of conduct agreed on by the
USA and USSR by intervening in Afghanistan
in the way Moscow did. = Therefore, Carter
has set out to teach the Russians a-lesson and
seems to think that by deprvirg: them of
grain from the USA and other capital st coun-
tries, ‘the USSR could be ‘“*raught- 4 - lesson”
that w.ll not only make her withdraw: from
Afghanistan but'also refrain from taking similar
actions in future. L fin

It is not clear:who will<have the last laugh.

© And Carter 'also seems to. hope!that .resoly-

tions in the UN Assembly would .parfirm
miracles. -/ The USA: herself. had -paid little

‘or no’attention ‘for decades to UN .resoly-

tions on Palestine; lsraeli aggression, on:South
African apartheid -and a- whole lot of other

= matters. - . 1 | o $E5iEne 5
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Hua and Deng failed to teach the Viet-
namese 2 lesson by launching an invasion of
their territory. Can Carter teach the Russians
a lesson by denying them grain? Thewe are
academic questions (with important lestons
no coubt) for Sri Lanka. But as long as the
Government keeps out of cold war involve-
ments, Sri Lankd’s non-alignment can be pre-
served.

There is no doubt that the world is enter-
ing a new stage in the cold war.  Datente
has been pushed to the background. And small
countries like Sri Lanka will have to tre 4
the paths of international policy cautiouly
if she is to continue to b2 non-aligned.

LETTER .
Food As A Weapon

Pres'dent Carter’s order to halt shipments
of gra'n from the USA to Soviet Russiz, and
his effcrts to persuade other grain-ship-
ping nations to co-cperate in a blockade
are incompatible with his publicly asserted con-
cern for “human rights™.

During the war in Vietnam the United
States supplied to the South Vietiamese
chemicals which were used to dectroy rice
and other food crops in territories hzld by
the Viet Cong. The stated aim of the pro-
gramme was to starve the Viet Cong by destroy-
ing the food rations. In essence, this aim
was similar to that of every food blockade,
such as the one imposed against the Central
Powers in World War I. There has never
been a famine or a food shortage —whatever
might have been the cause—which has not
first and .overwhelmingly affected the small
children.

In the United States in 1865, the Con-
federstes had to be beaten militarily; Sherman
did not starve them into submission. The
Paris Garrison held in 1871 and neither its
operation nor that of troops of the Commune
was ended by the food shortage, though children
died by the thousands. The 1918 food block-
ade caused deficiency, diseases and starvation
among German and -Austrian  children, but
did not interfere with the operations c<f the
armies of the Central Powers. Leningrad
held in 1941 and 1942, even though by Janu-
ary 1942 the deaths from starvation rose to
as many as nine thousand per day —most o«

TRIBUNE: January 19, 1980

them deaths of children and the elderly.

The process begins with the death from
starvation of small children first, then clder
children, and then the elderly. Adolescents
are likely to survive, and adult men are far
less affected. Thus the bands of armed man
who make up the invading troops 2re not |'kely
to starve. They are not hampsred by family
tiess with people in the communities where
they move, and thay feel entirely justified
in seizing any avzilable foed in order to have
the strength to continue to fight.

The point is not that innocent by:tand-
ers are hurt by food blockades. The point is
that only innocent bystanders are hurt. Im-
posing 2 focd bockade on Soviet Russia, even
if it could be done, would not have any effect
on Soviet troops in Afghanistan or elsewhere.
If anyone starves, it will be young children
and tha elderly —non-com batants.

What abcut their “human rights"?

Claude R Daly 51
31, Clifford Place,
Colombo 4.
i1 January 1980
Nots: See Seymour M. Hersch, CHEMICAL AND
BIOLOGICAL WARFARE, A Panther Book, 1970,
pages 162-163.

Notice Under Section 7 Of The Land

Acquisition Act (Cap. 460) As Amended

By The Land Acquisition (Amended) Act

No. 28 Of 1964,

Ref. Nc. @2/2/310

It is intended to acquire the lands des-

cribed in the Schedule below. For further

particulars see the Gazette No. 72 (Part IlI)

of 18-01-1980 of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka.

Schedule

Situation:—  lgala village, within the T.C.
limits of Elpitiya in the D.R.O.’s D vision
of Bentota Walallawiti Korale (East) in
Galle District.

Name of land:— lgalwelaudumulla and
Para Addara Owita

Plan and Lot No.:—

* P.P. Gaa 1510

lot Nos. 1,2 &3 in
W. E. L. Fernando
Acquiring Officer, Gulle District.

The Kachcheri, Galle. 27.12.1979

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

Dec. 31 — Jan. 6

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA AND THE
WORLD COMPILED FROM DAILY NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISHED IN COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News;  CDM—Ceyion
Daily Mirror: CO—Ceylon Observer; ST—
Sunday Times; SO—Sunday Observer; DM—
Dinamina; LD—Lankadipa; VK—Virakesari;
ATH—Aththa; SM—Silumina; SLDP—Sri Lanka-
dipa; JD—lznadina; SU--Sun; DV—Davas3;
DP—Dinapathi; =~ CM—Chinthamani; WK—
Woeekend; RR—Riviresa; DK—Dinakara; EN—

Eelanadu:  IDPR—Information Dept. Press
Release.
MONDAY, DECEMBER 3I: 198) would

be the year of greatest development seen in
Sri Lanka in recent times, Finance M nister
Rennie de Mel has said; “more money has been
voted for development than in any previous
budget in Sri Lanka; through deveiopment
we hope to give employment to the youth
and to raise the living standards of the peo-
ple”, he told a meeting which fol'owed the
opening of the Pallepola People’s Bank Branch
Office yesterday. Trade and Shippng Minister,
Lalith Achulithmudali has decided to make
spec fic provisions in the new drift company
law, now before the public in the form of a
White Peper for the reg stration of off snore
companies in Sri Lanka—CDN. Tne A |-Ceylon
Union of Teachers expects the proprie.ors of
private-non-fee-levying sclhiools to subscan-
tialy reduce the monthiy donations collected
by the schoois now that the government has
decided to pay the salaries and pensions of
teachers; a large section of parents too, expect
the proprietors of these schools to reduce the
donations in view of the high cost of living.
A Bill will be introduced in Parllament shortly
to conserve the finance of H'ndu Temples
and bring the management of the less well
managed temples under proper management.
Crowds started flocking into Anuradhapura
yesterday for tomorrow's historical ceremony
of the laying of the foundation stone at the
Jetawana Dagoba by President J. R. Jayewardene
at the zuspicious time of 3.25 p.m. The team
from the European Economic Organisation

5

consisting of 40 members from various parts
of Western Europe which was he-e recently
has expressed satisfaction with the climate in
Sri Lanka for foreign investment. The Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) which claims to be
the largest and most influential left party will
apply again to the Commissioner of Elect ons
for recognit'on as a recognised political party —
CDM. Experts from China have arrived in
Sri Lanka to help the government go ahead
with a project to set up microhydro power
units; this project, which comes on the ini-
tiative of Mahaweli Dezvelopment M nister
Gamini Dissanayake will initialy be set up
at Kalawewa and thereafter in Colombo. Sri
Lanka will have to fice considerab e inflazion
in the coming year, Finance M nister Ronnie
de Mel warned yesterday —SU. If food stamps
have been given to those not eligible to obtain
them the officers in charge will have to pay
damages up to the value of the stamps issued;
Grama Sevakas who proposed the names of
those not eligible for food stamps will be
dismissed; these decisions have been made
by the Ministry of Public Administration and
Home Affairs—DP. At a meeting of the Dcputy
Minister of Defence, high officias of the De-
fence M nistry, the three service chiels and
the IGP it was decided that anti-tercorist
activities should continue in the Norchern
Province in order to bring many terrorists
now cperating underground to book—VK.
The Yourh Front of the TULF has asked all
TULF MPs who praised the Government
Ministers in the budget debate to apologise
to the Tamil pecple; the Youth Front has
threatened to brezk up with the TULF if this
is not done—JD. A number of very important
Departments, znd Institutions and the Ministry
of Agricultural Development and Research
Mr. E. L. Senanaycke will be taken away from
him; a new Minister headed by Mr. Chan-
dra Bandara the present Deputy Minister
of Agricultural Development will be set up
and the institutions taken away from him
wili come under this M nistry —ATH. A general
meeting took place at the President’s house
between President Jayewardene and Rchana
Wijeweera lesder of the JVP; a proposal by
the PM and the Finance Minister thac Mr.
Wijewecra must be taken into the govern-
ment was discussed in this meecting but the
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leader of the JVP has refused the offer saying
it would harm their present position n the
country; Mr. Wijeweera has argued that ther:
must be some sort of upity betwzen the JVP

and the UNP but has sald that this must not

be known to the public and press as it would

harm, both the UNP and the JVP—DK.

TUESDAY, JANUARY I: Sri Lanka's ex-

penditure on petrol and “oil ‘would exczed -

seven billion rupees in 1980 at present worid
oil prices;” this represents almost 45 per-
cent of the total foreign exchange ea'nings
of the country, Finance M'nister, Ronnie de
Mcl s id yesterday. In a New Year messaze
Prime Ministe, R. Premadasa has urged the
people ‘to gird themselves to face the New
Year and go forward —CDN. "Alr Lanka—the
counitry’s nat'onal carrier—last night decided
to buy a Lockheed L 1011500 Tri Star 275 —
passenger plane to form -tie nucleus of its
new jet fleet. History will be re-enacted today
in Anuradhapura, waen President J.
wardene inaugurates the restoration of the
Jetavana Dagoba by laying the foundation stons
at the auspcious time of 3.25 p.m.—CDM.
Local and foreign letters waicy amount to
around a millicn on normal days, have increased
to around three to four million daily now due
to the New, Year season. A massive govern-
ment offensive against the traffick ng and
consumption of narcotics in Sri Lanka 's expected
to get under way in the new year —SU. The
overnment has decided to draw up ascheme

for 1980 to . face a  possible oil crisis
this scheme w1l be ~drawn up in bid to
continue_the present development projects

and  public seryices despite such problems;
comm ttees will be appointed to each ministry
to continue the planned work despite outside
problems—DV. A large number of Cs-opera-
tive heads will be removed in 1980; those
who will be sacked first will be Chairmen of
Corporations which are running at a loss and
chairmen against whom charges of alieged
malpractices and corruption are “proved  will
also be removed —DK." -

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2: Symbo-
| ising the birth of a new era with the 'naugu-
racfon of ‘the R:. -10d - million UNESCO,5ri
Latka Cultural Triangle Development Project
p esident~d. R Jayewardznes y=sterday iad
the foundation stone for the conservation o
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R. Jaya-

the 1700 year old .Ieta\'rar.'{a.” [)I.agai;;'-'..ln the

sacred city of Anuradhapura. A cstton culti- - !
“‘vation authority to promote the cultivation of -

cotton on a large scale will be set up soon,:
Textile Industries Minister Wijayapala: Mendis -
has said—CDN. Airlanka has finalised with
Thai Airways Internatonal to set up an: ultra
modern international ' flight kitchen at
Colombo Airport, Katunayake —CDM. = Presi-
dent J. R. Jayewardene yesterday called upon
political leaders to ensure that democratic
freedoms contnued to exist and development
took place within that framework—SU. Far-
reaching legislative enactmsznts providing the .
legal structure for the proportional represen-
tation and the executive presidential electoral
systems are expected to be ready for the con-
sideration of Parliament by next month, autho-
ritative official sources said today —CO. The
President is reported to be tryingfo create a
cordial atmosphere to have good relations
with India if Mrs. Gandhi comes to power;
it is reported that the government has sent
representatives to meet Mrs. Gandhi—DK.
The last meeting of the present Cabinet will
take place on January 3; 2 cabinet reshuffle
is expected after that in which a number of
present Ministers will  lose their cabinet
ranking; the President is reported to be con-
sicering asmall cabinet of 10 members 2and to
appoint 2 host of non-cabinet ministers in
charge of various projects and insticutions.
—ATH. . '

THURSDAY, JANUARY 3: Police yester-
day patted themselves on their backs when
statistics of last year's crime record went ‘on
Police tickers; 1979 had the lowest crime
record for the decade with 943 homicides
recorded till midnight on December 1. Sri
Lanka Customs yesterday introduced the use
of stickers on passengers baggage replacing
the old system of marking baggage with chalk.-
President J. R. Jayewardene yesterday said
that he would go before the people for ano~
ther mandate in 1983; whether they should
give him another term of office or not was
their duty. The ready-made garment industry
has swiftly pushed its way up 2s the third
highest foreign exchange earner, only below
that of tea and rubber, Deputy Mnister of *
Textile Industries, R. M. :Dﬁérmadésa'_Banda

said yesterday —CDN. . Since the present gov-"

ernment led by the President Mr. 1. R. Jaye-

. 4



wardene assumed office Sri Lanka's foreign
debrt service ratio has. dropped by 7.4—CDM.
Iran -has responded to a request by Sri Lanka
for oil supplies in the new year; Ceylon Pet-
roleum Corporation Chairman Daham Wimala-
sena who led a two-man oil purchasing mission
to Teheran, has concluded a deal with the
state-owned National Iranian Oil Corporation,
President J. R. Jayewardene yesterday warned
of substantial increases in all other commodi-
ties when the price of oil goes up. Police
Chief, Ana Seneviratne has declared 1980 as
Crime Prevention Year—SU. The MP for
Kamburupitiya, Albert de Silvawill pay his first
visit to the electorate with special police pro-
tection—]D. Airlarka is to buy 2 wide bodied
Alrcraft from Lockhead Company though the
international Airlines advisory institute has
recommended Boeing and DC jet planes as
the most suitable Aircrafts for Airlanka; Lock-
head Company had bribed heads of countries
to sell their Aircraft—ATH.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 4: The Sri Lanka
Government yesterday called upon the Soviet
Union to withdraw its military contingent
from the territory of Afghanistan immediately,
the Foreign Ministry said. The first stage of
the island-wide distribution of free textbooks
to students up to Grade 10 began yesterday
when I3 million text books were despatched
from the Mabaragama Training College in
Army trucks to 31 education circuits in the
five education regions. A new floor price
scheme for subsidiary food crops was intro-
duced by the Ministry of Agricultural Deve-
lopment and Research with effect from Janu-
ary |,—CDN. The President will soon be
empowered to take over any land which is
urgently required for any urban development
project for the general good of the people;
this provision is being made in the Urban
Development Projects (Special Provisions) draft
legislation which is to be presented in Parlia-
ment by the Prime Minister, R. Premadasa
shortly —CDM. The Special Presidential Com-
mission examining the misdeeds of the pre-
vious regime is likely to take up ‘the inquiry
against ex-Premier Sirimavo Bandarapaike next.
The Norwegian Parliament’s Committee on

Foreign and Constitution:| Affuirs arrived here -

yesteiday on & five-day visit—SU. A loan of
Rs. 50 million is expected this year for village
development; a part of this loan will come from
the Asian Development Bank while another
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part is expected from Japan —DP. The Labour

, 'Department is to draw up a Code of Conduct
for Foreign Employment Agencies. Mr. Anura
Bandaranaike 2nd MP for = Nuwara-Eliya-Mas-
keliya said that he will be the first to leave

the SLFP if it Is not reorganised. 1150 new

rural elecerification projects will be inaugu-

rated soon; the government hopes to obtain

the full cost of Rs. 145 million from the Asian

Development Bank. The Government is to .
give -electricity to houses on an instalment

payment basis in a bid to reduce the consump-

tion of kerosene oil; 150,000 gallons of kerosene

oil is used per day at present; the Mnister

of Trade has also requested the government

to reduce the import duty of electric cookers —

DM. From lJanuary 16, public servants will

have to do their full work and be in office

for the full office hour; heads of Departments

etc,, have been given the responsibility to

see that this is implemented successfully —DV.

There is an acute shortage of teachers in every

University according to the Minister of Higher

Education.  The Japanese government has

agreed to give a loan of Rs. 1690 million for

rural development work—DV.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 5: Persons whe
undergo voluntary sterilisation now enjoy
financial and leave incentives under a Rs. 2.5
million scheme which went into effect on
January |; under the scheme prepared by the
Ministry of Plan Implementation, employees
in the public and private sector and unem-
ployed married persons who undergo volun-
tary sterilisation will be entitled to 2 *financial
incentive”” of Rs. 100. The Asian Develop-
ment Bank will provide Sri Lanka 2 |oan of
approximately Rs. 175 million to help imple-
ment the Rs. 250 million Rural Credit Scheme,
Dr. S. T. G. Fernanda, Director Develop-
ment Finance Department of the Captral
Bank of Ceylon said yesterday. Police say that
there is no underworld in Colombo “now:
not a single incident of serious underworld
gang warfare was reported in 1979, a2 Poice
spokesman said. The Sri Lanka army has
established four Task Forces covering the
entire island; they have been set up in: the.
Southern, Central, North-Central and Northern
Regions with their headquarters in Galle, .
Kandy, Anuradhapura and Jaffna, respectively
an army spokesman said yesterday —CDN. The
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World Bank will assist economic development
of the northern and eastern regions; this aid
will be used for the integrated d:velopment
of the districts in these regions; M-~ C. Rija
durai, Minister of Regional Dev.lopment &
Hirdu and Tam| Affairs said yesterday that
the integra'ed plan would be bated on that
pattern already operat'ng in the Kurun-gia
district. The Nartional Agricultural D varsi-
fication and Settlement Authoricy (NADSA)
has a projected expenditure estimate of R
48 million this year. S+i Linky will import
more rice this year. Th's is 2 recult of the
Yala Crop recording a drop in product on.
However, the Mzha paddy crop is expzcted
to be a bumpar cro>. A Water Resources
Council will be establiched soon; the Council
would control, regulate and davelop con-
serve and ufilise the water pasources of the
country—CDM.  The United States will be
the next western indus-rialised country to
send 2 delegation, of busite smen to explore
investment poscibiities in Sri Lanka; a V'sit
by a team of American financiers and indus-
trialists is expected in May this year, according’
to official sources. Fisheries t-chnology of
science will soon be introduced as a subject
at decree level in Sri Lanka's six universi-
tirs—SU.. Petitions l'ke that to be sent to
the OPEC for concenssiopary rates, a‘e to
be seit to daveloped countries for similar
rates for the supply of rice, flour, sugar and
vehicles—VK. The Nit'onal Pricz Control
Commis-ion is to conduct a full invest gitior
to find out: whether prices of spmz consumer
articles are reasonab'y priced —DV. The CID
is now fina'ising a case azainst Mrs. Bandara-
na'ke, leader of the SLFP; the report has al-
ready been sent to the Attorn-y-General —DK,
Pclice fired tear g's to disperse pro-Upali
Wiiewardene demorstrate’ons in Kampurupi-
tiya yesterday. About 8000 people demons-
trated in protest of the first visit to the elec
torate by the new MP Mr. Albert de Silva,
Number of persons hav2 beei a-rasted. The
Presicdnt is expected to vist Kimburupitiya
soon do discuss tha situation with UNP organi-
dsations in the arza. Mr. Un2!li W jewardene
launched cimpaign in Kamburupitiya for the
seat in Par'iament—JD. The bicyce rickshawe
service which is very popular in | ndia is to be
introduced in the main cities soon. 1000 such
cycles will be imported from India by the
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National Youth Services Council and given to
unemployed youth who will pay back the cost
in 30 inctalments; the fares are to be decided
later. The government has decided to give
permission to the private sector to set up
one se=d paddy farm in each electorate —SLDP.
Students from all universities are complaining
that they do not have the basic facilities in
new campuses—RR.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6: Private sector
employers will be requireed by law to pay
3 per cent of each employee's wages fto a
special trust fund that will shortly be set up
to invest such finds to provide retirement
benefits for those employees; the 3 per cent
will be in addition to the EPF contributions
both employers and employees already —make;
the additional payment will provide benefits
over and zbove those offered by the EPF to
retiring members. The cinema ‘ndustry which
feared that the advent of television in Sri
Lanka would affect its prefitablity cays that
this has not been so up to now—S0. S ilanka
has succeeded in its dip'omrtic moves to con-
tain the activities of certain pro-Eelam ele-
ments in Europe; at the request of the Sri
Lanka government, France has now clamped
a prior visa requirement on all Larkan’s v sit-
ing the countiy—ST. The exodus of Sri Lan-
kars to West Asfa, mey hamper Sr Lonka’s
develepment programme if the outflow of
skilled manpower keeps incressirg 'n the
future, accord'ng to a survey by the M n'stry
of Plan implementation —WK. The Srate
Film Corporation has requested the govern-
ment to grant permission for it to c'ose down
theatres which do not provide the required
facilities to entertainees —CM.

| OFFICIAL EXCHANGE RATES

Ii Official E>change Rates of Commercial
' Banks to their custemers for Telegrzphic
| P

| Transfers fixed on Tuesday this week
were as follows: —

' CURRENCY PER 100 UNITS
: Buying Rate Selling Rate

U.S. Dollar Rs. 1544.50 Rs. 1547.50
| Sterling Pound Rs. 3520.50 Rs. 3526.50

| Deutsche Mark  Rs. 891.70 Rs.” 893.30

French Franc Rs. 382.00 Rs. 382.70
| Japanese Yen Rs. 6.4625 Rs. 64775
| Indian Rupees Rs. 195.55 Rs. 195.95
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IN A FREE MARKET ECONOMY

: WHy Subsidise Cocdnuts?

*“by Dr. M. L, M, Salgado
" B.Sc. (Lond), Ph. D. (Cantab), Dip. Agric. (Cantob)

“IT IS TIME that someone made some
. ertic’'sm of the present Gavernment Policy
of subsidising the consumer of coconuts
.at the expense of the owner of coconut
" lands, now mostly small holders of 50
~ acres extent after the Land Reform catas-
trophe fell on the owners of these lands
in 1974. The few coconut LATIFUNDIA of
" the pre-Land Raform period went overboard,

and even the so-called Coconut c pitalists
~ went overboard to the category of small hold-
- ers, while some landless individuals and so-
called peasants got balances of such lands dis-
sected into half acre proprietors.

Coconuts have been the Cinderella of
the 3 plantation crops —tea, rubber and coco-
nuts. Coconuts fetched even in so-cilled boom
. times what were marginal prices. Though
- the majority of coconut owners even bzfore
‘Land Reform, were petit bourgeois school
masters, small businessmen, rural mudalalis
with little capital, and peasant small holders,
the coconut industry had barely survived.

Even in 1933 nearly three decades ago,
when | joined the Caconut Risearch Institute
copra fetched Rs. 35 per candy, and nuts were
~ sold for Rs. 20/— per 1000 nuts from Bandirip-
. puwa Estate owned by the CRI. At that
' time even husks were sold for Rs. 5/— per
" 1000 while today husks are bought by coconut
~ fibre mills at Rs. 60 per 1000 while in contrast
nuts till recently were controlled at Rs. 750
to Rs. 800 depending on nut size till the recent
increase to Rs, 1000 to Rs. 1100 per 1000 nuts.

While tea and rubber represent former
Sterling Companies and foreign cap'tal, local
Rupee Companies and now state org:nisations
such as Janawasama, the State Plantations
! Corporation, and Janawasa (called Janavasamas
" in recent Parliamentary debates), enjoyed
good market prices and did even enjoy boom
. profits at some time during the last 3 decades,
* from the post-Depression period after the
. thirties, coconuts never shared these good
. fortunes and yet remain the CINDERELLA of
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these three crops. Only in 1933 there was a
temporary boom when copra went up to Rs. 60.
per candy, which did not last long. Even
during World War Il the Commodity Price
Agreement let our country down and let
down owners of coconut lands.

instead of BOOM prices those who nego-
tiated the agreement were not sharp enough
at a time when wa should have got our pound
of flesh for coconut oil, copra and paonac—
we were bought over cheap and caught nap-
ping. Surely charity begins at Home.

At that time during World War II, Rubber
was slaughter tapped and inspite of Sir Oliver
Goonetilleke's pleadings, the price of rubber
too though high when compared to the cor-
responding coconut prices offered by the
British Government, was low in a monopoly
market. We may have been caught un in
the sentimental appeal to help the War Effort,
Ere were in the end ultimately cheated in the

eal.

SINCE THEN the cost of production (COP), cost
of inputs of coconuts, have risen steedly, the
rupee devalued. The World Market of Coconut
Oil is today Rupees 8000/~ per metric ton and
on the plea that coconut enters the domestic eco-
nomy, its local price is artificially controlled
at a very low level, contrary to all principles of
the Free Market Economy and Liberalised Market
Economy. Rs. 1000 per 1000 nuts today is on
a devalued currency, is a cruel joke on the coconut
economy and the coconut producer, The
Government only talks loud-mouthed about a FREE
ECONOMY but does not apply it to coconuts.

Today, In fact, the uncantrolled coconut
mark-=t in a Free Economy should be zt least
Rs. 2,500 per 1000 nuts or more. But Inspite of
the Free Economy, nut prices are control'ed
via the Coconut Oil and copra market, and
export control by Government contrary to
all Free Economy rules and Principles,

Coconut owners have become the MILCH
COW for Sri Lanka consumers for their pol
Sambol and rich curries. Similarly for the
benefit of local consumers, why not supply
tea at a subsidised price now that the State
really is the owner of tea plantations managed
by JEDB and the State Plantztions Corporation?
The price of a cup of plain tea {khata as it is
called) costs 40 cents, a very high cost of an
essential beverage as essential for all classes
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of Sri Lankans both rich and poor to whom
it is dope in an sge of stress and strife, that
keeps the worker up and doing and free from
ennui depression. :

So why not have a tea price for the
locals at least half the export price!
A subsidy of 50 per cent of the export
' yalue for the local population to whom
- tea is an essential article of diet as
" ‘coconuts, would be a reascnable eco-
nomic and social measure. What is
. good for the coconut producer should
_ also apply to the tea produter. What
_is sauce for the Tea Goose should be
~also sauce for the Coconut Gander.
So why not fix a price for tea for the
local market quite irrespective of the
world Market Free Eccnomy and the
Market economy go to hell as in the
* case of the coconut Economy. Let the
" large balance be exported on a Free
Economy based on World Market trends.
While at the same time increase pro-
duction of Tea as it should be.

Now that the State (LRC) via the JEDB
and the State Plantations Corporation owns
and manages the coconut estates or the bulk
of the good productive estates, let the Ntional
Livestock Development Board, which is vested
with some of the highest yielding estates
(cocenut estates) such as Marandavila and
Melsiripura estates which 2re some of the
highest yielding in the lsland provid: the nuts
to the consumer at any subsicised price and
produce livestock in preference to coco-
nuts say at cents 75 per nut so that the
consumer can have adequate supply of POL
SAMBOL to eat his expensive bread to form a
balanced dict. Recently it was stated in the
press that the young Member of Parliament
for Ch law had arranged to issuz nuts to Ch law
consumers at 75 cents per nut from Palugas-
wewa Estate. So why not ext=nd this libera-
lised market economy to aii State LRC plan-
tations, instead or fleecing coconut producers.
Let there be some consistency in this game
of 2 FREE ECONOMY.

ALL THIS TALK of protecting the consumer
and his rice and POL SAMBOL at the expense
of the coconut producer is very unfair by a
large section of producers, both socially and

consumer instead of victimising the cotonut
producers.

If eggs are now Rs. 1/50; Rice Rs. 4/50 a:
measure or more today, Bread Rs. 1/25 2 Ib.,
and the cheapest vegetable ‘‘Bandckka™ Rs.
2/50 to Rs. 4/- a \b., onions at Rs. 8/50 and
chillies Rs. I5/- to Rs. 18/- per Ib., why should
the coconut owners be victimised to relieve
consumers and receive Rs. 1000/- per 1000
nuts as the wholesale price or Rs. |[- for 2 nut.
It is 2 meeningless discrimination. There is
talk of Paddy price being raised to Rs. 60 as
the inputs are very heavy. The Hon. Minister
of Coconut Industries and the ADA zre pre-ch-
ing in Nattandiya Electorate that coconut
palms should be manured. We give Bank
Loans, they say, but there is no response.
They will not manure at the present prices
with the present cost of Inputs and labour
costs at Rs. 12/50 per day, cost of fertilisers,
transport costs, high cost of picking ard en
top of all these disincencives, the deterrent
caused by mass organised stealing of nuts today
in 2l estate areas which necessitate employing
extra watchers unheard of in the good oid
days. Today an extra watcher means Rs. 300
per month (Rs. 3,600 per afnnum).

it is a very simple process to siop exports
of copra, DC and oil and poonac. But it is a
fatal method of subsidising the local consumers.
D/C miliers till recently had windfall profits,
though they were not the primary producers of
coconut. They are in fact the middlemen making
good money by a system of forward contracts.
Even from DC millers the coconut producers
never had a fair price for their nuts.

The world international nut market is based,
on the World Oil market. Coconut Oil at Rs.
8500 per metric ton, can be equated with a fozal
Nut Market of at least Rs. 2500 per 1000 nuts
on an equivalent conversion basis for oil, copra
and DC fresh nuts and taking into consideration
the value of poonac which too is feiching Beom
prices on an expart market (Rs. 250 per ton
of poonac).

WHY SHOULD THE COCONUT OWNER
WHO IS THE PRIMARY PRODUCER ALONE
BE PENALISED BY PRICE TAGGING BY
STATE INTERFERENCE IN A FREE LIBERA-

morally. Certainly there should be 2 more
reisonable way of assisting the Sri Lankan LISED OPEN MARKET!
TRIBUNE, January 19, 1980itized by Noolaham Foundation. 10
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WHAT 1S GOOD for Tea should also be good
for the Coconut. The prices. controlling the
world economy is correlated to the general
World Economy. We cannot have it both
ways, and keep the cake and eat it at the same
time. We cannot have it both ways and have
a Free Economy for Tea, Rubber, Gem and
Plumbago merchants, Textile Manufacturers
and Corporation Industries and sell tractors
at_exhorbitant Free Economy prices of Rs.
157,000 for a 4-wheel tractor, (that formerly
was Rs. 17,000/-) and Rs. 27,000 for a untested
Japanese Tractor (which formerly was Rs.
7,500). Heaven alone knows who gets the
fat commissions—the Corporations or any
individual who negotiates the tenders and/or
contracts.

The Coconut Industry today represents
an economy of 50 acre owners and 65 per cent
comprised even before the implementation
of Land Reform; 65 per cent of the total coconut
acreage and not even 59 “Estates”, even
those managed by the JEDB (Janawasama)
and the State Plantations Corporation which
are now the ultimate owners on behalf of ths
State. The days of Coconut Latifundia of the
pre-Land Reform days are no more.

In Rupee companies comprising coconut
lands, there are numerous Shareholders: who
are people with marginal incomes whe have
invested their Provident Fund moneys, their
gratuities, which were taken over by the
Land Reform Commission, who have not yet
been paid a cent compensation, while Sterling
companies dnd individual proprietors have
been paid by the Compensation Board ade-
quate compensation, while the small investors
of this land of ours who have invested in co-
conuts have to' undergo privation.

LET FREE ECONOMY AND THE LIBERA-
LISED FREE MARKET APPLY TO EVERY-
BODY AND MORE SO TO THE COCONUT
PRODUCERS WHO SUPPLY THE NUT FOR
THE POL SAMBOL. AND OUR CURRIES,
and not only to the WORLD MARKET in
Duke Street. i 2

1 Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

BOOK. REVIEW

Local Government

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND DECEN-
TRALISED ADMINISTRATION By Dr.
G. R. Tressie Leitan, B.A. (Hon:) Ceylon;
M.Sc. (London); Ph.D. (London.)  Published
by Lake House Investments Ltd. Paper back:
Rs. 80/— Hard cover: Rs. 115/—.

“The case, indeed, for a strong system
of Local Government ‘in any State is C'ear al-
most beyond .the need of discuision. We
cannot recdise the full benefit of democratic
Government unless we begin by the adm's-
sion that all problems are not central prob'ems,
and that the results of preblems not central
in their incidence require decisicn at the

‘place, znd by tha persons, whare and by whom

the incidence is most deep'y felt” wrote Hzrold
J. Laski in A Grammar cof Politics. In order
thus to ensure that the fruits of economic

growth are more evenly spread and become

the heritzge of the mzny and not rema'n the
preserve of the few, Governments will need
to find a vehicle through which this obejective
can be achieved. That the local government
system is pre-eminently the best and cannot
be excelled is a premise that can hardly be
questioned. i

Having read for her doctorate at the
London School of Economics, it is hardly a
matter for surprise that Dr. Tressie Leitan
should have chosen this subject for her the is.
She writes “this book is basicaly the thesis
for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy which
(she) presented to the University of London,
modified and revised to include later develop-
ments of importance.” Prof. Peter Self of
the LSE, under whose guidence 2nd super-
vision Dr. Leitan completed the thesis, in his
preface to the work, writes “a future reader
of Dr. Leitan's work will find it a fascinating
study of an administrative system in evolution.”

THE FIRST CHAPTER commences with the
historical backgroind of the .administrative
infra-structure from  as far back as the 3:d
century B.C. and brings us to contemparary
times. -Under the monarchy, Sri Lanka could
boast of an 2dministrative system no less vidble
thafi latef.: Dr.:k6itan stdres “the picture thit
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emerges is of an orderly hierarchical system
~derlving from the authority of the king and
operating through a provinclal and district
admintetrative structure reaching down to
the villages.” -Is it any different now?

One of the greatest problems of the
present day, anywhere, is that whenever
there is an increase in central contro!, we
lose or tend to lnse control of much of what
is belng done, Mareover there is the inevitas
ble delay and buck passing. At a time when
demand is severe, when elected governments
have to keep faith with the people who elected
them to govern, delay, buck passing and play-
ing safe all the time will not be tolerated.
The citizen will not stand it and government
eannnt countenance this.  Hence the case
consclously and dellberately to decentralise
and to devolve responsibilities assumes an
important dimension. In this context we
chould be thankful to Dr. Leitan for making
her work available, :

is a limit to the drive and
Cabinet Minister can apply
to the mu'tivlicity of local situations that
emerge from time to time. Therefore what
s required is a rational determinztion of what
is to be centralised and what decentral'sed
w'th respect not only to general governmental
functions but also to economic and social
activitles. In this situation would anything
be more desirable than to promote a local
government system that could best provide
Heame sub-stations of social power throughout
the country and thereby contribute to the
infrasstructure formation of the country aimed
ultimately at the improvement of living stand-
ards” (Prof. Henry Maddick). Such a system
when well developed could be 2 tremendous
force for improvement and development.

There surely
initlative that a

IN CHAPTER I the author traces the deve-
lopment of local government starting from
the Gamsabhawas. Unquestionably Sri Lanka
has had an excellent system of local govern-
ment over the centuries—from as far back as
the 3rd century BC. Quoting Governor Sir
Henry Ward, the author comments that
modern local government “may be supposed
to be bullt on the foundations of the Gam-
sabhawas”. - Dr. Leitan further points out
chat ‘it was in 1946 that the culminating plece
of legistation of the period pyt an end almost

TRIBUNE, January 19, 1980

completely to the tutelage of the Government
Agent, for In that year was passed the Local
Government (Administrative Regions) Ordin-
ance 57 of 1946, It will be noted therefore
that 1t was only during the last 35 years that
the local government system in this country
was able to develop once more an identity
of its own in an environment that nourished
the full flowaring of an ancient system that
had intimately been woven into the very web
of our national life.

Referring to the development of local
government, Dr. Leltan states “Thus today
local government In Sri Lanka continues basie-
ally as it was in the Donoughmore era. Inde-
pendence and the imperatives of planned deve-
lopment have had no effect on it: its functions
have not Increased apprecably, cramped and
made impotent by (mainly) financial inade-
quacies”. She adds “consequently, local gov-
ernment occupies 2 minor place within the
administrative system which is dominated by
government departments operating parallel to
each other.” The author has expressed con-
cern that “unless there is radical overhauling
of the entire administrative system which
associates democratic local government more
closely and more vitally with the overall pro-
gramme of action this pattern which has deve-
loped over the decades is likely to continue.”

Prof. Henry Maddick has also expressed
similar views.  “Administrators and public
servants” he says “soften single hearted en-
thusiasts for their speciality, easily forget that
the citizen is a single integrated percon not
to be approached by different agencies of
government on different days w'th conflicting
suggestions and requests different ways
of getting about their work.” Anyone who
has knowledge of how the bureaucracy operat:s
in the rural areas will understand how this
multiplicity of village level organisations, many
of them performing the same functions as the
local authority, creates confusion in the minds
of the rural population.

MOST DEPARTMENTS of the central govern~
ment have their field organisations in the
district, Independent of the local authorities.
When there is a legally constituted body In
the villge, which In fact is a legal person with
powers to undertake the same tasks, it would
appear to be an eminently desirable arrange-
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ment for the institutions (the local authorities)
elected by popular vote to be given the neces-
sary powers and other Infrasstructure facilitles
to carry out those functions. Perhaps the
*financial inadequacies” referred to by Dr.
Leitan can be a major constraint. But there
Is a massive infusion of central government
funds already Into the local authority exch2quer.
Whether and how this could be improved
Is 2 matter for decision at the highest political
level, What, however, should be encouraged
even in the existing context is greater rapport
between the state officers in the districts and
the local bodies. The administrators and tech-
nocrats are drawn largely from a different
milieu from the rural people and the leadership
thrown up by it. It has been observed, as
Dr, Leitan herself points out at page 76, that
this rapport is poss'ble where an understanding
but not condescending attempt is made, ;

We now stand at the edge of a New
Frentier for local government uid:r a Minister
whose complete dedicition to local govern-
melt Is the surest guarantee for it’s continued
growth and certain survival as an instrument
of intimate citizen participation. Propourtional
representation and the supremaly desirable
election of Mayors and Ciairmen directly by
the people themselves will contribute w a
stable and representative local government
system, The setting up of Rurai Councils in
due course will be yet another watersaed in
it's evolution.

In the same Chapter II, | find that Dr,
Leitan has quoted a comment in the Chuksy
Commission (SP 33 of 1955) wiich is of com-
plete relevai.ce to conteniporary times as well
“If the business of guverument is always to
continue to remain n the hands of ufficials,
controlled from the centre, then the gap that
has existed in the past between thuse who
are governing and the governed will remain
as wide as it has been”. The question that
necds the serious attention of all cuncerned
is to determine how this gap can be eliminated.
Should the transfer of authority from the
nstional capital be by deconcentration to field
officers of the suate ur by devolutivn to local
government authurities?

THE CHAPTER ON CENTRAL - LOCAL
_RELATIONS is of special siguificance —~to state
officers and practitioners of local government.

13

It has been said that the bureaucrat who has

'@ subeculture of his own, finds it difficult to

come to terms with the elected organs of
local self government. Dr, Leitan refers to
four types of central control =Legislative, Judi-
clal, Ministerial{/Administrative and F:nancial.
She discusses each type in depth, and separately,
The question that Immediately comes to
my mind is whether central surveillance of
local authority activity should be in the nature
of policing, of unceasingly looking over the
shoulder, or in the nature of the classical
concept, repeated ever so often, of being a
friend, philosopher and guide. If local govern-
ment is to grow, if the elected representatives
of each locil authority are to daliver the ser-
vices, then it should unquestionably be the
latter. Else initiative will be stifled, growch
emasculated and lines of communication choked
and the gap about which the Choksy Com-
mission expressed some fear will become a
reality. This Chapter deserves special study,

In the next chapter Tressie Leitan refers
to what she describes as *‘Yertical Depart-
mentalism', in relation to Government De-
partments and about the relationship witch
Local Authorities. She pointedly remarks
“In many developing countries it is not un-
common to find field services of minlscries
providing most services while local authorities
are relegated to a relatively minorrole”. She
makes reference also to Prof. Henry Maddick's
observations in Democracy, Decentralisation
and Development that “in the early stages
when local government is not well developed,
the relationship between central and local
government will necessarily be that of tutor
and pupil, the central government agencies
providing basic services with local authorities
taking over what they can and whnep they

can.

In our country local government autho«
rities discharge specified mandatory functions
and provide the logistic and infra-structure
support for the delivery of a wide range of
services needed by the community. Their
response to the needs of the community differs
from the central government agencies, wiich
aiso deliver services to the people, by the ‘grass
roots’ involvement of the people. Local autho-
rities can be said to constitute the sensors
at the very smaliest unit of a community, They
are not extensions of the central governmeng
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field agencies and services. -They are autono-
mous bodies deriving their powers from the
statutes enacted by the national legislature
itself. , AR

‘AN - IMPORTANT SECTION in this book
is-the chapter on the Role of the Member
of Par'lament with'n the District. “Despite
Sri Lanka's transition to Independence there
was no fundemental re-shaping of her politico:
adminictrative structure’ Tressie Leitan writes.
She continues “Independence was accompanied,
however, (especia'ly after 1956) by 2 politically
awakened electorate, able to articulate it's
demands for a shars of state benefits. The
result was the politicising of the system. but
mostly in the sense of an increase in the power
and influence of the Member of Parliament™.
The appointment of District Ministers. now
provides political direction 3t the summit
of district administration.

Commenting on the institution of Ombuds-
mzn adopted by Sweden in 1809, the author
writes ‘‘a number of countries have found
the institution of Ombudsman a very useful de-
vice for the investigation of citizen grievances.”
Finland, Denmark, New' Zealand and Britain
have  their versions of Ombudsman, while
Yugoslavia, Poland, "USSR and Japan have
their own variations of the system. An in-
teresting remark by a US Serator has been
referred to by the author. “Why in the world
would anyone want to have another Ombuds-
man in Washington? After all we have 535
of them already in Congress?” ;

In the concluding chapter the author
writes “In attempting to device a rstional
decentralised model for Sri Lanke which can
cffectively combine democratic vizbility with
efficency in ‘adm nistration, a number of fac-
tors which are of importance in the country
have to be taken into consideration. Some
of these are social, political, cultural and soc o-
logical factors (the impzact of which will in-
evitably affect it's working) its centralised
traditicn end administrative arr.ngements
which have developed over the years, a5 well
~as the ‘need for rapid and susta'ned develop-
‘ment.” Such 2 ‘rational decentralised’ ad-
_ministrative infra-scructure has become ‘an
imperative now when the country has under-
taken massive development progrfammes and
Jpr:gjglcfs“cu.tting’ right across 2 number of de:
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partments and Ministries. Success would
depénd to a large extent on 2 multi-disciplinary
approach which also means an integrated
strategy. An administration sensitive to the
‘social, political; cutlural and sociological’ com=-
pulsions is an indispensable need. ;

THERE HAVE off and on bzen critical com-
ments on the pub'icservice. The Sun of 10.9.79
carried an excellent and dispassionate editorial
comment on the vexed problem and con-
cludes “a careful study of both sides of the
coin is long overdue” referring to the compaint
“that public servants have a tendency of passing
the buck and that they lack 2 sense of urgency
politicians have” and urges much study into
the roots of the problem. The same editorial
adds that “he (the public servant) is not pro-
tected by a Public Service Commission anymore
though it has been promised that such a Com-
mission on the lines of the independent Judicial
Services Commission will be established” Dr.
Leitan makes a brief reference to the present
position at page 254 of her book. Her obser-
vyations at pages 37 et seq are also of
interest. :

Dr. Leitan deserves our thanks for un-
dertaking this study, particularly at a
time when reform in relation to district
administration are eng2ging the serious at-
tention of the authorities. In a process of
decentralisation and devolution, local govern-
ment authorities' will unquestionab'y be called
upon to play a vital role. With the appoint-
ment of District Ministers, the decision making
process and the determination wof priorities
in respect of district needs, is shifting to the
periphery from the national capital. A study
of Dr. Leitan’s book will be a most rewarding
exercise for all of us, but particularly to the
public servant and the local government servant.

This is a bock that should find a place
in every local authority library.

Devaratnam Danforth.

e
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SIXTH SEPTEMBER
by S. P. Amarasingam

In the morning and evening plenary
sessions .of the Sixth Summit on Thursday,
September 6, a further 25 heads of state or
_governmients and heads of delegations made
their  statements—bringing the number
who had spoken at the end of the day to 54.
The speakers in tha morning session included
‘Commander Daniel Octega of Nicaragua and
Maurice Bshop of Grenada—from countrigs
“which had just joined the Movement. Others
who spoke in. the morning session weare Zia
Ul Haq, President of Pakistan; S. N. Mishra,
Foreign Minister of India and head of the
Indian delegation; Brigadier General Moussa
Troacre, President of Mali; Sekon Toure,
President of Guinez; and Godfrey L. Binaisa,
President of Uganda. The morning session
was chaired by Fabes Burnham, Prime Minis-
ter of Guyana.

The evening session was chaired by Sergio
Ramirez of Nicaragua. The first speaker was
Adam Malik, Vicc-President of Indonesia. The
others ware Mannel Pinto da Cosia, Presidznt
of the Republic of Sac Tomz and Principe,
Abdul Fateh Isma'l, President of the People’s
Democratic Republic of Yemen, Seon Ma
biane, Prime Minister of Gabon; Heo Sango
Amba, President of the Legislative Council
of Zaire; Pedro Pires, Prime Minister of Cape
Verde; Masti Bouabih, Prime Minister of
Morocco; Moumeon Abdul Gayoon, President
of tha Maldives; Cecil Dennis, Foresign M nister
of Liberia; Hassan Makki, first Deputy Minis-
ter of North Yemen; Sam Nugoma, President
of SWAPQ; lJoseph Brincat, deputy Prime
Minister of Malta; Asan Mufa Camara, Vice
President of Gambia; A. M. Mogve, Forcign
minister of Botswana; S. M. B, Mubarak Al
Khalifa, Foreign M risier of Bahrain; Mustafa
Niasse, Foreign Minister of Senegal; Simeon
Ake, Foreign Minister of the lvory Coast;
Ahmedeu Ould Abd tian, Forcign Minister of
Mauritania. The session was concluded at
4.30 a.m. on Friday (September 7).

ZIA UL-HAQ, PRESIDENT OF PAKISTAN,
‘called for a fundamental restructuring of the
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world economic system, adding that the deve-
loping countries should participate in the dis-
cussions, ‘on the adoption of decisions ' that
have 2 bearing on their future. The existing
trends, he said, leading to the further im-
poverishment of developing countries and to
the widening of international economic in-
equalities must now be halted 2nd reversed.
For | believe that there is no more urgent
issue for the internztional community than
to provide the opportunity for two thirds
of the human race to be delivered from the
scourge of hunger, sickness, ignorance and
degradation.” Zia Ul Haq also said that he
hoped that the partic'pation in the 6th Sum-
mit would make it krown that they have
renewed their dedication and commitment
to the objectives and principles of non-align-
ment, He drew attention to the spacial signi-
ficance of the 6th Summit's being held in
Havana, adding that it represented “‘a land-
mark in our collective struggle for political
and economic independence.” Regarding his
country’s relations with- the Soviet Union,
he said that they were developing in many
fields, adding, ‘‘we appreciate in particular
the invaluable assistance given to us by the
Soviet Union, especially in the development
of our heavy industry.”” He sajd that Pakistan’s
relations with “its great Asian neighbour,
the People’s Republic of China, have been
close and friendly”’. He concluded by saying
that the reform of the world monetary and
commercial system is one of the most'crucial
issues in the struggle for a new international
econornic order and that the present system
was actually a perpetuation of colonialist and
imperialist exploitation.

INDIA'S FOREIGN  MINISTER, SHYAM
NANDAN MISHRA said that his country
would never let up in its opposition to op-
pression, racism and exploitation. He said,
“For us, non-alignment was never equidistance
or neutrality.” Regarding the most pressing
issues in the international situation, he said,
“We cannot allow ourselves to act in any
way that is contrary to the principles of the
Movement,” which are dedicated to safe-
guarding peace, and he brought up the ques-
tion of the dissolution of military alliances,
He cited the Final Declaration of the Colombg
Summit Conference to back up what he had
to say regarding economic problems, and he
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said that the historic role of tha 6th Summit
In Havana rasted on “making our idaas mora
operative.,” Spaak ng of thz problams in Sou-
theast Asia, hesaid th2y continuz to be a sourcs
of concern. Ragarding the Middle Eist, hesaid
that the Egypt-lsrael agreement had aroused
fears and that Israel’s intransigent attitude had
become even more markad since the agreemant
had been signed. He emphasised, *“'If peace Is
to be last'ng; Israel must first withdraw from
the occupied territories,” add'ng that a solu-
tion to the Palestinian problem was basic to
solvng the Middle East conflict. He called
for developing countries to take an active
part in the international economic negotiations,
mentioning the failure of a number of forums
due to the lack of a political w.ll on the part
of the developed countries. He concluded
by saying, “To be non-aligned means to be
aligned w.th truth and truth always wins in
the end.”

BRIGADIER GENERAL MOUSSA TRAORE,
PRESIDENT OF MALI, underlined the fact
that the Movement of Non-aligned Countries
that was meeting for the first time in Latin
‘America was a tribute to the courageous
people of Cuba. In appraising the situation
in Africa and Asia, he said that the peoples
of Namibia and Zimbabwe, led respectively
by SWAPOQ and the Patriotic Front, will defeat
the policy of racism and apartheld and win
their independence. Ha also dealt with the
roblem of Western Sahara, whose people
e said, have an inalienable right to be free.
He brought up the matter of recognizing the
Palestinian people’s right to independence,
self-determination and the establishment of
a state of their own. Regarding the situation
in Cyprus, he called for the demilitarization
of the conflict. He also called for consolidating
the unity of the Muvement through the stricc
observance of its principles and regulations
ard for the Movement to maintain its concept
of solidarity since the forces of reaction persist
in their hostility. He concluded by saying
that the Movement must continue to serve
the interests of peace and a fairer world order,

AHMED SEKOU TOURE, PRESIDENT OF
GUINEA suid that imperiaiism continued to
be a grave danger to all the peoples, caiefly
those in the developing countries “‘that are
demanding a new economic order and calling
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for falr chingas that will gusrantes a falr re.
miuizration of tha 2T arts mad: by thr works
ing p2rsla’ Ha1 said that nan-ilignmant did
not m@in camaromise nor indiff:ranca, since
th2 Movemt wis neither neutral nor in-
diffzrent when it cam2 to distinguishing bet-
w2en good or evil. ‘‘We've made our choice
batwaen colonization and national indepen-
dance,” he said, “between apartheid and
racial equality, between racism and non-
discrimination, betwazen the economic plund-
ering of nations and the free and full enjoy-
ment of the people’s productive efforts....
....ln Guinea we have opted for a socialist
revolution, which liberates man and the masses,
socializing the individual and humanizing so-
ciety,”” He called for the withdrawal of Israeli
troops from all the territories occupied by
them and for the exercise of the right to self-
determination and the establishment of an
independent and sovereign Palestinian state,
H: proposed that all delegations to the 6th
Summ't “‘cast aside all reservations, that the
delegation of the non-aligned people of Peo-
ples’ Kampuchea, of the effective government
of Kimpuchea, might take up its rigieful
place in the Conference, contributing to its
success.’

At this stage, Forbes Burnham who was
presiding over this part of the session, read
a report on tha davastating hurricane that
recently hit the east Caribbean island of
Dominica causing widespread damage and many
deaths, |t was also reported that close to 60,000
people out of the island’s total population of
80,000 lost their homes. Bananas and other

crops on which the island’s survival depends,

were ruined. The island's economy was des-
troyed and its infrastructure is almost none
existent, The chairman urged the members
of the Movement to give their full support
and assistance to the people of Dominica. He
then announced Sri Lanka's contribution of
25,000 dollars to Dominica’s rehabilitation
fund. Cuba “is going to contribute a signl-
ficant and fundamantal sum that President
Fidel Castro with his proverbial modesty,
won't allow me to announce’: the Palestine
L beration Organisation 10,000 dollars; Cyprus,
25,000; the U.ited Arsb Emirates 100,000;
Iruq, one m ilion dollars, Kuwait one mil:iea;
India, 50,000; Pakiscan 25,000, Syria, one
milion,



‘5ANDINISTA  COMMANDER DANIEL
ORTEGA commented o1 a cipitalist news
agency's despatch that had reported in a
biased way thit Nicarigua had recogaized
the People’s Rapublic of Kimpuchea, Ortega
said thit, according to the dispatch, by so
doing N'caragua had a'igned Itself with the
Soviet Union. The problem is, he said, that
Imperialism can’t conceive of a country libe-
rating itself. “When we won our war aga nst
Somoza-ism”, he said “these sam: agencies
charged Costa Rca, Panama and Cuba wth
having intervened.” Ha said that N carazua
officially recognizes the government of the
People’s R:public of Kampuchea as the sole
government entitled to fill that country’s
seat in the Non-d'igned Movement, Afer
supporting all iiberation movements in Africa,
Asla and Latin America he referred to Nica-
ragua’s internal situation, the Sandinista N wio-
nal Liberation Front fighter said that the war
had paralysed the country. He drew atten-
tion to the fuct that the wars fought against
three Yankee interventions had ecost 200,000
lives and the war against Somoza 50,000 most
of them children, teenagers between 8 and
20 years of age. Ortega also charged Isras|
with being an accomplice of Somoza and the
Instrument on which imparialism had relied
to the last, Ortega condemned the Camp
David agreement signed by Egypt and Isruel
under US sponsorsh:p. Again on the subject
of Nicaragua’s current problems, he said the
external debt stood at 1500 million dollars,
the losses sustained by the war amounted to
580 million and ancther 741 million are needed
To reactlvate production,

MAURICE BISHOP, PRIME MINISTER OF
GRENADA gave a brief outline of his home-
land, from slavery, colonialism and nec-colo-
nialism to Eric Gairy's tyrannical times. He
pointed out that the neo-colonial heritage
resulted in full dependence on imperial.sm
with the resulting dire poverty, uiemploy-
ment, malrutrition, illiteracy, superstition and
Mass m gration, among other evils. He said
that with the advent of a revolutionary era,
a new, just, free and revolutionary life is open
to Grenada whose people now enjoy the
right to sucial and eccnomic just.ce, and the
right to work. He referred to all the more
Important problems of the world today and
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in a discussion of regional problems ire said

there are sizis of a ellapse of colonialism
and expressed support for the indepandance
and territorial integrity of the people of B:lize
and solidarity with the Puerto R.can Socialist
Party and its people who are struggling for
independence. He also congratulated Malta
for the elimination of the NATO military
bases on its soil and said jts example served
as a reminder that there are some 30,000
imperialist soldiers in the Caribbean.

If there hadn’t been a Cuba, the world
would have never seen the first socialist re-
volution in the West in this century and nei~
ther would it have learned that blockades
and isolation do not prevent the consolidation
of a revolutionary process when the people
want it and do not give in. He also cited Cuba
as an example of wiat socialism can accom-
plish in a small country and this is what im-
perialism fears most; the example of the suc-
cesses of the Cuban Revolution. Bishop
said the Movement must break dow, the
artificial barriers set up and maintained by
colonialism and neo-colonialism in this region
for countries, adding that Grenada would
do all it could to have tine peoples of the
region become a single Latin American people,

He went on to say: “‘Last waek, shortly
before coming to this Conference, we
received a cadble from the Secretary
of State of the United States whicn
said that if we participated in the con-
ference we would be in the front ranks
of the efforts by Cuba to try to des-
troy and divide the Movement. They
said these were efforts aimed at des-
troying the OAS and undermining tae
pacifying role of that organization, and
it was hoped that we in Grenada would
join with other forces to prevent tnat
from happening. Of course, tnere
were several options open to us. We
could have repiied to the Secretary of
State telling him that we have nover
given advice to any country and es-
pecially not to the United states on
how it should conduct its own aifairs
in any organisation to waich tney oae
long. Buc we didn't decide oa caat
course, on that aliernative. Whnat we
did was to be sure that our participa«
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tion in the Conference, our uninhi-
. bited remarks, in line with the interests
- of the suffering peoples and countries
- which are struggling for their fresdom,
for their independence and for their
: rights to self-determination, along with
. 93 other countries, would be the most
: categorical reply we could give to any
- suggestion that we were going to try

to divide or undermine the process
. of non-alignment.”

Maurice Bishop also expressed support
for the effort of some progressive and Third
World countries for a new ‘world based on
social and economic justice for the peoples.
He backed the proposal by Saddam Hussein
for the creation of a world fund to fight infla-
tien in addition to calling for universal soli-
darity with Dominica which was hard hit by
Hurricane David. He also expressed appre-
ciation to the Movement members who have
announced that they will give economic zid
for this purpose.

THE PRESIDENT OF UGANDA, GODFREY
L. BINAISA, was the last to speak in the morn-
ing session. He stated, “We are committed
to the struggle for upholding the sacred - prin-
ciples and the noble ideals that sustain the
Non-aligned Movement,” and he szid that
the National Liberation Front of Uganda and
its government ‘“‘are ready to extend a friendly
hand to even those countries that gave aid
and support to ldi Amin during our war for
national liberation.”  He pointed out that
non-alignment did not mean that Uganda
was not going to have relations with coun-
tries that are outside the Movement. “There-
' fore' he added, ‘‘we will accept economic
aid and foreign investments in certain area
of our country’s economy, as long as this zid
and these investments do not compromise
our country’s independence.”

The President of Ugsnda expressed his
support for the struggles being waged by the
peoples of South Africa, Palestine, Zimbabwe,
Namibia- and Western Sahara for their inde-
pendence. With respect to the Middle East
he said that any peace effortc that failed to
take into account the Palestinian people—
through their legitimate representative, the
PLO—was dcomed. te failure. He exhorted
all. the countries to respect the territorial
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integrity and independence of Cyprus, and to
givé it the opportanity to find a solution’to
its problems without external pressure. On
the situation in Indochina, he called on all
the parties in this conflict to abstain from
taking actions that could aggravate the ten-
cions in this area. Binaisa sald that “in all
humility, | would like to suggest that the time
has come for the Non-aligned Movement to
begin to struggle for .basic human rights.”

Speaking about the need for the estab-
lishment of 2 new economic order which
the non-aligned and other developing coun-
tries have called for, the President of Uganda
urged that new forms be sought for reducing
the price that the developing countries pay
for oil. His was the last of th= seven speaches
of the. morning session which ended at
446 p.m.

00 00

00
WINDOW ON INDIA—23

The Return Of Indira

by R. Varadachari
Press Trust of India Correspondent in Colembo

MRS. INDIRA GANDHI has done it: she has
swept the polls 2nd, in a landslide victory,
has obtained a two thirds majority, winning
35| seats out of the 525 which were at stake
in the general elections to the seventh Lok
Sabha (the lower house of Indian Parliament)
held on January 3 and 6, The total strength
of the seventh Lok Sabha is 544 out of which
two seats are reserved for the Anglo-Indian
community to be filled by nomination. Eiec-
tions in seventeen other constituencies have
been either been postponed or countermanded.
Thers is however little doubt that with her
winning spree she will retain the two th rds
majority in the house even after the polls
in the remaining ceventeen constituencies are

.over. In addition she has the support of six-

teen members of the Dravida Munnetra K:zha-
gam (DMK) of Mr. M. Karunanidhi, former
Chiefl Minister of Tamil Nadu. and of the three
members of the Muslim Leag ue, both of whom
were her election allies.

Mrs. Gandhi’s superb performance this
time has even surpassed, according to latest
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estimates, her spectacular two thirds majo-
rity victery in 1971 by way of percentage
‘of votes won by her party which went to the
‘polls then on the catchy slogan of ‘Gharibi Hatao'
which means *‘banish poverty’. If her slogan in
‘1977 was'India’is Indira" then, it was “Bring
‘back Indira and save India” this time. The Indian
‘political commentators have genérally proved
wrong for the third consecutive time in their
election forecasts. In 1971 they did not expect
Mrs. Gandhi to romp home with a two third
majority. In 1977 they did not predict her rout
and thought that they she would come back to
power with a reduced simple majerity. In the

current elections the furthest even the prs-Gandh- '

ian analysts went was to forecast a simple majo-
rity for her. But most of the so-called detached
‘political pundits believed that the Indira Congress
would emerge only as the largest group without
an absolute majority and would have to form a
codlition Government with one or the other of
the three other major parties in the election
fray. She has convincingly belied their expecta-
tions and has scored a victory - unparallelled
in the post-Nehru era of Indian politics.

Mr. Jagjiven Ram of the Janata Party
who was himself an aspirant for the Prime
Ministership has aptly described her victory
as a ‘‘magic or a miracle”. After congratulat-
ing her over the phone, he told reporters
that the result had established her tremendous
hold over the voters. This is plain truth
simply and succinetly put. Undoubtedly it
was her personal charisma which gave Per
the unprecedented - victory of her . poli-
tical career highlighted by eleven and a
half years as Prime Minister.

This is no mean achievement either.
It was a magnificient performance. With
most of the senior politicians who were
in the undivided Congress having de-
serted her and become her bitter oppo-
nents, she was almost left alone. She
fought the elections single-handedly with
a personalised slogan centring round
her leadership. She showed amazing
energy in making a whirlwind tour of
the sprawling country and visited al-
. most all the constituencies.

It was verily a solo performance done

‘with grim determination and unflagging

- spirit. " It was a Herculean task well
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accomplished. She has pulverised all
the . parties who had made a combined
effort to discredit her and a determined
to block her return to power. It was
an Indira wave again but this time the
wave was not visible at the surface
till it burst into a bang at the elections.
What was expected to be only a sweep

~ for her in some states turned out to be

a tidal wave of massive victory in all
but two of them. .

It cannet also be contended that her
spectacular victory was due to split in the
opposition votes, The massive majority won |
by most of her candidates who were unknown
and new to politics belies this theory. Of
course the pon-performance of the lanata
Party and the infighting within it and the
power-pursuit at its top echelons had dis-
illusioned the voters.. But they did not turn
te Mrs. Gandhi as a negative choice. They posi-
tively decided to vote for her. They were fully
convinced that she alone could deliver the goods
and provide a strong and stable government
which is the crying need of the hour. As has baen
stressed by this commentator earlier as neces-
sary the voters have shown distinct discern-
ment to ensure that the largest democracy
in the world does not slide down to a weak
and anaemic nation with no sense of purpose
and direction.

THE JANATA PERFORMANCE during its
Short regime had dore enough damage to the
country’s image and had distressed many of
India’'s well-wishers abroad. Mrs. Gandhi's
victory has brought about a refreshing wind of
change in the Indian political scene lately tarni-
shed by opportunism and self-aggrandizement.
Mrs. Gandhi's victory is all the more convine-
ing because she had no we!l-knit organisa-
tional base and had to build up the party al-
mest  from  scratch  following the second
vertical split in the Congress party after the
Janata victory at the last polls. It is also re-
markable that such a massive victory for her
had taken place with a b'g swing of the poli-
tical pendulum through the ballot box with-
out any major upheaval or bloodshed. It is
a tribute to the political consciousness of the
Indian electorate, most of whom are illiterate
and chose their candidates mainly by their
election symbol. Their native ‘wisdom and
TRIBUNE, January 19, 1980
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rustic disearnment had done the tricka it is
their robust faith in the ballot box which
needs to be strassed and hailed.

THE OPPOSITION PARTIES without exception
assailed Mrs, Gandhi as the weakest point
in her armour namely her 21-month old emer-
gency rule. They sought to frighten the elec-
torate into the belief that she would revert
to her “‘authoritarianism and despotic rula"”
if she was voted to power again. The Indian
voters by ard large, did not fall for this bait.
They have placed trust in her repeated assu-
rance that the emergency rule was a “‘shock
treatment’’ and it was enforced in “‘very special
circumstances’ which would not racur again.
She confessed from political platforms that
there had been number of instances of excesses
during her emergency rule although she was
not aware of them or was personally respon-
sib.e for them. She had also no hesitation
in publicly apologising for the emergency aber-
rat.ons whch had enraged the Indian masses.
In this context apprehensions voiced in the
Western mass media that the massive majo-
rity Mrs. Gandhi has secured might tempt her
to resort to a rigorous and centralised auto-
cracy seem to be ill-based. Her election spe-
eches have ciearly indicated that she has re-
alised that the lndian masses, steeped in de-
mocratic traditions, would not to.erate dic-
tatorship, even if it is a benevolent one. Qace
having paid heavily for her mistake, she will
not repeat it. As the proverb goes, once
bitten twice shy.

Mrs. Gandhi has now regained the mass
base wiich she had in North India before the
imposition of the emergency. Sae has also
further consolidated her position in the soutn-
ern states.
said that she has emerged as the “Empress”
of India. In these days of democratic Values,
it would be more apt to say that she had be-
come the “‘uncrowued queen” of India. Ouly
to regain this all-India siature she hed fougac
both irum Rae Bareli in Uctar Pradesh and
Medek in Audhra Pradesh in the Soutn. She
has been returied with an avalenche of vutes
In buth tnese cunstituencies. This is a clear
pruut that her icecership of the Indian nation
is beyond cheilenge butn in the Hindi belt
and i tne South. Quly In the Nortn-castern
State of West Bengal and the Southern State
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Tne Western mass media have -

of Karala, she has emarged as the second bast,
with tha Mirxists and tha Commuaists re’
taining their prima hold on them, Ths two
states had been the traditional stronghold of
the Left with their high literacy rate, pres-
sure of population and intense poljtical cons-
ciousness. Ocaerwise it was a personal triumph
for her everywhere else in India,

The Indian voters hava also rejected the
opposition’s election theme that she wanted
to foist dynastic rule in the country by push-
ing by design, her son, Sinjay, into political
limelight and to ensure the Nznru line of suc-
cession. She has been able to effuctively blunt
this line of reasoning. However, she did not
mince words and mude it clear that her son,
as any other Indian citizen, had the right to
enter politics. Sae has also assured tae nation
that she would not give her son any govern-
ment post. Sanjay has also been recurned
from Amati Constituency With a massive mujo-
rity. So also the twu other coutroversidl
personalities of tne emorgency era, Mr. Bansi
Lal, Defence Minister in her former miniscry,
and Mr, Yidya Caaran Shukla wio was tuen
Minister of Information. Thais is also a clear
ind.cation that the ladian masses are inclned
to treat the emergency era as a bad dream
and as a taing of an uapleasant past.

WITH MRS. GANDHI HAVING RE-EMERGED
SUPREME 1n the Indian puliticai sceue, moves
are afout to unite the oppusition, now dis-
array. Mr. Devrgj Urs, Cuef Minister of
Karnataka state hasalrcady proposed a merger
of bis faction of the Cougress, tne Lok Dal
of Mr. Charan Singn and tne Jlipata Parcy
into one singie vpposition party. ln throwing
up this suggestion he is motivated by desire
to forge a strong united opposition n Parlias
ment.

The Janaw Party under the leadership
of Mr. Jagjivan Rum was regarded as the main
challenger to Mrs. Gandai but it has emerged
as a puur third, with the Lok Dal, couisidered
s a no.-starter, as the sucprise secund and
the lefuiits as the unexpecied third. It s ciear
that Mr. Jagjian Ram couid nut raily ben.nd
him iy tue one nuidred million Harijuns.
The minorities in general have piii@d wusir
faith once again on Mrs. Gandhi. Mr. Devre
Urs has established a healthy convention by
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rasigning from the Chief Ministership of Kar.

‘party there,
mended the dissolution of the stata assembly
and fresh elections, Tha Indira Congress is
likely to get into the saddla in this South |1d'an
-gtate. . But Mr. M. G. Ramochandran, Chief
Mirister of Tamil Nadu, whose All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam fared miserab'y
is not willing to follow Mr. Urs’ examp'e.
In his view it Is neither anti-ADMX nor pro-
DMK sertiments but politics at the central
leve! which was the prime issue at the polls
in the state.

Whether the poll verdict will induce
floor crossings in States where parties In
rower have been discredited is the question
which is uppermost in the minds of Indian
political observers now. Demands have al-
ready been made by several Indira Congress
leaders that assemblies of states where her
party is not in power and where she has won
2 majority shou'd b= dissolved and fresh elec-
tions held. This means that they want frash
elections in all states except West Bengal where
the Communists have hald their own and Andhra
Pradesh where the Congrass () is in  power.
Janata Party took recoursde to this step dfter
its victory in the last polls. Mrs. Gandhi has
to decide before long whether she should also
follow the Janata example.

Mrs. Gandhi has reacted to her spectacular
victory with humility. Her first comment
to pressmen was “l am a balanced p>rson.
| do not go overboard this way or that.” She
has also ruled out vendetta and vind.ctiveness.
She has called on her followers to work with
determination and dedication for the welfare
of the country. She has a gigantic task before
her. This will begin on Monday when her
Government is scheduled to be sworn in.
SLBC Talk 11.1.80.
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W KATUNAYAKE MY ?
nataka State in the wake of utter rout of his TUNAYAKE MYSTERY
He has not however recome '~

Jets And Rain

by Buvanasundaram o
FEBRUARY 1979, the air was still over Katu-
nayake a'rport. Plane after plane descend~d,
bringing In tourists from the snow covered
lands of the northern hem’sphare, They
left them here and went off northwest acain
and again to bring in more and more. The
southern hemisphere hald the sun till March
2lst and this shuttle went on, aven into March,
It was no accident that in February, Kituna-
yaka airport received 23.86cm, the highest
authenticated rainfall for the entire island.
It is just as well to remember that |/2 cm of
rain on 2 square kilometre is a million gallons
of water.

Rains fall out of clouds, that are formed
by the lifting of moist air. When lifted, the
alr cools, with expansion under reduced
pressure at higher levels of the atmosphe-e.
The amount of water vapour requred to satu-
rate the atmosphere decreases with decrease
in temperature, so that, at some level in its
ascant, the temperature would have dropped
sufficiently for the water vapour present at
the commencement of the |'fting to saturate
the rising air, The relative humid ty at that
level is 100% and that level is called th= con-
densation level of the atmosphere. This is
the highest of the base of cumulus, the cauli.
flower shaped c'ouds, we see in our <kies.
Over our tropical island, it is about 1,500 to
2,500 ft, 450 to 750 metres. The feet level
is preferred for c'oud base and height since
the flight level of aircraft is coded in feet.

Relative humidity is the 9% of the actual
water vapour present to that required to satu-
rate It at that temperature. When the rising
air is lifted above the condensation level, it
would get supersaturated with a relative
humidity of over 100% and we would
expect the excess water vapour to condense
to liquid water. In a pure atmosphere, where
even lons are not present, this does not hap-
pen so easlly for water vapour can exist in a
supercooled state even up to—40C and satu-
rition has to reach 7 times its normal, before
& pure atmosphere could be made to give up
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its water vapour. When ions are present,
which usually cannot be avoided in the atmos-
phere, it requires 3 times the normal saturation
to condense the water vapour on to these ions.

When there are foreign particles, called
condensation nuclei presentin the atmosphere,
condensation then takes place sooner. lJohn
Aitken discovered that there are two essen-
tially different types of nuclei present in the
atmosphere. There are the hygroscopic nuclei,
like salt particles that have affinity for water
and condensation takes place on them even
before saturation. Then, there are the non-
hygroscopic nuclel that require some degree
of super-saturation before condensation can
take place on them. The degree of super-
saturation required for condensation will de-
pend on the size of the nuclei. Bigger its sizz,
less the super-saturation required.

The sizes of these aerosols, another name
for these nuclei, range from ions that are a
millionth of 2 milimetre in diameter to large
salt or dust particles that are a hundredth of
a2 milimetre or more. The latter are the
giant nuclei that cannot remain in the atmos-
phere for long. They may be carried away
by strong winds from the source but fall to
the ground fast owing to their size but while
they are there, they are the most efficient
rain givers to us of the tropics. The large
drops formed on them, coalesce easily with
the smaller ones formed on smal'er nuclei
and become big enough to fall with gravity,
against the strong updraft in clouds and reach
ground as rain. During the day, the falling
drops will have their size reduced by eva-
poration under the tropical sun.

THE COALESCENCE PROCESS of rain
formation s the more common process in the
tropics, though the Bergeron—Feindiesen pro-
cess, first suggested by Wagner in 1911, may
also exist at the same time. The latter re-
quires the presence of some ice partices to
initiate the process. The initiation of this
process uses a peculiar property of water
that after —04C, the saturation vapour pre-
ssure over ice is less then that over water.
Ar —I0C, it is 2,86mb over water and 2,60mb
over ice, so that the water vapour that satu-
‘rates an atmosphere with water droplets at
—10C will be 10% super-saturated with
respect to ice particles. At —20C the super-
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saturation is 219,. If water droplets and ice

particles are present together in a super-cogl
cloud, water droplets will evaporate and the
vapour will sublimate on the ice particles.
This process w |l continue till the hail so form-
ed is big enough to fall against updrafts in the
clouds. In warm tropics, they usually melt
on the way and reach ground as rain.

If ice particles form at 0C, then this pro-
cess will begin at the freezing level itself, which
is the zero degree isotherm in the atmos-
phere, but the difficulty is to get some water
droplets to freeze to ice. Solid carbondioxide
can chill some water droplets to freeze to ice
but better still is the discovery of B. Yonnegut
in 1945. Silver iodide crystals, whose hexagonali
shape resemble that of ice crystals could dupe
water droplets to freeze on them. Silver iodide
initiates this process at —4C and there are
others like lead oxide and cupric sulphide,
who:ze shapes are zlso hexagonal and -they
initiate this process at —6C. Recently, many
others have been found, whose shapes though
different, tetragonal, monoclinic, cubc zand
orthorhombic but are still able to intiate
this process at 2 lower temperature. Orthor-
hombic iodine can do it at —I4C. It is this
fact that made Bowen postulate, under very
severe criticism that freezing nuclei come
from above but Mason and others think that
they are taken all the way up from ground,
because all these nuclel mentioned are found
on Earth. If the material of the Earth and the
material of the meteorites and even the solar
system are the same, then we may have to
agree with' Mr. Bowen,

The freezing levelover us is about 14,000ft,
during the winter months of January and
Februaty and about 16,000 or more when
the Sun is hot in our hemisphere. Most of
our clouds pracipitate before their tops reach
this freez ng leve!, beyond this level only,
ice crystals can be present in clouds. Coales-
cence process using giant condersat’on nuc'e
is more common in the tropics, though the
freezing nuclei process may be simultaneously
present. The concentration of giant and ordi-
nary condensation . nuclei vary from only a
few per cubic centimetre over the oceans to
millions in industrial cities. The concentra-
tion over villages and farms depend on many
meteorological factors, particularly the wind,
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its speed and direction and a nearby sourc:
of pollutions:
The exhaust fumes of aircraft, particulariy

the jets are 2 goodsource of poliution. When

an aircraft descends, it descends with its engines
shut-cff and the atmosphersa is hardly poliuted
by the waste products of its internal combuz-
tien. In ascent, which is always agzinit the
prevalent surface wind, the engines are at full
throtrle, quickly accelerating to maximum
speed to clear the runway, soon. Even after
take off, its ascent is aimost veritical to about
30,000 ft and the waste particles of combustion
are 'sprayed against the winds to great he ght:.

- The giant nuclei among them, if they
fall into a cloud, they would initiate
_ precipitation sooner and the rains would
~ fall closer to the airport. Even the
freezing nuclei if present could initiate
the formation of clouds, followed by
thundershowers. The temperature over
. Katunayake airport at and even over
_its neighbourhood like Colombo is—
- —04C at 20,000ft, —I0C at about 25,900t
and at 30,000fc it is —30C. Most of the
_ aircraft, that leave Katunayake airport
ascend up to 30,000ft and cruise at that
level. This is an improved method of
. bringing down rain by lighting fires on
hill togs, as done by our ancients and
African witch-doctors. In Switzerland
they rang church bells to bring down rain.

The runways in Sri Lanka are a!l orien-

" ted northeast—southwest to cater
to our monsoons and to the land and
sea breezes at our coastal airports,
during the intermonsoon months. In
the direction of the runway to the
northeast is Wester Seaton farm, to

" the northwest at right angles to the
airport is Nlegombo and to the south-
east is Walpita farm and of course to
the southwest is the sea. Among the
rainfall recording stations functioning
now, a little further away north is Lunu-
wila and Kankaniyamulla to the north-
east. To the southeast is Hunumulla
and a little further down is Henerath-
goda, to the south is Alexandra estate
Jaela. -

i InAFebruary, though the winds were
light, they were predominantly from

23 Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

the northeast, particularly at night,
when the land breeze is on. An aircraft
. taking off against these wiinds woulid
have sprayed nuclei, not only at Katu-
nayaka Airport but over vast areas in
the direction of tie runway, northeast.
This is over land and many places in
that direction enjoyed good rainfall.
The airport got 23.86cm, the highest
in the land, adjoining Wester seaton got
18.25¢cm, 2229, above its normal for
February and it was higher than any
main scation in the island. Even the
diftant  Mediyawa tank had 10.95cm,
1862 above its normal, Wariyapola ex-
perimental station 13.09cm, 1859 above,
Kurunegala, much in the news with
its drought, 12.59cm, 1119, above and
many others all in that direction and
near the airport.

There was an abrupt decrease in rainfal!
at Ridi Bendi Ella (5,6lcm), immediately after
Wariyapola experimental station and at Bata-’
lagoda (3.05cm) after Kurunegala. They re-
corded only 50% of their normal for February.
It is therefore suspicious that the effect of this
ceeding, suddenly stopped at Wariyapola and
at Kurunegala. There was 2 similar minimum
of 9.40cm at Franklands estate, Veyargoda.
At Karukuwa, a coastal estate near Chilaw,
the fall was 16.79c¢m 2and the rainfall from
here decreased in the northeasterly direction,
Hankrle 13.39cm, Katupotz 13.23cm and the
‘Waryapola, mentioned earlier 13.09¢cm. This
is very suggestive that the aircraft after a
northeasterly take off had turned northwest
to the lands of tourists, :

MARCH, the month that followed is an inter-
monsoon month, bzfore the onset of the
monsoon in May. 2nd the winds in March over
the airport are predominantly from the south-
west, particularly during the day, when the
breeze comes off the sea to the <coast, that
has been preferentially heated by the sun.
Pianes taking off zgainst these light south-
westerly winds, would have besides their throw
out at the airport itself, lost most of their
nuclei to the sea. The airport got, 16.8lcm,
the highest among the main stations, ‘even
higher than rainy Ratnzpura, which got 16.37
cm. It was drought in March over the entire
island apd this fall at Ratnapura was only
69% of its normal for March of 24.16cm.

TRIBUNE, Jan uary I9, 1980

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Wester Seaton farm, faces the exhaust
fumes of an aircraft on a southwesterly run
and take off. The nuclel it sheds off will not
only seed the clouds that would rain over
the airport but more of them will be carried
past the airport into the clouds over Wester
 Seaton farm and it rained in March there as it
would normally rain at Ratnapura. 24.15em,
more than double its normal for March. All
places adjacent to the airport got beautiful
rains. Alexandra estate, Jafla got 919 above
normal, Henarathgoda, Gampaha 759, above
and Negombo 149 above its normal for March.

There was a remarkable decrease in rainfall
and severe drousht beyond this area of above
normal rains., Horagahalarda 2.57cm, Pathra-
gala 3.94cm, Kinkaniyamulla 3.8lcm 2nd Lunu-
wila, closest of them all near coast, |.74cm,
a2 mere 139% of its normal for March. Rains
further decreased from Lunuwila to the north,
till at Chilaw it was only lem. Then, there
was a sudden increase of rainfall in a north-
easterly directinn over land, Hankele 7.87cm.
Redi Ella 6.8%cm.

The aircraft in its southwesterly take-off
seeded tha clouds on its path ani it rained heavy
at the airport and in its neighbourhoad, parti-
cularly to the south, The seeded clouds being
carried by southwesterly to westerly winds from
the sea. Those that would have rained along
the coast from Lunuwila to Chilaw, rained at
sea.

Then the aircraft turned northwest to,
bring in the tourists, it seeded the c'ouds
that rained at Hankole and Redi Bend' Ella
and even far away Mediyawa tank got 9.40cm.
Maha U-wewa in the dry Puttalam district
got 17.12cm. March, being an intermonsoon
month, would have bad, particularly at night
a northeasterly wind over the runway and
planes taking off against these winds and then
turning northwest for the tourists would have
contributed to thase falls and to those at
Hankele and Redi Bendi Ella.

(To be continued)

Next: *“Runways Rob Rains From Peter To
Pay Paul".
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DELHI LETTER

The Afghan Story

The Tribune Correspondent
On Aighan Affairs

New Delhi, Jan. 10,

The changes in Afghanistan have come
in the midst of the crucial midterm poll. Naver.
theless, whilst disapproving Soviet interven.
tion In Afghanistan, the then Prime Mirister
Charan Sngh in a letter to President Carter
on January 2, expressed misgiving and reser-
vations abrut the reported intentions of the
US to enhance arms supplies to Pakistan and
emphasised that competitive induction of
arms into the region wou'd only heighten
tensions and contribute to instability in the
area.

On Januvary 7, after it was celar that she
would be the next Prime M'nister on the
basis of a landslide election victory, Mrs. Indira
Gandhi in an intcrview with PTl had said that
if the crisis following Soviet Union's presence
in Affharistan escalates, it m'ght pose a dinger
to Ind'a: more so because the US has been
giving arms to Pak'stan. She also sa'd that she
did not approve of foreign interferance by
anybody. She sald others (Wastern Powers)
were also dabbling in the rigion. “The pre=
sence of one side attracts the presence of the
other side.”" Earlier, in an interview to Ameri-
can correspondents on the eve of the election,
Mrs. Gandhi said thrt b cauce of the events
in Afghanistan, she felt “a war situation was
creepirg towards us.”  According to the
interview, published in New York, she coup'ed
a condemnation of the Soviet intervention
in Afghzristan with the charge that the W st-
ern powers had also been guilty of maddling
in the area. “‘For a long time there has been
foreign interference in Afghanistan of one
kind or arother ........ Of course, there
is no excuse for Soviet troops go'ng in, and
the more direct intervention the more we
are against it, especially bringing in troops.
But as | said about the Indian Ocean, one
preserce attracts apother and that is most
dangerous.” Further as reported by the New
York Times, she had said that the Soviet Uaion,
by ltself, “will not do anything to us and so
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the situation depends on what the reactions
are to the Soviets and how the situation deve-
lops after that.” Mrs. Gandhi said that the
suggestions made in the US that she leaned
toward Moscow werz “maliciously implanted”
by her enemies. Since tha time her father
was Prime Minister, the Soviet Union had
agreed to provide assistance to India on easier
terms than had the US. But, this was not a
factor in determining the foreign policy while
she was the Prime Minister. She hid tried
to conv'nce the Western diplomats, including
Americans, that she was not anti-Westarn or
anti-American, but merely ‘pro-Indian”. Mrs.
Gandhi said the Russians had acted in Agha-
nistan to counteract what they regarded Was-
tern interference. “‘They think the Wostarn
presence in Afghanistan was very strong
which was a constant thorn of irritation, and
there has been Western interference all alorg,
not just now." Asked what kind of inter-
ference she meant and whether she was re-
ferring to the training of Afghan guerillas at
secret bases as alleged by some Soviet news-
papers, Mrs. Gandhi repled: ““I mean 2 much
more subtle kind, attempts at try'ng to have
pllable Governments.”” She expressed con-
cern about American plans to supply arms
to Pakistan again. ‘‘We are always against
rearming because of our own experience.”

IN THE MEANTIME, the Congress (U) ac-
cording to UPI, urged the Soviet Union to
withdraw its forces from Afghanistan since
their presence might accentuate tension in
this region and lead to confrontation bet-
ween the super powers. Party General Secre-
tary Banka Behary Das, also condemned the
US decision to resume arms supply to Pakistan
because that would worsen the situation in
the region which was already tensjon-ridden.
He urged the UN Security Council to review
the situation in the Indian sub-contineat and
to ensure that the balance in the region was
maintained. The Janata Party general secre-
tary, Surendra Mohan, told new:smen on Satur-
day that his party was opposed to stationing
of the Soviet troops in Afghanistan and resump-
tion of arms supply to Pakistan by the Uaited
States. If it is returned to power, it will initiate
diplomatic moves for reducing the tension
in the region and for attaining the twn
objectives. Acharya Kripalani has said that
the United States’ argument that the arms
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2id to Pakistan was to “opposs and resist'’
any possible attack from Russia “*has no subs-
tance.” In a press statemeant issued to Naw
Delhi on Saturday, Mr. Kriplani said Pakistan
would never be able to check a ‘“possible -
Russian attack’', despite the U3 aid. If Russia
is to be checked, US will have to take the
burden of doing so upon itself, alone or with
whatever allies it may get” That Pakis-
tan  will not use the US arms against
India but against Russia “‘is a vain hopz”,
he said. In the past too this condition was
accepted by Pakistan. By it did use those arms
against India, and US could do nothing
to stop it M- K-ipalani added. He said
it was his firm opinion that the arms supply
to Pakistan posed a danger to India.

While the CPI-M and CPI have supported
the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan,
the general consensus among all natio-
nal parties is disapproval of the Soviet
action coupled with alarm with the
supply of arms to Pakistan. There is
also universal acceptance that the USA
and the Western powers have been
encouraging and assisting anti-govern-
ment forces in Afghanistan after
the April 1978 revolution. Mprs. Indira
Gandhi has repeatedly made the point
that US and Western Powers were
meddling in Afghanistan had provided
the Russian action—but that she was
unhappy that Moscow should have ac-
ted in this way. What is clear is
that Mrs. Indira Gandhi and all other
major national parties refuse to see
the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan
as an isolated action where a super-
power was swallowing up a small. non-
aligned nation. It is realised that it
is not to take the situation in Afgha-.
nistan out of the context created there
as a result of the prolonged US and
Western subversive activity against |e-
gitimate government of the country.

IT IS ALSO WIDELY ACCEPTED that the
United States and other reactionary forces
have organised and armed Afghan reactionary:
groups, sent its military advisers to train them
and used territory of two non-aligned countries
for continuous military aggression against
Afghanistan. At the beginning of March 1979

»
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it is recalled that the US Deputy Secretary
of State Warren Christopher appealed to the
Pakistani government with direct demand to
concede to the Americans an opportunity of
free use of Pakistani territory for arms supplies
to counter-revolutionary forces. in Afgha-
istan. Americans have built up military camps
of Afghan reactionary elements and training
centres  of subversive groups in certain areas
of Paikistani territory —Chitral, Drosh, Pesha-
war, Parachirar and Quetta. More recently
according to AP (5/1/80) the same Deputy
Secretary of State Warren Christopher had
said the Indian Government ‘‘ought to see
the action of the Soviet Union as 2 threat to
India as well as other countries of the region.”
He had said he was puzzled that the Indian
Government had been more concerned that
the intervention in Afghanistan might lead
to US weapons sales to Pakistan. He said that
the US position on arms sales to Pakistan
should become clear in a week or two. In any
case, the US “‘is determined to maintain good
relations with india”’. = Mr. Christopber said
there were “‘some elements’” in the indian
government Wwhich agreed that the Soviet
action posed a threat to India. He also said
he believed that the Soviet intervention in
Afghanistan represented a threat to India.

“It s’ also believed that on American ins-
piration; - the ' Pak Government sent Agah
Shahi, the President’s adviser on Foreign Affairs,
to try to convince the Iranian leadership to
support _anti-governmental forces in Afgha-
nistan. Reports reaching Delhi have revealed
that in ‘opposition to Khomeini, Shahi had
managed 'to pursuade some fanatic minded
rectiohary groups led by Gulbeddin to provide
bases on lIranian soil for the military detach-
ments of the Afghan rebels. There were also
reports that ~ Washington kept  contact
with a leader of one of the Afghan rebel groups,
viz.. Seid Ahmed Veilain—who called himself
Precident of the Islamic National and Revolu-
tionary  Government ~of | Afghanistan —and
his’ representative Zia Nasseri. The present
US decision to increase arms supplies to Pakis-
tan is seen in India as 2 cover to supply
the .Afghan rebel and counter-revolutionary
forces. with weapons to smash the Afghan
government. There are also apprehensions
in India that the geo-strategic objective of US
policies and actions in the region was only
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to denigrate the non-aligned movement in
West Asia (M'ddle East) and South Asia but
also to push Iran, Pakistan and Afghanistan
into a new military-political Islamic bloc to
replace the now disintegrated CENTO.

THE BACKGROUND TO THE DEVELOP-
MENTS IN AFGHANISTAN was set out very
clearly in an article in ‘Mainstream (5/1/80)
“When Noor Mohammed Taraki overthrew
President Daud in April 1978, even at that time
there was a hue and cry in the West about
Soviet involvement, though it has long been
known that Moscow had established good
relations with the Afghan rulers much earler,
Pakistani rulers, under goading from the West
and also because of their failure to satisfy the
urge for autonomy cf the Pakhtoons and
Baluchis, have long taken a hostile position
against Afghanistan, so much so that they
had always tried to choke off Afghanistan’s
access to the seas; and it was only through
the Soviet Union that Afghanistan could find
a way to the world market........

“The Afghan armed forces are heavily
equipped with Soviet weaponry; this is o
course nothing new; from the days of Lenin
onward every country standing up to
Western colonial pressures, including China
under Sun Yat Sen has depended on Soviet
help in building its own indigenous defence.
As for the West, it has always insisted on 2
subservient status through military alliances,
as has happened in the case of Pakistan. In- -
cidentally, this Afghan tilc towards Moscow,
which dates long back has never been a threat
to India. In fact, Afghanistan has always stood
friendly to India even when Pakistan had
been engaged in armed attacks on our country.
One may contrast this Afghan friendship
with the stand of Iran under the Shah who
supplied arms to Pakistan every time it was
in conflict with India. It was but natural that
Taraki’s ' take-over received warm response
from Moscow, because Taraki represented
2 determined band of revolutionaries who
stood for a socio-economic change of the
backward tribal and feudal set-up in Afghanistan
from literacy to land, Taraki regime's radical
programme brought new life to the down-
trodden masses—a development which was
testified even by Western critics: their only



con-b_e_rn 'i.n- ..thp_;e days Wa's_'wh:"af_hef‘.fﬁé re-
gime would be able to stand up to the likely

resistance of the tribal vested interests to the

radical reforms.

“There was more than a grain of truth

in tHis concern, though it might have been.

voiced by quarters not friendly to the new
regime. To introduce radical reforms in a
near-primitive society is not an easy job. The
consequent churning up could have been
handled and ' channelled effectively had the
leadership of the 1978 April Revolution been
a unified and organised body. Here lay the
weakness of the new men .at the helm of Kabul,
Apart from the prevailing situation in Afgha-
nistan which did not permit them to gain poli-
tical experience, the leadership of the ruling

People’s Democratic Party was rent asunder |

by two factions, the Khalq (people) and the
Parcham (flag). Taraki was acceptable to both
but the ebullient and ambitions of leader of
the Khalq, Hafizullah Amin, managed to instal
himself in the key position as Prime Minister
under Taraki who became the new President
of the Revolutionary Council. Very soon
after taking over, in fact within a few weeks
of the 1978 April Revolution, Amin’s purge
of the Parcham elements began, and within
a few months it assumed the character
of 2 major drive. Many of the dedicated ele-
ments were thrown out, imprisoned or Killed
in prison or outside, and a good number had
to flee the country. The irony of it all was
that all of them had high regard for Taraki,
who was virtually reduced to the position of a
helpless onlooker of this anti-Parcham drive.

“Meanwhile, the elements of the old
order, antagonised and affected by the drive
for reforms in the countryside, began to move
towards 'Pakistan, the newly-installed Islamic
Republic, the reinforced baston of obscurant-
ism and all forms of reaction. Some of these

elements physically went over to Pakistan,

while others remaining within Afghanistan
established “their linkages with Pakistan. [t
was here that the West, particularly  the
USA, as also China, came.in. The new: radical
ferment in Afghanistan could not possibly
be to the liking of US authorities who  have
specialised in boosting ‘reactionary, obscurant-
tist” regimes “from' SaudiArabia to South-east
Asfa'to Latin America.*In-the explosive proxi-
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‘ging Afghanistan as

_Mity of West Asia, with Iran already"slipping -
out of control with the exit of the Shah, and.
Pakistan under a precariously perched military <«

_junta, Washington regarded the new 'emer-

both “an  eye-sore and "~

menace; hence came tha full-scale support,

gents in Pak camps.

““Many Western observers have testified
to the running of these camps quite blatantly

by the Pak authorities. The Indian Express
of December (15, 1979, published an -intérest-
ing despatch from its correspondent in Wash-

ington, quoting the well-known Amarican

journal Counterspy which specialises in. CIA

exposure to show that ‘the CIA is directly .

involved in the training of Afghan rebels in

Pakistan Camps and is in contact with them
in Afghanistan’, and refers. to an amaziag

case: ‘Interestingly, two of the Afghan rebel

leaders—Zia Nezri and Zia Nassery—are in

fact US citizens, and the State Department

is in touch with at least one of them,’ Counter-
spy also mentioned that the US drug enforce-
smugglers
stumbled onto ‘one of Pakistan’s most dange-. -

ment agents hunting down heroin

rous and best kept secrets: the: presence op

Pakistani soil of Chinese army officers and in-. . .

structors. They were here to help train and
equip right-wing Afghan Muslim. guerillas for
their holy war against. the Moscow-backed
Kabul regime.” This Pakistani i
started quite early-during Taraki’s time. . ...

“Meanwhile., .the situation

methods.

‘both moral and material, to the Afghan insur-

them away by ultra-radicalism on the

one hand and factional purge within
the People’s Democratic Party on the |

other. .

ON HIS WAY HOME, Taraki stopped inf &
Moscow. where  the Soviet leadership'’ gavé ™’
him a red-carpet reception—a sigiial for Amin !
that. his. adventurism might soon be “stufféd i
out. . Within a few days of Taraki’s return iy °
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-operation, .

within
Afghanistan was getting from bad to
worse because of Amin’'s adventurist
Taraki gave sufficient indi-""'
cations in private talks in Havana dur-
ing the non-aligned summit in August *
1979 that serious steps would soon
have to be taken to consolidate the -
gains of the new regime and not fritter




September 1979 there was a violent palace
coup and he was removed and later died,
while Hafizullah Amin installed himself as the
new President. This was followed by unbridied
adventurism on his part antagonising a large
section of the people. He also cverhaul=d
the party staffing in its higher echelons with
his own men. As many as 23 of Afghanistan’s
29 provinces went out of his control. Wile
he went in for the so-called “‘politicisation”
of the armed fores, creating serious rift
among the officers and ranks, the regime faced
a serious crisis. It is too early for any ob-
server to assess the role of Hafizullah
Amin. Was he just a ruthless, ambitious
adventurist without any idea of the prob-
lems that adventurism might land his
country in? Or, was he an agent pro-
vocateur planted by the enemies of the
Afghan Revolution? It is too early to
come to an objective conclusion amidst
current tension.

‘“However, one should not overlook
certain ominous developments. The Pakistani
President's Foreign Affairs Adv.ser, Agha Shahi,
was due to pay ‘an official and friendly visit’
to Kabul towards the end of Decembar; the
initiative for this was taken by Amin’s Gov-
ernment. A few weeks before thot, thz de-
posed Afghan King, Z:hir Shah, had wvisited
jclamzbad where he had met not only Pak
officals but 2 large number of Afghan r-bels.
Interestingly, rumours started floating from
Amin’s circle that Moscow would not mnd cthe
return of the monarchy — rumours which
found no credence in Sov ec circles. The flash-
point was approaching. The exit of Amin was
a matter of weeks or months. Babrak Karmal,
who has now succeeded him is no non dascript,
He has been one of the top leaders of Parcham,
and it is believed that he has rallied the rem-
nants of both Parcham and Khalqg who were
disturbed by Amin’s costly antics.

Thirty of his fifty years Karmal has spent
in revolutionary zctivities from his student
days in Kabul University, out of which five
years was spent in prison. He led Parcham
into alliance with Kha'q in mid-1977, paving
the way for the April 1978 Revolution. U.der
Taraki he and Amin were both made Vice-
President and Deputy premier, but Amin
cucceeded in intriguing Karmal's exit from
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Government, shunting him off as Ambassador
in Prague in lune 1978, followed by his dis-
missal three months later. Recalled homa,
Karmal chose to stay in exile in Prague biding
his tims; not 2 career of a flyweight puppet
as Western detractors are now tiying to
make him out to be.

“|f this is the internal backg -ound of the
developments in Afghanistan, the emerging
situation outside its frontiers has bsen equally
ominous. The US administration has b:en
facing a serious situation with its powerful
armed base in lran going into shambles wich
the Shah fleeing the country, and cimixing
with the US Embassy personnel hzid in host-
age. Rumblings could be heard even in the
placid backwaters of Saudi Arabia. The sw.ft
deployment of ithe nuclear warhead carrying
Seventh Fleet with the arcrift carrier Kicty
Hawk entering the Guif area; the permanent
stationing of over 50 thouswnd US troops
in West Asia and the fu |-ccale activisation
of the Diego Garcia base —all these could very
well be interpreted by any sensit ve person
sitting in Kabul, not to speak of Muscow, to
mean that a serious danger threatans this
part of the world, particularly Afgnanistan
w th her new revolution in its birthpangs.
Whether under such circumstances, it
has been proper for the new leader of
Afghanistan to call in Soviet armed forces
and ask them to stay on, they themselves
are the best judge. Any outside judge-
ment on this question can only be tenta-
tive, liable to be misunderstood. In 2
different context, the indian position in
Bangladesh in 1971-72 was widely mis-
construed not only by Western powers
but even by a friendly country like Yugos-
lavia.

“India’s sharp reaction to Carter's latest
decision to send sophisticated arms to Pak stan
on the plea of defending an ally against the
Red menace from Moscow via Afghanistan
is also along expected lines. However, it is
not enough for our country to react sharply
to any accretion of arms to the present, not
too friendly regime in Pakistan. It is neces-
sary to understand that Carter, desperately
trying to play to the gallery at home in the
year of presidential election has begun sabre-
rattling. . Brezezinski has long ago described
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the entire zone from Saudi Arabia to Bangla-
desh as the “‘arc of crisis” —thereby implying
that Washington has the prerogative to police
th's zone. Even the so-called massive Soviet
build-up in Afghanistan about which much
noise is heard from the West—with the re-
peat performance in our country—has to be
understood against the background of the
far more menacing deployment of US armed
might in the region. The US newsmagazine,
Time, no mouthpiece of Moscow, has warned
in its latest issue (December 3I, 1979) that
, “Western experts belicve that the build-up (by
Soviet Union in Afghanistan) may alse be Mos-
cow’s deliberate reaction to the increase of Ameri-
can naval and air power in the region around
Iran; an oblique Soviet warning of the dangers
of super-power confrontation. Waen we folow
the s rious developments in Afgharistan, both
internal and external, it is worthwhile bearing
in mind zll these elements of a rather explesive
situation."’

Th's article in the Mainstream h:s 'had
profound impact in political and intellcctual
circles in the country. The public awaits
ditailed policy statementfrom the new Indira
Gandhi Government and the actions she would
take to cope with the dangerous situation
that has arisen in the region.

“wr W

EXCERPTS FROM PRESIDENT
CARTER'S ADDRESS ON

AFGHANISTAN

Washington, fan. 9,

In an address to a Congressional group
today, President Carter outlined US policy on
Iran and Afghanistan. After detailing the more
salient features of tue hostages question, he
pointed out that “the most difficulc part of
the Iranian question is that there is no govern-
ment entity with whom we can communicate

or negotiate or register a complaint or
request.”’ He concluded his  remarks
on lran before going on to the
Afghan problem thus: *I am determined

that this country will not forget for 2 mo-
ment those hostages and the last hostage
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there is just as important to me as the first
one. | think most people who have studied
the situation and who have [ooked at the
map, who have seen where the Embassy is
located within Teheran can see that a strike
force or military action that might be oriented
toward the release of the hostages would
almost cartainly end in failure and almost
cartainly end in the death of the hostages.
They are being held in small groups, two or
perhaps three in a group, wth heavily armed
militants constantly guarding them and the
hosrazes constantly being tied with their
hands bound at all times. We will continue
to persist. Our nexc step will be in the U.iited
Nitons to have sanctions imposed aga nst
Iran. | cannot predict to you that the imposi-
tion of tiose sanctions, if we get the nine
requiste votes, will calse an early release
of the hostages. We pray that something will
happen and that eventually Iren will recognize
that the threat to them is not from the United
States but even more vividly from the Soviet
Union who have, on Christmas eve, invaded
Afghanistan. In my cwn cpinion, shared by many
of the world's leaders with whom | nave discussed
this matter, the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan
is the greatest threat to peace since the second
world war........

ON THE QUESTION OF AFGHANISTAN,
Carter said tiat: ‘‘We were informed, other
leaders through the world were informed,
by Soviet Anmnibassadors and drect messages
from Moscow that the Scv.ets went into the
nation to protect it from some third force
that might be threatening Afghanistan. When
questioned about Where was the third threaten-
ing force from, the Scviets have pever been
able to give a reasonable answer. They claim
that they ‘were invited in by the Government
to protect Afghanistan. As you know, the
leader of Afghuanistan, President Amin, who
was supposed fo have invited them in, was
immediately assassinated as soon as the Soviets
obtained control over Kabul, the capital
city, and several of the members of the Presi-
dent’s family were also killed. We are the
other super power on earth, and it be-
came my responsibility, representing a
great nation, to take action that would
prevent the Soviets from this invasion
with impunity, The Soviets had to suffer
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the . consequences. .. In my judgement,
our own nation’s security was directly

threatened. .. There is no doubt that the

. . Soviets’ move into Afghanistan, if done

' the Soviet
“fore the threat to world peace, and secondly,

“' The permanent
‘a veto right and now a move is under way

. underestimated the

_.without adverse consequence, would have

resulted in the temptation to move again
and again until they reached warm water
ports, or until they acquired control over
a major portion of the world’s oil supplies.

%0 talked to the President of Pakistan
immediately after this Afghanistan invasion
and aleo talked to many others of the world's
leaders and sent them direct messages. The

. action that we could take was confined to three
_opportunities.

One is to take military action,
which | did not consider appropriate. Our
country hes no desire nor could we have
effectively implemented military action to drive
the Soviet forces from Afghanistan, which left
me with two other options which chose | to
exercise. One is political action and the other
one is economic action, Politically ~we joined

“““with 50 other nations to take to the Security

Council two propositions, one, (0O condemn
Union for the invasion and there-

‘to call 'upon the Soviets to withdraw their
troops. The vote was cast after the debates
were concluded. The .only nations voting
_against the vote, against these two profosi-
tions, ‘were East: Germany,. again a Soviet
Puppet nation, and the Soviets themselves.
members, as you know, have

which | think will be realized, to take this
‘case to the Geperal Assembly for further
condemnation of the Soviet Union

“|t is difficult to understand why the
. Soviets took this action. | think they probably
adverse reaction from
around the world. | have talked to many
other leaders or allies and those representing
nations - that might be  further threatened,
and they all belicve that we took the right
“action. It was not done for political reascns.
It was not done to implement some foreign
policy. It was done in sthe interest of our

/i national Yisecurity.

Yo Liiane did- take economic

“think was properly balanced. It was carefully

__considered. We will try to impose this action
Union in a way that will have 3,

on the Soviet
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action, which |

minimal adverse effect on our own country,
where the sacrifices will be shared as equitably
as you and | together can possibly devise and
at the same time let the Soviets Tealize the
consequences of their invasion. We will not
permit the Soviets to fish in American waters
within two hundred miles of our land area.
They have a very large fishing fleet involving
hundreds of thousands of tons of fish harvested.
They will not have those permits renewed.
We will not send high technology equipment
to the Soviet Union or any equipment that
might have a security benefit to the Soviet
Union. ' This will include drilling equipment,
for instance, used for the exploration and
production of oil and natural gas. We
will restrict severely normal commerce with
the Soviet Union, which is highly advantageous
to them, and of course, | have interrupted
the delivery of grain, which the Soveits had
ordered, above and beyond the eight million
tons which our nation is bound by a perma-
nent agreement, five year. agreement, to have
delivered to the Soviet Union. :

*‘We have taken steps to make sure that
the farmers are protected from the adverse
consequences of this interruption. of grain
shipments to a maximum degree possible. It
will be a costly proposition. | understand this
when | took the acrion and my estimate is,
based on fairly thorough but somewhat rapid
analys's, that this year the extra cost to pur-
chase this grain ard to change the price levels
of corn and wheat and to pay the ext a stor.ge
charges, will amount to about two billon
(2,000 mil'ion) dollars. That is in fiscal year
1980. In fiscal year 1981 there w'll be an addi-
tional cost of about 800 million dollars. It may
be that as the sezson progresies and we have
more experience in substituting for the Soviet
Union as the purchaser of this gran that
there will be an addit'opal 200 or 300 millios
doliars spent in 1980. If this should take p'ace,
then that would reduce by the same amount,
roughly, expenditures in the 1981 fiscal
year. So the total cost will be in the neigh-
bourhcod of 2.8 bill on (2,800 million) doliars,
This cost will: not fall on the farmer's except
to the extent that they are taxpayers like every
other Americzn.  This will be shared by all
those in. ths country who pay taxes to the
federal government. - This..grain will .not be
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.. permitted to go back on the market in such
- 2 way as to depress agricultural prices, and
in a few inutes | will let one of the represen-
tatives here of the agriculture departmant,
Jim Williams, outline to you the details, and
I have a sheet prepared for handing out to
all of you with the exact loan prices for whaat
and corn and the other prices for the redemp-
tion of corn and wheat from storags........

“The last point | want to make is this.
It is very important that we understand that
~our allies are working very closely with us.
| talked to several of them before we took
this action. All of them agrzed that it should
be taken. We have got the maximum practical
assurance from them that they will not subs-
titute their sale of goods, including grain, for
our own. There are three major nations that
ordinarily have grain to export, Argentina,
Canada and Australia. Argentina does not
have adequate grain to make any significant
difference. | talked to President Giscard
D'Estaing today who represents West Euope.
They do have substantial quantities of grain
ordinarily. on hand, particularly barley. They
will not substitute their grain for ours that
is being withheld from the Soviet Union.
‘We anticipate that this withholding of grain
to the Soviet Union will rot force them to
~ withdraw their troops from Afghanistan. We
understood this from the beginning. We
don’t think that economic pressure or even
condemnation by the United Nations of the
Soviet Union will cause them to withdraw
their troops. But we hope that we have laid
down 2 marker and let them know that they
will indeed suffer now and in the future from
this unwarranted invasion of a formerly inde-
pendent non-aligned country.

~ "l need the support of the American
people.... ... We want to pursue a long-
range analysis and a schedule of actions to
strengthen American interests and presenca
and influece in this troubled area of the world,
in south-west ' Asia. You know about some
of these from news reports that have already
been issued, and we w Il take actions with the
Congress” help, to strengthen Pakistan. Our de-
sireis to do this through a consortium of nations.
~That is also the desire of Pakistan. | talked
- since lunch with President Zia of that country.
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" | have talked to him bafore about this 'ma tter,

and other nations in the region wio might
be threatened by the Soviets from "Afghanistan
will also know that we and many other nations
on earth are committad to their adequate
defense capability so that th2 Soviat; ‘will be
discouraged from their expansionism in the

“Because of the Iranian question, we
have greatly built up our nava' forces in the
Arabian sea. Those will be maintained at a
higher level than they have been in the past,
and as you know, there has been a marshal-
ling of woridwide public opinion, not only
in the condemnation of the Iranian terrorists
who hold ‘our hostages, but also against the
Soviet Union for their unprecedented invas.on of
Afghanistan in this recent few weeks....".

“waw

- My No. .3/40/1/322
Kachcheri, . Matale.
26th Dec.. 1979
Land Acquisition Act (Chapter:460) As
Amended By The Land Acquisition
(Amendment) Act No. 28 Of 1954,
Notice Under Section 7

It is intended to acquire the land described
in the schedule below for a public purpose.
For further particulars please see " Part Il

of Gazette No. 72 dated 18-01-1980 of

the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.
Schedule

Situgtion:—  Thalageda = Village; Gangala

Pallesiya Pattuwa, Naula D.R.O.s: Diyi-
sion and Matale District. | £

Name: — Hunganwela Pillewa
Extent: — A.20.R.0.P.03 g
Plan and Lot No.:— V.P. 535—Extract 2—

Lot Nos. 59, 74, 200,

201,202, 203, 205,
206, 207, & 208. i -

R. Pitako tuwa
District Land Officer,
- Matale District.
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Confidentially

Vegetables

WILL IT SURPRISE our readers that one
_among them did not waste any time in res-
_ ponding to our plea in this column to send
" informztion or their views on what costs a
family to live nowadays? That last week we
had published the Satyodaya Table that totted
up to Rs. 790/40 a month for a fami.y of five on

the barest subsistence! That the reader has
' cent three receipts for vegetib'e purchases

from the Kacheri Road Market Traders’
Association (of 212/45 3, Gas Work Street,
Colombo 11. Tel. 34417)! Taat this Associa-

tion, in SLFP as well as UNP times, has been
very close to certain Ministers ard govern-
_mental bgwigs? That this Assocation, if our
“memory serve us right, was stirted under
the benign auspices of R. G. Senanayake when
he was %’Inistcr of Trade! That the aim and
‘purpose of this Association was to organise
the private traders to provide the public
‘with vegetzbles at reasonable prices? That
- at that time there was a hue and cry that the
big Pettah market dealers were cornering
vegetables to sell them at blackmarket prices?
That at the same time there were protests
from the private traders that the Murketing
Department (MD) was undercutting the trad-
‘" ers to drive them out of business? That this
was 2 long lorg time 2go and much water has
flowed under the bridges since that time?
That for many years now, the purchasing offi-
cers in the outstations have been in cahoots
with the purchasing agents of the big Pettah
vegetable dealers? That this tie-up flourishes
to this day? That the victims are the producers
in the rural areas and the consumers in the
towrs! Thet whilst some Ministers utter
sanctimonious platitudes  about urseazonal
" rains and about vegetables-in-seacon, the pro-
" ducers have no urge to produce more and
the contumer is deprived of nutrition he 2nd
“‘his children necd? That the three receipts—
* they bezr no dete (none of them ever do)—
“relate to purchase on the same day, January
.8, 19802 That on Rece'pt No. | the following

items and prices are listed: 2 Ibs. beans, Rs.
6/40; 2 Ibs. carrots, Rs. 12/00; 3 Ibs. potatoes,

L
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Rs. 12/75; and 2 lbs. cabbage, Rs. 5/60? That
on Receipt No.2, | # Ibs. cabbage, Rs. 4/90;
11/2 Ibs. brinjals, Rs. 4/20; | Ib. ‘o' g beans
Rs. 2/80; | |b. Kohila, Rs. 2/-; % Ibs. Red
Onions lezves, Rs. 5/257 Thet on Rece'pt No. 3,
| Ib. snake gourd, Rs. 1/70; | !b. Khulkhol,
Rs. 2/50; 11/2 Ibs. beans, Rs. 4/8C; and | 1b.
cucumber, Rs. 2/80?

THAT IT WILL BE SEEN that vegetables
that are out of season or have been ruined
by unseasonal rains (e.g. carrots) cost Rs. 6/
a |b.? That 2\l vegetables in season today e.g.,
snake gourds, brinjals, kohila, cabbage etc,
cost Rs. 2/- a |b. ard upwards? That Tribune in-
vestigators hove found that in the last six months
no vegetab'e was availzble at less than Rs. 2/
a Ib? That even the ‘‘poor man's” Wattakka
fetched farcy prices over Rs. 2/- a Ib? That
this 's the sesson for the maximum production
of Wattzkka? That Puhul row costs at least
Rs. 4/- to 5/-a Ib. if avcilsb'e and that is rarely?
That in spite of the continued imports of onions
and dried chillies, the prices have continued
to mount? That a mixed second quality chilly—
the only one available—is Rs. 15/- a ib. or
more? That the poorer quaiities are
around Rs, 12/50 a b? That red onions—
wehenever ava lable —costs nearly Rs. 8/-to Rs
10/- a Ib.? That the imported Bombay or Dutch
onions (sold at Rs. 3/31 by the CWE to Co-
ops; and traders) are openly sold just outside
the CWE stores at prices ranging from Rs. 6/-
to 7/50 2 |b? That a visit to half a dozen MD
sales outlets revealed that the vegetables
were old, dried up and generally unfit
for cooking? That prices were little less than
the private traders but the latter had them
frech? That red onions were not available in
MD stalls? That Bombay onions had been
sold out? That the much published Consumer
Protection Societies existed only in Minis-
terial speeches and newspzper supplements.
That if Ministers talked less ard listened more
(and let others talk), they would learn more
of what is really happening in the country
and also what ordinary people think and feel?
That whatever achievements this government
may be able to beust of in the form, of high-
rise buildings, the FTZ, foreign investments,
in Mahaweli, etc., in the field of rural agri-
cultural production —vegetables, subsidiary food
crops, poultry, eggs, meat and milk—the
record is poor and is getting worse?
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OUR FARMERS

must produce more not only
to satisfy local needs but also
to export ——for

Sri Lanka’s economic salvation.

For this

there is no better guide
than

the Studio Times publication

HAND BOOK

for the
CEYLON FARMER
by Agricola
Available at Revised Edition
400 pages
STUDIO TIMES Illustrated and updated
Times Building

Eolombd M, Price Rs. 65/-

Tel. 21331
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