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“ Has tourism fallen flat on its face ? ”
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It being 8.30 p.M., Business was inter-
rupted, and the Debate stood adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Sunday, 18th
August, 1968.
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It being past 8.30 p.m., MR. SPEAKER
adjourned the House without Question

put.

Adjourned accordingly at
8.31 p.m. until 10 am. on
Sunday, 18th August, 1968,
pursuant to the Resolution of
ﬂsgs House of 13th August,
1968.
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VISITS ABROAD OF CHAIRMEN AND DIRECTORS
OF CORPORATIONS
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43/68

CearG GmEon Cwn. (ACH BonE)

(B wirsor aper P s—1ya s Risar)

. (Mr. Mangala Monnesinghe—Bulath-
sinhala)
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safled 1965 winfiey Ggr Ssth 1968 endeir
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wrariEer s U wiGeirsrenp, Gt seir
QFarm  sr@seflsr  Guwi, s@@w sraib,

vweerd Gaaey, Garsear Carflu Lwemre

eevreys  Glewaser, Gaiscr GCuop

g,
Glarair . Liwenr & 5er Cprdstn DpEus el

TEIES@ERLGT  FaT D ?

asked the Minister of Industries and
Fisheries: Will he table a list of
chairmen and directors of corpora-
tions in his Ministry who have gone
abroad since 1st April 1965 up to
June 1968 on official duty, indicating
the names of 'the couniries wvisited,
duration of stay, cost of passages,
amount of travelling and subsistence
claimed and purpose of visit.

o 8. 8 @d. 9%mIEAD (diavy D
@ S3S §98)

(Gzerres . (F. i @GewaiseT—o5s
Qarifler, s pQapifley syenindai )

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena—
Minister of Industries and Fisheries)
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House of Representatives
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T uD sl pen s, 1968
Sunday, 18th August 1968

18, waEcnd

G e, 100 @7 e Bew de Bw. o
shem DS [ed 2@, B i€ emdm]
deumad Su.

aenLl, @p. u. 10 e
[Czaraen
& enin & malE girEs

T BT

The House met at 10 a.m., MR. SPEAKER
[TuE How. S. C. SHIRLEY COREA] in the
Chair.

gdoRIEe Dbm SEud;
A sEREE wTilepe) e ser

ORrRAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

FRemQ S HY e 9w

wranfi UBE®, SapBsman By el

e 2e

LAND ALLOCATIONS, TRINCOMALEE DISTRICT

3. 8. 8. ooy ey Swn. (eRTC)
(B P. 9. Quoiror Garer—gtdur )
(Mr. T. B. Tennekoon—Dambulla)
288, 18&:Ie o» Beac wdHcast
e g me: (@) 1966 geg'd | o f
G 80 1968 @&dm 31 ZBo ewfa,
SEar=lolg: ?;as"@sﬁzs:@od‘ @aza m@-af‘f*
Do L sTYS ¢ ? (
@aEicaéccﬁJ" Qa8 g mé ;m-ﬁ-@-@’a
e eRe gfery ¢? B ccome’
qt’:‘é ¢? (9) o9& éc B C o GE
DG geey W o 988 (}L@é? Y ey
HE asf;&oﬁf wosleny c':?

ST e,

Tl sinen)

Brtraer, (Ferslona
() Aolaraored
LB 1.4.1965 SFuh 13.3.1968

46 or i @lor srenfls 53C0F Hagr T

YIS F T G
teTan’

SemBlont .

Lo ? () @iss sreoflla 5453 Aaefls Bip
ar % BOST EEH BT

Bewldm 857 2e3DGw

1494

B ? Tty CumsGen uis  Gasrenf
(@) oflewremrii

grflaeflcy Quuutsborajs, Gasrsnfl Quipma

umE@  Glednucn i 2

Qarewi e satsr QUi STl gl b o

aiTar ?

asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power : (@) How many
land kachcheries were held in the
Trincomalee District between 1.4.1965
and 313.19687? (b) What is the
acreage distributed under these land
kachcheries ? Among how many
persons was this land distributed ?
(¢) Will he state the names of the
applicants and the names of those
who received land ?

8 & od cuemIsym . (eR®,
B

&€& 8n &y ..JcCs’r}(J Go@Res BE
695 e 228

(B £ 9.

{_J

?egg GrRemsia sen—arani],
Brdiar Fer, (Reradon ¢ B nFF ST LT T @
inair g ErifugshS )

(Mr. C. P. J. Seneviratne—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Land,
II‘I‘lg‘atlon and Power)

(¢) 288 BcH8 18 o fﬁaﬁfam cGe.
() @OCwa0s" 3,072 god g'md
7,682 1/4 o= e¢m CE (9) gom
ae@@r:ﬁ)" (@) efcewd sewn B ad
D&’ 3,072 emdd oz
Cded qguc® 260y cord omemsndsd

cae

G882, gue® T ed we exds,
Sl {Fcﬁu{ e’ »® B 8&swe

HE@ wew e @a@?_ﬂacﬁ.

. B, e Do sy S,
{ Bew. £.G. B a5 o Betir o ]
. Tennekoon)

2 @ B0@mme

[ €]

cReMNBESW 5 e

(w5 QuaQardlr day )

(Mr. Seneviratne)

Q0 @ mm Bewows SwuB
SHETE wB  Bedd. 6P w@imx
cary Dbeard wm cewty. MmO e
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208 wDBAD einine@ND: 4 &
7949 ¢@J08 Sow

el wdla@GaRs  Blevdsart o Framolan
ey, (@e. 4 § 7949,
LAND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT : CAR

NOo. 4 & 7949

10. 8. 8. cosy Doz .

( @y £. 9. QuerenGanrs)

(Mr. T. B. Tennekoon)

288, 2H8&HS o 8gC g qOBeasy

mes sme: (§) 4 & 7949 ¢dan
@08 b3 9B w.dd® cceBNe®xT
2O ¢BBe? (@) O@ edOE Jow
gegd ®w 12, 13 w® 14 om §OIC
AcSSed BRH 9T dn® ¢xlexve?
(@) d3ef & & E»VE OB embiew
Sredamd WOw 6@me ?

Faenlly FLILIT $ 6 1P sliema
de: (1)
wpeni iy Gromt T susriy- T 6wl

Hd

yEn FFE TS

Gt 4 @ r949 Fedsdons
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asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and power (a) Does motor car No. 4
sri 7949 belonging to the Department
of Land Development? (b) Is he
aware that this car was at Balapitiya
on the 12th, 13th and 14th of April ?
(¢) If so, onv what official duties was
this car used on the said dates ?
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PRIVATE USE OF LAND ARMY JEEP BY MAJOR
MENDIS

1. a8
(58 emna)

(seor A5 erar. orik.
Carlent )

(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power: (a) Is he aware that
Major Mendis of the First National

Bewids 0538 eedDEs
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Guard Regiment has been seconded
for service in the Land Army as an
Assistant Commissioner ? (b) Has he
been provided with the Land Army
Jeep No. 5 Sri 664 and a driver ? (c)
Is he aware that—(i) Major Mendis
uses this jeep to travel regularly all
the way from Kurunegala to Col-
ombo ; and (ii) This jeep is used for
private purposes in Colombo ? (d)
Out of what funds is the driver of
this vehicle paid during the period it
functions in Colombo ?
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COMMISSIONER AND DEPUTY COMMISSIONER,
CEYLON TEA CENTRE, LONDON
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asked the Minister of Commerce and
Trade: (a¢) Who is the Commissioner
of the Ceylon Tea Centre, London ?
(b) What is his age and when is he
due to retire ? (¢) Is he aware that
the Organizing Director of the
International Tea Market Expansion
Board and the Executive Director of
the Ceylon Tea Propaganda Board
have recommended that the Commis-

1968 geadem 18
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sioner’s term of office be extended ?

(d) Will he give an assurance that—
(i) the present Commissioner will
not be given an extension ; and (ii)
that he will not be employed either
by the Ceylon Tea Centre or the
International Tea Market Expansion
Board in any other capacity ? (e)
Who is the Deputy Commissioner of
the Cevlon Tea Centre. London ? (f)
What other positions has this officer
held prior to his being apointed
Deputy Commissioner ? (g) Will he
give an assurance that Ceylonese will
be appointed as Commissioner of the
Ceylon Tea Centre in 1969 7 (h) Will
he give an assurance that the post of
Deputy Commissioner will be held
only by a Ceylonese ?

o Bu soneYg (DehHE » aDgT
©oB)

(Qaorray gy, GuifenewGi r—aeui & g,
SHUITLITT  eOLnd &1 )

(The Hon. Hugh Fernando—Minister of
Commerce and Trade)

(a¢) The Commissioner of the
Ceylon Tea Centre, London, is Mr.
A, H. Chambers. (b) He is 58 years
old and he is due to retire at the end
of 1969. (c¢) The Organizing Director
of the International Tea Market Ex-
pansion Board and the Executive
Director of the Ceylon Tea Propa-
ganda Board have not made any re-
commendation in regard to the ex-
tension of the Commissioner’s term
of office. (d) (i) & (ii) The question
of retention or otherwise of the pre-
sent Commissioner’s services,
whether in his present position or
any other capacity, will be a matter
for the Ceylon Tea Propaganda
Board to determine. (e) The Acting
Deputy Commissioner of the Ceylon
Tea Centre, London, is Mr. G. Goone-
sena. (f) His previous positions with
the board were as Deputy Commis-
sioner of the Ceylon Campaign in
Australia from 1961 to 1964 and as
Assistant Organizing Director of the
International Tea Market Expansion
Board from 1964 to 1966. (g) & (h).
It is not possible to give assurance of
this nature but the board’s policy is
to appoint Ceylonese wherever
possible.
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asked the Minister of Commerce and
Trade: (a) Who is the Treasurer of
the International Tea Market Expan-
sion Board and what are his educa-
tional qualifications and his salary ?
(b) How many others are employed
by the International Tea Market
Expansion Board in the Accounts
Department ? (¢) What are their
educational qualifications ? (d) What
is the salary attached to each post ?

oG @a gEnYe

(Cmarges el Qi eyenCi )

(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)

(a) The treasurer of the Inter-
national Tea Market Expansion Board

is Mr. R. J. A. Spiers. He has passed

Bewldm 8598 eaDC®
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honours and exemption from Matri-
culation. He also has passed the
Royal Society of Arts elementary
examination in three subjects, the
Intermediate examination in two
subjects, and the Advanced Level
examination in two subjects. Prior
to joining the International Board in
1935, he was an audit assistant with
a firm of chartered accountants,
Messrs. Alabaster, Stray & Clogg, for
seven years. His present salary is
£2595 per annum. (b) Two others
—Mrs. M. Attygalle and Mrs. A. S.
Kanagaratnam. (c) Mrs. Attygalle’s
qualifications are: Junior Cam-
bridge ; Senior Cambridge with ex-
emption from the London Matricula-
tion;  Elementary  Book-keeping
course at the Polytechnie, Colombo.
Mrs. Kanagaratnam’s qualifications
are: G.C.E. Ordinary Level—passes
in seven subjects with three credits :
Cobol Computor Programming pass

ai Stafford House, London; also
shorthand and typing. (d) Mrs.
Attygalle’s present salary  is

£1,110 per annum. Mrs. Kanaga-
ratnam’s present salary is £860 per
annum.

aibc 57, 28 cueddh

(ST S erar. erth. Gl )

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

If the treasurer’s salary is above
£2500 per annum, is it not possible
to engage a fully-qualified chartered
accountant instead of employing a
person who has failed his examina-
tion ?

a8 Su swD'¢

(Gaarrar aflyy SAciienenCGii)

(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)

Appointments are made by the Tea
Propaganda Board, and I have no
power to give specific directions
under the present ordinance.

@nde 05, 88 cmedd

{ssevn".'&?r@ Grair. stibh. G ran )

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The Hon. Minister can certainly

the Oxford Senior Examination with draw their attention to it.
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(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)
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GRAMASEVAEKAS, RATNAPURA DISTRICT
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(Dr. N. M. Perera—on behalf of Mr.
Neal de Alwis—Baddegama)
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs:
(¢) How many Grama Sevakas in
the Ratnapura District have been
serving in the same Grama Sevaka’s
Wasama as at 30.6.1968 ; (i) for over
three years; (ii) for over four years ?
(iii) for over five years? (b) Will
he take steps to see that those Grama
Sevakas serving in the same Wasama
for long periods would be transferred
immediately ? .
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args  gowisi—eapil®  dasrs
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(The Hon. E. L. B. Hurulle—Minister
of Communications—on behalf of the
Minister of Home Affairs)

1. (a¢) (i) One (1). (ii) Thirteen
(13). (iii) Forty-six (46). ( b) This
is a question of policy. There was
no Governmental decision or Minis-
terial directive prior to 1965 to the
effect that all gramasevakas should
be transferred after a specified period
of years in a division. There has
been no such decision after 1965.
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LAND ARMY : WAGE INCREASE
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(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena—
Minuwangoda—on behalf of Mr. Laksh-
man Jayakody—Divulapitiya)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power: (a) Is he aware
that since the devaluation of the
Rupee, a wage increase of Rs. 20 and
Rs. 15 has been given to all employ-
ees ? (b) Why was such an increase

“not given to members of the Land
Army ? (c¢) Will action be taken to
pay them this increased wage? If
not, why ?
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MR. B. M, PUNCHI BAND TEMMITITENNE,
: WALAPANE
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. T. B. M. Herath—Walapane)
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asked the Minister of Social Services :
(a) Is he aware that the house of
Mr. B. M. Punchi Banda of Temmiti-
tenne, Medapalata, Walapane, was
destroyed by fire in or about Febru-
ary 1968? (b) Is he aware of the
extent of damage sustained by him
as a result? (¢) Why has his
application for relief to the G. A.,
Nuwara Eliya, and the D. R. O., Wala-
pane, not received attention? (d)
Will he be given relief, without de-
lay.? If not, why ?
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(The Hon. 'N. H. A. M. Karunaratne—
Minister of Social Services) | i
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asked the Minister of Social Services :
(a) Is he aware that in consideration
of the blindness of Vairambugedera
Angohamy of Galketiwela, Meda-
palata, Walapane, her father was
given public assistance on her be-
half and that he died about 2 years
ago? (b) Why was this public assis-
tance paid in respect of this blind
person withdrawn since that date ?
{c) Will he take action to restore
ic assistance to her. If not, why ?
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of Mr. Jayakody)
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications : (a)
Is he aware that letters sent by
Village Councils when undelivered
are not returned-to the Village Coun-
cils concerned but to the A. C. L. G’s
offices as they carry the official frank
of the A. C. L. G.? (b) Is he aware
that consequently a large number of
important letters have been lost?
(c) Will he permit Village Councils
the use of an official frank so that
these losses may not occur ? (d) If
not, why ?
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(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme—

Minister of Public Works, Posts and
Telecommunications)

(a) Yes. (b) No-complaints have
been received so far regarding any
loss of letters from village councils.
(¢) No. (d) Does not arise in view
of my answer to (b).
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behaif
of Mr. Jayakody)
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asked the Minister of Finance: (a)
Is he aware that the teachers’ widows
and orphans pension (T. W. P./4180
/PA) due to the dependants of the
late Mr. W. A, D. Piyasena, assistant
teacher (PV 22659) of ezn¢/Yatiyana
Vidyalaya has not ben paid so far ?
(b) Will he take action to pay this
money immediately ? If not, why ?
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(Mr. N. Wimalasena—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Finance)
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MRS. B. M. SUDUMENIEKA, PALALPATHANA,
WALAPANE
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
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asked the Minister of Social Services
(a) Is he aware that Mrs. B. M.
Sudumenika of Palalpathana in the
Harasbedda Wasama in Walapane
and her eight children have been
rendered destitute consequent on her
husband being sentenced to death ?
(b) Why has no attention being
paid to the numerous applications
made for public assistance for these
persons ? (¢} Will he order the
immediate payment of public assist-
ance to these persons? (d) If not,
why ?
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~ (Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. Ratnasiri Wickramanayaka—
Horana) :
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asked the Prime Minister and Minis-
ter of Defence & External Affairs,
Minister of Planning & Economic
Affairs and Minister of Informa-
tion & Broadcasting:

Bl dn 938 D0
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aware, (i) that Mr. A. A. Rahim of
the Ingiriya Police, met with an acci-
dent on 4.5.1967 while he was attached
to the Panadura Police Station; (ii)
that as a result he has permanently
lost the use of his left ear ; and (iii)
that Dr. Rasanayagam, E. T
Specialist, of the General Hospital,
Colombo, has issued a certificate in
this regard ? (bj Will he, therefore,
take action to pay him compensation?

wd aOBRE owmmwnem (g,
edm o 9w Doy EEAG @ EF,
DO uEmem o pi8m WOrn BEAG
2 0B o ZOIR wm 2 85€ @oB)

(Gaarrar afl  DFEnpruss-—ST s5n
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y@undFmid Sl gpsmintie), QL.I;:Qﬁ?nT.fr,,s.frﬂ
e an)mé:_-'r(rtjtb, FEURN, S,\s@f_;.u'r_}r_’r
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(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake—Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence & External
Affairs, Minister of Planning & Economic

Affairs and Minister of Information &
Broadcasting)

(a) (i) Yes. (iiy This has to be
decided by a Medical Board. (iii)
Yes. (b) Yes, after impairment to
his earning capacity has been assess-
ed by a Medical Board. Action has
been already taken to send him before
a Medical Board very early.
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VOTE OF CONDOLENCE :
THE REV. CANTON W. E. BOTEJUE

2. 0. 10.15

ad 8. B. ¢ R (909, 8w =
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(Qsarrar . (F- p. Boaur—arenfl, Fid
ureer, Rardlens ymwsamh Feats ApsH
m@xﬁ)

(The Hon. C. P. de_Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)

Permit me, Sir, to refer to the pass-
ing away of the Reverned Canon W.
E. Botejue at'the ripe old age of 97

o{@)eq Is 1 e, . years, , He was the "one: and only
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ecclesiastic in any of our Legislatures
and the last to survive from the Le-
gislative Council of 1921 in which he
repiesented Sabaragamuwa.

Canon Botejue had his education
at Trinity College, Kandy, and later
at St. Stephen’s College, Oxford. On
his return to Ceylon he was appoint-
ed to St. Luke’s Church, Ratnapura,
and the Kelani Valley pastorate.
After serving in several parts of the
Island he retired as the Vicar of All
Saints’ Church, Galle. He was the
author of several religious works and
the editor of the most important
Church’ Paper of the day—*“The
Pilot”; - He was a versatile speaker
and writer in all three languages. He
fought for equality of all races and
the abandonment of special seats in
churches, .

- In the Legislative Council he was
a contemporary of prominent poli-
ticians like the late Hon. E. W. Perera,
the late Hon. C. E. Corea, the late
Hon. Sir Henry de Mel, the late Hon.
Marcus Fernando and the late Hon.
Sir 'P.. 'Ramanathan, and was an
ardent advocate for constitutional
refo.ms. While seeking better con-
ditions for his electorate he worked
indefatigably for the eradication of
parangi, the dread disease. Though
a Christian cleric he stood up for the
rights and privileges of Buddhist
monks,

Mr. Speaker, permit me, on behalf
of the Members of this House, to ex-
press our sorrow at the passing away
not only of a sincere legislator, but
also of a pious and respected leader
of the Christian Church.

I would also kindly request that
you diect the Clerk to the House to
convey our sympathies to the mem-
bers of his bereaved family, while
sending them a copy of these proceed-
ings.

g. ew. 10.18
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
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(Mr. Speaker) .

I wish to associate myself with the
sentiments  expressed by both sides
of the House on the passing away of
the Rev. Canon W. E. Botejue, ex-
Member of the Legislative Council.
I shall request the Clerk of the House
to make a minute of the proceedings
of the meeting today and send a copy
thereof - to the members of the
bereaved family,
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Order read for resuming Adjourned
Debate on Question—[2nd August.]
“That the Bill be now read a Second
time ”.—[The Hon. Wanninayake.]
Question again proposed.
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(The Hon. I. M. R. A, Iriyagolle—Minis-
ter of Education and Cultural Affairs)
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import duties will
bring down ecost of textiles. Salu Sala

steps up prices. Only printed fabrics
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Mr, Speaker, I propose to continue
the rest of my speech in English as
I have to refer to a large volume of
statistics. As I mentioned before,
the greatest wealth of an individual
or a nation is good health. As far
back as 1931, in the days of the first
State Council, the entire Budget was

SOm? Fewic BeAnd. FS mem®  only,Rs. 300 million, for the whole
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Island, for all the Ministries and all
other work. Today, in 1968, the
Ministry of Health alone has been
allocaied Rs. 222 million for the com-
ing fiscal year. This will show you
that within a short space of 38 years
not only has the population of Ceylon
increased to a vast extent but the
expenditure incurred by the various
Governments too has been increasing
yearly to the enormous figure of
Rs. 222 million.

This sum of Rs. 222 million which
we propose to spend in the coming
year is comprised of Rs. 204 million
on recurrent expenditure for staff,
drugs, diet, etc; Rs. 5.8 million on
Ayurveda, and Rs. 11 million on
capital work.

In 1964/65 the total provision for
the Ministry was Rs. 159 million ; in
1966/67 the provision was Rs. 178
million. This year it has risen to the
figure of Rs. 222 million. This is not
purely because illness has increased
—certain illnesses have decreased ;
certain illnesses have almost come to
the point of being wiped out—but
due to the rapid expansion of the
population and due to the demands
of the various Members of Parlia-
ment for central dispensaries, hospi-
tals, maternity homes, bringing in its
wake the need to recruit more doc-
tors, nurses, para-medical staff, etc.
Due to this we have now reached the
figure of Rs. 222 million.

In the coming year we propose to
train an additional 515 pupil nurses,
25 radiographers, 150 pupil midwives,
45 medical officers are being sent
abroad for specificialist qualifications
and 75 medical officers are being
taken for post-graduate training.

Then the question of giving a gua-
rantee of employment to medical
graduates has agitated the minds of
the public during the last year or so.
I wish to point out at this stage that
we do not give a guarantee of em-
ployment to any other category of
graduate. We have engineers passing
out ; we have architects passing out ;
we have science graduates passing

Bewddm 95785 Veddcw
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out, and we have also arts graduates
passing out, but there is no question
of guaranteeing employment to these
categories. There has never been
a guarantee of employment to medi-
cal graduates also, but as the number
of doctors passing out yearly was
limited we were in the past able to
absorb practically every one who
passed but and who chose to join
Government Ser'vice.

Today, with the establishment of
the second medical school we have
on the average between three to four
hundred medical graduates passing
out. There is an English saying that
one must cut one’s coat accordingly
to one’s cloth, and it is according to
our revenue that we have to take in
doctors. It is true, it is desirable, that
every dispensary should be manned
by tully qualified medical officers,
but our economy just now cannot
stand that. Therefore, in the future
it will not be possible to absorb all
the medical graduates that pass out.
Here again there is a public miscon-
ception that medical graduates who
devote so many years to study and
spend so much of money must be
guarantted employment. I like to tell
this honourable House that the only
type of graduate who can start his
own practice as soon as he passes out
is the medical graduate. The medical
graduate, he or she, is not tied down
to the Public Service. As they pass
out, as they finish the period of
internship they can start private
practice. What about the poor arts
graduates, and the poor science gra-
duates ?

Therefore, this idea that we should
guarantee employment should be
given up because it creates a miscon-
ception and heart-burning among
other graduates. Now, take an engi-
neer ; he also goes through a stren-
uous course of training, and he is
also a very useful member of society,
but no Govsrnment has given a
gurantee of employment to the engi-
neering graduates. An hon. Member
of the Opposition stated that this
Government was unable to guarantee
employment. No government did.
The circumstances were such that as
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they passed out they were able to
get employment. But that promise
cannot be held out for the future. 1
say so not only for the information of
hon. Members of this House but also
in the interest of those who choose
to go into the medical profession.
There are certain professions
which are grossly under-manned.
The medical profession just now, I
think, is top-heavy under the
circumstances. There are too many,
and we cannot absorb all of them.

B ¢ a8 @

(Bop- fov g gy@siion)

(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

Do wyou mean you
staffed ?

are over-

od & OF. o hInGm

{@555‘rr-rw *,. orov. G&'@pfﬂ{_f&l\%}

(The Hon. E. L. Senanayake)

Not over-staffed. By “top-heavy”
I mean we cannot provide employ-
ment for all of tl}em.

cRmEnY Dam,

{ &lom- Qaerosr)

(Mr. Keuneman}

What is the ratio of doctors to
patients ?

ad 8. O¢. o mmmnam

(Qaorray w, ared. CrEyprisds)

(The Hon. E. L. Senanayake)

That would depend on the different
countries. In the United Kingdom
vou will find that it is one doctor to
every 2,000 or 3,000 patients. I do not
think we can have that position here.
I shall give the figures later.

I next come to the building pro-
gramme. A sum of Rs. 11 million is
being provided in the next financial
year for capital works in the votes
of, the Health Department. Besides,
a sum of Rs. 7.1 million is being pro-
vided for buildings for the Health
Department and ayurveda under
the P. W. D. Votes. The expenditure
on buildings for the current year,
both under the Health Department
Votes, and the P. W. D. votes, will
be in the region of Rs. 189

noola
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In the past few years we have had
difficulty in completing our building
programme because the P. W. D. has
been unable to accept work for more
than so many million rupees for each
department.. I am glad to inform this
hon. House that the State Engineer-
ing Corporation has offered to take
on a good load of the building pro-
gramme. Just now the State Engi-
neering Corporation is completing
the building of hospitals at Aluth-
nuwara, Maskeliya, Kankesanturai,
Warakapola and Avissawella. In the
next financial year we shall have the
support not only of the P. W. D, and
the State Engineering Corporation,
but also of the R. V. D. B,, which has
taken on a very big load of our build-
ing programme. Therefore, we hope
to complete Rs. 18 million worth of
work in the next financial year.

One of the important steps taken
during the current year has been the
introduction of price control of drugs.
I admit that at the very beginning
there were a few instances where we
found it difficult to control price, but
I am glad to report now to this hon.
House and to hon. Members that the
price control of drugs has been
working satisfactorily. I must also
mention that we have had 32 cases
of profiteering and irregular prac-
tices. All these cases have been taken
to court, and several persons have
been convicted. We are trying to
close every loophole.

I am also glad to inform this hon.
House that from next month we can
expect a further reduction in the
price of drugs. The prices of impor-
tant drugs like sulphas, antibioties
vitamins, etc., will come down by 35
per cent. This has been made possi-
ble becuase the Hon. Minister of
Finance has kindly agreed to allow
the import of drugs duty free and
because of changes in customs policy.
Up to now customs duty has been
charged on the world market value
but from the first of next month
customs duty will be calculated on
the cif. price. But from the first
of next month customs duty will be
calculated on the ec.i.f. wvalue. This

H‘I”d%‘i% a further reduction of 10
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per cent. Therefore the price of the
majority of drugs that are being used
daily will come down by 45 per cent.

GDDNELY B,

r"@@, Gles g Lnsar )

(Mr. Keuneman)

That will be like the prices of tex-
tiles coming down.

aé 8. OF. o neD
(Caaroay &, ors. CrE)sriiss)
(The Hon. E. L. Senanayake)

To facilitate the distribution of
drugs the Civil Medical Stores is
being decentralized. We have al-
ready established five drug stores—
at Kegalle, Kalutara, Ratnapura,
Batticaloa and Puttalam—and very
soon the Civil Medicl Stores will be
operating in Kandy, Kurunegala,
Badulla, Anuradhapura and Vavu-
niya. The decentralization of the
Civil Medical Stores has made it very
convenient for the provincial hos-
pitals to obtain their drugs without
delay.

The next important step that has
been taken is in regard to quality
control of drugs. As you know,
today the same drugs is being im-
ported into this country under a
variety of brand names. For example,
you can get aspirin in ten different
varieties and you can get penicillin
in thirty or fortty different varieties.
No one is able to evaluate the
strength of these drugs. It has been
found that certain drugs are 50 per
cent below the effective strength.
There iz no method of getting a
proper evaluation of drugs
manufactured in this country.

We are, therefore, very grateful to
the Government of Japan which has
offered substantial aid to us in that
regard, A team of Japanese scien-
tists is at present in Ceylon advising
the Health Department on the estab-

BDewldn 575 el
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lishment of a quality control lobora-
tory. This is going to cost about
Rs. 34 million.

The new virus laboratory at the
Colombo South Hospital has been
occupied and work has commenced
on serology and tissue cultures. This
is something new in the medical field
in Ceylon. In cases of very rare ill-
nesses we have all these years been
flying out samples to Germany or
England or Switzerland for analysis,
but in future we shall be able to
tackle this problem completely in
Ceylon.

The next important step taken by
my Ministry is in regard to the blood
bank. Although our requirements
amount to about 70,000 pints, so far
we have not been able to secure more
than half the required quantity, in
spite of the honorarium of Rs. 10
given to each donor.

There have been sad instances of
people having lost, their lives for
want of blood of a particular group.

We have launched a national ap-
peal for blood donation. I am glad to
tell the House that we have had a
very good response from all sections
of the public. In fact this morning
300 police recruits donated blood
before they took up their new posts.
We hope that we shall be able to
secure our entire requirements of
blood through donations. We would
not only save Rs. 2 or Rs. 24 lakhs but
also have a record of the people who
have donated blood and who are
willing to donate blood free, so that
in case of emergency we shall have
a network of donors whom we could
summon,

The other scheme started by my
Ministry is with regard to the provi-
sion of a free rice meal to patients.
After the rice-cut the system that ob-
tained was that a patient had to
surrender his coupons if he wanted a
meal of rice. What happened was
that a patient who entered hospital
for three or four days was reluctant
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to surrender his coupons. We have
therefore organized a system of
voluntary contributions ~whereby

Buddhist societies, various Christian
societies and Muslim societies have
banded themselves together for the
purpose of supplying rice meals to
patients, and now in many areas
patients are receiving not merely one
rice meal but two rice meals a day,
with no added cost to Government.

I was sorry to read the other day
in Hansarp that the fair Leader of
the Opposition had in the course of
her speech in the Throne Speech
Debate stated that the Minister of
Health was begging for rice. I should
like to remind her that one of the
greatest precepts that Lord Buddha
preached was dana paramithava.
Though a son of royalty, the first
thing he did when he attained en-
lightenment was to take a bowl and
go begging. He set an example for
the rest of the world. The giving of
a dana according to Buddhism is a
very great act of charity. Lord
Buddha went begging with a bowl.
S0, dane paramithave is a very
valuable attainment. To encourage
people to give dana, to appeal to the
people to give rice, is not begging. It
is a question of getting together to be
of help to our brothers and sisters.

I do not think she should have said
that we went begging for rice, or for
food, or for blood. It is not that we
require it for ourselves but that we
require it for those who are ill. This
will help the people who are ill.
When a person is ill, whether he be
the Governor-General, the Prime
Minister, a Minister, or anyone, these
are the two things that they value
most. And according to the teach-
ings of the Buddha, service to the
sick is equal to service to Him.
Therefore, as I mentioned earlier,
especially where sickness is con-
.cerned, we should not think of any
other difference.

Then we come to the question, the
much vexed question, of family plan-
ning. Family planning, has;, heen
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accepted in most parts of the deve-
loped world. We in Ceylon have
been having family planning on a
small scale in the past. Those who
have read economics must have come
across the law of diminishing returns.
You can manure your fields to any
extent and you can iniroduce any
type of culture, but there comes a
time when the return starts diminish-
ing. You can get one acre of paddy
to yield 250 bushels of paddy but it
does not mean you are going to step
up production to 300, 409, and 500
bushels. The law of diminishing
returns applies and the yield starts
coming down. Therefore, many
countries have realized that the po-
pulation explosion is one of the big-
gest problems they will have to face.

I remember, when I was reading
for the degree in economies as far
back as 1942, I read an article on the
Malthusian Theory written in 1789
where Professor Malthus had pro-
phesied that there would come a time
when the biggest problem the world
would face is the problem of over-
population.

Nearly two hundred years later,
most of the countries have accepted
family planning and they are practis-
ing family planning. They are giving
incentives to family planning.

People have a misconception that
if they practise family planning it is
a sin. Family planning is not birth
control. When you lay a table for
ten and you invite a hundred, what
will happen? All the hundred of
them will starve. We in our own
country have to evaluate our own
possibilities.

The hon. Member for Dambulla
was saying that we must have a plan
and that we must look ahead. He
said that we must think of the num-
ber of teachers that we require, of
the number of doctors that we re-
quire, and the number of constahles
we would require. Similarly we must
look ahead even in the matter of
maintaining our health services. We
must look ahead to find out the num-

am ber@fpeople to whom we can provide
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medical facilities, how many people
we can feed, and so on. If we go
on indiscriminately what will

happen ?

We are basically an agricultural
country. In agriculture you know
that increasing of the yield is not
limitless, There are limits to the
returns from a paddy field or from
a tea bush or anything. Family
planning therefore should be en-
couraged because we would other-
wise fall into a bottomless well.

If on the one side we are stepping
up production, development, and in
every possible field, and on the other,
if we have an indiscriminate increase
of population, I do not know what
we will have to do when we reach
explosion point.

His Holiness the Pope has changed
his views recently.

IDDTEY S,

(5cp. Gaarws)

(Mr. Keuneman)

He has reaffirmed his view.

aé & . ow mhznw

(Gaargen &, ora. Cr@pruss)

{(The Hon. E. L. Senanayake)

In regard to foreign aid, during the
current financial year $25,000 was
received from the W.H.O. for malaria
eradication work. $25,000 was also re-
ceived from the U.S.A. Government.
$264.000 was received from the
UNICEF for sterngthening the mater-
pal and child health services parti-
cularly. $43.000 was again received
from the UNICEF for tuberculosis
control work.

In regard to the malaria epidemic,
which is causing and has caused us
grave anxiety, I should like to place
before this House the pattern of the
anti-malaria campaign during the
past ten years. In the year 1958 the
{otal expenditure on the anti-malaria
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Rs. 3 million ; in 1960 Rs. 33 million ;
in 1961-62 Rs. 3,800,000; in 1962-63
Rs. 3% million; and in 1963-64
Rs. 2,600,000. At this stage the ex-
penditure on the anti-malaria cam-
paign started to come down as a re-
sult of American aid being with-
drawn. When the oil companies were
taken over no compensation was paid,
and the Americad aid that was given
to the anti-malaria campaign was
completely stopped. Up to the year
1963 we had been receiving 37 per
cent, 39 per cent, 42 per cent as fo-
reign aid. After 1963 the foreign aid
we received dropped to 10 per cent.
This year the estimated expenditure
on the anti-malaria campaign alone
is nearly Rs. 12 million.

As I mentioned earlier in 1964 the
number of recorded cases of malaria
was only 17. It had come to almost
eradication level. I must say, in
fairness to the then Government and
the officials who were in charge, that
at that time the W.H.O. was so con-
vinced that malaria would not re-
appear in Ceylon, that they asked the
then Government, or the department,
to stop spraying. From then on-
wards malaria started again in the
dry zone. I am glad to be able to tell
hon. Members thai, although the in-
cidence of malaria in the last one year
has been nearly 1% million cases, in
the areas where spraying has been
started there is a reduction in the
number of cases. I should like to tell
this hon. House that the eradication
of malaria cannot be done in six
months or one year. We have to have
a consistent programme for the next
five years.

oM@ sY B,
(&p. Qaeriner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

How about the distribution of
pills ?

ad & AF. ow TNED

(Qaeroe &, erov. CoeEnmrds)

(The Hon. E. L. Senanayake)

We have got millions of pills and
they are being distributed now. We
have been able to distribute these

campaign was Rs. 42 millioni;dn-1858:napills-wery satisfactorily.
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In addition to the anti-malaria cam-
paign we have the anti-Filariasis
campaign. The figures are very in-
teresting to note. In 1947, when the
first anti-Filariasis survey was done,
the infection rate was 7.5 per cent.
This had come down to 1.4 per cent
in 1967. A sum of Rs. 2 million is
spent annually on the campaign for
the eradication of filariasis.

The tuberculosis campaign has pro-
gressed considerably. In 1959 the in-
cidence of tuberculosis was 9.6 per
cent. In 1967 it came down to 5.4 per
cent. An assessment has been made
by the W.H.O. pilot project which
was inaugurated in 1966 in the North-
ern and Western Provinces. The
anti-tuberculosis campaign has been
fairly cuccessful. If we are to wipe
out tuberculogis in this Island we
must insist that every child be given
the B.C.G. vaccination. There are
two diseases that other countries have
successfully wiped out, namely,
tuberculosis and polio ; and from in-
quiries made I find that in every one
of these countries where they have
wiped out polioc and tuberculosis,
there is legislation for compulsory
vaccination. No child is admitted to
a school unless a certificate is pro-
duced to show that he or she has had
the anti-polio and the B.C.G. vaccina-
tions.

It is my proposal to introduce very
soon legislation to make it compulsory
for all pre-school children to produce
a certificate before they can he ad-
mitted to a school that they have
been treated with B.C.G., anti-polio
and, we propose to add another, what
they call the triple-injection which
immunizes the childen from whoop-
ing cough, tetanus and something
else. If they have that certificate
they will be admitted to school, In
this case the parents are to blame.
A child below 5 years cannot go up
to a doctor and ask for anti-polio
treatment. You will find, Sir, when
ever we have a propaganda drive
against polio that for the next 2 or 3
vears the incidence of polio falls al-
most to nothing, but after 4 years it
starts rising again. Therefore it is
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very necessary to have compulsory
treatment. I understand that we
have compulsory vaccination; so, I
do not think anyone will lose if we
have compulsory treatment against
these three dreaded diseases where
specially the children are affected.

The recorded number of positive
cases of malaria in 1959 was 1,596, in
1964, 122, in 1961, 110, in 1962, 31 and
in 1963, 70. On these results and on
the recommendation of an indepen-
dent appraisal team of the W.H.O.,
spraying operations were inter-
rupted from the entire country in
April 1964. This may be the reason
for the resurgence of malaria again.
In the year 1964, 1,213,000 blood
smears were taken throughout the
Island. The number of positive cases
which was 150 in 1966, rose to 499.
The actual epidemic broke out in
1967, again in the traditional areas of
Dambulla, Matale, Polonnaruwa,
Anuradhapura and  Kurunegala.
Those who remember the previous
epidemic will recall that these were
the worst affected areas then, and its
reappearance goes to prove that the
civilizations of ancient Ceylon moved
out of those areas to the up-country
due to malaria, which was dreaded
even at that time. So that, malaria
has become a national enemy.

Action has been taken to cobat this
epidemic. We had the very ready
assistance of the W.H.O. in this con-
nection. I am very grateful to them
for having rushed to our aid in
every way. When we had very little
D.D.T. and anti-malaria drugs, the
officers of the W.H.O. within 3 weeks
airlifted all the drugs that we wanted
and gave us a gift of D.D.T. The In-
dian Government gave us a loan of
D.D.T. if not for which and if we had
waited for the normal period, the
malaria epidemic would have got out
of hand sometime ago.

On this occasion I should also like
to record my very grateful apprecia-
tion of the services of the Army. The
Army came to our aid. If we had to
recruit overseers and trained persons,
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[ad 8 @, ol snznem]
our figures of malaria would have
gone to 3 million. The ready assist-
ance given by the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter by giving me several units of
the army to spray the entire river
bed in that area helped us a lot.

The W.H.O. team who came to
advise us has given us two pro-
grammes ; one is a crash programme
to be implemented immediately
which is going to cost Rs. 25 million,
and the other is a 4 year long term
programme which is going to cost
about Rs. 65 million. In all we will
have to find in the next 5 years an
additional Rs. 100 million for malaria

work alone.

We have received quite a lot of as-
gistance from many  friendly
countries, not only drugs and D.D.T,,
but also vehicles. They have sent
their experts even without our asking
for them, and these experts have
gone round the Island and helped the
Anti-Malaria Department to make a
proper assessment of the situation. I
am glad to tell this House that the
situation with regard to malaria is
under control now.

We have completed the cardio-
logy unit established in the General
Hospital. Buildings for the estab-
lishment of a virus laboratory in Col-
ombo South, and a quality control
laboratory are under way. The Ayur-
vedic College costing over Rs. 800,000
was completed in November 1967.

1 should now like to place before
this House a short account of what is
happening in Ayurveda. As you
know, the ayurvedic hospitals and
dispensaries throughout the Island
under the Ministry of Health have
provided treatment for 570,913 out-
door patients and 553 indoor patients.
Action is under way to establish new
ayurvedic hospitals in Jaffna, Kuru-

Bewidn 835 oeFnce
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B & qeeuaﬁﬂ &ean.

(B o g ydvefion)

(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

What about the Southern Pro-
vince ?

ad 8. 8¢, o mEheR

(GgarTas w. ero). Co@mwba)

(The Hon. E. L. Senanayake)

—Beliatia. Beliatta is going to
have the biggest project, costing
Rs. 3% million. We have taken steps
to take over all the herbaria in the
Island. Now we find ourselves im-
porting herbs that are available in
Ceylon. Unfortunately, there has
not been a proper system of collec-
tion of the herbs available in this
country. I am grateful to the Hon.
Minister of Lands who has  “placed
under my Ministry the various her-
baria planted by our ancient ances-
tors, where we can grow all the
aralu, bulu, nelli and many of our re-
quirements which are presently im-
ported from India. We have also
taken action to register the param-
paragathe vedamahattayas. In the
past anyone was able to put up a
board and call himself an ayurvedic
doctor, and the public were at the
mercy of the quacks. We have in-
troduced a scheme where all those
ayurvedic physicians go through a
test, and we have so far registered
9.728 general physicians who claim to
be ereditary physicians. Every one of
these people had to face a fairly stiff
test in medical treatment.

The College of Ayurveda was
shifted to new premises in 1967. We
have 5,578 students following a four-
year course. I am also glad to inform
this House that the salaries of ayur-
vedic physicians have been raised.
after going through a five year
period of {raining, they received
Rs. 80 a month. This has been raised
to Rs. 2656 a month going up to a
maximum of Rs. 565.

I sall now deal with some of the
criticisms made by hon. Members
who spoke before me. The hon. Mem-

negala, Kandy, Warakapola, andzs, 0. 06r-fon Mulkirigala.
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(Mr. George Rajapaksa) has said
that a sum of Rs. 6,850,000 was allo-
cated for T. B. allowances in 1967-68
and that this has been reduced to
Rs. 1,520,000 in the present Budget. I
have just read out to you the figures
in regard to the incidence of T. B.

The incidence of T. B. has gone down

considerably and, therefore, the hon.
Member should realize that conse-
guently the total allowance paid
should also go down. Also, it has been
the experience with some of the
people receiving this allowance, that
they do not want to be completely
cured.

BE ¢ oS Qe
(B Fov 19 opsvshian)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

Why ?

ad 6. ¢, o e

(Qaaraey &, aran. Q.&'.@;ﬁn’ma&es)

(The Hon. E. L. Senanayake)

They want to continue to draw
the allowance——

BE ¢ ¢ 8w @

(Bon. o g oyswaien)

(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

What is the reason?
economic conditions.

Due to

@& 8. 8¢, el mmmws

(Gaorrey &, sra. Bu )BT g% )

(The Hon. E. L. Senanayake)

—thereby infecting their children
and others in the family. Now we
have evolved a new system where
we give the treatment on the spot.
When they come to the T. B. Clinic
they have to take the treatment on
the spol. Therefore, in the very near
future we might be in the happy
position of being able to say that
T. B. has been completely wiped out.

The hon. Member for Kalutara
(Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene)
has commented that about 70 doc-
tors had passed out but they have
not been recruited. That is not
correct. I have employed every
intern who passed out both in
December and in June, But in the

future it may not be, ROSSIDIetum GRG0 P O® POHS
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take in all those who pass out. We
have provision for only another 130
appointments in the coming year
while we will have about 300 pas-
sing out during that year.

I do not like to take the time of
this House by giving some more
figures. I should like to state that
the programme for the coming year
has been increased not only for the
curative side but also for the pre-
ventive side. It is universally
accepted that prevention is better
than cure, therefore we have given
more weightage for the prevention
of diseases and not so much for the
curative side.

As I mentioned before, with the
increase in population and with
every hon. Member asking for more
and more maternity homes—for
instance, Kamburupitiya is getting
two maternity homes—these places
have to be staffed with apothecaries,
nurses, midwives and so on—
[Interruption]. I find the best
place to introduce family planning
is the maternity home. It is most
receptive there.

In conclusion I should like fto
thank hon. Members on both sides
of the House for their kind co-cpera-
tion and support given to me during
the past six months.

a& sy Rag
(Glaarsar Y EE G F T
(Hon. Members)
Hear! Hear!
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