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This week we have a picture of a scene near Sendankulam in Jafina near
the place where the murderers of Mayor Duralyappah had apandoned the
car they had used to get away from the scene of the assassination. This pic-
ture was taken many years ago when the dress of working women in the Tamil
North was still the more natural and graceful clothing that had been tradi-
tionally worn by the people. One saree length of cloth was all they used for
covering themselves in a way that was eminently suitable for the weather
and climate in the area. When working in the paddy flelds and other culti-
vated garden plots they tucked up the cloth toknee height—not to the mini-
length which is now fashionable in urban areas. The blouse which is now
universal with the saree was taken over from the ceremonial dress of the
richer classes of the anclent pseudo-feudal (in the European sense) Tamil
Society, but evenamong the women of these classes the “house dress’’ was
not very different from the style and manner depicted in the plcture—today,
however, the horror known as the housecoat has taken over. All the other
paraphenalia of women's clothing in Jaffna like petticoats, chemises, addi-
tional skirts and the like—many of them have disappeared in these days of
inflation and textile shortages—were introduced into the peninsula by
christian missionaries who insisted that the overabundance of clothing
necessary for a colder ¢limate was essential even in a tropical climate in order
to sustain christian propricty so far as women's modesty was concerned.
It must be remembered that the missionaries from American and England
who came to Ceylon in the early ‘art and the middle of the last century
were from puritanic, quaker and methodistcircles—the Catholics and
the.Anglicans were no less prudish—and the impactof their inhibited thinking
was most reflected in the dress of women in Jaffna much more than even
#he men’s (although men's sartorial habits had also been greatly influenced).
There is a new revolution in clothing in Jaffna, and in all parts of the island,
(as also in the world), but that is another matter. We are today concerned
with Sendankulam on the coastal road which girdles a major part of the Jaffna
Eeﬁinsu!a. The palmyrah palms, unfortunately, are fewer than in the picture.

ut, the kind of boutique depicted in the picture is not _different today from
what it was 50 years ago. Many working women—in this case engaged in
the fishing trade—still sport this style of dress, although the number is much
fewer. Christian decorum and Hindu caste inkibitions have driven the
majority of Jaffna women to abandon this graceful and heaithy manner of
covering their bodies, but what is unfortunate is that there has still been
no attempt fo. evolve a costume which while beipg inexpensive was suit-

e. for the climate—and, above all, maintain the cultural traditions of the

_ people-and the ‘area. T

- Phis digréssion .on clothes was prompted by the women in the picture,
,bu’t?'Seid&ku%amu is in the news.today. The point that seems to have
beén missed by many is that Sendankulam was, in the not-so-ancient days
w-l%n sailing boats and catamarans were the sole mode of navigation on
ouf seas, was an important taking-off and landing point for the coastal traffic
with South Indi2. Sendankuldim is less than a mile from'the legendary Sam-
buthurai in Mathagal where Sanghamitta is said to have landed with saplings
(~the sacréd Bo-Tree. Owing t6 the military TAFIl outpost now at
Mathagal, the smugglers and the underworld donot use this stretch of coast
for their nefarlous activities as often as they had once done, but it is dotted
vith groups.of fisher folk with catamarans (with sails) and even mechanised
fishing boats. The coast from Mathagal to Sen dankulam is one of the closest
g;ints- to the Tanjore coast neat Point Calimere or Thoputhurai. There

“a great deal of speculation as-to why the assassiris of Duraiyappdh had
abandéned the stolen car in this area. Was it because they had Eegn seen
tiy.a police patrelin a jeep (though the police had not reactedjt Or was there

any other significance that the;carhad Bieen abandonedt herel Theretare press
raports that a group cf three had hijacked another;car onthis coastal stretch,
b%swas this a blind to keep the police chasing various deed-end leads and
clugs? The Police have a tough job ﬁncaing the assassins. .But it Is essential -
that they must be found and brought to trial —at least'to unearth the under-
ground natwork which made it posstble for .a crime of this nature to _be
committed. Life would. become  mpossible if people went about mur-
dering ‘pegplé they did not like and assassinating politieians.. they
differed from. "Duraiyappah’s politics may have been ‘ controversial, but
murder is not the answer to political differences; it is only a sign of weak-
ness. Many responsible non-political persans in Jeffna feel that Duralyappah °
. has done more for Jaffna'than all the paliticians of the past who were
willing to co-operate withs Sinhala .governments. '



EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK
o SLFP-LSSP

® Customs o Helsinki

THE CRISIS which had seemingly
threatened the United Front last
week now (apparently) stands de-
fused. There was a major build-
up of a mini-confrontation bet-
ween the LSSP on the one hand
and the SLFP on the other regarding
the control and management of
the company-owned estates that
were likely to be taken over soon.
It was whispered in political circ'es
that the LSSP would quit the UF
if the management was not given,
to the Minister of Plantation Indus-
tries whilst it was maintained that
the SLFP was determined that
these estates should be kept within
the strict control, of the SLFP.
There had been even talks about
a Cabinet reshuffle on the basis
of such a confrontation which was
expected to have resulted in a
number  of resignations.

But in Sri Lanka, the land of
political drift, such confrontations
get defused in the most unexpected
manner. It is now known that
the LSSP, very correctly, was in
no mood to precipitate a crisis
through resignations, whilst there
is no doubt that the SLFP would
never take the initiative to compel

a crisis by breaking with its coali- -

tion partners. It would appear
that the LSSP effected a strategic

retreat by not insisting that the -
estates be. handed . over -
P Minister whilst the SLFP

compan
to an LgS

found a way of saving-face for-every-

body by appointing a Mipisterial -
amends -
ments to the Land Reform. Law -

Sub-committee to. draft

which, as it stood, exempted com-.
pany owned estates from the provi-
sions of the Law. =~ Ao
Three " additional  Ministries
were -brought in together with
the Ministry "of Agriculture ‘and
Lands ‘to - examine this matter,.
viz. ‘the Ministry of Planning, the
Ministry ‘of Plantation _ladustries
and_the Ministry+of Foreign ‘and,
interpal Trade. The Ministry of
~Justice. was. assigned «the Huty -of
“.drafting - thet necessary ‘@mending
- legislation on the -basis-of the con-

sehsus agrzed (pon. by the €Com- _

mittee. At least! urtil the  Com-
mittee completes its deliberafions,
the matter has beén shelved. But’
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"it".is . prohlamatie—in -
«the horses may have bolted before

even after that, the crisis will not
owing to the /diffusion which
has now taken place. Of the five
Ministries concerned, four are
SLFP, two of which are reasonably
close to the ideological logic of
the LSSP in some matters. In the
circumstances, it is expected that
some kind of acceptable compro-
mise will emerge that will help
to sustain the wunity within the
United Front. =

The Daily News of August 4
under the heading FOUR MINIS-
TRIES PLAN LAND' REFORM
AMENDMENT..FOR TAKE-OVER
OF ALL COMPANY ESTATES re-
ported as follows:

Legislation for the take-over of
foreign and locally owned com-
pany estates will be incorporated
in an amendment to the Land
Reform Law which is now being pre-
~pared by the Ministry of Justice.
The *Daily News' reliably unders-
tands that ‘the Justice Ministry
is drafting this omendment in
consultation with three other Mints-
tries—Planning and  Economic
Affairs, Plantation Industries - and
Foreign and [nternal Trade. The
Ministry of Foreign and Interpal
Trade is being consulted in regdrd
to agency houses and tea guctions,
When the first Land Reform Law
was introduced in the Naticnal
State Assembly in 1972, the Minister
of Agriculture and Lands, Mr. Hec-
tor Kobbekaduwa, ‘announcéd that
in the second stage under the law,
-company owned  lands “‘would  be
" taken over.” In the _first stage,
-private lands,. which “came - under
the ceiling, were nationalised.
“serles: of confereficés” beétwgen the
" Ministries” concerned hds-been held
inthe wake of emergency regula-
tions fmposed " by..the; Government
“‘last week .to. ensure that -there is
* *no rurining”down of the™estrites.
- Whether. ghis .metfioH ot effect.

“ing ‘the takeaver &f .all campany

estates is <hg Best *way of. doing

nfapy cases-

the stables are taken ovar<(in spite
of the Emergency -Régulations to .
prevent such bolting)=but in the

1

“Contemporary situation’ there does

not seent to be ady bettei. way.

" THE TOKEN STRIKE of ail'Customs |
. afffcers on "August ‘) brings out

into-the open a.confrontation with-
in the Public Service” which has
bzen simfmering for.a “long time
yitder the surface.” The Customs
had "been "a closed service from its
. e e

& -
. 5 [

.in the Customs offices.

-

UF Confrontation

very inception, but within it various

sections had been specially privile:

ged as inner preserves or smaller~
closed units within a closed service.

In 1968, under various pressures

and agitation for reforms, a unified

Customs Service Had emerged, but

it was yet a closed service so far

as the rest of.the  Public Service

was concerned.

There are very good and excek °
lent _reasons why the Customs
should be a closed and priyileged
service like the Inland Revenue,
Police, Army, Excise and the like.
But the Ministry of Finance, a
the UF tock power in 1970, d
not seemed to have agreed
the idea that the Customs sl
be preserved as a closed s
The Customs Officers’ U
there were several for a
had resisted this and had
that it was essential that the
should be maintained as a
service and had cited the exan
of the Inland Revenue Departm
in support of their claim.

However, it must be noted that =
the controversy about the Customs *
Service went _back a long time
before 1970. For the last 14 years,
or so, there his been no separate
recruitment to the Customs, and
the last recruit to the Customs
has at least 14 years service to_his
credit. The Ministry of l?’imm:e’
after 1970, had sought to integ-
rate the Customs Service with
the rest of the Public Service.
Sometime ago, about a year ago,
five. or six officers of the Clerical
Service had 'been posted to duties
ces.  This had
evoked a great many protests from
the Customs officers unions. -

One result of the determination . -
of the Ministry of Finance to break
the *“‘closed service" in' the Cusss
toms was that all ranks and gre
in the Customs have been dr
together into one trade o
unit., The Tide Woaiters’
the Staff Officers’ Union and
Customs’ Trade Unions have
drawn together and in recent ti
they learnt to co-operate
other public service trade um
which are affiliated to the
This was probably defensjve actig
Customs men deny very stoutly
that this was an attempt to exploit
SLFP-LSSP confrontations
the UF.

The Ministry of Finance trans-
ferred a few clerical hands to work
in clerical jobs in the Customs

= ; 2

within=
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. vice, (the juniormost

European Security

as from August |, but this was
regarded as Trojan Horse tactics
by the Customs men before the

~ major question about the Customs

Service being regarded as a closed
sarvice was decided as a matter
of principle. Customs men alleged
that this transfer was done with a
touch of surreptitious quiet that was
uncalled for. In-prptest, there was
a2 24 hour token strike of the entire
Customs service on August l.
It was very nearly 2 hundred per-
cent strike. It was -sffective. It
had no political overtones or
even undertones, but it revovled
entirely about the position of the
Customs Service.

For one thing, those in the Ser-
has 14 years
of service), feared that their seni-
ority and prospects of promotions

. to the higher rungs would be jeo-

pardised if there was 2 sudden
intrusion of others from outside—
usually political favourites. On
the day of the strike there was
yirtual chaos
Service is a specialised one and it

is not easy to break such 2 striké

throwgh untutored blacklegs.

Encouraged by the strike on..
August |, there was a massive ags

because the Customs.

Lanka to discuss, among other
matters, the possibility of Romania
being granted the status of an
observer at the non-aligned sum-
mit. We also had a senior Minis-
ter from the South Korean govern-
ment sounding Sri Lanka's reaction
to South Korea's desire for admis-
sion to the non-aligned summit
and also in regard to its application
for UN membership. Then, we
had a short visit from the President
of Mexico, who is said to be a
candidate for the post Secretary
General of the UN  after
Waldheim’s tenure of office comes
to an end. More recently, we
had a Vice Premier from North
Korea who had come here after
2 visit to New Delhi. He was
also anxious to find out what Lima
would decide about North Korea’s
application to attend the non-
aligned summit. There wPS also
the question of North Korea's
application for UN membership.

The next sessions of the UN will
be interesting and fascinating and

. Sri Lanka is likely to play an im-

portant role in view of the fact
that it will be the host country
for the next non-aligned summit.

* Many interesting and tricky prob-

talk about the Indian Ocean Peace
Zone Plan as adumbrated by 5ri
Lanka. The ASEAN countries want
a neutralised zone in Southeast
Asia. The US, China, Japan and now
Vietnam claim rights to safeguard
peace in the Pacific Ocean just
as Australia and New Zealand will
do the same in regard to the sou-
thern parts of the Ocean. And
Indonesia has claims on both the
Indian and Pacific Oceans whilst
India, the sixth nuclear power
in the world, would like to have 2
major say in the affairs of the Indian
Ocean region.

All these problems have begun
to surface in a big way whilst
detente, as developed primarily
between the USA and the USSR,
has begun to proliferate. One of
the highwater marks of the policy
of detente was the conference at
Helsinki which was concluded a

few days ago.

An AFP despatch from Helsinki
on August | summed up the Con-
ference thus:

The leaders of 35 European and

North American nations  to-day

signed a historic document con-

cretising “‘detente’” with a pledge
to promote better relations among

tempt to smuggle consumer goods : :
on the next day, but on August 9 lems are likely to come up at the them and making the post-World
the Customs Officers were all Sessions. Forty Islamic countries War Il borders inviclable. Herald-

: want lsrael expelled from the UN ing a new era of efforts to preserve

again on duty and they had, ac-
cording to Observer, caught a large
number of smugglers and had re-
covered a large amount in fines
and in confiscated goods. - It will
be It will be interesting how this

if she does not accept and imple-
mient  the resolutions passed by
the . UN. The OAU has given
conditignal suppert to this resolu-
tiond The OAS, with US support

peace on a continent torn by a
millenium of war and turmoil,
the leaders at the European Secu-
rity Conference agreed in the
30,000-word final act to ‘“‘respect

tussle develops in the context has refiaved the embargo ~on each other's right freely to choose
of current events. There is no Cyba.  The last two remaining and develop its political social,
mgripers: .of SEATO—Thailand and .+ economic and cultural systems as

doubt that there is everything to
be said for the Customs Service
to be a closed service like the

the . Philippines—want _this - setup.” -
to- be sdisbanded, and the US sees-

well as its right to determine its

- ~laws dnd regulation.”

no reason,, why .it should ' not be -
done. . .The  GENTO has been rer
ernment Service. - "wiyed and -activated ‘with dran as
N RECENT WEEKS, there have . ih¢ %2“-‘*! factary S e i et
& been 2 number of significant visi- S Iff’“l‘;t e.'-& m:ig, o ulf . ah
" tors to Sri Lanka who have come# janian Jlake and at the, Same i
: £ be ~ responsible for » ‘maiftianing
here In connection with the noh# . e h Srel i
aligned summit dué’ next year .- P& £p i Ahe Northern _part of the -
‘August and also in regard to the: indias Qceany (Wh'l“-ksw"h Africa
forthcoming UN Sessions. " The Iaghyw_ﬁhg_ fare’ ‘i e hthe
Foreign Ministers’ Conference of Yespg ;{ I\;YI 3_’.,'- .tc‘;‘ sout _il‘;‘l'n'-
non-aligned nations, which will take - E“S Can T'&gé"-_.-'; idn Ocean).. . The
lace in Lima on August 25, will  Zpa orgr as’ pow given the

: o the "Ferd Admipistration
bk o th sgend for che et o e Aol s
important decisions which will have - ?".. .-.D'esil_: ?”‘La:j."g'n])’ ton "hthe
a bearing on the coming sessions B-c’tof‘m s f'the o “55911151 ave .
of the UN Geperal Assembly. een - iven “rights by Somalia to &
build special, military - failities.
We had a topflight Minister
from Romania on :a visit to Sri

Police, the Inland Revenue and

other specialised branches of Gov- Concluding the super summit—the

biggest conference since the Con-
.gress of Vienna 160 years ago
. «the leaders signed the leather-
_ bound document at the Finlandia
Hall dccording to .théir alphabetic
turn. The document has broadly
“two Sets of tenets—ohe governing
the .conduct . of - the ‘countries in
their dealings wjth other nations
-and the other with their relations
svish,. their ~own citizens.
The, signatories * reaffirmjng’ their
- “objeetive of promoting .better re-
Jutions among themselves -and en-
suring .€onditiops’ in which their
peaple; can Jive in-true and losting
* peace.”’ * guaranteed the _inviola-
“bility of "their frontiers and “right
. of peoples to equality and self.

(heavily disguised, it is ~alleged)
at Berbers. There is continuing
<4 - d 'l | R

.
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determination." The agreement
“says that while expanding co-
operation among themseives, the

35 nations will take into account
“the interests of developing coun-
tries throughout the world.”

The clauses referring to better
human contacts between citizens
provide for family reunification on a
continent riven for decades by
political barriers.  They also deal
with marriages between nationals
of different States, the right to
travel, the access to information,
improved working conditions for
journalists, and increased cultural
and educational contacts. In an
effort to relax military tension,
the signatories agreed to notify
all the other States of major military
manceuvres deploying more than
25,000 troops.

After the 35 heads of State and
Government had signed the docu-
ment, which is drawn up in six
languages, the Finnish President,
Mr. Urho Kekkonen said: *The
conference is ended, but the multi.
lateral' co-operation among  the
States represented will continue.’r
Helsinki, with all the negging
doubts that have been expressed,
ushers in a new era in Europe and
the world. Many countries totally
opposed to each other have sat
round a table and agreed on cer-
tain fundamentals which will make
peace possible.
One question which will arise
In Sri Lanka, and all other Asian

Countries, is whether or not such
a scheme of collective security and
agreement cannot be devised for
this continent as it has been for
Europe. At one time it was thou-
ght an impossibllity that such a
Conference or an Agreement, how-
ever slender, would be possible
in Europe. It was an axiom that if
the Soviet Union and Brezhnev
put forward plan it was not likely
to find acceptance with a large
number of countries which had no
use for communism. But Helsinki
has shown that a beginning could
successfully be made even on pro-
posals which had emanared from
a country which was one of the
targets of the cold war and which
had fought the cold with vigour
and acrimony.

The Soviet Union has suggested
a Collective Security Scheme for
Asia not dissimilar from what has
been achieved at Helsinki. This
has so far not evoked a favourable
response from any country although
no country, except ‘China, has
denounced it as dangerous. There
is no doubt that there is universal
desire among all Asian states for
peace .and peaceful co-operation.
The UN Charter accords full re-
cognition and encouragement to
regional or continental schemes of
collective security, Asia contains
one third of the world’s popula-
tion and unless there is peace and
stability on the continent there
will be little progress in the world
as such. ?

' different

Collective Security For Asia

Helsinki has shown that the
principles on which a collective
security scheme can be based will
revolve around questions like equa-
lity, refusal to use military force
to settle disputes, territorial -in-
tegrity of all states within present
boundaries, peaceful settlement of
all conflicts, non-interference in
the affairs of other. countries, (and
this means réspect for the poli-
tical and economic fundzmentals of
countries with different
social systems), respect for human
rights and basic freedoms, includ-
ing the freedom of religious be-
lief, the right of pecples to choose
their own way of social develop-
ment, and the most suitable form
of governmcnt,
operation to promote peace and
maintain economic, political and
other ties without interference and
on the basis of equality and the
need to maintain international
obligations.

It is felt that the creation of
limited regional security zomes in
JAsia, e.g. neutralisation plan for
Southeast Asia, the Indian Ocean
Peace Plan, are not likely, by them-
selves, to resolve the tensions that

.gxist on the continent as a whole.

The question of an All-Asia secu-
rity plan is likely to come into a
sharp focus in the immediate future.
‘It will not be casy to repeat in Asia
what has been achieved in Helsinki,
but there is doubt that the Soviet
Union will make a major efforc
in this direction.

inter-state co- -

CHRONICLE

July 25 — July 31

A DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA® AND.THE WORLD

COMPILED FROM DAILY NEWSPAPERS .
PUBLISHED IN COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News;
Mirror; CO—Ceylon Observer; ST—Sunday Times;
TOC—Times of Ceylon; DM—Dinamina; LD—Lankadipa;
JD—lanadinay VK—Virakesari; ATH-—Aththa;. SM—Silu-
mina; SLD--Sri Lankadipa; fS—lanasathiya.

FRIDAY, JULY 25: The President of Mexico, Dr.
Luis Echeverria Alvarez, ‘along with his. wife and state
officials arrived yesterday at the Bandarapaike Inger-
national airpoit on an eighteen-hours state visit to Sri
Lanka: the President and the Prime Minister along
with other political leaders and ViPs werg at the airport
to receive the Mexican President and his entourage:
at a press conference held at the Ministry
the visiting President said that it is important for Third
World countries to unite and establish close ties of-
economtic co-operation: in a joint communique issued

TRIBUNE, August 9,. 1975

CDM—Ceylon _Daily-

of Defence -

by Sri Lanka’s Prime Mipister and the Mexican President

both leaders welcomed the opportunity to continue
the dialogue initiated in Mexico during the visit of Sri
Lanka's Primie Minister in June this year and expressed
satisfaction at ihe increased ties between the tWO coun-

- tries in the fields of trade, culture, science and techno-

fogy—CDN ‘& CDM. Two tile factories in the private
sector were vested in the Ceylon Ceramics Corporation
under the. Business Acquisition Act—CDN. Dr. N. M.
Perera, Minister of Finance, speaking at a meeting at the
Maradana Technical College said by next year Sri Lanka
will be in a Position to use her own oil produced at
Pesalai—CDN." " Nearly 70 British based tea companies
are-anxiously waiting for the next move of the Goverp-
ment .on ‘hationalisation of tea estates—CDM. The
Canadian Government yesterday donated 100,000
dollars to the Prime Minister’s special food production
fund; the Cafiadian High Commissioner presented the
cheque fo il cum to the Deputy Minister of Planning
and "Econom '« :irr—CDN, early 9,000 teachers
trainees will "stage a one-day token strike today in

. protest against a pay cut to certain catagories of trained

téachers—VK. ' Prominent Tamils from all over the

“island have launched a strong protest to the Tamil

Union Cricket Club, one of the leading and oldest .

4




Chronicle

sports clubs in the country, against a move by the club
to’' change its name to Oval Cricket Club:a proposal
to change the Club's name is expected to be moved
at the Club’s 76th annual general meeting on the 3lst
of this month—VK. The JCTUO had requested the
Gavernment to expedite the nationalisation of foreign
owned estates in view of the sabotage at these estates
to properties since the Government indicated its
decision to take over these estates—|D. The B.B.C
announced last pight that it was ending its news opera-
tion in India and withdrawing the New Delhi corres-
pondent because it found censorship by Mrs. Indira
Gandhi’s Government was preventing correspondents
from giving a fair and authentic picture of events in
India. Israel Prime Minister, Yitzhak Rabin, said yes-
terday that his country is ready for a further
interim agreement with Egypt only if the Eryptians
accept the accord as an advance towardsa true peace
" in the Middle East: meanwhile, Egypt yesterday agreed
. to extend the mandate ef the UN emergency force in
., Sinai for three months and lIsrael quickly greeted the
decision.
SATURDAY, JULY 26: The JCTUO met yesterday
and resolved to request the Minister of Plantation
Industries to take over all company-owned estates by
emergency regulations: the resolution was transmitted
to the Minister immediately after the meeting—CDN.
President Luis Echeverria of Mexico and his entourage
left for Tanzania yesterday after an I8 hour stay in the
country—CDN. The Government” Clerical Service
Union, the largest public sector union controlled by
the LSSP, decided to effect a resolution at the 55th
annual general meeting of the union to be held on
August 8 for the control of mass®media of communi-
cation which is detrimental to the interests of the
country and its march towards socialism—CDN, Edu-
cational and health authorities along with the Police
will launch a joint island-wide anti-narcotic campaign
next month to inform the people of the danger of ganja,
opium and other addiction forming drugs—CDM. A
spokesman for the Tamil Union Cricket Club told the
Virakesari that the reason for the proposed change
of name of the club was to induce non-Tamils to seek
membership and thereby to increase the number of
members: the present constitution of the club provides
membership only for Tamils and this has caused financial

loss to the club: the spokesman further sajd that if -

another 500 Tamils are prepared to seek membership
in the club
the club will consider to function undér the same name.
The London Times in an editorial said shat Sri Lanka
has taken steps to become the first countri:to achieve
socialism through parliamentary system—LD. The
Ministry of lJustice requested all magistrates, District
Judges and Supreme Court Judges to send.peports.on
the progress made in conducting court. procedures
in Sinhala and Tamil languages—DM. SriLtahka has
signed an agreement with the Soviet Union for deep
sea exploration of oil in the Northern provinge and
the work on this project is expected fe' commepce
in the mid part of next month—[D. .The Indian
Parliament approved a Government Bill taking away
the right of people to challenge in courts of law the
Presidential proclamation of the State of Emergency:
the Government yesterday served a deportation order

on the correspondent covering Asia for the Christian

Science Monitor, ordering him to leave the country

within 24 hours: the Australian Broadcastimz Com-.
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MONDAY JULY 28: Mr. Alfred Duraiyappah, Mayor

mission has agreed to observe the tough censorship
of rule in India and they did not want to pull out-of
India when they have so many important developments
in India. The three Apollo astronauts who made his-
tory by linking up with two orbiting Russians yesterday
came home with a pin-point splash down in the Pacific

SUNDAY, JULY 127: The Prime Minister speaking
to the press on the progress of the District Develop-
ment Councils said that the program based on the
ideals and objectives of the late Prime Minister, Mr.
S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike, would result in a far reaching
change in the development process of the country:
she also said the 1,700 projects under the DDC pro-
gram were intended to bring about change in pecple’s
thinking and attitudes: speaking on nationalisation the
Prime Minister sald it has normally resulted only in
satisfaction through state ownership and bureaucratic
control where as it should bring sccial ownershi
with participation of worker members—C0O. Mr. L, H,
Sumanadasa, Vice Chancellor of the University, said
that there had been considerable improvement in disci-
pline on campuses after attention was focussed on uni-
versity ragging and the recommendations of the ragging
commission were implemented—CO. A Canadian aid
warth over a million rupee for the setting up of a tea-
ching hospital in the Peradeniya Campus of University
is lying idle for the last |0 years—CO. The Chairman
of the Ceylon Planters’ Society in his address to the
39th annual general meeting of the society said that
the implementation of the Land Reform Law has in
instances brought in its wakes a lowering of stan-
dards and a deterioration of agricultural properties
which constitute the country’s national wealth: he
further said the main reason for this was because people
with agricultural experience had been replaced with
raw hands—ST. The Government had raised the ceiling
on gifts from abroad to Rs. 750 with immediate effect
without the production of import control licence—ST.
Several pro-Government trade union leaders urged
the Government to expedite the nationalisation of
estates in the wake of reactionary forces’ attempts to
stall the proposal—fS. The Compensation payable to
estates nationalised will be in rupees—VK. The three
Apollo astronauts who linked up with SovietCosmonauts
in space were taken to hopsital suffering from breathing
problems after inhaling a brownish yellow gas during
their re-entty into the atmosphere on Friday: official
said they have not yet identified the gas.

of Jaffna and President of the SLFP branch in Jaffna,
was shot dead yesterday by three masked gun men at
Punnalai, in ¢he Vaddukcottai electorate when he was
about to enter a temple: ah MMC of Jaffna who was
with the Mayor wasinjured by the shooting and s
warded in the hospital: after shooting the assailants
forced the. driver of the Mayor's car out and got away:
later the car was found abandoned in a lonely spot at a
place called Séndankulam: the Police have. cordoned
off the peninsula after the incident and are checking ali
the vehicles coming oit of the peninsula: on the orders
of the Prime Minister, Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike, a
special crack téam of Police investigators headed by
the DIG Northern Range flew to Jafina yesterday to
condict on the spot investigatiohs: Police believe the
shooting: was planned—CDN & CDM. The President
of the Colombo Campus of the University speaking
at a prize giving yesterday said that a majority of
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university students are opposed to violence and thug-
gery and it was only a small percentage that had given
the University a bad name—CDN. Mr. Rukman Sena-
nayake, MP for Dedigama, in a statement to the Daily
News denied that he worked for Mr, J. R. P. Suriyap-
peruma at the recent Colombo South by-eiection: he
further said that hiz aim was to safeguard the principle
of late Mr. Dudlsy Senanayake znd if he fails to do this
within the UNP he would rathzr end his political career
than to join any ther political party—CDN. Mr. J. R
Jayewardene, President of the UNP and MP for Colombo
South at a meeting in Wadduwa said that the UNP
belongs to the poor masses and it was the poor masses
who elected him to the Colombo South seat—CDM.
The Socialist Workers' Congress in a press relesase
issued yesterday said that estates rup by the Lland
Reform Commission had become Employment Bureau
rather than national projects: the Congress further
said thatin these estates staffs had bzen replaced and
trade union rights provided by law and bcen denied
to the workers—CDM. The Aththa editorially said that
in the wake of cries for naticnalisation of estates it
was heartening tonote that the State Plarsations Cor-
poration had dene well in maintaining and had shown
good progress on the estates which 2re already manzged
by the Corporation: the paper quoted the speech made
by the Chairman of the Corporation, Mr. Clifford
Ratwatte, at the Planter’s Association meeting. Radio
Pcking voiced strong criticism of the Apolle-Soyuz
space mission: the Radio said the mission designed for
detente had produced nothing new to serve the pur-
pose. US President Ford and West German Chan-
cellor Helmet Schmidt met in Bonn for talks expected
to concentrate on economic problems and East-West
relations. The USSR warned the US that active
involvement in the political affairs of Portugal would
violate the spirit of east-west detente,

TUESDAY, JULY 29: The Special CID team flown
from Colombo on the orders of the Prime Minister
and the Jaffna Police, investigating the killing of Mr.
Alfred Duraiappah, Mayor of lafina and the SLFP Pre-

sident of the Jaffna branch, are looking for four men,
two whom are identified by the Police: the body of:
the Mayor will lie-in-state: at'the SLFP branch offce ini=
St i ot th Jaon Tor Hall beiors being S L001%, ViL Gomne % St T, 208 P
yesterday and black flags were flown in .maj-z'y‘buildin’%a'".—_'.'

Mr.

CDN. The Aththa commenting on the “death. af M

Duraiappah - sald that-this was the: first -{soﬁ;é'cﬂ assa-

ssination since the assassifationt.of fate Mri8. W, R D.

Bandaranaike: the .paper ' further said thai whoever

the assassins were-it was clear thet' tiiey were moulded

by the communal policy &f the Fedeial Party's Tamil

United Front. "The Bribery - Commissionér’s : Départ-

ment had commenced investiga'ions, inte allegations
of large sums given as ‘bribes to’ certdin|politidians to-

topple the Sirima Bandaranaike Gowerpment in ‘Detem-
ber 1964—ATH. A Naticnal -Development Bankj ‘one

of the proposals by the Finance Minister in-his Budget.’

will be established scop—fD. The Minigter of 'Educa-
- tion decidad €o stop trzining of teachers: temporarily
for the next two years: this decision hds: been taken
in view of the shortage of teachers that wili.be experi:

enced if teachers are sent to the Training College—VK.:
The World: Bank convinced by the Prime Minister's,

Foad Production Carmpdign had decided:'ta double ‘jts
grant next {ear on easy terms and.without FEECs: the
World Bank has given aid to.the tane of Rs. 440 millian

18
[
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to the Sri Lanka Government since 1970--LD. Tenants
in Government flats owe the Department of Natlonal®
Housing nearly Rs. & million by way of arrears of monthly

rentals—CDN. Chances of an early interim Middle . :

East peace agreement appeared more: 'undertain-in
Cairo following President Anwar Sadat'szgnnouncemént
that his armed forces were fully mobilised ‘'on a 24-hours
alert. In an interview to the BBC Ugandan President
Idi Amin said that he is fifty years ahead cf his time.

WEDMNESDAY, JULY 30: Police ipvestigating the
killing of the Jaffna Mayor, Mr. Alfred Duraiappah,
detained 25 Tamil youths recently ' released from
Remand Prison for alleged anti-Government activities:
three of them were arrested in Trincomalee and the
rest in laffna: several Ministers, MPs and Mr. Anura
Bandaranaike, Chief Organiser of the SLFP Youth
Leagues are expected to go to Jaffna for the funeral
of the laffna Mayor: the wife of the Mayor, Dr. Mrs.
Parames Duraiappah is expected today from Brunei
to patric'pate in the fuperal and the Air Force on the
orgers of the Prime Minister has provided a special

plane at the Katunayake Airport to fly her to laffpa— =

VK. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva, Minister cf Plantation
Industries, speaking at a meeting in Ruwanwella said
that joining the Agency Houses to administer the
estates to be nationalised is not socialism: he asked what
purpose it would serve if one tries to join these organi-
sations which they had been struggling for the last 40
years to destroy—¥YK. The Government approved
the setting up of a State Audit Bureau and referred
the draft bill to'a Committee of secretaries headed
by the Secretary to the Ministry of Finance: once the
Burcau is set'up'its main work will be to attend to
all audit works in state coroprations. major part of
which is now done by private auditors owing to lack
of staff in the Auditor General's Department—CDN.
The Bribery Commissioner’s Department had referred
138 cases of ‘alleged bribery detected by its officers
to the Attorpey General for prosecutions: all these
cases -were  detected during this year—CDM. The
' Opposition Parliamentary Group meets on August 5
“torelect a leader—DM. The fanadina editorial referred
~to_a speech made by the outgoing High Commissioner
.&f "thdia, * Mr. Coehlo, at a dinner and said that his

“couptries .and requested both the Indian and the S5ri
{Lanka Geyernments to take notice of this speech. Mr.
“Hector ‘Kobbekaduwa, Minister of Agriculture and
_Lands, will soon present to the Parliament the bill
‘for_the nationalisation cf all foreign and locally. owned
. copipany.” estates—ATH. The Ministry of Health is
* investigating imto matters where blood donated by

. people and resefved in the Blobd Banks of the various

hospitals in tha isiand are smuggled out to India—LD.

‘Generzl Yakubu Gowon of Nigeria received news that
. he had bepn ousted from power in Nigeria: soon after

the. news reached General Yakubu left the conference

after briefly speaking to Ugandan President General

2ldi Amin-who s also the new President of the O.A.U.
 Turkey' brought its take of U.S. bases near to comple-
“tion yesterday.

THURSDAY, JULY 5i: The Prime Minister, six
- Ministers and 25 MPs from the Southern Province are
- due 'té atzend the funeral ccda{‘ in Jaffna of late Mr. -

Dufaiappah: meanwhile Police investigating the

6

_The- summit meeting of the Organisaticn of African
. Unity  (OAU) adiourned its session in Kampala after , =
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killing is posed with the question whether this killing
* was done by the diseased rival political groups or by
epemies in his own political camp: the Tamil United
+ Front headquarters in laffnais now being guarded by
armed Police and the house of the leader of the Tamil
Eelam Liberation Organisation, Mr. Pushparasa, was
searched by 'the Police for any pessible clues to the
Xkilling: Polico=arrested a youth of 21 years at Palai
yesterday and at the: time of the arrest youth is said
to have had a fullyioaded 6-chamber revelver, a bottle
of poison, a bottle’cf acid, 2 poisened needle and 2 sheet
of gold—VK. A United Front summit will be held
soon to decide which Minisitry should handle the
administration of estatés after nationalisation—VK.
On the recommendations of the Minister of Plantation
Industries, Dr. Colvin R. de Silva, the gove nment
will soon frame legislation for the proper maintenace
of estates till the bill proposing nationalisation is sub-
mitted in the Parliament by the Minister of Lands, Mr.
‘Hector Kobbekaduwa—LD. Following 2 top level
inquiry held by the Shipping Ministry, the skipper of
the ship, Lanka Kalyani, was removed from his post
and IB cadets on the ship were interdicted with imme-
diate effect; this follows an incident on board rhe ship
at a far eastern port where during a get-to-gether the
cadets in the presence of the skipper and other foreign
officials were alleged to have sung a scurrilous parody

of a popular Sinhala hit tune—CDN. The number of
persons allowed to be served at a function has been
increased to 250 from !50—CDN. Beginning tomorrow
the Ministry cf Induseries and Scientiflc Affairs  will
subject all registered industries in the island to a physical
survey—CDN. Mr. Michael Siriwardene, Minister of
Labour, has recommended tc the Government to make
permanent all regulations passed under emergency
Iz ws for the benefit of the working class: the Minister
in his recommendation has stated that it has now come
to a position that these regulations have become a
necessity—DM. According to the Secretary of the
UNP the MP for Dedigama, Mr. Rukman Senanayake,
has been writtten to explain his failure to support
Mr. J. R. Jayewardene at the recently concluded
Colombo Scuth by-elections—DM. At the sittings
of the CJC (Exchange Frauds) yesterday State Council
read out several letters written by Sir Oliver Goone-
tileke, a former Governor General of Ceylon, to his
daughter: in this case six persons including Sir Oliver
are charged for exchange control violations—CDM
Following the ousting of the Nigerian President General
Yalkubu the Nigerian seat at the O.AU. Conference
in Kampala was vacant. The Indian rulirg Congress
Party yesterday voted approvalcf a bill removing any
right to perscnal liberty for Indians and foreigners
under the mainteinence of Internal Security Act.

AGRICULTURE

" types of cropsall over the werld.

Drip Irrigation
Catches Up

WHEN DRIP IRRIGATION was
announced as a2 new technique to
conserve water, adopted by Israeli
scientists some Yyears ago, there
were hopes that this method would
be followed by many a country
where water is a scarce commo-
dity, though the method was costly
and perhaps beyond the reach of
many farmers, particularly in the
developing countries. The reports
about the Second International
Drip Irrigation Congress show that
notwithstanding the cost factor 37
State and nine countries were
utilising the DI technique.

grown by them with-.the trickle
irrigation.  These included field
crops, flowers, grapes, sugarcane,
vegetables, bananas, avacados, cit-
rus, coffee, mangoes, melons, nut
trees, olives, orpamental plants,
papaya, sugarcane, deciduous fruits
and highway cover crops. ;

According to a Hawaiian irrigé-‘-

tion engineer participating i~ the
congress. Mr. C. M. Vaziri, the
savings in water and the increased
productivity of these systems have
promoted their adagtation to all

v

stand. to berefl

More
" interesting is the varidty-of crops

~ A survey made by Don Gustafson,
- University of California farm ad-
- visor, San Diego County,
. -that more than 28,000 hectares are
.irrigated by this new system in

showed

his area. The coverage is likely to
be doubled in the next five years.
It s also estimated by him that
worldwide, more than 56,000 hec-
tares are under DI. Apart from
areds. with.. scarce water  supply,
with poor-quality of water, tracts
with- poot. soil apd- steep terrain -

t-from Dl -

A domparison ‘wis .ineds' of DI -
with other systems: ef irrigation by

D. K. Rodney, a scientist from Lhni-"
versity ‘of ‘Arizona;, Takinga-'v_uii".:;;‘_

Stephen L. Rawlins, consisted in
bypassing the p-chicms of long
tubes, large nui:ber of emitters

required for row crops and plug-
ging of the small orifices that con-
trol water flow. In his “‘travel-
ling drip irrigaticn system” water
few large orifices moved along the
application is controlled with a
row instead of the large number
of fixed location orifices. He has
also devised a method of back-
flushing to dislodge particles clog-
ging -the orifices.

"4 o Jsvasli scientists reported excel-

. i,

" leat results with Dl in orchards,
eruck crops and- flowers. The need
“for ‘developing studies on hydrau-

|l conductivity and menitoring
—goil “salinity -was decmed {impera-

ySung citrus, tree, as 3‘]D$;I-“:"ﬁcé-‘ ‘tive.[in further .use of “Dl "accord-

He explained. that .the # %nd

tiickle “methods applied the sime.” “(iin iathyl -bromide was possible

‘amount-of water to meet its nesds,

bt the limited .coverage spriniler.

used six times-as- much andithe
border methed 20, times ‘as- mich. .

It was however conteded that the . .

diﬁ'erepcéé' would tend” to. even

. olt.as thé tree -root syStgms, ex-’
panded. - In: the” course of a year;

DI tegk ¢nly four cm per lectdre.

_as g\o'mpaijed to 97 em per. hectare
with bordef ‘irrigation. . But 'the

tree growth -wis 39 per cent more
in the.case of DI -+ 00 :

An [iniproyemient™in the techni- *

que, mage by a US. Department

of Agrjtu_igl':l'__;'e"sp_il“scienti'st-, Dr.._ =

ipg to tfiem.: Disinfection of soils

with* Dl='and the treated areas
-yieldedithrice as. nuth’ as the un-
treated-plots. 5
~ Anocther interesting ,aspect
rought to light was the scope for
using Ol to - reclaim saline soils.
Leon Nijenzahn, 2 professor of soil
_science. from _Argentina explained
how by ‘dripleaching’ 4t the rate
of 1.8 litres per kour, 12 hours a
.cay+for 14 days supplementing 12.2
cm rainfall, soil-"safinity was re-
duced, to 2.5 times as much as by
flood-leaching, ; e
R & —Hindit
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U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS

The Antagonisms of

The Cold War Are
Outdated . . . ..

By Henry A. Kissinger

SINCE THE DAWN of the nuclear’

age the world’s fears of holocaust
and its hopes for peace have turned
on the relationship between the
United States and the Soviet Union.
Throughout history men have
sought peace but suffered war:
all too often deliberate decisions
or miscalculations have brought
violence and destruction to a world
yearning for tranquillity. Tragic
as the consequences of viclence
may have been in the past, the
issue of peace and war takes on
unprecedented urgency when, for
the first time in history, two nations
have the capacity to destroy man-
kind. In the nuclear age, as Pre-
sident Dwight D. Eisenhower poin-
ted out two decades ago, “there
is no longer any alternative to
peace.” =

The destructiveness of modern
weapons defines the necessity of
the task: deep differences in philo-
sophy and interests between the
United States and the Soviet Union
point up its difficulty. These diffe-
rences do not spring from mis-
understanding or personalities or
transitory factors: (I) They are
rooted in history and in the way
the two countries have developed;
(2) They are nourished by conflict-
ing values and opposing ideo-
logies; (3) They are expressed: in
diverging national interests that
produce political and military coms
petition: (4) They arg influenced
by allies and friends whose asso-
ciation we value and whose interests
we will not sacrifice. :

Paradox confuses our percepticn
of the problem of peaceful co-
existence: If peace is pursued to
the exclusion of any other goal,

other values will be compromised

and perhaps lost; but if uncons-
trained rivalry ‘leads to nuclear
conflict, these values, along with
everything else. will be destroyed
in the resulting holocaust.
However competitive they
may be at some levels of their
relationship, both- major nuc-
lear powers must' base their
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policies on the premises that
neither can expect to impose
its will on the other without
running an intolerable risk.
The challenge of our time
is to reconcile the reality
of competition with the im-
perative of coexistence.

There can be no peaceful
international order without
a constructive relationship
between the United States
and the Soviet Union. There
will be no international sta-
bility unless both the Soviet
Union and the United States
conduct themselves with res-
traint and unless they use
their enormous power for the
benefit of mankind.

Thus we must be clear at the
outsec on what the term “‘detente”
entails. It is the search for a more
constructive relationship with the
Soviet Union reflecting the reali-
ties | have outlined. It is a con-
tinuing process, not a final condi-
tiop, that has been or can be rea-
lized at any one specific point in

time. And it has been pursued
by successive American leaders,
though the means have varied,

as have world conditions.

Some fundamentals principles
guide this policy:

The United States does not base
its pelcy solely on Moscow’s good
intentions. We seek, regardiess
of Soviet intentions, to serve peace
through a systematic resistance to
pressure.and conciliatory responses
to moderate behavior.

We "musf oppose aggressive ac-
tions, but we-must not seek con-
frontations lightly. i

We must .maintain a Strong
naticnal defense while recognizing
that in the nuclear age the rela-
tionship betweep military strength
and politically usable power is the
moést complex in all history.

Where _the sdge-old antagonism
between freedom and tyranny is
concerned, we are pot neutral.
But other imperatives impese limits
on our ability to produce internal
changes in foreign countries. Cons-
ciousness of our limits is a recogni-
tion of the necessity of peace—not
moral callousness. The preservation
of human life and.human society
is a moral value, too. '

We must’' be mature enough
to recognize that to be stable a
relationship must provide advan-
tages to both sides. and that the

Detente

most  constructive  international
relationships are those in which
both parties perceive an element
of gain. e
Americans’ - aspiration for the
kind of political environment we
now call detente it not new.

The effort to achieve a more
constructive- relationship with
the Soviet Union is not made
in the name of any adminis-
tration or one party or any '
one period of time. It expresses
the continuing’ desire of the
vast majority of the American
people for an easing of inter«
national tension and their ex-
pectation that any responsible
government will strive for
peace. No aspect of our poli-
cies, domestic or foreign, en-
joys more consistent bipar-
tisan support. No aspect -
is more in the interest of
mankind.

IN THE POSTWAR PERIOD,
repeated efforts were made to
improve our relationship with Mos-
cow. The spirits of Geneva, Camp
David and Glassboro were evan-
escent moments in a quarter cen-
tury otherwise marked by tensions
and by sporadic confrontation.
What is new in the current period
of relaxation of tensions is its dura-
tion, the scope of the relationship
which has evolved and the conti-
nuity and intensity of consultation
which it has produced.

Our approach proceeds from the
conviction that in moving forward
across a wide spectrum of nego-
tiations, progress in one area adds
momentum to progress in other
areas. If we succeed, then no
agreement stands alone as an iso-
lated accomplishment vulnerable to
the next crisis. We have looked
for progress in a series of agree-
ments settling specific political is-
sues and we. have sought to relate
these to a new standard of inter-
national conduct appropriate to
the dangers of the nuclear age. By
acquiring a stake in this network
of relationships with the West,
the Soviet Unien may become
more conscious of what it would
lose by a return to confrontation.
Indeed, It is cur hope that It will
develop a self-interest in fostering
the entire process of relaxation
of tensions.

In the late 1940s, the United States
engaged in a great debate about
the role it would play in the postwar

8,
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world. We forged a bipartisan con-
sensus on which our policies were
built for more than two decades.
By the end of the 1960s, the inter-
national environment which molded
that consensus had been transformed.
What in the ‘50s had seemed a solid
bloc of adversaries had fragmented
into competing centers of power and
doctrine; old allies had gained new
strength and self-assurance; scores
of new nations had emerged and
formed blocs of their own; and all
nations were being swept up in a
technology that was compressing the
planet and deepening our mutual
- dependence.

. Then, as now, it was clear that
. the international structure formed
. in the immediate postwar period
~ was in fundamental flux and that a
new international system was emer-
ging. America’s historic oppor-
tunity was to help shape a new set
of international relationships—more
pluralistic, less dominated by mili-
tary power, less
confrontation, more open to genu-
ine co-operation among the free
and diverse elements of the globe.
This new, more positive inter-
national environment is possible
only if all the major powers—and
especially the world's strongest
nuclear powers—anchor their poli-
cles in the principles of moder-
ation and restra‘nt. They no longer
have the power to dominate; they
do have the capacity to thwart,
They cannot build the new inter-
national structure alone; they can
make its realization impossible by
their rivalry.

DETEMTE is all the more impor-
tant because of what the creation
of a new set of international rela-
tions demands of us with respect
to other countries and areas. Pre-
gident Gerald Ford has assigned
the highest priority to maintain-
ing the vitality of our partnerships
. in Europe, Asia and Latin America.
' Our securit\{ ties with our allies
. are essential but we also believe
' that recognition of the interde-
" pendence of the contemporary
" world requires co-operation in
many other fields.

ONE IMPORTANT AREA for in:
vigorated co-operative action s
economic policy. The international
economic system has been severely
tested. The Middle East war de-
monstrated dramatically the integ-
ral relatlonship between economics
and politics.  Clearly, whatever
the state of our relations with the
U.5.5.R., the international econo-

e
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susceptible to.

mic agenda must be addres-
sed. But the task would be in-
finitely more complex if we pro-
ceeded in a cold war enviropment.

International  economic  prob-
lems cut across political dividing
lines. All nations, regardless of
ideology, face the problems of
energy and economic growth,
feeding burgeoning populations,
regulating the use of the oceans
and preserving the environment.

At a minimum, easing inter-
national tensions allows the West
to devote more intellectual and
material resources to these prob-
lems. As security concerns recede,
humane concerns come again to
the fore. International organiza-
tions take on greater significance
and responsiblity, less obstructed
by cold war antagonisms. <The
climate of lessened tensions even
opens prospects for broader colla-
boration between East and West.
It is significant that some of these
global issues—such as energy, co-
operation in science and health,
and the protection of the environ-
ment—have already reached the
U.S.-Soviet agenda,

In the present period, mank'nd
may be menaced as much by inter-
national economic and  political
chaos as by the danger of war.
Avoiding either hazard demands
a co-operative world structure for
which improved East-West rela-
tions are essential.

Co-operative relations, in our
view, must be more than a series
of isolated agreements. They must
reflect an acceptance’ of mutual
obligations_and. of the need for
accommodation and restraint. -

To set forth. principles of beha-
viour in formal documents is hardly

.to guarantee their observance. But

they are reference points against
which to judge actions and set goals,

THE FIRST -OF THE SERIES .OF
DOCUMENTS is the Statement
of Principles signed in

sity of avoiding confrontation;
(2) the imperative of mutual res-
traint; (3) the rejection of attempts
to exploit tensions to gain unila-
teral advantages; (4) the ‘renun-
ciation of claim of special influence
in the world; and (5) the willing-
ness, on this new basis, to coexist
peacefully and build a firm long-
term relationship.

An Agreement for the. Preven-
tion of Nuclear War

*in itself.
goal is the elaboration of a political

Maoscow -
in 1972. It affirms: (1) the neces--

. technolcgy.

based on

these principles was signed in 1973.
It affirms that the objective of
the policies of the United States.
and the U.S.S.R. is to remove the
danger of nuclear conflict and
the use of nuclear weapons. But
it emphasizes that this objective
presupposes the renunciation of
any war or threat of war not only
by the two nuclear super-powers
aga'nst each cther, but also against
allies cr third zountries. In other
words, the principle of restraint
is not confined to relations between
the United States and the U.S.5.R.,
it is explicitly extended to include
all countries,

These statements of principles
are not an American concession;
indeed we have been affirming
them unilaterally for two decades.
Nor are they a legal contract;
rather they are an aspiration and
a yardstick by which we assess-
Soviet behaviour. Ve have never
intended to “‘rely' oin Soviet com-
pliance with every principle; we
do seek to elaborate standards
of conduct which the Soviet Union
would violate c..ly toits cost. And
if over the long term, the more
durable relaticnship takes hold, the
basic principles will give it defini-
tion, structure and hope.

One of the features of the cur-
rent phase of U.S.-Soviet relations
is the unprecedented consultation
between leaders, either face-to-face
or through diplomatic channels.

The channel between the leaders
of the two nations has proved
its worth in many crises. But
crigis management is not an end
The more fundamental

relationship which in time will
make crises less ltkely to arise.

it was -difficult in the past to
speak of a *U.S.-Soviet bilateral
relationship in any normal Sense
of the phrase. Trade was negli-
gible. Contacts between various

* ipnstitutions and between the pec-

ples of the two countries were at
best sporadic. = There were no
co-operative efforts in science and
Cultural exchange was
modest. - As a result there was
no tangible inducemént toward co-
operation and no penalty for aggres-
sive behavior. * Today, by joining
our efforts even in such-seemingly
apolitical fields as medical research
or environmental protection, we
and’ the Soviets can benefit rot

“only our two peoples but all man-,
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kind; in addition, we generate
incentives for restraint.

SINCE 1972, we have concluded
agreements on a common effort
against cancer, op research to
protect the environment, on study-
ing the use of the ocean’s resources,
on the use of atomic energy for
peaceful purposes, on studying
methods for conserving energy, on
examining construction techniques
for regions subject to earthquakes,
and on devising new transporta-
tion methods.

Each project must be judged by
the concrete benefits it brings.
But in their sum—in their exchange
of information and people as well
as in their establishment of joint
mechanisms—they also constitute

a commitment in both countries _

to work together across a broad
spectrum.

During the period of the cold
war, economic contact between our-
selves and the U.5.5.R. was virtually
nonexistent. The period of con-
frontation should have left little
doubt, however, that economic
boycott would not transform the
Soviet system or impose upon it
a conciliatory foreign policy. The
U.5.5.R. was quite prepared to
maintaln heavy military outlays and
to concentrate on capital growth
by using the resources of the com-

munist world alone. Moreover,
it proved impossible to mount
an airtight boycott in practice,

since over time, most if not all
the other major industrial coun-
tries became involved in trade
with the East. e
The question then became .how
trade and economic
which the Soviet Union isobvious~
ly interested—could serve the pur-

poses of peace. On the one hand,

economic relations cannot be: se-
parated from the political context.
Clearly, we cannot be asked' to

reward hostile conduct with - i b iy
3 LD ., aspects—particularly’ muitiple inde-

.pendently " " targe

nomic benefits even if in-the process

we deny:ourselves some commer- "
cially profitable epportunities: On -
political *
relations begin te normalize it.is_.
*. difficult to. explain why economic

the other hand, when

relations should not be -normalized
as well. . . ¥

. We cannot expect to relax in-
ternational’ tensions’ or achieve a

more stable international system

should. the two strongest nuclear .
powers ° conduct an "untestrained.

strategic arms race. Thus perhaps
the’ single - most “importdm’ com-
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contact—in . 4
! OL_I['-
~been: . B R
. (1) to break .the:. momentum
-of "ever-increasing levels of -arma-

“vehicles (MIRVs);

. term -and

ponents of our policy toward the
Soviet Union: is the effort to limit
strategic weapons competition. If
we are driven to it, the United
States will sustain an arms race.
Indeed, it is likely that the United
States would emerge from such
2 competition with an edge over
the Soviet Unicn in most signi-
ficant categories of strategic arms.
But the political or military benefit
which would flow from such a
situation would remain elusive.
Indeed, after such an evolution it
might well be that both sides would
be worse off than before the race
began.

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE can be
asked to bear the cost and poli-
tical instability of a race which
is doomed to stalemate only if
it iscclear that every effort has
been made to prevent it. That is
why every President since Eisen-
hower has pursued negotiations
for the limitation of strategic
arms while maintaining the military
programs essential to strategic
balance. .

The Strategic Arms

Talks (SALT) became the one

Union could® enhance stability by

setting mutual constraints on our °
respective forces and by gradually -

reaching an understanding of the
doctrinal considerations that under-
lie the deployment of nuclear
weapons. - Through SALT, the
two sides can reduce the suspicions
and fears which fuel strategic com-
petition. : SALT, in the American
concéption; is 2 means to achieve

strategic stabillty by methods other

than the arms race. !
" specific. objectives have

ments; 5 0 =
{2) to control certain’ qualitative

table .. re-entry

(3) to. moderate the
deployments;.and; -+ ', .

(4) ultimately, to achieve reduc-
“tione In. force levels. . %- . .-

i Gt

 The SALT agreements alteady.

signed , represent .a " major , contri-
buation to”strategic sfability and a

- significant first step toward a longe
possibly “ broader agree--

ment.

Limitation -

pace of new

Strategic Stability

The five-year Interim Agreement
which limited antiballistic. missite

(ABM) defenses and froze the level ' ° -
of ballistic missile: forces on both .

sides represented the essential, first,

step toward a less yolatile strate- -

gic environment. : ik

The SALT | agreenients were .
the firsc deliberate atteropt by -
the nuclear superpowers to bring
about strategic ,stability through
negotiation. - This very process is
conducive to further restraint. For
example, - in the first round of-
SALT negotiations ™~ in 1970-72,
both sides bitterly contested the
number of ABM sites ' permitted
by the agreement; two years later
both sides gave up the right to
build more than one site. In sum,

we believed when we signed thess

agreements—and we believe now-
that they had reduced the danger
of - nuclear war, that both sides
had - acquired some greater in-
terest in restraint and that. the
basis, had been created for the

‘present effort to reach a broader

‘agreement.
The goal of the current nego-

tiations is an agreement for a [0
means by which we and the Soviet -
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.~ Durable Peace

year period. We had aimed at ex-

- tendling the Interim Agreement
- with:adjustments in the numbers

and-new provisions aimed at dealing

with -the problem of MIRVs. We

* found, “however, that our nego-
tjation  for a. two-or three-

year- extenSion - was  constan-

tly threatened with irrelevance by

_ the on-geing. programs of both
sides that weré™®ue fo be deployed

at the end of of "just after the

period. This distorted the nego-

tiations and indeed .dévalued its

significance.  We shifted .to the

I0-year _ approach . because the
. period is long enough to cover
~all current and planned forces

‘but not so long as to invite hedges
that would defeat the purpose
‘of an arms control agreement.
¢ In fact, it invites 2 slowing down
of. planned deployments; further

a period of this length will allow

us to set realistic ceilings that:

represent more than a temporary
plateau from  which to
a_new cycle in the arms race.

Further reductions thus become 'a.

realistic objective.

WITH RESPECT TO CEILINGS on
strategic forces, we have defined
our goal as essential equivalence

in strategic capabilities. What
constitutes  equivalence involves
subjective  judgment. Because

U.S. and Soviet forces are different
from each other—in number and
size of weapons, in technological
refinement, in performance charac-
teristics—they are difficult to
compare. 1

Detente is admittedly far from
a modern equivalent to the kind
of stable peate that characterized
most of the 19%h century. Bat
it is a long step away from the
bitter and aggressive spirit that
" has characterized so much of the
™ postwar period.  When linked
to such broad and unprecedented
~ projects as SALT, detente takes
_on added meaning and opens pros-
" pects of 2 more stable peace. SALT
‘agreements should be seen as steps
in a process leading to progrssively
greater stability. |t is in that light
that SALT and related projects
will be judged by history.

Detente is a process, not a per-
manent achievement. The agenda
is full and continuing. “

* Restraint in crises must be
augmented by co-operation in re-
moving the causes of crises. There
have been too many instances,
notably in the Middle East, which

launch -

. rise “‘to _this. _
“nurture it foday.. '’ [t is only” on.

demonstrate that palicies of unila-
teral advantage sooner or later
run out of control and lead to the
brink of war, if not beyond.

* The process of npegotiations
and consultation must be conti-
nuous and intepse. But no agree-
ment between the n'clear super-
powers can be durable if made
over the heads of other nstions
which have a stake in the out-
come. We should not seek to
impose peace; we can, however,
see that our own actions and con-
duct are c¢onducive to peace.

We must never forget that the
process of detente depends ulti-
mately on habits and modes of
conduct that extend beyond the
letters of agreements to the spirit
of relations 2s a whole. This is
why the whole process must be
carefully nurtured.

In cataloguing the desirable,
we must take care not to jeop-

ardize what is attainable. We
_‘must consider what alternative
#'policies are avallable and what

their consequences would be. And
the implications of alternatives
most be examined, not just in

terms of a single issue, but for how
they might affect the entire range
of Soviet-American relations and
the prospects for world peace.
We have insisted toward the Soviet
Uniop that we cannot have the
atmosphere of detente without the
substance. It is equally clear that
the substance of detente will dis-
appear in an atmosphere of
hostility.

We have profound differences
with the Soviet Union—in our
values, our methods, our vision
of the future. But it is these very
differences which compel any res-
ponsible administration to make
a major effort to create a more
constructive relationship.

We face an opportunity that
was not possible 25 years or even
a decade ago. If that opportunity
is lost, its moment will not quickly
come again. Indeed, it may not
come at all.

As President John F. Kennedy
pointed out: “In the final analysis,
our most basic common link is
that we all inhabit this small planet.
We all breathe the same air. We
all cherish our children’s future
and we are all mortal.”

BANDUNG TO COLOMBO—3

‘Neutrality and

Non-Alignment

BY SPARTACUS

The policy, of non-participation in military blocs, in other words the
policy of-non-alignment, is.an important feature of international affairs today .

An ever-increasing

number of couptries in Asia, Africa and Europe are, to

some extent or other, eonimitfed tofollow this policy in their foreign affairs.
“Non-alignment” fias come to stay in the ‘contemporary political scene.
.What are the concrete manifestations. of this policy in the Life of different
countries and peoples, in the m_e;h‘a.rii_ém-b{-int_er'naticnal affairs?
What does' the policy of non-alighment imply in the light of historical

processes -taking place, in the ‘world today?
What is the practical importance of this policy of non-alignment for

the struggles of the people for peacel’ . -

and ‘who' stafids selése by it? ..

TO ANSVVER. THESE:QUESTIONS,

to fully -grasp . the . significance,
content ‘and. esserice. of - the non-
alignment. 'policy, it -is' necessary
to survey ‘and. dnalyse ‘ia_brief the
histarical- * conditions which: :gave
phendmenen” ~ and

the basis of such.a survey and ana-
lysis that_ it is -possible  to -make
political “generalisations and -theos
retical conclusions which .will® help’
give an Insight intor the future:.

development of this_historical phe<..

Who is ihterested®in thie adoptio

n _Dfl.th'll.é policy by other _:o.um:ries,

nom'é{jnon-_ “and grasp its practical
implicatiops: . :

“Meutrality’ is_a historical phe-

“nemenon. - In one or another form

it has ‘been-knawn-for a long time.
But jts: content changed in diffe-
rent. historical epochs. The essence
of -the non-alignment. policy  pur-
sued by:states which gained their ~
‘independence’ after °
-World ‘War .is best revealed thro-
ugh  such, % THistorical analysis,
through compdrihg . .this - policy
‘which i¢~pursued ‘today with the
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traditional neutrality of the preced-
ing period.

The status of ‘permanent neu-
trality’ came into being in the
period of capitalism. It was first
declared in 1815 by an act of the
Congress of Vienna which recog-
nised and guaranteed the perma-
nent neutrality of Switzerland and
the inviolability of her frontiers.
In the ensuring 160 years Switzer-
land has pursued a policy of per-
manent neutrality.

In 831 the permanent neutrality
of Belgium was proclaimed. But
Kaiser Germany thought nathing
of viclating it in 1914. Afrer World
War | Belgium completeiy relinqui-
shed permanent neutrality. In 1949
the country joined the NATO bloc,

Luxemburg adhered to perma-
nent neutrality from 1867 to 1944,
In 1944, however, it gave up this

policy and in 1949, Luxemburg
too joined NATO. Sweden has
been following the traditional

neutrality policy for the past 160
years. Steering clear of military
alliances both in peacetime and
during war, Sweden has enjoyed
all the benefits accruing from
this foreign policy line. Norway
and Denmark too adhered to tra-
ditional neutrality for a leng time.
After World War |Il, however,
they renounced it and in 1949 be-
came members of NATO. Similarly,
other countries like lceland dec-
lared permanent neutrality and ad-
hered to it for several years before
eventually renouncing it,

A state declaring permanent
neutrality pledges to take no part
in any kind of war save in defence
of its own territory in case of ex-
ternal attack or to ward off the
attempts of belligerents to draw
the country into war on their side.
In more modern times, Austria
declared permanent neutrality in
1955. It is stated in the Federal
Constitution Act of the Austrian
Republic (Octcber 26, 1955) that
to ensure permanent neutrality
fasting external independence and
inviclability of her  territory,
Austria, of her own  volition,
pledged permanent neutrality. The
Act said further that = Austria
would maintain and. safeguard per-
manent neutrality by all available
means. Austria declared that to
secure these. goals she would not
join any military aliiances. and-
would not allow any foreign mili-
tary bases on her soil. After the

last war Finland adopted neutra--
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lity, stressing its desire to stand
aloof from the «clash of interests
between the Great Powers. At the
same time Finland voiced  its
desire to cooperate with all coln-
tries in the interests of world
peace and  security in keeping
with the principles of the United
Nations.

AS  WITNESSED by the
years' record of Switzerland,
den, Finland Austria and other
European countries, adhering in
one form or another to a policy
of neutrality (promulgated in legis-
lative acts, guaranteed by other
powers, or- vested and Implemen-
ted in some other form), this policy
has been of great advantage to
the state or group of states con-
cerned. It has also beenan Impor-
tant factor in favour of peace on
the international scene.

The neutrality of the Euro-
Pean countries—Sweden, Swit-
zerland, Finland and Austria
has been of some positive signi-
ficance for the cause of peace
inasmuch as it implies their
hon-participation in military
blocs, refusal to permit bases
and foreign troops on their
soil etc. The tendency to em-

many
Swe-

On November 23-24, 1974,
Viadivostol,

in the ongoing
provisions:

of the

1985,

Geneva on January 31, 1975.

The two sides—headed qu
and Soviet Deputy Foreign

result in a new agreement this
threugh December 31, 1985,

- neutrality as decla

: in the Sovict Union's Pacific port of
U.S. President Gerald B. Ford and Soviet Commun’st Party
General Secretary Leonid I. Brezhnev met to discuss 2 future agreement
U.S.- Soviet Strategic Arms
They agreed that further negotiations will be based on the following

(I) The new agreemept will incorporate the relevant provisions
mitation agreement of May 23, 1972,
tober 1977; (2) The new agreement
will cover the period from October 1977 through December 31, 1985;
(3) Based on the principle of equality and equal security, the new agree-
ment will include the following limitations;
each nation's total number of intercontinental ballistic missiles, sub-
marine-launched missiles @nd heavy bombers,
nation of 1,320 missiles that can be armed with multiple independently
targetable re-entry vehicles (MIRVs). .

(4) The new agreement will include a provision for future negotia-
tions beginning no later than 1980-1981 on the question of further
limitations and possible reductions of strategic arms in the period after
In accordance with the understanding reached at Vlad vostok,
the American and Soviet delegations to SALT resumed discussions in

5.~U.5.5.R. interim arms li
which will remain in force until Oc

U.S. Ambassador-at-Large Alexis Joknson
inister Vladimir
out technical details of the Vladivostok accords, such as what types of
missiles are covered by the agreement,
how to identlfy missiles with multiple
each- nation is honoring the accord. The talks, still in progress, will
year on limiting strategic offensive arms

Value Of Neutrality

brace neutrality which is now
2pparent in several other capi-
talist countries is evidence of
the viability of this policy.

But this should not blind us to
the fact that “neutrality’” in this
sense has also been‘used to further
the self-seeking aims of various
countries.  Thus it is generally
known that the so-called neutra-
lity of the USA ‘at the outset of
World War | was dictated by the
desire of US monopolists to take
advantage of the existing situation
to amass greater wealth. What
they did under the guise of neu-
trality then was to wait for the
opportune ‘moment to enter the
War.

Equally well known is the
‘neutrality’ or ‘non-intervention,
that was used to throttle the
Spanish Republic in 1936, Under

the same cover, France, Spain

and some other countries ren-

dered considerable support to
the Axis powers in World
War [l. Other cases of the

abuse of ‘neutrality’ could ke
cited. All this goes to prove
that the so-called policy of

red by a

ONGOING SALT TALKS

Limitation Talks (SALT).

(A) A ceiling of 2,400 on

and (B) a limit for each

Semyonov—are working

what restraints will be necessary,
warheads, how to make sure that




Nonaligned Not Uncommitfed

capitalist state was never tan-
tamount to neutrality on the
socio-political level. It was
always a manifestation of the
policy of the ruling class and
served their interests.

THE PRESENT POLICY of non-
alignment followed by the coun-
tries of resurgent Asia and Africa,
though sometimes also describad
as a policy of neutralism or neu-
trality, differs in many essential
features from the classical neutra-
lism of the Swiss or Swedish
pattern. This may be illustrated
by taking the cases, for instance,
. of Afghanistan, India and our own
_country.
In Afghanistan, the neutrality
' policy was promulgated and legally
\formulated .as far back as 1926
in the Soviet-Afghan neutrality
pact. Afghan statesmen then stated
and have thereafter reiterated that.
* they would not join any militaty
} alliance. This, they have said, is

the best means to secure peace,
tranquility and prosperity for their
country.

At the same time they have
stressed that Afghanistan’s neutra-
lity should not be identified with
mere non-interference.  Keeping
out of the disputes of the great
powers—disputes which at times
would endanger peace—Afghanis-
tan was by no means indifferent
to other cardinal problems bearing
on mankind's destinies. Afghanis-
tan supported measures which hel- .
ped consolidate peace and oppeosed
those that did not. ’

Since its inception in 1950, the
Rerublic of India too has success-
Y

fully defied attempts to inveigle
it into military blocs.  Coming
out against war pacts, she has

energetically worked to strengthen
peace and international unders-
tanding based on the famous Pancha
. Sila principles she formulated to-
gether with China in 1954: non-
aggression, respect for territorial
ntegrity and sovereignty, non-
nterference in internal affairs,
equality and mutual advantage, and
peaceful coexistence. Under her
first Prime Minister, the late
Jawaharlal Nehru, and now under’
the Premiership of Mrs. Indira
Gandhi, India has come to occupy
a special position in international
affairs because of the foreign policy
of nonp-alignment (sometimes qua-
lified by the adjectives ‘active’
or ‘dynamic’) she has followed
all these years. In the case of both

e

13

Afghanistan and India as well as
other countries which embraced
a policy of non-alignment as basic
for their foreign policies, a passive
contemplation = of  international
events gave place to active inter-
ference in order to promote world
peace, liberate the peoples still
languishing under coloial rule and
advance the cause of those coun-
tries that had won political freedom
from foreign rule.

This amounted to a recogni-
tion of the close connection
between the issues of world
peace the peaceful coexistence
of states irrespective of their
social and political systems, and
the development of the natio-
nal liberation movements. It
was to lead to the clese co-
operation and mutual assistance
between the three streams of
the anti-imperialist movement.
As one country after another

_in Asia and Africa broke away
from

colonial dependence to
take their place in the world
community of free nations,
many countries which were for-
merly reserves of imperialism
became active forces helping
to transform the world.

THE POSITION IN SRl LANKA
was complicated by the fact that
though she attained political in-
dependence soon after the end
of World War 1l, we continued
o remain tied to the apron strings
of British imperialism through the
agreements on defence arrange-

ments and external affairs which -

our leaders signed as a quid pro quo
for our new status..

And so at international conferen-
ces like the San Francisco con-
ference on the Japanese peace
treaty in 1951 and  the famous
Bandung conference ‘in 1955, our
spokesmen remained the odd men
out, cut of step with the emerg-
ing world of Afro:Asian solidarity
and non-alighment.

It was only in 1956 after the elec-
tion to powsr of the Government
led by the late 5. W, R. D. Bandara-
naike that we tock our place along-
side the majority of those in Asia

.and Africa which- had already adop-

ted non-alignment as the foreign
policy line best sefving the needs
of newly-independent countries.

In his address to the UN General
Assembly that same' year, Mr.

Bindaranaike made clear the. dis- -

tinction between the new foreign
policy of non-alignment of these

—

newly-independent states and the
classical neutrality of the old capi-
talist states of Europe.

He said: “We have to build up
a new society for ourselves, as |
have said which best suits the
genius of our country. We should
like to get some ideas and some
principles from this side, and some
from the other, until a coherant
form of society is made up that
suits our own people in the context
of the changing world of today.
That is why we do not range our-
selves on the side of this power-
bloc or that power-bloc. That is
the philosophy of neutralism. It
is not something dishonest; it is
not a matter of sitting on the fence
to see whether we can get the
best of both worlds. It is a posi-
tion that is inexorably thrust on
us by the circumstances of the case.
It is a postion that will be of great
help in the world situation today,
for we do provide a bridge over
the gulf between the two opposing
factions.

“We are supposed to be the
‘uncommitted’ nations. | strongly
objected to that word. We are
committed up to the hilt. We
are committed to preserve decency
in dealings between nations, we
are committed to the cause of
justice and freedom as much as
anyone is. That, briefly, is our
position in Asia. | trust it will
not be misunderstood,”

On a later occasion he even took
objecticn to the word ‘neutralist’
saying: “We are pot neutralist,
We do not adopt a negative attitude.
Our attitude is a very positive
one in following our different
ways of life nop-alignment with
power-blocs, and, therefore, as we
think, helping the general cause
of .world peace and friendship,
not in a ‘negative’ or ‘neutral’
sense, but in a positive way.”
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BEFORE THE PERAHERA

KANDY -2
—Pilimitalawa, Chelapola,
Dunavilie—

By Ina Trimmer

EARLY BRITISH RULE was no
less blemished by double dezling
and intrigue than the Portuguese
and Dutch had been. The first
of these discreditable moves oc-
curred when Ceylon’s first Gover-
not, North, later Earl of Guildford,
intrigued with Pilimi Talawa, the
Kandyan Adigar to dezpose his
nephew Sri Wickreme Rajz  Sinha,
the King, and set himself up as
Regent. A British Ambassador
was to go to Kandy, and with him
a large armed force ostensibly
as escort but intended as a per-
manent garrison. The King re-
fused to agree to so large an escort
and the scheme fell through.
Pilimi Talawa then, after much
scheming, brought about an inci-
dent in which some British subjects
suffered ipsult at the hands of
the Kandyan King. This was con-
sidered sufficient provocation for
a declaration of war by the British,
and Kandy was invaded by Gzneral
Macdowall‘in 1803, The %ing fled,

the town was occupied, and a
puppet named Muthusamy was
placed on the throne. A Major
Davie remained in charge of a
permanent British garrison at

Kandy to whose presence.Muthu-
samy was persuaded to agree.
Pilimi Talawa now: decided on
a very bold - stroke indeed—no
less than the capture cf the British
Governor, the destructionr ef both
the. lawful King and the Pretender,
and the extermination of the Bri-
tish garrison. He.falled in “the
first two purposes, but succeeded
only - too completely. in thé third,
The garrison already decimated:- by
disease was assailed on all sides
by :thousands of Kandyzn soldiers
and - were forced' to . capitulate,
Pilimi Talawa guaranteed . their
safety. and that of their protege’
Muthusamy; but  these & promisgs
- meant nothing.
the garrison, .detained at Wata-

poluwa; three’ miles ‘out of Kandy,:
by the Mahaveliganga swellen with ~

rain, “werd surroundéd and’. mas»
sacréd.
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The remnant of . :
.. ped forward; he-bid: his

© Muthusamy ~ was~ slain,

Davie was led back to Kandy a
prisoner, and one single soldier
escaped to tell the tale.

It was several years before the
British were in a position to re-
venge themselves but a sitwation
finally arcse which resulted in
the final annexation of the Kandyan
Kingdom by the British.

Pilimi Talawa had at last been
found out in an attempt to assa-
ssinate the King, and he had been
beheaded. His successor Ehela-
pola, however, was no wit behind
him in ambition and duplicity.
The King's despotic excesses had
shaken the loyalty even of his own
people, and Ehelapola, the Prime
Minister influenced no doubt by
hopes of the Kandyan throne as
suzerain under the British, intri-
gurd with Governor Brownrigg
to orgapise a general revelt. But
knowiedge of it came to the King
and Ehelapola in fear fled for pro-
tection to the British in Colombo
leaving his wife and  children-
behind.

INFURIATED beyond all reasen the

Sinhalese King wreaked his ver=~.

geance con the innocent family.

The story of this terrible tragedy: .
is graphically described by Davy-

brother of the celebrated Sif~:

Humphrey Davy in his  book

Interior of Ceylon.
“Hurried along by the flood

to every tender . feeling, resol-
ved to punish Ehelapola -who-

had escaped, through his family -

he sentenced ‘his Wwife and:, child-

ren, and his. brother and " wife - r
" to death—the brother and chijd- - Colombo,
ren to be -bgheaded, and 'the-

to be idrowned. - .ln"

females { :
front: of the Quégen's 'palace,
and batween the Mata and!Maha
‘Vishnu Dewale, the wife of Ehela-
-~pola and his-.children were bro-.
ught from prison: dnd delivered
over' to their executioners. TFhe
lady with great reselution main-
tained- her own_and her - child-
ren’s innocence, and her lord’s,
and  then. desired her eldest

+ child to submit to his fate; the °

poor boy who was eleven year

- old, clung to-his mother terri-
.. fied and crying; her second son
nine" years ald, herolca'dE step
brother

not to - be -affaid=he - would

~-of this ‘noblé. child was sevéred

- action

»

show _him. the” way to die. . By
.oneblow-of & sword the head

British Conquest

from his body and thrown into

a rice mortar; the pestle was

put into the mother’s " hands

and she was ordered to pound
it or be disgracefully torcured.:.
To avoid the disgrace the.wret

ched womazn did
pestle and let ‘it fall, One by .
one the heads of ail_her chikdren "
were .cut off; and- one by . onpe
the poor mother... but the. cir=

cumstance is-too dreadful so b

dwelt on. ' One of the litele ~
children was an infant dnd: it
was - plucked from its mother’s
breast ‘to .beé beheaded.” Adter
the “execution of her children
the sufferings ~of . the . mother
were “speedily relieved. = She
and her sister-in-law were-led to
the little tank in the immediate
neighbeurhood of, Kandy, -called
Bogambara Weva and drowned.”

“In later years this Weva or tank
was filled in and turned into playing -
fields. Up to a shoit time ago a

-5tone marked the place where the

poor tortired Weéman met her
death, a humble memorial to one
of the bravest women of all time.
. Retributitn was  not slow in
coming. The British who had let

_pass .this inhuman vengeance on

their illy were . finally stirred to
when "2 party of British
subjects, merchants who had gone

- up to Kandy for purposes of trade,

of his revenge, the tyrant -last - were seized and mutilated. Ac

last, (in 1815) a British expedition

~set_out for Kandy which was soon
stormed and taken.
~fled for safety to- Hanguranketa

who still_ remained in his power;. “+but’ was oyertaken and seized at

. The King

‘Medamahanuwara, led captive to
and finally banished
to Vellere in South India. Ehela-
pola, .the British.ally and adviser

was signored, and finally—accused

of fomenting rebellion—was him-

self banished to Mauritius.

Thus .gnded the Kandyan king-
dom tovs. e ; o
KANDY “WAS A PRIZE worth
the winaing.. Apart from its poli- =
tical and strategic importance it
is one of the Isfand’s most beautiful

cities and a favourite health re-

sort; lts situation con the hills

“(Kandy is a corriiption of “Kande

Uda Nuwara”—the City set-on-a.
hill=) gives it. many advantages
of position and climate. The town
stands at ap elevation of 1674 feet.
The climate is mild for the tropics
and* even the heat of the day is
seldom oppressive, the mean an-
nual temperature being in the neigh-
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Bahirawa Kanda

bourhood of 76° atthough much
lower .temperature are reached in
the “Cold Season” of December
" ..to- February. The hottest months
‘- ate April and May.
+is heavy, reaching an annual total

- . "2df little less than. 100 inches, which

““..Is comparatively evenly distribu-
" ted throughout the year. Novem-
.ber and December are, however,
the wettest months, and Febru-
ary and March usually the driest.
Th_e'? district ~ round about has
- been “thoroiighly opened up and
abuohds ‘in flourishing = estates of
. tea and rubber, of cocoa,: of coco-
nut; ahd rice fields are there in
. plenty. . The- towns owes much
. to ‘Governor. Ward who first pro-
" Jected the railway to the city, and
. to Governor Barnes who opened
- the district «up with roads.
There are. mzny places around
Kandy. of * historic' and aesthetic
interest for Kandy has that unusual
combination of age and beauty.

Many of the associaticns are sipis-
" beaters, elephants, and the excited

ter for they belong to-the other
days when ethits were different
‘' to ours. Siatey

The hill above the Rofian: Catho-

lic Convent in Katukelle is a cdse.
Called Bahirawa  Kgnda,

is point.
it was dedicated - to- "the demon
god Bahirawa.  Evéry year- his
clemency was craved by the King
and his Court with the sacrifice
of the most beautiful girl in Lanka.
To choose her ‘was no easy task

for none but the best would satisfy
A commission

the dreaded. demon.
of the King's servants tcured the

Island in search of the purest and-,

loveliest girl. In. Galagedara not

12 miles from Kandy. dwelt Welika .
Menika, daughter of peasant parents
and the apple of their eye.. But .

alas! She answered too completely
all the requirements of the yearly
sacrifice. :
~ Bidding her parents not to grieve
. for she would return socn she
ntered the waiting palanquin bra-
- vely, and escorted by the King's
-, officials was carried to the palace,
there with other candidates for
the terrible honour to-await the
final chioce of the King.
on an auspicious day, dressed-in
white she was conducted before
the King who sat in state in the
Audience Hall. Terrified, each

girl knelt before his throne, -while .
outside -

their weeping relatives
waited for the dreaded verdict.
With appraising eyes

viewed each girl, but his look
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" were placed on the altars,

“and"'_be_te_l leaves, opium,: lizard's

éggs, a_cock, and ashes of burnt .

At dist

the King

rested longest on Welika Menika
who unconscious of his interest
and the admiring glances of a.
young court official, was lest in
admiration of her lovely companions.
With a peremptory finger pointed
at her the King commanded Welika
Menika to come forward. Horror
struck she stood unable to move.
Then on her knees she crept to
the throne.

“Prepare her for the sacrifice.
She is chosen of the gods!”
A PERFUMED BATH was ready
and the rites for a bride were
accorded her, for was she not to
be the bride of a demon! Clothed
in wedding garments, flowers in
her hair and garlands round her
throat, she was prepared for the
sacrifice. A great company had
assembled outside eagerly awaiting
the  procession to the place of
offering. The ceremony was graced
by the King's own presence, and
accompanied by a concourse of
devil dancers, musicians, tom-tom

cérowd, the procession set out
and slowly wound its way past
the lake, to the hill looming ahead.

~In’ a palanquin covered with
floviers and gorgeously decorated

.68t Welika Menika, the icy hand
“of death close on her.

Up the
steep path the procession slowly

- moved till they reached the summit
“where “6n ' the

levelled ground a
stike and four altars had been pre-
pared. . Offerings of many kinds
rice

.hair.'But the best‘was yet to come

- With,_shouts of praise frem the

peopie the maiden’s palanquin was
lowered, while the “air was rent
with.the beat of.tom-tom and the
blast of conch shells. Limp with
fear: the girl was carried and tied
to the stake with forest creepers.

Then noise. ceased. An awful’
silence  gripped  the " crowd ‘of
yeHing fanatics as the .chief master:
of-ceremonies, wound seven strands
of -yellow thread ‘gboug the- altars
muttering incantations to the god.

~Suddenly he ‘stopped and with a

voice of “thunder . called” on - the
god to accept his bride. 'Like one
demented” he shtieked his. incan~
taticns

eat of -

who “wast- born from- blood. Rend her

to pieces, she“is thine to. do~ag thoi-
desirest.  Turn -thy “width- from e

. conjested, the _bazaar a

._i'[hhpiérin'_g ‘the Yakkz to-
the , sacrifice. laid. bafore™
him: - “Drink. her ‘blood thou. god"-

g

for | adore thee Bahirawa but avenge
thyself on this maiden."”

But the god was silent and ans-
wered not. In a frenzy of appeal
the Kapurala leapt in the air, and
drawing his knife slashed his own
body; then fell senseless. A peal
of thunder answered him. To
the terrified people it was the
voice cf the god. Lightning rent
the heavens. They dispersed hurri-
edly, frightened, silent, The hill
was soon deserted.

But one remained, the young
councillor who in the Audience
Hall had looked at Welika Menika
with admiration and pity. Quickly
he approached her, cut the thongs
that bound her, and carried her
to a shelter under a rock. Softly
he called her name assuring her
she was safe. At last she opened
her eyes and in amazement asked
who he was. I am Dunuwile
Nilame, Counciller of the King., |
love you™ he said, “and | hove res-
cued you to be my bride.”

He hid her with friends and
married her after the British cap-
tured the city a few years later. °
To this day can be seen the place
of sacrifice on Bahirawa's hill, a
levelled spot where so many of
Ceylon’s maidens died to placate
a demon’s wrath.

There are many such places of
interest around Kandy.
COMMUNICATIONS within and
round the town are easy. Motor
buses, motor cars, rickshaws and
push bicycles are easily hired
and walking—especially in the cool
of the mérning or late afternoon
—is here a plezsant and profitable
pastime.

To the Archivist, Archaeologist
Artist and Tourist, Kandy has more
than a share of appeal. But it is
not'in the city or even in the Lake
that her allure lies, The city«is
huddle
of shops, the' main streets are
marred -by' a Jumbie’ of slums and
dwelling houses. The beauty of -
Kandy "is not here. ‘It is in the

. whole  distri¢t: and Kandy com-

mands eYEry view.  From each
hilltop, ,through' every = beautifyl

_ drive, fresh liveliness is disclosed;
_there is no repetition but a varied '

succession of scenes .almost one
may. say of “incomparable begutyt
For pure-attraction to the tourist

‘and visitor © as such, -Kandy " and
~the ‘Kandyan .country are rivalled
‘b_y few ‘dreas: throughout the globe.
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Here are scenic beauties and human
history, the cradle of an unfamiliar
civilization, and warm welcome
and friendship, a tropical atmas-
phere, and every amenity, abun-
dant living, and much from which
to select for memories and sou-
venirs.

You will remember Kandy.
® o
BUILDING A VILLAGE HOUSE—44

 The Pleasure of

Ruins (i)

By Herbert Keuneman

‘But what is there to do in Ehetu-
wewal’ is a question | am often
asked, both by sympathizers who
seem to feel | have condemned
myself to a living death (at least
on the plane of everybody amuse-
ments) by coming to live 'in a
village!' and by prospective guests
who fear they may be condemn-
ing themselves to nothing but
watching birdlife or observing vil-
lage comings and goings and rural
customs or something vegetative
of the sort if they accept my invi-
tation. Actually, it would do most
people—not to say the country at
large—considerable good to be for
a while quiet. More things are
mis-wrought by activisim than their
world dreams of!

Anyway, there is one thing | can
offer the more asthenic and scho-
larly or merely romanticist, for
which Ehetuwewa is one of the
best centres | know: The Pleasure
of Ruins. In a rectangular area about
twenty-five miles long and fifteen
wide, of which the geographical
centre would be about the village
called Dematewa (halfway, 4 mis.
from Ehetuwewa on the Galgamuwa
road) within which lie not less
than twenty-two ruins and ancient
sites, some of them quite famcus
though little visited and some of
‘them quite major. though- almost

‘unknown and all of them in one -

way or another fascinating.
| am, ‘myself, alas an antiquarian

rather than a historican. or archa- -

eologist—how | wish | were, by
training, either—and can offer noth-

ing new to those who may know .

these sites already. But | am going,
- nevertheless, to _devote the next
few articles in this polypetalous
series of mine to giving . some
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account of them, if only what |
have chiefly gleaned from others’
researches and reports.  Often,
too, | shall be writing from me-
mory; since old age progressively
immobilizes me at precisely the
time when the sites have bscome
progressively more accessible even
to a non-motorist (thanks to the
remarkable network of bus routes
serving the ‘colonies’) than they
were when my wife and | knew
them |5—and sometime nearers
50—years ago. And | shall generally
write in inverse proportion to the
extent to which the place | write
about is known.

KADRIGALA. The northernmost
of these sites | shall mention stands
at one of the bund-rcots of the
great new—wholly new; for it is
not a restoration—Rajangane Re-
senvoir, lts first position is fortu-
nate, in a sense, for although there
is actually very little to see (and
less now than there used to be
before the area was ‘developed’;
save an outstanding view of the
nature and extent of that very
development which is impressive
despite cneself) it is one of my
favourite ancient sites because it
commemcrates how the Whirli-
gig of Time brought not one of
its tiresome revenges but,
rarer, a particularly happy rappro-
chement. g
Every Ceylon schoolchild knows
the story of the frivolous Ist Cen-
tury king, Yasalalaka  Tissa, who
used to change bhabit with his dead-
spit ‘porter’ make fun of his own
pompous Ministers as they entered
the throne-rcom, until the perter
realizing his opportunity ordered
the real king slain for daring to
jest in his presence and reigned
in his stead. Although the Maha-
vamsa dutifully lists the deeds of
virtue by which: he followed: up
his scarcely virtuous accession,
Subha the " porter-King seems to
have remained hag-ridden: and when
when he heard a prophecy that a
new king, Vasabha, -was scon to
appear he out-Heroded Herod and
ordered that all. the Vasabhas in
the country (regardless of age)
should be put to death and so they
were. All- but one. hen the
uncle who was guardian to this
propitiously . starred . Vasabha, dis-
playing more political nous than
family . {eeling, .took him along to
the palace: éntending, ne doubt—
how little .have Ceylon politics
changed—that " the King observer
his loyalty) the youth's aunt gave

much -

Kadigala

him charge of her husband’s betel-
bag but left out the lime that should
also go in it; and at the palace
gate the uncle (desiring, no doubt
—how little have Ceylon habits -
changed—a comforting chew to *
take his mind off his own trea-
chery) sent him back to ‘fetch
this.  Vasabha's aunt now appri-
sed him of what was afoot, gave
him money, and helped his- even-
tual escaped to Ruhuna, that land
of Keunemans and rebellious causes
whence he returned at the head
of an army and Subha—and, one
is gratified to report, the wicked
uncle as weil—was slain.

Now Subha while the bruit of
Vasabha’s uprising was in the air
ccmmitted to the charge of a
brick-maker friend of his—extra-
ordinary what company those old
Kings kept—his insignia, his robes
cf state, and his daughter Maha-
matta, for safe keeping. And on
Subha's death the  brick-maker
adopted as his own the daughter
(but only the daughter) who need-
less to relaté grew up as good as
she was—as she simply must have
been—beautiful.

It chanced one day-that as the
now well-grown girl was taking
his midday meal to her foster-

father she came as she passed
through a grove of flowering
kadamba trees upon an adrahat

nearing the end of a nirodha sam.-
pattiya: a meditation so deep and
concentrated that if persisted in
for more than seven days it will
cause trance and death. To him
she first offered the food she carried
then prepared some for her foster
father afresh; and- he, when he
learned the reason for his delayed
meal, far from upbraiding com-
merided the child and bade her
feed the asceti¢ daily. This she
continued to do to the day of his
ineluctable fate.
from his trance to make one brief
prophecy, he blessed Mahamatta
before he died: ‘When royal rank
hath fallen to thy lot bethink thee,
O maiden, of this place.” :

Not long after, King WVasabha
sought a fit bride for his son Vanka-
nasika Tissa (Tissa of the Hook-
nose, or Crooknose) who had come
of .age, and Mahamatta’s beauty
and piety were reported to him.
The matter was clinched whep
the good brick-maker—who, at
least, had kept faith—was able to
prove by producing the robes
and regalia of his friend King Subha
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Rajangane

that the girl was of palace blood.
The marriage took place, and surely
the Great Marriage VYihara, the
Mahamangala Vihara, which the
Mahavamsa ascribes to Vanka-na-
" sika Tissa celebrates this union

* that. brought together two royal

houses between which slaughter
had lain.

Nicholas in his Historical To-
pography inclines convincingly to-
wards identifying the Vihara site
with the site | have mentioned:
the rocky hill that at the southern
end of the huge bund towers,
now, over the Rajangan2 waters.
400 (+) rock-cut steps. used to
scale jt—now only the upper flights
remain—and at its‘foot (now water-
. covered save when Rajangana is
wvery low) and at its summit and at
“levels in “between are the.traces
" of stupas. A fine drip-ledged cave,
with two figures of a male and a
female personage, which used to
lie to the right halfway up the
steps, has been blasted out of exis-
tence to make today's roadway.

But the only inscription hitherto
found at the site is one by Vanka-
nasika Tissa's mother, The vihara's
name is not given. This ruin—
this site, | suppose,. one should
rather call it; for the ruins, as |
have said, are but few—certainly
answers to one detail the Maha-
vamsa specifies of the Mahamangala
Vihara: that it stood ‘on the bank
of the Gona Rivert the Kala Oya
today. But theré is, of course,
another vihara in this story, whose
site has also not been identified
beyond question. Mahamatta did,
as she had been bidden, ‘bethink
her of that place’ where she had
met the arahat, and after Vanka-
nasika Tissa's death she
founded with her son the pew
King the Matu Vihara of the Maha-
vamsa where the kadamba grove
* once flowered. It may just be that
" Kadigala marks this spot instead.
Yet what had her grandmother-
‘in-law to do with that either?

'RAJANGANE. Little though
this very fascinating site is popu-
larly spoken of—much less visited
—it is by any reckoning a consi-
derably major one,as well as'a place
of beauty and of all the more in-
terest since excavation and con-
servation here are scill being carr-
ied on. One single ‘tour operator’
has (I am happy to say) placed it
on his regular schedule for tourists

who pass that way; but far more’

peop_le-—and residents rather than
tourists—should get to see it. It
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lies only about three miles west
of the = Kurunegala/Anuradhapura
Main Road and is easy to find since
an Archaeological Department board
marks the turn-off at the village
of Maha Galkadawala near MP 45.
(Remeémber to bear left, onto the
minor road, where two miles on
a Y junction seems to beckon left.)

This was the place known as
Rajangane befcre ever the modern
Irrigation Scheme came along and
usurped the name; but its real
name, as one of the several inscrip-
tions to be found in situ testifies,
was Hatthikrechi, where a monas-
tery famous in Anuradhapura times
had been established. The monas-
tery is thrice mentioned in the
Mahavamsa (in connexion with kings
of the 6th, Bth and %th Centuries)
but the place was already known
to the 5th Century writer Buddba-
ghosa—who specially commends as
conducive to meditation a cave at
the site: it must have been the
lovely cave at the summit of the
highest (the southern) hill, with
its perpetual pool of constantly
trembling water—and the inscrip-
tion itself is as early as the Znd
Century.

Most of the vihara ruins lie in a
stall esplanade surrounded by an
amphitheatre of low hills. Work
on them is by no mears complete—
it has only been going on, and that
sporadically, since the late 1950s—
and amongst the most recent to
be conserved is cne that could
possibly be a bodhighara (see Nilla-
kgama, in a laterarticle}. At all
events it displays a central pile,
which may have constituted the
‘planter’ for the bo(dhi) tree, sur-
rounded by a square stone-paved
platform from which columns rise
in such a pattern as to suggest
they bore an .annular  roof—like
the platform square, of course,

in plan—open at the peak, to let

the tree soar through.

It is suggestive that the date
of the Nillakgama bodFighara close
by (as. of the spread of the vata-
da-ge's popularity) and of the grea-
test recorded period of building
at the Hatthikucchi site, the Bth/
9th Centuries,. so nearly coincide.
No expert has yet published an
opinion on this, but if the building
is indeed a bodhighara not only is
that in
Rajangane famous (for the Island’s

only bodhighara known hitherto has,

been the one at Nillakgama) but
the Rajangane site is wnique in

eye; in asserting wildly

song in

itself sufficient to. .make  .congregational hymnals of old and

that a few feet to the west stands
a vatg-da-ge, a type of building
better known, though itself rare
enough, in which a stupa instead
of a bo tree is the central ocbject
of a greatly similar kind of shrine!

Ancther point of interest | seem
to remember about Rajangane is
that amongst the ruins of one of
the pasadas (buildings of more
than one storey) which are men-
tioned by the Mahavamsa as having
been contributed to the monastery
by various kings—| believe, the
first you come upon as you app-
roach by the route | have described:
the ruin to your right—was dis-
covered a great steel nail which
must have been used as the final
fastening at the peak of the roof
beams. | think | was told this was
the first metal device of such a
sort to have been discovered in
the course of Ceylon archaecology.
(But | may be wrong: | may in my
enthusiasm have mixed this detail
into the account of Rajangane,
from some other ruins!)

But go and see Rajangane for

yourself. You will agree that my
enthusiasm, at least, is not mis-
placed!

To Be Continued

of this, that and
the other

Inania

All Wen Are Equal Bt ..

By INNA

“Lord over all the races, help us
not be racist''—

'Could well be the prayer of
any, ardent equalizer of all men
‘born equal and equal once again
only in death’. What a lot of
heat, sound and darkness we gene-
rate in pretending we are one and
fighting tooth and nail with each
other; in suggesting to ourselves
that we are born to eradicate
every. form of injustice and thep
indulge in any form of injustice
ourselves with a splinter in our
that we
are not -drunk while we are rolling
drunk, as any drunkard.:would

‘greet you.

There was a heap of prayer and
congregatienal and non-

it happened 2 few years ago, for
all the fanfare and promise of equa-
lity, justice, “we are all equal under.
the sun of the. Lord.” :
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There was a chapel-sized church
in a hill-country station of N....in
Sri Lanka, then known as Ceylon.
A simple, ordinary-looking young
man used to go to the Church to
pray of an evening. The worthy
minister came up to him and told
him with all the fervour he could
muster: ‘| don't think you need to
come here to pray. Why don't you
bray at home?” *“The Lord likes you."

He ignored the remark for a
moment, then looked up again
and said Yes and went off. The
minister was European. The church
was exclusively for Europeans. But
our man liked the church and it
prayerful atmosphere. He came
again, unfailingly as an arrow from
the bow, the following week and
there he was wrapt in prayer.

Mosy parker comes again and
with good grace in his throat say:
“Young man, | told you there is no
need to come here. The Lord is
pleased with you and so you need

pray. [ allow you.” Our friend
popped up and slowly walked
away sad, For he had great ideas.
Once again, in the turn-up of time,
he walked again into that church
and prayed, dark though he was,
his pure spirit expressed itself
in his body bow, but then came
ruthless Richard (may be it was
not his nume), and said: | told
you in plain English not to come here.
Do not enter this place, ever.”! To
which the young man kneeling,
replied. '‘Yes, have been here
three times and now you tell me not
to enter here. I'm not surprised,
because even the loid finds entry
here difficult.”” He spat it out be-
cause he had had enough of diehard
division in the name of unifying
religion, dastardly acts of hymnal
comradeship and foul lying in deed.
Their brand has gone away leaving
a stench that is slowly dying
down in the world.

Physician heal thyself! could well

Colour and Christ?

those who talk justice and live

injustice; who ridicule racism and .
peddle . all forms of ¢inequality. .°
What then of those in high places
who cannot see thdt it is good td
“humble oneself *and,. receive-
churchminister  from: Batticalog
christianity rather. than “pride bne-
self and alwaysqibe in ‘Batticaloa
receiving from Jaffna. chtistianity’:" -

‘Caste is only a.werd perpetuated.
in the dictionary...lt feally. shéild -
have no place . in.the Vives of right-
thinking people. . The e¢hurch-
minister (chief*one)s from-a, Ghris--
tian group in-Jaffna recently de-
cried- the caste system-there, but -
what' of internal; ecclesiastical ra-
cism or caste-ism- or .whatever it®
is called? gy I8 En o e ¥ e

The gospel ‘mate-beam. story i
always true. l.see the ‘racism«in
another but” allow. the Fraser .me- *
‘morial casteism of watism or social

" " slips, down tree-trumks; ond

difference to \pass through.

not come here. Stay home and be the challenge thrust out at How sad.”.".
REVIEW Both fragrant with blossoms -
S T And clustered. - . * 2

PLEAD MERCY

Anne Ranasinghe’s Poems
By Ashley Halpe
Anne Ranasinghe’s most resonant, most attractive
tone is governed by a humility before the facts of tragic
experience. This was the tone that came through in
the best of her earlier work in poermr' such as Well,
I'm Sorry, (With Words We Write, 1972) Judgement and
At What Dark Point (Poems, 1971)and it comes through
triumphantly in poem after poem of the . present
collection. One hears it in' such a deceptively simple
piece as Death in” the Rain or Snapshot:
- i : . - While
* Labouring ‘breath. -puffed - its “furry -chest :
At longer and longer. intervals '
The bat watched' me calmly.
‘Lying, ‘wing-shrvuded, in the hostile daylight.-
*Then the ‘not-at-all ugly head ! -
Dropped.: - 080 RSN G
; The vocabulary is unspectacular, but by no-means
_bare: one nouicés the precision that directs the eémo-
- tion in fhteER L ol -
“It had great dignity ; Gy
Lying, wing-shréuded, .in the hostile daylight -. -
. Then the not=at-all ugly head: .- Sreny e
o Drepped. .ttt LT R
'« “Certain poems.in the collection are distinguished
. mainly by a guiet competence. :
: 'ITI:E“ Kanrbﬁrjngs_ or Colorbo—Hot *Season:
" (Acrass- the -still- garden . 2
“ <% Fqll blug shadows—darkness. '

4 2 o

7t Day's hieat dissolves “:1 = -~ . . ]
T silin sty diiling o S 00 2

- Round palm free and mgn_'g‘a._- .
. The ‘mango tree is
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It had great dighity:

_pression of waste and Wuman inadequacy that Anne

“of mood, the show preparation of a poignant climax

| 'am thinking of piece

With small bard fruit. ..." .e. 2 ,

One has to be grateful for such. competence when
one thinks of the uncertainty of the position of those
who write ih English-in 8ri‘Lanka today. There is the
instability and indefinjtenéss of' thi ‘reading public for
such writing, there-are the socio-cultural factors that
make for d sense of alienation, and which could so easily
tempt 'the- writer into a ¥ocabu ary insistent on its own
distinctiveness or heavy with a freight of unassimilated
Ceyloneseness. Poems of the kind | have mentioned
got their impact from the fidelity of small observations

“-building: up;a clear image of a sharply-felt experience
_though, .perhaps, of a minor orders. .

here there is

such competence one_can accept experiences which

" go scarcely further than whimsical tender reminiscence

—as in Non-Event—or neat sécial® comment. By No
Means New .is perhaps a fair example of the latter:

....In Venice letters were secret + - ;

And anonymous. Here T

They are.neither, =« . ;
And we have cash incentives.

But it is in the de& ly-setious, deeply tragic ex-' - ]

“Ranasinghe makes her. mest. powerful .communications,
Sinhala New Year 1975-is-partitularly deft in its shifts’

and the stoic humanism.that underlies its deliberate
anti-climax. The poem begins, with matter-of-fact:
- “The morning of Sinhalese New Year | went to the
“market S =l
~To buy mangoes, a  pinedpple- und “kolikuttu
“ Plantains.”. .~ | Zilie S :
. It then moves witlfin the range of the common place

» into’.a gradual focrssing of horror:

A lorry.drove up® - -
Four” men- jumped down fromt. the lorry, loosened the
chains,- - L T R
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Distinct Poetic Voice

The taili-gate fell, and inside the lorry
Lay the little pink bodies y
; .+.Of ‘skinned goats and their babies, also skinned and
' . - shiny Pink, so many of them, naked, hairless and
* ., without heads, k
« The'stumps of their delicate necks
% Stff_l ‘oozing blood."
* . Ang then there comes the sharp shift to a brief
| but-intense wecollection of the torture-chambers of
© g Nazk Germany: -
« ' >Y“The nen worked fost and :
" ;¥ < Very precisdly, and though | averted my eyes
.~ - From the fixed stare of those skinless bodies
" “Their voiceless bleating
Pierced the.mind, which remembered
. ‘Other” lorries ‘and .other bodies on meathooks—
. = 'Not-under .a:tropical sun, but
¢ Intheknife-sharp coldof d cemented cellar.”
. lt’ends: ¢ : S
* A Silly comparison, | told myself, pull yourself together
“And" wish the butcher a Happy New Year.”

% The climax*of Sinhala New Year 1975 makes it clear
« that_ Anne Ranasinghe has not relinquished one atom
- .of the Jewishness that is an essential element of her
' poetic character. There are many other poems in this
collection which would substantiate this point; one
thinks not anly of Who Remembers Treblinka or An
Exhibition of Graphics ‘which deal directly with the atro-
cities perpetuated 2gainst the Jews in Hitler's Germany,
but also of the many pojnts at which images of that past
provide the telling, clarifications of some quite different
scene. : . ey

Itjwouid‘; however, be a failure of nerve on our
part to see in.these pdems- nothing more than the
records and éclioes of a distant tragedy.. Their point
for us surely involves our’ here and now. Mrs. Rana-

L

singhe can afford to deal allusively with the Insurgency
of 1971 in the poem by that name precisely because

_the moral of that part of our history is so clearly before

us in her representations of or reflections on the Nazi
atrocities. As we read to the end of Who Remembers
Treblinka we” should surely experience the shocking
analogy with our own easy consciences and pliant
memories: Ve have had our own ditches and pyres,
our own boys with frightened eyes and girls with virgin
I“ins who have disappeared without a trace:

.

. “Who remembers

The emptying of the ditches

The emptying of the ditches by progned steel arms

That plunged to the bottom, forking carrion corpses

Feeding dismembered corpses into monstrous steel jaws

That rise to the heavens, pause, screech and shudder.

Then hurl their damned cargo to the blazing pyre below,

Boy with frightened eyes

Mother rocking baby

Old man searching with fluttering hands

The comforting shawl of ritual. In vain—

He is naked.

The bagutiful girl with virgin loins

And dark pointed nipples

Is ready for love........

Fill the ditches

With ashes.

Level :

The furrows,

Plant grass, trees, flowers. Loy

White gravel paths.

Some rustic benches—a public park.”

Plead Mercy marks the arrival of Anne Ranasinghe
as a distinct poetic voice and is a notable part of the
current efflorescence of writing in  English in this
country.

[T 4r o

Find 'oﬁt what’s
really going omin =
Sri Lanka and the world
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" To participate in :dis";:ussl.on on difficult or 'pﬁéxpected topics, to be con-ﬁder';'_t_. in your |
- knowledge'_?'a,l:'gotft_ thi.s"country':a'nd ‘the world and to ﬁnd'j-oursélf'l_' béttur‘lrifofmé&___-_"- g
than your colltagues— read the Tribune, a little time each week, ‘and that wifl give you -

an interpretative analysis of current events and also indicate the course of future develop-

ments. Tribune will point out what Is important today what may -happen. tomorrow:

]
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Confidentially

e Reshuffle Canard
o Duraiyappah’s Funeral

IS IT NOT A FACT that on the
afterncon of Wednesday July 30
there was a news panic in Colombo
which had stampeded even the most
hardened newsmen into a frenzy
of telephoning to get confirmation!?
That a little after three all were
alerted .that a major Cabinet re-
shuffle was imminent? That these
changes would be notified in a
Gazette late that night? That the
SLBC had been asked to stand by
for the sensational news! That
nobody seems.to know how this
story originated and whence it
had originated? That the surprising
thing was that it was believed as
true by a large number of know-
ledgeable persons who do not usu-
ally fall for gossip or street corner
blabbering? That this was not first
mooted about in the bars or pubs
(however distinguished) or in the
drawing rooms of the old rich and
the new rich who have vested
interests in any possible Cabinet
reshuffle one 'way or the other?
That, incidentally, socme of the rich
do not want a reshuffle (especially
the gem and CRA capitalists)
whilst some of the other rich are
desperately hoping for a - Cabinet

reshuffle! That ‘all efforts-to find-

out the source of Wednesday's
pénic: point to certain bureaucratic
and political tircles which ~have a
fair._knowledge of what happens in

the, higher echelons of our. esta-
hierarchy?’

.+ blishment and power
- That “the whole story of the re-
shuffle was. built on ‘the ecurrent
confrontation .bétween the 'SLFP
and the LSSP as to who should
control the British owned  estates
that ‘would be-taken over! That
the reshuffle story .was garnished
in such a way that it seemed emi-
nently believable? That it - was
pedged on to the earlier story
that there was a threat of resig-

nation ‘on the part’of one or more *
members of the United Front if
certain” decisions ‘were taken? That -

there was an expectation that this
decision ‘would have bzen made
‘on Wednesday! That on the stren-
gth, of a belief that this decision
had. already been taken in 4 parti-
cular way, -the whole. story- about
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the reshuffle had been worked
out? That in actual fact, the con-
frontation and crisis which many
expected to take place on Wed-
nesday, had, in fact, not taken
place at all? That those who had
threatened to resign had not taken
the initiative in seeking a confron-
tation? That the whole thing had
been defused with a decision to
have a subcommittee to look into
the matter? That the whole story

of the reshuffle had finally turned'

out to be a canard? That it was
likely that the matter about the
control of the sterling com-
panies taken over would be decided
upon this week and the decision
made known before this issue of
Tribune is on the newstands at
the end of the week? That a great
deal seems to turn on the question
as to who should run and manage
the sgerling company estates which
will be taken over soon?! That it
now seems likely that whatever

« the decision there will be no crisis?

That Regulations have been appro-
ved and gazetted to preventel
Agency Houses and Estates Manage-
ments from running down the

assets of these estates?! That it

is yet to be seen whether such
Regulations. can do anything (very

.much) to prevent deterioration?
are no-

That these Regulations
more than dec'arations of pious
intentions coupled with negitive
prohibitory injunctions which: can
minimise the pessib'e dangers? That
in the meantime it 'is whispered
in tea-circles that prodyction has

_ begun to drop disastrously: because.

fertiliser and other. inpits had npt
been applied in view of the.shadow
of nationalisation ‘that.“hags been
hanging- over. them, thes: ates

“and Agency Houses for 'sometime?

That informed opinion "seems to
be agreed that a Cabinet reshuffle
will not.’arise at this s‘&_gg}

IS IT NOT TRUE that there has

been 'a” great" deal” of gomment
that no tép level LSSP oriCP fea-

der attended the furgral of, Mayer

Duraiyappah in Jaffna last® week?
That if messages and statements
had- been: :made officially by. fhese
parties or. the party leadets: they
have nct been given the prominence

. they deserved either in our news-

papers or over the SLBCZ:That
there .were no reports that legders

‘of these UF partrers had attended
“the "various ceremonial functions
in connections with the funeral?

That ‘many obServers “have begun

- to wonder why the LSSP—CP ea- -

. With? That.as ah Independént: (b

UE

Duraiyappah

ders did not play 2 prominent part: Seraas
in the funeral arrangements of < -.**
the late Mayor? That Duralyappah = =~ =
was undoubtedly one of the top- :
most leaders of the UF“in Jafina? .
That as the chief SLFP organiser’
for the prestigious town electorate: ..
he held an Important position in: = -+
the UF set-up in the Morth? That
as a politician Duraiyappah . was: &
a remarkable figure? Th'a_t‘-m'bi'bké o
into politics on his own as an lade- *
pendent! That he ‘firsti, camé “into-
the limelight when he wén. the, .
Jaffna seat  beating the. rédoub-
table G. G. Ponpambalam and -an -
equally redoubtable FP- rominge
That ‘though *he - had squeezed
through' bn a very. narrow majority -7
he had thereafter. developed a ‘=4
power base in the Jaffna town &lge-
torate? That though ‘he had: nog,
been successful in subsequent parifgs’
mentary elections (éven when th
elections were = three-corfter,
he - had. 2 major foothold ‘in the
Municipal” Cournicil: where: he: ha
recently bgen a force to conten

had ..not: ‘been endmoured- with "
the ,c&mugnl_; Rightist . policies of
the FP or the TC: on-the'ogevhand,
o the Leftist.policies-of the LSSP
+ @n the other), & had gravi-

or. %P
~tated towards. the centrist  SLFP?
That

hat there ‘is' no. doubt that he
hay' done.cmoch to’pug-the SLFP.
insthe map in Jaffna? That the-fact -
is sEhat p:rt }?d‘thejﬁpﬂucnﬁ_e_ and
preffige he had enjoyed. was be-
cse of the pairhﬁ;ga_ ‘h_?'_,had
been able to distribute™aftef "the
SLFP and the UF hatd come to -
power? That there Is alsé- o doubt '
that:he has got for Faffna.a great
déal of patrowage: from ‘the Govern- -
mént which. no “other: Tamil poli-
tician . has been -able’ to get from

Colambo “in ‘the past? That UNP
?;'Eéﬁiqeﬁ'_i_n' “Jaffna “from " 1947 to

956 and - frfm. 1965 .to 1970
were not' able to get’ benefits
from  the . government “ in .
Colombo [cynles will - say .crumbs &
frop the tii_gh-‘l:ab_.'eﬁ;ih the. méasure
that Duraiyappali’iifs got from 1970
tg+ 19757 That -this.-was the real
basls of his ‘politics and as such it
was very pretariously perched?
That whatever, be-the ‘motive for
the assassindtion (there. are several
pessible’ non-politigal .motives for

-
ity the -’,-g‘limiﬁatﬁ:ﬁ'. “ofi Duraiyzppah '
is g _5;5! back  for: UF -politics %
in'the blorth! That it is. not merely

* a.blow for the, SLEP although the

si;,p i the “major loser! That-the
‘innot essily find a- replacement?

£ &
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A SNAKE STONE

A stone that sticks to the wound caused by a snake bite and falls
off when tne patient is out of danger may sound very much like a fairy
tale. But it is true. Here ure a few facts. 1

Deep in the wilds of Brazil a Jesuic Missionary came across remna-
nts of a once famous Red Indian Tribe. All the years he worked among
them, he noticed that among thousands of patients no one was ever brought
to him to be treated for snake-bite. Yet, he knew the country well and
e knew people” were actually stung by snakes. One day, it ' transpired
that he old village doctor had an infallible remedy for such snake-bites:
Was it just sorcery or magic? Did he use any charm or chant any mantram?
No, he only applied a umall black stone to the wound, the stone-stuck
to the wound and fell off only after the patient was cured. Try as he-
may the missionary could not obrain the secret from the.. Red Indian.
Yes, he had been good to them, he had been like a father to. the tribe.
But, that was a secret handed down from his forefathers and that secret
he meant to keep for his family. On his deathbed, however, the old snake
bite specialist sent for the Missionary and revealed the secret to him. Diffi-
dently at first, then with greater confidence, the missinnary‘madq large use
of the wonderful stone. The results were quite amazing. The snake-stone
of the old Red Indian Chief worked wonders. The missionary sent sam-
ples of it to his brethren working throughout South America and in far
away Central- Africa. From everywhere came news of the wonderful cures
effected. But the formula of the wonder sione rémaied a” dead --secret.
Hundreds had used it, thousands had been cured by it, yet, no one knew
the secret but the old missionary from Scuth America. How is it then we
are in possession of the secret? Yes, strang> though -it might appear, we
keep the secret now. It is a long cry from Brazil to Ceylon. but the long
and short of it is that the dying missionary confided the secret. to two f
nieces and these, when unable to make any use of it entrusted it to a
missionary leaving for Ceylon who in his turn left it to us,

This stone is now available to you. For Rs. 7.75 a stone. The
chemicals and labour employed in the manufacture of the stone are the

only items you have to pay for to secure this remedy.
Apply ta: -
Rev, Fr. Cyril Edirisinghe Mis. Ap,
‘R. C. CHURCH. 1

MATARA.

o SPACE DONATED
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