ai‘iﬁgiﬁed at the G.P.O.
3 a Newspaper.

“Foreign Ring

‘COPRA

EXPORT

Of the various announcements
made by Ministers of the new M.E.P.
Government, the statement of Mr.
P. H. William Silva certainly proved
to be the most interesting. The
Minister of Industries “in the course
of a lengthy statement outlined ' the
future Industrial policy of the coun-
try with particular emphasis of the
need fo fully utilise the raw materials
which are available on this Island.
The Minister made it quite clear
that he intended to ban the export
of all raw materials which could be
processed locally. It is evident that
Mr. Silva would have all the co-
operation necessary from the public
in the implementation of his policy.

One particular industry which
would no doubt benefit consider-
ably from the export ban is the
¢oconut industry., During the last

—
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eight years, numerous requests had
been made tothe U.N.P. Govern-
ment for a ban to be imposed on
the export of Copra. The Govern-
ment of that time which was, only
interested in collecting export duties
turned a deaf ear to all these re-
quests and the export of Copra was
maintained without break. The
result of this state of affairs was
that the oil milling industry was
badly affected and production came
down sharply. A large number of

The proposal made by the
Minister of Industries to ban
the export of certain raw
materials which can be pro-
cessed locilly evoked strong
criticism from journals like
Financial Times in London.
Tribune’s Special Investi-
gator has made a swmivey of
the position in. the coconut
industry and has sentih the
following report with certain
concrete . suggestions. Tri-
bune -would welcome com-
ment from its readers,

\

mills closed down altogether while
the balance ‘limped’ at a skeleton
output, which was always dependent
upon the availability of supplies of
Copra. Closure “of these mills
caused unemployment to hundreds
of workers who had no other form
of employment available.

Ransom

In the meanwhile the coconut
producers were beingheld to ran-

~ som by the ring of foreign shippers
-...who controlled the copra export .

trade. These exporters, assist-
ed by local foreign banks with heavy
pyerarails, weie able 10 “iig’ mar-
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ket prices to suit themselves. The
result was that producers were de-
prived of securing fair market
prices in accordance with the world
market of theday, There was abso-
lutely nc chance for any Ceylon-

ese to break into the ring, as the ;

local banks would never advance
big overdrafts to ‘nafive’ shippers

who in their eyes were always un-

reliable. It is generally believed
that the “L.C. P, A.” has unwitt-
ingly aided these foreign shippers in
maintafning an artificial market for

copra at most times of the year. In -
Spite of numerous requests to the
contrary, the L, C. P. A. continues.

to publish Daily Market quotations,

which very often have no bearing

(S=> | ASHLIGHT!|

whatever to the correct market of

the day. . g
Another unsatisfactory feature

caused by the low productivity of

the oil milling Industry, is that an
artificial shortage is created for
coconut poonac. The market price
of Rs, 2707- per ton, as it is today,

is considered to be about the highest
level the Poonac Market has reach=

ed in this decade. It would be
absolutely impossible for dairy owns=
ers to produce low cost milk, if the
coconut poonac market is permitte

ed to remain at this summit level,”
‘At a time when the Government is
doing its best to produce cheap

milk for the people, it is quite
clear that some kind of price con-

trol will have to be imposed on all
local sales of poonce. The control

price of sale Rs.! 140/- per ton
would give the oil miller a reason-

able profit and the dairy owner an

opportunity of reducing his high

cost of productijon.
Immediate

An immediate operation of a
compulsory sales room for Copra
‘1s an absolufe necessity, This sales-'

room should be Government spon-
continued on page 2



COMPLAINT.

- North-Western Biue Line

L.am a regular traveller on a bus
line known as the North-Western
Blue Line. It is perhaps the worst
bus service in Ceylon. The Sansoni
Report exposed the ramifications
of this Company with its territory
A and territory B and the utter
callousness with which the officials
of the Company approached the
question of public transport. The
Gentlemen’s Agreemenf which
gave this Company, as well as
others; a respite to improve their

.iservices has made it worse for the

_ public of this area.

l\.

traveller.So far as the North-Western |

Blue Line was concerned, it would
seem that.their interpretation of the
Gentlemren’s Agreement was to run

the old buses to such a condition |

that they cannot run anymore. They
seem to want to get the most‘vut of
these buses without putting anything

more into the Company!

I believe I i right in stating
that at the moment this Company

- is short of about 60 buses to reach
even the minimum stipulated by |

the Commissioner of Motor Trans-
port as being necessary to provide
an adequate service. The result is

that this Company is unable to |

operate even the bare time-table
suggested by the Commissioner to
meet the needs of the travelling
What is_even
more scandalous s that proB?ib]y

WEEK - END PAPER

From this issue, Tribune
will appear on Saturdays and
not on Thursdays. This is be-
ing done to meet the wishes of
a4 very large number of our
readers who want Tribune as
their ‘week-end reading paper.
It will be our endeavour to
see that readers in Colombo,
and in the outstations us well,

et their copies on Saturdays.

lans are also now reaching
fruition to make Trifune big-
ger and brighter, and to pro-
vide reading material for a
wide range of taste to make
this paper the ideal week-end
companion for all those who
want to get the news behind
the news, in politics as well as
other fields like sport, cinema,
' social events and all other
matters of public significance,

more than half the existing buses
are  very many jyears old! And
Taam also almost certain that there

| is not a single bus which is under

ten years old !!

In the circumstances, it is surpris-
ing why the Commissioner has not
cancelled the route licence granted
to the North-Western Blue Line!

M. M. T.

Foreign Ring ( from page 1)
sored and maintained by the De-
partment of Commerce. Neijther
the L.C.P.A., nor the Ceylon Coco-
nut Board should be permitted to
have any hand inthe working of
this organisation.

The Government shou! also take

| steps to take over the entire export

trade of Coconut oil which is now
in the hands of thre: foreigners. It
would be most difficult for Ceylon-
ese to take over this business as the
financial outlay on a trade of this
type is staggering. The Rubber
Commissioner who has gained ex-
cellent experience from rubber trad-
ing could also handle this section
of trade to advantage,

An immediate ban on the export
of Copra should be the first step by
Government in reorganising the In-

dustry. Price control for Poonac,
the establishment of a salesroom

ey

70 ENSURE YoUR COBY |
On the suggestions of
friends of Tribune we have
been sending specimen com-
plimentary copies of ‘the
paper to a large number of -
potential readers. To ensure
the continuance of regular
supplies of this paper, such
readers should immediately
send in their subscriptions.
One such reader, a Professor -
at the University, has sent us
the following letter with a
cheque: “You have been
good enough to send me
copies of the Tribune for
some weeks now; it i3 time
I sent you a cheque to ensure
its continuance. 1 enjoy
well - written, hard - hitting
journalism like yours, even
when I disagree, as I often
do, with what you write. To
us, in these remote academic
graves, your inside informa-
tion is especially interesting
and as one, greatly worried
about the linguistic and othet
troubles with my many
Tamil-speaking friends, 1
diligently read your views
about Jaffna for enlighten-
ment and for some solution,
More power to your elbow!”

and the nationalisation of the
coconut oil export trade should
follow as quickly as possible.

===
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Daily at 3-30, 6-30, 9-30 P M.
Morning Show Sat. & Sun, at 10-15
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(Film that ran 13 weeks in Bombay and
12 weeks in Madras)

 MAJESTIC- et ot 320,830, a0 oot
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CHRISTIAN .

ASIAN REVOLT

The General Election, and the
advent to power of “A People’s
Government’ is an event of
unusual significance both for the
nation and the Church.

Colunial rule, western education,
commerce and the Church have
all, in different degrees, been

= factors in creati?g a .deep division

within the social life of the nation.
On the one hand there is a small
group (to which readers of this
Bulletin all belong)  whose way of
life and thought have largely been
dete'mined by wesern culture; in
religion it is parily Christian and
partly secularist with a small
number of practising Buddhists
and Hindus. Economically it is
middle class and dependent upon
the cupiralist system. It is the
group in whose interests the
government of the country has
hitherto beefi carried on,

Swabasha

There is a much larger group of
swabasha-speaking peasants and
labourers, outnumbering the first
in the proportion of 13 to 1. Their
religion is Buddhist and Hindu,
They have been very little influen-
ced by western culture; except that
some elementary education and
modern means of communication
have made them politically consci-
ous. In ‘the South the thinking
and attitudes of this group has
largely been shaped by the Bud-
dhist Sangha, and to aless extent
by political leaders of the left.
Between the two groups there has
bect a minimum of communis
cation. There is no social mixing
and no inter-marriage, and though
from time to time individuals
climb from the swabasha group to
the western group, ‘there is no
movexent in the opposite direction.
The gulf which separates them is
wider ‘than that between caste,
1a2e or religion.

In the General Election, power
has passed in a dramatic way from
the first group to the second, and
it seems unlike y that it will ever
return. Henceforth we can look
forward to a Government (what-
ever the party name) which will
derive its ‘support from those who

May 19, 1956

have been little touched by western
culture or religion and who deeply
distrust what they understand by
the capitalist system.

. That is a change which is true to
the pattern of Asian life today,
In almost every land from China
to Pakistan the same thing has
been taking place (with the single
exception of Thailand). That the
change should have been so0
successfully accomplished in Ceylon
through the peaceful processes of
demo:racy is a matter of great
thankfulness,

The importance of this achieve-
ment, not only for Ceylon but for
Asia, can hardly be over-stressed.
To see it in its proper light it is
necessary to understand the nature
of the revolution which has trans-
formed Asia in the last ten yeats.
This .is not simply the overthrow
of Imperialism: the withdrawal of
Colonial power from Asia is but 3
-small accompnaying by-product of
what is, by any estimate, the most

dramatic and far reaching reyolu-
tion in human history.  Quite
suddenly the people of the land,
as distinct from the intelligentsia,
bave awakened to life and demand-

Short ex racts from this
article en'itled the “Triumph
of - Dcmocracy” from  the
May 1956 number of the
“Christian News Bulletin™ (is~ |
sued by the Study Department
of the Naional Christian
Counci') have been published
in the daily press, but we pub-
lish the statement in full.. We
commend 1his te our . readers
as a truly thought-proveking
and clear-sighted analysis of
the dynamics of the change
now  taking place in
Ceylon,

RE-APPRAISAL

ed the freedom to order. their own

affairs.

Sardar  Panikkar’s important

book Asia and Western Dominance.

and Manikam’s Christianity and
the Asian Revolution have already
been noticed in this Bulletin (July
1954). A new Penguin has now
to be added; Spotlight on Asia by
Guy Wint. Wint is a leader
writer on the Manchester Guardian,
and the book had a long and wery
commendatory review in - the
Spectator by Sardar Panikkar kim-
self. It is an authoritative and
extremely readable account of the
significance of eveats in Asia

continued on page 4
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AN BEYOLT

. continued from page
" during the last decade.” Here you.

£ ucan .see ‘the interplay of the great

- forces which are shaping Asia’s
‘(and our) future: Russia and
{ America, with their rapidly chang-
-ing policies, adapting themselves to
‘the - thanging scene as the giant
.power. of Asia stirs and awakes,
and 'between them the figure of

E., " ‘Nehru, the astute statesman, who
. somehow within his statesmanship
. reflects something of the idealism
1 of Asia. These glimpses of the

'Asian scene will help us to under-
stand more clearly what is happen-
ing in our own land.

The Election and America

The Nuw York Times described

the victory of the M.E.r. as “a set-
back for the cause of the free
“  world”. The New York Herald-
TPibune called it *a distinctly
‘ominous development”. The cause

‘Bandaranaike’s  declaration in
‘favour Nehru’s policy of neutraksm
based on Panch Sila.

3

“}t is'ene of the mysteries of our
“day that an intelligent nation, whose
‘own history is steeped in the con-
«ceptof liberty, can be so lacking in
aundefstanding of what is happening
4n‘Asia, and-that a ChriStian nation
should be so ignorant of the things
that make for peace. Americaand
‘Britain have pursued a policy of
““‘peace through deterrents”, to use
Sir Winstop Churchill’s phrase. It
. is a_method which has been used
utwice in this century with disastrous
. results; it is being tried out today
iin Cyprus_ana North Africa. It is
| policy which underlies, the format-
‘1on_ of SEATO and the arming

Lkl s+ F o AL S e b
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of the dismay is of course Mr. .

R
of Japan and Pakistan. Nehru has
given a lead for which every Christ-
ian may be thankful by declaring
in clear terms that «Asia does rot
accept western doctrine in this mat-
ter, that these is nothing in western
history to persuade that itis a
gound doctrine, and that the way
of peace must be.sought al. ng the
lines of Panch Sila There is p.o-
bably no one fact which discredits
Christianity in Asian eyes today s0
much as the western advocacy of a
policy so at variance with the teach-
ing of the Gospel. That Ceylon,
after sitting on the fence for a de-
cade, has chosen a path in foreign
policy when accords more closely
with truth as the Christian under-
stands it, is something in which the
Church may well rejoice. -

By ‘‘America”, of course, is meant
the present policy of the American
government. That there are other
““Voices of America’” we can grate-
fully acknowledge. One of these is
the American Friends Service Com-
mittee which organised the Con-
ference of Diplomats at Peradeniya
last December (See the CNB Sept.
1955). The Friends Commuittee have
just published a booklet entitled
Speak Truth to Power which 1s a
realistic approach to modeérn in-
ternational problems by people who

‘believe “that military power in to-

day’s world is incompatible with
freedom incipable  of providing
security and ineffective in dealing
with evil.” Though it doés not
deal with Nehru’s doctrine of Parch
Sila, it is a penetrating discussion
of the Quaker version of it.

The Elec)ion and the Church
For 450 jyears the [preaching of

the Gospellin; Ceylonghas had the

~protection,Yand often the encourage-

ment, of Government. How far

that encouragement has been a help

to the Gospel may be a matter for
debate. That period is now ended.
The new Government may not in-
troduce any sudden drastic changes
— the life of the Church may go
on for a time without any aware-
ness of change, Nevertheless the
election of the M. E. P. with the
strong support of the Eksath Bikshu

Peramuna, and pledged to imple-

ment the recommendations of the
Buddhist Commis ion’s Report, is
an event which maybe taken as
symbolic of a radical change in the

Telation between the Church and

the State in Ceylon, which begana
generation ago and is today ap-
proaching its climax. That change
may prove disastrous, — or it may

-prove to be the greatest opportunity
“which the Church has had for a
‘cintury. :

It will be disastrous if we go on
as we are 'today, - a middle-class
group looking to the West for our
nurture (and some of our income)
and increasingly out of communi-
cation with the majority of the
people of the country; our leaders
(both clerical and lay) drawn from
the English-speaking community
because the Councils of the Church
are conducted in English; our wor-
ship conducted in a manner which
is unintelligible (and perhaps repe-
1lent) to the people of the land; our
schools producing people like our-
selves so that when we want to
teach our children their own lan-
guage and their country’s classics
‘we cannot find Christian teachers
capable of undertaking it. Most of
the vigorous movements of the
Church (the growing interest in
Reunion, the extraordinarily fruits
ful development of Youth Work,
and the Bryan Green Mission are

examples) are confined in their

continued on page 14 -
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The Asia*Foundation has recent-
ly come into the news as an Ameri-
can organisation doing work in
Ceylon which is regarded by its
critics with suspicion. That it is
an American organisation nobody
will deny. . But the suspicion of its
work in Ceylon largely arises from

ignorance of what it is doing in the .

country.

Every nation has produced phil-
anthrophists who have given away
a part of their wealth for the good
of their fellow beings. It is only an
outstanding name such as a Carne-
gie or a Rockfeller of the United
‘States, or a Nuffield of the Unit-
¢d Kingdom or a Tata of Ind'a that
_catches the popular imagination and
makes world news. But the thou-
sands in a country of more modest
means whe are equally generous
with their» wealth may not' hit the
beadlines in the newspapers but
nevertheless are philanthrophists
all the same. If the laws of the
country favour them, their munific-
ence can reach a wider geographi-
cal area.

Experts

One such country is the United
States. There, the idea was con-
ceived by some persons who want-
ed to contribute to charitable pur-
poses to band themselves together
.and pool their jesources.
this idea arose the American Fouan-
dations of which there are’ thou-
sands today in the United States
distributing money for educationals

. LIGHT !
LONGER LIFE
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COLOMBO

Out of .

oundation

A correspondent has sent
_ us an article in two parts ex-
plaining the work of Asia
Foundation “in Ceylon. This
week we publish the first part.
The second part will appear
next week. Tribune has been
very critical about the activi-
ties of this American Agency
in Ceylon on the ground t at
its funds have been utilised to
prop up and encourage react-
ionary forces, trends and
-groups and thereby interfere
in the pciitical life of the
country.
‘Two weeks ago we pubhﬂh-
“ed a special article on ‘the
Saman Press which is a creat-
ion of Asia Foundaticn, and
“our Special Investigator isnow
busy finding out what the
Youth Councils set up by
Asia Foundation really are.
Consistent with our policy of
giving every shade of opinion
a forum in its pages, Tribune
publishes this article by one
who claims to know what Asia
Foundauon is doingin Ceylon.

cultural and charitable purposes.
From the beginning of this cen-
tury the growth of such’ Founda-
tions has been rapid since American
tax laws favoured them, for contri-
butions to these Foundations were
made free of income tax. With
business-like efficiency these Foun-
dations all employ talented experts
to assess needs and give grants in
deserving cases.

The objectives of a foundation
are determined by its Trustees nor-
mally composed, as in the case of
The Asia Foundation, of a number
of businessmen, scholars, and civic
leaders, The Asia Foundation’s
funds, for example, are to be used
to assist groups working for social
progress in Asia ; to strengthen in-
ternational co-operation among
civic organisations; and to pro-
moté American understanding of
Asia. All foundations are subject
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REV. BUNKER

-1 aim a reader of your interesting
and useful jourpal, Once I used to™®
pick it up wherever I could find it
and read it Now I ama regular
subscriber. 1 appreciate it as it

seeks to give important and signifi-
cart news which, for some reason
or other, are blacked o.t by the
other papers. 1 have also come to
regard it, perhaps like man_ others,

 canvassing”.

American shadow over Ceylon.

purpose.

increasing tempo in recent weeks.

MUSSIONARIES

“LP.T.” has writien in defence of the American Missionaries in
the North.: Living as he does in Jaffna, he seems to te unaware of a
great deal of what happened in the North before and during the elec-
tions. He also seems to forget that one does not need to mount a
platform and make public pronourcements to be guilty of “active

“LP.T.” cleverly seeks to shift ‘the blame to the “agents’” of the
American State Department ‘““in this country”, The fact js that a
great deal of evidence indicates tke American missicnaries and their
local satellites were no better than agents of
and thatsome of th m have spent nore rime recently echoing the cold
war of John Foster Dulles than the Gosptl of esus Christ.

Tritune has received a number of private representations on be-
ball of the American missionaries. But what is significant is that
whereas the comments in this pzper about the Missionaries started in
March, the first of such private representatien from a high dignitary
came on April 12, afier the defeat of the UNP and the declire of the
A public statemert by Rev. Bunker
and Rev. Kulendran, preclaiming the neutrality of the American
Mission Church before polling, would bave had some meaning and

But, if wisdom hasscome to the American missionaries and their
satellies (Who banker for scholarships to the US) after the defeat of
the UNP and the sterile inactivity of the Federal Party, they should
leave politics well alone, and persuade certain missionary workers not
to spend their time in telling people (as some of them are cven now
doing) that Trincomalee must be retained as a base by the Americans
and the British; and that a separa‘e Federal Tamil State or an Inde-
pendent Tamilnad would be a success overnight because Americans

" 'would pump in unlimited money into such a state,
ears to hear, he would have heard this lire of propaganda with its

the State Department,

If “L.P.T.” has

as reliable. The Tribune is doing
A great service to the country.

In view of this, your references
in recent issues to the politica! acti-
vities of American mission' ries' in
the North have come to me as a
surprise. The information con-
taincd therein is far from correct
and I have no doubt that it is your
Teporters who have responsitle,
Without going into details the im-
pression one gets fron: the articles
may be summed up as follows:

1. That the American missiors,
aries in the North are separa-
lists and have been lending
their support to the Federal
Party during the recent elect-
ions,

2, That in particular Rev, S. K,
Burker of Jaffna College was.
“actively and openly canvass.
irg for Federalist candidates”
and that for this reason *“he
postponed his departure to
Kodaikanal for his summer
vacation to be in Jaffna for
the elections,”

3. That Jaffna College, of which
Mr, Bunker is the head, lent
its support as qn igstitution to
the Federal ‘Par y.

4, That Jaffna Colege receives
“aid from the U.S.” annually
to the tune of six to eight
lakhs and that *“‘uwing to 1he
fact that this Mission organi-
sation interfered in the poli
ties in the North, thereis a
suspicion that the money is
not being spent entirely for
educational purposes.”

It does not appear that Mr. Bun-
ker has denied the charges. How-
ever, in the interest of truth and
fair-play I am urged to write the
following:- i

1. ~ Foreign missionaries, like any
other human beings, react to the

continued on page 12
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WeeK by Week|

i
CEYLON

JAYANTI

The Prime Minister flew last

week to Mannar to persuade a -

group of Ceylon Army gunners té
stop their hunger strike and to pro-
mise them that .their com)plaints
would be looked into. Mr, Ban-
daranaike made a special point of
insisting “hat this was an .exception-
al case and that in future he would
not countenance such strikes or
rush to the hunger strikers.

One does not know the special
reasons why the Prime Minijster
thought it necessary to rush to
Mannar to satisfy a group of
Army mep. But if it needed Prime
Ministerial interference, according
to informed’ circles, to settl> this
matter, then, there is something
gravely wrong with the affairs of
the Ceylon Army.

Complaints about the Ceylon
Army are many, but the least pub-
licised have been the grievances of
the rank and file, In the present
instance, the trouble was about the
vocational training promised to
recruits at the | end of their five
years period (should they not want
-to continue in the Army). So badly
has this question of vocational
training been mishandled that there
is really no proper scheme for the
purpose. In addition, such promises
were held out at recruiting that
many armymen have lived in
the belief that they would be given

opportunities of being even trained

as *“film stars™ !

It is felt by many who know a
great deal of the Ceylon Army that
the trouble lies in having lackadaisj-
cal officers who are 8. 30 to 4. 30
gentlmen having no interest in the
welfare of the men under them, or
in the Army itself.

. Home Guards

The Home Guards and the De.
partmental Military Units continue
to flourish in spite of the new Gov-

- ernment which was returned on a

manifesto which undertook to dis-
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band thece semi-military organisat-
ions created by the UNP for iis
own special party needs. Questions
have already been raised in Parlia-
ment as to the status and position
of these units, but nothing seems
to have been done to disband
them. In the meantime, there are
reports that certain departmental
heads are continuing further recruit-
ment to the units,

Questions have also been asked
about the expenses of the Home
Guards and the money which is
wasted  at periodical “camps”
which are held in the salubrious
climate of Diyatalawa for the plea-
sure and happiness of the gentlmen
in the Home Guards. How much
of the money is spent in “training”
and how much on champagne par-
ties is one those questions that was
asked under the old regime and
which still remain unanswered,

Jayanti
After the noise and bustle of the

o

meeting of Parliament to debate
he Throne Speech, there is a kind
of Jull in public affars, However
feverish preparations are afoot for
the Buddha Jayanti ce'sbra jons
commencing on May 23. N

Decorations and pandals and
triumphal arches are coming up
all over the city of Colombo.
There is, however, some doubt- as
to the exact number of holidays
which the Government would
grant the public. Certain schoels
seem inclined to grant extra days
whilst others seem to think that
the bare 'minimum demanded by
Grovernment is all that is required.

The Jayanti celebrations will be
spread out over a year, and visitors
from foreign lands are expected at
certain functions in the coming
months. India which is also
celebrati~g Jayanti in a big way, is
also expected to draw large crowds
from Ceylon in August.

Meatless

In the m:antime, Buddhist fery-
our has sought to impose a
meatless month on the public to
honour the Jayanti. Certain local
bodies have adopted the meatless
month and prohibited slaughtering:
other local bodies have decided .
otherwise. Colombo and the other
bigger municipalities have not yet
come to any decision, but the
Chief Vetinary Surgeon of Colombo
has pointed out that if slaughtering
is officiaily prohibited, illegal and

continued on page 15
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i With this issué, Tribune starts on
jts third vear - of existence. We
started at a time when the repress-

. jon of the UNP was at its greatest
when all. books not favoured by

. the Administration were burnt,
- and when it becamé “unpatriotic™ to
ctiticise the ruling coterie. 1t was
-during this time too tha® no daily
‘newspaper would dare to expose
“the scandals that were rampant.

Tribune together with a number
“of other weekly and periodical pa-
~pers in English and the national

“‘larguages started a ftrend in the

" matter of criticism of public affairs

apd men and a fight fcr civil liber- |

" ties which has bo'ne results in the
General Elections of 1956. Whether
the change of government will en-
sure the fullest democratic liberties

_ jg yet a matter to be seen, but there
is now hope that things will be far

" better than what it ever was under
the UNP inits last days of neo-

* fasgism, :

Tribune, whilst recognising the
“fact that the MEP government
ushers in & new era in the political
history of the island, will continue
its policy of being an itdependent
non-party weckly newspaper, At
“‘the'end of two years of difficult
{imes, we can say that we are cmer-
ging into tte third year with an
island-wide circulation and an
ever increasing readership. It can
be said that our influence is great in
the English-speaking secfion of the
population because we have tried to
be fair. Where we have gone wrong
we have always corrected ourselves.
The increasing advertisement sup-
port we have received is an indicat-
ion of the confidence Tribune enjoys
among the commercial and indus-
trial circles in this country.

We cannot do better than to
print the statement of policy which
we published in our first issue and
in two later issues.. The two - years
of existence has shown that we have
adhered consistently to this policy
and we can do no more than assure
our readers that it will be our con-
Jtant endeavour to serve our read-

" ers by placing before them informed

opinion on all matters of interest,

/

[}

.. To interpret events. in, the context of Asian and ‘world
politics, to reveal the facts: behind the complex news of the
tumultuous days in which we live, and to explain how they
affect the interests of the ordinary people and taxpayers in
Cevlon, will bé the primary function of this paper. Before us,
will also be the constant obj:ctive of helping to build an eco-
nomically independent and politically democratic Ceylon which
will participate in the bigger task of creating a better world
that will banish war and secure peace. -

These aims, we believe, can be achieved by scrupulous
adherence, in letter and in spirit, to the fundamental human
rights embodied in the Charter on which the United Nations _
Organisation rests. We are convinced that it is practicable
and necessary that negotiation should replace threat and aggres-
sion in internctional relations and th:t disputes should be
solved through discussion at conference and not by resort
to war. ; .

_ _Countries in Asia, awakening to new freedom after de-
cades of colonial subjugation, have an unenviable role to play
in the increasing conflict between the so called Western bloc
and the Socialist group. We must emphasise that Asiatic
countries should disassociate themselves from the cold war
between the West and the East and that they should strive

through friendly neutrality to both blocs to reduce tension, to .

remove suspicion, and do everything possible to establish
friendly relations between the contending groups to ‘pave the
way for stable international peace.

In national affairs, this paper will zealously guard the.
fundamental rights and democratic civil liberties of the in- -
dividual, of whatever creed, caste or race, who has made this -

‘country his home and who is prepared to work for its better-

ment and prosperity. - Only a contented community, free of-
racial rancour, unhampered by political or economic disabilities
weighing down under privileged sections, can constitute a pro-
per basis for genuine economic reconstruction.

A better and happier Ceylon can emerge only through the
combined efforts of all sections and groups of people inhabit-
ing this country. We will untiringly promote all efforts direc-
ted towards the building of a truly free democracy in this
istand. For this purpose, we will measure all action, political
and social, with the yardstick of national interest. We will
support Government in all its endeavours that tend to promote
the common weal ; and we will not hesitate to criticise it when
its actions adversely affect the people. In like manner, we will
examine the policies and practices of the Opposition and other

political parties. Every question will be discussed on its own .

merits and tested in the crucible of public good.

Conscious of our responsibilities, we will do the utmost
we can to discharge the obligations a newspaper owes to the
reading public. From our readers, we expect guidance, corree-
tion encouragement so that we might be the better able to
analyse, discuss, comment, criticise or support, as objectively
and impartially as is humanly possible, matters and events of
importance and consequence. ; iR SO
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For two years now Ihad main-
tained this :column every week,
That is, every-week the Tribune has
appeared, and it has done so re-
gularly except for two weeks in
August 1955 when it shifted its
headquarters and the like, It has
been fun doing this piece for the

Tribune, but it has often meant a.

great deal of criticism. Where no
offence has been meant, certain per-

*  sons have shouted that their toes

" had been tread on. At other
" times, it has led to irdignant prd-
_tests. '

 I'have at all times tried to be fair
- (this is no apologetic repeatance)and
. attempted to give the news of some
. significance which cther papers tend
. to blackout (spiced with comments
. of mine own). I have really no axe
_ to grind, but it will probably take
‘many-more years to convince some
. ‘persons that it is so. An example
of how various persons have reacted
to a recent comment of mine will
* indicate that each one affected thinks
- that some one else is being favoured.
. In Ceylon a great many who should
" haue known better have not yet
reached the stage of accepting com-
. ment as bona fide of the personality
of a*particular columnist. This isso
-perhaps owing to the sad record of
certain columnists employed- by
particular daily papers who
have consistently endeavoured  to
mislead the public with certain
transparently ulterior motives.

Rally .

My comments _made about three
' weeks ago about events ou May 1
. has evoked the most peculiar re-
' actions. Friends of the MEP have

accused me of being an NLSSP

sympathjser simply because I
thought that the crowd at Galle
Face was bigger than the one at the
Town Hall, This complaint has
come to me from not only members
of the public but also Members of
Parliament. & .

The fact is that I personally weat
to both meetings and it is still my
humble opinion that the crowd at
Galle Face was bigger. _This is also
the opinion of ‘number of others

‘whoare even antagonistic to the
NLSSP who saw both crowds. But
it is just possible that I may be

oy 1, 1956
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wrong in that I did not takea physi-

cal census to base my claims. It
would have been perfectly correct
if these persons had pointed out
that I was wrong, but what was
unfair was that it was made out

I swas pro-NLSSP only for the -
reason I had thought the Galle -

Face crowd bigger.

It may surprise these persons to
know

that there was a basis for the NLSSP

and the CP to get together because

Stalinism and Trotskyism were both
dead as its chief propon:nts had
been buried. Tiere was an angry

CORRECTION

The bomb thrown by the
Security boys at the Commun-
ist Party Headquarters, referr-
ed to in this column last week
was not during the 1953 Har-
tal, but during the South-
_Western Bus Strike in 1953.
The error is regretted, but it
arose because the ex-Security
person who told the story had
also mentioned other similar
matters connected with the
Hartal of 1953 which the pre-
decessors of the disbanded
Security Department had been
responsible for. These tales
will be referred to at the right
time in this column.

denunciation of Serendib in a full
article to state what an ignorant
idiot I was not knowing that Trot-
skyism was in a flourishing state
and that it was the Marxism of this
era. The suggestion was made in-
directly that, through this line of
propaganda of a bouregois-capital-
ist character, I was trying to detract
from the worth and value of Trotsky

jsm and place it on the same foot-

ing with Stalinism!
Derogatory

The matter did not end there. CP
sympathisers have been at me to

“say that I had given a totally wrong

impression of the ‘“unity” talks
between the NLSSP and CP which

that the NLSSP journal
. Samasamjist attacked me, Serendib,
openly as a “joker” for making the -
suggestion in the same comment

(e

CRI TICISM f

was derogatory of the CP, In the
comment (same as the one on the
Gall: Face Rally), I had stated that
there was a likzlihood of the CP
and NLSSP “merging” together
(b:cause Stalinism and Trotskyism
were dead) and I hinted that the
merger might take the form of a
new party with the name based on
the popular term Samas maja. This
was the cause of criticism that I
was anti-CP-because 1 had thought
of the possibility-of the name Com-
munist Party béing discarded in
favour of Samasamaja,

_This one comment about the
May Day Rally led to the mo:t
curious reactions. The friends of
the MEP thcught me pro-NLSSP,
the NLSSP journal regarded me a

_ pro-bourgeois and the CP thought
- my comments derogatory of “theit

party. Instead of trying to read
motives into my comments; I
would wish readers to take my com-
ments to be what be the reactions
of Sere.dib, the Tribune columnist,
on various top'cs of public interest.
However, I must say that -there -
are large number of readers (and
they are daily increasing) who take
me for what I am that Serendib is
a journalistic personality who seeks
to put into print his .‘reactions ' to
public matters. And what is -my
“axe” 7 Simply, I wantto see a
better Ceylon for all sections of
people inhabiting this .island. I
have so far not developed any party
affiliations or predelictions. Ifand
when I join a political party, I will
stop writing this column, but it is
unlikely I will do so because I enjoy
being a puckish spectator and will
be thoroughly unhappy to be a
participant in the political arena.
Missionaries e

The number of those who have
thought it necessary to explain my
comments as being partial and un-
fair will not be complete if I do not
refer to some gentlemen from: the
North who think thatI am hard on
the Federalists and the erring
American missionaries inJaffna for
1easons other than the good of this
country. :

I have been extremely hard, I
must confess, on all communalists,

continued on page 10
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continued from page 9 -~
- whether it be the Tri Sinhala or the
Tamil Arasu. And as for the mis-
sionaries, I have only stated what I
.-have reason to believe to be the :
* truth. If my comment, was pungent -

" at times, it cannot be said that it

‘was somhething -which has been _
specially concoctéd for the Federa-
_ list or the American missionaries,
- This autobiographical catalogue
of Serendib. will not be complete
unless 1 say that the number of
.- boquets I have received has far ex- «
- ceeded the brickbats, and that is
. perhaps the only reason why I have
- been encouraged to carry on with
_ this column. When I first started it,
it was branded as a gossip column
. #with slanderous intenf. But as time
~_went on, fhe big dailies started
similar columns in their papers.
- They even s arted to employ their
own version of Sherlock Holmes.
The short-lived Clubman on the
‘Sunday Observer had his own brand
" of snoopers,. whilst Andare ( who
chameleon-like changed from egg-
hoppers to kiribath) prides himself.

/.on his MI 5 in his interesting and

. informed column in the Sunday f

Times. .

Security -

. Speaking of Sherlock Holmes re-

minds me of a story he has brought
. me this week, It seems that a num-

ber of those gentlemen formerly in
the now disbanded Pdblic Security,
“particularly  those in the upper
brackets, are hoping to land jobs
“in a certain foreign embassy.
I'do net know the reason ‘why
these gentlemen have so much faith
“that tbe particular embassy would
favour them with jobs. But all I
can say is that this Embassy would
be most foolish to employ these
gentlemen because a suspicion -
would grow in the public mind that
this Embassy is endeavouring to set
up a parallel MI 5 in this country,
. The Embassy may help to obtain
jobs for these . persons in firms of
nationals of that country, but to
give jobs in one of its allied agencies
will create a great deal of public
disquiet. -

. The interes'ing question is what
‘the tie-up was between this foreign
embassy and these top gentlemen
of the late lamented Public Security
Department.

House Rent
~ Sherlock has also brought me the
story of how a foreign embassy has

‘10 5

contracded to pay a rent of about
Rs 2500 a month w0 a house owned
by a leading journalist in one of the
daily papers. The actual r.nt value
of the building, by 'market rates

prevailing today, Sherlock tells me, -
. Wwould be anything from Rs 800 to

Rs 1250°* But why pay about Rs
2500 a ‘month ? - It would be inter-
Testing to know how may years rent
was paid in advance ? And as a re-
sult of such payment, how much of
the loan on which this' building
was erected has been paid up ?
Iam all for getting high rents
from foreigners who can afford it (I
have the ‘mentality of the tout in
the Fort who harasses the * tourist
in these matters) but what intrigues

~me'is why this particular embassy

was persuaded to pay so much,
Sherlock may have got “the figure
R 2500 wrong, but if he -has erred
“he assures me it will be not in the
matter of tupees but only cents.

Housing Loans

Journalists seem to be a favoured
“tribe; that is journalists working on
the big daily papers. They seem
to be getting all the boquets whilst
.the brickbats seem to be speeially
reserved for those working for the
smaller weeklies which have a vigo-
rous point of view,

A friend has mentioned that
it would be an interesting insight
into the manner the Housing Loans
Scheme operated (at the beginning)
to investigate the number of housing
loans granted to newspapermen,
Whether it was due to the fact that

newspaper people are alert, cr for
sorue other less palatable reason, it
secnis. to be a fact that among the
ficst big schemes sanctioned by the
old regime were housingloans (even
for rent purchase  societ es)
for journalists in Lake House.

. Whereas thousands of others were

* kept waiting (delays often attentuat-

ed by problems of probing title),
gentlemen of the Lake House Fourth
Estate had their applications rushed
through with the same spe:d and
expediency which only UNP <tal-

© -warts receivad,

Lake House

And, mention of Lake House
reminds me that thereis a storm
brewing up among the heirs and
successors of the late D. R. Wije-
wardene which might result In liti-
gation (unless a compromise is

~ effected earlier) with far reaching -

consequences. Already cne con.
ference of - lawyers, representing
various members of the family, has
been held with a view to settling
the “dispute.” But from what
Sherlock Holmes tells me, a
settlement is still nut in sight.

This blow=up in Lake - House is
one of the curious repercussions of
the change of government. I hope
to be able to give mor: information
about the happenings in the premier
newspaper set-up shortly, unless of
course the news gets spotlighted
before by action in court.
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TAMIL ARASU

COMMUNALISM

Tribune *has received a
number of letters from Tamil
Arasu sympathisers. Owing to

“ pressure of space we cannot
publish them all, but the one
aprearing on this page is
typical. The logic is the
familiar echo of communal
hysteria. “*Citizen™ ¢S well as
other Tamil Arasu sympathi
sers make the mistake of an-
alysing the situation in Ceylon
from a racial angleand not on
an economic basis and thereby
fall into the dangerous pitfall
of communalism. Further-
more, the motive force behind
Tamil communal politics in
this country has for decades
been the ideology of the
public servants and their blind
obsession for . maintaining
their status®quo. Unable to .
maintain the priveleged posit-
ion enjoyed by them under
the British colonialists, Tamil
public servants today want to
re-create a similar privileged
position in a Federal State of
Tamilnad,

A racialist approach has
many superficial attractions to
the frustrated, butit cannot
solve any basic problems, A
Federal State or even a Tamil-
nad cannot solve any of the
economic problems. Will the
exploitation of the under-
privileged and the have-nots
be any different under Tamil
Arasu Kadchi or the United
National Party — both parties
having one thing in common
in that they had no economic
programmes (in spite of loud
protestations to the contrary).

The Ilankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi
(F.P, as how Tribune calls it) seems
to be the target of Serendib. In the
last two issues especially he has
taken great pains to tell his readers
of the danger of ‘communalism’
as how sometime back the Lake
House warned its readers of
“Marxists”. “No amount of threats”
can change his attitude.” Mr, S. W,
R. D. Bandaranaike talks about
Switzerland of the East. What is
the ‘kind of government there ?

' May 19, 1956

Who began to speak of Switzerland
first? Is it Mr.
S.W.R.D?

Within a couple of weeks every-
where there seems to be Sinhal se
Only, whether in Parliament, Radio
Ceylon-or replies to people in the
North, Overnight Ceylon which
has been hithérto secular |as now
turned into a Buddhist state. Mino-
rities are not to be found in the
Cabinct. Not a single. M., P. from
the Nothernand Eastern Provioces
is to be found in the Govertment
benches. Don't you think that for
the first time an important section
of the population is without any
representation at the Governmental
level? The lat two reasons are
quite adequate to expose the carnard
that the M.E.P. regime is a ““Peoples
regime”. Our Government is no-
thing but a “Sinhalese Communal
Government™,

Apprehension

I hope Serendib would appreciate
the apprehension of the [amils,
The U.N.P. during the election op-
enly said that they had disfranch-
ised the *“Indians’ so that six
more Sinhalese M.Ps. would be in
Parliament. Regarding the language
issue they said that even though
the Leftists and people like Mr., S.
W. R. D. clamoured for a switch
over to Swabasha they had purpo-
sely avoided it so that at a later
stage “Sinhalese Oaly’ could be in-
troduced. Even in the flag issue
the U. N. P. .had shown nothing
more than rank communalism. The
U.N.P. leaders who professed to be
“‘National” in outlook were com-
munal at heart. All the a surances
of more moderate Sinhalese leaders
to allay the fears of minorities have
gone overboard. As far as the
Tamils are concerned the U, N, P.
secretly plotted against them and
now the reactionary M. E, P. is
openly doing things to complete
the work began by the U.N.P, that
is to make Ceylon a Sinhalese Bud-
dhist Republic. The Tamils never
trusted and can never trast Mr. S,
W. R.D. who has been shouting
hoarse right through out about
Sinhalese and Buddhism.

Asregards the other progressive
forces they just cannot unite until
there is difference between Trotsk-

S.J, V..or Mr.

ism and Stalinism (or comi-nurism s

By the time they come to power

there would be nothing to fight; for
there would be a *Sinhalese Rud-
dhist Republic’’ firmly rooted. This
is no fantastic imagination nor

+ halluciva ion as how. you would

like us to believe, but grim reality.
Unlike the U.N.P, the M.E.P. is
exiremely difficult to dislodge. The
U.N.P, was bothered a>out the im-
perialists but the M, E, P. is all out
to solve all the problems of S.nha.
lese Buddhists who are a prepond.nt
majority. '
Realisation

The Federal Party had realiséd
long ago the designs of the Sinha-
lese leaders. They knew that co-ops
eration would only lead to liquidat«
ion and extinction of the rac al and
religious minorities. It is an organ-
isation that was formed out of the
racial and rciigious minorijties, It is
an organisation that was formed
out of sheer ncozssity. At no stage
did it ever even attempt to betray
those who had placed confidence
on it, It hasan unblemished record.
It does not want the division of t. e
country, All it wanis is the establish- -
ment ot a Federal State taking' its
model as Switzerland., Though it
has a clear cut economic program
and other solutions to social evils
it is forced by circumstances to pay
attention to other pressing prob-
lems like the language issue.

To the Tumils Serendib is another
“Political Correspondent” whose -
‘poisonous pen’ is dangerous to
their just cause. ”
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- Rev. Bunker

-continued from page 6

‘environment in which they hve
Hence the American missionaries
in"the North have their own per-
.sonal views on the politics of this

country. But not one of them- has

-expressed his views publicly at any
-time or sought to influence the

course of the elections one way or
the other. They have been discreet-

_ly silent.

2. Rev. S, K. Bunker was a
silent spectator like his fellow-

. missionaries and was far from “acti-
vely and op: nly” canvassmg for -

Federalists Candidates.” The Coll-
ege closed on the 28th. of March
and he did - postpone his departure
to Kodaikanal. The. Bishop was

ill and Mr. Bunker was acting as
; In this capacity’
he tad an important: duty to per-
form Mr, & Mis.
. who medical missionaries — were
_arriving from America to join the
. Mission.
‘had to conduct the Installation Ser-

its ‘Commissary.

Wagstaﬁ‘ —

Hospitals. Mr. Bunker

vice. He went to Colombo to re-
ceive them, The Service was held
on the 2nd. of April and Mr. Bun-
ker flew to Kodaikanal on the

.morning of the 5th. This was five

‘half lakhs

! St
days before the Jaffna elections.
Hence it is not correect that he post-
poned his departure in order to be
in Jaffna for the elections.

3. Jaffna Coll:ge is an institut-
ion noted and acclaimed for the

: freedom of thought and speech that

it allows to all its members. This
has been its cherished virtue. It is
not possible for Mr. Bunker or
anybody else to regiment the staff
into any one way of thinking or
acling on vital matters, It is well
known that there were teachers for
and against the Federal cause. It
is not true that Jaffra College took
any part in the elections as an in-
stitution.

4, “Aid from the U.S.;’ may be

different from “US. Aid"™ but
Jaffna College receives neither.
During the latter part of the-last
century money was collected - in
England and America for Jaffna
College. This was wisely invested
in America. Therejs a Board of
Trustees handling the investments.
What Jaffna College gets annually
is the income from its own funds.
It is not aid from anybody. To
clear a misapprebens on without
letling out any secret, Jafina College
receives a little less than one and a
annually. The state-

g R e L
a

ment abouf six to eight lakhs
apparently refers to th: Building
Grant recenily received from the
Board of Trustees from accumulat-
ed reserves. This is the first time
such a grant has come. It certainly
is not an annual feature. The
statement that “(here is a suspicion
that the money is not being spent
entircly for elucational purposes™
is only a suspicion and nothing
more. :

We miy not like the foreign
policy of tte Americin Government
or the pait played by the State
D:parlment through its agents in
this country. But it will be wrong
to identify every individual Ameri-
can here or in America with the
utate Department or John Foster
Dulles. There are good people and
bad in America just as in any other
part of the world. Mr. Bunker is
one of those good people who have
come this way. Plato said, “When
men speak il of thee, live so that
nobody will believe them.” Those
who know Mr. Bunker will not
believe what has been said of him.
I have in mind those who may not
know him.

Yours -étc.,
Tellippalai, L PaT,

8-5-56
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Asia

Foundation

continued from page 5

to restrictions which prohibit use of
their funds for political purposes.

Only the Ford, Rockfeller and
Asia Foundations are at present
making extensive grants in Asia,
Of these only The Asia Founda-
tipn maintains an office and ex-
tends assistance to Ceylon.

Activitics $

In Ceylon, The Asm Found izion
has awarded substantial grants to
assist vocational training of youth,
training of village workets, publica-
tion of inexpensive Sinhalese litera-
ture, training of social workers and
representation of Ceylon civic
groups at international conferences
of voluntary_ agencies concerned
with educational, cultural, and so-
cial problems.

In the cultural sphefe the Foun-
dation has contributed extensively
to the development of a theatre
for cultural performacrces, and to
groups promoting Sinhalese dance,
music and drama,

The Asia Foundation counts
among its most significant projects
a gift of printing presses to the trade
unions of Pakistan to facilitate pro,
duction of workers’ education mate-
rials, and to the Buddhist Sasana
Council of Burma for production
of educational literature for schools,
In Malaya the Foundation supports
the Public Library Association of
Malaya in its efforts to establish
and supply village libraries. An
entire library selected by the Car-
negic Endowment for International
Peace was presented to India by the
Foundation at the request of [ndian
authorities. As part of its work to-

_wards promoting American under-
standing of Asia, the Foundation is
assisting three Burmese scholars to
Jecture in the United States on Bur-
mese culture. At th: present mo-

‘May 19, 1956

e

ment there is being ‘held in “the
U.8.A., under the joint patronage of
the Foundatlon and UNESCO, a
seminar of renowned Asian and
American intellectudls on the subject
of Asian-American cultural similari-
ties and differences.

De Toqueville, the famous French
writer, obsefved after visiting
America many years ago that
Americans have the peculiar habit
of organising all manner of citizens
groups (without so much as. requ-
esting leave from the authorities) to

set about work th=y cansidet in-

portait,  The Amoricaa’ Foun:la-
tions are aa examplz of this gl
enzy. Viewzd in I;tus light The Asia
Foundation can be regarded as an
unique expression of the iaterest of
the American people in their fellow
man in Asia — an expression whlch
will no doubt find a sincere response

as the work of the Foundation and
its nature become more generally ¢

known.

To be concluded next wek -
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activities and influenc: to ths
English - speaking se:tion of tha
Church; while tie swabasha spsak-
ing * members, at any ra‘e in the
South, are left unnourished, witl~
out any literature and without any
opportunity of sharing in the life
and thought of the Church outsid
their own restricted congregations

Hitherto when we have wanted
tu gauge the strength of th: Church
and the ‘nfluence ‘it wields, we
have looked at the size of our
English congregations, and in our
complacency been satisfied with
what we saw. Henceforth in the
new Ceylon it will be the swabasha
speaking Church alone which will
be able to speak to the nation. If
it dies, then the Church in Ceyion
dies.

.

But these things need not happen,
Toynbee, in his Study of History
has shown that the challienge of
overwhelming ditficulty, when it
comes to a people may work their
destruction, or many prove to be
the creative hour of their salvation.
This may prove to be the Church’s
¢reative hour in Ceylon if it takes
seriously the challenge of the pres
sent hour and turns its energy and
resources to that which should al-
Ways have been its major concetn
—the planting of an indigenous
Church which. has no baftiers, lin-
guistic, economic or cultural, be-

£
z
z
=
=
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tween itself and the people of the
land. To do that will involie a
radical , changz of the whole stra-
tegy of the Church’s mission. The
nature of the change becomes clear-
er when we begin to ask ourselves
a few questions :

. 1. How far does a theological
education in English on a western
syllabus equip a man to speak
meaningfully to a Sinhalese villager,
a Tamil estate labourer, a Govern-
ment scheool teacher with leftist
leanings, or a Buddhist monk ?

2 How can a congregation in a
Sinhalese-speaking village be nur-
tured when the only riodern litera-
ture available to it comes from non-
Christian sources ?

3. How can the few Christians

who are in fact ‘alongside’  their
fellow countrymen in thought and
manner of life, help th&€ Church to
get alongside also, when all the
chief offices, lay and clerical, are re-
served for those who can speak
English ?

4. Which is more valuable for
a minister of the Church in modern
Ceylon,—a scho'arship in Amerjca,
Or a year’s expericnce of the evan-
geliztic methods in an indigenous
church which is carrying on the
most exciting bit of evangelism
which is being done in Asia — the
Batak Church of Indonesia ?

3. Which 15 more likely to
appeal to the people of the country
— our present institutions (schools,
guilds, fellowship and conferences
— all exact replicas of their paral-
lels in England) or an ashram where
men live in a community in which
the simp'est villager will feel at
home ?

6. What are we going to do
about it ?

So radical a change of policy will
not. be easy. It will be opposed by
“the old school tie” (one- of the
things we imported from England
along with the cricket bat), by those
who have ambitions for scholar-
ships in America, by all who equ-
ate middle-class respectability with
Christian culture, and By all who
forget that when the Church's prea-
ching has ceased to be manifestly
good news to the villager and the
labourer it has ceased to preach the
Gospel. ‘But opposition or no,
change there has to be. Once
again, in the events of this year,

- God has appeared to His people

saying, “‘See, L huve set before thee

this day life and death: therefore
choose life that ye may live”,
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vnofficial slaughtering would flouri-
sh and that thereby many diseased
and unfit animals would be killed
and the meat sold to the public.

Whilst the sentiments of the
Buddhist people regarding their
religion is respected by all cections,
it has been pointed that to enforce
meatlessness would be to impose
one’s beliefs on another and at the
same time penalise fresh meat
eaters fas those who are used to
cold stores meat would not be
affected). Furthermore, such a ban
is regarded as a step in the dir:ction

.-of taking this country aldag he

-path leading to making it a
Buddhist State. :

. Other observers are of the view
that this- enthusiasm for banning
meat, and practically everything
associated with the West, 1s only
the first phase of a resurgent
nationalism.

Infliction
As this go to press, ‘a news re-

e P ———

port has dppéared that the ﬁrfa}'c‘ar .

of Colombo has succeeded in per-
suading the butchers in Colombo'to
“voluntarily’ agree not jo slaughter

- any cattle during Wesak time.

Itis felt by many that this is only
another way of getting round the
issue. Why should countless thou-
sands be penalised, they ask, in
order to satisfy the sentiments of a
particular = teligious community,
even if they be in a numerical
majority ?

The question has also been raised
as to why the.prohibition is only con
fined to meat of cattle. If the ob-
jection is to taking of life, what
about, fish is the query? Should
there not be a ban on fishing ?

A cynic has remarked  that there
is no killing involved in fishing and
the supply of fish for the table, A
fish or even a shoal of them die of
their own accord when they are
taken out of the water. It is a kind

.of voluntary suicideto satisfy the

palate of human beings !
Language
Mr. L. H. Mettananda, according

to a press report in the UDaily-
News, wants a Sinhalese Only

ey

“bill which gives no rights what-

ever to the Tamil language, He -
objects to any kind of concession
to the Tamil language and his
interpretation of what the Premier
promised to the Eksath Bikshu
Peramuna is interpreted to suit

~ his owh arguments. It must be reme-

mbered, according to a numb:r of
persons, connected with the MEP,
that the election manifesto of the
MEP made it quite clear that the
reasonable use of the Tamil langu-
age and the minority rights will
be adequately safeguarded. "

It has also been pointed out that
it is the Lake house press which is -
spotlighting the most reactionary
trends in the language controversy
and is providing the greatest pube
licity to men like Mettananda to
sabotage any attempt :to arrive at
a reasonable solution of the matter,
It was Lake House it will be remem-
bered, that firse triggered the
language issue in an attempt to
‘‘oust” the Lert. Now the sams
weapon is being used to str up
trouble against *‘Communaists”, and
Communalists have been thrown in

for gcod measure,
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