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. FIFTEEN CENTS

~ SECOND KILN

U.N. Expert’s Views

A fortnight ago we published an

article by our

Special Correspondent who, after a careful analysis of

the economics

of the present cement factory

at KKS

and the future demand for cement in the Island, came
to the conclusion that the Government's decision to

abandon the original plan to

double the output of the

present cement factory by installing another Kkiln was
based more on political considerations than economic

realities.

Our Correspondent pointed out
that the cement factory is now
earning substantial profits and
this could be more than dcubled
with asecond kiln in production.
He also urged 1hat the Govern-
ment, instead of repeating ad
nausum the argument that trant=
port is a major obstacle to any
further expansion at KKS, should
immediately encourage and develcp
coastal shipping, which would cut
down the cost of transport by more
than half the present rates.

He also drew attention to the
fact that the demand for cement in
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Ceylon is bound to rise very rapidly
in the future and by 1960 it would
reach the figure of nearly 600,000
tons per annum; and to meet this
demand six additional factories
each of the capacity of the present
one at KKS will be needed.

Tribune now understands that
the same conclusions have been
reached by one of the top United
Nations Experts in Ceylon who has
just submitted his report to the
Government. This expert has been
in the Island for over four years
and has been associated, in one
way or another, with the various
industrial projects undertaken by
the Government, In addition, dur-
ing the past two years he had ex-
e cised overall supervision' over the
Government Cement Factory at
KKS and can, thesefore, claim to
speak with authority.

EXHAUSTIVE

We gather that his report on the
Cement Factory is an exbaustve
one and that his argumentsfor instal-
ling ajsecond kiln at KKS are based
onincontrovertible facts.We also ga-
ther that he has warned the Govern
ment that all its development plans
for the future will be severely han-
dicajped for want of cement un-
{ess 'the ~Government, takes imme-
diale | stepscnop only to instal a
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second kiln at KKS but also to
initiate surveys both in the Putta.
lam and Ambalangoda areas with
a view to establishing two more
factories.

Certain interested and influential
parties are still calculating on the
assumption that if the production at
KKS is frozen at its present level
the Government will not withdraw
the present import duty on cement,
Behind this protective barrier these
gentlemen hoped to amass a big
fortune in double quick time. It is
understood that they had the active
support of certain Government coffis
cials who were in a position to in-
fluence Governmeni  policy. This
would explain why the orixinal plan
to instal a second kiln at KKS hes
been obstructed so long. :

Even from the point of view of
political expediency, the M. E, P,
Government will be committing a
grave blunder if it:does not revise
its decision regarding the second
kiln. Its present decision will not
only strengthen the hands of the
extremists in the North but also,
what is more important, impede
economic development in the
Island.
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CLIFTON WEBB
English, at the NEW OLYMPIA

The first moments of this film
were for me memorable, T don’t
remember a more effective beginn-
ing-—for a long time. There is a
beautiful shot of a quiet sea beating
and receding on a lonely beach
which stretches right across the
cinemascopic screen. A dark object
is seen in the water; it moves hither
and thither by the ebb and flow. It
is a dead body. There are no sound
effects The silence gives the scene a
peculiar eerie effect. And upon this
background, like a rude interrupt-
ion, appears the who’s who of the
film,

And so we get away into a story
~— quite authentic, we are told —
of how a dead body was used by
the British to hoodwink the Ger-
mans in the last war., Now I enjoy
a good war yarn and the British
tell one very well, Although one
may be sure in these stories of In-
telligence, all the intelligence is one
side and all the nincompoopery on
the other, generally across the
Channek The film follows the
familiar pattern. There is the ori-
ginal idea. There is the genius or
the brains behind it. Thereis tke
entire bureaucracy of the War
Office or the Admiralty or whatever
it may be, turning up a very super-
ior nose and shaking a very dubious
head at a most fantastic and non-
sensical plan. The whole thing is of
course utterly chimerical and cranks

will be cranks. The bright idea is
soon on the point of being flattened
out of existence by brass ha‘s con-
tinually sitting upon it.

But you can’t keep a good man
down. Nor a good idea either,
Right, like murder, will out. Atleast,
the brick walls begin to crumble a
bit. But only to prove once and for
a'l how absurdly unworkable the
idea is. Well, after much trial error
and disappointment, it works. And
the War Office and the Admiralty
are certain that they knew it all tha

A

THE MAN WHO NEVER WAS

with the nonchalance of a Battle of
Britain pilot. But the Jerries are not
s0.clever after all. The spy O K’s
time. Why, it was as plain as a
pikestaff. The idea here isa dead

body. Now although death is a

very old fashion, a dead body is
evidently something quite original.
Although I’ve never tried to get one
myself, I nevertheless appreciate
the difficulties of those who try to.
There is a terrifying sanctity about
a cadaver which is difficult to ex-
plain. People simply will not give
up their dead. The problem be-
comes doubly difficult when the
body has to have certain attributes
and specifications as recommended
by Sir Bernard Spilsbury.

However, as the story cannot pro-
ceed without one, one is got. They
christen it, Preserve it in ice. Cloth
itin the uniform of an officer of the
Royal Marines. Plantit with a
whole Iot of misleading documents
and ditch it into the sea off the
cost of Portugal. In due course the
dead man begins to tell his tales.
But strange to say the Germans
have indeed a glimmer of intellj-
gence. They don’t swallow the bait
whole. They even send a spy over
who walks into war-torn Dover
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Major Martin — for such was the
name of the man who never was —
and so en.ures the final destruction
ofthe Third Reich. The film dawd-
les a bit. But on the whole con-
trives to be quite British and come
petent.
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By Art Shields

American Suez

One can understand John Foster
Dulles’ anguish about Suez. He
knows the idea of nationalization
cangravel fast. And Egypt’s ex-
ample is being talked about by the
peoples of the Middle East, where
Yankee oil drains rich Arab

But Dulles is worried about the
Western Hempisphere too. Ideas can
leap over oceans as well as desert
sands. And Egypt’s example fits
the needs of distressed American
lands. So Ike’s unhappy Secretary
of State may see a powerful move-
ment ricing in Chile and Peru for
the palionalization of the American
Copper Trust mines before long.

And he may hear voices in Venez- -

uela demanding the ownership of
the fabulous South' American oil
fields,.....He remembers that Mexi-
co title to her oil fields long ago.

Stolen

The Panama Canal zone is stolen
property. It was stolen from the
Republic of Columbia by U.S. Mari-

nes. And the theft was admitted by .

President **Big Sticks’ Teddy Roose-
velt in his arrogant boast: I took
the Canal Zone, and let Congress
debate ; while the debate goes on, the
Canal goes on to.”

No one is better informed about
this crime than John Foster Dulles
himself. For the records of the
theft can be found in Dulles’ law
offices at 48 Wall'Street. Those are
the offices of Sullivan & Cromwell,
the biggest law firm of imperial
finance. And the theft was directed
by Dulles’ chief patron, who hired
him and pushed him along. That
was William Nelson Cromwell, who
headed the law firm until - Dulles
took his place, f

The story goes back to 1880,
when a French firm began digging
the ditch undera treaty with Colum-
bia, The company was headed by
Ferdinand De Lesseps, the aged
promoter, who had directed the
project at Suez. And the human
cost was frightful indeed.

De Lesseps cared little for lives.
One hundred and twenty thousand
Egyptians perished at Suez. And
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.dents dance to his tune.

22,000 new graves were dug on the
Panama Isthmus in 10 years. Many
victims were West Indian "Negroes.
For that terrible tropical pestilence
— Yellow Fever—took its deadliest
toll from these poorest paid workers.

Then De Lesseps went bust,
Another company—The New Pana-
ma Carnal Company — was formed
with the help of American financu.
And Cromwell came into the pic-
ture as company lawyer and polit-
ical guide.

Cromwell was hired for his in-
fluence in Washington. He knew
how to make Senators and Presi-
And his
job was to unload the New Panama
Canal Co., with its rusting and
worthless machinery, on the Ameri-
can Government for all the trdffic
would bear.

Bribes

The job wasn’t easy, American
engineers favored the easier route
along Nicaragua’s lakes and rivers.
So Cromwell decided to softea the

‘way to Panama with bribes.

Suez is very much in the
-news, but many forzet that
the U.S.A. too has a Suez
of its own. This article tells
the story of how Wall St. “‘ac-
quired” the Panama Canal for
the U.S.A. Tt focusses atten-
tion on a problem that is 1 ke-
ly to become an international
problem sooner or later.

The size of the bribe fund can
only be guessed. Henry Watterson,
the noted editor of the Louisville
Courier-Journal of the dav, (esti-
mated that “twenty millions (in
bribés) went to the grey wolves of
the U.S. Senate.” This may be an
exaggerated figure, but some small-
er items have been officially ad-
mitted.

Thus Cromwell gave dollars 60,000
to the Republican campaign fund
in 1900, when McKinley and Roose-
velt were running against Bryan,
the anti-imperialist candidate, And.
he gave it for a price. The price
was a plank in the Republican
platform, calling for a canal through
Panama, instead of Nicaragua.

The money was paid to Senator
Mark Hanna, the Cleveland cap-
italist, who managed the campaign.

continued on page 340
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American Suez
(continued from page 339)

Another dollars 100,000 was spent
on the Jake Panama ‘‘Revolution”
of November, 1903. Tl.e Co.umbia
Senate had 1efused to ratify a tiezty
sanctioning the Isthmus Canal. The
terrs were too cheap; Columbia’s
sovereignty would be tossed away,
and Columbian
was strongly agajnst it,”” the Amer-
ican Minister to Bogata admitted
in a3 dispatch to the State Depart-
ment.

So Cromwell fbegaau:n plotting his
Panama ‘‘Revolution.” The plot
was worked out in dczens of con-

-fidential talks in tte White House _

and Senate Offi.e Building. And
the firm of Sullivan & Cromwell

concentrated on 1his dirty job for .

months.

“Two of our partners were con-
stantly traveling belween New York
and Washington, > said Cromwell
later. “They were often occupied
for days, sometimes weeks, in con-
ferences with the Secretary of State,
Party leaders in Washington, and
with the President himself.

Puppet

Cromwell’s puppet was a dis-
credited Columbia politician, name-
ed Manuel Amador, who lived at
Panama City. He was promised
the p esidency of the new puppet
Republic. And he.was told (o wait
for orders from Washington,

The final orders were®not trans-
mitfed by Cromwell himself, The
wily lawyer stayed behind the
scenes. And he let a French ad-
venturer, named Philippe Bunau-
Varilla, who have been connected
with the Panama company, send
ihe flash.

“public opinion

The flash came after Amador had

“distributed the dollars 100,000 bribe
money to a string of petty politi-

cians and local Army officers.

And the flag of the puppet Pan-
ama Republic was rajsed over Pan=
ama City.

That flag was made by a New
York woman in a litile Hudson
River town and shipped to Panama
City. Bunau-Varilla boasted how
he got the woman to do it, in an
interview with Editdr Barron of
the Wall Street Journel many years
Jater. And the French adventurer
bragged that he had suppled the
“revolutionists’
tution as well.
batim from
Cuba.

® was copied ver-
the Constitution . of

This imported flag was hoisted
on Nov. 3, 1903, as the Cruiser
Nashville was steaming into the

harbour of Colon. Commander Hub-

bard had orders to protect the pup-
pets against the 500 Columbian
troops, who had lapded in the port.

He did that by posting a force
of blugjackets and Marines in fron-
of the railroad station. The Colum
bian troops were now unable to
proceed to Panama City to put
down the insurrection without a
battle with the American Navy,

. The battle would have been hope-
less. Seven more Naval ships were
on the way—the Battleship Wyoms
Ing among them. And the helpless
Columbian general was soon arrest-
ed by the Panama puppets. Teddy’s
““Big Stick™ had won.

Waskington wasted no time in
legalizing the theft The Amador
Junta was recognized as the “de

with their Consti-

~ nau Varilla. It gave

facto” government on November 6,
t' ree days afier the coup. “De jur>’
recognition followed on Novemb:r
13

Treaty

Next came the signing of the.
Panama Canal treaty. [t was signed
by John Hay, Roosevelt’s Secretary
of State, and the new minister from
Panama—the Frenchman, Bunau-
Varilla. And—shameful to tell—the
ink for this stolen goods treaty came
from anink well left by Abraham
Lincoln.

The treaty was drafted by Bu-
the United

continued on page 350
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BHIKKHU PERAMUNA—A4

LAST

The mud slinging, which started
with the Mettananda’s letter of
September 4, came 10 an end with
Mettananda’s final reply published
on September 15. In the ten days,
in which the chief sponsors of the
erstwhile EBP indulged in furious
attacks against each other, the last
nail, was driven into the coffin of
the EBP. Only a miracle can revive
the EBP now.and restore it to the.
prest:ge and glory it enjoyed during
the April elections and for a short
time thereafter.

Mettananda’s reply was a master-
piece in the art of polemics. The
priests had no reply for it. This is
how Mettananda opened his attacky

* My critics, Hevanpola Ratana-

sara Thero, Talpawila Seelawansa
Thero and Mahapitigama Buddha-
rakkhita Thero, bring to my mind
the old fairy tale of Hans Andersen
where a foolish king duped by clever
imposters paraded the streets naked
thinking that he was wearing the
most gorgeous apparel. Everyone
anxious to please the king praised
the imaginary clothes unti a child
brought all the pretence Lo an end
by shouting “Why he is, quite nak-
ed.” Substitute dussila monks for
the king, their yellow robes for the
imaginary clothes and me for the
child and thére is a modern version
of the story. There is, however, a
difference, the king in the fairy tale
was discreet enough to'turn and run
and saved further problems. No
one asked the child to recant.

«The thesis I sought to establish
in my letter of 4th September was
that the immoral government hav-
ing been expelled by the bhikkhus,
it was time for them to cleanse their
own ranks of immoral monks. A
yellow robe no more makes a Bud-
dhist monk than the proverbial
black cowl his Christian counter-
part. 1 have not been told I am
wrong, but I have been ordered to
recant. ;

Recent why ?

“Let me see what I can recant of
the statement I made in my letter.
Shall 1 stoutly deny that the Bud-
dha placed a high value on the: dis=
cipline of his order? If my critics
help me with a declaration that the
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By PERTINAX

NAIL

Vinaya is apocryphal, I would have
some chance of recanting my sta'e-
ment. Shall 1say that the Arah-
ants at the First Council did not
declare that the Vinaya was the life
of the Buddha's religion and as
long as ihere was Vinaya, the re-
ligion would last?
would re-write the early history of
Buddhjsm omitting this incident. I
would have some chance of recants
ing.

“Coming down to more recent
events, it is certainly not possibls
for me to recant my statement that
certain bhikkhus sent a letter to the
Prime Minister using the signature-
franks of certain other bhikkhus,
who were at the time over a thou-
sand miles away. Nor is it possible
for me to recant what I said about
the applicatjon for a Buddhist monk
to go on a scholarship to a number
of places including the Papal Semi-
nary at Rome which cited as a
qualification that he was the joint
secretary of the E.B.P. ‘And lastly
can I honestly say that the Bud-
dhists do not disapprove the con-
duct of the dussila monks? AS

these are facts, 1 do not see what

"I can possibly recant.”

If ‘my critics

PeriinaX concludes his series
on the Eksath Bhikkhu Pera-
muna with article in which he
refers to Mettananda’s final
reply. Pertinax believes that
at least for a time the menace
of “yellow-robed racialists”’
has disappeared from the
political arepa in this coun-
try.

Then, point by point, Mettanan-
da took the charges made against
him and with consummate skill in
the technique of casuistry he demo-
lished his critics. In regard to the
main charge of a secret hankering
after office, Mettananda had this to
say :

«| find that my critics have hur-
led a torren® of abuse at me. This
is in keeping with the practice of .
the bad advocate who believes when
you have no case, abuse. I am told
1 have undergone a metamorphosis
of late. 1am a buffoon, a tiger, a
clown, a hypocrite,a laughing-stock,
an eccentric opportunist, an ultra- .
extremist-nationalist. 1 am mad for
revenge, boiling with anger, burst-
ing with batred, scorchi g with
envy, now atiacking the Catholic
Church, now the Prime Minister
and now the Sangha. I ama dan-
gerous man, disrupting society, dis=
rupting the government, disrupting
the Sangha. This lastisa sad in

*coniiuued on ‘page 342
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Bhikkhu Peramuna
(contnived from page 341)

sult to the Sangha, if my critics
think that my statement that the
Sangha should be clesnsed of dus-
sila monks is going to cause disrup-
tion !

Office

“The reason alleged for this mera-
morphosis is that 1 failed to get
into the Cabinet through the back=
door. Iam grateful that Hempita-
gedera Gnanaseeha Thero has najl-
ed this canard to the counter and
he knows me better than any other
of the Peramuna. Gnanaseeha
Thero, who went to see the Prime
Minister at Horagolla on April 9
wrote to the Press on September 9
as follows :—

‘Mr. Mettananda did not sum-
mon the bhikkhus t6 his residence
for the purpose of getting himself
recommended for the office of
Minister of Education nor did
he make any endeavour towargs
that end.’

i “lam accused of hyprocrisy, the
| allegation being that although I
publicly declare that 1 have no
personal ambition to achieve, yet
I am secreily seeking office. The
facts are these. In early May, I
was offered the
Plenipotentiary in Burma, carrying
an annual salary of Rs. 33,350 with
other allowances and diplomatic
| privileges. The idea of serving in
| @ Buddhist country whic' has dome
{80 much for Buddha sasang appeal-
ed to me. Biit I pointed out to the
Prime Minister that as the two main
1ssues — the language jssue and the
Buddhist issue in which I was in=
{eresied — were not yet settled. [
felt it my duty to be'in Ceylon to
light those issues.”

After stating why he had support-
¢d the Jayasuriya fast and repying
10 charges made against him, Metta-
fanda concludes on a high note:

“And so I may return 2 my
thesis which I feel has been discreet-
¥ left alone by my critics, The
nass of abuse that has been hurled
bay have obliterated it somewhat
it of my reader’s mind and that

i why 1 have re-stated it. The Dasa
lanatha or Ten Point Programme
> which the three worthies ment.
med above subscribed has as the
eond point.

“To fight against evil, what-
‘ever and in whatever guise it pre-
isents itself.

post of Minister -

¥l am sufe fany Buddhist lay.
man share with-me {he view that
we would like to fight evil most
when it appears disguised within
the folds of a yellow robe. Let us
fight the evil in the palatial man-
sion in which we may meet it, in
the limousine car and on broad
acres which are very remote from
the path Buddha trod, Let us ra-
ther dje fighting than yield to this
evil, for as the Buddha said:

“In the struggle (with Mara),
I prefer to die rathcr than to live
as hjs slave,

“May this Buddha Jayanthi year,
a year of prophesy, fulfil itseif as
regards all matters both within and
without the Sangha,”

Though Mettananda had the best
of the fray with the three knight
Warrigrs (in  yellow robes) of the
MEP, the public was al] along con-
scious that it was Mettananda him-
self who had created the Eksath
Bhikkhu Peramuna, Realising the
possibilities of priestly influence in
the present siage of development in
Ceylon, Mettananda Started  the
Sangha Sabhys Jor the priests. His
method was the old one of indirect
influence on politics and “politicians
without any direct Intereference.

However, when a rival organisat-
ion, the All-Ceylon Congress of
Bhikkhus, was started with an open-
ly avowed political Programme,
Mettananaa achieved a Uunited
““election front” in the shape and
form of the EBP, The election front
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worked wonders and contributed
a great deal the downfall of the
U.N.P.

Ciash :

But, it was inevitable, that when
the elections were over, the two
constituents parts of the ERP should
clash. Their aims may have been
the same, but their methods were
radically and totally different,
Whilst the Mettananda group
sought to achieve (he hegemony cof
Sinhalese Buddhists through the cry
of a united Sinhalese (Ceylonese)
nation by insidious methods of pro=
paganda (embodied in the Buddhist
Commission report) and secret pre-
ssurising of politicians jn power to
resort to unobstrusive administra
tive activn to “liquidate” al| who
stood in the way of a Buddhist
Sinhala Ceylon, the Buddkarakkhita
section endeavoured to achieve the
same objective through the smokes-
creen of a seemingly progressive
socialist programme embodjed in
their Ten Demands (Command-
ments) backed by demogogy and
rabble-rousing of the worst kind,
Buddharakkhita and crowd also
believed in flaunting  whatever
power and influence they had in an
ostentatious manner,

It bhas been mentioned that
Mettananda and hijs friends, in fact,
disliked the radical political pro-
gramme which the Buddharakkhita
group sought to promote, Even if
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Perhaps the most significant event
in the last fortnight was the Jaya-
suriya visit to Jaffna. The AMorning
Times columnist Alice (Through the
Looking Glass) commented on the
courage of this quiet little lieuten-
ant of Bandaranaike walking into
the lion’s den in Jaffpa,

Home Minister Jayasuriya was
the first from the Bandaranaike
Cabinet to pay an official visit to
Jaffna after the Sinhala Only Bill
was passed. It was also significant
that the Minister, who is perhaps
the closest colleague of the Pre-
mier, went to Jaffna, The wisit
was looked upon as a preliminary
to bringing about better relations
between the Tamils and the pre-
sent Government.

Black Flags

Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam and his
followers greeted the Ministerial
Party with black flags. This deci-
sion by the Member by Jaffna is
said to have originated after -it
was known that the Federal Party
had decided to “co-operate in admi-
nistrative matters’’, while boycotting
the Minister socially and otherwise.
One would have thought that the
Federal Party action would have
been more consistent with its policy
if it had welcomed the Minister so-
cially but boycotted him in adminis-
trative matters (until Federalism
was granted). But the ways of the
Federal Party are sometimes unpre-
dictable, and G. G. Ponnambalam,
in order to score a point off the
Federalists, staged a stirring black
flag demonstration. This was pro-
bably intended to show the Jaffna
public that he alone was willing to
fight “Sinhalese domination™ at all
levels.

While this demonstration of Pon-
nambalam is not likely to have
weakened the present Federalist
hold over the Tamils, it undoubt-
edly focussed attention on some
contradictory features of Federal
Policy.

Triumph

Apart from this black flag pro-
cession, the visit may be said to
have been a personal triumph for
Jayasuriya. Jaffna did not welcome
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him with open arms and eathusi-
asm, (This could not have besn
expected after the Sinhala Only
Bill). But from all accounts he
was received with courtesy and
resp:act. .

Jayasuriya issued a statement on
his return to Colombo which may
be regarded as a step in the right
direction to bring about be ter re-
lations between the Tamils and the
Sinhalese. It is also an indication
of the impact present day Jaffna has
had on Jayasuriya. Afler comment-
ing on the fact that the Tamils and
Sinhalese lived harmoniously in
Jaffna, he stressed that the people
of Jaffna at public meetings, in their
deputations to see him and in pri-
vate conversation urged that the
future of Tamil should be legally
defined so that the matter may be
put beyond all doubt. ““The anx-
iety and heart-burning on the future
of the language was obvious,” he
said. : }

Mr. Jayasuriya's statement went
on to add that this was a matter
that would receive the urgent and
sympathe'ic attention of the Prime
Minister and the Government. If
this means that the Government is
proposing to consider amendments
to the Sinhala Only Bill to give a
status to the Tamil language and
define its proper role, a great deal
would have been achicved in the

& PADDY LANDS
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matter of creating a united Ceylon
where all communities could live in
amity.

Members of Parliament

During the Jayasuriya visit to
Jaffna, the Communist Member for
Point Pedro Kandiah was the one
M,P. who took upon himsclf the
task of welcoming the Home Minis-
ter to the Northern region. Kan-
diah, while emphasising that the
Tamil people were deeply hurt over
the Sinhala Only Bill, stated they
were anxious to live in harmony
with other communities in a united
Ceylon, He urged amendments to
the Sinhala Only Bill, but whilst
this was pending he stressed that
Government should continue to
provide for the urgent necds of
the Jaffna peninsula. Unemploy-
ment was acute, Kandiah point-
ed out to Jayasuriya, and asked
the Minister to persuade Governs
ment to take immediate action to
provide for a development plan for
the North as an integral part of the
National Plan.

Mr. - Popnambalam ‘‘boycotted’’
the visit, while the Federalists were
of two minds — boycott socially,
co-operate administratively. Two
Federalist Members of Parliament,
Navaratnam from Chavakachcheri

. and V. A. Kandiah from Kayis,

continued on page 346
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The Government Medical Officers
Association (GMOA) claims to be
on the warpath. It has stated that
unless its demands for increased
salary scales and the total abolition
of private practice is forthwith con-
ceded, the members of the GMOA
would go on strike as from Decem=
ber 1, It is not clear what form the
strike would take: whether the
gallant doctors would decline to
offer their services, or whether they
would refuse to attend on patients
{except in cases of grave emergency,
unmindful of the fact that lack of
early attention leads to grave deter-
ioration), or whether the strike
would te merely symbolic like a
yniversal growing of beards by mem-
bers of the GMOA to rezister a
a hirsvte protest.

Whatever one thinks about the
strike, theie is no doubt that doctors
in government service have a genu-
ine grievance. Under the pretext
that such dcctors have a right to
private practice (‘hose recruited
after 1934 have a conditional and
qualified right only), two Salaries
Commissions have ignored the
claims of government doctors for
enhanced salary scales. Fhese doctors
therefore, rightly fecl that private
practice and salary scales have been
coupled, by the two Salaries Com-
missions to the disadvantage and
detriment of the bulk of the medi-
cal practitioners in government
gervice,

Mythical

It is no doubt true that private
practice only assists a few doctors
to supplement their income, and an
even smaller number earn fantasti-
cally high incomes through uncon-
scionable methods of extracting
fees from patients. It is the illodour
that emanates from the activities of
this small coterie of specialists and
consultants (some of them now in
the outstations too) that has made
the curative medical service of the
government stink. The GMOA
perhaps has good reason to state
that all evils inthe present system
stem from private practice allowed
to government medical officers,

344

For, apart from the question of
the direct abuses, the psychological
and climateric effects of the un-
balance caused by depressed salary
scales for the vastand overwhelming
majority of the government doctors,
in the context of the few who earn
large sums through the® abuse of

private practice, is devastatingly -

tragic. The sense of grievance
among the majority is even greater
because legitimate salary increases
were denied to them (when other
Sections of the government service
and the community were granted
icreases) because of this mythical
(to most of them) right of private
practice. There is no doubt too
that Government has tended to
overlook the demands of govern-
ment doctors. In the circumstances,
the spirit if cynicism and callous-
ness that many government doctors
display is understandable. This is
particularly accentuated because
they have t6 work under difficult
conditions of universal shortage of

trained personel (nurses, attendants

and doctors), equipment and drugs.

The complaints made against
government medijcal officers about
their- indifference is more often
than not true, but it is only right
that their present sense of frustrat-
ion must be examined in the con-
ditions in which they are compelled
to work. In the outstations the
conditions are even more trying
and distressing than in Colombo
and the big provincial towns. There
are hospitals in important outstat-
lon centres where one doctor has
to look after over 100 hospitalised
cases and vast streams that come
to the OPD; attend murder inquir-
ies and hold post mortems, and

also be ready to appear in court

to give evidence in criminal cases. .

On top of this a vast amount of
purely administrative and routine
duties falls on the docter. There
are cases where doctors have been
surcharged and penalised for the
loss of hospital linen which is dJe
Jfacto looked after by minor staff
but which de jure the doctor is

-responsible for.,

~GMOA & Strike

The outstation
doctor has also to contend with in-
adequately trained nurses and com-
pletely untrained attendants,

Sympathy

Whilst we admit that the condi-
tionsand circamstances in whieh
the vast majority of government
doctors work is heart-rending, and
and whilst we support their claims
for higher salaries unreservedly,
we must frankly state that the
threat of strike is most unbscom-
ing of a profession that is expected
to serve suffering mankind. Ths
problem of government doc-
tors is not a struggle between capit-
al and labour, between finance
monopoly and wage-slavery. Ths
problem of our government doctors
is simply one of a maladjustment
between an important section of
the community and the State (and
the rest of society, too), To talk
of a strike and ultimatums is to re-
duce a noble profession to the most
sordid ' mercenary level. [f the
GMOA hopesto effect reform, it
cannot base its entire argument
to salary scales.

It is a gross oversimplification
moreover, of the problem to say, as
the GMOA does, that the private
practice effectively enjoyed by a small
number is the root cause of the
entire evil. The public would show
even greater sympathy tothe GMOA
than it is prepared to extend to it
if this Association were willing to
launch a campaign to make its
members shed themselves of mer-
cenary motives, and rise above
petty vindictiveness . against the
whole of society for defects of a
system which they should endeay-
our to remedy.

The stalwarts of the GMOA will do
well to realise that a less bellicose
attitude in regard to salaries and a
more humanitarian approach to
their profession will win them
greater sympathy than their current'
talk of strikes and ultimatums.
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A fewdays agoI received an
official looking envelope — long
‘rather and well-filled. The frank out-
side indicated that it was from the
General Manager of Railways. I
slit open the envelope and pulled
out a long card — something like a
calendar.

It was not a calendar however,
but something just as useful, It was
a simplified pocket time-table which
set out the working times of 25 up
trains from Colombo and 25 down
trains to the city. By moving a card
up and down to bring the train a
person is interested in into the cen-
tral cage where the stations.in the
CGR are enumerated, this “‘ready-
reckoner” (if this term can be used)
provides the necessary details about
the movement of that train.

I must say that this is one of the-
finest things that hascome from the
CGR in the regime of Rampala to
keep train travellers informed
about the movement of the more
important trains. The usual time-
table of the CGR is a large cumber-
some affair and one hasto wade
through a ‘mass of figures (and
pages) before one can get at the in-
formation one wants, The Railway
Inquiry Office in Fort is so heavily .
over-worked that everytime one
wants any information, the ling is
engaged. This little card I have
just received eliminates the need to
worry the Inquiry Office, All the
important questions about the main
trains are answered by this ““ready-
reckoner,” which I must say has
been most ingeniously devised.

T am sure that copies of this re-
ckoner is available for sale to the
public. If they are not, they should
be up for sale immediately.

Sir John

Sir John, according to press re-
ports, has called for a meeting of
the Parliamentary Opposition. The
purpose would appear to be to con-
sider three matters. The Morning
-Times sets out the three matters in
the following terms:

“The first is a report that the
prosecution in a criminal case in
the Kurunegala Magistrate’s Court

\ was withdrawn on political in-
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structions, resulting in interference
by the Executive with the Judiciary.

“The second is an alleged irre-
gularity involving a Cabinet M!ms-
ter and a C.AP.and S, Society.

“The third,is a directive said to
have been issued by the Minister qf
Agriculture and Food asking his
depariments not to advertise in the
Lake House newspapers. Sir John
says the newspaper in Wwhich
advertisements appear are selected
by a committee functioning under
the Ministry of Finance and no
individual Minister has the right to
interfere.”

The third malter concerning the
question of advertisements to Lake
House papers was the front page
comment of the Tribune last week.

The second charge about a Minis-
ter and CAP and S society funds,
according to informed circles, is
said to centre around a practice,
started in UNP days, when in-
fluential people “‘cashed”’ cheques
at CAP and S societiecs. These
cheques were dishonoured and a
civil liability was created—and such
debts have quite often been written
off. A bad debt, say Rs. 10,000 or
Rs. 20,000 is onlya drop in the ocean
of CAP and S losses which amount
to millions, and so no one has so
far bothered about such dud cheques
on which monies had been paid
out. And in the old days nobody
ever dared to bring a charge against
a UNP Minister.

Today, the situation is different.
It would seem that in this particular
case, the cash was collected against
blank cheques. It is no doubt a
serious matter. It is also whispher-
ed that there are writs against this
same MEP Minister which have

. been put into cold storage. The

creditors are big merchants and they
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must have good reason for holding
their hands. All these things and
more happened in the days of the
UNP, and it is refreshing to see Sir
John leading the campaign to cleanse
the political life of this country of
the sad legacy of the past.

This is particularly so in regard
to the alleged interference of the
Judiciary by the Executive. The
Morning Timesgcommentator, Alice,
in the column Through the Looking
Glass remarked a few days ago that
Sir John and the UNP should be
the last to make this charge in view
of the numerous allegations of such
attempts to interfere during Sir
John’s regime as Premier.,

But the fact that such abuses éx-
istedin the past is no excuse for
their recurrence today. A Peoples
Government should fight corruption
and the first step would be to fight
it in its own ranks.

Changing Over

The UNP has lostone of its mem-
bers in the House of Representatives
to the SLFP. L. B. 8. Jinasena, the
second MP. for Kadugannawa,

resigned from the. UNP and went'
" across the floor to join the SLFP

and the Government Parliamentary
Party. The UNP strength ir the
House has thus been reduced from
six to five, and the SLFP strength
has been increased vis a vis the
VLSSP faction in the MEP.

The Jinasena somersault followed
that of Mudaliyar Kariapper who
broke away from the Federal Party
to join the SLFP. Whilst the Jina-
sena change-over has gone unnotic-
ed, Kariapper and Dr, Naganathan
(General Secretary of the Federal
Party) have been indulging in verbal

as well as epistolary exchanges: ex- '

' continued on page 351
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continued from rage 343
took the Minister to their elector-
ates, held meetings and placed be-
fore him some “yrgent’ needs which
required attention . Member of Vad-
dukoddai confired his ‘‘co-opera-
tion” solely 0 leading a deputation
of toddy-tapPers asking for a relax-
ation of the present rules regulat-
ing the trarsport of tcddy.

There are no reports as to whe-
ther the other Federalist M.P.’_s of
the North did anything in particu-
lar, but the solicitude whch the
Members for Chavakachckeri and
Kayts showed in “‘co-operating” in
administrative matters has becn a
matter for comment in the Noith as
well as the South.

Paddy Lands Act

Minister of Food and Agriculture,
Philip Gunawardene, stole the thun-
der in the South last week by re-
leasing to the Press a memorandum
on the principles of land tenure in
regard to agricultwral holdings,
Apart from the Commoen Law of
the land, the Paddy Lands Act of
1953 has :o far regulated the rela-

tionship between landlord and ten-
ant (cultivator) in agricultural lands.

Philip Gunawardene in a compre-
hensive memorandum sets out prin=

ciples, which on first reading, im-

press one as being a great step for-
ward in the matter of-establishing
principles which will contribute to-
wards a system of land tenure which
consistent with progressive deve-
lopments in other lands which have
achieved tiemendous advances in
the matter of food production.

There is no doubt that one of the
greatest stumbling blocks in the
way of preater food production
has teen the rather antiquated
system of land tenure in this coun-
try. The Paddy Lands Act of 1952
only suggested very superiicial re-
medies which did not go to the root
of the problem. The new Bill sug-
gested by Philip Gunawardene
should be closely examined as to
whether it would meet the problems
facing agriculture in this country in
a concrete and practical way,

One question that has been asked
in political circles is whether this
Memorandum. on a vital and im-
portant problem has been submit-
ted to the Cabinet and réceived gov-

-

ernmental approval. The view
seems to be held in certain quare
ters that Philip Gunawardene has
released this document even before
it has gone to the Cabinet. One
canoot believe that on such an im-
portant matter as this, the Minister
would have taken unilateral actior,
but with the piratical tendenc'es dis-
played by certain Ministers of the
MEP Cabinet, knowledgeable cir-
cles are inclined to think that Phi-
lip Gunawardene has released the
document independently as a mani-
festo to win over the peasantry,

Bases

On October 5, 1956, Morning
Times reported that the “‘basis on
which the British Government seeks
facilities at Trincomalee and Katu-
nayake has surprised the Ceylon
Government.......... The Morniug

Times learns that Britain wants an
agreement under which she would
legally be entitled to the exclusive
use, for all time, of facilities of
communications, movement, and
the storage of fuel and ammunij»
tion,”

continued on page 351
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CNIVERSITY —5

AUTONO

In regard to the question of auto-
nomy, I should like to emphasize,
that the Government has renounced
up to date all powers to inﬂuence,_
or direct, or decide questions of
policy and administration in tte
University. Under ihe Ordinance,
as it is, officially the Pro-Chancel-
lor, who is the Minister of Educa-
{icm, bas'no power at all to tell the
University whst to do and what not
to do. To place in the hands of
these 10 individuals, whom I named,
such unlimited power to decide the
place and destiny of our one and
only University is, I regard, very
very dangerous. '

To entrust these people with Rs. 7
million, as we are mow entrusting
them, of public money every jear
without telling them what, in bm_ad
terms of policy, they should do “:'li!]
that money is an act of irresponsibi-

lity which this country cannot suffer. .

It is to create an unchanging .ws‘t!ad
interest, intent upon perpetuating it-
self and its spoils.

To invest this body of 10 Univer-
sity Professors with the responsibi-
lity of deciding the policy and carry-
ing on the administration is to make
the one barren and tl.e other incon =
' petent and corrupt. It is not as if
these 10 people are robust and wel]
tested scholars with vision or imagi-
nation — no, they are ageing fossils.
“ They have lived in softer times and
wish to continue to live in a soft ta-
mosphere.  They are unwilling and
incapable of learning the nature of
Society in which they live, or of tak-
ing a view of the University’s deve-
lopment consistent with the needs of
our soclety ; it is foreign to them.

For them, to think at all, with
vision and imagination, is an effort
which, we can well understand,
neither thcir age nor their past
performance fits them for. If we
had other Universities in this coun.
try, then we can afford to ignore
the malpractices and discontents of
this one institution but this is our
only University on whose perform-
ance and development depend so
much the performance and develop-

ment and the future of this coup-
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'ry ; depends, I say, more than on
any other single ffactor. So much
in regard to the policy and adminis-
tration of the University.

Responsibility

I wish to raise a further question.
To whom is this University respon-
sible? To the Hon, Minister ? No.
To the Government? No. To the
Parliament ? Not even that. Can
We question its action in Parligne t
and has the Hon. Minisier a right
to give an answer? No, It is sre-

This is a second instalment
on the University from the
speech made by P. Kandiah,
Communist Member for Point
Pedro, during the Committee
Stage of the Budget Debate,
Another instalment on a very
vilat aspect of the University
will appear next week.

~ ponsible exclusively to itself and

that is, to the 10 aged Professors
Wwho are now controlling the destiny
of this institution. Here I think we

Ry P Randidh

IVipve

have an instance, unknown in this
country or in any other democratic
country, whera a public-financed,
and public-owned institution or
corporaticn  performing a vital
public service is not held respon-
sible for its actions and thoughts to
any one but to itself. I must em-
phasize this fact because there is an
ecror in the view generally held that
autonomy means or should mean
autonomy both in regard to admin-
istration and in regard to policy.
That is not so,

When we start a corpora ion to
run the omnibuses of this country,
we give that corporatjon power to
administer the runnicg of the bus
service but we do not give it the
power to decide the policy on which
the road transport service will be
run.

Let us take the parallel cise of 4
country where there is not one but
where there are several universities
-~ wost of them autonomous and
most of them really private cor-
porations. [ refer to the 20 uni-
versities in England. Quite a
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continued from page 347

. number of them are private. Cam-
. bridge and Oxford havé sources
of income exclusively their own
which is as much as the grant
given to them by the British Gov-
ernment. Even so, all Government
' grants to the universities of Great
Britain are channelled through
a committee \ca''ed the University
Grants Commitice which consist of
people whoare Members of Parlia-
ment and who are educationists.
This University Grants Commitice
is responsible to the Parljament
through the Minister of Educatjon.
This University Grants Committee
defines the policy, the entire educa-
tional policy, of the unjversities in

Great Britain and co-ordinates that

policy. Here you have an instance
where the Parliament and the Go-
vernment of the country are able
10 decide educational policy and in-
fluence it, in ways far more demo-
cratic but far less patent than are
kaown here, in the vaTious univer-
sities in that country.

A distinction ~must be made
between autonomy in regard to
matters of policy and autonomy in
regard to matters of administration.
In the Ceylon University, by tue
University O.dinance, aatonomy IS
vested in regard to both matters In
that single  body, ‘the Council,
though- actually concentrating
power in the hand of ten persons,
in practice.

The result of
that the University has not served
the purpose for which it was estab-
lished. There has been a great gulf
between the University on the one
hand and society 0B ths other.
There are in my. opinien three
ways in which coatactcan be estab-
lished between 2 university of this
type and sociely itself. Firstly,
you might have as Vice-Chancellor
and Head of the University a man
who is alive to the nzeds of ghe
society, a man with imagination
and vision, with 2 liberal outlook;
if you had such a man he would
inspire the life of the University
towards channels which would
bring it near t0 the society il serves.

Secondly, the University as a
community, especially the senior
members © the University, _th_e
teacliers, might be 8o mus:h an inti=
mate.part of the commymty outside
that they will automatically be able
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all this has been -

to respond to the préssutes that
emanate from society. Thirdly, the
University might be a public body
whose policy and administration is
in the hands of a body of men ora

department which is directly respon- -

sible to the people, through their
elected representatives. These are
three ways of establishing contact
between the University and the
people. A
Jennings
Tn régard to the Cezlon Univer-
sity, none of these three factors has
existed, It is a singular misfortune,
Mr. Chairman, that we had Jenn-
ings as the first Vice-Chancellor,
and Attygalle as the man who suc-
ceeded him. 2
Jennings was a well-advertised,
I almost said, self-advertised med-
jocrity who was proficient in his
chosen, small field of scholarship
parrow-minded and utterly with-
out vision, who came here to serve
that narrow coterie of men who
hire his services to serve their
petty interests. Utterly without
vision, he destroyed the Univer-
sity; he sent it along the wrong
track.

His main purpose was to restrict
the number of students the Univer-
sity admitted. He was thinking
that it would need thirty to forty
years for the University to reach
the optimum population of 5,000,
He was succeeded by Dr. Attygalle,

.'a man extremely able in his own

field—I do not want to question
his ability in that field; I have had
to use his services for members of
my family myself—but, I am afraid
thoroughly unfit to correct the dis-
torted traditions which Jennings
for ten years had striven to estab-
lish. Itis a singular misfortune, It
would have bien far more fortuna-
te if we had as the first Vice-Chan-
cellor 2 man who could have put
the Unpiversity on the right track.
Then Dr. Attygalle would have
beea able to follow that pattern.
Or, if the second Vice- Chanceller
was a man of vision, he could have
put right the tradjtions introduced
by Jennings in tim2, so that the
University could have prospered
after Jennings left this Island. But
we have had the worst from both
worlds.

As far as the University’s contact
with society is concerned—I have
been a member of that community
myself—we never did have that
contact. We lived very happy, sec-

continued ‘on page 349
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luded lives, very peaceful, with no
. contact with the outside world; we
did rot like to have those contacts.
The only thing that interested us
was where our houses were located,
our salary scales, the dates omn
which we were going abroad and
S0 on.

| )

" The third method is,
University’s - policy and adminis-
tration is in the hands of a body
of men directly responsible to the
people of this country through their
elected representatives. As 1 said
before, there is nothing of that
kind here.

It is of the greatest significance, in
this context, that 14 years after the
inception of this University neither
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the government nor the University
has issued a statement, even for
their own' benefit, of what they
plan or hope the University should
do. There is a section in the calen-
dar of the University called “Aims
and Functions of the University’,
but thereds not a word there about
it. What has happened is, we have
gone along pi'ing one thing upen
another; if we want a second medi
cal schoo!: we have one; if we want
a third dent4l school, we have that
too, as time and pressure dictate
It is all a patchwork of ad hoc
proposals, made at different times.
Under this type of autonomy, my
s1bmis<icn is that no progress at
all is possible. The University must
be judged to have failed,

Supposing the Hon. Minister
does want to influence the policy
of University or chinge it, he has
no way of doing that.

To be continued next week
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continued from page 342

this programme were only on paper,, =~
and even if it were only a cover for
religio-racial jingoism, it is asserted
by those who intimately know the
Mettananda group (and particularly
the senior Civil Servant said to be its
presiding genius) that they were
afraid that the spread of radical
economic and social ideas would be
“dangerous” in the long run. '

Whatever be the truth-or other- -
wise of this surmise, the fact that
the two groups had different techni-
ques for power-grabbing and were
rivals for the same instruments of
power, they clashed beadlong. And
out of the dust and storm
of this clash, there now has
emerged a Ceylon which for the .
moment at least is spared of yellow-
robed racialists. It is to be -hoped
that when Buddhist priests came
forward once again into the politi-
cal arena (it is inevitable that they
will as they reflect the aspirations
a substantial section of the people)
they will be wedded to a progressive
policy which will tend to bring
about harmonious relations between
all groups, communities and sect-
jons of the people inhabiting this
island, :
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States perpetual rights to a 10-
mi'es strip across the Isthmus, where
the Frenchman had been digging.

And the New Panama Canal Co,.
which Cromwell represented was
paid dollars 40000,000 in hard
American cash.

There were angry American pro-
tests against this “pirate” deal, ag
Prof. Henry Loomis Nelson of Wil-
liams College called it. For anti-
in perialist sentiment was strong in *

)

those days. But President Roose-
velt had Wall Street behind him,
And an era of brutal racial discri-
mination on the Isthmus began,

This discrimination began on the
Canal job where Chief Enginee-
John F. Stevens used to refer to
the workers as “‘lazy n————rs,”
And it continued at the pay win-
dow, where dark-skinned labourers
were paid in silver, having half the
value of the gold wages given
Americans. !

Labour unions were virtually out-
lawed, meanwhile. And a group of
American corporations, led by the
United Fruit Co., took over the
economic life of Panama outside
of the Canal Zone.

The isthmus is now run by a
tight, little oligarchy of Army offi-
cers and corporation executives and

-native collaborators, This has not

prevented m:ny _protests against
imperialist oppression, ~ however.
And these protests reached a climax
in 1947 when the Panama Assembly
unanimously refused to ratify an
agreement to continue American
military bases.

The “No Bases” decision was
carried out. But the theft of the
Canal Zone has not been forgotten
or forgiven in Latin America. And
the time may come when a demo-
cratic Organizati\on of American
States may demand that America's |
“Suez”” be returned to its rightful
owners.
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Just Briefly

continued from page 345

changes, which only show that
Kariapper was never a conyinced
“Federalist” but that he associated
with the Parly during the elections
for understandable reasons (accord-
ing to Kariapper he was inveigled in-
to a trap by the Federal Chief). The
Kariapper-Naganathan eXchanges
also reveal, if one may read between
the !'ines, that the Federal Paryy in its
anxiety to pick winning candidates
did not examine too closely the
political beliefs of the men chosen
Audit . i
Three weeks ago, Tribune, com-
menting on the unsatisfactory man-
ner in which the accounts of govern-
ment controlled institutions were
audited made several suggestions to
remedy the present state of affairs.
This paper also suggested that the
Auditor General should take upon
“himselfjthe task of nominating the
auditors from a panel of Ceylonese
accountants and also thatall these
accounts should come before Parlia-
ment for scrutiny.

. Tribune had also suggested that

Government should be streamlined
by recruiting qualified men not yet
in government service to bring the
Depattment up to scratch.

According to press reports, the
Auditor General seems to have
decided upon adopiing all these
measures suggested by this paper.
Whether he did so after reading
Tribune it is difficult to say, nor
would this paper presume to think
that the learnéd Auditor Geuneral
could not have arrived at the same
conclusions on his own. In any case,

¢/ it is a strange coincidence  that

Tribune and 'the Auditor General
stould think along. similar lines
both in regard to the auditing of
government controlled and sub-
sidized institutions as well as the
re-organisation of the Audit De-
partment itself,

©OWEEK by WEEK

continued from page 346
A Ceylon Government delegaticn,
led by Sir Claude Corea, has left for
the U.K. to negotiate with the Bri-
tish Government on the question.
In the meantime, a communique of
the External Affairs Ministry deni-

.
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report. It was a cautious state ment
which denied in a formal manner
the Times report. Informed circles
seem to think that there is a great
deal of trath in the report and that
it is the reason why the negotations
are being delayed so long, The
reason for wanting secrecy is also

the Audit Department of the | ed the truth of the Mornin; Times  understandable.
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