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The preserving and storing of a nation’s historic documents is an        

important task. This task is being carried out in Sri Lanka by the state. 

 

The collection, preservation and indexing of published material in Sri 

Lanka, is legally safeguarded. Initially, the University of Ceylon carried out 

the compilation of national bibliographies when it was in Colombo and 

later at its campus in Peradeniya. Subsequently, a separate institution 

called the Ceylon National Library Services Board became responsible for 

this task. The compilers published a periodical called the Sri Lanka      

National Bibliography in 1965. 

 

Theoretically, any publication in any language by any author, published in 

Sri Lanka, was to be included in this periodical. In effect however, this did 

not happen. Firstly, this ‘quarterly’ periodical has not come out on a   

quarterly basis. I t was more an irregular publication. Secondly, it ignored 

all Sri Lankan Tamil publications. The reason for this was a lack of staff 

conversant with Tamil, in the National Library Service. Further, Tamil  

authors and publishers did not show much concern with publications by a 

Sri Lankan government department. Added to this was the fact that more 

than half of Sri Lankan Tamil publications have been published abroad in 

India or Malaysia or in countries around the world with a large expatriate 

Sri Lankan Tamil population – countries like Europe, Canada, Australia 

and the United States. Such publications will never be included in a Sri 

Lankan national bibliography as such publications are treated as ‘foreign’ 

publications. 

 

The Tamil community in Sri Lanka and abroad is trying to remedy this 

shortcoming. This is the reason for the Sri Lankan Bibliography with    

special emphasis on Sri Lankan Tamil arts and literature. 
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WHAT WE NEED 

 

The time is now ripe when we should begin to document all our Sri 

Lankan Tamil publications from the commencement of a Tamil printing 

media in Sri Lanka. We had hoped that the state would take the task 

upon itself but events proved otherwise. In the late 80s and early 90s I  

tried to persuade the Sri Lankan National Library to publish a separate Sri 

Lankan Tamil Bibliography without regard to geographical boundaries, but 

failed. I  then contacted the University of Jaffna and asked them to begin 

at least with a bibliography of their own collection, but again failed. 

 

EARLY ATTEMPTS 

 

In the light of these unsuccessful attempts and with my personal experi-

ence as a librarian and information scientist, I  had undertaken the     

compilation and publication of a Sri Lankan Tamil Bibliography in 1990. 

This bibliography was called Nool Thettam and was published on a    

quarterly basis. Every quarterly issue so far, has contained 50 entries of 

recent Sri Lankan Tamil publications from home and abroad. Apart from 

bibliographical entries, there are also articles on the book publishing   

industry and news on new book launches. Unfortunately, due to the    

political situation in Sri Lanka Nool Thettam had to cease publication. 

 

WHAT HAS BEEN DONE SO FAR 

 

Even after I  settled down in the United Kingdom the need for a Sri 

Lankan Tamil Bibliography was always uppermost in my mind. I  have 

continued to collect and compile material for a bibliography. I  have been 

able to compile all the published issues of Nool Thettam into one 

volume of 1,000. The first volume 

was published on the 1st 

J u n e  2 0 0 2 ,  t h e            

Remembrance Day of the 

burning of the Jaffna Public 

Library. Consecut ive two  

volumes were published in 

2 0 0 4  a n d  2 0 0 5 .  T h e          

compilation of the fourth volume 

has begun. 

 

These volumes were published out 
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of my own financial resources. I  won moral support from various leading 

personalities in Sri Lanka and abroad but, unfortunately, I  was not able to 

sell sufficient copies to defray my expenses. Unfortunately, even though 

each volume was in itself a historical document pertaining to the literary 

world, only a handful of Tamil writers were willing to purchase a copy for 

their own records. I  expect educational institutions, libraries and the   

general Tamil population to give me their valuable support. 

 

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE 

 

The first three volumes of 3,000 entries will not serve the purpose of this 

compilation. I  have estimated that around 10,000 to 12,000 Sri Lankan 

Tamil publications are ready for documentation. The painstaking and 

time-consuming task of compiling the next thousand entries is proceeding 

on target. 

 

WHAT I  NEED 

 

I  need approximately £1,500 to print each volume. Going through past 

experience, I  would like this volume to be sponsored by a few           

well-wishers in the UK. Although friends have suggested that I  seek to 

cover the cost of publication of trade advertisements, this goes against 

the grain. The academic value of this publication would be reduced were 

it to carry advertisements for groceries, jewellery stores, and the like. 

Rather, I  would like contributions from persons who understand and   

appreciate the value of a Sri Lankan Tamil Bibliography. 

 

YOUR CONTRI BUTI ON 

 

I  would like the Sri Lankan Tamil writers community to understand the 

seriousness of this compilation and to help me by sending their          

publications, or the details of their published works to me. Secondly I  

would appreciate the Tamil community to buy a few copies of Nool   

Thettam and donate it to Libraries and Educational Institutions in your 

respectable regions.  This would help to preserve the bibliography as a 

reference point for academics and for our future generations. 
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<oj;Jj; jkpo; E}y;fSf;fhd E}y;tpgug;gl;bayhd E}y;Njl;lj;jpd; 
KjyhtJ njhFjp 2002,Yk; ,uz;lhtJ njhFjp 2004,Yk; 
ntspaplg;gl;ld. mjd;; njhlu;r;rpahd %d;whtJ njhFjp 
,JthFk;. ,jpy; <oj;Jj; jkpo; vOj;jhsu;fspdJk;> ntspaPl;lhsu; 
fspdJk; Mapuk; E}y;fs; gw;wpa mbg;gil E}ypay; Fwpg;GfSk; 
mjidaLj;J E}y; gw;wpa rpW mwpKff; Fwpg;Gk; ,lk;ngw;Ws;sd. 
njhlu; ,yf;fq;fs; KjyhtJ njhFjpapypUe;J njhlu;r;rpahf 
toq;fg;gl;Ls;sd. mt;tifapy; %d;whtJ njhFjpapy; ,lk;ngWk; 
E}y;fSf;F 2001,ypUe;J 3000tiu njhlu; ,yf;fkplg;gl;;Ls;sd. 
 

 njhFg;Gk; jtpu;g;Gk; 
 

,J xU Nju;e;j E}w;gl;bayd;W. ,q;F gl;bayhf;fg;gl;Ls;s jdp 
E}y;fs; (Monographs) vitAk; vt;tpj juf;fl;Lg;ghl;Lf;Fk; cl;gl 
tpy;iy. ,d;W ghu;itaplf;$ba <oj;Jj; jkpo; Ey;fs; midj;ij 
Ak;> xU njhFjpf;F 1000 E}y;fs; vd;w vz;zpf;ifapy; 
gl;baypLtNj E}y;Njl;lj;jpd; mbg;gil Nehf;fkhFk;. ntspaPl;bd; 
ngsjpfj; jd;ik fUjp rpy gpuRuq;fs; E}y;Njl;lj;jpy; 
Nru;j;Jf;nfhs;sg;gltpy;iy. Jz;Lg;gpuRuq;fs;> tiuglq;fs;> 
mr;rplg;glhj ifnaOj;Jg; gpujpfs;> xyp> xspg;gjpT ehlhf;fs;> 
,Wntl;Lfs; vd;gd ,j;njhFg;gpy; Nru;f;fg;gltpy;iy. 
 
ngUk;ghd;ikahd fy;ntl;Lfs;> Qhgfhu;j;j kyu;fs;> rQ;rpiffs;> 
vd;gdTk; ,j;njhFjpapy; jtpu;f;fg;gl;Ls;sd. MapDk;> jdp 
Mtzkhff; fUJk; tifapy; ntspaplg;gl;bUf;Fk; rQ;rpiffspd; 
rpwg;Gkyu;fs; ,j;njhFjpapy; ,lk;ngw;Ws;sd. NkYk;> rpy 
fy;ntl;Lf;fSk;> Qhgfhu;j;j kyu;fSk; jdpE}ypd; tiff;Fs; 
mlq;ff;$bajhd fdjpahd mk;rq;fSld; ntspte;jpUg;gjhy; 
mtw;iwAk; ,j;njhFjpapy; Nru;j;Jf;nfhz;Ls;Nshk;.  
  

E}y;Njl;lk; 3tJ njhFjpapypUe;J kPs; gpuRuk; 
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,jpy; njhFf;fg;gl;Ls;s E}y;fs; vt;tpj fhy vy;iyfSf;Fk; 
tiuaWf;fg;;gltpy;iy. xU E}ypd; gpd;ida gjpg;Gfs; ntsptUk; 
NghJ mit GJf;fpNah> RUf;fpNah> ntsptUk; tha;g;gpUg;gjhYk;> 
Kw;wpYk; Ntwhd E}ypay; jfty;fis mit nfhz;bUg;gjhYk; 
Fwpj;jnthU E}ypd; gy;NtW gjpg;GfSk; ,q;F xNu gjptpyf;fj;jpd; 
fPo; ,lk;ngWfpd;wd. Kd;ida gjptpyf;fj;ijg; ngw;w kPs; 
gjpg;Gf;fs; gpd;dpizg;gpy; jug;gl;Ls;sd. 
 

 gjpTfspd; xOq;fikg;G 
 
E}y;Njl;lk; xU crhj;Jiz E}yhFk;. xU E}iyg; gw;wpa E}ypay; 
jfty;fisf; FWfpa Neuj;jpy; thrfu; fz;lwpa tifnra;Ak; 
tz;zk; ,j;njhFjp %d;W gpupthfg; gjpag;gl;Ls;sJ. 
 
Kjw;gpuptpy;> E}y; gw;wpa gpujhd gjpTfs; ghlxOq;fpy; 
tifg;gLj;jg;gl;L njhlnuz;fs; %yk; milahskplg;gl;Ls;sd. 
ghlthupahf xU E}iyj;NjLk; thrfu; ,g;gpuptpd; %yk; gadiltu;.  
  
,uz;lhtJ gpupT> jiyg;G topfhl;bahFk;. Kjw;gFjpapy; E}y;fs; 
ghlthupahf Kjypy; xOq;FgLj;jg;gl;L> gpd;du;; mfutupirapy; 
fhzg;gLtjhy; xU E}ypd; jiyg;igf; nfhz;L E}iyj; 
NjltpisAk; thrfu; ,uz;lhtJ gpuptpy; mfutupirapy; fhzg;gLk; 
jiyg;G topfhl;bapd; thapyhf E}ypd; njhlu; ,yf;fj;ijf; 
fz;lwpe;J Kjw;gFjpapy; cs;s gpujhd gjpitg; ghu;itapl 
KbAk;. ,q;F jiyg;Gf;fs; mfutupir vOj;njhOq;fpy; my;yhJ 
nrhy;nyhOq;fpNyNa mfutupirg;gLj;jg;gl;Ls;sik 
mtjhdpf;fj;jf;fJ. 
 

Mrpupau;> gjpg;ghrpupau;> 
njhFg;ghrpupau;> %y 
Mrpupau; MfpNahupd; 
tpguq;fisf; nfhz;L 
xU E}iyj;NjLk; thrfu; 
%d;whtJ gpuptpd; %yk; 
gadiltu;. ,q;F  
Mrpupau; mfu tupirapy; 
E}y;fspd; njhlu; 
vz;fisf; fz;lwpe;J 
mjd; %yk; jhd; NjLk; 
E}iyr; nrd;wila 
KbAk;. Mrpupau;  
mfutupirapy; 

Gidngau;fSk; ,lk;ngWfpd;wd. XU E}yhrpupau; ,aw;ngaupYk; 
GidngaupYk; E}y;fis vOJtjhy; Gidngaupd; fPo; 
E}iyj;NjLk; thrfu; Mrpupaupd; ,aw;ngaupYk; mtw;iwj; Njl 
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cjTk; tifapy;> ghu;f;f> NkYk; ghu;f;f Nghd;w topfhl;b 
mk;rq;fs; Njit fUjpr; Nru;f;fg;gl;Ls;sd. ,U Mrpupau;fs; xNu 
Gidngaupy; tyk; tUtijAk; ,q;F fhzKbtjhy; Gidngaupy; 
E}iyj;NjLk; thrfu;fs; mtjhdkhf ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk;. thrfupd; 
NjLif Neuj;ij Fiwf;Fk; tifapy; GidngaupYk; 
,aw;ngaupYk; vOJk; Mrpupaupd; xU ngaupd;fPo; kl;Lk; 
,ad;wtiu mtuJ E}y;fspd; njhlu;vz;fisf; Fwpj;Js;Nshk;.  

 

 E}ypay; gjpTfs; 
 
gpujhd gFjpapy; E}y; gw;wpa jfty; %d;W gFjpfshfj; 
jug;gl;Ls;sd. Kjw;gFjpapy; E}ypd; jiyg;G> cg jiyg;G> 
me;E}ypd; Mf;fj;Jf;F mjpfhuG+u;t cupj;Jila Mrpupau;> 
njhFg;ghrpupau;> gjpg;ghrpupau; tpguq;fs;> ntspaPl;L tpguk;> gjpg;G 
tpguk;> MfpadTk; milg;Gf;Fwpf;Fs; Fwpg;gpl;l E}ypd; Fwpj;j 
gjpg;gpw;fhd mr;rfj;jpd; tpguKk; jug;gl;Ls;sd. fpilf;fg; 
ngWkplj;J ru;tNjr juhju E}y; vz;fSk; ,g;gFjpapy; 
,lk;ngWfpd;wd. 
  
Mrpupau; gw;wpa jftypy; Mrpupaupd; ,aw;ngau;> Gid ngau; gw;wpa 
Fwpg;GfSk; mwpaKbe;jhy; jug;gl;Ls;sd. gjpTf;Fs;shFk; E}ypd; 
cupj;jhsu; %yE}yhrpupauhf ,y;yhjtplj;J> mtupd; gq;fspg;Gg; 
gw;wpa jfty; mtuJ ngaiuaLj;J milg;Gf;Fwpf;Fs; 
Fwpg;gplg;gl;Ls;sJ.  
 
E}ypd; ntspaPl;lhsu; gw;wpa jfty; Fwpg;gpy; ntspaPl;lhsupd; 
,aq;Fjsk;> ntspaPl;lfj;jpd; ngau;> Kftup vd;gd Fwpg;gplg; 
gl;Ls;sd. xU ntspaPl;lfk; xd;Wf;F Nkw;gl;l ehLfspy; jdJ 
fpisfisg; gug;gpapUf;Fk; Ntis> gjpTf;Fs;shFk; E}ypy;> 
Fwpg;ghf xU ,aq;Fjsj;ij kl;Lk; ntspg;gLj;jpapUe;jhyd;wp> 
gjpTj;Njit fUjp> E}y; mr;rplg;gl;l ehl;by; cs;s 
ntspaPl;lfj;jpd; fpis mike;j CNu mjd; ,aq;Fjskhfg; 
gjpag;gl;Ls;sJ. MrpupaNu ntspaPl;lhsuhfTk; ,Uf;Fk;NghJ> 
E}ypy; fhZk; Mrpupaupd; Kftup ntspaPl;lf Kftupahff; 
nfhs;sg;gl;Ls;sJ.  
   
E}ypd; gjpg;G tpguj;jpy;> gjpTf;Fg; ngwg;gl;l E}ypd; gjpg;G 
tpguKk;> mg;gjpg;G ntspaplg;gl;l jpfjpAk; Fwpg;gplg;gl;Ls;sd. 
Fwpg;gpl;l E}y; Kjw;gjpg;G my;yhjtplj;J Kd;ida gjpg;Gfs; 
gw;wpa jpfjp tpguq;fSk; E}ypy; jug;gl;lthwhfg; gjpag;gl;Ls;sd. 
rpy ntspaPl;lhsu;fs;> kWgjpg;G E}y;fisAk; Kjw;gjpg;ghff; 
Fwpg;gpl;Ls;sik Rl;bf;fhl;lg;gl;Ls;sJ. Fwpg;gpl;l ntspaPl;lhsupd; 
Kjw; gjpg;ghfNt mJ nfhs;sg;gl Ntz;bAs;sJ. ,t;tpguq;fs; 
E}ypay; Neu;ik fUjp> gjpg;G E}ypy; Fwpg;gplg;glNtz;baJ 
mtu;fsJ flikahFk; vd;gij ,q;F typAWj;Jjy; 
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mtrpakhfpd;wJ. ngUk;ghd;ikahd jkpof kPs;gjpg;Gf;fspy; 
,j;jtWfs; fhzg;gLfpd;wd. 
  
E}ypd; mr;rf tpguk; milg;Gf;Fwpf;Fs; jug;gl;Ls;sJ. ,e;j tpguk; 
gjpTf;Fupa E}ypd; Fwpj;j gjpg;Gf;F kl;Lk; cupajhFk; vd;gJk; 
ftdj;Jf;FupaJ.   
  
E}ypay; gjptpd; ,uz;lhtJ gFjpahf miktJ E}ypd; ngsjPfj; 
jfty;fshFk;. ,jpy; E}ypd; gf;fq;fs;> rpwg;gk;rq;fs;> tpiy> 
msT> juhju vz; Mfpad cs;slf;fg;gl;Ls;sd. 
 
E}ypd; gf;fq;fs; %d;W tifapy; Fwpg;gplg;gLfpd;wd. mit Nuhkd; 
,yf;fkplg;gl;l gf;fq;fs;> ,yf;fkplg;glhj gf;fq;fs;> mNugpa 
,yf;fkplg;gl;l gf;fq;fs; vd;gdthFk;. Nuhkd; ,yf;fKk;> mNugpa 
,yf;fKk; ,lg;gl;l gf;fq;fspd; vz;zpf;if 
mt;tt;tpyf;fq;fshNyNa Rl;lg;gl;Ls;sd. ,yf;fkplg;glhj 
gf;fq;fs; milg;Gf;Fwpf;Fs; jug;gl;Ls;sd. (cjhuzk;: VII> (12)> 
243 gf;fk;). ngUk;ghd;ikahd jkpo; E}y;fspy; KfTiug; gf;fq;fs; 
,yf;fkplg;glhtpbDk; mit gpd;du; mNugpa ,yf;fq;fshfj; 
njhlu;fpd;wd. mj;jUzq;fspy; mit mNugpa ,yf;fkplg;gl;l 
gf;fq;fshfNt fUjg;gl;Ls;sd.  
  
gf;fq;fs; gw;wpa Fwpg;ig mLj;j miktJ rpwg;gk;rq;fshFk;. 
,q;F tiuglq;fs;> Gifg;glq;fs;> tpsf;fg;glq;fs;> jfLfs; gw;wpa 
Fwpg;Gfs; fhzg;gLk;. tpiy tpguk; fhytiuaiwf;Fl;gl;ljhf 
miktjhapDk; tuyhw;Wj;Njit fUjp kl;LNk E}y;Njl;lj;jpy;; 
mit Nru;f;fg;gl;Ls;sd. E}ypy; Fwpg;gplg;gLk; tpiy me;ehl;L 
ehza myfpd; %yk; Fwpg;gplg;gl;Ls;sJ. ,yq;if &ghTf;F 
khj;jpuk; ehL Fwpg;gplg;gltpy;iy. ,J xU tu;j;jf E}w;gl;bay; 
,y;iynad;gjhy; Njitg;gLkplj;J E}ypd; jw;Nghija tpiy 
gw;wpa jftiy mjd; tpw;gidahsu;fsplNk thrfu; 
cWjpg;gLj;jpf;nfhs;sy; Ntz;Lk;.  
  
E}ypd; ngsjPf tpguq;fspy; mLj;jjhf tUtJ> E}ypd; msthFk;. 
,J rjk kPw;wupy; Fwpg;gplg;gl;Ls;sJ.  
 
,g;gpuptpy; ,Wjpahf miktJ E}Yf;fhd ru;tNjr juhju E}y; 
vz; (International Standard Book Number) gw;wpa jftyhFk;. <oj;Jj; 
jkpo; E}y;fspy; tpuy;tpl;L vz;zf;$ba E}y;fNs ,t;tpyf;fj;ijj; 
jhq;fp ntspte;jpUg;gpDk; mjpfupj;J tUk; mjd; Kf;fpaj;Jtk; 
fUjp ,t;tpyf;fk; ,g;gpuptpy; ,lk;ngWfpd;wJ. vOj;jhsu;fs;> 
ntspaPl;lhsu;fspd; gad;ghL fUjp ISBN gw;wpa tpupthd 
fl;Liunahd;W KjyhtJ njhFjpapy; xiv-xviii  gf;fq;fspy;;  
gpuRupf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ.  
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E}ypay; jftypd; %d;whtJ> ,Wjpg;gpupT E}y;gw;wpa RUf;ff; 
Fwpg;ghFk;. ,J xU jpwdha;Tf; Fwpg;ghfNth> tpsk;gukhfNth 
my;yhJ E}ypdJk; E}yhrpupaupdJk; rpW mwpKfkhf khj;jpuk; 
miktJ Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ. mupa E}y;fspd; itg;gplk; gw;wpa Fwpg;G 
3tJ njhFjpapypUe;J toq;fg;gLfpd;wJ. cjhuzkhf ngWjw;fupa 
rpy <oj;J E}y;fs; gpupj;jhdpa E}yfq;fspYk;> kNyahg; 
gy;fiyf;fof ,e;jpa Ma;tpay;JiwapYk; fhzKbe;jJ. mit 
gw;wpa ,Ug;G tpguk; ,g;gFjpapy; milg;Gf;Fwpf;Fs; jug;gl;Ls;sd. 
 

gFg;ghf;fk; 
 
,e;E}ypd; gpujhd 
gFjpapy; E}y;fs; ghl 
xOq;fpy; njhFf;fg; 
gl;Ls;sd. ,jw;nfd 
ehk; Nju;e;njLj;Js;s 
ghl xOq;F tupir> 
^tpapd; jrhk;rg;gFg;G 
KiwahFk;. (Dewey  

Decimal Classification 
Scheme) njd;dhrpah 
tpYk; INuhg;ghtpYk; 
E}yfq;fspy; gutyhfg; 

gad;gLj;jg;gLk; ,g;gFg;G Kiw jkpo; thrfu;fSf;Fg; gupr;rakhd 
njhd;nwd;w tifapy; ,g;gFg;ghf;fj;ijg; gpd;gw;wj; jPu;khdpj;Njhk;. 
,g;gFg;ghf;fj;jpd; rpwg;gpay;Gfspy; xd;W gpuhe;jpaj; NjitfUjp 
,g;gFg;G Kiwapy; Njitg;gLk; khw;wj;ijg; GFj;jKbAk; 
vd;gjhFk;. <oj;Jj; jkpo;E}y;fspd; gFg;Gj;Njit fUjp ,g;gFg;G 
Kiw rpy khw;wq;fSld; gad;gLj;jg;gl;Ls;sik ,q;F Fwpg;gplj; 
jf;fJ. ,g;gFg;ghf;fk; mwpTj;Njl;lj;ij Kjypy; gj;Jg; ngUk; 
gpupTf;Fs; mlf;Ffpd;wJ. gpd;du; xt;nthU ngUk;gpupTk; gj;J 
cggpupTfshfpd;wd. me;j cg gpupTfs; NkYk; gj;J cggpupT 
fshfpd;wd. ,j;jifa xU jrhk;rg;gFg;G Kiw gw;wpa tpupthd 
tpsf;fj;ij ,q;Nf juKbahtpbDk; thrfupd; Njit fUjp 
,e;E}ypy; gad;gLj;Jk; gFg;Gj; jpl;lk; RUf;fkhf ,e;j mwpKfg; 
gFjpiaaLj;Jj; jug;gl;Ls;sJ.  
 

 tho;f;if tuyhW 
 
gFg;ghf;f xOq;fpy; ,Wjpg;gpupthf miktJ tuyhwhFk;. ,jpy; 
gpuNjr tuyhw;Wld;> tho;f;if tuyhw;W E}y;fSk; Qhgfhu;j;j 
kyu;fSk; ,lk;ngWfpd;wd. gFg;ghf;fj;jpd; NghJ gd;Kfj;Njhw;wk; 
ngw;w ngupahu;fspd; tuyhw;W E}y;fisj; juk;gpupf;Fk;NghJ gpujhd 
gjpit VjhtJ xU gpupTf;Fs; gjpa Ntz;ba fl;lhaj;Njit 
vw;gl;lJ. xUtuJ MSik vj;Jiwapy; gpufhrpj;jJ vd;gij tpl  
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Fwpg;gpl;l E}ypy; mtuJ gd;Kfg;gl;l MSikapd; vg;gFjp 
Ma;Tf;nfLf;fg;gl;lJ vd;w mbg;gilapNyNa mtuJ E}Yf;fhd 
gFg;Gg; gpupT Nju;e;njLf;fg;gl;lJ. mjdhy; ,g;gpupitg; ghu;itapLk; 
thrfu;fs; jaT nra;J gy;NtW tho;f;if tuyhw;Wg; gpupTfspYk; 
fz;Nzhl;lk; nrYj;JkhW  Nfl;Lf;nfhs;fpd;Nwhk;.  
 

 ,yq;if njhlu;ghd gd;dhl;ltupd;  
jkpo;g; gilg;Gf;fs; 

 
,uz;lhk; njhFjpapypUe;J Nkyjpf mk;rkhfr; Nru;f;fg;gl;bUf;Fk; 
gFjp ,JthFk;;. ,d;iwa <oj;J ,dg;gpur;rpidapd; ru;tNjr 
kag;gLj;jy; fhuzkhf <oj; jkpouy;yhj gd;dhl;ltu;fspilNa 
cUthfptUk; <oj;jkpou;; rpf;fy; gw;wpa Njlypd; tpisthf> 
jkpofj;jpYk; kNyrpahtpYk; INuhg;ghtpYk; <oj;jkpou; gw;wpa 
E}y;fspd; tuT mjpfupj;jpUg;gijf; fhzKbfpd;wJ. ,tw;wpy; gy 
jkpopYk; nkhopngau;f;fg;gl;Ls;sd. ,jd; tpisthf> E}y;  
Njl;lj;jpy; ,t;thf;fq;fSf;fhd Mtzkhf;fYk; mtrpak; vd;W 
fUjpajhy;> jdpahdnjhU gpupthf mit ,lk;ngWfpd;wd.  
 

 Kd;ida gjpTfSf;fhd Nkyjpf jfty;fs; 
 

E}y;Njl;lk;> <oj;jkpoupd; E}ypay; Kaw;rpfspy;> ,ad;wtiu 
epiwthd Mtzkhf;fiyNa Nkw;nfhs;s tpisfpd;wJ. Kd;ida 
njhFjpapy; ,lk;ngw;w xU E}y; jpUj;jpa kWgjpg;ghf 
ntspaplg;gl;lhy;> mJgw;wpa jftiyAk; ,j;njhFjpapy; 
je;jpUf;fpd;Nwhk;. njhFg;G Kaw;rpapy; Fog;gq;fisj; jtpu;f;Fk; 
nghUl;L ,it nfhs;ifastpy; Gjpa gjpthff; fUjg;gl khl;lhJ. 
,jdhy;; mg;gjptpw;Fj; jdpahd njhlu; ,yf;fj;ij toq;fhJ> 
mij gpd;dpizg;ghfr; Nru;j;Js;Nshk;. thrfu;;fspd; gad;fUjp 
Fwpg;gpl;l ,e;E}w;gjptpd; %yg;gjpg;gpd; njhlu; ,yf;fj;ijAk; 
Fwpg;Gg; gFjpapy; je;Js;Nshk;.  
 

 epiwTf; Fwpg;G 
 
E}y;Njl;lj;jpd; Kd;ida njhFjpfis vkJ rf;jpf;nfl;batiu 
ru;tNjr juhju E}w;gl;bay;fspd; rpwg;gk;rq;fisf; $u;e;J 
ftdj;Jf;nfLj;Jj; njhFj;jpUe;Njhk;. ,j;njhFjpfspy; fhzg;gLk; 
jtWfisr; Rl;bf;fhl;b> fhj;jpukhd MNyhridfisg; gyu; 
toq;fpapUe;jdu;. mtw;wpy; ehk; Vw;Wf;nfhz;l gy tplaq;fis 
,j;njhFjpapYk; Nru;j;jpUf;fpd;Nwhk;. mLj;J tuTs;s ehd;fhtJ 
njhFjp NkYk; rpwe;jjhf mika cq;fs; Nkyhd Mjuit 
vjpu;ghu;f;fpd;Nwhk;. ,e;E}ypd; ,Wjpapy; fhzg;gLk; E}y; 
tpgug;gl;bay; gjpTg;gbtj;ij gpujpnaLj;J cq;fsplk; cs;s  
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gpuRuq;fs; gw;wpa jftiy mjpy; vOjpaDg;gp> Kd;ida 
njhFjpfspy; Nru;j;Jf;nfhs;sg;glhj E}y; tpguq;fis mLj;j 
njhFjpapy; Nru;j;Jf; nfhs;s cjtTk;. gbtj;ij epug;gp mDg;Gk; 
NghJ E}ypd; Muk;gg; gf;fq;fspd; (jiyg;G> nghUslf;fk;> 
Kd;Diu> E}yhrpupau; mwpKfk;) Gifg;glg; (Photocopy) 
gpujpfisAk; ,izj;J mDg;gpitf;f Ntz;Lk;. 
 
,j;njhFjp tu;j;jf Nehf;fkw;wnjhU jdpkdpj Kaw;rpahFk;. 
epWtduPjpapy; Nkw;nfhs;sg;;glNtz;ba ,j;jifa crhj;Jiz 
ntspaPl;L eltbf;iffs; jdpkdpj Kaw;rpahf kyUk;NghJ epjp> 
fhyk;> epGzj;Jt cjtp vd;gd vg;nghOJk; tiuaiwf;Fl; 
gl;ljhfNt mikfpd;wd. ,ij kdjpy; nfhz;L> ,j;njhFjpapd; 
gue;Jgl;l mwpKfj;jpw;Fk; tpepNahfj;jpw;Fk;> tpw;gidf;Fk; 
cq;fshyhd gq;fspg;ig toq;FtPu;fs; vd;W ek;Gfpd;Nwhk;. ,jd; 
tpw;gid %yk; ngwg;gLk; epjp vkJ mLj;j njhFjpapd; Jupj 
cUthf;fj;Jf;F cWJizahf mikAk; vd;W vjpu;ghu;f;fpd;Nwhk;. 
cynfq;Fk; gue;JthOk; <oj;jkpou;fs; jhk; Gyk;ngau;e;JthOk; 
ehLfspYs;s E}yfq;fspy; E}y;Njl;lj;jpd; midj;Jj; 
njhFjpfSk; nrd;wiltjw;Fj; jq;fshyhd gq;fspg;gpid 
ey;Ftijj; jhu;kPff; flikahff; nfhs;tPu;fs; vd;Wk; 
vjpu;ghu;f;fpd;Nwhk;.  

nfhOk;G jkpo;r; rq;fj;jpy; ,lk;ngw;w KjyhtJ njhFjpapd; 
ntspaPl;L tpohtpy; Vw;Giu (26.10.2002) 

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



14 

E}y;Njl;lk;: jfty; ifNaL 

gpujhd gpupTfs; 
  

 000-099 nghJg;gpupT 
100-199 nka;apay;Jiw 
200-299 rkaq;fs; 
300-399 r%f tpQ;Qhdq;fs; 
400-499 nkhopapay; 
500-599 J}a tpQ;Qhdq;fs;  
600-699 gpuNahf tpQ;Qhdk;> njhopy;El;gk; 
700-799 fiyfs;> Ez;fiyfs; 
800-899 ,yf;fpak; 
900-999 Gtpapay;> tuyhWfs; 

 
 cg gpupTfs; 

 
000  nghJg;gpupT 

 
000 nghJ mwpT       
001 fzdpapay;      
010 E}ypay;> E}y;tpgug;gl;bay;    
020 E}yftpay;> jfty; tpQ;Qhdk;   
030 fiyf; fsQ;rpaq;fs; 
050 nghJg; gUt,jo;fs;> rpwg;gpjo;fs;>  
 topfhl;bfs;> Rl;bfs;  
051 gUt,jo; rpwg;gpjo;fs; 
053 topfhl;bfs;      
060 nghJ epWtdq;fs;      
070 Clftpay;> ntspaPl;Lj;Jiw    
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100  nka;apay;Jiw 
 
100 jj;Jttpay;;       
150 cstpay;       
170 xOf;ftpay;       
180 ,e;J jj;Jtk;      
190 Nrhjplk;> thdrh];jpuk;     
 

200  rkaq;fs; 
 
210 nghJr;rkak; rhu;ghdit    
220 fpwP];jtk;       
294.3 ngsj;jk;       
294.5 ,e;J rkak;> rka ,yf;fpaq;fs;   
294.5(1) ,e;J epWtdq;fs;> khehl;L kyu;fs;   
297 ,];yhk;       
 

300 r%f tpQ;Qhdq;fs; 
 
301 r%ftpay;       
301.1 gz;ghL       

302 ngz;zpak;       
320 murwptpay;       
330 nghUspay;       
334 $l;LwT        
336 epjpapay;> tq;fpapay;     
340 rl;ltpay;       
342 murpayikg;Gr; rl;lk;     
350 nghJ epu;thfk;     
360 r%f Nrit epWtdq;fs;     
370 fy;tpapay;       
370.1 fy;tp epWtdq;fs;> khztu; rq;fq;fs;     
380 tu;j;jfk;> njhlu;Gfs;> Nghf;Ftuj;J   
381 tu;j;jfk;        
388 jiug;Nghf;Ftuj;J      
390 ehl;lhupaYk; gof;f tof;fq;fSk;   
390.1   ,lg;ngau; Ma;T     
391.7  mzpfyd;fs;> cly; myq;fhuq;fs;  
392 tho;tpay; tof;Ffs;> tho;f;if  
 Kiwikfs;      
392.5 jpUkzq;fs;> rlq;F Kiwikfs;   
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394 nghJ toikfs; 
395 ehl;lhu; fiyfs;      
398 fpuhkpa ,yf;fpaq;fs;     
398.1 gonkhopfSk; tpLfijfSk;    
 

400 nkhopapay; 
 
420 Mq;fpyk;      
430 N[u;kd; nkhop     
491.2 rk];fpUj nkhop      
491.48  rpq;fs nkhop      
494.8 jkpo; nkhop      
494.8(1) jkpo; ,yf;fzk;      
494.8(2) jkpo;g; ghlE}y;fs;     
 

500  J}a tpQ;Qhdq;fs; 
 
500 J}a tpQ;Qhdk;      
510 fzpjk;        
520 thdpay; tpQ;Qhdk;     
527 tpz;ntspg; gazk;      
 
  

600 njhopy;El;gk;> gpuNahf tpQ;Qhdk; 
 
601 njhopy;El;gk;      
610 kUj;Jtk;      
612 clw;$w;Wj; njhopypay;     
613 nghJ cly;eytpay;     
613.7  Nahff; fiy      
614 nghJr; Rfhjhuk;       
616 Neha;fs;                         
618 ngz;Nehapay;> kfg;Ngw;W kUj;Jtk;  
619 fPioj;Nja kUj;Jtk; 
619.1 rpj;j kUj;Jtk;     
630 tptrhaKk; mJ rhu;e;j JiwfSk;   
640 ,y;yg;nghUspay;> FLk;gf;fiy   
642 czTk; gupkhwYk;     
646 ijaw; fiyAk; cilayq;fhuKk;  
649 Foe;ijg; guhkupg;G     
650 Kfhikj;Jtk;> mYtyf epu;thfk;  
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653 jl;lr;R> RUf;nfOj;J     
657 fzf;fpay;       
658 tpsk;guj;Jiw 
 

700 fiyfs;> Ez;fiyfs; 
 
701 nghJf;fiyfs;     
730 rpw;gf;fiy       
750 Xtpaf;fiy      
750.(1)  xg;gidf;fiy      
780 ,irf;fiy       
790 epfo;fiyfSk; nghOJNghf;Ff;  
 fiyfSk;      
791 ehl;baf; fiy      
791.1 ehl;ba ehlfq;fs;     
792 muq;fpay;> ehlff;fiy     
793 jpiug;glf;fiy      
796 clw;gapw;rp> tpisahl;Lfs;   
 

800  ,yf;fpak; 
 
800.(1) ,yf;fpa mikg;Gfs;     
801   rpWtu; ,yf;fpaq;fs;     
801.(1)  rpWtu; ghly;fs;> ftpijfs;   
801.(2)  rpWtu; ehlfq;fs;     
801.(3)  rpWtu; ftpjh ehlfq;fs;> fhtpaq;fs; 
801.(4)  rpWtu; rpWfijfs;     
801.(5)  rpWtu; ehty;fs;> FWehty;fs;   
801.(6)  rpWtu;f;fhd fl;Liufs;    
801.(7)  rpWtu;f;fhd gytpd E}y;fs;   
891.2 rk];fpUj ,yf;fpak;    
891.48  rpq;fs ,yf;fpak; 
894.8 jkpo; ,yf;fpak;     
894.8(1) jkpo; ftpijfs;      
894.8(2) jkpo; ehlfq;fs;     
894.8(3) jkpo;f; ftpjh ehlfq;fs;-fhtpaq;fs;    
894.8(4) jkpo;r; rpWfijfs;     
894.8(5) jkpo; ehty;fs;> FWehty;fs;    
894.8(6) ,yf;fpaf; fl;Liufs;> jpwdha;Tfs;    
894.8(7) gytpdj; njhFg;G      
899 gpwnkhop ,yf;fpaq;fs; 
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899.(1) gpwnkhopf; ftpijfs;     
899.(2) gpwnkhop ehlfq;fs;     
899.(3) gpwnkhopf;;ftpijehlfq;fs;> fhtpaq;fs;    
899.(4) gpwnkhopr; rpWfijfs;    
899.(5) gpwnkhop; ehty;fs;> FWehty;fs;  
899.(6) nkhopngau;g;Gf; fl;Liufs; 
 

900 Gtpapay;> tuyhWfs; 
 
910 nghJg; Gtpapay;      
911 gpuahz E}y;fs;> topfhl;bfs;    
915 gpuNjrg; Gtpapay;      
920 tho;f;if tuyhW> Qhgfhu;j;j kyu;fs;   
920.01 Jiwrhuh tho;f;iftuyhWfs;   

920.1 Clftpayhsu;> xypgug;Gj;Jiwapdu;   
921 nka;apayhsu;  
922 rkaj; jiytu;> rpe;jidahsu;    
923 r%ftpay;Jiw rhu;e;Njhu;     
923.1 ngz;zpathjpfs;  
923.2 murpay; Jiwapdu;      
923.3 nghUspayhsu;fs; 
923.4 rl;l mwpQu;fs;     
923.5 nghJ epu;thfj;Jiwapdu; 
923.6 r%f Nrtfu;fs;      
923.61  tpLjiyg; Nghuhspfs;     
923.7 fy;tpj;Jiw rhu;e;Njhu;     
923.8 tu;j;jfu;fs; 
923.9 ehl;lhupay; mwpQu;fs;     
924 nkhopapayhsu;fs;      
925 tpQ;Qhdpfs; 
926 gpuNahf tpQ;Qhdpfs;> kUj;Jtu;fs;   
927 fiyQu;fs;       
927.3 rpw;gf;fiyQu;      
927.5 Xtpaf;fiyQu;fs;      
927.8 ,irf;fiyQu;fs;     
927.91 ehl;baf; fiyQu;fs; 
927.92 ehlff; fiyQu;fs;     
927.93 jpiug;glf;fiyQu;fs; 
927.94 tpisahl;L tpuu;fs;> gpuKfu;fs;   
928  ,yf;fpa mwpQu;fs;     
929 tk;rhtsp Ma;Tfs;     
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950 Mrpa tuyhW     
954.93 ,yq;if tuyhW     
954.93(1) ,yq;ifapd; nghJ tuyhW    
954.93(2) ,yq;if ,dg;gpur;rpid tuyhW   
954.93(3) ,dq;fs;> ,d cwTfs;     
954.93(4) gpuNjr tuyhW      
954.93(5) njhy;ypayha;T      
999 ,yq;if njhlu;ghd gd;dhl;ltupd;  
 jkpo;g;gilg;Gfs;      

Few publications of Mr N. Selvarajah 

 

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



20 

E}y;Njl;lk;: jfty; ifNaL 

E}y;fs; vkJ ,dj;jpd; gz;ghl;il> fyhr;rhu tpOkpaq;fis> 
mwptpay; Njliy mstpl cjTk; rhjdq;fshFk;. mj;jifa 
mwpNtLfspd; gjpT vkJ tsj;ij> mwptpd; Njl;lj;ij vkJ  
jiyKiwf;Fk;> mLj;J tUk; jiyKiwf;Fk; vLj;Jr; nrhy;Yk; 
ty;yik gilj;jd. mj;jifa xU tuyhw;Wg;gjpit> <oj;jkpo;j; 
Njrpaj;jpd; mwpTj;Njl;lj;jpd; fdjpia> gjpthf;fKidAk; 
Kbtpy;yhjnthU ePz;l gazj;jpw;fhd %d;whtJ fhybj;jlk; 
,q;Nf gjpag;ngWfpd;wJ. 
 
,J <oj;jkpoUf;fhd xU Njrpa E}y;tpgug;gl;bay; my;y. 
mj;jifa xU Njitf;fhd> rpe;jidg;Nghf;fpd; xU ntspg;ghL 
vd;W nfhs;syhk;. <oj;Jj; jkpo;j; Njrpaj;Jf;fhd 
jdpj;JtkhdnjhU Mtzf;fhg;gfk;> <oj;jkpoUf;fhd xU Njrpa 
E}yfk; Nghd;w epWtdkag;gLj;jg;gl;l rpe;jidfs; tYg;ngw 
E}y;Njl;lk; xU tpj;jhf mikAnkdpy; mJNt vk; Kaw;rpf;Ff; 
fpl;ba ntw;wpahff; fUJNthk;. 
 
Njrpa E}y;tpgug;gl;bay; Kaw;rpnad;gJ vkf;Fg; Gjpanjhd;wy;y. 
,yq;ifapy; ,jw;fhf> 19k; E}w;whz;bNyNa topNfhyg;gl;L tpl;lJ. 
1885,y; cUthf;fk; ngw;w mr;rf ntspaPl;lfr; rl;l%yj;jpd; 
(mj;jpahak; 179) thapyhf ,yq;ifapy; mr;rplg;gLk; xt;nthU 
E}ypdJk; tpguk; ,yq;ifapy; mr;rpl;l E}y;fspd; gl;bayhfg; gjpT 
nra;ag;gl;L fhyhz;Lf;nfhUKiw murhq;f tu;j;jkhdpapd; 
(Government Gazette) Ie;jhtJ gpupthf ntspaplg;gl Ntz;Lnkd 
epu;zapf;fg;gl;lJ. nrg;nlk;gu; 1949,y; ,yq;if> UNESCO 
mikg;gpd; mq;fj;Jt ehlhfpa gpd;du;> etPdkag;gLj;jg;gl;l Njrpa 
E}w;gl;baypd; Njit typAWj;jg;gl;L te;Js;sJ. mf;fhyfl;lj;jpy; 
Vw;gl;l fy;tpr;rPu;jpUj;jk; kw;Wk; murpay; khw;wq;fs; fhuzkhf 
E}ypay; NjitfSk;> toq;fy;fSk; Jupjkhf mjpfupj;jd.  
 
,jd; tpisthf> 1952,y; ,yq;ifj; NjrpaE}y;tpgug;gl;baYf;fhd 
cg Mizf;FOnthd;W epakpf;fg;gl;lJ. mjd; gupe;Jiuapd; Ngupy; 

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



   

21 

N OOL TH ETTAM  I N FORM ATI ON  BOOKLET 

,yq;if ntspaPLfSf;Fk; ,yq;if njhlu;ghd gd;dhl;L 
ntspaPLfSf;Fkhd xU Njrpa E}y;tpgug;gl;bay;> ru;tNjrj;  
juhjuj;Jld; xj;jpiaaf;$bajhf cUthf;fNtz;Lnkd;W 
jPu;khdpf;fg;gl;lJ.  
 
mf;fhyg;gFjpapy; ,yq;ifapd; Rtbfs; fhg;gfj;jpdhy; murhq;f 
tu;j;jkhdpapd; Ie;jhtJ gpupthf ntspaplg;gl;Lte;j ,yq;ifapy; 
mr;rpl;l E}y;fspd; gl;baYk>; ,yq;ifg; gy;fiyf;fof E}yfj;jpdhy; 
khjhe;jk; njhFf;fg;ngw;Wg; gpugy;akile;jpUe;j gy;fiyf;fof 
E}yfj;jpd; Gjpa E}w;Nru;f;iff;fhd gl;baYk ; xUq;fpize;jjhf Njrpa 
E}w;gl;baiyj; jahupg;gnjd Kbthapw;W. gjpg;gfr; rl;lj;jpd; %yk; 
ngwg;gLk; midj;J E}w;gpujpfspYk;; xt;nthd;W ,yq;ifg; 
gy;fiyf;fofj;jpw;Fk; ghJfhg;gpw;fhf mDg;gg;gl;L te;jikahy; 
Njrpa E}w;gl;baYf;fhd E}y;fspd; tpguq;fisj; njhFg;gJ mq;F 
vspjhapw;W. ePz;lfhyg; ghuk;gupaKs;s gpupj;jhdpa Njrpa 
E}w;gl;baypd; gpujk MrpupauhftpUe;j A.J.nty;]; mtu;fspd; Nrit 
Ak; Muk;gfl;lj;jpy; ,jw;fhfg;ngwg;gl;lJ. ,yq;ifj;Njrpa 
E}w;gl;bay; njhFg;gpw;Fg; nghUj;jkhd mYtyfk; Nghuhjidapy;> 
gy;fiyf;fofj;jpNyNa mikf;fg;gl;lJ. KjyhtJ ,jo; etk;gu; 
1962,y; ntspte;jJ.  
 
,d;Wtiu ,yq;ifj;; Njrpa E}y;tpgug;gl;bay; gy;NtW epu;thf 
murpay; khw;wq;fSf;Fs; rpf;Fz;L xOq;fw;w fhy ,ilntspapy; 
ntspte;Jnfhz;bUf;fpd;wJ.  jw;NghJ> ,yq;ifj; NjrpaE}yfj;jpd; 
nghWg;gpy; ,J ntspaplg;gLfpd;wJ. ,ilf;fpilNa mJ mj;jp 
G+j;jJ Nghy; ntspte;J jdJ ,Ug;igg; gpufldg;gLj;jptUfpd;wJ. 
cupa fhyj;jpy; gpuRukhfhkYk;> gutyhf tpepNahfpf;fg;glhkYk;> 
,Oj;jbg;Gr; nra;ag;gLtjhYk; KOikahd E}y;fspd; gl;baiy 
vd;WNk ntspaplKbahky; NghdjhYk; ,yq;ifj;Njrpa 
E}w;gl;bay; ,yq;ifapy; gpugy;akhftpy;iy. khwhf> Nguhjid 
gy;fiyf;fof E}yfuhftpUe;j mkuu; vr;.V.I. Fzj;jpyf;ftpd; A 

Bibliography of Ceylon: a systematic  guide to the literature on the land, people, 
history and culture published in the Western  languages from the sixteenth century 
to the present day  vd;w Mq;fpy E}y;fSf;fhd E}w;gl;bay; 1970-1983 
fhyg;gFjpapy; 5 njhFjpfs; ntspte;J ru;tNjr uPjpapy; 
mq;fPfupf;fg;gl;l crhj;Jiz E}yhf ,d;Wk; jpfo;fpd;wJ.  
  
,yq;ifj; Njrpa E}w;gl;baypy; nkhopNtWghbd;wp> Kk;nkhop 
E}y;fSf;Fk; nfhs;ifastpy; ,lk; xJf;fg;gl;bUg;gpDk;> 
jkpo;E}w;gpuptpy; murhq;fg; gpuRuq;fSk; xU rpy jkpo; E}y;fSNk 
,lk;ngw;W te;Js;sd. mr;rf> ntspaPl;lhsu; rl;l%yj;ij kjpj;J 
Rtbfs; fhg;gfj;Jf;F xOq;fhf E}y;fis mDg;gpitf;fj; 
jkpog;gpuNjr mr;rfq;fNsh> ntspaPl;lhsu;fNsh vOj;jhsu;fNsh 
Kd;tuhikahy; mq;F jkpo; E}y;fs; ,lk;ngw tha;g;gpy;iy vd;gJ 
xUrhuhu; thjk;. mDg;gp itf;fg;gLk; jkpo; E}y;fisg; 
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gl;bayplf;$ba Ml;gyk; ,y;yhjjhy; jkpo;E}y;fs; Nfl;ghuw;W 
Klf;fg;gLfpd;wd vd;gJ kWrhuhu; thjk;.  
  
,d;iwa ajhu;j;jepiy vd;dntdpy; <oj;Jj; jkpo; E}y;fspy; 
ngUk;ghd;ikahdit ,yq;iff;F ntspNa jkpofj;jpYk; 
Gfyplj;jpYk; mr;rplg;gLtjhFk;. ntspaPl;lhsu;fs;; ngUk;ghYk; 
E}yhrpupauhfNt ,Ug;gjhy;> ntspaPl;Lr; nryitf; Fiwf;fTk;> 
jkpofr;re;ijtha;g;igg; ngwTk;  jkJ E}iyj; jkpofj;jpy; 
mr;rpLfpd;whu;fs;. jhafj;jpy; cUthd mr;rfq;fs; gy ,d;iwa 
epiyapy; jkpofj;jpYk; Nt&d;wpAs;sjhy; <oj;J ntspaPl;lhsu;fs; 
jkpofj;jpy; jk; E}iyg; gjpg;gpg;gjpy; rpukq;fis 
vjpu;Nehf;Ftjpy;iy. <oj;jkpou;fspd; jkpof ntspaPLfs; ,yq;if 
mr;rfr; rl;lj;jpd; Gtpapay;uPjpahd tiuaiuf;Fs; mfg;gLtjpy;iy. 
jkpofj;jpd; Njrpa E}w;gl;baypYk; ,it midj;Jk; 
Nru;j;Jf;nfhs;sg;gLtJkpy;iy. jkJ E}iy tuyhw;Wg; 
gjpthf;Ftjpy; vkJ vOj;jhsu;fs; rpyupd; mf;fiwapd;ikAk; 
,q;F Rl;bf;fhl;lg;gly; Ntz;baJ fhyj;jpd; NjitahFk;. 
  
gpupj;jhdpa gjpg;gfr; rl;lk; nkhopfspd; vy;iy fle;J E}y;fisj; 
NjrpaE}yf itg;gfj;jpw;F Vw;Wf;nfhs;fpd;wd. nkhoptopapyy;yhJ> 
gpupj;jhdpahtpy; mr;rplg;gl;l vk;nkhopE}y;fisAk;> gpupj;jhdpahtpy; 
tpepNahfpf;fg;gLk; vk;nkhopE}y;fisAk; NjrpaE}yfk; 
Vw;Wf;nfhs;fpd;wJ. ,d;Wtiu ,yz;ldpy; ntspaplg;gl;l jkpo; 
E}y;fspy; vj;jid E}y;fs; gpupj;jhdpa gjpg;gfr; rl;lj;jpd; fPo; 
gpupj;jhdpa Njrpa E}yfj;Jf;F 
mDg;gg;gl;Ls;sd? ,q;F ehk; 
ftdpf;f Ntz;ba Kf;fpakhd 
tplak; vd;dntdpy;> ,d;W 
jhafj;jpYk; Gfyplj;jpYk; 
ntspaplg;gLk; ve;jnthU E}Yk; 
jdJ ntspaPL gw;wpa gjpit 
cyfpy; vq;FNk Nkw;nfhs;s 
tha;g;gpy;yhJ fhzg;gLfpd;wJ 
vd;gjhFk;.  
 
xU Fwpg;gpl;l ehl;by; ntspaplg;gLk; <oj;Jj; jkpo;E}nyhd;iw 
,d;ndhU ehl;by; thOk; xUtu; ngw;Wf;nfhs;Sk; tha;g;G ,d;W 
mupjhfNtAs;sJ. E}y; kl;Lky;y> E}y; gw;wpa nra;jpfNs cupa 
fhyj;jpy; te;J Nru;tnjd;gJ mupjhfTs;sJ. jhafj;jpYk;> 
Gfyplj;jpYk; ntsptUk; rQ;rpiffs; ,t;tplaj;jpy; Mf;fG+u;tkhd 
jfty;fisg; gupkhwpf; nfhs;tij mtjhdpf;f Kbe;jhYk;> 
mit$l tpepNahfr; rpf;fYf;Fs; my;yYw;Wf; FWfpa thrfu; 
tl;lj;Jf;Fs; jk;ik mlf;fpf;nfhs;fpd;wd. mtw;why; thrfUf;Fj; 
jhk; mwpKfk; nra;Ak; E}iyg; ngw;Wf; nfhLf;fTk; Kbtjpy;iy.  
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cynfq;Fk; rpjWz;L fplf;Fk; vkJ mwpTj; Njl;lq;fisj; 
Njbj;njhFj;J tifnjhifahfg; gpupj;J tuyhw;W Mtz%ykhf 
khw;Wk; MNuhf;fpakhd Kaw;rp vJTk; jhaf kz;zpy; ngUk; 
vLg;gpy; Nkw;nfhs;sg;gltpy;iy. MapDk;> rpWrpW Kaw;rpfshf 
fhyj;Jf;Ff; fhyk; ,yf;fpafu;j;jhf;fs; rpy tiuaiwfSf;Fs; 
,aq;fp> E}y;fisj; Nju;e;J mtw;iwg; gjpT nra;Jte;Js;sikia 
mwpa Kbfpd;wJ. ,t;tifapy; jdpegu; E}y;tpgug;gl;bay;fs;> 
fz;fhl;rp kyu;fs;> jkpohuha;r;rp khehl;L epidTkyu;fs;> 
gpuNjrthupahd E}y;tpgug;gl;bay;fs; vd;gd Fwpg;gplj;jf;fit. 
,ij tpl> ,yq;if E}yfr;rq;fj;jpd; ,ilepiyg;guPl;irapd; xU 
mq;fkhfg; guPl;rhu;j;jpfs; rku;g;gpj;J tUk; E}y;tpgug;gl;bay;fspy; 
gy jkpo;g;gpuNjrq;fSf;Fupa E}w;gl;bay;fSk; mlq;Ffpd;wd. ,it 
ifnaOj;Jg;gpujpfshf ,yq;if E}yfr;rq;fj;jpd; Nfhitfspy; 
,d;Wk; J}q;fpf;nfhz;bUf;fpd;wd. Nkw;fz;l Kaw;rpfs; vJTk; 
<oj;Jj; jkpo;E}y;fs; gw;wpa xU KOikahd tuyhw;Wg; 
ghu;itiag;ngw cjTk; vd;W $wKbahJs;sJ.  
 
vkJ gz;ghl;L> fyhr;rhu tpOkpaq;fisg; ghJfhj;J itj;jYk; 
mit gw;wpa tuyhw;Wf;Fwpg;Gfisg; NgZtJk; vkJ 
jhu;kPff;flikahFk;. vkf;fhf mij NtnwhUtu; nra;thu; vd;W 
vz;zpf; fhj;jpUg;gJ kpfj;jtwhdjhFk;. ,e;epiy njhlupd; mJ 
vjpu;fhyj;jpy; vkJ gz;ghl;Lj; jw;nfhiyf;F topNfhypajhfNt 
KbAk;. 1981 [{d; Kjyhk; ehspy; jhaf kz;zpy; =yq;fh mur-
gilfshy; epfo;j;jg;gl;l aho;. E}yf vupg;igg; gz;ghl;Lg;; 
gLnfhiy vd;W ,d;Wk; epidT $Ufpd;Nwhk;;. md;W ele;j 
gz;ghl;Lg;gLnfhiyahapDk; rup> ,d;W ehk; ghuhKfkhf ,Ug;gjd; 
%yk; Nkw;nfhs;stpioAk; gz;ghl;Lj; jw;nfhiyahapDk; rup> 
ghjpf;fg;glg;NghtJ <oj;Jj; jkpo;j; Njrpa,dNk.  
 
,e;epiyapy; <oj;Jj; jkpo; E}y;fSf;fhd xU ru;t NjruPjpapy; 
mike;j njhFg;G Kaw;rpapd; Njitia ,q;Nf typAWj;JtJ 
mtrpakhfpd;wJ. jhafj;jpYk;> jkpofj;jpYk; kw;Wk; Gfyplj;jpYk; 
ntspaplg;gl;l E}y;fs; midj;Jk; Gfypl ehnlhd;wpy;  
Mtzf;fhg;gfnkhd;wpy; Nrfupf;f xOq;F nra;ag;gly; Ntz;Lk;. 
,e;epWtdj;jpd; Nrfupg;Gf;fs; midj;Jk; <oj;Jj; jkpo;j;Njrpa 
E}w;gl;bayhf gjpag;gl;Lf; fhyj;Jf;Ff;fhyk; ntspaplg;gl 
Ntz;Lk;. cynfq;Fk; gue;J thOk; <oj;Jj; jkpo; vOj;jhsu;fspd; 
ek;gfj;Jf;Fupa Mtzf;fhg;gfkhf mJ vOk;Ntis mJNt 
<oj;jkpoupd; Njrpa E}yfj;jpd; mj;jpthukhf kyUk;. ,e;jf;fdT 
edthFk; tiu E}y;Njl;lk; jd; gzpiaj; njhlutpiofpd;wJ. 
mjw;fhd Mf;fG+u;tkhd cjtpiaAk; fhj;jpukhd MjuitAk; ngw 
cynfq;Fk; gue;J thOk; jkpo;r;r%fj;jpd; fuq;fisNa 
E}y;Njl;lk; ek;gpapUf;fpd;wJ.  
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The Ceasefire Agreement has not only brought a halt to murder and  

mayhem, but also afforded opportunities to many Sri Lankans – especially 

Tamils – of immense ability, learning and skill, to visit the country of their 

birth without fear. 

 

Tamils living overseas whose achievements have earned them a       

reputation and name, have been visiting the northeast over the past eight 

months since the Agreement was negotiated and given of their       

knowledge – be it on agriculture and crop management, computer     

software development, or the rehabilitation of reservoirs and irrigation 

canals. 

 

One such visitor is a bibliographer and librarian, who lived the last several 

years in Britain. He is here to lend his expertise and knowledge for the 

redevelopment of the Jaffna library and similar institutions. What is     

engaging about the man however is that he already has a remarkable 

output, produced through sustained but silent labour, which goes to show 

the commitment he has to his work. 

 

“ I t took me two years to compile Nool Thettam that has 1000 annotated 

entries,” said N. Selvarajah, speaking to the Northeastern Herald.  

 

Selvarajah’s beginnings were comparatively modest as the librarian of 

Chunnakam Ramanathan College in the 1970s. After a stint of being in 

charge of Sarvodaya’s library in the Jaffna District, he became the      

librarian at the Evelyn Ratnam Institute in Jaffna and later at the        

International Centre for Ethnic Studies (ICES) in Colombo.  

 

He went on to found the Aiyoththi Library Services an organisation      
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devoted to library development and was in charge of two of its          

publications dealing with library science and bibliography. 

 

His visit to Sri Lanka was partly in connection with the publication of Nool 

Thettam that was launched in Colombo last Sunday. This compilation of 

1000 entries is classified into three:  according to subject, which are the 

principal entries, followed by classification on the basis of titles and     

authors. They are also annotated. Nool Thettam is formatted according to 

the Dewey decimal classification. The significance of Selvarajah’s work 

can only be seen when it is examined against the parlous state in which     

bibliographical classification of Tamil books from Sri Lanka is. 

 

“ I  believe there are between 5000 and 8000 volumes of Tamil writing 

from Sri Lanka,”  said Selvarajah. I t is also important to note the volumes 

he is referring to are books starting with the Story of Assambai in 1895 

and do not include writ ing preserved in ola form. 

 

What is however alarming, but not uncommon in this country, is that 

these 8000 volumes are not recorded in their entirety anywhere. “I t is the 

function of a national library to collect and record all of a nation’s       

writ ings. This has not happened here,” Selvarajah stressed. 

 

I t is the function of national libraries to compile lists of books, journals 

and other written materials published and unpublished within the borders 

of that country. Therefore India and the west include in bibliographies 

only Sri Lankan Tamil writing published in their respective countries.     

Sri Lanka that should have a central repository of Sri Lankan Tamil writing 

does not have one.  

 

“This is especially unfortunate because roughly about 70%  of Tamil   

writ ing by Sri Lankan authors is published outside the country,”  says   

Selvarajah. 

 

He estimates that only between 500 and 700 titles by Tamil authors from 

Sri Lanka would have found a place in the bibliography compiled by the 

Sri Lanka National Library Services Board. “How would they have a    

comprehensive bibliography when they do not have access to exhibitions 

of Tamil books overseas?” asked Selvarajah an amused smile playing on 

cherubic face. 

 

An important reason for Tamil books – even those published in Sri Lanka 
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– not being registered at the national library is due to printers who are 

obliged to send copies to the archives being either lazy, or constrained by 

costs to do so.  

 

“ I  do not think it is a deliberate policy of the government to sabotage 

Tamil writing. Rather, it is sheer carelessness. They do not have sufficient 

number of staff that read and understand Tamil. Of course you could say 

it is deliberate on the basis these organisations do not recruit          

Tamil-speaking staff,” Selvarajah conceded. 

 

Of publishing done of Tamil books by Sri Lankan authors overseas, almost 

80%  is in south India. Since most of the books are self-published, these 

author-publishers  prefer India because publishing is very cheap.  

 

“The other advantage is the 

Government of India has a 

scheme whereby the state   

purchases around 300 to 400 

books to   distribute among 

t he schoo l  and  st at e         

libraries. This guarantees that 

at least some books sell.   

Usually the remaining are       

distributed by their authors 

am ong know n people, ”     

Selvarajah said. 

 

In Europe the system is different. Here, with advances in technology, 

desktop    publishing is available to all who wish to use it. The only cost is 

that of printing, since most books are privately published. The core     

constraint is distribution however. Due to the limited reading public of 

Tamil books, they tend to be distributed free through Tamil literary     

circles, bookshops specialising in catering to Tamil clientele, or to friends 

and relatives. 

 

“The Tamil book-publishing industry in Europe and the west is not a  

profitable one. I t is mostly a labour of love. I  would include my own 

books in the same category,” said Selvarajah. 

 

Tracing the history of book publishing in Tamil and bibliographical     

studies, which are in a way intertwined, he said output had been on fairly 

Evelyn Rutnam I nstitute, Jaffna  
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even keel till about the 1960s. They took an upward climb soon after. 

 

“ I  think the introduction of swabasha as the medium of instruction in the 

late 1950s and early 1960s helped this trend,” Selvarajah said. The       

imposition of controls on importing books by the SLFP government of   

Sirimavo Bandaranaike in the 1970s also helped by forcing Tamils of     

Sri Lanka to write, and the trends that were established refused to dry up 

even after book imports were liberalised later.  

 

The upward trend of this period reached a plateau between the         

late-1970s and early-1980s after which there was a steep rise once more, 

“And the trend is still going on,” says Selvarajah. 

 

He attributes three different stimuli for this second upsurge of Tamil    

writ ing from Sri Lanka. First, with the war, Tamils from Sri Lanka had a 

story to tell;  second the relative economic prosperity in western societies 

and India for some immigrant Tamils give them the luxury to indulge in 

literary production. 

 

“Thirdly, immigration has allowed us to view our national problems from a 

distance and helps to give it perspective,”  said Selvarajah, with a far 

away look descending upon him as if to emphasise the point. 

 

However, unlike post-colonial literatures in English for instance, where 

immigrant writing has focussed on non-white experience in western    

societies such as alienation and inability to come to terms with new    

realit ies, Selvarajah says Sri Lankan Tamil writ ing, especially fiction, does 

not necessarily conform to that mode. 

 

“Much of the writing in poetry and short stories tends to be experiential. 

Interestingly, there is very litt le love poetry;  much of the verse is      

revolutionary or speak of the horrors of war,” explained Selvarajah. 

 

There are also important non-fiction works that have come through the 

meeting of cultures. He spoke of a German – Tamil dictionary with     

contemporary references compiled by V. Saravanabahwan in 1992 as one 

example. 

 

Selvarajah looks upon his own work as path breaking in the general    

bibliography category of Sri Lankan Tamil writ ing. There have been     

subject bibliographies compiled in the past. Sri Lankan Tamil novels    
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published between 1895 and 1975 prepared N. Subramaniam of the    

University of Jaffna is one such. S. H. N. Jameel has published a         

bibliography of Sri Lankan Muslim writing from 1895-2000 in four       

volumes, which though having 1975 entries, is unfortunately not         

annotated. Another work is Bibliography of Sri Lankan Tamil literature 

prepared in the 1970s by Kanagasenthinathan. Bibliographies of Tamil 

writing in Sri Lanka, compiled in Tamil, is pretty much limited to these. 

 

Speaking of the Jaffna public library onto whose board of advisors he was 

appointed in 1991, he said it had always remained a municipal library. 

“Jaffna library, despite its vast resources, was not famous till it was burnt 

down,” he said. “And then it assumed a polit ical significance”. Since it 

was not a national library, Jaffna did not have a book depository.    

Therefore, all books published in Tamil did not reach it. Since the       

depository was the National Library Services Board in southern Sri Lanka 

(first at the University of Peradeniya under the able guidance of H. A. I . 

Goonatilleke before it was shifted 

to Colombo), printers in the   

northeast were reluctant, or just 

careless about sending copies of 

published works in Tamil for     

registration. Selvarajah said there 

was an attempt to make Jaffna 

library a regional library for the 

northeast, but the project did not 

take off. 

 

He said a national library is a 

structure, which has a legal book depository. Jaffna library however, even 

if it is reconstructed, will   remain a municipal library. A possible solution 

is to make it a wing of the National Library Services Board as in the U.K 

where the national library has wings in different parts of the country. I f 

this is accomplished, Jaffna library could legally access resources for   

library development for collecting, cataloguing and compiling              

bibliographies.  

 

Selvarajah believes that a national bibliography should be put together 

once the Jaffna library or a similar institution catering to the compilation 

of Tamil books and journals is set up. This will be an authoritative body 

with the necessary legal backup. “Till then I  will do it,” he says. 

 

Sarvodaya central library, 

Pungudutivu 
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Now the first volume of 1000 entries is complete, Selvarajah is compiling 

the second volume that will contain the next 1000 entries. He expects to 

bring out six or seven volumes to cover a substantial portion of his area 

of specialisation. He said his visit to Sri Lanka is also partly a fund-raising 

mission. He hopes to go to France and Malaysia shortly to drum up     

financial support for the forthcoming volumes. 

 

“ I  also hope to obtain support from authors by asking them to provide 

information about their books. They could send me a copy, if they can 

afford it. Otherwise, even vital information about the book such as tit le, 

author’s name, printer, contents, number and size of pages would be  

welcome,” said Selvarajah.  
Northeastern Herald, Colombo 

November 01 - November 07 2002   

Library project in I ndonesia 1981-1982 
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,yq;ifapy; jkpo;g; gpuNjrq;fspy; E}yftpay; Jiwapd; 
tsu;r;rpg;Nghf;fpy; Kf;fpakhdnjhU fhyfl;lkhf vOgJfspd; 
eLg;gFjp fUjg;gLfpd;wJ. 
 
mf;fhyfl;lk; tiuapy; cs;Suhl;rp Nritapy; E}yfu;fshfr; 
Nru;j;Jf;nfhs;sg;gLtjw;F fy;tpj;juk; mf;fiwAld; 
vjpu;ghu;f;fg;gltpy;iy. ngUkstpy; fpuhkrig> efurig 
rpw;W}opau;fshf ,Ue;jtu;fs; gjtp cau;T fz;L 
E}yfg;nghWg;ghsu;fshf epakdk; ngw;whu;fs;. fpuhkrig epu;thf 
Copau;fs; RatpUg;gpd; mbg;gilapy; E}yfj;ijAk; Nkw;ghu;it 
nra;a mDkjpf;fg;gl;lhu;fs;. cau;ju ghlrhiyfs; jtpu;e;j 
ngUthupahd jkpo;g; ghlrhiyfspy; E}yfr; rpe;jid mf;fhy 
fl;lq;fspy; Kfpo;j;jpUf;ftpy;iy. E}yfupd; flikia E}yfk; 
gw;wpa vt;tpj mwpTkw;w Mrpupau;fSk;> trjpf;fl;lzj;jpy; 
epakpf;fg;gLk; gioa khztu;fSNk G+u;j;jpnra;J te;jpUe;jhu;fs;.  
 
,yq;if cs;Suhl;rp Nritfs; E}yfu; juk; 3 vd;w gjtpia 
cUthf;fpa gpd;du; jhd; 1976fSf;Fg; gpd;du; gbg;gbahf 
cs;Suhl;rp NritfSf;Fl;gl;l E}yfu; gjtpfSf;F E}yftpay; 
fy;tp fw;wtu;fs; mDkjpf;fg;gl;lhu;fs;. ghlrhiyfspYk;> 
ghlj;jpl;lq;fspd; khw;wq;fshy; ghlE}y;fSf;F mg;ghy; gue;j 
thrpg;gpw;fhd mwpTj;NjlYf;F khztu;fs; Cf;fkspf;fg;gl;lhu;fs;. 
,j;jifa khw;wq;fs; <oj;jpd; E}yftpay; Jiwf;F rhjfkhdit 
ahf mike;jd. 
 
vOgJfspd; eLg;gFjpfs; tiuapy; ,yq;if E}yfr; rq;fj;jpd; 
E}yftpay; fy;tpr;Nrit jkpo;g; gpuNjrq;fspy; ghupa tp];jupg;G 
vjidAk; Nkw;nfhs;s Kaw;rpf;ftpy;iy. 70fspd; eLg;gFjpapy; 
cs;Suhl;rp Nritapy; Ml;Nru;g;gpw;fhf E}yff;fy;tp ngw;wtu; 
fSf;Fj; jhd; Kd;Dupik fpl;baJ. mjd;gpd;du; E}yff;fy;tpapy; 
,isQu;fspilNa gbg;gbahf Mu;tk; Vw;gl;lJ. aho;g;ghzj;jpy; 
ghuk;gupaf; fy;tpaikg;gpy; CwpapUe;j ,isQu;fs; ,j;Jiwapy; 
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gbg;gbahf <u;f;fg;gl;ljhy; Mz;LNjhWk; ,yq;if E}yfr; 
rq;fj;jpd; Kjyhk; ,uz;lhk; tFg;Gfspw;fhd gapw;rpnewpfs; 
aho;g;ghzj;jpy; mwpKfg;gLj;jg;gl;ld. aho;g;ghz kj;jpa 
fy;Y}upapd; E}yfuhd jpU. khzpf;fthrfu; xUq;fpizg;ghsuhf 
tpUe;J ,e;jg; gapw;rpnewpia ,yq;if E}yfr; rq;fj;jpd; rhu;gpy; 
elj;jpte;jhu;. nfhOk;gpypUe;Jk; aho;g;ghzj;jpypUe;Jk; tpupTiuah 
su;fs; te;J ,e;j tFg;Gfis elj;jpdhu;fs;. tlf;fpy; kl;Lky;yhJ 
fpof;fpypUe;Jk; E}yfu;fs; aho;g;ghzk; te;J E}yff; fy;tpiaf; 
fw;whu;fs;. vOgJfspd; eLg;gFjpapypUe;J 80fspd; Muk;gk; tiu 
,e;j tsu;r;rp kpf MNuhf;fpakhf ,Ue;jJ.  
 
MNuhf;fpakhd tsu;r;rpfz;l E}yftpay;Jiwapd; Nghf;fpy; 
rLjpahd gha;r;ry; 1981,y; aho; E}yfk; vupAz;lijaLj;J 
Vw;gl;lJ. nghJg;gilahf murpay;uPjpapy; <oj;jkpou;fspy; ,JnthU 
ghjpg;ig Vw;gLj;jpa NghjpYk;> Gj;jp[Ptpfsplk; mwptpay;uPjpahf 
MokhdnjhU mgha mwptpg;ig ,e;j epfo;T Vw;gLj;jpaJ. 
aho;g;ghz E}yfk; khj;jpuky;yhJ> <oehL gj;jpupif mYtyfk;> 
G+ghyrpq;fk; Gj;jfrhiy vd;gdTk; md;iwajpdk; murpd; 
jpl;lkplypd; gpufhuk; iff;$ypfshy; jPf;fpiuahf;fg;gl;bUe;jJ. 
jkpoupd; mwpT+w;Wf;fspd; kPJ ,dthjk; ifitj;j me;jr; 
nrayhdJ mJtiu <og; Nghuhl;lj;jpypUe;J xJq;fpg; ghu;itahsu; 
fshftpUe;j gy Gj;jp[Ptpfis Nghuhl;lg; ghijia Nehf;fpj; 
js;spaJ. ,J ntWk; E}yf vupg;G vd;w fUj;jpaypypUe;J tpyfp 
kpf Mokhfj; jkpouplk; Nt&d;wpapUe;j fy;tpg;ghuk;gupaj;ij 
mopf;Fk; jpl;lkpl;l Kaw;rp vd;w fUj;J NkNyhq;fpaJ. 
 
aho;g;ghz E}yf vupg;G aho;g;ghzk; khdpg;gha; kz;zpypUe;J jdJ 
,sikf; fhyj;jpNyNa NtNuhL ngau;e;J nfhOk;Gf; fWthf;fhl;Lr; 
r%fj;Jld; xd;wpapUe;j N[k;]; Njtjhrd; ,uj;jpdk; mtu;fis 
kPz;Lk; aho;g;ghzj;Jf;F tutioj;jJld; jd;DilaJk;> E}yf 
vupg;gpy; mjpu;e;jpUe;j kw;iwa njd;dpyq;if Gj;jp[PtpfspdJk; 
E}y;fisf; nfhz;L gy;fiyf;fofj;Jf;F mUfhikapy; xU 
E}yfj;ijf; fl;bnaOg;gp aho;g;ghz r%fj;Jf;F mij kdKte;J 
toq;f itj;jJ. NkYk;> aho;g;ghzg; nghJ E}yfk; 1984,y; 
kPz;Lk; ,aq;fj; njhlq;fpa NghJ aho;g;ghz khefurig 
vy;iyf;Fs; khj;jpuk; mq;fj;jtiuj; NjlhJ KO khtl;lj;jpw;Fk; 
jdJ mq;fj;Jtj;ij tpupthf;fpaJ. 
 

mNahj;jp E}yf Nritfs; 
 
jkpo;g; gpuNjrq;fspy; E}yfq;fSk; E}yfu;fSk; vjpu;Nehf;fpa 
gpur;rpidfSf;F mwptpay;> njhopy;El;g uPjpapy; cjtpfis 
toq;Ftjw;F mf;fhy fl;lj;jpy; epWtdkag;gLj;jg;gl;l mikg;G 
vJTk; jkpou; jhaf kz;zpy; ,Ue;jpUf;ftpy;iy. ,e;epiy gw;wp 
<oj;jpd; jkpo; E}yfj;Jiwapd; Kd;Ndhbfshf me;ehl;fspy; ,Ue;j 
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fyhepjp. Nt.,.ghf;fpaehjd;> v];.vk;.fkhy;jPd;> ,.KUfNts; 
Nghd;NwhUld; ,f;fl;Liuahsu; ePz;lfhykhf fye;Jiuahbj; 
jpl;lkpl;L te;jpUe;jhu;. ,jd; tpisthf mwpQu;fspd;; MrpAld; 
1985,y; mNahj;jp E}yfNritfs; vd;w epWtdk; aho;g;ghzk; 
<t;ypd; ,uj;jpdk; gy;ypdg;gz;ghl;L epWtd E}yfuhftpUe;j 
vd;.nry;tuh[h mtu;fshy; epWtg;gl;lJ. ,e;epWtdj;jpd; Kf;fpa 
Nehf;fk; E}yftpay; fy;tpia jkpopy; gutyhf;FtJk;> E}yfq;fs; 
vjpu;Nehf;Fk; gy;NtW gpur;rpidfSf;Fupa jPu;Tf;fhd njhopy;El;g 
MNyhridfis epWtduPjpapy; toq;FtJkhFk;.  
 
,j;jpl;lj;jpw;F mbg;gilahf “E}yftpay;” vd;w fhyhz;L 
rQ;rpif nrg;nlk;gu; 1985,y; mNahj;jp E}yf Nritfs; 
mikg;gpdhy; Muk;gpf;fg;gl;L jkpo;g; gpuNjrq;fspy; ,aq;Fk; 
midj;J E}yfq;fSf;Fk;> jkpo; E}yfu;fSf;Fk; gpujpfs; 
mDg;gpitf;fg;gl;ld. aho; khtl;l rdr%f epiyaq;fspd; 
rk;Nksdk;> aho; khtl;l cs;Suhl;rp Nritfs; mYtyfk;> aho; 
khtl;l fy;tp epWtdq;fs; vd;gd Mu;tj;Jld; ,tw;iw  
tpepNahfpf;f xOq;Ffisr; nra;jpUe;jd. jkpo;%yk; E}yftpay; 
fy;tpiaf; fw;Fk; khztu;fSf;Fk;> Rak;Gthf E}yfj;Jiwapy; 
<Lgl;Lte;j gy juhjug;gj;jpukw;w E}yfu;fSf;Fk; E}yftpay; 
fhyhz;Lr; rQ;rpif xU tug;gpurhjkhf mike;jJ.  
 
vd;.nry;tuh[hit gpujk Mrpupauhff; nfhz;l “E}yftpay;” 
rQ;rpifapd; Mrpupau; FOtpy; jpU rp.KUfNts;> fyhepjp 
Nt.,.ghf;fpaehjd;> fyhepjp ,.ghyRe;juk;> jpUkjp &gh eluh[h> 
jpUkjp Nuh.guuh[rpq;fk;> [dhg;.v];.vk;.fkhy;jPd;> jpU. 
nr.fpU\;zuh[h MfpNahu; Mu;tj;Jld; gzpahw;wpdhu;fs;. 1991tiu 
jlq;fypd;wp ntspte;j E}yftpay; rQ;rpif> mjd; Mrpupau; 
Gyk;ngau;e;J If;fpa ,uhr;rpaj;Jf;Fr; nrd;wNjhL ntsptuhJ 
epd;WNghapw;W. jghy; Nghf;Ftuj;J> kw;Wk; Nghu;r;#oy; fhuzkhf 
E}yftpay; kPz;Lk; ntsptUtJ ,d;Wtiu jilg;gl;Lte;Js;sJ. 
 
E}yftpay; rQ;rpif ntspaPl;Lg; gzpiaAk; ,f;fhyfl;lj;jpy; 
Nkw;nfhz;L tlf;F> fpof;F> kiyafj;jpypUe;J E}yftpay; Ji-
wapYk;> E}ypay; JiwapYk; mf;fiwnfhz;l gyiu xU Filapd; 
fPo; xUq;fpizj;jJ. ,jdhy; mNahj;jp E}yfNrit> Nghu;f;fhyr; 
#oypYk; rf;jpkpf;fnjhU E}yf mikg;ghfj; Njrpa uPjpapy; 
tsu;r;rpfz;lJ.  
 

E}y; ntspaPl;Lg; gzpapy; mNahj;jp E}yf Nritfs;  
 
mNahj;jp E}yfNrit mf;fhyfl;lg; Nghu;r;#oypy; kpf Kf;fpa 
r%fj; NjitahftpUe;j Kjy; cjtpr; rpfpr;irf; ifE}y; xd;Wld; 
jd; ntspaPl;Lg; gzpia 1985,y; Muk;gpj;jJ. aho;g;ghzg; 
gy;fiyf;fof r%f kUj;JtgPl tpupTiuahsuhftpUe;j itj;jpa 
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fyhepjp e.rptuh[h mtu;fs; vOjpa “Kjy; cjtp” vd;w E}Ny 
Kjy; ntspaPlhapw;W. fhyf;fpukj;jpy; E}yfj;Jiw> kw;Wk; E}ypay; 
JiwfSf;fhd ntspaPl;Lg; gzpfspy; mNahj;jp E}yf Nritfs; 
epWtdk; <Lglyhapw;W. E}yftpay; Jiwapd; KjyhtJ E}yhf 
“E}w;gFg;ghf;fk;: E}yfu;fSf;fhd ifE}y;” mike;jJ. 
E}yftpay;Jiw tpupTiuahsuhftpUe;j fyhepjp Nt.,.ghf;fpaehjd; 
mtu;fshy; vOjg;gl;L [}iy 1986,y; ,e;E}y; ntspahapw;W. 
E}yfq;fspy; E}y;fisg; gFg;ghf;fk; nra;tjw;Fg; gutyhfg; 
gad;gLj;jg;gl;L tUk; ^tp jrhk;rg; gFg;G Kiwapd; 19k; gjpg;gpd; 
RUf;fg; gpuptpid ,e;E}y; jkpopy; nfhz;bUe;jJ. ^ap jrhk;rg; 
gFg;G Kiwapy; gFg;gha;T nra;tjw;Fg; gapw;rp ngw;wpuhj jkpo; 
E}yf Copau;fSf;F Vw;w tifapy; vspa cjhuz tpsf;fq;fSk; 
,e;E}ypy; fhzg;gl;bUe;jJ. ,e;E}ypd; Kf;fpaj;Jtk; fUjp 
,uz;lhtJ gjpg;G Mf];l; 1989,y; ntspaplg;gl;lJ. ,ilapy; 
E}yhrpupauhy; ,e;jpahtpYk; fhe;jsfk; ntspaPl;lfj;jpd; thapyhf 
,e;E}y; kPs;gpuRuk; fz;bUe;jJ.  
 
“fy;tp epWtd E}yfq;fs;” vd;w E}y; E}yfj;Jiwapd; %d;whtJ 
ntspaPlhf 1987,y; kyu;e;jJ. aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fof 
E}yfj;ijr; Nru;e;j jpUkjp tpkyhk;gpif ghyRe;juk; mtu;fs;  
vOjpa ,e;E}ypy; Muk;gg; ghlrhiyfs;> fdp\;l ,ilepiyg; 
ghlrhiyfs;> rpNu\;l ,ilepiyg; ghlrhiyfs;> cau;fy;tp 
epWtdq;fshd njhopy;El;gf; fy;Y}upfs;> Mrpupau; gapw;rpf; 
fy;Y}upfs;> gy;fiyf;fofq;fs;> gy;NtW Ma;tfq;fs; Mfpatw;wpy; 
,aq;Fk; E}yfq;fspd; E}w;Nrfupg;G> E}yfq;fspd; gad;ghL> E}yf 
Nritg; gFjpfs; Kjypad ,e;E}ypy; tpgupf;fg;gl;bUe;jd. 
,e;epWtdq;fs; vjpu;Nehf;ff;$ba gpur;rpidfs;> mtw;iw eptu;j;jp 
nra;a E}yfu; ifahsf;$ba topKiwfs; vd;gdTk; me;E}ypy; 
Muhag;gl;bUe;jd.  
 
1989,y; tpkyhk;gpif ghyRe;juk; njhFj;j kw;nwhU E}y; 
“fiyr;nrhw;nwhFjp: E}yfKk; jfty; tpQ;QhdKk;” vd;w 
jiyg;gpy; ntspaplg;gl;lJ. mNahj;jp ntspaPl;bd; 3tJ E}yhf 
mike;j ,J> E}yf-jfty; tpQ;Qhdj;Jiwapy; gad;gLj;jg;gLk; 
Rkhu; 1500 Mq;fpy fiyr;nrhw;fSf;Fupa jkpo;g;gjq;fisf; 
nfhz;bUe;jd. ,yq;ifapy; ,j;Jiwapy; jkpopy; ntspte;Js;s 
KjyhtJ fiyr;nrhw;nwhFjp ,JthFk; vd;gJ Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ.  
 
1989,NyNa “fpuhkpa E}yfq;fSk; mgptpUj;jpAk;” vd;w ngaupy; 
ehd;fhtJ E}y; mNahj;jp E}yf Nritfs; epWtdj;jpd; 
,af;Feuhd vd;.nry;tuh[h mtu;fspdhy; vOjp ntspaplg;gl;lJ. 
jkpo;g; gpuNjrq;fis ikag;gLj;jp fpuhk E}yf ,af;fk;> rpWtu; 
E}yfq;fs;> ghlrhiy E}yfq;fs;> ghyu;fSf;fhd  E}y;fisf; 
fpuhkkl;lj;jpy; jahupj;jy;> rdr%f epiyaq;fspd; E}yf 
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eltbf;iffs;> E}y; nfhs;tdT Nghd;w tplaq;fis tpsf;Fk; 
fl;Liufisf; nfhz;lJ ,e;E}yhFk;. nry;tuh[htpd; kw;nwhU 
E}yhd Muk;g E}yfu; ifE}y;> nrg;nlk;gu; 1991,y; 
nfhOk;gpypUe;J ntspaplg;gl;bUe;jJ. rpW E}yfnkhd;wpd; 
nraw;ghLfs; Nfhbl;Lf; fhl;lg;gl;Ls;s ,e;E}ypy; E}yfj;Jiwiaj; 
Nju;e;njLf;Fk; xUtUf;F E}yfnkhd;wpd; md;whl eltbf;iffs;> 
kw;Wk; epu;thf mwpTiufs; tpupthf toq;fg;gl;bUe;jJ.  
 
,yq;if Njjrpa E}yf Nritfs; rigapd; cjtp 
,af;feuhftpUe;j E}yftpayhsu; v];.vk;.fkhy;jPd; 

mtu;fsJ E}yftpay; fl;Liufisj; 
jhq;fpa “E}Yk; E}yfKk;” 

vd;w E}y; nrg;nlk;gu; 
1992,y; nfhOk;gpy; 
ntspaplg;gl;lJ.  
 

“aho;g;ghzg; nghJ E}yfk;: 
xU tuyhw;Wj; njhFg;G” vd;w 

E}y; vd;.nry;tuh[h mtu;fshy; 
If;fpa ,uhr;rpaj;jpypUe;J 
mNahj;jp E}yfNritfspd; 
thapyhf [{d; 2001 ,y; 

ntspaplg;gl;bUe;jJ. ,yz;ld;: thrd; mr;rfj;jpy; 
mr;rplg;gl;l ,e;E}y; mNahj;jp E}yf Nritfs; mikg;G 
Gfyplj;jpypUe;J ntspapl;l KjyhtJ E}yfj;Jiw rhu;e;j E}yhf 
mikfpd;wJ. [{d; 1> 1981 ,y; ,yq;if murgilapduhy; vupj;J 
mopf;fg;gl;l aho;g;ghzg; nghJ E}yfj;jpd; tuyhw;iwf; $wf;$ba 
gj;jpupifr; nra;jpfs;> rQ;rpiffs;> E}y;fs;> ,izaj;jsq;fs;> 
Nghd;wtw;wpy; ntspahd jfty;fisAk;> Jz;Lg;gpuRuq;fs;> rpW 
E}y;fs; Nghd;wtw;iwAk; njhFj;J Mz;Lthupahf xOq;F nra;J> 
aho;. E}yfj;Jld; njhlu;G nfhz;ltu;fspd; fl;LiufSld; Nru;j;J 
glq;fSld; E}YUthf;fg;gl;lJ. 
 
mNahj;jp E}yf Nritapd; kpf Kf;fpakhd E}ypay; gq;fspg;ghf 
miktJ “E}y;Njl;lk;” vd;w ghupa njhFg;G Kaw;rpahFk;. 
jhafj;jpYk; Gfyplj;jpYk; ntspaplg;gl;l <oj;Jj; jkpo; 
E}y;fSf;fhd Fwpg;GiuAldhdnjhU E}y;tpgug;gl;bay; 
E}y;Njl;lkhFk;. xt;nthU njhFjpapYk; 1000 E}y;fSf;fhd 
gjpTfs; njhFf;fg;gl;Ls;sd. gpujhd gjpT J}tpjrhk;rg; gFg;G 
Kiwiaj; jOtpg; gFg;ghf;fk; nra;ag;gl;L> ghlthupahfg;; 
gjpag;gl;Ls;sJ. xt;nthU gjpTk; njhlu;,yf;fkplg;gl;Ls;sJ. E}y; 
jiyg;G topfhl;b> Mrpupau; topfhl;b vd;gd E}ypd; rpwg;gk;rkhff; 
fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. E}y;Njl;lk; KjyhtJ njhFjp [{d; 2002,Yk;> 
2tJ njhFjp [{d; 2004,Yk; 3tJ njhFjp Mf];l; 2005,Yk; 
ntspte;J <oj;jkpou;fspd; 3000 E}y;fisf; Fwpg;GiuAld; 
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gjpTnra;Js;sJ. njhlu;e;Jk; ,j;njhFg;G 
Kaw;rpfs; Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;L tUtJk; 

Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ. ,d;iwa fhyfl;lj;jpy; 
<oj;jkpou;fspd; ntspaPl;L 

Kaw;rpfis gue;j mstpy; 
gjpTnra;J itf;Fk; Kjy; 
Kaw;rp ,JthFk;. 
 
mNahj;jp E}yf Nritfs; 
Muk;gpf;fg;gl;l 1985k; Mz;bypUe;J 
Nkw;nfhz;L te;j E}yftpay;> 
E}ypay; Kaw;rpfspy; Kf;fpakhd 
jhff; fUjg;gLk; kw;nwhU mk;rk; 

,t;tikg;gpdhy; xOq;Fnra;ag;gl;l fUj;juq;FfshFk;. 
aho;g;ghzk; ,t;ypd; ,uj;jpdk; gy;ypdg;gz;lghl;bay; epWtdj;jpy; 
E}yfu; xd;W$ly;fisj; njhlu;e;J elj;jp> jkpo;g; gpuNjr 
E}yfu;fisAk;> mg;gpuNjrq;fspy; E}yfq;fisj; jpl;lkpl;L 
topelj;Jk; epu;thfpfisAk; xNu $iuapd; fPo; re;jpf;fitj;J> 
vg;NghJNk Nfl;fg;glhjpUe;j E}yfu;fspd; Fuiyf; cuj;Jf; Nfl;f 
itj;j ngUik ,t;tikg;igNa rhUk;. md;iwa fhyfl;lj;jpy; 
<oehL ehspjy; jdJ Mrpupau; jiyaq;fj;jpd; topahfTk;> 
nra;jpfspd; topahfTk; ,k;Kaw;rpf;F Kf;fpaj;Jtk; toq;fp 
apUe;jJ. ,t;tikg;gpd; xd;W$ly; epfo;r;rpfspd; ghjpg;gpdhy; 
gpd;dhspy; aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fofKk; XupU E}yftpay; 
fUj;juq;Ffis Vw;ghLnra;aNeu;e;jJ.  
 
aho;g;ghz khtl;l rdr%f epiyaq;fspd; rk;Nksdj;jpd; 
xUq;fpizg;Gld; 300f;Fk; mjpfkhd rdr%f epiyaq;fs; 
aho;g;ghzf; Flhehl;by; ,aq;fp fpuhkpa kl;lj;jpy; E}yf-thrpf 
rhiy Nritapidahw;wp te;jd. ,r; r%f mikg;Gfis ghupa 
mstpy; xUq;fpizj;J rdr%f epiya E}yfu;fSf;fhd 6 ehs; 
gapw;rpAk; rhd;wpjo; toq;fYk; Ig;grp 1989,y; mNahj;jp E}yf 
Nrit epWtdj;jhy; rdr%f epiyaq;fspd; rk;Nksdj;jpd; 
mDruizAld; aho;g;ghzj;jpy; nfhl;lbg;gFjpapy; mike;jpUe;j 
rk;Nksdj;jpd; jiyik mYtyfj;jpy; elj;jp Kbf;fg;gl;lJ. 
 
Njhl;lg; gpuNjrq;fSf;fhd $l;Lr; nrayfj;jpd; miog;gpd;Ngupy; 
(Coordinating Secretariat for Plantation Areas, Kandy) fz;b G\;gjhd 
khtj;ijapy; mike;Js;s jiyikr; nrayfj;jpy; 1990 Vg;uy; 6-8k; 
jpfjpfspy; kiyaf E}yf mgptpUj;jp njhlu;ghd fUj;juq;nfhd;W 
mNahj;jp E}yf Nritfspdhy; ntw;wpfukhf elj;jp Kbf;fg;gl;lJ. 
,yq;ifapd; gpugy E}yfu;fis ,f;fUj;juq;fpy; xNu Nkilapy; 
,lk;ngwr;nra;jik ,e;epfo;tpd; Kf;fpa ntw;wpahFk;.  
 
khefurigfspd; Ntz;LNfhspd; Ngupy; mNahj;jp E}yf Nritfs; 
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mikg;gpdu; gpuNjruPjpapy; cs;Suhl;rp E}yfq;fSf;fhd E}yftpay; 
fUj;juq;FfisAk; Nkw;nfhz;bUe;jdu;. rz;bypg;gha;> cLtpy; 
cjtp murhq;f mjpgu; gpuptpYs;s fpuhkpa efu E}yfu;fSf;fhd 
xU ehs; fUj;juq;F [{d; 1986 ,y; khdpg;gha; E}yfj;jpy; 
,lk;ngw;wJ. jpUNfhzkiy efu rigapd; MjuTld; 
jpUNfhzkiy khtl;l E}yfu;fSf;fhd fUj;juq;Fk; ,Uehs; 
gapw;rpAk; etk;gu; 1989,y; ,lk;ngw;wJ. 
 
r%f mikg;Gfspd; epjptsj;ij mjpfupf;fTk;> E}yf 
tpopg;Gzu;tpid mg;gpuNjr kf;fspilNa Vw;gLj;jTk; mNahj;jp 
E}yf Nrit mikg;G Njhs; nfhLj;J te;Js;sJ. ethyp 
it.vk;.rP.VAld; ,ize;J E}yf thuk; Vw;ghL nra;ag;gl;L fpuhk 
tpopg;Gzu;it Cl;baJld; ethypapy; it.vk;.rP.V E}yfj;Jf;F 
E}y;fSk; epjpAk; jpul;bAjtpdu;. Gq;FLjPT ru;Nthja mikg;gpdupd; 
fpuhk E}yfj; jpl;lq;fSf;F MNyhridAk; gapw;rpfSk; 
toq;Ftjpy; mNahj;jp E}yf Nrit ,d;Wk; Kaw;rpfis 
Kd;ndLj;J tUfpd;wJ. ];nfhl;yhe;jpd; Books Abroad epWtdj;jpd; 
thapyhf jhafj;jpd; E}yf mgptpUj;jpf;fhd E}y; cjtpj; 
jpl;lq;fis jw;NghJ Kd;ndLj;J tUk; mNahj;jp E}yf Nritfs; 
mikg;gpd; E}yftpay; kw;Wk; E}ypay; gzpfs;> Nghu;f;fhyr; 
#oypy;> E}yfj;Jiwapd; nraw;ghLfSf;F Kf;fpaj;Jtk; 
toq;fg;gl;buhjnthU Ntisapy; Kd;ndLf;fg;gl;bUe;jnjd;gJ 
kdq;nfhs;sj;jf;fjhFk;. 
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THE NEED FOR BI BLI OGRAPHI ES 

 

Books are the means through which a race conveys its culture, ideas,  

ideals, way of life, life values and accumulated wisdom of the ages from 

one generation to another- to its own people to the rest of the world. 

 

The need for a National Bibliography - a systematic guide to the         

literature, history and culture of a land and its people- was recognised in 

Sri Lanka during the 19th century. The Publishers Act 1885 (Chapter 179) 

stipulated that a list of every printed book available in the country should 

be included in the Fifth Part of the Government Gazette. In 1949          

Sri Lanka (then Ceylon) became a member state of the UNESCO and the 

need for a modernised Bibliography was further stressed. 

 

In 1952 a sub committee was appointed to facilitate the compilation of a 

National Bibliography to meet international standards. I t was decided that 

the University of Peradeniya was the most suitably placed institution for 

this venture. In 1962 the first volume of a National Bibliography was   

published from Peradeniya. 

 

Subsequently the Government decided that the publication of a National 

Bibliography should come under the purview of the National Library    

services and the venue of its publication was changed to Colombo. 

 

From the time the National Bibliography became the responsibility of the 

National Library services the publications were irregular, coding of books 

were not systematically carried out and its distribution was not uniform. 

 

However Mr. H.I .A. Goonatillaka, Chief Librarian at Peradenniya University 
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through his own efforts compiled a Bibliography of books in English. He 

published his work – “A Bibliography of Ceylon: A systematic guide to the 

Literature of the Land, people, their history and culture published in the 

western languages from the sixteenth century to the present day”. This 

Bibliography of English books published in 5 volumes between 1970 and 

1983 was highly commended and remains an international reference work 

on Sri Lankan  Studies. 

 

 THE QUESTI ON OF TAMI L BOOKS 

 

The Sri Lankan National Library Services Board continued to publish its 

own Bibliography which included Sinhalese, Tamil and English tit les. 

 

Although there have been about 8000 Tamil books by Sri Lankan authors 

to this date, only about 500 tit les have found a place in the Bibliography 

compiled by the National Library Services. I t may be that the publishers 

of Tamil books may be failing to send their publications to the Library 

Services Board. But many point out that even the books that were sent 

were not catalogued and processed as they do not have the manpower to 

undertake this work involving Tamil books. 

 

Over the past two decades about 40%  of all books by Sri Lankan writers 

in Tamil are published abroad – outside Sri Lanka. There is certainly an 

upsurge of Tamil writing over the last twenty years. The ethnic violence 

in the country, a war situation, and a mass exodus of people from Sri 

Lanka to all over the world – had given a new dimension to writing.     

Furthermore almost every family had a story or life experience to tell. 

 

The relative economic prosperity of the west enabled the new writers to 

publish their work on their own, and their writing from outside their    

native country gave a different perspective to our national problems. 

 

Such writing – some of them of a very high calibre – never found its way 

into the Bibliographies compiled by the Sri Lankan National Library      

Services. I t is this shortfall of commission and omission that is being   

addressed by Mr. N. Selvarajah. 

 

A ONE-MAN CRUSADE 

 

Mr Selvarajah’s Nool Thettam – a Bibliography of Tamil Books by Sri 

Lankan writers from home and abroad which has more that a thousand 
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entries in its first volume could become the starting point of a National 

Eelam Tamil Library Bibliography or an Eelam Tamils Central              

Responsibility. 

 

Mr Selvarajah – a well known Librarian and Bibliographer began his    

career in 1976 as a librarian at Ramanathan College, Chunnakam in Sri 

Lanka. And then  served as  the Central Librarian  for the  Sarvodaya 

Shramadana Movement in the Jaffna District. 

 

During 1981-82 he served for 

a year in Indonesia under the 

United Nations Development 

Pr og r am m e,  w her e he  

organised a Model Rural   

Community Library System for 

that country in the Village 

Mar engm an g  near  t h e      

provincial capital, Bandung, in 

the Island of Java . 

 

In 1983 he became the Chief Librarian at the Evelyn Rutnam Institute for 

Inter-cultural studies affiliated to the Jaffna College. In 1990 he became 

an advisor to the Department of Hindu Culture under the Ministry of  

Cultural Affairs in Sri Lanka. Since 1991 Mr. Selvarajah is a consultant to 

the Jaffna Public Library. 

 

Living in Britain for the last decade it was his unstinting effort – Love of 

his profession – and single mindedness – which produced the first volume 

of his Bibliography. His labour of love continues – a second volume  

containing a further thousand entries has been released recently. 

 

I t is time that Public Institutions, private financiers, or perhaps even the 

Government of Sri Lanka should step in and promote, finance, distribute, 

disperse and deposit this invaluable Bibliography which would be useful 

for generations to come. 

 

In India every state has a scheme under which about 500-1000 books are 

purchased by the state from publishers for distribution to schools and 

public libraries. An introduction of such a scheme in Sri Lanka would be a 

tremendous boost to our writers to distribute their books. 

UNDP workshop in 

Bandung, I ndonesia 1981 
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epWtd uPjpahf Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl Ntz;ba ngUk;gzpnahd;wpid> 
jkpouhd jdpnahUtuhy; Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl KbAk; vd;gij nraypy; 
fhl;b rhjid gilj;J tUgtu; %j;j E}yfuhd jpU. eluh[h 
nry;tuh[h mtu;fs;. jw;NghJ jkJ FLk;gj;Jld; ,q;fpyhe;jpy; 
trpj;J tUk; ,tu; aho;g;ghzj;jpy; Midf;Nfhl;iliar; Nru;e;jtu;.  
 
,yq;ifj; jkpou;fspd; jkpo; E}y;fs; ,yq;ifapYk; ,e;jpahtpYk; 
gpw ehLfspYk; gutyhf ntspaplg;gl;L te;j NghjpYk; ve;jnthU 
ehLk;> epWtdKk; mtw;iwj; njhFj;J Mtzg;gLj;Jk; 
eltbf;ifiar; nra;a Kd;tutpy;iy. ,yq;ifj; Njrpa E}yfk; 
,j;jifa gzpiar; rl;lG+u;tkhf Nkw;nfhz;L tUfpd;w NghjpYk;> 
jkpo; E}y;fis Mtzg;gLj;Jtjpy; mJ mf;fiw fhl;ltpy;iy. 
,e;epiyapy; <oj;jtu; jkpo; E}y;fis Mtzg;gLj;Jk; gzpia 
1990,y; njhlq;fp ,J tiu ,U njhFjpfis> xt;nthd;wpYk; 
Mapuk; E}y;fshf “E}y;Njl;lk;” vd;w ngaupy; jpU nry;tuh[h 
mtu;fs; ntspapl;Ls;shu;. Mff; Fiwe;jJ 5000 E}y;fisahtJ 
Ie;J njhFjpfshf ntspapl Ntz;Lk; vd;gJ ,tu; jpl;lk;. 
 
1970d; eLg;gFjpapy; E}yftpay; Jiwapy; bg;Nshkh gl;lk; ngw;w 
gpd;du;> kUjdhu; klk; ,uhkehjd; ngz;fs; fy;Y}upapy; E}yfu; 
gjtpia tfpj;J> gpd;du; ru;Nthja rq;f aho;. khtl;l E}yfg; 
nghWg;ghsuhf ,Ue;j gpd;du; ,yq;if cs;Suhl;rp mikr;rpd; 
E}yfu; gjtpia Vw;W rpyfhyk; jpUkiy khtl;l E}yfuhfg; gjtp 
tfpj;jhu;.  
 
1981 ngg;utupapy; If;fpa ehLfs; rigapd; UNDP Volunteer  
Project ,d; fPo; ,e;NjhNd\pahtpw;F fpuhkpa nghJ E}yf 
mgptpUj;jpg; gpujpepjpahf jpU. nry;tuh[h nrd;W> mq;Fs;s 
gz;Lq; khepyj;jpy; kNuq;khq; vd;w fpuhkj;jpy; mf;fpuhk kf;fSf;F 
nghJ E}yf Nritfis mwpKfk; nra;J itj;jhu;. ,tuJ 
Nritia kwthj mf;fpuhk kf;fs; me;j E}yfk; mike;Js;s 
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ghijf;F “[yhq; nry;th” vd;W ngau; #l;baikiaAk;> me;j 
E}yfj;ijg; ghu;itapl ,e;NjhNd\pa fy;tp ke;jpup tp[ak; 
nra;jikiaAk; neQ;rg; ngl;lfj;jpy; mtu; ngUikAld; 
itj;Js;shu;.  
 
,g;gzpia Kbj;Jf;nfhz;L ehL jpUk;gpa gpd;du;> ,yq;if 
ru;Nthja rpukjhdr; rq;fj;jpd; aho;. khtl;l kj;jpa E}yfg; 
nghWg;ghsuhf ,uz;lhz;Lfs; gjtp tfpj;j gpd;du;> jpUney;Ntyp 
apy; mikf;fg;gl;l <t;ypd; ,uj;jpdk; gy;ypdg; gz;ghl;bay; 
epWtdj;jpd; Ma;T E}yfg; nghWg;ghsu; gjtpia Vw;whu;. 
Flhehl;bd; Nghu;r; #oyhy; mq;fpUe;J ngau;e;J nfhOk;gpy; Inter-
national Centre for Ethnic Studies Ma;T E}yfg; nghWg;ghsuhf 
gjtpNaw;whu;.  

 
aho;g;ghzg; nghJE}yf 
MNyhridf; FO cWg;gpdu;> 
,yz;ld; jkpou; jfty; 
epiya E}yf Nritfspd; 
Mtzf; fhg;gfg; gpuptpd; 
,af;Feu;> N[u;kdpapYs;s 
ru;tNjr Gyk;ngau; 
vOj;jhsu; rq;f MNyhrfu;> 
N[u;kd; jkpo; vOj;jhsu; 
rq;ff; fhg;ghsu;> mNahj;jp 
E}yf Nritapd; ];jhgfu;-
epu;thf ,af;Feu; vd;Dk; gy 

gjtpfis r%f Nehf;Fld; tfpj;J te;Js;shu;. kNyrpa 
E}y;Njl;lk; ntspaPl;bid> kNy\pa vOj;jhsu; rq;fj;Jf;fhf 
njhFj;J ntspapLk; gzpapidj; jw;NghJ Nkw;nfhz;Ls;shu;. 
 
,q;fpyhe;jpd; yz;ldpypUe;J xypgug;ghFk; I.gP.rP. midj;Jyf  
xypgug;Gr; Nritapy; thuhe;jk; “fhiyf; fyrk;” vd;w ngaupy; 
,yf;fpaj; jfty; jpul;bid toq;fp tUfpwhu;. ,yz;ldpypUe;J 
ntsptUk; Njrk;> tlyp> Gjpdk;> njd;wy; Mfpa Clfq;fspd; 
thapyhfTk;> fdlhtpypUe;J ntsptUk; jkpou; jfty; kQ;rupapd; 
thapyhfTk; gy fl;Liufisj; njhlu;r;rpahf vOjp tUfpd;whu;. 
 
cUkhWk; gonkhopfs;> fpuhk E}yfq;fspd; mgptpUj;jp> E}yfg; 
gapw;rpahsu; ifE}y;> fpuhk E}yfg; nghWg;ghsu;fSf;fhd ifE}y;> 
E}yfu;fSf;fhd topfhl;b> rdr%f epiyaq;fSf;fhd ifE}y;> 
Muk;g E}yfu; ifE}y;> aho;g;ghzg; nghJ E}yfk;- xU tuyhw;Wj; 
njhFg;G> kNy\paj; jkpo; ,yf;fpak; (Njrk; rpwg;gpjo;)> A select 
Bibliography of Dr. James T,.Rutnam, Rising from the Ashes, 
Mfpait jpU nry;tuh[h mtu;fshy; ,Jtiu (aho;g;ghzj;jpYk; 

Aho;g;ghz nghJ E}yfj;jpy; 
MNyhridf; $l;lj;jpy;... 
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,q;fpyhe;jpYk;) vOjp ntspaplg;gl;l E}y;fs;.  
 
jpU nry;tuh[h mtu;fspd; E}yf Nrit> vOj;Jg;gzp> ntspaPl;L 
eltbf;iffs; Mfpatw;iwf; nfsutpf;Fk; tifapy; ,t; 
tUlj;Jf;fhd “jkpou; jfty;” rpwg;G tpUJ mtUf;F toq;fg; 
gLtJld;> ,q;fpyhe;jpYs;s tof;fwpQUk; %j;j xypgug;ghsUkhd 
jpU. tpky; nrhf;fehjd; mtu;fs;> nfhOk;G “jpdfud;” gpujk  
MrpupauhapUe;j jpU ,.rptFUehjd; Qhgfhu;j;jkhf toq;Fk; jq;fg; 
gjf;fKk; #l;lg;gLk;. 
 
(ed;wp: jkpou; jfty;> fdlh> 14tJ Mz;L kyu;> ngg;utup 2005.) 
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TAMI L BI BLI OGRAPHER NADARARAJAH ON 

A MI SSI ON TO LANKA-SHARE! 

 

Postal Officer Nadarajah Selvarajah spends his days number crunching in 

the post office finance department, then fills his nights cataloguing the 

Tamil culture of his native Sri Lanka. 

 

This single-minded labour of love has resulted in a unique bibliography of 

Tamil books and a prestigious award from Toronto’s Tamil Information 

Research Unit. 

 

Mr. Selvarajah says it wouldn’t have been possible without the help and 

support of his wife Viji. “ I  can’t concentrate when I  have something on 

my mind,” he says. “But I  don’t have to worry about anything at all. She 

happily took on the burden of running the home and raising the family so 

I  could devote myself to my work.” Two volumes have already been  

compiled on the laptop computer at his Luton home in Hallwicks Road, 

a third will be published in August and few more are at the planning 

stage. 

 

Each contains about 1,000 tit les and Mr. Selvarajah says 

proudly:  “They have been formatted according to the 

Dewey decimal classification system.” 

 

Thousands of priceless books and centuries 

old implacable Tamil manuscripts went 

up in flames when the Jaffna library, 

one of the finest in Southern Asia, 

was burned down in 1981 during 
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TWO VOLUMES 

OF NOOL THETTAM 

 

Noo l  Thet t am  An not at ed       

Bibliography of Sri Lankan Tamil 

Writings home and abroad is the other 

creative contribution to the Tamil Dispora. 

The founder librarian Mr. N. Selvarajah has 

just produced his second volume of Nool Thettam. 

He expects to bring out six or seven volumes      

eventually. 

Having realised the parlous state in which bibliographical 

classification of the estimated 8,000 Tamil books from Sri Lanka 

is, Selvarajah earnestly started to compile and publish the first     

volume with 1,000 annotated entries in 2002. This compilation of 

1000 entries is classified into three: 1.according to subject, which are 

the    principal entries, followed by classification on the basis of 2.titals 

and 3.authors. They are also annotated. Nool Thettam is formatted ac-

cording to the Dewey decimal classification. 

 

“ I  also hope to obtain support from authors by asking them to provide 

the Sri Lankan civil war. 

 

I ts renovation and restoration were hampered by a lack of funding and 

the bibliography of Tamil literature had been sadly neglected until Mr. 

Selvarajah took on this mammoth task. 

 

The research skills he picked up while training as a librarian in Sri Lanka 

have been helpful during his five year mission. He says many of the 

books he comes across have never been classified or catalogued and he’s 

always thrilled to discover something old or unusual during his regular 

trawls through the Brit ish Library and India Office Library, where he’s 

found books dating back to the early 19th Century. 

 

His work was recently rewarded at a prestigious ceremony in Toronto 

when he was one of only two overseas people recognized this way. He 

was presented with a gold medal, plaque and certificate commemorating 

his contribution to Tamil culture. He jokes that people don’t see him as a 

human being, only as a bibliographer- but sometimes this is to his      

advantage.  
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information about their books. They could send me a copy, if they can 

afford it. Otherwise, even vital information about the book such as tit le, 

author’s name, printer, contents number and size of pages would be   

welcome,” said Selvarajah. 

To order copies of Nool Thettam of to supply books or information thereof 

Contact:  N. Selvarajah, Nool Thettam, 48, Hallwicks Road, Luton, LU2 

9BH, UK. Tel UK +  00 44 (0)1582 703 786. email:  selvan@ntlworld.com 

 

SELVA’S LABOUR OF LOVE 

 

Bureau de Change’s Nadarajah Selvarajah used to be a librarian in his 

native country of Sri Lanka. And the research skills he picked up have 

served him well over the last five years as he’s conducted a personal  

mission to catalogue the books of his native Tamil culture. 

 

The finance clerk was recently honoured for his efforts by a Tamil       

Association in Toronto, Canada- one of only two overseas people to be 

recognised this way. At A prestigious ceremony Selva received a gold 

medal, plaque and certificate for his contribution to Tamil culture. 

“At the moment there is no national bibliography of Tamil books,” says 

Selva. “Books are one of the most important ways for a society to share 

its culture, ideas and way of life. But the civil war in Sri Lanka, especially, 

has meant that many Tamil books have gone unrecorded over the years. 

“For the benefit of future generations I  thought it was important to record 

for posterity the richness of Tamil publications.” 

 

Selva has conducted much of his research in the British Library in London. 

Britain’s colonial ties with Sri Lanka make the library a fertile hunting 

ground for Tamil books that have disappeared from public awareness. 

Already his labour of love has seen him produce two volumes of his     

bibliography- and a third is on its way in August. Given that 

each volume covers one thousand texts it ’s not hard to    

appreciate the challenge Selva has taken on. 

 

“ I  expect my work will become increasingly      

difficult, as I  delve further back in history,” he 

says. “But until a library or other institution 

compiles a national bibliography I  will 

do it.” 
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I  am very delighted to introduce the next Thamilar Thahaval award     

recipient Mr. Nadarajah Selvarajah. Mr. Selvarajah confidently took on an 

enormous task that would have been expected to be carried out by an 

organisation or at least a group of people.  

 

There have been many publications by Sri Lankan Tamil writers in Sri 

Lanka, India and in other countries where the Tamil people live.         

Unfortunately, all of these writers’s effort seems to be in vain when their 

literature is not documented. Although the Sri Lankan National Library is 

attending to this matter, they have chosen to ignore the Tamil writers. 

Mr. Nadarajah Selvarajah started documenting publications by Tamils in 

the form of a bibliography in 1990.  This bibliography is called ‘Nool  

Thettam’. He has already compiled two volumes each having 1000      

publications. The first volume was released in Thamil Sangam in Colombo 

and the second in the Jaffna Public Library. He is currently working on the 

third volume now, and is planning to release in total 5000 publications in 

five volumes. 

 

This is an extremely difficult task that requires a lot of time and patience. 

Hence, it is a remarkable achievement to come this far, single-handedly. 

  

Mr Nadarajah Selvarajah is from Anaikoddai in Jaffna. He is currently  

living in London, England with his family. After obtaining a diploma in  

librarianship in the mid seventies, he worked as a librarian in Ramanahan 

Girls College in Maruthanarmadam. He also held the position as librarian 

in many other institutions in the North and Eastern region of Sri Lanka.  

 

In 1981 he worked in Indonesia for United Nations UNDP voluntary     

project. He worked on rural library development in a village called,      
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Marengmang in the state of       

Pandung. During the time he spent 

there he introduced various library 

services to the people of that     

village. To honour the tremendous 

work he did for the people the road 

in which the library is located on, 

has been named after him as 

“Jalang Selva”. I t was also a great 

honour when the minister of     

education of Indonesia visited the library and appreciated his work.  

 

After returning from Indonesia he worked again in Jaffna as librarian in 

various libraries.  He then moved to Colombo and took charge of the   

research library of International Centre for Ethnic Studies.  

 

At present he is holding many voluntary positions in several               

organisations.  He is a member in the advisory board of Jaffna public  

library, a director of the division responsible for documentation division of 

London Tamil information centre. He is also Advisor to International Tamil 

writers association in Germany, Founder, and managing director of     

Ayothy library services. He is also currently compiling a bibliography for 

Malaysian writers.  He is a producer of the weekly radio show “kaalai 

kalasam” of LONDON IBC radio. He is a regular contributor of articles to 

medias like Thesam, Vadali, Puthinam, Thenrdal in London, as well as 

Thamilar Thahaval in Canada. 

 

He has published many books in Jaffna as well as in London, just to name 

a few: New dimension of Tamil proverbs, Guide to Librarians, Hand book 

to   beginners as librarians,  Jaffna Library – a historical perspective. 

Tamil literature in Malaysia. These books were in Tamil as well some Eng-

lish books such as:  Select Bibliography of James T Rutnam and Rising 

from the Ashes. 

 

To honour his valuable contribution to library services, writ ings,         

publishing and many other community services he is awarded with this 

year’s special award of Thamilar Thahaval and a gold medal by Lawyer 

and senior broadcaster in London, Mr. Vimal Shockannathan in memory 

of Thinakaran’s former chief editor Mr. Sivagurunathan. 

 

Congratulations,  Mr Selvarajah 
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